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“After mature deliberation, and at the request of
muny of the Clergy throughout the Province, the
Commiltee of the Lay Association, entrusted with
the publication of ¢ The Presbyterian,” have deter-
mined on reducing the price to 2s. 6d. per annum.
Ministers and others, on remitting 10s., will be sup-
plied with five copies.

. The Committee again earncstly call upon their

Jriends to give their best efforls to obtain subscrib-
ers, and thus promote the circulation of o perivdi-
cal among the Members of the Church, which, it is
hoped, may be rendered of incaleulable service in
advancing their highest interests. With this view
t’{ey urgently solicit from all well-wishers commu-~
nications detailing the progress of the good cause,
and from Presbytery-clerkes documents on poinis of
general intcrest.

ALl letters to be post-paid, and addressed  Edi-
tor of the Presbyterian,’’ Monireal, not later than

the 25th of each month.

Tuz PrespYTERIAN.—Of numbers 1 and
2 we have forwarded several copies to cach
Clergyman within the bounds of the Syn-
od for distribution, and with the view of
their obtaining subscribers, We shall do
the same with the present number; but
during the month of March we shall ex-
pect to hear from all who wish to continue
to receive the publication regularly, As
the subscription for single copies is so
trifling, it will be better in the great ma-
jority of cases if a few neighbours join to-
gether, when, by sending 10s. five copies,
or by sending 20s. ten copies, will be ad-
dressed as they may direct.
A few of our friends have remitted ug at
. per Copy Per annum. Th
]tv}:-fcfﬁf?rf;g ssirllce been,reduced to 2, 6d.‘,3
all who have paid the higher Su;n lwm con-
sider their subscriptions as scttled for two
years,
e . R
large impression of the
Presbyterian Was print-
t copies, and re-
numerous
hould have

Though a very
st Number o1 the
ed, we arec now out O
gret that we cannot §UPP]
orders, [fany of our friends s

received more than they required, it will
be obliging if they return the surplus.

It being desirable that the Trustees for
managing the Ministers’ Widows’ and Or-
phans’ IFund, should at once be put in pos-
session of the diffcrent Comgrogational
volitetions which were ordered by the
Synod to be taken up on the first Sabbath
of January, or as soon after as convenient,
such Ministers as have not yet remitted to
the Treasurer, are earnestly requested to
do so without further loss of time. Much
of the success of the Trustees will be de-
pendent on the promptitude now, and at
all times, with which collections are madc
and remitted.

The Presbhotevian.
THE CHURCH IN CANADA.

POSITION AND PROSPECTS OF THE PRES-
BYTERIAN CHURCH IN CONNEC-
TION WITH THE CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND.

Not many years have passed away since
we looked with pride, perhaps with sinful
pride, on that part of the Church of Christ,
in this Province, in connection with the
Established Church of Scotland, after
struggling through unnumbered and almost
unsurmountable difficultics, taking her le-
gitimate station among the great institu-
tions of the land which form the character,
and mould the destinies, of the people.
Actuated more, we trust, by a generous
patriotism than a fecling of nationality, we
rejoiced at seeing her calmly settling her-
self in the affections of tfic Presbyterian
Portion of the population; steadily putting
forth her encrgics, extending the sphere of
her usefulness, and following with the

ministrations of the blessed Gospel the

members of her communion into the dark
recesses of the forest. In the grateful rec-
ollection of the efficicncy of the Parent
Chureh, as an instrument in the hands of
God for diffusing abroad the streams of

”»

“ grace and truth,” we augured a rich rc
turn both of temporal and spiritual bless-
ings from the labours of her patient,ill paid
Ministers. DBut suddenly were these fair
prospects overcast. . Agitators were sent
forth to disturb the minds of the people
with questions which concerned the mere
scaffolding—the things of temporary use or
concern—more than the temple itself, built
without hands in the human heart : ques-
tions which, moreover, had no practieal
application to the Church here. It would
betray a lamentable ignorance of human
nature to imagine that the discussion of
such questions would lead to no bad con-
sequences, even had it been condueted in
the temper and peaceful spirit of the Gos-
pel.  But, when the worst passions and
the fiercest partizanship under the guise of
Christian zeal were brought into play, we
dreaded the issue. Like Eli, when he

trembled for the ark, we feared more the
injury, that would be done to religion it-
self, than any detriment our Church could
sustain from the rending and scattering of
her forces. A greater evil has been done
to the general cause of Presbytcrianism
than individually to our Church. The
calmness and steadiness with which even
in her infantile weakness she withstood the
tremendous shock, proved that she was
sustained by a power greater than her own.
Though shattered and broken, and reeling
under the blow, she was not laid prostrate.
Not one of the Schemes in which she had
cmbarked previous to the scparation, has
been suffered to perish. That they were
weakened and impaired by that unhappy
movement, and have not yet recovered their
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former position, we frankly acknowl-
cdge. And we acknowledge also, that
that position was never very high. They
were but in embryo.  Numerous obstacles
generally beset the commencement of
every great undertaking. The obstacles
which beset the commencement of these
were of no common magnitude, and thick-
ly strown. But we rejoice to think, that
there is a fairer prospect opening, even
through increased difficulties, than has ever
been presented in the history of the Co-
lonial Church.

Queen’s College at this moment pos-
sesses as great a number of scholars and
students as she did at any period before
the schism in the Church. And we will
be bold to aftirm, that both during last
session and the present they have received
as thorough and efficient an education in
the branches that have been taught as has
been given in any other institution in
North America. This affirmation, we are
confident, will be amply confirmed by the
results of the general examination that will
take place at the close of the present ses-
sion, to which we would specially invite
the inspection of all who take an interest
in the educational institutions of the Prov-
ince.

The Freneh Mission was another under-
taking, in which the Synod had cngaged
previous to the secession.. This seheme,
always teeble and humpered with diffieal-
tics arising out of the very nature of the
work, could not fail to suffer by the
dismemberment  of the Church, from
drawing off' a considerable portion of its
supplics, at best too scanty for carrying
forward with success a scheme of such
magnitude and importance. It appears,
Lowever, to be rising into renewed vigour
and activity, if we may judge from the ex-
tracts from the Report on the state of the
Mission given in the present and last Nos,
of our paper. )

Another symptom of increased vigour
and activity is the establishment of a Fund
for the relief of the Widows and Orphans of
Ministers.  The Synod have long had
their attention turned to this desirable ob-
jeet, and have at length succeeded in com-
mencing a plan with the most favourable
prospeets of success,  The establishment
of this scheme we hail with unfeigned sat-
asfaction. Tt promises to be at once one
of thie greatest boons that could be hestow-
od on a patient and laborious class of men
—- S genuis it iens operem, pareoque assuctum”
as well as o most cfficient instrument for
clevating the social eondition and intcl-
Teetunl character of our Ministers.  Iow-
ever devoted to the service of God, how-
ever anxicus to be engaged in preaching
the Gospel of reconeiliation to perishing
sinners, fow menof refined feelings, and of a
hiigh intellectual cast of mind, it can be sup-
posed, would enter on the work of the min-
istry—which, requiting, as it does, such a

I
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and sweetened, though it be, by the noblest
satisfactions—yet in the discharge of many
of its duties a work painful, vexatious, and
toilsome—if they had not some pros-
peet of leaving their families above the
pinching of absolute poverty, should they
in the providence of God be removed from
them. Tt is clear that in this country
this prospect they cannot have, unless they
neglect the duties of their holy calling, and
betake themselves to employments incon-
sistent with the functions of their office,
and degrading to their Ministerial charac-
ter.

But, if we mistake not, a greater gen-
eral benefit will result to the Church itsclf
from the establishment of the Fund, than
any individual benefit that will acerue from
it to the Ministers. The sympathies of
the whole body will be awakened ; there
will be ereated an identity of purpose and
of interest among the several Congrega-
tions; their bencvolent cfforts will be con-
centrated, and more effectually directed to
proper ends, and thus, in the greater har-
mony of fecling and of action produced,
they will more nearly realize the grand
idea of the Christian Church according to
our Lord’s own definition, ¢ that they
may be all one, as Thou, Father, art in Me
and T in Thee, that they may also be one
in Us”

That it is the bounden duty of Congre-
cations to make provision to some extent
for the families oi men who dul anen r}';sin(l
were spent in the service of God for their
sakes, requires no proof. It is a proposi-
tion clear as noon-day, and universally
felt and admitted to be true by the Con-
gregations themselves. There may be
some cxeeptions, some men who think that
they fully discharge their incumbent obli-
gations to support religious ordinances, if
they drop a copper into the wecekly con-
tributions. It gives us much satisfaction
to infer from the liberality of the Congre-
gational contributions to the Widows’ and
Orphans’ Fund, that there are but few such
copper-hearted Christians among us,  So
far as wehave been able to ascertain the
opinions of the Laity on this subject, they
seem fully impressed with the excellence of
the scheme, and rejoice that they have had
an opportunity afforded them of discharg-
ing an incumbent duty, in a way so casy
to themscelves and so beneficial to their
Ministers.

The institution of the Lay Association
itsclf we consider no mean evidence of the
power of religion on the minds of the peo-
ple, more especially in the present eircum-
stances of the Church. It becomes us to
be modest while speaking of ourselves, but
without any undue assumption of merit,
we may predicate concerning the Associa-
tion that it has done essential service to
the Church, not only in distributing a por-
tion of the funds at its command for the

subsisting between every member of the
Church. The tendency of the circum-
stances in which in this country our Church
has been placed, is, to isolate Congrega-
tions, and to make each act independently
of the others rather than as one body
bound by a common faith, by common
forms of worship, and by mutual sympathics,
and thus to destroy that catholicity which
is a characteristic of the Presbyterian form
of Government. The counteracting ten-
deney to such disuniting clements, of a
large portion of the influential members of
the Church associated for the exercise of
Christian benevolence and the extension
of the Redeemer’s kingdom is so obvious,
that we were led to entertain the hope
that similar associations, united Ly stated
correspondence and an identity of pursuits
would have been formed throughout the
whole bounds of the Synod. That this
has not yet been done, we are inclined to
believe, arises more from the want of an
organizing machinery than from the want
of a due scnse of the importance and the
practicability of the scheme.  Yet at the
same time we may not have availed our-
sclves of the advantages we possessed. We
think that hardly sufficient pains have heen
taken by the ¢ Office-Bearers of the Church
to promote the formation of a Provincial
Association, a Branch Association at the
seat of cach of the Presbyteries, and an
Auxiliary Association in every Town-
ship,” in accordance with the deliverance
of Synod. (Sce Minutes 1846 and 1847).

It has been hinted to us, that the forma-
tion of Lay Associations has been ohjeet-
ed to by some of the Members of Synod
on the ground that such irresponsible
bodics are not recognised by the constitu-
tion of the Presbyterian Chureh, and might
in ecrtain supposable ecircumstauces exer-
cise their power in subverting the spiritual
liberties of the Christian people. It is
well, at the commeneement of any scheme
affecting to be designed for their bencfit,
to look carefully to every possible contin-
geney, lest what was intended to promote
their welfare should really turn out to be
injurious to their best interests.  But we
conccive that danger will not arise from
such organizations, but from combina-
tions originating in party views and for
the accomplishment of party purposes, and
called into action by the special emergency
that will give them being. Nothing in our
opinion so fully demonstrates the unsound
state of the Protestant Chureh than the
abandonment of her own legitimate author-
ity and the constant appeals made to the
passions and prejudices of the people in
order to carry out any great measure de-
signed to promote mtel:nal improvement,
or repel external aggression,  This is one
of the characteristic features of the times—
one common to all denominations, and nec-
cssarily arising out of the disunion that

relief of poor Congregations, but also by | unhappily prevails to an unprecedented
lengthened and  expensive preparation— ' such acts strengthening the bands of unity extent in the body politic, and one that is



pregnant with the most fatal consequences
to the Chureh at large—consequences which
will inevitably flow from it unless there be
a speedy return by all parties to more
catholic views, and sounder principles..

But we contend that Lay Associations,
such as we advocate, do not partake of
that democratical character at all. They
would, stilctly speaking, be ecclesiastical
organizations, for they wou d; have no ob-
jeet at variance with the appointments and
laws of the Synod, and their funds would
be applied to no object but such as would
be previously sanctioned by the Synod
itself, and which it would be plainly the
duty of every individual member of the
body politic to promote. There are duties,
that are peculiar to the Office-bearers of
the Church, with the performance of which
a Lay influence should not be permitted to
intermingle. But there are duties also,
that exclusively belong to the Lay Mem-
bers of the Church, with the discharge of
which it would be unbecoming the Office-
bearers to interfere. That they be asso-
ciated to give practical effect to their be-
nevolent intentions is a state that naturally
arises from a deep consciousness of the im-
portance of the duties they have to dis-
charge. Not only would the numerous
advantages, that result from unity of pur-
pose, be thereby gained, but a greater
amount of Christian activity and zeal would
be called into operation. The practical
development of their incumbent duties
would impress more deeply on their minds
theirobligations to discharge them; and the
sympathy of harmonious co-operation
would spread, awaken energies that other-
wise would lie dormant, and incite to
still greater efforts in the promotion of ob-
Jeets tending to the edification and peace
of the Church. To such a scheme it is
essential that the distribution of the funds
be retained in the hands of the Associa-
tion, or at least that they shall direet to
thedisposalof them. And, so far from using
any power, which they would possess, for
the overthrow of the “ liberty with which
Christ maketh His people free”, we contend
that, constituted as they would be, they
would present a strong barrier against the
encroachments of Spiritual despotism on
the onehand, and Erastianism on theother,
“‘hether' exercised by Civic Rulers, or by
@ more insidious, and a more dangerous
power  still—religious demagogues—men
inflated with spiritual pride, who act in the
spirit of the Pharisee, if they utter not his
words, ¢ Stand by thyself, for I am holier
than thou.”

But, if we will not have the satisfaction
of seeing the grand object of a Provincial
“Association with its clustering auxiliaries
rried into operation, as contemplated by
the Synoq, 'still some of the practical
"dvan_tages designed to be obtained by its
ostablishment may to some extent be se-
cured through the golumns of the Preshy-
terian.  Besides the general information
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on religious subjects that will be diffised
throughout the Province by means of its
bages, it will present common ground on
which all may meet to explain their views,
to state their opinions, ahd what their true
position is, whether as individuals or con-
gregations, and to make known their pros-
pects, both encouraging and discouraging.
Thus many of the evils that arisc from
misrepresentation ‘or wrong impressions,
will be removed. A wider and stronger
sympathy will exist between congregations
that arc far separated from each other.
The diversified talents and gifts of the
various members of the Church will be
brought into harmonious action for the
common weal. In the friendly collision of
many minds the rougher edges will be
rounded off and polished. Schemes for
the fuller development of the Christian life
and theremoval of existingevils, will be found-
ed on sounder, principles, and carried out
to practical results with greater energy;
and, limited though such co-operation may
be, we do not think it unwise to anticipate
important advantages flowing out of it, not
only to the Presbyterian population, but
to the Christian Church at large.

To render the Presbyterian a mean of

communicating intelligence regarding the
early history as well as the present state and

prospects of the Churches i thils Outuny, 1
Is our intention, as far as lies in our power,

to furnish from time to time separate arti.
cles on such of the Congregations of the
Synod, already formed or which may be
formed, as may be considered worthy of be-
ing noticed.  Much interesting information
may thus be obtained, showing the many
trials which have been undergone both by
Ministers and people in obtaining the great
object of their struggles, their prayers, their
sacrifices, their labours of love, and works
of patience,— of enjoying in this, the coun-
try of their adoption, their sanctuaries and
ordinances as in the land of their fathers,
—of seeing their teachers breaking am ongst
them the bread of life, visiting, as their com-
mon friend,their domestic dwellings, instruct-
ing the young, strengthening the old, and
comforting the dying. It cannot be ex—
pected in a new and rising country where
the population is of a mixed description, in-
cluding not only variety of creeds, but the
numerous shades of difference of opinion on
refined questions of Church polity which
existin the Fatherland, that emigrants, on
landing on our shores, should forget their
past prejudices and early associations.
Coclum, non animum, mutant,qui trans mare
currunt, is the saying of the old Poet, liter-
ally meaning, They change their country,
not their mind, who go beyond the sea.
Than the Scotch Presbyterians none can he
found more staunch in their attachments
not only to the faith and worship, but even

to the denominational parties of their sires ;
for, though there is a strict agreement on all
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matters of Doctrine, Government, and Wor-
ship amongst them, as contained in the Con-
fession of Faith, yet amongst no class of
Christians has the epirit of Sectarianism
been found more prevalent; so much so,
that even the breaches between Dissen-
ters themselves in Scotland have been
found to be as wide and irreconcilable
as, if not in some instances greater than,
between them and the Establishment.
In this thriving country where indepen-
dence of sentiment, connected with an inde-
pendence of support, and an accompanying
emulation in vying with one another to rise,
if possible, above the level of equality, at all
events to maintain that equality, is much
more strongly manifested than at home, it is
not surprising to find that past feelings of a
religious nature should strengthen in their
growth. The unbending follower of the
Erskines, the more pliant one of Gilles-
pie, with the sturdy son of the Covenant,
however they differ from the Establishment
on what they severally entertained on the
score of strictness in Discipline, the question
of Patronage, or the nature of the Revolu-
tion Settlement, yet differing on the same
accounts as widely from each other—have
been found in past years throughout the Col-
onies willingto avail themselves of the services
of a Licentiate of the Church coming directly

from the common stock of origin, not onl
vecause Many or wern neighbours held in

sirong veneration the National Establish-
ment, but from the pleasing consideration
that, ag in this land no patronage existed,
the settlement of a common Pastor depend-
ed on their common choice, and, provide!
the Gospel was faithfully preached, many felt
indifferent as to the particular Presbyterian
body from which a Minister should come.
The cheering prospects of continued unity,
however, in mauny places, have failed of re-
alization ; and it is a rare maliter to find the
first Minister of any Congregation,thus com-
posed of conflicting opinions, either remain
long in his charge, or enjoy much comfort
in his work. In large towns, where the
various denominational bodies have their
respective Churches and Ministers, the dif-
ficulties in the way of unity to which we
allude are in a great measure unknown ;
each individual can follow his own choice,
and, while those, who adhere themselves to
the ministrations of a Pastor, either frow at-
tachment to his person, or to the Zion of
their fathers, can do so unmolested by the
fierce spirit of division more generaily dis-
played in country places ;'—-n{hlle, if on the
other hand from any principle whatever
any become dissatisfied, they can simply
refire to enjoy the advantages of a purer
body ; while the Minister, however he may
mourn over their departure, is yet cheered
by seeing others come forward to occupy
the places of those who walk ne moge with
him, to strengthen his hands and entourage
his heart in the good work of the Lord.
Far otherwise, however, bas it been in
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countsy places, where our Ministers may be
to whole neighbourho.a!s the only ones of
any denomination, and whose services are
required no longer, as they ought ever to be,
simply as Ministers of Jesus Christ, but as
of a particular party.  Besides there are
difficuities to be met with in the building of
Churches and Manses, in the formation of
Kirk Scssions, Libraries, Sabbath Schaols,
&c , that require the wisdom of the serpent
and the harmlessuess of the dove combined
with forbearance and meekuness in believ-
ing all things, hoping ail things, bearing all
things, and enduring all things.

While then we feel assured of the great
service rendered to the Church by affording
short xketches of Historical interest to her
Congregations, we wou'd respectfully call
upon our friends, Lay and Clerical through-
out the Province, to furnish us with com-
munications uader this head. It cannot be
questioned that great ignorance prevails
among the Members of the Canadian branch
of the Scottish Church on the state of the
Congregations beyond their immediate
neighbourhood ; and it isin this way that ir-
formation can be conveyed not o:ly of the
localities and numbers of Congregations, and
the present, compared with the past, lack of
Ministers, but of the difficulties, as well as
the cheering prospects, in the way of doing
good.

We aro heppy to say that wohave heen
promised an account of the Churches of
Beauharnois, seven or eight in number, by
a friend long resident in the county, and in-
timately acquainted with the several points
of interest connected with them ; the first
article of which will appear in our next.

It may perhaps be in the recollection of
some of our readers, that in September
last the Rev. Mr. Gilchrist, Minister of
Dunbog, Fifeshire, paid a short visit to his
brethren in this Province, and preached
with great acceptance to several of their
congregations. With permission of his
Presbytery Mr. Gilchrist exchanged pas-
toral labours with his friend, Mr. Halket of
St. John’s, N. B., who desired to return
for a short time to Scotland. At the ter-
mination of his engagement Mr. Gilchrist
made a tour in Canada and the United
States ; and we are grateful to perceive
that, since his return to his native land, he
is endcavouring to make hjs personal
knowledge of the affairs of the Colonial
Church, have a practical bearing in their
favour on the minds of his brethren in
Scotland. We would rejoice to see such
exchanges becoming frequent. In many
ways, we think, they would be beneficial.
The following extract from a report of the
proceedings of the Preshytery of Cupar.
we are persuaded, will be read with de-
light :—

COLONIAI, CHURCHES.

Mr. Cochrane said, he was very glad again to see
with them his excell nt friend Mr.Glchrist,safcly re-
turned across the Atlantic from his visit to America.
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They had also the satisfaction of kn-wing that Mr.
Gilchrist’s parish had been admirably supplied in his
ahsence ; in fict, nearly as well as if he had been
himse!f cfficiating all al'ng. Mr. Gilchrist had re-
turned with redoubled vigour to prosecute his labours
in his own parish, and with much instructive infor-
mation about the affairs of the Chureh of Scotland
across the sea. He was perfectly sure that a state~
ment from Mr. Gilehrist on this subject would be
both interesting and acceptable to the Presbytery.
Mr. Gilehrist said, that, although it was two
months since he had returned from America, yet, as
this was the first meeting of Preshytery which had
occurred since, he tock this public pporiunity of re-
turning his warmest thanks to his brethren for the
permission which they had sa kindly given him to
exchanue for a time his own pulpit fir cne cn the
ather side of the Atlantic. More especially he had 1o
thank those neighbours who s> kindly supplied his
place during the interval between Mr. Halket’s de-
parture from Dunbog and his own return, Whilst
he had spent the season of his absence very pleasant-
ly, and, he trusted, profitably bcth to himself and to
thosc amongst his ¢ untrymen on the other side «f
the Atlantic, his place at home had been most .bly
supplied. So well pleased, indied, were the people
of Du bog with the services of his substitute that
they presented him at his departure with a testimonial
of their regard ; and he had every reason to belicve
that his own services had been equally acceptable cn
the cther side if he might judgze from the offers made
t> him torcturn. N thing could have been better
timed than his visit tv St. John’s.  When he landed
there, he f3und himself in the midst cf a large Scotch
poputatin, amongst whom he had been the means
of keeping up the re igious ordinances to which they
had been arcustomed ; the nearest Scoteh minister
on the one hand heing sixty or seventy miles distant,
and the nearest on the other ninety miles. It might
give them some idea of how their countrymen were
scattered over the vast provinces of America, when
he stated that he had K'eqluently baptized children
brought twenty, thirly, and an nne oceacion six'y
miles for the purpose ~ From what he observed he
m 18t say that the Church had been very remiss in its
duty towurds the Col-nies. There were large and
flourishing congrecations on the other side of the At-
lantic connected with our Church and many devoted
friends—friends who had remained true to their
cause amidst all the oblogny thit had been cast up-~
on them ; and their enemies had not been sparing of
their abuse on the other side of the Atlantic any more
than on this. He knew of fe.v men better entitled
to their regord than their Colonial brethren ; many
amongst them for talents and zeal would d) credit to
any Church upon earth; and they should manifest,
not by words but by dceds, that they still regarded
them as brethren, and it cculd not be denied that they
needrd all their counlenance and encouragement.
Scattered,as they were, over these immense countries,
they h-d not thhse o;portunities for friendly inter-
course and brotherly ¢ runsel which the Lrethren at
hame cnjoyed, and which served s> much to l:ghten
their labours. Nor, he feared, did their Colonial
brethren always meet with that assistance and
sympathv from their fl xcks to which they were enti-
ted.  Mr. Gilchrist then alluded to the fact, that
it was but seldom that tue second gencration of
Scottish colonists, surrounded, as they were, cn all
hands by cther denominations, adhered to the religicn
of their fathers. For himself he must say that he
had enjoyed his visit to America very much, and had
returned gre:tly recruited in health and strength.
He experienced everywhere the utmost kindness—
kindness of which he would ever retain a grateful
recollection.  He was more particularly pleased with
what he met with in the United Sates. He found
everywhere there that to be a minister of “ The
Kirk” was a passport to their good offices, and to
their pulpits. He therefere trusted that this inter.
change would be but the first of many similar ones
between his brethren h reand his brethren in theColo-
nies. The distance between Scotland and America
was no doubt as great as ever, but the time required
to accomplish the distance was now very trifling.
Any one of them might preach on Sunday in his own
pulpit and on that day fortnight do duty in Halirax,
and during the intervening Sunday he needs not be

c if he feels inclined to work. He hinself preach-
ed cn the “abbaih cn his passage hone, and seldom
felt more interest in uny service than when they
met tegether on the mighty deep to wership their
Ged 3 and he had seldern scen a more attentive
audience than thrse assembled in e saloon of the
stesmer in the middle (fthe ‘tlant'e. Mr. Gilchrist
then alluded to the beauty f the eountries which he
visited as compared with the scencry of Eur.pe.
*¢ I'have seen both, I have sailid onthe Danube and
the Elbe, the Khine and the Rhoue 5 but ntore of
them all, in point cf watural beauty, surpasses the
Hudson, and they are, one and all, but streamlets
in size compared with the St. Lawrence. [ have
seen a - 00d deal of what is reckoned the finest scen-
cry in Eurcpe; but I have seen nothing more pic-
turcsque than the view from the battlements of
Quebec, and nothing which prcdueed on me the
same overpowering effects as when 1 stocd on Table
Reek and gazed at the mighiy avalanche of Niagara,
whilst I was deafened by its thunder and wet by its
spray. Mr. Gilchrist ccncluded by expressing his
trust that such interchanges as that which he was
proud to have comme:ccd would be of frequent
occurrence.

Mr. Forbes m~ved that the Presbytery record a
vete of thanks to Mr. Gilchrist for his interesting
statement.

—

FRENCH PROTESTANT MISSION.

We continue to give a few Extracts
from the Interim Report on the French
Mission, presented to the Synod by the
Convener.  But, first of all, we would
call the attention of Ministers and Con-
gregations to the repeated injunctions of
the Rev. Court, that * Miuisters bring the
odaims of this interesting and importunt
Mission before their Congregations; umd
afford them an opportunity of contributing
townrds its support.”

Besides the general letter of commenda-
tion to the Church of Scotland’s Committee
on Colonial Churches (printed in our last
No.), M. Lapelletrie was also furnished
with letters to several influential Ministers
both in Britain and the Continent of Eu-
rope. From these we select the following
Extracts, as tending to show what the
opinion of the Acting Committee at that
time was respecting the position and pros-
pects of this Mission :—

Rev. and Dear Sir,

By the accompanying papers you will perceive
that the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Cana-
da, in connecti-n with the Chureh of Scotland,
la‘ely formed a French Protestant Church in this
city, ecmposed cf a few French Canadian families,
and have been favoured with many prcofs that the
Great Head of the Church has approved of their
efforts, by crowning their labours with some meas-
ure of siccess. Tha scheme is yet in its infancy,
and to many it seems to h 1d forth the lamp of truth
too feebly to contend with the surrounding darkness,
superstition, and ignorance ; and certainly we would
despair, were we not convineed that it is the Lord’s
work, and that He will make His own power to ap-
pear in His own gozd time, from the very feebleness
of the instrument employed. We have been bl: ssed
in our Chief Agent, M.——; With a man, though
young in years, of considerable prudence, and Chris-
tian love and zeal.  And with our “little strength »
we have been able still to maintain the ground
which we have assumed ; and, we hope, have even
made some little progress. But the ficld of labour
is wide, far beyond our resources, and our instru-
ments.  We are confident that the first will increase,
“for the gold is mine, saith the Lord.” If we
have only a sutficient number of faithful servants of
God, acting in unison under a well digestcd scheme



of missionary labour, difficult and extensive as the
work is, we will not fear the result.  Aud we ear-
nestly bescech both your counsel (which from y ur
experience you are so well fitted to give ., and your
#id in cbtaining ( r us, frcm time to time, as we
shall find opportunities of employing them, fit and
efficient men for our work, We feel thut we muke
a large demand up 'n yeur time and labour In eray-
ing your corresprndence and advice ; but the im-
portance of our work is our apology, and we are
persuaded your Christian benevolence will induce
You to give us your sympathy, and a little of your
valuable time to cur affairs, ~ We were lately much
encouraged by the formation of 2 small Church in
; and we hape to have the means of imme-
diately sending one who shall staledly minister unto
them the bread of life. Qur attention has been
turned to M. —, with whose character the Chris-
tian world has ) een made acquainted Ly ycur pen.
We had also letters from France intimating that he
had his attention turned to Canada that he might
Impart to those who are there perishing {or Jack of
knowledge those blessed truths which hive brought
life and light 10 his own soul 5 and that he had, in
the meantime, gcne 10 Geneva, that he might have
expounded unto him the wuy «f God mere porfectly.
We trust his views arc s'ill turned to this ccuntrs,
and we rejoice in the hpe of emploving the services
of a man so warinly commended {r his piety and
geal, and who has been able to surrender much, and
endur- much, f:r the sake of h's Divine Master.
Our plans are not yet completed, but the are in the
way of success{ul ccmpletion. Dr. —— thus writes :
L4 . . . . . L

I expect by to-morrow’s mail to have a letter frem
him, stating that he has completed his arrangements ;
and perhaps a letter may reach Mr. —— cn this
subject before this sheet will be put into your hands.
The men we want must be ind. fatigable, bold, not
scon discruraged, as well as deeply imbued with a
#pirit of sincere piety. [If Mr, be such a man,
which we have been given to understand he is, we
hope that you will encourage him to persevere in
his intention 10 come and help us. Difficulties anvd
discouragements of a formidable kind he niust be
prepared to encounter 3 -ut the more his trials are,
and the more detcrmued the opposition to his work
wilt be, s0 much the more will the nltimate success
cheer him that the work has been God’s, and that
h2 has bee: housured in being called to be a fellow-
workinan with Ged.
It will be esteemed a great favour that yor will
ve us the benefit of your counsel and experience.
d your letters by post.  The d.fiiculties we chiefly
expericnee arise from the circumstance, that cur
Missicnary operations are not yet fully systematized
and consolidated, and that our pecuniary res~urces
&re 87 small. Our discouragements arise from the
magnitude o the work we have undertaken, and the
various s)urces of error with which a dexterous, but
dark policy would hold in thrall the human mind.
Craving your advice on both these sub.ccts, and
pmploring the Divine blessing en your persen, and
oo your labrurs of love, 1 am, my dear brither,
your fellow labourcr in the bonds of the Gospel of
peace.

A. M.
To Rev.
Rev. and Dear Sir,
1 embrace the opp». tunity of the Rev. —— going

rom this city ts to forward t0 you the first
and second Annun! Reports of the Committce of the
Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada on
French Missions. 1 am persuaded it wil] be grati-
fying 10 ycu. and to many others of our Proicstant
Grethren, to know that there is even a commence-
ment made to enlighten the minds of the poor Cana-
dians. The Mission has many difliculties to gver-
come, almost enough to make ¥s despond, byt jt
as alse some encouragements 3 80d we do not know
but, with the blessing f God, it may be yet fuily
Commensurate to our hopes in being such a bulwa k
foe the defence and confirmation Of the Gospel in
country as will repel the formidable attacks of
bel‘m“ of 'sin, which, we much fear, will be made
nllzre t[he *eign of superstition and error shall termi-
. It woulq be esteemed a great favour if you
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would benefit us by your experience and advice in
our Missionary work. We are in some measure
inexperienced, and we know not sufficiently the char-
acter of those from whom the word of life is hid,
nor arc we deeply versed in the tortuous pelicy of
the man of sin.

Your counsel and aid we humbly solicit, and im-
ploring the Divine blessing, &e. &ec.
the Rev.

M. Lapelletrie, after spending a consid-
erable time in the United States, avhere
he was hospitably received, and, though
not without encountering some difficulties,
obtained liberal contributions in aid of his
object, he sailed from New York on the
19th April, 1826, and arrived in Liver-
pool on the 9th May. ¢ Being Saturday”
he writes, “I remained in that city until
next Monday. I availed myself of that
opportunity to see some of the Ministers ;
first, I saw the Rev. , who is favour-
able to the Church of Scotland. He told
me that,if he had not madearrangementsfor
the coming Sabbath, he would have given
me an opportunity to present my cause
before his people, and take a colleetion. ”
He was afterwards introduced to the Rev.
, not so favourably disposed towards
the object he had in view, The Rev. Mr.
Guthrie, of Edinburgh, being in Liverpool,
he found that the questions which agitated
the Church at that time were discussed
with too great vehemence to afford him a
reasonable prospect of making the claims
of the poor Canadians known. He set out
for Scotland on Monday, and on the even-
ing of the same day arrived at Dalkeith.

Shortly after his arrival +ha fovamed
Assembly oe e cnurch of Scotland met.

He was introduced tothe Assembly, and was
favoured with an opportunity of stating
the objects of his Mission before that Ven-
erable Court, who, at the same time,
issued instructions to their Committee on
Colonial Churches to give the advice and
assistance that the case, after mature con-
sideration, might seem to demand.

The Committee, having considered the
objects and other details laid hefore them,
““agreed to grant from their-funds the an-
nual sum of £50 for three years in aid of
the Mission, and to recommend Mr, La-
pelletrie, and the objects for which he is
deputed to thiy country, to the favourable
consideration of their brethren, and of all
the friends of the Church of Scotland.”

Mr. L. received the most flattering at-
tention from Her Majesty’s Commissioner
to the Assembly—the Marquess of Bute,
who also contributed liberally to fhe Funds
of the Mission.

Mr. L. expressed the highest satisfaction
in the privilege which he had of stating
his case before the Assembly, and the evi-
dence presented to him of the efficiency of
the Church of Scotland as an instrument
for the accomplishment of God’s great
purposes on the Earth. He thus writes :
“1 rejoice excecdingly to have been
present at the General Assembly of the

Church of Scotland ; for, although I
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was convinced before that that Church
had been wilfully misrepresented, 1 have
now the most incontestible proofs that that
Church is the Stronghold—the Bulwark
(in Scotland), of sound Evangelical truths.
I have but one talent; but I give that
talent most cheerfully to that Chureh,
because ¥ know very well, that in remain-
ing in it I can glorify God, and preach
his Word, and do so fully without any re-
strictions.”

In subsequent Nos. we will continue
these interesting Extracts.

The following well merited Tribute of
respect and love to the memory of the lawe
excellent Mr. Lambie was jaid at a recent
Meeting of the Presbytery of To onto.

At Toronto, and within St. Andrew’s
Church there, the Twenty-Eighth day
of September, One Thousand Eight
Hundred and Forty-Seven—which day,
“ The Presbytery of Toronto” being
met and eonstituted :

(Inter Alia.)
“ The Presbytery taking into consideration that,

‘ since their last meeting, it has pleased the Great

““ Head of the hurch to remove, by death Mr.James

¢ Lambie, Minister of Pickering and Whitby,resolved

¢ to record, in the Minutes of this day’s proceedings,

‘ an expression of their deep sorrow at this trying

¢ dispensation ; of their esteem for their lamented

¢ Brother, thus suddenly taken from amongst them ;

“ and of their sympathy for the loss sustained by his

¢¢ friends- his congregation--and the Church at large.

¢ Mr. Lambie died at Pickering, after a short ii-

“ ness; on the Sixteenth day of Neptember, 1847.

- Durine et aseion i he Vas Tocn re-

“ garded with great respect and sincere esteem by

“ his Brethren. tiis services as a member of this

« Court, and of the Synod at its Annual Meetings—

“in the proccedings of both of which he took a

< deep interest— were always useful, and, in many

¢ jmportant matters, extremely valuable. His love
¢ of truth—his calm and sound judgement— his in-
¢ formation, at once correct and cxlensive, cminently

“ fitted him for giving wholesome advice cn the va-

% rious questions which came under consideration.

¢ While his mind was entirely free from bigotry—

¢ for he had large ¢harity as well as a large under-
¢« gtanding, yet his attachment to the Church of

““ which he was a Minister, was ardent and enlight-

< encd ; and in the darkest hour of our late troubles

« was never for a moment shaken. He hcld firmly,

¢ and in his public ministrations unfolded with great

« simplicity, beauty.and force, the escential doctrines

¢« of the Gospel, as these are laid down in the re-

¢« ceived standards of our Church. His success in

« building up his own congregation has, under the

« divine blessing, been very great. Indeed, as a

< pastor, his diligence, prudence, and fidelity, were

< worthy of all commendation. But many shared
¢ in his labours, who did not belong to his pastoral
¢ charge ; for he travelled far, and preached often,

* in those destitute parts of the country where there

« was no settled Minister.  His labours, in this way,

“as a Missionary, were untiring, and were ever

¢ cheerfully performed. without the least regard to

¢ the toils and sacrifices which they involved.
¢ To him it was euough to have the opportunity of
< preaching the unsearchable riches of ‘Christ to
¢ those who lived beyond the reach of the means of

« grace. He laboured unremittingly 1o gather in

¢ the lost sheep in the wilderness ;and these labours

<« in the Lord have not been in vain. 1t is hardly

« necessary to record that he was highly respected

« and ardently loved as a Minister of the Lord Jesus,

¢ not only by the people of his own congregation,

« byt by multitudes of others—indeed by persons of

« all denominations—by whom he was known.
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¢ It may not be improper to add that Mr. Lambie
“ was a man of high Literary and Theological at-
*¢ tainments. To these gifts God added His grace,
s and thus made him an able Minister of the New
‘¢ Testament.

¢¢ But, while the members of this Presbytery deep-
*¢ ly deplore the loss they have sustained, and would
#¢ feel humbled under the hand of God in this matter ;
““yet they desire alsa to acknowledge that they
“ would fail to learn to advantage some of the most
* important lessons which this dispensation is fitted
*¢ to teach, unless they are stirred up to greater dili-
-¢ genee,not only in imitating the example set by their
¢ late Brother,but also in more thoroughly, humbly,
* and earnestly following the example of their Divine
¢ Master who ¢ went about doing good,”” and to
« whom it was “as His meat and drink to do the
-¢ will of His Father,”
Extracted from the Records of the Pres-

hytery of Toronto, by

JOHN BARCLAY,

Presbytery Clerk.

rr—

T'he Moderator of the Synod has recei ved
the following letter acknowledging the
receipt of the Address to Her Majesty,
forwarded after the last Meeting of the
Synod.

GoveERNMENT HoUsE,
Montreal, 8th Feb., 1848.

SIr
’ The Governor General having transmitted to

the Secretary of Statefor the Colonies the Address

to Her Majesty the Queen, from the Synod of the

Presbyterian Church of Canada, in connection with

the Church of Scotland, I am commanded to inform

vou that His Excellency has reccived a Despatch
trom Earl Grey stating that His Lordship had laid
the Address before the Queen, and that Her Majes—

‘3 ~-- rlanend tn veceive it very graciousl
I have the honor « wu, our,” your ot

humble servant,
T. Epmunp CAMPBELL MaJoR.
The Moderator of the Synod of- the Presbyterian
Church of Canada.

LUCQicnt

We are glad to learn from a Correspon-
ent in Scotland, that in a very short time
a valuable and zealous Clergyman will be
provided for the Congregation at Bytown
—vacant by the decease of the lamented
Mr, Durie. No position in Canada re-
quires to be more speedily and cfficiently
supplied, as Bytown is a place of impor-
tance, and the Scotch population in and
around it is not the least numerous and
influential.  We trust that our brethren
in the different places where vacancies have
occurred, will not fail to make their wants
known. Though not forgotten, they may
depend upon it that direct communication
with the Colonial Committec will materi-
ullydassist them in having their wants sup-
plied. ,

sT. ANDREW’'S CHURCH,
MONTREAL.

The Congregation of St. Andrew’s
Church in this city under the pastoral
care of the Rev. Dr. Mathieson are about
to erect a handsome new church. In the
design which has been selected for execu-
tion an attempt to transplant some features
of the Ecclesiastical Architecture of tl}e
old country to this side of the Atlantic
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has been most successfully made. The
Cathedral of Salisbury, which is perhaps
the most beautiful example in England of
this style, has furnished the model. The
interior dimensions are ninety feet by
sixty-five, exclusive of the transept. It has
a tower and spire, which together rise to
about one hundred and ecighty feet above
the gréund, andlook towardsthecity. From
the clevation of its site, which is near
Beaver Hall Terrace, it cannot fail to have
a commanding ecffect. The entrances to
the church by the tower are from a flight
of steps and a terrace on each side, while
at the opposite end is another entrance on
a level with the street. The interior of
the roof is to be of open timber work
decorated in accordance with the style of
the building. Beneath the church is a
School and Lecture room, upwards of sixty
feet square and sixteen feet high, entered
by an arched door in the base of the tower.

From the beauty of the style and the
admirable position selected for the new St,
Andrew’s Church, we are confident it will
prove an ornament to the city, and reflect
credit on the architects, Messrs Tate &
Smith, who have furnished the design, and
who are to superintend the execution of
the work.

— e e,

PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON.

According to appointment, the Presbytery of
Hamilton met at Fergus on Tuesday last, the st
instant, to carry out the settlement of the Rev. Dr.
Mair in that congregation. Dr. Mair had been
several moOnihs agou CieCicd hy that congregation as
their minister, and what might be called an invite
tion to him to become their pastor, was laid before
the Presbytery : but, as it had not been regularly
moderated in then, the Presbytery required the actual
subscribing of the call in their presence, previously
to the induction, which had been appointed for the
following day. The Rev. Mr. McKid preached an
eloquent sermon from Romans st chapter and 16th
verse—* 1 am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ ;>
after which the call was moderated in, in favour of
Dr. Mair.

I was very much pleased with some remarks made
by the reverend gentleman in his address to the
people, rebutting the charge so frecly brought against
the church in this country, of being under constraint
—showing that the very action taken by the people
themselves was a most perfect liberty and freedom
of choice in electing their minister ; and that their
recciving this'privilege in the full free,and uncontrolled
manner they were doing, was sufficient 1o convince
any unprejudiced mind that the Presbyterian Church
in Canada in connection with the Church of Scotland,
is under no subjection in spiritual matters to any
earthly power whatsoever beyond itself.

The call was numerously signed by the members
of the congregation, who by their readiness and
anxiety testified the deep interest they took in the
matter.

On the following day the Presbytery again met,
when, after the usual preliminary forms, the Rev.
Mr. Bell, of Dundas, preached a most appropriate
and impressive discourse from Psalms lxxviii, 5, 6,
and 7th verses; after which the usual questions
were put to Dr. Mair, and satisfactory answers
given by him.  Mr. Bell then, after a few well-timed
and forcible remarks, read the Act in regard to the
Synod’s spiritual independence, and reccived Dr,
Mair’s assent to it.

Dr. Mair was then duly admitted as minister of
Fergus, and received the right hand of fellowship
from the ministers present.

Appropriate charges to the minister and people

respectively were given by Mr. Bell and Mr. M<Kid.
The congregation was large and attentive, and at
the conclusion of the public services Dr. Mair re-
ceived @ most hearty welcome from them as their
minister. I could not but feel deeply interested in
the whole procecdings, for the cordiality and unan-
imity displayed by the people threughout was of the
strongest and most marked description ; and from
the expressions I heard uttered by many of them,
there is every reason to expect that much good will
be effected by this settlement.

On Thursday, the 3rd instant, the Presbytery
again met at Guelph, for the induction of the Rev.
Colin Grigor, late of L’Orignal. The Rev. Dr.
Mair, of Fergus, preached to a large and attentive
audience, from 1st Cor. ii chapter, 1st & 2nd verses,
with his usual ability and earnestness. The questions
were then put, and the Act of Independence read by
the Rev. Mre McKid, when Mr. Grigor was admitted
minister of ~t. Andrew’s Church, Guelph, and re-
ceived the right hand of fellowship. Thereafter Dr.
Mair gave a very solemn and impressive charge to
Mr. Grigor, which I think will be long remembered
by all who heard it; and Mr. Bell exhorted the
people in regard to their duty, in a clear, distinct,
and forcible manner. At the conclusion of the ser-
vices, Mr. Grigor was most cordially welcomed by
the members of the congregation. It may also be
stated as a very gratifying circumstance, being
indicative of the true state of public opinion and
sympathy in regard to the Presbyterian Church of
Canada, in connection with the Church of Scotland—
that three highly respectable clergymen, belonging
to other churches in town, were present throughout
the whole proceedings, in which they scemed to feel
a deep interest, and afterwards took an opportunity
of expressing to the Presbytery and a number of the
congregation their earnest wishes and prayers for
tlrlxc prosperity of the 8t. Andrews Church in this
place.

The congregation here have been long without a
minister, and the settiement of Mr. Grigor, whose
talents and worth are highly appreciated by his peo-
ple, promises to be followed by the happiest results.

A MeMBER oF THE KIRE.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

We earnestly solicit from our readers a
careful perusal of the following admirable
extract from the Church of Scotlund's
Missionary Record for January last, in
which the writer exhibits, in a most foreible
and practical manner, the deep responsi-
bility which is imposed upon Christians,
collectively and individually, to promote to
the utmost of their ability the extension of
the Redeemer’s Kingdom, more especially
by liberal contribution to Missionary enter-
prises in heathen lands.

India is daily becoming more open to the in.
fluences of Kuropean civilization, and the changes
resulting from these are manifestly favourable to
the prospects of the missionary. ~Superstition is
beginning to find that its ancicnt strongholds are
no longer tenable, and that henceforth new de.
fences must be constructed, and a new mode of
warfare adopted. Among those who have been
instructed at the government colleges, it may be
succceded by systematic infidelity, such as in
Europe resists the truth, and loves durkness rather
than light ; but, let the Hindoos be released from
the prejudices of caste, and wo may rcasonably
hope that, as they sce the vanity of their idols, and
are roused by the sepirit of inquiry, the gracious
Providence, that brings them urider the light of
modern civilization, will also open the hearts of the
people generally to weleome the Gospel as indecd
glad tidings of great joy. The acknowledged su.
periority of European intelligence may naturally
be expected in some measure to predispose their .
minds in favour of our institutions, and to secure
their respectful attention to the truths of our reli.



gion. Their disposition to receive our spiritual |
things is not to be estimated from their history
under the worldly policy which, through fear of
Injuring its interests, has scrupulously avoided any
interference with religion, and, in place of attempt.
1ng, n this respect, any improvement, rather for a
long period lent its protcction to customs the most
foul and degrading. Nor are we to listen to the
discouraging opinions advanced 8o authoritatively
by those who in India have spent many years
under this policy, and whose religious sensibilitics,
it is to be feared, have scarcely recovered from the
hardening influence of neglected Sabbaths and of
heathen society. They have, doubtless, witnessed
the power and prevalence of the Hindon supersti.
tion ; they have seen how much more the idolater
is influenced by his religion than in many cases
the Christian is by the pure precepts of the Gospel ;
they can tell, perhaps, of the injudicious attempts
of some half.educated and weak-minded mission-
ary, and of his miserable failure ; and from prem-
ises the most narrow and insuflicient they draw
the conclusion, that it is absurd to attempt con.
verting a people so hopelessly given over to idolatry.
But, because they have not felt the power of the
Gospel in their own hearts, they are to remecmber
that it has not on that account ceased to be the
power of God, and that it is now, through His
Spirit, not less mighty to overturn the idolatry of
India than it was to overturn that of Greece and
Romo, or to convert and civilize the barbarous
natives of our own island. Besides, they cannot,
though they have been in India, speak from cxpe-
rience of the failure or success of what they never
saw fairly tried. We cannot wonder that men
-h;:uld ot commend Christianity to the Hindoos,
Who use no endeavour to do so, and who by their |
OWn practice show that they have themsclves no
real and earnest faith in it. ~ But we rejoice to find
that a better order of things is beginning slowly, but
progressively, to dawn with regard to our Indian
policy, and that our rulers there do not now think
1t incumbent on them, when administering the
affairs of the Leathen, to forget that they are Chris.
tians. There arc now changes in India snfBeiontly
groat Lo refute the notions of those who so confi-
df?nlly maintained the immutability of its preju-
dices'and customs, and who thus sought to incul-
cate the folly of missionary cnterprise. Not only
have Eastern systems received a shock in British
India, from which they arc not likely eventually to
recover, but the same influence has also cxtended
itselfl to the country of the Sikhs, where improve-
ment seems to advanee with amazing rapidity,
and, we trust, is preparing the way for the equally
rapid introduction of the Gospel of peace. ** How
curious,” observes a writer in a recent number of
the Bombay Times, * it is to see Dhullep Singh
and his ministers observe the Christian Sabbath
more strictly in a heathen country than the Queen
of Eng]qnd and her cabinet in a Christian capital
;—heredxtary defender of the faith though she be.

* * * The administration of Colonel Law-
rence will quickly come to shame that which has
hitherto prevailed throughout India.”

Bat, whilst we find India in a state of preparation
for the reception of the truth, do we find equally
In our own country a work of preparation for the
Propagating of it? If missionary enterprisc has
:gee{::otllmler the’ strongholds of prejudice among

ol athen, has it not similar difficultics to contend
with among professing Christians? The Hindoo
13 scarccly less willing 1o Jisten to the Gospel mes.
sage than the professing Christian is to undertake
the labour and expense of sending it. Men are
frequently hicard expressing their surprise that so
little fruit has hitherto resulted from the missions
that bave been sent to India ; but, evey supposing
It were in their power to cstimate all the good that
these have aceomplished—good that will never e
fully known till the secrets of all hearts are made
Manifest—the question should rather be asked,
What good would they expeet from a proportional
#Moung of effort in our own country 7 Were e

Uy to weigh all the conditions of the question,
We should rather have reason to be surprised that
the feeble and often ill-dirccted cfforts of missions
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in India have accomplished o much, than that

’ they have done so little. There has been no such

altempt made on that vast country as was fitted to
produce anything like 2 general impression. The
work has never been tried on a scale either com-
mensurate with the resources of this Christian em-
pire, or with the extent and prevalence of Hindoo
wdolatry; and, considering the difficulties with
which, in such a country as India, the European
missionary has to contend, notlung further was to
be expected than the occasional conversion of in-
dividuale. But what is much wanted in that
country is the breaking up of the masses of society
by the influence of Christian doctrine. As things
are at present, individuals cannot make the profes-
sion of their faith without the heroic resolution that
would fit them to be martyrs ; bat, were a large
district of the East brought under the influence of
Christian teaching, and were sufficient numbers
instructed €0 as to counteract the dread of singu-
larity, we might expect far different results. The
timid wovld be encouraged by the strong, and, in
place of a few isolated instances, we should soon
have a gencral movement. As it is, the leaven of
missionary labour is spreading, but that, compared
with the lump, is only a very little leaven ; and let
us not be so unreasonable as to wonder that ite
progress is not more rapid, and that the results are
not more remarkable.

It is not so much to be wondered at that Chris-
tian Missions have made so little impression on
India as that the obligation to maintain and pro-
mote them has hitherto been so little felt among
ourselves. In many parishes there has been scarce.-
ly any attempt to awaken the attention of the
people to this important subject, for, even if they
have been called to make the annual contribution
required by the Church, they have rather been
asked 1o comply merely for the sake of obedience
with some unreasonable and exorbitant demand
than to avail themselves of a high Christian privi-
lege.  There may be individuals in congregations ;

but how few of them as a body beve hann tuiinod
10 rerard micsinnary o0ttipilov ad a part of Gospel

ubligation—how few have been made to fecl that,
just as they have the Gospel preached to them, so
are they bound to send it to others? To whom
are we to look either for Christian contributions or
prayers in behalf of this great work?  We in vain
lock as yet to the great body of the people ; we in
vain as yet expeet the united prayers of congrega.
tions : we find in them only a few individuals who
have the work at heart, who pray for its success,
who are willing to make sacrifices for it, and who
feel it a matter of personal disappointment when
aught occurs to retard or frustrate it. The many
who hear of the work, and perhaps speak of it,
content themselves with doing g0 ; and they will not
put themselves to a tenth part of the inconvenience
i promoting it that they cheerfully do to obtain
some idle and momentary gratification or foolish
luxury. The spiritual debt, which in love we owe
both to our brethren of mankind at home, and to
those who are in foreign lands, is one whose obli-
gations we often little think of, and which we scek
to discharge at the casiest rate possible. The call
is made, and in this men without scruple at once
declare themselves bankrupts; they have nothing
to pay; other demands have exhausted their re-
sources; and much ingenuity is often displaycd in
pleading the preferable claims of the objects that
have cngrossed their attention. It may well be
asked, is the Gospel fully and faithfully preached
where congregations are left uninstructed alike as
to the gencral obligation to extend the Redcemer’s
kingdom, and as to the opportunity of doing so
furnished by the Church of which they are mem.
bers?  Certain it is that multitudes, who profess to
belong to the Church, do not consider their own
spiritual intercsts, und what they virtually bird
themselves to do by every prayer they offer, when
they treat the appeals, that are made to them in
the cause of missions, as matters in which the y have
no concern. .

In pleading the cause of Forcign Missions we
scek not to interfere with any other work of benev-
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olence, but the reverse. Let charity begin al
home, let it heal the sick, clothe the naked, feed
the hungry, and instruct the ignorant; and we ar¢
sure that those whose hearts charity opens to these
exercises, will not confine their attention to the
things at home, but will endeavour also, as they
have means and opportunity, to look to the things
abroad, and will not neglect the cause of the be-
nighted heathen. When we hear attention to bod-
ily wants pleaded in excuse, as it frequently is, for
the neglect of spiritual wants—when we hear it
urged as a reason why there is no contribution to
the Missionary Schemes of the Chureh, that there
are so many local demands, and that it werebetter
to feed or educate the poor at home, than to send
away money to India,—wc cannot but fear that
these are in some instances the excuses, not of in-
ability, but of an unwilling mind. Of this we are
certain, that, if these good works are really perform.
ed in a proper spirit, their claims would not be
urged as exclusive of other Christian daties. The
fecding of the hungry body can never compensate
for the neglect of the far more awful hunger of the
perishing soul. It is not the first time that it has
been asked--+* Wherefore this waste?  Why was
not this given to the poor 9 Let there be true love
to Christ and true zcal in His service, and there
will be no setting up of one duty in opposition to
another—no attempt to make onc part of the law
void by the perforimance of another—all duty will
become a reasonable scrvice, and we shall do good
1o all as we have opportunity. Christ attended to
the bodily wants of men, and, whilst He did so, He
looked beyond them to their higher and everlasting
nccessities—His outward miracles were but an illus.
tration of His spiritual work—e said to the sick
of the palsy * take up thy bed and walk',” because
He also said unto him ¢ thy sins are forgiven thee.”
And very narrow must be our views of our breth-
ren’s wants—very imperfect our Christian love, if
we do not endeavour to do likewise. To pegleot

o denyr k- :
tLllqse of our (f‘WH l_{f’.l_lfe‘ }9 t&flmre itself teaches

us to love our friends, and do good to them that
do good tous; and the Gospel strengthens and
purifies the ties of nature, but it does much more;
it requires us not only to love our friends, but also
our cnemizs; to call to our feast not merely our
brethren, but thosc who have naturally no claim
on our fricndship and can never repay us—those
whose only claim is that they arc our {cllow-mem
and in circumstances of misery. ‘The Gospel secks
to bless all at home, but it extends its eompassion=
ate care to those also that are abroad, and it can.
not rest so long as there are nations whieh it has
not visited. In home bencvolence nature qx)d
Christiamity combine, but in the benevolence which
regards the stranger, which sceks the lost, whnch
endeavours to bless even such as are unwilling to
receive its blessing, the Gospel goes beyond nature,
and manifests its peculiar glory. In this respect,
provided we mind the calls of daty at home, the
spirit which leads us to care for thic heathen bg-
comes to us a scal of Christian character, and bears
witness to us that we are truly the d:pc:plcs of
Jesus. It was thus that He left the nincty and
nine and came forth to save the sheep that was
lost. He looked not on Lis own high estate, but
humbled Himself for man’s redemption. By word
and example He taught us also tu look from our
own things to those of others, and, as we have free-
ly received, frecly to give. Had the prmm,ple been
acted on that we arc only to attend to mew's bodily
wants, or only to feed und educate our own puor,
where would have been our knov{lcdge olf t!xc Gos=-
pel and its blessed hopes? Urging such tXCusce,
the scrvants of Jesus would have remained in their
distant hotnes, and never have crosscd the storiny
scas to visit our barbarous shores.  But they heard
the Redeemer'scommand, and their grateful hearts
prompted them to obey it and, as through them
Providence has acted towards us, so let us act to-
wards others—Ict therc bhe first a willing mind;
and, if we have uot silver and gold, we sha}l give
what is still more valuable than these—our sincere,
our hearly, and persevering prayers.
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THE FIELD OF MISSIONARY
ENTERPRISE.

Tt was our intention in this number to
have furnished our readers with a sketch
of the rise and progress of the India Mis-
sion of the Church of Scotland ; but, not
having been able to lay our hands on some
of the materials necessary to enable us to
furnish a connected narrative of that highly
important scheme, we have in the mean-
time preparcd from some late records an
account of the principal religions, or super-
stitions, as we may more properly term
them, existing at this time in Asia.

This will enable our readers to form
some idea of the great difficulties with
which the Missionaries have had to con-
tend in that quarter of the world ; and the
success which has attended their efforts
ought therefore to be the subject of the
oreater thankfulness.

Thedifferent systems of religion prevalent
throughout Asia may be classed into three
principal and five lesser superstitions,

The former consist of Brahminism, Bud-
Jdhism, and Fetishism, while the latter com-
prise Demon Worship, Sintoism, Magigm,
Nanekism, and the Religion of Confucius,

In the present number we will confine
our remarks to a sketch of the first of these,
ns it is that with which our Missionaries
haye most to contend, being the dominant

rehigion of the Hindus, and of British In-
dia. It receives 1ts name trom Brahia, o

god who holds a very prominent place in
Hindoo mythology, being the Agent left
by the supreme god Brahm, to do the
productive work of the world during the
period which the present universe is des-
tined to exist. = With regard to Brahm
himself, considered as Para Brahm or
the perfect god, he puts forth his pecu-
liar energy when one universe is to be an-
nihilated (or rather absorbed into himself),
and another to be created (or rather devel-
oped out of himself) ; but during the exis-
tence of one universe as at present, for in-
stance,he remainsina state of absolute quiet,
and in the enjoyment of a unity so perfect
that it is not impaired by so much as a sin-
zle thought or feeling.  All active agency
and all the vicissitudes of things are regard-
od as carried on by a triad, to whom
Brahm gave being, when he put forth his
selfmanifesting power millions of ages ago ;
and thus the energy of Brahma is perpet-
uated, now that he has again resumed
his state of retirement into absolute unity.
This triad of actual gods bears the name
of Brahma, the creator ; Vishnu, the pre-
server; and Shira, the destroyer; and it
is cxtremely interesting to observe that,
while in one point of view, these three
are regarded as three, in another they are
regarded as one, named Trimurti.

And here fain would we rejoice, that
amid all the darkness we have still a
whisper, an echo of the truth, an obscure
idea of the truo nature of the Godhead, a
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faint belief in a triune God. But, alas!
from the point at which we have now ar-
rived, every successive step, in acquainting
ourselves with Brahmanism, brings only
pain, and the consciousness of a hopeless
departure from all truth. Thus cach of
the three gods in the triad is declared to
have a consort, so that as primary objects
of the adoration of the Hindu, not only
are there three gods, but three goddesses
also. Nay besides, and beneath these
there is a host of subordinate gods, many
of them of infamous character, and in
number no fewer than threc hundred and
thirty millions. And hence, however,
spiritual and promising the Brahminical re-
ligion may be under one point of view,
yet viewed practically, and as held by the
millions of India, it is a very complicated,
and degrading, and we must add, a very
cruel and most impure idolatry. In fact
it is an unlimited pantheism. It considers
all things animate and inanimate,—all life
and movement.—every desire of the hu~
man breast and every lust, to be in some
sense a manifestation of God. It therefore
worships whatever exists, tempts to indul-

Lgence, and conscerates crime; and what

the few in the west perpetrate in defiance
of religion, the millions of India practise
with all the pomp and cireumstance of re-
ligious ceremony.

Brahmanism has a countless multitude
of hanks of great antiquity, which are re-
garded as divine, and of wich supreme
authority in religion that nothing equals
them except a certain unwritten tradition
(equally divine) now in the possession of
the priesthood only. On the subject of
tradition, it is extremely curious and in-
structive to study the laws of Menu which
still constitute the code ¢f Hindoo law, and
to remark how much both the theory and
practice of Brahmanism resemble some of
the systems prevalent in our own land.

The doctrines contained in the Vedas
(or book of laws given from abcve) are of
a very mixed character. On one page a
truth attracts the eye, so pure and sacred
that one feels altogether disposed to regard
it as an ccho caught, before it had expired,
of the original revelation made to the
human family : but on the very next page
some ridiculous fiction or unmeaning cerc-
mony is inculcated. And yet we should not
call it unmeaning ; for almost all the cere-
monies alluded to, and which constitute the
greater part of the whole, have a meaning,
and that not very difficult to be discovered.
They all mean to render the individual wor-
shipper quite helpless without the assistance
of a Brahman ; and they all look as if they
had been designed for this one object—the
aggrandisement of the priesthood. And this
tendency in them, while it indicates their
end, scems also to indicate their origin,
Upon the whole, the general aspeet of the
Vedas is that of compositions which had
as an original basis a simple faith, but

which, before, or perhaps, sinee they were
committed to writing, had been sophisti-
cated by the interpolation of a self-aggran-
dising priesthood, pandering in every page
to man’s proneness to idolatry and love of
superstition. Nor let it be supposed that
such a view is incompatible with the ad-
missions which have been already made as
to the high intellect of many of the Brah-
mans. The priests have kept on good
terms with their own reason all the while,
by having abandoned the original theism
of the human family for pantheism, a sys-
tem very pleasing to an over-refined intel-
lectuality such as a large number of the
Brahmans scem to possess ; and of which
polytheism and idolatry must always be
the popular form. The works which set
forth the details of this polytheism are
named Puranas, They are numerous, and
the accounts they give of the various gods
are very revolting. The works which in
the case of one of the leading sects, form
the directory for the worship of these idols
arc named Tantras: and these give mi-
nute directions how to conduct religiously
the most unspeakable crimes.  These
works rather than the Vedas, are the actual
authoritics in modern Brahmanism, The
Vedas are known comparatively to very
few. The private acquisition of a knowl-
cdge of them is indeed strictly prohibited.
The code of the Hindoo law says: ¢ He
who shall acquire knowledge of the Veda
without the assent of his preceptor, incurs
tho guilt of stealing the seripture, and shall
sink to the region of torment. Surely he
who declares the law to a servile man, and
he who instructs him in the mode of ex-
piating sin, exeept by the intervention of
a priest, sinks with that very man into
the hell called Assamvrita.”

Besides these works the Brahmaniceal
system has produced a great many other
books. The Vedas themselves do indeed
treat of all subjects, and profess to sct all
knowledge upon the basis of revelation,
and thus to prevent all inquiry and super-
sede all subsequent writings. But the
Vedas themselves soon gave rise to other
books. They are in many passages ob-
scure. Ience commentaries, and these, as
is always the case with commentaries, arc
of two kinds, one breathing only the spirit
of devotion, and of submission to authori-
ty, the other breathing the spirit of «
free interpretation, Of these, the former
in reference to the Vedas is the Mimansa
of Jaimini, the latter the Vedanta of Vyasa,
and each school has many followers.

Besides this, but still related to religion
and the Vedas, the Hindoos have also
various systems of philosophy, of which
none departs so widely from the Vedas or
has produced so great results as that named
Sankhya. This is a system of rationalism
and free thinking, which yet, in some of its
leading points, has been often strangely
incorporated with orthodox Brahmanism.



1t is believed by many to have given origin
to Buddhism, the religion which once
rivalled, and seems now to have outstrip-
ped Brahmanism in the number of its ad-
herents over all the east, and of which
we propose to give an account in a future
number. '

It would not be possible here to give
any detailed account of the Brahmanical
faith. We may, however, remark that it
teaches the doctrine of immortality only
under the idea of absorption into Brahm,
or the preposterous form of the metempsy-
chosis, or transmigration of souls ; that is,
it maintains that the soul, when it leaves
the body, enters, accordingly as it is more
or less pure, into some beast or bird more
or less clean or unclean, and flits, after its
appointed time of sojourning in one, into
another and another, until at last, being
wholly purified, it attains to a fitness for
heing emancipated from all created taber-
nacles and for being absorbed into the great
spirit of the Universe. Eremites and Mys-
tics, however, Samyasis and Zogis, who
are successful in their austerities and con-
templations, enter into the state of absorbed
existence at once; and other good Hindus,
who are not fit for this, but who yet are
possessed of much merit, enter some heaven
or other at death (of which they believe
there are many, but the most inviting is
that of Indra), and only aftcr having ex-
hausted their purchase moncy of merit, do
they deseend to undergo the needful trans-
migrations. The disobedient and nogleut-
ful Hindu, in like manner, descends at
once into some hell (the number of them
being equally great with the heavens), from
which after a term of penance and expia-
tion, proportioned to the character of his
previous life, he comes up to animate the
body of some impure beast or bird, and to
migrate from one to another as may be
required.

This, to us so strange, doctrine of trans-
migration naturally leads to abstinence
from killing animals and from cating their
tlesh; and no wonder, for, in killing and
eating a sparrovw, one might be killing and
cating his own mother or any other near
relative or friend.  Accordingly this absti-
nence, though by no means so general as
the theory of Hinduism would lead us to
expect, is rigidly observed by numbers of
the higher classes in India. The doetrine
of transmigration is also made use of by
the priesthood of India in their schemes of
punishment destined for those who dispute
their right to a spiritual despotism. Thus,
if a Brahman is smitten *“in anger and by
design even with a blade of grass” it is
ordained in the laws of Menu that « the
offender shall be born in one and twenty
migrations from the wombs of impure quad-
rupeds !”
 The punishments of the Hindu Code are
1 ndeed extremely cupious as awhole, There
13 one feature in them, however, which
shotvs pretty clearly fromn what quarter

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

they have emanated. The punishments
destined for the laity are always extremely
severe, and very generally of a corporal or
temporal nature. Those destined for the
priesthood on the contrary are generally
spiritual only. Thus, for the laity, in re-
ference to their manner of addressing the
priesthood, the following law is enacted :
“If he” (the lower caste man) mention
their name and classes with contumely, as
if he say, ¢ Oh ! Deradatta, thou refuse of
Brahmas”—¢ an iron stile, ten fingers long,
shall be thrust redhot into his mouth.
Should he through pride give instructions
to the priests concerning their duty, let the
king order some boiling oil to be dropped
into his mouth and ears!” If the person
committing the assault be himself a Brah-
man, however, the law is different. In
that case there is no mention of bodily
torture ; but on the contrary the punish-
ment is “let him be whirled about for a
century in the hell named Tamison.”

In the above laws allusion is made to
Caste, one of the most remarkable peculiari-
ties in the constitution of Hindu society in
India. The division of the population of a
country into distinet orders, such as is im-
plied in the term Caste, appears in ancient
times to have prevailed much more extens-
ively even than it does now. In India,
however, it still exists in great force, and
forms an integral part of the Brahmanical
system,

It plainly gives great acsleiames ov v
D:alilans in maintaining their authority,
and presents a proportionately great ob-
stacle to the free course of the Gospel.
The friends of the good cause, however,
ought not to be discouraged on this ac-
count. Caste is found to yicld to new
lights. Buddhism, though not admitting
of being spoken favorably of in many re-
spects, has already to a great extent oblit-
erated Caste over millions ; and the friends
of the Evangelical cause, who are, or have
been,in the east, assure us, that even in its
stronghold Caste is beginning to give way
under the benignant light of the Gospel of
truth,

These castes, which extended as far as
Egypt in the time of Herodotus, are four in
number, each of which is again subdivided
into many sections. They are represented
in the Vedas as having all sprung from
Brahma in the following manner. The
highest, the sacerdotal and official class,
that is the Brahmans themselves (the
authors of the system), and all the Vedas,
also, sprung from the head or mouth of
Brahma. The next or military caste, to
which the Rajahs or native princes belong,
and which is named Kshatriga (from the
word signifying protection) sprung, from his
arms. The third caste, to which the mer-
cantile and agricultural part of the com-
munity belong, and which is named Vaishya
from the word signifying wealth, sprung
from his belly or thighs. And the fourth
castz, to which all artisang and labourers

Cav

of the Brahmanical faith belong, and which
is named Sudra from the word signifying
labour, sprung from his feet. The extra-
ordinary minuteness of the ranks into
which each of these castes is again sub-
divided, has been remarked by all European
travellers, and is the amusement as well as
annoyance (in the matter of servants) of
every new arrival in India. Being so well
known, therefore we need not further ex-
plain it here, and will only remark that it
is maintained with a tenacity worthy of a
bettercause. Such, then, is the mythology
of the castes of India ; and in the laws of
Menuy, very much is builtupon this. Thus,
immediately after an account of the origin
of the various castes, we find these words :
“ Since the Brahman sprang from the most
excellent part, sinee he possesses the Veda,
he is by right the chief of the whole crea-
tion;” and again, © The very birth of a
Brahman is a constant incarnation of
Dhurna, God of Justice ; for the Brahman
is born to promote justice, and to procure
ultimate happiness,” ¢ Whatever cxists in
the universe is all in effect, though not in
form, the wealth of the Brahman, since the
Brahman is entitled to it all by his primo-
geniture and eminenee in Dirth.” ¢ The
Brahman eats but his own food, wears but
his own apparel, and bestows but his own
alms. Through the benevolence of the
Brahman, indecd, other mortals enjoy life.

Let every man, gccording to his ability,
give weaith to Brahmans” detached from

the world, and learned in seripture.”
¢ Those who give (to Brahmans) shall at-
tain heaven after this life.”

Such are a few of the claims and preten-
sions of Brahmans. It must nos, however,
be suppossed that, in order to sccure such
vencration from the millions, they do no-
thing but refer to their orvigin.  In the last
quotation there is a reference to their
manner of life. They are there character-
ised as detached from the world. But the
rigours, to which some of them submit, or
which at least are preseribed for them in
the same ocode of laws, arc fearful. Of
these austerities some idea may be formed
from the following cxtracts :—¢ Iaving
thus remained in the order of a housc-
keeper, as the law ordains, let the twice
born man, who had before completed his
studentship, dwell in a forest, his faith
being firm, and his organs wholly subdued :
let him wear a black antelope’s hide, or a
vesture of bark ; let him bathe evening an‘d
morning ; let him suffer the hair of bis
head, his beard, and his nails, to grow con-
tinually.” Of another order it Is said,
« His hair, nails, and beard, being clipped,
bearing with him a dish, a staff, and a
waterpot, his whole mind being fixed on
God, let him wander about continually
without giving pain to animal or vegetabl:
beings.” And again, ““In the hot seasomn,
let him sit cxposed to five fires blazing

around him, and the sun above him; in
the rainy scason let him stand uncovered
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without even a mantle, where the clouds
pour the heaviest showers; in the cold
scason, let him wear a humid vesture,
and let him increase by degrees the austeri-
ty of his devotion.”

The reader will be astonished to find
such remarkable similarity in the ideas and
penances of the Brahmans and those of
the Romish priesthood, and he has only to
enter deeply on the study of the subject,
in order to be satisfied that the love of
spiritual supremacy has led both to adopt
the same system and same practices,

Besides the four castes with their sub-
divisions which have been named, there
exist also, distributed through India, vast
numbers of outcasts, or persons who have,
for some offence or other, forfeited the
rights and privileges of caste. Of these,
many are regarded by the Hindus as in-
finitely lower than the lowest of themselves.
We allude in particular to the Pariahs, a
race who are looked down upon to such a
degree that they are obliged to live by
themselves, to avoid Hindus, and to mark
the fountains they drink from, in order
that the castes may not defile themselves
by using the water from the same source.
This they do by surrounding them with
the bones of animals which are of course
an abomination to the Hindus, and yet the
poor Pariah has his revenge, being free to
pick the bones before he so places them, a
privilege to whiosh tho man of high caste is
a stranger all his days.

It would be quite impossible to give any
idea here of the complicated morals and
ceremonial of Brahmanism. It may be re-
marked, however, that it teaches to sub-
due the passions, not certainly, as the true
religion does, by temperance and purity
only, but also by fantastic scverities and
self-tortures. It also prescribes an almost
endless multitude of purifications. Even
the gods themselves (or rather indeed those
images which they make of the gods), are
bathed annually in certain rivers, regarded
as sacred and all purifying. This religion
also inculeates a vast number of strange
ceremonies, long pilgrimages, and annual
festivals, at some of which, especially those
of Dinga, Shira, and Kali, the most horrid
rites are observed, descriptions of which
have frequently been given in the letters
and journals of the. Missionaries. Almost
every person has heard of the prostrations
and crushings of the devotces before the
bloody wheels of the god chariot of J ugger-
naut ; of the swinging, even in the streets of
Caleutta, of devotees voluntarily suspended
by hooks piereed in their sides, and of the
burning of widows along with the dead
bodies of their husbands. Some of these
practises are continued to this day, and it
is only of late years that by government
interference human sacrifices have ceased
to be oftered. It is indeed said that even
yet in times of public calamity, the wives
of Brahmans are to be scen throwing
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themselves from the tops of pagodas as ex-
piatory offerings,

Would that they but knew of the ex-
piation made once for all, and saw that the
blood of one sinful creature could not atone
for another’s sins! Would that they but
returned to the fountain head of their faith,
and, discharging that polluted stream from
which they now draw; would rest in the
blessed doctrine of the Triune God, and
of Immanuel, God with us! |

(From the Church of Scotland's Missionary Record
Jor February.)

LEVENINGS ON MY MISSIONARY EXPEDITION,

BY THE REV., MOSES MARGOLIOUTH, MIS-
SIONARY AT TUNIS.

We insert the concluding part of Mr.
Margoliouth’s Journal, which we were ob-
liged to postpone from want of room. The
whole communication is suggestive of va-

rious important and interesting topics for
reflection.

October 1st. T expected to have been able to leave
this island for Tunis on Monday next, but a circum-
stance occurred today which will confine me here
for fifteen or sixteen days more. This is extremely
trying. A captain from Alexandria arrived here,
ignorant of the quarantine regulations, and therefore
landed and went to enjoy a perambulation through
the streets of Valetta. The authorities soon found
out this irregularity, the poor captain was arrested,
and the innocent island and its inhabitants have been
put into quarantine for fifteen days. As far as I am
concerned, I am extremely anxious to proceed to
Tunis ; but the Lord knows best; He may yet have
work for me here.  May I learn always to breathe
e praye dlviucly tuughity € Thy will be done.””

October 24. 1 had a short interview with Di. Wil.
son, who was on his way to Bombay, on board the
ll)lindostan. He gave me a kind invitation io Bom~

ay.

October 4th. This day I was almost entirely taken
up with three Jews. In the evening I addressed a
missionary meeting, at which the Bishop of Gibral-
tar presided.  Sir Cecil Bisshopp opened the meet—
ing with a speech, and I concluded it by endeavour—
ing to furnish some idea of the practical working of
the various missionary societies ; but so much time
was appropriated for the speech that but little re-
mained for the information.

October 5th. 1 examined the curiosities in the mu~
seum here, and the medals in the library. I dined
with the Bishop of Gibraltar. The Bishop enter-
tained his guests with several intefesting anccdotes
about the state of Italy, whence he has just returned,
in reference to its religious, civil, and political con-
dition.

October 13th. Met with three Jews today, two
from Jerusalem, and one from Alexandria.  We had
a long and, 1 trust, instructive conversation about
Judaism and Christianity.

Oclober 14th. This day arrived here father De
Santes, 2 Romish priest of high standing, who is
about publicly to renounce the errors of Popery, and
has become an humble disciple of Protestantism.
Met the bishop at dinner at Sir Cecil Bisshopp’s
house. The conversation at table proved very in-
teresting and instructive.

1 am glad that all obstacles which retarded my
proceeding to Tunis are now removed, and that to-
morrow is positively fixed for the departure of the
steamer Scotia for the regency. I have no reason
to think that my time has been misspent whilst here ;
on the contrary, I can trace most obviously the
hind of God in my confinement; I can see very
clearly that it pleased our Heavenly Father, of His
gracious goudness, to employ me, though unworthy
of the least of his mercies, and weak, and of no rep-
utation, in order to work out some of His merciful
designs. I was called upon to preach both to Jew

and Gentile in this small island. 1 did so, I trust,
with a single eye to the glory of our adorable Re-
deemer 5 and I have good ground for believing that
the Gospel, which was here preached, may prove the
power of God unto salvation both to Jews and Gen-
tiles.

October 16th, on board the Scotia. This morning
I received a kind note from the Bishop of Gibraltar,
inviting me to an carly dinner—at 2 o’clock, P.M.,—
with him ; and, as the vessel was to leave before
o’clock, I accepted the invitation. About 10 o’clock,
A.M. a young man, a Jew, called upon me, sent by
the Bishop, who was anxious to know something of
Christianity. 1 began to speak and to cross-examine
him, and found my visitor remarkably well versed in
the Old Testament Scripture, a gond Hebrew scholar,
and, what was best of all, a most sincere and anxious
inquirer after the truth as itis in Jesus. The young
man, though of a very rich family, and of a very good
education, found himsclf in Malta, a great distance
from his native country, Russia, in rather poor cir-
cumstances. He knew I was going off this very day
to Tunis, which saddened his heart much, as he was
very anxious to obtain thorough information respect-
ing the doctrines of Christianity. e therefore hit
on what he thought a good idea, viz. to offer himself
as a servant to me, in order that he might have an
opportunity of obtaining Christian instruction. I
was pleased with this young man’s obvious sincerity.
Tacceded to his wishes, though I never intend to
make him my servant. 1 am convineed that God,
who moves in a mysterious way, performing His
wonders, destines him to be a servant of the Lord
Jesus Christ.  He is now with me here, overpowered
with heartfelt gratitude on account of this providen-
tial episode in his history ; and I cannot help think-
ing that I have another proof that it was God who
ordered my continuance in the island of Malta for
s0 long a space of time, in order to bestow upon me
the high honour of leading some of His people to a
saving knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. Blessed be His holy name, ¢ He hath no
pleasure in the death of a sinner, but rather that he
should be converted and live.

A VISIT TO CZERSKI.

WE have been requested by the Conven-
cr of the Gencral Assembly’s Committee
on Forcign Churches to insert in our col-
umns the following communication, from
the Rev. Mr. M‘Leod of Dalkeith, which
appeared in the November number of the
periodical entitled ¢ Evangelical Christen-
dom.” Theletter contains much interest-
ing information regarding Czerski, who,
without having any tinge of the rational-
istic views which, it is to be feared, have
mingled largely with other movements in
the same quarter in opposition to Roman-
ism, holds, we have every reason to believe,
those cvangelical truths that can alone be
expected to prove instrumental in produc-
ing newness of life, and who is, like his
associates in the work, a man of unfeigned
piety. Still there is evidently room for
greater simplicity in Czerski’s mode of cel-
cbrating public worship ; and the views of
his people seem yet to be, on some points,
indistinct.  But already a great transition
has taken place; and we trust that they
may be enabled to adhere stedfastly to, and
adorn, the truths which they profess,

Dualkeith Manse, Sept. 20, 1847.

My DEAR Sir,—According o promise, I will
now give you an account of a short visit paid last
month to the continent by Rev. R. H. Herschell
and myself, chiefly for the purpose of ascertaining
by personal inquiries and observation the present

state of ¢ the Reform movement > in Prussian Po-
land and Silesia.




We left Berlin upon Friday the 13th of August,
reaching Wollenburgh (via Stettin) that evening.
Yhere is a railroad the whole way ; the distance be-
ing about 100 miles. At Wollenburgh we saw the
Yutheran minister, who spoke very highly of Czerski.
Next day (Saturday) we posted 62 miles to Schnei~
demiihl, the scene of Czerski’s labours. This is a
small town in Prussian Poland, containing about
4,000 inhabitants. It has four places of worship,
helonging to the Lutherans, Papists, Christian-Cath-
olics, and Jews. Polish is spoken by the working
classes in the town and surrounding country.

We found Czerski waiting for us, as we had
written to him, announcing our intended visit, He
had provided apartments for us in a most comfort-
able hotel, kept by a Jewish famll.y. We arranged
together, before parting for the night, that Czerski
should preach in the forenoon of Sabbath, Mr. Her-
schell in the afternoon, and that we should hold a
private meeting in the evening with Czerski and his
¢lders. Next morning, accordingly, we went to his
church. The building is extremely neat. It is
seated for about 500 people, and cost, I think, £1200.
As we entered, the congregation were singing one
of Luther’s hymns, with loud and harmonious voices
led by an organ and a tolerably good choir. About
120 people were present. The passages and the
space round the altar were strowed with flowers, in
token (as we afterwards learned) of their gladness
in seeing distant Christian brethren among them.
The end of the church was occupied by the altar,
which was elevated some stcps above the floor ; it
was covered with a white cloth ; upon it were a cru-
cifix, and lighted candles, and the communion cup,
concealed by an embroidercd coverlet. Czerski
soon entered  He was dressed in a long black
vestment reaching to his feet, over which was a
handsomely worked cambric or muslin dress with
sleeves, reaching to the waist. e knelt before the
cruciflx, and prayed for a feww moments in silence.
'The public service then proceeded in nearly the fol-
Inwing order ;—after singing the hymn, three prayers
were offered up 5 onc being a confession of sin, and
then a petition for pardon and acceptance, and the
last a thanksgiving for past mereies; then a lesson
from the Gospels and Epistles was read, succeeded
by a prayer that God’s word might be a living truth
in the soul. The creed (either the Apostles’ or
sometimes a shorter form) was then repeated by the
minister.  Next followed the sermon, after a short
prayer in the pulpit ; all was concluded by partaking
of the sacrament. This is the form of public wor-
ship which is followed by all the New Reform
churches in Poland. The prayers were all read by
the minister, standing at the altar, with his face to
the people. Some of the prayers were from Dr.
‘Fheiner’s printed liturgy, and others from a MS. of
Czerski’s. The congregation did not join audibly
in prayer, or give any response.

Czerski,. r some explanation regarding the
nature of the Lord’s supper—that it was intended to
keep Christ’s death in remembrance, and after offer-
ing up a prayer that Christ might dwell in us by
faith—partook himself of the sacrament alone at the
altar.

I forgot to mention the substance of his sermon,
His subject was the Gospel lesson of the day—the
whole passage in Luke, chap, x.25—37. He chiefly
dwelt upon the importance of the question put by
the lawyer—the sinful carelessness of the world re-
garding it—the fact that Christ alone can show us
the way of life—the nature of true religion as here
described, a right state of mind (4. e. love) to God
and man, and that this could be alone possessed
through faith in Jesus Christ. Thus closed the
forenoon service.

Understanding that Czerski was to teach a class
in the afternoon, I went to hear him; only three
were present ; five was his full number. They
were preparing for the communion. The instruction
was excellent ; the truth which he inculcated from
the portion of the catechism which formed the class
lesson for the day, was the true nature of the Chris-
tian church :—1It was Catholic, being made up of
all_believers; apostolic, being found upon apos-
Volic doctrine, as revealed in Scripture ; it was one
:ﬂm‘;ﬁone baptism—even that of the Holy Spirit ;

e faith, in one living Head, Who was not the
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Pope, but Jesus Christ, over all and in all, Prophet,
Priest, and King, to whom all became united who
possessed a living faith in Him, such a faith as, work-
ing by love, brought forth fruit unto holiness.

Mr. Herschell preached in the afternoon at four
o’clock, the usual hour of evening worship, Czerski
had announced his intention of doing so, in the most
cordial manner, The church was crowded—seats
and passages. Many Jews were present. After a
few words upon the nature of prayer, and the liberty
which the children of God have in approaching their
heavenly Father, he offered up the first extempore
prayer they had ever heard. He then gave a short
narrative of his visit to Nazareth, and to Jerusalem,
and made this the groundwork for weaving in im-
portant and fitting truths regarding Christ and his
work ; the fulfilment of prophecy ; the importance
of attending to the things of our peace in time ; the
necessity of faith in Christ, &c.; concluding by an
earnest exhortation to cleave fast to Christ amidst
all difficnity and opposition, and to be earnest in
prayer and in readi]\g the Scriptures. The address
was most appropriate, and listened to throughout
with riveted attention. Several persons came after
the service, and asked Mr. Herschell to let them
have the prayers he offered up in the church, and
were surprised to find they were entirely cxtempora-
neous.

After service e held our private meeting. This
was in Czerski’s house: that house alone affords
abundant evidence that poor Czerski was not made
rich, at least, by lcaving the Church of Rowe. It
is a small one-storied cottage, situated close to his
church, and presenting a siriking contrast to it; it
is barely large enough to contain his family. Every
thing about it is of the humblest description ; there
is not a parish schoolmaster in Scotland who has
not a better. We found his elders waiting for us ;
and here I may just mention the organization of the
congregation. ‘The people clect a certain number,
varying according to the size of the congregation, of
respectable individuals to govern the chnrch along
with the minister. “These are termed elders (dic
aelteste) ; they are clected annually.  These clders
clect from their number an executive (die vorsteher)
of four or five, one of wham takesS Chiage O educa-
uon, another of money, another looks after the
poor, another the sick ; and in large congregations
one takes charge of public correspondence, while
each of the cxecutive is assisted by an elder. The
whole body take an oversight of the members of the
congregation.  About ten were present at our
mecting.  Our object in calling themn together was
to understand morc fully their views and statc
of ‘mind, and especially to address andl exhort
them in a fuller and franker manner than could
be done in public, upon certain points which
we thought required the friendly advice and counsels
of neutral parties, in whase good intentions we were
aware that perfect confidence was placed. We
accordingly spoke our minds fully to them. The
topies upon which we chiefly enlarged, were the
deep iuterest which, we knew from our own personal
observations both in America and Britain, was
excitod in their behalf 3 the importance of their
position, whether for good or evil ; their heavy re-
sponsibility for the use they made of the talent God
had put into their hands in thus calling them to
witness for the truth ; the absolute necessity of their
holding fast to positive Christianity and the truth as
revealed in Scripture,which we illustrated by the bear-
ing of such facts as the Resurrection and Divinity of
Christ upon our duties and our hopes. 'We also ex-
pressed our opinion upon therr duty of .seeking a
greater measure of reform in their public worship ;
more spiritual and more united prayer ; the laying
aside candles and crucifixes, and priests’ garments,
and the celebrating of the Lord’s supper fogether ;
aud concluded by exhorting them to private, and
also to united, prayer as a body who had such im~

rtant duties to discharge.

Though our conference lasted a considerable time,
we were listened to with the utmost patience and
kindness. Each person present, then, in an open
and easy manner, stated his opinion of al we ad-
vanced. They declared their sense of the import-
ance of their position ; their determination to hold

fast to positive Christianity in opposition to Ration-|
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alism ; their earnest desire to reform their worship:
more and more, though much, very much, had been
already accomplished :~—but that, on the one hand,
the prejudices of the people brought up in Popery
and much attached, therefore, to symbolical wor-
ship, and on the other, the Rationalism of Rongé,
which is giving up Christ crucified, and all the char-
acteristic doctrines of Christianity, rendered it nec-
essary for them to proceed in any reform with cau-
tion and prudence, lest their good should be evil
spoken of by those who were watching for their halt-
ing. They also promised to begin a weekly meet-
ing for the study of the Scriptures and prayer.

I have thus, without any comment, given you
the history of our Sabbath spent in Schueidemiihl.
There is only one other fact connected with it that I
may mention. On our return home late in the even~
ing to our hotel, we called upon the minister of the
Evangelical Church, who, while deploring the num~
ber 0($ churches and sects in his parish, and wishing
very naturally that there was only one (his own), yet
spoke in the kindest manner regarding Czerski, de~
claring his conviction that he was a sincere and pious.
man. This was very gratifying to us, and confirm-
ed our convictions.

We started on Monday merning by courier post
for Posen, the distance being sixty miles, and the
road so sandy, and the weather 8o scorching, as to
make it impossible for us to travel, even with four
horses, more than six or seven miles an hour.
Czerski, at our request, accompanied us, as we
wished to see more of him in private, and to meet
our mutual friend, Pastor Post, in Posen. There
were many little incidents which occurred on the
journey, showing the interest he has created through-
out the district. The old postmaster, for instance,
at the Polish town of Obernic, the moment he rec—
ognized him, seized him cordially by the hand, and
cxpressed the greatest joy at seeing him. ¢ Ah,
Herr Prediger Czerski,” he said, “but I rcjoice to
see you alive and well ! Do you not remember how
fierce the people were when you passed through this
town on your way frum Posen 7 llow they raged,
and stormed, and watched for you, as if anxjous 4
take yone life ? and how 1 brougne you inio this
very room and protected you ? Jch! what a set!
and you are well and happy too; God bless you,
Herr Prediger; be brave and steadfast, and God
will help and defend you.””  And the old man poured
out expressions of joy at seeing him once more.

We arrived at Posen about eight in the evening.
This town contains about 40,000 inhabitants; of these
there are upwards of 8,000 Jews. The great ma-~
Jjority of the professing Christian population are
Papists. Popery is here in its worst form. The
priests are eminent and notorious in wickedness, and
the people in ignorance. ‘I'he Protestant church is
also at a low ebb. 1VWe remained here until Thurs-
day. We had much conversatiop with Post, and we
have every reason to believe that both he and Czerski
were comforted and strengthened by having had this
opportunity of meeting and consulting together upon
their present dutics and future prospects. Postis a
man of thought and of power, resolute and courage-
ous, and possessed of sincere and unaffected piety.
We regretted much that we could not spend a Sab-
bath with him.* I went, however, to see the hall
in which be preaches ; it is capable of containing, I
should think, five or six hundred pcople. The altar
is arranged like the one at Sehneidemukl. It was
the consecrating of this church which occasioned a
commotion in Posen, that might have ended in very
serious consequences, but for the interposition of the
military.  Czerski’s life was threatened, if not really
attempted. He had to escape out of the house in
which he lodged in disguise. Upwards of 30,000
people belonging to the town and surrounding
country were marched through the streets as g
religious procession, headed by the clergy, and car~
rying relics, in order to drive the devil out of Posen.
But he has been too long in the city 10 be so easily
dismissed from it, more especially by those who
were his chicf supporters, and who, if he left them

e The writer, since his return to Scotland, has re.
ceived an interesting letter from Post and his ** kirke

session,’” portions of which will be given in a futu
number of the Record, & re
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for a time, have evilently given him a heaity wel-
eome on his return. I paid a visit to the cathedral
in which Czerski had been a vicar and Post a priest.
An altar-piece in one of the side chapels attracted
my attention. It was a marble slab, with figures in
alto-relievo. The man who shows the cathedral to
strangers explained to me the story, and which was
thus preserved for the instruction of the faithful
while engaged in worship. ¢ 1 hat figure who stands
up with his hand outstretched,”” said my informant,
““is St. Anthony. He holds in his hand the holy
sacrament ; before him you perceive an ass kneel-
ing. For three days the animal remained in that
ﬁ:}sitjon, though his manger, as you see, is beside

im full of provender untouched. ‘Those two men
who are taking off their hats represent two who
had been unbelievers in the real presence, but who
testify their faith in this mystery, having been con-
vinced by the adoration of the more believing brute >
I asked my informant if he could tell me anything
about Czerski, and Post. who had, in spite of such
miracles, forsaken the worshp of the cathedral, and
the faith of the Church of Rome. He replied, that
Czerski had given up preaching, and left his people ;
and that Post, he believed, was in the town, but he
had neither church nor people ! Whether the man
really believed any of his own stories, I did not
wait to inquire; they were in perfect keeping,
however, with Posen Cathedral. As Posen was the
last town in Prussian Poland connected with the re-
form movement which we visited, I shall sum up,
before bringing you into Silesia, a few facts which we
learned, and a few opinions which we formed re-
garding the reformed churches in this duchy.

1. ‘There are in Prussian Poland about fifieen Chris~
tian Catholic congregations—each numbering upon
an-average 3)0 souls (old and young'. The number
of souls connccted with the following congregations,
for in:tance, a-e—Posen, 746 ; Schncidemuil, 400 ;
Bromberg, Gou ; Taorn, 400,

2. The above congregations have only five rezular
m'nisters, Post, Czerski, Bernhardt (Thorn) —
Schwassman (Bromberg)—and Sylvester (Upper
Silesiay.

3. All those congregations, with the'r pastors,
bold positive Christiunity, and refuse to be identifi~
ed with Rongé and his party.

We had every reason to believe that Czerski and
Past were the sincere houest Christian men which
we always took them to be, when we first made
their acquaintance on their visit to London in 1846.
We are convinced that they desire the glory of God,
end that they will every day oblain greater measures
of light and truth. \Ve must, however, admit, that
they are still defective in some of their religious
opinions, but the Lord will guide them into all truth.
We earnestly recommend them and their brethren in
Poland to the sympathies and prayers of the Church
of Christ. Owing to the peculiar state of parties 'n ‘jer
many, they are viewed with distrust ; one party think
they are t00 orthodox and cramped in their opinions,
and have yet to imbibe truer ideas of Christian free—
dom before they can command the sympathies of the
enlightened public. Another party think them not
orthodox enough, so long as they remain separate
from the Evangelical Church ; while, from their de-
sire for church frecdom, and from their former con-
noxion with Rongé, they are saspected of holding
rationalistic views. In the meantime these men and
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tions, wisely administered, not merely for the tempo-
ral support of the pastors, but to establish libraries,
and circulate tracts in connexion with each congre-
gation.

I shall, in another letter, give you some account
olt our visit to Kongé. I trust, however, that from
this very hurried and imperfect sketch of what we
saw and heard in Prussian Poland, you are disposed
with us not to despise even this day of small things ;
and that you share those feclings which (illed our
hearts as we bade farewell to Czerski and Post,
aller praying together with them, when we could not
‘“ but thank God and take courage:”

East Inpia Housk, LoNDoN.—A¢t a re-
cent meeting of the Court of Directors, an
interesting discussion took place respecting
the continuance of the money payment to
the Temple of Juggernaut—of infamous
notoriety. It will, we are sure, surprise our
readers, as much as it did ourselves on
perusing the subjoined Report, to find that
this payment still continues to be made by
the local Government of India, though in
apparent contradiction to the orders of the
India Board. Mr. Poynder’s motion for
printing certain papers in relation to the
subject was carried, but the main motien,
it will be observed, is postponed. It is
ardently to be hoped that he will persevere
in his endeavours till he succeed in putting
a stop to a practice so repugnant to every
Christian’s feelings,and so demoralizing and
destructive to the unhappy natives of India

themselves.

Mr. PovxpeR, having been called upon,procecded
with the Gllowing notice of m ticn.

That the late correspondence between the honour-
able eourt of directors and the Bengal gavermment
relative to any pledge having been originally given
for the continued support of the temple of Juggernaut
on the conquest of the district of Cuttack, in the prov-
ince of Orissa, already laid on the table of this
court, be printed for the use of such proprictors as
may previously signify in wriling their desire ty
p ssess it.

e said that, with th~ leave of the court, he would
substitute another resclution for it

The CHalrRMAN asked the hon. proprietor if he
wished to address the court upon the notice of motion,
or upon the substituted one which he intended to in-
{ troduce ?

Mr. Poy~DER replied that he certainly did wish
to address the court upan the substituted moticsn.

The SECRETARY read the original notice of mo-
tion, as given above, aud the HHllowing :

That, adverting to the despatch to the Bengal
governinent, transmitted fourteen years since hy the
Court of Directors, and dated Feb. 20, 1833, declar-
ing their deiermined withdrawal thenceforth from all
connexion with, and abetment of,the idolatrcus rites
i and ceremonies cf India, and further adverting to the

: N e . - N , N 1 its e
their congregalions are isolated and uncared for. last year’s correspondence of the court w ith its Ben

They are chil

by politice from without.  Unless they arc aided by | court,
British Christians, their cause, and with it the cause :

of truth in the midst of Romish darkness, will suffer.
If we cannot give them the commanding talent, or

543 ~edom, required to enable them to adv ‘ SR
itical {ree eq ance priests, and prostitutes, under the supposed obligaticn

throughout the land the rew reform, we may at least
0 far strengthen their position as to enable them to
give undivided attention to their work, and resist
the incessant attacks and undermining efiorts of
their enemies. What is most needed, is some wise
Christian brother, of large heart and mind, who
could remain some months among them,to strengthen
and confirm both pastors and people, to help to
unite more into one body the scattercd congregations,
and from time to time, t0 communicate with British
Christians. But much may be done by friendly
eounsel from Christian brethren, by small contribu-

ed by poverty from within, and checked | gal government, ordered to be laid on the'table of this

demnnstrating that no pledge, dircet or indirect,
was ever given for the sunport of the temple of Jug-
gernaut, and also adverting to the continued annual
money payment of 33,000 rupees stili made by the
local government £ ¢ the support of that temple, its

of some-fiscal commutation, in consequence of which
payment it was proved, at the Scplember ccurt, that
the ahomiuatisns of this temple, and destruction of
human life, still continue precisely as i’ the sa d de-
spatch hud never been issued, this court is of cpinion
that the local government is manifestly excecding its
commission, and that the time is fully arrived when
it becomes the imperious duty of this court to Chris-
tianity and the country to interpose, and to declare
that all such support of heathenism shall have an
immediate end.

The CHAIRMAN 84id the papers asked fur should
be printed.

Mr. PoynpER wished, however, to address tha
court, and contended most emphatically that the
government of India had pledged itself 10 make the
annual meney payment to those who were al the head
of the gross scenes which oceurred at the terrple at
Juggernaut.  Could it be believed for a n-oment
that that illustrious man, tie Marquis of Wellesly,
wou!ld have fent himself to such a transaction !
Could thore havebeen any pledge that these enoruities
should be sanciioned and carried on by a money
payment to perpetuate them for all tine. An au-
thority cn that point (Mr. Lacy) had stated thusg

AcCoUNT oF THE RUTH JATTRA AT POGRER
—'The Juggernaut festival at Pocree has passed away
with its usual accompaniments of moral degradation
and physical suffering.  On theWay of shiwing the
id-ls n tless than 180,000 deluded mortals surrcund-
cd the car and shouted victory to their ged. It is
impossible t» believe that the lccal officers of the
British government are aware «f the impure and mis-
chievous character of the exhibtions at Poorce, o
can attentively consider what the effects are upon
the mass of the people I they were aware of thess
evils,surely they could n-t reeammend th's idol to the
patronage cf the governme:.t. It isunnatural and in—
consistent with the character «f the day, that the
government should be found supporting such a sys-
tem «f p:lution and demoralisation. Its publie
orgies cannot be described, which an enlightencd and
Christian government suppert.  1he paucity of dead
before the festival rendered the jackals veraci: ns, for,
on the return of the Ruth Jatira, those scavengers
arc always at hand in great numbers.  The case of
the returning pilgrims would not improve. N-rth of
Cuttack much rain has fallen ; the rivers are swollen,
and the route will be plencifully strowed with dead.

1844, June, Ruth Jattra. 180,000 present.—
Passed away with its usual accomparinents of moral
degradatic n, physical suffering, ard loss of Lfe. Tim
heathen officers in attendance to keep ord:rand clear
the way fr the cars are 80 dressed as 1o imitate the
¢ mpany’s officers, and give anidea that it is they.
How is this endured 2—Metion imparted to the bead
and mouth by a Brahmin behiud, as in the old rood-
1 ft. Infront of the car is a priest, who by gestures not
t be mentioned, here excites t) th. foulest lusts and
songs,properiy called ¢ the incarnation of filthiness ;”?
but I cannot inform this Christian court how. ‘This
i3 a part o. the worship, and is per(ormed before
200,000 worshippers, male and female, young and
old. T dare not give you the chief verse, which is
cchoed by all the multitude, in a posture of devotion.
Iwish I could. It weuld rcfleet on yeur nation.
You would then sce the character of the idolatry to
which the country pays 35,000 rupecs anruaily.
Reference (continued the hon. preprietor) as 10 Sya,
or a pledge or seal to bind this mo ey payment be-
ing coutinued for all time, was not heard of until fast
court.

The CHaIrRMAN s1id the question befire the court
related (0 the printing of certain papers, and to which
he did not intend to offer any cpposition.  With re~
gard to the paper which the hon. preprietor had since
handed up, he trusted that he would atlow the con-
sideration of .t to be postpsned until the next court
day, and let it stand as a notice of motion cnly.

‘The original question was then put and carried.

My, Poy~pER said he could not conscnt Lo post-
pone his other motion.

The Craxrmax said he should oppose it, and at
length Mr. Poynder agreed to adept the sugoesticn
of the chairman, and the metion was pospcned
accordingly.

We have received a copy of the last
Annual Report of the Board of Missions
of the General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church in the United States. It is
gratifying to find from the following ex-
tracts, that that Church is in a high state.
of prosperity, her numbers encreasing,



her usefulness extending, and her Ministers |
faithful and laborious in their \york —

The whole number of Missionaries In commission |
during the year has been four hundred and thrty-
one.

Cf this number fwo hundred and thirly-five were
in commission at the commencement of the year,
and one hundred and minefy-siz h.ve been new ap-
pointmen's during the year. . .

The whole nmmber of Congregations ard Mission-
ary stations suppli d excecds Lwelve kuadred. .

his is a large increase, both in the number of
Missionaries, and in 1he pumbc:r cf staticns occu-
pied, over any (ormer period. The field cf labour
has been much extended, and many new and valva-
ble men have been added 10 our list of Missionaries.

The Misionaries have luboured i twenty-three
of our States and Territories, and the :mount of
labour performed is equal 10 three hundred and
scven'y Lhree years,

T'he number of Hinerant Missionaries has been
larger han usual, and most f the Missionaries em-
ployed have spent a poriion of their time in itiner-
ant labours.

We proceed to give a few of the more immediate
results of the labwurs of your Missionaries, as
gathered (rom their reports.

There have been added to the churches, so far as
repor ed, on examination one thousand nine hurdred,
on certificate fourtecn hundred, making a total of
three thous:nd three hundred.

Not less than seventy new churches have been or-
ganized, and frem ninely to one hundred houses for
wor:hip have been erected.

The interest in Sabbath Schools has been great'y
Increased ; the reparts on this subject are defective 5
yet we have reporfed more than seven hundred Sab-
bath Schacls, with five thousund teachers, and more
than fwenty-fice thousund children. Great interest
hus becn munifested, and strong effrts have been
made to se-ure libraries for these schools.  In mest
instances these efforts have been successful, greatlv
3 the advantage of the schonle

= addition to Sabbath Schools, and distinet from
1h§m we have reperted not less than five hundred
Bible aud Catechetical classes, designed princir ally
for the instruction of the young. A growing inter-
est is manifested in this important mode of insfruc-
tion ; this is an encouraging fact, in the present his-
Wry of cur missionary cperations 3 there is evidently
a growing interest in the religious instruction of the
young cn the part cf cur missionaries, and an in-
creasing desire for such instructicn on the part of
the people. This promises well for the future.

‘The Missicnaries have engaged extiensiv: ly in the
distribution of the Bible, and in the circulation of
religicus tracts, and standard bocks ; these are of
vast importance, as aids to the Missicnary in his
work of instructing tle people. The valuable
works of our own B-ard of Publication have been
extensively circulaled.  We trust the plan recently
adopted by that Board will lead to a still more gen-
eral and extensive circulation. They are the books
mouch needed in alf portions of the Missicnary field.

Family visitaticn has been generally attended to,
and with happy effects. In many instances the
Missionary has connected the distribution or sale of
“’I'E‘OUS‘ tracts and bocks with his pastoral visita-
tion. "l'hese friendly visits furnish favourable op-
PO"‘“"'_‘“err not only for personal conversion. but
‘;‘:Z(c)ts c; ndcﬁ(‘)ml‘(%. with families valuable and u\seful

The whale amount of funds at the dispreal of the
Board during the year has exceeded that of the last
{enr by about eizh’ thousend dollars, The increase

i the receipts of the year has not been large, still
there has been an increase, which is encnum’ging
and this increase has been in collcctions from, the
churches. This als» promises well, a3 we must de-
pend for our resources, not on legacies, nor so mych
on the lurge donations of the few, as on the smauller
conlributions of the many.

whole amsunt actually paid out during the
Jear exceeds fifty-two ihousand dollars, not inclugd-
Ing some drafts recently issued. The actual balance

in hand is probably from siz to seven thousand
dollars,
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SONNET,
TO THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.
BY RICHARD HUIE, M.D.

Church of my Fathers ! ‘Though the woo:land boar
Has torn thy feuce, and trampled on thy vine ;
Thy roots have stretched, thy hranches spread the

more,
Nursed and protected by the arm benign
Of thy great Head, the Prince of David’s line,
Thwe cwn Emmanuel, Prephet, Priest, and King !
‘f hen, if thy friends should faint, thy foes combine,
'To Him thy wants, to Him thy sorrows bring :
He knows thewm all j and (if in fuith thu cling
To Him for succour) will thy cause maintain ;
Thus, while new scicns from thy stem shall spring,
Wi:th lengthening shad:w shalt thou mark the plain,
And blzom for aye, as thou erewhile hast blocmed,
THE BUSH WITH FIRE ENWRAPT, BUT NOT
CONSUMED !

REVIEWS.

THE POSTHUMOUS WORKS OF THE REV.
THOMAS CHALMER~, D.D., L L.D,
EDITED BY THE REYV. Wm. HANNA,
L L.D.

(Harper & Brothers, New York, 1848—pp. 422.)

The term ¢ Posthumous,” applied to
this portion of the works of this eminent
servant of God, raises our thoughts to the
Upper Sanctuary into which he hasentered ;
of which the unity, peace, and stability
present so striking a contrast with the
Church on earth, from which he has been
taken away. Reviewing the history of the
Churchfrom the carliest times—that nartinn
at least of ity visihlohi-veey wuich tallsunder
<. vwuservation of the annalist—we behold
not unity, but division ; not peace, but dis-
cordancy ; not stability, but change. Lim-
iting our view at present to that branch
of the Universal Church with which by
common symbols, and national origin, and
fraternal intercourse, we are connected,
we discover an emphatic illustration of the
suggested contrast. In her early struggles
to escape from the spiritual corruption and
tyranny of Rome, our Scottish Reformers
exhibited a union and energy not surpassed
in any of the Churches of the Reformation ;
and, at a later period, when a political
Episcopacy, not very unlike that of the re-
jected hierarchy, attempted, by along course
fo cruelty and oppression, to reduce the
Scottish Church under a coarse Erastian
vassalage, the Scriptural intelligence of the
people, and their serious piety, defeated
its machinations, and secured a civil estab-
lishinent for her, after she had been plen-
teously watered with the blood of her
martyrs. Cherished by the State, though
with a niggard and reluctant hand, and
blessed hy God, she grew and extended
hersclf, until, with only a few exceptions,
she had brought the entire population of
Scotland under her wing. But, unhappily,
in the terms of her ecivil establishment, a
condition affecting the formation of the
pastoral relation, and at variance with the
free genius of Presbyterianism, had been
admitted, which became at different times
an element of discord, and changed that
fair spectacle of unity, which she once
presented, into an arena of dissent and
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sectarian rivalship. And, when, amidst
the noble efforts she was recently making
to extend Church accommodation to meet
the greatly increased necessities of her
people, she sought, in order to its more
effectual attainment, to modify some of
those defects of her ecivil constitution,
which stood in the way, she was shaken
and rent in the effort by a more terrible
convulsion than any she had previously
experienced. It is not necessary, in this
place, that we should offer any opinion on
the course of ecclesiastical procedure which
led to so sad a catastrophe; but, gazing
upon the result with astonishment and
humility, we are deeply penetrated with a
conviction of the blind impotence of hu-
man plans and sagacity, when God, for
the accomplishment of some inscrutable
purpose, hath decreed to disconcert them.
And, in the calm historic review of such
events, it should be borne in mind, that
the conflicting parties, though they cannot
have had equal degrees of wisdom and
justice on their side, may each have
been actuated with the sincerest rectitude
of intention, and earnest desire to promote
the well-being of their Church and Coun-
try, which both regarded with the most
devoted affection; and, notwithstanding

the clamour and yitnnemesi-— v€ party
t..z .y, WILh an honest conscience, ap-

peal to the tribunal of Him who judgeth
rightly ; while we, separated by the wide
Atlantic from the scene of contest, and
not wishing to revive or perpetuate on
this Continent any unholy feeling that
may have been engendcred in the strife,
may make to pass under our review leader
after leader on either side, as they depart,
paying our humble tribute of homage to
their excellencies, and comforting ourselves
with the &ssurance that, now purified from
the ignorance and frailties of time, they
have become pillars in the temple of God
to go no more out.

Dr. Chalmers, the most distinguished
leader of the party who seceded from the
Church, is pre-eminently entitled to all the
homage that is due to a great and good
man. With many recollections, connected
with the manhood of his public life, rush-
ing upon us, we unite our tribute to those,
which have been already offercd to his
memory, with the most profound and affec-
tionate veneration. Under the pressure
of circumstances, the blame of which, we
doubt not, an impartial posterity will lay
not upon the Church, but upon a deluded
administration, unwisely and ungenerously
slow to provide a remedy for a state of
affairs which had grown up under the
counsel and approbation of the best and
worthiest in the land, Dr, C. felt himself
constrained to go out from that establish-
went, of which he had been so long the
honour and the boast ; but he neither aban-
doned its principles, nor became indifferent
to itsname. We abstain from passing any
Jjudgement, in this place, on the course pur-
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sued then and since by the seceding party
with which he allied himself; but all Secot-
land, and all Christendom, are unanimous
in their eulogium upon his name. His
love for his country was pure, ardent, and
patriotic. Veneration for the monarchy,
and for the aristocracy, by which the
throne is guarded, and for the constitution
which is the bulwark of both, could not be
more profound in the bosom of any Briton
than in his. Yet his veneration for the
apex of the social fabric did in no degree
withdraw him from his unwearied labours
to promote the well-being of the multitudes
who form its base. To their economical
and educational and religious improvement,
his whole energies were consecrated. And,
whatever may be thought of his theories
of pauperism and population, his heart
felt tenderly for the poor, and he shrunk
not in his pastoral visitations from the
most squalid wretchedness of their abodes.
Though, asa writerand philosopher, enjoy-
ing a European reputation, as an ecclesi-
astic he was entirely and thoroughly a
Scotchman and a Presbyterian. While to
all that the world admired in his public
character, his personal excellencics attract-
ed the purest regard within that selecter
circle which they adorned. His childish

almpll('lby UL Muttacomnrnrrmw hig ﬂrm yet mo-
dest, adherence to his own convictions wua

sense of duty ; the kind encouragement he
was ever prompt to give to rising talent
and worth ; the bland courtesy with which
he was wont to treat those who differed
from him ; the calm devotion of his temper,
and the gracious sanctity of his home—
these gained and held the affections of all
admitted to his closer intercourse. And,
contemplating the closing scene of his la-
borious and useful life, we behold the lus-
tre of his character to the last undimmed.
Though he had nearly reached the three-
score years and ten, so rarely allotted to
human life, the foree of his intellect was
not abated ; the splendour of his eloquence,
which for so long a period charmed and
constrained the most enlightened auditories,
was mellowed in “ the old man cloquent,”
but not impaired ; his diligence in the
Cuties of his sphere suffered no remission
in making arrangements for bis last night’s
rest, he had also made arrangements for
the next morning’s study, and the next
day’s action—but, ere the morning dawned,
his Master called him away to happier
studies, and more glorious employments.
Thus there was no pause in his elevated
carcer. lle passed with his armour on
and bright through the swellings of Jor-
dan; and, if aught of crror or human in-
firmity werc mingled with the acts and
purposes of his later stage, it was left be-
hind in his transition into his Master’s joy.

_Dr. Chalmers, it appears, has left behind
him, in a state fit for pnblication, composi-
tions on a variety of useful subjects, which
are now passing through the press under

>

thi supervision of the Rev. William Hanna,
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LL.D., his son-in-law. The first volume,
now before us, an American edition, con-
sists of a few pages entitled ¢ Sabbath
Exercises,” and a portion of a larger
work, entitled ¢ Daily Scripture Readings,”
—-a sort of Commentary on the Holy Serip-
tures. We shall take occasion to present
our readers with some characteristics of
the larger work, as the publication pro-
ceeds. At present we shall confine our-
selves to a few extracts from the fragments
under the former name.

Undertaken, as would appear, solely for
his own personal improvement, and not
with any view to publication, we are not
surprised that the editor should have ex-
perienced a difficulty as to whether these
solitary musings should be taken out of
that sacred enclosurc in which they were
penned, and be exposed to the public gaze.
During the lifetime of the venerated au-
thor they were strictly concealed, even
from the most friendly eye. Was it war-
rantable then to publish, after his departure,
these secret workings of the soul——these
personal contests with sin and infirmity,
of which none but the Omniscient One
had cognizance ? Was it right to with-
draw the veil which his own delicacy and
humility had drawn over them, and expose
these private thoughts to promiscuous ani-

w=deavdion 2 Could any advantage be
anticipated from theli pabloation which

might warrant those to whom the care or
the author’s reputation was entrusted in
making them public? We sympathize
with the doubt and perplexity which ques-
tions like these must have excited in the
Editor’s mind, yet we think he has done
well in laying these private meditations
before the world. It is rumoured that
Dr. C. has, in imitation of a few great
names, left behind him a Memoir of him-
self. ~ The Sabbath Exercises may form
a supplement to it. Of all sorts of writ-
ings we deem the autobiography of a
great and good man peculiarly valuable.
Themore weadmire him on the publicstage,
the greater our wish to know what he was in
his retired hours—in his seasons of weak-
ness and sorrow, when the applause of the
crowd had died away in the distance, and
when he felt and judged of himself as in
the presence of the All-seeing One,

Where tired dissimulation drops her mask,

And real and apparent are the same.

While these solitary self-communings
disclose to us what the religious man is
in his own judgement and in his best
estate, they exalt our ideas of his character,
by exhibiting the high standard to which
he seeks to be conformed—the better be-
ing he would wish himself to be.

“ Tne SapBATH EXERCISES,” which have
b_een published,—and there is no intima-
tion given that any have been suppressed,
—arc only thirly-four in number, and they
arc all short.  With frequent inteiruptions

they do not extend over two years, 1835
and 1836. The greater part of them ap-

pear to have been written at Craighoim, 4
country retirement; the rest in Edin-
burgh. No reason is assigned for their
discontinuance. The Editor thus explains
their object and design :—

Written amid the quiet of the day of rest, they
rise to a higher region, and breathe a calmer and a
holier air. They are contemplative and devotional,
passing generally into direct addresses to the Deity.
But, though springing from, and grcunded unon, the
portions of Scripture which had just been read,
these Sabbath Musings are not limited to the topics
which the Scripture passages embrace. The medi-
tative faculty takes its flight from one or other of
the elevations to which the Word has raised it—but
soars freely and broadly away. And the region of-
tenest visited, and from which it brings the richest
treasures, is the inner circle of the private and the
personal. References are continually occurring to
those incidents, whether of a public or more private
character, by which he was particularly interested,
or wherein he wis personaily engaged. Full and
unrestrained expression of his convictions and im-
pressi: ns in regard to these is often given, whllst_m
the great and sacred matter of his own personal in-
tercourse with God-—in his communings with spritu-
al and eterna! things—the innermest movements of
his spirit are here spread out to us, even as he spread
them out bencath that eye which seeth in sceret.

Their perusal confirms the correctness
of this description, and awakens regret
that the Exercises were not continued to
the last Sabbath of the Author’s life.

We select the following as specimens
of these private thoughts :—

JAngust 30, 1835.

May the Spitit of God, who worketh not without
means but by them, bless this humble endeavour
after a nearer approach to the viewless objects of
faith and eteraity U (Guard me, U heavenly rather,
against the illusions of fancy. Suffer me not to
walk in sparks of my own kindling. In Thy light
may 1 clearly see light; and let me never abandon
the guidance and supreme authority of that Word
which Thou hast exalted above all Thy nanes Teach
me the habit of communion with Thyself; and may
these imperfect aspirations after Thee upon earth
open a way for the full enjoyment of Thine immedi-
ate presence and of Thy revealed glory in heaveu,

September 13.~¥What a damper to spirituality-what
a rude extinguisher on all its feelings and contempla -
tions is sin ! An unfore-cen gust cf anger will put
them all to flight; and the objective truth is lost in
that disturbed and so darkened medium by ‘whlch
the subjective mind is ¢..ccmpassed. There is one
lesson, however, to be gathered from the.c_onnem{m
which obtains between cbedience and spiritual dis-
cernment on th- one hand, between disobedicnce and
spiritual dimness or obscuration on the other. A
strict and conscientious perseverance in the walk of
known duty may at length conduct to those manifes-
tations after which we aspire—or, in nthgr words,
the humble doings of our every-day obedience may
prove a stepping-stone to the higher experiences cf
the divine life.  Certain it is that 1o cast off this
obedience is to cut away the first round cf the
ascending ladder ; and so to make a commencement
impossible. Let me then undervalue not the very
least of the commandments. Let me be _watchful
and maintain a steady guidance and gua dianship
over all my words, and works, and ways. Above
every ihing let me keep my heart with all ailigence,
and ever pray against those wretched aberrations of
unruly temper and wroug affection whlch are break-
ing forth there. The order is, Awake, O siuner, and
then Christ shall give thee light- That light, 1 am
profoundly sensible,must be given—revealed by God,
not discovered by men. It ccmes by an act of erca-
tive power—when the same Spirit which moved of
old on the face of the waters begins His work of res-
toration on the chaos of our ruined nature. Lift up-
on me, O God, the light of Thy countenance. )

September 20.—Surcly, O God, a perpetual will
to be right must bring me right at last 5 but O how
often is this will overborue amid the provocatives to



anger and to all evil affection which beset my path.y
And yet how little I am tempted in com'parison of
others 3 and how much after all is thevre n the ease
and quietness of my present retirement to aggravate
my ingratitude, and make my hard uugodliness alto-
gether inexcusable. Henceforward let self be anni-
hilated, and Christ be all in all. O that I grew more
and more in acquaintance with Him, and that in
making Him the object of my thoughts I fult this
subjective and recipient mind quickening and coming
alive under the influences of the faith.  Let me con:
sider Him the Apostle and High Priest of my pro-
fession—that locking unto Christas my propitiation
Y may have peace with God, that looking unto Him
as my example, my footsteps May be e ta)lished
in the paths of rightcousness. Bub what neeq of
prayer and what need of persevering earNestness !
Enlighten me, O God.  Open the eyes of my un-
derstanding. Deliver me {rom the power of fan-
tasies in religion. Let mine be a solid fajth, exer-
cised on those stable realitics which are sou;ht for
and discovered only in the medium of Thy Werd, 1
would learn of Thy holy oracles. 1 would tuke the
sayings of the Bible simply and purely as they are,
and exercisc myself on the truencss of thege say-
ings.

Scptember 27.—In my aspirations after spiritual
light, let me remember that it sufficeth not to lcok
objectively at the truths which are without me—if
subjective 1 have nothing to leok with but a dim or
diseased organ of perception. It is not cnough that
there be steadfastness of gaze. There must be sin-
gleness of cye—insomnch that on this last condition
it turns that the whole body is full of light. Let me
cherish, then, 1o the uttermost, simplicity of purposc
and affection ; that my mind may no longer be
divided between Time and Lternity, between the
pleasures of sense and those pleasures of the spiritual
life which are for evermore. That is o noble pas-
sage in ecclesiastical history which informs us of the
way in which the mind of Augustine was ushered
into a large place of manifestaticn and liberty—
when, on the vigorous and decided renunciation of
his besetting sin, forthwiih ail his fears and da-Toneo
were cleared away : and a glo. y rom the Lord shone
Upon his path. O my God, actvate me by Thy di-
vine Spirit with the same highand holy resolse ; and,
knowing as I do that from first to last it is Thy grace
which originates all, as well as prospers and perfects
all that belongs to the wellbeing of the soul—I do
mostearnestly pray for the working of this grace with-
in me, both to will and to do, that, as my Faith ani-
males my Practice, so my Practice may strengthen
and ircadiate my Faith.

November 29, —The great achievement is to bring
every special affection which has the creature for its
object under dominion to the love of God—itself a
special affection.  And what an cmancipation from
the thraldom of many cares and degradicg anxictics
would this bring in its train ! What a noble indepen-
dence would that man rise to,whg had transferred his
regard and confidence (rom uncertain riches to that
living God who gives us all things richly 1o enjoy !
This is the very achievement, 0 my God, which 1
long to realize. 1 would commit all to Thy dispo-~
sal 5 and what an_exemption—iwhat an clevation of
he.:ujt would it eonfer upon me—did I dishurden my
spirit of alf the brooding imaginations and feelings of
Insecurity which attend a process of thoucht on the
ml;gu: possibilitics of failure, or the cx;:)sures of
posscssiézlsum;% or the instabilitics of all carthly

- ¥ God, let me hold directly on Thi-
self.  Let ine roll gver upon T} yon iy
my children, and all hee the provision of

y ’ all the temporal futuriy; s whether
of iy own lot or of theirs,  Op thig gye Q'C\ whethe
the victory, O Lord; and save mg q(‘réfn“;{: g}n} T
bodings which war against the soq) and ?be o’{c-
the great adversary knows so well’how tw et
and to distract us from the service ip w},?c}fnsllmre
the true riches are to be found. Then shall | :eon}e\
that peace of God in Christ which passet, all unf c_
standing ; and delivered as from an incubys wh?;h
weighs me to the dust, I should lock for the larr.re.
ness and liberty of one of God’s own children, =
fro.g)ece;nbgr 6.—But cerfain it is that one may ceage

r hXleties counccted with his earthly provi-
5;0“ and prospects—not because he has schooled
them dowu at the bidding of principle—not because
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they have been displaced by simple confidence in
God—but because they merely have been displaced
for a season by the urgencies of manifo'd occupation,
which gccupation after all may be of an earthly and
ephemeral character—a busy sowing unto the flesh
and not unto the Spirit, of which last alone it is that
we reap life everlasting. What I desiderate, and
because I am now destitute thereof, is direct and ab-
solute confidence in a promise-making God, who
hath said that, as the day comes, the provision will
come—who tells us that godiiness is profitable to the
life that now is—who bids us seek the kingdom and
righteousness of God first, and subjoins that all other
things shall be added unto us—and who holds out
the prospect of a hundred-fold more in this life than
all that we may renounce for His sake; and this
over and above the glorious consummation in the
world to come, of life eternal. Losses and disap-~
pointments borne cheerfully, because He wills us so
1o bear them, may be considered as endured for His
sake. And O my God, 1 again pray thatin this
warfare of the affections,Grace may have the victory.

A Sermon preached at Fairlie, after the
funeral of the late Dr. Chalmers, by the
Rev. John Gemmell, A, M., 1847,
Among the numerous sermons to which

the lamented death of the great and good

Chalmers gave oceasion, none perhaps

has excited more attention than that whose

title we have copied above. Independent-
ly of the style, the logical arrangement, force
of argunent, and rich seriptural illustration
by which it is characterized, it is entitled
to, and has reccived in Britain, additional
respect from the circumstance of the author
having stood in close and friendly alliance
with the deccased Divine, Mr. Gemmell
passed in compana: ~2es D1 ulmlmcrs. the
1as ounday which the latter was destined
to pass on carth, 1lis account of that day
will be read with deep interest. We re-
gret that we have no space for more than
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his lips. He was not able to attend the forenoon
service in church, but he attended in the afternoon,
and during the interval, and in the afternoon, and in
the evening, he manifested the same ardent desire for
the sound education and thorough evangelisation cf
Seotland that he ¢ ver manifested since he knew the
truth. The flame that burned so brightly in his earlier
years for the welfare of man, never burnt more in—
tensely thin onthat hallowed Sabbath. More particu-
larly he spoke of the published sermons of Mr. Purves
of Jedburgh as plain and admirable, and especially
alluded to one on the freeness and fulness of the Gos-
pel ; and, in speaking cf the nature and operation cf
faith, he remarked, with his characteristic simplicity
and humility cf mind, that ¢ a simple appropriation of
Christ was indeed a great matter.” Never did I see
this good and great man in afiner frame ; benevolence
beamed from his countenance, and flowed from his
lips : he moved in a most gracious atmosphere, and,
if happiness is to be enjoyed on earth, he unquestion-
ably was happy. He was overheard by one of his
family, while walking in his garden, engaged in
ejaculatory prayer. At a period more advanced iu
the evening he spoke with deep fecling on delighting
in God, and referred to Howe’s treatise on that sub~
ject as very delightful. He said that Howe was
his favourite author, and that that treatise was the
last he had been reading, and it wasfound in his bed-
room immediately after his death. Soon after this
conversation he requested me to ¢ give worship in
the family,” remarking that ‘he expected to give
worship next morning himscll.’ 1 read the 3d chap-
ter of Colossians, from which I have taken this day
the words of our text, and then engaged in prayer;
and I must acknowledge that I did not perceive then
what, in looking back, I have scen so vividly since
—the close relation that therc was in that chepter 1o
the character and condition of him who, with so much
of the ¢ bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of
mind, meekness, long-suffering,” and that © charity
which ie the bound of perfeeinece,? sows suoll 10 € ap-
poar with GOMIST 0 glory.”  After warship he bade
good night to all present in his usual cordial manner.
He retired to rest in apparently the best possible
health. He expected to address the General Assem-
bly on the morrow ; but the Master of assemblies had
other work for him.  I'saw him in the morning witls
his calm and placid countenances till beaming benev-

the following :—

“ 1n endeavouring to apply this discourse, I would
deem it altogether inexeusable if T did not say some-
thing of that good and great man, who, by a most
sudden and solemn dispensation, has been lately re-
moved from a scene of extensive usefulness on earth
to a spherc of far higher usefulness in heaven. But,
in speaking of one so well known to the Church and
the community, it is difficult to say where we should
begin or where we should stop : yct to the praise of
God’s grace, which was very abundant toward him,
something at leastouzht to be said.  His works and

+ his labours are the property of the Church and the

world, and by them ¢he being dead, yet speaketh.’
(Heb. xi. 4.)  Ofthem 1 nced not say one word, save
that he has been universally acknowledged as the
most eloquent orator of his age, and I may add, his
wisdom was equal to his eloquence, and his benevo-
lence was not surpassed cither by his eloquence or
his wisdom. But, dwelling under his rool for some
time immediately before his decease, and having tie
privilege of conversing with him during the last two
days of his mortal life, I feel it a more imperative
daty very briefly 1o state farther, that T was at once
enlightencd, edified, and comforted by the benevo-
lent dispusit ons which he so pre-eminently displayed
during the last Sabbath which he spent upon ecarth.
On thatday his rich and fertile mind poured out things
new and old in exuberant abundance § but this is not
the place fully to rehearse them. Suffice it at pres-
ent to say, that on the morning of the Sabbath 1 had
an interview with him of considerable length in pri-
vate, when, reclining upon his bed, he poured out his
eloguent and impressive thoughts on the election of
God in connexion with the sacrifice of Christ, and
the frceness of the Gospel.  No sickness or Jassitude
appeared to oppress him, but everything that he said
was instinet with warm benevolence, spiritual life,

olence, in the very position in which he had spoken
to me 50 eloquently on the election of God dnd the
freeness of the Gospel on the Sabbath morning before.
But the spirit bad token its flight ; he had gone to
the ¢ general assembly and church of the first-born
who are written in heaven.” »

MISCELLANEOUS.

NEw MisstoNary To THE JEWS.—The sul-
committee of the Jewish Mission Scheme of the
Church of Scotland have nominated as a missivnary
the Rev. G, F. Sutter, a member of the German
Lutheran Church, and have sleected Karlsruhe, in
the Grand Duchy of Baden, as the sccne of his (u-
ture labours.

Scortisy LaAPIES’ ASsoCIATION FOR Pro-
MOTING FEMALE EpvucaTioN IN INDIa.—We
have often had the honour of ccmmending this excel-
lent charity, and it is with much pleasure we find
in the Missionary R-cord for the present month, that
two young females, cducated in the faith of Chris-
tiunity in the Orphan Refuge at Caleutta, were
baptized on the first of September by the Rev. Dr.
Charles. These two Hindoos are most favourably
spoken of, possess an intimate acquaintance with
seripture, and have made uncommon proficiency in
the knowledge of English.

Tre SABBATH ALLIANCE.—This great nationat
movement has now fairly eommenced with refcrence
to the organization of the whole country, Meetings
have already taken place, and district committees
formed at Dumlrics, Lockerbie, and Dalkeith, by
deputations {rom E(f'mburgh. There were excellent
and numerous meclings at Lockerbie and Dalkeith.
At the latter town, which was visited by the Rev.
Mr. Goold fram Ldinburgh, and Mr. Lyon, one of

and immortal vigaur. 1 was at once delighted and
transported with the gracious words that fell from

the Secretaries of the Alliance, all, the ministers of
Dalkceith were present.  George Grey, Esq., of the
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Commereial Bank, took the chair on the motion of
Robert Scott Moncrieff, Esq., Chamberlain of the
Duke of Buccleuch. A motion, approving of the
chjects of the Alliance, and of the formation of a
District Alliance in Dalkeith, was made by the Rev.
Mr. Macfarlane, Free Church; seconded by the
Rev. Mr. M‘Leod, Established Church ; and sup-
ported by the Rev. Mr. Brown, United Presbyter-
ian; and the benediction was pronounced by the
Rev. Mr. Hay, Wesleyan. Allogether the meeting
was a most satisfactory one, The meeting at Dum-
{ries was of & very different character, having been
previously packed up by the Chartists, who, though
{rom the terms of the advertisement, and the parties
calling the meeting, had'no right to be there, deter-
mined by their tactics of clamour and uproar to force
on a discussion of the whole subject, which it was at
last found necessary to concede. The Chartists
were cffectually balked in their attempts, as it af-
forded an opportunity to the friends of the Sabbath
to expose the hollowness and sophistry of the argu-
ments cf the enemies of the Sabbath. In the mean
time, the committee are receiving the most encour-
aging reports from all parts of the country. With-
out waiting for deputations from Edinburgh, asso-
ciations are in the course of being formed at Green-
cck, Arbroath, Largs, Galashiels, Paisley, &ec.
Meectings are to be held next weck at Kirkcaldy,
Cupar Fife, and St. Andrews, and, we believe, the
weeck ofter at Aberdeen, Perth, and Dundee.—
Edinburgh Paper.

The following extract from the letter of
an American Missionary in Asia Minor will
be read with interest :—

. We nesiprorceded to Balikhessar. Its popula-
tion consists of about 25,000 Turks, 150 Grecks,
and nearly 2,000 Armenians. Here the annual

fair is AW, aid hova wore the books which, you re-
member, were scized by the Armeman

about a year ago, and which he refused to deliver
up. To recover these was our business here, and
one main object of this tour.

On my first visit to the Pasha, I did not see him,
as he was otherwise engaged, but stated the object
of my call to his deputy. He answered me rather
shortly, and implied that the books could not be
delivered up without an express order from Constan-
tirople, which I did not possess. But he told me
to call again, ard the case should be presented to
the Pasha himself. T accordingly went, accompanied
by the pious native, and we were very politely and
pleasantly received.  After the usual salutations, he
alluded to the subject of the books, and said, if we
had the time to spare, he should like to converse
with us a while on this whole matter, He had evi-
dently a very imperfect knowledge of the recent
movements of Protestantism in this empire, and he
thought this a favourable opportunity to inform him-
self 5 and such an occasion was precisely what we
desircd.  He first inquired as to the nature of these
books. I told him they were most of them the OM
and New Testament, which the Armenian nation
received as their sacred books, and had them read in
their churches ; and that all the others were derived
from them, and had all their sentiments conformed
thereto.  And I further told him, that, if he wished
to know the reason of the opposition of the Armenian
nation 10 these cvangelical men among them, it was
simply this : viz. that these latter strived to live ac-
cording to the Gospel, rejecting the worship of pie-
turcs, the aderation of Mary and other saints, the
warship of the cross, auricular confession and abso-
lution by a priest, the numerous fasts and feasts of
these castern churches, and other superstitions and
human inventions, all of which were condemned by
the Gospel.  Hereupon he inguired, with some sur-
prise, whether there really was no authority for
such things in the Bible ; as though he conceived
it impossible for any Christian nation to introduce
and practice them without such countenauce. We
then gave him, in a few words, an nccount.of
the principles of Protestantism, of its unflinching
integrity and honesty, and its universal truthful-
ness ; and that no man who indulged in false-

v e~talad

hoods, as by common consent the Greeks and| Diito,
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Armenians do, and even the Patriarch himself, could
be received into the number of true Protestants.
Here he instantly remarked, in a manner wholly un-
solicited, as though it was a malter he perfectly un—
derstood, ¢ Yes, the Patriarch tells lies.” Whatever
some friend of this church dignitary may say or
think, this Pasha, from his knowledge of his charac~
ter through his political relations to the Porte, be—
lieves him capable of falsifying. O his inquiry, we
informed him of the spread of these cvangelical
principles in their empire. He also inquired for our
views of Christ, and wished to know how, if he was
divine, it was possible for him to suffer and die.
We told him, that he suffered only in his human
nature, and not the divine. Then he wished to know
how it was supposable, that a being who had created
the human race, could suffer himsell to be put to
death by them. 1 told him his death and suffcrings
were wholly voluntary. Mankind had all become
sinners, and as such were exposed to perdition. But
Christ, to save them from merited ruin, of his free
will, suffered and died in their stead, and as he was
so exalted a being, his sufferings and death constitu—
ted an atonement sufficient for all the world. Our
interview continued three quarters of an hour, and
was very satisfactory. We had a fair opportunity of
giving him a general view of this new religion, as he
called it, though we assured him it was as old as
Christ and his apostles. He several times, in most
decided terms expressed his pleasure at what he
heard, and we could but be grateful for the opportu-
nity we had of defending and explaining the truth
under such circumstances,

When we took our leave, he said he would call
for the primates of the Armenian, to sec what they
had to say for themselves. The vartabed was not
in the place. When we called again, he sent for
one of them the second time, so that we might have
an opportunity of confronting each other. It would
take too much room to repeat the conversation
which took place. Suffice it to say, that after va-
*bwuo SAIs on the part of this primate, to escape the
necessity Uf delveriog wy, the bagks, as 1 held up the
injustice of taking by force the property < annther
and insisted on recovering what lawfully an&fl ol
right was my own, and as the letter to the Pasha
from our Consul with which I was provided, and in
which the property was demanded in strong, yct
respectful terms, wasread, he decided that they be
surrendered.  And accordingly, in two hours after-
wards, I obtained possession of them. Thus, through
the gracious intervention of Providence, were these
books delivered from their confinement in the Ar-
menian church premises, and are now ready to go
abroad and enlighten the benighted.

LAY ASSOCIATION OF MONTREAL.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS, 1846-7.

[ Continued from our last.]

RELIEF.  PUBLICATION.
John Frothingham, . £1 5 0
G.D.Watson, . . 1 5 0
John Gibson, . . .1 5 0
Robert Armour, . . 210 0 £1 5 0
Robert Esdaile, . . 015 0 010 0
D. Stewart,. . . 1 5 0 010 0
James Berning, . .« 0 0 0 05 0
W. H. Delisle, . 00 0 0 f_) 0
W.R.Clarke, . . 0 0 0 05 0
Dr. G. W. Campbell 1 5 0 010 0

—

MINISTERS’ WIDOWS’ AND ORPHANS’
FUND.
Amount received cf Ministers’ half-yearly
contributions reported in Presbylerian

No. 2, . . . . . £81 0 0
Amount of Congregational and other

collections reported in ditto, . . . 8614 3

. £170 14 3
Collection in aid of the Fund at South

Gower, per Rev, Joseph Anderson, . 1 5 0

St. Eustache, per Rev. W. Scott, 0 5 0

Ditto, Valcartier, per Rev. D: Shanks, . 2 5 0©
Ditto, Lanark, per Rev. Thos Fraser, . 1 0 0
Ditto, Ramsay, per Rev. Jno. M‘Morine, 3 9 3
Ditto, Framptown Beckwith, per Rev.

Jno, Smith, . . . . 210 0
Ditto, Ormstown, per Rev. Jas. Anderson, 2 6 11
Ditto, Esquesing, per Rev. P. Ferguson, . 1 10 0
Ditto, Beauharnois, per Rev. Walter Roach,1 19 9
Ditto, St. Louis, do 1 711
Ditto, Chatcauguay, do 1 05
Ditto, from a friend, do 0 5 0
Diito, from a Lady, do 015 0

£190 13 ¢

JoHN GREENSHIELDS, Treasurer.

Contributions to the French Protestant
Mission Scheme of the Presbyterian Church
of Canada in connection with the Church
of Scotland, received since issuing last
Report :—

Per Rev. J. M‘Laurin, Martintown, .
Geo. Romanes, Smith’s Falls,
Robert Niel, Seymour, .

J. Smith, Beckwith, .

J. Cruickshank, Niagara, .

D. Shink, St. Eustache, .

D. Moody, Dundee, .

A. Mann, Packenham, .

Dr. Machar, Kingston, .

J. Rarclay, Toronto, .

T. Fraser, Lanark, .

Jas. George, (a Donation) .

Andw. Bell, do £210 O
Toronto Township, 2 2 6
Friends in Caledon,0 5 0

P. Ferguson, Esquesing, .

Wm. Simpson, Lachine, .

Wm. Bain, Perth, . .

Geo. Bell, . . .

¥ Smith, Beckwith, . .

Wm. Bell, yeru, . .

P. Ferguson, Esquesing, .

J. Anderson, Ormstown, . 0

James Muir, Georgetown, . 210 0

Teeeived sinee last Mecting of Synod,

September, 1847 :—

Per Rev. Wm. Bain, Perth, . .
Andw. Bell, Dundas, £1 6 3
————— Ancaster, 1 0 0
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£9 0 ¢

M. Bell, 215 05 1 3
Thomas Fraser, Lanark, . 010 0
W. Bell, Perth, . . .1 5 ¢

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE PRESBYTERIAN,
1848.

James M¢Nider, Sen. 2s 6d ; J. Campbell, 10s ;
J. Lang, bs ; J. Mackenzie, 5s; D. Duff, Lachine,
5s 5 Rev. J. Thom, Three Rivers, 20s; Rev. WV,
Bell, Judge Malloch, J. Haggart, J. Ferguson, and
J. M‘Laren, 20s ; Rev. W. Bain, Perth, 21 copics,
£4 4s 3 S, Fax, A. Morrison, W. M‘Naughton, D.
Locherby, W. Cross, R. Nicol, N. Campbell, S.
Beard, P. Shanks, W. Elliott, A. Struthers, J.
MKay, all of Ormstown, 30s: Rev. J. Smith,
Frankton, 15 copics, 30s ; W. H. Delisle, 2s 6d ;
J. Phillips, Martintown, 2s 6d ; Rev. Mr. Hellmuth,
Lennoxville, 25 6d ; J. Jack, T. Duncan, R. ITun-
ter, W. M¢Lean, all of Chateauguay, 10s 5 Rev,
Mr. Roach, 2 for St. Louis, bs. ; Rev. Mr. Fraser,
Lanark, 10s ; A. D. Fordyce Fergus, 10s ; Rev. J.
M+Morine, 5s; P. M¢Naughton, Vaughan, 10
copies, 40s ; Rev. J. Tawse, 6 copies, 25s ; Hugh
Brodie, 2 copies, 5s 3 J- G. Dinning, 25 6d’; Rev.
P. Ferguson, Esquesing, 10 copies, 20s; T. M.
Mackenzic, 2s 6d ; J. Stewart, N. Bryson, J. Smith,
J. Wylie, W. G. Wylie, allfof Ramsay, 10s ; R.
Blackwood, 2s 6d; Rev. J. Dickey, 20s.
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