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[be Eingels’ Song
/

Children, can you truly tell,
Do you know the story well ;
Every little girl and boy,
Why the angels sang for joy—
On that Christmas morning?

Yes, we know-the story well ;
Lixten now and hear us tell,
Every little girl and boy,
Why the angels sang for jor —-
On that (‘hristmas morning.

Shepherds sat upon the ground,

Fleeey flocks were scattered round,

When'the brightness filled the sky,

And & rong was heard on kigh —
On that Christmas morning.

»  Angels sang a Joud gweet song,
Por a lovely babe was born ;
Down on earth to live with men:
vans)onr dear Savior came—

On that Christmas morning.

Joy and peace the.angels sang
Far the pleasant. echods rang,
“Peace on earth, to nn good will ;
Hark | the angels xing it still—
On this Christinas morning.

. -y ¢

The present number of Tur TEACHERs
MoxntaLY i8 larger by eight payes than its
predecessors, and this increase of size will be
maintained henceforward, with possibly a
still further increase, should the present en-
larged space be found insufficient. .

Aund this, be it understood, without increase
of prices It is not, however, without a very

r

<€

considerable increase in cost, and we look to
the schools who are 1ot as yet subscribers to
Tiug Teacurrs MoxTHLY to make this up by
sending in their orders to us for it.  The en-
largement has been made fromn a desire to
meet every need of our teachers.  There will
be room for several additional features, some
of which appear in the present number, and
«till others to be added with the New Year.

D

Tue Hong Stunpy Quarrerny and THE
Hosme Strpy Lesrrers have been gaining
strongly in cireulation.  The forkner is a fav-
orite for the work of The Tlome Department.
There has been a pretty general desire ex-
‘pressed that the lesson material in these
helps should be increased in bulk.  This in-~
crease we have decided to make beginningat
the New Year. The blanks for written an.
swers will be continued and the ¢ Explana-
tion "’ and the ‘‘Practical’”” will be consid-
crably enlarged. - We shall seck to put as
much really helpful matter and of as great a
variety into each lesson as the pages can poe-
'.~ih|)' hold.

]
Seed SBowing
I By Mrs. Marion Allen Cruickshank

| Wehave only to think of seedtime and

harvest and the relation of one to the other
to make us realize the responsibility and
privilege of séattering ‘“the good seed ™ in
the _hearts of the little children.  Only too
frequently we have it brought to our notice
that many of our scholars receive practically
their only religious instruction in the hour
we spend with them once a week. It must,
therefore, be to us a very solemn thought
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that God puts these little gardens into our’

hands to prepare for eternity’s harvest,,
Inkome ways the Primary class is per-
Lape the hardest of the classes to teach, al-
though one of the most delightful. It is often
a Inrge class and c;ﬁ:mins children, boysand
girls, from mere bBabyhpod up to cight and
even older; for in the avernge Sunday School
there are not enough scholals or teachersto
permit of closer gradirig. With from twedfy
to thirty restless little ones to kbep att ntives
the teacher must be interesting, cheerful,quick
to see and check the misehief which is sure
to crop out ozcasionally, and to change the
order:of proceedings when the interest be-
gins to flag. The varicd ages make it a hard
matter to keep all attentive, and at the same
time to do the best kind of. teaching,  The
very small children are only to be held by
story or picture, while the older are apt to
remember only the story and forget the
teaching it is meant to impress.  And yet
we must have some sort of good order : for
one or two, whose minds are more bent on
mischief than on the lesson, will demoralize
the whole large clags. N

Properly used, illustrations by words or
pictares are of great assistance in bringing
home to little ones theAruths we wish to
teach them, and in fastening them in their
minds. Somethﬂ)g that brings in their own
little world, the doings of a boy with a boat
or ball or of a little girl with a doll or the
ever-interesting tea party, is sure to arouse
the interest of all; and then comes the
" teacher's opportunity, Children eagerly Jook
for the ‘‘moral” (only it ruust’be put sharp-
ly and briefly). They want to see the good
properly rewarded and seem even more anx-
ious to sce the bad thoroughly punished.

A blackboard on which to write the names
of places and people isa great help to the'little
memories. * A nwip, or, better still, a globe
will maké the places seem real to them, for,
having heard only in stories of such places as
Jerusalem or Galilee, they begin to think of
them ag imaginary spota. )

With such a wealth to chooee from, it
peerns & mistake to attempt much more than
the narrative.portions of the Scripture with
very young classcs.

Children delight in Bible stories and these
are so full of the very truths we want to
bring home to them, and are put in a way
particularly suitablé for their little minds to
grasp.

But because they are stories; it does not do
away with the need of preparation.  We
mugtt come to our class ready to tell them,for
children listen so much better when your
eyes areon them and not on a book. And
we must study to tell them well.  Little de-
tails, bitsof local coloring, add much to the”
interest. It scems absurd to speak of the
choice of words, but oh, how often people
who are addressing children talk right over
théir heads.  Unless we have been a

ood deal with them, we can have no ideg
f the limit of their vocabulary or of the
vague and misty notions they have about
words.  We remember spending almost our
whole lesson time trying to bring * sacri-
fice” to the compreliension of the class;
and so when we use sguch long words as re-
pentance, faith, ete), it is not time wastéd
which is spent in making them plain. It is
a great mistake to attempt to teach too much.
It is very likely to become a confased tangle
in the little minds, which could grasp cne
ides and retain it, if properly taughit.

We have spoken of varying the order. Sing-
ing is Fuch a relief to the little bodies, which
so goon tire of one pusition. Children gome-
times think it quite a reward for good be-
havior to allow them to choose the hymn,
but even more coveted is the privilege of tak-
ing up the collection.

One very good thing is plenty of direct
questions.  General questions are seldom
answered by more than one or two of the
older or more precocious, but to give each
child a question and one we think he can
answer is to keep the little ones attentive
and interested.

But more important than the way we teach
the Gospel, i8 the way we live it. Children
are keen critics and their unpardonable sin
is hypoerisy.  The inflnence over them of
one whom they love and trust is romething
which must make us feel the responsibifity

of gur work.
intentions, we make mistakes, if we are

A
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And though, with the best -
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The Qualifications of a Subbath School Teacher .

35

consecrated, Toviug teachers, we will f(*d‘aml pmctlcmg the ordinary nn-lhmh of cor-

also the joy and.blessing of it.; for the sun-
ghine of the denr litile faces hmd to ours
will grow into our hearts, thicir pure faith
will shame ours into better things, their love,
—and it is 80 easy to win a child’s love—
will ‘strengthen ours to God and to them,
and we will know the joy of the sower who
looka fora sure harvest in the ‘“Well done”
of the great Teacher, .
St. John, New Brunswick

[l

The Quah@ tions
of a Babbath 8chool Teacher

Ry J. A

What are the Qualifications of a goud Sab-
bath. School teacher?  So inquires eyery
superintendent, whose ity it is to sclect
the teachers.

The qualifications may be considered under
two heads, those of knowledge and those of
power.

Every one who takes upon himself the
responsibility of teaching in the Subbath
School must be familiar with the Bible, hav-
ing a conriected and accurate knowledge of its
hooks, and of the great truths concerning
Godand man therein revealed. * e must be
a real student of thie Bible, so that he can
speak of the- things of which he knows.
This will necessitate a Bible-training class,
which is one of the most important depart-
ments of a church’s work. No Sabbath

.« Swith, Fxq.

School can be properly or effectively con-:

ducted without it.

IIe should also be well acquainted with
the best methods of presenting his knowledge
and have a clear and correct idea of the de-
velopment of the mind. In other words, he
should have somec know]edge of pay chology
YWhat a loss of encrgy, hen there is ignor-
ance of mind developnient ! -No matter how
zealous and earnest a Christian teacher may
be, or how much he may know, if he is ‘not
acquainted with the first principles of true
education, his work will inevitably fall
ghort. Every one who desires to teach suc-

cessfully, must prepare himsclf by studying

. .

regt teaching, 14

But the mosgmrmnantqua tfications have
vet to be considered.  These nay be consid-
ered under the head of power. A teacher
may have the best training possible in the
Bible, and may have studied the principles
*0f teaching and yet not be suceessful.  What
is the function of a Sabbuth School? Vari-
ouy answers may,f)o given, but this answoer
will perhaps commend itself as sutlicient.
The function of a Sabbath school isscck, asa
part of the Church, to do that for which the
Church exists, viz.:
union with Christ and to fit them for and en-
courage them in Christ’s service. Its func-
tion is to win and to train, It is evident,

therefore, that he who would suceeed as 4.

teacher must himself have deep personal ex-
perience of the things of God, and at the
sume time the ability tp impress these things
upon his class,

That teacher has a wonderful gift who pos-
sesses & good voice. By this Ido not mean

to bring souls into living®

~

that all can have the same pitch, but so long -

as the quality is good, even if the volume is
not quite up to the mark, the teacher who
possesses it will succeed best, other things
beingegual. Lot not a teacher assume a tone
that is not natural.  He must speak with a
clear, honest voice, else he nay have to bear
the contumely of being thought a hypocrite.
Cultivate the voice, speak neither barshly
nor too loud, nor too slowly, but speak out
your heart’s convictions: 80 as to win others.
What a beaatifully modulated voice the
Master must have had when He uttered His
choice promises and sweet benedictions.
The voice should be the index of the thoughts
of the soul.

Therais yet another qualification which is
paramount in its importance, namely, sym-
pathy. By this we are to undertand sym-
pathy with the child, not for the child. The
divine Master had compassion or sympathy,
not for the multitude, but on or with them.
Every true Sabbath School teacher must
porsess this trait. It is God-like, and pre-
vails mightily. True success in Sabbath
School teaching comes only when the teacher

B
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enters into the temple of the child’s nature l The Home Depax'tment in Manitoba.

with his haman sympathy and  prepares it
for the understanding and apperception of
divine love. Thisis the ideal of every great
teacher. If this Christ-like insight and
sympathy are lacking, it matters little how
correct the teaching or how well presented,
the grand result has not been achieved of a
soul brought into living and loving union
with its Maker. The whole of the teaching
done in our Sabbath Schools must take ‘on
the process of evolution, in its truest sense,
if it is to produce robust Christian character.
We are not to be satisfied with the outward
show and circumstance of religion, butare to
aim at imparting that newness of epirit, that
stability of character, that effulgence of love
which sghould pmdommaw in every Christian
life.

Such are, in bnef some of the leading
characteristics of a good teacher.

And these can be attained by the one who
is willing to do much for the Master, who is
thoroughly consecrated to the work of win-
ning souls and who loves the children. A No
anatter how brilliant a teacher may
word-picturing or in Biblical knowledge or
inthe best methods of presenting truth—yea,
he may have all the external paraphernalia of

. & teacher—if he be not a clild of God him-
self and a sincere follower of the Nazarene,
he lacks the one thing needful. They best
point the road to heaven and lead others who
are pilgrims on the road themselves. *

Windsor, Nova Scotia . -

) .
The *Daily Readings’ for the lessons are
supplied us by the courtesy of the Interna-
tional Bible Reading Association, which has
its headquarters in London, Eng., and Las
attained to a membership of 660,000, distrib.
. uted over some sixty different countries. The
. readings are issued in thirty languages. Wo
shall be glad to give full information to any
one desirous of forminga branch of the Asso-
ciation in his church or Sabbath School: For
an annual fee of three cents each member is
supplied with an ornamental card of mem-
bership, monthly leaflets containing brief
hut thelpful hints on each day’s reading, and
quarterly circular letters. ~ *

By W. I{ Trwin, Esq., General Superintendent,
Manitoba Sunday School Asrpciation

In compliance with your request, Isend you
a few notes for publication regarding the work
of thg Home Department in Manitoba. Four
years ago this'work, I may say, was unknown
in this Province. A Preésbyterian missionary,
laboring ina remote district in the northwest
portion of the Province, had carried out in
part the home class idea on his field.

A few months after my appointment to
fleld work I made a two weeks’ Sabbath
School missionary tour, with _horse -and
buggy, through the rural districts, in the
southwest portion of my field. I visited the
pastors and superintendents of forty-four
Sabbath Schools and organized a new school,
making forty-ive.  Of these, forty were
winter-killed.  Itook this as a criterion of
what might be found in all thinly-populated
rural districts in Manitoba. Here was a need.

On my way home I tried to think out a
plan to meet it.

Before I had reached home the Home De-
partment occurred to me. I thought perhaps
this method upon which I had heard Dr.
W. A. Duncan speak at an International
Sabbath School Convention some years be-
fore would meet it. In a few days afterwards
I came to the conclusion that it would meet
the case in every particular.

I at once p]aced it on the programmé I
was then preparing for a series of Sabbath
School Institutes to be held throughout ‘the
Province.

The cdmmittee of arrangements at each
point where these meetings were to be held
urged the present writer to gne the address

on this topic, as no person in thetown, or-

community had even heard of the Home De-
partment before. He respectfully, but firm-
Jy declined to do so, offering instead, to
supply the literature giving the necessary in-
formation. The purpoee in declining, was
by this means to secure a person at each
point, who would be informed as to the ob-
jects and methods of the work.

The resulte have amply proven the wisdom
of the course taken.

»

-
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Upto lst of June last thirz) -four Homcl

‘ Departments had been organized with a

membership of 1,330. A number have since

been formed which will run the membership
up to about 2,000.

In each organized county we have recently
appointed an honorary secretary of Home
Department work whose special work it is to
arouse interest, and as far as possible, to as-
sist in the formation and operation of De- !
partinents. This work is being fully carried
out in several of the counties, a few of them
making appropriations from county funds for
the purchase of literature for free distribution
among their schools.

The Home Department has been endorsed :
by our Provincial Sabbath School (‘on\\‘vn-i
tion, and by all county conventions held
within the Province.

By voice and pen it has been indorsed, and
commended by scores of ministers of all

. evangelical denominations. Many Presbyteri-

an Sabbath Schools in this Province bhave

. adopted it, and many others are at present
preparing to do so.

It is desirable that the Department be or-
ganized in every Preshyterian Sabbath
School in Canada. No argument is needed
to prove the necessity of Bible study in the
home, and any plan which has for its ob-

- ject and aim this purpose should be loyally
adopted by every school in the denomina-
tion.

It is inexpensive, and simple. Can be or-
ganized and operated successfully in any
school, large or small, in town or country, if
the workers are but consecrated Christian
people. “No Sabbath School is doing all the
work it should and could do, which has not a
Howe Department.

Brandon, Man.

.

”D

The Sabbath School Committec has left
with us for sale, four complete gets, in three
volumes per set, of the . Lesson Helps as is-
sued under the editorship of the Rev. Mr.
Fotheringham from 1884 to 1897 inclusive.
They will -be forwarded, express paid, for

' Our New Papers

Jewgis and Tre KiNa’s OwN (continuing
The Children’s Record) are now inprint. Sam-
ples have been sent to all ministers and to all
the Sabbathschools. Keen critics have been
kind enough to pronounce them up to the
mark in matter, style and tone. The illus-
trations have been given special care, and
we put a premiium on our own Canadian
writers.  Send for samples if vou have not
scen these new illustrated papers.

»D

Plans Boys
By C. E. Hoffman

Bat one thing I have found very, very
necessary, is for me to be in my place early ;
must be there before Sunday School begins,
s0 that I can have a part in the conversa-
tion. My presence keeps the boys quiet
and orderly. If they get noisy and dis-
prderly before Sunday School begins, it is
impossible to settle them sufficiently so that
the lesson has the desired effect. Now tlils
is not imagination, for I have tried both
ways, and the Sunday School lesson is a
failure if I am not in the class beforehand
to quietly direct the conversation.

When a boy is absent I try to call on hun
the first “week, and let him know that I
missed him. ' If I can’t, then the second
week, but i I can’t go then, I write him a
letter or a note. You don’t know how
pleased it makes him to get a letter, for the
probability is he doesn’t get one very often.
Don’t let a month or so go by before any
notice is made of his absence. Sumetimes
it is sufficient to send a word by some mem-
ber of the lamlly

There is a plan that I have just started.
I make a memorandum of the birthday of
each boy. Then, ‘commmencing.with the new
year, I will remember each one on his birth-
day, not with a present, but with a call or a
letter. It won't cost- anything but time.
Oh, how much it wijll be appreciated | In-
deed, God will add his blessing to the
letter. The cost is little, the gain much.

$2.25 per set.-
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988 Lessons for 1900° (Deceraber
Lessons for 1900 Third Quarter
> First Quarter 1. July 1—Jesvr WALKING ON THR KA
1. Jan. 7—ThE Biktit or Jesvs., Luke 2: M‘“’ 14: 22-33.

1-16.

2. Jan. 14—Tue CuiLp Jesus Vistrs JERU-
saLxM. Luke 2 : 41-52,

8. Jan. 21—THE PREACHING oF JOHN THE
Barrier. Luke 3: 1-17.

4. Jan. 28—THx BaPrisM AND TEMPTATION

or Jesus, Matt. 3: 13to 4 11.

5. Feb. 4—Tuk Firsr Disciprrs or JESUS,
John 1: 3648,

8. Feb. 11—Jgrsus aAnp NicobEmus, John
3: 118,

7. Feb 18—Jesus AT Jacos’s WELL. John

4:+5-28. .

8. Feb. 25-—Jgsus RRIKCTRD AT NAZARETH.
Luke 4 : 16-30.

9. March 4—~Jrsus HEALING IN CAPERNAUM.
Mark-1: 21-34.

10.. March 11—THE PARALYTIC HB.ALED
Mark 2: 1-12,

11. March 18—Jgsus AT MaTTiEW’s Housk.
Mark 2: 18-22,

12. March 25—REvIEw.

Second Quarter
1. April 1--THE BEATITUDRS, Matt. 4: 25

to 5 12, "
£n1 8—PRECEPTS AND PRroMIsES. Matt.

3. April 15—THE DAUGHTER oF JAIRUS
. Ramen. Mark 5: 22-24, 35-43.

4. April 22—Tuar CENTURION'S SERVANT
Hrauxp. Iake7: 1-10.

5. April 20—Jrsus AND JOHN THE BaPTIST.
Luke 7 : 1828,

8. May 6—Jzsun WaARNING AND IRVITING,

,Matt. 11 20-30.

7. May 13.—Jmsur AT THE PHARISEE'S
House. Luke 7 38-50.

'8, May 20—PARABLE OF THESOWER. Matt.
13 1-8 and 18-23.

May 27--PARABLES OF THE I\m(m(m.

Matt. 13: 24-33.

10. June 3—Tux TwrLvkE SEsr ForTtH.
Matt. 9: 35 to 10: 8.

11. June 10—Dzxan or JoRN THE BaPrIsT.
Mark 6: 14-29.

12, June l7--'l‘|n Fxxpine or Five Trovu-
S8AND. John 6 : 5-14.

13. June 24—Rzvizw.

—~—
r/r

2. July 8—Jmsus THE BREAD 0¥ Livk. John
6: 22-40.

3. July 15—Tue GENTILE WoMAN'S FarrH,
Mark 7: 24-30.-

4. July 22—PetErR's CONFESSION AND
Curisr’s Resuke. Matt. 16 : 13-26.

b. July 29—Tue 'I‘Ruurmvm'r)«m Luke
9: 28-36.

6. Aug. B—JImsus  AND THE CHILDREN.
Matt. 18: 1-14. :

7. Aug. 12—TuE ForaiviNg Spirit.  Matt,
18: 21-3

8. Aug 19—Tue May Bory Buixn,  John

9: 1-17. .
9. Aug. 26— Jesus THE (GOon SHEPHRRD.
John 10: 1-16. N .
10. Sept. 2—THE SkvENTY SENT ForTiL
Luke 10: 1-11, 17-20.
t. 9—-'1‘!": D SaMariTAN.  Luke
10 25-§
12. Sept. 16—Tue Ricn Foor.—Luke 12

13. Sept. 23—'1‘nx Duty oF WATCHFULNERS.
Luke 12: 35-46.

14. Sept, 30—REvigw, .

Fourth Quarter
1. Oct. 7—Jxs0N Dmmo Wit A PHARISKE.
Luke 14: 1-14.

2. Oct. 14—PARABLE OF THE GREAT SUPPER,
Luke 14 : -15-24.

3. Oct. 21—TrE Los'r SHEEP AND Losr
Corn. Luke 15: 1-10. o

4. Oct. 28—THE ProniGar Sox.
11-24.

5. Nov. 4—Tnar UNsust STEWARD,
16: 1-13.

8. Nov. 11—Tue Ricit MaN AND Lmuws.
Luke 16 : 19-31.

7. Nov. 18—Tre TeN Lepers CLEANSED.
Luke 17 : 11-19,

8. Nov. 25—SoBer Livisa. Titus'2: 1-15,

9. Dec. 2—THERicH YouNa Runkr. Matt,
19: 16-26.

10. Dec. 9—BAmmxvanum Mark 10:
46-52.

11. Deec. 18—ZAccrErs THR PuBLICAN.
Luke 19: 1-10.

12. Dec. 23—PARABLE oF THE Pounpe.
Lnke 19: }1-27.

18 Dec. 30—REvrw.

Luke 15
Luke
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Order of Seivico— FPowrth Quarter

Our Publications

Lesson Helps

'ru TEACHERS xomn—soc & year; 5 or more to
O se cnlarped by aneTburth from December onward.;
{» 2 OnWa!
fncrease in

no
Tas HOME
'more to one address,
weed dco in the He Del{:o
THE PRIMARY QUARTERLY—With a cture lor each
lesson ; 30c. yearly ; 5 or more to one address, 10c, each.
Tae HoMB STUPY LEATLET—bC. 8 year; sent only

ln ﬂ ultiples of five.
RY LEAFLET-5C. & year; sent only in
ﬂvel Ot multiples of five.
Samples qf above free on application.

Illustrated Papers

JewrrLs—For the Little Ones; every week, hand”
somely {llustrated ; single oopiea, 80c. & ym 5 or
more to one lddmu. 20c, each.

THE KING'S OWN, eontlnu.in% The Children's Record
— Every week, instead of mont lyru now, and hand-

somel! ﬂlmtuted single copies, 40c. & year; b or
more (one dress, 25¢. each.

L, Samples qfabovejraonappucam

/ Catechisms, eto.

snom: CATEOHISN, per doz., 20c. ; 100, $1.25.
1 oosn'on_;rlx Cuwnmt. ptoofn, per doz., 35¢c.;
« LEssoN &xnm—sd:’edule of IA-ona for che ear,
with Topics for Proof, Catechism, etc. ; &c

PASSAGES FOR llélc;)‘pllnl e—List of choloe eonnecb-

ed and complete [pture passages on neat little
four-page card ; per 100, 50c. .

Other 8. 8."Supplies
.

' £ARSON'S PRIXARY CATECHISN, per doz., 4bc.; pe’

100, $3.00. Comnno LzssoN Picruze Ro:.u, ¢, per

uarter uao esr COLORED LESSON PICTURE

D% 10c. foryeu Sentonly inlots

ons metc. no!lm'bm 8. CLASS REGISTER,

Bun:nu'nmm's R.;oc?m, 10c. each.

mmon Qmperhnndred and ANY OTHER 8.

mvbenq
Bpeocial
» l ‘WO GEMS8-BIBLE AND PIBBY‘I'BXAN Boox or
AISE, complete ¢n from

¢o limp 20 as to
ing m.:o.boutboum,

NY COUNSELLOR—A sweet oo umw
Hour; from the paper, pn;u in
e S
even!

A: n‘nllho Bent postpaid on receipt of
discontinue
of period for which o:delul.m
mom 8chools are y
hmh\dndme m time.
Qrders for less than s year rates

8. Payment should weompuu otdeu in every case,

.R. DQUGLAS FRASER, M.A.
7CoNgEDERATION L1re BuiLDING
ToroNtO

Nm——l. Ithournle

Y 4 -

mv %gnﬂ: ’.Y—Mc a year; 5 or |

*Catechism,

ORDER OF SERVICE: Fourth Quarter

Opeaing

1. StLENCE.

I1. RespoNsIVE SENTENCES.

Supr. O give thanks unto the Lord, for
He is good.

ScrooL. For His mercy endureth forever.

Surr. Let the redeemed of the Lord ny
s0.

ScrooL. Whom He hath redeemed from
the hand of the enemy.

IIL. SiNgina.

IV. Praver; closing with the Lord’s Pray-
er in concert.

V. ReADING o LessoN, in concert or in
alternate verses.

V]. SiNaINg.
- The Lesson
_ L Stupy 1N Crassgs,

I1. SiNaING.

III. REVIEW FRO!
which may include

SUPERINTENDENT's DEsx ;
itation in oo of
" Title, Golden Text, and

Heads of Lesson Plan. N

IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS ; SECRETARY'S AfD
LIBRARIAN'S DISTRIBUTIONS,

_ Closinggliy
1. SiNGING.- .
11. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES,
Suver. Blees the Lord, O my soul.
Scaoor. And forget not all His benefits. ~-
Supr. ‘Who redeemeth thy life from de:,

strugtion.

8crooL. Who crowneth thee with loving-
kindness and tendei'\memes.

Supr. As the heaven is high above ' the
earth.

SprooL. So ﬁm& is His mercy bownd

them that fear
Supr. Glory ye in His holy name.
ScrooL. Let the heartsyof them mjoxoe

. | that seek the Lord.

III. Crosine Hyux or Doxovogy.
IV. BenepicrioN og CLosiNGg PrAveR -

o LN

"
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Bible Dictionary

[October-December

Bible Dictionary for Fourth Quarter,
1899

A’-dar. The twelfth month in the later
Jewish calendar. . .
A’-gag-ite. A term of reproach used to
designate Haman. Its origin i8 not knbwn.
-u-e’-rus. Opinion divided between
Cambyses, successor to Cyrus, and Xerxed
(485-465), the King of Persia during the
the period ol Esther.

-a’-ve. A tributary of the Euphrates
on which Ezra enmmpe?l when setting out
for Jerusalem, - )

Am’-mon-ites. Inhabitants of the dis-
trict east of the Jordan between Arnon on
the south and Jabbok on the north ; the per-
petual enemies of Israel.

Ash’-dod-ites. Inhabitahts Ashdod,
one of the seven great Philistine s rongholds.
After the restoration enemies of the Jews.

Ar-a’-bians. The wandering inhabitants
of the great desert peninsula of Arabia.

Chis’-leu. The ninth Hebrew month.

Da’-vid. Son of Jesse, and, after Saul,
called to b8"king of Israel.

El-i’jah. The greatest of the early pro-

phets, called out of (iilead to stem the rising,

tide of heathenisin in Isracl.

Esth/-er. See Mordecai.

Ez’-ra. A priest and scribe who led a
colony of exiles from Babylon to Jerusalem,
instituted many reforms. He did much to
collect and arrange the sacred writings.

Gen’-tiles. Nations outside of Judah,
strangers to the true religion.

Hach-a-li’-ah. The father of Nehemiah,

Ha’-man, Son of Hsmmedatha; was
chief minister of Ahasuerus. Enemy of the
Jews, but defeated at court by the Jewish
queen Esther, and hanged on the gallows he
had prepared for Mordecai.

Ha-na’-ni. A brother or near kinsman
of Nehemiah, Who brought him tidi to
Susa of the distressed condition of the Jews

in Palestine. Later made agovernor of Jeru-
salem.
Hash-a-bi’-ah. With Sherebiah, one of

the twelve priests set apart by Ezma to carri
and care for the holy veesels brought bac
from the captivity. *

- Ho’-reb. The mountain in the Sinaitic
_ poninsula of which 8ifiai was a chief sunnmit.
" Is’-rael. Name given to Jacob because
he prevailed in prayer; later given to his
. descendants, the whole nation, and later still
to the kingdom of the Ten Tribes.

Ja’-cob.  Son of Iraac and father of twelve
-song, who became the heads of the twelve
triber. (S&e Israel.) ’

Je-ru‘sa-lem. The Holy City, capital of
all Ismael, and after the separation, of the
kingdom of Judah.

Jesh’-u-a and his twelve companions.
Levites who assisted Ezra in expounding the

law to the assembled people.

Joews, The descendants of the Israelites.
(See Israel.)

Ju’-dah, The fourth son of Jacob,
whose name was given to ‘one of the tribes.
After the division of the kingdom the name
was applied to the southern division, which
included the tribes of Judah and Benjamin,
with a portion’ of Simeon and Dan ; Jerusa-
lem was its capital.

Le’-vites. Descendants of Levi, the third
son of Jacob and Leah ; set apart for the ser-
vices of the sanctuary. They assisted the
priesta and conducted the service of praise.

Mat-tith-i‘ah, and twelve others, who

the law to the people.

Mi’.dian. The Midianites who inhabited
northern Arabia. i

Mor’-de-cai. . A Benjaminite who in-
curred the displeasure of Haman at the Per-
sian court. hrough Queen Esther, who
"was his pwn niece, and whom he had
"brought up, he overthrew Haman's plot
; a§ainst the Jews, and secured the punishment
of Haman. THu beeanie the prime minister to
the Persian king.

Mo’-8es. Born an Israelite, and saved as

a babe from the wrath of Pharaoh in EFy t.
Taken to the Court and taught in a H’F\e
learning of the Egvptians. Chose rather to
be 8 Hebrew ; angin time led Israel out of
-Egypt and through the desert. Died on
- Mount Nebo.
' Ne-he-mi’-sh. The Governor of Judah
under Artaxerxes at the time of the Restor-
ation. A man of great wealth, and a strong,
honest ruler ; prompt in resolution, magterful
in execution. '

Ni’-san. * The first month of the Jewish
vear.,

Per’-sia. The great eastern kingdom con-
quered by Cyrus and governed by Xerxes,
which overran all western Asia and long
held sway over Palestine.

Ban-bal’-lat. * Satrap of the king of Per-
fia in Israel after the Restoration ; the great
opponent to the rebuilding of the Temple
and city.

8hu’-shan. One of the three capitals of
Persia and winter residence of its kings.

Tri-she’-tha. The Persian title for a
local or pmvincikl governor.

To-bi’-ah. An Ammonite who united
with Sanballat to oppose the Jews in the
restoration of the city and Temple.

. A chief city of the Pﬁmnicians on
the Mediterranean, celebrated for its traffic,
and very rich.

Vash’-ti. The first queen of Ahasuerus,
divorced for dj ience.

Zi’en, emountain captured by David
Later the name was app'icd to the city of

|
i
|

Jerusalem and to the dwel.thg lace of
Jehovah therein. P

stood to the right and left of Ezra as he read

|

*
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Tnternational

Bible Lessons

Studies in the Old Testament .
LzessoN CALENDAR: FOURTH QUARTER.
, October 1.............. in'God’s use, Psalim 122,
2. October 8............ - .HaWan’s Plot inst the Jews. Esther 3: 1-11.
3. October 15..... .....Esther Pleading for Her People. Esther 8 : 3-8 and 15-17.
. Octobdr 22............. Ezra’s Journey t¢/Jerusalem. Ezra 8 : 21-32.
October 290...... ....... Psalms of Deliverance. Psalms 85 and 126.

NovemberH......
November -12. ...
November 19...

e 2 s

..... Nehemiah’s Prayer. Nehemiah 1: 1-11.
.......Rebuilding the Walls of Jerusalem, Nehemiah 4: 7-18.
........Public Reading of the Scriptures. Nehemiah 8: 1-12. -

November 26 ...... .. Woes of Intemperance. Proverbs 23 : 29-35.
10. December 3.......... ..Keeping the Sabbath Nehemiah, 13: 15-22.
11, December 10.... ...... Lessons in Giving. Malachi 1: 6-11; 3: 8-12.
12, December 17.... ...... Fruits of Right and Wrong Doing. Malachi 3 : 13-+4: 6.
13. December 24 ... . ... Christ's Cowming Foretold. Isaiah 9: 2-7.
14. December 31.... ..... Review.

C™0

Lizeos X, KEEPING THE SABBATH December 3, 1899

Nehemiah 13 ; 1522, Cﬁmxm}n memory vs. 1>-17.

-

15 In those days saw I in Ju'dah some treading wine
presses on the sabbath, and bringing in_ sheaves,
and lading asses! ; a8 also wine, %:-npes. and tigs, and
all manner of burdeng, which they 3 brought into
Jeru'salem on the sabbath day : and I testified against
thems in the day wherein they sold victualg,

18 There dwelt men of Ty're also therein, whiclrs
bmugg.t fish and all manner of ware, and sold on the
sabbath unto the children of Ju'dah, and in Jeru'sa-

lem.

17 Then I contended with the nobles of Ju'dah, and
said unto them, What evil thing ¢s this that ye do,
aud profane the sabbath day ?

18 Did not your fathers thus, and did not our God

Compare Isa. 56 : 13, Jer. 17.1927. Read Neh, 13

19 And it came todpus, that when the gates of Jeru'-
salem began to be dark before the sabbath, I com-
manded thas the s gates should beshut, and ¢ charged
that they should not be opened till after the sabbath :
and some of my servants set I at the gates, thas there
should no burden be brought in on the sabbath day.

20 8o the merchants and sellers of all kind of ware
lodged without Jeru'salem once or twice.

21 Then I testified against them, and said unto
them, Why lodge yeabout the wall? if ye do s again,
1 will lay hands on you. From that time forth came
thg' no more on the sabbath,

And I commanded the Le'vites that they should
& cleanse themselves, and that they should come and

bring all this evil u

n us, and upon this city? yet

ye bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the | ber ¢ me, O my
sab . -

e according to

keep the gates, to sanctify the sabbath day. Remem-

. T concerning thid aleo, and spare
the greatness of thy merey.

Revised Version.—! Insert therewith in italics . 3 Brought in ; 3 Doors ; ¢« Commanded ; 8 Purify ;¢ In-

sert unto ;¥ Omit ooncerning.
QGOLDEN TEXT
‘* Remember th bath day to
DAILY
M —Neh. 13 : 1522, Keeping the
Sabbath.
T.—Gen. 1:26 to 2:8. The Bab-
bath inted.
\\'.ﬁler.bgl: 1g27. Sabbath to be
owed.
T"'—Mm&i?né dnm. O;Iudbhuh-
enounced.
I-‘.—Ln.lbo :1-7. Blessings in keep-

ng.

8 —Is. 58 : 14 Sabbath joy.

8. -—Lnfe 6: 1-10. Christ's
ng.

.

TIME

In the grape season (v, 15).  Ne-
hemiah, after twelve years in Jeru-
salem and perhaps four or five
years again in Persia, had now re-
turned to Jerusalem by permission
of King Artaxerxes, who died B.C.
42. A probsble date for the les-
son is B.C. 47 or 26.

OATECHISX
Review Questions 73-75.
LESSON HYMXNB
Book of Praise—382. 104 (Px ).
578, 383.

1. The Sabbath Broken, 15, 18.
By,common labourand trade.

I1. The Sabbath Rreakers Re-
buked, 17, 18.

Ry an appesal to hinbry.

QEI' The Babbath Observed. 19-

Through Nehemiah's prompt

and strong measures

After the completing of the walls and defences of Jerugalem, and the reading of the
Law, and tha subsequent confessing of (+od's goodness and their own wickednuss, the peo-
ple entered into a solemn covenant with God ; after which Nehemiah returped to Persia

. ¥



862 A,

Keeping the Sabbath
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\

(ch. 6 and 8-13).
it neceseary to institute many reforms (ch. 1

In his absence the people became careless, md on returning he found

13: 7, ete.), amongst them a reformation of

the Sabbath. His plans and methods are dealt with in this lesson. They reveal Nehemigh
as a servant of God a p?not /gnd a man of affairs. !

I. The Sabbath Broken, 15, 186.

V. 15. In those days; after his return
from Persia to Jerusalem. Saw I in Ju-
dah; as he went about his duties as gover-

notr, Judah was <the name given to the
southern province df Palestine, of which Jer-
usalem was the capital. Some treading wine-
presses. The grape gatherers trod the juice
out of the grapes in a trough orgpress, and
the juice ran into a wine vat. nd bringing
in sheaves. (Margin, Rev. Ver., ‘ heapd of
corn’’); gathering their harvests and bringing
them intothe city. Lading asses (Rev. Ver.,
“lading asses therewith’’). All kinds of
"heavy work were indulged in. A4nd all man-
ner of burdens ; every kind,of produce usually
sold at Jerusalem. The ‘desccration of the
Sabbath was general. On the Sabbath day.
“The temptation to desecrate the SBabbath
in order to maintainamicable relations with
. Gentile traders [who knew no Sabbath] was
a constant source of religious ® deg®neracy
among the Jews.” (Camb. Bible.) I testified;
against those whoaopmfanedtheﬂabbath In
the day vherein they sold victuals. The rebuke
was prompt. With Nehemiah to decide was
to act. He was a practical man.

V. 16. Men of Tyre. Traders from Tyre
dwelt jn Jerusalem. .The Tyrians, like all
" the Phenicians, were noted traders.  Which
brought fish ; salted and dried and, perhaps,
fresh, from the Mediterranean. Jerusalem
had its “fish gate '’ (3 : 3). Zidon, the neigh-
boring city to Tyre, means the ‘‘fishery.”
All manner of ware. The articles of inter-
change between Tyre and Jerusalem were
numerous. Tyre was particularly famous for
a peculiarly “eplendid dye with which its
cloths were colored (Ezek. 27: 7). Sold unto
the Children of Judah; and in Jerusalem.
The Tyrians had no Sabbath. The people
of Judah and Jerusalem, through contanrina-
tion of such neighbors, cast away the 8ab-

EXPOSITION

bath that they had been taught. of God to
keep.

II. The Babbath Breakers Rebuked, 17,
18,

V. 17. Icontended ; remonstrated and used
his official authority. With the nobles; the
higher classcs of the people, who were most
to blame, because better informed and more

people.  Profane the Sabbath; by making it
a common business day.

" V. 18. Did not wour fathers thus? The
breaking of the Sabbath was ever a chief gin
of God’s rebellious‘people; and a prolific
parent it always is of other sins. And did
not our God bring all this evil upon us? The
captivity, with all its attendant miseries ;
the fair city of their fathers in ruins and in
a tyrant’s hand. These evils were the direct
outcome of the transgression of God's laws,
of which the law of the Sabbath was a prin-
cipal one, (Jer. 17:27; Ezek.-20:13.) For
gracious promises to Sabbath keepers sece
Isa. 58: 13, 14. Ya ye dring more wrath,
Not heeding the warning of the past, they

to incur th¢ displeasure of God, Rom. 1: 18,

ITI. The Sabbath Observed, 19-88.

V. 19. The gates began to be dark.  These
entrances were as deep a8 the walls were
thick and thus grew dark at early dusk. The
Sabbath began at.gunset. The gales ; the
“doors” (Rev. Vaz.). These were either
amall entrances in the gates, or 'the great
gates themselves. Charged ; the same word
a8 ‘‘commanded’’ .in'the previoys ¢
Tl after &bbolL,txll the nextgven
funset. gme of my serodft pemnﬂ*en-
dants of Nehemiah whom he could trust. At
the gates, Rev. Ver. ‘ Over the gates'’ ; he

set them to superintendent the watch, that

free to do as they pleased than the common .

continued to violate the Sabbath and thus,
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no person bearix;g burdens should enter.  That 1
there should no burden be brought ; * Foot pas-

I will lay my hands on you ; put you under
arrest. From that time forth, Through strict .

sengers were no doubt allowed to enter and | administration, the law came to be respected.

Jeave the city on the Sabbath.”

V. 20. Lodged withou! Jerusalem. They
had come in the evening to the city gates,
and not finding entrance, remained on the
ropdside without the gates and plied their
trade with those who went out and in.  Onee
or twice. They came once or twide on the eve
of the Sabbath, seeking entrance with their
produce.

V. 21. Then I testified; rebyked them.
Why lodge ye abous~the wallf This hanging
about outside the gate was a transparent
evasion of the law. It must be suppressed.

A law well observed becomes an educator.
V. 22. The Levites ; whose prescribed trib-

lal privilege and duty was service in the

Temple. Should cleanse -themselves.; purify
themselves from ceremonial uncleanness and
guard the gates on Sabbath as a religious
duty, which, indeed it was ; for" this guard-
ing was done “to sanctify the Sabbath day.”
Remepber me, O my God, concerning thie; &
prayer of Nehemiah's on several occasions,
each time after some hard-fought battle.
(See®: 19; 6:14;13: 14; 29: 31.) Note the

quaint candor of this plain man.
7

&»%&'M/Mm’y.p{/

Some treading wine presses on the szbbath,
etc., v. 15. Following the bad example of the
men of Babylon and Tyre, they labored them-
selves and made their slaves and employees
labor for them, on the Sabbath day. They
carried on all sorts of trade as on any other
day. Itisnot difficult to find modern par-
alels. In the United States alone fully
2,000,000 men and women have no Sabbath
at all, because compeiled to toil at unneces-
sary work, manufacturing, trading, and car-
rying merchandise, publishing the pestifer-
ous Sunday newspaper, transporting plea-
sure-secking excursiomists and providing
amusement. for selfish and godless people.
We in Canada, too, are sorely threatened
with this American Sunday as a substitute
for our Canadian Sabbath. Large numbers
of men haveta work onthe Lord’s day on
our ratlroads and canals, and in various
forms of manufacture and business, and at-
tempts to make further inroads upon the
day are being magle with growing frequency.
Besides this, private pleasure-seeking is on
the increase by S8unday cars, wheeling, boat-
ing, Sunday visiting, "etc. How directly con-
trary to the letter and the spirit of God's
word this all is, thereis no need to aay.

I testified against.them. Nehemiah testified
with all the weight of his personal inflnence
and of his official authority. Every lover of

the S8ibbath both may and should testify
against BSabbath breaking and Sabbath
breakers, ministers from the pulpit, teach-
ers to their classes, parents in the home,
editors in their papers and all of us by ex-
ample and precept, in private and public, as
occasion requires or opportunity arises.

Mgn of Tyre, v. 16. Here is the problem
of the foreign element which has wrought
the wreck of the Sabbath sd largely in the
TUnited States and which threatens to serve
us in like manner here. Foreigners we wel-
come. Our broad land is wide enough for
all.  But, in seli-protection, we must hold
strongly against the evils that the laxer cus-
toms of some foreigners bring in. Why should
not we be strong enough, indeed, not only’
to hold our own Sabbath, but so to com-
mend it to the incoming foreigners, that they
will make it theirsalso?

Then I contended wish the nobles, v. 17. He
remonstrated with the nobles as the leaders.
The people are the rulers now ; and should
there not be similar sturdy contending with
the powers that be, with employers of labor,
and with legislators. We cannot blame our
legislators for defective Sabbath laws, or peo-
ple for the breaking of such laws as there
are,’if we sit still say nothing.

More wrath upon Israe by profaning the Sab-
bath, v. 18. God had punished the Sabbath-
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breaking of their fathers by the Babylonish
captivity, with all ita humiliation and suf-
fering. God will not h’old/guiltless nor suf-

. fer to go unpunished thos¢ who despise His
laws. God is not to be mocked. Whatso-
ever men or nations sow, that they will as-
suredly reap. Why is France showing signs
of decay to-day? Amongst other things, be-
cause she has long profaned God’s Sebbath.
Why is it that Scotland, small and compar-
atively poor as s}i\a is, has wielded so power-
ful an influence in' all parts of the world ?
Largely because Scotsmen have ever stood
firm for keeping holy the Sabbath. Ahd if
Canada is to be the great Snation which her
resources and opportunities promise, Cana-
dians-sust stand fast in resisting every in-
road that the greed of gold or the lust of
pleasure would make upon the integrity and
sanctity of the Lord’s Day.

I commanded that the gates should be shwt
-...till after the Sabbatk . . ..and the Levites. ...
that they should . .. . and keep the gates, vs.
19-22. Nehemiah beligved, not only in moral

. suasion, but in lcgislative restruint as wetl.

- FOR rux'ra;ln PREPARATION

“Points
..éél'on days of toil in the week and none
of rest] Iseuch a life worth living ? v. 15.

A Sabbathless man is a' starved man.
*‘Leanness of soul’ is his sure portion, v. 15.

It is eseential that rulers should havea
sharp eye and a strong hand for law break-
ers, v. 15,

Thoee who buy are equally guilty with
thoee who sell on the Sabbath day, v. 16.

. e are swifter to learn evil from our

neighbors than good, v. 16.

Fashion travels downward. If the
‘“nobles’’ are in the right way, the rest of
ns are pretty sure to follow, v. 17.

It is well to call ugly things by plain
names, v. 17.

He is a fool who fails to profit by the past,
.18

The greedy, money-making profaners of the
Sabbath cared little for all he or others might
say, so long as the ghites of permission and
opportunity were wide open. Therefore, he
gave an imperative prohibition of unholy
traffic. He followed this up, too, with ade-
quate measures for enforcement and that
without fear, favor or flinching. Thisset pro-

the Sabbath-breaking. It is ever 8o in re-
sisting the greed of gain. Unprincipled men
and soulless corporations cannot be held back
otherwise. -With such as they, an ounce
of legal restriction is worth a ton of moral
suasion. Moral suasion for reasonable people
and legal restraint for the unprincipled and
unscrupulous should go hand in hangd,

From that time forth came they no more onthe
Sabbath. It was a hard fight ; but Nehemiah
and the godly people who stood by him were
ultimately successful.
hard, and often th#hkless fight here in
Canada; but woe unto us and to our country,
if we are either too indifferent to make the
effort or t6o selfish to pay the price!

.

No one lives to himself. The sins of the
fathers fall upon the childfen,”v. 18,
‘“ A Sabbath well spent
Brings a week’s content,

And abundance of joy for the morrow.
But a Sabbath profaned, -
Whatsoever be gained,

Isa certain forerunner of sorrow.”’—v. 18.

A good rhler acts as well ab enacts, v. 19.

Greed has shifty ways, v. 20. (Thosee who
have to do with carrying out of our Sunday
liquor laws can understand.)

Law cannot make a man moral, but it can
prevent him demoralizing other men, v. 21,

Ministers and Christian workers are well
within their duty when they are standing

vard over the Sgbbath, v. 22,

A fine full-length portrait of a ruler with
both grace and grit—‘‘I saw,” v.15; “T
testified,"’ vs. 15, 21 ; ‘I contended,” v. 17;
| ““T commanded,” vs. 19, 22.

hibition and this only proved sufflsient tostop .

It will be a long,*
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Pithy Paragraphs

The Sabbath is as old as the world itself.
God rested the seventh day from all His
works, and so hallowed it for ever. When
Jehovah appeared on Sinai, He inibedded the
Sabbath in the very heart of the Ten Com-
mandments. When He came in the form of
man, He cleared it of its abuses, and when
He departed again into glory, He left the
Lord’s Day as its substitute. '

Not long after Priuce Albert came to Eng-
lund as the husband of lth%Quc(:n he sent for
William Hill, a tamous organ-builder, one
Sunday morning to consult about a royal
chapel organ. The sturdy man took no no-
tice of the summons at the time, but attend-
ed promptly on the following day.

““Mr. Hill.” said the prince, who was un-

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

.

There was something more to do than the
re-building of the walls of Jerusalem. The
national life, like the walls, had gone to ruin.

weak places must be re-established.
This task, Nehemiah, true patriot as he was,
as well a8 true- servant of God, set about.
Foremogt amongst these abuses, and a chief
root of all evil, was the abandonment of the
Nabbath. - B

Take the class back to Nehemiah’s time,
and Nehemiah’s work. '

I. Invite them to witness a Sabbath day
in Jerusalem in Nehemiah’g time (vs. 15,
16). Go into the vivid detail8 of what was
going en outside and inside the city.

Put as much of the picturesque into it as
you can, the farmers and‘laborers in the
fields and vineyards and fetching their stuff
into the city ; the men of Tyre_ with their
brilliant garmenta—for Tyre was noted for
its dyes—hawking their wares through the
streets of Jerusalem, and in the byways of
Judah ; then Nehemiah going in the Yace of
this traffic to testify against it and for God's
pure law. A grand man he |

I1. Next comes the appeal to the nobles.
If the noblee are secured the people will fol-

used to the strict English ways of Sabbath’
observance, *‘ I sent for you yestorday.”” ‘I
believe 80,”” was the limitdd form of reply.
“But you did-not come?” ‘‘No,” enid
+1ill, *‘ I never do business on Sunday.” The
‘hero of this adventure used to add that the
Queen was present at the Interview ; but
she took no part in the conversation. She
only seemed to be very much, amused, he
said, The prince, however, learned his

lesson.
r'e

Our catechism penetrates to the heart of
the Fourth Commandment in the guestion,
‘“How is.the Sabbath to be sanctified?”
‘““By A HoLY REstING,”’ That isg the key to
itall. Ttisasif God said, *Six days are
vours. The seventhis mine.”” This prin-
ciple once firmly gragped will solveall minor
details as to how to keep the Lord’s day.

7 7

low. His appeal is on strong ground, an ap-
peal to history. (See passages given in Ex-
position.) Note his bold words, “ Yet ye
bring more wrath upon Israel by prafaning
the Sabbath.” He convicts them of their
sing and apparently wins them to his side.

III. Mark the energy and the practical
character of the further steps, va. 19-22, The
shutting and guarding of the, gates; the
evaders of the ‘law sharply dealt withy,
Threaterred arrest is the cure for these wily
evaders of the Jaw. Then note the final
step, the Levites taken from their Temple
duties, commanded to cleanse themselves
because this also was a holy duty, and set
to guard the gates.

Very quaint i3 the prayer of this great
man, Conscious of purity of motive, and
that his deed is well done, he seeks the favor
and the merey of God to rest'upon him.

These four things the teacher will do well
to impress, in closing :

1. That the Fourth Commandment still
holds as a binding rule.

2. That the guide to Sabbath-keeping is to
keep the day ‘ holy,” that is sct apart for
God and for God's worship and service.
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s Keeping the Sabbath

8. That we should guard well the Lord’s
Day, else we shall soon lose it.

4. That there should be a strong Sabbath
law for those who by Subbath-breakmg rob
others of their day of rest ; a strong law and

strongly enforced.
y Que-txonn /

W ! Jun =

15, 16.  What did Nehemiah see?  Which
wmmandmonywu; broken? Who instituted
the Sabbath? (Gen. 2: 3)
2:2,8) For whom made? (Mark 2:27)
What strangers came? What did they do?

17, 18. With whom did Ne¢hemiah begin ?
WHy with them? ‘‘How is the Sabbath to
Jbe sanctified?”” (Shorter Catechism, Ques.
60.) Why was Jerusalem destroyed? When
had the nation been carried captive? Why
now weak? (Jer. 17 : 27 ; Ezek: 20 : 13.)

19, 20. What oommand given? Who
were to guard the gates? Why? Who were
waiting? For what purpose ?

21, 22. What threat made? What com-
mand given? To whom? What was Nehe-
miah’'s prayer 7% How God regard the
Sabbath ? ﬁow should we regard it?

M«Vm P AAUAL

z Oonnection—** Father, what does n-a-x-

G-g-R gpell 7’ s&ld Willie, pointing toa white

Mm what evils had bf;e nation fall-

Why ? (Gen..

mber 3

en? (va. 4,5, 8, 10, 15.) How did Nehemiah
treat them ? (v. 8.) What was the law of the
Sabbath ? (Ex. 20 : 8; Lev. 19:3.) Of what
wag the Sabbath a sign? (Ex. 31 ;13-17.) Of
what a type? (Heb. 4:49) Where was
Tyre? With what city associated* by our
Lord? How? (Matt. 11 : 21, 22.) 4

17-22. Of what evil were they guilty?
Who first spoken to? ‘“Which day of the

scven Bath God appointed to be the weekly
Sabbath?’’ (Shorter Catechism, Ques. 59.)
How should it be employed? (Rom. 10 : 17 ;
Matt. 26 : 30 ; Isa. 66 : 23.) How did Nehe-
miah testify against Sabbath breakers? (v.
21.) How is the Sabbath.of to-day threaten-
¢d? Why should it be observed as a day of
rest? What is ourduty?  'What is the duty
of our rulers ?

Topies for ' Brief Papera
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous)

1. l)mcnbe ‘\'ehemmh 8 efforts for a quiet
Sabbath.

2. The value of the \abbath to man.

3. On what ground is legislation to¥protect
the Lord’s day to be defended ?

TR

board on which these letters were painted,
asthey were crossing a railroad track. “My

boy, that epells ¢ Danger’; it
means look out for the train or
it will run over you and kill
you. It is a warning, a dan-
ger signal.” Recall sgome Bible
** danger signals.’”

The Lesson — Recall Nehe-
mish's prayer, the journey to
Jerusalem, the building of the
'| walls, the great.Bible class.

Nehemiah went away to
Persia, stayed five yedrs, came
bagk again to Jerusalem; found

people doing many wicked
things, and disobeying God's
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Sabbath law. Draw outline of the Tables
of Stone. Any who know the Command-
menta may say the first. Then ask for the
fourth (Golden Text). Ask when was the

. _first Sabbath day? Why was it kept?

Now many of these Jewish people had for-
gotten to keep the holy Sabbath day. ‘There

" ftood their béautiful temple; but all the

fathers and motherd and children were not
worshipping there on the Sabbath day. No,
many were &t their every-day work, some
presting the grapes to make wine, some put-
ting loads.of wineaiid grapes and figs into
big baskets on the backs of asses to be taken
away/to be sold. The fish men from the
sea poast were going about crying ¢ fresh
fish ”” and people weré buying the fish. You
would never think it was the Sabbath day.
No wonder Nehemiah felt sad |

Nehemiah was a very determined man, as
well as a very godly man,and hesaid to him-
self, ‘I will put a stop to all this.”’

He went first to the nobles (Fxplain) and
asked them why they were doing so wicked-
ly. (Explain ‘““profane the Sabbath day.”)
He told them how God had destroyed their
beautiful city, because they had not kept the
Sabbath and that God would punish them too

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

if they did not stop. The nobles listened and -
made up their minds to obey God’s law.

Now take the scholars out to the gates (Ex-
plain) at sunset (Explain the Sabbath be-
ginning at that hour) and let them see the
shutting of the big gates (a little door being
left open, through which a man could go, but
not a besist with ita load op) and Nehemiah's
servants sct as a guard to watch. .

Then tell of the merchants and traders
hanging about outside the gates to sell to the
people who might go through the little
doors, '

Hear Nehemiah threatening—*‘T will ]
hands on you, if you come again on the Sa
bath.”’ So they go away and Nehemish takes
the men who helped in the Temple and sets
them to watch the gates on the Sabbath,

In all this he did right and he prays God
to remember it and be good to him.

Practical Thoughts—Refer to any special
form ol Sabbath-breaking within the know-
ledge of the little ones and show them how it
grieves God and how we can Lelp or hinder
others by our example. '

‘“ Benefit”’ Block— His Holy Day.

Have the class sing or recite Hymn 578,

.Bookomeise.
M/
P b

1. WHO GAVE IT?
’ 2. WHAT 1S ITS USE

Four Questions on the Sabbath/

3. HOW 15 IT TO BE OBSERVED ?

?

4. WHY PROTECT IT BY LAW ?

»

i

Write on the board ‘“The Sabbath.”” Then ‘‘Four Questions on.’’ This will arouse curios-
ity. Then write as arranged on “Blackboard ”’ below,* Who,”” “ What," “How,” “ Why."”

There is something even in the way such words are written down.

Write them energetical-

ly. This holds attention. Follow on with the finishing part of each question, writing only
as you explain and enforce. Make these four points, each under its own question (1) God
gave it ; it is His day ; (2) Ita chief use is to keep man close to God ; (3) It is to be kept
by giving God the first place in it ; (4) It should be protected by law becauss this is a
Christian land and because long experience has shdwn it to be for the common good.
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Lewon X1, .
Malachi1® 612 3: 812,

8 A son honoureth his father, and a servant his
master: if then 1be » father, where 18 mine honour?
and if I be & master, Where in my fear ? saith the Lorn
of hpsts unto xou, O priests, that despise my nawme.
And ye ray, Wherein have we despired thy name?

.7 Ye offer polluted breat upon mine altar; and ve
88y, Wherein have we polluted thee?  In that ye say,
The table of the LorD 15 contemptible.

8 1And if ye ofter she blind for sacrifice, isif not
evil? and if ye offer tha lame and pick, i8¢ notevil 12
offer it now unto thy governor; will he he pleased
lvllti:;?s thee, or 3 aceept thy peron? saith the Lorb of
9 And now, I pray you, ¢ heseech God that he ‘\1\;}1
be 2lous unto us’ this hath bheen by your meafis ;
xgmne s regard your persons? saith the Lorb of

10 ¢ Who s there even among gou that would shut
the doors for noughtt neither do ye kindle fAre on
mine altar for nought. 1 have no Yleasure in you,
saith the Lorp of hosts, nefther will 1 accept anoffer-
ing at your hand,

Version—! And when

LESSONS IN GIVING

Commit to memory ch. 3: 10.

. Decemper 10, 1899
Head Mal. 1, and 2 Cor 8and 9

11 For from the rising of the sun even unto the
going down of the same my name 7 2hull be great
among the Gentiles ;-and in every place incense 8 shall
be offered unto my name, and a pure offering : for my
name shall be great amoug the ¢ heathen, saith the
Lorb of hosts,

Ch.3:8 WillamanrobGod? Yet ye have robbed
me. But yesay, Wherein have we robbed thee? In
tithes and oﬂerh,x;u. "

9 Yeare cunnd with 19 a curse:
robbed me, even this whole nation.

10 Briirg ye 13 all the tithes into the storehouse, that
there may De meat in mine house, and prove me now
herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open
vou the windows of heaven, and pour you out a
blessing, thag there shait not b room enough i receive it,

11 A“(;;l will rebuke the devourer for your sakes,
and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground *
neither shall your vine ‘cast her fruit before the timne
in the field, saith the LORD of hosts,

12 And all nations shall call you 18 blessed : for e
shall be & delightsome 1and, saith the Lorp of hosts.

for 11 ye nave

. {tis noevil; ?Present ;: 3Will he a%oept; 4 Intreat the favour

Revised
af God, that he may be; 8 Accept any of your persons, 8 Oh, that there were one among you that would shut
the doory, that ye might not kindle (firt on) my altar in vain, ?§s great; 8 Is offered’; ¥ Gentlles ; 19The;

' Y¢ rob me; 14 The whole tithe ; 1+ Happy.

*‘God loveth a cm giver.” oo -
Rk irE e
M.—-\l:;.‘ln"s.-!ﬂ and 3:812 Les lem, B.C. 443127,
T‘—Nuse[‘;v:n:mgligg. “As He ls PLACE
W.—i‘u:g?:';lm The reward Jerusmlen.

Th.—2 Cor. 8 ; 19. Christ’s ex- CATECHISM
.}.‘__2 (:}E::];f 102, A willlng I;\:;g: Questions 76-78,
8.—2 Cor. 9. HYMNS

A cheerful {zl\'cr.
B8.—1 Tim. 6:6-19. Rea

tribute.
i
i 1 ]

¥ to dis-
426

J/;JL sk

the Persian Court.

Book of Praise—108 (Ps.). 124, 2,

]

{ LESSON PLAN
1. Meannessin Giving, 6-11.

The worst and not the best ; and
from hape of gain, not love of God,

Nehemiah's
visits to Jerusa-

II. The Curse that Follows, Ch,

i 3:8,8.
Becayse it has heen a robbing
God.

III. Right Giving and Blessing,
10-18.

All the tithes, on their part | His
hest gifts, on God's.

CONNECTING LINKS

(54
Malachi proba[bly wrote during Nehemialh’s twelve years; absence from Jerusalem at
The abuses he had sought to check had broken out afresh and mar-

riages with the surrounding heathen and profanity on the part of the priests had again

become conspicuous.

13 : 23-27.)

Testament.

withholding His own from God.. » ",
Y L)

(Compare Mal. 2 : 8 with Neh. 13 : 15, 29; Mal. 2 : 10-16 with Neh,
To correct these evils God called out Malachi, the latest prophet of the Old
We are to have two lessons from his prophecy. This first is on the sin of

7/ 'ﬂ_w}v et SR

I. Meanness in Giving, 6-11.

by the people to Him as their Heavenly

V. 6. A son honoureth his Jather. Any son | Fathér. The Lord of Hosts - whom all the

of heaven and earth  réver

worthy of the name will honor his father by | hosts
reverence, respect and obedience. A4 servant|ence and serve (Ps. 103: 19-22). O prieats
his master ; the same idea under a different | that despise My name; men chosen to glorify
form. Where ia niine honour # The honor due | God and serve Him, but who by unworthy
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offerings and false lives, made His name a
reproach.  Ye say, wherein have we despised 7
Théy had sinned so persistently that they
had become blind to their own faults.,

V. 7. Polluted bread. Bread” i often
used in the s.-nw of sacrifices and rendered
“lood” (Lev. 30 W, 16).  They brought
blemished b(asts in sacrifice, beasts that
cost themn little and were an insult to God.
The table ; the altar of God.  Contemptible ;
literally ‘‘ may be despised.”  How shock-
ing! The very priests, born and conscerat-
ed to holy servics; despise God’s holy
things even while they handle them.

V. 8. If ye offer the blind.  The blind were
not to be offered to God in sacrifice (Tav. 22¢
22 Deut. 152 21). Isit not evil # {ROWAer
“ lt, iy no evil.””) They would bring the bhnd
to sacrifice and say it was ““ No harm,”” and
thus profane the name of Jehovah. Wil he
be pleased with thee # Surely not.  How then
expect God to be pleased?  Or accept thy
person 7 (Hebrew ‘ Lift up thy faso.”) No
ruler would receive those who offer such un-
worthy gifts.

V. 9. Beseech God. (Hebrew, ¢ Stroke or
smooth the face of God”’) ; i..., propitiate
or entreat His favor. The expression may be
either a genuine exhortation to ask God for
mercy ; or irony, “Stroke the face of God,
curry favor with Him, that He may bhave
mercy, whilst ye are offering Ilim the lame
and blind.”” This hath been by your means
(I{ebrew ¢ From your hand cometh this”').
“ When things like this come from your
hands, can He accept your pumons" ? (Prof.
. Adan Smith.)

V. 10. Who is there? See the Rev. Ver. as
given above, which implies that God would
rather have no worship at all in His Templp
than to have the sacrifices presented insuch a
spirit. Neither will T accept an offering ; while
they thought of Him and His altaras they
did. The motive was unworthy, therefore
the off&mg was offensive.

V. 11. My name shall be great; held in
honor. The Revision reads ‘ is great”’ and
later in the verse ‘‘is offered” and again
“ig great.’”” Professor Georgé Adam Smith
interprets as meaning, “The very sacrifices
of the heathen are pure and acceptable to

God,” and adds, ‘Never have we had jn,. "

prophecy, even the most far-secing and”
evangelical, a statement so catholic and so
gencrous as thig’>  Perhaps tl rophet’s
words are a strong way of mar the cor-
ruption of Jewish worship. Thb very altars
and offerings of the Gentiles are clean’ in
comparison. Pusey expresses the common
view —“Thg style is a vivid prescent, such as
i8 often used to describe the.future ; but the
things spoken of show it to be future.”

II. The Curse that Follows, ch.S: 8, 0.

Va. 8, 9. Widlaman rob God? Itis bad
enough to rob a man, fur worse to rob God.,
1 Sam. 2: 2‘? 3 :13; Matt, 21 : 13. Wherein
have we 'robbcdthee? The langun,ge of thrice
hardened thieves.  Steeped in sin, they had
become insensible to its -guilt. In tithes and
offerings””"TFhe tenth ofall produce, as well.
as of flucks and cattle, belongs to Jetiovah
and must be offered to Him " (Lev. 27 : 30,
32), and this tenth was “‘assigned to the
Levites as the reward of their services”
(Num. 18 : 21, 24).  The heave offering was
the portion of the pricsts. J7% are cursed:
Their negleet of religion and its duties
brought a curse upon them and their Jand.

III. Right Giving and Blessing, 10-12. '

V. 10. Bring me all the tithes, (Hebrew,
“Bring the whole tithe.”) He will show
them how they may remove the curse and
enjoy the favor of God. (See also Prov. 3 :
9, 10.) Into the storehouse; chambers in the
temple for holding the tithes (2 Chron. 31 :
11, 12; Neh. 10: 38).  That there may be meat
(food). The priests and Levites were main-
tained by the sacrifices offered by the peo-
ple. God wishes that flis ministering ser-
vants shall bo properly maintained (1 Cor. Y
13; 10 :18).  The windows of heaven ; which
were now closed by their sin. | If they
would but repent and honor God, He would
open the windows_and shmwr blosamg!s'I
upon them like rain (T.\s 1:179).

8. 11, 12, And I will rebuke; chock or
restrain ; exterminate.  The devouwrer ; the
locust thut had eaten up the herbage. .ind
all nations ; the nationa round sbout, obsery-
ing their prosperity, shall call them blossed
of God.

09

v
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Ye offer polluted bread upon mine allar. v. 7.
We are mistaken if we think we can please
God by offering to Him worthless or inferior
offerings, things that cost us little or nothing
and@re worth little or nothingto us. God
walues our offerings, not for their pecuniayy
worth, but for the self-denial, the gratitude
and the love they represent. 1 kave no plea-
surein you. The man himself must be ac-
cepted before the offering can be acceptable.
(See Gen. 4: 4,6 and 2 Cor. 8:5.) That
striking passage, Isa. 1 :11-15, teaches that
multiplied sacrificee and religious services
are an abominationto God, if the lives of
the worshippers prove them insincere.
“ Hands full of blood’’ cannot present ac-
ceptable offerings to God.

To be acceptable our givings must be : (1)
To the Lord (1 Chron. 16; 28, 29), It is
poesible to give even for benevolent and re-
ligious dbjects without giving to the Lord.
For example, if A is canvassed for a contri-
bution to missions by B, whom he likes, he

‘gives 85. If cgnvassed by C, whom lie dis-
likes, he gives a dollar. He who gives “to
the Lord "’ will give the same whether it is
B or C who asks him, or even if he is

. notasked atall. <2) Our giving must be an
act of worship (1 Chr.16:29). The Old
Testament’ saint regarded his offering as
worship. Whenever he came to worship he’
““brought an offering.” New Testament
saints need to learn that vastly important
lesson, and it will be more easily learned it

we begin early in life.
Will a man rob God?.... Ye have robbed me

M/

even this whole nation, ch. 3:8,9. 1f I owe
a man $100 and refuse to pay him, I rob
him, as truly as if I were to hold him up on -
the highway and take $100 from him. The
man who refuseg to pay God what is due to
Him robs God. Yet very respectable church .
members, who regard the robber of a fellow-
man as unfit for decent society, are them-
sclves robbing God, and that without being
sensible of their guilt. But God makes no
mijstakes in estimating the moral quality of
mzt?ons, and in His unerring judgment the
man who withholds fromm Him any portion
of His just clgim is guilty of robbery.

The question 9rises, how much of what
God has given us does He claim for Himnself?
All agree that both the Old Testament and
the New Testament teach that every man is
under obligation to give as much agsheisable
or ‘“‘according as God hath prospered him.”
(Compase Deut. 16: 17 and 1 Cor. 16 : 2.)
Less than this is neither seemly nor honest.
In the Old Testament, as if to help the peo-
ple to estimate the proportion to be given,
God fixed the minimum, viz., the tithe or
tenth. (See Lev. 27: 30, 32.) In addition
to this general tithe, however, sacrificesand
free-will and other offerings were provided
for. The truly pious Jew would feel bound
to give probably one-fifth in all.

Bring ye all the tithes....saith the Lord of
hosts, v. 10. God blesses thosg who honor
Him with their substance. (Prov. 3: 9, 10;
11: 24, 25; 2Cor. 9: 6.) The increase is
not always in kind, buPafter some sort it is
sure. (See Luke IS«e 20\ 30.)

12

YOR FURTHER PREPARATION

Points

It grieves the gracious God to be wrong-
ed by His own, v. 6.

It is & man’s nature, not the office he holde,
that is his true measure, v. 8.

Sin sears the conacience, so that, like these
priests, we may be dreadful offenders and

yet feel no qualm, v. 7.

~

Verse 8 is like coppers upon the plate
when it should be silver, or silver when it
should be bank bills.

It is'well for men that God is a gracious
God, v. 9.

There i8 no respect of «persons with God,
v. 9. N

To be on God’s side is to be on the win-
ning side, v. 11. v
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Stinginess in God s cause is robbery of &
vile sort, ch. 3 : 8.

‘“No covetons man, who is an idolater,
hath any inheritance in the kingdom of
Christ and of God’* (Eph. 5 : b), ch. 3 : .
‘We should not merely give out of our
enty, But give that we may have plenty,
10. '

Those who do fairly by God, God will do
fairly by, vs. 11, 12,

pl

V.

Pithy Paragraphs

The giving of money is sometimes made
the subject of foolish joking. The solemnity

of God's arraignment of those who hold back

’their offerings is increased by eight-fold re-

petition, within these eleven short verses, of
the august title ‘‘ The Lord of Hoets.”” It is
the God of battles who contends for the hon-
or due unto His name.

Our Church has to-day 1. unique opportun-
ity to put the Church’'s Lord and Master ‘to
the test. He invites the test. He says of
the Century Fund, ‘‘Prove Me now here-
with.” Failure to raise the proposed million
dollars would be ludicrous. ‘“This {Church]
began to build and was unable to finish”’
(Luke 10: 30), men would say. And the
reproach would be just ; for the sum is
realiy trifling when everyone answers for his

proper share. PR
-/

. e ’ ’
TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS /vl/ﬁ

There are several w‘ays in which the duty
of giving may be enfoiced, as, for example,
(1) By explaining the law of the tithe and
how far it holds under the New Testament
dispensation ; (2) By shewing that God's
goodness requires such a return; (3) That the
responsibility for extending Christ’s king-
dom has been laid upon us, hence we must
give freely.; (4) That cheerful and generous
giving brings evident. blessing from God to
the giver.

But it is always best to seek to bring out
the truth as God Himself sets it forth in the
passage in hand. And 8o, leaving genera]
consideratio1s to one side, we take this par-
ticular instance.

1t is a case of sharp yet gracious dealing with
robbers of God with a view to bringing them
to & better mind.

Firgt, it is THE PRIESTS, 6-10.

Nore 1. The touching appeal of v. 6 ; the
Father and the Master tenderly claiming His
due. ~

2. The searching exposure of their sin in
the latter part of v. 6 and ve. 7, 8. God'y
reasoning with them is quite easy to follow,
and the shame and meanness of their con:
duct, evident. The distressing feature (and
here the teacher should press the truth ur-]

-

v

with gin as to be unaware of their real con-
dition.

8. The play of emotions in vs. 9, 10, 11.
They must earnestly seek God’s pardon for
their sin; yes, and in trae humility, for God
has no special favor for them because they
are His priests—a ginning priest is just a sin-
ning man. ThenGod’s impatience breaks out;
rather the temple doors .ghut, than such
worship as theirs (v. 10, Rev. Ver.). He wil
look for true worship to the Gentiles ; and
not to His own people (v. 11.)

Impress on the scholars how jealous God
is of the whole heart’s love and service of
His people. (Compare Matt. 6: 33; 10:
37, 38.)

Secordly, it i8 THE PROPLE, ch. 3: 8-12,

1. Accused of robhing God in withhold-
ing the tithes and offerings, v. 8.

2. Acgirsed of God as the just punishment
of theistrime, v. 9.
" 8. The way of restoration and enrichment
made known, vs. 10-12. The details here
ar® interesting, the tithes, the offerings, the
test proposed (‘' Bring the whole tithe, and
I will bless beyond measure’’), fruitful flelds
and vines, and a progperous laund, the envy
band bleesing of all nations.

Then comes the Golden Text:

geatly) is that they had become so saturated
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6-8. Who had been dishonoring God ?-
‘What sort of racrifices had they offered ?

9-11. What did the prophet advise?
Whose fault that God was not gracious?
What charge Weought against them (v. 10)?
Why would God not accept their offerings ?
What service will God accept?  What pro-
phecy in regard to the Gentiles?

Ch. 3:8. What question asked? How
had it been done? What was the tithe? By
whom claimed? (Lev. 27 : 30.)

9-11. How were they punished? Why ?
How had the Iand suffered? Where were
they to take the tithe ? \What promise given”

How great is God’s mercy ? What blessings |

follow obedience ?

12. Whenc’does happiness come? (Phil.
4:6,7; John13:17.) What gift does Giod
expect from us? Have we offgred i ?

W/W

6-8. How can me best hotor God?

PRy

dag ? Perhaps they said ‘‘Come to church!

In

what ways may we be guilty of the eame sin
as the people ?

9-11* How is God's name to be regarded?
(Deut. 5 :11; Px. 111:9; 1 Tim. 6 : 1.) How
should hberaht v be exemsod ? (Matt. 6 :3;
1Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:7.) What blessings
connected with it? (Ps. 41 : 1; Acts 20: 85.)

Ch. 3:8. What kind of giving does the
Bible command? (2 Cor. 9:7.) Where in
the Bible are the following nine reasons for
liberality found ?  (a) The necd of the poor.
(h) The heart to give. () Example to others.
(d) Influence. (¢} Teanporal rewards. (f)
Spiritual rewards. (g) Glorifies God. (h)
Affection of those aided. (/) Gratitude to”
GGod. Name three characteristics of true
giving. (1 Cor. 16 :1; 3 Cor.9:5; 2 Cor.
9:6,7.)

Topics for Brief Papers
{ To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)

1. How muchshould we give to the Lord’s
cause ?

2. The windows of heaven.

3. The Lord of Hosts.

LITTLE ONES

Vhat dld t.h: ilsE &y to- | ing ? Aecall ways of keeping holy theé day.

v
The Lesson—TENTH GIVING.
Explain God’s commands.

‘THE LORD

LOVETH
A

—

FREELY GIVE

CHEERFUL

GIVER

If people owned ten sheep
. (ten fingers) one had to be

given as an offering to God.
. If they had ten grape vines
(ten strokes), they were {
give the fruit of one ving'to -
the Lord, If they had
dollars or ten coppers,
of them belonged to God
they were t0 give it to the
temple (church), so that their
ministers (priests) would not
have to work at anything
else to carn money to buy

Come! Come!’ (All repeat.) How many

of the little ones were in the pew this morn-!

food, but could spend all
their timein teaching the _people how to
serve the Lord. -

~—
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‘Is not God rickk? Yes. “ The cattle upon
a thousand hills are mine” (Ps. 50 : 10).
‘“The earth is the Lord’s’’ (Ps. 24:1). He
does not need our feeble help, but gives us

 the privilege of helping in His work.

Disobedience, meanness, selfishn/.  They
gave God only what they did not want them-
sclves—poor, sickly sheep, lame cows, small
withered fruits; and kept all their money to
buy nice things for thomselves.

The punishment. Picture what happened
when God’s favor was withdrawn-—parched
ground, dead trees, withered vines.

Promised blessings. Malachi- (“‘ God’s Mes-
senger ) told the people that as soon as they
obeyed God and took good gifts to the
temple God would ‘“open the windows of
heaven "’ and pour out blessings upon them,
sending refreshing showers to revive and
beautify the earth. The crops would be so
great their barns would not be big enough
to hold all the good things; and God would
keep away everything that. would hurt or

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

destroy, and all nations should call them a
happy.people. -

Practical Thoughip—* Freely ye have rey’
ceived, freely give.”” Be cheerful givers,
God wants our hearts and lives.

“Miss B.,” said Willie, coming into Sab-
bath school, his face so bright and happy,
““ here’s something for God. I ecarned it my-
self.”  His teacher took the little parcelend
began to unroll fold aiter fold of paper, till at
last, in the midst of a little nest of cottun
batting, she found a beautiful bright copper,
shining like gold. “‘Wherever did you get
such a bright copper, Willie?”" said Miss B. __
 Oh, it, was not bright when I got it. It was
too dirty to give to God, so I shined it up
and I thoiight maybe God would take it for
gold.” .

We shogld give our best ; something that
costs us work and scli-sacrifice, and God will
indeed “take it for gold.” .

‘“ Beneflt >’ ‘block—.An opportunity to give.
—Hymn 428, Book of Praise.

. | s

/

IVE and
- OD will
IVE

) 'Giving, not becaude we have it or feel like it, but because all we have belongs {0 God

.

and we shouldgive Him His own cheerfully, is the chiei lesson of this passage. A large
G may be printed on the board beforehand. It will set the scholars wondering. (The
clement of surprise is a help to attention.) Open the Review with a series of running
questions to bring out the substance of the lesson. See that the scholars have caught the
puint as to how and why God was reasoning with the offending priests and people. They
will be quite ready for two closing questions: (1) What is our duty to God in regard to
what He has bestowed on us? (2) What will God do when weggive willingly ? The two
answers fill out the simple scheme of review, which anay be written out as they are given.
Close with Hywm 427, Book of Praise, or some hymn of like tone. .
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: Malachi 3 - 134 : 6. Commit to memory vs. 1618, Compare Mal. 3 : 16, alpo Matt. 11 : 7-15

18 Your words have been stout against me. saith
the LorDb. Yet ye say, ! What have we spoken so
much against thee 7

14 Ye have said, It 12 vain to cerce God : and what
profit is ¢ that we have kept his 2ordinance, and that
'we “h’nve walked 3 wournfully before the LogD of
108 :

15 And now we call the proud happy ; yea, they
that work wickedness are ¢ set up; yea, they that
twmpt God are even delivered. .

16 8 Then they that feared the YLoRD ¢ spake often
one-to another : and the LorD hearkened, and heard
1it, and a book of remembrance was written before
him for them that feared the Lorp, and that thought
upon his name.

17 And they shall be mine. saith the Lorp of hosts,
in that day 8 when I make up my jewels: and [ wil
spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serv-
¢th him.

18 Then shall ye return, and discern betwecn the
righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth

God and him that serveth him not.

Ch. 4:1 For, pehold, the day cometh, # that shall
burn as an oven ; and all the proud,!e yea andall that
do wickedly, shall be stubble : and the day that com-
eth shall burn them up, salsh the Lorn of hosts, that
it shall leave them neither root nor branch,

2 But unto you that fear my name shall the 8un of
righteousness arise with healing in his wings ; and ye
shall go forth, and 11 grow up as calves of the stall.

3 And ye shall tread dewn the‘wicked ; for they
»hall be ashes undegthe soles of your feetin the day
11 that I shall do ¢ saith the LorD of hosts.

4 Remember ye the law of Mo'ses m{semm‘which
I commanded unto him in Ho'reb for Is'rael, 13
with the statutes and judgments.

5 Behold, I will send you Eli'jah the Fmphet e be.
foresthe coming of the great and dreadful day of the

Lorp:
6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the
children, and the heart of the children to thew

fathers, lest 1 come and smite the earth with & curse,

Revised Version.—! Wherein; 2Charge : # Margin, in mournful apparel ; ¢ Built up; & They tempt God,
and are delivered . ¢ Spake one with another; T Omiz it: ¢ Day that I do imake, even & peculiar treagure ; ¢ [t

burneth as & furnace ; '® And all that work wickedness . 1 3iambol as:

14 Before the great and terrible day of the Lord coume

GOLDEN TEXT bye o ]
** Whatsoever a man soweth.that |
shall he also reap.” Gal. 6;7. i Probably B
. lesson.

DA.ILY. READINGS

M.—Mal 3:13 o 4:6. Fruns of ' PLACE
right and wrong domnge i
T.—Psalm 78 :1-20. The mystery

explained.
Ww.Job z? 11227, Folly of reject-  cATECHISM
i

ing God.
Th.—2 Tim. 2:1826. God knows
His own. h
F.—Eccles, 8 : 1-13. Certainty of
judgment.
B.—Deut. 4: 513. Remember!
8.—6&!5 6 1-10.~Sowingand reap-
ng. :

7 um

Jerusalem und

7]

7

Review gquestions 79-x1.
~ LESBSON HYMNS L

Book of Pralse—6 (Pso, 136, 5ul1*
14b, 18, 7

Mg oo o

13 That 1do make: 13 Even statutes;

LESSON PLAN

I. Robellion, 18-185.
Deliberate, scornful, determined.
II. Remembrance, 16-18.

On ;00’8 part, of those who were
faithful,

ITI. Retribution, Ch. 4 ;1
Upon the wickeld

IV, Reward, 8. 3

To Hisown.

V. Reminder, 4-6.

To look backward to Mows and
forward to the day of the Lori.

as last

155-427,

its vieinity.

' o

Tvu the pious Jews of Malachi's time God's providence seemed to be unjust, since the
wicked prospered and were built up; whilst the righteous suffered from want and distress.

To His people, in this condition of doubt, God makes answer through His proghet.

§ Rebellion, 1315,

V. 13-15.  Your words hare been stowt.
*“ Your words are hard upon me "’ (Prof. G.
Adam Smith), bold, presumptnous, impudent;
their words of unbelief and murmuring.
(Compare verses 14-16). Yt wyragy, What
hare we spoken? They not only speak impu-
dently against God but challenge Him to
show that they have done so.

V. 14, Ye have said, Jiis vain 16 serve God ;

EXPOSITION

.

; the language of unbelief, implying that God

!dealt unjustly with the faithful, receiving

I their services but not rewarding them. (Ch.
'2:17; Ps. 73: 13; Job 21: 14, 15.) That ye
| have kept his ordinahce ; been faithful to ob-
serve all His laws. Walked mournfully ; lit-
erally,“‘In filthy funeral garb,”’ in garments
of penitence and in token of fasting, asthoa
who seek to deny thernselves for God. (Com-

paresLuke 18 : 12.)
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V. 15. We call the proud happy, ‘‘congratu-
late the arrogant” (Prof. G. yddam Smith) ;
because they seem to prosper even in their
ging. Are set up, Rev. Ver. * Built up.” The
sign of prosperity and blessing among the
saint#of the Old Testament was the estab-
lishment of homes and increase in family
and flocks. Yea, they tempt God and are de
livered (Rev. Ver.). They try the truthful"
ness, justice, righteousness and mercy of
God by continually violating His law.‘‘And
ercape,”’ showing surely that God is un-
just. So think we in our blindness.

II. Remembrance, 16-18.

V. 18. Then; when they heard ‘‘the hard
speeches whlch ungodl) men spake against
Him” (Jude 15). They that-fared the Lord ;
who cbserved the ordinances and kept the
commandments of Ged.  Spake often one to
another ; about their trials, and the perplexi-
ties of God’s dealings.  Under the Persian
Government the names of ‘‘ Royval Benefac.

(X}

tors "’ were enrolled in a special book for
special rewards.  Such a book God keepe
{Rev. 20 : 12).

V.17. In that day; the day of judgment
fch. 4: 3). Make up my jewels,; peculiar
possessions or treasure. (Ex. 19 : 5.)

V. 18. Then shall ye return and discern. ““Ye
shall again discern.”” The doubting pious
would, in the day of judgment, return from
unbelief to faith in the justice of God, and
be able to see the difference between a good
and bad life "in ite nature and results.

ITI. Retribution, ch. 4: 1.

V. 1. There is no break here, although a
new chapter begins.  The day cometh ; the
day of the Lord, a day of judgment and de-
liverance. That shall burn. -Rev. Ver., “ It
burneth as a furnace "’ ; is hurning now, and
will burn then.  Shall be stubble. As stubble
to a heated furnace, so shall they be to the
consuming judgment of God.  Nether root
nor branch ; so complete the destruction of
the ungodly by the judgment of God upon
them (Amos. 2: 9; Matt 3: 10. 12).

«~IV. Reward, 2, 8.
V. 2. Unto you that feag ; in contrast wnlr
'he proud who forgot and denied God. Shalt
'he Son of righteousness arize. After the night
of distresa and doubt God’s righteousness
shall be manifested elear as the day ; a pro-
mise only completely _fulfilled in Jesus
Christ. (Lukel:78,79.) With healing in
his wings. (Compare Ps, 139 : 9.) The Ori-
entals thought the dews distilled from the
beams of the rising sun, and had heslmg'
propetics. So the dew of God’s grace, dis-
tilling from the coming Messiah, would heal
the woes of the righteous. And grow up;
‘gambol as’" (Rev. Ver.) calves loosed from
their stalls going forth to pasture. It signi-
fies showing energy and exuberant life.
VW3. And ye shall tread down. In the day
of judgment the righteous whall overcome
every foe.  For they shall be asher; 80 con-
sumed shall they be and humiliated by the
devouring judgment of God.

V. Reminder, 4-6.

V. 4. Remember ye the law of Moses. This
was & direction in view of the four centuries
that were to elapse before the coming of the
Messiah. God’s law was to be their study,
their solace, their guide. With the statrirs
and judgments; the law of Moses with all its
injunctions.

V.5, Behold I will send....Elijah. Our
Lord claims the fulfilment of this prophecy
in John the Baptist. (Matt. 11: 10, 14; 17:
12, 13.) Befure the coming; so that they
might be prepared for it. The grest and
dreadful day; great because in it God is the
chief actor, and dreadful, because He acts in
judgment,

V. 6. And He shall turn the hearts of the
Jathers. The patriarchs shall once more find
themselves in harmony with their descend~
ants, when these turn from gin and seek
God. The heart of the chidren to their fathers ;
80 that they shall scek to imitate their ex-
ample and walk in their wavs. Lea I come.

Only through such a revival of vital godli-
nese would the great judgment upon them
be averted. A final effort to bring the na-
tion hack to God.
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Your words have been stout against m(, v. 13.
The worst abuse of the divine gift of speech
is to turn it against the Giver in words of
rebellion, unbelief or blasphemy.  Such
words reveal an impious heart. They deserve
special condemmnation when they come from
those who, like the people Malachi was ad-
dressing, enjoy great favors and blessings
from the hand of the Lord. Men may think
that their ““ hard gpeeches” against God
will pass unnoticed by Him, but “ every idle
word that man shall speak, they shall give
account thereof in the day of judgment”
(Matt. 12: &h)

I 18 vain to serre God, v. 14. They are un-
expectedly confronted with their own words,
They were  diligent  * tewple-treaders. ™
They had practiced the art of sanctinion-
ousness with great pains.  But “all in
vain,” gay thev. They spoke and acted as
il religion were of the nature of & tmﬂ‘:cl\inw
with God. If they offered sacrifices or’kept
fasts or attended services, they expected 1o
be well paid for their trouble in temporal
prosperity and worldly honor.  Such relig-
ion, whether in ancient or modegn times, is
spurious and abominable in the sight of God.
We mugt love and obey God for His own

" sake, not for what we expect to gain of
worldly good by doing eo.

We call the proud happy, ~. 15.  1f man's
cliief good is the attainment of worldly ease,
success, or pleasure, then the proud, the
“workers of iniquity,” ‘the tempters of
God,” are rometimes to be envied and their
tactios fullowed. Butis the \‘i(‘w-p(‘)int the
proper one ?  Take & lerson from one who
had had all of good that the world could give
and stamped it * vanity.” ¢ Fear God,” he
cries, ‘‘ and -keep His commandments ; for
this is the whole duty of man’* { Ecel. 12: 14.)

Then they that feared the Lord, v. 16. There
was 8 ‘““remnant according to the eléction of
grace” (Rom. 11:5) even in those degen-
erate times.  “They spake Qfien one tp another,
holding sweet communion even in?{ne chul-

& 5

ling atiorphere of formalism and iniguity .

5

by which they were surrounded. And God,
who never misses anything that His people
do, wrote their names and their savings in
His bouk of remembrance, What higher honor
could anyone have reached or what steonger
assurance of reward?

They shall be mine, v. 17. God is the trea-
sure of His saints amidst the many tempta-
tions to set thedr affections on earthly things.
They will be Hia treasure in the great day.
He is preparing them now for that hour,
purging them from dross, cutting and polish-
ing them ro that ‘‘ They shall shine in their
beauty, bright gems for His crown.””  Saved
sonls are the crown-jewels of the King of
kings. ’

Ch. 4:1-3. The theme of these verses is
“the day”’ or ‘‘the day that I do make" (v.
3, Rev. Ver.) That day will be the ¢ day of
the revelation of the rightcous judgment of
God.” (Rom. 2:5.) A cloud now covers
the face of Sod’s throne. At that day the
Sun of righteonsness shall rise in all His
splendor, seattering the mists and darkness.
To the wicked His rising will mean destruc-
tion. The fire of His just wrath will con-
sume them like stubble. Néither root nor
branch shall be left. To those$that fear
God's name, His rising will mean healing
for all thér wounds and wees, emancipation
from all oppression and injustice, the filling
of their hearts and lives with a new and
enduring joy, victory over all their enemies.

Remember the law of Moser My aervant, v. 4.
Forgetfulness of this Jaw was the source of
all the departures of the Jewish people from
the living God. God had given them a
guide for faith and conduct. If they had fol-
lowed it faithfully, it would have led them in-
toTuller light. Weof to-day have not only the
law of Mosecs, but the words of grace and
tryth that came by Jesus Christ.  Let us re-
member the words of the Lord Jesus, and
walk by them  untitthe day dawn and the
alidows flee away.”

[December 37 ™
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FOR FURTHER PREPARATION

Points

Men are like fretful, foolish children when

v. 4
‘call” the wicked
-ever really so? v. 15,
How patient God is”even with these who
despise Himgt v. 15,
A blessed brotherhood and sweet fellow-

Are they

ship, v. 16.
Tlm ears of the Lord are qmck and ever
open, V. 16.

He never forgets.  Even the ““cup of cold
water "’
in His bouk at the judgment day, v. 16,

Three very preciousgwonds that God uses
for His people, ¢ Mine,” ‘Jewels,”” ¢ Sons,”’
v. 17.

Wait a while and we shall see that it is
the righteous men and not the evil that
‘“ have a good time,” v.18. (Sce Pgsalm
73:18.) h

We are to be moved by God’s threats as
well as drawn by His promises, ch. 4: 1.

Isn't it good to be on the Lord’s side ?
Here are four promises for such—light, heal-
ing, overflowing life, triumph, v. 3.

God’s law never grows ¢id and we can
never afford to forget it, v. 4.

God always warns before He strikes, v. 5. '

The Lesson Title and the Golden Text
should he kept in gight throughout the les-
son.

1. A group of rebels, va. 13-15; their words
‘ gtout against ’’ the Lord, unbelieving and
complaining but so habituated to wrong-
doing a8 to be unconscious of it. ‘‘Whathave
we spoken 80 much against thee?’’ they
cry. Va 14, 15, contain the answer.  Itisa
complaint old as time and yet very modern:

given now will be found recorded!

Pithy Paragraphs

Diogenes, the cynic, seeing Harpalus, a
vicious fellow, gtill thriving in the world, he
was bold to say that wicked Harpalus's liv-
ingsong in prosperify was an argument that
God had cast off H§ care of the world, that
he cared not which end went forward. But
he was a heathen.— Donne.,

*Thore who go about to mock God 50 but
deceive themselves, Hypocrisy in religion
is the greatest folly as well as wickedness,
since the God we have to do with can easily
see through all our disguises, and will eer-
tainly deal with us hereafter, not according
to our professions, but oar pmctxces " —Mu-
thew Henry.

What a name was that,on which they thus
thought,may be gathered from a study of the
titles associated therewith in the mind of the
Hebrew :  Jehorah—Jireh, The Lord will pro-
vide ;  Jehnvah—Tsidkenu, The Lord our
righteousness ; Jehovah—Shalom, The Lord
send peace ; Jehorah—Nissi, The Lord owr
banner ;  Jehorah—Shanmomah, The Lord is
there.—Rer. . Camphell Morgan,

Kings have treasures upon which they set

{special value ; God has His also, upon which

He sets special value, human character re-
sponsive to the Divine will, fearing Himand
thinking upon His name; and of the men
and women of such character He declates
““They shall be Mine.”” —Rev. G. Campbell
Morgan., :

those who neglect God prbsper ; those who
are faithful to God suffer. They accuse (od
of being ungrateful. They have served Him
and have made nothing by it; an attitude
supremnely ridiculous, if it were not so tragic.

1. 4 group of the fathful, v. 16-18. A
touching picture. (Compare Acts 2 : 41-47.)

Does God forget? No. Letthe acholars
exercise their imagination. God hearkens,
hears, Wwrites, promises. Mark the words
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¥ Mine,”” ““Lord of Hoets,”” ¢‘Jewels,’”” |day? What is stubble? Whom does it re-
“Spare.”” Show how at the judgment day, | present ? .

if not before, God’s just ways with men will 24. By what name is the Redeemer

be made plain, v. 18. Make use of Matt.
25, 31-46 to further illustrate.

I1I. We come now to additional details of
. God’s way of dealing with rebellious and

“with the faithful. We have :

(a) A threat,.ch. 4: 1, Unfold the symbol,
an oven, burning stubble, a tree devoured
root and branch by the flames.

(8) A threefold promise, vs. 23. From the
great Sun of righteousnesss abounding joy, ad
“‘ calves of the stall " let out into the field,
and triumph, as of a conquering army.

(¢) A reminder, v. 4, both to unbelievers
and to the faithful that the way of life lies in
the keeping of the law. ‘‘Without holiness
no man shall see the Lord.” Alas, whocan
be holy? The prophet hastens:

{d) To open a door of hope v8. 45. A great
prophet will come to save men from judgment
by winning them back to God; for God's
Purposes are purposes of blessing.

Wl

13-15. What complaint were theageople
making ? (v. 14) What mistake had they
made? (v. 15.)

Study Questions

Juniors

Why? Where were their names recorded ?
How doee God reward His faithful servants ?
What care does God give His own ?

Ch. 4: 1. How are the wicked destroy-
ed? (Ps. 11:6.). Give a noted example.

{(Gen. 19_: 24. Compare Ezek. 38 : 22.) What

people in church about the poor heathen who
do not know about Jesus—and asking for
money to send missionaries to tell them the
glad news. When the collection plate came to
Mary Long’s seat, she asked the gentleman
to put it on the seat—and up she jumped
and stood on the plate saying, ‘T have no
money to give, but I give myself, and when
I get big I'll go and tell the heathen children
about Jesus.”” What a very funny thing to

spoken of ? What power does He put
t&rﬂ‘;? What were God’s people to remeim-
r

5. Who wasto besent? For what purpose ?
By what name known in the New Testament?
(Matt. 11 : 14; Mark 9: 11.) What did He

reach? (Mark 1: 3, 4.) With what result ?

What is the last word in the Old Testament.?
What was Christ's first word on the mount ?

(Mattd :
A Seniors

3-15. How does God distinguish the true
worshipper ? Why is prosperity not always a
proof of God's blessing ?

16-18. Give three tests mentioned of true
believers. How does God k of Hisown ?
(Titus 2: 14; 1 Pet. 2: 9.) Before whom will
He own them? When wil] the separation
take place ? :

Ch. 14: 1. To what event does the
prophecy refer? What is the result of
obeying the warnings? Of neglecting
them ?

2-5. What promise heregiven ? For whom?
In what ways is Christ truly the Sun of
righteousness? Which shall finally triumph,
the righteous or the wicked? 0 was the
messenger to be sent ? How did he prepare
the way for Christ?

6. Who meant by * the fathers 7"’ By ‘‘ the
children ?”” With what threatened curse does
the Old Testament end? With what blessing

the New ? (Rev. 22: 21.)
16-18. Who spake often one to another ?“W:?ﬁp c:‘!;n- Brief Papers

(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)
1. The book of remembragoce.

2. “My Jewels.”
8. The Sun of righteousness.

do! Was shle wrong? (Review the last
lesson.) )

The Lesson—After God sent the bleesings
the people said, * It is because we gave good
gifta for the Temple, we'll give more and
perhaps we'll get richer and richer.””  God
was angry at them for giving from thatpgelf-
ish motive, and stopped helping them.
They began to gramble (verses 14 and 15,
explajn).

¢ Book of Remembramoce—A few still
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loved and served God (verse 16). Malachi l always looking at these names and then look-

tells us that God kept the names written in
8 book. He told Malachi to tell the people
the beautiful message (verse 17;

ing down on the earth to see how each oneis
gestiflg along and He never forgets to take

ch. 4: 2, 3). (Speak of how
beautiful jewels. are and how
carefully they are treasured.)

God's justice—A terribletmes-
sige was sent to those who
would not love and obey God
(ch. 4:1).

Draw a tree of * Right
Doings.”” On the fruit write
some of the rewards. On the
tree of ‘ Wrong Doings’’ write
some of the punishments.

Practical Thoughts — Jennie
Cooper’s mother heard her talk-

WRONG-DOING

RIGHT-DOING
P

ing to her little play-mate,
Susie Wilsun—they were lying on the grass
under a big tree near the house.
‘“ Do you know, Susie,”’ Jennie was say-
»ing, “God has a beautiful ' big book up in
hieaven and the pages are all pure white and
if we love God and take Jesus for our friend
He will write our names in His Book. There
isa page for everybody, but suine people
don’t want their names put init. God is

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

care of everybody whose name is in that
book.”

Seeds— Fruits—Golden Text. Talk of sow-
ing and reaping. Name some good seed we
may all sow in our hearts’ gardens and some
weeds that have to be kept out.

“Let us scatter seeds of kindness.”

‘“ Benefit’’ Block—* Promiscs of God.””—
Hymn 591, Book of Praise.

Sowing

'Reaping

Y,
LA
‘ T

TO HIS FLESH
TO THE SPIRIT

CORRUPTION
LIFE EVERLASTING

Gal. 6: 8, the verse following the Golden Text gives the key to the blackboard exer
cise. The lesson of to-day gives the illustration. Begin by writing the large R and 8;
then the words SOWING and REAPING. Then fill in, explaining and enforcing as the
words are set down. Note carefully.*to his Flesh * i oontrast ‘‘ to the Spirit.”
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Luxsson XIII. OHXEIST'S COMING FORETOLD December 24, 1899
Isaiah 9:2-7. Commit to memory vs. 6, 7. Read Isa. 11:1-10

2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a ; with burning and fuel of fire.
great light : they that 1 dwell in the land of the| 6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is gived :
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and

8 Tbogmh;g; mt:et’l'%légd h(:zﬁ'e ?;tion, 3 %u(d ntov.‘ll:n- hl‘s r;\n.mg (:dhalll‘l}‘e called Wonderful, Coggsel}’f:. s Tm;
creased : ee according to the [ might verlasting Fath: e Prince o

el.n Ih;rmt, and, a8 men rejoice when the)gdlvlde Pegce.y » The ever e *

. 7 Of the increase of Rhis goveynment and peace

4 For3 thou hast broken the voke of his burden, | there shall de no end, upon the throne of Da‘'vid, and
and the tﬂ of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, | upon his kingdom, to s order it and to 7establish it
as in the day of Mid'ian. with judgment and with ygﬁee from henceforth

5 ¢ For every battle of the warrlor {s with confused | even for ever. The seal e LOBRD of hosts will
noise, and garments rolled inblood ; but this shall be ) perform this.

Revised Version.—! Dwelt; 1 Thou hast incressed thelr j(:{: 3 Trangfer thou hastgbroken to follmw
oppressor ; ¢ For all the armour of the armed man in the tumult, and the garments rolled in blood, shall even
be for burning, for fuel of fire ; & Omit the ; ¢ Establish ; 7 Uphold ; 8 Righteousniess,

GOLDEN TEXT TIME LESSON PLAX
*Unto youis born thisday, in th Probably written during the
dty otm’e?d. a_Saviour Which 18 reign of A{:u in Judah during the I. Darkness, 3.
Christ the Lard.” Luke $ : 11. :iro IEphrllgu‘t‘hh w%re‘ 'Ef&t;&%‘: Sinning and suffering.
DAILY READINGS mo:’ toer, & “Peloul II. Dawn, 9-5.
M"‘I”‘,‘,?‘.}u]lg: Christ’s coming th“ It wag delivered g\ geri:hnlettyr’\ The Lord coming to the rescue.
T.—Isa. 11:1-10; Prince of Peace, | the prophet’s home, to Judah, the P—
WJer. 28114, The Lon our prophet » feople-"— Prof. George Bunrise. 8.
'rh.—mr.iﬁ’: 1, Good Hdings. uuom“ u. e ** 8un of Righteoustiess ™ ap-
F.oPalm 78 : 117. A bleswd - g
3 Review questions 41-62, IV. Day, 7
S.—Acta8:18-9. A Prophet. LRESSON HYMN y °
8.—1 P‘etu 1:1-13, Testitied be- s His rule of righteousness and
orehand - peace.

" Bookof l?l , 53, 29, 520, 28,

TV, A e e

A lesson on the coming of Christ is timely for the season. Itis a fit ending, also, to
the l¢ssons of the past two quarters. The world, Jews-and Gentiles alike, needed such a
deliverer. The pious longed for Him. The prophets foretold His appearing. This
prophecy was made three hundred years before Malachi’s time, or more than seven hun-
dred years before Jesus was born in Bethlehemn. It was a dark sorrowful day. The
wicked Ahaz was king of Judah. e religion was almost d [he kingdom had been
despoiled, first by the armies of Syria and Tsrael, and then by the Assyrian hosts who had
been called in to help Judsh against its other foes. The Philistines and Edomites also
poured into the now desolated land to consume what was left. Darker days could scarcely
have been. But Isaiah saw light and spoke words of cheer puch as our lesson contains.
(For the bhistory of Isaiah’s time, see 2 Kingg, cha. 16-21, and 2 Chron., chs. 26-33.)

EXPOSITION

1. Darkness, 8. a deacription too, of the Church in the time
2. The people that walked in darkness; the | of defection and gloom, and of the world at
inhabitants of Zebulun and Naphtali, who any time. (Isa. 59: 9; John 8: 12.)
suffered most from \the scourge of the As- . :
syrian army (v. ]aad ch. 8: 21, 22). There II. Dawn, 2-5.
was the darknese of oppression and irrelig-| Have seen a great light.  Ro clear to the
ion. This is a not inapt description of Galilee | prophet’s mind are the coming events that
at the coming of Christ (Matt. @: 15,18.) ; | Ne speaks of them as already aoccomplished.

_A
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What the ¢‘light ”’ is we shall presently see. | swept away. “ War has rolletaway forever

The land of the shadow of death ; a strong fig-
ure for the desolation that war and irreligion
have wrought. It is next to death it-
self. (Job10: 21, 22.)

V. 8. Thou hast multiplied the mation, The
nation, revived and walking inj the light
would grow, so closely is even growth in
numbers and in material prosperity bound
up with right ‘relations to God. Thou hast
increased the joy (Rev. Ver.). The figure is
the mirth of dance and merry song (35: 6).
Beforethee. It was a sacred mirth, an offer-
ing of praise to God from whom the bless-
ings had come. The joy in harvest. The
harvest home in Palestine, as in all lands,
was a time of great gladness. The coming
of the Messiah would bring a great harvest

- home. As men rejotee. . spoil. After the

perils of battle the ancients made t re-
joicing over the dividing of the spoil. (Judges
5: 30.) Such joy would their coming king
bring them. (Isa. 53: 12.)

V. 4. The yoke of his burden. The ‘‘ yoke '

wag an instrument put upon the neck and
shoulders by which burdens were carried or
drawn. The deliverer would break off from
the neck of Judah the yoke of Assyria, and
set her free from the burden of oppression.
So Christ breaks from our necks the yoke of
sin, Th& Saff of his shimdder, ch. 10: 5,
gives the interpretation. The ‘‘staff’’ was
a rod used on the backs of beasts and slaves
by cruel masters. Therod of his oppressor,

the driver's rod : a sharp goad to urge on|

beasts of burden. (Acts9:58.) As in the
day of Midian. Compare Judges 7: 22;
Ps. 83: 9. As God delivered Israel from
Midian by the hand of Gideon, so would He
deliver His people by the hand of the com-
ing king. (See Judges 7: 19-22.)

V.5 The Revised Version disentangles
this puszling verse (see above). Allthe ar-
mour of the armed man in the tumult ; ie., all
the signs and instruments of war. Confused
noise and garments rolled in blood; an apt de-
scription of the horrors of battle. Shall even
be for burning and fuel of fire; 8 highly pic-
turesque way of saying that war shall be

over tligt northern horizon [from which
their enemies ceme] and all the relics of
war in the land are awept together into the
fire.”? -(Prof. G. Adain Smith.) A prophecy,
100, of the final ending of all war and discord
through the kingdom of Christ in the earth
(Tsa. 2:4). A time which is long a coming,
but which is assuredly on the way.

III. Sunrise, 6. ’

For unto us a child is born. The blessed
change shall come to pass by the marvellous
child whose birth Isaiah had already inti-
mated (ch. 7:4). ‘“Could Ahaz poesibly
understand by Immanuel any other child
than the Prince whose coming was the in-
alienable hope of his house?” (Prof. G.
Adam Smith). A son. Compare John3: 16.
Upon his bhoulder. Compare Isa. 22: 22.
The rule oﬁt‘}:e kingdom shall be put upon
the shoulders of this little child mighty to
bear rule. (See Matt. 28: 18.) A4nd his
name; corresponding to his character and
mission, Wonderful, or Wonderfi# Counsellor ;
because pre-eminently endowed with wisdom
for that counsel which is peculiarly the
fungtion of a king. (28: 29.) Mighty God ;
clothed, as He shall be, with God’s nature
and power. Everlasting Father; because of
His infinite fatherly tenderness and care.
Prince of peace; because Ie alone can bring
peace to a world of strife. (Luke 2: 14.)

IV, Day, 7.

. V. 7. There shall be no end. His peaceful
rule shall be universal and endless (Luke
1: 33). Upon the throne of David and upon

1 hig kingdom. 1In fulfilment of God's covenant

to make permanent a king upon the threnQ)
of Pavid. (Ps. 132:11) The Christ is
David's true successor. He rules over the -
people and the kingdom of God.  With judg-
ment and justice; right principles of rule
rightly administered. The zeal of the Lord of
Hosts ; a bold figure and strong; the blaz-
ing ardor of omnipotence. Can pessimismn
live in the light of such pledge? How can
believers but be optimistic ?
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The people that walked in the darkness have
acena greal light, v. 2. Note the past te
of a future event. The man of faith standé'ah/
the bank of Time’s strcam, and can look far
up beyond where we are tossing in the cur-
rent with the shadow of death resting on us,
and gee that the tide is already changed, the
sun has broken through the clouds, and the
storm is all but over. There always have
becn and always will be folk who complain
of God that He is slow in fulfilling His pro-
mises. Why doesJle loiter so long? Why
is the world so bad? Why does He permit
Armenian gip6Ciies? Why is the strength
of the liguor traffic so intense? “Why does
commerce with heathen nations grow so fast,
and why i8 tBeir. conversion so slow? Why
is the good man taken away and the evil
man left prospering in his ways? He who
has the spiritwf the prophet replies, *‘ The
“Lord is not slack concerning His promises ag
gsome men count slackness.” The light of
the world is risen ; the victory is certainly
ours. “Temust reign till He hath put all
enemie#t under His feet.” ‘“God isin His
heaven ; all’s right with'the world.”

They joy before Thee aocor:iing to the joy in
harvest, v. 3. In our Northwest mien watch
the skies in harvest when the goiden grain
is hanging its heavy crest, and often through
the night the farmer goes without geep, 8O
anxious is he to know whether or not the
dreaded frost will come. Then, when the
granaries are bursting with the ingathered
harvest, he rejoices with a great joy. '

For thou hast broken the yoke....for fuel of
fire, vs. 3, 4, 5. When Kitchenar's army de-
stroyed the Dervishes who had so long
been the terror of the Soudan, the people of
Khartoum were transported with joy, as
the captives were brought in stripped of their
arms and military equipment, which had so
often literally Tolled in blood with their sav-
age butchery of the natives. The yoke of
their burden, the staff of their shoulder, the
rod of their oppressor was broken. Great is
the joy of the sin-battered men and wearied

Tl

APPLIO.
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romen, even in this life, when deliverance
comes ; but far greater will be their joy on
that day when we shall be forever free
from our great adversary who is here and
now our constant oppressor.

Everlasting Father, or *“‘ F' ather of Etern-
ity.” There will always be a Father in this
universe for us, 'We shall never be orphans,
How many kings are fathers to their people?
Queen Victoria isa mother to her people,
Queen Mary was & tyrant. God is our King,
but also our Father. Heaven is a home with
God there forever. Jesus in His tenderness
and pity and loving care for His own reveal-
ed the Father.

Prince of Peace. We are so accustomed to
peace that we do not realize its blessings,but
the Peace Congress at the Hague was wel-
comed with such delight because Eurcpe
knows the terrors of war. The government
of this Child is -one which He will always
direct with wisdom. He will have all the
power of the mighty God to earry out His
purposes, but His strength will be tempered
for, ever with the love of a Father who can
use it only for goodness, and it shall pre-
vail to bring in everlasting peace.

Upon the throne of David, v. 7. Jesus was
indeed descended from David, but His King-
dom is to be far greater than that ot any
prince of Israel of whom any prophet in his
happiest days ever dreamed. The universe,
not Judah, is His Kingdom, Heaven, not an
earthly Zion, His throne. This Kingdom of
the Child is growing everyday. We are add-
ing to-it in the New Hebrides, in Trinidad,
in Korea, in India, in Formoea, in Honan,
in British Columbin, in the Yukon. Ev ery
missionary and’hinister and true Chrigtian
at home or abroad must proclaim that the
whole world is to be the Kingdom of Jesus
who has the power of the Mighty God, who
loves us and will forever love us as a Father,
who is the Princeof Peace and shall forever
do away with all sin, and hate, and tumult,
and distress, and fepr, and war.
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< FJOR FURTHER PREPARATION

Points

Darkness and danger go hand in hand,
v. 2. (Compare Prov, 4:19.)

Wherevey God is not, itis dark ; wherever
God is, it is light, v. 2, '

When nations forget God, they come to
grief, v. 2 (1 John 1-: 5). ...

The Light of the world is Jesus, v. 2.

God’s blessing brings joy and victory, v. 8.

Who can deliver as can God, either from
national calamities or from individual bur-
dens? v. 4. (See Psalm 2; also Ps. 145: 14.)

God takes no delight in war. When He
shall reign in all hearts war shall forever
oease, v. 5 (Rev. Ver.). -

Try to reckon up what the ¢ gift >’ of Jesus
Christ has been worth to us and to man-
*kind, v. 6. i

‘““ What a wonderful Savior!” to whom
so.nany and such exalted names are given,
v. 6. '

How wise to make Him ours; -what

_supreme folly to fail to do so!

Christ’s rule shall yet be universal, v. 7.

Because He shall reign everywhere, there
shall yet be universal peace, v. 7.

Christ’s rule is a righteous rule, whether | -

over individuals or nations, v. 7)),
The Lord is always inﬁnibe])(in earnest,

v. 7. .

““ Tt is good to be zealou?aﬁected always

in a good thing’’ (Gal. 4: 18).

Pithy Paragraphs :

. There is a great word for *‘ light” which
- Jesus_reserves for Himself in the Gospels.
John the Baptist is a ‘ Luknos,”” a lamp.
Jesus alone is the “ Phos,” the grest@utral
sun which illumines the world. (John8:
12; 9: 5). Omly once is this word used for

k)

A Cursraas Lasson.—It dates 300 years
before thoee from Malachi, but its note is as
strong and clearas to the coming deliverer—

Christ's followers, viz., in Matt. 5:14: “ Ye
are the light of the world.”” Jesus is speak-
ing there of His disciples as a body, the little

“lamps’’ massed together snd shedding
forth some such ¢ light’’ as He himself
givea,

There have been many just wars, wars

ltruly in the name of Clrist, the Prince of

Peace. And there will be again ; for, until
all wrongs are righted, tlie earth has no right
to peace. ‘‘We love peace,” says Douglas
Jerrold, ‘““as we abhor pusillaninity ; but
not peace at any price. There is a peace
more destructive of the manbhood of living
man than war is destructive of his material
body. Chains are worse than bayonets.”

Christ's errand to earth was of mercy and
grace. Where His feet have trod there has
ever been blessing to suffering, sinning man,
light in the darkness. Richter says ex-
quisitely : ‘‘ The Omnipotent has sown His
Name on the heavens in glittering stars, but
upon earth He planteth His Name by ten-
der flowtrs.”

* Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,\_.
The flying cloud, the frosty light : ‘
The year 18 dying in the night ;
Ring out, wild ﬁelle, and let fnm die,

“Ring out the old, ring in-the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow :
The year is

ing, let him go ;
Ring oug the false, ring in the true.
“Ring out old shapes of foul disease; .
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold ;
Ring out the thousand warb 6f old;,
Ring in the thousand years of peace.

L“ Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger heart, the kindlier hand ;
Ring out the darknees of-the land,
" Ring 1n the Christ that is ta be.”

—JIn Memoriam

»

the Lord from heaven,/the Christ of God.
Perhaps a good introduction would be the

night #cene near Bethlehem, the shepherds
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watching, the light from heaven, the angel’s
nessage, the heavenly choir, the babfein the
. manger. Then back 700 years to Isaiah and
what he foresaw.

Take the Lesson Plan in order.

I. Darxness, 2. Take pains to bring out
_the blackness of the darkness of that time, a
 monster upon the throne, true religion
almost dead, the kingdom eaten up by alien

armies, the people wretched. Mark thed

figures, ¢ walk in darkness,” ‘‘ dwelling in
the 1and of the shadow of death,” and show
how the deecription applies to the time of
Christ’s coming and to the ocondition at all
times .of those who forsake God and are
living without God and without hope in the
world.

II. Dawn, 2-5. A glimmering of light.
Promises of deliverance ; count them one by
one (1).To multiply ; the nation. Increase
in numbers, large households, and thronging
villages and cities, this was the highest am-
bition of the Jews. (2) To increase the
joy (Rev. Ver.); national prosperity. The
figures are vivid, the joy of the harvest
home, and of victorious warriors. (3) To
set them free, the * yoke,” the ‘‘staff,”” the
“rod’’ broken. (See Exposition.) The *‘day
of Midian” givesa fine opportunity to rally
a weary class, Gideon's triumph.  (See Ex-
position). Explain verse b as in the Revised
Version, a highly figurative description of
how war itself should be destroyed.

III. Sonmisg, 6. The promise cf a deliverer
now becomes definite. Heis tobea ¢ child,”
'i.e., of the human race ; 8 ““son,” i.c., of the
'royal seed. (Cornpare ch. 7:14.) He s to bé
“ given.” (John3:16.) The * government’’
is to be “upon His shoulder.” (Matt.
28 :18 ; John 5:17.) Hisname, “Wonderfal’’
(the miracle of the Incarnation), *Coun-
sellor” (in the courtsof Heaven. John8 :38),
“The mighty God” (John 10: 80), ‘“‘The
everlasting Father,” ““The Prince of Peace.”’
(Luke 2: ]4..)

1V. Dav, 7. The prophecy and promise of
tho glories of Christ’s kingdom. Analyse the
verse : increase of dominion ; 8 deeper and

profounder peace asthe ages roll on; the
tlirone of ‘‘ Great David’s greater son’’ or-
dered and established in rightecusness for-
ever. Very marvellous words, fulfilled in
their completeness only in the Christ.

Does the fulfillment seem to come slowly ?
Mark the last words of v. 7 and have faith in
God, who never forgets and_ where strength
fails not.

/:m Questions

‘W Juniors

2,3, Who are referred to? What did
they see? Who eaid, ‘I am the light of
the world””?, What does the light bring
with it? (v. 8.) What was the angel’s més-
sage when the Savior came ? (Luke 2: 16,
11.) What was the song of the heavenly
host ? (Luke 2: 13, 14.)

4, 5. What nation was the ‘‘yoke'’ and
“rod” of Israel? - To what does the ‘‘day
of Midian " refer? What sort of yoke is
Christ’s? (Matt. 11 : 30.) '

8, 7. Whose birth foretold? By how
many titles known? Name them. What
was Christ’s chief work ? What are the two
distinct natures of Christ here brought out?
Who announced the birth of Christ? To
whom? (Luke 2: 11.)

What does Christ want from each scholar ?-
What will He do for all who trust Him ?

mmamm———
7 e leif /.,
.

2, % ﬁs&ves men from the darkness
of gin? (John 8:12;1 Pet.$: 9.) ¥or whom
is the Gospel intended? (Rom. 1: 16 ; Col.
1: 5, 6.) By whatother names is it known ?
(Eph.'3:2:1Pet.4: 17; Rom.1: 9; Eph.
1:13; Phil 2: 16.)

4. Who is the great deliverer from sin ?
How may we obtain deliverance? What
kind of joy is meant? Under whosee rule?
What is said will befall the implements of
war? (Revised Version.) What other
promise of a similar sort does Isaiah make?
(Ch. 2: 4.)

6, 7. By what words is Christ’s human
nhature here brought out? His divine na-
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ture? ‘“How d‘d Christ, being the Son of Topics for Brief Pape%a p:
God, become man?” (Shorter Catechism, (To be assigned the Sabbath previous.) e
Ques. 22.) What blessings cone to nations, « ca Sk
families and individuals who heartily accept 1. *“The day of Midian ™ (Judges 7).
the Gospel? How widely is Christ's Gospel | 2. The zeal of the Lord of Hosts.
vet to be known? What can wedo to make| 3. What the babe of Bethlehemn has done
it known ? for the world, .

-7,6 \e{/"‘// R TEACHERS OF THE LITTLRE ONES .

ection—We have all been making|one of these names. Let five children stand
ganl 1 since lust Sunday. Hereis the shape | before the class, the centre one holding
of our little flower bed. (Draw a heart.)|the star. The first child says, ‘ He shalk.
What kind of seed have we been sowing? be called Wonderful.” (All repeat John
The Lesson—This being so close to Christf 4: 42) The next, ‘“He shall be called
mas Day, greetings will of course

be given. The children will { Py —y

be cager to speak of their W‘—’_—i

gifts and expected pleasures on ANGELS aANG A LOUD SWEET S8 FOR- A HOLY

the morrow. Encourage the| 0 ) A e S— Tt

thought, “It is more blessed +—F—F e -

to giye than to receive.” uﬂ"" ,,:, ,;,( - powN ‘unru Yo Live witu mel
Long ago, before Christ came, f -

the prophet Isaiah lived. He i —<—Trag 11 133 o—a—1
brought many messages from JEsus ouR DEAR SAVioR CAME * ON THE CHRISTMAS MomNiNe

the people, forgetting God, pray-

ing to idols, and doing many M
wicked things. He spegt much 3A \; l O K
time warningthem. They were -
very unhappy, alwaysin fear of death from | Counsellor.””  (Matt. 17 : 5.) The next,
their enemies. They went blindly on in | Mighty God’’ (John 1:3). The next,
the darkness of sin. ‘‘Everlasting Father” (John 14:9). The
next,. ‘' Prince of Peace’ (Matt. 11: 29).
The Messuge—Read the beautiful mes- | On each corner of the star a piece of wax
sage Isainh brought (va. 2, 6.) God prom-|candle is fixed. Light these candles and
ised to send His 8on Jesus to be ‘“the light sing or repeat, *“The Light of the world is
of the world.” He would send the little | Jogns.” (Adapted from ‘‘ Pictured Truth
baby Jesus, and He would grow up to boy- by Mrs. Crafts.) Tell of the fulfilment of
hood and manhood, so that he would know |thig promise, the birth of the baby Jesus at
just how it felt to be a baby and a boy and 8 ! Bethlehem. {Golden Text.)
man, and could feel for us and help us in .

everything.

Practical Thought~-Jesus wants us to give -

. lres to IMim. ‘Tet us do it
Tesus® —W to | 0O best—oursel
esus’ Names—We always give names this Christmas dav.

our baby brothers and sisters. Jesus had . - - .

many names. Isaiahrtells us five of them. .
Cut a large star of rd covered with | ¢ Benefit”’ Block’—\ wanderful Savior.—

gilt on silver paper. On each.point print | Hymn 520, Book of Pruis:.
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lj/\ JHave all the words written on the

“ DARKN ES8,” the world before Christ

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

rd beforehand. Take them historically :

me; “DAWN,” His coming and the light that

shone in His time ; “DAY,”’ the full shining. S8how how the light increased in the days
of the apostles and onward. Or apply the words to personal experience, the Darkness that
reigns in the unregenerate heart, the Day-dawn of the first glimpses of the Redeemer, the

.Day of full knowlcdge of His grace.

DARKNESS

DAWN

- DAY

LESSON XIV.

THE REVIEW-FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

(See pages followmg )

Review Thought—(;ob DAILY LOADETH US|

WITH BENEFITS.

Soene of the Lesson—The lesson chiefly
cefitres around the two cities Shushan and
Jerusalem.

Draw squares for these two cities. Recall
the lesson,connecting them with theee places,
as far as possible.

Inthe centre of the board form a pyramid
of the ‘‘ Benefit "’ blocks, as the lessons #re
recalled. On top of the pyramid pin a little
white flng, with the motto in gilt letters,
“ Gon 18 Love.”

As the benefits are named, silver paper
stars may be pinned on the board.
ever we look up into the star/ry/sky we &rg
reminded of the mukltitude-of God's memlee
towards us.)

A sma}l] Christmas tree may be used (the
Christmas pleasure being fresh in the minds
of the children). On the branches of the tree
hang the * Benefit’’ blocks and ‘ Golden
Text Stars’ (pasteboard stars covered with
gilt paper) and silver crescents on which are

. written the *“ Lesson Thoughts.”

The lighted star (described in Iaat lesson)

may be plfted on the top of the tree—repres

(When- |,

senting Chnst, ‘ the Light of the World "’—
the greatest benefit bestowed by our heaven-
ly Father upon the world, the crowning bles
sing. Thes»s Golden Texts, Lesson Thoughts,
and Benefit blocks may be distributed,
amongst the little onea at the cloee of the les-

8son., ’

Let the thought of the Review be ‘‘ Thank-
Sfulness and Praise. .

Recite—(with bowed heads and closed
eyes)
‘* For these and all thy gifts of love
We give thee thanks and hearty praise ;
Look down, O Father, from above
And bless us all our days.”

e
Sing Hymn 518, Book of Praise.
BENEFITS -

B—enefita so full and free

E—ven Lord thou giv’st to me,

N—o good thing dost thou withhold ; '
E—ach day doth Thy love unfold. ~
F—or all Thy bounties full and free

I—lift my heart in love to thee.

T—hanks, praise and prayer to Thee arise,
8—weet incense floating to the skies,
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Lewon XIV. REVIEW
N DAILY READINGS
GOLDEN TEXT T.—Fsther3: 1-11.

W.~Esther 8 : 88, 15-17.

* Hless the Lord, O my soul, and .
Th.—Ezra 8 : 2132,
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CATECHIBM
Review Questions &1-81,

forget not all his benefits.” Ps.

108: 8. F.—Neh, 1:1-11. | LESSON HYMNB
8 -—Neh, 4:7-18 Book of Mealse—, 76 (Pg.), 18,
8.—Neh. 8: 1-12, 518, 19,

Review Cnarr—Fourth Quarter
NTUDLES IN THK - -
OLD TESTA- TITLE GoLLEN TEXT TESSON P'rax -
MENT .
1.—Pralm122..... .... Joy in God's House. [ was glad wheh they|l. On the way. 2. In the city. 3, .A

suid unto ‘me, et us
go into the house of
the LORD. Ps. 122:1.
.{Haman's Plot Agsinst If God be for us, wht

1i.—Esther 3 1-11,

the Jews, can he against us?|

N Rom. 8 : 81,
HL—Esther8 - 3% ,15-17/Esther  Pleading  for{Commit thy way unto
Her People, the Lorn ; trust also

in him; and he shall
gﬂuﬁ it to péss. Ps.

7
IV.—Rzra 8: 2132, ... .. Ezra's JQurey to Jeru-|The hand of our God
salem. is upon al¥ them for
-that seek him.
Fzra R : 29,

V. —Psalmy Ko, 126,

. YPml ms of Deliverance.
. .

They that sow in tears|l
shall reap in joy. Px.

1264 5.
VI.—Neh. 1 111, .. lNoh(-mlah'u Praver. Prosper, T pray thee.
. thy servant this day.
: . Neh. 1:11.
VII.—Neh. 4: 7-14 . Rebullding the Walls \\'Moalland pray. Matt.
241,

of Jérusalem.

VIIL-—Neh.®-1-12.... Public Reading of the|The ears of all the peo-|

Seriptures, ple were attentive
unto the book of the
law, Neh.8:8.

IX.—Prov. 23 : 2035, Wine Is & mocker,

.| Woes of Intemperance.,
! stmng drink is rag-
ls and whosoever,

ecelved thereby is

not wise. Prov. 0: T.

X.—Nehy1:1522 .., |Keeping the Ssabhath. jRemember the sabbath

J (}j“sy to keep it holy,

hee
L 917,

God loveth

XT.—-Mal. 1:6-11:3:R-12 Tessous in Giviug.
° giver. 2

XII —Mal. 3: 13 to 4: 6 The Fruits of Right und Whatsoever a man sow-

1. The fast.

1,

1. In peril from foes.

Ing.
1. The law sought. 2.

1. Wine's woes.

1. Hesnneas in

1. Rebelliosl

_prayer for pea.ce,

1. A mlsrlwed honor, 2. A sturdy re-

A bloody resolve. 4. A

wicked decree.

1. The queen's petition. 2. The klmz 8

consent. 3. The great deliverance.

»
2. The trust. 3. The jour-

ney.

. The prelude. 2. The anthem,

A courtier, Aman

of prayer,

2. A patriot, 3,

2, Praying and
wutching. 3. Watching and work:

The law read.
3. The law explained. 4. 'l‘helaw
upplled

2. Wine's warning.
3. Wine's ways.

1. The Sabbath broken. 2. The break-

ers rebuked. 3. The Sabbath ob-
giving. 2. The curse

Ahat follows, 3. nghb—givmg and

blessin,

2. Remembrance. 3.

Wrong Doing. eth, that shall he slsnl Retribution, 4. Reward. 5. Re-
. reap. Gal.6:7. minder.
XIIl—Ism. 9:27....... Christ's Coming Fore-{Unto you is born thisl Darhnc:!s. 2. Dawn. 3. Sunrise
told. day ln the citf 4. Day.
el & Saviour,
whlch 18 Christ the
R Lord, Luke 2:11.
ASK YOURSELY
For Bach Lesson—1, What is the title of the lesson ?

‘What is the Golden Text ?
8. Time? Place? The Lesson Plan?
4. What ns are mentioned 7 *

&

perso
5. One truth I may learn from the legson for my dmly life.
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‘\ Forget Rot all bis Benefits

The Go]den Text for the quarter suggesta a method for review. Forget not to recall
the past—‘‘ His benefits,”” the marvellous blessings which the gracious God of Isracl had
been perpetually bestowing unwearingly on His wayward and unworthy people.

We have just finished the Old Testament in our course of study, and the recalling oft
blessings may well take a two-fold tnrn.  First, to recall God’s goodness from the very be-
ginning of time ; secondly, to recall His dealings in the period covered by the lessons of

1e quarter now ending. i

1. From the beginning; Gobn's BENEFITS.  Single themn out one by one. (1) A beauteous
,world, fresh from God's hand.  He himself pronounced it *‘good.” (2) A lovely garden
“for man to dwell in. (3) A home of sweetdove and perfeet peace— Adam and Eve in inno-
cence and unhindered converne#with their Maker. (4) The promise of redemption, even
when their sin was yet fresh upon them. (5) Therescue from the flood and the bow in the
clouds. (6) The calling of the * father of the faithful,” by whom God was to make Him-
self known to man, and through whose seed the world was to Be saved. (7) The rescue
from Egypt. (8) The giving of the Ton Commandments as an infallible law for men’s
lives. (9) A tabernacle for worshxp, where God would make Himself known. (10) Rest
and proeperity in the land of promise. (11) A Temple for His name at Jerusalem. (12)
Patience with the sins of hjs erring people. (13) The songs of sweet singers to touch
their hearta. (14) The words of the prophets to warn them of evil and persnade them to
holiness. (15) The constdht watchful care of a loving Father all the way.

Let the one reviewing draw out some such points as these by questions, being careful
not 10 spend too much time. It is not necessary to take them all. Perhape three pr four
outstanding mountain tops will impress the scholars more than the whole list. Recull the
blessings clustering about these names—Eden, Abraham. Sinai, the Temple, t! ePsalms and
the prophets.

, g

I1. The blessings in detail of the period embraced in our present lessons.

The lessons have been thirteen in number, and there are thirteen distinct blessings.

(In this part of the review the Primary classes will take great'interest. They bave
been studying the ‘‘ benefits ”* one by one, and have been building up ¢ Benefit ' blocks
Sabbath by Sabbath. We shall let thein lead us this time. Follow the léssons in order.)

Benefit 1, Worship. Ask the scholars to impgine a churchless country. It is safe
to say that there is no mile of earth’s surface where the worship of the true God is not
kpown in which we would care to bring up our children. Have the Golden Text of the
lesson *‘ I was glad.” )

Benefit 2, Help in' trouble. A truly memorable lesson, wretched Haman's pride
and purpoee of revenge ; the only hope of the.deliverance for (God’s people, naked trust m
God. ““1f God be for us, who can be agninst us?"’

Benefit 3, God’s presence in danger. The hearts of the scholars will beat faster as
they see Esther guing on her perilous venture into the presence of the king and Mordecai
going out to the people in his royalSpparel and as they behold the light and gladness and
joy and honor which came to the Jews through Esther's bravery. -~
. The Golden Text ehould be impreased. o
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Benefit 4, (hoidunee. * The hand of our God is upon all them for good that seek him** ;
#o says the Golden Text, and so found Ezra in his journey from the land of captivity to
the Holy City. He and his company were a little handful of unprotected people in a
robber-infested district, safe because in God's keeping.
-~

Benefit 5, Freedom. It was a journey, last lesson ; it is a song now, a song of deliver-
ance. ,A people singing and shouting. *“ The Lord hath done great things for us ; whereof
we are glad.””  They had sown in tears, they werereaping in joy, hecause God had remem-
bered them. (See Golden Text.)

Benefit 6, The privilege of prayer.  Nehemiah was eager to help hig countrymen.  Note
the way hedged in against hun, and the way opened out through prayer.

Benefit 7, Freedomm from encinics. The scene dnanges from the palace of the Persian
king, where Nehemiah had been cup-bearer, to the ruins of the walls ot Jemaalqn, which
Nehemiah now undertakes to rebuild.  Like all others who work for (God, he *met with
opposition. But God will protect us in our duty as He protected Nehemiah, if we will but
do as he did while we work—** watch and pray."”

Beneﬁt‘S, Gnd'z Holy Word. R&all the picturesque rcene of the reading of the Law
from the pulpit of wond in the streets of Jerusalem, and the eagerness of the people to
hear. A lesson both for teachersmnd scholurs ; for die teachers to Rake pains to explain
the Word clearly, and for the scholars to show eagerness to learn whilst there is oppor-
tunity.

Benefit 9, Words of warning ; which are no less a benefit thun words of blessing, since
they are meant to keep us from falling into sin. The woes of intemperance nre described
so vividlyand truthfully that eurely none will risk tmnpt ring with that which ‘ biteth
like a serpent and stmgeth like an adder.”

, Benefit 10, The Lord’s day. Nehemiah, dealing with the Subbath-breakers, gives a
capital object lesson on how to enforce the keeping of Sabbath laws upon those who, for
the sake of guin or pleasure, would rob other people of their Sabbhath rest.

Benefit 11, Opportuitity.  What encouragement there is for our gifte! *‘ GGod loveth a
cheerful giver’’ ; so the Golden Text says, and the promise in the lerson of the opening of
the windows and the showers of lualwnlv blessing shows how well jt is for us to give back
freely to God what He so freely bestows upon us.

Benefit 12, Bleased promises. *We arce all so formed that the promise of reward is a
great help towards right doing.  Ged recognizes this, and in these closing words of the Old
Testament He holds out prom'ises of great blessing to those who fear Hia name, even the

immeasurable bleesings that sprmg from the rfsing of the Sun of righteousness on this dark
world.

Benefit 13—which is tha sum of all the others, and of all the blessings of which the
Book,of God tells—The wonderfil Savior. Eamestly seek to lead the scholars to open their
hearts to their Redeemer and Lord. Show them evervthipg that is good and joyous for
time and eternity has been received through Him.

Tre Review might- well close with that marvellous saying of the loving Savior:
‘ Behold, I stand atthe door, and knock : if any man hear my voice, and open the door, 1

will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”
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The Book Page

[December

E BOOK PAGE. g

Books for review o Le gent to Rev. R. Douglas
Fraxer, Jodator, Teacners MoNrury, Room 87,
Contr deration Lafe Buldoy, Tovouto.

THE AprosTLE oF THE NokTH; the Rev.
Jamens Evans, By Egerton R, Young, author
of By Canoe and Dog Trmin,” ete. (262,

es, cloth, with 21 illusteutions by J. .
’ E:gughlin, £1.23; Fleming H. Revell, Toron-
to.) A bovk in Mr. Young's well-known
lively style.  The autbor has made himsclf
master of the missionary exploita of the
Hudson Bay region.  Ag a contribution to
missionary biography and as a narmative of-
a singularly heroie and successtul - eareer, |
the book has & distinct value. Ity descrip-

tions, too, of Indian life and of adventure in f
the northern wilds are charming.  All they

bovs are getting to know Mr. Young, and
i later chapters o

“Greater Britdin” is becoming more fully
recognized,  ** 1t iy doubtful, however,”" as
Mr.  Miller savs, ““if the youth of the
Dominion yet full{ appreciate the great
natural. resources of the country, its stuble
form of government, its free institutions, its
good educational advantages, its excellent
judicial systew, and many other valuable
characteristics which Canada may claim.”
As a help to this fuller knowledge and
appreciation this work should prove very
useful.

A Boxxik Bov. By Julia McNair Wright.
(296 pager, cloth, with illustrations, $1.00) ;
and AT OpENING Doors, by Howe Benning
(351 pages, cloth, illustrated, $1.25), are

{from “the American” Tract  Society, New

York. The * Bonnie Boy " will keep the
little, little children quite wide-mouthed
with interest, for he says and does very
‘‘cute” things and- has an unusvally gowd
time at his grandma’s house near the sea, as

this vohune, especially the
it, will be eagerly read by thew. It s just ! € 8
the sort of book that should go into a Sab- | well asat home. The writer knows children
bath School libriry. No danger of its re- Jrom theinside. The talk is real talk and
naining on the shelves long ata time. many a little pearl of wise instruction is
. dropped by the way. ‘At Opening Doors’"
Tae Lasp oF Isksrl. By Robert Laird | is a story with a purpose.  Doris Hart hears
Stewart, D. D)., of Lincoln University. (392 a chance speaker at a Christian Endeavor
wages, cloth, with 17 maps and numerous [convention say, * We ma let go everything
illustrations, $1.50 ; same publishers.) The;thz\t does not help another life,”” and she
chief merit of Professor Stewart’s work is learns the truth of it through some trials

that itsecks to give *“ the read hustoric setting "’
to the “red, lstoric narrative” of the Holy

Scriptures.  For this end the results of the,

most recent research aree utilized and are
presented in popular form, The maps are
well executed and up to the hour, * rul-
roads projected, or in operution, new car-
riage roads,” ctc., being ndicated thereon.
The matter is armnged in handy form for
the student and well indexed, the plan of
the k being, first, a general view of the
Land of Israel, its physical features, natural
history, early inhabitants, highways and
camvan routes, present con(iitinns, ete, ; and,
secondly, a detailed account of the four great
longitudinal sections into which the Holy

Land is divided. The work is a welcome
addition to the literature on Tur Lire oF
Ougr. Lorn, which is to occupy Sabbath )
Schools and Bible classes for the next:
eighteen months.

Canantavy Crrizensuie. By John, Miller,
B. A, Deputy Minister of Fducatfon, (183
pages, cloth, 60c.; William Briggs, To-
ronto.) Public School teachers should make
themselves familiar with this treatise on the
government. and institutions of our country.

t is the privilege of every boyand girl to]
be tanght how we are governed, and it is the
duty of their teachers to impart the rm

tion. The value of Canada asa porti the

and many jovous expericnces.
New  Englan
readable.
Mespewssony’s EvLwap (280 pages) and
HypN's CreaTioN (202 pages), price 3oc.,
are Gem editions, words and music com-
plete, of these two great oratorios.  Though
minute, they are perfectly legible, and most
convenient for the hand, either at practice
or in the audience. This curious information
is given regarding ‘“The Creation.” The
score was received in Lomdon on Saturday,
22nd March, 1800, at 9 o'clock in the even-
ing, by a King's messenger, from Vienna.
It was copiced into parts for 120 performers,
rehearred and perfortned on tﬁg Sunday
following. ¥. Bagster & Sons, London.
Stories ¥roM THE Porm. By May R.
Atwater. (108 pages, with numerous illus-
trations, Xri('e )c.) The print i8 big and
plain, and the illustrations, mostly in outline,
striking; for the ‘‘Stories from the
Poets” are for children just learning to
read. Such pieces as Pippa, from Brown-
ing; The Wind and the Moon, from George
MacDonald ; Longfellow's Hiawatha ; Susan
Coolidge’s How the J.eaves Came Down, are
re uced in words that even the tiniest
understand. It is the sort ot * First
Reader’’ which is likely o give the children
a taste for the best things in literature.

Both are
tales and are eminently

~
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The International S.S. Lessons for 1900

* are on the Life of Jesus Christ for twelve months continuously.

UPPER CANADA TRACT SOCIETY

offers teag¢hers and others a specially valuable book at a
SPECIAL price. The complete, unabridged edition of

The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah

By REV. ALF. EDERSHEIM, D.D.

In one volume, containing over 1,500 pages, bound in
cloth, originally published at $6 oo.

Note.—The EDITION IS %com;wrx BOOK and is spoken of as
the best Life of Christ published.

ONE DOLLAR /

This includes postage to any address in Canada. Cash -
to accompany order.

THE UPPER CANADA TRACT éOCIETY, 102 3%R%s, TORONTO

GOURLAY, WINTER & LEEMING’S~»

BEEECEECCECECCECCECECEECCECEES

.
Bargain } _
E seek trade direct with the consumer, having closed up the last of our
S l local agencies on October 1st, calling all stock into beadgnirters, Wa
a e are now somewhat overstocked, and therefors offer
A
Of A 40 ORGANS AT BARGAIN PRICES
: A Rare o"om--n{" Ch-rcbel and Sabbath Schools. Many of
A these instruments are nd new, some slightly shop worn and without wear,
ew A  whilst the oldest used organ is in perfect order.
. A WEB GUARANTEE EVERY ORGAN a term of years, ship subject to
d z _ approval, and pay return freight if oot fully satifactor,.
an A TERMS
U d Organs under $50, payments of $10 cash ana $3 per month until piid, withont
interest.
Se ? Organs over $50, payments of $10 cash and $4 per mon h until paid, without
interest.
Or ans A Discount ot 10 per cent, allowed on ai! Orders accompanied
s g by Pall Cash Settiemient.

A Stool sccompanies each Organ withoat charge. Remit by Post-Office Order, Expreis Order, or Baok Draft.

REMEMBER WE GUARANTEB BATI.SPACTION Orders will be filled in enc( order as received,
whether they be cash or credit. Cormpooﬂeoco invite

akers—ESTRY, MASON & HANLIK, KARKN, THOMAS, BERLIN, and BILHORN

GOURLAY, WINTER & LEEMING, - 188 Yonge St., Toronto, Ont
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CANADA’'S COMPANY.

The Deominion of Camnada
Cuaranice aad Acsident

> Inseranse Co.
Authorized\;‘Capital, - - - - $1,000,000
Dominion Government Deposit, - 92,616.60
%

- Guarantee Insurance,
Accident Insurance aod
Sickness Insurance.

.

HEAD OFFICE, - TORONTO, ONT.

GEORGEH GOODERHAM, J. E. ROBERTS,
President. General Manager

ATIONAL...
~— TRUST COrPANY

. L‘NITED
HEAD OFFICE: Cor. King and Victoria Sts., Toronto.

NENENS A EBNENEN /!
CAPITAL suBscRIBED: $1,000,000.

At a premium of a5 per cent.

DIRECTORS :

“President, J. W. FLAVELLE, Esq., Managiog Director The William Davies Company, Limited
irector Canadian Bank of Commerce.
Vice-President, A. E. AMmgs, E:q., of Messis. A. E. Ames & Co., Second Vice-President

Imperial Life Assurance C mpany; Vice President Toronto Board of Trade.
-
Transgﬂﬁ.::neral Trust Business.
_Chartered to act as Executor, Trustee, Ad\{inis’tntor. Guardian, Committee, Receiver,
Assignee, Liquidator, Transfer Agent, General Agent.

MONEY TO LOAN on first mortgage security of improved Farm and City property a

Jowest current rates.
W. T. WHITE, Manager.



™ Fleming H. RovllComany's Publations

Books on the
,L;esssons for 1/,8,39

e

Pna.('stical Comﬁienta.ry on the
International $.S. Lessons,

Mzs, T. B. Amold. Carefully pre- .
" pared by specialists on the various de-
rtments, with mapsand blackboard

-

illustrations. Large 8vé., 240 pages.

L 500
Life and Light of Men,

' By F. B. Meyer, 3.A. "Expositions of

jobn fLtoxti...coieveniiiiinn, 980c

Studies in the-Gospel of John.
By Prof. W. W. Whlte, Ph.D. Paper,
25c. Clotheevivvvisenininn conl L,

St. John‘s Gospel

fith introduction and notes by Rev.
© Geo, Reith, M.A.  Part I, Chaps. 1 . -
to 8 " 70c¢

Part II., Chaps, 8 to END.......... . 70¢
» InT, & T, Clark’s Hand-Book Series,

The Gospel of St. John
By Marcud Dods, D.D,, 2 Vols

Select Noteés on the .
International I.essons;‘ -
By Peloubet, - Cloth.... ... levreenns

Bxblioal Niustration. .

Vols, on Johu, 3 voLs. sold separ-
ateiy,

EACH aneeor,ons.. . $2 60

Contains * Anecdotes, Sxmxles, Emblems, #
and Hinstrations, Ex; :cory Sciennﬁc,

50¢

............................

.....

.........

Hismncal and Homile
|

|

!

| A Man’s' Value to Society.

SEASONABLE GIFT BGOKS

Fnendsh:p. '

- By Rev. Hugh Black M.A. "Pnnted
in two colors, 12 mo., decoratedcloth,
. gilttop....... e eeesedias

Fellow-Travellers. .
By Rev. Francis E. Clark, D.D. A
. personally conducted journey in three
" continents, With impressions of men,
things, and events

s1z5

%

.................

By Newell Dwight Hillis, Studies in
Self-culture and Character. Clath,
gilt top........x........... corron
The Investment of Influence,
By N. D. Hillis, A Study in Social
Sympnthy and Service ... .........
The Néw Miller Book
The. HMaster's Blesseds

Or Christ’s Secret of Happiness. A
devotional study of the Beatitudes, - )
Decorated margins, gamo., cloth, gilt, $i 0&1

The Ministry of Intercession,
A Plea’for more Prayer. By Rev. .
Andrew Mutray

Books for the- Boys and Gu*ls

"His Big Opportumty
By Amy Le Feuvre Iﬂustrated 12mo.

$1 25

..................

Clotheiiee e vervininns dhecee T
A Puzzling Pair. -
By the aut’hor of “Pxobable Sons." - .
o3 - SO SR PP = —_50_(;;;%
A Presentation edition with 1llustra~ e T
tions on every page, Cloth........ 00
Christie, the King's Serv: )
1" By Mrs. O, F. Walton, A Sequ ~
Cbristie’s O Organ ..... Gerraen - 50c:

send

|
for Our Hohday List

"

FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY

New Yark:

154 ‘Yonga Street, Toronto. .

- Ondoago;:



N L N L L

e N A
e

» Edison’s

Mimeograph |

LR SR

e Reproduces x',soo to 3,000 Coples from j
. one Original Handwriting, Urawing,
R | Music, Typewriting, etc. One-third the
i price of Printing. . !
o Secretaries ot Lodges and Socleties use it for pnnting notices of meetings, and inform.ng the members
of general business transacted, eltc., etc. By this method absolute secrecy is preserved. ]
‘ Ministers and Sunday School Superintendents use it for printing their church and school readings
(o8son work, prog for church entert s, etc., etc. -
Sample Work and Full Particulars Free on Application 1
1) ——————eeeee . !
SECON D_HAND TYPEWR'TERS atg:ll!o:olas for sale or to rent at low
CHAS. E. ARCHBALD
2. 4. . 3
1 - 45 Adel%le Street East, TORONTO. [§-
{ Remington writers. 4 . .
Genersl Dealer In, i lueo‘y"' CIY Index Cabinets. i
}
| g
|
'}\.— B
3.

__THEE. B. EDDY CO, Limited,
ULL. MONTREAL. TORON!‘O.

Quebec. Hamilton. Kingston. London. St. John, N.B. .
Winnipeg. Victorta and Vaneouver. - St.nghr,l‘,nNﬂd.numx
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