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Leiier from the Missimary Society of =

. the Methodist Cliurch. 1o 1he Siger

intendent-General of Indian Afairs.

5,

SR, = ' ToronTO, May, 1889.
In accordance with an understanding reached at an inter-
viéw on the,27th of March last, which the Premier and yourself
‘were good: enough to grant to a deputation regreaenting the
Missionary Society of thé:Methodist Church, we have the honor
to submit a memorandum of the points referred to in the con-
.versation which then took place, and certain statements and
evidence in support thereof, so that the Government may have
a clear understanding of the matters of which we complain.
It is n , in the first instance, to mention briefly how
that state of affairs came about which rendered necessary an

appeal to the Government. It has been known to us for a-

number of years past'that somewhat strained relations existed
between the agents of the Indian Department in British
. Columbia, and some of the missionaries of the Methodist
Church, and we feel constrained to say that from some of the
nts,at least,our missionaries have received but scant courtesy.

e had noticed from time to time brief references in the reports
of some of the agents econtaining reflections upon missions and
missionaries that we thought were not justified by the faets,

and which seemed to manifest an unfriendly spirit toward the '

agents of our Church. This became more marked when a
Commission was appointed by the British Columbia. Govern-
ment to investigate certain matters connected with the Indians
on the Pacific coast. At the sittings of that Commission, wit-
nesses were permitted to go entirely out of the way to- make
charges of the most gross and libellous description against
missionaries, and this without any remonstrance or reproof
" from the Commissioner. At a later date, a joint commission,
representing the Dominion and the British Columbia Govern-
ment, was appointed. A number of Indian villages on the
coast and elsewhere were visited, and in due time a report was

published. This report contained observations whick were
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evidently designed to reflect unfavorably upon certain mission-
aries of the Methodist Church, and their influence among-the
Indians. Furthermore, we have been informed that a ﬁriva.te
epart-
meht, in which much stronger language has been used and ?nore i
damaging statements made touching some of the missionaries: ™ . -
“For several years our missionaries have patiently borne this

" undesirable state of affairs, and it was only when the damaging
and, as we believe, undeserved statements of the agents and

Commissioners were becoming somewhat notorious, it was felt

_ that the issue could be mo longer ignored. Accordingly, the

suhject was brought, in the first instance, before the Annuali Con-
ference of the Methodist Church in British Columbis, and frofa
that body s memorial was forwarded to our General Missioniary
Board. After carefully considering the memorial and hearing
statements in support of it, the Board decided ‘that in- justice

_alike to the missionaries and the Government, a careful in-—

vestigation mug be made, and the real facts of the case brought
to light. The result of this investigation up to the present
time is a ‘mass of evidence, which, taken on its face, reveals a
sad tale of unfair treatment of the Indjans on the part of
Government -ggents, -and of undeserved. reproaches cast upon
missionaries of the Methodist Church. ) ’

It is matter of common notoriety that a dissatisfied and
restless feeling has existed-among many of the Indians of the
Pacific Coast, and in-various ways, and throush various chan-
nels, certain missionaries of the Methodist- Church-have been
accused of causing the trouble: and we have reason to believe,
that reports of this description received by the Government
have greatly influenced their policy, especially in relation to ‘
Indian missions of the Methodixt Church. .As regards any dis-
catisfaction that exists among the Indians,-we can, after care-
ful inquiry, emphatically deny that it has beeh caused by the
teaching or-influence of our missionaries. On the contrary,
we affirm, and are~prepared. to support it by incontrovertible
testimony, that some of the very missionaries who have been
accused of causing trouble have, on many occasions. put them-

~ selves to great inconvenience, exposed themselves to serious

danger, and even to death, in order to uphold the authority of
the law, and to persuade the Indians to be submissive thereto.
From the evidence that has come before us, we are convineed
that the trouble among the Indians has been caused chiefly by
two things—first, & policy on the.part of the Government,
which the Indians, rightly or wrongly, beliéved to be -unjust
and unfair; and seeondly, the partial conduct and broken
promises of agents of thé Government. :

»
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It has been represented by agents of the Government that
the Indians at certain villages, more especially at Fort Simp-
son and on the Naas River, have refused to receive a Govern-
ment agent, and have refused to come under the provisions of
the Indian Act. And it has been. further represented that this

antagonistic attitude on the part of the -Indians is due to the .

teaching and influence of the Methodist missionaries at the
villages referred to. In regard te this we affirm, that no such
teaching-has been given and no such influence exerted by mis-
sionaries of the Methodist Church; but that the antagonism
has arisen from the fact that the Indians have seen, that, in

" some cases at least, where agents have been sent, the condition

of the people is made worse instead of better; and in the Chris-
tian villages of Fort Simpson and Greenville, not to speak of

-~ gthers, there is an intense dread lest the coming of the agent

would result in the breaking down of moral restraint and the
restoration of old heathen practices which the people have en-
tirely abandoned. So far as the people at Port Simpson are
concerned, they are intensely desirous to have municipal govern-

. ment established among them, sb that they may fashion their

.

institutions and‘enforce their laws after the manner of white
men, instead of being under the arbitrary and. as they fear,
unjust control of a virtually irresponsible Indian agent. It
has nl?tt,/escaped the notice of the Christian Indians that in the
Repor

Government agent institutes a comparison, very much to their

_disadvantage, between them and some pagan Indians who’still

-continue the abominable potlach, herding in common, and other

" immoral heathen practices. These latter are spoken of as being

more “respectful and obedient ” than the Christian Indians—a
circumstance that. may be due to the fact that their village had
been shelled by a Government gunboat not long before.

Our Indians at Fort Simpson, and the Naas also, feel that
injustice is donme them by other disparaging remarks in the
same report For instauce, the Kincolith Fridians are freely
lauded at their expense. They consider -this unfair, inasnimeh_.
as, while they have always respected the law and the rights of
others, it is notorious that these same Kincolith Indians, not
long before the date of the Report, had violently interfered
with white men and their boats, and prevented them from
going to their property in the neighborhood; that they had
fired on an Indian and his family approaching in their boat,
and, during the preceding summer, had-also interfered with the
Deputy Fishery Commissioner, in'the prosecution of his official
duties. ,

of your Department- for 1888 (Part L, p. 201), the ~
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There is no doubt that the unfortunate position of
) THE LAND QUESTION

is at the foundation of a fn‘-eat part of these difficulties. In
in

various official reports, and in the Report of the Joint Domin-
ion and Provineial Commission of 1887, it has heen freely
charged that it has been at the instigation of the Methodist
missionaries that the Indians have put forward their claims to
the land. A reference to a few dates and facts will show how
unfounded this is. , :

. Our missionaries first visitéd the north-west coast in 1874.
We find that in 1850, 1851, and 1852, Governor Douglas made
no less than fourteen different purchases of tracts of land from

. various tribes of Indians. In 1858, a memorial to the Colonial

Secretary from the Aborigines’ Protection Society set forth
that “the Indians are keenly sensitive in regard to their own
rights as the.aborigines of the country, and are equally alive
to the value of the gold discoveries,” and again, that “the In-
dians possess an intelligent knowledge of their -own rights,
and appear to be determined to maintain them by all the means
in their power.” In a despatch to the Colonial Secretary, of
March 25th, 1861, Governor Douglas says: “ As the native In-
dian population of Vancouver Island have distincet ideas of
property in land, and mutually recognize their several exclu-

-8y possessory rights in certain districts, they would not fail to

regard the-occupation of such portions of the colony by white
settlérs, unless with the full consent of the proprietary tribes,
as pational wrongs; and the sense of injury might produce a
feeling of irritatioByagainst the settlers, and perhaps disaffée-
tion to the Governmeft, that would endanger the peace of the
country.” This despatch transmitted a petition from the House
of Assembly asking for aid from the Home Government *in
extinguishing the Indian title to the public lands in the
coiony.” .
The Privy Council of Canada, on November 4th, 1874,
adopted & memorandum of the Minister of the Interior, in
which he says: “To the Indian the land question far trans-
cends in importance all others, and its satisfactory adjustment

" in British Columbia will be the first step toward allaying the

widespread and growing discontent now existing among the
native tribes of that Province.”

During his visit to British Cpluwbia, in 1876, Lord Dufferin
very pointedly called attention to the unsatisfactory way in
which the Indians were being treated, and wagned the white
people of the almost inevitable consequences of such a policy.

The first Methodist missionary who visited the north-west

9
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coast was the Rev. W. Pollard, in February, 1874, On his -
return, he stated that “the Indians were much troubled over
reports about their lands.” (See statement -of Rev. T. Crosby,
Appendix, p. 2, and statement of Rev. A. E. Green, Appendix,

p. 14) Mr. Crosby went there in June, 1874, and “found the °*

feeling and apprehension on the subject very strong.”

Mr. Green says (p. 14): “I came to Naas River first in the
spring of 1877, and was advised to look out and pre-empt a
piece of land to- erect mission buildings on, and to use for a
boys’ industrial school. But I found the idea of ownership so
strong among the Indians that I had to give that project up.
I soon found that this feeling was general.” He goes on to
mention other facts, showing how fully the Indians were im-
_bued with their rights to the land.

These references are more than sufficient to show that our
missionaries were not the instigators of the claims of the Indians
regarding the land. The fact is, that the Government agents
first led the Indians to believe that their claims were acknow-
ledged, and would be respected, hence the great dissatisfaction
when a contrary policy was carried out. At Port Simpson
especially, the Indians were encouraged in such hopes by the

- - agent; and later, when Land Commissioner O'Reilly visited

that place, they presented their remonstrances and protests in
view of the previous promises to them. But notwitstanding
this, surveys were ordered, and these were carried out without
any explanations, such as might have relieved the minds of the
Indians and quieted their apprehensions. ~So far as we ‘can
‘learn, there appears to have been no attempt to conciliate them.
The excitement, however, became so great that a Commission
was appointed to go up the coast and inquire into these
matters. This Commission did not reach Port Simpson until
the autumn, but in the preceding spring surveyors were sent
out and surveyed the lands arcund Port Simpson harbor, and
these immediately afterwards were secured by various white
men-—a transaction which is known in the country to-day.as
the “ Port Simpson land grab.” R
Another cause rof dissatisfaction with these Indians has
been the course pursued with regard to the reserve for the
Tsimpsheans. The Port Simpson-Indians had urged that if their
requests touching their title to tha ]a.ngs ¢ould not be recognized,
, that at least the whole of the - peninsula should be
laid off as a reserve for the Tsimpshean people, and be divided
between those residing at Port Simpson and at Metlakahtla in
proportion to their respective numbers, which at that time were
not very unequal As the land of the peninsula is practically
valueless, the request does not appear to have been an unreason-



e g i i B B

Vit R o

e

3

¢l

_ ableone. Nevertheless, it was refused. A much smaller reserve
" waslaid off,and thiswas subsequently (after the exodus to Alaska
" of most of the Metla;kahtlue(%ndians“) ‘divided in an arbitrary
mainer by the Lund Commissioner, giving nearly as much land
to less than 100.Indians who remained at Metlakah'la as he
allowed to more than 800 residing at Port Simpson. And this
is only one instance among a great many which seem to show
that the fixed policy of the agentsfof the Government was to
discriminate azainst, those Indians who belonged to Meth-
odist missions, and in favor of those connected with the Chuy
of England. ‘ ‘
Referring again to the work of the Joint' C mmission, we
have to say that it appears te us that the investigation was
conducted, in an exceedingly partial manner. The  printed
~ instructions issued to the Commission required them to pro- .
“ceed directly to the Naas River, and, in their interviews with
* the Indians, ta make use of the local interpreters, and even to
allow missionaries to interpret: for them, ut not to act the
. part of advocates. In the face of these instructions, the Com-
mission stopped first at Metlakahtla, where they employed the .
paid interpreter of the Anglican Bishop, who was taken to the .
other villages against the wish, and even protest, of the In-
dians. At Port Simpson it had been the custom of the Indians,
from the time they adopted civilized habits, to hold all public
meetings in the scliool-house—a commodious building, capable
of accommodating & large number. But when the Commission
reached that village, repeated attempts were made by them to
secure another building. This had an unfavorable effect upon
the people,’'who seemed to regard it as an unnecessary slight
put upon themselves, and it was only when they refused to
meet the Commissioners anywhere else than in the school-
house, that the latter yielded the point. In the printed rep it
of the Commission, the language used’is guarded, but a part
of it is safficiently explicit to show that the Commission
desired to convey an unfavorable impression of certain mis-
sionaries of the Methodist Chureh. . As before stated, we have
reason to believe that this unfavorable impression is much
more strongly conveyed in the private report. Furthermore,
we are informed on good anthority, that when this report was
prepared, one of the Commissioners at first refused to sign it,
declaring that the Methodist missionaries were ‘the only men
who were accomplishing any good among the Indians, and it
was only under pressure that he finally attached his signature.
It has already been intimated in this memorandum that
we have had reason to regard the conduct of certain agents of
the Government as by no means impartial in their treatment
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of our missionaries. Repeatedly the Indian Commissioner for
British- Columbia has refused to grant any interview to Meth-
odist Indians when the missionaries were present In regard

to schools, they have not extended to us the consideration and-

fair treatment which has been extended to others, and requests
for medicines have been either refused or delayed for months.
Inthe laying out of Indian Reserves the same thing is apparent.
In this connection we instance the mission at Wassett, on Queen
Charlotte’s Island, where the Land-Commissioner, in surveying
the reserve, excluded a tract of about twelve acres so as to
enable the authorities ‘of the Anglican mission to obtain a
patent for the same; whilst at Port Simpson and on the Naas,
which are Methodist missions, he refused entirely to exclude
the ground on-which our ‘mission premises are erected from
the boundaries of the reserve.

Another instance of official partiality of which our Indians
at Greenville or Lach-al-tsap, on the Naas, complain, is that of

the Commissioner respecting the Stony Point Reserve adjoining .

their village.

He set apart one chain on.the bank of the river as common-
age, and gave the rest of the reserve to the Greenville Indians
who resided there. He says in the Department Report for 1883,
at page 87 : “On this reserve, some ten or twelve families be-
longing to Lack-al-tsap village reside,” ete. . . “ I arranged that
the resident Indians should have the exclusive privilege of
cultivating the land, while the rights of those who have been in
the habit of fishing should not be interfered with.”. Some time
after this the Kincolith Indians, who live about twenty miles
off, came with a map, on which was marked, “ Kincolith"Reserve,”
and took possession of it. The officialg at Victorja at first denied
that they had issued the map, but subsequently admitted the fact;
and then Mr. O'Reilly denied having given it. to the Lach-al-
tsap Indians, notwithstanding his own report above quoted and
the testimony herewith furnished, and the Kincolith Indians
built upon and still occupy the ground behind the commonage,
although this was given as above to the Greenville Indians,
whose village it adjoins, and who resided upon it.

Another matter of which we strongly complain, is the course
pursued by the Government touching Industrial Institutes for

the Indians in British Columbia. When we heard that such -

Institutes were to be established, we naturally expected that in
the management of these schools the work done by the Me-
thodist Missionary Society would be recognized. When we
found this was not likely to be the case, representations were
made by us to the Indian Department. when we were assured
that/it was the intention of the Government that theInstitutes



R
Fhrrpreng sy

%

viii

established in British Columbia should be Government Insti-
tutes and Strictly non-seetarian.. After these assurances, what
was our surprise to find that of three: Institutes two have been
placed, or are to be placed, in' charge of the Roman Catholic
Church, while the third is planted at the Anglican mission of Met-

‘lakhatla, where there are not one hundred Indians all told; and

Port Simpson, the Methodist mission twenty miles away, with
more than eight hundred Indians, is completely ignored. Had
the Government adhered to its proposed intention to make these
Institutes distinetly non-sectarian, we would not have com-’
plained ; but the course pursued we can only regard as un-
friendly towards the Methodist Church, and as in keeping with
the general course pursned by the agents of the Government -
in British Columbia, that is to discriminate against Methodist
missions and in favor of those of other communions, although
fully five-sixths of the Indians under religious instruction on
the north-west coast are under the charge of our missionaries. ._

. To sum up, we respectfully and. earnestly urge upon the
Government, first, such a modification of the policy toward the
Indians on the Pacific coast as will remove all just ground of
complaint, and quiet the excited feeling that now unfortunately
exists. - Secondly, a consideration of those matters of which we
complain, namely : unfair treatment, misleading- and incorrect
reports of agents, partiality on the part ‘of agents with respect
both to missions and schools, the ignoring of our reasonable
claims touching the proposed Institutes, and that policy toward
the Indians residing on Methodist missions which we can only

" deseribe as a policy of exasperation. For these things we

respectfully ask redress,

Finally, we request that there may be a full investigation by
an independent and impartial commission of the, matters herein
referred to, and that fair opportunity be given to the authori-
ties of the Missionary Board to be represented before the com-
mission and to produce such evidence as they deem important
in the case. ’ ,

Appended ‘hereto you.will find copies of a large number of
affidavits, declarations, etc., which have been made by parties
having an intimate knowledge of the facts upon which the fore-
going statements are based. - -

On behalf of the Misssonary Society of the Methodist

Church. . CARMAN. DD
A‘ A A‘L y ) » s
J. A. WILLIAMS, D.D.,} Gen'l Sup'ts.

A. SUTHERLAND, D.D.,
Missionary Secretary.
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APPENDIX.

B .

Copy.] ' . '
STATEMENT OF REV. T. CROSBY.

My knowledge of the Indian land question, in British Colum-
bia, dates back to 1864. In many instances, as on the Nanaimo
and Chemainus Rivers, on Vancouver Island, and also on the
Lower Fraser River, settlers were allowed to encroach upon the
Indians’ gardens and cultivated patches until there was not ten
acres to.each family, and in some cases not two. For yearsa
strong feeling existed among the Indians in regard fo this.

The first visit of a Methodist minister to Port Simpson was
by the Rev. W. Pollard, Chairman of the British Columbia Dis-

. triet, in February, 1874, at the request of the Indians. On his °

retarn, he reported that the Indians were much troubled over
reports about their rights in the land. " I went there in June,
1874, and found the feeling and apprehensions on the subjeet
very strong. The matter frequently came up in their councils.
I wrote a number of times, on their behalf, to Dr. Powell, who
replied that they need not fear. . ’ '

When Dr. Powell came up the coast, in 1877, he visited the
Indians of Port Simpson, and told them, in a meeting of four
or five hundred people, that the land belonged to them, and
whenever their hearts were troubled about what bad white
men might say to them they were to send to him. * At the same
time he told thew that, in his-opinion, the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany could claim no land outside their enclosure, and they need

N
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not be troubled, for he was sent by the Qt;e_en to see after their
welfare. He also spoke kindly of their village Council, and
pointed out to them that their Council could remove any ob-

. structions to the sanitary condition of their village. A reserve

had been put by the Government on all the lands on that é)art

~ of the coast until the Indian land question should be settle

Mr. O'Reilly, Land Commissioner, came up in 1881, without
giving notice of his coming. He called together the few people
who were at home. They oomfpl‘a.ined that they had not had

their people were at home, but
went on- to explain what lands - they wished to keep for their

feople. He pooh-poohed and said he could not listeri to such*

ong speeches, he must get on with his work. He met some of
the Indians the next day at the Hudson Bay Com(gany’s Fort,
when they handed him a written protest, dated October 5th,

1881, against his %oing on with the Reserves as he proposed, -

and asking for at least the whole of the Tsimpshean Peninsula
for the Indians resident on it, in all about 2,000 people, and
their fishing stations on the Naas and Skeena. A copy of this
letter, with antther written by myself, was forwarded to the
Indian Depa.rtment at Qttawa, in 1882. The whole Peninsula
is mountain and rock atid swamp. When Mr. McKay came up
as Indian agent; he called the people together, December 3rd,
1883. They were pleased with the kind way he listened to
them. Mr. Hopkins took down the speeches, a copy of which
I kept. Mr. McKay told the Indians that their claim was a
reasonable one, and he would go and lay the whole matter

. before the Government. He went away professedly to do this.

The Indians expected him back, but he.never came. They
afterwards sent a letter asking him the reason of this. The
Indians were much displeased, and said the Government would
not let Mr. McKay come back because he wished to do right to
them.

Some time after this Judge Elliott came up to Simpson.
He spoke against the village councils, and told our people at
Simpson and Essington that they had no right to have such
councils, that they were illegal. These councils were the only
municipal government they had ever had. :

"I went with Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Green to Judge Elliott, to

lay a complaint before him of the violation of the Potlatch law,
and also of the Indians making and selling whiskey on Queen
Charlotte’s Island. He replied that he could do nothing under

. the Potlatch law, as a circular issued by Dr. Powell gave the

Indians permission to return the property they had received at
previous potlatches, which really meant keeping up the system
of potlatches. He took down Mr. Hopkins’ statement in the
liquor case, but nothing more was done in the matter. He had

dry
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...also refused to listen to well-founded complaints by our Port

Simpson Indians against Kincolith Indians of having stolen

their property, although they offered to swear to their charges.

By these means he greatly lessened the respect of the Indians
for the law. . A
About this time the Land Reserve was lifted by the Loeal
Government, a surve{m' having been despatched, from Victoria
previously, to be on the spot at the date that the Reserve was
lifted in Victoria. This surveyor went to work at once and-
staked off in lots and surveyed the whole land, encircling the
harbor. of Fort Simpson. -This' was done in the interest of
private parties, and is known as the Fort Simpson Jand grab.

.This annoyed the Indians very much. g‘hey wanted to
knlgw who got the money, as they understood this land was
sold.

May 20th, 1886, Captain Jemmet and party reached Naas,
having been sent by Commissioner O'Reilly to .survey the
fishing stations on the Naas River. The Indians of Port
Simpson sent him a letter protesting against his going on with
the survey. Nov. 6th, 1886, the party came to Port Simpson.
The Indians again sent him a letter of protest against the
survey. He told them they were right in doing so, and he
would send their letters to the proper quarter. When Mr. Tuck
came n;])J the following spring, they also objected to his goi
on with the survey. He took down their speeches an
promised to send them on to the.proper authorities; but the
Indians heard no more about it, and the survey was proceeded
with notwithstanding their protest.

In January, 1887, I was urged, at a large meeting of the
Indians, to go to Victerfia with a deputation to wait on the
Provincial Governmeént and Dr. Powell and Mr. O'Reilly. We
made this journéy of 600 miles in mid-winter. On reachi

Victoria, an arrangement was made for an interview on 2nd"

February. Just before the time fixed for the meeting, we were
told it could not take place for another day; and, further, we
were told that nejther Mr. Green nor myself would be permitted
to be present. Homn. J. Robson, Provincial Secretary, informed
me that Dr. Powell and Mr. O'Reilly refused to meet the
Indians and the members of the Provincial Government if
either Mr. Green or myself was present.

A Kincolith Indian was employed as interpreter, though I

"had gone down at the urgent request of the people for this pur-

pose, and the Indians repeatedly objected to going on with the
interview, as they were not satisfied with the interpreter. The
interpreter also expressed himself as doubtful of the correct-
ness of his interpretation. ' :

At the time of the murder of C. Yonmans, at the Forks of the

Y
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Skeena, alarming reports reached the Government in Vietoria.
Mr. Green and I were both in Victoria, and were asked our
opinion as to the sending up.of an armed force and a war-ship.

e advised that an officer of the law and a constable be sent.™

Accordingly, Mr. Elliott and Mr. Royeroft were sent up ; but,
failing to get Indians to take them up the river, we-secured

« them a number of guides and packers at the Methodist Missions.
at Simpson and Naas. '

For some years we have had school at Kit-lach-damux, on
the Upper Naas. When Mr. Green .informed me that Mr.
Croasdaile had been instructed by Dr. Powell to call together
the people of this place at his fishery, which was about forty

_ miles from their home; to give their vote as to whether they
would have the Methodist or English Church to supply -them
with a school, I wrote a letter to Mr. Croasdaile, protesting
ageinst the injustice of this. In 1877 Dr. Powell visited
Skidegate and Gold Harbor, on Queen Charlotte’s Islands, and
promised the Indians that they should have a school and
teacher. Deputations from these places frequently came to us
asking for a school; but we as often put them off, saying we

> understood the Church Missionary Society would take charge
of these islands, as a correspondence was* going on at that time,
between the Bishop and ourselves, with a view to a division of
the field. -

In the fall of 1881 I called on Dr. Powell], and told him that
these people were begging us to give themn a teacher, and asked
if he knew whether or not anything was going to be done for
them by the Bishop. He said he did not know of anything,

but by all ‘means they should have a teacher. In July, 1882,

I called again, in company with the Rev. Mr. Wood and Mr.
Jennings. Ihad just returned from Ontario. ‘I asked Dr. Powell
if anything had been done by the Bishop towards sending a
teacher to Skidegate. He replied that he was not aware that
anything had been done. I said, in case the Bishop sent no
one, would he think it well for us to send a teacher. He
replied that there could be no objection to that; it would be

be a good thing, if the Methodists had one, to send him. Mr. -

George Robinson was appointed to the place. In the following
fall 1 called on Dr. Powell again, when he seemed much put
out, and said we ought not to have sent a teacher to Skidegate,
that we should have left that for the Bishop. I reminded him
of what he had said in July, in the presence of Mr. Jennings
and Mr. Wood, and he denied the whole thing. .
Years ago we had an annual industrial show at Port Simpson,
and I applied to Dr. Powell for assistance in prizes, but he
refused to help us, though he did assist other places in this
way. For many years we have had a girls’ boarding school and

N



"' been instructed to proceed to Naas and Port Simpson,-and that

Powell visited it and knew what we were doing, yet though
xcial grants of $500 each were made to St. Mary’s Rbman
tholie, and to Metlakahtla English Church Mission, no special
t was ever made for the Methodists at Port Simpson,
although doing at least equal work. Within the last year one
of the three Industrial schools to be established in British
Columbia has been located at Bishop Ridley’s Mission, at Met-
lakahtla, where there are not more than ene hundred Indians,
while at Port Simpson Met{:;dist‘ Mission there is a village of
eight hundred people, and a‘\much better site and Rcation.

At the conference between the Indians and-the Goverament,
February 8th, 18387, a Commission ‘was promised to go up the
coast in the spring, to inquire into their grievances. The
Indians were much surprised and annoyed when, instead of the

- Commission, s surveying party was sent up early in the
summer to lay’out the reserve. The Commission did not arrive
till the following October. Previous to the arrival of the Com-
mission, I received an official letter from Rev. E. Robson, Presi-

. dent of the Methodist Conference, stating that Hon. J. Robson,

Provincial Secretary, bad told him that the Commission had

local interpreters could be employed, or the missionaries might
act as interpreters if the Indians wished it. Instead of follow-
ing these instructions, the Commission went out of their way
to call at Metlakahtla, to get the Bishop’s paid interpreter.
When they came to Port Simpson, the Indians protested strongly
against speaking through the Bishop’s interpreter. The Indians
had arranged to meet the Commission in the Methodist school- -
house, the usual place for public meetings; but notwithstanding
the school-house been offered to them, the Commission tried
to make arrangements to hold their meeting in Hudson’s Bay
Comimy’s Guest House, and, failing that, in a private house

. which would not have accommodated half the people. Fipally,
the Indians told them that if they did not come to the school-
house they would not meet them.

The Indians had been much pleased at the arrival of the
Commission, fired a salute, and were prepared to receive them
in the most loyal manner, hoping that this would result in the
settlement of their difficulties; but the course the Commission -
took greatly shook their confidence. -

One of the leading chiefs, Alfred Doudoward, with whom
the Provincial Secretary and the Attorney-General had pre-
viously corresponded with regard to thé Commission, had been
chosen by the Indians to be their chief speaker. He wasin
the midst of his speech, at six o'clock, when the meeting was
adjourned to the next day. The next morning, at the opening
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- of the session, he was told that he would not be allowed to
"sﬁ]enk on behalf of the Indians, because he was_a half-breed.
ve the people no time to choose another in his place, and
the whole course of the Commission gave thé Indians the im-
pression that they did not wish to give them a-fair hearing.
Mr. Cornwall, the Dominion Commissioner, made remarks at
the close of the Commission which _greatly displeased the
Indians, but they were refused permission to reply, and a letter
the Indians sent to the Commissioners, expressing their views,
was not published in the Report. Mr. Planta, the Provincial
Commissioner, told me that he wished this letter inserted, but
Mr. Cornwall would not agree to it. Mr. Planta further told
me that he made objections to signingsthe Report because it
made undue reflection upon the ?thodxst missionaries, who,
he believed, were the best fmissionaries on the coast, and were
doing the most good. I infer that it was the pressure brought
to bear upon bim that induced Mr. Planta to sign the Report.

———The charge of disloyalty made against the Methodist Indians

and missionaries is positively without foundation, and had they
been treated fairly and kmdly the whole of this trouble might
have been avoided.. -

The Commissioners proxmsﬁ the Indians an official reply
"after their Report should be made to the Government, but no
reply ever came. Instead of this, an Indian agent was sent up
to force himself on the Indians, though the Indians had ex-
pressly stated they did not wish an agent till their-land

q}ljzestlon was settled. More than that, the Indians ma.m‘tmned\

that at Fort Rupert and other places where agents were
stationed, drunkenness and “potlatching” and debauchery

- .were-carried on, and the Indians at these pla.ces were much
worse off than they themselves without an agent. -

.~ Last year I received a letter from. Dr. Powell saying that all
communwa.tmns with the Department were to be sent through
Mr. Todd, the Indian Agent at Metlakahtla.’ I sent through
Mr. Todd, in May last, a request for a supply of medicines, as
it has been the custom of the Department to supply medicines

for the use of the Indians. Month after month passed, but no -

medicines came; and I was obliged to furnish them myself, as I
was constantly vmhng Indians in need of them. Last Decem-

me.

The -Methodist Tshimpsean Indians feeI very keenly the
aspersions on their characters and the unjust comparisons made
by the Joint Commission and in Departmental Reports between
them and the Kincolith Indians. The latter are frequently
referred to-as “loyal” and more “civilized,” and various con-
trasts unfavorable to the Methodist Indians drawn. The facts are

\
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that the latter have been nniformly loyal and law-abiding; while
the Kincoliths, who are now under the Indian Advancement,
o e and who have been so much lauded by the officials, have been in
. * the habit of taking the law into their own hands. No longer
Eﬁro than last summer; they.took the Deputy Fishery- Insgqg@or,
. McNab, before their village council, and demanded that he
hand over to them half ‘the money he.had collected from the
fisheries. . e T T : -

Last spring the same band fired upon an Indian, ArthurClab,
and his family, in his canoe, when about to land at their village.
Not long before; Messrs. McArthur and Roundy, when on their
‘way ‘to their timber limits, leased from the Provincial Govern-
ment, were stopl}i)ed by threats from these same Kincolith

_Indians, who took their boat from them, and by violence pre-
vented thein from going to their limits.

The fact that the Agent, Mr. Todd, has spent nearly the whole
of the year at Metlakhatla and Kincolith, where theré are only
about 300 Indians, has tended to prejudice-the other Indians
against the Department.. He never even made an official visit

- to Port Simpson, unless the occasion on which he accompanied

- Mr. O'Reilly there could be considered one. He has never
visited Skidegate, Gold Harbor, Clue, or Kit-a-maat, where we
have missions and beautiful Christian villages, or Bella Coola,
where there is a less advanced mission; Bella Bella, another
-flourishing mission village, he merely visited in passing, and
did net meet the people officially. . ) .

It has always appeared to the Indians and tite people of the
coast that Bishop ﬁidley had the ear of the Government, and .
at his call a war-ship would -come at any time. At three dif-
ferent times war-ships were sent up to Metakahtla, at great ex-
pense to the Government, and creating a very unhappy feeling
among the Indians. Rev. F. Dunn and his wife, who had been

in charge at Metlakahtla, stated to me that if Bishop Ridley had
not been there, all would have been quiet; that his few adher-
. ents were only kept by presents. In the month of may last, I,

. " with the Rev. A. E. Green, ealled on Dr. Preager, at Nanaimo. .
) . Dr. Preager had been stationed at Metlakahtla, and was Secetary

v of the North Pacific Mission. = - ¢

. . * He told us that while he was at Metlakahtla a trouble arose
- over one of the Indians, & follower of Bishop Ridley, commen-
cing to build a house on a piece of land, to which Mr. Duncan’s
~ Indians objected. Finally, the Bishop laid some charges
against certain Indians, who were ‘tried by Dr. Powell and
another magistrate, who went up on a man-of-war.~ The
charges were dismissed, but -Dr. Powell proposed that both
Mr. Duncan’s Indians and Bishop Ridley’s should agree to let
the disputed land remain unoccupied, neither party to take it,
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" . for the Methodist Church to send a teacher there.
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and so avoid further trouble. Indians of both parties, with
"Mr..Duncan and Bishop Ridley, agreed to this. - Shortly after=
wards Bishop Ridley sailed for England, leaving Dr. Preager
and Rev. Mr. Duncan-in charge at Metlakahtla, and all went
quietly. Although there were two churches, there was no
clashing. This went on for several months, till they received
a letter from Bishop Ridley, saying things were growing too
quiet at Metlakahtla, and that they should tell Moses Venn (the
man who ‘had been stopped before) to go on and build “his
house on the disputed land, and so excite Mr. Duncan’s Indians,
and then the Government would move to put Mr. Duncan and
his people down. Dr. Preager wrote the Bishop to the effect
that he would do no such thing.
In regard to the reported outbreak on the Upper Skeena, last
“summer, after Kit-wan-cool Jim -had shot the con’uror, I would
say that reports were much exaggerated by interested parties.
If Mr. Graham, an old and. tried magistrate from that part of
the country, had been allowed to remain there the whole,
. trouble might have been averted ; and if the special constables
sent up had acted with ordinary prudence, no special difficulty
need have been encountered. As to the war-ship being sent up,.
there was no need of that whatever.  When Mr. Royeroft in-
quired into the matter he strongly censured the course.of the
constables. So that the fact in the whole trouble was caused,
not by the “ misleading” Methodist missionaries, as some of the
press of this country had it, but by the blundering of Govern- -
ment officials.

I solemnly declare the foregoing statement to be true,/to the
best of my knowledge and belief.

. 'T. Crossy.
MarcH 22nd, 1889. . -

Copy.]

e DECLARATION OF REV.-J. A. WOOD.

1 solemnly declare that I was in Victoria on July 17th, 1882,
and in company with Rev. T. Crosby, and Mr. D. Jennings,
went to Dr. Powell’s office.  ~ e

Mr. Crosby asked Dr. Powell if there would be anything in
the way of the Methodist Chuich sending a teacher t6 Skide- ,
gate, Queen Charlotte’s Island. Dr. Powell replied in this way:
There cannot now be any objection, as the other Church has
not sent one; and he said he thought it would be a good thing

J. A. Woop.
. Signed in the presence of, :

F. W. FosTER, J.P., }
- . Clinton, B.q.

DeceMBER 5th, 1888.
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Copy.] .
“7..  AFFIDAVIT OF REV. D/ JENNINGS.
Sometime between the 13th and the 16th of July, in the year

1882, I remember going in compgny with the Rev. ‘Thomas

Crosby and James A, Wood to thd. office of the Indian Depart-

ment of the Provincew of  Brifish;Columbia, which was then on

Wharf Street, Victoria. We had awr interview with 1. W Powell,

Esq., M.D., Superintendent of Indian affairs. The conversation

was carried on mainly between Mr. Crosby and Dr. Powell

Among the topics discussed yere the line separating the land of

the Hudson’s Bay Company/from the Indian reservation, and the

condition of. the Skidegate Indians in regard to schools, ete.

About Skidegate, the con¥ersation took the following turn:

Mr Crosby asked, “ Has the Bishop sent a teacher to Skide-
gate?” :
Dr. Powell answere
Mzr. Crosby asked,

not likely to send, a

send gne 2" ' S
Dr. Powell answered, “ By all means, Mr. Crosby.” -~ - . -
I am not prepargd to say the above are the exact words use

by these gentlemen on that occasion, but I do affirm the above

to be a correct report of the substance of what passed between
them on the question of sending a teacher to Skidegate.

D. JENNINGS.

Sworn to béfore me this third day of December, A.D., 1888,
at Port Simpson, in the Province of British Columbia.

/, “I am not aware that he has.”
case the Bishop has not sent, and is
her to Skidegate, had we not better

P

e S. Y. Woorrox, o
A:Stipendiary Magistrate and Justice of the’™
- Peace in and for the Province v

of British Columbia.
h . / T
Copy‘} //'/ R - . )
LETTER OF REV. THOMAS CROSBY TO THE SUPER-
INTENDENT GENERAL OF INDIAN AEFAIRS.

To t%e RicET HONORABLE SIR JOHN A MACDONAILD, Supeﬁn’
, tendent General of Indian Affairs, Canadd.
- Bm— - S
I beg to be allowed the liberty of addressing you on the- -,
» /dubjecb of Indian affairs in the Province of British Columbia,a -
8 i~

®

ubject (as I think) of/the utmost importance, |both to the
- / Indians themselves and fto the government who Hold them as
/ wards. In the first plage, I should like to call ypur attention
to the quéStion of Imoiis n lands in that Province. | At the time

a
' o
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of Confederation it was stipulated that the Indians should be’

treated as liberally as they had.been treated under the Colonial
Government ; but an examination revealed the fact that that had
been far from what was right and just. At Cowichan, Saanich,
Nanaimo, and many other places where the Indians had cleared
land for potato-patches, white men have been allowed to come
in and pre-empt these patches, and secure government titles for
them, and the Indians have been driven off--driven from the
very lands they had themselves cleared and cultivated. They
have been compelled to suffer this injustice both in Vancouver
Island and on the Lower Fraser, and, I believe, also in the
Thompson River country, until tribe after tribe has been
crowded out, and their rights encroached upon until, in many
instances, scarce an acre of good land is left for the Indians.
Soon after Confederation the present Superintendent of Indian
Affairg in British Columbia, Dr. Powell, hegan to look into this

matter, but for some reason unknown to the writer, failed to -

secure redress for those grievances on account of which-the
Indians most justly complain.

It will be remembered that Lord Du@%n—,- in his address at

Victoria, on the occasion of his visit to Britisk Columbia, stated

that Her Majesty’s. Government never took lands from the
aboriginal. tribes of any country without making a proper
treaty with them, and no treaty baving been made with the
natives of British Columbia, the country still by right belongs
to them. Not only has no treaty been made with them, but
where reserves have been laid out, the small amount of land
allowed them is a gross injustice, both to the Indians and to the
" Dominion Government, under whose care they are placed. The
Indians throughout the country are aware of the wrong which
is being done them, and the sooner, therefore, the matter is
righted the better. Much dissatisfaction has arisen from the
way in which the present Land Commissioner has laid out what
he calls their’ reserves. In many cases the Indians have not
been consulted at all. Apparently they are the very last parties
whose interests are to be considered. When (as in some cases)
the Indians have asked for a council to talk the matter over, he
has told them that he had no time to hear them, and went on
laying out his so-called reserves. -

Now, whatever may be said of the difficulty at this date of
finding suitable lands for the Indians in the more seitied parts
of the country, it cannot be . difficult to do so in the northern
part of the Province; where there are no claims to be considered
but those of the Indians; and there can be no reason why the

, Indians of those regions should not be allowed a large tract of
-country for their hunting-grounds, and such portions of .sea
coast and rivers as may be necessary for fishing purposes. The
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country is rough and mountainous, and better adapted for
hunting than for anything else. © 0

The people of Port Simpson have requested that a certain
section on the coast be granted them. To thig the Commission
has objected. Since then they have asked that the whole

peninsula be gran,tea to themselves and other Indians who

reside upor’ it (in all gbout two thousand people). This isa

most reasonable request; but this, also, they have failed “to T

secure. _ “ ~
The fishing stations of the various tribes are also of the

utmost importance to them, and .should be properly set apart '

for"their benefit. What has been said is equally applicabie to
the coast tribes and to those of the interior. I beg, also, to call
your attention to the management of the Indian agencies; and
the distribution of the very liberal grant made by the Dominion
Government for the benefit of the Indians. Out-of $40,000

given for the instruction and civilization of these tribes, only a

very small portion is so applied. Absolutely nothing has been
done by the agencies to break up the cruel, heathen practices
and wild, demoniac orgies of the people. In fact the agencies
seem rather to encourage than restrain them in these things.
Have the agencies done anything to stimulate industrious
habits ? I know of at least one sober, industrious tribe, who
have for five years held an apnual industrial show, and who
have repeatedly applied in vain to the local Indian Department
for some little hef)p or encouragement in the way of prizes for
successful exhibitors. [The reference here is to the Indians of
Port Simpson.]

As regards the degrading heathen practices, the Govern-
ment has the power through the agencies to stop them entirely,
if it will. Yet I ask, what is being done in this direction ?
In some instances a majority of the tribe are in favor of
abandoning them, but are powerless in their efforts to entirely
eradicate them, because the agencies do not encourage them
inr their efforts, while the agents musé be aware that the weeks
and months spent in wild, heathen dancing, and the reckless
destruction of property, and the degrading cruel rites attend-
. ing these practices, constantly preclude the possibility of im-
provement. : '

. Ibeg to inquire if it is the intention of the Government (as

it is rumored) to prevent the attendance at the Indian schools
of the unfortunate half-breed children, who, deserted by their
fathers, are living in the camps entirely dependent on their
poor Indian mothers and relatives. In many cases these are

_ the most destitute and degraded found among these people, and -

to leave them without care and instruction is to raise up a
class of desperadoes (like the McLean boys of Thompson’s River),
of the most dangerous and troublesome type.

-
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Adverting to the question of Indian ﬁshenes, I beg to remmd

you that it is -of the utmost impértance to the natives that the’

fishing.laws be enforced more rigidly than they now are, for the °

better preservation of the means of subsistence for the numerous
trlbes along the coast.
‘inng ‘that this whole matter may early receive your ca.reful
era.tlon I bave the honor to be, sir,
i Your. obedleft servant,
o . Tros. CROSBY.

_ ™Porr Smrsbx, 1882.

Copy] L s

LETTER OF PROTEST OF INDIAV CHIEFS AND
g OTHERS AT PORT SIMPSON.

. ToP. OReILLY, Esq., Indian Reserve Commissioner. -

Hox. Sir,—
We the Indian poﬁulatxon of Port Simpson regret to
‘hear that in your interview with Moses McDonald, one of our
chiefs, and others of our people to-day, you expréssed the opin-

v Methodist Missionary, Port Simpson, B.C.”

ion that our reserve should extend only south of our village,

. site, and include no land to the north of us.- Now we cannot
feel that this is just, and we wish, by this letter, to strongly
protest against any such réserve bemc assigned us. . The land
to the south of us for miles is worthless, and would not furnish

‘ . us'with firewood.

The whole country, from the Naas River to the Skeena
River, has been in the possession of our nation from time
jmmemorial. No treaty has ever been made with us, and we
earnestly hope that the Government will not deprive us of our
ancient rights,"and wrest from us the lands which God ga¥e to

~our fathers, thus leaving us in poverty. We do not wish to

put any obstruction in the way. of the Government deahng with

the land, but, after duly considering the matter, we have de-

cided to ask for a reserve extending from Mal-co, seven miles .

to the south of our village, and to Con-e-mis, ten miles to the
north, and ten miles more or.less- back from the salt water,
‘togethar with the-istands lying xmmedm.tely a.long the coast in
the vicinity of our village. »

If this reserve cannot be made us, ‘we ha.ve but one other
proposition to make, that is, that the whole Tsimpshean penin-
‘sula be reserved to us and our children in conjunction with the
people of the neighboring village of Metlakatlah, excepting only
such claims as have already been established by law. The
whole of the said peninsula to be divided into two portions for

- K
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the people of Metlahkatlah and ourselves respectively, according
to the population of each .

- Independent of our land reserves, we desire that our fishing
stations on the Naas and Skeena rivers be secured to us asa

- matter, of the greatest impoxtance.

Hoping that our claims inay be kindly considered by the -
Government we shall ever pray. Signed on behalf of the
people residing at Port Simpson,

Their Marks - ’ His Mark

" (Chief) PAUL X SCOW-GATE. ApaM X CLARK.
JaMEs x Haywarp. RicuABD WILSON,
(Chief) ALBERT X E. NELsoN. JOSEPH MORRISON.
(Chief) Mosts x McDoNaLD. TaoMAs WRIGHT.

P.S.—The land spoken of in our first request would include
most of our potato-patches and some of our fishing- grounds,
Four years ago, in anticipation of a visit from the Land Com-
missioner, we agreed to requést this as our reserve. You say
the land is worthless, so it is for a great many purposes; but it
is our fathers’ inheritance, and unless the Government gives us'

_ something better, we wish to hold to our claim.

PorT Smvpsox, B.C.,
Oct. 5th, 1881.

~

Copy.)

STATEMENT OF REV. A. E. GREEN,

METHODIST MISSIONARY AT Naas RIVER.

I first heard of the land question from the lips of the Rev.
William Pollard, in the year 1874, when he returned from
visiting the Indians at Port Simpson. In the district meeting,
he declared that he found the Indians greatly excited, and much
disatisfied, as white men were going in and taking up land, and
the Indians claimed the land, and looked upon men who took
up land as trespassers. . ;

" I came to Naas River first in the spring of 1877, and was
advised to look out and pre-empt a piece of land to erect mission
buildingg on, and to use for a boys' industrial school. But 1
found the idea of ownership so strong among the Indians, that
I bad to give that project up. I soon found that this feeling
was general. Every mountain, every valley, every stream was
named, and every piece belonged to some particylar family.
This ‘claim was recognized by all the white men, viz, Harve

Snow, James Grey, T 7. Robinson, who rented small sites from

- the Indians for fishing puql)loses, and paid the Indians regular
en ¢

rent for the same. Wh e two last named men applied and
received Crown grants from the Provincial Government, and

i
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the Indians were made to give up their gardens and to remove
their houses off the land that had Been granted to these white
men, so strong was the ‘feeling against these white men taking
~ this land, that Grey only got his surveyed by promising & saw-
mill should be built on it. The ten acres at Fishery Bay
was not, and never has been, surveyed. I wish to point out
these facts, because Dr. Powell, Indian Superintendent, has
tried to make it appear that it is only during the last few years
that the Indians have made a claim to the land. Both he, the
Reserve Commissioner O’Reilly, and the members of the Pro-
vineial Government claim it is only since the trouble took place
at Metlakahtla, between Mr. Duncan and Bishop Ridley, in the

year 1881, that the Indians claimed to be the owners of the

land. I can state nrost positively that this is not correct, as in

1877 they would not allow any one to use any land, without

leave from them, and payment. .

In 1880, Mr. H. E. Croasdaile had a foreman named Mr. Nice,
and he erected a large trap to catch salmon in the Naas River.
The day that it was towed and placed in position the Indians
became very excited, and stopped the work. Mr. Nice wrote,
asking me to go down, as he was afraid the Indians would shoot
him.‘ I went; and the Indians, to the number of about 700,
met together. I heard them, and urged them to”leave the
matter with Dr. Powell. I went at once—fifty miles—to Port
Simpson, and wrote Dr. Powell in regard to the matter. He

acknowledged my letters, and said he would inquire into the -

matter. I do not know if he did so_or not; but I know
the Indians did not hear from him again, and'the trap was
allowed to remain iy the place the Indians complained of, till
carried off by the icé. I state this part for the pupose of show-
ing that it is not true that I have ever tried to set the Indians
against the white men, but that T have gone to great trouble
and expense to appease the Indians, and to prevail upon them
to permit work to go on; and, also, to show the little interest
Dr. Powell took to place these matters right. ,

In May of 1878, Mr. James Grey came to the mission-house
with ‘a letter, which he handed nie to read; it was from Mr. C.
Youmans, Skeena Forks, asking Mr. J. J. Robertson, J.P., to
@0 to his relief, stating that Indians had robbed his store, and
that he was afraid of his life, and dare not.leave his house.
Mr. Robertson had gone to San Francisco, and yas not expected
back for several months. Grey asked me to go. I went;
walked 180 miles; fouhd Mr. Youmans was living in great fear
of the Indians. I called them together, explained to them how
bad it was to steal, and treat Mr. Youmans the way they had
done. They said they would not return the goods to Youmans,
but would give them to me. The women shortly brought the

]
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" goods, nearly one hundred dollars worth, and put them down
at my feet, and I returned them to Mr-Youmans, and made
peace between them. Yet Dr. Powell calls me a “ misleader.”

Some years ago, I, with Rev. T. Crosby, accompanied Charles
Russ and Chief Mountain, two Naas Indians who were sent by
the tribe, to wait on Dr. Powell in regard to matters affecting
their people. ‘Rev. T.Crosby and I went with these men to call
on Dr. Powell; he shook hands with them, and they told him they
had come a great distance to have & long talk with him. He
promised to meet them the following morning at his office,.and
hear all they had to say; but early the next morning he sent,
us word, through Rev. R H. Smith (since deceased), that he;
would not meet the Indians. Mr. Crosby and I called on Dr.|
Powell, when he still refused to see the Indians, but said Mr. \\
Crosby could write him if he chose; and so the promise to the *
Indians was broken, and the statement made by Dr. Powell to
the Department that his * conference with the deputation was
fully completed, and his replywread to the-Indians, and then
handed to the Rev. R. H. Smith,” is not correct. The delega-
tion was not heard through, no reply was read to them, and
none was handed to Mr. Smith in my presence, and Mr. Smith
expressed himself as profoundly surprised the following morning
when Dr. Powell refused to meet the delegation. The Indians
returned home to tell their friends that Dr. Powell broke his
word with them .

At the village of Kit-wan-silh, about thirty-five miles up the
river, a chief named Job Calder accepted the Gospel, with his
family, and opened his house for a school. William.H. Pierce
taught school in this house, and about twenty young people
placed themselves, with the chief, under the care of the Metho-
dist. Church. The teacher lived<in the house used for school
and preaching. Thé housg was large, about fifty feet square,
used in the past for.the heathen dance and potlatch, The chief
now proposed to take it down, and rebuild it; I "offered. him
shingles and nails, and promised to help him to ‘make it much
smaller, so it would be more suitable for school and church.
When we had the roof off, and were working inside on the new:
foundation, a large number of old men and women, led on- by
an old medicine-man, came and forcibly prevented us.” An old
man tore my coat, and badly tore the flesh from my arm, and
we had to stop. :I went to Port Simpson, eonsulted Mr. Crosby,
then laid it before Mr. R. H. Hall, J.P., who issued summonses.
The Indians appeared, excepting the one who tore my arm; he
ran away. Mr. Hall heard the case, and said the Indians were
decidedly wrong, but he thought it would be better to present
the matter to the Indian Superintendent, Dr. Powell, and the
Attorney-General at Victoria; so he wrote out, and the Indians
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signed, an agreement to abide by the answer, and that they
would not interfere with the re-Luilding of the bouse, if Dr..
Powell and the Attorney-General said it could go up. Dr.
Powell and the Attorney-General answered, through R. H. Hall,
J.P, that if the majority of the Indians were against it; then it
could not go up, and we must stop till we had a majority. The
chief thought 1t hard that he could not improve his own house,
and it broke up our little work there for some time, and the-
chief had to leave that village and come down to Greenville,
where he still resides. I wish to point out the unfairness qf
this treatment, and how different from the way the Department
and the Provincial Government treated Bishop Ridley while he
headed a very small minority at Metlakahtla, the majority
numbering above eight hundred, while the Bishop did not have
over eighty, yet both Dr. Powell and the two Governments
upheld the minority, and would not let the majority rule. Why
should this difference be made? A Methodist minority had no
‘rights, and neither the Department nor the Government would
protect them. But a Church of England minority was pro-
tected by special constables, magistrates, and men-of-war.

When Mr. Roycroft snd Judge Elliott failed to secure
Indians to take them up to’Skeena Forks to secure a murderer,
I secured Indians to guide and pack for them, and.so enabled
them to accomplish their mission with little expense to the
Government. And later, when the Indians at Skeena Forks
had.so threatened the Hudson’s Bay Company manager, Mr:
Sampere, that he had left the place, I met him about fourteen’
miles below the Forks, and he told me of the excitement among
the Indians, and how they had sent him away; I went on and
held & meeting with the Indians, and prevailed upon them to
be quiet ard not to interfere with the white men, and by so
doing prevented a trouble that might have cost the Govern-
ment much money, and some blood.

In the fall of 1881, Mr. O'Reilly came to the river and
proceeded to lay off some reserves. In November of that year
I arrived in Victoria, from a visit to England. Mr. O'Reilly
took me to his office and told me what be had done at Naas in
my absence. He told me that at Fishery Bay (Reserve No.10),
he had made a commonage of one chain deep all along the bank
of the river; that back of that one chain he had reserved for
our Indians of Greenville (Lach-al-tsap); that at Canaan and
Bed Cliffs he had.made one chain deep commonage, and back
of that he had reserved for the Kineolith people. I was'greatly
surprised when I heard that he (Mr. O'Reilly) declared that
he did not give it to the Lach-al-tsap people. 1 first heard of
this change by the Chief of Kineolith people, who came up here
with a map, and said that the land marked on it belonged to
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.them. I saw Reserve No. 10 was marked on this map, and the

A

map was headed “XKincolith Indian Reserves” I at once -
wrote to Mr. O'Reilly and to Dr. Powell in regard to this, but
neither of them answered my letters. I wrote asking for a
map for our Indians, but no notice was taken of the letter.
Our Indians became much excited when the Kincolith people

. showed their map to that land which was promised them by
" Mr. O'Reilly. As soon as possible I obtained the Blue Beoks

on Indian Affairs for 1882, which contained Mr. O'Reilly’s
report, and read this to the Indians. Mr. O'Reilly there states
that on going to Fishery Bay (Stony Point, Reserve No. 10),
he found some twelve or fifteen families residents of Lach-al-
tsap (Gréenville) residing there, who had been attracted by
work at Mr. Croasdaile’s scannery. He then states in the said
report that he arranged a commonage of one chain deep, along
the bank of the river, and arranged that the resident Indians
should have the exclusive right to land back of the commonage.
The Indians took the book and read this for themselves and
were satisfied, saying : “ The word in the book is like the word
he spoke to us here, so it cannot be true that he has given our
land to the Kincolith people.” As I was unable to get any
answer to the letters written on this matter, either from Dr.
Powell or Mr. O'Reilly, I -wrote to the Honorable Superin-
tendent-General of Indian Affairs, under date of April 3rd,
1886, and in course of time received from Ottawa the answer
given by Mr. O'Reilly to the Department, in which he states
that in laying off these reserves on the Naas River, he laid
them off as a whole, not designating to which part of the tribe
any reserve should belgng. Bw&t this is not correct, for he
specially nam§sthat he reserved it for the “resident Indians,”
and names them Dy calling them “the residents of Lach-al-
tsap.” Then, again, in laying off Canaan Reserve, and Red
Clitfs Reserve, Mr. O’'Reilly states that he arranged that the
residents of Kincolith should have the exclusive right to the
land back of the one chain commonage at both these reserves. -
Mr. O'Reilly admits thaf, and those Indians are undisturbed in
what he first promised them. And it is very strange that he
should still declare that he did not reserve No. 10 for our
people. If it was true, as he states, that he did not reserve it
to the residents back of the one chain, then he is open to the
charge .of being very partial, in that he gave the Church
Mission Indians, of Kincolith, the land back of reserves at
Canaan, and at the Red Cliffs, and did not reserve the back of
No. 10 to our people, although he found them residing on the
said land. The. Reserve No. 10, claimed by Lach-al-tsap
people, is three miles from the winter village named Lach-al-
tsap (Greenville), and is about sixteen miles from the Kincolith
N
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village. The Lach-al-tsap people live there, on Reserve No. 10,
about seven months of the year; the Kincolith and other
Indians, about six weeks, to fish the oolachan.

Dr. Powell sent me a letter to read to the Indians, to the
effect that the potlatch was now unlawful. I read the letter to
those Indians who were accustomed to the holding of potlatch
feasts, etc,,'and the Indians were willing to stop if such was the
law ; but a short time after a further letter was received from
Dr. Powell, informing the Indians that the Government would
not prevent them from returning property which they owed on
account of previous potlatches. If Dr. Powell knows anything
about_potlatches he must know that a potlatch means to return
property already received and owing, with a large addition to
it. - So that the receiver is immediately indebted to the man he

. receives the present from. It did not require a circular to tell

the Indians that the Government would not prevent them from
paying their debts. I represented this matter to Hon. Superin-

- tendent-General of Indian Affairs, and received from Ottawa

Dr. Powell’s reply, in which he.quotes my allegations that
“Judge Elliott will not take action in the matter, shielding
himself with Dr. Powell’s circular.” Dr. Powell then states
that the reason alleged is not a tenable one, and further says

- he has no hesitation in pronouncing the statement a very

improbable one. Now, I affirm that what I wrote is true. I,

- with Rev. T. Crosby, Rev. D. Jennings and Rev. G. F. Hopkins,

called in a body ¢on Mr. Elliott, asking him to enforce the law
against potlatches, and against the making and selling of whisky
to Indians He replied he would try and stop the whisky,
but could not interfere with the potlatches on account of Dr.
Powell’s circular, a copy of which he read to us. I also declare
the statement made by Dr. Powell to the Department that the
potlateh is dying out, is not correct. <o i

In the month of January, 1887, I was asked by a large num- *

-ber of Indians to go to Victoria with a deputation of Indians

to wait on the Provincial Government, and Dr. Powell and Mr.
O’Reilly, going in winter six huundred miles, at great expense.
‘We reached Victoria, and it was arranged to see the Provinecial
Government, and Dr. Powell and Mr. O'Reilly, on- the 2nd of
February, but just before the time fixed for the meeting we
were notified that it would not take place till another day, and
afterwards were told that neither Rev..T. Crosby nor myself
would be permitted to be present at the interview. The Hon.
Jobn Robson, Provincial Secretary; informed Mr. Crosby and
myself that Dr. Powell and Mr. O'Reilly refused to meet the
Indians with the members of the Provincial Government if the
missionaries (Rev. T. Grosby and myself) were present. It is
well known that the missionaries of the Church of England are
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treated in a very different manner; that. ey have the ear of
. _'the Government ;"and they boast in the Regiaet of the Church of
" England Missionary Society that they coutd and did get, through -
the Bishop of Columbia’s application to the Department, a gun-
boat despatched to Metlakahtla.
Dr. Powell again and again makes it appear-through his_
reports, etc., that I have led the Indians on the Naa§ t& oppose
the Government, and that our Indians are not loyal. - [ declare
that such is not the case, but quite thé-rafiefse. I have always
taught our Indians to respect the Queen’slaws;.and our Indians,
I affirm, are quite loyal. On the -other hand, Dr. Powell seeks
" in his reports to convey the idea that, while.the Methodist
Indians -are dissatizgfied and disloyal, the Church of England
Indians are both' satisfied and loyal. “This is most misleading, .
for it was the-Indians of-Kincolith who, by force, took McArthur ,
- and Roundy out of-their boat, and prevented them from cutting
timber on land forty miles from Kincolith, which they (the
white men) held under a timber lease from the Provincial
Government. These same Indians fired on Arthur Clah and
family, when Clah was passing this mission village last spring
in his eance. During the past summer these same Indians took
the Deputy Fish Inspector, Mr. McNab, to their village, and
insisted on his handing over to them the money he had collécted _ i
from boat fisheries on the river, declaring both land and water
belonged to them. The Methodist Indians have remained
:quiet, and yet are branded disloyal, and their missionaries are
.called “ misleaders;” and those who have disturbed the peace
~.are held up as intelligent and loyal Indians.
. I also submit that Mr. O'Reilly showed partiality in laying
. off reserves, On going to Massett, Queen Charlotte’s Islands, he
' laid out the reserve, but did not include in the reserve the land .
on which the Charch Mission building stood. He allowed
twelve acres to remain out of the reserve, so the mission author-"
ities could purchase it from the Provincial Government, and so
secure a deed for the same. But at every Methodist mission
he included all land, with mission buildings, in the Indian
reserves. . -
Between three and four years ago Bishop Ridley wrote a
letter on board the steamer Otter, at Naas River, and sent it to -
Dr. Powell, Indian Superintendent, in which he reflected on
Methodist missionaries and' their teachings—a very incorrect
and misleading letter. Dr. Powell at once sent the letter to the
Provincial Government in Victoria. The following séssion of
the Provincial Legislature, W. Raybould, M.P.P. for. Nanaimo,
1 . moved for a return of all corfespondence between all parties
[ A and the Government in regard to Indian affairs on the North-
West coast. The motion was carried, but when the correspon-




o~

Rad

21 - e

dence was presented, Bishop Ridley’s:letie;f was not brought
down, although this was what was wanted, and the Honorable

- Provincial- Seeretary bad informed me that it could be pro-

cured through a motion in the House.. But it was withheld, so
that we did not have the opportunity to answer the false
charges made therein. -

Further, I wish to say that in the month of May of the pre-
sent year, I, with Rev. T. Crosby, called on Dr. Preager at his
house in Nanaimo, and that Dr. Preager there told Mr. Crosby

and me that he was stationed at Metlakahtla with Bishop-

Ridley, and that he was Secretary of the North Pacific Mission;
‘that a trouble arosgwver one of the- Indians, a follower of
Bishop Ridley, commencihg to build a House on & piece of land
to which Mr. Duncan’s Indians objected. Finally, the Bishop
laid some charges against certain Indians: who were tried by
Dr. Powell and another magistrate, who went up on a man-of-
war. The ‘charges were dismissed, but Dr. "Powell proposed
that both Duncan’s Indians and Bishop Ridley’s shoald agree
to let the disputed land remain unoccupied, neither party to

take it, and so avoid further trouble. Tndians of both parties,

with Mr. Dunecan and Bishop Ridley, agreed to this. Shortly
afterwards Bishop Ridley sailed for England, leaving Dr.
Preager and Rev. F. Dunn in charge of Metlakahtls, and all
went quietly. Although there were two Churches there was
no clashing, and this went on for several months, till they
received a letter from Bishop Ridley saying things were grow-
ing too quiet at Metlakahtla, and that they should tell Mose
Venn (the same man who had been stopped before) to go on
and build his house on the disputed land, and so excite Mr.
Dunecan’s Indians,-and then the Government would move and
put Mr. Duncan and*his people down. Dr. Preager was told by
the Bishop to stir up the trouble for this purpose, and yet Dr.
Powell holds up Bishop Ridley and his teaching, and cries down
Mt. Duncan, so blind is he to facts.

The land that has been reserved so far is not sufficient for
the Indians. It is of little use to judge by the number of acres,
as I can declare that not one acre in ten is Suitable for use.
NotJonly should guantity, but also quality, be considered in lay-
-ingpff Indian reserves. I wrote to the Superintendent-Greneral
at Ottawa, in regard to the poor quality of the land around
Greenville (Lach-al-tsap), and stated that Mr. O'Reilly’s report
“that the land was good, and that all kinds of grain except
wheat would do well,” was incorrect; that no grain would ripen
and that even potatoes are very soft. I received from Ottawa
Mr. O'Reilly’s reply, in which he re-affirms it to be good. I
declare that, from twelve years’ residence on the river, I am
able to say that the land is very poor. Mr. O. Reilly forwarded

f
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to the Department a letter cut out of the Colonist newsigf.per, of
Victoria, and written by J. B. McCullough, of Nass River, in
re%a.rd to certain‘lands being good, and led the Department to
believe that- the said letter referred to the land of which the
quality was in question; but such was not the case. Mr.
McCullough was referring to land more than seventy-five miles
distant from the land in dispute. I wrote about the poor
quality of the land around Lach-al-teap and lower Naas, and I
beg to refer to published “Report of Conference between the
Provincial Government and Indian Delegates from Port Simp-
son and Naas Rivers,” page 268, in which Mr. O'Reilly speak-
7ing of this very land, says, “ The land is all poor land and
becomes overflowed. It is not good land, for the instant you
‘g(-)eb out of swamp you get into rock.” It is quite evident Mr.
"Reilly has changed his tune about the quality of this land
since his surveyol:‘ghs.s been over the ground.. But-why should
be write and deny my statement before he ascertained if it was’

¢ eorrect or not.

I submit, that Dr. Powell and the Department. take more
notice of the words of, and grants more favors to, Church Mission -
Indians of Kincolith, who number about 200, than of the other
700 Indians on the river. A large grant’ for windows, nails, -
ete., ete., to-assist in building, was granted to the Church Mission;
but although such help was urgently needed by our Indians,

- and application was made to Dr. Powell, we failed to secure
any.

the Indians that an answer would be sent, but thirteen months
have passed and no reply has been reeceived. * >

. ALFRED E. GREEN.
Naas Rrvg:x, Nov. 27th, 1888. Methodist Manister, Naas River.

@} The Commissioners, Messrs. Cornwall and Plants; prom.ised

ELIZABETH SAVAGE,
Witness.

Coﬁy.] - N ; .!——'——
SUPBLEM_ENTARY STATEMENT BY MR. GREEN.
’ GREENVILLE, Naas RIVER, Feb. 4th, 1889.

I declare that I was on board the steamer Grappler at

. Fishery Bay, going down to Pert Simpson; and, as the steamer
was about to start, Mr. H. E.- Croasdaile came on board, and
told me that he had received authority from Indian Superin-
tendant Powell to decide as to whether the Methodist or the
Church of England should have, school and preaching in the
villiage of Kit-lach-damux ; and, for that purpose, he was going
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to call the men of Kit-lach-damux, on the following Saturday,
“to vote. He further said that he had informed Mr. Shutt and
Rev. Mr. Collison, of the Church Missionary Society, and thesg., .
two gentlemen had already gone up to Kit-lach-damux. - I pre=3< - .
tested against the whole arrangement as being unfair, asnota
quarter of the people of the village were then at home ; and,furs. .
ther, I protested against the. people being. called down thirty
miles to vote ; and, also, against Nﬁ- Shuttand Mr. Collisgn hav-
ing been specially favored with early information, so that they
could go and try to influence the vote of these poor people.
I pointed out that we had the first school in that village, and
announced my determination of reporting the matter to my-.
Chairman, Rev. T. Crosby, which I did. ' N
Dr. Powell tried for a long time to work us out of Kit-lach-
damux. c . -
Signed, | o
o T ALFRED E. GREEN,
Methodist Missionary.

.00py~] ) ,
MR. CROSBY’S LETTER TO MR. CROASDAILE, re VOTE
ON THE SCHOOL AT KIT-LACH-DAMUX.

Port StmpsoN, July 12th, 1881.

M=z. CROASDAILE.
—

Sir,— .

I am informed by Mr. Green that you stated, on his
leaving Naas on Saturday last, that this week you should call
the people from Kit-wan-silh and Kit-lach-damux to a meeting:
at your fishery to take their vote, which is to decide as to which

. mission school the said people prefer. There is to be only one
stuch mission school at each village; and that you have been
authorized by Dr. Powell to settle this whole matter. Allow
me the liberty of saying that, in the first place, I do nof think
this is the proper time for such vote, as the people are very

" much scattered, and-but very few of them could be got together.

In the next place, I do not think that the fishery is the -
groper place for such a meeting, as the distance from their
omes is so great that they will not come ; -and, again, all parties
concerned should be notified of such a meeting, and ample time
given, so that they could be there. Such a meeting should be
held in the village, and a majority vote of all male members, over

twenty-one years of age, should settle it. _ .

- As we have had school at the said villages for a.bout}four
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years (when the people were home), and this before any other
Churdch had a school there. In the name of the Methodist Church
we demand the courtesy and fair treatment in this matter that

‘we have been wont to receive from the Government in other

parts of the Dominion, and feel compelled to protest against

“the order in such a way for the purpose mentioned.

I am, Sir,
¥ " Yours truly,
) o= T. CROSBY.

————— .

LETTER FROM MR. CROSBY TO DR. POWELL, e
SCHOOL AT UPBPER-NAAS VILLAGE.

.- Pomr SiMpsoN, Sept. 1882.
J. W. Powerr, M.D. - A

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your.

" letter of the 7th August, in which you call my attention

to certain remarks made;in your last report to the Superinten-
dent-General of Indian Affairs, with regard to the state of

" affairs at the upper village on the Naas River, and also fo a

recommendation from the Superintendent-Genperal that the’
two missionary societies, Anglican and Methodist, who have
stations in various places, should come to some mutual under-
standing as to the field to be occupied by each.

In reply, I would say that I think you have in some measure
misunderstood the Indians of the Upper Naas villages when’
yon say that the Indians urge the want of harmony between
the* two societies'as an objection to. securing either. The
facts of the case are, we were the first to send teachers to those
villages, and were well received by the natives; and the present
opposition to Church and school I believe to be owing not to -
the existence of two churches among them, but through the
influence of a low, wicked white man named Redgraves, who
lived at Kit-lach-damux for several years. Until that time our
school there did well. I much regret that the apparent opposi-

tion between the two societies should exist, and 1 have asked =

that the missionaries of the C. M. S. present a plan that might

. serve as a basis for the division of the field, while we would be

prepared to offer our views and to refer the matter to the mis-
sionary societies for' ratification. Our plans have in several
instances been seriously interfered with by the other Church.
Last fall we left Kit-lach-damux, thinking it unadvisable that
two should be working in one little village, but during all the
time we were absent the place was also unoecupied by the other
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Chureh, while immediately after a visit Mr. Robinson and I
made there a few weeks ago, Bishop Ridley sent a native
teacher to begin work. . :

The Forks of the Skeena was one of our stations, ‘and a mis- -

sionary teacher resided among them some time. For want of a.
suitable man it was unoccupied for something over a year, when
Mr. Tate was appointed. hile Mr. Tate was _on his way to
take up his residence there, Bishop Ridley took Mr. Collinson
from Metlakahtla and sent him to occupy the Forks.  Then

- the fdct of the Bishop’s building his house at Port Simpson

has suggested the idea of ‘opposition at least to the minds of the
Indians. However, in spite of these difficulties, I trust a better
state of things may soon be brought about. :

Yours truly,
T. Crossy.

Copy.] - . . :
LETTER OF JAMES DEANS TO REV. T. CROSBY re
SKIDEGATE SCHOOL, ETC. .
SKIDEGATE Towﬁ:, Nov. 19th, 1888.

Lo the REv. THOS. CROSBY.
DeaRr Sir—

In answer to your few questions in connection with the
Indian tribes of Queen Charlotte’s [slands,—more particularly
those of the Skidegate village,—I send you the following: As
I quote from memory, I may be a little astray in the dates. If

I happen to err in the dates, the statements are not the less

true. In the summer of 1879, 1 happened to be on these islands

‘in July and in November. During my stay, I had many a

conversation with these Indians, more especially the Skide-
gates, who told me they had repeatedly requested Dr. Powell
to send them a teacher, and that he had failed to do so, and
that he also had promised to send them one at a given time,
which was passed, and none had come. They further asked me
if I would go and see Dr. Powell when I got to Victoria, and
remind him of his promise, which I did, and got a very unfavor-
able answer; the exact words I forget. At another time,—I
forget the date,—they told me that they had Mr. Collinson, from

Massett, a few times, and Mr. Sneath, connected with the .

Anglican Church. The former had built a small church, in
which service. was held. They said after Mr. Sneath left they
had been without a teacher of any sort for a long time. They
further told me that a number of them, while at Port Simpson,

-
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p had applied to Mr. Crosby for a teacher, who had refused
to send ome, because the other Church had the field, and he
could not send ome. After much pressing, they told me Mr. ‘
Crosby said he would be in Vietoria, where he would see Dr.
Powell, and, if he could, he would send a teacher. They further
said*hat Dr. Powell, during his visit, had made lots of promises,
which he had not fulfilled ; amongst the number was a promise
- »s%send medicines, which he had never done, and that they could
"néver-believe a word he ever said.- They said they hoped Mr.
Crosby would keep his promises better than the doctor did.
When I returned to Vietoria, I called on Dr. Powell, and
inquired about the medicine ; he said he would have sent some
medicine long ago, but could not, because there was no one to
look after it. A .year or two afterward, when Mr. Robinson
was teacher of Skidegate; I happened to see Mr. Robinson, who
complained bitterly of the failure of medicine being sent; he
told me he had wrote repeatedly for medicine, but none had
ever been sent. ‘He asked me if I would go, while in Vietoria,
and get the doctor to send him some, however little; and, to show
the effects of not having any, he took me to see a man and two
women who appeared to be very sick. The man told me he
believed if he could get a bottle of pain killer, he'would be well.
. On returning to the oil works, I sent him a bottle or two. He
%ot better, but the women both died ; for one of them he felt very
ad ; he said if he only had a little medicine of a sort named,
he helieved he could: have saved her life. When I returned
' to Victoria,the doctor was absent; when he returned, I laid the
case before him. During the following summer, a quantity of
.. medicine was sent; but too late to save the woman, who had
~ died a few moenths beforé the medicines had arrived. - During
my stay, I was frequently asked why it was that the Haidas
never could get anything from the Indian Department; other
tribes, they said, got medicine and ‘seeds, as well as a number
of ‘other things, while they got nothing; was it, they asked,
because they were Methodists—or what? They said if Mr.
Harrison had come to them, they would have been content; but
he failed to ¢ome, and they wanted a teacher, and so were
glad to accept the first who offered. The Gold Harbors also*
complained to me; they said they had moved round from their
original homes on the west coast, in order that they themselves
might be employed at. the oil works, while their children would
have the benefit of any teacher who might be sent; they had
waited patiently for Dr. Powell to fulfil his promises, which
had never been attended to any more than if they never existed.
In conclusion, I may add a few remarks gathered from an
= acquaintance’ with these people, covering a period of thirty-
five years. When I first knew them they were a lot of thieves -
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of the first water; chastity was a virtue unkpown among
them ; always at war among themselves, and neighboors, in
order to get slaves, they earned for themselves the name of
Arabs of the Northern Coasts. In 1869-70 I was engaged in
opening an anthracite coal mine, then again this summer, 1888,
I have been busy getting down coal from the same mines;
while there it was necessary for me to .employ a number of
these people, and I was. truly surprised to find such a change
for the better. At the former date they stole everything they
could lay hands on. At the latter date they not only did not-steal

. anything, but they returned what they and their fathers stole
before them. All this change I can certify to has been brought
about by, the teachings and influence of the Methodists, who
during the past few years have labored among them. Not
only have they advanced in these virtues, but they are having
better houses, and are gradually assuming cleanlier habits.
have traveled a great deal on this eoast in my connexion with
the coal mines, of which I am overseer, and as assistant geolo-
gist on the Dominion Survey, and also on the Indian ‘Depart-
ment. In all my travels I have noticed that the Indiahs who
are under the teachings of the Methodist Church have ‘made
the most progress. I also have noticed, and I am sorry to'say
it is so, that our Indian Department seems to ‘me to favor all
other denominations more than the Methodists. These are my
views given without partiality. I am not a Methodist. I
belong to the aunld kirk of Scotland.

I am, dear sir, .
Yours respectfully, o

JAMES DEANs,
Sup’t. Cowgate Coal Mines, near Skidegate.

Copy.] -
STATEMENT OF CHIEFS AND OTHERS AT SKIDE-
' . GATE, QUEEN CHARLOTTE'S ISLANDS.

SKIDEGATE, Q. C. Is,, N ov./27th, 1888.

We, the chiefs and principal men of Skidegate village, 1n
council assernbled, wish to state that about the year 1877, on
Dr. Powell’s first visit to us, he came in a warship, and met the
chiefs in Nin-ging-wash’s house. He spoke strongly against
our women going to Victoria for evil purposes. We said we
had no teacher to teach us better. He said to us that if there .
were no teacher sent by either of the Churches who have mis-

O
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sionaries up this coast, he would in the name of the Government
or Queen send a teacher and build a school-house. He said the
teacher would- come on a man-of-war, and bring hoes, and
spades, and seeds, and also help us to make gardens. On his
(Dr. Powell’s) second visit he met us in Chief Skidegate’s house, '
and we wanted to know about the teacher, why he had not
come. He said now we had made his heart glad on two occa-
sions, because we had said we wanted to go in the good way.
He said that he would see that we had a school and a teacher,
who would also help us with our gardens. He promised to
send us plenty of medicines for the sick. When Mr. Geo.’
\"~ Robinson, Methodist teacher, came here in the year 1882, we
met in council and asked Mr. Robinson to write for medicines, -
tools and seeds, as Dr. Powell had promised to send them to us.
Mr. Robinson wrote, but Dzr. Powell never answered the letter.
The following summer Mr. James Deans came with Judge
Swann.” We met in council in Chief Skidegate’s house. We
-called Mr. Deans and Mr. Robinson, and asked them to write
again to Dr. Powell for medicines and tools, and two’ wheel-
barrows, so that we could fix our gardens and our roads. Some
. time afterward a very small box of medicine came, but no
tools, and a letter came saying that the medicines cost $50, and
we were all very much surprised that it should cost so much.
Mr. Robinson- said that there were scarcely any of the medi-
cines came that he asked for. When Rev. Geo. F./Hopkins,
Methodist missionary, came here, we met agajn, and had him
write and ask for the same things. Some time after a ‘small
box of medicine came, but no tools. A good while after we
had Mr. Hopkins write again. This time a small box of ‘medi-
cine came, and a small package of turnip seed; so small that
" Mr. Hopkins could only give a teaspoonful to each, so we think
that nearly all Dr. Powell’s promises are broken. When we
first saw Dr. Powell we thought he had no favor to one church
or the other; but we have watched these things, and see to our
eat sorrow and surprise, that it is because we are Methodists
‘that we do not get anything that he promised. We heard frown.
* Mr. MeGregor and other white men at the Oil Works that
$40,000 a year were spent on the Indians in British Columbia,
so we were not afraid to ask for these little things, for we
thought there was plenty of money with which td. get them.
Having asked Dr. Powell a good many times to help us about
school and tools and be did not do so, we have only to say now
that we have a good teacher, and our church is here among us
which our own money has helped to build. And when we
wanted to make roads we had to get old pieces of iron to make
tools to work with. In closing, we would like to -ask if Dr.
Powell has forgotten where we live,. We still live at Skidegate.

-
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And does he know what Church we belong to, and who has
taught us to improve our homes, and instructed us and our
children in the right way ? And we would ask him what is
the reason he has not sent us help, as he promised, for school,”
and with tools, garden seeds, etc. We all think that it is

because we are Methodists. We had heard that the Queen,and -

Dr. Powell, and the Government were all Christian people, and
we thought that when we left our old way and became, Chris-
tians we should be treated by them fairly, as they promised;
but now we see that because we are Methodists we have no
attention from them, the same as the people have who belong
to the Church of England. We have heard that Dr. Powell
helped the Rev. Mr. Hall, of the Church of England,at Alert
Bay, to build a sawmill. This is what opened our eyes to see
his favoritism to that Church. ‘
Signed on behalf of the people, ,
Their Marks, ' Their Marks.
CHIEF SKIDEGATE, X JOHN GWOL-ENS, X
PHILLIP JACKSON, X N ApaM Cow-GAH, X
Tom WHE-AH, X WirLiaMm WILSON, X
TaOMAS BEAR-SKIN, X Axos Russ, X
JoHN DIL-8KU-GIS, X Mosges McKay, X
GEORGE JEB-SON, X ALFRED GREEN, X
Amos Do-AU-ALL, X ZAcHARIAS NICHOLAS X

Wt e , { Tuos. CROSBY.
Witnisses to S@gmat?wea, | A. N. MILLER,

STATEMENT OF REV. G. F. HOPKINS.

MISSIONARY AT PORT ESSINGTON, FORMERLY OF SKIDEGATE,
QUEEN CHARLOTTE'S ISLANDs.

Port EssingroN, B.C., Jan. 4, 1889.
Rev: T. Crosby,

DEAr SIR,—

Below you will find a few statements in reference to
governmental treatment of the land question, administration of
justice, etc., on the north-west coast of British Columbia.

" On January 18th, 1885, a letter was written-by me, by
. request of the Skidegate Council, to the Superintendent of

~ Indian Affairs, Victoria, I. W. Powell, M.D. The letter asked

for some tools and implements needed for the village. In
answer, a letter dated May 7th, 1885, was duly received, stating
“That there is no appropriation during the present year by
which the articles alluded to in your communication could be
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furnished.” But, in the fall of the same year, several similar
articles were supplied to the Bella Bella village. Why the pre-
ference was ma.se I do not know, unless it be that the Skide-
gate people were so isolated that it was thought best to refuse
them, thinking that no one would ever find out the contrary.

This last summer (July, 1888) I sent a réquest for medicines
for this village to Mr. C. Todd, Indian Agent, living at Metla-
kahitla. Receiving no answer nor medicines, I sent on Sep- -
tember 6th another letter to him. Still T had no reply. On
September 29th I wrote direct to Superintendent L. W.
Powell, M.D., and by first opportunity the medicines were sent.
But Mr. Todd, Indian agent, who did not know that the Super-
intendent of Indian Affairs was sending medicines to me, met’
me, and stated that he had received my letters asking for medi-
cines, but that he had not forwarded them because there had
been & Dr. Haddon, of the Church Missionary Society, at
Egsington-during the summer. So he (Mr. Todd) thought there
was no need of my having any, as be said. In my letters to
him I had plainly stated that most of the Indian villages: here,
besides other Indians employed on the river parts of the “year
came to me for medicines, thus leaving little or no excuse
for Mr. Todd thinking we did not have any need for medicines
It only seemed to be a desire on his part to force the Methodist
Indians to go to the Church Missionary Society people for
medicines.

In the early part of 1885, an Indian, Samuel Cross, of Gold
Harbor, Queen Charlotte’s Islands, asked me to go with him to
see Judge Elliott, then the stipendiary magistrate for the north-
west coast, in order that a summons might be obtained for one
Hoatska, of Clue, Queen Charlotte’s Islands, who had been
making and selling liquor at Clue (intoxicant, known as Hoo-
chin-new). The Jgudge issued the regular papers, but the ease "

" was never taken up, although the Judge himself came over to
. Queen Charlotte’s Islands on a steamer on his way to Victoria,

in May or June of the same year.

While the steamer was anchored at the Skidegate Oil Works,
two other Indians, Amos Russ and Moses McKay, both of
Skidegate, Queen Charlotte’s Islands, went to the Judge to lay
information concerning a murder which had occurred at Gold
Hsrbor a few months previous. (I was present, interpreting
for the Judge and the Indians.) After hearing the statements,
Judge Elliott said that-he could not make out the legal papers,
as he was on an “unofficial trip” (notwithstanding that the
Queen Charlotte’s Islands were in his jurisdiction), but that he
would make a note of it, which he did, and attend to it at the
earliest opportunity. But, though three years have since
passed, that opportunity seemed never to have come, as nothing
was ever done in the matter.
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* In the fall of 1883,.J. W. McKay came up. to Port Simpson
from Metlakahtla. He called a meeting of the village, and
stated he hadybeen sent as Indian agent for the north-west
coast. After listening to his remarks, the Indians requested
that Mr. McKay meet them on the next day to confer with
them. He complied. The next day several Indians spoke in
reference to the land question, and one of them, Gempk, in the

" midst of his speech, removed with his cane an oil-cloth coat
that had been spread over a large stone, on which was printed,
in chalk, “This was our fathers’ land.” Mr. McKay read it,
and at the close of the speech, and of the meeting, remarked
about it as being very ingeniously arranged. He also promised

" the meeting (being composed of most of the men of the village),
that 4s he had heard their words, and admitted’ the justice of
their requests, from their standpoint, to place the subject before
the Indian Department, and do all in his power to aid them;
but he never sent any word to them in reference to the affair,
nor did he ever return himself. (The verbatim report of both
the above meetings are in your—Mr. Crosby’s—own copy book.)

I know it to be a fact that the Bella Bella, Bella Coola, Port
Simpson and Hydah Indians (having labored amongst all these
tribes), all lay claim to the land as having been theirs for
generations back. They wonder in what way the Government
claim to own the land ; you never conquered them by war, nor
treated with them for it, nor bought it from them or their

. fathers.

- Hoping this may be of service,

I am,
Yours fraternally,

o GEORGE F. HOPKINS,
Methodist Missionary.

i

STATEMENT OF REV. W. H. PIERCE,

NATIVE MisSIONARY, UPPER SKEENA.

The land question is not a new thing. Long before the
white man made his appearance in this country our angestors
claimed the land as theirs. God, the Great Father of all the
natives, gave it us. When the Hudson’s Bay Company started
a trading-post on Naas River and at Port Simpson, they gave
many presents to our Chiefs, thus acknowledging that the
natives were the owners of the land. But since the Govern-
ment told us that we have no title to the land, trouble has
sprung up in the hearts of all our people. For many years
now we have been at peace with all the tribes along the coast,

AR A LR SRR A A R SRR g

SRR B F T 7

Ear Ik

AN

= Sk P g T R

g

it

BB O b S 8 e, L



32

for the missionaries taught us to be friends to everybody. The
whole trouble is because the Government has not given us
justice. I was on Naas when Dr. Powell came up some years
ago. He met the Naas Indians in the Methodist school-house.
I interpreted his words to them, when they asked him to whom
the: land, mountains, rivers, berry-grounds belonged. Dr.
Powell replied that the mountains, salmon, river, and berry-
grounds all belonged to them. It is neither Mr. Crosby, Green,
or Jennings, nor any of the Methodist missionaries, who have .
caused all this trouble during the last four or five years. But
we firmly believe the Government has done it. There is a very
strong feeling among the Upper Skeena Indians about this
land question. Years ago our people never thought the Gov-
ernment would trouble them or allow any one else to do so. It
is only by the advice of the missionaries that the natives have
so long been kept from shedding blood, on account of the way
they are treated by the Government. Many of our friends
have already gone to Alaska, because of the unkind treatment
about their land. They were told they had not one inch of
ground by Attorney-General Davie. This made their hearts
very sore, and we think that many more will go away also
if there is not a just setilement of this question. All our
people want is their rights. Let the Government admit the
title and make a just agreement about the land, then the people
will be satisfied if they are allowed to have the land they
need. But I beg of you, sir, to do all you can to bring about a
speedy settlement of this very trying question. Two years
ago I wrote to Dr. Powell for some medicine for the Kit-ze-
gucla people. He neither answered my letter nor sent me
medicine until it had been brought up and discussed in the
Methodist Conference, New Westminster, in May, 1888. His
excuse for not complying with my request was, that I was not
a white man, and was not capable of dispensing medicine. I
did not ask Dr. Powell for anything I did not perfectly under-
stand. What was such articles as salts, senna, castor oil, cough
mixture, linseed, etc.? Being blankly refused by the Indian
Department, I bought with my own money $20 worth of
medicine from T. Shotbolt, druggist, in-Victoria. During the
winter following, there was a great amount of sickness on the’
Upper Skeena Mission, none of which—the people—received a
teaspoonful of medicine from the Indian Department. At
Hough-wil-get station, 30 died; at Kishpiax, 46 died; and at
Kit-ze-guela, 32 died. I think that fully one-half of these dear
people would not have died if Dr. Powell had given medicines.
On the other hand, the Church of England got all the
medicine they asked for from Dr. Powell. This shows very

i plainly that the Government is dealing rightly to one Church
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and wrongly to the other. This I saw with my own eye.
The Rev. %Ir Field, Chureh of England missionary at Hazelton,
Skeena Forks, has received from ‘the Government great praise
for the help he rendered this sumrmer during the so-called
“Indian Trouble,” while the Methodist missionary of the Upper
Skeena, who kept open house for all or any of the Government
officials who might wish to stop there—the Iundian Agent,
Judge Fitzstubbs, and the special constables have, at different
times, used the Methodist mission-house at Klb-ze-guclarbut
instead of thanks or praise, the Methodist missionary has been
sneered at and lied about by these very persons. In fact, it is
spread all over the country that the Methodist missionary
would not proceed on Sunday without extra pay.

W. H. PreRCE.
Copy.]
STATEMENT OF W. H. DEMPSTER, J.P.
1. The chief cause of dlsturbance in the Indians’ minds was

the disruption between Mr. Duncan and Bishop Ridley, and
the action the Government took in that dispute.

2. The present staff of officers are very dilatory in enforcing:

the law ; it is only by urgent solicitation they can be persuaded
to inquire into evils which are increasing to an alarming extent
since their residence among us.

3. The acts of the officials in this part of the country have a
tendency to weaken the confidence of the Indians in the justice
of our Government. )

4. I believe, if Judge Graham had remained on the Upper
Skeens, the trouble which has cost the country so much would
Lave been averted.

5. The official who has taken Judge Graham’s place in the
interior may have some difficulty in gaining the respect of the
Indians, and their peaceable submission to law.

6. If the Tsimpshean peninsula had been given the Tsimpshean
Indians residing thereon, less the land taken by the whites, it
would have satistied the people, and prevented the exodus to
Alaska.

7. I believe the Indians’ confidence, peace, and goodwill, can
be secured by a fair, just, and impartial treatment with them.

8. The action of the Government commission in throwing the
odium of the Duncan-Bishop quarrel on the shoulders of the
Methodist missionaries, showed their preference to one Church
and prejudice to the other.

9. Many of the Indians are of the opinion they are not impar-
tially treated by the representatives of the Government.

10. During my residence of ten years I have not known the
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Methodist missionaries to advance other teaching than that
which is calculated to advance the best interests of the people.
I have known them to have many hard-fought battles for right,
which never fails to meet the displeasure of evil-doers. ,

11. It has never been necessary for the Government to send
a gun-boat to put down disturtiance on the Methodist missions ;
their work is generally prosperous. I believe them to be doing
more good with less money than any other missionaries on this
coast.

12. T believe the Methodist Indians are loyal to their Queen
and her Government; they require to be treated kindly, and
made feel the Government are interested in their welfare.

W. H. DEMPSTER,
‘OcToBkR 27th, 1888. Salmon Packer, Aberdeen, B.C.
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<, = STATEMENT OF GEO. ROBINSON. '

b7

METHODIST MISSIONARY TEACHER, KIT-A-MAAT.

~  In the annual report of the Honorable Minister of Indian —
Affairs, for the year 1881, e 152, the following recommenda-
tion may be found in reg};:gv to Skidegate, Queen Charlotte’s
Islands :— .

“ At Skidegate (near which is another important Hydah
village called Gold Harbor) there never has béen any Christian
mission, but the natives are exceedingly well-behaved, and far
superior to many of the Southern tribes, who had possessed
much greater advantages. The only request they had to make

* of me was that I should send them a teacher, and aid them in
building.a school-house. They were greatly desirous of emu-
lating the Tsimpsheans of Metlakahtla, and wondered why they
had been left so long unprovided for. I promised to represent
their wants to the Government, and am of opinion that there
is no place in the Province where a grant for school purposes
and providing Indians with the means of education, would be
so satisfactorily expended as at Skidegate.”” -’

Also, see page 158 of the same report: “One or two efficient
schools are required on Queen Charlotte’s Islands, and- also on
Naas River.” .

I was given to understand, by the Rev. Thomas Crosby, that
Dr. Powell, when told in the year 1879 that I was ready to
teach an Indian school, said: Send me (i.e., the writer) to the
Upper Naas. Acgordingly, I threw up my situation in Victoria,
and proceeded to Port Simpson; taught the school there for
five-and-a-half months, thence went to Naas River. In the
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following fall, 1880, on the strength of Dr. Powell’s promises,
T taught school on the Upper Naas at Kit-lach-damux Indian
village, having an average attendance of about nineteen in the
December quarter, and of twenty-four in the March quarter.
I sent in the first Quarterly Report to the Indian Department,
which was rejected, and consequently no grant was made, so I
did not think fit to send in any more reports under such cir-
cumstances. Dr. Powell’s reason for rejection was because two
missionary societies were contending for the possession of the
same place—the one a Methodist, the other an Episcopalian.
Now, I was the only white missionary there, and the only
gerson that could read at all. Hence, the only reason for with-

olding a grant was partiality to the Episcopal Church.

In regard to Skidegate, Queen Charlotte’s Islands, I have
already given you Dr. Powell’s words from the Blue Book. I
proceeded after that date, in the autumn of 1882, to that place;
the people subscribed more than $300 toward the erection of a
school-house. I beinﬁ the first white man to take up a per-
manent residence in their village, the Missionary Society of the
Method#st Church supplemented the Indians’ subscription and
also supported me, but the Indian Department washed its
hands of the whole affair because I was a Methodist, and
declined to grant anything in aid of a school in the village of
Skidegate during my stay therein. I was given to understand
by the Rev. Thos. Crosby, that Dr. Powell objected to the
Methodists sending a teacher to Skidegate, although he had
already given his sanction to Mr. Crosby sending one in July
of 1882, in presence of two gentlemen, who will state the-matter
on oath, if required. o

Sometime after receiving a letter from the Rev. Mr. Collison
(of the Church of England Missionary Society), promising to
go and take charge of the Skidegate field of labor in case the
Methodists withdrew from.it, I tried to prepare the people of
Skidegate. for such a change, but failed ; owing, no doubt, to
their want of confidence in the Church Missionary Society.
However, I continued advising the people to put themselves
under the Church Missionary Society, fully expecting that
Mr. Collison would be sent over, and so upon one of my trips
to the coast I called at Metlakahtla to see if an agreement
could be arrived at, when, to my astonishment, I was told that
Mr. Collison had been stationed at Naas River, and that he had
no authority for writing to me about Skidegate, etc. Messr~.
Dunn and Praeger, being present, of the Church Missionary
Society. ‘

Suci being the case,—Mr. Collison’s blundering on the one
hand, and the antipathy of the Skidegate Indians to the Bishop
of Caledonia on the other, together with the fact that without
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. one dissentient voice they all declared themselves for me as the
i representative of Methodism—I do not—cannot see how the
- Indian De%a,{rtment could justify itself in+ withholding a grant

%o the Methodist Church to aid in building a school at S ide-

N gate, seein% that it had already promised the Church Missionary

: _. Society, through its representativé, aid for.such a purpose. -
T : Such ga.rtiality as this was so apparent at the time that it
- .  seemed as if Dr. Powell was always approachable by & Church-
! . " man, but would hardly deal civilly with a Methodist. o
P Upon leaving Skidegate, Queen Charlotte’s Islands, I went
% o t6 Kit-a-maat, and found there a so-called illegal council formed
- after the Metlakahtla fashion. I wrote Dr. Powell, requesting . -
that he open the way so that the people of Kit-a-maat might

have a legal council established, (offering myself as an agent

4

] : . without pay) to conform to the requirements of the Indian
i , Act. Dr. Powell's replies have- been ‘altogether unsatisfactory,
f . " - -po way being opened up to grant the request as above. - ,
¥ 1 also have applied for seed potatoes and a grindstone at
¥ different times, owing to the great poverty of the people, but
* the - request might as well haye gone to' the dead-letter office. -
On the other hand, the heathén village of Kitlup claim to have
i their grindstone from the Indian Department, thereby leading

& . the Indians here to think that heathens are preferred to Chris-
%1 i . tians by the Indian Department. .

5

It would only be right to state that T have been supplied
. once a year with a small %uantity of drugs, and a still smaller
quantity of garden seeds, for the use of the Indians, from the

Indian Department.

? while Mr. Robinson was there).
B , "  METLARAHTLA, October 13th, 1883.
g‘u

’{ : To the best of my belief, I affirm the above to be a true
o ;statement. * .
I (Signed) © GEO0. ROBINSON.
“Jx PorT SiMesoN, Oct. 23, 1888, ’
Copy] )
by EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM REV. MR. COLLISON
i ' TO T. CROSBY.

*% (About going to work at Skidegate, Queen Charlotte’s Island,

My DEarR Mk CROSBY,— . .

As I understand you have embarked by the Otter to

y a visit to Skidegate, and, I presume, you will thence sail

- for Victoria, I am desirous of sending you a few lines in refer-
- ence to Skidegate. I informed you in answer to your letter of-
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inquiry, that our Society would, no doubt, be willing to take
up ‘the work there; I now -desire confidentially to inform you
that I may be able, if necessary, to occupy that post myself if
only I can obtdin the consent of the Bishop as Chairman of
-the Conference, but I cannot consult with him until his return
from the Skeena. . . .

e 5 3

g e Ty

-~ W. H. CoLLISON.

- Copy.] 1
] ' MR. CROSBY’'S REPLY.

Port SiMPsoN, October 30§h, 1883.

TR,

a4

My Dear Mg. COLLISON,—

Your letter of 13th instant is to hand. e
As it has been our custom at all other places, a subscription has
been taken up among the people themselves, backed by a small
grant from the Missionary Society, and lumber has been bought -
_ for a small church and teacher’s house, which we are to build
‘at once. Still we desire to have in view nothing but the glory : \
of God and the salvation of men, and if you will meet the i
Skidegate people, and in presence of our.missionary, place
before them the fact that you are prepared to live among them, . .
and a majority will agree to the change, the Church Missionary
- Society refunding to us the amount of outlay, and giving us
assurance that the place will be permanently occupied, we will
withdraw our missonary from the field, take the Upper Naas
where he (Mr. Robinson) was formerly stationed, and where he )
would do good, and where we have continued to keep an agent = ° &
with entire satisfaction. We think the Church Missionary i
Society should leave us in undisturbed possession of the Upper: -
Naas. . . . . . : p

o ok e g e

ey

Yours very truly,
' T. CrosBY.

Copies of this were sent to Mr. Robinson, and he asked the
Indians to go in with Mr. Collison should he come. In the
Spring of 1884 he called at Metlakatlah to see Mr. Collison,
but found he had moved to the mouth of the Naas, Kincolith,

to settle.
: *T. CROSBY.

TS e A A e e S R SRR B T S 2

A el 8]

“
[ R SR



PRy o it L

s e e

R

e Y

“and sai

o BRI

38

LETTER OF CHIEFS AT PORT SIMPSON TO THE
. COMMISSIONERS OF 1887.

* Port SIMPSON, Oct. 8th, 1887. .

To the Membm of the Land Commission.

Sms—-

We are pleased to meet you, for we have looked forward

to yourcoming as a peaceable settlement. of what has been a

%reat trouble to us for years. It has made our hearts bleed to
e treated as we have been about our land, the inheritance

which God gave to our r fathers, and it was for this reason we

- gent three, of our number to Ottawa., in 1885, to meet Sir John

Macdonald. He promised us in fair words we should have
what we needed, but nothing was done. The servants of the
Government sent here have-never treated us like men. Mr.
O’Reilly came here in 1881, without -sufficent notice to our
people, and hence there were "ot many home, and when he met
us he would not give time for our chiefs to speak nor listen to
‘our wants, but went on jand, as he sa.ys laid out reserves,
although we protested in writing against it. Now we want -
you to see what he has done He has taken twelve houses of
chief Legaic’s tribe and -given them to the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany ; and although we §ent letters to Dr. Powell and to the

. Hudson’s Bay Company against it, no notice was taken of if,

and we were told that' the Compa.ny 8 line commenced at
Legaic’s pole. Now if you look at thisyou will see that it is
not just; and as the Company could take plenty of lind to the

"east, up the harbor, we cannot. tell why they wished to enclose

the houses on our 1a.nd and we were told by Dr. Powell when
he visited us, that the Hudson s Bay Company’s land’ would not
come more than & few feet west-of their fence. Then all at
once we found a man here surveying for the Government, he
said, all round the north-east side o% the harbor, and we were
told that this land had all been claimed by the white chiefs in
Victoria, and they said they had bought it from the Govern-
ment, and this before our claim had been settled. We wrote
about this, but recelved(no reply.

In the fall of 1883,!Dr. Powell came up in a war-ship to
Metlakahtla, but we think he was ashamed to come up here,
for his words to us had all been broken, so he sent Mr. Me-
Kay as agent. He met us, and listened kindly to our trouble,

;g%r claim was just: We said if he would go and lay
it before the Govemment and get it settled, we should then be
glad to have him come back. He went away and never came
back, and we thought it was because he wished to carry out our
wishes that he was not allowed to come back.
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And again, the war-ship came to Metlakahtla, and we were -

told that the Chief of thé Government, Mr. Davie, said that not
one inch of the ground belonged to the Tsimpseans; and then
you know there was trouble at Metlakahtla about the two acres
on Mission Point. All this sending of war-ships, and sutting
. Metlakahtla people in gaol, and the way we were treated about
our land, cause us great trouble and made our hearts weak.
Our Council, that had for years kept the roads in good order,

and built bridges, and endeavored to repress immorality among’

our people, was put down -by Judge Elliott, who said we were
no council ; and now you see our village is in a bad state, and
our young people, who once had great respect for the village
council, have none now. We have wondered what would come
next. We have been put down and discouraged by those who

should have encouraged and helped-us ; but we have been kept

by our teachers and our profession of religion from breaking
the laws, and they have always encouraged us to believe that
we should have our rights. - ’

When Mr. Jemmett came to survey on the Naas, we sent him )

a letter protesting against his work until we had the land
matter settled. But he went on, and we are told that our fish-
ing stations which he marked off are but one chain in depth
from the water’s edge, and on this we were to be allowed to
build no houses. This seemed very strange to us, for here our

fathers used to live two or three months in the year, and we’

had large houses on this ground long before Mr. O'Reilly or
Mr. Jemmett were born. This made us feel sore and angry, and
.had we been as we once were, we should have been tempted to
fight ; but no; we prayed to God to help us, and waited, and

now we do hope yoy will see that we have at least two chains’ .

width in our fishing claims on the Naas. All the Upper Naas
people will agree to this, as they know it is our just right.
When Mr. Jemmett came here to our own village and com-
menced to survey and take the line from Legaic’s pole, we
protested against it, and called him to a large meeting, and told
bim we did not wish him to go on with the survey. He said
he would send our words to the proper quarter, and the matter
would be attended to.” In the meantime he went on with his
work, and we never heard that any notice was taken of our
protest. |

Feeling that all our attempts to get a hearing had failed, and
that some of our people weére %ecoming exasperated, and,
desiring to prevent an outbreak, we decided to make one more
effort, and, calling a large meeting last January, we appointed
a deputation, consisting of ‘our missionary and two men of our
tribes, to go at once to Victoria, in company with Mr. Green
and some Naas chiefs, to wait upon the Government. Though

:
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in the midst of a great storm, our deputation proceeded without
delay to Victoria, when, strange to say, the -Governnient did
not wish to meet the missionaries; and would not allow them
to be present at their interview with the Indians. - We have
not forgotten that yet. .The Government promised that a land
commission should be sent to put our land matters right. We
expected it here in the spring, but ins{ead of that we were
surprised in the early summer by the arrival of Mr. Tuck and
a party of men to go on with the syrvey. A meeting was
called of the few people at home, and we protested against his

- surveying the land. Mr. Tuck said, in reply, that he could not

stop his work, but he promised that our words should be sent to
the Government. And now that you have come, we ask: you to

". be good enough to take time and listen to our wishes and hear

the words of our chiefs, and we do hepe:that your visit will be
the means of bringing peace and confidenee to bur hearts again.

- We welecome you to our village, and will do all we can to make

your stay pleasant and .happy. And do not feel sorry if we
have to say some words you do not like to hear.

‘We suppose you have all the papers concerning our land .
question, and our letters of protest before you, but we thought
it well to call your attention in this letter to some of the eircum-
stances of Gur grievances.

As you are no doubt aware, the Government have never had
to send a war-ship to us, and, although a judge lives here, he
would have no work to do were it not that the Government has
given the Hudson’s Bay Company license to-sell liquor, and bad
white men come here and get drunk and then give it to our
people. This has given us great tronble. For many years the
Hudson’s Bay Company sold no liquor here,and our young men
were safe from temptation, and bad men did not dare to trouble -
our wives and daughters, but we fear for all this now. This is
.aside from the land question with which you come to deal,
but it is a thing that troubles us much, and we hope you will
do something to have it put away from our midst. ’

At your pleasure we call a public meeting. We have had
‘letters from the Government to tell us of your coming, and we
hope you-will find time to meet us before you go to Naas, and
as a large nNumber of our men have been awaiting for your
coming, and would like to be away soon. -

On behalf of the people of Port Simpson,

. Signed, .
N - ) Their Marks.
. : » } Pavur LEcarc. X
‘ o DAvVID SWANSON: X
ALBERT MCMILLAN. - X
‘WiLLiam KeLLy. x
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LETTER OF PORT SIMPSON CHIEFS AND OTHERS
IN REPLY TO COMMISSIONER CORNWALLS

SPEECH, AT CLOSE OF PORT SIMPSON .
g MEETING. ‘

[NoTE.—This letfer, with the exception of one short para-
gra.ph is excluded from the Commissioners’ Report.]
'Porr Simesow, B.C,
October 24th, 1887.

[’o C. F. CorNwALL ode P. PLANTA, .
- : Land Commissioners.
SIRS,—

of the Commission that we would not be allowed to say a word
in reply to the gentlemen of the Commission, so we take this
way to let you know that our hearts were sore at some of the
words that were said. We would say, also, in the first place,
that Chief Doudoward, who was in the amidst of his speech
when the meeting closed the first evening, is one of our
“hereditary chiefs, and a man of influence among us. Letters
about this Commission had been addressed to him by Hon. Mr.
Davie, and Hon. Mr. Robson, and we had chosen him to speak
for-us. - We were surprised that the next morning, just at the
opening of the meeting, when we all expected him to go on
with his unfinished speech, word was sent to him by the Tnter-
preter to the Commission that he would not be allowed to go
on. We do not see why this should have been done at all
but if it had been done the evening before we could have
had some one else ready to take his pla.ce. As it was, it looked
like an attempt to.confuse us, and we do not think it was right.
We wish, also, to give a word of explanation gbout the two
roads [reserves] that Chief Albert Shakes spoke of, which he
did not make. very plain. One, as laid down by Wilson, is the
Tsimpshean peninsula, and the Naas and Skeena River fish-
. efies: the other, as Shakes wished to express it, would be the
town site at Port Simpson, the Naas and Skeens fisheries, and
one hundred and sixty acres for each man.
The parting words of Mr. Planta were kind. We have the

‘words @f Mr. Smythe in the report Whlch Mr. Planta handed
to us, and it has been read to us, but we do not agree to these -

words and the plan of the Government about our lands.

And now we wish to say that if the two Governments are -,

R

going to answer us in the same spirit as that of Mr. Cornwall’s -

a.ddress we have only one way left, after our patient waiting

We were very much surprised when we heard at the closc -
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. and protesting against the ”su'rveys, and the way our protests

have ‘been treated, and that is to follow our brethren into .
Alaska. But we do not believe that the Government will

_treat us in that way after all they will hear through this Com-

mission. It would be very hard for us to leave the graves of

-our fathers, and the inheritance God gave to them and us, but

what else can we do if our land matters are not settled in a ju~t
way ? ‘We wish to inform Mr. Cornwall as to the Hudson's Bay

* Company’s position here. They were first established on the

Naas, but finding that an unsuitable place, camie here by the
direction of our Chief Legaic, whose daughter was the wife of
one of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s officers. Legaic built his
house here at the time the fort was established; but you must
understand this was out country long before that, for if we had
not been here what would the Hudson’s Bay Company have come
for? It is this laxid upon which Legaic and his tribe have lived

. all these years that the Hudson’s Bay Companyhave had included

in what they call their claims. - We hope, sirs, that you will
find all the letters\you promised to look up on this subject in
the Indian office, and will have this thing put right.

Then, in regard tb the Indian Act, we had had it read and
sxplained to. us, and we do not think that we are foolish, as
Mr. Cornwall said we were, if we do not take it. From what
we have seen from the working of it, and the agents who carry
it out, we believe we should be no better off than the worst
heathen aboutus. As our chiefs pointed out to the Commission,
what we want i a municipal law, backed by legal authority,
without the bondage of being under a bad Indian agent, who
would take us backwards rather than forwards. As to Mr
Cornwall’s reference to our teachers, we would ask, if they
have not taught us and ied us from our heathen darkness to
what we are now, who has ? It has surely not been the Gov-
ernment. What have they done for us? No; we have to thank
the good, Christian people who have, sent missionaries among
us to teach us about God, and the improvements of our homes,
and industrious habits. And so it is by their teaching, and the
blessing of God upon our own industry, that Mr. Cornwall
finds us in the comfortable appearance of which he. speaks.
As one of our leading men said, we would remind the Commis-
sion and the Government that they have a very solethn trust
committed to them, that is to treat us in truth and righteousness
as men, in regard to our country—the home of our fathers.
We believe that a kind, good Providence is with us, and is
directing all these matters. He has kept us through all.these
years, while we have been oppressed and tried, and we trust He
will still keep us from doing wrong.

‘We shall pray that the Government and the Commissieners
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ma.beé directed to a wise and happy conclusion of all these
matters, and that their decision may bring peace and gladness
t<])] '(i):llr hearts, and to the hearts of our children and children’s
children. '

On behalf of the people of Port Simpson, ‘ : | i
Signed,

. Their Marks.

PavL LEcaIlc. .
ALBERT SHAKES.
DaviD- SWANSON.
SAMUEL GEMK.-

- . RicHARD WILSON.
CHARLES ABBOTT.
JOSEPH PEERS.
Lewis GOSNELL.

ArTHUR W. CLAH.

XX XX XXX XX

"AFFIDAVIT OF A. W. CLAH (ax INDIAN). .

I was one of the first to be with the missionary when Mr. -
Duncan came here about thirty years ago, when I left heathen-
ism. I have kept a journal over twenty-five years. When the
Methodist missionary, Mr. Crosby, came here, Mr. Duncan
having gone to Metlakahtla, I was one of the first to join the
new mission. A council was formed at that time in 1874. We
gave up heathenism. All went well for years. Our people did
well, all following as well as they knew the law of God, as told - .
by the missionary, and upheld by the village Coupcil. But ’
bad white men came, jealous.of the missionaries; they began to
do bad, to hunt and work on-the Sabbath. They also got
liquor and went after our.womien.

I thought I would settle on’ the Naas, on my father’s land, . ‘ N
where they had lived for three months of the year for genera-
tions. Judge O'Reilly came, took our land, leaving us a chain -
on the bank of the river, and gave the rear to the Kincolith - '
people. We don’t know why Judge O’'Reilly gave this land to
the Kincolith pedple, only they are of the Church of England.

He helps them, but opposes the Methodist Church. More, I ’ 3
read in the Bible that God did-fiot approve of Ahab taking the

Jand from Naboth: So I don’t think that God 'is pleased with A

the way the Government has taken our land. These Church ok
of England people at Kincolith came down the river. Our

fathers for generations owned the mouth of the Naas as our

fishing grounds, and had large houses there in late years. They

had small houses for all their fishing tackle. The Naas people

often take out all ‘our things, and have burnt them. Judge
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O’Retlly said we must not build houses, or leave our things, but
take them all away every year. It is just this, Judge O'Reilly
helfs the Bishop’s people; and Judge Elliott came and followed
in Judge O'Reilly’s paths. He said we had nd right to build
houses, or to have our things there, when we had the land and
the houses there before Judge Elliott came, hundreds of years
beforé Judges O'Reilly and Elliott were born. Now if it had
not been for the teaching we had, we should long ago have put
black paint on our faces and a knife in our hands and used our
power ; but the missionary said: “Don’t do that, for you are
Christians.” Now we don’t believe the Queen said they were
to do this way. We have always been told that she is a good
and kind Queen; but her servants have come and done -
according to their own hearts, and they tell us it is the Queen’s

® heart. It was this Judge Elliott that told our people that our

~ Councils had no power,”and we had no power, and thus
-~ ._destroyed our influence, one over another, in our own villages,
so that now we have a whiskey shop to destroy all the good

|
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0 that is in our village. The taking of our land, and the bringing
£ of the bad among us is all very ‘bad. : -
& -Wher Judge O'Reilly came to measure out our land, he took
g "our land without our’consent, and this has brought all the
) trouble. Mr. McKay was sent here to be our agent. He
3 called a meeting, and heard all the words of the Chiefs. . He-
; said we were right, and wrote down all our words, and said he .
would take all our words to the Government. We waited long

’ but he did not come back, nor did he answer us. All our
words were lost, although ‘he promised to make matters all
right. A short time after, all our people were in great excite-
ment. We held a council, for one of the Government, Mr.
Davie, had said that we did not own one inch of land. So we
sent two of our men to visit, in mid-winter, Vietoria.

Our men did not wish to go. They went, and after reachisg
Victoria, after travelling six hundred miles, at great expense,
the government would not allow our missionaries, Messrs:
Crosby and Green, to be present. We don’t know why they did
this, unless it was to put down the Methodists and help the Church
of England. We heard that Bishop Ridley called for a man of
: war, and he got one to help him. No matter what expense the

-8 : " thing he asks comes to, he gets it. Our Methodists did not ask
a war ship, but they are put down when they try to do good at
their own expense. Our missionaries came back and told us -~
that they were not allowed to speak. The Government pro-
mised our people a commission in the spring, but the commis-
sion did not come till the fall. They sent a surveyor to go on
with surveying our land. The commissioners, Messrs. Planta
and Cornwall, came after they had called at Metlakahtla to get
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the Bishop’s paid interpreter. When they came here they did
" not want to use the szgool-bouse, our usual place of meeting,
but they tried to get an old guest-house of the Hudson’s Bay
Company, then a private house, and next the Temperance Hall.
So we told ‘them wé would not meet them unless they would
meet in the school-house, so they met there. All the people
objected to the interpreter, but the commissioners disregarded
 their wishes. . ' ‘
Mr. Cornwall tried to put Mr. Crosby, our missionary, out of
the house, because he (Mr. Crosby) moved his hand, without
saying a single word to influence his people. By this we see
they help one church and not the other. Sometimes I go to
Alaska to work. J-met Governor Swynford. He spoke very
kind words to me; saying my people could come to Alaska as
Mr. Duncan had come; and we have thought of doing so, for
then our children would get ‘all the advantage of good land,
schools, etc. We had had none here until the Methodist Church
talked about one. Then, more, we hear the Government is to
put up one school at’ Metlakahtla. Again we see it is to heip

the Bishop and his few people, while- all the large country of .

Indians is to be shut out that belong to the Methodist- Church.
Why is it the government helps one church and puts down
another 2 I hope to see the day when this will be put right. -

‘A, W. CLAR.

Sworn to before me this third day of December, A.D. 1888,
-at Port Simpson, Province of British Columbia. -

S. Y. WooTTtox,

A4 Stipendiary -M. agistrate and Justice of the
Peace, in and for the Province
of British Columbia. ’

AFFIDAVIT OF JOHN RYAN (ax INDIAN).

It is many years ago, our fathers had this country from
the great God, and we had no trouble about our land -till late
years when thé Government men came amongst us, so I hope
you will see for -yourself what is troubling the people. One
thing I wish to_ tell you of, a trouble which happened on the
Naas: Every year our fishing tools are taken by the Naas
people; as they have small gardens near all the fishing places.
All of our things were gone one year, so one of our company
locked up their potatoes till the diffizulty would be settled, and
Judge Elliott sent a summons to Samuel Musgrave, had him
brought down to Port Simpson, and tried him. We were all
witnesses. Several ministers were present at .the trial. The
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judge fined Musgrave, and let those who stole our tools, ete., go
free. The Kincolith geople belong to the English Church and -
we belong to the Methodist Church ; this was clear to any one
the reason of his action. We have several good interpreters
among our people, but when the Government party want one
for any purpose they go to Metlakahtla for one, or to some
other: point connected with the Bishop’s party. Ts it because -
ours are Methodists? Those of the ghurch of England are
always bringing trouble to us, and the Government are sending
war-ships and soldiers, at great expense, to the Church of Eng-
land, but there never has been one sent to Port Simpson, for
we are a law-abiding people. ‘ -

The winter before last, this village sent John Ryan a.nd
Richard Wilson to Vietoria to lay their case before the Govern-
ment, and Mr. Crosby was urged to go with them to act as
interpreter. When we reached Viectoria, the Government would
not let Messrs. Crosby and Green act, because they were Meth-
odists. - When they met us we asked for Mr. Crosby to inter-
pret for us, as we could not get one. The late Mr. Smythe
wished Mr. Crosby to.interpret, but the others would not have
him. This showed us they did not wish to have the truth.
We think it was because Messrs. Green and Crosby were Meth-
odists. So we see they, the Government, favor one Church
more than another. It was our land troubles we want set right,
for we have been in great trouble about it. I heard Mr. Smythe
say, “ You will get what you need.”

-Now the Government are building a large school at Metla-
kahtla. where are only a few people Why did they not build
the school where there are many people? At Port Simpson
there are nearly eight hundred people, perhaps more ; at Metla-

-kahtla about eighty people. They send a commission here,

which Teturns to Victoria and tries to shame us ; but we are
still on the Tand God gave to our fathers. We wish to have

. the truth and to be treated like men, and not be deceived and

treated like brutes. Still we shall have a large school. We

- hope- the Government will do right, and let us-live on the

ground of our fathers. God has blessed us agaip with light.
The Skeena people would long  ago have put the Government

- to great trouble but for our chiefs, who told them to stop. We

are glad to hear you are going to put these thmgs right for us.
We pray that God will bless you. :

Taos CrosBY, : JOBN X RYA.N.
" Interpreter, Mark.

Sworn to before me this thied day of December, A.D.,; 1888,

- ~at Port Simpson, Province-of British Columbia, through the
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interpretation of Thomas Crosby, who was sworn by me to
administer the oath to the deponent, John Ryan, and who first
made oath that he had read over and explained to the said
deponent, in the Tsimshean language, the contents of this affi-
davit; and that the deponent seemed to thoroughly understand
the saie, the said deponent making his mark hereto in my
presence. .
" - 8. Y. WoorToN,

A Stipendiary Magistrate and Justice of the
Peace in and for the Province
of Britwsh Columbia.

Copy.]
AFFIDAVIT OF CHIEF PAUL LEGAIC.

We are living on the land that Ged gave to our fathers. I
"have never heard that any grandfather had any trouble about
the land with any people or tribe. Each nation had its own
hunting grounds, its own grounds for fish and for berries, ete.
My people told me that when the first white men came here
they brought liquor and tobacco and- gave these as presents, to
get a piece of ground to trade upon. They paid us for the land
because it was ours. Some years ago the -missionary eame to
teach us God’'s law. We learned s little about God, and we put
off our old ways. Mr. Duncan was the first missionary, He
moved to Metlakahtlah. After many years the Methodist.mis-
sionary came to Port Simpson. ’ \

I was at Metlakahtlah when Judge O'Reilly came. We told .

him our country included the Naas and the Skeena fisheries,
that Port Simpson and Metlakahtla were our winter. quartes.
We asked him not to survey our land. When he visited us
again we asked him to let us keep the Tsimpshean peninsula

and our fishery rights on the Naas and Skeena. He would not*,
consent- to this. Since then we have been told that it is not our °
land. I was at Metlakahtla when a war ship came, and law-

yer Davie 'said to us then that we had not one inch of land.
We asked him if ever the Queen took land without a treaty.
Another year a war ship came to blow up our village, Metla-
kaht® We said all richt; we will stand by our land, or die
by our land. Three different times war ships came to fight us;
but we knew it was our land. Mr. McKay came to Metla-
kahtla, and we sent him away, as we did not want an Indian
* agent, for at all the places where the agents were the people were
worse off than we. What made the most trouble was that the
Government measured off two acres of land at Metlakahtla,
called Mission Point, and let the Bishop of Caledonia have it
We saw the Government was on one side more than the other.
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They helped the Bishop, though thera were only a very few
people with him, the rest being with Mr. Duncan. I had lived
at Metlakahtla for years, but my people came and brought me
back to Port Simpson where I now live. I have seen my
people in great trouble about ‘the land; for they said . the
Government has taken.the land of our fathers. We understand
I the white man has land that God gave him; so has the colored
8 , man ; but they say we have not an inch of land. The Gotern-
1 ment sent their servant; Judge Elliott. He did many things
against us. , He broke down our councils and the government
i of our villages. We had rules, but he, Judge Elliott, said they
= are no good. ’

: We have tried to keep the fear of God before us all this
time. We have had trouble about our land, but still the bad
seemps to.be gaining on us. A liquor licensewas given to a’
trader-here.” Bad white men come and drink the liquor, and
they give it to our people. We sent Mr. Crosby, our mission-

——t A ary, with twe of our men, to Victoria, in the midst of winter,
s _ at great expense. - When they reached Victoria they would not
] let our missionary in because he was a Methodist. Mr. Crosby

- could interpret for us. Afterwards the Commissioners, Messrs.
i .« Cornwall and-Planta,came. They first called at’ Métlakahtla
; and got the Bishop’s paid interpreter. When the Commis-

sioners came here we objected to their interpreter, as we had a

=k ‘a much better one. Mr. Cornwall persisted in the use of the
a4 - interpreter-be brought with him. Though we had the schdol-
--f’é house ready for the Commissioners, they sent their servan:
- around to see if they could not use an old guest-house for their
’I% meeting. -Afterwards tried to get a private house, then the
' . - temperance hall, but we would not meet in any of these places
e B other than the public school-house. They met us there. It
“?ﬁ makes our hearts sore to see things which make us think that.
ddg the Government are helping the Bishop’s party, and are all the
;t,,sg time against our missionary. We have just heard that the
w2 Government is to bave a big boarding-school at Metlakahtla for
L N boys. Why is it built there when' t%xere are only about eighty
% people # Here we have seven or eight hundred people, perhaps
—3 : more. All these and many other things show us that the

= _ Government party is in favor of ome Church more than the
) other. - We don’t ask help from the Government, but we ask
for our rights on the land.

. His
THOMAS CROSBY, PATL x LEGAIC.
Interpreter. ‘ Mark.

" Sworn to before me this third day of December, AD., 1888,
at Port Simpon, Province of British Columbia, through the
- interpretation of Thomas Crosby, who was sworn by me to

' S




" 49

administer the oath to the deponent, Paul Legaic, and who first
made oath that he had read over and explained to the deponent
in the Tsimpshean language the contents of this affidavit, and
that the deponent seemed to thoroughly understand the same,
the said dgponent making his mark Qereto in my presence.

%Y. WooTToN,

A Stipendiary Magistrate and Justice of the
_y Peace in and for the Province
- of British Columbia.

—

AFFIDAVIT OF LOUIS GOSNELL (aN INDIAN).

When I was a little boy my fathers all went on ‘their own
way in ‘this country. There was no trouble about the land.
Mr. Duncan came here about thirty years ago to teach us.
Since, he went off to Metlakahtla and left a lot of bad people
behind. About fifteen years ago we asked for a Methodist
missionary. One came and taught us about Ged, and all our
people gave up their old way to walk in-the new way. Then
we commenced $o build a new town, and to do like the white

man. Then people began to talk about the land on which our
fathers have lived stnce God put them on it. Dr. Powell came

to see us in 1877. He said we need not trouble, because it was
our land, and that the Queen would see that we had our rights.
This is'what our missionary had told us for years. We thought
those words were true. Not long after a land surveyor came
here, and we wished to know what he had come for, After-
wards we found out he had come secretly to mark out land for
some white chiefs, some say Government chiefs. Afterwards
we saw it in the newspaper. It was called the land grab. We
do not wish to keep all the country, nor do we wish to keep
out the white people. We only ask that we keep the penin-
sula, and our fishery rights on the Skeena and on the Naas.
Neither do we wish white men to move off their placés on the
peninsula; but we want to know that the land will be ours
forever. The land is poor—no soil ; only rocks and moss.
When Mr. Tuck came up to survey the land he said we had
a right to protest, and that he would send on our letter to the
proper place. He went on to survey the land. We also sent
letters to Mr. Jemmett, the other surveyor, who promised to
send ‘them on to the Government. Still the surveyors went on,
and we thought our letters were destroyed Lecause we belonged
to the Methodist Church. The Commissioners, Messrs. Corn-
wall and Planta, did not come straight here. as they were to do.

" They called at Metlakahtla for an inte;preter, and brought her - _
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up’the coast, and to all the places to which they went. They
would not change her when our people protested against it.
Our people wished to have their own interpreter, but because
Mrs. Morison was of the Churech of England, she was kept in
employ. Thus we see they prefer one éhurch to another.
his is the big place of all the Tsimpsheans.’.- Here are eight

tribes with their chiefs. We don’t know why they wish to
baild a boarding-school at Metlakahtla, for there there are only
about eighty people, and here there are about eight hundred
people. Nearly four thousand people belong to the Methodists,
and only three hundred- people, or a few mare;, belong to the
Church of England. - iy SN

‘We got into great-trouble about our land. - We chose two of

© our men to go to Victoria, and we urged Mr. Croshy to go with

them. The Naae people sent Mr. Green with some of their
men. When they reached Victoria, the chiefs there would not
allow Mr. Green and Mr. Crosby to come before them with our

" people, so they did-not. tell the great chiefs all our words. We

think it was because we beloqg? to the Methodist Church. We
have been hoping for an answer-to all our words. When Judge
O'Reilly came, we told him our wishes, but he has not angwered
us. He also went to Metlakahtla to get Mrs. Morison for an
interpreter, just as others had done before. Our people do not
know what to think of it. We think it is because our people
are Méthodists they do this to them. We do hope God will
bless us, for He has promised to help the weak, and we shall

trust Him to do it.

T. Crossy, His
Interpreter. - LEwis x GOSNELL.
N , Mark..

Sworn to before me this third day of Deeember, A.D. 1888,
at Port Simpson, Province of British Columbia, through the
interpretation of Thomas Crosby, who was sworn by me to
.administer the oath to the- deponent, Lewis Gosnell, and who
first made oath that he had read over and explained to the
deponent in the Tsimpshean language the contents of this affi-

~ * davit, and that the deponent seemed to thoroughly understand

the same, the said deponent making his mark .hereto in my
presence. . 8. Y. WoorroN;

A Stipendiary Magistrate and Justice of the Peace
in and for the Provinee of British Columbia.

R
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AFFIDAVIT OF CHIEF ALFRED DOUDCWARD.

- As long as'I have lived I have seen my people happy in their
own way on the Jand which God gave to our fathers. When
the Hudson’s Bay Company came here to trade, nothing was
said about land. Other traders also eame here to trade. Our
people did.not always stay on this place. They had‘ four
places : one salmon fishery on the Skeena for the summer; the

. winters they spent here and at Metlakahtla ; in the early spring

they went to Naas River for the small fish. These were the
places where our fathers got their food by fishing and hunting.

The Kineolith people did not always live at the mouth of the
Naas River, but they have just been down a few years, as a
new mission was formed. ’

The Methodist mission was commenced here, and they taught
us about God, and some have learned to read and write and
work at different trades, and we are all trying to be like the
white people. Some time after the commencement of this
mission, Dr. Powell came here in 1877. All the people were

- glad to see him because the great chief had come. He said he

had come to help us. He was sent by the Queen. If we had
any troubles, he said, we were to take them to him and hé
would put them all right. If you want a council, he said, I
stiall be glad to give you help toward this to govern yourselves.
Isaid to him, “ Look on those hills where the bones of our dead
are laid.” . In reply, he (Dr. Powell) said, “ That is right. Tell
me all your hearts, and I will send a strong letter to your good

. mother, the Queen. Don’t trouble yourselves about the land.

It is yours, and no one is going to take it from you, for it is
yours.” I have heard Dr. Powell say this after the feast he
gave. When we were walking toward the Fort, he asked where
the Hudson Bay Company’s claim began. We told him where
they first spoke of their line. He (Dr. Powell) said they (the
Hudson’s Bay Company) do not claim outside of their fence.
Dr. Powell left. All the people were pleased with his promise
to look after all our interests. '

Not many years after, a surveyor came up when all the
people were away at Naas, and secretly surveyed the land all
over the bay and round the harbor. The land was taken up
by. private men, etc. and we heard that the Government men

~were in the land steal. The whole thing was done while our

@

people were away from home. When our people returned, we
sent a letter to Dr. Powell, for he had told us that when we
were in trouble to write him. We did not believe that he
would help the land speculator, or that he would allow them to
take our:land. ‘

% R R A

A A R 3 Cea e h S e

o

SR e

e

®
7
2
&
5
1
B
il
&
]
W
5
2
3
4
o
4
§



- 8 et i,

Sy

1
I P
B TR

e do o 41

4

L I e AL TRINERAN 51 It R R ¢ T4

R T

52

Judge O’Reilly came to settle our land trouble. He did nov

-send us word about his coming, so that most of our people were

away when he came. I met him in the mission-house, was
introduced to him by our missionary, Mr. Crosby. I said te
him, “ What have you come for ?” He replied, “ The Govern-
ment has sent me to measure the land.” I asked how much
land he was going to measure. He said, “I want to see about
it first ;” then he asked me how much I thought it ought to be.
I said, “ All the way between the Naas and the Skeena rivers.”
He said, “Po! po! fMd«all rock and mountain; what can you
do with it.?” I-84id to him, “ What would you think *if we
went to England and said we are going to take your-land ?
What would .you do? Would you be pleased ?” He said, no,
we would not like it. The Queen would not let it be done. So
I said, “ That is the way we feel” We met, and wrote a letter
and protested against his movements; for we saw that he was
going to take our land from us. We expected the Government
would help and protect us from bad white men. But it was
the Government that was going to take the land. A chief went
up to Naas to urge Mr. O'Reilly not to take our land there.
He gave one chain in front, commonage, but all the good land
at the back to the Kineolith people, because they are Chureh of

" England in religion and we are Methodists. We have no place

to get wood on the Naas River as we used to, owing to Judge
O’I%eilly giving the woodland to the Kincolith people. He
promised to call here and have a meeting, but he did not do so.
He went off another way. Afterwards Capt. Jemmett went to
the Naas. He did not tell us he 'was going, We sent a letter
to stop him. He told us that our letters of protest should be
sent to the Government, but the Government has not answered
them.

Capt. Jemmett afterwards ‘came to Port Simpson. Again we
protested. He promised to send on our letters. We were in
great trouble, and some of our people were ready to fight; but
our missionary told us to be quiet and pray to God, and that
He would help us. So we did not break any law about -our
land. No words in reply to our protests have yet come to us
from the Government. Capt. Jemmett said our way was right,
but said, do’not stop us . You have a right, he said, to protest,
and this is the way Christians do. He was allowed to go on.

We had a visit from that great chief, Lord Dufferin. At that -
time there was trouble with the Government about the land.
He made a speech. He said the Queen’s Government has never
yet taken any counfry without a ireaty. If no treaty has yet
been made, it is still the Indian’s country. When we heard

: this, all our hearts were glad, the words of this wise chief, as

we always felt safe in our possessions.
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. Some time after, Mr. McKay, an Indian agent, was sent, When
he.came he called a meeting of all the people in the school-house.
He said, Chiefs, I have come to help you, and to watch over you.
We told him what Mr. O'Reilly had done, of the lund grab, ete.,
round the bay. We also told him, as we had told Mr. O'Reiliy,
thatewe must keep our country from.the Naas to the Skeena.
He said, I shall take your words to the Government, and try
and -settle it all. Also we told him we wanted to have a good
large boarding school for our boys, and he promised to do all
he eould fo get it. I will do all I can to help you, he said. He
went away and never came back ; so nothing eame of his visit.
He, Mr. McKay, took down our words, yet we never got one
word from him. Not hearing from him, we sent him a letter
to know if he was dead or alive. He sent us one letter, but
seemed in an angry mood. This was the man who was going
to settle all our troubles. We have sent letters to the Govern-
ment, also we sent one of our Chiefs to Ottawa to see about
our interests, with Mr."Duncan and two of his men, to meet Sir.
John A. Macdonald. Sir John has not/ yet answered us. Not
long ago, right in the midst of winter, we sent two of our men
to Victoria, with our missionary, as he could speak our lan-
guage. Though he did not wish to go, we urged him so much
to go that he went. When he had reached Victoria, the ménin
power would not let Mr. Crosby interpret for our Indians. Mr.

* Green, the missionary at Naas, went down with two of his men.

He was not allowed to interpret for them. An Indian from

the Naas was chosen interpreter. He told the men in power

that he could not interpret. Still they went on with him as if
they did not wish to hear the truth. . )
Richard Wilson, one of our men, said, we don’t wish to be
slaves on our land. Mr. Smythe said, you are free men, and
what you wish the Government will give, and they are willing

todo what you say. The Government promised to send up a

Commissioner—we hoped our land troubles would then be

settled. Messrs. Cornwall and Planta were sent up to the

Naas. They called bere on the way down, having with theman _

interpreter from the Bishop's following at Metlakahtla’;, got a

meeting of the people, but the people did not like the way the -

Commissioners went to work. The people of Port Simpson had
chosen me'and others to speak. There are eight tribes with
their chiefs here. I am the chief of the Kit-an-dok tribe. We
wished to bave our own interpreter, but the Commissioners
would not allow us to have her interpret for us, but kept their
own. I gave a part of my speech to the Commissioners. Spoke
up to 6 pm. When we again met I was told that I was not to
speak any more before them. I asked them why? They said
you are a white man; so they did not get the words of the

/
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head of our tribe. When the Commissioners went away they

told us they would send an answer to our words; but no
answer has come to us up to the present. They sent an Indian
agent against our wishes. Mr. O’Reilly has since come, and
told us he wanted to cut the reserve into two—between us and
the geople of Metlakahtla. We told him we wanted no division
of the reserve, He has, against our wishes, made the division
of the reserve: giving to 80 people about as much land as he
has given to 800 people. There dre people living here who
came from Metlakahtla when the crowd went over to Alaska.
They have houses at that village, but the Indian agent says ,
they cannot be allowed to take their houses down to rebuild
them at Port Simpson. The Metlakahtla people are of the

« Church of England, followers of Bishop Ridley ; the people here
« are Methodists, therefore they are not allowed to have their

houses removed from Metlakahtla. An old man on the Naas,
a Methodist, removed from his village to Kincolith under
Bishop Ridley, taking his houge with him. The Indian agent

does .not interfere in this case to prevent a house being taken :
down. The Government help the Church of England in all the -

work. The officials are all with the Bishop’s party. All are on
one side in all the work. .

We had a good council here to keep the village in order, but
Judge Elliott came and said it was no council and no-good, and
broke it up. Mr. Harrison, of the Church of England, living
at Massett, on Queen Charlotte’s Island, held a trial, tined a man;
and he (Mr. H.) said, “Dr. Powell told me-to do so.” He had
power from Dr. Powell, the Superintendent of Indian Affairs
in British Columbia. So you see one Church is treated differ-
ently from the other. - : o

. i " ALFRED DOUDOWARD

Sworn to before me this the 3rd day of December, 1888, at
Port Simpson, British Columbia. .
. S. Y. WoortoN,

b Stipendiary Magistrate and Justice of the
Peace in and for the Province
of British Columbia.

AFFIDAVIT OF CHARLES ABBOTT (N INDIAX).

I heard Dr. Powell say, in Chief Albert Nelson’s house,
The land: is yours, and you ought to have it right up to the
Hudson Bay Company’s fence. I was in the Fort when the

- people told Judge O'Reilly to stop his work, as he would not

allow them as much land as they wished. When Mr. O’Reilly

1
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came most of our people were away, because he had not let
them know of his coming; but he did not wish to do what our
ople wanted. He went on to the Naas. One of our Chiefs
followed him, and told him what were our claims on the Naas
(see Blue Book); but stil} he would not do what he said—went
on and gave our land on the Naas to a few Kincolith people
at the mouth of that river. We see Judge O’'Reilly went up to
help the Church of England people, and he did not wish us
to live on our own ground, which was the camping-place of
our fathers. - We had houses on our land on the Naas many
long years before Judge O'Reilly came up. Still he said that
he did not wish us to build houses for fishing, and only gave us
‘one chain on the bank of the river Naas. The rest of the
ground that we and our fathers cleared he gave to the
. Kincolith Church of England people. We see that Mr. O'Reilly
does not wish to help the Indians, or to see them become wise.
Dr. Powell came again, and said that he was going to send an
agent; but the people’ did not wish to have an agent. Dr.
Powell had promised us many good things, but he did not
fulfil his promises. He sent Mr. McKay, and he called a
meeting and heard all that we had to say. Mr. McKay said we
were all right, and he put down our words. He said also
that ‘'he would lay all our words before the Government, but
we never saw him again. Soon Mr. Jemmett, a surveyor, came,

and the people sent him a letter of protest against his survey.

He came here in the latter part of summer. Again we
protested, and he said he' would send our letter to the Govern-
ment and it would be attended to; but we have never heard
8 word from him. Mr. Tuck, anothefssurveyor, came here the;
following spring, though we had askedifor a Commission, and
the Government had promised ome. M. Tuck came before the
Commission.. We told him not to go on with the survei

of the land against our wishes. We sent him a letter, which.

he promised to send to Vicforia.” He went on surveying the
land, but we have not heard a single word from that day
to this. - .

A year before last a Commission came, consisting of Messrs.
Cornwall and Planta. They called at Metlakahtla and took
Mrs. Morison as interpreter. They had no reason to do that,
for we had a better interpreter up here. So in all this we see
the Governiment are opposed to the missionaries of ‘the Meth-
odist Church, and help the others. When they came here they
tried every waynot to use our school-house; tried to get the
old guest-house of the Hudson’s Bay Company, then & small
private house, then the temperance hall; but the people told
them that if they did not hold the meeting in-the school-house,
they would not meet them at all.

—
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. No one told us to have strong hearts about our land; but
‘the men of the Government have . told so many stories and
made so many: promises, we are strong. By all this false
dealing we" got our eyes opened, and have found out their
bad tricks. %Ve see they do not wish to do right. N

The Commissioners met and heard the words of our people,
and wrote them down, and promijsed that the Government
should send us an answer, which they have not done, but sent
an Indian agent—forced him upon us. We do not want
an agent, for we have never consented to any of their work.
Judge O'Reilly was sent again. This is what we object to.
-We see that the Government aré opposed to us. We have
never given up our land or taken any from the Government.
We don’t wish to hear them say, it.is the missionary tha
has put. all this into our heads. Yes, the missionaries-have
taught us so that we know something of what is'right. /‘/ B

o~
=

‘ His -
T. CrosBy,’ CHARLES X ABBOTT.
Interpreter. . ‘ k.

Sworn to before me this third day of Deceniber, A.D. 1888,
at Port Simpson, Province of British Columbia, through the
interpretation of Thomas Crosby, who was sworn by me to
administer the oath to the deponent, C}yér]es Abbott, and who
fixst made oath that he had read ovef and explained to the
deponent in the Tsimpshean language the contents of this
affidavit, and that the deponent séemed to thoroughly under-
,stand the same, the Yaid deponent making his mark hereto
in my presence. 4

/

/' S. Y. Woorox,

Stipendiary Magistrate and Justice of the
. L Peace in and for the Province
_ - of British Columbia.

Copy.]
« STATEMENT OF CHIEF HERBERT WALLACE.

Some time ago the Government said they would not deal
with us. Judge O’Reilly came up and laid out a piece of land
for us and called it a reserve, and said no one could take it
from us. ~ Afterwards came a surveyor and cut off Mission Point
at Metlakahtla, and gave it to-the Bishop of Caledonia.

A few months ago Judge O’Reilly came again and divided
our land against our will into two parts, giving the Metlakahtla
people (about 100 in all) as much land as he gave us, about 800
people. Wedon’t want this. We want the whole of the Tsimp-

shean peninsula. We were heathen people once; then we did

-~
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not know anything.about our land, but now we are being
%vilized, we know this to be our land from our knowledge of
od. - -
. Three years ago our people sent me to Ottawa with Mr. Dun-
can, ete., where we met Sir Jobn Macdonald. He said to us,
“ What do you want ?” We answered, “ We are greatly troubled
about our land.” Sir John replied, -“ The land belongs to you.
Nobody is going to take it from you.” After an interview of
balf an hour, Sir John sent us to Mr. Vankoughnet, telling us
that he had charge of the Tsimpshean people. To Mr. Van-
koughnet we said, “ We want to be free on our own land.”
We also told him we wanted the whole of the Tsimpshean penin-
sula, and that we would ‘allow the. white people now on the
land to remain; but that we do not want more to come. He
promised us all that we wanted, telling us he would take our
words to Parliament when it opened, and afterwards he would
send us word to let us know what had been done for us. We
returned home told our people what was said to us, and ever
since no answer has been sent to our words. Instead of send-
ing us an answer, he, or some one else, sent up a surveyor to
mark only a small piece of land for us. This we thought was
his answer. We tried to stop the surveyors by letter. Mr.
Vankoughnet came to Victoria. In company with several gentle-
men, ministers and laymen of the Methodist Church, I met him
at the Driard House. He promised to hold an interview with
us that day at 2 o’clock p.m, in Dr. Powell’s office. When we
came to his-office, Dr. Powell would not allow the Revs. Mr.
_ Starr and Mr. Tate, N. Shakespeare, Esq. (then M. P.), Sheriff
MecMillan, ete., to be present at our interview, so we Tsimpsheans
*were heard alone. Mr. Vankoughnet said to us, “ What do you
want? What have you come for?” I answered, “ Why did
- not Sir John fulfil his promise to answer our words?” Mr.
Vankoughnet said, “ We did promise you to send word to either
Mr. Duncan or to Dr. Powell.”. I asked, “ What had, Mr. Dun-
can or Dr. Powell to do with us? You promised to send the
Tsimpsheans an answer.” Again I said, “ Why did not Sir John
answer us?” Mr. Vankoughnet said, Judge O'Reilly had sent
a letter to Sir John, telling him the Tsimpsheans were satisfied
with their land. Judge O'Reilly was present; T turned to him,

asking him what Tsimpsheans were satisfied with his survey. I

told him that I was a Tsimpshean and that I was not satisfied.
Mr. O’Reilly said, “ The people take me where they want me to
go and I give them a piece of land there.” I said to him, “ You
remember Moses McDonald, a chief of the Tsimpsheans, that he
was opposed to your surveys. Show me a paper with the
name of a Tsimpshean chief to it, who says he is satisfied with
your surveys? That shows you, Mr. O'Reilly, you did not do
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right, because you cannot show me such a paper” M.
O’Reilly said, “ They are satistied.” Isaid, “ How can they be
satisfied when you gave a part of their lands on which their
Ig{udson’s Bay Company ?” Mr. Vankough-
net said, “ What do” you want such a big lot of land for?” I
said, “We are only wanting what is our own.” Mr. Van-
koughnet said the reserve would not be divided. All who spoke
the same language would be one. Mr. Vankoughnet said, “ Mr.
Duncan must have put you up to say this;” but I said “No,
Mr. Duncan is away in the United States, and our brothers are
over there, because you did not do what you promised.” . '

- 18

HERBERT WALLACE. X

Mark. .
PorT Srmrson, JAN., 1889,

Herbert Wallace has sworn before me that the foregoing -
document is an expression of his own views. i )
R. H. Havy, J. P.

STATEMENT OF RICHARD WILSON (4N INDIAN).

I am glad to have this opportunity to say something. about
our land. I think I am not mistaken in calling this land our
own ; because I know this land was given to us by the hand of
God, from the beginning of the world until now. I donlt know
why we should be troubled about our own land. We should
have no more trouble about our land than I have about my
coat. My coatis my own. No one should take it from me.
So our land is our own, and the Government should not inter-

_fere with it. We cannot allow any one to take our land from

us. The Government ought not to take it from us without a
treaty, or getting it from us in some upright way.
The Government has not treated us aright yet. Years ago

-we sent Herbert Wallace to Ottdéwa. Sir John promised him

to send us an answer to our words, but he has not yet done so. -
In this way Sir Jobn has not done right. . He broke his own
promise. By the English law he has not done right. The
English law is straight, not crooked. So Sir John ought to
have answered us, for he was at the head of Indian Affairs. I
think if Sir John had fulfilled his promise, we should not be in
trouble to-day: about our land. The reason why we write
again is that we may have justice. We should net be in
trouble so many years while justice could be 'had. It is a
shame for us to go somewhere else for justice, whilst there is
the law of England to settle the trouble for us, We don’t

- want to have this land called a reserve, because the land is now
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our own, and it is not right .for us to borrow what is our own.

The pepole sent me to Victoria in company with the Revs. Mr. -

Crosby and Mr. Green, etc. There I met Mr. Smythe, the
Prime Minister of the Province. .He said the Queen gave us
our reserve, but that white men had to -buy their land. He
also said no one could take away our land from us. I do not
believe this, for the Flat Heads, of Victoria, had their land

taken from them after Mr. Smythe had said this to me. We

know the reserves are not strong; for a surveyor came to divide
the reserve of the Tsimpsheans into two parts, giving as much
to the one hundred people at Metlakatlah as to the eight
hundred people at Port Simpson. This was done against our
will. This shows us that this reserve is not strong to us. It
is not strong enough for a man to live on it. Because the offi-
cers of the Government gave as much land to the people of
Metlakatlah as they gave to the people of Port Simpson. It
shows us that they are one-sided. Vse think the reason is because
we, the many, are Methodists, and the few at Metlakatlah are
Church of England.

Tell me, sir, if you think this is right ? I think myself it is

not right. The Goyernment now is building a boarding-school

at Metlakatlah where there are only about one hundred people,
and they have paid no attention to us whatever. The law
officers all live at Metlakatlah. There are two judges there
and one constable, all employed by the Government to logk
after one hundred people, while at Port Simpson there is only
one magistrate- for about eight hundred people, and he is not
hired by the Government. What-do you think of this, sir?
We show  you these things that you may know we are not
properly treated. We want to be dealt with aright here only.
We will follow what is right about our land. You know better
than we do these two things are not right. The way the
Government do things hurts our feelings.

Our forefathers, from all time, went to the Naas in spring to
fish for oolachan. When the fishing is going on, they used

poles for drying their fish on, and for nets; firewood for caok-’

ing and boiling their fish; also they cut down timber for boxes
to put thevoolachan grease in. "The poles, firewood and timber
they cut on the lands on the Naas River. Nobody doubted
their right to cut down timber for these purposes, because it
was wel\ known the land and the right to cut down timber
were their own. Now, since the land has been divided on the
- Naas River into reserves, we see from the Indian Act [the
British Columbia Timber Law is probably meant] that it is
impossible for us to cut down timber for our own use without
being considered trespassers, and subject to a fine. That is our
rights inherited from our -fathers have been given to others,
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namely, to the Kincolith. people, who now live at the mouth of
the Naas, and are people who have come out from tribes now
living at the villages on the Upper Naas. Kincolith was only
founded between fifteen and twenty years ago. We look upon
the above us a great injustice to our people. It will be almost

~impossible for us to take with us to the Naas every spring

poles, firewood, and timber along with our other things, suffi-
cient. to carry on our work. T%e Government has given us
only Mchmn of land above high water mark for our use,
-and they eall it Commonage. On .the Commondge there is
nothing but grass. .If the Government carry out the -Indian
Act in regard to timber on the reserves, we, the Tsimpsheans,
shall not be able to go the Naas to fish, and so we shall lose a
part of .our food. So we ask you to judge this matter now, and
have it put right before trouble is made between us and the
Naas people

The Commonage on the Naas should be increased, say to two
chains, and our rights inherited from our forefathers to cut

. down such timber as we need for fishing purposes in spring

should be secured to us. On the Commonage when our camps
are built, the land is ours, and no one has any right to make
garden of it, as ¥s done now, for it brings trouble to us. We
shall be very happy.if you secure to us these rights. We ask .
the Government to secure to us the whole of the Tsxmpshean
peninsuld for our own and our children’s uge after us. " On the
Skeena River we ask that our fishing stations be-secured to us ;.
and also we ask that those pieces of land around the Skeena
fishing stations, suitable for gardens, be secured to us and our
children.

R. H. HALL, J.P., ' RICHARD WILSON.
N Witness to signature.

PorTt Sivpsox, Jax,, 1889.

LETTER OF PORT SIMPSON CHIEFS, AND OTHERS,
re SURVEYS ON THE NAAS RIVER.

Portr Simreson, May 20th, 1880.

To Capt. W. J. J E){METT and other Sm‘veyora of Indxan Landa
on the Naas,
Sirs,— . - -
. We have heard that you have come to survey land on
Naas River. We think that we should have been told by the
Government, as the Government well know we are all interested

. in thé Reserves on the Naas.

[
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For genera.tmns we have lived on the Naas part of the year.
Our fathers: had large houses there, and spent some months
there to gather small fish and fix their food, and we still hold
our claim to those fishing grounds, as you will see by our
houses, ete., being still there, and we do not wish to have them
taken from us. This i one reason why we sent a delegation to
Ottawa, to have this and other matters settled about our land,
and as it is not yet settled we do not wish you to survey the
land now. .

Judge O'Reilly started all the trouble on the Naas between
us and the Kincolith people by saying he had given us only a
chain for our fishing ground.

These people have just a few years ago moved down to Kin-
colith, the mouth of the river, and we do ot see why they
should wish now to plant our fishing grounds that we have held
so long.

We have no obJectlon to them planting all the ground they
wish up the river,. at their old homes, but we do not wish
them to plant on our fishing grounds. s

If they do, we shall always have trouble. One of our chiefs
was sent up with J udge O'Reilly and pointed this out to him,
but he would not listen, so now we do not wish to have our
Jland surveyed till we have heard from the Government at
Ottawa.

All we wish in all this land question is our rights; so you have
heard our words, and know that we do not Wlsh the land sur-
veyed till it is properly settled.

Signed on behalf of Indian Council of Port Snnpson

Their marks.

ALFRED DOUDOWARD. X
GEORGE KELLY. X
PAUL SCOUGATE. - X
DAVID SwaNSON. X
T. Crosny,
Witness.
Copy.] ‘
LETTER OF PORT SIMPSON CHIEFS TO W. J
: JEMMETT, Esq., ¢ SURVEY.

: Port SivpsoN, November 6th, 1886,
W. J. JemmEeTT, ESQ. '
SIR,—

We have received your letter, and wish to ask you to be

good enough to wait until our chiefs and people come home,
then we shall be pleased to bave a meeting and hear your
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explanafions about the survey of our land. All we wish about
our land is justice and peace as long as we live. ‘

We are, Sir,

Yours respectfully,
Their marks.
PauL ScowGATE. X
JAMES Haywoob. X
OWEE. X
— Lick. X
T. Croszy, ,
Witness.
Copy ] ’
PROTEST OF PORT SIMPSON CHIEFS AGAINST
SURVEY. ’

Port SimpsoN, November 6th, 1886.
W. J. JEMMETT, EsqQ.
SIiR,—
At the meeting held this evening you heard the words

of our chiefs, that they do not wish you to go on with the sur-

vey of any reserve for them and their people, as they have not
been satisfactorily treated with in the matter; and we hereby
protest against the survey of our land, or any part of the inher-
itance of our fathers.

Signed by request and on behalf of the Indian chiefs and

people of Port Simpson.

. Their marks.
Paor LEicaic. X
DAVID SWANSON. X
A. DoUDOWARD. X
MATTHEW SHEPHERD. X
C. PricE. %
—_— MATTHEW JOHNSON. X
T. CrospY,

Witness.

+ Copy.] ‘

-STATEMENT OF DAVID M¢KAY (a¥ INDIAY).
Naas River, B.C,; Nov, 27th.
‘I expected the officers of the Government would be true, but
it is not so. I saw a map in the Church mission-house at
Kincolith, and the Indians told me that Dr. Powell sent it to

them, and that Mr. O'Reilly had given them (the Indians of
Kincolith) the land at Fishery Bay (Reserve No. 10), which Mr.

-
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O'Reilly himself promised us in 1881, when e came to Fishery
Bay and saw us living on the lands.» This map troubled me
much, because I saw on it marked “ Kincolith Reserve,” the land
at Fishery Bay that was given us. In the spring of 1885, on
June 24th;I went to the Indian Office, Victoria, with Arthur
Calder and William Jeffries, and saw Mr. Moffat and Mr. Green
from Mr. O'Reilly’s office, and one other white man. Mr.
Moffat asked us what we wanted. I'said, “I want to ask you
about our land, if you have any maps in the office here to show
our lands.” He answered, “ Where is your home ?” “ Green-
ville,” I replied. “ Oh, Lach-al-tsap you came “from, do you?”
he said. “Yes,” I answered. “No,” he said, “there are no

papers about your land; we have not made the maps yet for

the Indians.” I said, “I want to ask you if you had a map ?”
“No,” he replied ; “ tff map will show your land, but we have
not made them yet.” I said, “I tell you why I came, because
I saw a map at Kincolith Church mission, and they said it was
sent from this office; tha.t?(is why I came to ask, for I saw
Fishery Bay, our land, marked on this map, that they said Dr.
Powell senf them ; because Mr. O'Reilly said when he was with
us in 1881, that he gave us the land down to Black Point,
including. Fishery Bay, and then I saw that land on Kincolith
map, so 1 came here to ask about it.” Mr. Moffat answered,
“No, no; we did net give a map to Kineolith,” “Is thatso?”
I asked; “Did it not go from here? Why, Frederick Allen,

-" of Kincolith, told me that he came to Victoria when his brother -

committed suicide in Victoria gaol, and that he went to Dr.
Powell and he gave him the map to take back to Kincolith,
which he did.” Mr. Moffat answered, “1 do rfot know that man.
We did not give a map to Kincolith, or any Indian from Kin-
colith ; they have never received a map from here. We would
not give a map to just one village” I asked, “ Where did the
map come from then ?” “I don’t know,” he said ; “ some white
man, perhaps, made it for them; we did not; Dr. Powell did
not. I will call Mr. Green from Mr. Kelly’s office.” . I answered,
“There is trouble all about the Kincolith map between our
village and Kincolith people, because they have our land on
their map.” Mr. Green now spoke and explained to.us that a
map had not been sent. He repeated this many times A
little after this, Mr. Green, our missionary, received a letter
from Ottawa, in answer to one he had written to the Depart-
ment, in which it said, “ Dr. Powell wrote he did send the map
to Kincolith.” I was surprised at how they had deceived
Arthur Calder, William Jeffries and myself. We want the
Government to do right-and make a treaty with us, and givé us
enough land for ourselves, and then give us a present for that
the Queen will take, so that our hearts will not be troubled
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" again. We are not against the Government, but we want the

officers to treat us all alike. We do not want to‘break one of
the Queens laws, and we want just one more law, the treaty.
I know the people at Kincolith want a treaty too. I heard
them ask Mr. Collison to write a letter to Dr. Powell, telling
hiim théy wanted a treaty. = Mr. Collison replied, « He would
not; that if he wrote it he would be hanged,” and so he

' 'frw'htened the people ; but they want a treaty.

These words are true, and I hope_the :good. chiefs will listen
to us, and give us what is right in the sight of the great God.

\ Davip McKay.
ELIZABETH SAVAGE,
Witness.
k3

s “C'ozoﬂ” T -

S’T‘ATEME\TT OF CHIEF ARTHUR CALDER.

GBEENVILLE NAAS R1VER, Nov. 27th 1888

I, Arthur Calder, declare that I went with David McKay
and William Jeffries,’and 1 heard David ask Mr. Moffat about
the map at Kincolith Church Mission; and he asked if Dr.

. Powell sent it ; and Lheard Mr. Moffat say that it was not sent
to them at all and then Mr. Green, the surveyor, said, too,
that the map was not sent them, for they had not made one,
and that no Indian had received one. I also heard them both
declare that if Kincolith had a map, some white man had made
it ; that it did not go from Powell to Kincolith. *

> ARTHUR CALDER.
EL1ZABETH SAVAGE,

Witness.” >

Coupy.]
STATEMENT OF CHARLES RUSS (ax INDIAN).

Naas RIver, B.C., Nov. 27th, 188D,

1 want to say that we, the Indians of Naas River, are not
satisfied about our land, because the officers of the Government
say the land is not ours. Before the white men came here, we
had the land and said it was ours; and, when the white men
did come, we still continued to say, this is our land. It is Jjust
the last few years that the Government said that the lands did
not belong to us; but we did not believe this; and, when Mr.
Cornwall and Mr. Planta, Commissioners, came, we asked them
to make a treaty with us, and so we would ha\e the land we
need for our own. and the Government have the other part.
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And, when we asked this, Mr. Planta and Mr. Cornwall read a
book, and said for twenty years we had had no land. This was
the first time we heard this from the mouth of the officers of the
Government, and this surprised us ally All the chiefs were
troubled at this; and, from all this our people want a treaty.
because they never saw such a thing before. "We have all our
old traditions about the laws of the past, but we have no story
like this of one people taking the land from another without
an agreement. So, if the white chiefs want our land, we ask
them to go by the Quecn’s law and make a treaty with us. We
have many times asked Dr. Powell and Mr. O'Reilly for what

we wanted ; but they did not do it. We have told them what .

troubled us, and what would give us peace; but they take no
notice of us. We know it is not us against them; but they
are very mueh against us; and want to take the land from us
that always belonged to our forefathers. I know that Dr.
Poweil does not take care of us, for I was sent by the Indians,
with Chief Mountain, to Victoria, to go and talk to him about
our troubles. I paid my way on the steamer, and. Mountain
and I went, with Mr. Crosby and Mr. Green, to talk to Dr.
Powell. He told us another day he would see:us and answer

us, but he did not hear our other words ; and, after a long time,

we returned home without any answer; and so we know that
he did not want to assist us. =~

And I want to say, Mr. O'Rielly deceived us in 1881. When
he first came, he told us that he would set apart one chain at
Fishery Bay as a commonage, on the bank of the river; for all
to fish on; and, back of that, one chain deep, he gave to us,
“the residents of Lach-al-tsap.” But, since then, he has changed
his word, we hear; but, when he was here in August last, we
told him his words to us, and that -it was our land, and that he
admitted this in his report of 1881 ; and that he was the only
one who told us it should be ours. He did -not make any
answer to these words. We know that Dr. Powell and Mr.
O’Reilly are troubled in their hearts ; they are against us, and
"we do not want them to be the judges of who is wrong. Let
the Government judge between us and them as to who is wrong.
These are the men who judged Mr. Duncan, and, by their
unfairness, sent so many of our friends out of the country.

Do not believe that we are the only people who are troubled
about this land; Kincolith people, Church Mission, mouth of
. the Naas, are troubled very much, too. Their teachers tell them
they will receive special favors if they abide by Dr. Powell and
judge O’Reilly’s degisions; but it shows how troubled they are
when they went after and took the Fish Commissioner, and
wanted him to give up the money from the boat fisheries, be-
cause the water and the land belonged to them, they said. . We
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have not done this; but with my mouth I tell you we want a

treaty to the lands that the great God gave to our forefathers.

The Commission, a year last fall, promised we should -
have an answer to our words that they wrote down, but it
never comes. These my words are true.

' His
Signed, CHARLES x Russ. -
ELIZABETH SAVAGE, : Mark.

Witness.

STATEMENT OF GEORGE A GIBSON (AN INDIAN).

Naas River, B.C.,.Nov, 19th, 1888.
We know the sons fathers owned this land.” God gave it to

‘them when He made them, and they gave it to us, so we know

it b#ongs to us, for we never gave it away, and never sold it.
And I cannot think how the white Government says our land
belongs to themy: I do not know who gave it to them. = All the
things that our forefathers had we know, and they told us
what they sold, and wha# they did not sell, and they never told

* us they sold the land, and so we know they did not. I know

it belongs to our forefathers, they mever gave it to_the white
men, and so it is ours to-day. So I am surprised .that Mr.
O'Reilly, who came here this August, said that we were calling
ours which belonged to the Queen. That the land - did not
belong tous. We are not against the Government in saying
this. We are not in rebellion, but we want the Government to
do right with us. We have taken the Queen’s flag over us, and
honor it. We have taken the Queen’s law to guide us, but
when we took the flag and the laws we never had a little
thought thatjp so doing we were giving away our land. And
all the officers of the Government told us that our property |
would be protected. Mr. O'Reilly came in 1881 to lay off re-

* serves, and we were surprised at this; and he measured off just

a small piece; which he.said was for us; but it was too small,
not large enough for us, not enough for us to live on, only a
little from our houses ; we told how much we wanted, but he
only shook his head. Only a swmall part of what he measured
is good. My heart is sick, and so are all our people, because’
the land is so large outside of what he measured for us, and our
berry trees, our salmon streams, and our hunting grounds, are
in this land that is taken from us. These are not in what Mr.
O'Reilly measured for us. We are not like white people who

. grow their food near their houses; our land will not grow wheat
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or oats, or barley. We have to set traps #o catch the
fisher, and the lynx, and the martin, and to shood (\a_ bear, and
to gather berries, and we have to use a lot of country to do
this, and the animals get fewer each year. We wan all these
put right for us so we can live. Mr. O'Reilly, when he first -

came here, measured -off the land he said was for us, but oux

hearts were not satisfied then, and they are not satisfied now. .
And Mr. O’Reilly measured off our fishing ground at Stony

Point (Fishery Bay Reserve No. 10). We had always camped

there the summer months long before Mr. O'Reilly came. He |
came and saw us there, and said he reserved one chain deep

along the front for a commonage, and back of that he said it

was for us the residents of Lach-al-tsap (Greenville), but after-

wards he changed his word, and said he did not give it to us.

And so'my heart is troubled: I don’t think his'word is good

because he has two words. I also saw the map at Kincolith-
which was sent them' by Dr. Powell, to show the Kincolith

Indians their reserves, and in this map was included the land
at Stony Point where we camp, and which Mr. O’'Reilly said

he reserved for us. We sent to Dr. Powell for a map, but he

would not give us one. I and the people see that Dr. Powell

and Mr. O'Reilly treat the Kincolith Indians different from

what he does us. I saw the same thing at Metlakahtla when
Dr. Powell and Mr. O’Reilly treated Mr. Duncan different from

what he treated Bishop Ridley, and he did it till Mr. Duncan’s
Indians were driven out of the country; and we do not like to
see the same thing being done by him on the Naas. I want to

see the Government do right by us, and the officers to treat us

all alike, not help one village different from another, and then

- we shall have confidence in their work. We want sufficient

land for ourselves, to be our own; we do not want it as a reserve;

and give us a treaty, and something for the outside, our hearts

will then be satisfied. .

TimorHY DERRICK, GEORGE A. GIBSON.
Witness to Signature. N :

Copy.] "
' STATEMENT OF CHIEF SCABAN.

Krr-LAcH-DAMUX, Naas River, B.C,

, : Now. 13th, 1888
My heart is very sick because the white man want to take

our land away from us, anid do not make ‘a strong promise to

us on paper. We want a treaty, and want the Government to

give us something for our land. God gave us the land, and we
picked our berries, got our furs, made our houses, and made our
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canoes ; all our iiving came. off of this land, and out (;f\.‘t,‘his
water, and now our hearts are made sick by the white chiefs
takina neatly all our land away from us. We do not want a

reser ve if we do not have a treaty, for the reserve is not large

enough for.us to live on. Our berries and hunting grounds are".

not in the reseryes. Mr. O'Reilly did not do right; when he
was here he said he would take away my power and give it to

another man. Mr. O'Reilly did not make me chief of Kit-lach-

damux ; my power came from my forefathers, and all in the

" village acknowledge that I am their chief, but because I did
- not want our land surveyed he said he would take my power
away and give it to some one else. God gave us a good survey ;

when he gave us the land, and we do not want Mr. O'Reilly to~
survey the land unless the Government make a treaty with us;
and give us a present for our land. ' God made-this land, and
then_put.us on it, so we know it is. ours. We do not ‘want’ an
Indian agent ; he does not know our language: or our hearts,
and agents speak to bad white men who hate the Indians, and
the agent believes all the bad words he hears. The white man’s
law is no one to cut timber without paying the Government.
We do nat have. good timber on our reserve, but we have no
money to pay for cutting trees down: When Dr. Powell came
to my village a long. time ago he spoke good words, but his

!

‘

;

words turned to smoke. I gave him some old things—stodes,-

ete., because he asked me for them, and he promised me he
would leave the money down at Mr. Croasdaile’s for me, and
when I would go down the river I would get it. But I went
for it, but Mr. Croasdaile said Dr. Powell did not leave any
money for me. oowF

We love the Queen, and use her flag and obey her law, but
we did not understand that in doing this she would take our
Jand away from us for nothing. T am getting old, and I want
to see my people satisfied and happy before I die, so I beg the
good chiefs to listen to my heart. I want to be friendly with
all the white people, and so I want the Queen to make a treaty
with us, and we will know what the Government will do for

w7

. us, and we will make a strong promise and never break it, for

God sees us.
His
ELIZABETH SAVAGE, CHIEF X SCABAN.
: . Witness. Mark.

, Per JonatHax M EAR.
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Copy.] .
'STATEMENT OF CHIEF NESS-PASH.

GRreeNVILLE, Naas River, B.C,

_ November 16th, 1888.

1 want to say that I and all my people are very much
troubled about our lands. Thus the Government takes it away
from us without asking us, and without giving us anything in
return. The great God gave this ¥and to our forefathers, and
they lived here and made their living from the land, -out of the
woods and rivers; and now Mr. O’Reilly comes and takes away
nearly all our land leaving us only a little to die on. We want
a strong word made about our. land, and we want the Govern-
ment to give us something for the land we give the Queen, and
we want to keep plenty of land to live on. The land is not
good like the land at Victoria; & little there will do for many
people, but not so here; only a few potatoes grow, and we have

“to go over a large piece of this rough land for berries, and

skins, so wé can buy flour, tea, and sugar.. And a long time
ago we had many wild animals in the ‘Wood, but they are few
now, apd get.fewer each year since the white man came. And,

then niy heart is troubled because Mr. O'Reilly said the land at’ '

Fishery Bay was reserved for us, all'but.gne chain along the
bank of the river, and now he turns his-word.” Tiast August he
was at Fishery Bay, and we told-him the words he- spoke ‘to us
before, and asked hinf™if he did speak those words to us or not.
And he did not answer & word. We do not want an Tndian -

* agent until we make a treaty with the Government.

, His
A E GREEN e CH,IEFXNESS-PASH
szess . : ‘Mark

Copy.]
STATEMENT OF CHIEF CLAY-TSAH.

GREENVELE Naas Riveg, BC,
Re ' November 18th, 1888.

I and my people held the thmgs our fathers put in our
hands, and it is killing me-to*have our land taken out of our
hands for nothing. We know so many white people are against
us, and some of the teachers trying to deceive the people, and

] they tell us we must not speak; and the Church of England .

people say that they have all the river now, and we are not to
have any.

Fishery Bay Resérve No. 10, Mr. O'Reilly promised to us,
with his own lips, when he first came and found us living on it,

13 - - . '3 ..
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but the Kincolith people now say Mr. O'Reilly has taken it
away from us, and given it to them. The Kincolith people
know that Fishery Bay belonged always to us, and this is seen
to-day by the name it bears, for it is called “Ness-use’s land ;”
no one doubts this, and Ness-use does not live at Kincolith, his
descendants all live at Lach-al-tsap Missionr. It is not because.
the Kincolith people need the place, but because of their pride
They have. Red Cliffs and -Canaan for fishing reserves, good
ones, and much nearer to their village than Fishery Bay, but
they did -not want to fish, but to ‘trouble us. They want to

revent the Port Simpson Indians, and also the Kit-tick-shens,
rom fishing on this river. We do do not want this, we want
all to fish here the food God has sent us. We are surprised -
that the Kincolith people do this, for God’s Word should make
us love each other.. We want the land Mr. O'Reilly promised
us; and we want a treaty, so there will not.be any more trouble
about our land. : ' .
I want to say that Kincolith is only a small village, about
twohundred persons, and up the river there are three large
villages, and many chiefs who wateh the land all the time, and
‘'we want peace in our hearts. We do not name ourselves chiefs,

. we have been chiefs a long long time, and the power came from

our forefathers. And Mr. Green is witness to us, and knows
who are chiefs, for he has lived here a long timé, and knows
our language. ‘I told Mr. O’Reilly when he came where we
wanted our reserves to beginand where to end. We haye not
changed our word; we want that because we need it to live on,
and then we want a strong word from the Government, and a
present for the land we give over to the white Government.

4

. B His
G. A. Gieson, CHIEF X CLAY-TsAH.

Witness. “. Mark.

*  STATEMENT OF CHIEF TAT-CA-KAES

GREENVILLE, NA&S-RIVER,
November. 7fh, 1888.

I wish to say that every mountain and every stréim has its
name in our language, and every piece of country here is
known by the name-our forefathers gave them. And we are
not satisied with Mr. O'Reilly coming and measuring off our
land. 'We do not understand how he comes to get this power
to cut up our land without our being willing. When Mr.

. O’Reilly came we told him how much land we wanted, but he

would not do' what we asked. God gave this land to our
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fathers a long time ago, and they made gardens and made

homes, and then when they died théy gave them to us. And -

strange Indians of other tribes who came here, wanting to fish
the “ oolachans,” always asked our fathers for the privilege to
come and fish here and always paid something for it. So this
shows that all recognize that this belonged to us, and we have
never been willing that our land should be surveyed. <‘We did
not want in 1881, when Mr. O'Reilly first came, and this last
August when he came again to enlarge his grant we did not
want it, for I asked him for a paper with an agreement on—a

strong paper, so We can know that we aye still to have our land

outside of the little bits he wants to leave us with. We know
the white man would not feel well if we went and took away
their property for nothing, and so I, the other chiefs and all
my people-do not want the white government to take away our
land. It makes us trouble every day. It has troubled our
friends so much that many hundreds have gone into Alaska,
and we are sorry to loose our friends in this way.

I am greatly surprised, because Judge O’'Reilly had two
words when he was here. In the Fall of 1881, I was at Fishery
Bay (Reserve No. 10), and Mr. O'Reilly told me that one chain
deep along the bank of the river was to be set apart for all
Indians to fish, and the other land back of the one chain was
for the residents of Greenville (Lach-al-tsap) then a few
months after he said it did not belong to us. I told him this
to his face last August and asked him if he did not speak these
words to us in 1881, and he would not give us any answer. I
also know that Dr. Powell and Mr. O'Reilly sent a map 'to the
Kincolith Indians-at the Church Mission, but when we sent for

" oneto show our land, they would not send . us one. It troubles
as‘because they always make a difference between us and the
“Indians of the other mission. I declare these words to be my

own and to be true.

His
TAT-CA-KAKS. X
Mark,
E. SAVAGE,
Witness, =~
Copy.]

STATEMENT OF JOB CALDER.
Naas Rives, B.C., November 26th. 1888.

My name-was Nouse. ~ I was chief at the village of Kit-wan-
silh.. I have been baptized, and my name is now Job Calder.
My wife is named Victoria. She is the head of the whole Naas
nation ; all chiefs and people know this, and she holds the

N -
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* power in her hands. A long time ago"we were troubled lr;y

whiskey and-war among our own people. One chief would
want to get above another, and so would fight and would take
slaves, and we were afraid to sleep; but the missionaries came
and opened God’s word to us, and told us the whisky was
wrong, and that it was wrong for us to fight and kill each
other. Mr. Duncan stopped the whisky among us, and Mr.
Green and Mr. Crosby told us God’s love, and we .stopped
fighting, and had peace in our hearts, and could sleep till we
saw the. white men take our gardens and our land, and then
when Mr. Davie said we did not have an inch of land, this

‘troubled us, for the land belonged to our fathers, and they left

it to us, and we use it. We do not want the Government to
take it from us. Mr. O'Reilly came here twice, but he would
not give ear to our words; he wants to take away nearly all
our land. We want it larger, and then we want a strong paper
that the land is ours, and a strong paper and a present for the
land .outside—the land the Queen wilF then have. We want a
present if it is only a few matches; something to make our
hearts feel right when we give up a lot of our land. We
showed Mr. O’'Reilly what we wanted, but he took no notice.
We have written Dr. Powell; we have petitioned the House of
Commons, but no notice is taken of onr words. A committee
came, Mr. Cornwall and Mr. Planta, and. heard our words and
wrote them down,and they told us that they could not answer
our words, but when our words had been put before the Govern-
ment, the Government would send us an answer. They told us
to wait for the answer. We have waited over a ydar, but no
answer came. _ D

I want to say that the Government does not help us the
same as it helps other people. I was living at Kit-wan-silh,
was one of the chiefs of that village. Mr. Green brought the
Gospel to our village and I accepted it, and opened my house
for preaching,and a day-school was taught in 1t for two years,
and then I thought I would take my large house down and
make it smaller. Mr. Green promised to help me. When we got
the roof off and began to put up the new foundation, those
who were opposed to the Gespel came and stopped us by force,
and when they were taken before the magistrate, they pro-
mised to leave it to Dr. Powell, and if he said I could build my
house they would not trouble me again. The reason they gave
for stopping me was, that I had become a Christian, so they
wanted me to leave the village, and did not want the young.
men to have a house to have school in and preaching. But Dr.
Powell answered that I could not put up-my house if the people

- (a majority) did not want it. So I left the village and moved

<
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to Greenville, and for two years’ there was no house for school”
or church in that village.

Mr. O’'Reilly has broken his own word that he spoke to all,
of us in 1881 He told us he gave Fishery Bay land to us back
“of the one chain commonage. He told us before all the people,
‘and we believed him ; later, he says,; he did not give it to us.
He came here in August last, and we asked him if he did not
tell us in 1881 that it was ours, and he wéuld not answer. We
were living on that land when he came in 1881, and also when
he came last August. He broke his word to us. This Fishery
camp is only three miles from Greenville, and it is eighteen
miles from Kincolith, and the Kincolith people have two other
reserves, Canaan and Red Cliffsu. We wanted the land settled
before we have an Indian agent here; but when we have a
treaty, then are we willing to have the Indian agent here, but
pot till then. These my words are all true, God knows.

v (Signed) JoB CALDER.
ELIZABETH SAVAGE, ,

Witness.
A

Copy.] . _
LETTER HANDED TO THE COMMISSONERS ON
THEIR ARRIVAL AT PORT SIMPSON.

To the MEMBERS OF THE LAND COMMISSION.
SIRS,

We are pleased to meet you, for we have looked forward
to your coming as a peaceable settlement of what has been a
great trouble to us for years. It has made our hearts bleed to
be treated as we have been about our land, the inheritance
which God gave to our fathers, and it was for this reason we
sent three of our members to Ottawa, in 1885, to meet Sir John

A. Macdonald. . He promised us in fair words we should have
_ what we needed, but nothing was done.

The servanis of the Government sent here have never treated
us like miem¥ Mr. O'Reilly came here in 1881, without suf-
ficient notice to our people, and hence there were net many
home, and when he met us he would not give time for our
chiefs to speak, nor listen to our wants, but went on, and, as he
says, laid out reserves, although we protested in writing against
it. Now, we want you to see what he has done. He has taken
twelve houses of Chief Legaic’s tribe, and given them to the
Hudson’s Bay Company; and although we sent letters to Dr.
Powell and to the Hudson’s Bay Company against it, no notice
was taken of it, and we were told that the Company’s line com-
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menced at Légafic’s pole. Now, if you look at this, you will see
that it is not just, and as’the Company could take plenty of
land to the east, up the harbor, we cannot tell, why they wish

to enclose our houses on their land; and we were told by Dr. .
Powell when he “visited us that the Hudson’s Bay Company’s

land would not come more than a few feet west. of their fence.
Then all at once we found a man here surveying for the
Government; he said, all round the north-east side of the har-

bor, and we were told that this land had all been claimed by -

white chiefs in Victoria, and they said they had bought it from
the Government, and this before our claim had been settled.
We wrote about this, but received no reply. - |

In the fall of 1883, Dr. Powell came up in a war-ship to
Metlakahtla, but we think he was ashamed to come up here, for
his words to us had all been broken, so he sent Mr. McKay as
agent. He met us and listened kindly to our trouble, and said
our claimi was just. We said, if he would go and lay it before
the Government and get it settled, we should then be glad to
have him come back. He went away and never came back,

and we thought it was because he wished to carry out our.

wishes that he was not allowed to come back.

And again a war-ship came to Metlakahtla, and we were told
that the chief of the Government, Mr. Davie, said that not one
inch of ground belonged to the Tsimpsheans, and then you
know there was trouble at Metlakahtla about the two acres on
Mission Point. All this sending of war-ships, and putting

Metlakahtla people in jail, and the way we were treated about,

our land, caused us great trouble, and made our hearts weak.
Our Council, that had for years kept the-roads in good order,
and built bridges, and endeavored to repress immorality among
our people, was put down by Judge Elliott, who said we were
no Council, and now you see our village is in a bad state, and
our young people who once had great respect for the village
Countcil, have none now. We have been put down and
discouraged by those who should have encouraged and helped
us. But we have been kept by our teachers and our profession
of® religion from breaking the laws, as they have always
encouraged us to believe that we should have our rights.

When Mr. Jemmet came to survey on the Naas, we sent him
a letter protesting against his work until we had our land
matter settled; but he went on, and we are told that our
fishing stations, which he marked off, are but one chain in depth
from the water’s edge, and on this we were tg.be- allowed to
build no houses. This seemed very strange to us, for here our
fathers used to live two or three months of the year, and we
had large houses on this ground long before Mr. O'Reilly and

_ Jemimet were born. This made us feel sore and angry, and
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had we been as we once were, we shox;ld have been tempted to
-tight ; but no, we prayed to God to help us and waited, and now

we do hope that you will see that we have at least two chains’
width in our fishing claims on the Naas. All the Upper Naas
people will agree to this, as they know it is our just right.
When Mr. Jemmet came here to.our own village and com-
menced to survey, and took the lime from Legaic’s pole, we

protested against it, and called him to a large meeting, and told -

him we did not wish him to go on with the survey. He said
he would send our words to the proper quarter, and the matter

) would be at{ended to. : In the meantime he went on with his

work, and ¢ never heard that any notice was taken of our

. protest.

Feeling that all our attempts to get a hearing had failed, and

- that some of our people were becoming exasperated, and desir-
- ing to prevent an outbreak, we decided to make one more effort;

and calling a large meeting last January, we appointed a depu-

_ tation, consisting of our missichary and two men of our tribes,
‘to go at once to Victoria in "company with Mr. Green and some

Naas chiefs, to wait upon the Government.” Though, in the
midst of a great storm, our deputation proceeded.without delay

+ to Victoria, when, strange to say, the Government did not wish

to meet the missionaries, and would not allow them to be pres-
ent at their interview with the Indians. We have not for-
gotten that yet. The Government promised that a Land
Commission should be sent to'put our land matters right. We
expected it heré in the spring, %ut instead of that, we were sur-
prised in the early summer by the arrival of Mr. Tuck and a
party of men to go on with the survey. A meeting was called

of the few people at home, and we\protested against hissar-

veying the land. Mr. Tuck said, in reply, that he could not
stop his work, but he promised that our words should be sent
to thle Government. And now you ha’v\gcome, we ask you to
be good enough to take time to listen to our wishes, and hear
the words of our chiefs; and we do hope that your visit will be
the means of bringing peace and confidence to.our hearts again.
We welcome yon to our village, and will do all'we can to make
your stay here pleasant and happy. And do not feel sorry if
we have to say some words you do not like to hear)

We suppose you have all the papers concerning our land
question, and our letters of protest before you, but we thought
it well to call your attention, by this letter, to some of the cir-
cumstances of our grievance. As you are, no doubt, aware the
Government have never had to send a war-ship to us, and
although a judge lives here, he would have no work to do were
it not that the Government has given the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany license to sell liquor, and bad white men come here and
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get drunk, and then give it to.our people. . This has given us
t trouble. For many years the Hudson’s Bay Company -
gold no liquor here, and our young men did not. dare to
trouble our wives and rhters ; butwe fear for all this now.
This is aside from the land question, with which you come to-
deal, but it is a thing that troubles us much, and we hope you
will do something to have it put away from our midst. .
At your pleasure, we will call a public meeting. We have
had letters from the Government to tell us of your coming, and
we hope you will find time to meet us before you go to Naas,
as & large number of our men have’ been waiting your coming,
and would like to get away soon. o

“ On behalf of the people of Port Simpson. .
~ ‘ ’ Their Marks.

. (Signed). PauL LEoalc. X
- DAVID SWANSON. X

ALBERT McMILLAN: X

X

WirLiaM KELLY.

PorT SiMpsoN, Oct. Sth, 1887.

1
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 SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT OF REV. T. CROSBY.

1. I was the first resident Methodist Missionary on the north-
west coast of British Columbia. I first went to Fort Simpson
in June, 1874, where I have since resided ; and as Chairman of
the Fort Simpson District of Methodist Missions, which embraces
the north-west coast above Queen Charlotte Sound, also the
Naas and Skeena Rivers, and Queen Charlotte Islands, I have
from time to time visited the Indians of that District during
that period. : Cot :

2. The Bella Coola, Hiletsuck, Hydah and Tsimpshean Indians
who ocmBJy that district, and who are set down in the Report
of the Department of Indian "Affairs for 1888 (p. 317), at

. 10,000, do not really number more than 7,000. Of these, about
1,000 are under the instruction of the missionaries of the Church

- of England, and the remainder (with few exceptions), about
6,000, under the instruction of the Methodist missionaries.

3. In that district the number of resident whites—men,
women and children—is only about 150. About one half of these
aremissionaries, teachers and membersof their families; thelother

_ half being composed of Government and Hudson Bay oiﬁcia.ls,
traders and cannery men, and members of their families.

4. As to the charges against our missionaries of disloyalty
and ‘inciting their people against the] Government officials, and
against the Indian Act, and receiving an Indian agent, so freely
made in various official documents, I am able to give these a
most unqualified denial. I am firmly convinced that it has
. been only through the loyal teaching and active exertions and

peaceful influence of our missionaries that the Indians have
" been kept quiet under the indignities anc unfair treatment to

which they have been subjected; so that.our Indians have
never been guilty of any violence or disturbance, or occasioned
any trouble to either Government, but on the contrary bhave
given them their assistance, ‘'which cannot be said of other
Indians in that district who are unduly favored by the officials,
and lauded by them at the expense of .our Indians. .

5. The prejudice on the part of a number of our Indidns
against coming under the Indian Act or an Indian agent, is due
in part to their having observed that numbers of Indians who,
are under an agent, are much worse off than.themselves, and
continue their heathen practices; and in part to the offensive
and imperious manner in which they have been treated by most
of the Government officials who have come in contact with
them, and also to the fact that their appeals and requests have,
as a rule, met with no response, even when answers have been

- promised them.
L : T. Crossy.
ToroxTO, April, 1889. )



