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A Union Prayer Meeting, in connection with the Anniversary ex- 
ercises of the British American Book and Tract Society, was held in 
Grafton Street Wesleyan Church, on Monday evening, February 21st, 
at half-past seven o’clock, P. M. In the absence of the Hon. M. B. 
Alhon, President of the Society, on account of illness, the Rev. Geo. 
IV. Hill, one of the Vice-Presidents, occupied the chair.

After singing the hymn, commencing__
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The Rev. J. A. Clarke, Pastor of the Church, led in prayer. The 
Chairman delivered the opening address, congratulating the Society on 
its success. An abstract of the Report was read by the Secretary.

On motion of D. Blackwood, Esq., seconded by W. MontoO 
Esq., it was

MERT,
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After the election of the Board of Directors, the Doxology was 

sung, and the Benediction pronounced, when the meeting adjourned.
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SECOND ANNUAL REPORT.

In presenting their Second Annual Report, the Committee would 
humbly and gratefully acknowledge the goodness of God during the 
past year. Success has attended all the operations of the Society. 
The Divine blessing has been graciously granted in leading souls to 
Christ The lives of all the office-bearers, members and laborers, 
have been spared. There have been no reverses or discouragements, 
but on the contrary much to encourage and stimulate to renewed and 
more earnest effort, in the glorious work, which the God of Providence 
and Grace has given us to do. “ Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." 
Let us with one heart ascribe to the Triune Jehovah all praise, 
crate anew to Him our work in all its relations and influences, and 
beseech a more abundant manifestation of the Divine favor.

conse-

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES.
The receipts for the year ending December 81st, have been in dona­

tions and subscriptions $1470.411- For sales,—including $2253.814 
for Periodicals, $8074.44 by Colporteurs, $6,765.524 from Store,— 
$12,098.91, For debts due the Depository on Barrington Street, 
$510.40. From Nova Scotia Bible Society, for rent, Ac., $120.00. 
Balance from preceding year, $388.084, making the total resources of 
the year $14,588.814.

The total expenditures have been $14,364.69, of which amount the 
sum of $9,681.204 has been paid for publications, $1,608.64 for Col­
portage. All other expenditures, as per Treasurer’s Report, $8,174. 
83, leaving the balance in the Treasury $219.12.

CIRCULATION.
There were circulated during the year over 50,000 volumes, includ­

ing 8,261 Bibles, 1,882 Teslatments, 4,026 Pilgrim’s Progress, 8,250
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them broadcast over our country. Remaining true to their respective 
Churches, and retaining their liberty to worship God according to their 
own prescribed forms and cherished views, they here cordially and 
heartily unite on one common broad platform in disseminating those 
truths on which they are agreed. Hence books and Tracts on contro­
verted points are excluded. Keeping steadily in view the great object 
of makiug known to lost sinners the fulness, the freeness, and the suf­
ficiency of Christ and His salvation, and man’s entire dependence 
upon divine grace, a spirit of harmony and love has characterised the 
counsels and efforts of the Committee.

The relatione of the Society to the Churches ore intimate. All its 
officers and laborers are members—some office-bearers and some Pas­
tors—of the various evangelical Churches. Our work is simply 
auxiliary to that of the ministry, and yet an important part of the 
work of the Church. The same truths are disseminated, and the same 
duties inculcated, that are preached and enforced in all evangelical 
pulpits, and that are owned by the Spirit of Truth everywhere iu 
saving souls. The great objects of the ministry and of ihe Church are 
thus advanced. The readeri of our publications become more intelli­
gent and appreciative hettrere of the Gospel, ignorance is dispelled, 
prejudice removed, the careless awakened, the inquirer directed, the 
believer quickened, and the desponding encouraged. The tchemei 
of the Church will be belter supported, through the circulation of 
works on systematic beneficence, as well as by the higher tone of in­
telligence and piety promoted by the reading of standard religions 
works. In tlie same way every good cause will be helped forward, 
while no good work will be retarded through the influence of our So­
ciety. The number of renders will bo increased, the Word of God 
will lie more largely circulated, read, and studied more. Sabbath 
Schools will lie increased and made more efficient, and teachers better 
qualified for their work.

The objecte of our Society must commend themselves to every lover 
of God and of His fellow-men. Those objects, briefly stated, are the 
salvation of souls, and the promotion of the interests of morality and 
religion, by installing os household pastors, in the homes of the people, 
the beat productions of sanctified genius, seeking out, in the highways 
and hedges, the spiritually destitute, ignorant, and careless, making 
known to them the glad tidings of salvation, and supplying our whole 
population with the most valued I’eriodipsls and books that are issued 
from tin
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Tract» know no fear. Track never tire. Tract» never die. Tract» 
can be multiplied without end by the pre»». Track can travel at litUe 
expense. They run up and down like the angel» of God. biding all, 
giving to all, and asking no gift in return. They can talk to one a» 
well ns to a multitude, and to a multitude a» well aa to one. They 
require no public room to tell their «tory in. Thev can tell it in the 
kitchen or the shop, the parlor or the cloiet, in the'railway carriage or 
in the omnibus, on the broad highway or in the foot-path through the 
field». They take no note of »coff«, or jeers, or taunt». No one can 
betray them into hasty or random expressions. Though they will not 
always answer questions, they will tell their story twice, or thrice, or 
four time» over, if you wish them. And they can be made to speak on 
every subject, and on every subject they may be made to speak wisely 
and well. 1 hey can, in short, be made vehicles of the truth; the 
teachers of all classes ; the benefactors of all lands."

1 Bible Deposi- 
i effects to this 
imittee had pre- 
ow occupied, 66 
the large list of 
Herat trade for­
ty was enabled, 
arge ik opera- 
previously been 
vhere, has been 
for Periodicals, 
stantly iucreas- 
contributes, to 

if free distribu- 
n hand a good 
fmen, Sabbath

This is a means of usefulness which all can use who love the Lord 
Jesu». They can distribute little books or Track in their places of 
business, in the street, on the wharf, in the cars, in the ferry-boat, in 
the coach. Select messengers of truth may be enclosed in packages 
of goods or in letters. A Tract recently given to a young Romanist 
was the means of leading him to Christ. Another was given by a 
Colporteur to an old 
the interests of his soul. He 
sistent, Christian life. An

living in neglect of the means of grace and 
was awakened, and is now leading a con- 

earnest worker of this Society sent “ God’s 
Way of Peace, by Bonar, to a friepd out of Christ. He was led 
through ik teachings, to the possession of a joyful hope in Christ as 
his Saviour. The Secretary of the Windsor Tract Society sktee in 
the Report for last year, “ We have heard, since our wo.k began, of 
a Tract luiing among the means of a soul’s conversion—of a house of 
drunkenness and wretchedness made one of sobriety, and, we trust, of 
piety, through effort put forth." It is q blessed privilege thus to be a 
co-worker with God, and a fellow-worker with hie people, In making 
known the glad tidings of salvation to perishing sinners. In the hope 
that many others may be inducod to engage in this work, the following 
considerations anil suggestions are offered « As laborers in the cause 
of Christ, our miniMr» must savor of Uie spirit ol Heavenly benevo­
lence, and of good-will towards men. A failure here may he ruinoua 
to soul».’’
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“In meeknett, imitate the example of the Saviour. Seek not to 

coerce men into religion, but recommend the Goepel to the conscience, 
by exemplifying its amiable dispositions. Even the most violent op- 
posers to religion have sometimes been pacified towards those who, 
‘ when reviled, reviled not again.’ ”

“ ^ affectionate. Consider that the individuals whom you address
are creatures of God,—children by creation of your Heavely Father,__
and that the blood of Christ has flowed for them as well as for you.

These thoughts will at once dispel from the benevolent heart every 
unkind emotion ; and we can speak to our fellow-man as to a brother. 
In short, feel like a Christian, and act like a Christian. The Tract 
visitor should cheerfully bear the contradictions of sinners against 
himself.

“ Charity never faileth.”
“ The tout of the labourer mutt glow with love to the Redeemer. His 

name must bo ns ointment poured forth. The bond uniting us to Him 
mu<t be a living faith,—a principle animating the affections, and ren­
dering His service a delight. While we contemplate the immortal 
boirigs, whose spiritual benefit we are seeking, let us remember that to 
promote their salvation, the blood of the Saviour was poured out. 
The love of Christ must constrain us, and will constrain those who 
heartily engage in his work."

“ mu,t have ardent love for toute. What wo value little, we 
labor little to attain. None but a Christian, and none but an engaged 
Christian, forms anything like a just estimate of the worth of a human 
soul,—the breath of the Almighty,—for which an Infinite ransom has 
been paid,—a soul to exist through interminable ages. In commencing 
a course of persons! effort with an individual, however poor and abject, 
let the impression settle upon your heart, that, in the view of God 
and of Christ, the material world, with all its knowtedgo and with all 
its wealth, is but dross, iu comparison of the inestimable gem you are 
attempting to rescue, indestructible and susceptible of endless joy or

“ T,u u’,wlf 6t»i'*«s« of Tract diHritmtion thould be begun, con­
tinued, and ended in prayer. To the fervent, effectual prayer of the 
righteous man, wo have the assurance that God will grant a gracious 
return. Before engaging in the work, while doing it, and after having 
done It, Implore the divine blessing. Pray that you may go forth In 
hla strength ; that yonr heart may be in * suitable state ; and that yob 
may have wisdom to direct under all circumstances. Pray for the

accompanying influer 
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ionr. Seek not to 
il to the conscience, 
e most violent op- 
:owards those who,

accompanying influences of the Holy Spirit, without which all your
services will avail nothing. The more you pray the more likely you 
are to be useful. Fix in your heart such precious promises as the fol­
lowing : “ Ask and it shall be given you. Every one that asketb 
receiveth. If ye, then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
your children, how much more shall your Father which is in Heaven 
give good things to them that ask Him?" Matt. vii. 7, 8, 11. 
things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” 
Matt. xxi. 2it. “ If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” John xv. 7.

hatsoever ye shall ask the F ather in my name, He shall give it you." 
“Ask, that your joy may be full." John xvi. 23, 24. “If ye ask 
anything in my name, I will do it.” John xvi. 13. “I will yet, for 
this, be inquired of by the house of Israel to do it for them : I will 
increase them with men like a flock.” Ezek. xxxvi. 37. In offering 
your petitions at the Throne of Grace) cherish a sense of dependence, 
lor when you are weak, then are you strong.”

Although it is the privilege and duty of every individual Christian 
to engage within the circle of his influence in personal efforts to ad- 

the interests of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, still, to insure general 
and permanent efficiency to the enterprise, concert oj action is most 
desirable. To effect this object the work may be referred to a Select 
Committee, and an agent or Superintendent appointed,—either a 
Minister of the Gospel 
business it shall be to
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or a devoted, intelligent Layman,—whose 
that the field is thoroughly occupied. Let 

the place bo divided into convenient districts, a meeting called of 
friends to the cause, the object fully explained, and appropriate districts 
assigned to such individuals as may be found suitable and willing to 
engage in the work for Christ and for souls. As the duties to be per­
formed are binding ou all Christians, it hardly need be added that 
differcu denominations should be associated in the work.

see

COLPORTAGE.
The Committee regard the work of Colportage as the right arm of 

the Society in carrying out its objects. It brings our work in contact 
with the masses of the people. It roaches the poorest, most secluded, 
most destitute, and supplies them with saving truth. In order to the 
highest efficiency of this system, great care is used in selecting and 
employing only those who are adapted to the work. An elevated tone 
of piety, a catholic spirit, prayerfulness, strong faith in God, and fUth

d be begun, con- 
aal prayer of the 
grant a gracious 
and after having 
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te ; and that yob 
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m this as one of God’s chosen instrumentantes for doing good, pru- 
dunce, seal and activity in Christ’s work, are all regarded as important 
qualifications.

Six Colporteurs 
or part of their time, 
results of their work 
tributed as follows

One in Lunenburg, Queen’s, Shelburne and Yarmouth, one in Hants 
one along the shores of Halifax and Guysborough, one in Pictou,’
Antigonish and Guysborough, two in Cape Breton.

One of the number closed his labors for the purpose of engaging in 
city mission work. One is now employed in the Depository, and four 
are, at present, in Commission. The aggregate term of their service is 
equal to that of one man for forty-nine months. They travelled 7,850 
miles, and made 11,226 family visits, supplying each family with 
or more religious books, Tracts, or Bibles. They held conversation 
on personal religion, read the Scriptures, or prayed with 5,543 families, 
and took part in, or conducted, 250 prayer-meetings. A Pastor tes­
tifies, respecting one of these Colporteurs, that “ he is earnest, zealous 
and diligent in his endeavors to do good ; that he is in the habit of 
speaking to persons, young and old, of the necessity of the new birth 
and of getting them, especially the former, to promise to seek, by per-' 
severing prayer, an interest in Christ; that his labours are highly 
acceptable all over his field and adds the cheering fact that he has 
been instrumental, by his private appeals and public efforts, in several 
instances that came to his knowledge, in awakening souls, that after- 
wards found peace in believing.

One hundred and thirty Protestant familes were found who habitu­
ally negl-cted evangelical preaching, 946 Romanist families were h„,u e k i
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From carefully kept statistics of Union Colportage in Nova Scotia 
since 1863, when it was commenced by the American Tract Society



13
and continued four and a half years, and from December, 1867, until 
the present, by this Society, the following facts are given :—

Thirty-one Colporteurs have been in commission, whose united term 
of service amount to thirty years, nine months, and four days. 88,202 
family visits were made, in 39,746 of which there was personal reli­
gious conversation, reading of the Scriptures or prayer by the Col­
porteurs. In 803 of those visits, the families were found destitute of 
the Bible; and in 1,514,—of all other religious books. 6,422 visits 
to Roman Catholic families were made. More than 120,000 volumes 
of religious books and Bibles were distributed by sale and grant. The 
value of this aggressive work, in the large amount of religious truth 
disseminated, and in the efforts made in the Spirit of Christ, cannot be 
estimated or known fully this side of eternity.

The necessity of Colportage may be realized to some extent, when 
we consider that outside of Halifax there are only about half-a-dozen 
Bookstores in this Province : one in Windsor, one in Yarmouth, one 
(recently opened) in Truro, and three in the county of Pictou, thus 
leaving fourteen counties without any. The great mass of our popu- 
ation have thus no opportunity of obtaining supplies but as they are 

conveyed to them.
There are large numbers of families all over our Province most 

inadequately supplied with religious reading. Notwithstanding all the 
efforts that have been made by Colportage, and the large number of 
volumes distributed, it will be observed that the number of volumes 
average only one-and-a-half to each family visited. Some procure 
more ; but very many, and those the most needy, not even this small 
quantity. Add to this such facto as these : the destitution of religious 
ordinances that exists in many parts of our land ; that great numbers 
of children and youth in those destitute neighborhoods have no Sab­
bath School or parental religious instruction ; that there are multitudes 
who are unsaved, and who are ignorant, to a large extent, of the way 
of salvation ; and that these perishing ones will not seek the Gospel, 
and we cannot but realize, to some extent, the imperative necessity 
there is for an aggressive, preparatory Agency, such as this is, to co­
operate with the work of the ministry in evangelising our land.

Friends in Halifax have contributed liberally to the support of this 
work. The Committee hope that the sympathies and co-operation of 
ministers and people may be more generally enlisted in its support; 
that means may be furnished to enable them this year to double the 
number of Colporteurs in Nova Scotia; and also that by the aid.of
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COLPORTAGE IN OTHER

LANDS.—THE BRITISH 
TAGE ASSOCIATION. COLPOR-
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BRITISH COLPOR-

stiows the book. I like those Colporteurs who sell the most, I must 
confess. I like them to pray and to teach and all that. That is all 
excellent in its way, but still to place the books in the hands of the 
famdy is, I believe, the best help to the house and the people who buy.

“ I" Scotland there is a similar Society, which was started about twelve 
years ago, and which, under the grace of God, has so grown that they 
have now more than a hundred and fifty agents who go all over Scot­
land, scattering thus the truth as it in Jesus. Our friends here have 
got the ambition into their heads having a Society in England as 
big as that in Scotland. I know they have. They keep that idea 
rather quiet but I know they have it somewhere. I only wish they 
may get it. I will not say I am half afraid whether they will. How­
ever, prayer and faith can work wonders, and if they can find friends 
all over the country, as the Scotch Society has done, who will support 
the agents, why, there is no reason why, without burdening us at home, 
the work should not go on ad injinitum.

“ Tt seems to be just the right sort of thing to take up. There are 
many of our earnest brethren who might not do for preachers, who 
might perhaps be scarcely adapted for even wandering about as 
preachers, but who are just the right sort of men to sell a book, to 
pray with the sick, to comfort the desponding, to guide the anxious, 
and to lead sinners to the cross of Christ. We do not look for brethren 
of great oratorical talents, who would make ministers ; of course they 
would naturally get into the ministry. We want to employ another 
class of men, men who are quick with a ready answer, who have a 
love to souls, and who are not ashamed to look a man in the face and 
tell him the way of salvation. I should sometimes like to see the 
Colporteur going from house to house with his forty pound pack of 
books, selling as many as he can, and whenever he cannot sell, offering 
a tract, and if wished offering prayer.”
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The necessity for such an agency became evident in 1855-56, from 
the discovery made by the agents of the Edinburgh City Mission of 
the extensive and alarming diffusion among the poorer classes of 
injurious publications, some of which were openly vile and others 
infidel. About ten thousand of these periodicals were sold weekly in 
Edinburgh, reaching, as it was estimated, nearly as many as the whole 
number of church-goers in the Scotch Metropolis. It was also found 
that this demoralising literature was widely circulated in Glasgow and 
other large towns, as well as in the rural districts, and that these publi­
cations formed the staple of the reading of the great majority of their 
readers, and were chiefly read on the Sabbath ; while in the country 
multitudes even of Charch-going people had fallen into an almost total 
neglect of reading.
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The system of Colportage was introduced, and almost universal!»
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nid almost universally 
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COLPORTAGE IN THE UNITED STATES.
The American Tract Society, to whom a lasting debt of gratitude is 

due, for the introduction and liberal support of Colportage for several 
years in these Provinces, and especially Nova Scotia, remark in the 
Report for 1869

“ A living personal embodiment of Christian unity is Missionary 
Colportage. More yea-s of such labour have been performed"^ 
told than would measure back to the birth of our Lord; more Christian 
family visits have been made than there are now families in the nation ■ 
more volume, of scripture truth circulated than there are households’ 
in this entire land ; all this by the union effort of evangelical Churches 
Uomamsm wuh its boasted and efficient unity ha, done no such £ 
momous widespread missionary work as this in the United States.
nftjTrd =h»r“t«'-istic of Colportage, carries it down to the roots 
of society, and performs its most vital work there. It seeks even that

irs its: n air-j
blessed them. Thus it touches the life of the soul of the Church nf 
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Church and State, it seeks to fashion meet for the Lord’, temple lu 
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FIN^portage."
1869.

Jan’y. 1. Balance i 
Dec. 81. Kec’d. foi

THE RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY, 
Of Loudon, the parent of all modem Tract , 
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tous distribution.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

1869. RECEIPTS.

Jan’y. 1. Balance in Treasury,
Dec. 81. Rac'd, for Periodicals, - 

Sales in Stores,
“ by Colporteurs, -

Societies, kindly and 
’> especially by furnish-

- $889.0 
2253.81 

• 6765.65
. „ . 3074.44
from Donations and Subscriptions, - - 1470.41$

Debts due Depository on Barrington St. 510.40 
N. S. Bible Society for rent, Ac.

Hend Tracts for gratui-

last year (1868-69), 
r the previous year of 120.00

«14588.81
EXPENDITURES.
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the total 

“h Peid for foreign
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Paid for Publications, -
“ Colportage, _____ _
“ Salaries of Sec’y. and three Assistants in Depository, 155196
“ Duty, - . . . . . -------
“ Postage, .......

Store expenses, including fitting up Depository,
“ h" reight, Insurance, Advertising, Printing, Station­

ery, Ac. ...............................................

$9581.20$
1608.64
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457.12
299.15$
556.80

303.81$
219.12Balance, -
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income, of each who remained in possession of hia divinely bestowed 
estate, and some small proportionate offering under all adverse circum­
stances.

In a brighter age of the Church, some may infer a sacred obligation 
for Christianity, as far exceeding the Jewish fourth, as that did the 
patriarchal tenth, on the principle of a graduation of offerings accord­
ing to the privileges of respective dispensations. The mention of such 
a conjecture now savours of fanaticism, if not of insanity.

2. The express demands of the New Testament.
The principle of Christian dedication is entire consecration. “ I 

beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God," &c. (Rom.

The defined Christian character is that of a steward, put in trust to 
the only Lord ami proprietor,—“Occupy till 1 

sorned creature, the absolute possession of his Divine Redeemer,—“ Ye 
are not your own, ye are bought with a price." 1

The approved spirit is,—“ God loveth a cheerful giver."
The measure,—“ According to that a man hath." “ As God hath 

prospered.”
3. The comparative condition of the subjects of former and present 

dispensations. The condition of Abraham and Jacob 
and plenty. That of the Jews when first located in Canaan, one of 
comfortable sufficiency with family industry, every mendier of the 
household aiding its interests. Their assessed offerings went to sus­
tain the costs ol the Divine theocracy ; the worship and service of 
God as their Almighty Prince and Sovereign Lord. They
warned that God would regard their choice of an earthly king___
rejection of himself, and that the extra costs which this would involve 
they must stand prepared to meet. (1 Sam. viii.)
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Cau a Christian in circumstances of equal case and plenty infer a 
lower obligation ? Admitting his equal obligation, can he fairly first 
deduct national taxes from hie offerings devoted to God t

4. The comparative magnitude of the aims of these dis|ieneatione.
The patriarchal and Mosaic dispensations were dark and typical 

compared with the spirituality and glory of Christianity. They were 
limited and restrictive in their range, and merely conservative in their 
bearing ; while Christianity is gracious, aggressive, and universal in its 
character and design. I bey but faintly indicated the mind and grace 
of God, while Christianity discovers all the yearnings of his heart, all 
the purposes of hia will, and all the riches of his love. Is it |iossible 
for a ( hrislian to infer an inferior obligation to a Jew, in equal circum­
stances ?

6. The comparative cogency of the motives which commend their 
rosiHx'tive claims.

The motives chiefly influencing a Jew to a higher consecration to 
God were obedience to hie direct command, grateful sense of the ex-
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The motives that influence the Christian appeal at once to his con­
sistency and Ins love, to his understanding and bis heart. The apostle 
Paul treating on this very subject, in 2 Cor. viii. 8, says, “ I speak 
not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others 
and to prove the sincerity of your love." He urges them to lofty 
hberal'ty from motives of Christian love, by the example of iho poor
aSeT", eT,(.CorVT,iJ;1-7)'U,,d 89 thu “ost excellent 
and the great essential virtue (1 Cor. xii. 28—31 ; xiii. 1—13). He
indicates four most blessed consequences of Christian liberality (2 
vor. ix. 12—14): supplying the wants of Christ's saints; securing 
abundant gratitude to God ; furnishing proof of a true and ardent 
consecration lo the service of God ; and obtaining blessings 
Heaven in answer to the prayers of those benefited.
f8Ic‘bei,eX,tmiti0°’ “ thanks In, to God for bis unspeakable gift » 
itrin ,1 15)’ h° pï‘,a. !lunm" 6enerosity into the shade by disco-
,nnngf h-Ufi8m.'rCti aU,d fulne88 °f a" beneficence-the grand master- 

boon of infinite opulence and love. In the wonderful picture, -«For
riehkn°7/he 6™ of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was

i hf i!-rt™i!' SU^C8 Hv becamc poor'lhat y°- through 11 is poverty, 
might be rich, he shows how cheerfully Divine love brought Divine 
esources to bear for our benefit, and He leaves us to infer therefrom 

obligation to practise cordial liberality to our fellow-men.
la.b,nV,Tt th-t,remai"8 i]n9e,lsible to the motives of Christian emu- 
lation and consistency, and, above all, to that of the love of God in 
Christ Jesus, what power on earth can move ? Such a man proves
dûcTundëïoneof WPen8ati0n °f wh“tcver ha<1 bee“ hi« con-

from

our

6. The breadth and urgency of human want and woe.

spirit the Now Testament. The apostolic definition of godfiness 
Puni religion and uudefllcd before God and the Father fs this to 

visit the fatherless and widow In their afflictio!,. andmkee,h!Lf 
unallotted from the world" (James i. 27), stamps it with force of 
essential and principal element of real, soul-saving religion.

Tb® "ante and w»°» of men urgently demanding relief of all who 

tor*Instruction^ T 16"“rul"'e “bounds on every hand, callingwayTC for Want’ f'"™80’ a"d mi,ery =rowd every path®
wav’ 2 , ' .Crim? and v,ce R",lk forth in ‘he public Lh-

l,romP,l “nd wise measures for their reformation, 
i-1renting, revelry, blasphemy, and contempt of Divine truth

'
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tell of myriads of our home population as still treading the course of 
guilt and ruin for want of agencies adapted to reclaim them. Last and 
greatest of all, mighty nations remain ignorant of the God who made 
them, and full three-fourths of the 1,000,000,000 of the earth’s popu­
lation are under various delusions, treading the way of darkness to the 
regions of everlasting woe, through ignorance of a remedy, whose 
soul-saving power every true Christian acknowledge 1 feels, myriads 
of them, meanwhile, giving no adequate response to this million-voiced 
wail of soul-agony and despair !

The Christian lives under the brightest dispensation of time. He 
has delegated to him the grandest task ever committed to creature ; 
his impelling motives excel any ever brought to bear on the heart of 
intelligent beings ; the love and example of the Saviour who bled and 
died for him. Can he read the words of that Redeemer’s prayer, “ As 
thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into 
the world,” and not kindle with a holy ardour, at once to devote to 
His glory the energies of His love, and the treasures at his command ?

The New Testament furnishes no law of proportion beyond “ Ac­
cording to that a man hath.” “ As God hath prospered.” It makes 
its appeal to reason, guided by love, and leaves the matter there. 
Every man is left to decide for himself, free from others’ dictation.

The proper proportion to be devoted from the same annual income 
may vary greatly, according to circumstances, education, family posi­
tion, and just social demands and interests.

A gentleman prefers to live on one quarter, and to devote the other 
three quarters of about £3,000 a-year directly to the glory of God. 
Does another who did so out of £8,000 per annum regret it now that 
he has reached eternity ?

Many could not retrench from present expenditure to do anything 
like this without grievous harm to many worthy dependants. “ Let 
every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.”

To employ is better than to pauperize. Wise beneficence may 
encourage art and industry. The motive of the giver or employer in 
this is everything.

Every Christian should reach a point of sacrifice in his consecration 
to God, and should determine what proportion he will so devote from 
his income before fixing the rate of his expenditure and investments. 
To give capriciously or after other expenditure is unworthy of redeem­
ed man.

David’s million treasures ; Mary's box of precious spikenard ; the 
Widow’s two mites ; and the estate of Barnabas ; alike love-offerings 
to God, found tlioir worthy object in his glory. Who ever judged 
them the poorer for these gifts Do they lament them now ? Are 
they not radiant among the materials of time, changed by a Divine 
alembic into the enduring riches of heaven.

II. How can a Christian best fulfil hit or he' duty on this point in 
the pro ml day ?
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wealth ; higher respect for generous poverty ; warmer esteem and love 
for all. rendering assistance on the ground of general conscientious­
ness ; and ampler means and loftier power for every gracious purpose. 
Among the spiritual effects are,—a weekly sense of dependence upon 
God, of reception of Divine bounty, and of gratitude for unmerited 
blessings; a weekly effort to glorify God and relieve men; » weekly 
remembrance of stewardship for God; the Sabbatic supply of the fuel 
and incense of prayer and praise, along with their utterance ; the 
training of ourselves into habits of Godlike generosity and bountiful­
ness, by frequently occurring acts; and the assimilation of ourselves 
to God', by dispensing on the Sabbath-day, from love to Christ, a due 
part of what, as creatures, we have accumulated during the week, and 
so working a warp of eternity and a woof of time into a life-web, 
whose pattern shall read for ever,—■“ Holiness to the Lord.
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Should it be objected, how can men of business, merchants, and per­
sons of large varying incomes, ascertain their weekly rate of offering. 
The income-tax will aid them near enough, for all reasonable and 
righteous ends. There are those now who joyfully do it, who once 
thought it impossible. A sincere and earnest trial made it very easy. 
A poor woman who gave nothing before, has given a shilling a wee 
since she heard this plan commended twelve months ago. A ship­
wright who began to do it about the same time, gave sixteen shillings 
in October, at a missionary collection. A tradesman who gave little 
before, now gives a tenth every week, always having plenty to give, 
and ever feeling as his chief joy in prosperity, the amount that will go 
to the Lord’s treasury. A prosperous merchant finds his sweetest 
means of grace, the presentation to God in an act of worship every 
Lord’s day morning, of a large proportion of the week s gains. Besides 
constant liberal benefactions, he lately bad a store of £250 to give to 
an urgent, special object. A gentleman lives in quiet economy, n - 
inghis richest delight in laying aside large weekly contributions for 
gracious purposes. One of the adjudicators of “ Gold and the Gos­
pel," whom I long sought to persuade to this practice, wrote to me 
from Ireland last July:—“I have, since I returned, adopted your 
method of Sabbath weekly offerings, and at prayer one of the children 
carries round the box in which the ‘ offerings of God are put. I am 
obliged by your patience, and grateful for your teaching on the subject. 
Would that you could indoctrinate myriads. We are thinking of
establishing a periodical for----------- , and I will not tad to keep
‘The Weekly Offering’ before our people, please the Lord.

The writer of this letter assumes no right to dictate to his fellow- 
Christians on this point. He is free to confess that his heart has often 
been indignant, more often sad, at the general lack of Scriptural 
method in the beneficence of believers, and at the consequent poverty 
of the Lord’s treasury. He would esteem it an exalted privilege^ 
aid in provoking any to nobler sentiments and doings. Surely the 
motives to such a result are not far to seek !
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As the New Testament suggests a plan of weekly storing, in the 
proportion of realized blessings, for one gracious purpose, and as this 
plan is proved, where wisely and faithfully practised, advantageous 
alike to the resources and piety of Churches, the reader will do well 
to employ it himself. He will find it promotive both of his liberality 
and happiness, while ever furnishing with means in hand for every 
urgent demand 1

If an equal amount be given, quarterly or otherwise—a rare fact 
it lacks the happy weekly influence on the heart of the giver.

The considerations of the deep necessities of man ; the infinite love 
of God in Christ Jesus ; the privilege and blessedness of being 
almoners of Divine goodness ; and that this is the alone period of 
such beneficence throughout eternal existence, might well influence the 
Christian to some self-denial of luxuries, and some sacrifice of lawful 
enjoyments, for so glorious an object.

Will not you, Christian reader, rather delight to spend and be spent 
for the honour of Him who thought not his blood and life too great a 
price for your salvation ?

Farewell, courteous reader, till the issues of this mental contact 
appear in the destinies of eternity !
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Ellis, Mrs. D..............
Esson & Co................
Esson, Geo., Sr..........

Famuhar, James....
Fielding, Geo..............
Fleming. S ................
Forest, Alex............ .
Forest, Rev. John..,.
Forman, James.........
Fraser, Geo................
Fraser, R. W..............
Fraser, W. J..............
Friend.........................

Grant, P......................
Grierson, John..........
Grove, Mise.........

Cash

: s
 * 

: : 
: :

 î

4S
.

✓ ■
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UPWARDS

Halifax.

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS, 1869,

2 50W. M,Harrington,
Hart, Jairus.
Hart, I................
Hattie. À., M. D................gin, ç....... . . . . .
Hutton, J. S................

HALIFAXPWARD8 TO ...........  40 00...... 10 00...... 10 00
.......... 10 00...... 1 00

.. $5 00 

.. 5 00
. 100 00 
.. 20 00

Àlbro, Edward..
Allison, J. C.................
Almon, Hon. M. D.....
Anderson, Hon. J. H...
Anderson, Billing & Co
Annand, Charles.........
Annand, Hon. W....«..................... - -
Avery, J. F., M. D....... .. a ♦... a a.. 10 00

Barnes, James 
Bell, Joseph..
Binney, E—
Binncv, 8. N..
Black, 8. H 
Black, W.L.
Blackwood, D,
Bland, J. U...
Bremner, J. J,
Brown, S.
Burns, A.
Cash.......
Collins, B. H.. .7*7*...........
Cowie, A. J., M. D ..t ....
Cunard, W.. .........................
Creighton, C. A....................
Creighton, J. G. A........................... 4 00
J. C. Crosskill.......................... «•«•• Ü*8

Halifax.

5 00
18 00 6 ooJack, Peter.........................

Jones, A. G..................

Kandick, W......... ...........
Kelly, John ......................
Kinnear, J. C...................
Knight, T. F......................

Lawson, Harrington & Co.
Lewis, W. J............................
Lowell. W.L...»............ ..
Lyall, Rev. Dr.... «..........

Mackintosh, J. C...............
Maclean, J. 8....................
Marshall, John G., Judge.
Merkel, J. W....................
Mitchell, G. P. & Co........
Moir & Co..........................
Montgomery, Wm.............
Moren, James A........ .
Morrow, J. B......................
Murray, J. R.....................
Murray, Rev. R............... .
Murray, William....... ...
Mc Bean. A.............................
McDaniel, J as...................
McDonald, A. G..............
McDonald, K. M...............
McDonald, John..............
Northup, J......... .
Oxley, J. B......................

Parker, Hon. Dr...............
Pryor, William..... ...

1 00 5 00

2 00
4 00 4 00
5 00 5 00

10 00 4 00
8 00

UPWARDS t y 6 00 8 00
6 00 I 50
5 00Ialifax. 2 00
5 (K) 8 00
B 00

.... 6 00M........... 5 00
6 00 80 00
2 (K) 6 00
4 00 5 00

.... 4 00

....100 00
6 00
5 00R, 2 00 10 00
5 00

15 00 .... 6 00
8 00

5 00De Wolfe, C. F... 
De Wolfe, J. M,. 
Donaldson, J....

Ellis, David..,.. 
Ellis, Mrs. D....
Esson & Co.......
Ksson, Geo.,8r..

Farnuhar. James.
Fielding, Geo.......
Fleming, S ...........
Forest, Alex.......
Forest, Rev. John. 
Forman, James..,
Fraser, Geo.........
Fraser, K. W........
Fraser, W. J........
Friend.................

1 85
4 00 5 (K)

10 00 80 00ior.
l 00C. B.îTiï:

Sydney, C. B. 
'"rough,

1 00 ...» 1 00 
.... 16 001 00

12 00 4 006 00 5 00
2 004 00

ifax. 00 25 
26 00 10 00 

10 006 00
7PWARDS 4 Oo .... 4 00Rand, T. H.....................

Ratchford, C. E.........
Rickards, A. J................
Robertson, R..................
Roche, W., Jr.............. ..
Ross, John U.................

5 00 1 004 00 . ... 3 006 00 1 00IX, 10 00 . 4001 00 1 00
5 00Grant, P.........

Grierson, John. 
Grove, Miss.

. 1 00 

. 10 00
8 00 Scott, James.......

00 60 Beeton, J. fc»B. B.



32
Shannon, Hon. S. L...............
Silver, J.,& Co................
Simpson, Rev. A................"I
Sinclair, John A.........
Smith, E.G.........................*"*
Stairs, John..............
Starr, Geo. H..................
Starr, John.
Taylor, H. A................!. i .* .*
fnomson & Co___
Thompson, Philip......!'**”
Tremain, R............................"

.........$5 00 Troop, G. J.......................
Tucker, E. I)....................
Tupper, Hon. Charles, M. D., C.

Vass, Miss Anne..........

w^deÆ-.v.v.::

Sfc::

2 oo| Wi»w"ii, we'h.v.;;::"

...........  85 005 00
2 50. 6 00

. 6 00 B. 2 50
2 50

20 006 00
100 00

.. 4 00 

.. 4 00
6 00

....... 1 00
6 00r> 00

........10 004 00
2 00
2 00

names of contributors. The thanks of qP • . 1 P^rm,t U8 t0 6IVC the

Ajrle.ft>rd,perO. Tuft....................
S^8;£V.ï3Si-.,w--:::

S:frvc'iwkh*'-.........

|Uxi
$(169

p.mSSh,fcq, - }s

j H4e“: H,nry:.clyd-Rirer............ ;S

John Login, i.voni Brook.'.’.’ ........ À JJ?
2: £Kr'\sln“Mn” i«

... .

........
Walter McDomUl, Mabou, C. B. .* ! *

81 891700
0 506 66

Article I. Tli 
Society oi 

Book and Tract 
circulation of that 
tending its operatic 

Art. II. All jk 
whether for publieu 

Art. III. The 
when a Board, cons 
members, shall be < 
election.

Art. IV. It ihi 
and select Tracts ft 
Board and of the Î 
and promoting the 
of the Society, and 

Art. V. It sha 
of the Society and 
port, and also to < 
Society a notice of 
annually presented 
may bo known of t 

Art. VI.—The 
meeting of the Bo 
the Treasurer of tl 
cations ordered. 

Art. VII. Me 
Art. VIII. Tl 

the members press

6 60
11 00
5 85
2 26nnap., per Miss W. Wilson 0 371

Dlgb,,p.,MIMFlurJXhA; B“'" 360
Mr1?'l0dol<’lt ll“rbour I-Jies' Sewing 

Do. per Ml.» w«ddrll..............
2pniVte^rr**,t"“ »««»•::::: 1M
Upyer Stewlacke,per O. H. B.te,........ 6m

-s

St^thribyn^i-.^Lfy^,;; D.

Middle Strwûcke, per Mn. Frimé' ,£ AUXILIAHY TRACT 80CIE- 
She.tItarbour.pe.M!., ;; TIBS.

t'î’irMIm *•'i"»hro."c!AKtfc"l‘1'Au,m"i'flod'ty,p«rt.m.

‘SS-dfes f ;
.......................... * w M. Oldlng................

J* D. Copeland...............
^2Mr“ry8oc",r:::::;; »
Windsor Auxiliary Society.'£ 
Yarmouth Do., for Colportage........... ”

12 12

0 37]2 00
4 908 (Ml
1 00
012126 22
000
i oo
100
2 002 60

12 24

OTHER PLACES.
ufbèrî'J’ Moweltl AlbÉ0” Mines.... 20 00 

225
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85 O0
... 2 50M. D., C. I). 2 50

20 00

CONSTITUTION4 00
4 00
5 00

10 00 OF A If
2 00
2 00

gkuxiliarg Start ^orirtii.1C several persons 
nit us to give the 
tendered to collec*
J.

River.
9 River

* ............. 100
i. Orant.... 8 00 
>le Inland.... i oo

liver

81 89
ORO
1 00

Article I. Tins Society shall be called “ The Tract
Auxiliary i<- thr Banish Amirioam 

Book and Tract Society,” the object of which shall be to promote the 
circulation of that Society's publications in this vicinity, and to aid in ex­
tending its operations to the destitute in our own and foreign lands.

Art. II. All persons annually contributing to the funds of the Society, 
whether for publications or as a donation, or both, shall be members.

Art. III. The Society shall hold its annual meeting on the 
when a Board, consisting of a President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 
members, shall be chosen to conduct the business of the Society until a now 
election.

Art. IV. It shall be the duty of the Board to appoint a Superintendent, 
and select Tracts for systematic distribution, and assign to members of the 
Board and of the Society their respective duties in obtaining subscriptions 
and promoting the usefulness of the Society. They may call special meetings 
of the Society, and fill their own vacancies. Three shall constitute a quorum.

Art. V. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to record the proceedings 
of the Society and the Board, notify meetings, and prepare the Annual Re­
port, and also to communicate to the British American Book and Tract 
Society a notice of the formation of this Auxiliary, an abstract of the Reports 
annually presented, with a list of the officers elected, and such evidences as 
may bo known of the usefulness of the Society’s publications.

Art. VI.—The Treasurer shall report the state of the Treasury at every 
meeting of the Board, and shall, us early as practicable, remit the funds to 
the Treasurer of the parent institution, and procure and deliver the publica- 
cations ordered.

Art. VII. Meetings of the Society shall be opened by prayer.
Art. VIII. This Constitution may he altered by a vote of two-thirds of 

the members present at any meeting of the Society regularly convened.

Society of
1 75
1 89
1 00
2 00
1 00
0 37]

k,C. B. 4 90
1 00
012J
000
1 oo
1 80

" B.............. 2 00

AOT SOCIE-

Y, per T. M.

5
re-

♦

SS
SH



Tim following in a list of Magazines, Snlihuth School Papers, etc., 
now sent from the Dejiository, with the price annexed for each, per 
annum, including postage prepaid at Halifax. When less than five 
Papers are ordered to one address, six cents additional for each copy 
per annum will bo charged ; for one paper ten cents additional. The 
Papers need not be all of one kind. Specimen numbers sent to any 
address for fifteen cents in postage stamps, for each Magazine ; three 
cents for each Paper on the list. Subscriptions for Papers can begin

ear. Payments can be re- 
letter ; or for small sums

with any month, but must close with the y 
| mi'.ted in a Post Office order or registered 

in Postage Stamps.

MAGAZINES.
.Sunday Magazine 
leisure Hour........

Family Treasury..............
Chiistian Treasury...........
Kvangelical Christendom.
Good Word*......................
Our Own Kin *id<
Thu Quiver........................
Christian World................
Christian Work................
Scattered Nation..............
Bulwark............................
Missing Link---- H...........

$8.00 Sword and Trowel........................... $0.87 J
Christian Miscellany....................... 0.87}
National Sunday School Teacher.. 1.02}

For the l’oung.

1.7ft
1.7ft
1.76
1.76
1 76
1.76 Golden Hour»........................

Good Words for the Young
Children's Hour...................
Kind Words..........................
Chatter Box..........................
Merry and Wise...................
Youth's Magazine.................

1.7ft

1.76

M8J
0.76
0.87|

PAPERS.
! Christian at Work...

British Messenger..
Ihltish Workman—

1 British Workwoman.
I British Herald.......... .

British I'.vangelist 
Things New und « Hd.

: Child's t'oinpanimt

< hiidri it's Friend................
Ilihle < In--' Mwgazim
Mother's Treasury.............
Friendly Visitor...................
Tract Magazine....................

American Messenger.....................

Gospel Trumpet.............................
Child's Paper...................................
< hildren's Pupei

0.28 Child at Home................................
Child * WorU.................................
Band of Hope Review............

Youth's Tomperanco Banner.. ..
Young Meatier Monthly..............

“ *' 111-Monthly...........
S. S. Visitor, Monthly .

--------  “ 11 lll-Monthly...............
0.86 i l ather William s Storle's...........

Good Words....................................
Good News......................................

- ' -

0.28
:

0JR

0.88
N
-K

, ..

' M

sa mm ii suitmi, mm a inks.
Our liUkt munition will ulway. lie given to tlui inlere.tn mill wiint. 

of Subballi School*. A large lu.mlinent of good Hominy School 
Hook* knpt eun.timtly on blind, mid «old at the lowent rate, for rash.

<y
Magazines, Papers, &c 4
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