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CANADIAN REPRESENTATION AT THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL
BOOK FESTIVAL IN NICE (MAY 31 TO JUNE 10, 1969)

: The Department of External Affairs announced today
that Canada will be participating on a large scale in the
First International Book Festival in Nice, France, with a
pavilion covering some 3,000 square feet.

The Canadian Pavilion will be operated under the
auspices of the Department of External Affairs, with the
support of the Canadian Government Exhibition Commission,
working in close cooperation with the Canada Council, the
National Library, the Office of the Queen's Printer, the
Conseil Supérieur du Livre and the Canadian Book Publishers?
Council. It has facilities for exhibiting more than 600
recent Canadian publications in the two official languages.

It will also contain a collection of rare books and de luxe
editions and an information display covering various aspects
of cultural and artistic activity in Canada. Ultra-modern

in design, the Pavilion was conceived as a means of bringing
home the size and variety of the Canadian publishing industry,
both to people in the book business and to the general public,
and of pointing up the intensity and scope of Canadian
cultural activities.

The layout of the Canadian book catalogue has
received particularly careful attention, having been entrusted
to Gagnier, Fleury and Associates, the Montreal firm of
graphic artists. The only truly Canadian type face, Cartier,
was selected for the printing of the text. As well as a
message from the Prime Minister, the catalogue contains a
number of essays on Canadian books written by well-known
authors and critics.

As an adjunct to the exhibition of books from
various countries, the Nice Festival will include several
other cultural activities. New literary prizes known as
Aigles d'Or, or Golden Eagles, will be awarded to books that
are outstanding either in literary merit or in layout, binding,



printing quality and so on. Canadian publishing houses
will be entering some 50 books from among this country's
best.

The Festival prograrme will also include concerts,
lectures on literary matters and conferences in which
personalities from the literary world and the Canadian
publishing industry will be taking part. A Canadian delegation
will travel to Nice for the occasion. Among its members will
be the National Librarian of Canada, Mr. Guy Sylvestre, the
Associate Director of the Canada Council, Mr. Peter Dwyer,
and his assistant, Mr. Naim Kattan, Mr. Jacques Hébert,
President of the Association des Editeurs Canadiens-frangais,
Mr. Marsh Jeanneret, President of the Canadian Book Publishers?
Council, Mr. J. Z. Léon Patenaude, Secretary-General of the
Conseil Supérieur du Livre, and Mr. Henk Hoppner, Secretary
of the Canadian Book Publishers® Council.

This venture is a part of the Canadian Government's
effort to ensure greater international recognition for
Canadian works published in French and English.

This policy has already lead to regular representation
for Canadian books at such important international events as
the international book fairs in Frankfurt and Brussels, the
annual convention of the American Library Association and
various major exhibitions in other countries.
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