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THE PRESBYTERIAN COUNCIL.

Before these lines are read the Council which
represents the Presbyterianism of the world will
have met in Toronto. The programme covers
meetings extending from Sept. 21st to 30th, and
furnishes for discussion a wide range of subjects,
§uch as :—the Protestant Reformation—its spirit-
ual character and its fruits in the individual life;
nd, its influence in communities and nations,
on their moral and religious condition, their
ntellectual state and progress, and their civil
d political institutions:— .

Our Reformed and Presbyterian Churches,
n their characteristics and mission, in their
solved problems and unemployed resources :—
Conference on Foreign Missions—The culti-
ation of the missionary spirit at home, home
raining of missionaries, (men and women) for
he foreign field, native agents and their train-
ng, native churches and self-support, and the
lation of native churches to the home
urches :— .

Our churches and their work among the
boriginal, the Africen, and the Immigrant
eoples of the United States and Canada;
egroes, Indians, Europeans, and Asiatics i—
The position and difficulties of the churches in
e European Continent, and methods of assist-
g them :—~

Conference on Spiritual life ; the work of the
oly Spirit, personal and family religion, re-
ival:—

The reiations and duty of the Church to out-
de agencies doing christian work ; young men
d young women’s Christian Associations,
hristian Endeavor Societies, Kings Daughters,
uilds, &c¢ &e, and the lessons to be learned
m such societies :—-

he Biblical idea of the ministry ; the minister
teacher, and as an organizer and adminis-
Or.

e training of the ministry ; in view of the
ts of theological thought in apologetics and

Biblicai criticism, the social, mental and philan-
thropic activity of to-day, the tendencies of
modern educational systems, and the demand
for an increased number of ministers and short
courses of study.

Sabbath schools, «ne home or inner work of the
church, the aggressivec movements of our
churches.

Christianity in relation to social problems ; the
wage question, the land question, the drink
question, the church going question among var-
ious classes, the recreation question.

Aspects of Romanism ; on the Continent of
Europe, in Great Britain and her colonies, in
North and South America, ip the Foreign Mis-
sion Field.

——

To use the threatened invasion of
Cholera as an argument for Foreign
Missions may seem at first sight far
fetched,but a knowledge of facts mightlead even
those who care not for the heathen, or for
Christ’s command to preach to them the gospel,
to see,that in self-defence,it would pay richly to
evangelize the world, The following from the
Indian Standard speaks its own lesson :

“The Mela at Hurdwar lasted long enough to
generate cholera in its most virulent form.
IWhen the Government interfered and broke it
up the pilgrims took the disease with them to
all parts of the country. How long will Govern-
ment permit these melas to become hotbeds of
disease? How long must the many be made to
suffer for the mistimed enthusiasm of the few?
The disappointed priests, the hope of whose
gains ended with the appearance of the pro-
hibitory edict, are bringing an action of damages
against the Government for 1§ lakhs of rupees.
It is interesting to hear from themselves as to
the profits they hoped to make. But how would
they look if a counter-action for damages for loss
of life were brought against them for every case
of cholera that could be traced to Hurdwar?”

Cholera’s
Lessons.
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Asia has long been the world’s pest-house.
‘When tbe cholera comes forth to ‘terrify and
scourge the nations itcomes from the East. The

Facts, With the intention of Govern-
not ment in the appointment of the
Opinions.

Royal Commission on prohibi-

swarming together of multitudes in a hot | tion, and the aims and efforts of the men com-

climate, without sanitary arrangements; with
neither cleanliness nor care, must breed disease.
And these conditions are found, both in the
crowded cities of the East and the thronged
Melas or pilgrim gatherings for heathen cere-
monies. Until the twin sisters of Christianity
and civilization visit and regenerate these
peoples, cleansing their persons and their cities,
and especially breaking up these great heathen
gatherings of fanaticism and filth that prove
but hotbeds of disease, the world must suffer.
‘When the kingdoms of this world become the
kingdom of Christ, and cleanliness and Godli-
_ness bless the whole earth, cholera quarantines
will be needed no more.

.

We call attention to the recent
large bequests to various schemes
of the church, not for the purpose
of chronicling the events, for that will be duly
done in the proper place, but to emphasize a
most important duty, that of Christian people
giving back to thé Lord, when he calls them to
give up their stewardship, some goodly part of
what he has entrusted to them as stewards.
‘When God prospers men, he imerely entrusts to
them more or less of the silver and gold and the
cattle on a thousand hills, not for their own per-
sonal gratification, but to enable them to do
more in helping and blessing the world. But
what is their duty when theix work is ended?
Just as the property was not their own for sel-
fish gratification while they lived, so it is not
their own to give wholly to friends when they
die, but, in some part or measure should be re-
turned in this way, to Him whose stewards they
were. Bequests are ag much a duty of Christian
men and women as is giving from week to week
to the Lord.

Recent
Bequents,

Alliteration has been so widely
prevalent,and fer so long a time,
that anything new in that line is somewhat of a
surprise. Whether it be a treat or no, depends
-upon individual taste, The latest I have seen is
in the call of our Home Mission leaders in the
North West for a missionary to labor at Eldora-
do.in the Rocky Mountains. They want a good
man possessing *‘grace, grit, go, and gumption.”
‘Whatever opinion one may entertain as to the
elegance of the expression there can be no doubt
as to its forcefulness, and the excellence of the
qualifications named, and their indispensability
to success, whether in the more quiet congrega-
tions of the east or the rougher mission stations
of the far North West; whether in the Home or
the Foreign Field.

The Four G’s.

posing the Commission, these lines have nothing
to do. Public men, in discharging public duty,
should receive all possible encouragement and
help. The result, however, as seen in the testi-
mony of witnesses before the Commission from
day to day, shows that much of the proceedings
is simply a huge farce. ¢ He thought"—or—* Ile
did not think"—* That liquoris hurtful "—‘ Thav
prohibition is the best way of dealing with the
tr. flic”—““That a prohibitory Jlaw, if passed,
could be carried out.” Such is the burden of
much of the testimony. The idea of spending
thousands of dollars ona Royal Commission tv
find out what this or that man thinks regarding
what would probably happen in certain circurni-
stances, is about as laughable an absurdity as
can well be imagined. It would tax the powers
of a subtler satirist than Bengough, to duv it
Justice.

‘What the country wants is facts, not opinions.
It wants to know from Customs officials and
revenue returns how much liquor is made and
imported. It wants to know, as nearly as canbe
ascertained, how much our Dominion spends for
strong drink. It wants to know from municipal
and city officials how many liquor shops there
are, and from real estate agents, how these shops
affect the value of property in their neighborhoud.
It wants to know from employers of labor how
the use of strong drink affects the skilland trust-
worthiness of their employees, and from shup-
keepers, how far it is responsible for the bad
debts upon their books. It wants to know from
the batoned gnardians.of the peace that patrol
our streets, what part drinking  has in the
assaults and brawls that call for their presence;
from magistrate and judges, what proportion
of trials and commitments are due directly or
indirectly to its use; from prison officials and
from managers of homes and asylums for the
the poor, the unfortunate, and the insane, what
proportion of their inmates have been sent to
them directly or indirectly by this means; from
charitable agencies and societies as to its part
in creating work for them ; from physicians as
to the influence it has had on the physiral
and mental well being of the community ; and,
from |ministers of the gospel as to its heipor
hindrance in theirefforts to lift the land to a
higher,purer, holier life.

Such are some of the things the country wants
to know, and the knowledge would have been
far more easily, cheaply, and effectively obtained
by circulars addressed to each of these official
classes. Since, however, another means has
been employed, let us hope that it will seek to

Justify its existence, and_preseut to the country,
as a result of its labors, the facts regarding the
traffic in strong drink in Canada.



THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

-

255

The The Synod of the maritime Pro-
Maritime vinces will meet in St. Andrew’s
Symod.  Church, St. John, N. B., October 5th,
at 730 p. m. Two questions of
importance will be before it in addition to the
ordinary routine of business,

Bishop Phillips Brooks says: ‘““As one looks
round upon the community to-day, how clear
the problem of hundreds of unhappy lives
appears! Rich men who with all their wealth
are weary and wretched; learned men whose
learning only malkes them querulous and jealous;

One of these will be that of a fourth professor | belies ing men whose faith is always souring into

for the Presbyterian College, Halifax. An carn- | bigotry

est effort has been made during the summer to
remove the debt on the college and prepare

andenvy. Every man knows what these
men heed ; just something which shall make

the | them let themselves go out into the open ocean

way for an addition to the teaching staff. The, of a complete self-sacrifice,”

effort has been so successful that it is hoped the
way will be clear for the appointment.

The other question that the Synod will be
called upon toface, and that will require another

|
J

“Panegyric ill becomes a funeral service. Sim-
plicity, tenderness and solace should characterize
all the exercises connected with the burial of the

earnest effort, is one that has been in some | 4°2d: The showy display all too common, and

measure before the Church already, viz, the
removal of the deficit, on the Foreign Mission
Fund. This year, for the first time since 1387, the
Foreign Mission Fund, E. D, closed its accounts
with a considerable balance on the wrong side.
This was owing chiefly as is already well known
to a large forward movement that was taken in
Trinidad ; a movement that was necessary if we
would reap the advantages offered by the new
school law of that Island, and a movement
which has since proved itself a wise one, from
the standing and success which it has helped to
give to our mission there. The Maritime Synod
will do as it has ever done with such questions,
A long pull, a strong pull, a pull all together, and
the missionary chariot will be over the difficult
piece of road and on firm ground. again. Butthe
pull must be taken. All must take a vigorous
hold, then and only then, thus and only thus,will
the work be done.

The The ‘“‘blue book” is larger than
Assembly  eyer before. It comes to us a
Minuntes.

goodly volume of 560 large pages
of clossly printed type. Sixty-four pages contain
the minutes of the last General Assembly; the
Home Mission Reports cover 116 pages, giving
full and accurate information regarding all the
departments of our great Home Work; the
Foreign Mission Report takes 75 pages to tell its
story, while the multitudinous figures of the
statistical report occupy 133 pages. There are
in all thirty different reports. There is not
2 question great or small connected with the
facts or figures of any part or department of the
large and varied operatiors of our church but
will find here an answer as full and accurate as
could be obtained.

It should be much more largely circulated and
read than at present. Any one wishing a copy
can have it by sending twenty-five cents to Rev.
Dr. Reid, Toronto.

* There are eighteen missions of the American
Missionary Association among the Chinese in
California.”

the eulagistic extravagance so much indulged in,
are in had taste, and do harm. ILet funeral ser-
mons be reserved for esceptional characters.
Ordinarily, some wise, - «pful and consoling re-
marks, brief and to the point, with suitable
scriptural selections and a warm-hearted, tender
and sympathetic prayer, are all that the occasion
demands, the aim being not so much the honor
of the dead as the benefit, of the living.”

Sacrifice is the indispensable condition of suc-
cess. We must renounce in order to prevail,
He that sceks his life loses it; he that loses his
life finds it. One must sow in tears if he would
reap in joy. Master and scholar have the same
experience—that suffering is required in order
to fruitfulness and victory. It is the furnace
that purifies and renders efficacious s the spices
must be bruised to bring forth their fragrance.
Happy they who recognize this law of the divine
economy, and are content to suffer if only they
may be made to bear much fruit.— William M,
Taylor, D.D, ’

‘We call the Chinese heathen, and yet they
have some customs that would do credit to a
Christian people. On every New Year's morn-
ing each man and boy, from the emperor to the
lowest peasant, pays a visit to his mother. He
carries her a present, varyine in value according
to his station, thanking her for all she has done
for him, and asks a continuance of her favor
another year. They are taught to believe that
mothers have an influence for good over their
sons and all through life.—Pres. Banner.

Did you ever feel the joy of winning a soul for
Christ ? I tell you there is no Jjoy out of heaven
which excels it—the grasp of the bhand of one
whosays: “By your means I was turned from
darkness.”—C. H, Spurgeon.

If thou seek xest in this .ife, how wilt thou
then attain to the everlasting rest? Dispose not
thyself for much rest, but for great patience,
Seek true peace—not in earth, but in heaven;
not in men, norin any other creature, but in God
alone.- Thomas at- Kempis.
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Ony g‘mmc ﬁ!ifnrk. the Lord’s table. A church hasbeenbuilt which
! was opened for divine service in June last, and
issi s to be self-sustaini t th
Widows'wna  The colleetion for this fund, in | 0T O U IReS, 0B B0 S8 R R B e
;.:m?!?s the Wes;e ;‘n Slf Ctégl.‘ dlués bge:? supported by the ladies of Crescent street church,
£ Octob appointed for the third Sabbath Montreal, and the young men of St. Paul’s,
of Letober. Montreal, aided largely 1n building the church,
Mo;“l’eal A circular has been received E —v—el—l; o snd, bub yab
College.  from the Presbyterian College, | pragh, arev are sag,
’ yYtery of s
Montreal, in connection with the collection for | Columbis. 'R€re 8re times when we would

College purposes which was appointed by the
Assembly for the 18th of September. The cir-
cular states that the graduates of the College
now number 199, that it is the only college be-
longing to the church which has special depart-
ments for French and Gaelic work, that the
attendance last session was seventy-seven, of
whom sixteen have in view the work of French
Evangelization, that the whole amount required
from the church this year in the way of contri-
butions is about $6,000.

. The Notice of this collection, which
Tollection  wss appointed by the General
for Colleges. Aqsembly for Sabbath, Septem-
ber 1Sth, should have been given in last issue.
In cases where it has not yet been made the
fact should be bornein mind that the colleges lie
atthefoundation of our work as a church. Their
value cannot be measured by the number of
students attending, nor weighed by a certain
aumber of lectures given. It is a part of the
machinery of a church without which the church
is incomplete, and the lack of one part affects
more or less injuriously all the otuer parts.
‘Wken one sense is wanting the others in some
mezsure make up for it; when one limb is
wanting the others seem to develop more com-
pletely, though even in both these cases the
_ wont is felt ; but when this part of our church
machinery is wanting the other parts sufler.
Their own work is not so well done. If this one
member suffer all the members suffer with it.
Let our colleges share abundantly in the rising
tide of Christian liberality that is blessing our
land.

The Nelson is a new and rapidly rising;
Townof  4wn of some 2,000 inhabitants in
Nelson.

the heart of the rich silver mining
district of British Columbia, or as it has been
called, the Denver of B.C. Toreach it we take
the boat which runs regularly from Revelstoke,
on the C.P.R., and sail 150 miles south towards
the American line to Robson, whence a ride of
28 miles eastward by rail, brings us to our desti-
natjon. A little more than a year ago, June,
1801, our first Missionary, Rev. Thomas Rogers,
went there, and amid difficulties, not a few, suc-
cceded in starting a Mission. In October, the
first communion was observed, when nine sat at

not have them unsaid, for they
mean & lesser ill and a greater good to come. Six
years ago the Presbyterv of Columbia was organ-
ized and the Presbyterian Church in Canada was
glad at the progress on the Pacific. Faithfully
and well was the work done during the six
short years of its mission life among the moun-
tains and valleys of the far West. But that
work grew beyond its reach. Its size was given
as five hundred miles from East to West, and
from the United States boundary to the North
Pole, while a missionary tells how he had to
travel 200 miles on a buckboard and 180 miles by
rail, and spend 350, if he would attend a meeting
of his presbytery. And so when its closing
ineeting was held on July 19th in Vancouver, no
tears were shed save those of gratitude for
the work done and the progress made, as the
brighter future beckoned the workers onward
to larger things, and the requiem with which it
was laid to rest was one of hope and joy, praise
as well as prayer, mingling in the closing servi-
ces. Soon it will be forgotten, only remembered
by what it has done, save by the men who for
these vears toiled so faithfully and well.

So repidly do changes come in
Symod of 1. 0w West that the Synod of
British ves N - s
Columbia, Dritish Columbia is now a familiar
thing. Its first meeting was held
in St. Andrew's Church,Vancouver, on July20th.
It was an occasion of deep intercst. to the Pres-
byterians of the Province and frought with im-
poctant issues to our Church there. Lev. D.
Macrae, of Victoria, wes elecied as Moderator
for the ensuing ycar, and Rev. Mr. Ross, of
Westminster, as clerk. Rev. J. M, McLecd was
appointed Moderator, pro tem. The Presbyter-
ies into which the Synod is divided were appoint-
ed to meet as follows :—Kamloops, at Vernon,
Aug. 9, New Westminister, at New Westminster,
Aug. 15, Vancouver Island, at Victoria, Sept.
13th. Calgary, having previously existed as a
presbytery,would meet at its own appointed time
Committees were appointed for the ensuing year.
The next meeting was appointed to be held in
the IFirst Presbyterian Church, Victoria, on the
first Wednesday in March, 1893.

Let your example be such that others will
think well to follow.
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- MeéreNe ‘.Except a corn of wheat fall OUR WILDERNESS MISSIONS. )
r":b,ge.:e. into the ground and die itabideth | Most of our readers know that the great

alone, but if it die it bringeth
forth much fruit.,” Secattering in order to
increase ; death in order to life: a law of both
the Natural and Spiritual worlds, has its illust-
ration in our church worik. The Presbytery of

Columbia is no more} its last meeting is recorded

in another column, but by its death it has given
life to three new Presbyteries. Kamloops, West-
minster, and Vancouver Island; representing
mountains, coast, and island. While the three,
cover but the territory of the former one, they
mean much more than the one in regard to
church life and work. They mean three centres,
each equal if not superior, in some ways to the
old, inasmuch as bub few members could gather
to the old, and vhen they did, their field was so
large, and the knowledge of the whole possessed
by each, wasso limited, that Presbyterial work
was felt to be imperfect and unsatisfactory. Not
only will presbyterial work be better done, but
each individual minister, formerly often so
isolated that intercourse with brethren and the
benefit of their counsel and advice was almost

unknown, will be able to do more and better.

work.

This is one of the new Presby-
o’i.;::‘:::::s teries. Itsfirst meeting washeld
* at Vernon, B. C. Aug. 9th. Rev.
Geo. Murray of Nicola, formerly a valued co-
worker with the writer in New Glasgow, Nova
Scotia, was elected moderator and Rev, John
Knox Wright of Spallumcheen, formerly one of
our missionaries in Trinidad was appointed
clerk. Committees were appointed to look after
the different schemes of the Church within the
bounds of the Presbytery, arrangements made
for the more thorough and efficient working of
the mission fields within the bounds of the
Presbytery, as also with regard to the distri-
bution of Chinese Christian literature. May the
new presbytery be a power for good amid both
the ignorance and sin of the new Western land
and be & mighty agency in winning that land for
Christ.

P

More Presbye  The Presbytery of Winnipeg
terles 80 hLaq hefore it at a reeent meeting
Foliow.

a petition to the General As-
sembly for the formation of a new Presbytery, to
be called the Presbytery of Superior, and to
embrace the congregations and stations north
and West of Lake Superior, from Algome to
Keewatin, or as far west as the boundary line
hetween Ontario and Maritoba, The ehief plea
for the change is the great distance, of more than
six hundred miles, from the eastern part of the
region to Winnipeg, the seat of the Presbytery,
making the attendance of Ministers_and Elders
at court, and the proper exercise of Presbyterial
oversight almost impossible, on account of the
distance and expense. The Presbytery after a
lengthened discugsion laid the matter over until

.

its next meeting in November. .

1 Western M

Laurentian region lying along the C.P.R. north
of Lakes Winnipeg, Huron, Superior, and Lake
of the Woods is chiefly wilderness. Af four
points on this are the considerable towns of Port
Arthur, Fort William, Rat Portage and Kce-
watin, At all of these points we have missions
or self-sustaining congregations. But besides
these there are scores of points where small com.
munities are gathered, in almost all of which the
Presbyterian Church is the only one giving the
people service. We lately visited one of them
and wrote a few notes on the work being done.

Beausejour.—On the edge of the Laurentian
belt, has the Broken ITead river to the north
with fifty families. No other service than ours.
Services held in three schoothouses. Missionary,
M. McKee, student of Manitoba College.

Whitemouth.—Saw mill village. Fair mem-
bership. Good attendance in school house,
With this are connected seven stations on the
C.P.R. At each of them: from one to five families
live. At two points are camps of men, one of
these has fifty out of sixty TFinlanders and
Swedes. No other service than ours. Missionary
C. McKibben, student of Manitoba College.

Fort I'rances.—This i3 a village on Rainy
River, south of the C.P.R. There are four or five
centres on the river where services are held. One
or two agricultural settlements are also growing
up. People have little money circulating among
them. No other service than ours, Missionary,
H. Cowan, of Student’s Missionary Society of
Manitoba College.

Ignace.~This is a purely railway field. The
Missionary has ten stations at which he holds
service. The people contribute very fairly. The
Missionaryis constantly in motion, uses all kinds
of transport, and really has, no place to lay his
head. Good reports come from this Mission,
G. Menzies, & student of the Manitoba College is
Missionary, and alone conductd service in the
field.

Murillo, Slate River, and Iron Range.~This
region has been subject to various fluctuations
being a mining district. The Missionary for the
year is just going in, and will rough it in the
railway cam;iz.I errainly our Missionaries are
not taken to Heaven ‘‘on fiowery beds of ease.”

Schreiber.—This field lies east of Port Arthur
and comprises & number of C.P.R stations and
fishing points. We lameat here the death by
drowning of our faithful brother, Rev. W. Neilly,
in November last. His rame is still revered by
the rough navvy and weather-beaien fisherman,
and the inspiration of his devotion will long
linger along the north shore of Lake Superior.
is successor is Rev. A, W, Lewis,

All this is & grand work of the truest Mis-
sionary kind. The almost exclusive possession
of this six hundred miles of railway is given us
as a ¢hureh. It is sowing broadeast. Financially
it may not be & success, but we can appreciate
how much it makes for righteousness? It is
Christlike to give, not heping v receive. again.~

issionary-

4
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As will be seen from this issue,
the Home Mission Committee,
‘West, are laying before the Church
the work to be done during the present year, and
urging Presbyteries to bring the claims of the
Home Mission Fund before the eongregations.
The Recorb is glad te be the bearer of any such
wmessage, and it may not be amiss, in this con-
nection, to remind comwittees, missionaries, and
all others interested in the extension of both
Home and Foreign work, that one medium ap-
ypointed by the Church for bringing and keeping
all sur work before the Church, and the only
single agency that reaches practically the whole
Church, is the RECORD. Strange as it may seem,
however, although the Church has appoinied
this agency for this purpose, the fact does not
appear to be at all fully realized, so limited is
the extent to which it is used. If the informa.
tion, suitable for publication, obtained from
month to month by committees, conveners, sec-
retaries, agents of every kind and of all the
schemes, instead of being retained, perhaps for
months, and perchance at best never getting be-
yond & committee, were at once forwarded to the
RECORD to be given to the whole Church, there
would be a deeper interest in all the departments
of our church work and they would receive a
more general and generoussupport. If there are
deficits, a part at least of the responsibility must
rest with the above mentioned cause. Lay this
iatter to heart, brethren. Don’t keep your in-
formation laid up in a napkin or pigeon-hole,
send it to the Recorp and it will bring gain to
Him who has entrusted us with our respective
stewardships.

Hew to use
the Record.

HOME MISSION COMMITTEE, W. D.

The Executive of the Home Mission and Aug-
mentation Committees will meetin St. Andrew’s
Church, Toronto, on Tuesday, 11th Oct., at 9 a.m.

All ministers, missionaries, and students
(under summer session or otherwise), desiring
employment during the winter, must send in
their names to the Convener, or Rev. Dr. War-
den, Montreal, prior to October 7th.

All appointments must be made by the General
Assembly’s Home Mission Fxecutive. Private
arrangements made by Mission Conveners of
Presbyteries, or others, will not be recognised.

All Presbyteries in Ontario and Quebec, as
.well as in the North-West, wanting winter sup-
ply, should send to the Convener or Secretary,
the names of the fields requiring such.

It is absolutely necessary, that all claims and
other papers be forwarded to Dr. Warden by
October 7th. This applies to both Home Mis
sions and Augmentation.

WM. COCHRANE, Convener H.M.C.

BRANTFORD, Aug. 27th, 1892,

'HOME MISSION FUND.
‘WESTERN SECTION.
Requirements for the ¥Year 18012,

HE following circular b.s been sent to the
Presbyteries in the western section of the
churgh,

The amount required for the current year from
the Presbyteries of the Church for Home
Missions is $65,600, and for Augmentation
231,000, This calculation is based upon the
grants made last March, which are considerably
in advance of former years, on account of the
ine¢reasing demand for mission work in the new
distriets of the North-west and British Columbia.

Unless these amounts are raised, the Com-
mittee will be unable to meet the claims against
them, The exceptionally large bequests of last
year, that enabled the committee to present such
a favorable statement to the General Assembly,
cannot be expected again for years to come,

After a eareful estimate of the membership
and ability of the several Presbyteries, the sum

[ & F has been apportioned to the Pres-
bytery of . ceuuieieniniiiiiiiiis viiiiiiiiiiiiean,
................ for Home Missions,and S........
for Augmentation.

‘While very many of our most liberal congre.
gations give of their own accord to all the
schemes of the church, without the need of
deputations,—others require and expect, that
the members of Presbytery will visit them, and
enforce the claims of these funds upon their
liberality. May I therefore ask your Presbytery,
at its first meeting, to take whatever steps they
may see fit to inform the congregations and
mission stations within their bounds, of what is
expected of them for both funds, in order that
the amount specified may be raised. The mem-
bers and adherents of our eongregations are well
able to do what is asked of them, and are we
believe in most eases, prepared to do so cheer-
fully, if the facts are only clearly placed before
them,

It would be well that Presbyteries in bringing
the claims of the Home Mission Fund before
congregations, should also emphasize the fact,
that the supply of Mission Stasions all the year
round, as is intended by the establishment of
a summer session in Manitoba College, will
demand next year $10,000 additional to the Home
Mission Fund. The Committee hope that the
Congregations of the Church will come up nobly
to asgist the Committee in carrying out the
manifest wish of the General Assembly in this
matter.

‘WM. COCHRANE,
Ovavener of Home Mission Committee.
Brantford, 15th Aug. 1892.

Churches are living churches in the exact ratio
of their missionary activity.—Canon Liddon.
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Onr foreign Missions.

Rev. Hugh McKay of Round
Lake, in a letter quoted in the
Western Missionary, says :—One of
our Indians died last night, and was buried this
morning. Ispent an hour with him last Sab-
bath evening. He lay in his blanket on the cold
ground—his bare feet on the damp grass—more
like a skeleton than & living person. Heseecmed
glad to see me, and talked freely about death and
the life beyond. We parted, feeling that we
would never again meet in this world, but in the
hope of meeting in the presence of Him who does
not ‘““‘quench the smoking flax or break the
bruised reed.”

The Dying
Indian.

On theevening of Aug. 11th,
at Belleville,Ont.,Miss Agnes
Turnbull, M.D., was designa-
ted as a missionary to Central India. Mr. Ham-
ilton Cassells, Convener F. M. Com., W.D,, who,
amid the presence of an active business life, has,
for a number of years devoted so much of time
and strength to Foreign Mission work, occupied
the chair, Addresses were given by the chair-
man, and several of the ministors present, and
at the close, the outgoing missionary reseived
many a cordial *“God be with you,” contracted
into the well worn, but world wide, * good-bye,”
from friends whose prayers will follow her as
she goes far hence to healand teach the degraded
and down trodden women of India.

Miss Agnes
Tarnbull, M.D.

There has been for quite a
number of years a medical
missionary ia the New Hebri-

¢s, Rev. Dr. Gunn, of Futuna,
but, as the island is small and isolated, his medi-
cal work has been, like that of nearly all our
missionaries, confined to the giving of medicines
in the few cases of ordinary illness. Now, how-
ever, an attempt is being made to establish a
kind of medical centre, a hospital which shall
have wider sphere. It will be on Ambrym, one
of the large islands in the north of the group, or
at Port Sandwich on Malekula, some twelve
miles distant from Ambrym, if it is possible to
get a site there. Dr. Lamb, a young medical
missonary from the Presbyterian Church of New
Zealand, is to have charge, and is to settle in the
meantime on Ambrym. Of the plaee, he says ‘It
scems to be the centre of the system of idolatry.”
A few miles to the north is Santo the largest
and most northerly island of the group, nearer
is Malekula, the second largest island, while
near it are the Maskalyne islands with a large
population, The question of & training institute
18 also under consideration for the training of
teachers for the whole group. Thus, like the
slow rising of these coral islands out of the sub-
merged reefs of the southern seas and their
gradual erowning with verdure and beauty, is
their elevation from the depths of degradation,
misery, and sin, to the light and joy and bleaged-
Resg of Christian civilization. :

‘A forward
step in the
New Hebrides.

Mzr.Croil in forwarding an extract
of a missionary letter to the RE-
CORD, writes some words which are
so pertinent that I take the liberty of quoting
them. He says, I transcribe a portion of it for
your columns, the more that I observe missionary
letters are scarce. A great mistake that it
should be so, and I trust you may yet succeed in
drawing out a regular and sustained correspond.
ence, which the church has indeed a right to
expect from its missionaries, and which, if they
could only see it as we see it, would prove greatly
to their advantage in the increased interest
which would attach to their work, and a more
ready and liberal response-to the calls which are
made from time to time for its enlargement and
support.”

Missfoanry
Letters.

Rev. J.A. McDonald ourmis®
sionary at Alberni, amoung the
Pagan Indians of B, C. writes,
“The Indian children are pleased with the
pictures in the Children’s Record, but few of
them can yet read the lessons. On Sabbath
morning at ten o'clock our Seshaht, school meets
with anattendance of thirty. All expect papers,
cards, or pictures of some kind. The Opitchesant
school in the afternoon is not so well attended
as there are not many children. This school we
intend to unite with the white children to form
a2 union sghool as there is none at present in the
Church. Would you please ask our young
friends the readers of the Record to send any
illustrated papers or cards that they can give to
help our schools, as I find it diffieult to supply
them. The work is prospering with God’s bles-
sing.”

Among the
Pagan Indians.

Not long since our colmmns con-
tained some extracts of a glowing
description of Trinidad. That itis
not always 8o, but has its shadows as well as its
lights, is seen by Dr. Morton’s words i a note
to the Pres. Review. He says, under date Aug.
5th, “for the last two months we would gladly
have enjoyed a little Canadian sunshine. In the
month of June we had only two fine days.
Official reports show that several places had a
rainfall of from thirty to thirty-four inches,
July reports are not yet out, but the month was
a duplicate of June. In going to my college
work one week, I and other passengers had to be
transferred for over a mile on trollies pushed
with poles—the railway being so washed out )
that even that was a risky thing to do. Miles of
country have been under water which was
several times from two to three feet deep under

two of my school houses. One of my school
boys was swept away and drowned when going
t0 school. Itreminds one, not of paradise, but
of another less_pleasant Biblical story. Not-
withstandin the missionaries are well and

The Shady
Side,

g, all

lgog’e for pieasanter days ¢ when-the clouds-rolt
A

‘
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One of our young missionaries
to the Indians of the NorthWest,
Mr. Frank Nichol, of Mistawa-
sis Reserve, has been visited with a sore sorrow
in the death of Mrs, Nichol. Little more than a
year ago they werc married and went to their
chosen field of work. Mrs. Nichol, in June,
visited Ontario for a few weeks. She seemed in
good health, and created quite a deep interest in
our Indian Missions in several places where she
addressed ladies’ meetings. Starting on her
return journey, a short time since, she was taken
down with a chill and subsequent fever. Bravely
she continued her journey, hoping to overcome
it, but on reaching Prince Albert, still one hun-
dred miles fromn home, she could go no farther
and in a few days, on the eve of August 5th, she
entered that blessed rest where chill or fever, of
body or mind or spirit, never come.

Death of
Mrs. Nichol.

Messrs. Leggatt and Mor-
Morton, two missionaries of
the Presbyterian Church of
Victoria, who, with their wives, have been for
four or five years on the island of Maiekula,
‘New Hebrides, near Santo, where our own mis-
sionary, Mr. Annand, labors, have had their
times of special trial. DMore than a ycar since
Mrs, Leggatt, worn down with anxiety and a
measure of dread, and oppressed by the loneliness
of her position in » savage land, lost her.reason
and took her own life. Mr. Leggatt took his
baby girl to Australia, placed her in charge of
friends there, and returned to his fleld and work.
Mrs. Morton, in whose house the death had
occurred, prostrated by it and by the knowledge
that a native was watching to shoot her own

Special trials
of Missionaries.

husband, and by the fact that he did shoot a |

man on the verandah of the manse, when her
husband was away, probably mistaking him for
the missionary, has had to give up the work for
a time, Her husband has taken her to Australia
and leaving her there has gone back to his field.
With heavy hearts both have returned o their
desolate homes on a heathen isle to save and
bless the poor wretches that sometimes seek
their lives. The missionaries have their trials
of which we at home can form little conception.
In the New Hebrides a common burden is the
parting with ~hildren. So soon as these child-
ren are five and six years old they must be sent
away to Australia, or perhaps to Scotland, to be
taught and trained by strangers. The parents
dare not keep them while their characters are
forming, where they come into daily contact
with the native children, Then, in addition to
these more common trials there come sometimes
the heavier burdens, which but for Divine help
would be greater than they could bear. Our
part at home is to hold up their hands by prayer
and hearty support, by letters with words of
cheer, and by prayer to our common Father,

DARK DEEDS IN THE NEW HEBRIDES.

$OR the sake of the young readers I may state
that the New Ilebrides Mission is a joint
one. There are nincteen missionary families
laboring on fourteen different islands. Three of
these families are supported by our own.Church,
two by the Free Church of Scotland, and the
remaining fourteen by churches in Australia
and New Zealand. Mr. Smail, a missionary of
the Otago (New Zealand) Presbyterian Church,
writes, in the N. Z, Presbylerian, of his work
on Epi :—

Err, May 25th, 1892,

“IWe have just been hearing horrid stories of
heathen cruelty from all around us. A young
mother, in a neighboring village, about a fort-
night ago, buried alive her infant son. The wee
thing had not been well, I suppose, and cried a
good deal, and so the youngsters of the village
said they did not want it and told her to kill it.
So they made a hole and buried the wee thing
alive, not heeding its cries.

Lasi week, when speaking to a man and his
wife about their children, they quietly and un-
blushingly confessed to having buried one alive,
adding as a reason that it was a girl—‘It was a
girl you know.’

Who will dare talk of the exalted heathen
virtues after the like of this l—and that is only a
sample. And who will dare say in the face of
facts like these that it is better to let the heathen
alone? Let such people—I would not like to
write a descriptive name for them—just come
and see some of the Native Christian families
and then be silent with their lying, worldly-wise
talk.

Our immediate outlook is not bright just now,
as it is the sing-sing time. One has been run
ning its tedious length and doing vast harm
fully three months, and has at least two months
more to go. This keeps away most of our schol-
ars, still a few come; and one at least has pro-
fessedly given up heathenism. He is a nice Luy,
and we trust God will guide his feet into the
truth, the light. Pray for us.”

Mr. Smail gives an account of the great afllic-
tion that has over-taken the family of missionary
Morton, whose wife was prostrated at the unex
pected death of Mrs, Leggat in her house, and by
the knowledge that a rufian was prowling about
for the purpose of shooting her husband, and
who actually shot his man on the verandah of
the manse when her husband was from home.
The result was that Mr. Morton had to take her
to Australia. He has returned to his work and
home without her. Mr. Leggat, after placing
his little daughter with friends, has also return
ed to his parish to resume his work under de-
pressing circumstances.

These incidents are a sample of the trials and
burdens of our missionaries.”
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LETTER FROM MRS, WATT.

h'OME two years ago, Rev. Mr, Watt and Mrs.
Watt, of Tanna, visited Canade, on their
way back to the New lebrides from a short fur-
lough in Scotland, their native land., They
wished to visit the country which bLegan the
New Hebrides mission, the country of Geddie
and the martyred Gordon's, and of others who
have died in the field, as well as of three of ther
worthy fellow laburers in the group to-day. They
gave, during their brief visit, most interesting
addresses on missionary life in the South Seas
and especially in Tanna, whence Rev. John 8.
Paton was driven, some three and twenty years
ago, by the treachery and cruelty of the inhabit-
ants, and where the Watts, as niissionaries of
the New Zealand Presbyterian Church, have
labored so faithfully for the past twanty-two
years. None who heard can forget the sweet
and thrilling tones of Mrs. Watt as she sang the
Tannese hymn
‘ Yesu yerumanu
Yesu asori
Yesu yerumanu
Yesu seiaou ™
to the tune of ““ Jesusis Mine.” From a private
letter which she sent to a lady friend in Mont-
real, the following extract has been kindly given
to the RECORD :—
TANNA, New Hebrides,
March 29, 1892,
My Drar Miss Crolin:—*¢ Since our return to

T

reigneth, and He will yet bring light out of this
darkness,

This has been a very unique yecar in the history
of the mission <o many are away on furlough.
Mre. Leggatt, of Malckula, left this world in a
sad way. (The lonely isolated life, the physical
and nervoue strain wore her dow n, reason gave
way,andshe took herownlife. -Eb.) XMrs. Laurie,
worn down too, and, reason gone, i in a lunatie
asylum, and the Mortons are away, and not likely
to return  both of them wrecks of what they
were flve years ago, their nerses quite unstrung
and their health broken. Your friends, the
Mackenzies of Ifate, are quite run down and
have gone to New South Wales for rest. We
are, however, getting a new missionary, Dr.
Lamb and his wife, and perhaps brighter days
are near at hand.

We, personally, have been very well and have
been enabled to do much in every branch of our
work, and though we do not see so much fruit as
we would like, yet we labour on, believing and
hoping for the Master’s ‘ Well Done! at last.
Won’t that more than compensate for all our
weary toil and waiting 2

1 had a long, delightful letter from Miss Me-
Culloch of I'ruro. It was like a cool drink on a
hot Qay, ank brought up such pleasant recollec-
tions of Nova Scotia. WWe have very pleasant
memories of Montreal, and only grieve that our
time was so- limited at every place, though,
through your kindness, we had made the very
most in the circumstances of your magnificent

Tanna we have had every hour occupied and | city. Mr. Watt unites in warmest regards to

found it very hard to get letter writing.done. I
have a fyle of unanswered letters before me
which have been put aside from month to month.

First, we have had the erecting of the ‘ Work-
ers Memorial Church’ at Port Resolution—the
money for which we raised in Britain. The
money we got in Nova Scotia and Canada went
into the ‘Teachers Fund,’ and helped to keep it
from death one year longer.

The Church building was very heavy work.
Mr. Gray, our fellow-labourer, and Mr. Watt
being the only Luropeans; all the rest were
natives ; but it is a very nice-looking church and
is much admired by the Tannese. We hope
many will be born again within its walls.

‘We spent most of the cool season there andin
January came round here to Kwamera, our old-
est station. Here we have had a good deal to
grieve us. The chief and three of his men sti#nd
aloof from the services, and that prevents others
coming, Thcn the influenza raged for weeks
and laid every one low. Manydied. Whether
there were fewer deaths among the heathen or
not 1 cannot say, but, at all events, the cry has
been increased ‘‘The gospel kills.” In proof of
this they point to three of our most promising
girls who died in less than hine months. This
has weakened our hands very much, and no one
seems inclined take their places, But the Lord

all our Canadian friends.”

LETTER FROM MISS BLACKADDAR,
TacariGra, Trinidad, Aug. 13, 1892,

EEAR MR. Scort:—The two RECORDS are at
2~ hand, and I read therein more than a hint
for letters. Well I will at once sit down and see
what items can be found.

We have just had such a shower, or rather
downpour. Thunder rolled, little brooks have
turned into rushing torrents, and our clear St.
Mary’s River has turned muddy and wild. Logs,
trees, clothes, baskets, and goats, have taken a
sudden and rapid journey from their quiet homes;
if not fished out they go to the Caroni, then to
the sea.

One of our leading planters Mr. J. L. Eccles
was buried last week, he had the care of many
1arge estates, and thousands of people, but all is
over now.

A raport has just come in that the Chief Just-
ice Sir €. Gorrie is dead.

Owingto floods, and rain, we have a great deal
of sickness just now, the usual fevers and
diseases incident to the tropics,

Miss Archibald sperit the night with me. This

%oung lady is a splendid specimen of Nova
cotia vigor and strength. She has never missed
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a day from school for three years. If she finds
that she needs an attack of cold or fever she just
waits till the nearest holiday. .

I also saw Miss Fisher, who is very well. DMiss
Kirkpatrick I have not seen. Ihope next week
to see Mr. and Mrs. Grant. Mr. Coftin has gone
to Barbadoes for a change. Mr. Thompson
bravely holds the fort at Couva.

The Mortons are pretty well. The girls' school
is well filled and well drilled in useful knowledge,
well calculated to make them better wives and
useful christian women.

A friend asked if Miss Blackaddar was
living. I am glad to say she is and weighs
more than ever she hoped to do. If one isoutof
print and mention it does not follow that they
are dead.

Our own school work goes on, just as any
other work does, over and over again, a. b. c.

One boy, who always preferred the fields to
halls of learning was thrown from a cart, his
head was cut, eye partly forced out, and other
injuries, but I saw him yesterday running about
as lively as possible! And still more strange he
can see with his half an eye.

Our school has kept up a good average, without
any especial exertion, or expense, but it really
seems toobad that it is necessary to go out every
day and hunt them up.

The talking, begging, and trouble to get them
out, is sometimes very trying. One of our sweet-
est young lady teachers was told one day to go
to an exceedingly hot place, and not come asking
for children to go to school. Rather trying that
is it not?

We had a very nice gathering on the evening
of July 15. Mr. Warner, Mr. Laing, and Rev. A.
Thompson of Couva came up, Miss Morton sang,
and the children helped, so a very pleasant hour
or two was spent in our school-room. We also
had a collection that amounted to $10.

Educational matters do not scem to be quite
sestled here yet. But God rules and He doeth
all things well.

How Dr. and Mrs. Burns must be missed in
Halifax, they were so warm hearted and ener-
getic, so ready for every good work.

I do so enjoy reading the REcorps, and will
really try and do more for them.

Yours sincerely,

ANNIE L. M. BLACKADDAR.

There are thrée things which the true Chris-
tian desires with respect to sin: justification,
that it may not condemn ; sanctification, that it
may not reign ; and glorification that it may not
- be.—Cecil.

“The missionary work in Nagoya, Japan, is
growing morc encouraging. 1t is classed the
fourth city of Japan, and one of the strongholds
of Buddhism.”

LETTER FROM REV. MURDOCH McKENZIE.
HoNAN, JuLy—1892.

Q\?[Y DeAR MR. CroiL:—I owe you grateful
A< thanks for the regularity with which the
Ry:corn has always cmoe to us, and for the pro-
minence you have given in its columns to
Foreign and Home Missions.

You may think me somewhat ungrateful for
never having sent you a contribution for its
pages. Thereason was that I was just feeling
my way gradually along among this strange and
interesting people, but did not feel that I knew
enough about them to warrant me in writing
for the public. You will see from the letters
which have appeared this year that they were
sent to Mr. Yuile, and it never occurred to me
that they were worthy of being given to such a
large circle of readers as the RECORD introduces
them to.

We have, indeed, much to be thankful for; we
ought to take courage and go forward; two
stations have been obtained, and, so far, we have
managed to retain them. We have a fair know-
ledge of the language of the people. Large
numbers of patients have been treated already,
and more of them are coming every day.

Our street chapels are open daily and quite a
number of persons have heard the good news of
salvation. Considerable quantities of Christian
Literature have been circulated also.

A fortnight ago, we had the joy of welcoming
two converts inte the Church by Baptism, and,
afterwards, of partaking of the Lord’s Supper
with them, We trust God will make these men
His instruments in leading many others to
Christ in their native village and neighborhood.

All these things ought surely to encourage us.
As you know, there are other sides to our work.
There are four little graves already, containing
the dust of those who were very dear to some of
us. Three of our own number have had to
return to Canada. The Chinese here would be
glad if all of us had speedily to foliow them. We
have come to stay, however, and even though
some bave to return, others will take their
places. There is an Omnipotent Arm behind
the workers, and when it is stretched forth man's
power will strive in vain to counteract its pur-
poses.

It encourages our hearts to hear of every step
forward taken by the Presbyterian Church in
Canada. Though faraway, and strictly speaking,
not a Canadian, my heart is in fullest sympathy
with the woikers in your great Home Mission
field in the Dominion. Your joy is our joy-
Your work, and ours, is dear to the heart of our
risen and glorified Redeemer. Your aim is
“ Canada for Christ”; here, ours is “China for
Christ.™ : locally, “ North Honan for Christ!"

Yours faithfully
MurpocE MCKENZIE.
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LETTER FROM MISS KIRKPATRICK.
S ¥OUNANDO, Trinidad, July 16, 1892,

HAVE only been in Trinidad a short time,

yet at Mr. Grant’s request I will endeavour to
write to vyou. My personal experience in the
work is, of course, limited, yet, the fruits of
other laborers is seen, even among those who are
not as vet recognized as Christians.

To illustrate this fact, let me relate an inci-
dent which came under our notice notlong since.
Rampersad, a bright intelligent boy of twelve
years of age, but the son of a Brahmin, was
one day speaking of baptism. On being asked
why he wasnot baptized, he replied : * My father
belongs to a big or high nation and will not
allow me. I asked him once and he told me if 1
ever mentioned it again he would turn me out
of the house.”

The god of his father is Krishna. the eighth
incarnation of Vishnu the preserver. His birth-
day is supposed to be the 8th of August, and on
this day all believers in Krishna fast. The sixth
day after his birth is also sacred, and the seventh
is a day of great merry-making. The object of
his coming into the world was to destroy the
demon Kans, but as Rampersad expresses
“He was too ticked, and then ne can't dr ~qy-
thing, as he is only made of earth. Heis not my
‘god ; my God is the one in heaven.”

Thus we see that his faith in his father’s god
is destroyed, and can only hope that his father
may shortly see the uselessness of trying to force
him to worship that in which he has not beiief,
and consent to his being openly acknowledged a3
a Christian.

it is pleasing to note, howev=r, that whilst
many parents are not willing to have the child-
ren baptized, yet they are desirous of having
them attend the Mission School.

One morning a venerable looking man mighs
be seen entering the school yard with three
children. Inhispersonalappearance he present-
ed a very interesting picture. lle was arrayed
in the real Bast Ina.on dress, which consists of
the kurte or tunic, the kapra which falls mid-
way between the knee zad ankle, and a tight.
fitting embroidered cap. ~In this case every-
thing was opotlessly clean, and he, with his
snow-white hair and beard, looked so cool and
comfortable that no one could but admire the
costume, and feel o regreb that it is so often cast
aside and one mnob nearly so well adapted to the
climate adopted.

On entering the school-room he gracefully
made his salaam, and explained that his little
boys had spent the previous day in secret play.
He wished to be informed whenever they were
absent from school, as he rlwase intended them
to be there. If detained by any necessary cause
word would be sent to $hab cfiect. Hc himseif
is still @ heathen, but it is hoped that these little

children of his second family may become Chris-
tians. .

Thus v is something encouraging peeps out,
—now amone the children, now in the parents,
and at all tuese the missionary eagerly grasps,
hoping in time to see still more fruit.—Women's
Leaflet.

LETTER FROM MRS. K. J. GRANT.
SAN PERX..NDO, Trinidad, July 18, 1892.

?LEASE assurs the W. . M, Society of the

Western Division of my heartfelt gratitude
for the renewal of their annual donation.

‘We have no school specially for girls,. We do
not think our circamstances in this district call
for such. Our central school, now under the
excellent management of Miss Kirkpatrick,
draws, as it has always drawn in, the girls of the
town. She is assisted in herlarge sctiool by four
of these young women. On the outskirts of the
town is another school averaging about fifty-five,
completely in the hands of two of our young
women. On a neighbouring estate another of
our former pupils was in charge of a second till
a few weeks ago, when she was married to a
young man of this certral school, now book-
k eper on a large sugar estate.

Yet another in a remote district in the country
assisted in school work. She, too, was married
last week to one of our feachers. She speaks,
reads and writes English and Hindustani with
equal readiness.

Other girls are similarly employed, and the
fact that an Indian girl can find a place asa teach- |
er,and perform her duties to the satisfaction of the
managers of the school, does stimulate others to
press forward, and we are of opinion that this is
one of the most effective checks to child marriages.
The Tndian mother finds that there are spheres
of usefulness and honour for her daughter, and
she is not slow to appreciate the prospect, and
she keeps her at school ; and the girl, too, is en-
couraged to push forward, and at every step she,
becomes emancipated from the rigours of social
usage and better qualified to make her own
choice.

‘We do not therefore propose providing any
special agency for women, and yet special cases
of distress do arise, and very frequently too, that
call for our sympathy, attention and aid. Ab_
one time itis a feeble mother with infant in
arms requiring food and medicine; at another
time it is a woman, driven out by the man to
whom she was never married, bearing, it maybe,
marks of ill-treatment on her person, without
clothing food or shelter; and yet again a girl

cmerging into womanhood who has fled from a
home which shewasZorced to enter and abide for
atime under parentaiavthority. Icannotwellde-
seribe the scores of pheses under which the mis-
sionary’s wife is oDliged to aid, and yet every
item disbursed tells directly for gcod on the
work.—2onthly Letter Leaflct.
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LETTER FROM REV. DONALD
McGILLIVRAY.

CHU WANG, HONAN, Marcn 18, 1889,

@QEAR BroTHER :—Goforth and I rode in here

last night about half-past eight o’clock,
having come through from Xsun Hsien fair in
one day, a distance of 130 li. Of course we were
very tired as we had come on donkeys, a rather
trying method of locomotion for long distances.
Well, we had glorious times at the fair. We
were there about ten days. But I must first
give you some account of our trip to Chang e fu,
before the fair. I have been away 24 days from
here, and have had no opportunity of writing
you at length.

On Saturday, Feb, 6th, Goforth and I started
walking. Our things were on a barrow. G. is
a natural walker and much prefers that way of
going. I thought I would try it also. The
cheapness of the plan is a great advantage. I
walked with Goforth a total of sixty English
miles, ending with Chang fu. The weather
of course is winter, cold, and therefore no heat
to interfere with the wisdom of walking. Pre-
seutly it would be unwise, owing to fears of
prostration and sun-stroke.

A curious custom among the Chinese prevented
our starting as early as we wished. For a few
days after their New Year they will give no
accommodation. Every one closes his shop, and
the inn-keepers, while they may not shut the
door against you, will not undertake to give you
anyching. This state of things continues for
fifteen days after the first of the Chinese year.
Asit was we started rather early for comfort,
for we came to inns where we had frequently to

. buy our own fuel, make a little stove out of a

few bricks, and heat water for our meals. Go-
forth had a supply of foreign eatables in tins, so
we did not suffer hunger.

On this trip I had made preparations for past-
ing tracts. I got o tin for paste and a brash.
‘We pasted up « considerable number of tracts in
different places. No doubt our enemies will
soon tear them down but some will read them
before this fate overtakes them. Everywhere
we preached on the street during the day, and
afterwards talked with anyone who might visit
us at the inn. A

The second day out some stow fell, but it did
not interfere with the work, for snow here,
unless very heavy, quickly melts into the thirsty
carth.

At Hin Lung, our first halting place, there are
a number of people who have shown an interest
in the gospel, but T fear their main object is to
get gain out of us by selling us property. As if
we were land speculators! Goforth said that
the ¢onduct of the people was much improved
since he was last here, although I witnessed
here my first instance of tract tearing before our

face. Two young fellows were very saucy and
tried to interrupt our preaching, but were ‘“sat

upon ” so heavily that they took this method of
revenge.

I forgot to say vhat on this entire wWe 2.
no Chinese helpers. The two we formerly had
are evidently not coming back this year, in which
case foreigners will have to do the best they can.

During the trip we read Acts aloud, and our
daily experiences gave new freshness and force
to the familiar narrative. By the time we left
Hsun Hsien we had read through.

As we travelled along we noticed a great many
pits in the earth. These are used by men who:
live by gambling ; gambling hells or dives, they
might be most appropriately called. We passed
a brick-kiln, of course deserted, but carefully
bricked up to prevent beggars making their
bome in it, and the house near by usually occu-
pied by workmen was also roofless. The roof
had been carried away as a precautionary
measure lest thieves should steal = for firewood.
during this cold weather.

At Lin Chang Hsien, 90 i from Chu Wang, we
happened on good times. A theatre to the God
of fire was being given, and posting ourselves
near by we were formidable attractions. The
people listened with great earnestness. We
spent a day and a half preaching in this city.
We told them the God of fire cannot save from
the fire of hell.

One old man hearing me speak of heaven and
hell, told the crowd how the Emperor keeps so
many Buddhist priests, in order to brealk open
the gate of hell and let his mother out ! Horrible
belief!! Allgo to hell to suffer for longer ar
shorter periods; are transmigrated, and begin
over again in some new body. Such is the com
mon belief we meet with everywhere in our
travels.

In the evening a young man caned on us.
He had been to Shansi and knew the title which
is given to foreiguers by church members in
China. This name is like our *“ pastor” and i<
not known to outsiders. He wanted ajob. The
only thing interesting about the lad was that he
was born in Chang sha, capital of Hunan, a
province to the North of us, a city ascertained
by Griffith John of Hankow to be the fountain
of all the blasphemous literature which stirred
up the riots last year.

We crossed the Chang River twice. This is
the muddiest river I ever saw. No attempt ha<
been made to dyke it, hence it flows freely about
at high water, and although sometimes too free,
is generally regarded cery much as the Nile was
by the Egyptians. This is very far from the
view usually taken of other rivers, which are
feared and hence dyked high to keep them with
in bounds. Very rude bridges span the river.
Stalks of millet are covered with earth, all of

which rests on a few stakes. During winter
this suffices for the water is low ; but high water
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necessitates the removal of the bridge and the
use of aierry.

It appears that the monkey is prayed to for
rain in Honan, We saw several temples where
the monkey was an auxiliary figure. On this
curious custom, Smith of Pang Chuang remarks,
“In the famous Chinese novel, ¢ Travels to the
West,' one of the principal characters was origi-
nally 2 monkey hatched from a stone, and by
slow degrees of evolution developed into a man.
In some places this imaginary being is worship-
ped as a rain God. Noinstance could put into a
clearer light than this, the total lack in China of
any dividing line between the real and the ficti-
tious. To & western mind, causes and effects
are correlatives. What may e the intuitions of
cause and eftect in the mind of a Chinese who

A native circus troupe, male and female, was
stopping at the same inn. I have never seen
these before. They had a considerable number
of horses. They were waiting here until the
date of o temple (church !) opening, when their
performances on horseback and the pole would
he the main attraction. They are o little in
advance of our modern church bazaars, &c.

Next day we went into the city and preached
botir morning and afternoon. 'We had attentive
azudiences everywhere during our two days stay.
Svery visit co this city makes us more anxious
to advance to it as a permanent station, but our
plan is vo visit frequently and never stay long
until we feel strong enough to rent o place in it.

If firmly established at Chu Wang and Hsin

Chen, wo-can then venture on a large step for-

prays to a non existent monkey to induce 2 fall { ward. Where the people in the great city get
of rain, we are not able to conjecture.” i used to our coming and going they will soon lose
In the region north of Chang Te, we heard of their fears of us. Beginning to comprehend that
patients who had been to the China Island Mis- | our designs are for their good they will rent or
sion opium refuge at the fu, but who. having | sell. No doubt the Lord has surprises in store
been cured had gone back to the habit, which is, | for us, surprises of grace.
alas, too frequently the case. On the street we saw a man cured of hair lip
By the road side we saw a little mound in the | by Dr. Lin, native student of Dr. McKenzie, now
side of which was 2 hole, adorned with a redyin charge of the hospital. This man once ran
cloth, indicating the seat of some spirit, the fox | for viceroy, and his successful operation shows
fairy very commonly worshipped here. The | that a few natives are now competent to prac-
peopi¢ near by fully believed in it. Prayer to it ; tice foreign medicine.
would be answered. “Isit cflicacious?” “Why| The magistrate had ouv a proclamation ap:
woul@ anyvone have hung up that red cloth if it { pointing three days prayer for snow and forbid-
were not,” was the reply. ding also the slaughter of animals. This is the
I Hsun Hsien city a few years ago, some [jugglery of China. The Gods will be appeased
children were playing in the dirt and scraped | by a three days cessation of taking life, such
outa hole. Soon after a passer by observing it, | taking of life according to their theory being

concluded it was the home of a spirit, and com-
municating his views to others, induced them to
array this hole with red cloth, and now all
believe in it. Probably the above fox hole bad a
similar origin. TForeign children, indulging
their propensity for digging and burrowing
might thus give birth to many spirits.

Before reaching Chang Te, we ascend a gravelly
ndge of considerable height, on the top of which
thepriests of the inevitable mountain temple run
2 food shop for travellers.

always wrong, according to the religious canons.
Some twelve days after this a little snow had
fallen but the wheat is suffering greatly from
want of moisture, which in winter here is snow,
and unless snow or rain comes the wheat can-
not possibly be good.

In the evening, rockets in considerable abund-
ance were sent up and I went into the city to
see the hustle. The drum tower in tLe centre of
the city, standing almost over the cross roads,
was lighted up and I followed the crowd up into

We are soon in sight of Chang Te but. we must | j5  Only the street running North and South
first cross the An Zang river, and sure cnough it | showed any light. On all sides we looked down
is the snne old spot where Dr. McClure and I on the roofs of the city. black, silent. Ail the
moored our boat when I visited Chang Te for | stir seemed confined to those streets running
the tirst sime two years ago! What a flood of | North and South through the heart of the city.
recollections arose in our minds ! The people in | The shops still had their shutters up.
the village scemed to recoguize me. We went | Thecircus people fired off a great quantity of
in to the same old inn that we occupied that | crackers and rockets on their own account in the
memorable twelve days. The landlord has | inn yard. They had also constructed a tempor-
changed and so has the interior of the inn. Some | ary shrine of mats which was placed facing the
rooms have been rebuilt, and on the whole it is | court-yard. This shrine is meant for the wor-
much more commodious than it used to be. ship of heaven and earth, which is conducted at

Uwing to the high wind and dust we did not | least once a year at the New Year.
goatonce in the street to preach. Inthe eveuing{ Many natives say this is the same as worship-
we weny to call at the C. I. M. refuge not far | ping God, thz;{, heoévcn is Godl.) ‘Th(}% ?,et?l?t,t"o

cav i have some notion of a supreme being, but that is
i‘ﬁ‘eﬁ‘hag’ﬁgg %’c‘gn%%ﬁ“mm aad for months | }so hazy, that, use any tcx?m you cho%’se for God,
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and you must add infinite explanation if you
would convey your idea to these crass minds.

In front of one of the temples was a scller of
medicines, who dxsplayed a tiger's skin, bones,
teeth ; skulls of various animals, &c, all of which
his medicines contained ? All this according to
the orthodox Chinese belief. A teacher told me
that he had once in his life seen a tiger's body.
Guess where ? In a drug store in Pekin.

On Sabbath, February 14th, we were wakened
from sleep about 3 a.m, by tremendous can-
nonading of fire crackers, etc. 'We discovered
that the people were going south to meet the god
of joy and eacort him bacic,

THat day we preachrd in front of certain gods
of hell, to whom the peoplo believe they go after
death. We told them that even these objects of
terror were gods of mud, and also pointed out
that joy was the gift of the true God and not of
any fiction of their own brain.

Two foreigners together, on the apostolic plan,
are a great comfort and we had much joyful in-
tercourse in these trips. Not only so, we could
preach with more of freedom and heart.

Goforth’s barrowman must return toattend the
funeral of his brother, so he (Goforth) had toleave
Chang Te for home, while I hiring another bar-
row, strike off in the direction of Hsiin Hsien,in-
tending to be there early. This is the greatest
fair of the year and of the region and Goforth
would join me & few days later. I was very foot
sore and the barrow man pushed me as well z2s
my baggage (this is a common cheap mode of
travelling in China), but as I was considerably
heavier than my baggage, my side of the barrow
was too heavy and the conveyance was thrown
off its balance. So the manselected several large
stones, and adding these to the opposite side, we
managed to move along at a fair rate.

We'pursued a zigzag route inorderto visit im-
portant places and in three days reached Hsiin
Hsien. This city is properly in the south field,
not in our jurisdiction, but theimportance of the
fair will lead us concentrate onit from both ends
of the field. This year foreign dress kept awsy
and native dress essayed the first trial with com-
plete success.

Pilgrims come from a distance of 300 li to these
mountains to offer incense to the grandam of
Tai Shan, the sacred mountain in Shantung.
Her great power is supposed to be the gift of
children, the supreme longing of every China-
man in order that he may have some one to sacri-
fice at his grave, and appease his hungry manes.

The temples are our wealth. Some of them
cut into the solid rock. There are temples to
other gods also who share in the worship of the
season. Common fairs are one day or two days
in length, but this one is fiftcen.

Imagine our opportunities for preaching. We
spent cleven days there morning and afternoon,

and had nocrowdin hﬁlosxt.xon ‘Weselected
a.8pot at the base o the past which the wor-

shippers must pass on their way to and from the
temple, hired the ground so that no others could
occupy it, rented two tables, one for continuous
preaching and one for selling books. In this
way we were never interrupted in our preaching
by persons asking the price of books, &c. This
we found te be an admirable plan.

Our helpers from Shantung had net come, but
old Mr. Chou, whom Dr. Smith cured of blind-
ness, was a tower of strength. He lives 3 li
away, and was there every day preaching with
tremendous energy and zeal. You may imagine
the effect of his testimony. Known to all as
once & yamen runner, then blind for six years,
then a Christian boldly testifying to the truth
against the tens of thowsands who came believ-
ing in the divinity of the goddess. His testi-
mony was more effective than the words of help-
ers from afar.

Sabbath before we came away we all went to
his house, and had worship, three of the family
engaging in prayer. If youhave read theletters
you have seen the name of this family before.
They are, I believe, the first fruits unto Christ
in Honan. We are keeping them on probation,
but they will soon be baptized. Oze of them
was 80 hot-headed that he went into the village
temple at night and carried off the principal god
and dumped it into the well. When discovered
his godship bad sunken into his original mud,
nothing being left but the wooden frame upon
which his flesh was built.

The old man during & warm harangue told «
little boy to mark his words, saying that if he
lived fifty years longer he would see his prophecy
true, that in fifty years more none would be
worshipping the present mud Goddess !

The priests did not venture to debate with us
although there were so many of them near by,
nor did any one else. There seemed a general
consent given to our words, a consent which
was, apparently sincere at the time whatever
may be the effect on their future actions. The
absence of opposition was remarkable, especiaily
as we were fearless in our denunciations of
idolatry every day.

On the hill top is a large hall dedicated to
Buddha. This would be a fine room to hold a
meeting of our Chinese General Asserably. Oh
that I might be spared to see the day.

Yours lovingly,
Doxarp.

¢ As thy soul prospereth.” Is that the measure
of my worldly growth?¢ Iti- theonly sound one.
It is only when the inner one, the life of devo
tion, the life of assimilation to Jesus Christ, the
life of conscious communion with him, the lifr of
submission to, as well as the understanding cf,
his will ; it is only when he sets the pace, so to
speak, and the outward life keeps step with that,
that the progress of either is wholesome.—4lex-
ander McLaren, D.D,
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LETTER FROM MRS. NICHOL.

HOUGH a few months old, this letter, re-
printed from the Leafiet, will have a melan-
choly interest, in view of Mrs. Nichol's death
which has since taken place. It is her last pub-
lished letter.—ED.
Mi1sTAWASIS RESERVE, N.W.T.,
January 30, 1892.

After the distribution of the clothing we
visited a number of the homes and found the
women busy ab knitting and sewing. This was
an agreeable change ; on our previous visits we
had observed them idly smoking. The girls are
learning tosew fast. One result of this interest
manifested by the girls in sewing and knitting is
an increased interest by their mothers in the
work of their homes.

All attending the sewing class attend the Sab-
bath school where it is our aim to teachnotalone
cleanliness of body but cleanliness of beart. Our
friends in the East will be surprised tolearn that
we have but one class. In this our scholars
range from three vearsold to forty. The mar-
ried women who attend take as great delight in
receiving their tickets and papers as do the
younger children. The majority of the scholars
give great attention while being taught,and a
number of them are receiving prizes for learning
the first five commandments.

A few months ago our mission was the happy
recipient of a fine bell, the gift of Messrs. J. D.
Anderson and Robert Kilgour, of St. James
Square Church, Toronto. It is rung for day
school and Sabbath services, and has been the
means of bringing about greater punctuality in
thosg who desired to be on time but could not,
owing to their dependence on the sun for their
time-piece.

Our old ehief had always desired to see a bell
on this Reserve, and Mr. Nichol asked him if he
would like %o be the first to ring it, which ke
gladly consented to do. When it was erected
we sent for the chief, and before ringing it he
offered up thanks to God for all His goodness.

Our chief is growing very feeble, and we enjoy
calling to see him, for he always has many kind
things to say about the ladies in the East. If
we could understand the Cree language better,
he could relate many interesting things in con-
nection with his own life.

Mr. McVicar, successor to Miss C. B. McKay,
is conducting a Bible class eaeh Sabbath in this
church for young men. Thereis great reason for
encouragement in the attendance at the church
services, Although the population of this Re,
serve is but one hundred and sixty, it is no un.
common thing to sce one hundred in attendance.
Besides these, some attend from the adjoining
Reserves, coming a distance of from ten to
cighteen miles.

On the first Sabbath of November was cele-
brated the first communion for two years, and

seventeen new members were received, thres on
certificate and fourteen on profession, which
with the thirty-three on the roll before makes the
present membership fifty. Of the addition three
were councillors of the tribe. We have much
cause to thank our Heavenly Father for the
measure of success He has already given us, and
for the good health in which He has kept us.
Pray that we may be owned and blessed by the
Master, and that our work may be to His glory.

LETTER FROM MARGARET O'HARA, M.D.
INDORE, June 28, 1892.

jT is just six months to-day since we arrived

in Bombay, and since then Miss McWilliams
and I have reason to be thankful to God for His
tender mercies and loving-kindness; for,although
the season has been very hot, we have been well,

It was very sad to see Miss Harris leaving
almost as soon as we arrived, how much sadder
for her parents to receive the news of her death
ere the journey was accomplished ; but how ex-
ceedingly blessed for her who has gone to be
with Jesus. Our love and sympathy go out to
the farnily, aud our prayers ascend to our Father
that He will comfort and sustaia the lonely ones.

During the hot season, Dr. Oliver, Miss Mec-
Williams and I were the representatives in
Indore. Mr. Wilkie returned two weeks ago,
looking much better for the holiday ; and college,
school and mission work in general bespeak his
presence. Intwo days more we hope to welcome
the remainder of the party.

The number of patients is increasing, both
those who come for daily treatment and those
who remain in the hospital. Although it is only
6.30 a.m., from the verandah I see several women
coming, carrying their babies in their own
fashion. The baby sits-on the mother’s side, its
little legs clasping her body, and the mother’s
arm surrounding it. Many of the womenmay be
seen carrying their babies and at the same time
bearing a waterpot on her head. Itis a strange
sight to one not accustomed toit, to see the large

company of women and children who daily
crowd into our waiting room. There is no fur-
niture, except two boxes,which contain bedding,
and a couple of benches on which we sit during
the devotional exercises each morning. The
floor of the room is stone, and on this the women
#it, either  tailor fashion ” or on their heels, the
listle babies sitting between the mother’s legs,
Some of them are bright little things, but many
of them are so stupid and emaciated from the
use of opium that their eyes when open, have a
dull heavy look,and their little heads fall forward
or backward, as the case may be.

During; the singing, prayer and exposition of
the truth some of the women show very little
interest ; but how different when dispensing
begins. Each tries to get first, and there is no
small amount of loud talk in the matter. How
our hearts long to see the day when they will be
as anxious to crowd arounc the Great Physician,
and receive through Him the forgiveness of their
sins.—Monthly Leaflet. .
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Church Hotes -and- Hotices, ‘

CaLLs.

To Mr. A. R, Linton from Malton, Dixie, and
Port Credit.

To Mr. J. A, McLean, of New Richmond, N.B,,
from Carberry, Man. Accepted.

To Mr. R. Henderson from Manchester and
Smith’s Ealls.

To Mr. George Sutherland, of Finﬁal. from the
Gaelic congregation of Burns Church, Mosa

To Mr. Hamilton from Stonewall, Man.

To Mr. John McLeod, of Richmond, Que., from
Vankleek Hill, Ont. Accepted. .

InpucTIONS.

Mr. John Young into St. Enoch's, Toronto,
August 30.

Mr. A. R. Linton, into Malton, Dixie, and Port
Credit, August 16.

Mr. Donald McVicar, ordained and inducted
into Amos Church, Egremont, July 26.

- Mr. F. C. Simpson, into St. John’s, Bridge-
water, N.S., August 2. :

Mr. James Rosborough, into Musquodoboit
Harbor, N.S., August 9.  This_is a unique case,
honorable to both Minister and people.  He was
their minister from 1873 to 1883. Then for eight
years belabored in twoother charges—Shelburne
and Tabusintac. Now he has been recalled and
hag accepted.

Mr. J. A, Bloodsworth into Millbrook, Aug-
ust 23,

Mr. D. Y. Ross into Cannington, August 10.

Mr. Wm. Neilly, ordained and inducted into
Sunderland and Vroomanton, August 11,

Dr. Burrows at Hamilton, Berrmuda.

Mr. Samuel Polan ordained by the Presbytery

of Winnipeg and indudted as missionary at|p

Greenwood group of stations.

RESIGNATIONS.

toMr. D. C. Johnson, of Knox Church, Beaver-
n.

Mr. H. F. Ross, of Morris.

Mr. Sim  McDonald, missionary, of Kenne-
bec Road, Que.

Mr. A. McLeod, of Winslow, and owing to
contitnued ill health makes application for leave
to retire.

Mr. C. A. Tanner, of Levis, having accepted
the Principalship of St. Francis College, Rich-
mond.

Mr. James Ross having been appointed by the
General Assembly to a professorial chair in the
Presbyterian College, Montreal, the pastoral tie
between Mr. Ross and Knox Church, Perth, was
dissolved, totake effect after Septémber 11.

NI\%-. W. C. Calder, of Bocabec and Waweig,

Mr T. H. Murray, of Little River, N.S.

PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.

Algoms, Sault Ste. Marie, Oct. 5, 7.30 p.m.
Hamilton, Knox, Ham., 3rd Tues. Nov., bi-mon.
Kamloops, Donald, Dec. 13th, 7 p.m.

Lanark & Ren., Renfrew, Nov. 22, 10.30 p.m.
Lindsay, Uxbridge, Nov. 29, 11 a. a,

Montreal, Pres. College, Oct. 5, at 230 p.m.
Paris, Paris, Oct. 11.

Pictou, New Glasgow, Nov, 1, 9.30 a.m.,
‘Whitby, Port Perry, Oct. 18, 11 a.m.
‘Winnipeg, Winnipeg, Knox, Nov. 17.

Fiterary Hotices,

Jenness Miller Illustrated Bonthly : for Sep-
tember, The words and music of a cnarming
song ‘‘ The Lullaby sung me by mother” forms a
R}-ominent feature. Articles by Mrs. Jenness

iller and many others, on a' wide range of sub-
jects make a well filled number., Price $1.00 a
year, 10 cents a copy, of all news agents.

The New Testament and its writers, by Rev.
J. A. McClymont, B. D., of Aberdeen, is one of
a series of Guild and Bible Class text books,
edited by Dr. Charteris and Mr, McClymont, It
gives in compact and condensed yet in very clear
and popular form, a large amount of knowledge
regarding the new testament and its writers.
The other beoks of the series alrecady issued are,
“The Ghurch of Scotland” by Dr. Muir of
Tdinburgh : “ Handbook of Christian Evidences”
by Prof. Stewart of Aberdeen ;—* Life and Con-
duct” by Dr. Lees of Edinburgh, with others to
follow. The books of this series are very cheaﬁ,
being published at sizpence by A. C. Black,
Edinburgh.

LITTLE THINGS.

Little words are the sweetest; little charities
fly farthest and stay longest on the wing ; little
Iakes are the stillest ; little hearts are the full-
est, and little farms are the best tilled, Little
books are the most read, and little songs are the
dearest loved. And wwhen nature would malee
anything especially rare and beautiful, she
makes it little—little pearls, little diamonds,
little dews. Agar’s is a model prayer; but then
it is a little one, and the burden of the petition
is but for little. The Sermon on the Mount is
little, but the last dedication discourse was an
hour. Life is made up of littles ; death is what
remains of them all. Day is made up of little
eams, and night is glorious with little stars.—
The Baptist,

THE NEW THEOLOGY.

The Holy Scriptures.—A useful book to be
read discriminatingly ; an authority when it ac-
cords with our reason; to be believed when it
pleases us.

Man.—A creature whose antecedents are
somewhat doubfful; who perbaps descended
from Adam, perhaps nof. :

Depravity.—Something in man to be gotrid of,
but nothing serious.

Atonement.—A moral ides of sentiment that
gives us the-highest possible ides of self-sacrifice
and self-sacrificing love, and makes us think less
horridly of God than we otherwise would.

The Future Life.—A state after death in
which every fellow can have another chance.

Conscience without sense of ill desert.

Morality without law.

Government without sanctions.

Inspiration without authority.

Revelation without certainty.

Atonement without expiation.

“ Sic transit ¢ offensa crucis’ et gloria Christi.”
—Congregationalist.

“1t is my deep conviction, and I say it again
and again, that if the Church of Christ were
what she ought to be, twenty years would uot
pass away till the story of the cross would he
uttered in the ears of every living man.”—Dyin
words of the missionary veteran Dr. S. C. Ca

un.
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®ther Glurches mul their dPork,

A witness at Rouen, refusing to swear by the
name of God and avowing his infidelity, was
tined $100 for contempt of court.

It is said that nine thousand homeless young
men lodge nightly in New York along Chatham
street and the Bowery, between City Hall and
Cooper Union.

The revision of the Luther Bible is by no
wmeans exciting the interest of the Germans that
the revision of the King James edition did in
England and America. Of the 26,000 copies pub-
lished by the Castein Bible Society of Halle, only
about one-half have been sold.

It is proposed to disendow twenty-four Roman
Catholic dloceses in France, as the present occu-
pants of the sees dic off; also to suppress the
Salaries of vicars-general, as they are not ‘‘min-
isters of worship.” By degrees the Catholics in
:Igrz;gxqo wiil become a voluntary community as in

ritain.

The New Zealand census shows 1,197 churches
and chapels, and 400 other buildings used for
worship, with sittings for 278,000 or about one-
half of the population. ‘The number attending
services is 197,000, of whom 40,785 are Presby-

terians, 37,252 \I)%piscopalians, 30,525 Roman |
Catholics, 27,106 esleyans, and 14,442 belong to
the Salvation Army.

The Southern Presbyterians, at their last Gen-
eral Assembly, instructed the Executive Com-
mittee to present to every child (including all
under sixteen years of age) who should recite
%erfectly the Shorter Catechisin, either a pocket

ible or ¢ Kerr's History .of Presbyterianism in
all Ages,” as the applicant may elect. It was
also decided to give a cogy of the New Testa-
ment or “Kerr's Presbyterianism for the
People,” to any child that can recite the Intro-
duction to thelShorter Catechism.

The religious Census of India yields figures en-
couraging to:Christian missionary effort. In an
article on-the subject, Rev. John Morrison, of
Calcutta, shows that whereas Hindus and Mo-
hammedans still form the great bullc of the
Feqple, Christianity is distinctly one of the re-
igions of India; that out of Burmah it ranks
third in respect to numbers, outnumbering the
Sikhs and Buddhists. Including Burmah, how-
ever, the Buddhists take the ﬁx;ecedence and the
Christians rank fourth, the Hindus numbering
207,000,000; the Mohammedans, 57,000,000; the
Buddhists, 8,500,000; the Christians, 2,250,000,
and the Sikhs nearly 2,000,000

According to the recent census of the religions
of Australia, the Church of England has by far
the most numerous following in the population;
the Roman Catholics come second, the Presby-
terians third, and the Wesleyan Methodists
fourth. Of the Episcopalians there are 503,03 ;
Roman_Catholics, 286,917; Presbyterians, 109,
383; Wesleyan Methodists, 8§7,489. There are
othe}- Methodists to the number of 22,589, with
24,113 Congregationalists and 13,113 Baptists.
The greatest glz)am exhibited by any denomina-
tion is shown by the Church of England, which
has increased from 342,350 to 503,054, Among
the returns are 346 agnostics, infidels, sceptics,
socialists and free-thinkers.

About one-fourth of the people of Africa are
Mohammedans and nearly three-fourths are
bagans, There are about 3,500,000 Christians, of
whom nearly one-half are Copts and Abyssinians,
and the remainder Roman Catholics and Pro-
testants in about equal proportion. The Roman
Catholics include the French in Algeria and the

Portuguese in Angola and Mozambique. The-
Protestants include the English and Dutch of
the South African colonies. The peoplein the
countries bordering on the Mediterranean Sea.
and in the countries immediately south of these
are Mohammedan, while the pagans comprise
the great masses of the Negro, Kaffir, Hottentot
and Zulu races in Central and South Africa.

o e}

RELIGIOUS PROGRESS IN ITALY.

©on
;-EHE annual summing up of evangelical work

in Italy shows an” encouraging result for-
1891, It is all the more creditable when we.
think of the financial stress which afflicts the
people, and the systematic opposition which is
put in mofion against the work. As yet it can-
not be said that the great body of the people has
been reached by evangelizing agencies—the ef-
forts brought to bear are as yet too much from
without and do not spring from native co-opera-
tion. But nevertheless it is true that native
agencies are bein% successfully and permanently
established, and that the great work of Italian
evangelization, planted in the very home of its
immemorial enemy, is being established on a.
sure foundation.

In the last Missionary Review there are some
very satisfactory evidences of what is goingon in
that great country in the building up of a purer
religion. Althongh the figures are small in com-
parison with the forces against which evan-
gelism is contending, they yet signify success at
the most critical and diflicult time, and on that
account.are.exempl from the tests of merely nu-
merical strength.,

Apart from the Reformed Catholic Church and
the Free Churches, whose membership is small
and is not included in the present estimate, the
whole work of the Evangelical Church in Italy
may be included in three divisions—the Italian
Presbyterian, the Methodist, and Baptist Union
of Churches. Each of these bodies contains sub-
divisions which work in harmony.

The additions in membership during the past
vear are thus given : The Presbyterian churches,
734; the Methodist churches, 449; the_Baptist
churches, 143—total, 1,326. Besides -this, the
large number of catechumens, amountirg io
about 2,000, gives great promise of increased
membership in the next year. The Sunday
schools include 6,000 children in their average
attendance. The international system of Sun-
day-school lessons is now used in Rome itself.

owerful disseminating agencies of truth aid
the Churches. The British and Foreign Bible
Society, the National Bible Society of Scotland,
and the Floirence Publication Society arc doing &
great work in the distribution of the Bible and
other religious literature. Between 12,000 to
13,000 more copics of the Seriptures have been
sold in 1891 than in the r-etvious year. Actual
sales in Italy duringthe past year numbered
153,770.

Another great advantage gained is that the
Italian Scriptures are now issuing from the
Claudian Press in Florence. Last year there were
issued from it of book and tracts, 112,300 ; its
favorite almanac, 35,000; periodicals. 117,080 =
Scrilpmres, 296,000.

All these figures, gratifying as they are, do not
take notice of a large amount of private eflort
and seed-planting of evangelical truth. The
grand fact, however, is that the various Churches
engaged in this cause are moving together
in the emulation of well-doing, helping one an-
other in brotherly co-operation. Every thing
points to a permanent, saving and increasing
work.—Sel.
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The Samily CGirele

JUSTICE WITH CHILDREN. '

go much has been said about the manage-
ment of children that mothers begin to
weary of it all, and yet of children I wish to

speak. Would that my voice could reach every
woman’s heart, whether mother, sister, or
teacher.

First, I wish to lead you back to your own '
childhood. Did you ever begin to dosome odd -
job that you had not been told to do, but that

ou supposed yourself fully capable of perform-
ing, expecting to be thanked for kindly helping,
only to find that you had done the worst piece of -
mischief that you possibly could, and, more than '
all, were told that you had done it out of pure
mischievousness? If you never had such an
experience, it must have been because servants '
were so plenty that nothing was left to do, or
thatiyou were too.indolent to exert yourself.

A friend that I was visiting,hnd a bright Loy
of six years, with a loving disposition, always
willing to help everyone, but_apparently the
most mischievous of children. His mother was '
in despair. She confided ber trouble to me, and !
I resolved to watch him, and see if I could not'
find out the reason he had won such a name as'
“Little Mischief.”

The next morning at the table my friend !
remarked that the weather was so beautiful !
that she must remove her plants from the sunny !
window they occupied to the veranda; but she
added, “I do dread to do it, it is so tedious, and
it tires me so.” I noticed how the little eyes
sparkled, and knew, as well as if he had told me,
that the little fellow had heard what she said,
gnd would try to do the much dreaded job for

er.

Not long after she ran over to Mrs. A's, and
no sooner did the gate shut than Harry was
active. The flower'stand was already in the
accustomed place, waiting for the plants. One
by one, carefully, he lifted the heavy (*)ots, and,
without breaking a leaf, transferred them to
their summer quarters. Sometimes he paused
to rest, then went to work again. His face was
a picture of happiness. e was helping his
mamma. I watched, and wondered if this
Z\gould also be laid to his mischievous propensi-

ies.

My friend was gone rather longer than she
expected, for, as she told me afterwards, DMrs.
A. had a love of a bonnet that she must see, as
well as several costly additions to her parlour
furniture. Ah! there lay the secret of her dis-
contented looks, for she had told me that owing
to several losses she would not be able toexpend
much money on her summer outfit. As she
came in the gate, her face passed through all the
phrasges of surprise, dismay, aund finally anger.

“Harry, come here this instant! What have
you been doing? How dare you touch my

lants?’ Stinging blows fell on _the hands that

ad toiled so thanklessly. ‘‘You are always
into some mischief !” she exclaimed. I watched
the child; he was heartbroken. His bosom
heaved and his sobs were pitiful. “ Go to your
r%om,dand stay the rest of the morning.” He
obeyed.

“There ! she cried, * what did I tell you?
How can I manage such a boy?’ “By simply
understanding him,” I replied. ¢ What do you
mean?" “This; your little boy wanted to help

ou; I read it in his face. His motives were the

est. You said it tired you so, and he gener-
ousiy did the disagreeable task for you.” “But

if he had dropped one?” *He did not; and if he

had, a broken plant is better than a broken
heart. I tell you candidly, if you do not act dif-
ferently with that boy, he is ruined.”

They were harsh words, but T knew the
mother’s heart would in time forgive them.
“ What can I do?" ‘Put yourself in %is place.
Find out his motive, if you can, and, believe me,
ten times out of twelve, what passes for mis-

chief 1s only is only a wish to lighten your
burdens—a. desire of the loving heart to help
you.

She went with me to the veranda. We re-ar-

ranged the plants, and I called her attention to
the heavy pots, and then to the little aching
arms and back, and, after she had acknowledged
she was glad they were moved, I begged her to
tell her little boy the same.

“ What ! acknowledge that I did wrong to
punish him? I would lose all control over him
if I did that.” “Try this.time anu see,” I urged.
And she did. When she entered Harry’s room
he sat ina chair bff the window, quietly watch
ing the floating clouds. Still smarting from a
senge of injustice, he did not loock round or
smile.

‘“ Harry, come here.” He obeyed. ‘‘ Why dia
you move the plants? Tell me the exact truth.”
He looked up to her face, and, reading encour
agement there, he simply said: ‘‘ Because you
said it tired You so. lam most a man now. I
can help you lots. I did not break one—notone,
mamma ;and they were heavy. Areyouglad now
I did it, mamma? “ Yes, yes, Harry ; ana I was
cross and hurt your hand. I am sorry.” * Oh,
it does not hurt any more now. Next time, I'il
wait till you tell me.”

They came back together; and I saw by the
looks of my friend that she had learned a lesson
not soon to be forgotten. That was six years
ago. They called while passing through our
town this winter, and a more gentlemanly, heip
ful boy, would be hard to find. She said: =T
have you to thank. From the day of the mucn
needed lesson, I watched, and looked into the
motives of my child, and always found that the
so-called mischief arose from & desire to be use
ful. I soon got acquainted with my boy, ana
had no more trouble with him. He 13 now my
greatest comfort.”

Mothers, fathers, all that have charge of
precious souls, beware how you misconstrue
their motives! Though they may perhaps seem
to do things out of pure mischief, be sure it is
80 before you can punish them, lest they cease to
care, and as they have the name, only wish to
make it fact. Oh, the men and women that
have gone to destruction from having their
motives mistaken, their action misconstruced !
Be sure none of these sins are laid to vour
charge.—The Housekeever.

The power of Christian song was singularly
jllustrated in India, not long since, on an orcca-
sion when a wealthy Hindu gentleman gave a
great feast in honor of their God Krishna. As
usual on such occasions dancing girls were
employed to give ¢claf to the entertainment.
The presence and songs of these dancers are such
as would not be tolerated in a Christian assembly.
Yet to theastonishment of the gentlemen present
when these girls were asked to sing they sang
¢“What a Friend we have in Jesus ! and ¢ Come
to Jesus.” These hymns had been taught them
by a missionary lady, and as a result of this
stmn%e occurrence the giver of the feast subse-
quently sent his two daughters to be taught
hymns like these. In this waﬁ entrance was
gained into the house of a wealthy family,
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OUR SABBATHS.

UNDAY observance is a matter thateach one
must settle for himself, said our friend

with an air of indifference. He had frequently |

boasted of his liberal views upon this subject.
Many a time he bad indulged in words of quiet
humor, to show the contempt for that which he
was pleased to denominate *‘ the Puritanic
strictness of Sabbatarians.”

This remark of his was made on the Lord’s
day ; and, satchel in hand, he was hastening to
the depot, having a business engagement in al
distant part of the country. Our friend was a'!
member of the church. He was leaving behind |
all sacred duties of the family circle ; before him
were hours of monotonous Sunday travel; con-
versation foreign to the spirit of the holy day;
reading that chiefly related to stocks and marts
of trade. .

In all this was he not altogether in harmony |
with his avowed principles? The Sabbath, in his ;
view, was destitute of sacred meaning above |
other days of the week. He was a ‘‘liberal”
Christian—tolerant of others’ opinions, and as
to Sabbath observance professing to believe that
he was not his “ brother’s keeper.” He did not
sce that Sabbath rest was so necessary, either
to individual or public prosperity. He did not:
hear in the very depths of his soul God’s voice
saying : * Remember the Sabbath day to keep it
holy.,” It had not yet come to him that the
Lord’s day was a sign of his covenant; that it
was the perpetual commemoration of the Lord’s
resurrection from the grave, and therefore
visibly represented all the blessings of man’s re-
demption.

As he journeyed on that holy day, ‘finding
his own pleasure,” speaking his own words, the
tender words of Moses addressed to God’s erring
people might have been appropriate: *O that
there were such a heart in them, that they
would fear me, and keep my commandments
always, that it might be well with them and
with their children forever.”

Believers are everywhere summoned to watch-
fulness, lest the Deyine law of the Sabbath be
broken. The customs and demands of modern
socivty have never seemed so imperative ag now.
In little things * offenses” may come. Having
vielded at first to that which is questionable, the
way has been opened to commit flagrant trans-
gressions. How easy to lose an inward sense of
guilt! ¢ Having once been enlightened,” it is
possible to so break God’s commandments that
their profound seriousness utterly ceases to affect

us. -

The Sabbath is being fiercely assailed. The
opposition of the carnal heart to God's command-
ments can only explain this antagonism. But the
danger is far greater_ from silent betrayal than
from open assault. Worldly tendencies meet us
on cvery hand. We pause toask: “Is it any
harm to'do this?” Or possibly we begin to com-
promise with evil by saying : ** It is less harmful
to do this than to do that ™ which the weakened
conscience of another permits.—Pres. Banner.

A Pagan Testimony and a Pagan Notion. Mr.
Lawton, one of the Chinese Inland Missionaries
in the extreme northwest of China, on the
borders of she great Mongolian Desert, received
from a Pagan the offer of a. beautiful ancestral
hall for a” Christian church. Mr. Lawton ex-

ressed his surprise at such generosity, but the

agan answered, “ You are doing an excellent
work here, and in helping you with my best I
hope to obtain a small part of your merit.”

1 stings his own soul like an adder shut up there.
{ I know of some who are calling themselves

‘and red eyes.

LEARN TO FORGIVE.

Learn to forgive. Do not carry an unforgiving
spirit with you through all yourlife, It will hurt

ou more than anyone else. It will destroy the

a.;‘)igmess of ma_nf around you, yet its chief
feeding ground will be found in your own heart.
You hate ?rour neighbour. Yonder is his dwel-
ling, one hundred and fifty yards away. You
gass by a wood fire, you pluck a half-consumed
brand from it, flaming and gleaming, and thrust
it under your neighbor’'s dwelling to burn it.
‘Who gets the worst of it? You find your gar-
ments on fire, and your own flesh burned before
you can harm your neighbor. So is he who car-
ries an unforgiving spirit in his bosom. It

Christians, who are miserable because of their
own revengefulness. Forgive your enemies,
and get down on your knees and pray for them,
and salvation will come into your own soul like
a flood. “Father, forgive them,” Sweet prayer
and a blessed example.—Sel.

DRUNKENNESS.

The physical consequences of drunkenness are
more terrible thancan be described. Dr. Rich-
ardson, in his Diseases of Modern Life, says that
the heart, which beats 106 times when in its
natural condition, beats 131 times after six
ounces of fluid alcohol has been taken. When
this increased excitement becomes permanent,
because of the continued use of intoxicants, the
constant distention of the blood vessels under
this increased pressure causes the flushed face
he various membranes in which
the brains, muscles, and other organs are en-
closed, which furnish to each part the food ap-
propriate to it for building up the body, become
thickened, shrunk and inactive. The changes
which follow produce gross and enfeebled bodies,
diseases of the heart, lungs and other organs,
and a_constant waste of physical power. The
appetite which is thus created is itself a disease.
A ‘morbid craving is awakened, which is often
the beginning of madness. Then follow weak-
ened nerves, disordered functions, blurred
vision, the victim continually seeking a remedy
in that which causes the disease.—Sel.

NEVER GIVE UP.

Never sit down and confess yourself beaten.
If there are difficulties in the way, struggle with
them like aman. Use all your resources, put
forth all your strength, and *“never suy die.”
The case may seem hopeless, but there is gener-
ally 2 way out somehow. Are you bound and
fettered by hurtful habits? Do not despair.
You can’t do much to help yourself, it is true,
but there is One who never fails to strengthen
the young man when he makes an honest at-
tempt to overcome temptation and master every
evil passion. ¢ He brought me up also out of a
horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my
feet upon a rock, and established my goings.”
That is the experience of thousands of fellows
whe have felt their feet slipping, who have be-
gun to sk in the quicksands of sin, and have
reached out a hand to accept the loving help of
the strong and gentle Christ. While He lives
and loves, no man need ever give up.

An old English ?oet represents Pontius Pilate
as sunk beneath the waves, with nothing visible
but his hands. And these washing themselves
eternally in an attempt to cleanse his soul.-
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LICENSED TO MAKE YOUR BOY DRUNK.

Stephen Merr tt,the well-known New York-
preacher and buiness man, speaking-at a tem-
ﬁ?mnce meeting, gave one reason for his undy-

hatred of the drink traffic,

ne New Year's Day, years ago, he came to
New York from Nyack, where at that time he
resided. Onreturning home he found Ais only
son drunk on his bed—made drunk by the
saloon keeper near at hand. By his son’s bed he
gwore enmity to rum mors biter than ever be
fore. With'his son he tent to the saloon and
asked its kceperiwhy he had done such a foul
wrong. With loud curses he pointed to his
license; and then, before him there I told
him I would rather he had killed us both ; and
egain I resolved always to work “for prohibition
n.lnd against the rum trade to which we are in
slavery.”

There are persons who are amused by the gro-
tesque antics and absurd acts of drunken men,
but the drunkards they laugh at are not mem-
bers of their oun families. It is no joke to have
aman or a child come home drunk; and what
wonder is it that a man, finding bis son in a
drunken stupor, should gird on the armor to
fight a traffic which can work such horrible re-
sults, And it is well to remember one thing :
it it is not your boy who is drunk it is some
body's boy, for rum-mills cannot be run without
using up boys, any more than saw-mills can run
withont using up logs.

There are laws forbidding the sale of strong
drink to minors; but a man who has sold him-
self to the devil and gone into the rum business
careslittle for 1aw,—his business is to sell all he
can, and make all he can out of it. And it is
the business of men and women to teach their
children, and guard their home, and hound the
rum trafilc out of the land, and into the pit of
darkness where it belongs.

THE STUNDISTS.

@j"‘HE name Stundist is a little repellent. Itis
& assenseless as the words Quaker, Metho-
dist, and other terms that have come to popularly
designate varying forms of Christian worship.
Stunde is the German word for a period of in-
struction, and of itself hints at the origin of this
Puritan community. Over a large part of south-
ern Russia are to be found isolated colonies of
Lutheran Germans, whose fatbers were attracted
into the country during the last century by the
promise not merely of land, but of local liberty
as well. They rapidly made an oasis of culture
in the desert of Russian serfdom, and to-day the
traveller who suddenly stumbles upon a German
villa%ein Russia recognizes it immediately by
the cleanliness of the streets, the substantial
character of the houses, and, above all, by the
intelligent character of the people.

It is a crime in Russia for,a Protestant to read
the Bible to an Orthodox; it is a crime for a
Russian to give up being drthodox; itis even a
crime for a Protestant congregation to allow an
Orthodox Russian to be present. When I left
Russia, in the fall of 1891, eighty Protestant
clergymen were under sentence of Siberia,
having been declared parties to the crime of
preaching the Gospel.

The Russian peasantry in general are disposed
to hate Germans, as all shiftless people dislike
those that are thrifty and successful. But
amongst these were many upon whom German
example made a deep impression. Some of them
began to enquire into the secret of German suc-
cess, and, as we may readily believe, received all
possible encouragement from their Lutheran

fellow-subjects. They began to fecel ashamed of
habitual drunkenness; they began to think that
children should learn to read and write. They
noted the fact that Germans worked hard six
days in the week, kept away from the brandy
bottle, and sent their children to school.

‘When the Russian peasant got thus far, he
could not stop there. He noticed that the Ger-
man clergyman did net gét drunk, did not go
about in dirty clothes repeating incoherent
words ; but that he read to his people from the
Eible, and encouraged them to read that book at

ome.

At this point the peasant ceased to be Orthe-
dox. Assoon ag he commenced to read the Bible
in secret, to unite in Yra er with others, and to
ignore church festivals, he became an_object of
active persecution on the part of the clergy.

Twenty years ago there were known to be
about 1.000 Stundists in all Russia. To-day there
are probably 250,000, although it is impossible to
be certain on such a point. The bulk of them
are scattered between the Black Sea and Poland,
though their Puritan doctrine finds an echo in
every province of the empire. .

They are & vital Christian foree, and are doing
vastly more to revolutionize Russia than the
Nihilists, They are spreading popular education
amongst the class that needs it most and are
starting inquiry in the minds of people whose
éat,hers never questioned the divinity of the

28T

The Russian Government could afford to ignors
these people for many years, especially as the

olice reported them as uniformly industrious,

onest, gober, and prompt in the payment of
taxes. The Church, however, had to protect
itself, for Stundists held one doctrine that could
never be forgiven—denial of Orthedoxy, Non-
conforming peasants were aragged from their
homes, charged with heresy, looked in jail,
flogged, tortured, sent to_die loathsome deaths
in pestilential mines—all to no purpose. The
Russian suffers cheerfully for his religion, and
in the record of the clerical courts it is rare to
learn of a victim betraying a iriend. .

The same loyalty that makes the Russian
soldier march for days on bad food, that makes
him reckless of danger, and that keeps him on
his sentry beat until he freezes to death—this
loyalty comes out with equal force when he
meets judicial torture at the hands of the Ortho-
dox clergy. . . .

The Russian Government is fighting Stundists
and Skoptzi with the same well-worn weapons
of old-fashioned persecutions, and no. one who
knows Russia need be surprised that Protestant-
ism is making enormous strides in_consequence.
—Poultney Bigelow, in Harper's Mag. forduly.

A Lady who had a large experience in mission-
ary matters wrote as follows: ‘“Don't be too
anxious to have a special field or object of sup-
port. Give your money by an act of the most
spiritual worship, directly to the Lord, and drop
it quietly, laden with prayer, into the treasury,
having confidence (you must have that) in those
who disburse it fcr you, and let them send it
wherever needed most. Dedicate it wholly, not
only to the glorious King, but of the Man of
sorrows ; and if the Master wants twine strings,
wrapper paper, and pine boxes, so practical and
unromantic, let your funds go for those to carry
the Bible in’~—Iriends’ Missionary ddvocale.

Yield not to temptation for yielding is sin,_
Each victory wiil help you some other to win.
Fight manfully onward, dark passions subdue,
Look ever to Jesus, He will carry you through.
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GOD'S BURDENS.

I long had borne a heavy load

Along life’s rough and thorny road,

And often-times had wondered why

My friend walked burdenless, while I
as forced to carry day by éay,

The crogs which on my shoulders lay:

‘When, lo, one day the Master laid

Another cross on me. Dismayed,

And faint and trembling and distressed

I cried, ““Oh ! I have longed for rest

These mani days, Icannot bear

This other heavy load of care.

I pray thee, Lord, behold this one—

Shall I bear both while he has none?”

No answer came, The cross was laid

On my poor back, and I was weighed

Down to the earth. And as I went

Toiling along and almost spent,

Again I eried, * Lord, have I been

Yntrue to thee? Is it for sin

‘Lhat I have done, that I must still

Carry this cross against my will?”

¢ My child,” the Masver’s voice returned,

‘¢ Hast thou not yet the lesson learned 2

The burden thou hast borne so long

Hath only made thee grow more strong.

And fitted thee to bear for me

This other load I lay on thee,

Thibrother is too weak as yet

To have a cross upon him set.

God'’s burdens rest upon the stroang,

They stronger grow who bear them long,

And each new burden is a sign

That greater power to bear is thine.”

So now no longer I repine

Because a heavy cross is mine,

But struggle onward with the prayer,

“ Make me more worthy, Lord, to ear.”S ;

—Sel.

SYMMETRICAL DEVELOPMENT.

The symmetrical development of a tree is an
agreeable thing to watch, ~ Its growth in size, in
height, in beauty, from a little sapling till its
altitude and its circamference tempt the birds to
bnild nests in its branches, while its shadeis
grateful to every passer-by—all this is a very
pleasaut thing to observe,

And even more delightful thing is to watch a
character developing and strengﬁlening through
successive years.

You knew a sweet child, a school girl. She
was distinguished for fidelity, for diligence, for
gx;}i\ability, for conscientious attention to every

Then the child went away; one day, you
couldn’t tell the exact moment, but you remem-
ber it, there was a bright, blithe maiden in her
place. A maiden whom everybody loved, at
whose feet the youthful knights laid their
trophies.

If came to pass, in the natural order of events,
that one of the most persistent knights won the
lady's heart. You_ were at_the wedding. The
bride was bewitching, radiant; the husband
proud and. happg.

There followed in the bride’s wake the fair
young matron. She was as charming as at any
earher period, bringing to bearonher new duties
the sume characteristics which_were hers in
earlier life. These were halcyon days, serene and
tranquil excee«ingly. .

By-and-by the. matron was numbered amon,
the blessed among women, who bear babes-an
cradle them in rejoicing arms. Never was she so
8weet, 80 winsome, so tender, so discreet, asnow.
And still her character is going on, beautiful
with the beauty of a rarely symmetrical develop-
went,—~Christian Intelligencers - .

THE LORD -WAS HIS HELPER..

MERCHANT in New York had pledged to
the Lord a certain portion of his business
receipts as fast as they were collected. He call-
ed this the Lord’s insurance money, *For,” said
he, *so long as I give, so long will the Lord help
and bless me, and in some way will give me the
means to give. It is a blessing to my heart to
keep it open in gratitude ; a blessing to dispose
of it to gladden other hearts, and the surest way
to keep the Lord’s favor with me.”

The results of his experience were blessed,
indeed, as he said, “I never realized before how
he helps me in all my business plans,

“Things happen daily which show me that
someone who knows more than I is protecting
me. Bad debts have been paid that I did not
exﬁect. Errand boys getting into sly and bad
habits have been discovered ere their thefts had
proceeded far. As I needed competent help in
my business, it has come just as it was wanted,

‘ When customers were about t0 fail somehow
their debts to me were paid although they failed
to pay others.,

“ A severe fire came to my office and seemed
to have swept all my valuables away. But it
was stopped at just the right moment, and not
one thing valuable was lost. The insurance
companies gaid me enough to replace every
damage, and the office was renewed better than
before. The Lord sends me business enough to
pay my debts, while others are dull.

I cannot tell why it is except that I always
pray for my business, and ask the Lord to bless
it for the good of others, and that the means
which come from it may be used for bis cause,

“When I stop giving, business stops coming.
‘When I stop praying for it, perplexities arise.
Aslong as I pray for it, all moves easily, and I
have no care or trouble.

“The Lord is my banker, my insurer, my deliv.
erer, my patron and my blessed guardian of
temporal things as well as spiritual.”—2%e
Wonders of Prayer.

By every Scripture prophecy and promise, and
by every unfolding of Providence, Christ is just
now saying to his church, “Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every creature ! *
He buttresses up the command and commission
by the declaration, ‘‘ All power is given unto me
in heaven and in earth,” and by the promise
‘Lo, I am with you always, even unto the en
of the age.” His omnipotence, omnipresence,
eternity, are on ourside. ~And if this world-wide
work were but talen up by the ehurch with the
determination that nc creature should be left
without the gospel, it would again be written,
¢ And they went forth and greached everywhere,
the Lord “working with them, and confirming

the word with signs following, Amen.”—4, 1\
Pierson, D. D. °

It is scarcely & figure of speech to say that
“woman is the corner-stone of heathezism.”
Nobwithstanding their degradation, heathen
mothers have immense power over their sons.
The fear of a mother's curse prevents many
Chinamen from listenicg to the claims of the

ospel. An intelligent Hindu exclaims: ‘It is
the women who maintain the system of Hindu-
ism.” Christ and his gospel are the only levers
that have raised the nations., Bu¢ in all the
Orient only a woman's hand can adjust these
levers to the corner-stone,—Missoon Studies.

He that hath light thoughts »f sin neverzhad.

| great thoughts of God.
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CHRISTIANS AND THE SABBATH.

In o conscientious observancoe of the Sabbath
the Christian is a witness for Christ. Ina most
effective manner he bears testimong to the
reality of the Gospel. In his Sabbath-keeping

eve.y Christian, to o greater or less extent, is’

subject to observation. The unconverted by
whom he is surrounded are interested observers
of his manner of life in this direction. And they
form a favorable or unfavorable estimate of his
religious character as he is consistent or incon-
sistent in his discharge of his duty. If thiey detect
a palpable inconsistency between his profession
and his life, they conclude that his religion is a

retense, and they are encouraged in their effort
go persuade themselves that all religion is a
delusion. It is true that their reasoning is
altogether iillogical and erroneous. Bub it is
with the result of their reasoning, not with the
logic of the process, that we have to do. The
end of their reasoning is the ruin of the soul.
And as far as we have afforded them_encourage-
ment in their course of sin and self-destruction,
we have been inconsistent with our profession
and are to that extent responsible for their ruin.

GIVING.

Lot us measure our duty in giving, What

shall be the measuring rod$
01u.1dYour capacity. “She hath done what she
e .”

2, Your opportunity. ‘As ye have opportu-
nity, do goog unto all men.”

3. Your eonvictions. ‘‘Thatservant that knew
his Lord’s will aud prepared not himself, neither
did according to his will, shall be beaten with
mana‘stripes. o

4. The necessities of others. “If a4 brother or
sister be naked or destitute of daily food, ete.”

5. The providence of God. “ Let every man
lay bg' him in store, as God has vrospered him.”

“8. Symmetry of character, ©Abound in this
grace also.”

7. Your own happiness.
to give than receive,”

8, God's glory. *Honor God with your sub-

stance.”
. Oh that men would accept the testimony of
Christ touching the blessedness of giving! He
who sacrifices most, loves most; and he who
loves most is most blessed. Love and sacrifice
aré related to each other like seed and fruit;
each _..oduces the other.—Watchman.

“It is more blessed

CONSECRATION.

Consecration is onlﬁlgossible when we give up
our will about everything. As.soon as we come
to the point of giving ourselves to Ged we are
almost certain to become aware of the presence
of one thing, if not of more, out of harmony with

And while we feel able to surrender ourselves
in all cther points, here we exercise reserve.
Every room and cupboard in the house, with
the exception of this, thrown open to the new
occupant. Every limb in the Lody, but one
submitted to the practiced hand of the Good
Physician.

ut that small reserve spoils the whole. To
gye ninety-nine parts and to with-hold the hun-
edth undoesthe whole transaction. Jesus will
have all ornone, And he is wise. Who would
live in a fever-stricken house so long as one room
was not exposed to disinfectants, air and sun?
‘Who would undirtake a case so long as the
patient refused to :ubmit one part ot his body to
examination? Who would become responsible

N
\

N

for & bankrupt so long as one ledger was held
back?

The reason that so many fail to attain the
blessed life is that there is some one point in
which they hold back from God; and concernin
which they prefer to have their own way an
will rather than his. In this one thing they will
not yield their will and accp%b God’s; and this
one little thing mars the whole, robs them of
peace, and compels them to wander in the desert.
F. B, Meyer.

THE INFLUENCE OF HYMNS.

QA

@0 we realize, I wonder, how great is the in-
fluence of the treasure we possess in these

sweet gilgrim songs, that cheer our earthly way !

I wonder how many times a year we pause in

life’s jourmey to think how dear to us are the

gwegt old hymns, familiar from our very baby-

ood.

One of my earliest and pleasantest recollec-
tions is that of sitting upon m%father‘s knee, in
the Sunday twilight time, and being delightfully
trotted to the words and tune of ‘Where, O,
where are the Hebrew children”—I love it yet,
worn-out and hackneyedasitis! How real they
all scemed to me, ¢ Daniel in the lion’s den,”
“Elijah and his wonderful chariot of fire,” the
“IWeeping Mary,” and  Martyred Stephen.” 1t
was, indeed, the oratorio of my childhood !

Looking backward I see that two hymns have
been specially the tonics of my spiritual life, just
as invigorating sea-breezes have given tone to
my physical being ; they are the world-renowned,
world-loved hymns, “Jesus lever of my soul,”
and *‘Lead, kindly light.” 7The favorite hymn
of a certain friend was, “ My Jesus as Thou
wilty” so man{ times, in s0 many ways his will
was crossed that his soul craved the strength
that lay in the words of exquisite submission.
Our Great Physician knowsour hearts, and gives
what is best ; in a short time this friend develop-
ed into one of the noblest characters I have ever
known ; his earthly work was early finished, the
‘ As Thou wilt,” has lead him from earth to the
blissful satisfaction of Christ’s ‘¢ Ye shall know.”

One time, while away on a visit, somethin
occurred in connection with the subject o
hymns, which nonplussed me deeply. It was
Sunday evening, the parlour was full of people,
most of them entire strangers. Precently some
one asked me to sing, I never felts much like
declining, but upon being asked agai. I sat down
at the piano and sang “Jesus lover of my soul,”
after which, at my suggestion, we all sang three
or four familiar hymns. When Ireturned to the
sofa I had left, a gentleman, to whom I had been
introduced half an hour before, said in a loud
voice : ““ You don’t know how glad I am that you
sang that first hymn, I wondered what your
choice would be. That hymn was my salvation;
you will be surprised when I tell you that once
a pumber of years ago, I was so miserable an
unhappy that I was just on the verge of suicide,
when from somewhere I heard a man’s voice
singing ‘Jesus lover of my soul, let me to Th
bosom fly.” I stopped to listen, for words an
voice were sweet, and then and there felt that
God had sent_the singer to save me from my
desperate deed.

A hymn to me scems a prayer with wings.
‘What, for instance, could be more uplifting,
more consoling than the dearold evening hymus
“Glory to Thee, My God? this night,” and “ Soft-
1y now the light of day !” Could any breath of
gmyer ne sweeter? We need toleurn more of

hem, and to keep their rythmical melodies, en-
deared by many memories, warm within our
hearts.—Mary G. Woodhall,
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THE MOURNER'S FRIEND.

Jesus knows the place is empty,
Jesus sees the vacant chair,

Jesus knows how sore the absence
Of the face that once was there.

All my loss He fully measures,
All my sorrow He can feel ;

Go and spread thy griefs before Him,
He can soothe and He can heal.

.

Once on carth a man of sorrows,
Day by day He bore our load ;
Loss, unkindness, and desertion
Strewed with thorns His toilsome road.
Yet he felt for others’ trials,
Sweetly dried the mourner’s tear ;
To the weary, heavy laden,
‘Whispered words of heavenly cheer,

Jesus is the same for ever,
Though exalted far on high;
Still His loving ear is open
To the lonely mourner’s cry.
By His Spirit He is present
Still where death and sorrow come,
Prcsent in the darkened chamber,
Present in the shadowed home.

But amidst the tears and shadows
Jesus standeth here with thee,
And His voice in tenderest accents
Whispcrs, “ Rest thy heart in Me.” Sl
—Sel.

OUR PROSPECTS.

O

N/ HAT scenes await the unborn child as he

, enters this world ! At first be is unable
to appreciate the smallest portion of them,
though they are all before him and around him.
But as mind and body mature, the prospects be-
fore that child seem to widen more and more.
Bug the widening is on the part of the child, not
the prospects.

To an inquiring mind there can be noend to
his expanding views. Should one who is pos-
sessed of such a mind live to extreme old age and
he a diligent student all his days, there must be
still vast unexplored fields beyond bim. No one
has yet lived long or studied hard enough to
know all that might be known with reference to
material things., No one is likely to live long
enough. If Sir Isaac Newton could say. as the
end of life drew near, *“Tomyself I seem to have
been as a little child playing upon the seashore
while the immense ocean of truth lay beyond
me,” chere is little prospect of any mortal reach-
ing the utmost limit of human knowledge.
There will ever be rocom for farther progress.
The more one knows the more will he see to be
known till he, too, feels that the “immense
ocean of truth is yet beyond him.”

A SECOND BIRTH.

But there is a second birth, which introduces
the subject of it into a new and spiritual world
as the firsy does into the material world. Those
thus born are at first mere * babes in Christ.”
They have need of milk rather than of meat. We
knew the man whose early views, ashe hopefully
passed from death unto life, harmonized with

Tt was not as a “babe in Christ” that the
Psalmist said to the Lord, * All thy works shall
praise thee.” And it is not as such ** babes,”
that the people of God view the works of nature
in that light. Grace must first have a growth,
and the expansion of views which it contem-
plates will ultimately reach far beyond the things
of time, We can conceive of no limits, even in
this life, to the spiritual prospects that open up
hefore the child of God, Thisis the path that * iy
as the shining light that shineth more and more
unto the perfect day.”

But glorious as are the prospects that unfold
hefore him while he lives, they are but the
beginnings of those that open up before him in
» the world to come.

A THIRD BIRTH.

We believe in a third birth, At his death the
saint is Born into glory. And of the things
which God bas prepared for his children in their
future state of being ** eye hath not seen nor ear
heard, neither hath entered into the heart of
man.” They are far beyond finite conception.
There is no end to them, as there is none to
cternity. As we have evidence that we love God
may we be assured that all will be well. No
more sorrow, no more trial, no more want, no
more death.

The Psalmist could su{ while yet amidst the
struggles of this life, “ My cup runneth over”
but much more can those who have reached the
mansions prepared for them.

Those pleasures forevermore, unmixed, pure !
What a contrast with the best things of time, so
mixed, the bitter with the sweet, the bad with the
good, the painful with the pleasant. the dark
with the light ! As we meditate ugon the things
{ that await the righteous in another world, we
; wonder not that & dear man of God exclaimed
** I had rather be a redeemed sinner than to be
Gabriel before the throne.” Gabriel can never
enter into the spirit of the song of redeeming
love as the redeemed can.—Dr, ffaylor in Pres-
byterian Banner.

|
'

ADAM'S FIRST NIGHT.

The coming on of the first night of earth’s his.
tory must have been a strange experience to
Adam. As he saw the sun sinking and the cool
shades gathering, a foreboding of disaster may
well have crept into his mind. But night re-
vealed far more than the day ; foras the sun
disappeared there flashed forth worlds to Adam’s
sight, of which he had had no conception be-
fore. The moon, the stars, the planets twinkled
and beamed upon him from afar. His knowledge
of the universe widened. And so it will be, no
doubt, with the night of death. We shun and
dread it ; it scems to be the blotting out of all
that is fair and beautiful among the things that
we have known. But death, we may easily be-
lieve, will be a great opening of our eyes, closing
them to the little sights of this poor fadingworld,
we shall gain a vision of far better and brighter
worlds that lie beyond. Let us think of God's
reserve of bounty, God never gives at once all
he has to give. He even has yet good things in
reserve, e waits for the occasion. He never
depletes his store, or leaves 3 man to think it can

these words of the prophet: “The mountains
and the hills shall break forth before you into
singing, and all the trees of the field shall c]a{) .
therr hands,” He felt himself in a new world. .
the material things of which were praising God. .

ut in general the views of the young convert of
the new world into which he has entered are .
very limited. . :

be useless to apply to him further. O, how
great i’ thy goodness, which thou hast laid up
for them that fear thee!"—Sel.

My

rincipal method for defeating heresy is by
estab

shing truth.--Newlon.

i
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Sabbath School Lessons, l

Oct. 16. PETER'S VISION. A. D. 40.

Lesson Acts 10: 1-20. . Golden Text, Acts 10 34,
Memory vs. 1.4, Catechism Q. 99.

Ten years had passed since the founding of the
christian church, since Christ had finished his
work and ascended to the Father and the Holy
Spiriti had come in such fulness of power at
Pentecost to carry on His work of apbylying to
men the redemption purchased by Christ. Many
had been gathered into the Church. Pcter had
travelled west to Joppa and Lydda and in last
lesson raised Dorcas to life. Some thirty miles
north of Joppa, on the same coast, was Casarea,
one of the chief cities of Judea, the official resi-
dence of its Roman Governors, Pilate, TFelix
and Porcius Festus, and the headquarters of the
Romanarmy in the country. One of the military
captains, Cornelius, reminds one more of Have-
lock or Gencral Gordon than of the Pagan Romans
of old daya. Mehad learned of the true God and
worshipped him, and in this lesson God answers
hisg longing and prayer for more light, by bring-
ing to him, in a strange way, the Apostle Peter,
who tells him of Christ. .

1. The vision of Cornelius, vs. 1.8.

IL. The vision of Peter, vs. 9-16.

IIL. The call to service, vs. 17-20.

1. Vs. 1-3. Centurion--leader of a century a
company of one hundred men. Band—a cohort
consisting of six centuries, just as a regiment
consists of a certain number of companies.
Italian they were Roman, not foreign soldiers.
Devout—he must have learned of the true God
from Jewish sources. Al kis house -a good test
of his religion. Much alms—anot!er good test.
Prayed prayer and works went together.
YNinth howr—3 p. m. .ngel or messenger,
God’s messengers to men. Memorial -God re-
x{lembers them with approval. Thus He always
does.

Now send—and get the answer to thy prayers.
Joppa—a town on the coast 30 miles South.
What thow vughtest to do-—-Hitherto, Cornelius
had been groping in much of darkness Derout
Soldier -The God fearing captain sought ser
vants like minded.

IL Vs. 9-16. House mlp to pray—the houses had
but one storey, with tlat roof, and an outside
stair leading up toit, so that the * up-stairs ™ was
out of doors, and Peter merely went up-stairs to
aretired place to pray. The strong man must be
a man of prayer. Lrance—unconscious of what
was around him, absorbed in what was before
his mind. Xill and Faf—the hunger may have
had something to do with shaping the vision as
God uses natural means to teach spiritual lessons.
Common or Unclean—The Jews were very strict
about the ceremonial law,

III. Vs. 17-20. Doubted—he did not knew the
meaning of it, but he soon learnced whe* God
intended to teach by it, viz, that the (- .atile
centurion, whom he thought unfit to associate
with, was one of God’s cleansed and chosen ones.
Thought on the Vision -still perplexed as to its
meaning. Jfolhing doubiing—the call is from
God. Ihave sent them.

1. How wondrously God works to bring Corneli-
us and Peter together, as he had not long before
brought Phillip and the Eunuch together.

2. Think no man hopeless or God forsaken.

3. God will give more light to those who use
what light they have.

4. Blessings come in answer to prayer. Both

Peter and Cornelius were blessed when praying.

PETER AT CZESAREA.
Oct. 23. A. D. 40.

Lesson, Acts 10, 30-48.  Golden text, Acts 10, 43.
Memory vs. 39-43, Catechism Q., 100,

Peter in response to the message of Cornelius
and in obedience to God’s commana, set out at
once from Joppa for Cwesarca. Cornelius had
called together some friends to meet him. Peter
came. Cornelius with a superstitious reverence
which his pagan training had taught him, fel}
down to worship him as one who had more than
mere human authority and power. eter lifts
him up, explains how he came, and asks why he
was sent, for. The lesson is the story of what
followed. g

1. Cornelius tells his vision, vs. 30-33,
II. Peter preaches Christ, vs. 34-40.
IIL. The Spirit comes in power, vs. 44-48.

I. vs. 30-33. Bright clothing—Showing him not
of carth. Imumnediately--Iow many in times of
spiritual concern have been ruined Dby delay.
‘Po-day if ye will hear his voice harden not your
hearts. Now is the accepted time, now is the
day of salvation.

XL vs. 34-43. No respecter of persons—It wasa
new truth to Peter. It secems old tous. Yet
how slow we are in practice to follow the God
like and resFect‘, no man’s person. Feareth Iim
—The love that fears to grieve Him. Worlketh
righteousness—~There can be no trne fear of Gid
where there is not righteousness. Then Peter
follows with the gosp: 1 story which the apostles
were never weary of t¢ “ing.

In short compass he sums up the whole story.
God anointed Jesus of Nazereth with the Holy
Ghost and with power. The Jews slew wund
hanged Ilim on a tree. God raised Him up to be
judge of living and dead, and whosvever
believeth in I1im shall receive remission of sins.
This was the sum of apostolic preaching and
must ever be the sum of all preaching that aims
to satisfy the longing soul.

IIL vs. 4448, Fell on them—* A Gentile Pen-
tecost.”™ When Peter preached in Jerusalem
there was the first great Pentecost, which might
be called *The Jewish Pentecost.”™ Len ycars
later, this same Peter is preaching his first sor-
mon, on the same grand theme, to a Gentile
audienee at Cwmsarea, and another incident is
given, showing indeed that God is no respedter
of persons. Yet this same Peter afierw.rds
weakly dissembled and refused to eat with (lin.
tile converts at Antioch. Gal 2:11, 12,

The Circumcision, the Jews: Astonished It
was hard to unlearn the prejudices of a life tune.
Tongues—the same signs that accompaniced the
first Pentecost.

Forbid waler--The water was to come to them
and not they to the water. Baptized—the <ame
as at the greater Pentecost ten years hefore
Tarry—they did not want, to part with hin who
had brought such joy.

1. There should be no respect of person i he
Church of Christ, See James I:1-3.

2. AN of every nation who believe in hin <hall
be saved.

3. All who seek God shall find Him.

4. The news of His coming should be preached
to all the world.

3. The teaching on which the Spirit’s powers
can be asked, is Christ and Him crucified.

6. A man’s religion should be scen in the
or}dcring of his household, and in his condretat
arl times,
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THE GOSPEN AT ANTIOCH.

Oct. 30. A D, 4044,
Lesson, Acts 11, 19-30. Golden Text, Acts 11: 21,
Memory vs. 21-24, Catechism Q., 101,

The lesson goes back and links itself to the per-
sccution that arose about Stephen, tells how the
result of thit was so different from what the
persecutors intended,—how instead of hindering
God’s cause they spread it so much the maore,
even to Antioch, the eapitel of Syria, 300 miles
north from Jerusalem,

1. The Gospel given to Antioch, vs. 19-21.
IL ‘The first “ Christians” at Antioch, vs.

23-26. .
YII. The ‘¢ poor” collection at Antioch, vs. 27-

1. vs. 1981, Scattered cbroud—They thought
it an evil thing that they had to slee for their
lives. They went forth weeping bearing precious
seed. But God meant it for good. Phenice—
Phenicia, & narrow strip of level country lying
west of the range of Mount Lebannon, along the
Mediterranean, and containing the cities of Tyre
and Sidon. Cypress—An Island in the Mediter-
ranean. Anfiock—A city of Asia Minor, long
afterward one of the leading centres of Chris-
tinnity. Jews only—They had not yet learned
the lesson taugiht to Peter at Cesarea, (see .ast
lesson). The Grecians—-The men of Cyprus and
Cyrene were of broader view than the Jews who
had scattered from Jerusalem and preached the
gospel to the Grecians by whom it was heartily
icc?bed. Many believed and turned to the

ord.

1. vs. 2226, Tidings—Strange, glad tidings
of the spirit qf the gospel. Barnabas—Hearing
of this wondrous work of grace, the Church at
Jerusalem sent forth a trusty messenger to see
the nature and extent of it. Glad—The work
was all that could be expected. The kingdom of
Christ was extending as they bhad scarcely
drenmed of. Cleave-~This istheneeded exhorta-
tion in every work of grace, cleave to the Lord.
Seeke Saul—Saul had been for some time living in
seclusion in Tarsas, his native city, whither he
had fled from: persecution at Jerusalem. Barna-
bas now seeing the great opening at Antioch and
the need of a helper, bethought him of Paul who
was not far away, at Tarsus, went after him,
took him to Antioch, 2nd for & year they labored
there. This was the first year of Puul's great
work as the Apostle of the Gentiles. Called
Clristians—Terhaps by their enemies as a term
of reproach, but if so it svas only one of the many
instances in which the malice of Satan defeats
itsown ends and tends to the glory of God.

1. vs. 27-30, Sendrelicf—The spirit that ani-
mated the early Jewish Christians when they
sold their possessions and goods and gave lo
every ‘man as every man had need, showed itself
at Antioch, and will alwazys show itself where
Christ is, for it is the spirit of Christ.  Ability--
This is the true rule of Christian giving, They
gave where there was need, withous waiting to

¢ asked, and gave according to their ability.
These first so named * Christians® were a pat-
tern to all Christians of every age. To the Elders
—~The Church at Jerusalem had sent forth Bar-
nebas to see the work at Antioch. More than a
Year afterward he comes buck with this token of
the genuineness of the work.

1. \ll cfforts to stop the spread of the gospel

arein vain.
2. When Christiansleave their hownes for other

ands, from whatever cause, they should carry '
their Christianity with them and make it known ¢

by life and work,
3. True Christianity will show itself in doing
good {o the hodies as we!ll as to the sonls of men.

PETER DELIVERED FROM PRISON.

Nov. 6. A. D. 44,
Lesson, Act. 12 : 1-17. Golden Text, Ps. 34: 7
Memory vs. 5-8, Catechism, Q., 102

The persecution that had arisen about Stephen
had some time since quieted down. Paul, a
moving spirit in it had, more than four years
since, joined the Christians. The disciples,
scattered from Jerusalem and working else-
where, were not so constantly before the eye
of the Jewish authorities and there was a period
of rest. Now, about the time that Paul and
Barnabas came up to Jerusalem with the dona-
tion from Autioch for the poor, Herod Agrippa
was king over all Palestine, and, perhaps for
reasons of his own at first, and afterward to
please the Jews, took into his own_hands the
work of persecuting the Christians. How he was
foiled, in the case of Peter, we are told in the
present lesson.

There are here two places mentioned, the prison
and the prayer meeting, and two scenes in each
place, four scenes in all.

I. The Prison, all dark, vs. 1-6,
II. The Y)r:}yer meeting, vs. 5, 12,

III. The Prison, deliverance, vs, 7-11.

IV. The prayer meeting, praising, vs. 13-17.

1. vs. 1-6. Vex certain—the more prominent
and offensive to the Jews—Killed J’t)zmcs—-t;he
first recorded death among the true apostles
Four quaternions—i.e, four fours, 16 soldiers, or
four watches of four men each. Faster—The
passover, see revised version. Easter was an in-
vention of a later age. ZTwo chains—A ring
around Peter’s left wrlst was linked to a ring
around a soldier’s right wrist, and a ring ax‘onnﬁ
Peter’s right wrist was linked to a ring around &
soldier's left wrist. Sleeping—It was calm trust
in Peter, but what a picture of the guilty, sleep-
ing men bound in sin, sleeping on as if they were
safe.l Keepers—The other two soldiers of the
watch.

II. vs. 5,12. Prayer v 5--This was all they
could do. Without ceasing—They did not get
discouraged and give up. Many praying, v. 12,
it was the last night, there seemed little hope,
but still they prayed, What anexample to us as
we pray for souls in bondage to sin.

III. vs. 7-11. How like to what the spirit
of God does in awaking the slumbering sinner
and striking off his bonds in answer to prayer.
Arisc—How many are awakened and go to sleep
again and their waking brings no deliverance.
Follow me—Christ’'s command to every one set
free from bondage to sin. His own accord—
When we are following God’s leading He will re-
move_the obstacles. Come Zo himsclf—He had
been in a dazed state thinking he was dreaming.

IV. vs.12.17.  Houscof Mary—He knew yhere
to find kindred spirits. Praying—ior him, sce
v. 5, Hearken—They would be afraid of the
Jews and she would ask **who is there” before
opening. Opencd nol—What a touch of nature,
forgetting to let him in she ran to tell the news.
Mad—When told that their prayers were an-
swered, they would not believe it.  How we dis-
honor God by our lack of faith. Asfonished—
Iven évhcn they saw the answer they were
amazed.

1. God cares for his own and will always de-
1lv »r them in his own way.

2. God always hears and answers prayer.
“ Sometimes He says yes and sometimes He says
no,” but he always says what he sees to be best.

3. How weak and unworthy our faith in the
promises of the heavenly Fatber. A

4. Prayer is an unfailing resort for the Chris-
tian, even in the darkest hour,
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Mrs. B. Chaff Bmc&vﬂle. Bal. on $100 ...... ceses 2300 | T. Y. Greot, Kingston, 400 $100 ............. 10 00
James Thom, fontreal, 800 $100. ..ceeeraver oo 2500 v. W. bp Mgonber ngston, Bal. on §100... . 2500
F. Robertson, Montreal l- on $ 50 00 urray, Hamilton, Bal, on $200.. s 5000
John A. Brnee, Hamxlton. Ba oD $500,. 200 Rnbort Thompson, Hamilton... ....... . .. . 10000
John C. G. Hunter, Barrie, 2on $5. 10 00 Dozmld Smith, DUntro0Nesste ieseiainiaraarensns . 3000
3. Watt, Elora. -... 10000 | A.Williamson, ngston.l on$]50. tesesesscasnese 5000
W.B. Watt, Elors.. 100 00 B. Rosamond, M.P., Almonte, Bal. on $500, . 200 00
Donald MoDonald, A 5000 | Rer, Godfrey Sh oro, Sz. John,N.B 25 00
John Johnson, Moose Creek, 1 on 2500 avis, %ton, Bal. on $l 10 00
Mrs, Mary C. MaVean, Stonofield, .Q Bal.on $100 50 00 Rev. John Gray, D.D., Orillia 10 0
Thos. Ferzuson, Ventnoreees <. .ceecesess O 10000 | Joseph Dann, Orillig....... 10
Chas, & W. Stewart, South Monoghan. .. -+.--.... 20000 { Mrs, S- Thompson, OFillig, .. vmvmnmissenssasinneane. 500
Matthew Leggat, Hamilton, 4 on $1,000..... - 20000 | Baltimore, Cold Spnnxs' Uptergrove and Longford
ohn McKinnon, Rosalin, 1al.on 8100......... 2500 Mills...o.oooise ceseerene BY
Rev. David Y. Ross, WeStpOTteeaees cverviaseea-- - 2500 | Estatelato Thos. "thller. Mllton, Bal. on 8160 1.... 50 00
Jx.mes Swif ngsbon. Bal on $1.000. - 23000 | J.Stewart & Co., Hamilton, Bal. on 31 vees 200 00
Rev. J. A. McDonald Alberme, .C.. 5000 ; Geo. Hutcheson, Brockvyille, 2 on $250.. e 5000
W. Pattsrson, jr., M. f) Montreal, Bal. on $50-.... 2500 Rev. Thos. Jones, Montreal- . eerneeiians 50 00
W. Needler, Lindsay.-esseaece. . 10000 | N.T.McNachjon, Cobourg, 1on $100 10 00
Co)m S-nols.:r. Carlaton Place.... 25 00 Stowml.Bros Renfrew, 3on $520. .. 100 00
3 Alexandria, Bal. on $1 2500 | Rev.Jno. K. hanry. Creemore, 1 . 2000
I)r.Jas. ’I.‘ orborn, Toronto.....-. 5000 | Alex_"Turner, Hamilton.. 200 00
Rev. Jas, Bennett, L’Ongmnl Bal on $100. 5000 ! Rev. Jas. Ross, Perth..... 50 00
“Thos. Stewart, Bellerille, Bal. on3100 ... 40 00 ; W, Murdoch, Elora...... . 100 00
A graduate, ' Qaeen’s,”” P, Q - 2000 | 4.E. Hague, ngston.40n $100. ... 15 00
W J’ Mabt»d szsum. Bal. on $100. . 2500 Friend, Richm»Had, P.Q..... cevernes 100 00
ames Uormack, MoXville..eeeee-- .- .. 100 00 Rev. Robert Mcsay, Douglas.eeeese. 100 00
Bstatc late Dr. C. Irwin, Kingston.. + 10000 | Jos. M. O. Cronwell, Perth ..oecvieceeianrnnienans 100 00
Samucl McKee, Spencorville.ceee veseaeiiasaannns 2500 | . Judge MeDonald, M. A Broclmllo o 5000
Koeno, Centrevillo and Westwood subscriptions..- 21950 | Rev. J. R.Scott, Aurorn «.eveceee covenae 100 o

COLIGNY COLLEGE, OTTAWA

For TaR Bcarbp aXD Epucatioy oF Youne Lapres.

HIS Instituion 18 the property of the Presbyterian

Church. It:aim is_to give a first class_English educa-
tion, with French and German, Mlmc. and the Fine Arts:
8lso Calisthenics, Tspewriting and Stenograrhy. Grounds
-axtensive. wldiogs have nll modern conveniences.
Thoroughly cfficient staff. Tho Music teachers are from

inity College, London, and Conservatory of Musie,
Leipsic. The Fr:nch and erman teachers are from the
Earopean Continent. Cheerful home life.  Special atten-
tion to rehigious truning.  Kees &c.. very moderate. Re-
-duced rates to Minsters families. Tho next Session com-
mences i3th Scptenber, 1832.  For circulars, address :

Rev. DR. WARDENX, Dominion Square, Montreal-
S S S W e SISy

“Duty does what it oughtf. Love wwithout
stint does all thit it can. To be impelled by
love is to drown ihc thunders of ‘I ought,’ in

Published by Authority of the General Assembly of
The Presbyterian Church in Canada.

The Lreeshgtervian Becord.

Price

cr Year, in advance, 50 cents.
ln parcels o

‘;1 five and upwards to one address 3sc.

The Ghildren's Recovd.

Price per Year, in advance, 30 cents.
In parcels of five and upwards to onc address, 15¢c.

Subscriptions at a proportionate rate
may begin at any time,
but must ‘not go beyond December.

Epitor: REV. E. SCOTT.

the musicof * I delght to."™ - Rev. Dr. Dollinger.

Offices, Dominion Square, Montreal.

\



