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MINUTES OF THE PROTESTANT COMMITTHE OF THE
COUNCIL OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

DepaRTMENT OF PuBLIC INSTRUCTION,
QuEeBEC, 27th May, 1885.

Which day the quarterly mesting of the Protestant Committee
of the Council of Public Instruction was held, Present—The
Lord Bishop of Quebec in the chair, the Rev. Dr. Mathews, G.
L. Masten, Bsq., the Rev. Dr. Cornish, R. W. Heneker, Esq.,
D.CL., B. J. Hemming, Esq., D.C.L., the Venerable Archdeacon
Lindsay, M.A., and the Rev. Canon Norman, D.C.L.

Communications submitted by the Secretary and action taken
thereon :—

1. From Mr. H. Arnold, memorializing the Committee to have his name
placed on the list of retired teachers, under the Act passed five years ago.
The Committee, having no jurisdiction in the matier, agreed to refer Mr.
Arnold’s memorisl to the Department of Public Instruction.

2. From Mr. W. L. Whyte, teacher, applying to have hic name placed
on the pension list. This casp was also roferred to the Department of
Public Instruction. -

3. From Dr. Purvis, Chairman, Board of Exammers, County of Pontlac,
and Mr. C. J. Rimer, Secretary of said Board, reforences in respect of cer-
tain candidates for teachers d:plomas recently examined by the aforesaid
Board of Examiners, Pontiac. The Comntittes after careful consideration
of each case referred o them, agreed that the candidate under age, who
had passed the examinations satisfactorily, should receive her diploma
only when she is of age, and that no diplomas should be granted to such
candidates : ahi llmd faﬂe& in the exammanons
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4, From Mr. W. C. Baynes, B.A,, sucretary, a reference from the Com-
mittee of the McGill Normal Schoo] recommending the nomination of
Miss Nannie Green for appomtment as instructor of dra.wmg, with a
salary{ of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00) per annum, in room of
Mr. Harrington Bird resigned. The Committee agreed to request the Hon.
the Superintendent of Public Instruction to recommend His Honor, the
Lieutenant~Governor in Council, to appoint the said Miss Nannie Green
as instructor of drawing in the McGill Normal School.

5. From the Rev. Robert Ker, Secretary, Board of Examiners, Quebec,
stating that it is the request of said Board that the Rev. Francis J. B.
Allnatt, B.D., Quabec, be recommended to be appointed & membrr of said
Board, in room of the late W. D. Campbell, Esq., and in addition that the
Rov. Joseph Allard,pastor of the Fronch Protestant Church, Quebec, be
recommmended to be appointed & member of the said Board of Examiners,
Quebec. The Committee agreed to request the Hon. the Superxntendent of
Public Instruction, to recommend His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor
in Council to appoint the said Rev. Francis J. B. Allnatt, B.D., and the Rev.
Joseph Allard, members of the said Board of Examiners, Quebec-

6. From the Rev. F. J. B. Allnatt, B.), stating that, in future, he could
not accept the appointment to the office of Acaderay Inspector.

On the motion of Dr. Heneker, séconded by D» Hemming, it
was Resolved:

 That this Committes, in receiving the resignation of the Rev. F. J. B.
Allnatt, B.D., as Inspector of Academies and Model Schools, desire to place
on record their sense of the very thorough and satisfactory manner in
which he has discharged the onerous dutics of said office.”

7. Statement and Resolution passed by the Board of Examiners, Mon-
treal, viz: “ Applications for admission to Examination for the Academy
Diploma were presented by Dr. H. A. Howe, Rector of the High School,.
Montreal, and Emeritus Professor of Maithematics, McGill College, and
from W. H. Hicks, Esq., late Principal of the McGill Normal School, and
now Emeritus Principal. Whereupon it was resolved :(—

That, in view of the high positions Dr. Howe and Mr. Hicks have for so
many years occupied severally in important Educational Institutions in
this city and Province, and their well known qualifcations and long periods
of service, the Board recommend that the Academy Diploma be granted
to. them without examination.

The Committee concur in and sanction this recommendation in respect
of Principal Hicks. Dr. Howe, being a graduate of a Canadian University,
and having furnished the Superintendent of Public Instruction with the
Ingpeciors’ certificate required” under section 2 of regulations for Academy
Diplomas, is thus entitled to an Academy Diploma, Grade 1, and the
Superintendent of Public Instruction is respectfully requested to issue the
same.

The accounts, with vouchers, submitted by the Secre-tary, were exam-
ined and found correct.
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Dr. Heneker and Dr. Mathews were appointed a Committee to
wait upon the Treasurer in reference to the arrvears of Marriage
License Fees. The Committee reported that in their inferview
with the Hon. the Provincial Treasuver, he stated that he
expected to be able to py the Protestant Committee the said
arrears of Mavriage Licence. Fees, viz., twenty-eight thousand
dollars, (828,000) either in bonds or cash by the end of the fiscal
year. It was agreed that Dr. Heneker, Dr. Hemming and Dr.
Mathews be a sub-committes to act with the Chairman in regard
to the custody of the bonds or the investment of the cash when
paid. ' .
Communications submitted by the Secretary of the Department
and action taken thereon:—

1. From H. Butler, Esq., Chairman, Board of Examiners for the District
of Bedford, recommending that Daniel Allen, Esq., of Waterloo, be
appointed a member of said Board of Examiners in the room of S. A.
Fisher, Esq., M.P., resigned. The Committes agreed to request the Elon.
the Superintendent of Public lnstruction to racommend His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor in Council to appoint the said Daniel Allen, Esq., of
Waterloo, a2 member of said Board of Examiners for the District of
Bedford.

2. From A. Driscoll, Esq., Chairman, Board of Examiners for the
county of Ottawa, recommending that Jobn Aylmer, Esq., Theodore
Arnold Heward, Esg., and John McDougall, Esq., all of Aylmer, be
appointed members of the Board of Examiners for the county of Ottawa.
In connection with this matter, the Secretary of the Depa -tment stated
that a separate Roman Catholic Board of Examiners had been established
for the county of Ottawa to mest at Hull. The Committee accordingly
agreed that, ag it appears desirable to divide. the mixed Board of
Examiners for- the county of Ottawa, the Superintendent of Public
Instruction be requested to bring the matter before the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council with a view to this division; and that the following
gentlemen be recommended as members of the Protestant Board for the
County of Ottawa to meet at Aylmer, viz., Alfred Driscoll, Esq., the Rev.
Thomas E. Cunningham, B.A,, John Aylmer, Esq., Theodore Arnold
Heward, Esq., and John McDougall, Esq.,all of Aylmer.

3. From Messrs. Gage & Co., submitting for approval an Elementary
Geography. This matter was referred to the Committee on Text~Books.

4. In regard to the eaployment of a second teacher in the Model School
at Rawdon, the Committes agreed that, in the peculiar circumstances of
said Model 8chool at Rawdon, its case would receive favorable considera-
tion at the September mesting,

5. In regard to the employment of a pupil teacher in the Durham Model
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School, the Committee declined to accept the employment of a pupil
instead of a second teacher in said Durham Model School.

6. A petition from the Rev. Mr. George, Presbyterian Minister, Paspe-
biac, objecting to religious denmominational teaching in the commeon
school. The Comraittee Resolved :—

.“That the Chairman of the Commissioners be intormed thai, although
religious teaching is, in the opinion of this Committee, not only authorized
but incumbent in the eonduct of all public schools—yet no asuthority
exists for denominational teaching.”

7. From Mr. Baynes, transmitting the proposals of the McGill Normal
School relative to the admission of those holding academy diplomas from
the Normal School to the second year in the Faculty of Arts in Univer-
sities or collegos affiliated thereto. It was agreed that Dr. Norman, Dr.
Heneker, and Mr. Masten be a sub-committee to confer with the McGill
University and the Normal School with a view to secure uniformity of
action on the part of the universities and colleges in regard to this sub-
ject, Dr. Norman to be convener.

The following is the 1ep01t submitted by the sub-commitee on
School Law :

“ Protestant Committes of the Council of Public Iugtruction,
27th May, 1885. :

“The Sub-Committve on School Law beg to report that having had
several meetings of sectiong of the sub-committee, it has been thought
desirable that the principles lying at the root of the alterations which are
deemed essential to the law asembodied in the Revised Statutes, in order
to define the Protestant claime, should be laid before coursel, o that they
may be embodied in practical form with the Revised Statutes, and thus
made clear, and easy of understanding to the Goveinment or Committes
of the Legislature, to whom the revision will be submitted. The chair-
man was, therefore, instructed to apply to Mr. William White, Q.C., of
Sherbrooke, who has promised to give the matter early attention.

“The sub-committee hope to have all tbings ready and report finally at
the next meeting of the Protestant Committee.

“ Respsctfully submitted,
. (Signed), R. W. Hengger, Chairman.”

.A notice of motion to the following effect was submitted, viz.,
to amend the regulations in regard to Academy diplomas adopted
by the Protestant Committee, 25th February, 1885, by inserting

. after the word * University” in second regulation the following:
“ Who have taken Latin and Greek in the B.A. examinations, or
who have taken at least a second-class standing in the Inter-
mediate examinations (Latin and Greek being included), and
honours in any subject in their B.A. examinations.”
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The Committee carefully examined the report of the sub-com-
mittee upon Regulations for Protestant Boards of Examiners as
far as the end of the Elementary Schools, Appendix A. The
further consideration of said report was deferred till next meeting.

The following report was submitted by the Committee on Text
Books :—

Your Committee begs to recomamend that the following text-books,

for the use of teachers, be added to the authorized lists :—
School Méthod «vevenenn.- +veers. L 1. Gladman, B.A., B.Sc.
Notes of Talks on Teaching.......Francis A. Parker.
Lectures on the Science and Art of

Toaching...oeoveerenesno.e .+.Joseph Payne

The Quincy Methods.............Lilia E.- Patridge.
Educational Theories .......... ..Oscar Browning.
Primary Object Lessons . ... ......N. A. Calkins.
Pedagogy.-.. -- ceesveessses oassss Professor Hewett.
Graded Instruction in English ....Orville T. Bright.
How to Porge cevovecovesersss .oo. Rov. E. ‘A, Abbott.

. The Verbalist
The Orthoepist § """’ ¢+...Alfred Ayres.
First Lessqps in Intellectual Arith-
matiCes ceveen s teeeeerieoan Warren Colburn, A.M.

The above report ¢ text-books was received and adopted.

Tt was agreed that Dr. Mathews, Dr. Norman, and Sir William
Dawson be a sub-committee for consideving the altering of the
time of examination of candidates under Regulation 2 in regard
to Academy Diplomas.

Dr. Cornish presented the report of the sub-committee on the
Examination of Graduates on the Art of Teaching, which was
received and referred to the above-named sub-committee, viz.,
Dr. Mathews, Dr. Norman and Sir Wﬂham Dawson—Sir leham
Dawson to be convener.

On the motion of Dr. Heneker, seconded by Dr. Mathews, it
wasresolved— o

“That application be made by the Chairman to the Treasurer of the Pro-

vinee for the transfer of the moneys stopped out of the Protestant Superior
Education Grants of 1884 to the credit of this Comrtnittes.”

COn the motion of Dr. Heneker, seconded by the Venerable
Archdeacon Lindsay, it was resolved— ot

“That the Chairman be requested to apply to the Government on behalf
of this Coramittee for an auswer to their request for financial aid in cacry-
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ing on the work of%*he Committee, as embodied in a memorandum sub-
mitted to the Governient in November, 1884.”

The Chairman reported that he had had an interview with the
Superintendent in regard to a conference with a sub-committee
of the Roman Catholic Committee on Privileges of Graduates
entering on the study of professions, aud in regard to School Law.

On the motion of Dr. Heneker, seconded by Dr. Hemming, it
was resolved—

“That, it having come to the knowledge of this Committee that the
Treasurer of the Province has paid over to the Accountant of the Depart-
ment three hundred dollars ($300.00), baiance of interest Marriage
License Fund Arrears due in January last, the Superintendent be
requested to pass the same fo the credit of this Committee in the Bank of
Montreal.”

It was agreed .that the Ghairman, Dr. Heneker, and Dr.
Mathews be a sub-committee to examine the returns and reports
of the Inspectors of Academies and Model Schools and report to
next meeting. )

The Committee adjourned to meet on Wednesday the 9th
September next, or sooner, if necessary, on the eall of the chair-
man. *

Read and confirmed.

GEORGE WEIR, Sscretary.

STUDY AND RECITATION.

{Abstract of a paper read before the Covington Teachers' Association
by R. T. Wlles, Superintendent.]

The public schools are receiving, irom time to time, the atten-
tion of critics outside the teaching profession whose intelligence,
culture and social influence entitle their utterances to respectful
hearing. While these critics do sometimes charge upon the public
schools crimes of omission and commission of which they are in
no wise guilty, there is acknowledged by the thoughtfal and
candid members of the profession to be at least a little fire to
account for so much smoke.

The criticisms to which I wish to direct our thoughts at this
time may be summed up in the somewhat general formula, that
the pupils of the public schooisare not taught to think, and that
when thrown upon their own resources, they are unable to grapple
with the commonest questions of practical and business life.
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In seeking for the causes of the alleged unsatisfactory results,
our critics locate them in diferent quarters. One claims that too
much system has crushed the life out of the public  chool veaching
in cities and towns where the grading has been cmned out with
anything like completeness.

Another declaims against examinations as the root of all evil,
and would have them abolished altogether.

A third declares that the children are overworked, and made
either nervous or stupid.

Still another thinks that we have entirely too much school and
would have the time reduced to three or five months per year.

‘While it may not be difficult to fortify each of these assertions by
citing instances in which each has seemed to pro-duce the results
complained of, exceptions do not make rules, nor do exceptional
instances of abortive results warrantthe wholesale condemnation
of the system that produced them.

Leaving, for the present, the criticisms as to overwmk and too
much school, we will consider for a time those that relate to the
system 2nd to exarhinations, and endeavor to make some deduc-
tions of a practical nature from their discussion.

The organization of the graded school, and more particularly of
systerns of graded schools in cities and towns, has made necessary
some device by means ofwhich pupils niay be properly classified
80 as to be iz 3t conveniently and economically taught together,
and judiciously advanced through the course of study. This
device, naturally and properly, is an examination at certain inter-
vals into the progress and attainments of the pupilsand a conse-
quent readjustment of the classes. '

In a school composed of several grades and taught by one
teacher, his judgment alone is all that is needful, until another
teacher is to receive his pupils and carry them on in the course of
instruction, when another element—that of his ability and honesty
enters into the case. As a system of schools enlarges, and the
work of a single grade is to be done by a number of teachers,
and the work of the next grade is to be done by an entirely
different, set of teachers, the propriety of advancing the pupils
on the sole recommendation of their teachers becomes more than
problematical. Without raising the question of the honesty of the
teachers, the standard of qualifications will necessarily be variable,
as the differing judgments of a number of equally honest teachers

*
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will surely make it, While, therefore, the judgment of the teacher
should have a place in determining the promotion of his pupils,
the liability to the deflection of that judgment, by the competition
that will inevitably exist among a number of teachers of the same
grade, must be met and counteracted by the use of some other
device by which the desired uniformit® of requirements and
standard of attainments shall be secured.

_ The system is to this extent responsible for'the evils, if any, that
necessarily result from the use of examinations for promotion.

But, I think, it may be shown that examinations, conducted
for their leyitimate purposes of determining the proper classifica-
tion of the puplls and of incidentaily diecovering defects that
may exist in the metheds of instruction employed by the
teachers, are not in themselyes an evil, but that theyarea neces.
sity and, properly and wisely conducted, a means of good. Iiis
not denied that evil effects do very commonly result froza exami-
nations for promotion, but the evil is in their abuse, and not in
the examinations themselves. )

The abuse consists in making them almost’ the only means of
determining (he relative merits of the teachers, their promotion

and pay, and even their continuance in position.

" While they may rightly be made one of the factors in ascer
taining these things, there are others that sh.uld be as carfully
taken into the account. When examinations are used as the sole
means of deciding th:. matters named, forced by the instinct of

" gelf-preservation, the teacher comaes to look upon the examina-
tion as the end for which he is to work, and the making of all the
pupils of his class pass the ordesl of the final examination the
goal of his ambition. When this is the case, the true ends of
teaching are lost sight of, and with them have gone rational
methods and conscientions work. The “ wares are being pre-
pared for the market,” and nothing more. It would not be diffi-
cult to conceive of a case in which, judged by trme standards, it
would be more to the credit of the teacher if ome-third of his
class should fail to pass than if al} should pass. But under this
abnormal use of examinations, in the place of teaching in the
true seuse of leading a pupil to the exercise, in a healthful man-
ner, of his powers of mind and heart, {here has been brought to
bear the unnatural stimulus of an appeal to his pride and ambi-
tion and the still more unnatural process of cramming the

&
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memory with the contents of text-books in order to the passing
of an examination, regardless of true mental culture or perma-,
nency of acquirement. )

The effect upon the pupils is equally p<riicious—they come to
look upon the passing of an examination as the chief end of their
school work, and, as one sham leads to another, the means by
which the eud i8 attained are rot always honestly chosen.

The fault ~ore is not in the system of schools, as such, aor in
the examinauons for promotion, as such, but in the maladminis-
tration of the system and in the misuse of the examinaticn.
Other evils are the natural outgrowth of this one. Asc¢ramming
has taken the place of teaching, the massing of large numbers of
" pupils into ~ngle <lasses, in order that they may be the more
conveniently cramm.d, is only too natural. Close upon the
heels of this comes, not less naturally, a resort to that p .ragon of
cramming processes, the concert conning and recitation of les-
sons—the modern school-room abomination, when carried to
excess.

As a matter of fact, study, in any proper sense, has almost
entirely disappeared from many a school-room. The opportunity
for downright individual study is almost wholly lost, and ir the
place of a suitable alternation of study and recitation, has come
. an almost continuous exercise that is a sort of Lybrid—neither
study proper, nor recitation prope:—that goes on from morning
till evenin  varied only by change from one subject to another.
It seems to me that this brings us very near to the root of the
evil, which is voiced in the complaint that our pupils do not
know how to study, and have not been trained to think.

In my judgment, therefore, the first step in the direction of
reform is 1o remand the examination to its legitimate uses—the
clagsification of pupils for the purposes of instruction—and
enabling the superintendent to discover and t remedy faults in
methods of teachirg—giving due consideration to the judgment
" of the teachers in the former, and recognizieg the other factors
that enter into the work of the successful teachers in the latter.

When teachers come to be relieved of the incubus that the
examination too often is, many of thera—all that are true teachers
or capable of becoming suc..—will return to (if they have aban-
doned them) or adopt (if they have never used them) more
rational methods of teaching.



156 THE EDUCATIGNAL RECORD.

As important constituents of this reform there will be an aban-

¢ donment of that school-room'2bomination, the concert conning of
lessons, and the very sparing use of concert answering in the
recitation—a sharper discrimination between study and recitation,
and the assigning to each its cwn pr~per functions.

In ofderto reach some practical cox..lusions it will be necessary
to look a little more closely into the relations of those two most
important occupations of the school-room—study and recitation.
And, first, it may not be without wse to recall the definitions of
these terms, and to bring clearly before our minds the ideas repre-
sented by them. '

Webster defines study as “ a setting of the mind or thoughts
upon a subject; hence application of the mind to books, to arts or
science, or to any subject, for the purpose of learning what was
not known before.”

Recitation is the act of repeating; of telling over; or going
#over in its particulars what has been learned ; relating ; narrating.
*  These definitions set forth clearly that these are two essentially

different and distinct occupations of the mind. However much
they may overlap or be intermingled in the exercises of theschool,
they remain, in themselves, distinct.

As soon as the little child has voluntarily turned its attention
to any object and has discovered any fact about it that he did: not
know before, he has as truly performed an act of studying as the
philosopher, who, by protracted effort, has brought forth a truth
that is destined to revolutionize a science. And when the little
child has told in a simple way, io parent or teacher what he has
learned, he has as truly recited as has the college student, when
he has gone over the profogndest demonstration in mathematics.
The differzace is in degree and not in kind of activity.

I. With the youngest pupils these two occupations are practi-
cally blended —the same exercise being in parts study and in parts
recitation. Under the immediate direction of the teacher, the
little one, for a very brief interval, turns its childish thought to
some object, and immediately tells the teacher what it has seen.
The little one is learning, under wise and affectionate guidance,
how to study. In a school of sach pupils the intervals between
the exercises are filled with such recreations, having more or less
relation to their school progress, as the ingenuity of the teacher
may enable her to devise.
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II. Bet as pupils advance in the course of study, the two occu-
pations of study and recitation s hould become more and more
sharply diseriminated, and the arrangements of the school-room
and its exercises be made to provide for each. Pupils will become
able to make some use of books us sources of knowledge, and how
to study from them should be made an important part of their
instruction. They should early be made to feel that their text-
books are but helps, and that it is to. the mastery of subjects, and
not to the memorizing of text-books that they are to bend them-~
selves. There should also be definite intervals of time allotted tor
study, and pupils led to rely more and more upon themselves for
the mastery of their lessons. There is a constant tendency, under
the usually existing order of things, to the teacher to help too
much ; and when this temptation is yielded to, pupils are not slow
to fall into the habit of surrendering to a difficulty, the moment
it presents itself, and expecting the teacher to come to the rescus,
instead of bravely eandeavoring to conquer for themselves. - The
end of instruction is discipline and not to pass an-examination.
It is what'a pupil dees for himself that really educates him—not
what he is helped over or has done for him. Selfreliance and
confidence in results reached constitute the real mental fiber of the

.truly educated person. The lack of confidence in the results of
their own study is one of the marks of the poorly taught pupils.
‘While stady—self-reliant, confident study—is the only sure means
of gaining mental culture through the acquisition of knowledge,
so the recitation of the resultgof study, the telling over to another,
in its particulars, the krowledge gained, is a most valuable means
of fixing the knowledge permanently in the mind. Indeed, it has
been said that we do not really know a thing until we have told
it to another. The engagement of the mind with the subject, that
accompanies the act of reciting, in its reflex action, roots the
matter 80 deeply in the memory that it is not easily effaced.
Every teacher realizes this in the added clearness with which his
own knowledge of a subject stands out in his own mind after he
has taught it to bis class. So, in recitation, the pupil is for the
moment, the teacher. T,

Just here, it cannot be too strongly insisted upon_that memory
is not of words only, bat of ideas and thoughts, nor too forcibly
cautioned that the tendency to memorize words without their
ideas must be constantly watched and counterdcted. We are too
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apt, in an anxiety for “perfect” recitations, to be satisfied with
mere verbal results of study. Unfortunately, too, the difficulty of
framing questions for a written examination, so as to get beneath
the pupil's forms of words and probe bis understanding of the
subject, has contributed to this tendency.

How to use the study hour is a proper, though often neglected,
subject of instruction. Teaching, indeed, relates to the study hour
even more than it does to the recitation hour, inasmuch as it is the
inspiration of true teaching that sends the pupil to the study of a
lesson in that attitude of mind that wins success in the mastery
of it. Hence, the study hour needs the oversight of the teacher
in order that its opportunities may be made the most of. While
the pupil is left to himself for the mastery of a lesson, it pre-
supposes that a lesson has been properly chosen by the teacher,
and assigned with suitable directions as to how to study it. This
antecedent preparation for the study of s lesson is the point at
which study and recitation touch each other, for here the connec-
tion of the lesson recited with that which is to be studied should
be made to appear, and the pupil caused to feel that he i not
to study merely to puass creditably through the recitation hour,
but to gain a masterful knowledge of a subject—that he is to
recite in order that he may study rather than the reverse.

Pupils should be taught, too, that success in the mastery of a
lesson dves not come from going over it 1any times, but from the
intensity with which the mind is engaged upon it. The habit of
writing out an abstract of or notes on 2 lesson while studying it
(notin the language of the bouk, unless the nature of the lesson be
such as to require it), is a valuable one.

The recitation, as we have seen, is chiefly valuable to the pupil
in its reflex influence in fixing in his mind the ¥nowledge he has
acquired. It is valuable to him, also, in other directions. It is
his oppormmt,y to acquire puwer of expression, if, as should be
the case, he is encouraged, and in all proper cases, required to
state t,he results of his study in his own and in correct language.
He acquires self-confidence, and the ability to think, while stand-
ing upon his feet in the presence of his audionce of teachers and
fellow-pupils. It is no mean accomplishment for the boy or girl
to be able to stand before the blackboard and go over, in correct lan-
guage and logical sequence, the solution of a problem, the demon-
stration of a proposition, or the analysis of & sentence. Valuable
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as the written recitation is, this oral recitation, if correct and
lucid expression be insisted on, is immensely more s0; and while
writing may be used for the purpose of reaching all the members
of a class, it should come in rather as a part of the preparation,
leaving the recitation hour mainly for the training of the pupils,
and as many of them as possible, in the oxal expression of
thought.

There are certain conditions needed to realize the benofits of
that proper adjustment of study and recitation that has been
herein sketched. The best results of recitation cannot be
reached when classes are so large as to be unwieldy. While it is
true that one teacher can handle a much larger class than
another, and that there are some teachers, so-called, who ought
not to have more than one pupil in a class, there is a limit, oven
in the case of the best teacher, that cannot be passed without

- risk of failure.

This fact, together with the desirability that pupils should have
time in school hours to study as well as to recite, points to what
may one day, even in this latitude and longitude, be regarded as
a wise innovation and a necessary expedient—the division of each
class into two sections in the leading subjects, in order that there
may not only be smaller classes in recitation, but also opportunity
for the proper alternation of study and recitatiori. The educa-
tional pendulum swings back and forth between extremes, and,
by-and-by, settles down to a happy mean. The estreme of the
one-class system has bsen reached in some localities long enough
for its evil effects to manifest themselves, and already the notes
of change are sounding, and the pendulum has started on its
return trip.

I do not advocate the placmg of two distinct grades in one
room, though that is not the worst calamity that can befall a
school, but the division, as just named. This has been the prac-
tice in St. Louis, Indianapolis, and other places for years, and
thoughtful educators in still other localities are beginning to
advocate the change.—The Educational Courant.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT OF BISHOP'S
COLLEGE, LENNOXVILLE. :

10 March, 1885.

RrporT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF TRUSTEES ON THE ACCOUNTS OF
1884.—Owing to the early date of the Meeting of Corporation,
called specially to receive the resignation of the Principal, it was
impossible to have the Accounts passed by the Trustees, who are
scattered in different parts of the Province, but it was thought
desirable that the Corporation should be informed of the state of
the College finances, and the present Report is submitted on the
authority of the Chairman alone. The Accounts have been duly
audited and found correct.

The Balance Sheet at the close of the year presents some
changes as compared with the previous year, amongst which the
most important are comprised under the heads of the Harrold .
Fund, the Principal’s Salary Endowment Fund, and the Applied
Science Fund. Subscriptions have been obtained for all these
Funds, the amounts being respectively, for the:

‘Harrold Fund............ venenvererereresesenerneseees. $3,464 95
Principal’s Salary Endowment Fand............... 2,548 79
Applied Science Fund.....covuuueuenn erernrerannereenn. 460 42

.The College is indebted to the exertions of the Professor of
Divinity, the Rev. Dr. Roe, for these large subscriptions in aid of
the two first named funds, and it is satisfactory to find that in ad-
dition to the amount now standing at the credit of the Harrold
Fund ($19,360.00) further subscriptions are expected, which will
enable the College to claim the promised donation of Robt. Ham-
ilton, Esq., and secure the full amount of $25,000.00 required for
this Fund. The Principal’s Salary Fund will also be completed
very shortly—there being an amountsubscribed, though not as yet
collected, which, with Mr. Hamilton’s promised donation, will
secure a permanent investment of $10,000.00.

It is to -the Alumni that the College is indebted for the Applied
Science Fund, and it must be a source of great satisfaction to the
friends of the College to find that the interest in Alma Mater and
the great work of Superior Educatior is maintained amongst
those who have gone out into the world from these walls.

The Profit and Loss Statement shewing the Current Income
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and Expendlture of the College for the year is not quite so satis-
factory as could be desired. A deficit in the year was anticipated,
and an attempt was made- to establish a Guarantee Fund to meet
such deficit, but it was deemed inexpedient to press it whenso many
efforts were being simultaneously made. ~ The loss of the year
has amounted to $542.14, owing to heavy outlay in what may be
clagsed in some respects as exceptional repairs and expenses, and
this sum, added to the former debit balance of $157.49 makes the
whole debit balance $699.63. The amount, although not satis-
factory, is at the same time not large, and as the Harrold Fund
will before long be completed, when the interest of the Fund will
be applied to the Divinity Chair, and the ordinary Funds of the .
College, hitherto apphed to this purpose will be released, no de-
ficit is anticipated in the carrying on of the work of the (,ol]ege
for the current year.

R. W. HeNERER,

Chairman.

Rerort orF THE PrIiNoIPAL.—The condition of Bishop’s College
remains very much the same as at the time of my last report. -

The sanitary condition of the College, judging from the health
of the Students, is unexceptionable. There has been no illness of
any kind, otherthan slight cases of ordinary indisposition, this
year, as there was none last year. Our numbers do not increase.
In the Michaelmas Term we had 20 Students, and this term we
have 21. Of these, 3 are Graduates attending the Divinity Course,
2 are in the Third Year in Arts, 8 in the Second Year, 7 in the
First Year, and one in the Preparatory Year. Twelve are Candi-
dates for Holy Orders, of whom 5 are from the Diocese of Quebec,
1 from that of Montreal, and 2 from-that of Ontario.

Of'the Students who completed their Art Course last June, one,
Mr. G. A, Smith, is at present engaged in private tuition, but
intends to return to College for his Divinity Course next Septem-
ber; Mr. Alexander has obtained a good appointment as School-
master ; Mr, Nightingale is in our Divinity Class; Mr. Shaw is
in Dublin, taking Divinity Lectures at Trinity Collegs; and Mr.
Mesney isin England. The Revd. R. L. Macfarlane is in Priest’s
Orders, and is in charge of the Parish of Lachiue.

The Revds. R. Hewton, M. A., and W. C. Bernard, B. A., who
complefed their Divinity Courss last June, are doing good work
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in the Diocese of Quebec, the former in charge of the Mission of
New Ireland, and the latter in charge of that of Robinson.

The conductof the Students is good, and: there is a fair amount
of steady work being done by them.

The Teaching Staff of the College remains the same as for the
last two years; and I have again to record my warm appreciation
of their generous and loyal support, and their faithful and efficient
work. During -the temporary absence in the Michaelmas Term
of the Revd. Professor Roe, for the work imposed upon him by .
the Corporation, we had the pleasure of the presence and assist-
ance of the Revd. ¥. J. B. Allnatt, B. D., of whose work it is im-
. possible to speak too highly.

The exertions of Dr. Roe in the matter-of the new Endowments
have been crowned with complete success; but the College still
stands sorely-in need of practi¢al recognition, on the part of the
public generaliy, or at least of Churchmen, of its position as the
one Church University in the Province of Quebec. For want of
such practieal recognition its work and influeuce are at present
narrowed down to the smallest dimensions. But if ever the
Church in this Province shall wake up to the necessity, first, of
husbanding its strength and making the most of it by unity of
effort, and, secondly, of strengthening its own institutions by
wsing them, then will Bishop’s College have the opportunity of
doing a noble work.

1 trust that that time may yet come.
All of which is respeetﬁﬂly submitted.

J. A. LOBLEY,
Principal of Bishop's College.

ReporT oF Bisgop’s CoLLEGE SoHOOL.—Bishop’s College School -
continues to prosper. Ihave to report a slight increase in the
number of Boys in the School since last year, notwithstanding an
unusually large exodus, in the summer, of those who had finished
(or were supposed to have finished) their education.

With the exeeption of one case of typhoid fever, which mani-
fested itself soon after the opening of the Michaelmas Term, and
in which the disease had undoubtedly been contracted before the
boy left his home, there has been no serious illness of any kind
during the year.
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The School maintained its position in the University School
Examinations last June, by securing four out of the first eleven
places in the list of successful ‘candidates for the senior certificate.
It also obtained a signal success in the examinations for entrance
into the Kingston Military College, the 1st, 2nd aad 6th of the
successful eandidates being Lennoxville Boys. These successes,
and those of the previous year, prove that, although we caunnot
hope to secure such honors as these every year, the School has no
reason to shrink from competition with all the other Schools in
the Dominion,

The Staff of Masters has changed but slightly. We still have
Professor Read as Senior Classical Master, and Mr. Leray as
French Master—men whose reputation as teachers is well es-
tablished. Mr. Clinton as Senior, and Mr. Petry as Second Resi-
dent Master, are doing work which cannot be too highly com-
mended. In September, Mr. H. M. Rowell, of the McGill Normal
School, was appointed a Junior Resident Master, with the special
charge of the 1st Form, and he has given great satisfaction. Mr.
R. N. Hudspeth, B.A., of Trinity College, Toronto, who takes the
post of Third Resident Master, only joined us after Christmas, but
he has proved himself already a competent and painstaking
Master.

1 have to record with deep regret the death of our former As.
sistant Master, Mr. W. Liyater, B.A., who had been for some time
failing under the ravages of comsumption, and passed away on
the 23rd of June last. ' .

Our Lady Matron, to whom I referred in my last report as
having lately come among us, has fully justified all our hopes and
enjoys the fullest confidence, not only of the Committes, but also
of the Boys and their Parents.

I consider the present condition and organization of the School
to be in the highest degree satisfactory, and its prosPects for the
future of the best and brightest.

_ All which is respecifally submitted.

"J. A. LOBLEY.
Rector of Bishop’s College School.

12.
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McGILL NORMAYL SCHOOL.

The annual meeting for the awarding of diplomas and the dis.
tribution of prizes took place in the McGill Normal School on
Belmont street, on Thursday afternoon, May 28th. The hall was
crowded with the friends of the pupils and a great number of
persons were unable to obtain seats.

At three o’clock Hon. Gédéon Ouimet took the chair, and on
the platform were noticed Dr. Robins, Dr. McGregor, Prof. Darey,,
Rev. Principal MacVicar, Archdeacon Evans, Rev. Mr. Campbell
Judge Torrance, Inspector MeGregor, and Mr. J. R. Dougall. The
proceedings opened with a chorus by a number of young ladies,
under the direction of Prof. Fowler, who sang Mendelssohn’s
“Farewell to the Forest” in a very creditable manner,

The Chairman then calléd upon Dr. Robins for the annual
report and a list of diplomas :—

ANNUAL REPORT.
The Honorable the Superintendent of Public Instruction:—

Sie,—Permit me at the close of the 29th session of the McGill
Normal School to report that the number of persons admitted as
teachers-in-training during the past session is 111, of whom 10 are
males and 101 females. Sixty-two are residents of country parts,
and 49 are residents of Montreal. Of this number six were
admitted to the academy class, 38 to the model school clasgs and
67 to the elementary scheol class. After the searching examina-
tions of December and May, fatal as they have proved to the
hopes of a few, and after such diminution of our nuinber as results
from the changes of time, we are able to present to you, to receive
their well-earned diplomas, six teachers of academies, thirty-two
of model schools and thirty-seven of elementary schools, besides
three university graduates (one of Bishops’s College and two of
McGill) entitled alsp to academy diplomas. This hand of gelect
teachers, well endowed with natural gifts, disciplined by study
and by practice, and singerely desirous of discharging duty with
exemplary faithfulness, will go forth, as s> many hundreds of their
.predecesgors have gone, to uphold the honor of this school, of
connection with which we all are proud, by fulfilling the solemn
obligations that talent and opportunity impose. This past season
has besn marked by important changes to which I must briefly
advert. ‘
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During the convention of the Protestant teachers of Qubbec,
held two years since, at which you, sir, with your accustomed
interest in education and kindness towards teachevs, attended, the
Protestunt School Inspectors, Messrs. Hubbard, McLaughlin,
McGregor and McGrath, proposed and discussed with the conven-
tion the conducting of teachers’ institutes in various sections of
the province for one month annually, thus bringing some of the
advantages of the Normal School near to those teachers who,
anxious to improve, are yet unable to sacrifice the time and to
to incur the expense necessary for attendance at the Normal
School. To provide professional help in the management of
these institutes .it was proposed to shorten the Normal school
gsession one mounth and to employ its staff in this work. These
suggestions met not only your concurrence but your hearty
snpport, and being submitted in due course to “he Normal School
committee, to the Protestant Committee of the Council of Public
Instruction, and to the Government of the Province, received
finally the authorization of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council.
This is why we are met to-day to close the Normal School one
month earlier than has hitherto been customary. This change,
made primarily in the interest of conntry .eachers who have not
had regular professional training, will be of incidental advantage
to the Normal Schoul.. The long strain of a ten months’ session with
one month of anxious examinations during hot summer weather
has always been too much for women, who, all dissuasions not-
withstanding, will expend their last reserve of strength in doing
their work with a punctxhous exactness. This too long strain
will be relieved , the saving of expense to pupils from the country
will be conmdelable and, by ineisting on betler preparation of
candidates for admission, we shall be able at least to maintain the
standard of scholastic attainment, whkile devoting more time to
special professional training. This matter of special plufebsional
training is one to which we have given great attention in the past
yoar. Instead of the time-honcured one hour a week of furmer
segsions, we have, since Christmas, devoted three hours to the art
of teaching, if I may judge from the late examinations, very
much to the advantage of the class.

During this session we have had two valuable special courses,
one by the Reyv. E. 1. Rexford, B.A., the talented and indefati-
gable English secretary of the Department of Public Instruction,
on School Law and its History; and one on Botany by the
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enthusiastic and able Professor of Botany in McGill College, Mr.
Penhallow. Theso courses. have been of the greatest possible
value. I ounly regret that our means will not permi% a greater
development of this feature of short courses by specialists. }

The new ora in female education, inaugurated in this Province -
by the munificence of the Hon. Donald Smith, and by the wise
arrangements of McGill University, cannov fail to affeect pro-
foundly the interests of the Normal School. For rearly thirty
years past, the Normal Schools, Laval and McGill, have repre-
gented in this Province the education of women as distinguished
from the education of girls. Our doors have been beset by those -
- who were willing to pay the cost of the education we here
impart, who were even willing to endure the drudgery of tha%
professional training here necessarily linked to that education,
but who were not willing to pledge themselves to teach. Against
sll such, cur doors have been closed. We sincerely congratulate
them on the advantages now open to them in the McGill Uni-
versity. To these advantages some of our own body of pupils
turn their eyes with longing. They have tasted the sweets of
learning, they are prepared to profit by wider opportunities; aud
for the country at large it will ve well if this longing can be
gratified. There is no better foundation of national prosperity
than wide-spread elevating education, and there is mo more sue-
cessful and speedy means for securing many of the most impor-
tant elements of such an education than scattering throughout
the country, as teachers, enthusiastic, well-thught women.

I congratulate this Province then, as I congratulate the Alumns
of this school, on the fact which I am now able to announce, that
McGill and St. Francis colleges have agreed to accept the training
of the Academy class of the Normal School on certain just con-
ditions, as equivalent to that of the first year of the collegiate
course, and -will receive successful Academy students without
further examination into the second year ofthe University course.

I have further to announce that the governors of McGill Uni-
versity have generously provided three scholarships, giving
exemption from class fees to the most successful who fill the
requisite conditions. I am not without hope that Bishop’s Col-
lege and Morrin College will also agree to receive our Academy
class to the second year of their course without examinaiion, and
that the Protestant Committee of the Councii of Public Instrue-
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tion will grant the Normal School the power of furnishing some
agsistance to those of our students who, under the pledge ‘to
teach, prosecute somewhat further their studies in-any of these
institutions.

I have further to announce that we expect a former lady
graduate of the Normal School, who has since been trained at
South Kensington, and who has had large experience in teaching
the subject, to take charge of the drawing classes in the Normal
School next session, and to devote to this most important branch,
not merely of ssthetic but of intellectual culture, twice as much
time as has hitherto been devoted to-it.

I regret extremely to have to report that the arrangements of
our building are quite uusuitable to our needs, that it requires
cleaning and renovation, and that we suffer from cold and lack of
breathing space. May I hope that means may be found to remedy
these evils with the least possible delay ?

It only remains to thank my friends, the professors of the school,
for hearty and able eo-operation, to record my sense of the deep -
obligations under which we are laid by the gratuitous labors of -
the several clergymen who have conducted with so much profit the
religious instruction classes, to acknowledge the valuable services
of the Normal School Committee, and especially of its presiding
officer, Sir William Dawson, and to express t. hope that we of
the Normal School, teachers and pupils, have discharged the
arduous duties of another year to the satisfaction of yourself per-
sonally, and of the Protestant Committee of the Council of Public
Instruction.

At the conclusion of the report Dr. Robins read a telegram
received from Sir William Dawson, regretting his inability to be
present, on account of the session of the Royal Society at Ottawa,
and extending his greetings to the young lady teacheys.

The distribution of diplomas then took place, Hon. Mr. Quimet
conferring the diplomas, while Dr. Robins read the following
list of successful candidates:—

UNIVERSITY GRADUATES.
(20.F. Calder, B.A.; 2. W, H. ’I‘urger, B.A.; 8. J. W. Alexander, B.A.

ACADEMY DIPLOMAS,
1. Maude Clarke, Montreal —Marquis of Lansdowne silver medal ;
honorable mention in logic, old English, British history, Greek, Latin,
trigonometry, French, elocution, drawing and penmanship.
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2. Janet Laurie, Montreal—Honorable mention in logic, British history,
Greek, Latin, trigonometry and writing.

3. Barbam Irving, Montreal—-Honorable meation in logic, British his-
tory; Greek, Latin, trigonometry and writing.

4. Florence N. Wilson, Montreal—Honorable mention in logic, British
history, Greek, Latin, trigonometry and writing.

5. Laura J. Binmore, Montreal-—-Honorable mention in Latin and tri-

* gonometry.
6. Isabel Reed, Montreal-—Honorable mention in British history.

MODBEL SCHOOL DIPLOMAS.

1. Flora Taylor, Montreal—Prince of Wales medal and prize ; honor-
able mention in art of teaching, geography, English language, composi-
tion, spelling and derivations, English literature, Grecian history, agri- -
culture, grammar, arithmetic, algebra, geometry, book-keeping, Latin,
French, elocution, drawing, penmanship.

2. Elizabeth. Hepburn, Robinson, Bury—Honorable mention in geogra-
phy, composition, spelling and derivations, arithmetic, algebra, geometry,
book-keeping, Latin, Greek, vocal music,

3. Alice Maud Wils.n, Montreal—Honorable mention. in art of teaching,’
composition, English literature, grammar, geometry, book-keeping, Latin,
French, penmanship.

4. Ada Byron Elmsly, St. John's, Nfid—Honorable mention in art of
teaching, English language, composition, spelling and derivations, gram-
mar, aigebra, geometry, Latin, Greek, French, and instrumental musie.

5. Alice Grey Elmsly, St. John’s, Nfid— Honorable mention in com-
positios, grammar, arithmetic, algebra, geometry, Latin, French, and
instrumental music.

6. Mary E. E. Hunt, Montreal—Honorable mention in spelling and
derivations, graminar, arithmetic, algebra, book-keeping, Latin, Greek,
French, and drawing.

7, Janet G. McBratney, Montreal—Honorable mentionin art of teach-
ing, English language, composition, spelling and derivations, grammar,
book-keeping, Latin, elocution and penmanship.

8. Mary Eliza McConkey, Montreal—Honorable mention in arithmetic,
algebra, genmetry, biok-keeping, Latin, drawing.

9. Ada .\lice McCnwan, Montrea.l——Honorable mention in art of teach-
ing, grammar, geometry, Latin, French.

10. Henrietta Shirreffs, Sherbrooke—Honorable mention in geography,
composition, algebra, geometry, Latin, and penmanship.

11. Thomas Henry Wingham, Montreal—Honorable mention in Grecian
history, geometry and book-keeping.

12. Jane Frances Bickerdike, Montreal.

13. Mabel Isidore Aldrich—Compton—Honorable mennon in composi-
tlon, book-keéping and drawi ng.

14. Maud Rebecca Lindsay, Waterloo — Honorable mention in book-
keeping and drawing.
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15. Flora Evelyn Currie, Montreal—Honorable mention in drawing and
instrumental music.

16. Annie Craig, Montreal—Honorable mention in elocution and vocal
music.

17. Jessie M. McIntosh, Cazaville—Honorable mention i in spellmg and
derivations, grammar and algebra.

18. Caroline McKay Smith, Montreal—Honorable mention in elocutxon.

18. Annie Baker, Dunhs a~—Honorable mention in instrumental muste,

20. Hermine Duval, Grand Ligne—Honorable mention in French.

21. Alice Louise Doudist, Montreal.

22. Sarah Priscilla Aigslie, Holton.

23. Mary Jane Moore, Lacolle.

24. Florence Harriet Moss, Montreal.

25. Laura Martha Higgs, St. Henri.

26. Helen Paton, Luchute.

27, Ada Gertrude Radford, Montreal.

28. Marion Cook, Ormstown. _

29. Wilhelmina Stepher Somerville, Montreal—Honcrable mention in
writing.

30. Margery Augusta McMartin, Grand Fresniére.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DIPLOMAS.

1. Jennie A. Ferguson, Cazaville—J. C. Wilsun prize, honorabie mention
in spelling and orthoépy, art of teaching, grammar, English literaturs
history, arithmetic, algebra, geometry, mensuration, French.

2. Lilly M. Jubb, Montreal—Honorable mention in geography, art of
teaching, English literature, history, arithmetic, algebra, mensuration,
French, elocution, and penmanship.

3. Frances 1. Beattie, St. Andrew’s—Honoraple mention in art of teach-
ing, grammar, English literature, history, arithmetic, algebrs, geometry,
mensuration, French, slocution and drawing.

4. Rosa C. Edwards, Montreal—Honorrble mention in grammar, Eng-
lish literature, history, arithmetic, algebra, geometry, mensutation, vocal
music and drawing.

5. Isabella Cameron, Montreal—Honorable mention in grammar, arith-
metic, algebra, geometry, mcnsuration and vocal music.

6. William S. England, Dunham — Fonorable mention i. reography,
English hterature, history, arithwetic, algebra, geometry and mensura-
tion.

7. Marion Seebold, Montreal — Honorable roention in spelling” and
orthoepy, art of teaching, arithmetic and French.

8. Eleanor E. Ibbotson, Montreal-— Honorzble mention in arithmetic,
algebra and mensuration,

9. Jessie W, Stewart, Montreal—Honorable mention in history and
elocution.

10. Matilda C. Gross, Montreal—-—Honorable mention in art of teaching
and writing.
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11. Mary Jane Simpson, Ormstown—Honorable mention in grammar,
arithmetic, algebra, geometry and writing.

12. Alice H. Thomas, Birchton—Honorable mention in hlstory, arith-
metic and geometry.

13. Alice B. Porter, Montreal — Honorable mention in vocal music and
elocution.

14. Elizabeth M. Barr, Montreal—Honorable mentxon in elocutxon

15. Euretta L. Henderson, Ephrem d’Upton—Honorable mention in
vocal music.

16. Irene D. Porter, Montreal— Honorable mention in spelling and
orthoépy.

17. Mary M. J. L. Willson, Ottawa——Honomble mention in writing.

18. Lovisa E. Hunt, Lennoxville.

19. Ida McLeod, Cote St. Antoine—Honorable mention in geomerry.

20. Martha A. Haeusgen, Montreal.

21. Matilda A. Arnc'd, Dundee— Honorable mention in arithmetie,
drawing and writing. i

22. Annie A. Kemp, Lacolle—Honorable mention in history.

23. Victoria E. Elliott, Ulverton.

24. Laura J. Van Vliet, Lacolle—Honorable mention in vocal music.

25. Robina R. Xerr, Cote St. Antoine.

26. Euphemia Graham, Powerscourt.

27. Agnes M. Turnbull, St. Louis de Gonzague.

28. Fannie Clark, Valleyfield —Honorable mention in history and
algebra.

29. Clara A. Bastian, Montmal-—Honorable mention in grammar.

30. Almira M. Green, Clarenceville. ~

31. Charlotte A. Spindlo, Ormstown.

32. Annie A. Noyes, Cushing.

383. Josias D. E. J. Sicard, Montebello.

34. Florence F. Bindon, Learned Plain.

85. Annie Dickson, Dewittville.

86. Mary J. Phillips, Ormstown.

37. Robina M. Hislop, St. Laurent.

Miss McBratney then read a well written valedictory, and Dr.
McGregor delivered the address to the students.

Short addresses were also delivered by the Hon. Gédéon Guimet,
Superintendent of Public Instruction; Rev. Principal MacVicar,

Archdeacon Evans and J. R. Dougall, Esq.
The proceedings were enlivened by instrumental and vocal
music provided by the students under the direction of Professor

Fowler.

.
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. CLIPPINGS FROM REPORTS OF INSPECTORS. 4

(Continued from page 101.)
4,—PROFESSIONAL TRAINING FOR TEACHERS.

Inspector McLoughlin~—Teathers’ Meetings were held in each
of the counties in this district during the first week in June, 1884.
At each of these meetings Rev. Mr. Rexford was present, and
gave addresses on subjects connected with the teacher’s work.
The addresses and discussions at'these meotings are productive of
much good, both in the way of instructing teachers as to the best
methods, and of inciting them to study methods for themselves
and to prepare to teach the seversl subjects moreefficiently. The
attendance at these meetings was very fair, but not as large as it
should have been, considering the advantages that may be derived
from them. .

The Normal Institute held at Dunham during the month of
July, by Dr. Robins, of the Mc¢Gill Normal School, and Rev. Mr.
Rexford, Secretary of the Department of Public Instruction, was
quite successful, having been attended by about seventy teachers,
with an average attendance of about fifty.

The lectures were very interesting and instruective, and the
teachers present expressed themselves as well paid for the time
and trouble of attending and ready to attend another when the
opportunity is offered. :

Attendance upon such institutes from year to year will do much
towards nraking up for the lack of professional training.

Inspector McGregor—I anticipate grand results from the prac-
tical working of the Teachexs' Institut 5, and trust that some
portion of my district will pariicipate in the benefit next year.

Inspector Miller.—Several means have been suggested for doing
away, at the very outset, with defective methods of teaching. The
most effective, beyond doubt, would be the establishment of a
Roman Catholic Normal school for girls inthe district of Montreal.

It would perhaps be possible to replace it by establishing a
special school for the purpose of giving a thorough practical and
theoretical instruction in the art of teaching to young girls already
in possession of a certificate from the Boards of Examiners.
These boards, as at present constituted, can only givea certificate
of compatency; the proposed school woald give a certificate show-
ing that the persoz holding it has been specially trained to per-
form the important duties of a teacher.

Another means which is less efficacious, but much more eco-
nomical, would be to institute annual conferences of teachers in
each school municipslity.

Mr Nantel makes the following suggestion, with regard to this
subject in Lis first report: .

“Could not the government grant & small subsidy to the inspec-
tors, so that they might, from time to time, give lessons in the are
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of teaching to the teachers under them ? We have lectures on
agriculture, why should there not be lectures in the interest of
public instruction ? The inspector, during his visits, could meet
all the teachers of a municipality, in the most central school, and
give them a lecture in which he would speak of the art of teaching,
and explain to them the best methods to be followed, and if
necessary, by combining practice with theory, he might teach a
class in presence of the assembled teachers. It seems to me that
such a lecture would have good resnlts.”

Inspector Lefebvre.—In connection with the professional capacity
of our female teachers, I am of opinion that it should be enacted,
that in a given number of years no teacher should have the right
to teach without having first followed a course of teaching for at
least three months. In order to make this more feasible, a class
in at least one convent in each inspectorate should be established.
The condition of admission to these classes would be the holding
. of a certificate from one of our Board of Examiners as now
required ; this is done, I believe, in some European countries.

Inspector Stenson.—About two years ago when treating of this
question in my report, I said that T was very anxious that teach-
erg’ conventions should be held in my district. At such conven-
tions T would like to see lessons given in the art of teaching by
practical and experienced professors like those of the Normal
schools. I would suggest that the Government defray the ex-
penses of the teachers who would attend these conventions. Iam
at present more than ever convinced of the usefulness of teachers’
meetings systematically organized. Adverse circumstances have
prevented me from ca rying out the intention I had formed of
ggféting the teachers t meet here in Sherbrooke this summer—
1384,

I was convinced tha. without the powerful assistance of the
Department of Public Instruction and unless I were able to offer
suifable and gratuitous hospitality to the teachers from the
country, I would not get a great many together, but nevertheless
T was resolved to take the first step in that direction this year,
with the firm belief that the plan would become gufficiently popu-
lar and important to recommend itself strongly to the school
authorities. I was prevented from doing so, but I had the advan-
tage of attending the Normal Institute of Protestant Teachers at
Richmond in the month of July last, and I was enabled tosee that
I was right in thinking -that meetings of the kind would be of-
great benefit to the teaching staff. Not only would they be import
ant and produce guod results, but they are of absolute necessity



TEACHERS’ MEETINGS, 173

TEACHERS' MEETINGS.

During the first and second weeks of June the annual meet-
ings of teachers which the Protestant Inspectors are now required
to hold took place in the districts of St. Francis and Bedford.
The meetings were held at Cookshire, Hatley, Richmond, Sutton
and Bedford, each occupying one day. They were well attended,
not only by the teachers of the locality in which the meetings
were held, but also by School Commissioners and rate-payers.
This is the third year that these meetings have been held. Each
meeting was conducted by the Inspector of the district who was
assisted by the Rev. Elson I. Rexford, Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction and by local teachers. The Inspectors
reviewed the work of the past few years, referring to the progress
that had been made and pointing out the defects which require
special attention at the present time. They referred to the good
results which had already flowed from the yearly engagement
of teachers, the uniform series of text books, and the use of the
course of study; and they urged upon their teachers the import-
ance of giving speeial atter.ion to the classification of their
schools, 80 as to secure the smailest number of classes possible.
The Inspectors gave special at'2ution to the course of study and
urged upon teachers the nece-sity of their carrying out its
requirements in their schools. %ae division of the school-year
into terms also came up for consideration and the Inspectors
strongly recommended that in rural districts where the school
year is limited to eight months, the school should open on the
first September and close on the 30th June and that there should
be two weeks vacation at Christmas and six weeks vacation in
March and April when the roads are breaking up in the Spring.
This arrangement has been adopted in a large number of muxzi-
cipalities and it is to be hoped that it will be adopted generally
throughout the Eastern Townships. The Secretary of the Depart-
ment took up the subject of Scripture History and dwelt upon
the importance and necessity of giving more attention to this
important branch of our children’s education. The Secretary
also brought before the notice of the teachers, the subjects of
Reading, Language Lessons, Pre}l))aration of Lessons, and some
general principles which should be observed by the teacher in
teaching the different school subjects. Mr. Passmore at Rich-
mond and Mr. Wardrope at Bedford gave some very valuable
practical suggestions concerning the teaching of Arithmetic.
The-attendance at these meetings varied from 25 to 40 teachers,
besides school commissioners and ratepayers. Those present
were evidently interested in the work and the meetings will no
doubt be productive of much good, :
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TEACHERS’ INSTITUTES. .

These Normai Institutes now form a regular part of our school
system. They were held for the first time last year at Richmond
and Dunham, as an experiment. They succeeded so well that they
have since been recognized as part of our educational machinery,
and our Normal School session has been shortened to enable the
professors to devote one month to this special work. Three
Institutes will be held during the month of July next. One at
Bishop’s College, Lennoxville, beginning Tuesday, June 30th;
one at Waterloo, beginning Tuesday, July 7th; one at Ormestown,
beginning Tuesday, July 14th. Each Institute will continue in
sesgion four days. The following daily programme of work has
been propared and will be adhered to at each Imstitute go far as
circumstances will permit,

Hour. Lecturer. Subject.

10 R RL et 2 st i,
Grammar.
10-11 Dr. Robin8e.evee ounnn. Drawing.
Singing.
10-12 Dr. McGregor.......... Arxthmehc.
13-23 Dr. McGregor ceesaes Igensuramon.
23-3% Rey. B 1. Resford and {L"c‘mm '
2 anguage, Lessons
local belp.«..cet.... and Composition.
Singing.
3343 Dr. Robin8....cccevunen Drawmg '
Grammar.

The object of the Institutes is not to give knowledge of the
subjects taught, but to discuss the best methods of teaching the
different subjects. In addition to the regular lectures, provision
is made in the programme for work by local teachers. Teachers
of experiences, who expect to be present at the Institutes, are
requested to come prepared to take up some point or subject
which may be useful to the teachers present. A question box
will be provided at each mesting and teachers are requested to
write out question. which they may desire to ask concerning
sabjects touched upon in the lectures or concerning their school
work and to place them in the question box to be answered by the
professors. - Every effort is being made to reduce the necessary
oxpenses of attendance at the Institutes to a minimun.

A1 LENNOXVILLE, the Co]lecre will receive all who desire to
attend during the four days of the Institute at the actual cost
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of the material consumed, which will reduce the expenses below
the usual Hotel rates. Those desiring to put up at the College,
are requested to send their names to the Rev. A. C, Scarth, Len-
noxville, in order that they may know Just how many to pro-
vide for.

AT WATERLOO & committes has been formed to provide hos-
pitality for the members of the Institute among the residents of
the place. Those teachers who intend to be present at Waterloo
are requested to send their names to E. Slack, Iisq., Waterloo, in
order that places may be provided for them. Those who desire
to go to a hotel can obtain accommodation for seventy-five cents
a day for the four days, or one doller a day for shorter periods.
The South-Eastern Railway will issue free return cheques to
teachers holding the Institute certificate who have paid their
fare one way over that road. On Tuesday evening it is proposed
to ‘hold a public meeting in the Town-hall at Waterlon. The
programme will consist of addresses, music and readings. On
the arrival of trains, teachers are requested to report themselves
at the Town-hall, where the members of the local committee will
give them all pecessary information.

At OrMsTOWN special provision is being made for the enter-
tainment of teachers: Teachers intending to be present are
requested to send their names to Inspector McGregor, Hunting-
don, who will make all necessary arrangements. In order that
the arrangements may be as complete and satisfactory as possible,
teachers intending to be present at these Institutes are specially
requested to send in their names at least one week before the date of the
Institute.

These institutes are the most important educational gatherings
of the Province, and they deserve the hearty support of the
teachers, schocl commissioners, and ratepayers of the several dis-
tricts in which they are held. We hope to see a large atiendance
at each of these gatherinzs.

We desire to make the following suggestions to teachers—

1. Make up your minds to attend one of these institutes.

2. When the institute opens attend punctusally and regularly.

3. Come prepared to take full notes of the lectures.

4. Come with the determination to work well during the four
days, and to derive all the benefit possible.

5. Teachers should provide themselves with pencils and erasers
for the lectures on drawing.



Authorized for use in the Schools of Quebec by the Protestant
: Board of Education,

0
Copy Books.
Gage's Copy Books, in 11 numbers, ca88heeesee v cevear .. e eeaenn $0 10
Readers and Spellers.

Gages Canadmn Readers, Part Toeeeeree vovereennooe vanens vreees 0 08
“ Part I vvvennnn. ceenceeactiannanenaans 010

“ “ “ Second Reader ««cveceeeeveneeunnnn cerses 025

« & “ Third Reader «...cc vevvenvevnnnniinn.... 0 40

“ «“ « Fourth Reader...... .cccve. P I 1]

¢ “ “ Fifth Readereecce.serecececconcsseecsenes 0 50

“ « “ Sixth Reader ccceeveeese ebesarccnnaraane 0 90

Gage'’s Practical Speller «...v.vieeveetciiierieiintsenneerascneess 030
Grammar and (Jomposntion.

Miller's Swinton’s Language Lessons. . B R | 9
Swinton’s School Composition «.oetveocererenee. eertaecans ee e 045
Histery. .
Hughes’ Canadian History Primerieceececececccocesan.. Ceeeonees 020
Crelghbon s Epoch Enghsh Higtory, Part I.... ... Cieeeeaan ceeeens 0 50
“«  Part..... Certenaaees e, vees 050
Arithmetic.

Kirkland and Scott’s Elementary Arithmetic.........ccc0iveeeiees 0%
Hamblin Smith’s Arithmetic ........cevn.n cresesraaniaans eeae ... 075
Algebra.

Hamblin Smith’s Algebra.... covececeievereciirtaciiiceenereeces 0 90
Drawing.

Walter Smith's Drawing Cards, First and Second Series ......... 015

“ “ «“ Copies, Nos. 1,2, and ..cvev vevnervn oen 010
“ “  Teachers’ Manual Primary.....cceoveenonn.n veee 100
“ “« “ Intermediate +«vcee tcecencannen vevesese 1 95
‘ : Book-keeplng.
Ga,ge > Standard Buuk-keepmg (Blanks are published for do.)..... 070
Science.
Buckton’s Health in the House ceeeceereterriiiiirridieennennss 0 50
Cuite’s Physiology .............................. Y I 1]
—_—

B> Special Notice to Teachers in Quebec. —SaxpLp, Coptss of any
of the above bocks will be mailed to Teachers for examination, with

a view to introduction, on receipt of HaLr-Prica. Address,

W, J. CGACE & Co.,
' TORONTO, -



