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ORUA;N 0F THE CHINOOK JARGON.

ORIGIN 0F THE CHINOOK JARGON.

In the preface to the -"Chinook Die-
tionary.*" e., by Father Demere and
others, is a statement concerning the
origia of the Chinook Jargon. as fol-
lows :

"The Chinook Jargon was inventedl
by the 'Hudson Bay Company traderm,
Who were mostly French-Canadians.
Having te trade with the nunierous
tribes inhabiting the countries wost
ot the Rocky Mountains, it was ne-
ceesary to have a language under-
stood by ail. Hence the idea ef coi-
poslng the CJhinook Jargon. Fort
Vancouver bcing the principal post,
the traders ot the twenty -aine forts
belonging to the Company on the
western slope. and the Indians froi
overy part of 'that immense country
had te corne te Vancouver for the
trading season. They used Le learu
the Chinook, (Jargon), and then teacli
it te others. lu this inanner it became
universally kaowa.

*'The two firet misiiearies te Ore-
gon, Roi'. F. N. Blanchet, afterwards
Archbishop of P>ortland, Oregon, andis worthy companlon, Itev. Mod.
I)emers, afterwards tirxt Bixhop of
Victoria, B. C., arriveal froin Canada
at Vancouver .on the 24th of Nov.em-
ber, lS3I4. They had to ingtruet nu-
nierons tribes et Indians, and 'the
wiî'cs and childreî of 'the' whites,
Who mpoke offIy the C'hinook. The
twe nIssionarles set tam work te learn
it ; anid ile a few. woekP Pâther Denierti
'had -maot*ued it, a nd began te preach.
Hoe composed a vescabulary,.,Ahieh was
very useful te, other niîlsiares." ne
eernposed severai canticles, whlch thc
Indians learned, and sang with tabite
anmd deligbt. He al8o trunslated al
the Christian prayers int.e the saine
la,îgtage.

Su e~h is the origin o f the Chinook
Jargon. which -enabled the two first
in issionaries in the country to do a
great deal of good anîong the Indians
and half-breedrs."-Rev. L. N. St. Osge,
ini I)emcrs' Chinook DIffionar.

The above Ie completedl by the fol-
lewing extraet from Dr. Geo. Gibbs'
preface to hie Chinook Dictionar-.
publlshed by the Smlthsonian Insti-
tuîtion at Washington. 1). C'., In
.March,18.

"The origin of this Jargon-a con-
ventional language, s4iaiflar to the
Lingua Franca of the Mediterraneani,
the Negro-Englleh-Ditceh of Srinani,
the Iligeon-Englieh of China, and
se veraI otheri' ixed tonguee--dates
back to the fur droquers of the fast
century. Those niariners, whoeeon-
torprise in the liftecn years preceding
1800 explored the Ihtricacies of the
north-weet coast et America, picked
up at their general rendezvou'., Noot-
ka Sound, vartous native werds usotai
iii barter, and 'thence transplanted
thei», with additions f rom the Eng-
lieui, to the shores of Oregon. £lven
before their day, the coasting trade
andl warlike expoditions of the north-
crn tribm, themelves -a, seafaring
race, had openod Up a partial under-
standing of each other's speech, for
when, In 17a, VasicouvereR officere
igilted Giray'@ Harbour, they tounal
that the native@, thougli speaking a
difl'erent langtmge, understood many
words of the Nootka,

"On the arrivaI of Lewis and'Clarke
nt the mouth of the Columbia, Ini 1806,
the new language, trom the sentences
given by them, had evidantly attalaed
somie torse. Ttwas with the arrival of
Astor's, party, however, that the Jar-
gon received usa principal impulse.
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0R1;IN OF" HE- CHINOOK IAR«;ON.

Maymore words of English werù
then broughit iii. and for the first time
the F"rench, or muther the Canadian
andi Missouri patois of the French,
was Introduceti. The principal scat
of the Company being at Astoria, flot
oui> P large addition of Chinook
words wa-i matie, but a consitierable
number wai taken f romn the Ghehalis.,
who immuiediateiy bordered that tribe-
on the north, each owning a portion
of Shlolwatcr Bay. The wortis adopt-
ed front the several languages were,
nal urally cnough, those niost easilv
uttered b>' aIl, excpt, cif (-ourse, that
objiects new to the natives found their
naines in French <or English, an(t
sueh niodittcations wore madie in pro-
nunclation as suiteti tongues accus-
tomed to difféerent sounds. Thus the
gutturals of the Indians were ss>ften-

eor dtroppei ad thcf and r of the
Iiliglirsh andeFrench, to tllienm unpro-
noutnceable, were modified into p and
1. tiranititatlcal forii were redmmced
to their simplest expression, and
variations iii mooti anti tense convey-
cri onl- by adverb,4 or tmy the contexi.
The language continued to receive
additions. and assunieti a more dlis-
tinct andi settiet inueaning under the
North-West and Hudson Bay ('oinpm-
nies, who succeedeti Astor's pert, as
woll as through the Aincrican seters
lit Oregon. Its advantage was soce>
percelveti by the Indians, andi the
Jargo>n beeamie, to soute extont, a
inhans of' coithmunication betw-en
natives of di*ferent speech, as weIl as
bctwcen t.ben andi thSýwhites. It was
even useti as sncb between Americanis
and ('anadians. lt wats at tirsI. mnost
iii vogue upon the Lower (Columnbia
andi the Willanmette. whenee it spreati
to Puget Soti, and,. with the exten-
sion of trade, found its way far up the
coasiqt. as well as the Colunîbia anti
F"raser rivers; anti there are now few
tribes between the 42nd anti 57th
parallels of latitude ln which, there
are not tu lie founti interpreters
through its miediumn. Its8 prevaience
and easly acquisition, wbile of "ast
con venience to traders anti settiers,
has tendeti greatly to hinder the au-
quireitient of the origInai Indian Ian-
g-nages; so tnuch that, exeept by a
few misionarles anti pioneerm, bartiiy
one of theni la spoken or understood
by white nmen In aIl Oregon and Wasb-
lngton Terrltory. Not wlthstanditig

its apparent lbove'rtY in number of
wortis anti the absence of grammnati-

ca frni, it pogsesses inuch more
tlexibulity and power of expression
than iit be imnagineti, anti really
serves a i nost every plîrpose of ordi-
iîary intcrcourse.

" Tle number of wortis constituting
the Jargon proper lias been variously
stated. Many fornierly enîployed.
lhav-e bevoine in great measure oh-
sýolete, while others have been locally
introtiueed. Thus, au the Dalles of
the Columbia, various teris are coin-
ilon whieh would flot be inte1lligible
ai. Astoria or Puget ýSouud. In inak'ng
the foiiowîing selection, 1 have In-
clutict ail those wbich, on reference
to a numnbcr of vocabularies, 1 have
fotinti current at any of these places.
re(jectlng, on the other hand, such as
individuals partialiy acquainteti wlth
the native languages have eniployeti
for their own convenieuce. Tite total
nunîber fails a littie short of tii-e
huntireti words."

Mr. Jamnes Constantine Pilling,
nîiisoulan Institu te, Washington,

2aft-er insorting the above iii the lire-
face of lus llibliograplîy of the Chfi-
nookan Languaiges,' goes on 10 state
that "tmsinternational itiioni Io yet
a live language, andi, thougili lapsîng
into disuse ibeiug superseded by the
English> iii the l and of its bi.rth. is
gratually cxtenduîîg along the north-
west, coast. addiîig to itg vocabulary
jus it trai-els, until it bas, becomeUic
mneans of inter-tribal corn niînicatioi
between tie Indians speaking differ-
cnt languages, and bctween theni andi
the wh ite dwellers iu British Colun-
bis andi portions of Alaska." Indeeti,
theTe meema to be almnost a revival of
the elty interest shown in it, if wc
ina>- judge front the amount of maini-
script inaterial reiating to it now
being made ready to put mbt print.
One of Lime most cuirions anti interest-
ing of ail the curions attenipts wil
have hecuî madle t.o tnstruct and bene-
fît the Indiaus. by nucans of wrltten
characters, is that kmuownt as the

Kamnloops Wawa.' . . . Written
li an international language. 'set up'
ini st-enograph ic cluaracters, anti prin t-
od oui a inimeograph, by its inventor,
editor, reporter. printer and îîubiisu-
er, ail in oxie. tLis little weekly gecms
to leave nothing in ihue way of novelty
to be tiesired.*

The tibovc' was written Mardi lOt>,
189, about t wenty nîontbs before the
"Kamîloops Wawa - began to ha pho-

to-engravîed.
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OUR INIAN CATECHISNM

39. J)oes he commit a greai site, h<'

u-ho rýjecls the (eachinq qsf the Chiî,rch?

He who rejects the teaching of

the Churchi comniits a sin of pride,

wbich is cailed heresy: and which

ieads to Bell.

V

40. W/nil must ive <Jo 1( l#i 10

.Ileaven ?

We must act as good chiidren of

God.

4 1. Mho is a good child of Gol?

He who is, baptized, and beicves

andi acts according to tise true word

of God.

42. W/shere i8 whad ive (ire- to be-

What we are to believe las in the

A posities' Creed.

43. Say t/he Apoatki' Crred.

1 believe in God. etc.

44. Do yjo-u bel ierp si/i thal iii côn-

tamned inii le Apsls'Creil?

Yes, I believe al 
1 that ixs culit.uined

in the Apot;ties' Creed, hecatase ini

B;îptixm Gosi gave ine fitith to be-

is.vu wlinat He has revesali.

45. Iht/ Pi"hil do Ive rec()qnize the

children ql' God?

By the Sign of the Cross.

46. ilou' do !joie mtke (lhe .8iqm Qf

lhe Cross?

I sign the forehead, then the

breivt, then the left shoulder, then

the righ t, and gay: iiIn the bame of

the Father, and of the Son, and of

the Holy Ghost, Amen"

47. I1hal do sou remiember ohçr

flouL iake the Siyn of the Ci-u .?

1 reniemiber the Blessed 'rrinity,

ani Jesius Christ dying on the Cross.

48. lin il syov remenbr the

P//<'.<ed Trieiils/?

Becaiise 1 name the Father. the

son, and the HoIy GhioNt.

419. lin dloyou remembe' lhc Iea
4
l

oj* .Iusss Christ on lite Cross?

Beenaute I forni on Myseif the

Cross oit which Jesus Christ died.

5 O. It'hen s/ii te, ,ake thoe S&qn

AIwity?ç wlseni we priay, and when

wve do anytliia.g, and ivhen we are

tenipt<<I to ) 1> fy ûvii.
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RAW FURS. -READ THIS!

JAS. McMLLAN & C0., Minneapolis, Minn.

R. E. SMITH,
:Established I1S83,

D>EALERt IN

Dry Coods, Croccries,
Boots and Shoes,

Clothing, Millinery,
Carpets,

Hlouse Furnishings, Etc.
KAMLOODPS, B.C.

KAMLOOPS, B.C.

JOS. RATCHIFORD,
Superintendent.

Near the Center of

NICOL7U LRKE.

50 Miles South of KAIMLOOPS,

HleaIIh and
Summer Resort,
BEAUTIFUL SCENERY

AND CLIMATE.

EmD. ORUPE
Proprictor.

INL ANO UENTUNEZ,
IN TOUC ITI I THr

0F TII E

INTERIOR OF B. C.
Subscelption, $2.00 per Year.

SENO FOR SAMPLE COPY FEE.

KAMLOOPS, 'B. C.



OTHEIR PUBLICATIONS :

Bishop Durieuls Chinook Bible History.
interleavedt. 1 vol. bound. post paid.... ..

Xamloops Wawa, 1892, 1893, or 1894.
Prayersï. Thiree volumes, botind :nowv rrc,..

COSMOPOLITAtY HOTEL,
'ru he I&t csaihommans ini

KAMLOOPS, B.C.

KAMLOOPS, B.C.
Deailer .iud manux facturer iii

Stoves, Tinivare. Plumbinq. flara-
ware, Paints. 011 and Glass.

GO TjO

KAMLOOPS, B.C.

I4» lU)-VI ' 'uI CA R1'I.S

M. GAGLIETTO,

General1 Merohant, j
KAMLOOPS, B.C.I

STATUARY DEPARTMVENT .~

D. & J. SARDLIER & GO%.
Gatholia Publish4us, Bookisellers aQdSaioeà

IMPORTEPS OF

123 CHURcH STREET.

TORONTO.
1669 NOTRE DAMIE ST»..

ÏMONTREAL.

WC liave tueBETEt oiixcARJSS m Ski] illaxie~
working on muir Statincs, and %V c;ti supll)v iimmie<li:tely ùr ou1
shiort nlotice. a grcatI Varicty of stntuls of sainits nud Ruligous
Groups, ini al) sin luPlaster. Plastique, Or cect. withi plaiui
or ricli decorations irtisticaliv fiuiilic1C als;o a lag adV.aricdl
assorticuit of' nio0des for rwn.

AIl qtiy<crN art- .*jiv(.fl <,fli. î>cr~~xtbzal tt<x~iu iti xvt urc
daily lai r'ecilpt of1 hlak10 fuI'IInal'W, rontf all

xViîhi Inisi

. cŽiclz, S2.50


