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The

Teachers Month

Rev. R. Douglas Fraser, M.A.,Editor
Rev. J. M, Duncan, B.D., Associate Editor

Vol. VIIl.

Whilst the Sabbath School workers in
other parts of the church have been discus-
ging how a move in the direction of teacher
training may be made, the Presbyterian
College, Halifax, has announced the pro-
gramme of a solid ten days’ course—July
8th to 18th. Sabbath School teachers and
other Christian workers who attend, will find
accommodation in the College buildings,
and besides the professors of the College,
the programme includes such well-known
Canadian names as Professor Walter C.
Murray, of Dalhousie University, ex-Princi-
pal Calkin, Revs. Dr. T. F. Fotheringham,
D. Stiles Fraser and T. C. Jack, and that of
Rev. Dr. Richard Morse Hodge, of Union
Seminary, New York city.

b3
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'(ﬁ'l"] RAW MATERIAL OF AN APOSTLE

In one of his poems, Browning puts into
the lips of Stradivari, the famous violin-
maker of Cremona, the assertion, that even
God could not make one of Stradivari's
violing without Stradivari. The poet ex-
pressed the trath that God, in carrying out
His purposes, uses human instraments, and
that He chooses His instruments with a view
to their fitness for a particular task. The
qualities and powers of each man are the
raw material out of which is fashioned the
preacher, the poet, the artist, the soldier,
the man of business.

The selection of Sanl as an apostle was o
astonishing, that the church would never
have acknowledged his claims without the
most convincing proof that they rested on
divine authority. In the opinion of the
early church, no one could be more unfit for
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guch a position than the man who had left
Jerusalem for Damascus ‘‘breathing out
threatenings and slaughter’’ against the be-
lievers. But there were, nevertheless,
elements in the character of Saul, which,
under the mould:ng and directing influences
of divine grace, made him a mighty instru-
ment in building up and extending the
church of God. In the persecutor the great
Artist saw an apostle in the rough.

In the first place, Saul was a man of high
moral character, He was brought up in
Tarsus amid the temptations that beset a city
youth. While yet a mere lad, he went to
the richer and more luxurious Jerusalem.
It is probable that he had sufficient means
to gratify his desires. Many a young man in
his circumstances has resolved to have his
fling and has found to his sorrow that in
choosing his own pleasures he has surren-
dered to a hard and pitiless master. But
Saul kept his record clean. Never were his
lips polluted by vile oath or ribald jest. He
kept his passions and appetites under the
control of reason. The pure life of his youth
was an important qualification for the work
of his after life. For whle it is true that, in
some cases, men who heve lived in flagrant
wickedness have, after conversion, been
wonderfully used of God, these cases are the
exception. The ruleis that God chooses men
of unstained lives to do the greatest work
for Him.

Then, Sanl was thoroughly conscientious.
The voice of conscience was supreme in his
soul. “Ought” was a great word in his
vocabulary. “Iverily thought with myself,”
he eaid to King Agrippa, ‘ that I ought todo
many things contrary to the name of Jesus
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of Nazareth.” He was mistaken in his idea
of duty, but there was hope for him, becanse
he never did violence to conscience. The
same reverence for the authority of con-
science which made him a persecutor, im-
pelled him, when his conscience was enlight-
ened and rightly directed, to be equally
garnest in preaching his new faith.

Another feature of Saul's character was
his courage. As soon as God called him to
preach among the Gentiles, nothing could
deter him from beginning his work. “Im-
mediately,” he said, ““ I conferred not with
flesh and blood.” He was not the man to
wait for the support of influential friends or
to be frightened by the threats of powerful
enemies. From the day of his arrest on the
way to Damascus until the day of his martyr's
death at Rome, no peril could daunt him or
prevent him from preaching Christ.

There is always work in the world for
men who have the purity, the conscientious-
ness and the courage of Saul. Soon or late,
every such man will hear the call to some
task for God. Happy will he be, if, when
the call comes, he is “‘not disobedient to the
heavenly vision."

e
TEACHER TRAINING
By Professor Walter C. Murray
IV.—INaTrENTION

There are at least three kinds of inatten-
tion. Some children are so quickwitted that
they cannot wait to examine anything care-
fully or to hear the end of any story. They
give good attention fora moment but cannot
sustain it. There are 8o many other things
to see, hear, and touch, that they must be
off. The Butterfly attention is characteristic
of young children. Tt is a sign of excessive
vitality, and though trying to the teacher, is
not incurable.

Then, there is the inattention of the boy
who hates study, Sunday School lessons,
tasks of any kind, but who is passionately
fond of games, of animals, of outdoor
rambles, of tales of adventure. This boy,
though intensely interested in some things,
has no interest in others. He is capable of
long flights of sustained attention to certain
things. He will spend hours in trying to

make a toy work, or in teaching a dog tricks,
or in searching for a bird’s nest ; but when
his lessons are before him, he wanders off to
green fields and shady nooks. The body is
present, the mind is absent.

Then there is the lazy boy. He is too
indolent to attend to anything. He is
always weary. His friends tell him that
he is born tired, and he is quite resigned.
1f left to himself, Fat-boy drops off to sleep,
unless he happens to be eating.

Now, how are we to treat these kinds of _
inattention? The Butterfiy, we can attract,
but cannot hold. The Absent-minded, we
might hold if we could attract. The Fat-boy,
we can neither attract nor hold. He falls
asleep.

Master Absent-minded is the most com-
mon. His inattention is due to want of
training.  All that is necessary is to get him
interested in what yon are teaching. Then
his habit of preoccupation takes charge of
him and he continues attending. But how
interest him in his studies? Find out what
interests him and then connect this interest.
For example, the story of Elijah and the
ravens becomes very interesting to him, if
he takes delight in birds. If he revels in
adventures, the lives of Jonathan and David
fascinate him, if the teacher is always care-
ful to make prominent the adventure side of
the story. These are but suggestions. If
the teacher knows his boy and is skilful, he
can find something in almost every lesson to
attract the boy’s attention, and then every-
thing depends upon his skill in leading the
boy into the new, without letting him feel
that he has lost touch with his old interests,

Of course, the teacher in the Sunday School
cannot expect to succeed invariably, The
Absent-minded cannot be cured by one les-
son a week. Even the teacher in the Pub-
iic School, who has not only twenty-five
times as many opportunities, but many more
meansat his disposal, is often baffled. When
Absent-minded's thoughts run to play, the
parent or Public School teacher can make
play a task, until it becomes less pleasant
than work. Or, if the boy devotes his atten-
tion to caricatures, for example, instead of
his work, he can be given plenty of exercises
in drawing. This will either cure him or
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develop skill in drawing. If the latter, the
teacher has found out the boy's talent, and
through the cultivation of it, can develop his
attention for anything even remotely con-
nected with it.

Master Butterfly requires a teacher with
great patience. The boy’s hair-trigger dis-
position is gusceptible to the slightest nov-
elty. Care and skill, however, can, in time,
make him more steady ; but they can never
convert him into a sober-sides.

The teacher should not expect sustained
attention from such a boy for more than a
few seconds. He must be content to let the
boy’s attention fly off for a moment, but he
should be constantly on the alert to catch it
again. In fact, his aim is to keep the atten-
tion playing about the subject like a hum-
ming bird moving before a flower. The
bird is never still, yet its movements have
the flower and its nectar as their centre.

You can make it easier for Master Butter-
fly by shutting off distractirg sights and
sounds. The ordinary Sunday School, with
ite many classes in one room, exposed to the
constant chattering of conversation and the
well ing but distracting ts of
school officers—to say nothing of the antics
of the mischievous boy who likes to play to
large audi ders the teacher’s task
of attracting and keeping the attention of his
scholars almost too great for human skill.
The classes should be screened from distract-
ing sounds and sights, and no school officer
should be permitted to interrupt. Then,
Master Butterfly might be tamed.

Master Fat Boy is beyond the ordinary
teacher’s skill. He i3 quiet and respectable,
and therefore not a nuisance, but he is hope-
Jess. To cure him is the work of the parent,
who can put him to some physical task, in
which he cannot loiter, until he acquires a
habit of work Then his mind may be set
in motion. 8tiu, very often his sluggishness
is due to some physical cause, which disap-
pears after a season. (See what Locke says
in his “ Thoughts on Education,” Sections
128-130, 167.)

But the Sunday School tescher has to teach,
not one boy, buta large class of boys of differ-
ent powers of attention. There are many
devices for attracting and securing the atien-

tionofa class. A question disturbs a sleeper.
A change in , or in position, or ir
tone, or in the manner of questioning or
answering, excites interest. An appeal to a
picture or a map, or better, the drawing ofa
picture or a map, will attract or hold the
attention, (See Fitchon *The Artof Secur-
ing Attention.”’) Unless the teacher is inter-
ested, failure is certain; but if he be
enthusiastic, he will d in spite of in-
experience, youth, and want of learning.
Dalhousie University, Halifax, N.8.

™
SOLDIER AND SERVANT

“And 1 said, What shall I do, Lord?”’
It was the soldier in Saul of Tarsus that
spoke.

He has heard—heard for the first time—
the voice of his Captain, and the response is
without hesitation, and without reserve. It
was an enlistment prompt, hearty, life-long,
to whatsoever service the Captain might lead.

Saul’s promptness in taking this step—for,
remember, it was but a moment before that
he was pushing forward in hot haste on an
errand of bloodshed against the followers of
this very Lord from heaven—saved him
many a step afterwards. Hie course was
clear before him, for there is scarce anything
more important than the prompt committing
of oneself to Christ's service, when, through
the grace of God, one comes to recognize
Him as the Christ of God, and the rightful
Lord and Master.

¢ Straightway he preached Christ.” It io
the willing servant—the bond-slave, as he
himself puts it—that speaks now. Saul had
been trained as a public teacher, and with-
out & moment’s hesitation and with no
particle of reserve, he turns the full flood of
his life and energies into this new channel.

It is & mark of the genuineness of conver-
gion that one hastens to serve ; and there is
no more steadying force in a young Chris-
tian’s life than a definite work undertaken
in Christ’s name and for Christ's sake. In
the eager bicycle days, a sixteen-year-old
boy won a great bicycle race against a field
of four hundred. He was questioned as to
how he managed it. ‘I took the best gait

1 thought I could hold to for the twenty

‘
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tuiles, and then kept it up. I didn’t look at
anyone, but just kept my eyes on the ground
ahead of my wheel, and kept up my gait.”
And with such steady, determined, un-
wearied and unwearying, pursuit of the ser-
vice of His Lord did this Saul—an example
to all Christians in all times—keep on his
way.

/
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THE BEGINNERS' COURSE

m The Beginners’ Course, lately issued by

the International Lesson Committee, is pre-
paratory to the ordinary International
Lessons. It is for the little ones under gix
years of age, and is for one year only. A
child who begins it at four, will go over it
twice —and so much the better. The
material to be put in the hands of the
children will be attractive, well illustrated,
and of such a character that fathers and
mothers and older brothers and sisters may
aid the little tots with their lessons at home.
This will be supplemented in the TeAcHERs
Moxravy by helpful hints to teachers.

The purpose that was kept in view in the
selection of the lessons was to lead the child
out from what he sees and feels and knows
in home and church and Sabbath School—
in his surroundings, in fact—to a sense of
God’s power and love and care, and thus to
love God and God’s Son, Jesus Christ, with
the love that brings joyful obedience.

The Scripture passages are brief and vivid,
and the Golden Texts few and simple. The
course begins with September and leads up
to Thanksgiving, to Christmas, and to Easter,
and there is ever an open eye to the won-
derful world of nature.

How far the Beginners’ Course will serve
its purpose remains yet to be seen. It has
been arranged after long and patient consid-
eration, and after consultation with a large
number of those who have made the * be-
ginners’’ their chief care,

Opening with the theme, Home Life—
leading up to God the Father, the Creator of
All Things, the first gix lessons are, The
Boy Samuel at Home, God making Man,
God Preparing the First Home, God Making
Plants, Making Animals, Making All Things;
the two Golden Texts being *‘Our Father

The Beginners’ Course

which art in heaven,” and “In the begin-
ning God created the heaven and the
earth,” Then follows the theme, God's
Loving Care ; Golden Text, *‘ He careth for
you,” and the three lessons, God’s caring for
the Baby Moses, For His Servant Elijal,
For His People.

The four lessons *‘ working up to ¢ Thanks-
giving’” are, Children Praising God, A
Leper Praising God, A Lame Man Praising
God, Praising God for All Things. The theme
of the lessons * workingup to * Christmas’ *’
is Giving, and they include Mary's Gift to
her Saviour, A Poor Woman’s Gift, God’s
Gift of His Book, God’s Gift of His Son.

Then come four lessons on the Babyhood
and Boyhood of Jesus, four on Jesus our
Helper, five Faster Lessons—The Flowers
Blooming Again, Jesus the Good Shepherd,
Jesus Dying and Living Again, Jesus Returns
to Heaven, Our Heavenly Home.

Helpful Deeds of Jesus — four lessons ;
Obedience, four lessons ; Friendship, four
lessons ; Helpfulness, five lessons ; Rever-
ence and Prayer, five lessons, including
reverence for God’s house and the Sab-
bath, complete the circuit of the year.

Some would have preferred the lessons in
the order in which they occur in the Scrip-
ture—a simple outline of the story of how
God has shown Himself to men, told in a
child’s words, to meet the child’s capacity ;
but it would seem that the lessons as they
are should serve a good purpose in simplify-
ing appropriate truth to the infant mind.

.

The large portrait of the late Superin-
tendent of Missions jgsued the West-
minster Co., Toronto%{ll‘&ﬂ,—wm
pr7ed-in many-w Tiome, as Dr, Robertson
was known in the flesh at perhaps more fire-
sides, East and West, than any other man,
Wherever he came he was welcome again,
and this quiet, strong portrait will keep
fresh the memory of his face and form. The
last letter the Editor of Tue Tracmrrs
MonmuLy received from the Superintendent
was in the interests of the Galician and
Doukhobor children of the West. Our
Sabbath 8chool Publications had in him an
ever warm and constant friend.

\
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ORDER OF SERVICE: Second Quarter
OPENING EXERCISES
1. SILENCE.
11. SiNe1NG (unannounced)
All people that on earth do dwell,
ing to the Lord with cheerful voice,
Him serve with mirth, His pmise forth tell,
Come ye before Him and rejoice.

1IT. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES,

SupgriNTENDENT.  Behold My Servant,
whom I uphold ; Mine elect, in- whom My
soul delighteth.

Scroor. 1 have put My Spirit upon Him ¢
He shull bring forth judgment to the Gen-
tiles.

SeperINTENDENT.  The people that walked
in darkness have seen a great light ;

Scroor.  They that dwell in the land of
the shadow of death, upon them hath the
light shined.

TV. Praver; closing with the Lord’s
Prayer repeated by the whole school.

V. SiNGING.

VI. ReapiNG oF Lisson PAssAGE, in con-
cert or alternate verses.

VII. Singing.

THE LESSON

1. Stupy 1 Crasses.  Let this be entirely
undisturbed by Secretary’s or Librarian’s
distributions, or otherwise. The Teacher
«hould F't through g:‘omptly with roll-call,
the collection (which may ‘be taken in a
class envelope, or class and report envelope),
the memory verses, and the catechism.

I1. SINGING.

T11. REVIEW FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S DESK |
which may include Recitation in concert of
Catechism, Lesson Title, Golden Text, Mem-
ory Verses and Heads of Lesson Plan.

CLOSING
1. ANNOUNCEMENTS ; SECRETARY'S AND
LiBRARIAN'S DISTRIBUTIONS,
II. SiNGING,
1I1. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

SUPERINTENDENT. Let us t together
the words of Simeon when he took the
Christ-child in bis arms—

Awn. Lord, now lettest thou thy servant
depart in peace according to thy word :
For mine eyes have seen thy galvation,
Whlc:l ;:lhou hlut pre;:u.redv before the face
of al e;
A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the
glory of thy people Israel.
TV, Crosiva Hymy or Doxorocy.
V. BexepicTioN oR CLOSING PRAYER.

Our Publications

Lesson Helps

Tur TEACHERS MONTHLY—AL least 40 pages a
month, 50¢. & year ; b or more to one address, 40¢, each,

Tae HoME Stuny QuARTERLY—Fully illustrated,
20c. a year; 5 or more to one address, 10c. each,
Largely used also in the Home Department,

TrE PRIMARY QUARTERLY—WIth a picture for each
Yesson ; 20¢. yearly : 5or more to one address, 10¢. each,

Tue Hoxe Stupy LearLer—Fully fllustrated, 5e. a
year ; sentonly in fives or multiples of five.

TrE PRIMARY LEAPLET—A picture for each lesson,
50. n year; sent only in fives or multiples of five,

Illustrated Papers

Jewgrs—For the Little Ones: every week, hand-
somely illustrated : single copies, 50c. a year: bor
more to one address, 20¢. each ; months not broken.

Tre KiNe's OWN, continuing The Children's Record,
—For school and home, every week, and handsomely
illustrated ; single copies, 40c. a year : 5 or more w0
one address, 25c. each ; months not broken.

Samples of Lesson Helps and Papers free on application,

Other Supplies
SHORTER CATECHISM, per doz., 20c.; 100, $1.25.

SHORTER CATECHISM, with proofs, per doz., 35¢.t 100,
§ Both our own revised editions,

LrssoN ScreMr—Sshedule of Lessons for the vear,
with Topics for Proof, Catechism, etc,, b0c. per 100,

MEMORY PAssacEs—Connected and complete Serip-
ture passages in line of lesscns, for General Assem-
bly’s Diploma and Primary Certificate) ; 50¢ per 100,

CARSON'S PRIMARY CATECHISM, r doz., 8.

r 100, $2.50. COLORED LEssoN PicTURE ROLLS,
75c. per_ quarter, $2.50 for year. PROVIDENCE
CoLorED RoLL, 75, per quarter, $3,00 per year, recom-
mended. COLORED LESSON PICTURE CARDS, 2}4c. per
quarter, 10c, for year. PROVIDENCE COLORED CARDS,
r quarter, i0c. per

also highly recommended, 2}4c. pe
vear, Cards, sent only in lots of 5, 10, 15, ete.; no
fives broken. 8. 8. CLAss REGISTER (our own) be.
each. 8. S.SECRETARY'S RECORD (our own) 20 classes.
30c., 40 classes, 40c. S, 8, SUPERINTENDENT'S RECORD,
new, try it, 10c. REWARD CARDS AND TICKETS ; CLASS
ENVEILOPES; LIBRARY CARDS. WILDE'S BIBLE Pic-
TURES (6 b{is inches) 1c. each. OXFORD TEACHER'S
BiBLE, with Oxford Helps, complete, $1.25. *Gem 4
edition, with PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, $1.50.
BIBLE AND PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, Oxford
Press, 40c. PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, 60c., i0c.
and 8c. each, THE OXForD HELPS, complete, pocket
size, 40c.

For THE HoME DrPARTMENT—Membership Cards,
rer 100, B0c.: Qunmerly Report Envelopes, . yer
00; Canvasser's Report, per 100, $1.00; Descriptive
Leaflet, per 100, 50c.: Class h, Sample
«of Descriptive Leafiet free,

TEMPERANCE PLEDGE CARDS, 50c. per 100; PLEDGE
BooKS be.

, 2¢, each.

Y.P.S.C.E. Toric Carps, containing * Uniform "
topics, complete, AND SPECIAL Torics OF PRESBYTER-
IAN “PLAN OF STUDY,” $1.00 per 1003 Booklets,
with same matter AND' DAILY READINGS, $1.50 per
100 ; CONSECUTIVE BIBLE STUDIES, 50¢, per 100,

fﬂm -~ 1. Orders for less than a year, at proportionate
Al

2. Payment should accompany orders in every case.
8. Supplies cease when time for which ordered, ends,

ApDRESS REV. R. DOUGLAS FRASER,
CONFEDERATION LIFE BUILDING, TORONTO
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BIBLE DICTIONARY FOR SECOND
QUARTER, 1902.

Ag’-a-bus. Perhaps the name is derived
from the Greek word, to love. Supposed to
have been one of the seveniy disciples of
Luke 10 : 1.

An’-ti-och. The capital of Hyria, on the
river Orontes. It was built B.C. 500 by
Seleucus Nicator, and named after his father
Antiochus. It became the centre of Gentile
Christianity. Here the followers of Jesus
were first called * Christians,” Acts 11 : 26,
To be distinguished from Antioch, a large
Greek city in Pisidia, which was made a
Roman colony by Augustus.

A’-si-a, Bith-yn’-ia, Gal-a’-tia, Phryg’-
ia, Pis-id’-ia; Roman provinces in Axia
Minor.

Bar/-na-bas. A native of Cyprus, and
an early convert to Christanity (Acts 4 : 36,
37). When Paul made his first appearance
in Jerusalem, Barnabos brought him to the
apostles and vouched for his sincerity, Acts
9:27. He did missionary work with Paul
and afterwards with John Mark. The name
means, ““ The Son of Consolation.”

Cees-ar-e’-a. A city on the Mediter-
ranean, 70 miles trom Jerusalem. It wasat
one time the residence of the Roman Gover-
nor. Here dwelt Cornelius the devout cen-
turion, Acts 10 : 1.  From Ceesarea Paul em-
barked for Tarsus to escape from the Jews
(Acts 9 : 30); thither he was brought, to be
heard by Felix (Acts 23: 23); and from it
he set out for Rome, Acts 27 : 1,

Cy’-prus. An island in the Mediter-
ranean, sixty miles from the coast of Pales-
tine, now owned by Britain.

Cy-re’-ne. A Greek city in Libya,
Africa, west of Egvpt. Cyrene was repre-
sented in Jerusalem at the Pentecost, Acts
2:10. Simon, one of its people, helped
Jesus bear his cross, Matt. 27 : 32, Cyrenian
Jews had asynagogue at Jerusalem, Acts6: 9.

Clayd’-ius Cees’-ar, The Roman Em-
;l)fror who succeeded Caligula, 41-54 A.D.

he Jews were generally treated by him
with indulgence, especially those in Asig
and Egypt; but about the middle of h's
reign (probably 49 A.D.), those who lived in
Rome were all banished, Acts 18 : 2,

Da-mas’-cus. The oldest city in the
world, 140 miles north-west of Jerusalem.
1t is now under Turkish rule.

Dor’-cas. The Greek equivalent of the
Syriac Tabitha. The name means * gazelle.”
It is probable that the wom. 1 was a Greek-
speaking Jewess,

Her’-od. King Herod Agrippa I., grand-
gon of Herod the Great, who murdered the
““Innocents,” Matt. 2 : 16. He was the son
of Aristobulus, and, therefore, brother of
Herodias who caused John the Baptist to be
beheaded. His uncle, Herod Antipas, who

\ 09 ) /
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was then an exile in Gaul, is referred to in
Acts 13 : 1.

I-con’-i-um. An important city in Asia
Minor, southeast of Antioch, now called
Konieh.

Jop’-pa. The sea-port of Jerusalem on
the Mediterranean coast. Here Peter raised
Dorecas from the dead.

John The Baptist ; the son of Zacharias
and Elizabeth ; the herald of Christ; be-
headed by Herod Antipas.

Je-ru’-sa-lem., The capital of Judeea,
and th seat of Jewish worship. It was de-
stroye . by the Romans about 40 years after
the ¢ ath of Christ.

J an. The brother of James. Banished
t itmos ; wrote the fourth Gospel, three

«tles and the Book of Revelation.

John Mark. The writer of the second
Gospel ; did missionary work with Paul and
Barnabas ; a relative of the latter.

Ju’-pi-ter. A Roman deity—the ‘‘king
of gods.”

u’-das Bar’-sa-bas. One of the dele-
gates sent from Jerusalem to the church at
Antioch.

Lyd’-da. A city of Judswa, 20 miles from
Jerusalem and 11 miles from Joppa.

Mer-cu’/-ri-us. A Roman deity whose
Greek name was Hermes ; the *‘god of
eloquence.”’

y’-si-a. A district in Asia Minor, in-
cluded in the province of Asia.

Mac-e-do’-nia.  The first country of
Europe to receive the Gospel. It is north
of Greece.

Phe-ni’-ce. Phenicia, a country on the
sea-coast between Galilee and Syria,

Phil-ip’-pi. An important city in Mace-
donia, built by Philip of Macedon, father of
Alﬁxander the Great, and named after him-
self.

Saul. Born at Tarsus in Cilicia, Asia
Minor, about A.D. 2; educated at Jeru-
salem ; a zealons persecutor of the church ;
but, converted, he became her great cham-
pion.

8te’-phen. One of the seven deacons,
and the first Christian martyr,

Sal’-a-mis. The capital city of Cyprus,
on the east shore,

ha’-ron. A beauntiful plain in Judeea,
in which Lydda was situates.

Byr/-i-a. The country lying north of
Palestine, reaching to the Euphrates on the
north-east and to Asia Minor on the noith-
west,

Tar’-sus. The capital of Cilicia in Asia
Minor. It was the seat of a university and
the birth-place of Paul.

Thy-a-ti’-ra. A town of Lydia in Asia
Minor, It had a large trade in purple cloth
aud dyes.

Tro’-as. A sea-port town of Mysia, Asia
Minor, four miles from ancient Troy.
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Studies in the Book of the Acts

Lesson CALENDAR: SECOND QUARTER
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Lesson 1.

Saul of Tarsus Converted. Acts 9:1-12.
. Peter, Zneas and Dorcas, Acts 9 : 32-43.
.. Peter and Cornelius. Acte 10 : 34-44.
"’ Gentiles Received into the Church. Acts 11 : 4-15.
"’ The Church at Antioch and Jyria. Acts 11 : 19-30.
" Peter Delivered from Prison.  Acts 12: 1-9.
..The Early Christian Missionaries. Acts 13:1-12.
bt ""Paul at Antioch in Pisidia. Acts 13 : 43-52.
shws SR .Paul at Lystra, Acts 14:8-19.

- U The Council at Jerusalem. Acts 15 : 22-33.
" Paul Crosses to Europe. Acts 16 : 6-15.
......Temperance Lesson. Rom. 13: 8-14.
vo bousse nove oo s REVIEW,

SAUL OF TARSUS CONVERTED

April 6, 1902

Acts9 : 1-12. Study Acts 9:1-20. Commit to memory vs. 8.5. Readch. 9 :21-31; ch. 22:1-30.

1 1 And Saul, yet breathing 2out threatenings and
h inst the of the Lord, went unto

the high priest,

2 And 3desired of him letters to Damas'cus to the
sy es, that if he found any 4of this way,
whether they were men or women, he might bring
them bound unto Jeru'salem.

8 And as he journeyed, s he came near Damas’cus :
and suddenly there 6shined round about him a light

from heaven :

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying
unto him, Saul, S8aul, why persecutest thou me?

5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And 7the
Lord said, I am Je'sus whom thou persecutest: #if is
hard for thee to kick against the pricks,

6 And he, trembling and astonis ed said, Lord, what
wilt thou have me to do? And the Lorl said unto
him, 9Arise, and 10go into the city, and it shall be
told thee what thou must do.

—~1But; 2 Threatening ; 3 Asked ;

7 And the men which journeyed with him stood
speechless, hearing 11a voice, but 12 geeing no man.

8 And Saul arose from the earth ; and when hiseyes
were opened, he saw 13no man : but they led him by
the hand, and brought him into Damas'cus.

9 And he was three days without sight, and neither
did eat nor drink.

10 14 And there was a certain disciple at Damas’cus,
named Apani‘as; and to him said the Lord in a
i’.l(';‘rgn' Anani‘as. And he said, Behold, I am here,

11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and 15into
the street which is called Straight, and enquire inthe
house of Ju’das for one 16 called Saul, of Tar'sus: for,
behold, he prayeth,

12 And hath seen 17in a vision a man named
Anani’as coming in, and 18 putting his hand on him,
that he might receive his sight.

4That were of the Way; 61t came to pass that he

Revised Version
drew nigh unto ; 68hone; 7 He said ; 8 Omil as far a8 the words unto him ; 9 But rise ; 10 Enter ; 11 The ; 12 Behold-
ing; 19 Nothing ; and ; 14Now ; 15 To; 16 Named Saul, a man of Tarsus ; 17 Omit in & 'vision ; 18 Laying his hands,

GOLDEN TEXT
Acts8: 19, wmz’u. therefore, and be converted,
that your sins may be blotted out. 2

DAILY READINGS
M. —Acts9: H‘",. } gaul of Tarsus converted.

T, —Acts 9:

W, —Acts 9 : 21-31. A changed life.

Th.—Acts 22 : 1-15. Paul's own story.

F. —1 Tim, 1:12-17. Chief of sinners.

8, —Gal.1: Special revelation.

8. —Eph, 2: 1-10. Saved by grace.
CATECHISM

Q. 16.’ Did all mankind fall in Adam's first trans-

A. The covenant being made with Adam, not ouly
for himself, but for his posterity ; all mankind, de-

muudh:m from him, by ordlm.r{gencnﬂon. ginned in
him, and fell with him, in his first transgression.
TIME AND PLACE

About A.D. 85, not long after Stephen's martyrdom ;
near Damascus, the beautiful capital of Byria, about
150 miles N.W, of Jerusalem. It is still & ourishing
city, though probably the oldest city in the world.

LESSON

PLAN
1. Saul's Commission, 1, 2.
From the high priest, to capture Christians.
II. Saul's Conversion,
Through a vision and words of Jesus.

II1. 8aul's Confession, 9-12.
Of Jesus whom he persecuted, as the Christ.
LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 120; 92(Ps. 8el.); 558; 140; 252; 184,

EXPOSITION
By Rev. G, B. McLeod, MLA., Westville, N.S.

Oonnecting Links—In the preaching of
Philip at Samaria, and in the conversion of
«the Ethiopian from far-off Africa, as seen in
the tenth and eleventh lessons of last Quar-

ter, we have hints that the Gospel was to be
carried beyond the Jewish to the Gentile
world. In the lesson of to-day we see
another line of preparation for the same
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work in the miraculous conversion of Saul
of Tarsus, the great persecutor of the church,
who is to become its great apostle.

I. Saul's Commission, 1, 2.

V. 1. But Saul (Rev. Ver.);: in striking
contrast with Philip, ch. 8:40. The one
was preaching Jesus, the other was persecut-
ing Him. The narrative now goes back to
ch. 8:3. For ‘“Saul’’ see Bible Dictionary,
page 130.  Breathing threatening and slaughter
(Rev. Ver.). He lived, as it were, in the
atmosphere of the fiercest persecution, so
great was his hatred of the name of Jesus
and of His disciples. (Compare chs. 7:58;
8:1;3:26;9:11) The high priest; per-
haps Caiaphas (4 : 6), or, if not he, a gon of
Annas, the ex-high priest. The former was

The Street Called Straight

deposed A.D. 36, and was succeeded by
Jonathan, and he, a few weeks later, by
Theophilus, the sons of Annas.

V. 2. Letlers; giving him his authority
and commission (26:12). It is necessary
even to-day to have a letter or *firman "
(See illustration, Home Stupy QUARTERLY )
before one can travel in Turkey, of which
Palestine and Syria are parts. The chief

Saul of Tarsus Converted

priest would issue the warrant as the repre-
sentative of the Sanhedrim. Damascus was
outside of his legal authority, but the Jews
there would recognize his ecclesiastical
authority, just as the Roman Catholics
throughout the world recognize the eccle-
siastical authority of the Pope. Damascus.
(See Bible Dictionary.) It had a large Jew-
ish population, and was a very beautiful
city, situated *‘in a great plain, watered by
the river Abana, with her seven streams, to
which the city owes her beauty and her
charm. Travellers of every age and of
every nationality have celebrated the gardens
and orchards, the running waters and the
fountains of Damascus, and as the Arab
passes from the burning desert to its cooling
streams and rich verdure, it is not surprising
that he hails it as an earthly paradise.”
(Expositor’s Greek Testament.) Synagogues ;
places of Jewish worship. Any that were of
the Way (Rev. Ver.), as the Christian religion
had come to be called. Men or women. Sex
was no protection. Bring them bound ; as
prisoners in chains. Unto Jerusalem ; to be
punished there (22: 5), by the Sanhedrim,
or Great Council of the Jews.

II. Saul’'s Conversion, 3-8.

Vs. 8,4. As he journeyed; with others,
v. 7. It was about noon (22 : 6), and he had
almost reached the city. (Chs. 22 : 6-12 and
26 : 12-19 should be read.) A light; brighter
than the mid-day glare of an Eastern sun
(26 :13), and, therefore, not to be confounded
with it. Tt was the glory of Christ’s pres-
ence (1 Cor. 15:8). Fell to the earth; from
the beast on which he rode, overpowered by
the luminous personality of Jesus, before
which the disciples (Matt. 17 : 1-6), and later
John (Rev. 1:17), fell prostrate upon the
earth. Saul, Saul; repeated for emphasis.
‘“In all three accounts the Hebrew form of
the word, ““Saoul”, is used, not (as gener-
ally in the Acts) the Greek form, *‘Saul.”
Jesus spoke to him in Hebrew, ch. 26 : 16.
Paul (18:9) is his Roman name. Why
persecutest thoume? In persecuting Christ’s
followers he was persecuting Christ, Matt.
25 : 45.

Vs. 5, 6. Who art thou, Lord? He recog-
nizes the voice of God, but does not recog-
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nize in it that of the despised, persecuted
Jesus of Nazareth. I am Jesus whom thou
persecutest. The emphasis is on “I” and
“thou ", which are sharply contrasted. In
the Revised Version, the words ufter *‘ per-
secutest” and as for as ‘“unto him,” v. 6,
are omitted, but are made up in chs. 22:10:
2:14, The pricks or *goads” are the
sharp-pointed instruments with which oxen
were driven.  Lord, what wilt thou? Jesus,
His Lord, recognized, there is quick surren-
der to His will. Arise and go into the city.
The first lesson is to obey. The rest will
follow after. It shall be told thee.

Vs.7, 8. Stood speechless ; with fear, 22: 9.
Then they fell to the earth, 26 : 14. Hear-
ing @ voice. They heard the eound of a
voice, but not audible speech, 22: 9. When
his eyes were opened. He opened his eyes,
but their power had been takenaway.  They
led him by the hand ; a curious finish to the
mission of the proud persceutor.

III. S8aul’s Conversion, 9-12.

V. 9. Three days without sight, which gave
him time to think over and to repent of the
past, in preparation for the instruction of
Ananias. Chs. 13:9; 14:9; 23: 1, accord-
ing to Professor Ramsay, show that Paul’s
gplendid mastery of eye was unimpaired by
the incident,

Vs. 10-12. A certain disciple. Nothing more
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is known of him beyond the reference in
ch. 22:12. To him said the Lord; the Lord
Jesus, v. 17.  The street . . . Straight. It
ran through the city from east to west in a
direct line. It wasa mile long, one hundred
feet wide, and divided by Corinthian columns
into three avenues. At present it is narrow
and unsightly, but still straight, an unusual
thingin an Oriental city. Tarsus, (See Bible
Dictionary.) * Tarsus ranked with Athens
and Alexandria as a celebrated school of
philosophy and literature.”” He prayeth;
for physical and spiritual sight. No need to
fear him (v. 13), if he is praying. Pulting
his hand on him ; as a sign of the communi-
cation of divine power.

Vs, 13-20. In reply to Christ's command
to go to Saul, Ananias arged his fierce per-
secutions, but the Lord assured him that He
had specially chosen Saul as missionary to
the Gentiles. Accordingly, Ananias goes on
his errand, doing all things as he had been
cowmanded, v. 17. The result was imme-
diate and marvellous. A scaly substance
that had probably been formed by the
brightness of the light (Expositor's Greek
Test.), fell from his eyes and he saw. He
then arose, made a public profession of his
faith through baptism, and as zealous now
for Christ as he had been against Him,
straightway began to proclaim Him in the
synagogues as the Son of God.

APPLICATION
By Rev. A. S. Morton, B.D., St. Stephen, N.B,

Breathing out threatenings and slaughter,
v.1. How many fierce enemiesand appalling
perils have threatened the life of the church !
But the assaults of these enemies have ended
in failure, and from these perils there has
always been provided a deliverance. The
Pharisees and Sadducees fought against
Christ and His church, They have passed
away, while Christ and the church remain.
Under Nero and Trajan, the Roman empire
hurled its mighty power against the Christ-
jan church, and multitudes of Christ.
jans met a martyr's death. But the
Roman empire has fallen, wlile the church
of Christ still stands firm. The Chinese
empire may gather all its strength to crush
the church, but, though it be the oldest

empire on earth, it will perish before the
influence of Christ begins to wane or His
church shows signs of decay.
« Crowns and thrones may perish, kingdoms
rise and wane ;
But the church of Jesus constant will
remain.”
The fight is on between the church and a
score of evils like gambling, drunkenness
and political corruption. Let the Christian
never lose heart; these foes shall perish
because they array themselves against the
conquering Christ ; the church shall be vic-
torious and enduring, because she and her
Lord are one.
He drew nigh wito Damascus, v. 3. God
interposes at the opportune moment for the
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deliverance of His people. When destruc-
tion seems certain, His outstretched hand
snatches them from the grasp of the de-
stroyer. When Jerusalem was surrounded
by the army of Sennacherib (2 Kings, chs.
18, 19), the Lord suddenly destroyed the
besieging host. Herod (Acts, ch. 12) had
fixed the time for the execution of Peter,
and the fatal day was just at hand, when
the angel was sent to rescue the apostle from
the yawning jaws of death. In Browning's
“Instans Tyrannus,”” the victim of oppres-
gion, at the moment when the tyrant’s plans
were completed
§ spmngtohm feet,
Stood eroc'. mughm at God’s skirts and
pray. ed!

And then the oppressor ** was afraid .

Who art thow, Lord ? v. 5. The time came
in the experience of Saul when he could say
concerning Jesus: “T know him whom I
have believed,”” 2 Tim. 1:12. The question
of uncertainty marks the beginning of hm

Jesus gtood between Saul and the persecuted
Christians. He identified Himself with his
oppressed followers. Every wicked man
must face that fact—that in touching the
least of his little ones he touches Jesus. On
the other hand the Christian has a great
sense of security in the simple thought of
Jesus ; that He and His are one. He is
touched, when they are touched for harm ;
and where danger threatens, He goes out on
the way to ward it off.

It is hard for thee to kick against the pricks,
v. 5. Nothing but failure and disaster
can result from fighting against Jesus.
We only injure ourselves, when we resist
the inward sense of compulsion to be
Christians, that comes to us all in one
way or another. Our rightful Master
calls us into His service. To resist is to
kick against the goad, and means for us
harm, pain, sorrow. The one wise thing for
us is to surrender to Jesus. Then defeat

Christian life ; the declaration of
conviction its maturity. The path from the
oue point to the other was the path of
obedience. It is only by obeying Christ
that we come to know Christ. Our religion
is @ life before it is a creed. It begins, not
by our understanding a set of doctrines, but
by yielding our wills to a Master. F. W.
Robertson called ‘obedience’ the organ of
religious knowledge. Jesus said (John 7:
17, Rev. Ver.), “If any man willeth to do
His will, he shall know of the teaching.”

I am Jesus whom thou persecutest, v. 5.

and sh willgive place to a joyful battling
for God, and an assured victory with its

crown of righ It is useless as well
as wicked to oppose the progress of Christ's
kingd Saul's p ion was a failure

from the beginning. It resulted in sending
Gospel messengers to proclaim the glad tid-
ings in many lands. Sooner or later the
persecutor will awake to find himself a dis-
appointed, humiliated, defeated man. Are
we on Christ’s side or against Him? Are we
striving only to meet with failures or to
achieve a glorious success ?

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS
By Rev. A, S. Morton, B.D,

The breath of persecution fans Christian
zeal into a brighter blaze. v. 1.

Man's extremity is God's opportunity. v. 3.

To fight against God is to court sorrow and
disaster. v. 5.

Surrender is the first step in the Christian
life. v. 6.

Christ conquers that He may bless. v. 8.

The ear of Jesus is as attentive to prayer
as His eye is open to evil doing. v. 11,

The disciple, like the Master, must be pre-
pared to forgive his enemies. v. 12,

From the beginning women found a freer
life in the Christian Church. It is probable
that the persccution was levelled against
them, partly because the freedom which
they found, shocked the Jewish mind which
would have kept them within a narrow,
ignorant life. Christ has done much for
woman, and she has had an honored place
in His service.

As Baul ““neither did eat nor drink " dur-
ing the three days of his blindness, so Jesus
(Luke 4 : 2) ““did eat nothing’’ throughout
the period of His wilderness temptation.
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The ministry of the Master and of the dis-
ciple alike began with days of anguish.
But Jesus had not ginned. Deep as was
His anguish, He knew not the bitterness of
soul which Saul experienced when the
thought of the innocent blood on his hands
came to him and overwhelmed him with
humiliation and remorse.

Jesus did not show Saul at once his futere
career. He only made him His own and
sent him into the city. Saul was ready to
beasimple, obedient follower, and went. In
the city he prayed, and God sent Ananias
to point out to him his great mission as an
apostle. What was true of the beginning of

his apostolic career was true of that earcer
throughout. The Lord did not reveal to him
all His will at a flash, but step by step, as
when by a vision (Acts 16: 9, 10), He led
him to go to Macedonia. 8o God’s revela-
tions to His children are progressive. He
does not show us our whole course at once.
But He never fails to show us the duty of the
day. Weshould be contenttoknow and doiit.
¢, .. Idonot ask tosee
The distant gcene ; one step enough for me.”
The conversion and apostleship of Paul
alone, duly considered, is of itself a demon-
stration sufficient to prove Christianity to be
a divine revelation.—Lord Lyttelton.

LIGHT FROM THE EAST
By Rev. Professor Ross, D.D., Montreal

Lerrers 10 Damascus—Julius Ceesar in
B.C. 47, issued an imperial edict granting to
Hyrcanus and his children, all the rights of
the high priesthood, whether established by
law or accorded by courtesy, and under this
the Sanhedrim exercised a spiritual and
temporal tyranny over all Jews inside and
outside of Judeea, The application for these
“letters”” was made to the high priest, as
president, but the whole Council granted
the authority, an authority which, as the
Jewish system was essentially intolerant,
enforced ecclesiastical censures with civil
penalties. The Jews of Damascus were then

numerous, wealthy, and powerful, but it
would have been scarcely possible for a
Jewish official from Jerusalem to arr::i men
there for a purely religious offence, and
carry them bound to Judea, except that,
about this period, Aretas, or Hareth, the
king of the Nabatean Arabs, the father-in-
law of Herod Antipas, gained authority over
Damascus (2 Cor. 11 : 32), and he wasalways
exceedingly friendly with the Jewish
authorities, and allowed them the utmost
freedom in their own internal affairs in his
dominions. Saul would therefore come as a
privileged emissary.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in vhe school.

.
For Bible Class Teachers
AN ANALYSIS

By Rev. Principal MacVicar, D.D., LL.D.

Teachers should set forth with the utmost
clearness three points in the history of the
conversion of Saul of Tarsus; they are
emphasised by the apostle himself :

1. Saul's conversion occurred while he was
making havoe of the church. (a) This is dis-
tinctly stated by the historian, ch, 8:3.
The language of v. 1 is as strong as possible.
“Breathing threatening and slaughter” (Rev.
Ver.), ferocity, malice and murder expressed
in every word he uttered against ‘the dis-
ciples of the Lord.” (b) His own open con-

fession, nearly thirty years afterwards, chs.
22 :4; 26 :11; which read carefully. (¢)
Still further evidence of his quenchless zeal
in this respect is seen in the fact that he
sought and obtained a comnhission from the
Sanhedrim to carry out his murderous de-
signs, ch. 22 : 5. With indomitable courage
he get out for Damascus, the capital of Syria,
about 130 miles north-east of Jerusalem,
perhaps the oldest city in the world, having
now about 250,000 inhabitants. In this great
populous centre there were many Christian
Jews and Greek and Syrian proselytes.
Among these he hoped to find ample scope
for his destructive mission ; but God's
thoughts are not man’s thoughts. Just when
nearing the climax of his seli-righteous, sin-
ful career, Jesus met him. ‘‘Where sin
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abounded grace did much 1:ore abound,”
Rom. 5 :20. Noneare toosinful to be saved.

2. Saul's conversion was distinetly miraculous,
There is no reason for accepting the conjec-
ture of Neander and others that it was in
any sense the outcome of impressions made
upon him by witnessing the martyrdom of
Stephen. The miraculous elements in the
narrative are evident. (a) The light from
heaven, its suddenness, its brightness, and
the hour at which it flashed upon him, at
noon, should be noted, ch. 22 : 6. (b) The
effects upon Saul, He ““fell to the earth,’
v. 4. Possibly he was on horseback. He
was blinded for three days, vs. 8,9. (c)
Jesus appeared to him. This is clear from
ve, 17-27; ¢h. 26:16; 1 Cor. 9: 1 and 15 : 8.
This appearance—incontrovertibly a miracle
—was to him alone, and not to his compan-
ions, v. 7. (d) Jesus spoke to him in Heb-
rew, ch. 26 :14. The words were tender,
but pointed, fitted to bring home to him his
sin and guilt. This is what sets us in earnest
to seek the Saviour. *“ Why persecutest
thou me?” (v. 4). In dogging the saints
and making havoc of them, he persecuted
Christ. He and His people are one ; there-
fore, to injure them is to injure Him, Matt.
25 :40. (e) Saul, in response, asked two
questions—*‘ Who art thou, Lord? What
wilt thou have me to do?” This was the
turning point. He called upon the name of
the Lord, and was saved, Rom. 10:13. The
answer, ‘‘ Tam Jesus,” penetrated his heart,
and the Lord described him to Ananias in
these significant words, * Behold, he pray-
eth,”” v. 11, This is the God-given privilege
of the worst of men—*‘Pray God,” said
Peter to Simon Magus, Acts 8:22. An
honest , heart-breathed cry for mercy to the
Saviour is never in vain. He heard and
saved this chief of sinners, 1 Tim. 1 : 15.

3. Saul’s conversion was followed by necessary
instruction. 1t is not enough to be quickened
by the Holy Spirit. The life thus received
is to be developed. We need to be taught,
aswellasconverted. Saul's case wasspecial.
He was to be (a) “* A chosen vessel " (v. 15)
—a unique instrument, an elect agent for a
great mission to the heathen world, to kings,
for example, Agrippa (chs. 25, 26), and to
the Jewish nation (v. 15). Hence he must

learn *‘the great things he is to suffer,” v.
16.  (b) The first teacher chosen and sent
him by the Lord was Ananias. He was the
instrument in miraculously restoring his
sight, in assuring him that he would be
“filled with the Holy Ghost,” and in ad-
ministering baptism to him, vs. 17, I8,
Bubsequently he conferred with the very
disciples he had come to destroy (v. 19),
and later still, after the lapse of three years,
with Peter and other apostles, Gal, 1:17-19.
(¢) Promptly and without hesitation “he
preached Christ,” v. 20. True conversion,
the outcome of spiritual life, manifests itself
by Christian activity,

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls
By The Editor

The world was bigger than Palestine.
There were many nations in it besides the
Jews. Christ’s command was to “go into
all the world"" (Mark 16 : 15), to ¢ disciple
all nations’’ (Matt. 28 : 19), to witness for
Him ““unto the uttermost part of the earth,’”
Acts1:8.

Who was to be the leader? For, a leader
every enterprise requires. The great King
and Lord, who has such surprising ways,
had picked out His man, and now lays His
hand upon him, niakes a new man of him,
and starts him on the greatest work that
any man, gave the Lord Jesus Himself, was
ever called to do,

Don’t attempt to teach everything about
Saul himself, or even about the incidents of
the lesson. Saul is go great, that his vast-
ness only gomes to us by degrees, like that of
a huge mountain, and the lesson covers such
a vast sweep—the unregenerate heart, the
persecuting spirit, God’s share and man’s
share in conversion, the whole question of
miracles, the gifts of the Holy Ghost—that
one can only cast an ey? over it, as overa
wide prairie from some elevation. We have :

1. Saul in the saddle. A well-born Jew,
and proud of it (Phil. 8 : 4, 5), who rejoiced
algo in the privileges of Roman citizenship,
Acts 22 : 25, 28 ; trained in a city of schools
(See Exposition, v. 11) ; a doctor, or teacher
of the law, 22 :8; a member of the Great
Council, 8: 1, 22 : 20 ; a sincere man (26 : 9),
zealous for his religion (Phil. 3 : 6), but




Saul of Tarsus Converted

blind to the Light from heaven (John 8 :
12) which had shone before his eyes ; ahd,
therefore, a fierce persecutor, ch. 8:3. This
is Saul, in short. If he can have his eyes
opened, this intense, splendid, though mis-
taken man, he will make a mighty apostle
of the Christ.

9. Saul on the ground. Arrested in his
gavage errand, ve. 1, 23 overwhelmed by
the Divine Presence, v. 3; appealed to by
the loving Jesus, v. 4; surrendering on
sight, vs. b, 6 ; directed as to what next to
do, v. 6.

3. Saul in the house ; whither, helpless, he
was led, v. 8 ; where he fasted and prayed, vs.
0-11 ; and where Christ’s messenger brought
him light and peace and power ; and whence
he went forth on his world mission, v. 20.

Seek to get the scholars to recognize Jesus
when they see Him, to accept Him as their
Lord, and to undertake whatever service He
directs.

Some Test Questions
Where was Saul born? Of what race ?
Where educated? For what profession?
Why was he a persecutor ?
On what errand is he now going?
By what is he stopped?
What does the voice from heaven say ?
What does Saul reply ?
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What instructions given him?

Tell of Ananias’ errand.

What gift does Saul receive from him?
What use does he make of it ?

Prove from Scripture

Thatconviction of sin precedes repentance.

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)
1. Saul’s education.
2. Saul’s errand to Damascus.
3. The change, what it did for Saul and
for the world.

The Catechism

Ques. 16. What the fall brought with it.
The answer is gweeping :—all men, save
One, ginned in Adam and fell with him, in
his first transgression. There was One who
ginned not, 1 John 3:5. He was “ holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners,”
Heb. 7: 26. This is the reason for the
qualifying phrase ¢ descending from him
(Adam) by ordinary generation.” A chief
proof text for this question—** By the offence
of one judgment came upon all men to con-
demaation,” Rom. 5:18. The * covenant’
is the “covenant of life* referred to in
Question 12. In this covenant, Adam, as the
head of the race, stood for all his descendants.
His sin became their sin and his guilt (or
liability to punishment) became their guilt.

EXPOSITION
By Mrs. Jessie Munro Johnston, North Bay, Ont.
Christ the Light—Following the idea of the Golden Text for the Quarter, Luke 2:32, we

ghall think of Christ as a * Light .

Repeat the verse from Phil-
lips Brooks’ sweet hymn—

¢ Oh, little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie ;
Above thy deep and dream-
less sleep
The silent stars go by :
Yet inhthy dark streets shin-

et/
The everlasting Light ;
The hopes and fears of all the
years
Are met in thee to-night.”
Links—Recall the name of
the young man who stood by,
watching the etoning of Steph-
en, and who afterwards him-
gelf so hunted and ill-used
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Jesus’ disciples. (Print SAUL.)

Jesus shines into Saul’s heart. To-day we
see Saul travelling along the road to Damas-
cus (Map). Why is he going there? verses
1, 2. At last he sees the walls and domes in
the distance. But suddenly his sight is
blinded by a dazzling light from the sky.
He falls forward to the ground. He hears a
voice—listen ! verses 4-6.

Pilnt Saul's question, “WHAT WILT
THOU HAVE ME TO DO?”

The story is full of action. Saul arising
blind ; led to Damascus ; three days without
sight, food or drink ; the Lord appearing to
Ananias, giving him an errand to do;
Ananias entering the house of Judas and
putting his hands on Saul ; Saul’s sight re-
turning ; Saul’s being baptized ; becoming
strong ; going forth to work for Jesus. (Read
carefully the life of 8t. Paul.)

Heart Gardens—Spring is here. We shall
soon be making our gardens. Let us draw a
heart and call it our Heart Garden. Repeat—

“ Heart of childhood—garden fair!
May I plant the seeds with care.
Earlv in youth's springtime sow
Seeds that into flowers may grow."’

““God hath shined in our hearts " (2 Cor.

‘“My heart is God’s own garden ; (Hands on

a eart

And the flowers that shall bloom each day
(Hold up finger)

Are the things He shall see me doing, (Point

ugwards)
And the words He shall hear me say.”
(Touch finger to lips. )
Flowers or weeds—
“Cross words are like ugly weeds,
Kindly words or deeds are like fair flowers,
Let us sow sweet thoughts for seeds
In these garden hearts of ours.”

Golden Text—One day Mary saw some
table cloths on the grass in the sunlight.
She wondered why they were spread there.
“So that the sunlight will remove the
stains.” Thatisjust what Jesus does—shines
into our hearts and remove sins (stains).

Blotted Out—Willie was a child who really
loved Jesus and tried to do what was right.
One day a lady met him as he was coming
from gchool. He had his copy book under
his arm. “Will you let me look at your
book, Willie?"’ gaid the lady. “Yes Ma’am.”
‘““How very neat it is! Not a blot!" said
the lady as she turned over the leaves.
“Oh,” Willie meekly replied, * My teacher
scratched out all the blots.”

Repeat Golden Text—(Give each child a

4:6). Here is the seed (Bible). Name small square of blotting paper with text
some of the flowers. Repeat— printed on it).
BLACKBOARD REVIEW
By The Editor

SAUL S

elf=filled
aved
erving

The gecret of Saul's savage persecution of the followers of Jesus was not that he was a

brutal or cruel man, but that he was go full of himself. He thought, as a Jew, that God
wanted every one to be a Jew. He was so sure that the Scriptures taught that the Christ
would be a great earthly king, that he believed Jesus to be a fraud and His followers
blasphemers. Besides, this new religion was making his own influence less. In everything
it was self. How God saves him from self, the story tells. That scene on the Damascus
road was memorable ; and chiefly that Saul saw Someone Else than self, and that Someone
Else took the place of self in his heart ever after. It was easy to serve now, no matter how
hard that service might be—and hard it was to preach Christ where he had come to crush
Him.
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Lesson II.

32 And it came to pass, as Pe'ter 1 passed t

PETER, ZNEAS AND DORCAS
‘Acts 0 : 32-43. Commit to memory vs. 40-42,
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April 13, 1902
Read Luke 10 : 1-24.

a h
out all 2 rters, he came down ulso to the saints
which dwelt at Lyd'da.

33 And there he found a certain man named
ZEne as, which had kept his bed eight years, sand was
sick of the palsy.

34 And Pe'ter said unto him, Zne'as, Je'sus Christ
smaketh thee whole : arise, and make thy bed, And
& he arose imm: tely.

35 And all that dwelt at Lyd’da and 6 Sa’ron saw
him, and turned to the Lord.

36 Now there was at Jop/pa a certain disciple
named Tab'itha, which by mmemmn is called
Dorcas: this woman was’ full of good works and
almsdeeds which she did

37 And it came to pass in those days, that she T was
sick, and died : whom when they had washed, they
1aid ker in an upper chamber.

38 And forasmuch as Lyd'da was nigh to Jop’pa,

ersion—1 Went ; 2 Parts ; s For he was

and the les had heard that Pe’ter was there,
they sent ¢ unto him two men, desiring him that he
would not delay to come 9 to them.

39 Then Pe’ter arose and went with them. When
he was come, they brought him into the upper
chamber: and all the widows stood by him weeping,
and shewing the coats and garments which Dor’cas
made, while she was with them.

40 But Pe ter put them all forth, and kneeled down,
and prayed; and turning him to the body said,
Tab'itha, arise. And she opened her eyes ; and when

she saw Pe'ter, she sat uz.

41 And he gave her his hand, and 10 lifted her up,
and when he had called the saints and widows, pre-
sented her alive.

42 And it 11 was known throughout all Jop/pa ; and
many believed 12 in the Lord,

43 'And it came to , that he 13 tarried many days
in Jop'pa with one 8i'mon a tanner,

Isied ; 4 Healeth thee; 6 Straightway he arose ; ¢ In

Revised
Sharon; 1 Fell sick ; 8 Two men unto him, entreating him, Delay not; 9 On unto us; 10 Raised ; 11 Became ;

120n ; 13 Abode.

GOLDEN TEXT
Acts®: 84, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole.

DAILY READINGS
Peter, Eneas, and Dorcas.
Helper of the helpless.
Care for the poor.
*Unto me."”
Doiny {god

Re { distribute.

Christ making whole.

CATECHISM

Q. 17. Into what estate did the fall bring mankind ?
X The fall brought mankind ‘into an estate of sin
and misery.

TIME AND PLACE
Probably about A.D. 40, four or five years after Saul's
conversion. The persecution had died down and the
church had rest (ch. 9: 31). Lydda, 26 miles N.W, of
Jerusalem ; Joppa, on the Mediterranean, ten miles
N.W. of Lydda. There is now a railway from Joppa
(Jaffa) to Jerusalem.

LESSON PLAN
1. The Palsied Healed, 32-35.
By Peter, in the name of Jesus Christ,

II. The Dead Raised Up, 36-43.
Again by Peter, after earnest prayer to God. In
each case many were led to believe in Jesus,
LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise, 217 3 68 (Ps. Sel.) : 161 ; 5442173 54,

EXPOSITION

Connecting Links—About three years
have passed away since the events of the
Jast lesson. They were years for Saul of
quiet preparation for his great life work.
As he tells us himself (Gal. 1:17,18) he
went from Damascus to Arabia. He re-
mained there three years, and apparently
returned to Damascus and Jerusalem (Acts
9: 23-29), and was now at Tarsus, v. 30.
The order of events as between Luke's
narrative in the Acts and the passage in the
Galatians is not quite clear. The church,
however, was enjoying rest from persecu-
tion (v. 81), for the Emperor Caligula (A.D.
37-41) was oppressing the Jews, and they
had not time to persecute believers. In this
lesson we have two remarkable incidents
and a picture of the growth of the church
in Judsea at the time when she was about to
widen to the Gentile world.

I. The Palsied Healed, 32-35.

V. 82, It came to pass; during this time of

peace, v. 31. (See Connecting Links above.)

Peter ; the foremost of the apostles. He had
been the first to acknowledge Jesus as the
Christ, the Son of God (Matt. 16:13, 16) ;
great honor was put upon him by his Master,
and he was the leading figure, as w2 have
seen, at Pentecost and in the persecutions
which followed after. Throughout all quar-
ters. From Jerusalem as a centre (8: 1),
Peter made missionary journeys throughout
the regions named in v. 31, encouraging
believers wherever he found them. The
saints ; o term applied to believers as persons
““get apart’ (sanctified) to God's gervice.
At Iydda. See Bible Dictionary, page 130.
St. George, the patron saint of England, is
said to have been born at Lydda.

V. 83. 'He found a certain man ; doubtless
guided to him by God. Named Eneas. 1t
is not known whether or not he was at this
time & believer. Kept his bed ; his couch or
mattress. Bedsteads were not usual. The
nearest approach to such wasa raised plat-
f.orm on one side of the room upon which
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the mattress, or padded quilt, was spread.
Eight years. He had passed through a long
period of illness. There could, therefore, be
no doubt about the miracle. Palsy; a case
of paralysis.

V. 34. Jesus Christ maketh thee whole; healthy
in body and in soul, not only bringing
strength to the helpless limbs, but to his
moral nature, strengthening his faith, quick-
ening his conscience and renewing his will,
It was Jesus who did it. Peter hid
himself in the background that he might
exalt the divine Healer. Arise; from the
couch or mattress on which he was reclining.
It was the test of the man’s faith and ‘of
Christ’s power to heal. Make thy bed ; spread
the mattress. See on v. 33. He arose. Faith
brought to his palsied limbs the healing
power of Jesus, and with the consciousness
of a glad new strength he arose, to do for
himself what others had been doing for him
for years. Immediately ; showing the com-
pleteness of the cure.

V. 85. At Lydda; the city of Lydda. (See
Bible Dictionary, p. 130). In Sharon ; the
plain in, which the city was situated. It
was both beautiful and fertile. (Sol. Song
2:1; Isaiah 85 : 2.) Saw him. And know-
ing that he had been crippled for years (v.
33), they could not doubt the reality of the
miracle. Turned to the Lord ; that is, to Jesus
Christ. There was a great religious awaken-
ing throughout the whole district, many
anxiously enquiring the way of salvation.

II. The Dead Raised Up, 86-43.

V. 36. At Joppa; a city thirty miles north-
west of Jerusal on the Mediterranean,
and the sea-port of Jerusalem since the days
of Solomon. A railway now runs between
it and Jerusalem, with Lydda as its first
principal station. Tabitha; the Aramaic
form of the name. The Greek form is
“Dorcas.” Luke gives the interpretation
because he is writing to Greek readers who
would not know Aramaic, the spoken langu-
age of the Palestine Jews. The word means a
gazelle, an animal noted for its beauty and
grace. The name was in keeping with her
character. Full of good works; abounding
in good works, which took the form of alms-
deeds, or acts of charity. ‘‘There is nothing

Peter, £neas and Dorcas

to show that she should be called a dea-
coness” (Expositor's Greek Test.), though
she did the work of one.

V. 87. In those days; while Peter was at
Lydda. They laid her in an upper chamber ;
not necessarily a room above the ground
floor, but a large room reserved for guests
on special occasions. It would be more
suitable for the burial services to have the
body placed there.

V. 38. Nigh to Joppa; about ten miles.
The disciples ; the followers of Jesus at Joppa.
Sent unto him. Hearing that he was so near,
they would naturally turn to him in their
hour of trial, and knowing too, of his mir-
aculous power, they may have hoped that
he would raise Dorcas from the dead. That
he would not delay ; as the burial could not
be long postponed. Burials are not long
delayed in the East, usnally the same day.

V. 39. Went with them ; in the spirit of his
Master, who never closed the ear of sym-
pathy to the sorrowing. The widows; for
whom Dorcas had made the garments; or
Dorcas’ helpers in her works of charity.
Coats; inner garments, Garments; outer
garments, cloaks, or mantles.

V. 40. Put them all forth; that he might
wrestle alone with God in prayer. (See
Mark 5 : 41, 42.)  Kneeled down and prayed.
Jesus could give the personal command, ““I
say unto thee arise,” (Mark 5:41); but
Peter had only a delegated power, and he
had to go upon his knees and plead for
power to raise the dead (Compare 2 Kings
4:32, 33). Turning to the body; cold and
lifeless in death., She opened her eyes ; show-
ing returning life. When she saw Peter. Tt
would surprise her to see a stranger there
and she naturally sat up.

Ve. 4143, Gave her his hand ; for her en-
couragement, and not because she lacked
strength to rise. Presented her alive. The
miracle was complete. It was known, ete.
The news wonld spread like wild-fire. Every-
one would be talking about it. Believed on
the Lord ; on Jesus Christ (v. 35). Simon a
tanner. Peter does not scruple to stay with
one whose occupation the Jew regarded as
unclean, It is a step towards breaking down
the barrier between Jew and Gentile, as is
more fully seen in next lesson.
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APPLICATION

Peter paaied through all quarters, V. 83
Peter, by his missionary journeys, fixed upon
the church the policy of missionary cam-
paigns which eventually carried the Gospel
to Judma, the Roman Empire, and to the
great hali-civilized Teutonic peoples, and
brought it to our very door. To-day in
our pure and free church, and in our great
Empire, we reap the distant fruits of Peter's
policy. It is our turn now to give as we
have received. The church at Jerusalem
did not lose by the mission work of the
apostles. In the time of famine and sore
distress, it was the foreign churches that
raised the money to relieve them. Mission
work costs; but we do not lose by it. In
the larger love for our fellows, the larger
sense of Christ’s redemptive mission, and
the pulse quickened by the sense that the
world will soon be at His feet, we have an
abundant reward.

Jesus Christ maketh thee whole, v. 34. At
best Peter is but the delegate of Jesus
Christ. He can be the means of working a
cure; but it is Jesus Chirist that makes
whole. Jesus could say, as He did to the
impotent man at the pool of Bethesda,
“ Rige, take up thy bed and walk ;" for in
Himself lay the divine power. Peter and
all the other apostles being ambaseadors or
delegates, in frank hvmility recognize that
the power is not theirs, but Christ’s, and
say,  Jesus Christ maketh thee whole.” In
their Christian work the followers of Jesus
are not always so frank in their humility.
They trust themselves, and go mar their work

and come to failure. The only way todo’

wonders for Jesus is to acknowledge His
power at our back and trust in Him ; foritis
written for all eternity, ** Not by might, nor
by power, but by My spirit.” Zech. 4 : 6.
Saw . . . and turned to the Lord, v. 35,
These people were not already Christian.
They were outside, uninterested, perhaps
even hostile, minds. They saw manifest
within their own experience and observa-
tion the power of Christ to raise up from
disease. Christ became a rock-fact to them,
one not to be over-looked. ‘‘They saw
. . and turned to the Lord.”” When

Christians live and work with Peter’s frank
dependence in the power of Christ, they
will cure souls of the disease of in ; and
when the community—the uninterested out-
sider and even the hostile mind—see in their
own experience and observation the power
of Jesus, they will be convicted and turn to
the Lord.

They sent unto him, desiring him . . to come,
v. 38. The good Dorcas is dead. . In the
very heyday of her Christian usefulness
she was suddenly taken away. The whole
church at Joppa feel it is a calamity. The
poor, the widow, and the orphan, especially
feel their loss is untold. No doubt, in the
hour of sorrow the little church at Joppa
wondered about God’s goodness, and what
He could mean in taking away such an
active Christian worker in the prime of her
usefulness. They needed a strong Christian
on whom to lean, and Peter was but three
hours’ journey away. They sent for him—
probably not expecting a miracle—but to
have the consolation of his words and gym-
pathy. Hehad a keen sight into the love of
God. Hisown experience had given him, in
the scene of denial and at Calvary, a great
sense of the everlasting goodness of Jesus,
and his eye was quick to see the meaning of
God in the daily events of life. No wonder
people leaned on him and sent for him in
their hour of sorrow. Happy are those that
have such a deep and lasting sense of God's
goodness in Jesus who died, that they can
convey something of it to the bereaved in
their most forlorn hour, Happy those who
can 8o see God's finger in the daily experi-
ences of life as to teach others to read His
will in their hour of gorrow.

Kneeled down and prayed, v. 40. Three
times Christ raised the dead by His simple
word, for the life-giving power lay in Him-
selfasSon of God. It was not so with Peter;
for he prays to God for power. Elijah (1
Kings 17 : 20-23) and Elisha (2 Kings 4 : 32-
35) had also raised the dead only by prayer.
It is not given to us to raise up from bodily
death, but it is to-day possible to raise up a
soul that—like a corpse without response—
is dead to God and to good. And again, it
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is not by our own power, but by that which
God gives us in answer to prayer.

Many believed, v. 42. The power of Jesus
to raise from the dead, seen and experienced,
was the proof that brought the conviction
that Jesus, the risen Saviour, was at the
door of men’s lives. The power of Jesus to

raise men from the death of sin, seen and
experienced amongst ourselves and at this
day, is proof, and proof that brings convic-
tion, that Jesus, the risen Saviour, is at the
door of men’s lives. The result of this
manifestation of the power of Jesus will be
ever the same—many will believe in Him.

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

The apostolic church is a missionary
church. v. 32,

The holiness of believers should reflect the
holiness of God. v. 32.

Compassion for the needy is a mark of
likeness to Christ. v. 33,

The great Physician alone can cure fallen
mankind. v. 34

The agent is the disciple ; the power is the
Master’s. v. 34, ’

A miracle, like a church bell, attracts
attention. v. 35.

Ministering to the poor is ministering to
Christ. v. 36.

“Death knocks with impartial foot at the
cottage of the peasant and the palace of the
prince.” v. 37.

Faith reveals itself in the use of means.
v. 38,

We may live so that we shall be missed
when we die. v. 39.

The secret of power is to be alone with
God. v. 40.

In a little poem, says the Sunday School
Times, Alice W. Rollins tells of watching a
potter, whose one foot was kept with ‘ never-
slackening speed, turning his swift wheel
round,”” while the other foot rested patiently
on the ground. When he heard the excla-
mation of sympathy with him in his toil,
““How tired his foot must be!" the potter
corrected the common mistake as to the real
source of weariness :

““Slowly he raised his patient eyes,

With homely truth inspired :
No, marm, it isn’t the foot that kicks,
The one that stands gets tired.”

Reasons against Peter’s missionary jour-
neys:

1. Let us convert Jerusalem first.

2. Let us keep Peter, our best preacher
and worker, at home.

3. We need the money for the home
church. * Charity begins at home.”

4. The unconverted abroad do not wish
Peter’s preaching, anyway.

Reasons like the above were alleged by
those who had retained the old Jewish
narrowness. Doubtless, aleo, by the easy-
going Laodicean-like Christians.

Peter would answer as follows :

1. The Lord hath commanded me. I dare
not disobey, “ Go into all the world.” He
said, ‘“ Ye shall be witnesses unto me both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judwa, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the
earth.”

2. The Gospel will spread over the world
all the more quickly, if I go to those abroad
who need it. If I wait to convert the rem-
nant of stony hearts in Jerusalem, I shall
wait till my dying day.

3. The work among the unconve.ted
abroad needs the most skill and courage and
staying-power. The lead.rs must go.

4. Many churches in many places will
bring the world sooner to Christ than one
big church in one place.

‘5. Sacrifice for the lost world will enlarge
the mind and hearts of the home church
with a love for the world like Christ’s love.

The name “saints’’ sums up all that
every Christian should be. If it has gone
out of use it is like certain bank-notes with-
drawn because of numerous counterfeits.
The ideal suggested is inspiring. Pray that
the day may soon come when *‘ All shall be
saints and Christ their King.”

These four things, says Hale, are necessary
to make up a ‘“good deed” : (1) The prin-
ciple from which it proceeds must be good
—a good and honest heart ; (2) The matter
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must be good ; (3) It must be well done ; (4)
It must be done to the glory of God.

Dorcas was a woman who did good deeds
and wae loved. All who do goods deeds are
not loved nor loveable. Some do good deeds
from a grievous sense of duty. They never
strike fire in their neighbor’s breast, they
are not loved, they will not be missed. Some
do good deeds and despise the weakness of
others. They are not loved. They will not
be missed. Some do good out of a genuine,
kindly sympathy. They cast the charms of
aloving personality upon one and all. They
are loved. They, like Dorcas, are missed,
when their time has come.

«These, though their names appear not on
the scroll

0f martyrologists, laid down their life

Not less a martyrdom in Jesus’ eyes—

For his dear brethren’s sake, watching the
couch

0f loathsome sickness, or of slow decay,

Or visiting the captive in his cell,

Or struggling with a burden not their own

Until their weary life-strings wore away—

These, too, are martyrs, brother.”

—Bickersteth

« Alms-deeds.” There isa whole sermon
in the history of the Greek word. It first
meant mercy, pity, in the heart or disposi-
tion. Then, the deed that was kind. The

heart first—the kind deeds aiter: *‘ Out of
the abundance of the heart, the mouth
speaketh.”’

Light from the East

Lyppa ; called Lod in the Old Testament,
was a large village, almost a city, about nine
miles from Joppa, at the south end of the
plain of Sharon, on the road between Babylon
and Egypt and near the road from Jerusalem
tothesea. It became a Christian centre and
was the scene of the martyrdom of George,the
patron saint of England. The ruins of a large
church built over his tomb still remain, with
a Greek chapel in one end and a mosque in
the other. The modern village is a dismal
collection of dirt, disease and squalor.

Joppa ; the modern Jaffa, the seaport of
Jerusalem, is built on the only rocky emin-
ence on the coast of Southern Palestine. A
reef of rocks runs in front of it nearly parallel
to the shore and round inside of this, small
Oriental craft can venture in calm weather.
All large vessels must anchor nearly a mile
out, and when the sea is rough this is impos-
gible. The first railway in Palestine connects
Jaffa with Jerusalem, from which it is 64
miles distant by rail and 40 by the road.
The population is at least 25,000, one-half
Mohammedans, and the other half Christians
and Jews, but each faith here includes many
types and nationalities.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

Thig section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Bible Class Teachers
AN ANALYSIS :

The events mentioned in this lesson
occurred after Saul’s conversion and during
the three years he spent in Arabia and
Damascus. It was a time of “rest”” and
spiritual growth in the churches in Jud:wa,
Galilee and Samaria, v. 81. Some have
accounted for this ‘ rest” by the departure
of Saul the persecutor from Jerusalem, and
others by the struggle of the Jews against
(Caligula’s attempt to set up his own image
in the temple Josephus Ant. 18, 8. 2-9).
During this period of tranquillity Peter made
a tour among Christians in various quarters,

not a few of them, probably, Gentile con-
verts. We note—

1. The places mentioned in the lesson. (a)
Lydda or Lod, afterwards named Diospolis,
a village of about two thousand inhabitants,
gituated amid luxuriant orchards and fields
of grain, near the Mediterranean, about a
day’s journey from Jerusalem. (b) Joppa,
now called Jaffa, a thriving port on the
Mediterranean, 45 miles north-west of Jeru-
galem and connected by railway with the
Holy City. Itis about six miles from Lydda.
These two places were the scene of two
great miracles.

2. The persons on whom the miracles were
wrought : (a) Aneas. Very little is known
of this man. His Greek name may indicate
that he wasa Greek or Hellenistic Jew. From
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the manner in which Peter addressed him,
he seems to have been a believer and familiar
with the Saviour’s name. He was a help-
less invalid, for eight years paralyzed
and confined to his couch or pallet—a fit
object of compassion. (b) Tabitla or Dor-
cas. The former is the Aramaic, the latter
the Greek name. Both signify the same,
a gazelle or antelope—a common female
name in Palestine. She was a Christian of
rare attainments and wide influence. The
good she did was recognized ac held in
affectionate remembrance by ‘“‘all the
widows,” whe were doubtless her associates
in Christian service, v. 39; 1 Tim. 5: 3-10.
The testimony of Luke in her favor is strong
and comprehensive.  She ““ was full of good
works,” etc., v. 36. Her name is held in
honor and her example followed by an in-
numerable company of workers to this day.
We have no details as to her last illness and
death. Interest is concentrated upon her
life and resurrection.

3. The miracle of the resurrection of Dorcas.
The part taken by Peter in connection with
this event is very noteworthy. (a) A depu-
tation of “two men” was sent for him to
Lydda, v.38. The fame of the miraculous
works of the apostles, and especially of
Peter, whose very shadow was believed to
have curative efficacy (read ch.5: 12-16),
had reached Joppa ; hence the deputation.
(b) Peter was brought to *“ the upper cham-
ber”’—the place of prayer (Acts 1 : 13, 14)—
where the body was laid. He listened to
the broken-hearted mourners, as they
showed him palpable proofs of the goodness
of Dorcas. What was said is not all
recorded. (¢) * He put them all forth”
(v. 40), not with violence or by force but
gently, as he had seen Jesus do in the house
of Jairus, Mark 5: 40. Elisha did the same
at the resurrection of the Shunammite’s son,
2 Kings 4: 33. (d) Quietness and eolitude
being thus secured, he ** kneeled down, and
prayed,” . 40. He prayed to Christ who
had commissioned His aposties to ‘‘raise
the dead ” (Matt. 10 : 8), and they uniformly
recognized the forth-putting of His omnipo-
tence in their miracles, Acts 3 : 6, 16 ; 4: 10,
9: 84. (e) He spoke to the corpse, and life
returned to it. Like the daughter of Jairus,

““ her spirit came again,” Luke 8: 55. It
was absent, existing apart from her body,
and returned. Peter ‘““gave her his hand ™
(v. 41), as he had seen Jesus take ‘‘the
damsel by the hand”” (Mark 5: 41), and he
““presented her alive” to the saints and
widows, v. 41.

4. The outcome of the healing of Aineas and
the resurrection of Dorcas. All the inhabitants
of the village of Lydda and those of Saron
“turned to the Lord,” v. 85. At Joppa
““many believed in the Lord,” v. 42. There
was thus a great field of usefulness opened
to Peter in which he remained for a time,
v. 43. Miraculous evidence does not save,
Christ alone is the Saviour. But God uses
the manifestation of His supernatural power
to bring men to the Saviour,

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

" We come back again now to Peter. A
moment or two may be spent with the events
of vs. 21-30, which relate to Saul. They
must not, however, lead us away from
Peter, who, for some weeks, will be the
central figure in our studies. We shall re-
turn to Saul by and by. Make the fact
mentioned in v, 31 clear (see Connecting
Links). This quiet gave opportunity for
the vigorous prosecution of Christian work,
in which Peter took the first place.

The events of to-day’s lesson are two
miracles. This simple plan is suggested—
study the miracles one by one ; then gather
up three or four of the chief points illustrated.

1. The palsied man restored, 32-35. It was
done by a man like himself, but who had
already wrought similar marvels, ch. 3;
5 : 1216, as well as an awful miracle of judg-
ment, ch. 5:1-10. There was no doubt
about Aneas being a hopeless cripple—he
had been paralyzed for eight years. The
healing was publicly done—no hole and
corner work. It was very quietly effected.
It was done in the name of Jesus Christ, and
not in Peter’sown name. (Compare chs. 3 :
6,16;4:10; 9:34.) It wasin fulfilmentofa
promise, Matt. 10:8. It was gquick and
thorough, v. 34. And it proved a barb that
fastened the truths of the Gospel in the
hearts of many.

2, The dead raised up, 36-43. A lovely
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character and a lovely life, that of Dorcas,
v. 36 ; and loved, as those who show their
love in practical ways are apt to be, v. 39.
The man of God is a tower of strength in
time of trouble, v. 38, (Compare 2 King 4:
18-22.) Peter went willingly ; for it is no
small part of a minister’s duty to bring com-
fort to the sorrowing. The details of the
miracle follow closely the pattern in Mark
5:38-42. But Peter, like Elisha (2 Kings
4:33), prays to God. Again, as in the case
of Dorcas, it is by a higher power than hig
own, and again many believe on the Lord,
from whom the power came.

Mark these truths—(1) Peter, the great
apostle, is a diligent pastor. He is great
with individuals, as well as with crowds.
(2) The power of God in a man makes him
godlike in power. (8) Christ’s servants re-
joice to give Him all the glory. (4) Love
brings love. (5) Christ gives life and power
to dead souls, as well as to dead bodies.

Some Test Questions

In what condition was the church now?

To what was this owing?

On what errand was Peter, v. 527

What points to be noted in the healing of
Eneas?

What was the effect of the miracle ?

Give an account of Dorcas and her good
work.

145

Why was Peter thought of and sent for?

Who were the * widows " of v. 807

After what example did Peter act?

In what point specially was his miracle
different ?

Prove from Scripture
That kindness should be remembered.

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)

1. Anaccount of Peter’s previous miracles.
2. Dorcas as a Christian worker.
3. Miracles as a witness to the Gospel.

The Catechism

Ques. 17. The estate into which the fall brought
mankind. The word “ estate” is from the
Latin status, a standing, through the French,
and means “condition or circumstances of
any person or thing.” Tt is used here in this
sense, although now more commonly con-
fined to landed possessions. It was “man-
kind,” the whole race, not our first parents
alone, who were affected by the fall, as
Ques. 16 declares. The sad condition of the
race through the fall is described, “ briefly
but pungently,” as Professor Salmond puts
it, by the two words ““sin”’ and “ misery."”
His “estate of sin’’ implies *“a burden of
guilt oppressing him, and the power of a
disease weakening and corrupting him with-
in”; his “estate of misery,” all the woe
which moral ruin has brought with it.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LI1 TLE ONES

Links—Show some blossoms—what kind of gardens were we talking about last Sunday ?
We heard about a man into whose heart Jesus shone and made him A SHINING LIGHT—

Recall Lesson. Sing—

I svovo SHINE ror Jesus

¢ Jesus bids usshine, with a clear
pure lighs,

Like a little candle burning in

the night.

In this world of darkness, we

must all shine,

You in your small corner and

1in mine.” -

Some Shining Lights—We shall
draw three candles and call them
PETER—ENEAS—DORCAS.

Peter—Recall some of the ways
in which Peter had been *‘ letting
his light shine.”” (Speak of the

gad time when Peter hid his
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light, denied Christ.) We last heard of
Peter in Samaria (Map). He came to Lydda
(Map). Here is a house in Lydda (Square).
In it is a sick man. He has palsy (Explain)
verse 34, Peter was letting his light shine.
He used his power.

Repeat Golden Text.
praise to Jesus.)

Aneas- How did ZEneas let his lightshine ?
He obeyed—a good way to shine. We can
ghine by our lives, even if we do not preach.
People will see that Jesus has made us
better boys and girls. Repeat—

““ Oh that our lives may teach
All people what Thou art,
And plead by more than speech
For Thee with every heart !"

Dorcas—Have the little girls been think-
ing it is only the men who can shine for
Jesus? Listen, while we hear about the
good woman Dorcas, who lived in Joppa
(Map). If ghe heard of a poor little girl who
had no pretty playthings, she would take
her something to make her happy—or of a
little boy whose clothes were ragged and
boots worn out, she would try to get better
ones for him. People gave her clothing and
she with her own hands sewed and mended

(We should give all
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She helped the needy. Repeat—
““ A few little bits of pictures

And some toys ;—tgey were not new,

But they made a sick child happy,

And they made me happy too.

Only some outgrown garments ;

They were all I had to spare ;

But they helped to clothe some needy one

And the poor are everywhere.”

Tell the story of Dorcas’ sickness and
death. Peter is asked to come to her. He
is taken to her room. Who are there?
What do they show Peter? What does
Peter do and say? What wonderful things
happen? What is the result?

Little Lights—

Reneat (bowed heads—hands clasped)

“ God make my life a little light
Within the world to glow,
A little flame that burneth bright
Wherever I may go.”

A Home Sunbeam—*‘ Sunbeams are the
golden children of the great and mighty sun.”

We can all be children of the great and
mighty *‘ Sun of Righteousness.” Try to be
a “Home Sunbeam ''—Keep on shining all
through your life, till you reach the beauti-
ful “City of Light —leaving a path of sun-
shine behind you. *‘The path of the just is
as the shining light, that shineth more and

it for the poor. Thus she let her light shine.  more unto the perfect day.” (Repeat).

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

A DAY'S WORR

An Errand of Comfort

The Restoring of a Life
An Ingathering of Souls

High ideals help ; and often an impulse given in the right direction and at the right
moment will change the direction of a life from downwards to upward. Here was a great
man—along with Paul and John, one of the three greatest men who ever lived. How does
he employ himself? Here is a day’s work of his. It looks far away from us, but.is it? It
began with AN ErrAND or CoMrort—to the sorrowing friends of Dorcas. Where is the spot
where there are no sad hearts? And who is there that cannot by word or look bring
comfort? May not the same be said of crushed, discouraged people? They are all about
ue. The touch of our stronger hope may be to them like Tae Restoring or A Lire. And
such living as will bring comfort and cheer and strength to those in need of it will bring
AN INGATHERING oF Seuws ; for it is a strong and sure testimony to the Lord Jesus.
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Lesson IIT. PETER AND

CORNELIUS April 20, 1902

Acts 10: 34-44, Study Acts 10: 34-48, Commit to memory vs. 42-44, Read Acts 10 : 1-34.

34 1 Then Pe'ter opened his mouth, and said, Of a
truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons :

35 But in every nation he that feareth him, and
worketh righteousness, is 2accepted with him.

38 The word which 3 God sent unto the children of
ls"r:lell, preaching 4 peace by Je'sus Christ : (he is Lord
o !

97 6 That word, Isay, ye know, which was published
throughout all Jud®’a, 6and began from Gal’ilee,
after the baj which John preached ;

98 1 How anointed Je‘sus of Naz'areth with the
l!u&:;x Ghost and with power: who went about doing
s , and healing all that were oppressed of the

evil; for God was with him.

39 And we are witnesses of all things which he did

ed Version—! And ; 2 Acceptable to; 3 He;

both in the sland of the Jews, and in Jeru'salem;
whom 9 they slew 19and hanged on a tree :

40 Him God raised up the third day, and 11 shewed
him uycn\y 3

11 Not to all the people, bt unto witnesses chosen
hefore of God, even to us, who did eat and drink with
him after he rose from the dead.

42 And he 12commanded us to Vﬂwh unto the
people, and to testify that 13 it is he which 14 was
ordained of God fo be the Judge of quick and dead,

43 To him 1sgive all the prophets witness, that
through his name 16 whosoever believeth in him shall
receive remission of sins.

44 While Pe'ter yet spake these words, the Holy
Ghost fell on all them which heard the word,

4Good tidings of peace; 5 That saying ye yourselves

Revis
know ; 6 Beginning ; 7Even Jesus of Nazareth, how that God anointed him ; # Country ;9 Also ; 10 Hunging
him; 11 Gave him to be made manifest ; 12 Charged ; 13This; 14]8; 15 Bear; Iﬂlfveryone that believeth on him,

GOLDEN TEXT
Acts 10 : 34, God is no respecter of persons,
DAILY READINGS
—Acts 10: 1-16. A devout man,
cts 10:17-29, Peter's journey.
: 30-48. Peter and Cornelius,
A centurion’s faith.
Ministry to Gentiles,
Christ and the Samaritan,
Blessing for the Gentiles.
CATECHIEM
Q. 18. Wherein_consists the sinfulness of that estate
whereinto man fell ¢
A. The sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell
consists in the guilt of Adam’s first sin, the want of
original righteousness, and the mrrurtlun of his
whole nature, which is commonly called Original

M
T,
T
¥
8,
8.

gin: together with all actual transgressions which
proceed from it
TIME AND PLACE
Close joined to last lesson, Peterstill at the tanner's
house inJoppa: probably A.D. 38-40. Cresaren, where
Cornelius lived, was the Roman capital of Judien,
about 83 miles north of Joppa.

LESSON PLAN
1. Peter’s i)ueonrv. 84, 35,
That God 18 no respecter of persons,

11, Peter’ 3 3
God's v:omml. now made known to the
Gentiles,
I11, Its Result, 44,
The ompour{ng of the Holy Ghost on the Gentiles.
LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise 562; 81 (Ps. Sel.) ; 555, 438; 134: 126.

EXPOSITION

Connecting Links—The history of the
church is widening to the Gentile world.
We have had hints of this in Philip’s preach-
ing in Samaria (8 : 26-40), and in Saul's
conversion (9 : 1-15).  But hitherto the most
of the converts were Jews. The Gentiles,
however, were goon to feel the power of the
Gospel. Cornelius, a Roman centurion, or
captain of a hundred (v. 1) and a Gentile,
is instructed by an angel in a vision to send
for Peter, vs. 3-6. He was a devout man
and had learned the worship of the true
God, v. 2. Peter, who had hitherto not
carried the Gospel to any but Jews, is in-
structed not to despise the Gentiles, vs. 9-16.
He is bidden to go to Cornelius and he went,
ve. 19-22.  Our lesson tells of Cornelius’ con-
version, through Peter’s visit and ministry.
1. Peter’s Discovery, 34, 85.

V. 34. Peter opened his mouth; a Hebrew
phrase prefacing a formal discourse. Peter
had explained why he had come, and Cor-
neliug, why he had sent for him, vs. 23-33.
0Of a truth I perceive. He had learned it ina

vision from God (vs. 9-16). God is no re-
specter of persons. He welcomes the whole
world, Gentile as well as Jew, John 3 : 16.
That the offer of salvation is for all, and not
for Jews alone, is a great discovery that now
breaks upon the church. (Rom. 2:6-11.)
V. 35. But in every nation; no matter of
what race or color. He that feareth him ; not
the fear of the slave, but the reverence ofa
dutiful child for a loving parent. Worketh
righteousness ; does what is right as the result
of a right attitude towards God. Is accepted ;
not on the ground of merit, but because
within the soul there is the true principle of
faith (v. 43), as in the case of the Syro-
Pheenician woman (Matt. 15 : 28), and of
the heathen centurion, Luke 7 : 1-9.  Peter
is not teaching that the heathen can be saved
by their own religions, and that, therefore,
they have no need of the Gospel. If that
were 80, he would not have been sent to
Cwmsarea. But his words imply that there
may be some in heathen lands who, following
the leading of the light they have, and

e ST S R T
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earnestly seeking to obey the law written
within, are accepted of God, for He sees
within the soul the germ of a true faith.

V. 86. The word which God sent; the mes-
sage of the Gospel. 7o the children of Israel.
The offer of salvation was first made to the
Jew and afterwards to the Gentile, Matt.
10 : 5, 6. Preaching peace ; between man
and man (Luke 2:14), and between the
sinner and his God, Rom. 5 :1. By Jesus
Christ ; the only Saviour, Acts 4 :12. He is
Lord of all; and, therefore, the only One
who can grant forgiveness, and who is
worthy of our homage, vs. 25, 26.

V. 87. That word, I say, ye know. Cor-
nelius, though a Gentile, had some know-
ledge of the teaching of Jesus. (Mark 7 : 24-
29.) Philip, the
evangelist, was
nowatCesarea
(ch. 8:40), and
Cornelius, who
lived there (v.
1), may have
heard about
Christ from
him., Judea
and . . Galilee ;
thechiefscenes
of Christ’s
ministry.
John; the Bap-
tist, and the
herald of
Christ, Luke
8:8,

II. Peter's Message, 38-43.

V. 38! Even Jesus of Nazareth (Rev. Ver.) ;
to be connected with *“ ye know " of v. 37.
Cornelius knew of Him by report. See
above. How that God anointed him (Rev.
Ver.); as kings and priests were anointed
and set apart for special work. (Matt. 3 :
16 tells of the anointing of the Holy Spirit.)
The word “Christ” means ‘‘Anointed.”
Doing good ; using His divine power in be-
half of others. Al that were oppressed. Sin
oppresses like a tyrant. By the devil; by
Satan, especially in cases of demon-posses-
sion (Mark 1 : 26); but see also Luke 3 : 16,
od was with him; not only in fellowship
but in oneness. He was and is very God.

Peter and Cornelius

Vs. 39,40, We arewitnesses ; eye-witnesses,
and could, therefore, speak from personal
knowledge. Saul saw Jesuson the Damascus
road, ch. 9. All things which he did, etc.;
during the three years of His wonderful
ministry. Whom they ; the Jews. Hanged
on @ tree; crucified on a cross. Him God
raised up ; thus condemning their treatment
of Him, and showing Christ’s glory and
honour. This is a favorite contrast in the
Acts. (See2: 23,24.) Shewed him openly ;
and by many proofs (v. 41) convinced them
that the risen Lord was He who had lived
and loved and died.

Ve 41, 42, Not to all the people. Jesus
did not appear publicly in the presence of
the Jewigh people; for they were not pre-
pared for such
an appearance,
and would not
have believed
even had they
seen Him. The
very disciples,
with their
trained faith,
were incredu-
lous until they
were convine-
ed by the plain-
est facts, But
unto witnesses ;
the chosen
twelve. He
commanded us.
This command
is impliedin ¢h. 1: 8. The people; the Jew-
ish people. To testify ; to bear testimony to
what they had seen and knew. Ordained ;
appointed. Quick and dead; the living and
the dead (Rom. 14 : 10).

V. 43. To him gave all the prophets witness.
All of the Old Testament prophetical works
refer to Christ gave three, namely, Habakkuk,
Nahum and Jonah. Through his name, etc.
It is through Christ only that salvation is
obtained. All who feel the burden of sin,
and who long to escape from the guilt and
the power of sin may find salvation by
trusting in Jesus Christ, ch. 2: 38.

III. Its Result, 44.

V. 44. While Peter yet spake; explaining
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to Cornelius and the others present the way
of salvation, The Holy Ghost Jell on them.
They believed the word, and were willing to
obey the will of Christ, and were thus pre-
pared for the gift of the Spirit. It was the
Gentiles’ Penfecost (compare ch2:4), and
the fact that the Spirit was given before
baptism shows that the gift does not depend
upon that rite.

Vs. 45-48, It was a great surprise to the
Jewish converts, who looked upon the Gen-

tiles as outcasts, to see them receive the
Holy Ghost, and speak with tongues, as the
Jews had done at Pentecost, and they gave
praise to God, vs. 45, 46. There could
now be no possible objection to the Gentiles
being received into the church by baptism,
since God had received them. ¢ In baptism
both the water and the Spirit were required,
¢h. 11: 16. Thegreater had been bestowed,
could the lesser be withheld?” So they
were “ baptized in the name of the Lord.”

APPLICATION

God is mo respecter of persons, V. 34, This
was no new truth, although it came to Peter
at this time with new force and clearness.
Eight centuries before the birth of Christ)
Amos combatted the belief of the typica
Israelite that the interest of Jehovah in
human affairs was bounded by the confines
of his own land. This first of the prophets
whose writings have come down to us, de-
clared that God was concerned with the joys
and sorrows, the uprisings and downifallings
of all mankind and not merely with those of
the few millions whom He had brought out
of Egypt and placed in Canaan. 1f God
had brought Israel out of Egypt, He had
equally brought ““ the Philistines from Caph-
tor and the Syrians from Kir,” Amos 9:7
God’s regard for men is not bounded by
degrees of latitude and longitude. His love
embraces every land on which His sun

_shines, He bestows special blessings on
particular peoples, that they may be reser-
voirs and channels to convey these blessings
{o the whole world. The fire is confined in
the stove only that it may heat the room.
We light the lamp to illuminate the place
around. '

In cvery nation he that feareth him, and work-
eth righteousness is acceptable to him, (Rev.
Ver.), v. 35. Every great change in the
natural or spiritual world sets us to search
for some cause sufficient to account for the
change. The story of the Acts describes a
remarkable revolution in the minds of the
apostles. Up to a certain time they showed
the narrow national prejudices of their
countrymen. They thought of the kingdom
proclaimed by Christ as an earthly Jewish
Kingdom, Acts 1:6. After that time we

see Peter offering salvation to all who call on
the name of the Lord (Acts 2 : 21) and now
preaching the Gospel to a company of Rom-
ans in the house of Cornelius. It is as if all
their old imperfect notions about salvation
had been swept away by a powerful wind or
burned up in a consuming fire. It is the
descent of the Holy Ghost that accounts for
this radical change. It is a moral miracle
wrought by divine power.

The word which God sent, v. 36. Peter told
Cornelius that story of Jesus Christ, but he
did not tell it just as interesting history, but
as “the word which God sent’’ ; that is,
Jesus is a messenger of God to the world.
His ““doing good” is a message of God's
kindnese. His power over the devil a token
of God’s power to deliver us. Hissorrow on
the cross is more than the tragic end of His
life. It is God’s message or word of forgiv-
ing love given the world.

We are witnesses, v. 39. The work of the
apostle, which is alike the duty of every
Christian, is to bear witness to Jesus, not
simply tell the story, but to be a living
witness of its power to save.

Him God raised, v. 40. A living church
witnesses to a living Christ. The testimony
of Peter and the other apostles to the resur-
rection of Jesus was irresistible, because
they were able to point to miracles wrought,
to human lives transformed, to a church
made pure and joyful and strong by His
power. It is our duty, also, to bear witness
to a risen Saviour. Our witness will be real
and powerfu! il we have found the living
Christ to be a force in our hearts, saving
from gin and compelling to righteousness.
It is out of the fulness of our own experience
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of Him that we are enabled go to witness
that others are persuaded to make trial of
His grace and power.

Ordained . . to be the Judge of quick and
dead, v. 42. Three thoughts are suggested
by the declaration that Jesus is to be the
Judge of all mankind. 1. A man will subdue
the rebellion of mankind. In God's plan,
redemption is not only for man but also
through man. See Gal. 4:4,5; 1 Cor. 15 :
99, The final blow to evil will be dealt by a
man. 2. The fact that Jesus will be our
Judge destroys all excuse for gin. We ghall
not be able to say to Him that our tempta-
tions were too great for us to endure. For
He endured temptations equally great, and
His grace was offered to enable us to resist.
We shall not venture before Him to com-
pare ourselves with others to our own
advantage. For His perfect life has been
before us for our imitation. The secret
thought that God is a hard master will die
away before the memory of His love and
gentleness. There will be no excuse for sin,
because our Judge shared and overcame our
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temptations and was willing that we should
share His strength. 3. The announcement
beforehand that Christ is the Judge removes
from His people all terror of that great day.
That must be a solemn day for us when we
think of our sins before and after conversion,
and the imperfection of our service. But
we need not fear it, because the Judge is our
Saviour. Those who abandon the plea of
innocence and rest on the finished and
accepted work of Christ on that day will
face the Judge without dread ;

“Teach me to die that so I may
With joy behold the judgment day.”

Whosoever believeth . . shall receive remission
of sins, v. 43. Faith brings us into union
with Christ, as the Suspension Bridge spans
the chasm at Niagara. It is the way along
which the blessings of salvation come into
our lives.

The Holy Ghost fell on all, v. 44. God
recognizes no aristocracy in the church, but
bestows His choicest gifts on the humblest
of His children.

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

From the top of amountain, the giant and
the dwarf at its foot are equal in stature. v. 35.

God judges, not according to race, or
family connections, but according to charac-
ter. v. 35,

We cannot know Christ as Saviour unless
we know Him as Master. v. 36.

The power of God overcomes the power
of the devil in a human life. v. 38,

TPhe resurrection of Christ is God’s answer
to the accusations of His enemies. vs. 39, 40.

The risen Christ is a real and not a phan-
tom Christ. v. 41.

The Judge of humanity is Himself human
as well as divine. v. 42.

Remission of sins is a universal need ; the
name of Jesus is a universal provision ; faith
is the universal condition on which remis-
gion is bestowed. v. 43.

Cornelius was already one of those Chris-
tian gentlemen who hold their commission in
the army less for their own sake than for the
sake of the soldiers ; and their landed estates
less for their own sake than for the sake of

their farmers and gardeners and ccachmen
and grooms ; and their factories less for their
own gake than for the sake of their factory
hands ; and their offices less for their own
sake than for the sake of their clerks ; and
their shops less for their own sake than for
the sake of their shopmen and ghopwomen ;
and their houses at home less for their own
sake than for the sake of their children, and
their domestic servants and their ever-wel-
come guests,—Dr. Alexander Whyte.

Heart searching questions are suggested by
this story.

1. Do you think of Jesus as your Saviour,
forgetting all the rest of the world?

2. Do you not feel that God is no respecter
of persons, that He thinks of, and loves all,
and that Jesus is really for the world, great
and emall, saint and sinner; and will you
not try to make room in the church for the
darkest heathen and the vilest sinner that
calls on His name?

3. Should you not also, if you are dis-
heartened by sin, feel that there is a place
for you too among God’s own people ?
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Peloubet quotes the lines of Susan Coolidge
—how aptly they teach the lesson from
Peter’s summons to Cesarea 1
« s there no knocking heard below,

For which you should arise and go,

Leaving the vision, and again

Bearing its message unto men?

« Though pure and bright thy lighter air,

And hot the street and dull the stair,

Still get thee down, for who ghall know,

But 'tis the Lord who knocks below 7"

In every nation, he that feareth God is
accepted. Bengel says pointedly, “ This
does not affirm that the religion is matter of
indifference, but the nationality.”

Two men, strangers to one another, are
brought together for theirsoul’'sgood by God.

« The gaint beside the ocean prayed,

The soldier in his chosen bower.”

But God has His eye on them both.
He leads Cornelius to ask for Peter. He
enlarges Peter's horizon and heart to go 10
Cornelius. Wenever know what God’s spirit
is doing in the heart of our neighbor. When
he putsin us the impulse togo todo himgood,
we should go, making sure the way has been
prepared for us. Ii we are in Cornelius’
position and need Christian sympathy and
guidance from pastor or teacher or any other,
we should invite their help, making equally
sure that God has been enlarging their hearts
to understand us and welcome us.
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Peter welcomed Cornelius—widened his
horizon. Cornelius welcomed Peter—it was
the saving of his soul.

Light from the East

ASTONISHED (V. 45)—Almost every nation
in the past was originally exceedingly ex-
clusive, thinking itself the mother of civiliza-
tion, and holdingall other people barbarians,
as the Chinese and some others do still.
Baut probably no people had guch an insane
national pride as the Jews. Their history,
their religion, their literature, nourished a
self-esteem and an arrogant contempt for
other nations which it is difficult for us to
understand. They thought a single Jew was
of more value in the gight of God than all
the other nations of the earth combined,
since these were made only to perish forever.
So it was intolerable for & pious Israelite to
think that a Gentile could receive any
special favor from God. It took the early
Jewish converts to Christianity a long time
to understand that Gentiles could enter the
church without passing through the gate of
Judaism. To us it seems the simplest and
most natural thing imaginable that they
ghould do so, but Paul many years afterwards
refers to this as a mystery unknown to other
ages, but now made known to favored in-
dividuals by a special revelation of the Holy
Spirit, Eph. 3 : 3-6.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Bible Class Teachers
AN ANALYSIS

Peter and Cornelius were brought together
by a special revelation from God to each of
them. The event was full of religious eig-
nificance. It was the turning point in
apostolic missionary activity, which from
that time was to be directed to Gentiles as
well as Jews. We notice :

1. The discovery made by Peter. (a) *“ That
God is no respecter of persons,’ V. 84 ; that
ig, He treats all men with perfect equity.
In governing mankind and in dispensing
the blessings of the gospel, He is not swayed
by outward appearances oOr by race and

national considerations. (b) Peter, like the
other apostles, realized this truth slowly.
He might have learned it from the Hebrew
geriptures. The impartiality of God is there
distinctly taught, 2 Chron. 19:7. He might
also have concluded from the miracles and
lessons of his Saviour during these years
that Gentiles were not shut out from the
benefits of the gospel. (For example Matt.
8:10; 15 : 28). (¢) So completely was he
under the influence of narrow Jewish preju-
dices that it requiredat.hrice-repealcd object
lesson and a voice from heaven, to show him
the truth, which he afterwards taught, 1
Pet. 1 :17.

9. The message delivered (o Cornelius by
Peter. (a) It was a message divinely taught
him and deeply impressed on his own heart ;
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and it was, therefore, effective to all who
heard it. What we really believe, and that
alone, we teach with power. (b) It was an
old message. It had long before been sent
of God to the children of Israel, v. 36, It
was no innovation, but a fuller unfolding of
truth revealed from the beginning. This
was the view urged by Paul before King
Agrippa, Acts 26 : 6, 7. (c) It was a message
of salvation for men of all nationalities—
Gentiles as well as Jews—through Jesus
Christ. The sermon is not given at length.
We have only indications of the general
trend of thought it contained. Like the
discourse on the day of Pentecost it is mainly
historical. It containsg the general funda-
mental declaration that men who fear God
and work righteousness are accepted with
Him, irrespective of race or descent, v. 35.
This fear and working of righteousness are
not made the ground or cause of salvation,
but rather the fruit of it. They are attain-
able only through Jesus Christ. And there-
fore (d) Peter's message deals specifically
with the truth regarding the Saviour’s Per-
son, offices and work. He was anointed at
His baptism with the Holy Ghost and with
power, Matt. 3:16. He manifested this
power during His public ministry in the
relief of those suffering from disease and the
devil, v. 38. Notwithstanding that He went
everywhere doing good, and only good (1
Pet. 2 :22), the Jews crucified Him, v. 39.
God raised Him from the dead the third day,
v. 40. (e) His resurrection was attested by
chosen witnesses, v. 41. These had abun-
dant opportunities of making sure of what
they testified, John 21 : 12 ; Luke 24 : 86-44.
Their evidence, which they persisted in giv-
ing at the risk of their lives, is far more con-
vincing than what could have been said by
the multitudes, had He appeared to them
openly. (f) He is to be preached as ‘“the
Judge of quick and dead”’ (v. 42), that is, of
those living at His second coming, (1 Cor.
15: 52; 1 Thess. 4: 16, 17. (g) All the
prophets are confidently referred to as hav-
ing taught that remission of sin can be en-
joyed only through faith in Jesus Christ, v.
43. To verify this fully, all their writings
should be examined ; but instead, read Luke
24:27-47 ; 1sa. 28: 16 ; Micah 7:18 ; Dan. 9:24.

3. The Lord set his seal of approval to Peter’s
message. (a) While it was being delivered,
the Holy Spirit came upon the entire com-
pany in His miraculous power, vs. 44-46,
(b) This opened the eyes of the Jews and
convinced them of their error regarding the
design of the gospel in relation to all men,
v. 45. Their narrow, self-righteous thought
that it should be confined to themselves, or
that the Gentiles must be admitted to the
church by circumecision, is now effectually
dissipated.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

“Then Peter opened his mouth "’ —so the
lesson begins. But his surroundings were
far different from those in which we found
him last. Then he was in Joppa, amidst
people of his own race and church. Now
he is in Cemsarea in a Centile home. We
think we know something of race feeling
—in some parts of our country it sets people
against one another. We have seen bigoted
people, too. But it is almost impossible for
anyone nowadays to even guess at how strong
the prejudice of the Jew was against all
not Jews. To eat with them would be like
eating deadliest filth or poison. And it took
the Jewish Christians a while to get away
from this inborn and inbred prejudice. How
Peter was driven from it, this chapter tells.
But do not go into details. These will come
out in next Lesson. It will be enough now
to show how that good Gentile officer
Cornelius (vs. 1, 2) was bidden of God to
send for Peter (vs. 3-6), and how God pre-
pared Peter by a curious vision to go with
them, and how he went, ve, 9-24.

Peter’s reception is strange and interest-
ing, vs. 25, 26 ; as were his first words to Cor-
nelius and his friends, vs. 27-29. The reply
of the centurion (vs. 30-33) leads up to Peter’s
address, a short sketch of which forms the
Lesson of to-day.

1. It was a great discovery Peter has made :
not merely new gold drifts, but a new world,
like Columbus. He ought to have known
it. See such passages as Deut. 10: 17; 2
Chron. 19: 7; Job 34: 19, with which he
was familiar. Then had not his Lord said—
Matt. 28: 19; Mark 16: 15, 16; Acts 1: 8?
And had not Peter himself said, Acts 2 : 38,




Peter and Cornelius

392 But old prejudices die hard. A won-
derful discovery! If it were not for this
truth, who would dare go as & missionary to
the heathen?

9. Tt was a great message that he gave—of
the divine Saviour, v. 38; crucified and risen
again, vs. 39, 40 ; to be the judge of all mens
v. 42 ; through whom comes the remission of
sing, v 43 (something that no mere man,
but only God, can give: we may pardon a
fault, for it is against man, but a sin is
against God); and this forgiveness, through
the simple stretching out of a hand—the
hand of faith, v. 43. (Compare John 3: 16,
the * Little Gospel.”)

9. Tt was a great resull—the Holy Ghost
coming upon all-Gentiles as they were—
who heard the word, because all believed.

Some Test Questions

Cornelius—who, and what sort of man?

How led to send for Peter?

Peter—how brought to go?

Describe his reception by Cornelius.

Relate the conversation that followed.

With whatgreat announcement does Peter
begin his discourse 4

What is meant by * feareth God™?

By “worketh righteousness '’ ?

What facts stated concerning Christ?

What happened while Peter gpoke?

Why a cause of astonishment ?
What act does Peter suggest?
What was there novel in the suggestion ?

Prove from Scripture
That Christ will be judge of all.

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)
1. Cornelius the devont soldier.
2. How to obtain remission of sins.
3. The first baptism of Gentiles.

The Catechism

Ques. 18. The estate of sin. Tt is a sad
inventory ; but what else can be looked for
when men set themselves against the Al-
mighty ? And “the deeper we see the
sinfulness to be of what we are by nature,
the tigher will be our view of what God's
grace is and does for us.” *“Guilt"” means
here liability to punishment. As Adam’s
posterity, we share in Adam’s guilt. Our
“ original righteousness’’ was lost by the
fall. We come into the world without it.
“The corruption of the whole nature”’ does
not mean that every man from earliest youth
is as bad as bad can be, but that all parte
of his nature are out of joint with God, and
therefore gin-blighted. Itisnot quite certain
whether the term “Qriginal sin’’ refers
only to “the corruption of the whole nature”
or to all that goes before, in the Questions.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Links—Show a thimble. When does Mother use her thimble? Do vou remember the
name of the good woman who sewed garments for the poor? Tell me about the other

two *Shining lights” and how

they ghone for Jesus.

Annie Lewis wasalittle cripple
girl, who could not run about
and play. She had to lie on the
lounge all day long. On a table
in her room was a little candle-
stick with a candle in it. The
candle was lighted for a while
every day, as she gaid, ‘“to re-
mind her that she was to be a
bright little light ghining for
Jesus, even if she were a cripple.”

Peter and Cornelius—We are
going to hear again about Peter

and a man, Cornelius, who lived
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in Cwmsarea (Map). The children will be
interested when youn begin to talk about
soldiers. The boys will be able to tell you
what we call the leader of a company of
soldiers—‘‘ Captain.” Cornelius was Cap-
tain (Centurion) of a hundred men. He was
a Roman soldier. Describe his character,
ch. 10:2. Tell the message he received
from God, vs. 3-6.  Describe Peter’s vision,
vs. 9-16.  Describe the eastern house by the
seaside, where Peter was when the vision
appeared to him. Impress the lesson that
we should respect everything that God has
made. Nothing is common. All things
living are the wonderful work of God and
show His power. Speak of the arrival of
Cornelius’ messengers at the house where
Peter was in Joppa. Peter, whose opinions
were entirely changed after the vision, very
gladly returns with them to the home of
Cornelius. Picture his reception, vs. 24-27.

Explain verse 28. Print JEW—GENTILE
(Explain). Describe the pride of the Jews.
They would not keep company with a person
of another nation or another religion.

Golden Text—The Golden Text is the key
to the whole lesson—‘‘ God is no respecter of
persons.””  This is a thought that needs to be

made real to the children. Wealth, beauty,
cleverness should not make us proud. Be-
ware of pride. Never ‘“look down’ on
anyone. All are alike in God's sight. ““All
have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God,” Rom, 3 : 23,

Draw a sunrise—God’s S-U-N shines ‘“‘on
the eviland on the good,” Matt. 5 : 45. God's’
8-0-N, Jesus, wants to ghine in every heart,
in every land. Peter told Cornelius what
our Golden Text tells us, vs. 34-36. He told
the story (which we all know) of the birth—
life—death—resurrection and commands of
Jesus. The result of Peter’s words is given
in vs. 44-48,

Jesus loves the little black-skinned chil-
dren of Africa and the little vellow ones of
China, and all the little heathen of India
and the Islands of the sea. God made their
skins of a different color from ours, but all
the HEARTS are alike and Jesus wants to
shine into all hearts and make them of one
color, “WHITE" and pure and full of love
for Him. Let us tell the heathen about
the LIGHT. That light has shined into our
hearts, that we may be glad, and tell to all
the world what joy and gladness Jesus
brings with Him.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

A GOSPE

Of Remission
Through Christ Jesus
For all

Describe again Cornelius and his friends eagerly waiting for the news, v. 33, second sen-
tence. Here is news indeed—good news (for that is what the word GOSPEL means). Show

that Cornelius, although ““a devout man”, and “ one that feared God”, a man of prayer
and full of charities, was not satisfied. He wanted to have pardon of sin, Remission, and
therefore peace with God and with his own conscience. Peter tells where it is to be found.
It is not come hidden treasure, to be searched for in gome far-away land. It is open and
at hand. The Man Curist Jesus bestows it ; and He has right so to do. (See vs. 38-42.)
Simply and easily may it be procured—*‘ Whosoever believeth in Him”, v. 43. Nor is it for
the favored few. The * whosoever’’ means just whosoever, and not one less : it is For ALL.
None need remain outside of God’s family. We may confidently carry this Gospel to *‘all
the world.” Hymn 129 or Hymn 562, Book of Praise, for the close.




Lesson 1V.

4 But Pe'ter 1 rehearsed the matter from the be?n-
nmq. and expounded it by order unto them, saying,

51 was in the city of Jop'pa pm'yh:f : and ina trance
1saw a vision, A ceruln vessel 2 descend, as it had
been a great sheet, let down from heaven by four
corners; and it came even to me :

6 Upon the which when I had fastened mine eyes,
1 considered, and saw 8 fourfooted beasts of the earth
n‘nd w‘ﬂd beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of
the 4 air,

7 And 1 heard 8 a voice saying unto me, Arise,
Pe'ter ; 6 slay and eat.

8 But I said, Not so, Lord : for nothing common or
unclean hath 7 at any time entered into my mouth.

9 But 8 the voice answered 9 me again from heaven,
What God hath cleansed, 10 that call not thou common.

Revised Version—

e; 4 Heaven ; 5 Also;

Kill ; 7 Ever entel

Gentiles Received into the Church

GENTILES RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH  April 27,
Acts 11: 415, Study Acts 11 :1-18.
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Commit to memory vs. 7-9.

10 And this was done 11 three times: and all were
drawn uA) ag:lu into heaven.

11 And, hold, 12 immediately there were three
men already come unto the house where I was, sent

m ‘s unto me.

12 And the spirit bade me g0 with them, 13nothing
doubting. Moreover these six brethren 14 accom-
panied me, and we entered into the man’s house :

13 And he 16 shewed us how he had seen 16 an
angel 17 in his house, which stood and said unto him,
gend 18 men to Jop'pa, and 19 call for Si'mon, whose
surname is Pe'ter ;

14 Who shall % tell thee words, whereby thou 2! and
all thy house shall be saved,

15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on
them 22as on us at the beginning.

Began and expounded the matter unto them in order ; 2 Descending, as it were ;
red; 8 A ; 9 The second time ous of ; 19 Make not thou ; 1 Thrice ;

3The ;
12 Forthwith three men stood before the house 1&which we were, having been sent ; 13 Making no distinction ;

And these six ; 14 Also; 18 Told ; 16 The ; 11 Stan

ng in his house, and saying; 18 Omitmen; 19 Fetch ; 20 Speak

>3
unto ; 2 Shalt be snvo.d. thou and all thy house ; 22 Even.

GOLDEN TEXT
Acts 10: 43. Wh believeth on him shall
receive remission of sins.
DAILY READINGS
1-18, Gentiles received into the church.
22, Brought nigh.
Righteousness of faith.

M. —Actali.
T, —Eph.2
—Rom. 9 30.

—Rom, 3 : 2031, Justified through faith.
. —Rom. 15: 8-10, God's mercy to Gentiles.
a —John10:7-16. One fold.

8. —Rev. 7 $17. From all nations.

CATECHISM
What is the misery of that estale whereinto man

Q. 19.
fell?
A. All mankind by their fall lost communion with

God, are under his wrath and curse, and so made liable
to all miseries in this life, to death itsell, and to the
pains of hell forever.

TIME AND PLACE

Not long after the incidents of last lesson at Joppa
and Casarea, about A.D, 39, 40, Peter i now at Jeru-
salem face to face with the ** apostles and brethren "

there.
LESSON PLAN
1. An Investigation, 4.
Of which verses ive the details.
11. An Explanation, 5-15.
The story of Peter's trance and vision at Joppa and
of how the Holy Ghost came upon the Gentiles.
LESSON HYMNS
Book of Praise 72 (Ps, Sel.) ;457 4395 131 ; 534 ; 434,

EXPOSITION

Connecting Links—This lesson shows us
how the reception of the Gentiles into the
church ‘without observing Jewish rites, was
regarded by the church at Jerusalem. It
was to be expected that the more conserva-
tive of the Jewish converts, who were still
zealous for the Law, would find fault with
Peter. But his explanation was satisfactory,
and the church bowed to the will of God.
The charge brought against Peter upon his
return to Jerusalem was that he had asso-
ciated with Gentiles and eaten with them,
ve. 1-3. This was a grievous gin in the eyes
of every pious Jew (Gal. 2 :12) and Jewish
convert to Christianity. The latter had not
fully broken away from the religious forms
of the Jews. Peter's defence follows.

1. An Investigation, 4.

Vs. 4, 5. Peter rehearsed the whole matter.
In making his defence he gave them all the
facts in connection with his vigit to Caesarea,
and then upon these facts he based the

argument of vs. 17, 18, which completely
met the charge of v. 3. Expounded it by
order ; gave each event in the order of its
occurrence.

II. An Explanation, 5-15.

In . . Joppa praying; on the house-
top, ch. 10 :9—a favorite place for prayer, on
account of its retirement. The roofs of
Oriental houses are flat, and gometimes gur-
rounded by a wall two or three feet high.
In a trance ; not a sleep, nor a dream, but in
a state of mind wherein a person geems to
pass out of himself and to gee things that he
could not see in his ordinary state. A certain
vessel descend ; through the opening skies
(10 : 11) to ghow him that the vigion was
from God. A great sheet ; let down by cords
fastened at the four corners. Tt came even to
me. The vision was specially for his benefit.

V. 6. Fastened mine eyes ; eagerly examin-
ing its contents. Four footed beasts, ete.; a
great variety of animals both clean and un-
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clean. God was teaching Peter that not only
Jews, but all classes and conditions of man-
kind, represented by the clean and unclean
animals, couid enter His kingdom.

Y. 7. I heard a voice; from the heavens.
Arise Peter.  He was kneeling in prayer,
10: 9. Slay and eat. Peter was very hungry
and was waiting for his noon-day meal (ch.
10 : 10), when he saw the vision. Its form,
therefore, is in keeping with his physical
need. By asking him to provide his food
from the vessel without making any distinc-
tion between clean and unclean animals, he
is taught that the laws relating to food, and
which had done g0 much to separate Jew
from Gentile, were now to be abolished.

V.8. Notso Lord. Tt was contrary to his
usual practice, both as a Jew and as a Jewish
believer. The early Christians did not at
first fully break away from Jewish religious
rites, It was only through time that the
church gradually grew away from the past,
and firmly took her stand upon the solid
ground of faith. Nothing common or unclean,
ete.; food forbidden by the Jewish law, Lev.
11and Deut. 14. A Jew would almost sooner
suffer death than disregard such laws.

Ve 9, 10. What God hath cleansed; or
pronounced clean. Call not thow common.
The emphasis is on ‘“‘thou,” as contrasted
with “God.” If God would receive Gentiles,
Peter should not raise any otjection. Three
times. The repetition was to impress the
lesson deeply upon his mind.

Gentiles Received into the Church

They were making enquiries at the gace of the
arched passage way that led into the court,
or square, around which the house was built,
10: 17, 18.  Nothing doubting. He had been
in doubt as to the meaning of the vision,
10: 17. These siz brethren ; present with
him in Jerusalem, and who had gone with
him to Cewsarea. The man's house ; the house
of Cornelius, whose company Peter was now
accused of keeping, v. 3.

Vs. 13-15. Had seen an angel ; as in 10:
1-6.  To Joppa; where Peter was preaching,
9: 88, Shall tell thee words ; the message of
salvation through Jesus Christ. Al thy house.
He® had a God-fearing family, 10: 2. He
Lad set before them a godly example of
prayer, piety and charity, and by the grace
of God they were fitted for the reception of
the larger truth of the Gospel. The family
of Corneling was a living illustration of the
truth of Peter’s words in last Lesson, 10 : 34,
35, As I began to speak ; and even while
speaking. Fell on them ; upon the Gentiles.
As on us; at Pentecost, 2: 4. Al the begin-
ning ; about ten years before. This now
was the ““Gentile Pentecost,” and it led
Peter to recall the words of Jesus, v. 16,
which were richer and fuller than he had
supposed.

Peter, having given the facts, draws the
conclugion that it was plainly the will of
God that the Gentiles ghould be received,
The church took the same view, and the
difficulty, for a time at least, was removed,

Vs. 11, 12, Behold; denoting surprise.  (vs. 16-18). Christianity from the beginning
Three men; those of 10: 7,8.  Unto the house.  showed iteelf to be a world relig'on,
APPLICATION

But Peter expounded the matter, v. 4. Peter
has learned the lesson of gentleness in the
school of Christ, and teaches us, by his
example, the same virtue. We owe to Chris-
tian brethren a patient, courteous explana-
tion of our conduct as workers in the church,
and ought, so far as possible, to conciliate
them. If all the members of a congregation
would manifest the spirit of Peter in dis-
cussing its affairs and enterprises, there
would be few church quarrels. A great
many disputes arise out of misunderstand-
ings, and wien the case is explained, the
cause of disagreement vanishes.

Twas . . praying: Isaw a vision, v. 5. It
is the men who pray who see visions. Prayer
is a real cause in the spiritual world. It
brings down an answer from heaven. The
testimony of men to the fact of intercourse
with God, is entitled to as much respect as
their testimony to facts in the physical uni-
verse. It is not a good reason for rejecting
testimony that it does not correspond with
our own experience, We accept as true the
conclusions of some great mathematician
concerning the path and speed of the hea-
venly bodies, although we cannot follow
him in his reasonings. It is equally reason-
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able for us to believe the statement of Peter,
that, when he prayed on the housetop in
Joppa, there was vouchsafed to him a hea-
venly vision.

I heard a voice, v. 7. In the city of Edin-
burgh at one o’clock each day, a cannon in
the castle overlooking the city booms out
the hour. In the colleges and shops and
pleasure gardens, people set their watches by
the cannon. The cannon itself is connected
by an electric wire with the observatory, 8o
that it simply announces the time determined
by the sun. Conscience is like the cannon,
giving the time to our duties and pleasures.
But conscience receives the time from God.
It is when we are acting under His control
and direction that we ghall be in the right
path, “Conscience is the voice of God in
the soul of man.”

What God hath cleansed make not thou com-
mon (Rev. Ver.), v. 9. Apply these words
to daily life. Think of your food as the gift
of God, and every meal will be a sacrament,
calling out gratitude and love to the generous
Giver. Accept all the joys of life as expres-
sions of the Heavenly Father's love, and
they will be doubly sweet and satisfying.
Remember that the ills of life are sent to
develop and strengthen character, and
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querulous murmuring will give place to
sweet submission. Take up all the duties of
each day as assigned you by Him, and
instead of being mere routine drudgery they
will become a divine mission. Look beyond
all second causes to the great First Cause
and view your life as part of His great plan,
then nothing in your life wiii appear com-
mon. It will reflect something of the divine
glory and express in its own measure the
character of God.

Making no distinction, V. 12. The Gospel of
Jesus Christ is a universal Gospel. Its bless-
ings are intended for all mankind. His
horizon was not limited by the boundaries
of race or country, and He sent forth His
apostles with a Gospel for all men, of every
color and country and degree of culture.
And this Gospel proved itself to be fitted, as
it was intended, for the whole world. It
checked the vices of Rome, it gave civiliza-
tion to the Teutons. In medern days it has
opened the vast regions of the East to West-
ern thought and enterprise. There is scarce
any land in which its trinmphs have not been
chronicled, in which its enduring monu-
ments have not been built in the lives and
institutions of the people. It has reached
the uttermost parts of the earth.

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

Love gives point to logic. v. 4.

The fresh breeze of honest discussion puri-
fies the church from prejudice. V. 4.

Prayer brings visions of duty and enlarge-
ment of heart. v. 5.

God hates nothing that He has made. v. 6.

It is natural for Christ to command ; the

man is Christ-like who obeys. v. 7.

The grace of God shows its power in over-
coming prejudice. v. 8.

Man’s certitude rests on God’s certainty.
v. 10

There are no missing links in the chain of
God’s purpose. V. 11.

The presence of the Holy Spirit produces
unity. v. 12.

The angels are * ministering  spirits '
(Heb. 1 : 14). v. 13.

The Gospel salvation is & household salva-
tion. v. 14.

The two parties in this discussion were
those *‘of the eircumcision” rn the one
hand, and Peter, on the other. The former
may be called “the small-hearted.” To
them the church was a Jewish society found-
ed on the law of Moses, with Christ a8 its
head and King. They would have none
among them who did not observe the Mosaic
laws, a8 they interpreted them, even to the
matter of eatingand drinking, and they were
angered at Peter eating with a Gentile and
bringing him into the church. The large-
hearted Peter stood alone against these nar-
row minds. He was the spokesman of the
larger love of Christ that embraces the
world. He uses the only solid and enduring
argument for wissions and all aggressive
Christian work, when he appeals to God and
His will. His reply to his critics was:
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““ God sent me, and I could not but go.”

The epirit of Peter’s critics has persisted
in the church down to this day, though the
old debate is over as to whether Gentiles as
well as Jews may become Christians, It is
shown, not in an open attack on aggressive
mission work or efforts to evangelize the
people, but in a gpirit of indifference, which
as good as says, “ God is for us, and not for
these others.”” Those who do not think of
the heathen or unconverted and do not pray
for them and will not give to send the
Gospel to them, are by their life degrading
the idea of God by narrowing and confining
His love to themselves, when itis a love that
loves the world—even the heathen in their
darkness.

There are narrow souls that are for engros-
ging the riches of the church, as there are
that would engross the riches of the world.
—Matthew Henry.

‘T tell it thee ; do thou repeat

To the first man thon mayest meet,
On highway, lane or open street,
That he, and we, and all men move,
Under a canopy of love,

As broad as the blue sky above.”

Speaking of Peter’s promptness to go with
the messengers of Cornelius, and to preach
to the assembly awaiting him at Cornelius’
house, not so much as resting a moment after
his journey, the late Dr. William M. Taylor
tells of having preached to an enormous
audience at Liverpool and of a person coming
to him when completely exhausted, to speak
with him of the way of life. *‘I made an

appointment with him to meet me the next
morning. But he never came. And so I
have written it down as one of the lost op-
portunities of my life. Had I spent a few
minutes with that man, he might haply
have been brought to Christ.”

Light from the East

UncLean—All nations round the home
of the race separated animals into two
classes, those which might be eaten, and
those prohibited. This distinction may
have arigen from that instinctive repugnance
with which some living creatures are re-
garded almost everywhere, but in time it
came to have a religious significance. Moses
was led to incorporate the distinction be-
tween clean and unclean in the law, partly
for the promotion of health, through pro-
hibiting the animals whose loathsome food
and filthy habits made them a menace to
human life, or whose bodies contained para-
sites exceedingly dangerous to men ; and
partly toseparate the Israelites from the sur-
rounding nations in the ordinary details of
their life. Under the New Testament, the
church was to be extended into every nation,
and the law of each individual member's
life was to be his own enlightened judgment
and conscience, and so all legislation founded
on local conditions, or which emphasizel
national differences, was withdrawn.  This
vision taught Peter that the Jewish distine-
tion between animals was abolished, and was
also intended to prepare him for seeing that
the distinction between the Jew and other
men was likewise at an end.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the gchool.

For Bible Class Teachers

AN ANALYSIS

We are not informed how long Peter re-
mained with Cornelius at Ciwsarea. The
field was open for missionary effort, and
new converts needed instruction. The setting
aside of circumcision and other changes in
their religious cult must have been perplex-
ing to them ; and so Peter may have deemed
it necessary to continue among them some

time, according to their earnest request, ch.
10: 48. We note on his return to Jerusalem :

1. The reception given him by Jewish converts
to Christianity. They called in question his
extraordinary conduct, on two grounds. (a)
He had degraded himgelf to the social level
of the Gentiles by eating with them, in utter
violation of the sacred usages of his own
people. The charge was undeniable. When
at Joppa, he resided with a tanner, 8 man
whose occupation rendered him unclean in
the opinion of gcrupulous Jews, ch. 9: 43.
At Ceesarea he was the guest of Cornelius,
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(b) A still graver offense was alleged. He
had practically renounced Judaism, by re-
ceiving Gentiles into the church without
obliging them to be circumeised. (c) These
charges, it should be observed, were made by
private members of the church, and perhaps,
supported by John and James, who were in
Jerusalem at the time, 8: 14;12:2. The
democratic spirit asserted itself, the people
claiming their rights, as they did in connec-
tion with the election of deacons, 6: 1-6. So
far was Peter from being regarded as Primate
or Pope, and infallible. His decision was
openly challenged, and later he was sharply
censured by Paul for his culpable vacillation
regarding the very matter for which he is
now called to account. (Gal. 2: 11-14.)

9. Peter's defence. 1t was characterized by
the utmost candor, and proved successful.
(#) He did not deny the correctness of the
information upon which the apostles and
brethren acted. He frankly confessed that
he had done the very things complained of.
(b) He claimed, however, divine authority
for his procedure. He had acted under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit (v. 12), and in
spite of his personal deep-rooted scruples, he
dared not disobey. He referred his accusers
to six men then present who had accom-
panied him into the Gentile's house, and
knew all that occurred, v. 12. In his re-
hearsal of all that had taken place he em-
phasized two things, viz.: First, his own
repugnance. to ceremonial defilement, which
he had ventured to urge before the Lord, v.
8 Second, what happened as he began to
gpeak in the house of Cornelius—** the Holy
Ghost fell upon them,” v. 15. What could
this descent of the Spirit mean but the Divine
purpose in relation to the Gentiles? (d) This
occurrence at once quickened his memory as
to ““the word of the Lord” (v. 16), and His
final charge to the eleven, constituting them
« witnesses for Him to the uttermost part of
the earth,” ch. 1:5, 8. The promise of
Jesus (John 14 :26) was thus fulfilled in
his experience, and, with His words once
more ringing in his ears and swaying his
heart and judgment, how could he withstand
God? (v. 17). Such was Peter’s defence.

3. The apostles and brethren acquiesced in
Peter’s decision. 1t is worthy of note, and
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should be impressed upon all, how readily
and amicably grave difficulties can besettled,
when people are led of the Spirit, whose
fruit ““is love, joy, peace,’’ ete., Gal. 5: 22.
The decision adopted was momentous in the
practical inferences which it warrants. (a)
It meant the abolition of the Levitical ritual
in all its parts. Its types and ceremonies
and sacrifices had served their purpose.
Their true spiritual significance was now to
be found in the Christian church. (b) Hence
the unity of the church—the family, the
household, the Kingdom, of God, from first
to last. (¢) Hence, too, the unity of our
race, the brotherhood of man in Christ Jesus.
The reception of the Gentiles into the fold
of Christ gave effect to His word of promise :
“They shall become one flock, one shep-
herd,” John 10 : 16, Rev. Ver. 'This is
the thought so frequently and fervently
dwelt upon by the apostle Paul, 1 Cor.
12 :13; Gal. 3 : 27-29; Eph. 2 : 13-27.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

Fven quite young children have heard the
older people talk gravely about ‘‘ constitu-
tional questions,” and understand that a
question that concerns the constitution of a
country is of the very highest importance—
whether the king is to rule alone, or the
king with his nobles, or whether the people,
and all the people, are to have a share in the
governing of a country ; whether anyone is
to be deprived of his rights because of his
creed or color. On such points as these
great wars have been waged, and on them
the fate of nations turns.

It was a grave question in Peter’s time, as
to who ghould be permitted to become mem-
bers of the chureh and be treated as such—
Jews only, or Gentiles as well.  And it was
a day and an assembly that left its mark on
the church for all time, when, at Jerusalem,
the conduct of Peter in admitting Cornelius
and his household was discussed.

1. Peter’s conduct called in question, 1-3. A
most un-Jewish thing he had done—admitted
these Gentile ‘* dogs,” as the Jews called
them, to church fellowship. High and low,
“aposties and brethren” were equally
offended.

9. What Peter has to say for himself, 4-17.
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He kept his temper - which is halfthe battle
in an argument. He took pains to make
them understand fully (v. 4), which is almost
the whole of the other half. He throws
the responsibility back where it belongs—
upon God : the vision (vs. 5, 6) was from
heaven, the voice was that of his Lord (vs.
7, 8), the lesson was plain (v. 9), and thrice
repeated (v. 10), that there should be no
mistake. Then, the meaning of the vision
was made clear by the arrival of the messen-
gers (v. 11), and the direction of the Spirit
was distinet, v. 12. There were, moreover,
‘“six brethren’” equally convinced. The
story of Cornelius (vs. 13, 14) confirmed
Peter's course, and, clearest proof of all, the
Holy Ghost came (v. 15) in fulfilment of the
Lord’s word, v. 16. ““What else could T
do!” eried Peter, *““than what I did”? v.
17. That God blesses a work is its best
recommendation—read verse 18,

Some Test Questions

By whom was Peter called to acconnt ?

For what ?

What is meant by “They of the circnm-
cigion " ?

What course did Peter take ?

Recite briefly what he saw and heard in
the trance.

How was his course made still plainer ?
What was the effect of his sermon ?

To what conclusion did this bring Peter ?
What was the result of Peter's explanation?

Prove from Scripture

That salvation is free to all alike,

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous. )
1. The faultfinders, vs. 1-2,
2. How Peter’s scruples v ere overcome,
3. ‘“ Repentance unto li‘e.”

The Cat: chism

Ques. 19.  Tie estate of misery. It is one
of the answers hard “0 memorize because it
does not repeat the words of the question.
It would be ““a sea «f dark despair,”” were it
not for Question 20, which follows. The
blackness here intensifies the glory there,
The items of the dreadful misery '’ are

(8) The loss of fellowship with God,

(b) God’s righteous indignation agninst us,

(¢) The sentence of His law upon us.

(d) The hardships and sorrows of life,
which are mostly the result of sin.

(e) Death itself, as threatened in Gen, 2:
17;83: 19,
" (f) The pains (penalties) of eternal retribu.
100,

Pe.51: 1 is our prayer to the God of grace,

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES
Links—The greater part of the present lesson is Peter’s own account of what we heard

last Sabbath. Review.

Introduction—A wonderful visitor came to a certain family one day bringing a beautiful gift
for each member and telling them he would always be their friend and helper. He told

them he was willing to do the

same for the family next door,
and asked them to tell the neigh-
bors about him, What do you
think this family said among
themselves? ‘‘This friend was
sent especially to our family.
The neighbors do not go to the

/My

PeTER'S PATH W \

/ATy \e**

same church we go to and are
different from us,  We'll not tell
them about the friend—we’ll
only tell our relatives of him.”

The Path of Duty--Peter re-
turned to Jerusalem—His breth-
ren, the JEWS, began to scold
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him for going to a Gentile's house and
cating with them and telling them about
Jesus. Don't you think the Jews were just
4 selfish as the family we have heard about ?

Peter told them the story just as we heard
it last Sabbath.

Jesus had made the path of duty clear.
Peter dared not refuse to tell the Gentiles
the glad news and offer them the gift of the
Holy Ghost. * What was 1, that I could
withstand God ?"” said Peter ; and his breth-
ren agreed that Peter had done right, and
they glorified God, saying, «Then hath God
also to the Gentiles granted repentance
unto life.”

Golden Tert—Repeat Golden Text. Print
« WHOSOEVER " means EVERYBODY.

When you have been naughty, you say,
«1 beg your pardon, mother—please forgive
me "—and mother takes you in her arms
and kisses you and you know you have re-
ceived pardon for your fault. That is just
what this big word Remission means. Jesus
wants to forgive everybody, not only you
here, but the girls and boys in China, India,
ete., who do not belohg to the same church
vou do, but are heathen and worship idols,
while you are Christian and worship Christ.
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Walking in the Light—Speak of the need of
light. Draw various kinds of light givers
(sun, candle, lanterg, lamp). These lights
cannot show us what is right or wrong.
Jesus is the light that shows us the path of
duty (Explain). “The Lord is my light”
“Thy word is a light to my path.”

Little Tangles—Have you seen mother un-
ravelling a tangle of worsted ?  Listen !

« Once upon a time a great king employed
his people to weave for hiin. The eilks and
the worsted and the patterns were given by
the king, and he expected his people to work
faithfully. He told them, whenever any
difficulty arose, to send for him and he would
help them. Among the weavers was a little
child, whom the king did not think too
young to work for him. Oneday, when the
older people were in trouble, the silks being
tangled and the weaving unlike the pattern,
they gathered around the child saying:
«Tell us why you are so happy and always
get your work right? We are always in
trouble.” ¢ Why don’t you gend to the
king? He promised to direct us.” ‘8o we
do, night and morning.” ‘“ Ah” gaid the
child, “But I send directly I find a little
tangle.”

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

God’'s Way of Leading

Cornelius

Peter ,
The Waiting Congregation

AN ANGEL
BY A VisioN
A SERMON

The Review may begin with the whole school reading in concert Tsaiah 55:8, 9. The

sermon displayed some strange ways of leading men.
Abram, Jacob’s ladder, Joseph's dreams, ¢
examples,) It is now New Testament times,

(Perhaps the Lord’s “call” to

te., might be mentioned as Old Testament
but God still takes His own ways.

1t is AN

AxGEL in the case of Cornelius, an aide-de-camp released from the heavenly hosts to carry

a message to this devout soldier.

aflame ; and that spark is Peter’s sermon.
teaching us, (b) That
should follow where we are LED By Him,

It is A Visiox in the case of Peter, and a strange one.
God will not stop short of carrying His point, even if the means are odd.
(CoNGREGATION are on the tip-toe of expectan

Tue WAITING

cy. It needs but a spark to set their hearts
Learn (a) That God takes great pains in
we should be very watchful for tokens of His will,

(¢) That we
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THE BOOK PAGE

Books for review to be sent to the Eprrors o
Tag Teacners MonTHLY, Room 87, Confedera-
ion Life Building, Toronto.

The Church’s One Foundation. By
the Rev. W. Robertson Nicoll, M.A., LL.D.,
Fleming H. Reyell Company, 227 pages;

1ce $1.29. - —

“There is in the Bible above all the personal Christ,
a Personality which men could not have imagined, a
Personality which must be historical, and which
must be Divine,” This sentence, quoted from Pro-
fessor Robertson Smith stands as a motto for the book
before us and indicates its aim. It isa republication
of leading articles from the British Weekly, carefully
revised with additional notes and references. ‘'he
author tells us that he has written for the plain man
and not for experts, He has stated in language free
from the technical terms of the schools, the reasons
for belief in Jesus Christ as the only begotten Son of
God, who died for our offences and rose again for our
justification. After two introductory chapters, the
topics dealt with are (1) The Historical Christ; (2)
The Risen and Exalted Christ; (3) The Ideal Christ.
The scope of the discussion under the first head may
be indicated by the author's fine words on page 109:
“The earnest bewildered inquirer should lay aside
every book until he has in some degree mastered the
four Gospels. If he is sincere and patient he will, we
believe, see in the end that the history is a true
history, and that Christ is the only Saviour.”” Under
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the second head, the evidence for the Resurrection
Of Christ is stated with great force and clearness, It
is shown conclusively that those who deny this
“erowning miracle  of Christianity land themselves
in absurdities. The third position maintained is,
that the lives of believers prove *‘that the personal
presence of Christ with a soul is no delusion, no
dream.” One can hardly read this little book, with-
out having his faith in the great verities of our holy
religion deepened and strengthened.

The Boy Problem: A Study in Soeial
Pedagogy. By William Byron Forbush. The
Rilgrim Press, Boston ; 104 pages, price 75¢.

we! his Httle study,” says Stanley Hall, in
his Preface to ** The Boy Problem,” *‘render thanks
to the author that he has presented here in meaty and
compaet form what many would have expanded, and
am glad of an opportunity to heartily dommend it to
all lovers of boys.” The book is, as its title imports,
a study in social pedagogy, its chief purpose being to
tell what boys have done and may do for themselves
and one another by their own organization, and what
may be done for them by organizations framed for
them by older people. But its chief interest is that it
shows a thorough knowledge, at first ha.. 1, of boys
good and not so good, and abounds in suggestions for
dealing with them, The Sunday School and the
Society of CI End come in for sharp,
but perhaps not unfair, criticism. The working of
Boys' Clubs is explained, and a digest is given of the
recent literature of the Child-Study of Adolescence.
The list of books on child-study, extending over six
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pages, is valuable. Teachers and parents will not
find in this volume an answer to all their questions
about the boy, but the reading of it will start them
on many useful lines of enqui The great secret of
helping the boy to what is good, as the author has
discovered—and the discovery is not new, though
mostly overlooked—is to develop his activitics in proper
directions ; and whilst the school and the boys’ club
and socicties of various sorts may do much for the
boy, Dr. Forbush declares with emphasis: “The
greatest means of helping the boy is the home.” And
he adds: “It is the evening lamp that is home’s
lighthouse. A home without a good eventime is a
home without hope. The way a boy's day ends at
home is a prophecy of the way his life will end.”

Studies of the Man Paul. By Robert
E. Speer, Fleming H. Revell Co., 303 pages
price 75 cents.

Although this book has been before the publie for
two years, we select it for notice, because it is of pre-
sent interest to the Sabbath School teachers and older
scholars who are now studying the career of
the great apostle of the Gentiles. Personality
is daily becoming a greater force in the
world. A man's influence in the world depends not
so much on what he can do as on what he
is. The aim of this little book is to set before us the
man Paul himself. Its author believes that what
Paul was, * determined and explained what he did "
in a truer sense that “what he did shaped and mould-
ed him.” In eight chapters, marked by the sugges-
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tiveness and insight with which we have become
familiar in Mr. Speer's writings, is traced the growth
and conflicts of that great spirit, through whom,
mainly, the religion of Jesus Christ became a religion
for the world, Those who have not leisure to read
the larger biographies of Paul will find much that is
helpful and inspiring in this more modest volume,

Missionary Readings for sionary
Programmes. Belle M. Brain. Fleming
H. Revell Company, Toronto ; 235 pages, 60c.

“Died of inanition’ is the epitaph on many a
young people's missionary society, and the inanition
has been mostly due to an improper diet. There has
either been not enough food, or the food has been
badly served—hard facts, served up in the raw, and
without garnishing, Thereis nothing thatis relished
by young people like a good story well told, and mis-
sionary literature abounds in suzh, Miss Brain's
little volume sets out some twenty-five lively selee-
tions from authors as well-known as Paton, and
McKay of Formosa, and Chamberlain and Gale, and
Egerton Young. They are not all ** fit for Sunday ",
but they are all eminently readable, and suitable for
the fireside, as well as the young people’s meeting,

Chestnutwood Tales. ByS. (’H. Dick-
gon, Presbyterian Committee of Publication,
Richmond, Va., 87 pages ; price 60 cents,

This book, a collection of bright, wholesome tales
from the life in a country hoawding school, will be
read by girls with interest and profit,
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Central Business College, Toronto

A strong reliable School, giving thorough and practical courses which qualify young men and women
to succeed in business life, Circulars free, Enter any time.
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Throughout
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Term
Opens
Tuesday,
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then
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any
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CHIEF CHARACTERISTICS

OF THE

Oxford Bible for Teachers
Paper  Printing  helps  Fllusteations '

IN ADVANCE OF ALL OTHERS
““Rince 1880 the ‘ Oxford’ Teachers' Bible has been acknowledged the greatest book,
marvel of modern times. The publishers have just brought out an edition with revised’
helps which again puts this work clearly in advance of all others.”

The Paper

*The India paper, in which we believe this Company leads the world, has made a revolution in the
art of printing,” —The Living Church,
** A marvel of paper making,"— The London Times,
he exquisite Oxford India paper is a perfect miracle of manufacture. Though so thin, the print
ershows through, and yet the type is perfectly clear and legible."—The Spectator.
No other paper hasyet been made that can approach it for its wonderful eapacity great toughness .
and softiess, and its agreeable tone, nor for the ease with which THE PAGES CAN BE TURNED,

—Nunday School Magazine

The Drinting

“Tts letterpress is remarkably clear and distinct, This is appreciated the more because 1T 18 UNOOMMON
IN BiBLES, Long and close atten 1 to the print of ordinary Bibles strain the strongest eyes, but the
*Oxford* is not an ordinary Bible in this or in any other respect."” — The Christian Nation.

*The printing is worthy of the paper and more than this is impossible to say."”—The Guardian,

The helps

The late S1R WiLLIAM DawsoN, Principal of MeGill University, sai¢
he Oxford Helps I have long used with advantage, and the v ition, while retaining the reason-

able conservatism of the old, has been greatly extended and improved, Almost everyone of the illustra.
tions might form the subject of a good lesson on Bible history,”

REv. E. N, PELOUBET, D.D., author of Peloubet's Notes on the International Lessons, says, Jan. 14, 1899:

1 have been comparing the two editions of the *Oxford"' lh-l,n«, your new s W mine nluw«i 1893,
Your appendix, and especially the paw plates, and more especially the deseriptions of them, which are a
wholly new feature, add greatly to tha value of these * Helps.' Ishall refer to them as often as I can in
my Notes on the Lesons.”

The Christian Advocate, Nashviile, Tenn., says :

“ The ‘Helps' are real helps, Unlike those'in many of the cheap Bibles, they are not simply thrown
together in hodgepodge fashion, but represent the freshest and ablest work of t™ - foremost modern scholars.”

The Interior, Chicago, 111, says : B

“‘Helps’ prepared for this work by the most eminent Biblical scholar of the day and revised up to the
latest possible date, to keep in touch with the last discoveries of science, the last lights of interpretation,
This edition has reached in former issues a sale of over two million copies, and it is safe to say that nothing
offers even fair competition with it in general favor,”

The Toronto Globe say:

* The most instructive and exhaustive compendium of every kind of information essentinl to
Bible study."” "

The Fllustrations

The Sunday School Times, Philadelphia, says, referring to the illustrations:

“In this department, this Bible is probably far superior 1o any other of those commonly called
Teachers' Bibles. Probably there does not exist another equally compact collection of the kind,"

The Montreal Witness :

““The plates are a specially attractive feature, No more suitable present can be made to teacher or
s,cholar, Bible student or friend.

All D concur in d the Oxford Bible for Teachers.
&% Upwards of 2,000,008 coples of former editions have been sold.

LONDON: HENRY FROWDE
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS WAREHOUSE, AMEN CORNER, ECG
NEW YORK : 91 AND 93 FirTH AVE.
And sold by all booksellers throughoeut *1e Dominion
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