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God’s Judgment ~<>n Sodom. Gon. 18: 2233,
J

GOLDQN Texr: “Shall not the Judge of all the earth (io‘right.” Gen. 18: 2.

oxmMIT To MEMORY verses 23-20. Lksson Hrans. 10, 40, 145, 173.
V‘PB,OVE TRAT—Wo should pray for all men. 1 Tim. 2: 1. .

SuorTER CaTECHIsM—Quest. 80, What are the outward means whereby
. Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption ?

DAILY PORTIONS.

(The Selections of the International Bible Reading Associution.)

iy

MoXDAY. " Trespay. \\'beasn.\\.t TIN REDAY. I Fripay. I SATURDAY. SABBATH.

. Gen. 18: 20-33 | Gen. 13: 513 Gen. 19: 12-17 [sen. 10 "1:3-‘."J| Matt. 11; 20-26 Lnhe 17: 26-33' 2 Pet. 2: 4.9

To the Tehocher.—Do nt credit any Schulur with baving prepared the lesson who sluies not ot least -
try to answer the questions. Ta;‘e the leaflet hote and assign a value tovach answ o, announding the re-
sult on the following Sabbath. Take, or scnd, the Leajlet to absent scholars. :

Always bring your Bible and Shorter Catechism to .
. the Sabbath School.

HELPS IN STUDYING.

INTRODUCTORY. —The first part of this chapter presents us with a beawtiful picture of
Patriarchal hospitality. Sce a reference to this occasion in Heb. 13: 2, and read what
-Christ says in regard to hindness to the needy. Luke 145 12-14.  Hospitality is enjoined as
a Christian virtue in Rom. 12: 13;1 Tim. 3: 25 5:10: Tit. 1:8;1Pet. 4: 93
3Jghn 5-8. T .

2 ‘The five *“citiés of the plain,” Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zebuim and Zoar, were pro-
- 'lbably situated at the north end of the Daad Sea near the mouth of the river Jordan,  Like
the world before the floud. they had bucome so wicked that God, although ever ¢ merciful
_and gracious " (Ex. 34 : 6, 7), was compelled to destruy them as 4 warning to men, and to
" prevent the evil effects of their bad example.  As the whole region is an ** oil distriet,” Sir |
,%’illiam Dawson suggests that this may have been done by a sudden outbuarst of burning
petroleum dnd gas.  The appearance te a spoctator unfamiliar with such scenes would baas
af ' fire and brimstone were rained out of heaven.™  This terrible judgment is frequently
referred to in the New Testament, Matt. 10: 15: 11: 24 7 Mark 6 11 ; Luke 10 123
" 17: 28, 20; Rom. 9: 29: 2 Pet. 2: 6-8; Jude 71 Rev. 11: 8,

LessoN PrLaN. L Abrmaham's Inturcession.  ws. 22-26. IL. Persistent  Pleading.
w8, 27-33-

Yurn up all the passages referred to and you will be surprised to find what a’
wonderfully interesting book the Bihle is. ) g

I. ABRAHAM'S INTERCEssION. God had just told Abraham what he was going te do,
d the two angels who accumpanied him went on tonwards Sodom on their mission of mercy
to Lot and his family. But Abraham scems loath to leave until he had pleaded for_the
iserable sinners whose ** day of grace ™ was about to close, he stood yet before The
, and with deepest reverence and carnestues dféw near.  Mention twoother
on which God appeard in human form (Gen. 32 24 30 Josh. §5: F3.15). *Stioud
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imitita Abraham in this? See Heb.'4: 161710 522 1 John 4.4 ;g;xs* Thisisabe,
yer recorded in the Bible, * Abhraham seems to forget even Lot in his_concernif .the
oméd Sodomites. He knows that they deserve their doom, and the only ples that he.can
hink of is-that perhaps some innocent persons may suffer in the general’ overthrow. - So'}
“Presents this with reverent persistence. © Does God cver spare the wicked for the sake,of the.
-ti%lhteous? Read Matt. 13: 205 5: 13; 24+ 22. | No one is punished for the sips of an
other (Ezek. 18 : 1), although the innocent may be involved in the cunsequences of another’s |
“-osin. © It is ngt then punishment *hut discipline, s¢¢ Rom/ 8 : 28 : Heb. 12 5-11; Jas, I3
*..12.% Give some instances in which the presence of a good man was a blessing to others (Gens
‘19: 21; 1 Kings 17: 15,161 Acts 27 : 24). | will spare all the place for their
* sakes—Compare with this Jer. 5: 15 Ezek. 22: 30; Matt. 24: 22 2 Pet. 3: 0.
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IL  PERSISTENT PLEADING.  Was God angry with Abraham for being so importunate? .
Redd Prov. 15: 8 Jas. 5: 16; Luke 11 : 5-8; 181 1-8 Never get tired of asking
. What you need, or for the welfare of your frichds. Dust and ashes—'* Dust at frst agld
* ‘ashes at last.”, See similar descriptions of human frailty, Jub 4: 19 ; Gen. 3 : 19 ; Ecc. 13,
75 1 Cor. 15: 47, 48; 2 Cor. 5: 1. How kind and condescending in God to listen $o

" ‘graciously 10 our prayers ! Nay rather, what man cllous love to give his Son to die for such .
unworthy creatures.  We have <o much wore knowledge that vur less gross sins are more
heinous than those of Sodom, and yet he is sparing us.  Read what Jesus says about this,
Matt. 10: 14, 153 I1: 20-24; Mark 6: 11; Luke 10: 12. If there had been Bibles and
churches and sabhath schools in Sodom it might not have been such a wicked city. | will
speak yet this once -How often did Abraham ash for mercy to Sodom? Would it have
en any use for him 10 have gone further?  How many guod people were therereally in the
T city? (2 Pet. 2:7, 8. God did not *‘slay, the righteous with the wicked.” Perhaps Abra-
ham thought that the cities were sure (0 have at Teast ten righteous in them, and did not
‘' know till next morning, when he saw the smoke, that he had not gone far enough. Mention .
~twocases where persistence would have brought a larger blessing. (2 Kings 4 : 63 13: 18, 19).
To the Scholar.—Study the lesson carefully, turning u} the marginal references arrd reading the
“‘Daily Portions.” Then clése your Bible and try to answer in writing the yuestions following without ac-
- ‘cepting Aid from any quarter after you have begun to write. Then bring this leaflet to Sabbath School
th you on the day of ite date  If you cannot come, flll out the blank and send the leaflet (with the an- .-,

swers written out) to your teacher by some friend, or by mail, and 3 ou will receive credit for the work done
a9 if you had been present. If your excuse is satistactory, you will not lose in record of attendance.

I.—Who were the three strangers entertained by Abraham? (4)

" 2.—What anpouncement did they make regarding himsclfgnd Barah, and what r,eg:.lrd
Sodom ?- (4)

3-—For what purpose did the two go towards Sodom ? (4) -
4.—What reason did Abraham urge why God should spare Sodom?  (3)
~ §—How many times did he repeat his petition, and with what numbers ? (4)

6.—What did Abraham see when he came back to the sput next morning ?  (4)

Name, .. .. — O,

Dear Teacher,—Please excuse my absence from Sabbath School to-day, I cannot
.-qosme becanse ‘ I have read th
“Duaily Portions "’ and angwered the questions as well as I could. I have committed
: érgory verses in addition to the Golden Text, and Questions in the Cats
chism and have recited them to . I was at church .
" I send with this my Weekly Offering of  cents.




