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church-going, orderly, sensible, and
oxcellent city in Western New York,
and, so far as his observation went,
was not surpassed in these respects by
any city in the country. Struck with
his disinterested testimony, calmly
and thoughtfully given, we enquired
to what this was due. Was it the
character of its founders or enrly set-
tlers, that had given it this direction ?
No! he thought it duc chicfly to the
influence whieh the well known and
venerable Rev. Mr. Finney, now of
Oberliz, and an octogenarian, had
given to it in his ministry forty years
ago in that place. Mr. Finney, well
known as a preacher of great power,
earnestness and persistency, had the
peculiarity of giving highly logical,
systematic and argumentative sermons,
addressed to the conscience and heart
through the intellect, and in this way
he got such hold of the professional
men, lawyers, doctors and thinkers,
that he not only compelled them to
give him their serious attention, but
forced them to a decision in respect to
the claims of Christianity and personal
religion, so that it was said that at
one time not a lawyer in the place, nor
& physician, was not a communicant
of some one of the chwrches of Roch-
ester.”

«“With Rev. Mr. Finney's earnest and
vigorous orthodoxy, with his exalted
standard of Clristian pexfection, every
student of the religious history of the
last half centwry is acquainted. Itis
not swprising that he produced the
effect aseribed to him, and we can very
well believe that owr friend’s testimony
as to the permanent influence he had
upon the opiiions, manners and chax-
acter of the city he laboured in, was
well founded. We quotethe case, not
as evidence of what orthodoxy may do
for a whole neighbourhood, but of
what one sevious, earnest, devoted man,
aiming to convince and persuade by
solid argument the best minds and
wills ina community, may accomplish,

and specially by grappling with ques.
tions of personal religion in a direet
argumentative and exhaustive way." !

Another thing necessary to deep ang
enduring work 1is that the Holiness of
God be leptin the foreground. « Ty,
holinegsof God,” as Charnock remarks
“is His glory, as His grace is Hi
riches; holiness is His crown as Hig
merey is His treasure.” * * %
“ Power is His hand and arm, omnis.
cience His eye, mercy His bowels, eter.
nity His durution, but His holiness s
His bequty. * % # His justice isg
holy justice, His wisdom a holy wis.
dom; His arm a holy arm, His prom.
ise @ holy promise.  His name, which
signifies  all  His attributes, i
conjunction, ¢is holy. * ”—Psaln 103,
In  proportion as this alin.
bute is magnified will sin become
hateful, the cross become attractive,
the commandments become a delight,
and the whole business of religion he.
gin and be carried on on a true, g
deep, an everlasting basis.

Such 2 way of promoting revivals
may seem slow. Letit be so. The
growth of all things great and endur.
Ing is slow. Weeds grow fast, and so
do trees of loose grain, but the oak
malkes wood slowly. The reason why
three parts of the good seed of the
parable out of four came to nought
was that the ground was not sufficient-
ly well prepared. It was hard,
or it was shallow, or it was filthy.
But where the ground was well pre.
pared the roots went down into it, and
gotshelter andnourishment in the deep
things of the carth; then the stalk
came up out of this hiding place,
strong enough to defy the birds, the
sun, and the thorns. The battle was
fought by the little roots away down
where no eye could seethem. ¢ Break
up your fallow ground and sowr not
among thorns.”’
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WHAT OF THE NIGHT?

In the city of Constantinople there
stands an aucient tower, on whose top
1« stationed watchmen dt}y and night
to watch the city aud its harbours.
strangers visiting the cast make it a
point to ¢limb tlus' tower, that from
itscommanding height they may view
the city and its environs. ‘The watch-
man searcely deigns to notice the in-
truders as he keeps moving from one
side to the other, sweeping with rest-
less eve the whole circle under his
care, from centre to eireunwference.
In the clear atmosphere of the east,
ad over & city where fires are little
wed, hispractised eye sees everything.
Should & fire break out, in & moment
Je sees it, and from his commanding
position, he quickly sounds the alarm.

How gladly would we, at the close
of another year, were we able, climb
a tower lilie this that would give us a
dear and wide view of the Christian
world. We climb omr tower. We
wurn with anxious gaze to auswer the
question : watchman what of the city ?
and we see little but smoke and mist.
Onr position is not like the position of
the watchmen on the top of the Seras-
kier Tower of Constantinople ; but like
the position of one who eclimbs to
the top of St Paul's, London, to look
ont from its golden ball over a sea of
fog, wherein the great city below lies
buried.

There is, however, here and there
arent in the mantle of darkness, and
we can sec signs of danger—the
smoke as of threatening fires.

One of the most gloomy and alaxm-
ing sights that greets the eye of one
looking out to-night over the Chris-
tian world, is the attitude taken by the
Chureh of Rome towards Protestant-
ism. It is not verylong since we were
wont to hear that Rome had changed,
ifnot its creed, its spirét, and that
henceforth it would be content to
abandon its arrogant claims, and to

become after the fashion of this cen-
tury, charitable and tolerant. That
view of Popery has vanished like the
baseless fabric of a vision, Irom
the toothless jaws of Rome we hear
to-day words as proud, pretentions as
lofty, and curses as deep as when all
the crowned heads of Kurope lay at
her feet. ¢ She has,” as Gladstone
says, * refurbishedand paraded anew
every rusty tool she was fondly
thought to have disused.” Her
language to every Christian com-
munion in the world save her.own is.
‘“ what hast thon to do with peace ¢
turn thee behind me.” Let not the
thought for a moment deceive us that
Rome has ceased to be dangerous
seeing she has become old, de-
spised, and toothless. She has lost
her temporal power, but she has
not lost her ambition to rule over .the
ings of the earth, nor has she ceased
attemapting it. The Jesnits are busy
in every way, and in every place, us-
ing the press, making captives of silly
women, catchmg the young, mixingin
politics, secking, as is the opinion of
Disraeli and other leading politicians,
to bring over England to Rome, and
involve Isurope and the world once
more in & war of religioa and race.
But out of the darkness there
breaks on the watchman's eye tokens
of the coming day. If Rome is be-
coming narrower and fiercer, Protes-
tantism is becoming broader, deeper,
and more united. The Bible is being
translated into every tongue, raised to
its legitimate place in the school, and
in the family. The pressis gradually
coming under the control of Christian
men that hold orthodox views on the
essentials of religion. The strife and
suspicion that were wont to prevail
between one Protestant denomination
and another, are melting into forbear-
snce and love without degenerat-
ing into indifference to truth. The
preaching of the Evangelical Churches
i8 becoming more Scriptural, and
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simple, and carnest. The people ure
taking o greater interest in Christian
work. The young men now in train-
ing for the ministry are enjoying ad-
vantages of study superior to what
ever prevailed before in Protestant
- Colleges. Missions to the heathen
are beginning to tell, and the mighty
fabric of superstition that casts its
gloomy shadow over India is tremb-
ling to its base. ¢ Missionaries labor-
ing among the Jews in Germany,” we
quote the very words of our witness:
¢ yeport large numbers on every hand,
who, mowrning over the present con-
dition of Judaism in matters of faith,
are yearning for light to arise vmid the
gathering gloom, and asking haii eager-
1y, half despondently, what is truth 2™

What of the night? Much truly
that is disconraging, much that sug-
gests danger, and sore conflict, saying

to us, * Drethren, the time is shortjy
remaineth that both they that iy
wives be as though they hag 110{1;.
and they that weep as though they
wept nol, and they that rejoice ‘.3.
though they rejoiced not; ang t].;:
that buy asthough they possessed ot
and they that use the world ay
abusing it; for the fashion of g
world passeth away.” But there is
mueh that confirms the belief that
arc nearing the glories of the Iy
days, ‘when a great voice out of tl,
temple of heaven shall say «1p,
Doxg,” when after « \'oicés, and
thanders, and lightnings, and 3 eveat
earthquake,™ there shall he hcarﬁ as
it were ““the voice of & great mul.
tude, as the voice of many waters,ang
as the voice of mighty thundering say.
ing alleluia : for the Lord God omy;.
potent reigueth.”

Eiuing 2Desucheis

THE (ROSS AND THE UNTOXN ' Clrist’s clains will imwediately be.

OF CHRISTENDOM. *

BY THE REV. R. M‘CHEYNE EDGAR, M.A.,
DUBLIN.

There can be but one opinion upon
the importance of wnion among the
people of God. Were the professed
disciples of Jesus united, the world
could not longresist his incomparable
claims. A united Christendom would
be speedily followed by a vanquished
world. This was the hope that filled
the eye of Jesus before His agony as
He prayed *“that they all may be one;
as thou, Father, art in me, and I in
Thee, that they also may be one in
us; that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me.” (John xvii. 21.)
The divisions of Christians are the ex-
cuse and the support of the world’s
unbelief. TLet them be abolished, and

% “Thoe Dhilosophy of the Cross.” London
Hodder and Stoughton.

come resistiess.

Assuming, then, the importance ¢f
union, the question arises, How shall
it be brought about? And here we
are met by two methods, diametrically
opposed, and between which earned
men are now divided: one, which we
might call the method of uniformis,
which hopes to secure union through
the rccognifion of a 2rue Church; the
other, which we might call the methol
of induction, and which hopes to secure
union by considering the different
creeds of evangelical Churches, and
determining what they have in com
mon as & basis of union. The former
method, I need searcely say, errs by
making Church pretention instead
of God's truth the foundation of
union. Christendom in its distrac-
tion is expected to returnto the bosom
of an infallible Church, instead of to
the bosom of an infallible Saviour.
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The chief means, in such a ease, “will
pe & restored consciousness of the per-
presence, and office of the
and therein of the per-
petﬁal divine infallibility of the
(atholic Church.”*  The latter
wethod, on the other hand, would
make the Christian faith to pass
firough the crucible of the Baconian
aduction, that what has been happily
Jenominated 8 *“Baconian Churisti-
aity” may be reached. We can
jave little ~ difficulty in deciding in
qvour of the latter method as the
yrue one in a scientific age like ours.
Well, then, as & matter of historic
fact, cfiorts are being made after union
on both these lines. Some years ago
an ““Association for the Promotion of
he Union of Christendom,” and which
aenerally goes under the significant
autials of the A. P. U. C., was formed
b Dr. Pusey and the Oxford party,
membership in which was to be upon
the condition of simply praying for
fhe union of Christerdom in the way
fliese churchmen expectit. Members
ugrenotasked to compromise any prin-
ciples which they, rightly or wrongly,
told dear.  They are simply asked to
wite for the promotion of a high and
loly end, in reliance on the promise
of our Divine Liord that ‘whatsoever
we shall ask in prayer, believing, we
shall receive,” and that ¢if two or three
agree on_earth as touching anything
they shall ask, it shall be done for
them of my Father who ig in heaven.’
The daily use of a short form of
payer, together with one ‘Our
Father, for the intention of the associa-
tim, is the only obligation incurred
b those who join it; to which isadded,
in the case of priests, the offering, at
last once in three months, of the
Holy Sacrifice, for the same inten-
tion.” The latest contribution to this
method of uniformity is Dr. Dollin-
gor's “Reunion of the Churches,” in

sonality,
Holy Ghost,

t¢f. Manning's * England and Christendom,”
London, 1867, p.g ciii. & : ’

which with great candour and erudi-
tion he discusses the difficuities of
corporate union in consequence of the
recent dogma of the Papal infallibility.

On the other hand, we have threo
associations, one in Germany and two
in England, who are striving after
union in the opposite fashion. *'The
German Protestant Association,” I
may briefly remark, aims at uniting
the people upon the basis of Clristian
morality as something quite distinct
and separable from Christian doctrine ;
and under the impression that svience
has largely exploded dogma, the asso-
ciation clings to morals as its sheet-
anchor. *He whose soul was uccessi-
ble to the teaching of Christ needed
no theology, no rules and regulations
as laid down by the doctors of the
Church, to become good and pious.
To acknowledge the greatness and
love of God, to do His will, to repent
and pray, was all that was inculcated
by Jesus Christ.” Such are the senti-
ments as uttered by one of the leaders,
and with men like Schenkel of Heidel-
berg at its head, we need not expect
any very substantial or permanent
union from a morality divorced from
doctrine.*

The associations in England that
are attempting to solve the question
of union go by the names of the ** Evan-
gelical Alliance” and * The Anglican
and International Christian Moral
Science Association.” The former
has long since adopted its doctrinal
basis; the latter has published as its
manifesto an interesting volume of
essays entitled ¢ Science and the
Gospel.” In this there is laid down
as a likely basis of union the Creed of
the Second Council of Constantinople,
along with vhe Augustinian doctrine
of free grace and the Lutheran doe-
trine of Justification by faith alone
(pp- 199, 200), along with, of course,

* of. “Religions Thought in Germany,” by
‘(‘);I‘hf ogzmos Correspondent at Berlin,” pp. 53—¢80,
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the acceptance of Seripture as the sole
rule of faith. Tpon the details of the
proposals made by these associations
I cannot of course now dwell; but
there can be no doubt that their
method and aim are good, and we
wish them “God speed™ on their
career,

Yet it scems to me that we have the
unifying clement in the Cross of
Christ.  If it were possible to collect
men round the Cross, to take proper
views of the crucifixion, espucially the
pwrpose that it contains of making
men one, then should we have round
this as a centre the union of Christen-
dom! ¢ Truth alone,” it has been
said, “generates unity,” unity which
is something deeper and grander than
union, and upon which alone perman-
ent union can be based; and what I
hope to show is that the truth which is
designed to secure this wnity and union
is the #ruth of Christs Cross.

The passage now before us, bretlh-
ren, undoubtedly lays down the truth
that Christ died upon the cross not
only to reconcile men to God, but also
to reconcile men to one another ; not
only to make God and the Jew or the
‘Gentile one, but also to make the Jew
and the Gentile one. It is an import-
ant  step, counsequently, towards
Christian union when we appreciate
this unifying poreer of the Cross.”

I. Cumst v His Crucirixion ABOL-
:SHED THE JEwIsn CEREMONIES, WHICH
TENDED TO EXCLUDE THE GENTILES,

It was no easy matter to be a Jew.
A multitude of ceremonies had to be
performed, sufficiently instructive,
doubtless, to a spiritual soul, yet irk-
some as a galling yoke to all. = Think
of all the details to which the Jew had
to attend in the matter of sacrificial
worship, and the perpetual dread in
which he must have lived lest he
should fall into ceremonial unclean.
ness. As we read the account of sin-
offering and burnt-offering, of meal-

-\
offering, and peace-offering, ang tres.
pass-offering, we are mmazed g the
minuteness of the regulations, ay can
easily understand  how large gy
amount of attention must leeessarily
have been expended upon the small
details of worship, As, again, e
read the regulations regarding yy.
cleanness,—how u Jew became e
clean by touching cven casvally cer.
tain ammals, by touching the unclegy
or even the place where they Lad lain,
by touching the dead, and how par-
ticular he must be about washing,
and the period of exile and the time
of return, anq the propitiatory saep.
fices by which he muy regain his place
in the chureh and camp of God, we
can see how exceedingly irksome the
entive system must nceesswily have
become. No wonder that Peter spake
of the Jewish ritual as a * yoke upoy
the neck . . . . whick neither
our futhers nor we were able to begy,
(Acts xv. 10.)

It was to deliver the pioneers of
Christianity from this greut difficulty,
while securing other interests at tle
same time, that Cluist died upon the
cross.  He died to fulfil, and_therehy
abolish, the eeremonics of Judaism,
He abolished in his flesh the enmit ,
even the law of commandments cop-
fained in ordinances: to make in
Himself of twain, that is, of Jew and
Gentile, one new man, so making
peace. The Cross abolished the sin-
offering; for it was the altar on which
was offered that sacrifice which put
away sin. (Heb. ix. 26--28). The
Cross abolished the burnt-offering; for
it enabled men, when they had appre-
ciated the sin-offering ; to offer them-
selves as *living sacrifices,” holy,
acceptable unto God, which is their
reasonable service. (Rom. xii, 1.)
The Cross abolished the meal-offering ;
enabling men to present in gratitude
their proportion of worldly means in
consideration of theirsalvation through
Christ's death. (Heb. xiii. 16) The
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—
Cross sbolished the pence-offering ;
for it has established the real fellow-
ship between God and man of which
the feast was but a type, and has pro-
vided o simpler feast in the Supper of
the Lord to symbolize this communion.
(Eph. ii. 16; 1 Cor. x. }6.) Tlxe Qross
abolished the ceremonial purifications,
throngh providing an instrument of
regeneration to be used by the Holy
gpirit. (Jolm iil. 14, 15.) The Cross
abolished circumcision, and passover,
and pentecost, and feast of taber-
pacles, and centralization in worship,
pecause it led to the spirit and the
truth of which these were but the
yrapsient forms. It ushered in the
Jour when neither in Gerizim nor at
Jerusalem men would worship the
Father (John iv. 21); but wherever
there was the spirit and the truth in-
habiting & human heaxt, in eivilized
landsor in the wilderness, there would
the merciful Father stoop to receive
man'shomageand be hisperpetual stay.

1I. Curist i His CRUCIFIXION PRO-
VIDED BUT ONE WAY OF REcoNciLiaTION
1OR BOTH JEW AND GGENTILE.

The point in which all religions are
agreed 1s sacrifice.  Henceif there had
Jeen no other object in the sacrifice of
Calvary, we have therein an element
of unity for the different nations of the
carth. Jew and Gentile have alike
been accustomed to the idea of propi-
tiation through sacrifice ; the very in-
stinet of our nature endorses such a
method of reconciliation ; and we have
this common instinet and longing of
humanity satisfied in that sacrifice of
the Cross.

Hence we find that, instead of pro-
viding a Jewish and a Gentile way of
reconciliation with God, Jesus has re-
conciled both wunto God in one
body by the Cross, having slain the
enmity thereby. Hence He has come
and preached the one peace, His own
peace, to the Gentiles that were far
off, and to the Jews that were nigh.

Now it is interesting to observe how
the sacrifices of God were regarded as
peace-making between men.  You re-
member how in sueh cases of dispute
as between Abraham and Abimelech,
or between Jacob and Laban, saeri-
fice to God was the symbol of peace.
These old worshippers felt that when
they rose into the sunlit height of re-
conciliation with a common Lord
through his appointed sacrifice, they
were bound to drop their emmities and
be reconciled to one another as well
as to Him. The one way of recon-
ciliation by sacrifice mnecessitated
mutual reconciliation ;—man could no
longer war with man, when cach had
been reconciled to God.

Perhaps this great principle may be
rendered still clearer if we consider
for a moment the effect of railway
communication upon the caste of
India, Britain, in providing reilway
transit in Hindostan, could not of ne-
cessity humour the different castes of
the country with separate compart-
ments. Brahmin, Hindu, and Dhed
must ‘““bundle in” to the same rail-
way carriage, even at the risk of rub-
bing elbows with each other ; and the
result of having only one way provided
is that caste is being steadily, though
perhaps unconsciously, undermined,
and preparation made for a vast unity
and brotherhood in the not very dis-
tant future.

In exactly the same way Christ, by
providing but one way of reconcilia-
ation through His Cross, is forcing
Jew and Gentile to come into contact,
and throughcontact to become one at
heaxt. Ob, yes, thereis but one royal
road for sinful souls back to their
Father and their God; it is the new
and living way which has been conse-
crated for us through the veil, that is
to say, Christ’s flesh ;and as soul after
soul treads the blood-besprinkled way
into the audience-chamber of the re-
conciled Father, it is found to be a
way of mutual peace-making, brother-
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hood, and bliss! I am the way,’
said Christ, “the truth, and the life;
no man cometh unto the Father but
by me;"—and cach one that comes
recognizes his brothers on the way.
(John xiv. 6.)

III. Curist iROUGH His CRUCIFINION
BECAME DENATIONALIZED, AND SO CAN
BE THE COMMON BROTHER OF EVERY
RACE.

In an eloquent appeal on behalf of
Jewish missions made lately, it was
argued that because Christ is a Jew
we should pity  the scattered nation ;”
and the idea was asserted more than
once that Christ was sitting as @ Few
upon His Father's throne. Had it
been argued that beeause Christ zoas a
Jew, we should do our best for His
compartriots, no fault could be found
with it; but that Christ 7s a Jew I
most emphatically deny. And it
seems to me that if there was less
knowing of Christ after the flesh and
more after the spirit (2 Cor. v. 16),
there would be less sentimentality
entertained about His kingdom and
mission.

Had Clist remained upon the
eurth, and not died as he did upon the
cross, He would not have commanded
the breadth of sympathy He does this
day. A Jew, as such, could not be a
universal sovercign. His nationality
would necessarily denude him of the
cordial sympathy of other nations.
Hence it has been very properly said,
“The Messiah must cease to be Jewish
before He could become universal ;and
this implied His death, by which
alene the personal relations, which
made Him the property of a nation,
could be aunmihilated. ~ To this He
submitted ; He disrobed himself of his
corporeality, He became an important
spirit; thereby instanily burst His
religion open to the camensions of the
world ; and, as He ascended to the

skies, sent it forth to scaiter the seeds 1

of blessing over the field of the world

T —
long ploughed with cares, ang mojst
with griefs: and softened now to nour,
ish in its bosom the tree of life, "=

There is something truly noble in
this denationalization of Christ,
Through death He resigned His na.
tionality, and rises out of Joseph's
tomD no longer a Jewish peasant, byt
“The Son of Man,” claiming kinship
with every nation and kindred and
people and tongue. The man, consg-
quently, that speaks of Jesus bein
now a Jew is mistaking altogether the
genius of Christianity. Tt isg, « citizen
of the world” that sits at the Fathers
right hand and claims the inheritance
ofa universal empire. It is the Eldey
Brother of universal humanity that
beckons His brethren through the
Gospel to come up to the sacred seat
in heavenly places at His side. ¥No
patriot or anti-patriot, but the Man of
the World, is there, and He claims
the sympathy of all He came to save,

I would insist upon this view of our
risen Saviour, for it is the very kernel
of the Union Question. We dare not
put Him into any of the nations orthe
scets. Where is the soul that in g
solemmn hour would claim Christ as an
Episcopalian or a Methodist, an Inde-
pendent or a Presbyterian, a Baptist
or 2 Quaker? You cannot coop Him
up in the cage of denominationalism.
No more can you nationalize Him.
He is above and higher than both.

“Our little systems have their day;

They havo their dey and ceaso to bos

They are but broken Jights of thee,
4nd thou, O Lord, art more than Saoyt

Hence Christ breaks in upon every
nation as a brother. No national pre-
judice can keep Him at a distance.
To all who bave come to know Him in
the spirit there is a sense of brother-
hood established that is above all
nationality and all denominationalism.

;3Nartinun's" Studies of Christianity,” pp. 112

t “In Memoria!
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¢ is the *“living link ™ that is needed
{o bind tl:e nations into one.

It must be a surpassing experience
to risc into rach a position as that
now occupied by Christ, and to con-
template from the eternal throno the
strugele of the world’s peoples ; to get
out of the narrow eircle even of im-
werial interests in such an empire as
Britain into the wide circle of univer-
sal empive. It is to this that Christ
Lac come, and it is better for the
world’s wants that He acts from such
a seat than that He should become
nationalized as a Jew upon any throne
in Zion. The unity and union of the
pations demand & much wider basis
than the small ideas of ““a personal
reign " can afford! Hence we look to
Christ's Cross as the instrument
needed to denationalize our Master,
and make Him in consequence the
natural and common Brother of every
race!

IV. Curist's Cross 1S CONSEQUENTLY
IHE CENTHE AND SYMBOL OF UNION FOR
UNIVERSAT CHRISTENDOM.

Through the Cross, as we have seen,
reconciliation wi-h God and reconcili-
stion with one another are secured.
The crucifixion is the unifying cle-
ment In history and in religion.
When Paul chides the Corinthians
beeause of their divisions, he asks the
significant  questions, “Is Christ
divided ? was Paul crucified for vou?”
(1 Cor.i. 18.) A crucified Saviour is
thus regarded as the element which
should render divisions among Chris-
tiansuntenable. To the Cross, there-
fore, must men be swmmoned if they
are to constitute a united Christen-
dom.

It is plain, brethren, that no other
symbol is at all likely to command the
union desired. I suppose the most
sanguine subscriber of the Westmin-
ster Confession and Catechisms hardly
expects to gather the nations of the
earth round that extensive and mas-

terly symbol. Nor are the Thirty

Nine Articles or the Tridentine De-
crees calculated to become the basis of
the universal union,—nor indecd !is
there any creed, whether Apostolic or
Reformed, at all likely to constitute
the common basis upon which the
union shall be built.

No more ean we eapeet to make the
sacraments of the Supper and of Bap-
tism the symbols of a united Christen-
dom, because around these there is
the din of continual war, some insist-
ing on the baptism only of adults and
by immersion, some insisting on the
baptismal regeneration of infants,
some on ‘“real presence” in the
Supper and mysterious influences
through the sacraments, while others
contemplate the ordinances in a calmer
and more rational licht. How would
it be possible, then, with such contro-
versies about the sacraments, to make
them the symbols of union ?

In such circumstances there remains
but one symbol round which Christen-
domx may be united, a2 symbol which
in these discourses I have tried to
show is capable of distinct doctrinal
interoretetion, a simbol which em-
bodies a divine aud permanent philo-
sophy, a symbol which appeals to the
simplest understanding as well as to
the profoundest intelleet, a symbol
which has all the certainty of o hustorie
fact, and all the charm of a compre-
hensive system, and thisis the symbol
of the Cross! This is the banner
under which the embattled hosts of
God are to advance; this is the rally-
ing-pointfor earth's alienated peoples;
this is the grand unifying power that
Christianity has introduced.

Take up your evangelical religions,
pass them ihrough the crucible of
your most scientific method, andisnot
the common element in them all the
crucifixion of Christ as the source of
man’s salvation? Your “Baconian
Christianity  isthe Christianity of the
Cross. Every system that does mot
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make “Christ crucitied” central will
be found historically to bea failure.®
The Self-sacrifice of the Cross, «s the
only way of delivering maa from
doom, is the one rallying principle,
the one rallying cry, the faith and
bond of Christendom.

A time is coming, brethren, when
the battle of the churches and the
battle of the creeds shall be over,
when ¢ Ephraim shall not envy
Judah, and Judah shall not wvex
Ephraim;” when the priest shall
merge into the presbyter, the cathe-
dral shall count kindred with the con-
venticle, and the Pharisaism that for-
bids the approach of a less worthy
brother shall have given place to uni-
versal contritiri:; when the stick of
Joseph and the stick of Judah shall
be one, and ccelesiastical strifes and
divisions snall pass into the museum
of history. A time 1s coming, breth-
xen, when the Prince of Peace shall
survey & united army, out of which

2 of. “D'Aubigne’s Discourses,” p. 4.

the demon of mutiny lus beea oy
pelled, and common purposes have in.
spired common campaigns and united
missions; a time is coming when the
good and true souls shall draw pg
sword upon each other, but orly upoy
the evil, to hew it, if possible, intg
good : and when that happy day davus
upon a united Christendony, it will he
found that the one banner that flogts
above the field, the one symbol thas
unites all sympathics, the one source
of hope that inspires all hearts, is
Christ's Cross!

It were well, therefore, if men .
lowed their eyes to be filled with this
mighty and marvellous symbol. The
crucifixion, not the ecrucifix, the
tragedy itself, and notits counterfeits,
the Cross of Calvary, and noimitation
of it,—this, brethren, should be the
study of all Christians, for it is just
here that they will find the centre and
the symbol of the union ior which all
true believers pray! God speed the
happy day when we shall all be one
through Christ’s Cross! Amen.

Daitey, -

SOWING AND REAPING.

Adelaide Proctor has written beantiful
liues, but nothing more touchingly true
than the following. \Vhat a lesson and a
oonafort they convey t9 every Christian :—

Sow with a generous hand ;
Pausc not for toil or pain ;
‘Wenry not through the heat of snmaner,
Weary not through tho cold spring xain;
But wait till tho autamn comes
For thie sheaves of golden grain,

Scattcr the sced, aud fear not,
A table will bo spread,
Whatwatt~r if you are too weary
To cat vour harc-earacd bread?
Sow whilc the carth is broken,
For the bungry must te fed.

Sow. YWhile the sceds are Iying
In the wanm earth's bosom deep,
And your warm tears fall upon it,
They will stir in their quict slcep:
And tho geeen blades rise the quickor,
Perchance, for tho tears you weep.

Then sow,—for tho hiours are flecting,
And the sced must fall to-day ;

And care not what hauds shall reap it,
Orif vou have passed away

Before the waving corn-fields
Shail gladden ¢he sunny day.

Sow; and look onward, upward,

Yhere the starry light appears,—
Where, in spito of the coward’s doubting,
Oryour own heart’s trembling fears,
You shiall reap in joy tho harvost

You bave sown to-day in tears.
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A VERY OLD HYMN.

consisted Inrgely in singing the praises of
{he Redeemer. In the works of Clemeunt
of Alexandiia is giv
bymn of the primitive Church. Clement
wrotein the year 150, and the hymn it-
self is said to be cf much earlier origin.
The first and last verses rendered into
English may serve to show the strains in
which the hay py disciples were wont to
address their loving Saviour :—

Shepherd of tender youth?

Guiding in love and truth,
Through devious ways;

Christ, our trinumphant King,

We comoe Thy name to sing,

And hiere our children bring
To shout Thy praise.

So now and till we die,
Soundwe Thy praises bigh,
And joyfu'ly sing ;
Infants and tho glud throng,
Who to Thy Church belorg,
Tnite and swell the song
'To Clirist our Ring.

HAPPINESS IN WORK.

We read of one in aneient time,
Who, wearyof his mortal life,
Resolved that at the evening chime
He'd end the ever painful strifo;
And thus resolved to meet his fate,
Ho only hizd the hour to wait.

This man wes rich in worldly good;
He had what others scek in vain;
But in this sad, despairing mood,
No pleasure found in all his gain;
But now, while walking o'er his land,
A stranger took him Ly the hand.

“Teke this,” to him thoe stranger said;

* Briug back to lifc some dying men;”
Then nt his feet an herb be laid,

And left him to himself again.
The man went forth throughout the town
To Lical the sick, their woes to drowi:.

His money to the poor hic gave,
And counsel freely did impart;
Aud, savingothers from the grave,
Brought swecotest coinfors to hisheart;
Till in bis work so strangely given,
He found a sweet forctastcof heaven.

1
:
i
'

The worship of the early Christinns'

H

en the most ancient !

The stranger ceinoe onco more, nt lust,
And took him by tho hand again;
While at his foot nn berb he cast
To free bim {rom his wortei pain,
who wished to dio before,
Now fain would live his long lifo o'er.
Bosto:, Sep?. 18554, D. M AL

-2

SILENCE.
DY PROF. UPrHAM.
When, switten, thoa dost feel the rod,
Be still, and leavo thy ciuso with God;
And silence to thy soul shall teach
Far mors than comes fromn vutward speech.

When secret arts and open foo
Conspire thy peace to overthros,

In silence learn the hidden power
Which saves theo in that bitter hour.

Doth not thy fathes tako thy part?
Doth He uot know thy bleeding heart?
And when it seems that thou wilt {211,
Doth hie not feel it? bear it ali?

Afzke no roply, but lot thy mind

In silent faith the tricmph find

\Which comes from injuries forgiven,

And trust in God, and st=ngth in Heaven.

WHEN WILL HE COME?
Will it be when the mid-day sun is gleawsing
Ana I aw toiling ‘neath its sultry heat
Or whken at eventide I'm genily resting
Armong the flowers springing at iy feet?
Or when avove my head the stars ara shining,
Brightly resplendentiuthe heavens' high dome,
Orin the rosy blush aud duwn of morning,
Or in tho twilight grey ?  When will He come?

1

Shall I be o, and dreary, and forsaken,
1ith white hair streaming ¢'er my furrowed
broy,
Gono from iny life the music and tho sunshine,
Gone fromny heart the love that cheers me
now ?
Shall 1 bo slenping, with tho green grass waving
And the winds whisp’ring round my lounely
tomb;
Or will ho take me now to greener pastures
And fairer, purer joys? Yhen will Ho come ?

Soon shall I kear—to-day, to-night, to-morrow ¥
Thoe sound I long to catch, His own dear voice,

Swester than all tho toncs1love so fondly,
Saying in accents clear, *“ Rejoico, rejoice 3"
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When shall I sce the hands for mo once picrced, | Will antumn winds be rustling through the
And the brow pressed for me with thorny meadows,

SrOwn, Or winter snows around wherg'er X rons:

Crow ks > am 2

Kunow that for my own sake He gave his lifo . ! 2
l}lln a my own :8 is 1i Poor, vain attempt to hide earth’ssin and ruiy

From Ris all-searching gaze? When will He

Yet, that e exlletir me ? When will Ho come?

. come ?

ShallI be warshipping amoung His children,
And singing hymas of praise unto iy God ?

Or, "mid the Aweilings of the poor and needy, | And stiil I'wait and wait. 3y Lord delayeth,

Striving Lo follow where His fert havoe trod 2 My yearning heart grows tronbled oft and sad
Or in the bustlo of tize crowded city, Yot through the darkest 2ight 1lis loved voico
Or the sweat, social plenasures of m3y home ? sayeth,
Or at His table, or in woods at even “ Iy § N
3 . A coming so0m, to make theo tiuly glad”
Or on the gen's blue waste? When will He 8 ¥ dlad

Theo time is short, this world is tlecting swiftly,
Heaven is nearing, my ctornni iome §
Willallthe Scldsbe fragrant with springblossems, < Oh for the wings of faith to reach unto it,
Tho song bivds warbling in the flowery gltde, + yeoy while with tears I iy, “ When wiil He
Or the brislit summer sunbeuns shining over °
The fruitful earth which His own hand Lath '
made 2 Vv —Christicn. M.

come?

como ?

@ hyisiinse Thought.

OUR SABBATH SCHOOLS. © 1. We must labor to establish pe-
“manent convictions as to God’'s truth.
— Tmpressions are casily made. How

o susceptible are the mind and heart to
: the most delicate intluence! A word,
“a look, a smile leaves an impress that

- !may be ineflaceable. Butthe question

“is, how to give an impression of divine

Ytruth that shall be an abiding conzic-

We are all hoping for success in . #ion in the heart, evermore controlling
Christian work. What is true Chuis- ; the whole life. 'When Daguerre was
tinn suceess?  Is it the soreing of the: working at his sun-pictures, his great
seed of truth? Is it not rather the,difficulty was tosix them. Thelight
sowingand the reaping? Paul's idenof came and imprinted the image; but
suceess is sharply defined, when le’when the tablet was drawn from the
states thatin warning every man, and ! camera, the image had vanished. OQur
in teaching every man, his object is,'w:mt is the same—a ffasng solution,
to “present every man perfect in,that shall arrest and fasten the fleeting

ChristJesus.” No Christian effort can | impression. He discovered the chemi-

stop short of this as the ultimate end. | cal power which turned the evanescent

Evory stroke of labor that contributes‘into the durable. And so, fellow-

to this issuc is, so far, successful.  workers, thereis a divine agency at

Every siroke that bears not in this' hand that can fix the truth in the

direction is in vain, or worse. This'he:u-t—-the power of God’s spirit. But

end should not be a remote one in!God so combines this agency with

Sabbath School work. How may we]human effort, that heart acts directly

gain this success ? on heart. There is such a force in

Svccess 1v SanpatH Schoor Work, AN
How Garxep.

Br Inv. J. N, Cnase, ExnTan. N, H.
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operation as soul-poroer. 'The living |that; notin thq forceof his magnetism.
teacher is cmployed of God to produce { No ; but it lay in the depth of his felt
abiding convictions in susceptible { convictions.  Says one who was
Learts. Taithful men may speak, as|qualified to say it, ¢ Whitelicld spoke
Pauldid, of sowls ¢ begotien ™ by them |as if he could know nothing of the
through the Gospel. God commissions | thousands before him but their im-
us to make disciples.  He bids us win ! mortality and their misery : and so it
souls to Christ. He holds #s respon-, was that those thousands listened to
sible, in a measure, for the weal or him.”  These weighty truths lay
woe of men. If this is so, He hasiheavily on his own heart, and he laid
atven us adequate mneans to accomplish !them unto their hearts.  And so it is
this work. that we, as teachers, must hope to be
9. Furthermore : Successful workers {successful.  Having an expertenee of
must be men and women of deep eon-, God's truth, feeling the evil of sin, and
vietions. 'We cannot ope to hupress | then apprehending Christ, inall the
others with truths that we ourselves . fuliness of His love, we mas, by the
do not feel. Like begets like. The spiril of Godl. reproduce these convie-
stream does not rise higher than itsitions in others. In thislex eur hope.
source. Elevate the fuuntain, and:Te make Christians instrmmeutally,
{he water-pressuve Increases.  There ; we ourselves must iirst be Christians,
is power 1 the inflaence of one whose : There must be something heart-leep
convictivns ave deedply rooted ; and this | and positive in onr Chiristian teacking,
power inereases as the man increases. | God intends Christiznity o he repro-
An obseure man rose up to address | ductive, and it will be, where it is real
the Frenelr Convention, at the time of , and viial.  We caunot overrate this
that nation’s revolution.  « Who isircquisito to all Christian suceess. A
that 2" cagerly inquired Mirabeau of | prosperous merchant was ashed to tell
oue. “That man,” said Mirabeau, ,the sceret of lis suceess in business.
“will yet act a great part, for hel“I put my soul into it,” was the re-
speaks as one who &elieves every word {ply. Thal's what we waut in our
he says.” Chyisf*anity, and in our preaching,
The great Apostle’s success has,and in ourteaching. Look where you
Dbeen hinted at.  We have only to fol- jwill, in auy department of intw nee,
low Iim, as lie went everywhere jand you will find those making thar
preaching the cross, and note his tears,mark who thoroughly belicve, and
and his utterances, to understand his | therefore work.
power over men.  The secret appearsy A gifted author, who often pats true
when he writes, < Rnowing, therefore, 1 things in a homely way, says, * Men

the terror of the Lord, we perslmdeit}mt do anything in the world must he

men.”  “We dclicve, and therefore
speak.”
the difierence
thunders and the teaching of one who
knew and believed the texrors of which
le spoke.” :

Look at Whitefield, startling a
worldly church from its slumbers, and
calling sinners in great numbers from
death to life. \Wherein lay his power ?
Not in his oratory; not in the silvery
tones of his voice ; men would tire of

men of strong convictions. It won't

Says Rubertson, « Here was jdo to go through life like a hen, craw
between  rhetorical | —crawing, and lifting up one fuot, and

not knowing where to set it down
next.” Mr. Fields, in his discrimina-
ting lecture on Sidney Smith, ex-
plaius the energy and success of his
manly work, by saying, ¢ The diifer-
ence between him and others about
him was, that while they had opm-
ions, he had convictions.”

How greatly is this power needed
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in the Christian church to-day! We ! teaching power in us, by supplying
need it in the pulpit. The preacheris | our own personal, relizious nepds,
powerless indeed withoutit. Weneed | There must be & personal working
it in the pews. We want standard- | out of the Gospel in our own inner

bearers, firm and trme. We want
leaders who dave to follow Christ im-
plicitly.  We wantmen in our Baptist
churches who shall “ seem to be pil-
lars,” men of faith and action, —men
who cannot he swayed by any argu-
ments short of the word of God. Let
the teacher have convietions of truth,
and feel his responsibility, and we
shall have harvests of such workers.

3. But how is this {eaching power
to be developed ? Before the prophet
Ezekiel was lifted to the height of his
mission, hie was instrucied to eat a
certain <“ roll ” that was given to him.
That roll was the Word of God; and
with that in hisheart, he went forth
“in the heat of his spirit,” to move
the captives by the viver Chebar. It
is a great mistake for one to attempt
the work of teaching without diligent
study of the Scriplures. As well
might the preacher enfer the pulpit
with no preparation. To feel the in-
spivation of divine truth, so as to im-
part i, we must drink deep at the
fountain. How does the artist gain
the lofty ideals that he puts upon can-
vas ?

He studies the masterpicces; .

life before we can truly proclaim i,

The most suceessful teachers ave those

who have had the deepest cxperience
! of the things of God. Herein we see
God's wisdom, in using sinuers as the
dispensers of his grace and truth, It
, is only the enlightened sinner that is
. qualified to preach or teach the Gos.
‘pel. A spotless angel cannot Qo
what a converted Saul of Larsus ean
do. Be it ours, then, fellow-teachers,
to know the truth,—to know it ag it
, stands related to our own spwitual
. life ; and the truth, thus known, will
“be a power in us. We shall live it,
"as wellas teach it.  'We shall have in-
. telligent convictions. Others will be
. convicted and persuaded. And so the
 water that Christ gives as will be in

us fountains of water, springing up to
- eternal life. And the prayer of the
" Psalnist, with its answ.r, will find g
i place in our cxperience: “ Restore
- unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and
, uphold me with Thy free spirit; then
" will T teach transgressors Thy ways,
,and sinners shall be converted to
. Thee.”

He holds prolonged commuuion with .

the work ¢f a Raphael until the in-

spiration of the master becomes his.

own., There is no lack of painstak-
ing in this process, and it is not labor
lost.  Yet what thoughts, what con-
ceptions ean be expressed in painting,
that will bear comparison with those
areat truths of God and of clermty,
that we seek fo imprint on human
hearts 2 And can we hope to spring
intn possession of this power in a mo-
ment? God does not so impart.
Patient, reverent study alone is the
Lkev to these divine thoughts; and
liere is the hiding of this power.

Qur knowledae of the truth must
be experimental.  God developes the

" THE RELIGION OF SENTIMENT
AXD THE RELIGION OF
PRINCIPLE.

~ There are these two types of religion
as it is exemplified in the lives of men.
There is a religion of sentiment, & sort
" of exaltation of feeling that yet has
not the root of thematterin it. Some
. men are taken with that which lies
, upon the surfaceof religion rather than
with that which constitutes its essential
. strength. The religious imagination,
in other words, has been taken captive,
+ but the deep springs of the heart have
| not been truly touched. By 110 means,
! therefore, has the whole man been
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prought under control ; if, indeed, we!‘ will choosing good and God. It is the
can say that lie is under real control at, subjection of the life to the vbedience of
all who is moved by mere imagination, , Christ. Anentire conspcmtiun of ]:Jelll".
or superficial feeling. Such a form of religion as this can
Such men expaliate on the Divine, stand the shock of tempest and batile.
peneficence, on the universal brother-, The assaults that would overthrow
hood, on God in nature, on the divine- l weaker natures find it founded on a
ness in humanity. Under certain cir-, rock from which it cannct be moved.
stances they go off inlo the broadest It isa type of religion that holds out
of broad church views. Or if they do to the end. It takes up the burdens
not go to these extremes, they are yet, of life, car.ies the cross after the dMas-
far from being the reliable working,ter. Having put its hand tv the plouglh,
Christianns upon whose steadfastness,it does not look back in vain regrets.
vou can depend. It holds on through evil as well as
" Hence, so far as they themsclves are ; throngh good report.
concerned, they are likely to become  Those who have cultivated this type
the prey of doubts and fears. Their,of piety find themselves in the pos-
religion was made for sunshine. Their , session of that good part that shall not
hopesare eclipsed, or vanished entirely.  be taken from them. They find ithem-
They begin to think that religion is a  selves at rest—not from holy activity,

. . o 1 . . . - .
Jelusion anda snare. It is possible that, but from vain conflicts and distressing

they may nahe utter shipwreck of the, fears. They can mark, and with deep
faith. At anyrate, solid heart-comfort gratitude to God, continual progress
15 gonc. There is not that restfulness, from day to day intheir Chuistiun walk.
m such & type of religion which the,Theirs is a life of joy ; thanksgivingis
soul craves when beset with temptation | continually in their heart, and the voice
or burdened with care. of melody.

Hence, so far as the example of such, Their life, too, does not put Chris-
persons go, it is largely against religion. , tianity to the blush. They are rather
Their failures aud follies are so many , burning and shining lights inthe world,
that the world, looking on, says, *Ifibholding forth the word of life. Men
that is religion, we want none of it.” take knowledge of them that they have
Not & religion that can talk glibly andjbeen with Jesus. Looking at them
enjoy excitement, but a religion that:the world sces that religion is a sub-
makes men better in all the relations, stantial reality, that it is more and
of life is what men want. i better than & poet’s dveam. It sces

Now the religion of the Bible is a.ithat there is power in this religion
religion of principle. Its fimdamental:to mould the hearts and control
position is in the ruling love of the the lives of men. It sees that pas-
converted heart. It is not mere emo- sion is subdued, that purity reigns,
tion, though it fecls the deepest emo- that holy encrgy is imparted, that the
tions. It does not spend itself in ec- atmosphere of heaven rests npon the
stacies, though it rises in *“ the rapture earthly life like a benediction.
of pavdon ™ up to God. Much less, Hence there is a value and a power
does it dribble its energies away in,in the religion of principle which the
gush, though its affections are broad,religion of sentiment can never have.
enough to cmbrace mankind. Itis a It is, in a word, the only true form of
determined, settled purpose. It is the religion.—Awmerican Messenger.
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FROM DARENESS TO0 LIGHT.

{This chapter finishes the autobiography of
Dugald Buchunan. Ho lived 18 yoars aiter tho
dato to which he Lrings down his'own story : bus
he has left us no nccount of himself. From
othor sources we know that he obtamed o situa-
tion as schoolinaster in Perthshire in 1775, that
he assisted in tho work of translatingthe Scrip-
tures into Gueli¢, hig_nativetongue; that Lo
did the work of un Evangelist in a district
wheres till this day his numie is rovered, aud
whero & granito wonument has beon or is about
to be orected to his moemory. In 1766 he pub-
lished his Pocms, which place him in the esteem

\ LHR (

14

of competent judges, in the very front rank of
renowned poets ; but the languege in which thoy
wore written, ulthough cuitivated by German, |
Fronch and Enalish Linguists mord than ever, is |
ag o spoken language slowly dying, and from !
that L ugnago it is impossible 10 transfer then:{
to Englich, though soveral trauslutions have

been mede, without muering that exquisite adup- |
tation of word to tliouglit which genius alone

canreackin any languuge. In 1PR, two yeurs

after publishing 1.is pocins, the author died, re- |
tainitg to the last that lofty style of piety on‘
which he appenrs to enter ab the timo he parts

company with us in this concluding chupter.

At first sight tLhis ckauter mey appear to somo
too long; well, it xo doubt will be
thus felt. bv Jocking at it, or even in
reading it when oune is in @ cold worldly
mood, but ict any who feels an intercst in ex-
perimental rdigion, Which is 10 theology what
Practical farming 15 to chemistry, driw near on
a quiet Spbbuth eveuind, in o devout frame to
yoad this chaptor, and if Le Jnows aught of
Augustine’s Confession he wi:l be reminded of
them i cre, and Jie counot vise from its perusal
without fecling hiwrself druwn to & bigher epirit-
udl Efe_widely  diffezent from what pusscs for
good rehzion in our day. Indeed the poinis of
rosemblance between Buchanun’s nimns and ¢x-
periences are strikingly &hmilar, though not in
all points of their circumferoxce, with much of
what weread now by Mr. Varley axd otbers on
the higher Chmnstian hfe.—Ep. C. C.3AL})

An autobiography of last century : be-
ing the Life and Conversion of
Dugsld Buchanan, as narrated by
himsclf.

Trauslated for tho CHIUSTIAN ATONTHLY.

CONCLUDING SECTION—CHAP. II.

(In which God’s gracious dealing with
my soul, from August 1842 to
January 1&?0, is continued.)

“The Sacrament of the Lord’s Sup-

[ =

S‘TW‘\ ™

m.[« 1%

in my neighbourhood. I went thithey
and got a soul-refreshing view of
Christ at His own table, hoth ina way
of reproof and comfort. 'Ihese Scrip-
tures came before me: “ Deause J
am  broken with thetr whorish heart
which hath departed from me; Buekial
xvi, 9. “Behold I am pressed under
Joity as @ cart Is pressed that is full of
sheaves ; Amos 1, 18--a reproof (hat
turned my eyes to lovk {o the suffer.
ings of Jesus Clwist the Son of God,
whose love, uuto death, I was now
commenorating; and knowing my
sins to be the cause for which L sufi-
ered, I do this day bear witness against
them, and enter a protest in the hand
of the Advocate in heaven, at God's
right hand, that they bé not heard.
And I promise in the sight of God
and the holy angels, aud take 1y con-
science and all about me as witness,
that where I shall observe Thy will to
be, that I shall not fight'or pray against
it, but submit. Bave me from myself,
for T am my greatest enemy. I bless
Thee, 0 my God in Christ, who hatl
cnabled me to renounce myself freely
in Thy sight, and for giving me such
soul submission to Thy yoke. Now,
Lord, let the dedication of myself to
Thee, and my aceepting Thee as my
God in Christ, and my being the sub-
ject of Thy spiritual work, be like the
day that is past and cannot be recalled
again. Let it be radified in heaven,
and I will sign it upon earth.

per was {o be held in o congregation

Druearp Bucuaxax.
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Ehvistinn Mievk,

Tge Usper CURRENT—THE WavE oF
BressiNe—HENRY VARLEY'S PREACH-
me.

1t is the impression of many minis-
ters and laymen with whom the editor
met-during the sittings of the Church
courts in one of our cities, that there
is & strong under-current of religious
geriousness setting in among the
Christian people of all denominations
in Canada. It is difficult to guage
{he current or ascertain its strength,
put to some appreciable extent it is

ere.
thT}m existence of it is from the Lord
who is the fountain of the Church’s
strength and life; but there are no
doubt other causes at work in con-
junction with this divine, efficient
cause. .

It is favourable to the growth of
religious feeling and experience
smongst us, that there is an absence
of political strife. The intensity of
our party feeling in politics, the extent
to which people go in “railing ac-
cusations,”’ the coarse language, lying,
and bitter personalities in which men
indulge, just to carry their favourite
candidate successfullythroughthepoll,
allthis, especiallyif indulged inby mem-
bers and office-bearers of the church,
is grieving to the Holy Spirit, which,
though pure, yet is peaceable, gentle,
and easy to be entreated, full of mercy
aud good fruits. Christian men,
though prepared to maintain truth and
righteousness at all hazards, are,
however, getting weary of these bitter,
wrighteous personalities;, which are
twice cursed, cursing him that. gives.
them and him that receives them.

It is favourable to the seriousness of
tbe public mind, that the bitter de-

R

‘nominational war and keen rivalry,

to the extent of robbing each other’s
folds, and building on each other’s
foundation, that were wont to prevail
among denominations that were in
history and doctrine next door neigh-
bours, are ceasing under the influence
of growing intelligence, the spread of
non-denominational literature, the
unions of the different branches of the
Methodist and Presbyterian Churches,
and the recent meetings of the Evan-
gelical Alliance. Christians, without
losing any of the enlightened attach-
ment they may have to their own deno-
mination, are beginning to understand
that Christ may have other sheep
which are not of their fold, and that
men who say Sibbolcti may belong to
the true Israel as well asmen who say
Shibboleth.

The news that hascome to us from
England, Scotland and Ireland, of the
intense interest in divine things that
is being manifested in the great cities
by men of educrtion and social stand-
ing, and the increased warmth that is
being felt by God's children, asis
shown by their study of the Word of
God, and their delight in prayer and
praise, all thishas arrested usin Cana-
da and set us to think and toread and
enquire more than we were wont as to
eternal things. Thefatherhasthrown
aside his newspaper for a little, and
the mother the last novel, toturnaside
to see this wonderful sight,—the dry
bones.shaking, and the bones coming
together, bone to. his bone, sinews and
flesh coming wup upon them, skin
‘covering them, the breath entering into
them, and: they, now endowed with life,
standing up upon their feet an exceed-
ing greatarmy eager for the master’s

service. In comparison with this,
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whaut are politics, party, fiction, but the
morning mist that appeareth for a
little time and then vanisheth away.

We hope that Mr. Henry Varley’s
vigit will fall in appropriately to the
serious mood that seems favourable to
hisvisit. He is a Baptist, in theology
at least, of the school of Spurgeon,
but according to the advice Spurgeon
gave him in coming here, he has sunk
the Baptist in the Christian. Nothing
could exceed in vigour, clearness, and
faithfulness, his exposition of the Pass-
over as a type of Salvation through
Christ, to which we had the privilege
to listen onenight. Itis such preach-
ing as we need, and such preaching as
God surely will bless, for its tendency
is to make sin odious. God
glorious, the sinner anxious, and
the belicver joyous and holy. Twice
in that sermonwe were delighted to
find him quoting the puritan princes
of theology, which is unfortunately
not the fashion with the youthful and
aspiring preacher of the day, who, for-
saking the waters from the cold snow
of Lebanon, lead their hearers the way
of Egypt to drink the waters of Sihor.
He quoted Charnock where in his
treatise on the “ Attributes of God,”
that writer magnifies Holiness as the
central attribute in the divine char-
acter; and, perhaps unknown to him-
self, he quoted John Owen, who quotes
Varinus in his reference to the divid-
ing knife of the high priest being in
the eye of Paul when he said that all
things were “naked and gpened in the
eyes, &c.,” Heb. xii, 12, 13. See
“Owen on the Hebrews,” Vol.iv,
p- 864.

The following communication in
reference to Mr. Vurley's visit to To-
ronto has just reached us, and we
make room for it as giving the estimate
of the work going on, from the pen of
one who is deeply interested in it.

MR, VABLEY IN TORONTO.
Toronto has become as Edinburgh,

a scene of wondrous working power
during the past two weeks. Qg
brother, Henry Varley, and his degy
wife, have come to usin the fullnegg of
the Gospel of Jesus. Greatly blessed af
Montreal, Ottawa, Kingston and Bel.
ville, to the salvation of many souls g
each place.

Here the Lord liad given his sajntq
great expectancy of blessing, invalidg
for years have been pleading, ministers
united and filled with grace to stang
by and see the working of the Lord by
messages of power he has given hig
servant.

Already this country has behelq
what God can do by a man wholly
surrendered.

Henry Varley entered this city 5

stranger ten daysago, and already it
is being moved to its verycentre. He
has witnessed to_thousands daily of
our Adorable Loxd.
- Christians have been led to realize
the riches of their inheritance, and
awake out of the death-like sleep
brought upon many by the very form-
alities consequent upon our religious
duties.

Aldermen, professors, merchants,
drunkards, young and old, educated,
unlearned, are daily testifying of the
wondrous love of Jesus.

The means used have been daily a
noon prayer-meeting, an afternoon
meetingin one or other of the Churches,
upon Holiness, and the Gospel mess-
age proclaimed to thousands every
night. Hundreds of souls have been
saved, and whole households made
glad. There has been no excitement.
Knox Church took the overflow when
the large Shaftesbury Hall was pack-
ed. Indeed,ithas hitherto been al
Praise. Everything was prepared of
the Lord. Will the Lord's people
give him all the praise that another
country has begun to be visited with a
full shower of blessing,

Pray that this may be the most
glorious winter Canada has ever
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known. That the blessing may go
from shore to shore, and from North
to South, knowing no Znes in this new
d.
lm:%trength is given to all who labour
in this glorious harvest time. It has
peen an Indisn Summer indeed ; chil-
dren are being gathered into our loved
Master's fold. The following details
from one of our fellow-workers will

Iead to praise. . . . .

As this freshet from the fountain-
head of our Living God has come, we
believe that our little ones will be car-
ried in the fullness of its flood into the
arms of our blessed Lord.

Will you “magnify the Lord with
us, and let us exalt his name together,
for the Lord is doing great things for
us, wherefore we are glad.” Like the
keeping of the feast in Hezekinh's
day, when the people “kept seven
days with gladness and then consult-
ed to keep other seven days, which
they kept with great gladness,” so
have these past days been to the chil-
dren of God in this city.

It is now more than a week since
our gear brother, Mr. Varley, after a
time of heavy harvest work in other
parts of Canada, came to Toronto, and
from the first day until now the power
ofthe Lord has been manifestly rest-
ing upon his ministry among us. It
seemed as if he came with the longing
deeply engraved on his ownheart, «To-
ronto for Christ,” and now God’s own
people have caught up the same spirit,
and heart to heart responds, ¢ Yes,
our city for Christ.”

Our second seven days have now
commenced, and we are ¢ keeping the
feast with great gladness.” The tide
of blessing is increasing every day,
and most cheering is it at the daily
meeting for prayer at the noon-tide
hour, to hear testimony after testimony
out of an over-flowing heart, to the
blessing received since the commence-
ment of these meetings. Ministers of

all the evangelical denominations have
rallied round this honoured Servant of
the Master, and in loving rivalry place
their Churches or school-rooms at his
disposal.

The afternoon meetings are gener-
ally held in » different place every
day, the subject being * the Christian
Life,” or * the Rest of Faith.” The
attendance has steadily inereased, and
to-day the congregation had to adjourn
from the lecture hall of the Metropoli-
tan Tabernacle into the large building
itself —seven or eight hundred pcople,
it was reckoned, being present.

These meetings have been thmes of
great spiritual refreshment, where not
a few have entered into the fulness of
life in Christ, and are testifying it,
day by day, as opportunity is given at
the noon-tide hour.

One morning a business man of the
city stood up and testified to the revo-
lutionary power such truth received
was exercising over his whole being,
and now the thought of such close
union with Christ, illustrated by the
closest of all natural relationships,
gave power for service such as he had
never known before. A devoted min-
ister of the city also gave utterance to
the same blessed realization of light
and libexty, and joy, through the
grasping of the truth of being * dead
in sin and alive unto God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord;” while ano-
ther minister from Montreal spoke of
blessed results there from like services,
held by Mr. Varley at the close of the
Evangelical Alliance meetings, and
conveying to him the heartfelt thanks

of the 1,600 people who had one even-

ing in his own church listened to the
life-giving truths then proclaimed.
One blessed testimony was givenby &
lady present, who said she had been 85
years & Christian, but never had
known before such entire trust in
Jesus, or sweet rest and joy in him,
adding, «if I should hold my place,
surely the very stones would cry out.”
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NARRATIVE OF CONVERTED
FRENCH CANADIAN FAMILIES.

It has been thought, says the Four-
nal of the French Canadian Misstonary
Society that o brief account of some
of the families converted to the Gos-
pel at the beginning of the Society
would tend to strengthen the faith and
redouble the zeal of its friends. The
following rclation furnished by Mr. E.

j Richard affords abundant cause for
encouragement and thankfulness to the
Head of the Church :(—

CONVERSION OF THE V. Farwy.—
In 1850 I took charge of the College
of Pointe avx Trembles, in the absence
of the Rev. J. B. Tanner in Europe.
One day I was suprised by the visit of
a priest who wished to speak with the
Director. We had a long conversation
in which he expressed his satisfaction
with the establishment, the teaching of
the pupils the Secriptures, and the
Society’s efforts to circulate them
through the country. He said his
sphere was at Quebec and neighbour-
hood, and that he himself strongly
recommended his hearers to procure
the Gospel, but that his Bishop did
not approve of his course. When
lesving he accepted a copy of Martin’s
Bible, which he pronounced before the
pupils & good book, and took leave of
them and myself in the most friendly
way. 1 now come tothe V- family
upon whom this visit had a signal
effect. Shortly before, I had given
Testaments to Madam V, and her
eldest son, which they read without the
knowledge of the husband. Mr. V.
was much respected, well off, paying
-considerable tithes to the priest with
whom he was intimate, and very at-
tentive to all the church services.
Having learnt the visit of the priest
as above related, he sent word to me,
through hisbrother-in-law, Mr. E, who
with his family had been .already
brought to the knowledge of the Gospel,

—that he would like to hear what haj
passed between me and tho prieg
I hastened to his house where gl thé
family were met. The Lord seemej
to have arranged everything. .,
began by saying he had heard of
the priest’s visit, and that we hag
parted in good friends. I related what
had passed, and that on leaving the
priest had expressed his best wishes
for the success of our establishmen
and of the work we were carrying on
at which Mx. V. appeared quité
astonished. His son seeing his fa.
ther so well disposed to hear me
opened his Testament for the first
time in his father’s presence, and asked
me to explain these verses, (Ephes.
ii, 8-10) “For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of your
selves; it is the gift of God,” &e. I
understood his intention, for both he
and his mother well knew their mean.
ing, andspoke at length of that precious
salvation by grace. The father was
so affected that I have not the least
doubt, a work of grace through the
Holy Spirit was then wrought in him,
At length I was obliged to leave much
to the regret of Mr. V, who wished to
keep me longer. Before departing,
with his consent, we engaged in prayer,
and I gave thanks to God and implored
His blessing on the family. Onrising
frora our knees Mr. V. took me by the
hand and said, “From this day my
-house is opened to you, and I have
finished with the church of Rome and
.the priest; he has only taught me error
and falsehood; I will write him thatl
now leave the Church of Rome.” He
sent his demission, and next Sabbath
he attended our services at the College
with his family, and continued to do
.80, until his departure for the Eastern
Townships, where they settled. Several
of his c¢hildren have received part of
their education at Pointe aux Trembles.
The father died in the peace of the
-Saviour some time since, much respect-

ed, as is all the family.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOUR-
NALS OF THE COLPORTEURS.

The following extracts evidence the
enlightening power of the Word of
God, the debasing effects of Rome’s
teachings, the independence of priestly
influence increasing amongst her fol-
lowers, the failure of her plans of
French immigration, and other results
encouraging to those who have so long
labored for the spiritual well-being of
our French Canadian people. Let us
geek more and more the aids of his
Holy Spirit for the extension of the
-work,

TESTIMONY TO THE PRECIOUSNESS OF
Gopr’s Worp.—At G. L. an old man
stood up in the 1ineeting, and ad-
dressing the unconverted and Roman
Catholics present, said: “I believe
that Christ died for me, and therefore
I am not afraid to die. I have yet
many besetting sins, but I pray God
that I might be delivered from them.
Why should I be afraid of death?
Jesus has told me in his Word, ‘I go
to prepare a place for you, I will re-
ceive you unto myself, that where I
am there you may be also.” If I were
to doubt God’'s Word I might have
reason to fear, but I thank God I do
believe his Word, and therefore I am
not afraid of death.”

At P. C. I visited a very poor man
to whom I lent a Bible three or four
years ago. Said he to me, « I believe
the Bible to be the best of all books,
and I would not give up mine for ten
thousand dollars if I could not get
another to teach me God's love to
sinners, because Jesus Christ has said,
it would be no profit to a man to gain
the whole world if he should lose his
own soul by it. The book of Psalms
is the best of all hymn beoks, and it is
my only hymn book. One of my
neighbours, Mr. A., instead of going
o mass on Sunday, comes here and

reads in my Bible. He would be glad
to get one, and if you leave one I will
try and sell it for you. Before you
Ieave us I must tell you that we got
all our children baptized by a Protest-
ant minister.”

Tur Bmsve avereciarep.~—Lately I
met a person who said to me, *“ could
you let me have another Bible?"
< What has become of the two Bibles
I lent you?” I said. ¢ Why, sir, &
friend seeing on my table, Martiin's
Version of the Bible, became quite in-
terested 1n it, and asked its loan. I
said to him you had better take care,
it is a Protestant Bible. ¢ Protestant
or not,” he said, “I believe it to be &
good book, and will run the risk of
reading it if you will lend it.” I con-
sented, and now he does not want to
part with it. The other Bible I lent
to & young man, who after keeping it
three months brought it back, saying,
I must let him take the book withk him
to the United States. I told him it
was the only one I now had, and that
I did not want to part with it for any
price. After leaving it he one day,
however, called when I was out -and
took it away, so that I have no Bible
now, but would like to get another.”
I promised him one.

Tae Worp 1rs owN WirNess.—A¢
T., & man lives who, till my last visit,
showed himself very much opposed to
the Gospel, and speaking of me used
to say he would never listen to one
who taught only lies. Happening,
however, to meet him the other day in
the stage, after a few words of con-
versation with him, I opened my
Testament and commenced to read
aloud. At first he paid no attention,
but, at last, looking at me asked,
quite alarmed, if it was really the
Word of God I was reading. On my
answering it was, he said, * God for-
give me for not having listened to it
sooner.”
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CENTRAL AMERICA.

Tho Moravian mission on the Mos-
quito Coast has sustained a serious loss.
A short Lime ago the Messenger of Peace,
after having experienced . severe
storm on the voyage from Greytown to
Blewticlds, had to be run ashore to
prevent loss of life, and now she lies
there, as the missionary writes, *“a
hopeless wreck.” “The sccond boat,
the AMeta, was driven ashore dwring a
violent hurricane, andbroken to picces
before anything could be done to save
it. The AMessengar of Peace was used
for keeping up communication between
the stalions, conveying issionaries
to and fro, also provisions, etc.; and
the smaller vessel was often used to do
similar work on the rivers, except
where the creeks rendered the passage
of a sail boat quite impossible. How

the Dbrethren and their families will|;

get on at all without a small vessel of
some kind, itis difficult to imagine.
In acance or open boat provisions
have often been spoiled onthe passage,
when the heavy waves broke through
all the tarpauling, and the missionaries
have beeu compelled to live on mouldy
bread and ric~ for months, until the
ship can'e again.
Peace cost £1,500, this amount being
raised mairly by Sunday-school chil-
dren in Moravian congregations in the
United States of America. These
generous coutributors will no doubt
come forward again to do their utmost
to raisc funds for replacing the larger
vessel, at all events. All friends of
Moravian missions are appealed to for
aid towards the purchase of another
vessel for missionary use on the Mos-
quito Coast.

BORNEO.

An agent of the Propagation So-
ciety mentions a visit paid by him to
Tamudok, and the baptism of some
converts: “On Sunday, the people

The Messenger of

came down at an carly hour, before
we had finished the morning 1yeq)
The prayer-honse is a simple ey,
struction of palm-leaves, with a fuy
planks laid on the ground floor 4
serve both as benches and ashassocks,
IWe sang the service as we o g4
1 Sebetan, and I spoke upon Gads
promise of old to send a Deliverer intg
the world, and of the coming of Chrig
yvas the fulfilment of it. After i
tsecond lesson, I baptised three adults
thus making eight Christians bclong:
ing to Tamudok. Deo gratius. After
service, I asked why so few had come
forward to profess their faith: it wag
answered, that they would all be bap-
1 tised, though not yet; but that answer
might mean a great many things, I
believe the head men are really afraid
of Christian worship—afraid, that i,

tha? * fug dreadful may happen
if to0 embrace Christianity—
£ &y wanwer suIC UNUSUAL sickness or bad

harvests may result. They are wait-
ing to sce the effect on those who
have been baptized ; these are to try
the new ground.”

CHINA.

The wife of an American missionary
at Amoy writes as follows in a letfer
which appears in the New York Clris
tian Intligencer : ¢ Last winter, atone
of our missionary conferences, the
subject of small feet was brought up,
and it was thought we might gef a
society who would pledge themselves
not to bind their girls’ feet. After a
great deal of talk, a pledge-book was
printed, and a meeting, for women
only, was appointed for July 3, in one
iofour churches. There were abonl
!seventy women in the body of the
'clmrch; in the pulpit three missionary
gentlemen and two Chinese pastors.
After prayer and addresscs, all who
‘were willing to take the pledge were
invited to sign their names, or rather
make their marks. There we ladies
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had & chance to do our parts, for we
each went around to those of our own
classes whom we knew were willing to
join, but who perhaps would not have
courage to come forward alone, and
brought them up to sign. In thatway
we got over forty mames at once,
which was more thun we had expect-
¢d. Ihope it will be the beginning
of large feet, in the church at least, if
not among the heathen.”

EGYPT.

A letter appears *in the Zimes of
Blessing from Miss Whatley, the inde-
fatigable lady missionaryat Cairo. Un-
connected with any society, and having

Ler assistants mainly from the circle

of her own family, she has long main-
tained Christian schools both for Mo-
hammedan and Coptic children at
Cairo, and more recently at Damietta.
She has more than 800 youthsin her
charge, and also carries on extensive
lasbowrs among adults. The Khedive
gave the land on which her school
buildings have been erccted. Miss
Whatecly states that an interesting re-
form is goingon in the Coptic Church,
having in view the better regulation
of church matters, and especially the
spread of the Scriptures. Though
arising among themselves, she believes
that this reformation ihas had its
origin in the superior education and
knowledge of the Secriptures which
some of the members of the church
liave received from foreign Christians.

Sencticvel Bapers,

SUFFERING.
BY N.W. K.

It may be said that suffering in one
shape or another is the common lot of
all mankind. Sin hasopened the door
for suffering, and it seems to be im-
possible for any one to avoid it alto-
gether. But while it is true that sof-
fering preveils extensively, it is also
true that unmitigated suffering is not
the lot of any nan, in this world.
Every man is favoured with a share of
happiness and enjoyment, some time
or another; at least mitigating and
modifying elements are mixed up in
the lot of the least favoured of man-
lind. ButI wish to call attention to
the fact that an important diffexence
exists between the experience of an
unbeliever and that of a Christian in
the order in which their sufferings and
their enjoyments respectively succeed
oe another :—the enjoyment of the

unbeliever precedes his suffering, but
the suffering of the Christian precedes
his happiness aud enjoyment. This
is the general law according to which
the succession takes place even when
we confine our attention to this world
alone. Within this narrow circle of
vision, there may be exceptions, cither
real or apparent. But when we ox-
tend the circle of our vision so as to
include men’s prospects for the world
that is to come, then the order of sue-
cession which I haveindicated, will be
found to hold true universally aud with-
out & single exception.

I presume that no one will be dis-
posed to deny that thereis a good deal
of enjoyment to be found in the career
of unbelievers, but it is equally certain
that their career shall sooner or later
end in suffering and misery. The
commission of sin affords considerable
enjoyment to human nature inits pre-

sent fallen condition, in its present
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corrupt state. It is for the enjoyment
which men find in sin that they are so
fond of it. Sinful indulgence affords
pleasure while the indulgence lasts;
but it is almost sure to be followed by
regrets or fears or some other terrible
suffering, even in this world ; and if
persisted in, and if forgiveress of it be
not secured through the blood of
Jesus, it is absolutely sure to be fol-
lowed by remorse and everlasting tor-
ments hereafter.

It gives pleasure to the drunkard to
join his comrades at the social glass,
und to swallow the ardent spirits for
which he has contracted an appetite.
But the inevitable results of hiscareer,
when protracted without repentance
aud reformation, are shattered nerves,
the servitude of his will to hislusts and
passions, the loss of respect, wasting
and destruction of property, family
misery, it may be an untimely grave,
and certainly a lost and undone eter-
nity. The rogue, the robber, the mur-
derer, the slanderer, the fornicator,
also derive some pleasure from the
commission of their respective sins;
but awful consequences are sure in
every case to follow. A

And when, from such notorious
transgressors, we turn our eye to the
more respectable class of men, who
are simply unbelieving and godless,
without being guilty of aggravated
iniquities, we shall find that the same
order obtains in the sequence of their
enjoyments and their sufferings. They
have their pleasures now, but they
shall lLave -misery hereafter. In
their worldliness, in their gaities,
in their vanities, in their atten-
tion to business, in the social virtues
and moral excellencies which they
enltivate-and practise while they ignore
the authority of God and His religion,
in their pursuits of sciénces, arts,
trades and professions, they find much;
enjoyment and pleasure; but they
have forgoiten God, théy have fram-
pled His™ authority under their feet,

they have not submitted to the gospel
of His Son, and the end of all shall e
their Lanishmen? from His ypresence

and from the Giory of His power, ani
their consignraent to the place of evey.
lasting woe prepared for the devil ang
his angels. They take their happinesy
and their enjoyments first, and after.
wards they must have their sufferings,

Such is the order of sequence for the
unbelieving and the ungodly. Bug
Christ has reversed this order for his
own people. The passages are nuraer-
ous that establish this position. Let
it suffice to quote the few following:
¢« If we be dead with him, we shall
also live with him:™ if we suffer we
shall also reign with him. “If so be
that we suffer with him, that we may
be glorified together.” ¢ For our light
affiction which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory.” And
the Lord Jesus represents Abraham
as using the following words in his
reply to the doleful petition of the rich
man in Lsll for a drop of water to
cool Lis tongue: *“Son remember
that tion in thy life time received thy
good things, and likewise Lazarus evil
things : butnow he is comforied and
thou art tormented.”

From what bas been said a lesson
may be drawn for each of two classes
of people.

First. Let the pious and the godly
who endure much suffering, be cheer-
ed at the prospect of their nearing de-
liverance. The day of your deliver-
ance draweth nigh : beyond death-and
the grave there lieth before you an un-
ending felicity. Yow have a night of
sorrow and suffering now, but the
dawning of the day of everlasting joy
is fast approaching. “ Weeping may
endure for the night, but joy cometh
in the morning.” What of it though
you should be in suffering for a brief
period, seeing that at the expiration
of it, an eternity of consolstions

stretches-out before you. Soon, very
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n it may be, you shall be put in
;?)‘;session of ¢ Glory, honour, and
immortality.”  Soon you shall be
where there is no suffering, nor sor-
row, nor death ; where the scalding
tear shall never more fow down the

ale and care worn cheek. Let that
olorious prospect nerve you to endure
;onr presentafflictions ; let it awaken
% Songs in the night” in your hearts,
if not in your lips.  Jesus looks down
and sympathizes with you : and when
the needed process of sanctification
has been completed, he will not leave
yon one moment longer in your pre-
sent distress.

Second. Let the merry hearted,
whose enjoyments are unhallowed
pleasures take warning. O ye that
forget God, and quaff the cup of
earthly, carnal, sensual pleasures,
know that a change awaits you, know
that your unhallowed pleasures shall
sooner or later be brought to 2 close.

«Woe unto you that langh now! for
ye shall mourn and weep.” * Rejoice
O young man, in thy youth; and let
thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy
youth, and walk in the ways of thine
heart and in the sight of thine own
eyes: but know thoun, that for all
these things, God will bring thee into
judgment.” And oh, what a poor
compensation for an undone eternity,
are a few years of earthly pleasures.
How awful will it be to meet such a
doom as that of the rich man, who,
when he died “lifted up his eyes in
hell, being in torments.” Alas! what
an infatuation is that under which the
merry hearted that are unsaved do
labouwr. I beseech you that are such.
listen no longer to the Siren song of
this world which bewitchesyou. Take
warning in time: seek God ere it be
too late. Accept the offered mercy,
and wash your souls in the fountain
of the Saviour’s blood.

hvistinn WMizeslinng,

THE CHURCH SPIDER.
BY ALICE CLARK.

Two spidors, so the story goes,
Upon a living bent,
Kantered the meoting-houso one day,
Axd hopefully wore heard {0 say,
“Here weshall have at least fair play,
‘With nothing to prevent.”

Each chose his place, and went to work;
Thelight webs grow apsce;

Oneox the sofa spun his thread,

Butshortly came the sexton dread,

And swept him off, and 0, balf dead,
He sought another plsce.

“TU try the pulpit next,” said he ;
*Thero surely is & prize;
The desk appears 30 neat and clean,
T'm sure no spider there has been;
Basides, how often have I seen
The pastor brushing filesI”

He tried the pulpit, Lut alas!

Ris hopes proved visionary;
‘With dusting-brush the sexton came
And spoilt his goometric game,

Nor gave him time or space to claim

Tho right of sanctuery.

At length, half-starved and weak and lean,
He sought his former neighbor,
‘Who now had grown so sleek and ronnd,
He weighed tho fraction of a pourd,
And looked as if the art he'd fouad
01 living without labor.

* How is it, friend,” ho asked, ' thatI
Endured such thumps and knocks,
‘While you have grown so very gross?”
*'Tisplain,” he angwerod, ‘not a loss
Tve met since Airst I spun asross
The contribation-box.”
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A SABBATH-KEEPER'S
REWARD.

A correspondent of the Zuferior gives
a pertinent anecdote of the late Rev.
David Nelson, and the way he kept
a certain Sabbath. Dr. Nelson was
seeking a place to establish a manual-
labour school. Not having found one
in Georgia, he resolved to look in the
northern part of Missouri. After
arriving at St. Louis, he took the
stage-coach for Marion county. Late
on Saturday the Doctor saw several
cabins near, and called to the driver
to halt.

¢« What do you wish ?” said the
driver.

«X wish to get out.”

«J thought you were going to Pal-
myr&.),

“ So I am, on Monday.”

“On Monday!” said the driver.
¢« There will ke no stage here till Sat-
urday night, and they will all be full
this six weeks. You go now, or you
don’t go at all.”

Several gentlemen in the stage
urged the Doctor to proceed, saying
he would arrive at quite a village by
Sabbath noon, and in the afternoon
he could preach to a large congrega-
tion.

Said the Doctor,—*Gentlemen, the
Lord knew all about the difficulty of
stages in Missouri when He made
the land; and He did not tell us.
‘When there is no other stage you
msy travel half of the day, and then
stop and preach for me. He told us
not to travel, and I intend te obey
Him. It is his care about stages,
and not mine.”

The Doctor entered a cabin, and
stated who he was. The mother of
the family was in severe pain. The
Doctor administered medicine that
soon relieved her, aud then inquired
if there was any place where he could
preach the next day.

“ There is a school-house near by, »

said the lady, “and we shall be very
glad to have preaching, for we dop}
often have a chance to hear it.”
Soon a boy, mounted on a horse,
was rezdy to spread the news of the
meeting. The Doctor said to him,
“ Spread the notice as far as you cap,
and tell every one you see that Dr,
Nelson, of Kentucky, will preach oy
infidelity at the school-house to-mo.
row, at 11 -o’clock, and wants theny
all to come and hear.”

The Doctor was well known in all
that section of country, hence a com.
paratively large congregation was pre-
sent. Among his hearers was a
rich infidel, who visited the Doctor’s
house with him, and the Doctor pres.
sed him on the subject of religion till
midnight, then xetired to rest. Inthe
morning the gentleman asked the doc.
tor where he was going, and, on being
informed, inquired how he was travel.
ling. The Doctor replied, “I was
travelling by stage; but I am travel.
ling for the Liord, and He told me not
to travel on the Sabbath, consequent.
1y I stopped: and as the stage was
owned by the devil's servants, they
have gone on with it, and X am waiting
for the Lord to provide another mode
of conveyance. His business requires
haste, and I expect He will send
me on to-day, but I don't know
how.”

Soon =& fine horse, saddled and
bridied, was at the door, and the gen-
tleman said, ¢ Doctor, take that horse
and ride him as far asyou please, and
when you are done with him retarn
him, if convenient; if not, you are
welcome to him.” The gentlemsn
accompanied the Doctor ten or {welve
miles, saving him fifteen or twenty
miles travel by putting him on a short-
er route. 'When they parted the Doc-
tor took his hand, and said, * You are
really too clever a fellow to go to hell.
I wish you would repent and go to

heaven along with me.’
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«JF WE KNEW.”

1t wo know whon walking thoughtless

Through tho crowdeq noisy way,

That sowe pearl of wondrous whiteness
Close beside our pathway lay,

e would pauso where now we hester,
We would often look around,

ZLest our careless feet should trample

Somo rare jewel in the ground.

1f wo kuew what forms were fainting
Yor the shado that wo should flizg;

1 wo kuew what lips were parching
For the water weshould bring ;

1o would huste with eager footstups,
We would work with willing hands,

Bearing cups of cooling water,
Planting rows of shading palms

1f we knew when friends around us
Closcly press to say good-by,

Yhich among the lips that kiss us,
First rhould 'neath the daisies lie,

Wo would clasp our urms around them,
Looking un them thro' our tears;

Tender words of love etornal,
We would whisper in theircars.

It we knew what lives were darkoned
By souo thoughtless words of ours,
YWhich had ever lain among them
Liko the frost among tho flowers;
Ob, with what sincere repentings,
With what anguish of regret,
Whilo our eyes wero overflowing,
Would we cry—forgive! forgive !

If we kuew ? alas! and 4o wo

Ever care or scek to know,
Whether bitter herbs or roses,

In our neighbors' gardens grow ?
God forgive us! lest hereafter

Our hearts broak to hear himn say,
Careless child, I never know you,

From my presence flee kway.

THE INFIDEL CAPTAIN.

. A noble hearted clergyman, travel-
ing ouce as a passenger on one of our
Western steamboats, was pained to
hear the terrible profanity of the cap-
tain, and his loud abuse of religion
and revelation. The man evidently
knew his passenger’s profession, and
gave special emphasis to his wicked

ridicule because the minister stood
where he could hear him.

It required no ordinary nerve and
zood temper to rebuke such a reviler
on his own boat. No one had ever
been brave enough to ventwre it with
Captain C.

Phis time, however, the insulted
clergyman happened to be a man with
a heart as great in courage asin kind-
ness, and who always acted as if he
believed that every bad person has a
« good spot” in him somewhere. He
engaged the captain in conversation
on the first quiet opportunity, and
patiently heard all he had to say.
The man waxed hot against the in-
spired Scriptures, and the story of the
life of Jesus, and denounced the Bible
accounts of miracles as * superstitious
lics.”

When he got through the clergyman
simply asked, ¢ Captain C., did you
ever rcad the New Testament?”

«That was an uncxpected question.
But the captain was honest.

«No,” ssid he. ¢ I can’tsayl ever
did—only parts of it.”

«Will yon promise to read it
through 2 And then sometime we'll
talk over the matters that you have
doubts about.”

This was said so kindly and cour-
teously that the captain said « I will,”
without much hesitation.

The clergyman presented him a
Testament, and then they separated.

Some weeks afterwards the good
man went down the river on the same
boat, and met Captain C. again. A
change had certainly taken place.

¢ Sir,” said the former, as soon as
the first warm greeting was over, 1
had not read far in that book, before
I found that I was the siuner, and
that I needed just such & friend-as
Jesus, the Son of God; I now love him
whom I once despised.”

Captain C. proved that love after-
wards by many years of Christian use-
fuluess.—Sdected.
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“FOUND DEAD IN HER BED.”

Noone can toll of the conflict
That passed in that solemn hour,
‘When body and soul were sunderod
By a suddon relentless power.

No one cun tell of the hour

‘Whan the angel of death drew nigh,
And 1aid his finger of silence

Oa the hoart, the pulse, the eyo;

Or whether he found her sleeping,
'Mid dreams of fancy blest;

S ho hushed the weary slumberor
To an everlasting rest;

Or whethor he found hor waking,
With lamp all trimmed and bright,

All ready to mceet the bridegroom,
Alone in tho solemn night;

Or whether, with hard death-struggle,
’Mid anguish of fear and pain,

She fought wita tho mighty conqueror
‘While she felt his icy chain.

Tor none but her Saviour saw her;
The Friend of the friendless was nigh,
And the scerets of that death chamber
‘Were hidden from mortal eye.

But thore, in her last long slumber,
She was found in the early day,
For angels had come in the midnight

And borne the freed spirit away.
C. E. R. P.

DISAPRPOINTMENTS.

Troubles and disappointments are
not pleasant. Give children their
choice, and none would ever desire
punishment ; atleast, ¢ not just now.”
And if we Christians had our choice,
we should never electtrials and crosses
and sickness and disappointments.
But the Heavenly Father knows what
i3 best for us. ¢ The seeming ship-
wrecks we meet with in the voyage of
life, often prove the very thingswhich
best speed our course to the haven
where we would be.” ¢ Before I was
afflicted I went astray.” < It is good
for me that I have been afflicted,” said
one, the echo of whose words has
found a response in many a Christian
soul since. It is not whom the Lord
Jiafes, but whom He /Zoves, that he
chastens.

SENSIBLE COUNSELS.

The following, says the Clristian, we
find in an exchange, entitled «}g,
Wesley’s counsels to wholly sanctified
believers,” and we copy them, hoping
that some who may not yet be “wholly
sanctified ” may also find them profii.
able.

1. Watch and pray continually
against pride.  If you think you are
so taught of God as not longer to need
man's teaching, pride lieth at the door,

2. To imagine none can teach yon
but those who are themselves saved
from sin, is & very great and danger-
ous mistake. Give no place to it for
a moment. It would lead you into g
thousand other mistakes, and that
irrecoverably. Obey and regard them
that are over you in the Lord, and do
not think you know better than they.

8. Let there be in you that lowly
mind which was in Christ Jesus. And
be ye likewise clothed with humility,
Let it not only £ill, but cover youn all
over. Let modesty and self-diffidence
appear in all your words and actions.
Let all you speak and do show that
you are little, and base, and mean, and
vile, in your own eyes.

4. Never use the words ‘ wisdom,”
‘“reason,” or *“knowledge,” by wayof
reproach. On the conirary, pray that
you yourself may abound in them more
and more.

5. The heaven of heavens is love.
There is nothing higher thar religion;
there is in effect nothing else. If you
look for anything but more love, you
are looking wide at the mark ; you are
getting out of the royal way. And
when you are asking others, ‘have
you received this or that blessing.” if
you mean anything but more love you
mean wrong ; you are leading them
out of the way, and putting them-ona
false scent.

6. Beware of censoriousness-—think-
ing or calling them that in any way
oppose you, whether in judgment or
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ractice, blind, dead, fallen, or * ene-
mies to the work.”

7. Beware of crying nothing but
spelieve, believe,” and condemning
those as ignorant or legal who speak
in a more Scriptural way. At certain
seasons, indeed, it may be right to
treat of nothing but repentance, or
merely of faith, or altogether of holi-
ness ; but in general our calling is to
declare the whole counsel of God, and
{0 prophesy according to the analogy
of faith.

8. Beware of schism, or making a
rent in the church of Christ. Beware
of everything tending thereto. Beware
of a dividing spirit.  Shun whatever
has the least aspect that way. There-

the having attained.  Rather, speak
of the particulars which God hath
wrought for you. You may say, ¢ At
such a time I felt & change which Iam
not able to express, and since thattime

1 I have not felt pride, or self-will, or

anger, or unbelief, nor anything buta
fulnessoflove to God and all mankind.”

WHICH ?

“ Yes, mother, I know; but then,
you see, my good feelings only last
half a jiffy.

So said my boy to me one evening,
in answer to my appeal.

I know it, Henry,” said I; “but

yhow long does it take to switch off a

fore saynot «XamofPaul,or Apollos,” locomotive on to the wrong track?

the very thing which occasioned the
schism at Corinth. Say not * this is
my preacher ; give me him, and take
all therest.” Allthis tends to breed
or foment division, to disunite those
whom God hath joined. Do not de-
spise, mor run down any preacher.
Do not exalt any one above the rest,
lest you hurt both him and the caunse
of God.

9. Beware of impatience of contra-
diction. Do not condemn or think
hardly of those who cannot see just as
you see, or who judge it their duty to
contradict you, whether in a great
thing or & small.

10. Beware of touchiness, or testi-
ness, not bearing to be spoken to,
starting at the ivast word, and flying
from those who do not implicitly re-
ceive your sayings.

11. Give no «ffence which can pos-
sibly be avoided.

12. Be particularlycareful in speak-
ing of yourself. You may not indeed
deny the work of God, but speak of it,
when you are called thereto, in the
most inoffensive manner possible.
Avoid all .mnagnificent, pompous words.
Indeed, you nced give it no general
name—neither ** perfection,” * sancti-
fication,” ¢ the sccond blessing,” nor

Once started on the wrong track, no
matter how smoothly and swiftly it
may run, it is running to destruction.
On the other hand, a moment only,
and the switch-tender will have put

i the locomotive on the right track, and

the cars will go on safely.

¢« So with the heart. It takes only
a moment to pray sincerely, ¢Lord,
save me.” It takes only & moment to
say, ¢ Keep me from this sin, O Lord.
It takes only a moment to say from
the heart, ‘Lord, give me Thy Holy
Spirit; make me Thy child; do not
leave me ; let me not leave Theo.'

¢ On the other hand, it takes but a
moment to say, ¢Pshaw! what's the
use? I dontcare.’ It takes but a
moment to say, ‘ I'm not going to be
laughed at for being a Christian, I
know.” It takes but a moment to
drive the Spirit of God away, by sim-
ply diverting the mind, which may be
done in many ways.

¢« And so the soul may be switched
on to the right track or on to the
wrong track in a moment of time, and
either run safely to the end of life by
God's grace, or run swiftly and surely
to destruction.”

Is my soul on the right or wrong
track ? :
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REMARKABLE HISTORY OF A | Christian community. Their ehilirey
BOOK grew up to be virtuous, industrioys,

and useful. A code of laws g

I have had the pleasure of looking | framed, taken, in substance, from thjg
over a remarkable Bible, remarkable ! same Bible ; which then became thejy
not for the beauty of its pages, nor the ' sole civil, as well asreligious guide,
elegance of its binding, bué for its! <« Alick” Smith, generally known
strange history and associations. 1t ! among the colonists as father, " Tived
is a small octavo, bound in undressed {to sec the colony prosperous ang
leather, containing Rouse’s version of | happy,and exhorting them to continge
the Psalms, and was published in {in the service of the Lord and iy
Edinburgh in the year 1764; and is, | obedience to his truth, he died ang
accordingly, one hundred and eight | was buried among them, at the ripe
years old. It shows the marks of | age of seventy years.
much use, and is somewhat worm- This Bible was Dbrought to this
eaten. country in 1840, and presented to

It was the Bible carried by the ship { Rev. D. M. Lord, at that time in
Bounty to Pitcairn’s Island, where it !charge of the Seamen’'s Chapel i
finally became the means, and ap-  Boston. It still remains in the pos.
parently the only means, of Christian- | session of his widow.
izirg the surviving secamen and their ‘ Every visitor to our navy yards is
Otaheitan wives. The facts, which ‘ sure to have his attention called to
may not be wholly familiar to all our ! some of the old guns that are preserv-
readers, arc briefly these :— 'edas relics of battles or seiges that

One morning in the year 1789, ' have long been famous in the history
while sailing in the South Pacific, the ! of the country. In size, shape, and
larger part of the crew of the Bounty ' finish, they are so inferior to the huge
rose upou their officers, and having | weapons with which we now make
sent them adrift in one of the ship's|war as almost to provoke a smile.
boats, made their way to Otaheite. ! Battered and dismounted, they are no
Here all but nine decided to remain. ' more fit for use, but are kept as glori-
The remainder, having taken native * ous mementoes of the past. Every
wives, set out {o plant a colony on'lover of his country takes pride in
Piteairn’s Island, where they hoped to | them, and is desirous to learn their
ead an independent life, without fear | history. With a feeling somewhat
of punishment. But they were not yet ! similar did I look upon this well-worn,
destined to find peace. Jealousy - worm-eaten Bible, which for fifty
and murder continued their desolating years was almost the sole guide of a
work, until only two of the Inglish ' helpless company of preecious souls,
crew remained alive. Then, amid the ' whose tremendous truths put to flight
solitude and tranquility that reigned ' vice and crime, and transformed &
through the Island, there came atime ' society of wretched outcasts into the
for reflection, and the long-forgotten believing children of God, bringing
Bible was taken from its resting-place, | forth the fruits of godliness in pure
and its pages were eagerly consulted. | and holy lives.
Without auy instruction from a living {  Verily there is a power in thesimple
teacher, without advice orcounsel from ! truth, The entrance of thy words
a single Christian, this little colony, | giveth light.” Under the inspiration
isolated from the world and ignorant | of such facts as these, the Christian
of the first principles of religion, be- l necd not hesitate to sow beside all
eamwe in a dew years a thoroughbly - watexrs.—V. Y. Observer.
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BEING HIS OWN PILOT.

A bright boy who loved the sea,
entered on & sailor’s life when very

oung. Herose to quick promotion,
and while quite a young man he was
made the master of a ship. One day
a passenger spoke to him upon the
voyage, and asked if he should anchor
offa certain headland, supposing he
would anchor there and telegraph for
a pilot to take the vessel into port.
« Anchor ! no: not I. I mean to be
in dock with the morning tide.” «1I
thought perhaps you would signal for
apilot.” “Iammy own pilot,” was
the curt reply.

Jntent upon reaching port bymorn-
ing, he took a narrow channel to save
distance.  Old, bronzed, grey-headed
geamen turned their swarthy faces to
the sky, which boded squally weather,
and shook their heads. Cautious
passengers went to the young captain,
and besought im to take the wider
course ; but he only langhed at their
fears, and repeated his promise to be
indock at daybreak. He was ashore
before daybreak.

We need not describe a storm at
sea: the alarm of breakers shouted
hoarsely through the wind, and the
wild orders to get thewr life-boats
mamed. Inough to say that the
captain was ashore ecarlier than he
promised—tossed sportively upon some
weedy beach, a dead thing that the
waves were weary of-—and his queenly
ship and costly freight were scattered
over the surfy acres of an angry sea.
How was this? The glory of that
young man was his strength ; but he
washis own pilot. His own pilot!
There was his blunder—fatal, suicidal
blunder,

0, young men, boware of being
yonr own pilots! Take the true and
able Pilot on board, who can stride
upon those waves, who can spesak,
“Peace, be still,” to that rough
Boreas, so that, “with Christ in the

vessel, you may smile at the storm.”
To be emptied of self, that is your
need. Send a message to Heaven for
help. Telegraph for a pilot. You
will not askin vain. And, encouraged
by the help that is vouchsafed once,
you will ask again. and seek grace to
help in every time of need.—Selected.

CALL ME.

Mr. Finney was preaching years ago
in one of the central citics of New
York, to a large audience in 2 time of
revival. He had been explaining that
men, under convietion of sin, would
sometimes show their conviction in
singnlar ways. Sometimes it would
make them cross and fault-finding.
They would scold their wives and
make all about them uncasy. Then
he added, “If I knew you as well as
your pastor does, X eonld point to you
where you sit. You are in this con-
dition : You know you arec a sinnuer,
and nced now to repent: and will not.
You have been scolding that good wife
who has been praying for you these
years. I could call you out now by
name!” At this point he was inter-
rupted by a voice from a farther part
of the room saying, “Call me.” The
man afterwards explained that he
verily expected to hear his name an-
nounced, and only spoke to be before-
hand. He could not at first be per-
suaded that Mr. Finney did not know
his case, or had not been told it by
someone. He said: “This very morn-
ing I scolded my wife, and everything
else besides, all the while knowing I
was. & miserable sinner. Then I har-
nessed my horse and came into the
city with her to church. I supposed,
somehow, you must know my name.”
0, for such preaching as makes men
feel “I am the man.” — Congregation-
alist.

> vl

.o



PRa

e smarniod

© TR TR Y

S g + .
TS e AL T S 6 AN, IR N R L o T,

272 THE CANADA CHRISTIAN MONTHLY.

HOW TO PRAY.

The following hints in regard to
public prayer are by Dr. J. A. Alesan-
der.

1. Let your prayers be composed of
thankgiving, praise, confession and
petition, without any argument or ex-

. hortation addressed to those who are

supposed to be praying with you.

2. Adopt no fixed forms of expres-
sion, except such as you obtain from
Seripture.

8. Express your desiresin the brief-
est, simplest form, without circumlo-
cution.

4. Avoid the use of compound terms
in place of the short and simple.

5. Hallow God'sname by avoiding
its unnecessary repetition.

6. Adopt the simple devotional
phrases of Scripture; but avoid the
free use of its figures, and all quaint
.and doubtful application of its terms
1o foreign subjects.

7. Pray to God, and not to man.

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
SUPREME.

We want to have life so developed
in us that it shall be sugreme. A
‘Christian in the old times was, first of
all, a Christian, and then a long way
down, perbaps he was a shoemaker.
He was a Christian, and perhaps he
might belong to Ceesar’s household,.
but that you might hardly know.
Nowadays what are we? We are
bankers or merchants; everybody
knows that. Then after little en-
quiry, perhapsit may be found out
that we are Christians. The thing
ought to be reversed. Our religion
should be the first thing. Too much,
the Lord Jesus gets the scraps and
the spare victuals, and the world gets
the banquets. Men give to the Lord
Jesus their odd minutes, and to money-
getting the main strength of their

lives. Ido believe that will have
be altered before we shall sce apy
grent work done in the land, and m).
titudes of conversions.

How it is going to be altered I cay.
not tell except by this, that life hag 4
wonderful faculty for accomplishing
great things. A little seed has begy
sown in & mass of rock, and you conld
hardly suppose it could live. But yet
it hasthrust itself up and has become
a tree, and has lifted up the mass of
rock, and by end by it will move {he
rock away to malie space for itself,
And life in God’s people at this time
is very like that seed in the rock
Our modes of living and our habits
are altogsther prejudicial, Ibelieve, to
any very wonderful display of life, but
life will do it somehow ; it will achieve
its purposes by some means. I pray
God to give us that life.—Christian. -

GUARD THE WEAEK SPOT.

All men, however strong, have a
weak spot, like the rhinoceros, which
though plated like a monitor, is vul
nerable to a spear thrust below {he
plates. Satan is not such a foolas to
attact the strong defences; he would
be sure to thrust at the vulnerable
points. Some, indeed, think they
have 1o weak place; and such people
are right, for they are weak all over,
and mo part, therefore, could be call-
ed weak in particular. The polar
bear bas a weakness, which is for
blubber, and his hunters, knowing this,
coil a piece of whalebone like a watch-
spring, wrap it in blubber, and freere
it; they then drop the tempting morsd
in the way of a bear, who swallows it
greedly; but as soon as the blubber
melts n his stomach, the whalebore
springs out. The bear then rolls over
in agony, and they come up and kil
him. Thus it is when wen yield toan

carly besetting sin, it will cut them
asunder.—Dr. H. M. Scudder.
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POST MORTEXM LOVE.

Why is it that so many people keep
all theix pleasant thonghts, and kind
words about a mun, hotled and seal-
ed up until he in deud, when thqy
come and break th(; bottle over }ns
coffin, and bathe his shroud in fra.
arance?  Many a man goes through
ﬁfc with searcely one bright, cheering,
encowraging, helpful word. He toils
hard and in low obscurity. He gives
out liis life freely and unstintedly for
others. I remember such a man.
He was not brilliant; he was not
areat; but he was faithful. He had
many things to discourage him,
Troubles thickened about his life. He
was misrepresented and misunder-
stood. Everybody believed that he
wasa good man, but nobody ever said
a kindly or pleasant thing to him.
He never heard o compliment, scavee-
v ever & good wish. No one ever
tool any pains to encowrage him, to
strengthen his fecble knees, to lighten
his burdens, or tolift up his heart by
a gentle deed of love, or by a cheering
word. He was neglected. Unkind
things were often said of him.

I stood by his coffin, and then there
were many tonguesto speak his praise.
There was noé a breath of aspiration
in the air. Men spolic of self-denials,
of the work among the poor, of his
good qualitics, of his quietness, his
modesty, his humility, his pureness of
heart, his faith and prayer. There
were many who spoke indignantly of
the charges that falsehood had forged
against him in past years, and of the
treatment he had received. There
were enough kind things said during
the two or three days that he lay in
the coffin, and while the company
stood around his open grave, to have
blessed him and made him happy all
lis fifty years, and to have thrown
sweetness and joy about his soul dur-
ing all his painful and weary journey.
There was cnough sunshine wasted

S

b4

about that black cofiinand dark grave,
to have made his whole life-path
bright as clearest day. But his ears
were closed then, and could not hear
a word that was spoken. His heart
was still then, and could not be thrill-
cd by the graleful sounds. e cared
nothing then for the sweet flowers
that were piled upon his coftin. The
love blossomed out too late. The
kindness came when the life could not
reccive its blessing.

AndI said then that I would not
keep all my kind words, and all my
pleasant thoughts and feclings about
my neighbour, locked up in my breast
till he 1s dead. They will do him no
good then. His dead hand cannot
feel the warm pressure. Gentle words
will not make his pale, cold face glow.
It will be too late when he lies in the
coffin, to scek to make him happy,
to lift the shadows of his life, or to
brighten his path.—Seected.

Dury avp  Asmiry.—Dr. Bushuell
has came to the. knowledge of one
truth very clearly and satisfactorily.
It is that “ duty is not measured by
our own ability.” Itis anold truth
indeed, much insisted upon by the
orthodox theologians, and for which
they have often times been mercilessly
ridiculed, especially by those who be-
longed to the New Haven school.
Years ago, we remember, it was con-
stantly insisted upon that obligation
and duty perfectly corresponded. Byt
Dr. Bushnell came to preach a sermon
on the text, « But he said unto them,
give ye them to eat,” and the proposj-
tion he deduced was, * That men are
often and properly put under oblig-
tions to do that for which they haye
in themselves no present ability.” A
sound orthodox proposition. Godls
grace gives ability equal to the duty,
and so the work is done and the grage
magnified.— Presbylerian.
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WASHING UP AND WASHING
DOWN.

[AN APOLOCUE FROM RURERT.}

Thus to a king, one day, who all the time was

grumbling,

my friend, Lhave one question moy,
antl it is this :— '

When will you begin ? That s ),
vital point. ¢ Whevefore, as the Holy
Ghost saith, To-day, if ye will hey

His subjects would not mend (himsel! meanwhilo | his voice, harden not your leayts

not humbling)

(Heb. iii. 7, 8) ; and nothing so hgy.

Baid his chicf counsellor and fool, whon asked ens the heart as delay to meet & pre

by him

‘What made him look to-day so gloomy and so

grim.

$aid he, Tho cause is this: I bade the maid who

wasghes

Scrub down the palace stops with water and with

ashes.
The stupid jade, instead of doing asI told her,

sent obligation. If ever you ought t
love and serve God, you ought to Joy
and serve Him now. “ Beholj
now isthe accepted time; behold, noy
is theday of salvation,” (2 Cor. vi, 2).
This, then, is God's time. Andif yoy
are ever saved, must it not bein Gogdy

“Washed up the steps, not down, for which I had time ? Begin now to be a Chl‘ist.i:m
to scold her. Do you ask, “How shall ]

For on the lower step, her senses might have | begin 2”1 answer, almost any way;
taught hor, only begin. If you twn youwr fac

‘Would run, from those above, a flood of dirty toward Jesus, you will receive the
wator. . ..

And so Isaid to her, Your labor is in vain: hghf’ of his countenance. . I you

Youhavo to mop each: step over and o'er again! , streteh your hand for salvation, you

ishall be belped. God's word i,

I said it sevoral times (my words were vain as

air ;

inning from below you'll never clean one
14

stair.

I say again, If thon would’st make the steps all

shine,
Soour downward from thetop ; O King begin with
thine
—From Old and New.

BEGIN NOW!

Are you a Christian? To be a
Christian is to have the spirit, and to
Imitate the example of Christ. * Now
if any man have not the spirit of
Christ, he is nore of his” (Rom. viii,
9.) You may belong to the Churech,
you may be moral, orthodox, amiable,
respectable, and yet not be a Cheis-
$ian.

Do youintend to be a Christian?
Bome, doubtless, will answer, ¢ Yes, I
mean to bea Christian some time, I
had pious parents; I have read the
Bible ; I know the need of preparation
for death, judgment, and eternity ; and
I certainly intend at some convenient
geason tobecome aChristian.”” Then,

. “Seck ye my face;” if your heart yes.
, ponds,  Thy face, Liord, will I seek,”
i (Psalm xxvii. 8), then a great work is
‘already accomplished. The firg
i thing to say is, « I will arise and goto
imy Father.” In the light of sue)
a purpose the path will grow plain.
Jesus says, *Come unto me.” Iy
r yourespond, “Loxd, I come to thee.”
; Do you mean to leave everything, and
, every person besu.le, and press yowr
j way as a poor, blind beggar, into the
j presence of the Son of God? The
i listento His encouragingword : “Hin
; that cometh to me I will in now...
+cast out.” Then come, come now,
!; come with all your heart.
% —
i JEST.
' Insv is in oy heart, His sacrod name
Is deeply carved thore ; but the other weok
A great aftliction broke the littlo frame,
1 Evenall topieces, which 1 went to seek:
; And Srst I found the corner whero was J,
, After, where ES, and next whero U was graved,
' When1 had got those purcels, instantly
« I'sat mxe down to spell themn, and perceived
I That to my Lroken heart He was I RASE Tob
And to n:y whole is JESU.
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MY PRAYER.
ot I P. BLISS, AUTHOR OF ‘ ONCL FOR ALL," ETC.
AMore holiness give mo,
Moro strivings within,
Moro patience in sufl'ring,
Nore sorrow for sin:
More fuith in my Saviour,
More senso of His cure,
Aoro joy in His service,
aforo purpose in prayer.

Mors gratitndo give me,
Moro trust in the Loxd,
More prido in His glory.
More hope in His word :
More tenrs for His sorrows,
Moro griefat His griof,
Moro meockness in trial,
More praise for roliof,

3Moro purity give me,
More strongth to o’orcome,
3ore frocdom from earth-stains,
More longiag for homo,
More fit for the kingdom,
Afore used would I be,
3foro blessed and holy,
Afore, Saviour, lile Thec.

MR. SPURGEON’S CONVERSION.

Ix the course of a sermon preached
at Rochdale lately, Mr. Spurgeon said
he would never forget the period of his
conversion. IFrom place to place he
went hoping to find peace. At last one
snowy cold morning he dropped into a
little Primitive Mocthodist chapel.
There was a man who preached Christ
very much for the same reason that he
(Mr. Spurgeon) did now—namely, be-
cause he did not know much about
anything else. The text was, «“ Look
unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends
ofthe earth.” The preacher, pointing
towards him (Mr. Spurgeon), said,
“There's a young man under the gal-
lery who looks very miserable; " and

he added, ““You will never be happy |
wtil you look at Christ. You must |
look at Him, as God made flesh, as |
God bearing sin, as the Saviour dying
instead of you;” and then, pa.using,’

he said, “You know a fool can look.
It does not require o wise man to do
that. You are weak and sinful ; but
it does not require a strong ox & good
man to look.” Then, shouting with
all his might, the preacher said,
“Young man, look now.” He did so,
and as he gazed his burden fell awny;
and he who before had been so wretched
left that little house of prayer sohappy
that from that day to this, with many
troubles and a great deal of care, he
would not change places with anybody
on carth or in heaven, for, while God
had any work for him to do on earth
he would rather be here then there,
Iknowing that Ie should go there when
the work was done.

*“ GO AND TELL HIM.”

«If thy brother trespass against
thee go and tell him of his fault, be-
tween him and thee alone.”

« I don't want to say anything to
him about it.”

¢ Go and tell him.”

¢ I don't want to speak to him.”

« Go and tell him.”

« I don't want anything to do with
him.”

“Go and tell him.”

“I am afraid it will only malke a
bad matter worse.™

“Go and tell him.”

« I may say something that I shall
be sorry for.”

“Go and tell him.”

“ I have made up my mind to say
nothing about it."”

“ Go and tell him.”

«I think I shall let the whole mat-
ter drop.”

“Go and tell him.”

“Well, I shall not do anything
about it.”

* Why call ye'me Lord, Lord, and
do not the thingsthat I say?”—Boston
Christian.
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THE FULNESS OF CHRIST. of the ]_)llllcll)le\ of the Refor ln'ltl()l‘ as
opposed both to Ritualism n:d Rowyg.
How difficult it would be to name a jisiu, to be found in the ranks of
noble figure. a sweet smile, a tender | English clergy, as might be in soge
r attractive relationship, in which | dc"ue indicated by & mere emumgy.
J'esus is not set forth to woo a reluc- | tlon of his writings. The last of )j;
tant sinner and cheer a despondinrr h)ul)li(..lﬁuns was his “ Defence of the
saint!  Am I wounded ? Heis balm. | Charge of the Bxshop of Bath g
AmIsick? Heismedicine. Am I, Wells m reply io Mr. Bemnett, of
naked ? He is clothing. Am Ipoox 2 Frome.” Before he had finished it
Heis wealth. Am I hungry? He is! <\'mptom~, of the coming end manife.
bread. Am I thirsty ? IIe 1s water. ’(.d themselves 5, aud, ln---'eu.x« o for
Am Lin debt? Heis a surety. Am | a while, from day to da\ he at length
Iin darkness? Heisa snn.  Have sank {o his cternal rest, h.u ing bt a
T ahouse to build? He is & rock. * few days before left this ucoul—-tlm
Must T face that black and ¢ _,.lth(.un" all his thcolo«\' was contained in
storm ? IHeis an anchor, sure .md ,' two favourite hvmn\ “Rock of Aues,”
steadfast. Am T to be tried 2 He isand « Justas 1 am. w xthoutuucpk,l

an advocale.  Ts sentence passed, and
am I to be condemned?
don.

To deck Him out, and set Him forth,
Nature culls her finest flowers, rings

lier choicest ornaments, and lays these !

treasures at His feet.

The skics contribute their stars.
The sea gives up its pearls.  From
fields and rivers and mountains. earth
brings the {ribute of her gold, and:
gems, and myrrh, and frankincense,
the 1113’ of the valley, the clustered |
vine, and the fragrant rose of Sharon.
He is < the chiefest among ten thou-
sand, and the One .xltowcﬂm lovely.”

He s par-

and that the dx.lpteh from which he
derived especial comfort were 2 Cor.
' v., Rumans, viil., Rev. iv. and vil., and
,Johm xiv.  Mr. Seymour was born in
11500, and was cducated 2t Trinity Col-
lTewge, Dublin, wheve he was ordained.
! Having held several eures in Irelang,
"he removed to London, holding for
, some time the appointments of after-
"noon lecturerat St Ann’s, Blackiviars,
{and evening leeturer at St. G(nrgvc\

Southwark. In 1844 he was maxried

Fto the widow of Baron Brownmill, and
.shortly afterwards he resigned lis
lectureships and took up his residence

‘at  Bath. The Baron had been

< In Him dwelleth all thc fulness  of | physician to Louis xvir., and left is
the Godhead bodily.” I offer Him to  widow (who dropped the foreign title
you—nmuke a free offer of Him; and ' conferred upon her former lmqb‘uld)
doing so, will challenge you to name a m afiluent cireumstances. It is scarce-
want for which I shall not find a full | ly nceessary to say that when Mr. Sey-
supply in Christ—something that fits | mour resigned his clerical emoluments
your wants as aceurately as the works i he @id not cease to oceupy the pulpit.
of a key the wards of its lock. * One way in which he was wont to
" serve his Master was by taking, with-
;out remuneration, the’ duty of some
Wi record, with deep regret, the 'hard-worked or invalid clergvman
death of the Rev. Michael Hobart  who needed rest and reereation for a
Sevinour, Al A., who quxet]\ breathed month or so, hut who could not afford
his last at his residence in Bath, on ' the cost of a paid substitate.
the 1§th of June. Mr. Seymour has |
been for many years one of the most |
finm, able, and persevering advocates '
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GhIlein’s

THE LIGHTED SHRINE.

Why.is it thut an upward glance
At stars in evoning's sky,

Ias such 2 power to fill the soul
With deep solemuity 2

Itisnot that their lightis sad ;
For diamonds cannot Loast,
Or festal gems, a look more glad

Than hastheir glittering host.

1t15 that when the evening meets
The worid upon its way,

And darkness covers from our sight
The trifles of the day;

Trat xising then in countless ranks,
Liko some great company,

They fling around earth’s narrow bound.
Light from infinity!

While from tho vast, uplighted shrine
Their myriad voices cry,

Above, afar, around, there are—
God! Heaven! Eternity!? <3H.G.G.

D —

ABSENCE FROM GOD.

I{ I delight but insome garden, or
walk, or gallery, I would be-much in
it; if I love my books, I am much with
them, and almost unweariedly poring
on them. The food which I love I
would often feed on ; the clothes that
1love I would often wear; the recrea-
tions which I love I would often use
them ; the business which I love I
would bemuch cimployedin. Andcaun
Ilove God and that above all these,
and yeb have no desives to be with
Hm? Isit not a farlikelier sign of
batred than of love, when the thoughts
of our appearing before God are our
most grievous thoughts, and when we
iske ourselves as undone beeause we
must die and come unto Him 9—Bax-

TedZuey,

TALKS TO THE YOUNG.

It is a long time since I cast my lot
with the temperance movement. I
was but a boy then, and now my locks
are rapidly turning gray, but I've never
regretted or repented of my connection
with this good cause. I was led by a
good mother {o join what was lmown

ras the temperance society, and that,

too, at the first meeting of the kind
ever heldin our village. Drunkenness
at that time was very common smongst
all classes, and was doing a very great
deal of evil. Good people grieved over
it, and thought of how it could be less-
ened, if nob removed. Socicties were
at length formed, and had a great run
of suceess, and were greatly useful.

The pledge, or bond of union, aliow-
ed the use of wines and mals liquors,
for these were thoughtto benotnearly
so dangerous as spirits, such as whis-
key and gin, rum and brandy, aad it
was believed that if the spirits were
let alone drunkenness would cease.

Al, young friends, we kipw better
than that now, don't we ?

"The pecple, however, soon learned
this fact, that wine and malt liquor,
could and did make them drunk, and
that if & person soon learned to love
them he did not stop with them, but
soon wanted the stronger drinks. It
is the same thing—aZokv?, it is called
—which intoxicates them all. The
drunkards who have Dbeen rescued
were most of them brought back to
their former condition, and there was
aradually enforced upon temperance
reformers the conviction that all liqa-
ors ‘containing alcohol must be put in
the sgme list, and the only safety for

b,

T

the sober and the reclaimed was total
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abstinence from all tha* intoxicates.
Societies were then formed on this
principle, and the pledge forbade the
use of every kind of liquor whatever.
I have known them to do great good all
over the land.

Under the first pledge it was diffi-
cult to know just what in safety could
beused. Forinstance they had drinks
of various kinds and colors, which they
said were temperance drinks, but which
were very suspicious. They called
{hem wines and cordials, and I don't
know what else, so that even old per-
sons were quite puzzled to know what
was consistent with their pledge. But
under the fotcl abstinence rule, even
the smallest child can understand what
is required—to keep away from such
drinks altogether, whatever their color
or whatever name they are called,
whether there is much «lechol in them
or little.

A little Scotch girl once went to
her minister and told him she wanted
to join the temperance society. He
was not quite sure that she understood
what it meant, and questioned her.

«“Q aye, sir,” she said, * It means
that I'm not to tak’ anything that will
make me jfor,” that is, drunk. The
little girl was right, and he at once
allowed her to put down her name.
Members of the Band of Hope will
make this promise, and I hope they
will always bear it in mind, and never
use any kind of liquer whatever. Tl
tell you more anotaer time what I
have learned abow’ this aleohol.—
TrJe Dazvid, in Tenperanc: Preaching.

Dr. Carey was not originally a
highly-educated man; he had been
brought up to manual labour, and
was somewhat advanced in life before
he beeame a Missionary. But he
contrived, by means of hard and
persevering work, to learn #irtfi-eight
languages, that he might transloete the
Bible into them. In the house which

—

Le occupied at Scramporeis still to b
seen the manuscript of his Sanser
dictionaxy. It is m five folios of 70y
pages each. There are also his Bep.
gali dictionary, and several other large
works, any onc of which would be
enough to give & man a world-wide
reputation. The Oriental characters
written by him are so perfeet thatit
requires very close examination to be
sure they arc not printed. And yet
he was not exclusively a student. Hg
not only worked as o Missionary, but
acted as a professor in the government
college, and as a translator for the
government ; he superintended, besides,
an indigo plantation, and these oetn-
pations he pursued, not that he might
make a fortune for himself, but that
he might obtain means to support the
Mission.

HERE AND YOXNDER.

A sermon may be obtained from
intercourse with the very humblest
nind. And there isa good illustration
¢f this in Dr. Liefchild’s interview
wi'h a poor lad he me} among the
mountains of Ircland,—one eleven or
twelve years of age,—poorly clad, no
covering for his head, no shoes or stock-
ings, but a mild, cheerful countenance,
and with a New Testament in his hand,
keeping the gate of entrance to one of
the richest and most magnificent views.

“Can you read ?” said the doctor.

“To be sure I can.”

“And do you understand what you
read ?

“A little.”

“Let us hear you,” and I turned
his attention to the third chapter of
the Gospel of John, which he seemed
readily to find,and said, “Now read.”
He did so with a clear, unembarrassed
voice, *There was a man of the
Pharisees named Nicodemus, a raler
of the Jews; the same came to J5>§us
by night and said unto Him, Rabbi."”

“What does this mecan ?"
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]
«Jtmeans Master. <We know Thou ,  ¢“Be not overcome of evil.'™

art a teacher come from God, for no'
pan can do these miracles that thou .

doest, except God be with him."™

«What is & miracle 2™

«Jt is a great wonder. ‘Jesus an-
ewered and said unto him, Verily,
verily, 1 say unto thee." ™

+What does zerily signify 27

«Tt means indeed.
e born again.’”

«What is that?™

«It means,” he promptly replied,
«q areat change.
born again he cannot see the kingdom
of God.™™

«And what is that kingdom 2

He pansed and with an expression of .
seriousness and devotion which I never

shall forget, placing his hand upon his
bosom, he said, “It is something
here:™ and then raising his eyes, he
added, ** and something up yonder.”—
Lawmps. Pitchers, and Trumpets.

& BE”'

A young eirl had been trying to do

‘Except & man

‘Except 2 man he

Marion listened, making no yeply.
. Lwilight grew into darkness.  The
tea-bell sounded, bringing Marion to
her feet. In the fire-light Llizabeth
“could see that she was very serious.

Il have a hetter day to-morrow.,
i I sce that doing grows out of being.”
;¢ We cannot be what God loves
. withont doing all that He commands.
. It is easier to do with a rush than to
fbe patient, or unselfish, or humble, or
" just, or watchful.”

I think it is,” returned Marion, em-
i phatically.

! -
Mr. G. Steavse or Pracre, Bohe-
" mia, savs :— < One day, when driven
by a thunder-storm into a shop for
. shelter, I found several pessons seeking
. shelter also, and soon entered into con-
. versation with them. Having offered
: to each a Gospel portion, one man es-
| pecially expressed himself very thank-
! ful, and said, ‘Do you know, sir, we
+have a book like this at home, and i
‘has come to us in a most remarkable
manner. My mother-in-law went onc

something very good, and had not | day with abasket on her back to town,

sueceeded very well.  Her friend hear-
ing her complain, said:

“God gives us many things to do,
but doni't vou think He gives us some-
thing to &r, Just as well 2

&0, dear! tellme about being.” Ma-
rion looked wp with penitent eyes.
“Iwill think about being, if you will
help me.™

“God says, ‘Be kindly affectioned
one to another.’

“*Be ye also patient.’

“:Be ye thankful.’

“#:Be not conformed to this world.’

“‘Become little children.’

“¢Be ye thercfore perfect.’

“¢Be courteous.’

“*Be not wise in your own con-
ceits.’

(and on her return found that little

:book in her basket. At first we div
“not think much of it, till we had read
tit, and we now like it so much that we
. have quita strife about the ownership.
ias it gives us such comfort; but m)
mother-in-law will keep it to herself.
as she thinks an angel only can have
put this religious book into her basket.
If you could give mc one more for my
wife, I would be very tharkful?  With
pleasure I supplied him according to
his request, and also with other tracts.
Ihave seen him since, and have seen
his remarkable book, which no doubt
had been put by myself into the poor
woman’s basket. It was the Gospel
of St. John in the Bohemian lan-
guage.”
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Moo vies *T Dulestine,

By tae Evrror.

CHAPTER VII

Across tne PuLaiy oF JEZREEL.

We told our readers, as we fravelled
with fthem across the level country
from Jappa to the foot of the moun-
tains of Judea, that we were then tra-
velling over the maritine plain, one of
the three great plains of the Holy
Land. The second is the valley of
the Jordan, which we crossed in visit-
ing Jericho, a portion of which is
covered Dby the waters of the Dead
Sea. And now in our journey to-

wards Galilee we come in the dusk of !

evening to the southern edge of the

third great plain, that of Esdraclon, |

or the plain of Jezrcel, supposed also
to be the Armaggedon of the Book of
Revelation. Dr. Robinson, who was
a very matter of fact man, says that
his first sight of this plain “a wide
glorious view. . . . extending to
the mountains of Nazareth,” at first
almost overpowered him. It was too
dark when we emerged from the
wountains of Ephraim for us to see
much, so we rode on calmly to Jenin,
a {own of over 2,000 inhabitants, situ-
ated on the southiern edge of the great

plain, and in the midst of gardens of®

fruit trees hedged in by the prickly
pear. The place is notorious for the
dishonest character of its inhabitants,
so the Governor gave us & watchman
who kept wateh all night over our
tents pitched outside the town, and
near some springs of water.

In .the morning the sun rose as
usnal during our journey in a cloud-
less sky, illuminating with golden

Y —

hues the picture that looked so leaden
and dull on the evening before. In
travelling through ouwr Province of
Ontario one gets weary of the same-
ness of our scenery; when we see the
country for a few hours from the
window of the railway car we see it
for the rest ofthe day. But Palestine
breaks in on the wearied traveller,
thinking he has seen all the country
can show, with as sudden and start-
ling transitions as ever novelist wove
into his tale or painter put on the
canvas of his panoramic scenes.
Here is a picture bursting on our
view as we issue from our tents in the
morning, quite distinet and dissimilar
from amy thing we had yet seen in
Palestine.  Right away from the tent
door vrolled morthward for twelve
miles 2 billowy plain not unlike the
rolling praivie of our own continent.
Its eastern beginning is on the banks
of the Jordan and 1ts western
termination on the shores of the
areat sea. That low base hill to
the east, not unlike the Pentlands
near Edinburgh, is Gilbea, the scene
of the bloody battle in which fell Saul
and his sons. Then, near it, is little
Hermon. Right in front some twelve
miles away, bounding the plain to the
north, riseslow, rounded, green wooded
hills and knolls. You may call these
the toes of the giant Lebanon. After
the toes, rise the feet, the knees, the
loins, the belly and the breast, till
high up in the clouds many leagues
away yousee great Hermon, 10,000 feet
high, the crowning summit of Lebanon,

“‘On o throne of rocks in a robe of clouds,

Witha diadem of snow.’
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Ty there, then on the k.nces of the
great gianb Lichanon, (which is not u
mountain but a range of mountains,
sav like the Rocky mountains) nestles
Galilee, meet home for the Redeemer
of Israel. Up there was health and
vigour in the mountain air to fit Him
for His three or four years of ceaseless
wearing toil during which we never
read He was sick. Up there amid

the glorious scenery was mcet home
for the poet-preacher. We have left
behind us the scene of our Redeemer's
dark days; but we are drawing the
seene of his bright days, when wn-
burdened with public duties, he grew
in stature and in favour with God
and man.

Though it is 2 beautiful sight to
lIook across that plain, it is dreary
work in a hot sun to ride its breadth
before dinner.  In good time we ave
in the saddle, and press on without
slackening pace till we draw up on the
eminence where stood onee the palace
of Ahab, and where the dogs eat Jeze-
bel, his wicked wife. There are no
rains or remains of any account to he |
seen here, sothat we can, from the top
of the square tower contemplate,;
without distraction to the surrounding
seene.  One thing we now under-
stand, how this plain was the scene of
so many battles. For one thing we
can see that it stood in the same re-
lation to the Highlands of Syria,
that the plain around Stirling in Scot-
lIand, where the chief battles of that
country were fought, did to the Gram-
pian and its warlike races. But fur- |
ther, we see also, thatthe great mon-,
archics of Asia and Africa would na-
turally meet here to fight ont their
quarrels. Let us suppose that there
was o pass twelve miles wide right
through our Rocky Mountains, and
that there existed a great military
power like Egypl on the Pacific shore,
while another military power like
Assyria held this side of the rocky bar- (
rier, would that narrow pass not be

the arena of many a lLloody light?
“TIn the days of Josinh ™ we therefore
read, *¢Pharaoh Necho, king of
Egypt, went up against the king of
Assyria to the Euphrates.” But the
king of Assyria heard of his coming,
and met him in the pass leading
through the Lebanon range to the sea,
up which he knew well the king of
BEeypt would come.  The engagement
took place in the middle of the plain,
where Sisera and Bavak fought: and
poor Josiah, who had no business to
be there, sore wounded by the BEgyp-
tian archers, was carried to Jerusalem
to diec.

Standing on the top of thai watch-
tower one looks outover a plain lonely
enough, bat the scene of many a
memorable event in the long past.
In that plain under our eye, fought
Barak, Gideon, Saul, and Napeleon.
Over it we see in hmagination, the
chariot of Ahabdriving home to Jezreel
from Carmel, the heavens black with
clonds and the coming rain, after the
awful scene on Carmel, and Elijah with
a jovful hieart, thinking that Jehovah
had trinmphed and Baal's power was
now broken in Isracl, rmaming before
his master’s eharviot.  Then from the
very opposite side of tha plain, we
see clouds of dust, and as they draw
near we see horses in foan and sweaf.
They slacken speed at the gate of the
city, that once stood where our tower
now stands, and Jehu with Iis terrible
commission from Jehovah, drives to-
wards the palace of the Iing, whose
bloody corpse is lving down yonder
by the roadside. Not far from thisx
spot Jezebel looked ont from her win-
dow, and her cries could probably have
reached the ears of one standing where
we stood, as they threw her out of the
window to be trampled under the feet of
Jehu's horses. But what are all the
events of the past, even the greatest
that happened on that plain, in
comparison with the concourse and
contlict of armies that is yet to take
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place here if this is the Avmageddon, ' Cana,Capernaum,Chorazin Betlmudq
as some say, of the Book of Revela- rand Magdala; a.sectlonofcountxy\\here
tion. Itw. ould berash toassert that this ' Christ wmuﬂht his  first mivacle,
plain is the predicted scene of the last preached his first sermon, called his
conflict between the armies of light first disciples, and where was held
o.nd the armies of darkness: but in ' that great gathering after his resur.
view of the startling and unexpected ; 1ect10n, when he was seen of five hun-
events that ave wnst‘md\ amazing - dred of his disciples at once. But foy
men, in view of the fact that lnatou " this year we must here lay down the
s0 often repeats ifself, it is just as|pen, thanking such readers as may
unsafe {o assert that the plain | have kept us company from Joppa to
of Jezreel is not again to be drenched 1 this point, for their patience and at.
in blood, the last that is to be shed in ! tention. It is not without sadness
human quauels one travels, even in imagination ang
Decending from the tower we turn  memory, over nrmundorce travelled in
our horses heads in the dircction of ' company with iueuds, whose faces we
the mountains to the north. We arc' ean never see again in this world. It
uow in the heat of the day toiling up: was with such a fecling these pages on
one of the passes that leads into the ! Palestine have been written ; 3 but with
mountains of Galilee, and to Nazar- | a feeling likewise of pleast ue in which
cth. We are, therefore, entering ona | we trust the reader participated, aris-
section of Palestine that figures lavge !ing chiefly from thoughts of Jesus

ly in sacred history, the section that '
covers in the main territory of the four j
tribes, Asher, Naphtali, Zebulon, and

Issachar, contruumnr sixty-nine cities in {
the time of Joshua, Jand two hundred '
and four cities and villages in the time
of Josephus ; a section of country of
great fertility and natural beauty, with

of Nazaveth, whose name is en-
araven ou the rocks and roads of the
hnd to the obliterating almost of all
clse. .
1 the January number of 1875, the
aditor will continue his narrative of
this travels through Bible ILands,

‘After describing the chief points of in.

a climate that is said to be the ““ near- [terest in Galilee, he proposes to follow

est possible approach to a perpetual
spring,” o land of hills and valleys,
springs, rivers and lakes, a land of
which Moses said in prophetic rap-
ture, « O Naphtali, satisficd withfavor,
and full with the blessing of the Lozd,”
Deut. xxxiil. 23 ; a seetion of country
associated in owr memories with the
childhood, the youth, and the early
ministry of our Lord, containing
withinits boundaries Mouwnt Tabor and

the Sea of Galilee, Cesarea Philippi,

the footsteps of the Apostles. He
will try to carry the reader through
Tyre and Sidon to Beyrout, thence to
Dainascus, then along the shores of
the Mediterranean to Tarsus and
Smyrna, then across the sea to Athens,
thence to Corinth and Rome, endes-
voring as in the past, to keep in view
the connection of these places with
the Apostles, especially Paul, whose
mission led him into these cities in
Burope, mentioned above.

- e ar" -
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Eriterint Dostevipt,
IN REGARD TO 1875. | They sometimes say < nothing for

o 1 thiner furt] : | you” ;vhen there is.  They sowmetimes
We have notiing Iurther 10 Pro-. ajve the paper that belongs to John
mise, in 1‘0311“1 to the incoming year, ! Smith, tg 1Jonutha.n Smith, which
than just simply to say that the con- : causes Johm to write the publisher of
tributors and editors will do what they . his paper a short letter. There is,
can to make the Crmstiax MoxtnLy ! we fear, some truth in the following
for this )"fﬂl‘, 3:1 uﬁ'eful and welcoxfn.: » loud complaint of & weekly newspaper
visitor 1nto such houses as care Ior ! which is going round at present, re-
p]u%n, tpractl;:al, dOCtl‘li}ﬂl ret;_dmg, . eeiving a good many endorsations from
without novels or seusations of any : publishers.

kind. We have good means of know- =+ & vast reformation is needed inthe
ing that in its own humble, plain, | management of country post offices,
direct way, our periodical has done, for many of these institutions are con-
good among the young and among the | ducted in the most free and easy, and
old. People long for its coming each | often in the most carelessand inefficient
month. Some there are who like  manner. Sometimes the wifeor child
solid reading, and they seek first to of the post master, who can scarcely
the heavier articles ; others twrn fivst yead writing, is the only attendant in
to its poetry; the young, (may God's  the oftice, and when a paper or a letter
blessing rest on theirreading) turn 1o iy asked for frequently the wrong one
the Children's Treasury, and the old js given, or after a short and imperlect
to such Christian experience as was, search Ly a carcless and incompetent
given in the story of from * Darkness . person, the inguirer, who perhaps has
to Light.” We have now three . walked many miles, is coolly informeld
favours to ask of our readers. _that there is nothing for hun. It is

1. Do not alwayrs Dblame the pub-  abmost useless to send letters to coun-
lishers of the Curistiax Moxtany if |, try offices, but few of them reach (the
your copy goes astray. The mmiling {men tv whom they are addressed, and
is done in the city of Toronto by very | thercis no publisher of a paper but is
careful parties. In mailing there , troubled by complaiuts froin anbserib-
may be mistakes sometimes, this is ers who say they do not get their paper
more than likely; but we are convinced | vegualaly.  The fanlt 3s allogether
that most of the cases where the with the pest masters, as every man’s
Moxrary fails to reach the subscriber. paper is sent constantly to the oflice
the fault lies in the post office. We  to which publishiers ave divected o ad-
are very unwilling to find fault with dress it, and as packages for each
country Postmasters, for they ave on office are made up separately, it is al-
the whole an excellent, punctual, faith- most impossible for a practiced hand
ful set of public scrvants, deing: to make auy mistake. 1t is suvely the
tronblesome work with little pay and: duty of the Post Officc Inspector to
less sympathy ; but they, or their sub-  look more shuuply after  country
stitutes, sometimes commit blunders. ' oftices than hie has been in the Labit
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of doing, and il mail matter is not
more carefully delivered in the comiug
year than it has beenin the past, new
postmasters will require to be appoint-
ed. or the officcs may as well be
closed.”

2. If any subscriber wishes the
Cunzstiaxy Moxrnis to be stopped, let
him send us word to that effect.
not kind, nor exactly honest, to allow
one’s paper to run on for months, take it

out of theoflice, read it, aud then when -

the time of payment is drawing near,
to return it to the publisher. 1t isnot
often that is done. There are some
men, we suppose, who might thonght-
lessly do it; and we say kindly and
plainly to them that they should not
act in that way.

3. Let those who intend sending
their own subseription, and thosc of
their friends, do it towards the end of
December or very carly in Jamuary,

1t 1s .

T —
"{hat it may be known what number of
, copivs we ought o begin the year with,
,The Editor of the Boston Chris.
Aan, one of our Exchanges, which i
alwuys a welcome visitor, thus speaks
to his subscribers, and we allow hiy
it speak for us, as he does it DPointedly
¢ and pithily.

'
1
)
t

“Do 1r Now!

This paper ecloses the volume. I
" you want to stop Zhe Christian, vo i
“xow! If you want to pay for it for
1875, vo 1t xow! If you mean o
"write us about it, po 1r Now! If you
" have any fault to find or complaint g
“malie, vo 1T xow! If you want i
send for any missing papers, tell n
_just what numbers you lack, and vo
cNow!  And whatsoever thy hand
Mindeth to do, vo 1T Now, and do
“with thy might, for there is no work,
nor device, nor wisdom, nor knowledge,
in the grayve whither thou goest.”

5
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