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BREEDING AND SELECTION OF
COMMERCIAL POULTRY.

RV U. E. ll'TOX. I'llOVINdAL I'OLLTRV I.\>nHll(lH

IIKltK is probiihly notliiiic in tin. [.uiiitry \\<nh\ t<»-(I:i.v ri'. ..iviiig so iini.li

attention ,is conMncrciiil or utility |ioultry. Infallil.le systems f..r

srlcetion iir<' advortiscd in ninny forms and ways, yet tlie lien goes on
aliont lier W(.rl<. anil many are still K'lessin-. Tlie majority will aur. e
that some of tlie systems are »,i»\ as far as iliey ro. Mn<li has heen.
and ean still lie. written on this imiiorlant iiiiase of tlic jionllry hnsi
ness. The fact still remains, that if a lien lias not the breeding aliiliix.

eonstitntion. caiiacity, (]uality, and done which are essential, she ran
neii|i,.r l,e a good i.rodmer nor reprodiuer. The fowl that is laekins or po-irlv
dev.lo|,e,l in any one of these iKiiuts, irrespective of any of the others, caunot
n-pond profltalily nor economically to the food and care siven her.

This linlietiii is written to Rive informatinn on the seliKtIon and building up or
ki'eping up the strong breeding characteristi.s of the stock without sacrificing egg
production. It is not supposed to Ix- infiirmation on how to pick out the best layer
or to tell how many e^-gs a hen can or will lay In a year. Our endeavour Is* to
assi.st one and all to build iiji a gixid laying strain of birds. And, further, after one
has achiev.'d this result, this bulletin, we trust, will prove useful in assisting the
'" I'l'i' ('> keep up the size and vigour without any sacrifice.

One must be able to reasonably presume that au extra good laying pullet will
pass on this characteristic to her progeny if she Is to lie of any value. To do thi-^

|iri>|)erly the ancestry of the strain and Individuals must be known.

ANCESTRY IS FIRST NECESSITY.
Biological Influences and dlfferemes play a great part in liiwding. yet they ,irc

not mentioned In many lustanws. Because a strain or Indiviilual proves good in tlie
first generation is not good enough. It must prove good in Its progeny as well.
The only way this can come about is by understanding how to breed properl.v. This
can neither be done by measurements or niathematkal calculations, nor without
knowing the ancestral blood lines.

Ancestry is the first thing or foundation from which to breed. One must know-
in mating up his stock what IiIoihI lines are Iwing used. The breeder can then go
to work with the printed score and select Ms stock for commercial purposes, pro-
viding lie carefully reads the detailed matter rel.iting to the s<ore-car(l.

We have endeavoured, in getting np this scoreiard. to benefit liy the experience
of others in their score-card work, and using onr experience with it in an enil.'avoiir
to give the public of our best.

To try and make all points iilaiu we will discuss cidi point in detail.

Firstly: What is a utility male? A utility male bird is one that Is Inie U>
type, which is so constituted as to be capable of liegetting ntility females and males.
and also capable of producing marketable flesh in prolif.ible (piantity; whose exact
conformity to exhibition standard iiolnts is of st-condary consideration, where sui li

appears to conflict with what we understand as egg-proilncing rc(|iiirements at the
present time.

Secondly: What Is a utility female? A ntility female bird is one which is

true to tyi'ie. which is ^o eoiistitnlcd as tu be capnhio nf protUklng. th'sliy, niarkel-
able eggs; secondly, marketable flesh, both In profitable quantity; whose exact con-
formity to exhibition standard points Is of secondary consideration, when such
npjiears to conflict with what are understood to be egg-producing rcciuirements at

tlie present time.
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yotv..— (a.) "Tnif id type" iiirnns tliiU the bird not only in appearance lielougs

lo :i rooosiiined breed, but that it Is capable of reproilucint! its own Itlnd.

(b.) "So constituted, etc.." means that the bird has visour and that its body

formation is in accord with utility type.

(f. ) "Exact conformity to exhibition standard jioints Ix'ing of secondary con-

sideration" docs not mean tliat exliibitlou standard is not to be considered, l)nt tliat

utility type Is lo be conslderefl first.

(rf.) As In nn\ny bris'ds birds of exliibltlon stanibml type may lie uliiity binl<.

so utility birds may acn'rd with exliibitlou standard.

SCORE-CARD FOR GENERAL-PURPOSE AND UTILITY OR
COMMERCtAL FOWLS.

Sc.\i.E or Points.

riisirlption.
rill-

Scurt*.

I \.) Gononil appearance. DO points.

I. Weight—
Heavy-wei^'hts, males. T-S'i lb.

females. !)%-" lb.

I.isbt weiehts. males. 4-0 lb.

females. SVi-a'i lb.
!

Score according to age

II. Form: I.onc. moderately ibip, broad, low-set, rectangular, well;

balanced

III. Quality: Bone, moderately fine and clean; feathers soft;

medium in quantity: skin fine; scales tine

IV. ronditiiin: Face and bead appurtenances briuht red: eye

bright ; feathers glossy ; legs, skin, and beak, brislit yellow

or white; a uniformity and mellowness of fleshinR through

out

v. Style: Active and viRorous, but not restless: shownig stronj:

character

( li. ! Head and neck. 20 points.

I. Tomb: Medium size, evenly serrated, fine in texture; free from

thumb-marks, etc. ; well attached

II. Beak : Short, stout, broad at base, well curved

III. Face: Short, fidl, with a clean-cut appearance: distance be-

tween eye and beak well tilled in ; head broad at crown

!V. Kve: Clear and full, bright red or bay in colour

V. Wattles and lobes: .Medium size, fine in texture, smooth

Vl. Neck: .Moderate in lenj:th. wM arched with full flowing hackle

(in male)

(C.l Hody, 40 points.

I. Shoulders: Rroad and rather Hat on top

II. Back: Broad, width well carrietl back;

senile concave sweep to the tail

HI. Breast: Peep, wide, full and roinid
:

II

extending riffht lo point of keel

IV Keel: I.ons, straight, well covered ith flesh for entire lingth

V. Tail: Well spread and full; no pii.cned (fl'ecl ;
sickles lone

iD.I Legs and feet. 10 points.

I. Thighs: Medium b'nsrth, plump, well muscled: set well up on

the body
, , . n

II. Legs: Straizht. short, wide apart, strong in bone; liriuht yellow

or pure white in colour preferable

III. Toes: Medium in length, straight; claws strong

•1

6
;

:..o<l alength, with

sliing abiiiulant and

S

100

\ori- — in Imlgla^'. pnre-bieils .«lio\ild always l.e given preference.

Dji'„;,„H|l",.S.- Pronounce,! crooked breast-hones, kedbones, back.

^"'^^„i:;'V!rr,?r^B^df;'S;^.«;':^?h''^iies. mgrowm. feather.

dull plumage.

tall, foes, bi^ak.

Pecldedly dlify.
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(A.) GENERAL APPEARANCE.

AVliiMi mw ((insiiliTs tlir iii(liviilir:il I'liwl .-is ii siinids and ciiuiiian- a in wciiilit.

fi>rn]. iin.ility. ( liilon, and si\li. wirli iln> idi^il, «. irrni tlic ^anr Judi-'inL' ilic

L'l'iirral apiifai'ancc.

I. Wkicmi.

Wrijrlit is frivcn tii-st omsidi'iati ilii.' »r.iri.-,ai(l. Ton heavy liirils art-

usually l;izy m- l.'^s active and siniw a diciiled tendency tii utilize tlielr food for
fni-niiiij; tlesli. I'.iids helow weinlit seldom rein-oilnce as proliiic jiroireny as tlii'y are
tlieniselves. I>ecidedly underweiKlit males are iionr liri'i^dcrs, whilst decidedly undir-'

wei^'ht females are not iiersistent hiyers.

Whilst mncli time has iM'en sjH'nt in hreedin;; hea\y and liu'lil hiriN. we have
conn' to the eonclnslon that best results will he olitaincd alon^ .-.imnici-cial lines hy
usin;r birds i-oniini: nearly within the weights njcntioned in iliis »core-card at

Uicediiis-tiine,

A ty|ic of iirnlt-rwciL'lit male

II. Im.hm.

A u'reat deal of lontroversy slill takes place relating to tlje different tyiH's to in-

used in luwdini.'. We have i-on»' to tlie conclusion ilnit, allowins; for the breed and
linw of season liandled. Iirei'din;: stoi k should Iiave a form halanciHl in all wetions.

One desires a form somewhat rectancnlar In ap)iearaiice. This form will lie

»een at its best when a female is in full lay in- when a imili' is in his strongest

l>reedint.' period. The female will at this time have a larce spread betwwu the two
pelvic iKines and a sood de)ith between the twci peivie Ixuies and the keel. The
ovidiiit at this time is onlartied to its full workinir capacity. The development of

the repr(HluetIve organs niul snifteidng of the membrances causes the sternum and
keel to drop. Tlio two wings of bone on eitlier sidi' of the body jiaralleiing the back-

lione and the hinged rilis allow of tliis acthm. The same aetion takes plaee in male
ami feimile. This aetion is more marked in the feimilo naturally, owing to the

ilevelopnifnt ami laying of <lie egg. The pelvic bones open at this season as well,

due to tin' same cause in both niali> and female. The hen la.ving small eggs does
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iiDt noed an wide a pnssaee ax one laying a large egg. Tlio distance l)etweeii the

uvo pelvic bones and also the distance between the pelvics and the keel will be

governed by this factor.

A. B.

Note the well-balanceil form of A as comitared with the badly halanced form of B, which
also shows a l)adly cilt-up breast.

Therefore, unless the hen is hi full lay or the male at its highest breeding point,

the distonce between these bones Is never at its greatest, for the opening and

eioslng-up of these bones depends on the deveiopnu'iit of the reproductive system.

Hence, the longer, wider, deeper, and broader the l)ody. the greater the development

of the oviduct or reproductive system. The numl)er of eggs, however, sucii a bird

will liiy depends on the fowls' breeding and the size of eggs.

III. QU.XLITV.

Probably the most Important [mint, all otiicr things licitig equal. In breeding

stock to keep np .gg iiroduction is iiuality.

Quality denotes all the good (h!irn<'teristi(s of both dairy cows as well as i'i;g-

iaying hens.

if a fowl is not of gi«)d quality, she will be a poor layer. If a male of good

qnality and good bree<ling were mated to p(H)r quality, coarse females, the resnlts

would lnv;uialily be noticed in the majority of the first jirogeny of the mating.

Quality is indicated by tiic evenness and silliy te.\tin-e of the s<a!es on the leg: by

the fairly compact glossy plumage; the tine silliy texture of tlie comb, wattles, and

lobes; and. further, the freedom from gristle or cartilage atf.i' liment to the straight

pelvic bone. The pelvic iMine itself should not be small, i'nllets are. of course,

smaller-boned than hens. One usui'lly finds a very thin Ijone or. the leg of the bird

that has a needie-|)olnted iK'lvic bone. We advise one to breed from birds with

pelvic bones comparative In size with the bone on the leg. lint clean and free of

gristle or cartilage when the bird Is laying. Fat will be fiuiiid on the jielvic Ikiiics

of old hens, esiieciaily if they are in line coiKiilimi before liii'y ixime into iayhig.

From experiences of many others besides the writer, we can definitely slate that

cartilage and gri'ntle are the things to beware of in breeding, but that 'irH|,er the

stoutness or strength of bone as shown by the width nor tlie fat attach. t to tUe
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lK)ne are to be considered dotriueutnl cbaracterlHtlea !ii breeding for egg prudiietiou.

A heavy laying bird is never fat once she is in full lay. No doubt the needleiwlnted
liclvlc-bone Itlrd will lay good If given good attention and the season Is uor too cold,

but the danger-sign should be out when one starts breeding from her.

A. B.

Not»» the fine quality as »hown by the scalos on tho loifs. The fine evenly laid scales of A
do not stand up away from the leg as do the coarse scales shown In U.

IV. Condition.

The condition of health of a bird must be given due consideration when breeding.

If fowls are not thrifty, it follows that they must be unhealthy. Health is shown

by the gloss on a bird's plumage, a bright-coloured eye, with a bright-red face, comb.

;iiia wattles on all breeds in which these characteristics are naturally present.

i"urtiier, one wishes to see a good uniform fleshing throughout on the bird, esi"'-

A B.
I'liiupaie the good-sized. stralKht. clean pelvic lione of A with the curved, thin, needle-

polnterl hon
indicate th<

of II. The pelvic lionc
exact opposite

if .V denotes a strong-honed fowl, while the bones of B



1:.' roMMKltflAI. I'OII.TIIV.

dally when the lucfiliu;; scasoi: Is about to bfRln, showing that eithiT feiiiuij' or

mule has ri-stTVe strength to Kiiarasitit' gmnl rpproduetlvc capacity.

V. Style.

By style, «e mean a bird that Is always working t.. liud souiclhiiig to cat. Such

a female Is always a good layer, and a male of thW kind Is always attentive and

capable of good roi)r(KUictlon. .\u actlvs bird Is not one, however, that is so nervous

Nole thf («t,vllKli, aftivp apiM'aruDce
sitown It.v all thesi> four hitds, iDdicatiug
liiolltabli' producers.

Compare this dull, sleppy appearing
liinl. baving lu-ither style uor activity,
with thoKi' Hbown In pri>cedlDK IIIuh-

Iration. 'i'his l>lrd Indlcntea e'er.-thlnu
aloUK ttie liuesof unprolltaLlu proiuctiun.

as to be dying from place to place ou the least provocation,

uiidoubtetlly cause a drop in egg production.

This latter habit would

(B.) HEAD AND NECK.

In the writer's estimation the head is as iniiwrtant a factor. If not the next

i.uiHirtant. in breeding commercial birds as any other iK)lut. If a fowl has not a

good head showing ccnstltutlonal vicour, with a broad deei) crown and a bright

active appearing eye, she or he cannot reproduce proi)erly

The neck should be ia proiiortlon to the body.

A B.

t'ompar** tite brljjlit, actlvr. sti-onjr-HppcarinK. w--!I-propi>rtl<»nt'(I licad stiown In A with the
BbalIo\v. uui-rnvv h<>ud, With the sunken face and falling eyelid, as shown in 11.
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I. COJIB.

The fowl's comb sIkhiIiI In' repregeiitntlve of the tir(;(il lypo, h li.'ilici' rns,.. siiitfli-.

(ir iMM, and of nicdiiim si/.c, well attaclicil t.> tlie lieiul. Tlie i-ouib slnmld lit- ..f Hue
ti'.xtiire, Indlciiting good (|iiallty.

II. heak.

We desire a stroiiK liank-shapod ji-ak. A fine \w.\k Ih iiii(Ii-.liMlile. "w liia to

siiiall bone. A snaky. Imur, or irowslinpcd bi-ak is mideslrabU-, nsualiy Boinij :iUius

witli or Indlf'atliiK i«)i«r ooiistltiitlon.

III. F.VIE .4NU llK.M).

Till' law or a fiiwl is siiiiposoil to bo Hhort and fnil. The Ifiijiili of bead slioiild

L'oiiiiiart' favourably with the ionctli of body.

The type of Ucail wlikli Is di'slicd b.v ull,

Tlie distance between the eye and the beak sl'oind be well tilled in. The siinkeii

f.-oe iiidii-ates poor constitution and birds out of condition.

A. H.
rompai^ the wide skull of A. shown by the width aoross the cniwn of llie luail fr.jiu eve

to eye, Indicating constitutional viKoiir, with the deeldeil narrowness of It.
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Till' hoinl Hlioiilil !..• liniiul iit tln> crown, with u kikmI cliiUli from the top of the
M.M.I I., tho top (,f the .'.v.'. nn<l a k"'m1 U»'plh from the lower lid to the bane of th.-
li.iviM- iiiiMiilll>l<>. liKlin.iiiiK a >!oo<l Hkiill havliiif rikmI hrain enpnclty; I.e., gooU con-
siiiiiti.iii. The 11(1 iilioiilil hiilil rifely up around the eye.

Iloili thege bind! are iDdlcatlve i.f w..«k ion«tllutlon«. These pliturei were iHken
from mature »even montb-old pulleta.

IV. Wattles and Lobes.

The wattles and lobes should he rcpreseutntlve of the breed, of medium size ami
of good texture or smoothness, indicating quality.

V. Eye.

The eye should he representative in colour of the breetl. A hright active api«Mr-
Ins red eye always goes along with strong constitution. (See cut XVI.)

VI. Xe( K.

The neik should he well set ujion the bird, neither too long nor too short.

(C.) BODY.

The iKjily Is the manufacturing plant of the hen. where all the food Is tunnMl
Into Its proper channels. Ir' a fowl has all other parts perfo< t hut a imor ciit-iip
hiKly. it can never he made a highly profitable bird and should never he bred fi'nni.
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Good depth must be perwptllilo In stronKlirewIInu uiiiU-m iinil f«-iiiiili'».

To Judge the ilpplh of bixly we pliicc oue liiiiid on llic hmklione iind iLi- olli.r on
tbe keel.
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I. SlIOt'l.lltRN.

Till- '•liiMililfi'x Hlmiilil li>> limiiit mill riilhiT Hat on top. Hhowliit grxHl breatliiiitf

or liiiiK anil lii'iirt caimcit.v. 'I'd JuiIki' I1iI« »i' pliuc ciiir liiiiiil ovrr tlit* Imik Jiiit

Ih'Iiiw tlii> I'lipf.

Sli.iwliu- hciw u< hhli:.' till' il.'plh of IkhIv

II. Back.

Tlir Imi'k of a fowl slioulil bi' lu'Dad, Jiiilg(><l !>}' the broailtli noross tUe slimildprs.

and tills lireaiItU must Ik? carrli'il wi'U back to tbe ti'il wllli no ipilck falll..^ in

a|>Iiraniii(«'.

\ shows excpptlonal breadth icroM tue sboulileix, »I.!l» I! b&ows the extreme opposite-.

being decidedly narrow.



IdiKKniMi AMI Sl:l.Ki| 1H\.

III. IlKKAsr.

111.- Iiri'ii-t iiiicl lir.;i»t iMiiir i.r «l.-riiimi inliM, U ,i ilitlfniil I ili.iii tin- k«i'l p

•lionl.l Ipc xlralitht. \vhl.>, .1.h|i, fiiM, nut nilrly imiiikI, Oil- .aii irvt a (JikkI liU-ii in
JiKlKliiit ihlH M-. tloii l,y iiNiiliia ilirir !li,tf,.rH In |„.n,,.,.|i ,111,1 iir,„iii.l tli.- <liivl.-l<-« ..i-

«Uli iM.iir. TlH'i.- HiKiuI.l l«» no < iil ii|i ii|M run..- to tli.> lni'iist. The flcsiilnu
.«Im.ii1.I I..' fairly iilnunhiiit (ili|.rn(lina on tin- il r year li.inilliil i ami ..f f I

iimilily. Tin- tl<'»li shoiilil iniihi'i' lif ;oo linn nor |,.o tlaliliv.

Noll..- I 111' VI TV xliorl liHik nnil iiit iii)

appinruiu" of hoily.

A fowl with a flne fim breast.
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IV. KUL.

The kwlboiif or Ihi- I<>««-»| Ifiixtliw l»t> Immh> or iiifiuber lii llu" friime uiiik»-n|>

of n fowl ihouia \ie long iinil utriilKht, wfll iiivt-n-d with iikhIIuiu trxtiirc anil ubun-
ilnnr tli-xlihiK. ilt>|NMiilliitf. cif roiirw. on tlii> linicof yi>ur handled.

V. Taii.

Tbi) tnll KhoiiUI Ik> wi-II >|iri>iiil. hiillciitInK n ichnI lonit. broRit bni'k niiil <li-<-|>

b<Kl,v. Thin In <n<lK<'(l liy plnilni: tin' liiiinl aoroii» tlif bin'k iit tU« Juintiire i>f llu-

liMr'k iinil tnll, ax m-cn hi iiit }K.

.Oiiiwlnx well nprfail tall, ImlleatlnK loiiit, wl.li'. hroail liaik.

It Is also shown by the niiroiid ni-ross tho rt-ar of body and depth froih tnll to

imdi'iljiie of llic liinly. iis shown In cnt \U.

Showtns good atralgbt lega art well
apart, eh well as igootX Hprcad and depth
at rear of body.
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(0.) LtOS AND PEIT,

Till- l.'KH illi.l r.M.t „f a l.lnl >li„iil,| r ^U:.„ii Urn,' himI i{..,«I .|„,,I1i.v |,. iilL.w
of g'«x\ OXCTlls... Willi ..UllM ,.V }• |.|H.,..1 m )„• I.U. llHll.'UtillU «...H| ,,11„III.V.

The Imiip tiiiist Im> -.triMiif. l.iir not .•..ar-..-. Tlir iii'anr l.> IIk' klil ul..*,. (InUli, «.- .an
fln.l I.) nild-lni; lh<- thiiMih an.l f..r.Mnir.T n|> aiMl .l.mn ih,. I.if. ||i<- Ulin lli.. .|iialil.v
nf 111,' lH.n.\ Slrrntftli nf lu.n... Iiurt.i.r. iiiiihI alnajx !..• |ii'<wnl In llic fiml <>ni>

wlKlitfi III liriHil friirn.

I. Tiiiaiix

A tlilk-h or mi'illuui l.'UKth that U |>hMn|i nml ncll nitiw 1...I Is ri'Miiln .1 ..n a t«\\\
fliHt will tiiko iilonty of pji.T.ldo, whl.ti In o^Mitlal to Uidr g.MKl li<-allli an<l
I "ndltlon.

If. r-Ei.K

The IcK Hli.xilil 1... slialaht ami i Hum I.. (.|i..rt In I.mikIIi. Tlirv slionlil )«•

wi'll wt niMirf. hKlli'allns a « lilc aial d.^.p IkmIj-. TIic l.^itx hIk.mM Im- of lli.. rriir.'
wMlntlvo lirt't^l coloirr.

Silccllon shoiilil iN-t'ln finm ilic I lino iln'

chlckn art' tuitcht>(l.

III. Toes.

Till' 1(K'S ^lioMld 1m. m.MllMin In loni-tli an.l mi ;:, vhouin;; ;.'..o,I s,i-at.liiri-
ahiilly, wltli tlr.ws tlial an- w.'ll worn, provintf that tin- low N ar,. lakin- i.Icnly of
oxiTclso to kiH'ii them In kooiI hfallU anil condition.

DISQUALIFICATIONS.

DlsqMaliHcatlons arc roall.v indications In comniercial fowls of l,Iids that shonid
not lK> l.rod from. DecldofU.v rrookpd breastbones and kecllwnes are generally
InherltPtl ehnraeterlstles, and one shot ' " .,ays endeavour to keep sn.li o,it of theh-
flocks.

The other dlsqunllflcation.s menlloneil wlien foijn.ti qi, a i.jra woi-.ii! rrrfainlv
prove detrimental to males or females for breeding puriwses.

VICTORIA, B.C. :

Printed bj WllLUM H. CcilIW, Primer lo tbe Kings .M.,st Exodli-nt Majcslj-

lOJT.
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