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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

communiqueé

199 Le 13 octobre 1987

DECLARATION DU SECRETAIRE D'ETAT AUX AFFAIRES EXTEhIEURES

A PROPOS DE L'AFFAIRE MICHAEL DEAVER

Le trés honorable Joe Clark, secrétaire d'ftat aux
Affaires extérieures, a rejeté aujourd'hui la teneur d'une
lettre en date du 2 octobre envoyée au conseiller juridique
de 1'Ambassade canadienne par M, Whitney N. Seymour 3 i ot
avocat-conseil indépendant des Etats-Unis. Selon M. Clark,
M. Seymour cherche & amener le gouvernement du Canada a
renoncer aux droits souverains que lui confére le droit
international en permettant A 1'Ambassadeur Alan Gotlieb de

témoigner lors du prochain procés de M. Michael K. Deaver.

M. Clark a indiqué qu'en raison de cette situation, il
avait décidé de rendre publiques la lettre de 1. Seymour
ainsi que la note de protestation envoyée au Département
d'Etat le 9 octobre 1987.
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OFFICE OF INDEPENDENT COUNSEL
UNTTED STATES COURTHOUSE
ONEMARSHALLPLACE ~ WASHINGTON, DC 20001

October 2, 1987

stuart Plerson, Esq.

verner Liipfert Bernhaczd McPherson & Hand
1660 L. Street NW, Suitce 1000

Hashington DC 20036

Dear Mr. Plersont

As you may knov, the Jeaver trial is now scheduled to con-
penco on October 19, 1387. As you undoubtedly realize, the
decision of the Government of Canada not to persit even
linited taestimony by Ambassador Gotlied has forced ua to
place nuch greater emphasis at trisl on the unlawful acta
engaged in by Deaver when he was working for the Canadian
Government, including his various contacts with Drev Levis
and the River Club meecing on October 2%, 1985, in which Az.
Gotlieb and Mr. Doucet participated.

If you see any sign that your client pight allov Hr. Gotlied
to give limited testimony confirming the January 5 luncheon,
paking it unneceasary for us to exphasize these other events,
please get in touch with us proaptly.

Sincorely.,
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The EBrbassy of Canada presents 1its cocpliments
to the Department of State and has tha honour to forward
herewith a copy of a letter dated October 2, 1987 frca
Mr. Whitney North Seymour, Jr., Indepandant Counsol in

United States v. Daaver, to Mr. Stuart Plerson, an

attorney advisirg the Governmant of Canada in rolation
to this natter,

The Exbassy draws tho Departmant's attontion to
Mr. Soymour's irplied threat against tho Governmant of
Canada, to the effect that ho will "place much greator
emphasis at trial on tha unlewful acts engaged in by
Deavar when he wags workiny for the Canadian Governzant®
unless tha Governsant agross to waive Acbagsador Gotlieb's
irzunity and perait hin to toatify at the trial in
relation to one >f tha counts against Mr. Deaver.

The Fm>assy wishas to protest in the strongast
torms againat this attecptod intimidation of the govermmant
of a sovereign =:ate exercising its soveroign rights under

international la'’ as recognised by the State Dapartmant
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itself and by Judge Thomas Ponfield Jackson in his Order
of June 22, 1987,

As tho Dspartment ia aware, tha grand jury
has not charged Mr, Deaver with any violation of the U.S.
Bthics in Government. Act while undar contract witﬁ.tha
Governmant of Canadun. As to the perjury charges that have
been laid against ', Deaver, these too do not relate to
his activities under that contract and in no way implicate
the Governmant of Cinada. Honatheless, Mr. Seymour now
pProposes to conduct the trial so as to focus on "the
unlawful acts engaged in by Doaver whan he was working for
the Canadian Governrient®, gven though Mr. Deaver does not
stand accused of any such acts. Mr. Seynour obviously
cannot hope to conv:ct Mr. Daaver on charges that have not
boen laid. The rocal objeat of his proposed ohift of
emphasis appears to lie elsewhere. Thus, while the
conduct of the Government of Canada and its officials
with regard to all wspects of this matter is and has been
fully consistent wiih eotablichad norms of diplomatic
behavionr_and with Canadian and U.S5. low, Mr. Seymour
clearly expacts that. by threatening to "convict® Canada of
non-exigtont offancus in the publicity surrounding a trial
in which canada i{s rot a party, he will asucceed in
intimidating the Government of Canada and conpel it to
give up i{ts rights under international law.

This shoc¢ling and extraordinary tactic on the




part of Mr. Seymour represents his latest attempt to bring
impropet presgure 1o bear upon the Governmant of Canada.
1t violates the spirit if not the lettor of Judge Jackaon's
Order of June 22, &8 it violates tho moat fundamantal
principles of international law and practice and runs
counter to the ordinary prinociples of justice which Canada
and tha United States hold in co==on.
The Embi.ssy urgently requests tho Dapartoant
of Btate to take a..l necessary measures to put an end ¢
the threats and icproper pressures which Mr. Soymour has
brought to bear upun the Govermzent of Canada. 1In particular,
the Exbassy requesg'.s that this Note and thas attached
communication from Mr. Seymour be brought to the attention
of the Attornay General of tho United States.
Given the extraordinary nature of tha situation,
the Exbansy reservnia the right to rnake public thip KRote
and the attached cimunication frcm Mr. Saeymour, if necessary.
The Embisey of Canada avails itself of this
opportunity to ren:w to the Department of Stats the assurancas

of its highast consideration.
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waghington, D.C.
October 9, 1987




