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EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES

OF THE

Fitteenth Bunual Contference

)f the Ministers a‘d Representatives of the people d'énomimb
ed Bible Christians, held in the Bible Christian, Chwreh,
Hampton, begun on Thursday, Juie $rd, and
ended on Thursday, June 10th, 1869.

)

QUESTION 1.—Who compose this Conference ?

ANsWER.—Cephas Barker, President of the Conference 1868,
William 8. Pascoe, Secretary, ditto.

oseph Hoidge, Superinténdent of the Bowmanville District.

Villiam Hooper, ditto Exeter ditto.
[Edward Roberts, ditto London & Cleveland ditto.
[Robert Hurley, + ditto Wisconsin " . ditto.

ohn Chapple, ditto Prince Ed. Island*  ditto.

Representatives sent by their respective District Meet'i/r‘byi

ohn Hall, ¢ - Sent by Cobourg District.
Thomas Clarke, ditto Bowmanville - ditto.
James Pickard, ; ditto Exeter ditto.

William Field, ditto London & Cleveland di




Henry Ebbott,
John W. Butcher,
Jacob Gale,
Jesse Whitlock,
William Woodman,
William R. Roach,
David Cantlon,
Thomas R. Hull,
George Bodle,
Garrance T, Colwell,
Andrew Gordon,
George Webber,
William Jolliffe,
Archibald Clarke,
Edward Price,
John Kinsey,
George Dunkley,
Samuel Jolliffe,
William Wade,
James J. Rice,
Charles J. Pearse,
“Lewis W. Wickett,

4

5 |

ditto Wisconsin ditto.
ditto Cobourg ditto.
ditto ¥ 7 ditto,
ditto -Bowmanville ditto.
ditto Cobourg ditto.
ditto Exeter ditto.
ditto Bowmanville ditto.
ditto » ditto.
ditto Cobourg ditto.
ditto Exeter ditto.
ditto Cobourg ditto.
ditto i ditto.
ditto Bowmanville ditto.
ditto - Exeter ditto.
ditto Cobourg ditto.
ditto Exeter ditto.
ditto. Bowmanville ditto.
ditto Wisconsin ditte.
ditto London & Cleveland ditto.
ditto Bowmanville ‘ditto.
ditto Coboutg ditto.
ditto

Bro. Edwards was absent through ill health.

London & Cleveland ditto.

. 3 "
WiLLIAM 8. PAScOE was elected President ;EpwArD Ronend’,

Secretary ; J. J. RICE, Journal Secretary. |

Resorurion 1.—That the very sincere and hearty thanks of this Confer-
ence be tendered to the brethren Cepras BArkkr, and Witnianm 8, Pascor,
for their valuable services as President and Secretary during the past year,

Q. 2—Who remain on the list of APPROVED PREACHERS ?

i ey

Francis Metherall (superan)

Paul Robins

John Langdon (superan.)

John Hicks Eynon (do.)
Abraham Morris (do.)
John Brown Tapp (do.)
Thomas Greene
John Edwards (superan.)
Robert Hurley
* John Chapple
John Wi
Cephas Barker
William Hooper
. Henry Ebbott
Joseph Hoidge: (supernu.)
George Haycraft

(shpainn)

John Watson Butcher
Jacob Gale (superan)
Jesse Whitlock
William Woodman

William Roberts Roach
William Samuel Pascoe

Henry Kenner

David Cantlon

Thomas Raynor Hull
George Bodle

Garrance Tink Colwell
Andrew Gordon

Isaac Ashle(y; (supernu.)
George Webber
Edward Roberts

. William Jolliffe

.
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ditto,
ditto,
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ditto,
ditto,
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i unfeigned gratitude to Almiﬁl;zy Glod, we record the facts : that while dur-

b

Axchibald Clarke William Wade . ’
Henry Newcombe William- Partridge Hunt

Edward Price Walter Ayers

John T, Sencabaugh John Harris

John Kinsey Richard Hicks (supernum)

George Dunkley James Joseph Rice

Samuel Jolliffe Charles James Pearse
; Lewis William Wickett

Q. 8.—Who are admitted into FuLL CONNEXION ?

A
William Heysett Richard Thomas, Courtice
Thomas William Glover William Hodnett

Q. 4—Who remain on TRIAL ?

A—
William Kinley* °  W.C.Beer
These have travelled THREE years.
James Collins 1st. - Alexander Richard
\ ‘ Robert Baker
These have travelled Two years.
James Collins 2nd. * Roger Allin

These have travelled ONE year.
Q. 5—~Who are admitted ON TRIAL ?
A—
John George Yelland Joseph Archer )
Resorurion 10.—Having examined the list of preachens, with feelings of

ing the past year, there has been an instance or two, of very dangerous ill-
ness'fhthsol‘isve{ of all the ministers have been mercifully preserved ; and that
although, in common with other men, ministers are the subjects of divers
temptations, no case of moral delinquency hias been reported to this Confer-
ence, Praise the Lord,

PRINTING ESTABLISHMENT.

ResorurioN 14.—That the Report of the Editor be received ; and that
our hearty thanks be given him for his valuable services as Editorand manag-
er of the Printing Establishment, and that the thanks of the Conference be
presented to those friends who o liberally responded to their call towards
establishing & Connexional Printing Press, as to raise the m:\ of §241 |
. that object; hut as the outlay has exceeded that amount b{ 1426, we agree
that $1000 be devoted towards that deficiency from the Jubilee Fund, -

e

* Brother ‘khhy mﬁmw trial in consequence of ill health, *
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Q. 7—How are the Preachers Stationed this year?
A.—As follows :

I. COBOURG DISTRICT,
¥

. Cobourg. G. Webber,

. Port Hope.” E. Price, J. B, Tapp, Superannuated.
, Peterbore’. J. W. Butcher.

. Lakefield. R. T. Courtice.

. Huntingdon. J. Kinsey.

. Hungerford. A. Gordon, J. Collins, 1st.

. Seymour. - C. J. Pearse.

: Perrytown. J. Archer, J. Gale, Superannuated.

00 =7 O On s S8 PO -

(. WEBBER, Superintendent of the District,
II. BOWMANVILLE DISTRICT.

9. Bowmanville. C. Barker, J. J. Rice, L. W. Wickett, J.
H. Eynon, Superannuated. !

10. Hampton. E. Robefts, T. R. Hull, (Columbus) ; Paul
Robins, (Bowmanville.) J. Hoidge, Supernumerary.

11. Oshawa. W. 8. Pascoe.

12, Mariposa. J. Whitlock, T. W. Glover.

13. Pickgring. J. Williams.

14. Prince Albert. D. Cantlon, R. Baker, J. Langdon,
Superannuated. '

15. Seott. 'W. Woodman; A. Morris, Superannuated.

16. Fenelon. W. Hodnett, 1. Ashley, Supernumerary,

W. 8. Pascok, Superintendent of the District.
III. EXETER DISTRICT.

17. Exeter. 'W. Hooper ; One from England ; J. Edwards,
Superannuated. ;
18. Mitchell. A. Clarke, T. Greene, R. Hicks, ‘Supernumer-

19. C’l%n. W. R. Roach.

20. Grey. W. Heysett.

21. Col . G. Dunkley.

22. Ushorne. G. Bodle, Jy Collins, 2nd.

W. HooPERr, Superintendent of the District.
1V, LONDON & CLEVELAND DISTRICT,

28, London. W, Jollife, W. Kinley.

24, Ingersoll & Deveham. W. Wade, W. C. Beer.

25. Cleveland. J. T. Sencabaugh. .

26. Orange & Chagrin Folls. "J. Harris, R, Allin.
. . W. JoLLIFFE, Superintendent of the District.
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V. WISCONSIN DISTRICT,

: 2, That t
Y Uni
27. Palmyra. H. Kenner. :::f“n::x‘x;
28, Lisbon. 8. Jollifte, One from England; G. Hayecraft, ‘recognition «
Superannuated. we_appreciy
29. Yorkville. R. Hurley. it 5531
80. Little Praivie. H. Ebbott. o A
R. HurLEY, Superintendent of the District. the month o
t th
VI LAKE SUPERIOR DISTRICT, Co'“:;,,'f‘:':m
31. Rockland. W. Ayers, One wanted. PREACI
32. Portage Lake. G. T, Colwell, One wanted. Ris. 96,
G. T. CoLwELL, Superintendent of the District. ‘uinist}y wit
" A
4 VIL PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND DISTRICT. E:ar;:?u:n':
k| 33. Charlottetown. J. Chapple, A. Richard. ; %’fﬁd"':ﬁﬂt
i 34. Ebenezer. One from England; F: Metherall, Superan- preachers w
g nupted. ed, according
| 35. Vernon River, J. G. Yelland. said subscrif
| 39. Mwrray Harbor & Three Rivers. W. P. Hunt. and that Br
H ; ! said Fund, t
it . 40. Grand River. One wanted. ference for ti
t 41. New Bideford. H. A. Newcombe.
: } J. CuarpLE, Superintendent of the Digtrict.
b | 42. Owen Sound. One to be sent. Res, 27,
TR on the Missic
i v " 2 expenses to
I ~ UNITED STATES RATE OF EXCHANGE. o ing of t
H Res. 18, That as the Conference of 1868 offered the friends in the Unit- presented, th
' ed States financial independence if they desived it, we are pleased to find PREAC
R i that they wish to remain in the same relation to Canada as at present ; but as :
‘: we deem it desirable that all difficulties in regard to the rate of Exchange
N should be removed, we comply with the request of the friends on the Wis- !
i consin District, and fix the rate of Discount for the year at 35 cents, Pr?l‘c; 3?- ¥
f ers &y
i PREMISES ON THREE RIVERS’ MISSION. er Robins, th
il Res. 21, That the Chairman of P, E. I, instruct the Trustees to sell the Toiary. e o)
it house and premises on the Three Rivers’ Mission forthwith ; the procceds of Bes. (:}”nf
the sale to be handed over to the Missionary Treasurer, of this Confe
ment of the
TEMPERANCE.
Res. 23, Whereas the importance of the Temperance reform is indi- Res, 85. '
cated, a8 well by the evils arising from the sale and nse of intoxicating several Distr
drinks, as by the fact that the bulk of professing Christians and philanthro- are pleased U
pists still exert their influence and energies for the suppression of these evils : ment in the «
—Therefore, resolved : that this Conference re-aftirm us its platform upon this. the extensior
question, Total Abstinence; and we urge upon our ministers the duty of sulted in

+  bringing e:;r.{ member of the Church up to this standard, and especially.so

of such as shall hereafter give in their numes for membership in our Socie-

. ties, Furthermore, that with the view of increasing the efficiency of the

Betts of Hops 1" wuneation with our Sabbath schoolsy the Cotexional

committee are héreby instructed to consider the propriety of publishing a
monthly periodical for ciroulation aniong them. IR L

Delievers. -4
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2. That this Conference rejoices in the institution of the Canada Temper-
ance Union, the receipt of whose official Circular we hereby acknowledge,
and we assure that Body of our hearty sympathy and support ; that their
‘recognition of our holy Christianity and its influence on this t question,
we appreciate ; that the asserted desirability that Evangelical Ministers
should preach Temperance Sermons, we assent to; and that, as requested, .
we appoint two members of this Conference to attend the Convention of the
Canada Temperance Union, proposed to be held in the city of Toronto in
the month of September next.

3. That the brethren E. Roberts, and J. J. Rice, be the Delegates to thie
Convention, 1

PREACHERS, NOT MEMBERS OF THE PREACHERS’ FUND.

Res, 26. That as we could not honorably dismiss a needy brother in the
inistry without any financial assistance, when he has become unable to
perform ministerial duty; and as some of the brethren are not able to meet such
charges as would entitle them™to assistance' from the Preachers’ Fund when
superannuated ; we resolve, That preachers, not members of the Preachers'
Fund, shall subscribe annually a sum equal to the annual payment of those
preachers who are bers of that Fund, to assist them when superannuat-
ed, according to such regulations as may be determined by the Conference :— .
said subscriptions to bear interest, and be held sacred forthe purpose intended :
and that Bros, E. Roberts, and P. Robins, be appointed to prepare Rules for
said Fand, to be laid before'the Connexional committee, and the uext Cor-
ference for their approval. - - A

TRAVELLING EXPENSES.

Res. 27, That any brother having a claim for travelling expenses, either
on the Missionary or Contingent Fund, shall send the particulars of such
expenses to the Financial Secretary at or before the time of the second
meeting of the Connexional committee : and in case such claims be not so
presented, they shall not be allowed.

PREACHERS' FUND SUBSCRIPTIONS, AND BOOK ROOM
ACCOUNTS.

Res. 28, That in future, the Superintendents of Districts forward tle
Preachers’ Fund,and Book accounts for their several districts direct to broth-
er Robiug, the Treasurer and Book Steward, instead of to the Financial Sec-
retary as at present.

Res. .31, That the report of the Book Steward beadopted;; and the thanks
of this Conference be given him fof his effftient, ahd economical manag:-
ment of the concern,

SPIRITUAL STATE.
Res, 85, That after having thoughtfully ‘examined the Reports: of the

several Districts, on the state of Religion in our various fields of labor, we
are pleased to find that on some Stations there has been a steady advance-
ment in the divine life; and eamnest efforts continuously put forch to sscute
the extension and consolidation of the Redegmers Kingdom, which has re-
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Sabbathachools, We regret tofind, however, that ou the partof some of ourmem-
bers, the social means of grace are not duly & iated. We would eminest-
1y counsel such to consecrate themselves to God and his service, so
that ur Zion may be in greater prosperity.

e DIVISION OF HAMPTON CIRCUIT. !

Res. 36, That ar considérable discussion has taken place about the Divi-
sion of Hampton Station ; we advise the officials of the Hampton and

Oshawa Stations to bring the subject before their respective
Meetin

thereof,

g uarterly
with the design of propounding a plan for the ultimate division

GRANTS 1869,

Ris. 37, That the following grants be made to the Mission Circuits for
the year ending May 10th 1870,

LAKE SUPERIOR.

Res. 40, That brother Pascoe be, and is hereby appointed by this Con-
ference to visit the Lake Superior District during the year, with a view of

creating a greater interest on the part of our friends and the public genirally,
in extending our cause in that region,

POWLE'S CHAPEL,

Res. 42, That 50 be granted to the Trustees of Powle’s Chapel in the
Fenelon Mission, on eon-fition that it be properly deeded to the

STATISTICS,
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CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE.

Res. 44. That a very delightful Lovefeast was held, amidst a thronged
house of friends from various lParm. closing with the celebration of the Lord's
Supper. The limited time of the Lovefeast prevented many from speaking ;
but those who did speak bore testimpny to the fact, that their sense of tﬁc
Divine favor was clear, and their prospects of future blessedness bright.
Bowe declared the past yeartohave been the bestin theirChristian life ; while
others spoke of victories over powerful temptations, and of sapctified afflic-
tions and couflicts, May we all grow more and more in and increase
in usefulness ! Amen.

CHILDREN.

Res. 45, That as, upon enquiry it is found that the important Resolu-
tions of the last Conference respecting the relationship childrén should sus-
tain to the Church, have not, owing to what has appered to be insuperable
difficulties, been acted upon, This Conference affectionately and earnestly
calls upon our friends to endeavor to give eftect to raid Resolutions : and we
further urge upon all the ministers the necessitv of calling attention to this
important subje%fmm the pulpit, and in their pastoral visitations, And
to assist them in these etforts, we re-print the resolutions passed by the last
Conference.

Res. 38. That with the view of bringing the children of our members
and friends into closer relationship to the church, we resolve :

1,—That where practicable, such of our Sabbath School and other child-
ren as shall accept an invitation to receive special religions instruction, be
formed into catechumen classes, under the care of suitable tE»emm, to be ap-
pointed by the Elders’ Meetings ; and that they be made the subjects of dis-
pline, religious instruction, and encouragement suited to their age and capa-
city.

9—That the names and attendance of said children be recorded in a book
to be provided for that purpose, and that the returns be made annually,
through the Quarterly and District Meetings to the Conference.

3.—That they be continued in this relation until the Elders' Meeting shall
judge them fit to be received on trial for church momhenhip, or they be
otherwise removed from such relation by action of the Elders’ meeting.

4.—In order that parents in the church, and our friends generally, may
have these matters properly laid before them and explained, and that they
may be induced to co-operate with the ministers in these attempts:to train
up their children in the Lord, we further resolve, that every pastor shall, as
soon as possible call a general church meeting, to which he shall read thees
resolutions, offer what remarks he may think necessary, and take steps to
carry into effect the directions herein contained.

OWEN SOUND.

. Res, 49, That brother Hoidge be, and is hereby appointed a Deputation
to visit Owen Sound and vicinity, and report to the Missionary Committee
for their guidance,

MINISTERIAL SALARY.
] (REPORT OF A SPECIAL COMMITTEE.)
That haying. consi the matters of Preachers’ Children's
prop 'é»n i’m Receipts. We do not tulmm" m
-ennﬁ the Conf any schemew ich we would deem satis ; but we
recommend that a Committee composed of the President, and Secretary,and

-
Y]
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the Brethren Robins, and Barker, be appointed to
mit it to the second Meeting of the Connexional

MISSIONARY PRAYER MEETINGS.

Res. 53. That we request our friends on all our Cirenits to hold - Month-
ly Missionary Prayer Meetings in each of our places of worship, and unit-
edly to pray to Almighty God, for a much greater outpouring of His Holy
Spirit in His Church, and to make bare His arm in the conversion of sin-
nefs, and in the sanctification of believers.

COMMITTEES.

Q. 8. Who are the Connexional and Missionary Committees ?
A. The President, and Secretary of Conference, Superin-
tendents of Districts, the Mission:

ﬁg' Secretary and Treasurer,
General F’I‘nancm.l Secretary, itor, Book Steward, J.
Whitlock,

Gillbard, T, Clarke, S. Vanstone, J. chkn.rd W.
Windatt. E. Roberts, Secretary of the Connéxional, Commit-
tee and General Correspondmg Secretary ; C. Barker, Corres-
ponding Secretary with England ; G. Webber Missi Sec-
retary ; D Ca.ntlon, General Financial Secretary, J. H
General Treasurer, :

Q. 9 Who are the Book and Publishing Committee ?

A. The President, Editor, Book Steward and J. J. Rice.

Q. 10. Who are the Stationing Committee ?

A. The President and Secretary of Conference, Superinten-
dents of Districts, One Representative from each District to be
Epomted by the District Meetings, P. Robins, C. Barker, and

the Financial Secretary.

Q. 11. Who are the Auditors of the Connexional Funds?

A. J. J. Rice and W. Windatt.

Q. 12. Who are the Examining Committee ?
A. D. Cantlon, W. Jolliffe and A. Clarke.

ynon,

DISTRICT MEETINGS, 1870.

Cobourg District, at Camborne; Bowmanville District, at '
Manilla ; Exeter District, at Mitchell; London and Cleveland .
District, at Ingensoll ; Wisconsin District, at Yorkville; Lake
Supenor stma,atPoer Lake; P. E. I District, at Char-
lottetown. ' When held :—Cobourg , Bowmanville, Exetet and
i Wisconsin and

Lake Su.porwr, Snd Wednedny in lfsy Is}and,‘ the first

Saturday in Mare

repare a plan, and sub-

mmittee for their con-
sideration, and from them to the third Quarterly Meeting in each Station,

and that the view of the Quarterly Meetings hl forwarded to their respec-
tive Dinnctlleemngl, and thence to the next Conference for final decision.
Oun motion the report was received, and adopted.
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i LISBON.
. Res, 58, That in case a young man be gent to Lisbon from England, no

claim for Connexional Funds be charged with him on that Station for the'
coming year. :

“OBSERVER.”
Res, 59. That believing the OBSERVER to be a very important Christian

_Journal ; sound in religious sentiment ; clear and consistent in its distine-

tive anti-state Church principles ; and, well adapted, in matter and style,
for a family Newspaper ; we heartily commend it to our friends and the
Christian. Public, as deserving their cordial patrondge and support. We
would also remind our friends that its more extended circulation wonld

bring financial gain to the Denomination, whilst it would check the spread
of impure literature, and enable all, who would guide the youthtful mind’
aright, to present them with healthy moral instruction. '

PALMYRA AND LITTLE PRAIRIE STATIONS.

Res, 60. That whereas, we have heen necessitated to vote $100 to Little
Prairie Mission, we recommend to the friends of Palmyra and Little Prairié
Stations, the advisability of effecting the re-union of those Stations, that
they may b financially independent. i

nt,

SUBSCRIBERS TO THE JUBILEE FUND.

Res. 62. That the friends who have subscribed to the Jubilee Fnnd to
the amount of $2224 receive our sincere thanks for their sympathy with the

movement, and we pledge ourselves to appropriate such Fund to the objects
for which it was instituted,

FINANCES.

Res, 64, That the state of the finances present on the whole a favorable
aspect : our friends have manifested their attachment to the canse they love,
by their benevolent contributions to the several Connexional Funds, But
when we take into consideratiou the increasing demands of an aggressive
church, we sincerely hope our numerous members and supporters, will, in
humble dependence on, and strict obedience to their Divine Master, largely
increase their efforts in this direction. - We especially recommend to their
favorable attention the Beneficient Fund, believing that this very impor-
tant department should be liberally sustained. ;

THANKS TO SECRETARIES

Res. 65, That the hearty thanks of this Conference be tendered to. the
Dbrethren, G. Webber, and D. Cantlon, for their efficient services during the
year, a8 Missionary and Financial Secretaries.

CHILDRENS' FUND.

REs. 66. That as the Preachers’ Childrens’ Fund is $358, 47 cts, in debt,
and deeming it really important that that Fund should be, as soon as pos-
sible, put on a healthy footing ; the churge for the next year shall be '::e
with a married and $100 with a single her,

THANKS TO HAMPTON FRIENDS.

Res. 68, That the hearty thanks of this Conference be tendered to: the -
friends at Hampton, for their generous hospitality to its members, during
the present Session ; and that in further recognition of said kindness, a copy

of the Minutes for 1869 be presented to each family where we have been
entertained,
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THANKS TO THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF THE G. T. R.

Ris, 71, That our thanks are hereby tendered to the Grand Trunk Rail-
road Managing Director, for the specinl facilities afforded to the members of
Conference, in coming to and returning from this place, '

Q. 11.—When,and where shall the next Conference be held ?

A—At Bowmanville, on the first Thursday in June, 1870, at

9 o'clock, a. m. Committees -preparatory thereto to meet as
follows :

' The Connexional, Missionary, and Book Committees on the
preceding Tuesday, at 9 am, N.B—The Missionary and Gen-
eral Financial Secretaries must have their reports ready to lay
before these Committees.

The Stationing Committee to meet the same day at 4 o’clock.

The Exumining Committee, D. Cantlon, W. Jolliffe, and A.
Clarke, the preceding Wednesday, at 11 o’clock, a.m.

Signediin behalf, and by order of the Conference,
W. 8. PASCOE, President.
E. ROBERTS, Secretary.
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Address to the English Gonfevence,

DeAR FATHERS, AND BRETHREN,—Although the wide ocean
rolls between you and ourselves, and to many of us, you are
personally unknown, as also are some of us to you,—~it gives
us very great pleasure to remember that we are one with you
in your high aims, your successful endeavorsin the sp of
scripture truth, and in your hopes, and fears, and joys. ‘We
rejoice at your zeal in the cause of our common Master, and
sympathize with your solicitude for an increase in the spiritu-
ality of mind of tie members who form the Societies through-
out our beloved Denomination. We are devoutly thankful for
the gracious outpourings of the Holy ?irit, spoken of by you,
in your address to this Conference, and we share your regrets,
that notwithstanding the admission of so niany persons on trial
for membership by you, a permanently larger increase of mem-
bers has not ensued. With yourselves, too, we are strongly
convinced that what is required now and always on the of
the Church ‘on earth/is, that its members in & greater degree,
possess the “ mind of Christ,” be less and less conformed to the
spirit and practices of the world, and manifest a constant zeal
for the glox;y of God, and the salvation of souls, so as steadily,
untiringly, and personally, to endeavor for that end..

It is our earnest prayer that both ministers'and members
throughout the entire connexion, may more fully realize the will
of God as made known in His promises, by experiencing the
highest influences, and submitting fully to d‘:e sanctifying oper-
ations of that Holy Spirit, who has said, “ I will be as the Sf:w
unto Isyael ; he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as
Lebanon. His bra.ncﬁzzphall read, his beauty shall be as the
olive tree, and his smell as L:Eanon. The t dwell under
his shadow shall return, they shall revive as the corn, and grow as
the vine ; the scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon.”
And why may not this be? He who has promised “ fainteth
not. neither is weary.” He still lives, and reigns, and operates
for the good of His people ; and none of them need say to Hinx,
“'Where is thy and thy strength, the oounding of thy
bowels, and mercies toward ine ? are they restrained ¢

We feel that we have occasion to réjoice, in that from time
to time Glod gives signal evidence that He is in‘our midst. - Dur-
ing the year now closed, He has graciously revived His work on
several of our stations. In answer to prayer, many backsliders

have been reclaimed ; many others, who,in to the spirit-
ual life, ready to die, have been and -
ened ; while many more have been “born of the: i ble-

word, which liveth and abideth forever.” 475 persons have
been admitted on trial for membership ; 58 have, as we fondly
trust, passed away to God in peace; 251 have removed from our




midst into othei' neighborhoods ; and alas ! not a few have « for-

' saken God that made them. and lightly esteemed the Rock of

their salvation ;” leaving us a net increase to the Societies of
207 persons, . '

Our Sabbath Schools still continue prosperous as to num-
bers and finances, although they do not realize in so large a de-
gree as we desire, the highest lgnn of prosperity in the conver-
sion of the children to God. It is very possible that the great
end of Sabbath school teaching is not sufficiently regarded and
pursued by some who are engaged in it, and that. too many of
the members of our churches keep aloof from the schools, where
their presence, counsels, prayers, and labors might dbundantly
be blessed. Still we are not without cause of joy in respect
to this department of the work, for in not a few instances, “ out
of the mouth of babes and sucklings God hath perfected praise.”

In another respect the good hand of our God has heen ypon
us, in that no breach hag been made in our ministerial ranks.
The fathers, toil-worn, and somewhat broken by time and in-
firmities, are with us still, their hearts as strong, and hopes as
bright as in the days when they pioneered among the woods
of this great land ; and now in a green old age, they dwell
among their own people, loved and honored for their “ works’
sake,” joyously awaiting the time when the great Master, whom
they have so long served, shall bid them “ go up higher.” While
this is so, however, several of the brethren, through age or
affliction, are for the present laid aside. The brethren Edwards
and Gale, have felt it to be necessary to apply for superannu-
ation ; Bro. J, Hoidie, who since last Conference, has been nigh
unto death, although now in a good degree restored, still needs
rest for his more perfect restoration to health; Bro. H. J. Nott,
has been obliged, through broken health, to vetire from  the
work, although we tmst%xis retirement will be only temporary ;
and Bro. R, Hicks, whose health is somewhat im rove(i),o needs
a longer cesSation from ministerial toil; Bro. As{;ley, also be-
comes a supernumerary from a similar cause.

Towards supplying for lack of service of these beloved brethren,
two young men have been received on probation for the minis-
try, while four, who have satisfactorily passed through their
probation, have been admitted into full connexion with this

onference,

Although the effort made to establish a Connexional Printing
Office was not so generally supported as we had hoped, we are
glad to bé able to say, that this important aim has been achiev-
ed, and there is every prospect that under th«:n{udicions man-
agement of our Editor, it will become a financial success. ' Our
connexional organ, the OBSERVER, has been enlarged, its circu-
lation has considerably increased,and it is viewed with increasing
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favor by many outside of our own denomination. It avowedly
ranks with the best religious and family newspapers published
in the Dominion, and we believe it destined to be of very great,
and essential service to our cause in this land.

Notwithstanding, the heavy liabilities of the Missionary So-
ciety, new ground has been broken during the year, by the
opening of too new Stations, viz;—One at Portage Lake, in
lfiihiga.n, U. 8, which Bro. Harris, the Missionary there, re- -
ports of, as'a promising field of labor; the other in the neigh-
borhood, of Owen Sound, in this Province, in which neighbor-
hood, several of our friends from the older Stations have settled
with their families. - We feel it to be important to follow our
people into those new locations, whither in the order of Pro-
vidence they may be led from time to time, and should do more
in this direction, had we the men, and the means. We venture
here, to express the hope that, while our English brethren are
naturally, chiefly, interested in those colonial Missions which
are under the control:of their own Conference, they will not be
backward in coming here to reinforce our ranks when solicted
to do so.  Very soon the great North-West territory will be
open for emigration and settlement ; other and more powerful
denominations are already endeavoring to anticipate the wants
of the future inhabitants of that fertile and almost boundless
region, by sending Missionaries there. ' As it is by no means
unlikely that many of our own members will find their way
into the new country, we shall prove recreant to our high trust,
if we are not careful to supply them with the bread of life. In
this matter dear brethren, you must be one with us.

We rejoice at the constantly occurring proofs that God is
working out His purposes among the nations of the earth, by
providentially removings‘one after another, long established
abuses which have derogated from His glory, by obstructing His
mighty work among men. Providence, and grace never con-
flict with each other. All God’s works beautifully harmonize,
however discordant men may deem them to appear. Not the
least among the signs of the times, ave those events which lead
to liberty of thought, and the freedom of the human conscience
in matters of religion. We view with great and interested at-
tention the course of the British Government, in its pu to
disestablish and disendow the Irish Church, believing mwe
see in it, the good beginning of a better end—a large stride,
indeed, tow the period when the unholy and harmful alli-
ance of Church, and State shall eease throughout every part of -
the British Empire, and the world, and with it the various dis-
abilities which non-conformist Christians of every name and
in every age have had to ‘endure. When we recollect, that
even . priest-ridden and bigotted Spain, has so far awakened '
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from the lethargy into which for ages she was sunk, as to assert
that every form of Christianity shall be legally protected with-
in her bounds, surely no obstacles, which increasing parties may
create, or the worshippers of the dead past may throw in its way,
shall suffice effectually to hinder the passage of the great mea-
sure now before the British Parliament, or prevent the still
further application of the just principles upon which it is
based.

In our last annual address to you, we referred to a kindred
matter, although a local one, viz;—the avowed' determination
of the Government of Ontario, to disallow, in future ; ang' grant
of public monies to Denominational Colleges. We then ex-
pressed the apprehension that “ more than a little bitterness
might bé manifested before the question would be finally set-
tled.” In this we were not deceived, and accordingly, earnest
attempts were made by influential persons to force the Pro-
vineial Government to recede from its determination, but with
the geheral sense of the people in its favor it remained firm to
its purpose. The right has prevailed.

Our Conference has been on the whole a pleasant one. Old
fellow-laborers have had a happy re-union, and felt the ties of
a sacred friendship established long years ago grow stronger.
Others of us have met for the first time, and here commenced
an acquaintance and a friendship that will outlive time. Heart
has grown to heart. The Master has been in ‘our midst, and
we-are happy in His favor, safe in His protection, and hon-
ored in His service. Since we have been together we have
had “times of refreshing coming from the presence of the
Lord,” and in separating for our fields of labor, we have the
high hope, that if a longer separation shall take place, by any
n}:f our number being summoned to rest, we shall meet again at

ome i—
“Than farewell night ! of darkness then no more :
Joy breaks ; shines ; 'tis eternal day.”

With full hearts, dear Fathers and Brethren we t you;
and esl};eciully do we greet and sympathize with the g:: Breth-
ven who are in affliction and bereavement among you, and
earnestly pray that they may be mercifully sustained and
comforted, and more, that they may feel assured that their
“ light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for them
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,” We desire
to assure you of our undying attachment to you all, and of
our Kurpose, through grace, so to prosecute our pilgrimage on

a8 to meet you in our Father’s house above; for we

" know that of the Lord ye shall receive the réward of the in-

heritance, for, ye serve the Lord Christ. ”
; W. 8. Pascox, President.
E. RoBErTs, Secretary.
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Adilress to the Societics,

DEARLY BrLovED,—We avail ourselves of this medium, to
call your attention to, the very important subject of Family
Religion. A little reftection will serve to convince you, that,
from the beginning, Almighty God, our Heavenly Father,
deemed the religious culture of children, a subject of first im-
{)ortance, (and infinite wisdom cannot err) Hence, when He
wad commanded : “Hear O Israel: The Lord our God is
one Lord: and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might : and
these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine
heart.” It was added : “ And thou shalt teach therh diligently
unto thy children, and thou shalt talk of them when thou sitt-
est in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up, and thou shalt
bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between thine eyes ; and thou shalt write them upon
the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.” “But teach them
to thy sons, and thy sons, sons; specially the day that thou
standest before the Lord thy God in Horeb * * * * that
they may teach their children.” “For He established a tes-
timony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which He
commanded our Fathers, that they should make them known
to their Children : that the generations to come might know
them, even the children which should be born; who would
arise and declare them to their children : that they might set
their hope in- God, and not forget the works of God, but keep
His commandments : and might not be as their Fathers, a stub-
born and rebellious generation, a generation that set mot their
heart aright, and whose spirit was not stedfast with God.” In

‘the New Testantent we read: “Fathers provoke not your

children to anger, lest they be discouraged.” Ye Fathers pro-
voke not your Children to wrath, but - bring them up in. the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.” ]

And of Abraham, as & father, and a master, this honorable
testimoney is given by the pen of Inspiration. “I know him
that he will command his children, and his household after him,
and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judg-
ment. ”

After reading the above quotations, we think there can be
no doubt upon. your minds raspect.inﬁ your duty as parents.

Family wors 'f, is at once your duty, and your privilege :
nor can 1t be neglected with impunity, for it is written, “ Pour
out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon
the families that call not upon thy name.” The absence of, in
many instances, the me(\e semblance of family government, and:

N




the irreligiousness of many, so called, Christian families, are to
us, subjects of painful interest. “Many complain that their
children are unruly, and why ? Because they never subjected
them to rule and government, when they had it in their power.
They complain that they embitter their old age, and why?
Because, they never taught them to reverence their parents when
they were young. Alas! how pitiable is,the condition of him
who has the affliction to be the father of a wicked offspring!
Poor unhappy man! Thy sorrow admits of no alleviation.
Disease and gea.th are blessings when compared with the anguish
of thy heart, when thou.seest thy children run heedl:ﬁ; to
ruin, and towards which by thy fond and criminal indulgence,
thou hast led them.” To this must be added the humilating
fact, that in very many cases, there is no attempt to Educate
the children in the most important of all subjects. “A religi-
ous education is the most essential preparative, and successtul
precursor to a religious life. If the plant be not kept etm.'%hht
at first, the tree will probably be crooked at the ﬁat” e
K){rinciples indbibed in youth, are commonly carried to the grave,

ou cannot expect your children to receive a religious educa-
tion in the common or district schools; nor yet at the institu-
tions were “ superior” education is imparted ; it does not come
withil:mtlheir legitimate sphere, excepting such as are denom-
inational.

Nor must you expect this work to. be ‘done for: you at-the
Sabbath Schools, whither-your children: resort ' for about two
hours on the Sabbath day. The religious education -of your
children must. be carried on at home: God holds' you' responsi-
ble for the doing of it ; and while you live in the habitual neg-
lect thereof, whatever may be m-{our frames and - feelings; and

i

however great your su posed ious joy, and however zeal-
ous your efforts to ameliorate theg::ondgﬁ{n of ‘others, outside
of your own family circle, rest assured, there will be & blank in
your religious life. which, in its consequences; may not only
ring down your gray hairs with sorrow to the grave, but en-
tail upon society a blasting, withering, demning influence ; and
the Eternal will not hold you guiltless. ; .

We submit the following for your serious consideration and
prayerful adoption.

L That it-is your duty to attend to the religious education
of your children, and that such education can only be properly

imparted at your own homes.

IL. That in order to the proper discharge of this Glod-im
\ed duty, you should.so arrange your affairs as to allow \-om

least, two or three evenings in every ‘week being devoted there- | "
to. ‘ '

.
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I1. That in addition, to oral instruction you should keep a
bd supply of religious literature, both standard and period-
I, always on hand, always accessible to such members of the
hily as can read it.

V. Where practicable the science of singing should be cul-
ated, and in every possible way, homemﬁ:ould be made at-
ctive.

. It may be objected that your engagements in connection
h temperance, and other philanthropic Associations will
allow of so much time being devoted to the religious cul-
e of your families. Our reply is, that, any engagements,
fulfilling of which leads to t{ne habitual neglect: of home
ies, are radically wrong; and you should seek to be released

urchase of Religious' Literature, there would not only

he
nmpleé méans for that purpose, but a large margin left to be

" ropriated, as in your judgment, might seem best.

n a word, let your homes be made cheerful, as home should
let the relative duties of the individual members of the
ily be &mmﬁtly and lovingly discharged—Let religiousness
meate the whole carriage of the parents, and happy homes
| multiply on every hand. In nssxion to the dist! of
e duties, as commonly understood, we strongly advise that
ents and children go to the House of God in company,” that
y sit together in tﬁ: House of prayer; and that they return
e again in company. We cannot too strongly bate

* fpractice obtained in some places, of allowing the children to

ain in the streets or roads, on their way to or from public
h}p. There are proper times for out-door exercises—for
thful recreations ; but surely the Lord’s Day is not one of
pe times, ,

e earnestly call your attention to the resolutions of the
ent Conferance, relative to the relationship your children
lhgustain to the Church; and affectionately ask your co-
ation in our endeavor to give effect thereto. Our prayer
That your sons may be as plants grown up in their youth,
your hters be polishéd after the similitude of sEhoe,"
that in the judgment of the great day, you ma; E:;
bd to say, “ Here we are Lord, and the children

or information respecting the general state of the connexion
nust L;:fer you to the s:vgeml ﬁlutions to be found in the
ed Minutes.
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Durin%1

this Conference, notwithstanding the occurrence of
two or ti

ree painful circumstances, we have enjoyed much of
the Master’s presence. We shall soon separate, again to mingle
among you ; each according to the ability God has given, labor-
ing to warn every man, and teach “every man in all wisdom,
that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”

And now, beloved, we beseech you to re-consecrate yourselves
to God. Seek the grace to enable you to answer the grand end for
which your lives are prolonged. Seek t> realize your individ-
ual responsibility to God. ~ Remember you are “ the light of
the world.” “The salt of the earth.” Hy

ave salt in yourselves
that you may season others also. “Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify,
your Father:who is in heaven.” “ Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching one another, and
admonishing one another in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts, unto the Lord. And
whatsoever ye do, in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”

W.. 8. Pascok, President.
E. RoBerts, Secretary.
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