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(,‘()NSTITUTION
OF THE

EASTERN BAPTIST ASBOCIATION pF NOVA 800T1A.
Sl W

ARTICLE 18t.—This bedy shall be ealleq the Eastern Baptist Asso-
ciation of Nova Scotia, and shall consist of De| esenting the
Churches of whick it is composed, 1 I be & member of
one of those churches, togeth T'¢ spouding As-
sociations, and such others a jmted 40 sit
in Council,

ARrT. 2nd.-Each*chnrch canpected with the body may send five
Delegates besides fig Pastor,

or their entire scriptural | ve its con-
nection with any Chuych that, upon “su Xamination, shall be

Jjudged by the Assoclation to have dergrted essentially from Scripture
princip es or Baptist faith and principles,

ART. 4th —Thig Assoclation shal] meer at such time and place as jt
may appoint, and the meeting shall be opened with devetiona] éxercises.
ART. 5th —The officers of the Association ghall be—a Moderata
shall preside dt all the méﬂl}gu. no;lnlnmﬂl the Commij
rin all 4

otherwise proviged for, and per he duties mcumllg connecteyd
with gach office; a Clerk, Wha ghafl k 8 record of all the busipess
transacted, prepare the wlnn?p for the Press, and atgend to their. d
tribution ; and a Treasurer, who shall receive al| the monies contributed
for the purposes of ghe Association, and dispose of them according to
its direction. Al the officers shal] remain in office un(il their succassors
are chosen,

ART. 6th.—The religious sentiments of thig body. are thosg Xpressed
in the ““’ Articles of the Faith and Practice of the Baptisg - Ullurches in
Nova Scotia.” i

ART. 7th,—~ThLe Association may receive any Church which, by letter,
shall apply for admission, and shall give eatisfactory evidence, of jtg
faith and order, in agreement with the religious sentiments of thig body ;
and each Church beﬁ)ng-lng to this body shail send annually a leter,
containing an account ot its history for the year preceding, particularly
of its additions and diminutions, with its number then in fellowship,—
also, money to assist fn publishing the Minutes. An,,y Church that for
three suceegsive year omits sending any Letrer, De egutea, or money,
shall be considered withdrawn fr.m the Association, and shall he discon-
tinued from the M inuzes unless sufficient reason may sppear to account
for the owission, or provided iy may appear desirable 1o make some jn-

quiry, by committee or otherwise, and report at the next meeting of the
Association, »
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ART. 8th—This Constitution may be altered or amended by 8 vote of
twa-thirdslor the members at any annual eeting of the Association.

- _ ot
RULES OF ORDER. . by

RuLe 16t.~At each munual meeting the Letters from the Churches
shall be first handed in, from which the Secretary shall immediately
make out a list of Delegates.

20d.—After ren{oua worship the officers shall be chosen. The choice
ot the Moderagor shall be made by ballot, No brother shall be chosen
Moderator two years in succession \

$rd.~~The first letter read shall be ‘from the Church with which the
Assoclation is assembled. |

4th.~No subject shall b¢ discussed without & motion first made and
geconded, and_no person shall speak on any yubject’ more than.twice
unless by consent of the Assoclation. ?

5th,~Wlien any church & received, the Moderator shall give to one of
{t# delegated the right hand of fellowship. .

6th.—At the, commencement. of each aming the Minutes of thepre-
ceding one shall.be read and: approved; and of the last before the final
adjournment.

" 76h ~Motions ‘made and lost shall not e recorded on the Minutes,

¢éxcept so ordered by the Association.
' 8th.~All resolutions shall be presented in writing.

9th.~Each meeting for business shall be commenced ‘and concluded
withpuyer.‘:i ; ciiaizgned ) ; ;

10th.—No delogate shall leave the Association before the business is
finished, wlthou:spormu,lhn of the body, { Ba' i y

1ith/—Thiese rules shiall be read by the Moderator at the 'cotimenee-

1 ienit of each annual gession of the Association. W e
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Rinutes.

 UBPER LONDONDERRY, July 6th, M’

According to ﬁppointment the Association was organized
at 2 o'clock, P. M., the usual hout. Ao

The Moderator of last year, not beinF ‘present, the
ed the meeting

to order. Prayer by Rev. W. H. Beckwith.
In the absence of thie Clerk, Rev. D. A, Steele and-Bro.
C. L. Cox by request prepared from the letters the sub-

joined list of
DELEGATES.

Alexandra, (Lot 49), P. E. lland—Rev. J; Davis, ' '/ :

Ambherst.~Rev. G.F. Milés, Déa. J. M. Layton, and Bro. Geor,
Dimock. -

Ambherst Shore.~Rev. Caleb Spragg.

Brookfield ~Bro, Wm, Carter.. 7

Canso.~Rev. D. A Steele; - }

Charloti-toton, P B. I-<Rev, J. Davis/

Diligent River.~Bro. D. H. Jenks, | .., "

2o R, g S T, B

Soley, b

Glenvillo and River Philip~Rev. W. George, Dea. Joseph Diimiock and
Bro. H. A. Davison. Hovs{ ¥ : '
Goose River~Rev, T, A. Blackadar.

Goshen.~Bro. Charles D. Nichols,” ' ' = - % ;

Great Village—~Rey. J. E. Balcom, Deaons Ezra Layton and J
Gourley, Brethren T. B, Layton and Johin Peppard. | \

Gnmm',—w.» 8. Thompson.

Guysboro’:~Rev. J. F. Murray.

Indian Harbor.~Rev, H Bugles; *

Isaaca Harbor.~Rev. H. Eagles. i

Littte River.~Rev. Win. George. Rt

Lower Stewiacke~Rev. Al ‘Chipman; Brethren J. W, Stevens and
Benjamin woodworth,. /1 ) . | i

Magean —Bro. Hince Mills,; . # i

Margaree, C, B—Rev. J. F. Kempton.

Mira Bay, €\ B—~Rey. T, H, Porer, Jr.

mh%. 2, E?-'-Rev J Davis: *

North Sydney, C; B.+Rav. T. H: Porter, Jr,

Parrsboro’.—Bro. Thos. Seaman.
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Portaupiqu.—'ﬂev. James Reid, Deacons George Davison and Jehiel
Carr, Brethren Wm. Davison and Arch. Davison.

Pugwash.~Rev. T. A. Blackadae; and Bro. W. H. Seaman.

St Mary’s, 1st.—Rev. H. Eagles,

St.. Mary's, 2nd —~Rev. H. Eagles.

St, Peter's Road, P. E. I—Rev, J. Davis:

Sydney, C. B —Rev. T. H, Porter, Jr.

Truro —Rev. D. 'W. €, Dimock, Ueéaccns David Page and Richard
Upham, Brethren Wm. Fanlkner. A. J. Walker and Wm, Cummings.

Tryon, P. E, I—Rev. 3 Davis,

Vigg, P. E. 1.~Rev. J. Davis, ;

Londoudevr%—l{ev. J. E. Balcom, .Deacons  John [Carter.and

Upper
Wim. MéCully, Brethren John Crowe, Charles McCully'and William
McCally, 4th. { ) 1

. Stewiacke —Rovdd. A cm&mm and’ O. Chute, Dea. Willlam
Bentley, Brethren Charles Cox and C, L, Cox.

Wentworth.—Rev. James Reid.

‘FROH OTHER ASSOCIATIONS.

Western.~Rev. Isa. Wallace,

Central.—Revds. John (Chase; James Newcomb, E, O. Reid; J. T.
Reid, A. F. Porter and Bro B. Selden.

INVITED.

* Brethren H. Morrow, W. Rees, Hector Munro, Arthur Johnson, John
F. Crowe, J. L. Tremain, Professo: D. F. Higgl;naj Robert Nelson,

Robert Chambers, and Rev. W; AL Beckwith o!
OFFICERS: '

Tho officers of the Association were fhen appointed as
follows : .

Moderator.~Rev. D. W. C. Dimock.
Clerk.~Rov. T. H. Porter, Jr. .
+ Assistant Clerk—Bro. T. B. Layton.
Treasurer.~ Bro H.C. Upham, ‘ ‘
Rules of Order read:; .Committees were then chosen.

To ExaMINE AND READ LETTERS —Revds: i Dvis, T. A Blackadar,
and Bro. 8. Selden.

NOMINATION AND ARRANGEMENTS.~—~Revds. J. E. Balcom, D, A.
Steele, O. Chute, and Bro. W. Faulkner .. ¢

The letters were then read, from which the annexed sta-
tistics were obtained.  (See page 14)., :

Brethren W. Faulkner, W. Cummings, T B Liayton, E
O. Banks and C. Cox were appointed Delegites’to the
Convention. ool s 5 !

Resoloed, That al Ministeting Bretliren atterding Slster Associitions
be our Delegstes. Aiki e PN '

That twelve hundred and'fifty ‘copies of thie Minutes be issaed at'the
same rate as formerly. .

ohn River, N.B.
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COMMITTEES.

The Committee of Nomination and Arrangements re-
ported as follows :

CIRCULAR LETTER.—Revds, J. Davis, T. H. Porter, J¥., and 0. Chute ,

Missions.—Revds, A, Chlgmun, J. E. Balcom, dJ. Chase, Isaish
Wallace, Brethren 8. Selden, ¥, Layton, W. Cum; gs, W. H. Seaman
and J. L. Tremain.

Epvcamon.—Revds, Isafah Wallade, D. ‘A, Steele, J. F. Kempton,
T. A. Blackadar, Prof. D, F. Higgins, Brethren C. L. Cox, J, W. Btevens,
and W. Faulkner,

QUEBTIONS IN LRTTERS.—Revds. 0, Chute, J. Davis, J. F. Murray, W.
H. Beckwith, Brethren S. Selden and D, Page.

CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.—Revds. D, A. Steele, J. Reid, H. Kagles, W.
George,ls. Thompson; Brethren Arthuy Johnson, George Davison, and
W. Faulkaer,

SYSTEMATIO BENUFICENCE.~~Redvs, T, H, Porter, Jr., A. F. Porter’
Brethren H. Morrow, W. Cummings, R. Upham, and C, Cox.

TemrERANCE.—~Révds, J. Newcomb, T, A, Blackadar, Brethren D-
H. Jenks, Joseph Dimock, B, Woodworth, I, L, Tremasin and John
Peppard. 0

That there be prayer meoeting each morning at 8 o’cléck.

That all Committees meet at 9 on Monday morning.

That the morning sessions commence at 10 o'clock and
close at 12.  Aftermoon ' session. commence at 24 and
close at 6 o'clock. )

That 'the Circular Letter be read immediately after the
Association Sermon, ‘

That the Report on Education be submitted at the com-
mencement of the Monday afternoon’ session, and the
subject of Missions be taken up as .soon as it shall be dis-
posed of,

That the meeting of the Sabbath Scheol Convention be
the first thing on ﬁuesday morning.

That the Lord’s Day servicesbe ds follows :—

DeBert River,—At 10.80 A, M, Rev. Isa. Wallace ;
3.30 P. M., Rev. J. F. Kempton.

Masstown,—8 P, M,, Rev. J. Chase.

Hemlock Grove,—2.30 P M., Rev. J. Reid,

Lower Truro,—10.30 A. M., Rev. T. A. Blackadar.

Folly Mountain,—6. 80 A. M, Rev. H. Eagles.

Folly Village, (Pres. House),~11 A. M., Rev. J. Davis ;
6.30 P. M, Rev. T. H. Porter, Jr.
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Great Villaée,—ll A. M., Rev.'W. George; 3 P. M.,
Rev. A. Chipman ; and 6.30 P. M., Rev. J. F. Murray.

Report adopted clause by clause.

Revds. J. F. Kempton, D. A. Steele, A. Chip-
maniand 'J. 1. Balcom were appointed a Committee. on
Departed Brethrent. *' = - 0 :

d évgs'.' J. B. Balcom, G. F. I%iles, A. Chipman, Brethren
. L. Cox snd Bara. Layton on Colportage.

ége following resolu{ion'wn then :tg)mibted, and after
remarks by Revds. J. E. Balcom, J. Davis, D. A. Steele,
W. . H. Beokwith, Tsa. Wallace, 'and Bro, 8:  Belden,
adopted :— iy

Revds. D. A.iSteele, Isa. Wallnce, W. H. Beckwith and
J. F. Beckwith 'were ¢onétituted the Committee. " '

‘Some time was then/spént in_devotional ‘exercises, and
the sesision adjourned uiitil Monday motning.

Services.on Loxd’s day as above arranged.

W

10 10 oo Mondagy July Othy Morning Session.
Rev. D. A. Steele mached the Associational Sermon,

toxt Pgli119:: 106y -usual: collection was - taken ' for
Home Missions. Prayer by Prof. Higgins.:: ininoeds
- Minptes rudlhdl:&w b
Beveral letters w
reud. ol ledds g1
Resolved, That the resolution passed at the session of 1865 respe
those  re ]
page 8, 1865, R e L
As the time for adjourhment had arrived it was voted
that the Circular Letter for the present lio upon the table.
Prayer by Rev. 8. Thompson, and adjourned. =~ '
SoTaED L Ik b JNOEE A

co Ty e, Aftarmooh Session,
Rev, H. Hagles, offered prayer., Minntes read, and con~
O olundl B vof it oA D8 Deeruistaso il

: 456" Committes” on Education' reported. : Barnest dnd
interesting addresses were' given by Revds: Jea! Wallace,

approved.. oLl « { i
, hadinot been before received were
g qur ol | |

4 Bemoved! be regarded, as; the sandiog wd.,.“f.';{ :

Resolve
referred f

Afte;
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John Davis; Prof, D, F. Higgins, Revds. . F. Miles, J.
Chase, and W, H, Bockwith, and the Report was adopted.
(See Appendix A.) : i

he following resolation was then submitted by Bro, W.
Faulkner ‘with remarks, seconded by Bro. Belden, Buip-
ported by Revds, J, Reid and H. Eagles, and adopted :

Thatthe Endowsient of Acadia' Oollege s of ‘great importanée to the

?mc denomination of the Lower Provinces; and that the Ministers
and Delegates attending this Auocgtlon do pledge ‘themseives fo use
their influence in their several churches in, order to consummate this
great object, A !

The Report on Missions was submitted, -

Resolved, That it lie over until the annua] meeting of the Home Mis-
:gmy Sociéty immediately after the opening of the’ session to-morrow
rnoon, .

The Commiittes 'on the. Cireular Letter; reported, recom-
mending ‘that it be réad -and  lefy. to the discretion 6f the
Association, i1 E

After the Reading of the Letter, rematks were mads, by
Reévds. J.  E. Balcom, | /W, Gleorge, 6. . 'Miles. It was
then L f HE i
Resolved, That the Letter be adopted, and published in the Minutes
after come revision and abbrevla@on by tl_:g writer, '

. The Repert of tbe, Committee on Questions in Tsters
was subwitted by Rev, J. !Davis, Teceived, and adopted
clause by olause, . (Appendix B.) :

Resolved, That the private session vecommended in the Tt be held
t@mom morntng’ag’o' lock, s i he Resoss

Committed on Departed Brefhyon reported, Report
adopted. (Ap‘peﬁﬂix'&)' N ,,P‘
The Committes on Systematic Benefidende reported, and

after Warku‘{, ¥ Revas I, Davis; T. ‘H," Porter, Jr., and

H. Eagles, ‘the Report was adopted, .(Appendix D.)
Resolved, That the s menit of the Preacher and Writer of the
Cireular Létter be. mm the Commiittes on’ q&'u:ﬁm in Letters,

Resolved, That the letter from Riverside Lodgé of Good Thin| ﬁ;h
referred to the Committee on ‘Femperance, it i S

After prayer by Rev. W; George; the session adjourned,

s w\
iy, Ty o, e S,

Tbe'Delegttp, 8 met in private session, , R
Prayer by Rev. D.'§ y o., The letters from the Onalaw ;
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Church were then read. After discussing the whole ques-
tion the following resolution was adoptéd :—

That this Association cannot receive either of the lefters said to be
from the Onslow Chureh, but recommend the Chureh to seek advice
from judicious Brethren, and endout?r to settle their difficulties, and
unfte in harmonious action with 48 ittle delay as possible,

1t was theéfi Resolved, Thit the Brethren named as Delegates from the
Onslow Church be invited to seats inthis Association,

The private session Naving concluded, it was

Hesolved, That the ' Association suspend to give opportunity for the
meeting of the Sabbath Bchool Convention. " 4

SABBATH SCHOOLS.

Bro. 8. Selden the President in the chair. Prayer by
Rev. Isa. Wallace.

After ‘some opening rémarks by the Chairman the
statistics were: presented, lettérs read, and remarks made
by the Seeretary, Bro. T. B. Layton.

Interesting « addresses ‘were elivered by Rev. J. E.
Baleon, Isa. Wallace, G. Fi Miles; J. Davis and H.
Eagles, with remarks by Brethren Joseph Dimock and W.
Cumuiings. . ‘

The Association then resamed.

Minutes of Mondhy afternogni kitting read and confirmed.

The Report ‘of the 'Committee on Colportage was sub-
mitted. After remarks by Revds. J. Davis, J. E. Balcom,
B. Seott, D. A. Bteele, and G. F. Miles, the petition was
adopted. (Appendix E.) ‘ i

o following resolution was then presented by Rey.
Isa, Wallace, and passeds . PR
B A e or of G0 aad e IBrsry
in various of theProvines, ' S, e i
,That. we; heartily  recommend Bro. Newcomb

ﬁﬁ"%. this wark, to the prayers, sympatbies, hospitalities and
w 1] ¥ 1 y y
contributions of the body, ; :

Resolved, That we meet this afternoon at 2olclock "
Adjoutned, with prayer by Rev. H. Eagles.

B

June Oth, Afternoon Session.
Prayer by Rev. 0. Spragg. Minutes'of morning session
reatl’dnd approved. " U o e
J sgan ataiag di torr saggeblntiatl o
R L
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In accordance with the recommendation of the Committee
on Questions in Letters, it wag

Resolved, That Bro. T, H, Porter, Jr., be ﬁppo!nted to predch the As-
sociational Bermon next year, that Bro, E, N, Archibald be his alternate,
avd thut Bro, M, P, Freeman write the Cirenlar e

The Report on 'l'eug)erance wag submitted and adopted,
(Appendix F.) The Committee having recommended the
reading of the communication from Riverside Lodge before
the whole body, upon hedring it, aftér temark, it ‘was

Resolved, That the Clerk be anthorized on behalf of the Association to
forward a courteous reply. '

No communication having beei received from the Church
at Threé Rivers, Pi B. L., for three years, Rev. J. Davis
was appointed to make inquiries and report to the next
Association,

The Committee appointed to suggest Improvements in
the management of the Association reported. Report ac-
cepted, and after remarks by Revds. J. Davis, B, Seott, D.
A. Steele, J. F. Kempton, T. H. Porter, Jr., Isa. Wallace,
W. George, J. Chase, J. E. Balcom, C. Chute and Bro.
W. Faulkner, slightly amended, and adopted  clause by
clause. (Appendix G.)

Report on the Christian Messenger submitted. Remarks
were made by Revds. J, Davis, J. E, Balcom, and the Re.
port adopted. (Appendix H.)

Leave of absence was granted to Revds, J . Chase and
W. George.

The Association then suspended to give room for the
annual meeting of the N. S, Baptist Home Missionary
Society. :

On resuming, the Report on Missions was adopted. (Ap-
pendix I.)

Resolved, That the usual blanks for Letters with the addition ofa page
for S8abbath School Statistics be sent to the Churches, and that the ex-
pense be met as before,

The account of the Infirm Ministers’ Fund was presented
and adopted. i

Resolved, ThatP$30 be paid to the Sydney Church for Rev, G.
Richardson,

The Treasurer of the Association was ordered to pay over
the various monies to the respective Boards,
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Resolved, That the eordial thanks of this Assqciation are hereby ten-
dered to the Baptist Church and Congregation at Upper Londonderry,
and other friends in the vicinity for their kind hospitalities during the
present session.

Resolved, That the thanks of this body be tendered to the other De-
nominations  who. have opened their houses of worship to us for
preaching. w3

Minutes read and approved. :

The Union Hymn was sung, and the Association ad-
journed to meet next year with the Church at Pugwash, the

first Saturday in July, at 10 o’clock A. M.

D. W. C. Dimock, Moderator.
T. H, PorTER, Jr., Clerk.

Upper Londonderry, July 9th, 1867.

Lpros

= ~
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Place of
Ordination.

N River, PE1
Long Island.
Guysboro,

5, 1865/ Parrsboro,

24, 1865/Sydney.

7, 1850 Westchester,
A Chipman ..... € + 10 ieoiNov 16, 1862 River Philip.
D WO Dimock. [Truroses, ..z, Deg -6, 1841|Chester,
3 Davissueiens|C Town, PEI. 1829/Southsea, G B,

i o eque, PEI..
Wm George ., .. [Little River, ..
J F Kenipton. ..|Mar; ¢e, C B ra,C. B,
Geo F Miles ,...]Amherst 1846/ Newcastle, N B,

h
H Edgles. vouv. (86 Mary's .e..:.. 1842|Kempt, Hants,
M P Free v/ |duly - a

}ohnflfllllllet..... giclo:o l; ) o....is-iéés a.. %‘;-..;.';...
- Jose u «s {Guysboro +es o|Oct 29, uysborough,
D M‘;Keen,n:{'.. L l;mka, accan,|Sep . 13, 1865(River Hebert,
R McDonaldy., .| Margaree, C B ... Aug;28, 1853 Margaree, C B,
Saml McLeod...|Uigg, P ET . saves . asavellons. asens enses
W MoPhea ...... | Baddeck, C B.....|Tuly 10, 1863| Guysboro,
T H Portet, Jr..|N Sydney, C B..:[Nov '6, 1861|Lr, Stewiacke,
Malcom Ross-..| West River, P I{June'3, 1843|N Riyver, PE 1,
Hugh Ross ..... N Sydney, g,B «ss|Sep 1847|Mira Bay, C B,
Geo Richardson. |Sydney, O B. ,...|Mar 25, 1822(Hmds Pldins,
James Reid. ....|Bass i 6F. ssocfJulte  1840|Onslow,
John Shaw . ....|East Point, P E'1,10ct. 14, 1832|Thres Rivers,
ONBIOW s vbe 10naes Sep 18, 1832(P E Island,
<sese sueoslJune 20,(1865 Waolfville,
Thompson <.} Economy vvs:yysl8ept 1862 Westbrook.
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Bivenlar Gedter

—— TN ——

From tHE EastEry Nova Scorra BapTisT AssooIATION
1o THE CHUROHES OF WHICH IT I8 COMPOSED.

Dear Brethren and :Sisters.in the Lord,—

After some thought, and, we hope, prayer, we have de-
termined to invite your attemtion in this annual address to
The Duty-of Christian Women in Social: Religious
Meetings. Sy

This subject is approached on this: occasion only from a
conviction of the tmportance of its Scriptural: presentation
before you. We might otherwise be deterred from its dis-
cussion in this form and time by a feeling of diffidence, as
we are aware that; not only in our own Churches, but also
in- other “evangelical. Denominations. there exists on this
subject a-diversity of opinion and'practioe, and that among
these entertaining: and inculcating ‘views opposite. to what
may here be presented ‘are to be found the names of men
distinguished both: for piety ‘and - Scriptural lore. On
anpther-hand we might be tempted to: discuss this subject
on the present ovdasion and in the present: manner, namely,
from the assuréd consciousness we have that the sympathy
and corrresponding action of the great part of the Sister-
hood,  and ‘indeed of the gemeral membership, in our
Churches - in - this . Province are with us in the views we
entertain.’ R :

But it may. be asked,-Whenge the appropriateness or sm-
portance of presenting this_topio in the: present Oireular,
when its consideration can be: strictly applieable: anly: to a
part—the female ‘portion-—of aur -Church members ; and

when, by general opinien and ‘asgent, the sympathy and’

ractice. of eur: Churches. in:this :respect are orthodox
hat. our subject admits onl{ of partial application might
at first seem to be the case, but on a little ' maturer thought
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it will scarcely be questioned

£

that the theme now chosen

a8 to do in no insignificant measure with the responsibility
and spiritual progperity of all classes composing our church
membership. As to the practical or theoretical sympathy
and persuasion of a large or small portion, of fow or
many Christian Churches, or of one or more religious de-
nominations on any subject we well know that is alone
constitutes no infallible - criterion of judgment and action.
% «To the law and the testimony ; if men speak not ac-
cording to this word, it is because there is mo light in
them,” saith God. * The Bible, the Bible only, is the re-

ligion of Protestants,” said th
and justly, provided his diotum

e immortal Chillingworth—
be understood as referring

to right, obligation, or duty, rather than to fact.
At the present time it may be profitable to consider our

subject in its bearing on the publio preaching service ot the
Sanctuary, on our Monthly Conference, and our Social

Prayer Meetings.

Aiming, as already intimated, to bring an. unbiassed
judgment to this discussion, and to keep in mind solely the
importance of Scriptural views of this department of female

hristign eftort, we invite you,

brethren and sisters in the

Lord, also thus influenced, now earnestly 'to inquire :

“ What say the Scriptures ?”

There are three passagos bearing directly on the position

and duty of Christian women
House of God. It is nedessary
those passages. Tn'1 Qor. 11

in certain services of the
first to cite and examine
4,.5,18, 14, 15, we read

that: ‘ Every man praying or prophesying, having his

head covered, dishongreth his
that' (prophesieth) or (prayeth)
dishono;oepth her ‘head ; for that

head. But every woman
with her head wnocovered
is even all one as if she

were. shaven. Judge for yourselves : is it comely that a
Woman pray to. God uncovered ? Doth not even nature
itself teach you that if & man have long hair, it is a shame

to him ? "But if a woman have

long: hair it is a glory to

her; for her hair is given her for a covering ;" algo in’ the

same epistle, Chap. 14, 84, 85

: ““Let your women keep

silence in the ehurches ; for it is not permitted to them to

speak, but to be under obedien
And'if they will learn anything,
at home ;. for it is ;& shams fo

06, as also saith the law.
let them ask their husbands
r women :to speak in the
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church ;” and in 1 Tim. 2: 11, 12, we read: * Let the
women learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer
not & woman to teach, not to uswrp authority over the man,
but to be in silence.” The two last of thése passages may
be viewed together. ' And we cantiot here do better than

note the comments of an emin®ntly candid and scholarly

hristian man of the present day. The folowing are his
remarks on these three puss:Fes: 1, The last two pas-
sages refur to the public soeial meetings of the churchés—
not to business meetings, or * church meetings ** technically
80 called. The Apostlo is treating of such public church-
assemblies or meeﬂba‘s for worship in 1 Cor. 14: 34, 35,
it we may infer anything from she preceding and following
context.

2. In such meetings fomales were to be silent. This
was the rule. Especially they were not to teach nor to
ask questions. I suppose they might properly dmswer
questions (so could a lad of twelve years oldg; but it was
not tHeir place to lead the ‘service, or ardy purt of it, in a
public. asbemibly of both sexes. I suppose the Apostle

would not hiave them even lead in Ynyer. Bat they miglit

glave an necount-of their own religious state if the church
sired it. In doing thiy they respond virtually to inquirids
which no one else can answer.

8, The first passsge probably refersto more private social
mbetings, whete it was thought proper to allow Christisn
worifeti the privilege of leading in prayer and of spesking
under the' specidl influende of thé Holy Spirit. Lastly;
‘The tiost d:&bm ﬁoiub to satthe is. this': has o change of
Jdireuthstances, & charge in the Bodial position of femules,
weidered: the tesohing of Paul inapplicable to Ohristian
somibn of the present day ? O this point I would spedk
with etition. It is unsafe to set aside apostolie precepts
without good grotmnds, The presumption is in. favor of
#hiéir Veitig of perpetial oBlipution, Bl they fiiay wot
dlwage b so, in the lotter of thed.”

Liet 8 now reévert aghin saore 'nﬁeulm,;lto-the pussages
tust cived, namely, 3 Cor. = 84, 85, and 1 Tim. 2: 11,135
« Lt your woinon ke%n:ilenw in the' churches 3 for,” &e.
The Apostle; sayé the living’ Commentator just quoted, is
here not referrigg do Busiwebss charch-meetings, but is
treating of Christise ssesmiblies or mestings for worship,
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where evidently the word, ¢hurch, is used in a not uncom-
mon New Testament acceptation, that of an assembly,
composed promispuously of Christists of both sexes, often
also incliding unbelievers, and such ¢on egation being
convened for the special purposes of my%:uy and prophe-
sying,~—which word, Prophesy, espeoinlf; in the New Testa.
‘ment Scripturés, fs fiot confined to the sense of predicting
under Divine fmpulses ‘fifure events, but  denotés in

eneral to-speak under 4 Divime infitence, whether in

oretelling fature events, in celebratin the praide of (Y6d.
in ihstructing othérs in the duties of religion, or in speaking
foréign Janguhges under that influence.” Tt may here alsg
be prémised that the word, speak, it the New estament,
as elsewhere, i3 employed in mmnt‘ acceptations, some-
times in the more general senge, at other timeg with a more
specific menning.

Any oné acquainited with the original laqgu;ge from
which oar En; lish Now Testament is 4 translation, 1§ aware
that there are i that tongue and in the Greek text of the New
Testament at loast thpee words meaning to speak ; one to
speak in the senbe of utteting definite words ; a second in
tfe sense of wttering definite ‘ahd connected words, or of
discoursing ; while a third word, béing also the one found
inl Cor. 14 34, 35; means to “use the voica withoyt any
Decessary Yeferetioe t0 the words spoken,” Hence differs
from the other two in having a more extensive signification,
and where modifled by the cﬂ‘n‘text and its adjunets may ge.

aud not unfrequently 1s, employed in the sense of teaching.
See for exampls T Peter 4 : 11, '« IfLa;n{ one speak, let
suke

him spedk a8 the oracles of God.” ke 5 : 4, in con-
nection with v. 8, also the pafbage now under consideration ;
“ Leg” &o. Not a, fow endeavor fo maintain that inas.
4s ‘xilénce * on the part of Christian woman is_here
njoined on apostolic authority, therefore their duty to
eep 4 hermetio seal on their Hps in all public promiscuous
assemblages has been at once and forever set ab rest. Al.
though;lgku thelr Christian brethren, they by a heart
experiends have knawn the salvation’s "jOyfu{' sound ”;
altﬁo God the sgl it has placed the new song of Re-
demption ' on their livinely opened lfgg.'lyet, on all such
occasions a8 those above included, the Bible requires them
ta be mute Chiristiang,
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Let us, however, beware that we do not go beyond
the Divine warrdnt in the nature or extent of our in-
 ferences and conelusions from this passage Let us impar-
tially examine the scontext, and we shall find that the
meetings here described in connection with the Corinthian
church were not simply social meetings for prayer and praise
and conference, but were proper? preaching and teaching
gervices ; lgt us here bear in mind that the word ¢ speak ™’
here means to teach and preach, that this is one of its legit-
imate and not unfrequent. New Testament meanings ; let
us interpret this passage in association with an interchange-
able one, already cited, and ocourring in snother inspired
letter of the same apostle (1 Tim. 2: 11, 12), and we shall
“ experience no difficulty in bowing witl/ acquiescent sub-
mission to the Diviné mandate enjoinig female silence in
guch assemblies as are convemed for' the purposes just
deseribed. For what Christian—male or fet::.{]e—in our
civilized day and land, maintains or believes that it is within
the proper sphere of Christian woman to ‘‘ usurp authority ”
over man in the way of public religious teaching any more

than in any other way. What Christian woman can be
found aspiring to so unseriptural and unenviable a distine-
tion? Does not civilized woman's natural modesty, her
and our instinctive sense of propriety, or ‘nature itself,”
as the inspired Paul puts it, suggest and enforce a silent
female respect and subjection to man on occasion of usmblic

religious preaching or teaching ?  Who at least would at-
tempt to maintain that she should take any leading dpaxt in
suchjexercises 7 'We contend that there is no essential differ-
ences of opinion here. The point in dispute and under

resent investigation is: Hag Christian woman a right and
is it her duty—not indeed to teach or in any way usurp
authority over man—but to speak and pray in more private,
or in more strictly social meetings than the publio preachin%
gervice, and if 80, under what cironmstances and influences
We may n&w refer for a few moments t]r 1 Oor.hll ;. 4, bs,
13, 14, * Every man praying or proj esying, having his
head covered,r;dhhongreéhy}nﬁis ‘heid.p Bﬂngvery wogmsn
that prayeth-or prophesieth,” &o. Here, 4. e in the Co-
rinthian’ church, manifestly existed the custom of allowing
Christian woman te pray and prophesy. In. the comments
dited in a former part of this letter, the opinion is advanced
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that this * passage probably refers to more private social
meetings.”  We do not see good authority for any material
distinction, as regards publicity between these meetings
and thobe spoken of in the 14th chapter of the same letter.
Again, it has been alleged that Paul in this chapter (the
11th), so far from granting or in any way sangtioning the
ggrmission of public praying or speaking on the part of

ristian females, virtually condemns the custom ; that is
to say, he gives attention to one innovation at a time. In
the 11th cilapter he expresses strong disapprobation of
woman praying or prophesying with her he uncovered,
positively condemns it on t{'e ground of its inconsistency
with instinctive female modesty and her appropriaté subor-
dination to man'; but defers cousideration and discussion of
the propriety of woman praying or prophesying either under
the actual influence or mere pretence of Divine inspiration,
until he reaches the 14th chapter, when he also explicitly
condemns ‘and positively prohibits that innovation on a
similar ground. *This may Ke afair deduction from the in-
spired Paul’s teaching on this topie.

But if. 50, it can be asked how its eonsistency can be
reconciled with the apostle’s commendatory references to
the fact that Christian women, ¢, g, * Enodie,” ** Syntyche,”
“ Tryphena,” ¢ Tryphoga,” and ““Persis the beloved,” had
““Jabored with him in the Gospel,” had becn his * helpers
in Christ Jesus,” and had even labored much in ‘the
Lord”?

As, however, all these Seriptural expressions are suscep-
tible of an interpretation—whether or not the eorreet one—
that explains away the necessity of there having been any
co-operation on the part of these sisters with Paul or other.
Christian brethren in the exereise of publie preaching and
teaching, their' citation, affords no indisputable evidence
that Paul countenances in prctice whaty as it would seem,
he forbade in precept. But when ‘the' Word of God is
opened at the prophecy ' of Joel, 2nd chapter; and we there
vead: * And it shall ‘come to pass afterward that T will
pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy ; also u onlthe servants and upon
the handmaids in those days will I pour out my Spirit ;” when
these words are quoted in ‘the Ifew Testament (Acts 2nd
chap’) as most significantly applicable to- and illustriously
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therein de-
in the scenes of the day of Pentecost
i:lriiill)leeg, lvl:'hen the explicit. statement, ¢ your son‘; x;ndhiggf
daughters shall prophesy,” * on my servanta and my hand.
maiﬁens 1 will pour out my Spirit, saith God *; v o0 ug
bear in mind therpeculiar force of the expmsfiwn;;le A bl
come to pasa in the last days,” as being applical Jo.
Gospel times, the Christian Dispensation; When, m:obat.im;
the case of Anna a prophetess is with manifeat app.(m 40
mentioned by Luke, a fellow-laborer and cqmp;n;mne al
Paul, we cannot conclude that Paul, either meil:d i o8
raet’ioe, interdicted women, becomingly vinﬂu l fom,
Prd ing and prophesying wnder extrgordinary s
f)ivxxneginapiratibn. And therefore his peremlztorv;vve}:h ir
dition, recorded in 1 Cor. 14th chapter, mus; gl
L e Tt i
me:lebe ;: :li:\l:fd 11111:;3, false pretences to mspx‘:la';lo:,a :r
::d‘ under its real influence, conduted, or ;hn bect:) miuy
time‘ conduct, in » maonner inconsistent with teelll;e pAPGIAE
modesty and subordination.. Cpnaequenzly wof ballars, Koes
Paul ¢ondemned, nat th: %ex’c:gt inﬂt‘:r ;:e:::ion; ol
i i se i , |
lglgltht. 0;.? me?ggript:?u inspired by Gad, we submit whether
* ;;;t:gflmg :::rai.;:’mtion of those three‘passage:si)f
Divine * law and testimony.”, I must, pow be 1%3;1:;) e g_
stated that these passages, in their separa;z :;stom pA
sideration, have mo direct bearing om B
churches, of encpuraging active pnuq;patxo? d g;i i yeters
in eertain socinl meetings. The ,pmrtmmst:ll . 'thxl:x gl
disonssed, have each and all, we certainly Ry, Glosh
eference to Christian women speaking in the byt By
pronching aad tonebing, of distating to oF otherw];;y sgoking
%o xareise insubordination fo man.: they. probah T
daih s il ol o i, 12
in.the Old Testament, times the specia’ p
T i o K
iri eborah, and Huldah were t
s Tﬁmfs.?& e g 1 g LI A SE
o e i are were women who afforded
:t:::c?i‘in m&:ﬁmﬁtﬁ&@ of Joel's prophecy (2 :
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28, 29). But the days of extraordinary Divine inspiration
aré now among the recorded events of the past. If there-
fore wonders of miraculous inspiration are not, in modern
times, to be looked for, it may be inquired what bearing has
the advancement of such instances on the present state and
Practices of our churches®  Just this bearing on the peint
in hand, that nothing is thereby proved, direetly or indi-
rectly, against the custom in most of our churches in respect
to the social exereise of gifts by the sisters, provided they
evince becoming natural modesty and subordination to men 3
moreover, that they indirectly sustain our practice, indeed
when interpreted in eonnection with other passages and the
general ten ir of the Scriptures, those cases of specially in-
spired women may be fairly said to afford a direct argu-
ment in favor of active participation in our time by Christian
females in social religious gatherings. For the whole
question connected with this matter turns on what Paul de-
signates “ natare,” or that instinctive sense of propriety
which woman, from the fact of her more delicately formed

constitution, physieal, mental, and emotional, than that of
man, and of her Divinely constitated subordination to man,

should ever exércise towards him, and which God and man
have a right to expeet from her. It is a shame for
women,” where are - agsembled godly or unrenewed men,

**to speak ” in a dietatorial manner. It is not ¢ comely."’
This is the drift and gist of Paul’s argument in respect to
the proper sphere of Divinely inspired or uninspired women.
And again we ask, whattrue man or woman here joins issue
with the venerable though * single-bodied " Paal ?

But now look again in the Old Testament, and
particularly the New, and see how appropriate it was
regarded for godly women, whether under the miraculous
or ordinary ‘influences of the Bpirit, to open ' their
lips on certain oocasions. Among the ' multitudes
whom John baptized and who personally and publicly
‘ confessed their sins,” promising’ to “bring forth 'fruits
meet for repentance,” were ‘there not female converts ?
And indeed, who * first saw and preached the risen Christ ?

hose women,” well remarks one, ‘ did not ¢ keep silence
in the:church.’ - Not they. ' They would have choked, and
smotliéred, and died, had they tried it. © They told the
blessed story i the first church. Nobody believed  them;
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it is true ; but that was not their fault, and women had not
always had such poor success  For who first preached the
Gospel in the city of Samaria? A woman. And she
caused a revival immediately. Her preaching was re-
markably blessed which would not have been the case had
it been against Christ's will and intention to permit woman
to speak or to teach.” Are we not also bound to believe
that ** Persis the beloved " and others who * labored in the
Lord,” oftentimes—with the Divine a proval—ventured to
proclaim * the truth as in Jesus " ere their lips always
hermetically sealed where brethren were assembled for pur-
noses connected with the great salvation? It is unscrip-
tural and absurd to advance such an idea.

Assuredly also, if language conveys any meaning it
plainly declares, in Acts 1: 13, 14, that converted women
lifted up their voiees in prayer, in company with Peter,
James, John, and other male disciples in that memorable
« upper room,” during the' days and nights that elapsed
between the ascension of the Saviour and the Pentecostal
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. To cite but one more
scriptural example, in the 12th chap. of the Acts we read :
« Peter theretore was kept in prison ; but prayer was made
without ceasing by the church unto God for him” ; again,
after Peter's miraculous escape, when he had considered
the thing, he came to the house of Mary, the mother of
John, whose surname was Mark, where many were gathered
praying” Not the first intimation is made that in this
company, brethren only engaged in earnest and incessant
prsger for Peter's deliverance.

ow some of these sisters preached and taught ; more-
over we have no reason to conclude that all, if indeed
many, of them ‘were specially inspired by God. There may
be derived a strong scriptural argument in_ favor of those
cases of a similar character which have not unfrequently
ocourred since the Divine inspiration ceased. - We refer to
such noble iastances as are afforded by the life and labors of
Mrs. Flizabeth Fry, who have been emphatically called ¢ the
female Howard ;" whose active exertions and pious zeal
in administering to the moral and Spiritual wants of the
wretched, will hand down her name to posterity as a benefac-
tress of mankind.” ‘W e refer also to the Bible women of Eng-
land, and partieularly those associated with Mr. Spurgeon’s
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church. How visible and radiant with the Divine benedic-
tion have been the seals of the labors of those *¢ ministering
spirits.”  Far be it from us, padlocked by certain conven-
tionalisms, or biassed by certain prejudices, to say of the
Christian labors of such women, in smaller or larger promis-
cuous assemblies, the thing i3 unseemly ang must be
checked. \Vomen, it may be, long ere ¢ the earth shall
become full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters
cover the sea,” will—under Divine impulses—be pressed
far more gen=rally than to-day into active and ubﬁc ser-
vice in the cause and kingdom of Christ. Still we firmly
believe, that neither Scripture mor ** nature,” as Paul
termed it, teaches that, as a rule, the exercise of preaching
and teaching in public assemblies of both sexes belongs to
the appropriate sphere of Christian woman.

An attempt has indeed been made to base an argument
on behalf of woman’s rights, civil and religious, on the

change of times and different customs of nations. As it
bears on our subject it has been put in this form, ¢ Were

Paul's rather extinguishing orders in regard to women in-
tended to apply to the women of all times and all countries >
May it not be that the injunction which that single-minded
and single-bodied Apostle to the Gentiles laid so straitly
on to some of those naughty Greek churches, hardly yet
clear from the grossness of idolatry, were intended solely
for the necessities of that time and oase?” Has not * 8
change of circumstances, a change in the social position of
females rendered the teaching of Paul inapplicable to Chris-
tian women of the present day "

By some the Pauline charge to ¢ keep  silence in the
churches” has been regarded as having no more reference
to these expressions in ‘the same connection about the
* veiling” of women in public. This, however, appears to
us untenable ground, or at least ground extremely difficult
to hold. ¢ !lgl:e presumption respecting apostolic precepts
is in favor of their perpetual obligation.” Moreover, in
the present case, ** the veiling of women " in public assem-
blies, in civilized communities, is essentially still observed,
still enjoined ; that is to say, a distinction of this kind ‘be-
tween ‘the sexes is: still preserved to indicats womanly
modesty and perhaps her subordination to man. We
therefore conceive this argument to be of little force, and
would not attempt to build on it a theory or practice.
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What now are just and Seriptural conclusions from the
foregoing examination and discussion? One such conclu-
sion is inevitably this. Let Christian women * keep si-
lence’’ in promiscuous assemblies gathered for purposes of
religious instruction, in other words to hear and impart
preaching, prophesying, or teaching. Let them not attempt
to teach there. Let them not ordinarily enter ‘‘ the sacred
desk,” or mount the preacher’s platform, give out the songs
of praise for the entire congregation, lead them all in
prayer, attempt to expound the Word of God in a set dis-
course, and ultimately pronounce the benedicticn. It is not
her place to lead such service or any part of it in a public
agsembly of both sexes.

But while a careful examination of Scripture induces us
heartily to concede this, we at the same time find in the
Word of God, in; the instances already cited, clear and
abundant sanction of a young or old female friend raising
in a social meeting and asking the prayers of God's people ;
of a converted woman relating openly before a church of
Chureh of Christ her Christian exp:rience, and the whole or
any portion of it oftentimes afterwards, either in the
social conference or in the more general prayer-meeting.

* In doing this,”" remarks one, **they respond virtually
to  inquiries which no one else can answer.” Regard it,
then, if you choose, as a catechetical exercise. Their
brethren in Christ desire to know what the gracious Lord
has done, is doing, for them, and they for Him. How can
they learn this unless Christian females answer for them-
selves ? Furthermore we do not see it all unseriptural or
in any way improper for woman occasionally, in a general
prayer-meeting, to take a subordinate part in prayer, and
inviting sinners to the Saviour. Assuredly such gatherings
are not preaching and teaching services, technically so
oalled, although religious instruction, Christian edification,
may not unfrequently form an appropriate part and result
of the more social exercises. The prayer and conference=
meetings are intended for a free expression and interchange
of Christian experience and of interceurse with God, pri-
marily for His glory, secondarily for our benefit-and that of

any unrenewed souls present. In their spirit and aim they
are not foreign from social meetings of Old Testament
times, when ** they "—women as well as men—** that feared
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the Lord spake often one to another, and the Lord hearkened
and heard "—uwith blessed approbation, as the propheey of

Malachi and the “ book of remembrance,” to be aunfolded
on ““ the day of Jesus Christ ” will show. ““:\

Thus far we have felt it becoming in us to treat this
subject in a somewhat tender or interrogative manner. Be-
fore closing this address to the churches composing this
Association we feel no hesitation in affirming that the reli-
gious exercises and efforts, of which mention has just now
been made, are, in substance, Divinely enjoined on our
Chrigtian sisters, and that enconrsgement of such partioi-
pation in them is Divinely required of our brethren.

OQur brief experience and observation have also taught
us that-where such crosses are taken up -and borne by our
sisters in Christ, they, with solitary exception or two, find
such duties to become precions privileges to themselves and
almost a means of positive blessing to others both saints and
sinners,

Go where you will among our Baptist churches in this
Province, or e. g. in neighboring New England, in pursuit
of the happiest religious freedom, life and active usefulness,
you will find such elements in largest exercise where sisters
freely take part in the social conference and general prayer-
meeting. Visit, for example, at the present time, in that
intellectual city of Boston, Mass,, * Union Temple ”
Church; and you will gratefully discover that in & sovial
weekly gathering of ‘ six or geven hundred’’ people under

the auspices of that church, the anqmaly of mute Christians
is not there partially countenanced, is soarcely known ; but
you will behold the believing sister truly happy, and longing
and successfully endeavoring to make others happy, On
the other hand pass into a prayer. or covenant-meeting of
a church we now have in mind. in the same oity, whose con-
gregation for the more publio services of the Sabbath is
respectable, and who listen to very sound and, instructive
preaching, the strong food of the %Vord, the ‘beaten ail of
the Sauctuary, bu into whieh churoh wealth, pride, fashion,
and religious conventionality have found prevalent admis-
sion ; the tender utterances of Christian woman's heart will
not there fall on your ear and awaken warm and holy sym-
Pathies in your spiritusl natuze ; but yon will discover a
sparse attendance of brethrem and sisters, & fow from the
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world, and will probably become conscious of an uncom-
fortable formality and apprehensive of a low state of reli-
gious life in that church. Other causes than female silence
in the social meeting have doubtless contributed to that
spiritual declension and cold formality, but has not the
pressure 1aid on the sisters’ lips been one fruitful cause ?
An acqusintance with the entire history of that church
would, we feel persuaded, reveal that as a fact.

The same statements, it is to be feared, are becoming to
some extent true of our churches in Nova Scotia. The piety,
life, and useéfulness of all} churches in which such custom
has been discountenaneed until fallen into disuse,
have, in our firm opinion, suffered thereby serious
detriment. We here express our conviction that the,
perhaps, growing decline among the sisterhood in our
churches of the exercise of their gifts in'the place of social
prayer and conference, may be accounted for, in the pride
of the human heart—a reluctance to bear the cross of pub-
licly owning the Saviour's name,—in connection with a few
general opinions and dissuasions drawn rather from without
than within the Bible, or resulting from a misapprehension of

Paul's celebrated female interdict. Were the large-hearted -

and evangelical Paul living ‘on earth to-day we truly believe
he would encourage and enjoy the sisters’ communications
in the social religious meetings.

We have sought to discuss our subjeet mainly from: the
highest point of consideration—duty. Much, however,
might be added on behalf of our sisters, as also of brethren
not a few, in respect to the precious privilege of such liberty
when freely and becomingly exercised. Many of us, from
experience and observation, can endorse the following re-
mark of one of our brethren recently out from England :—
«T do not know what would become of our meetings, if it
were not for the sisters in Christ.”” May the time never
come when the warm-hearted sympathy and gospel simpli-
city 'of female piety shall be forbidden free expression
throughout the social meetings of our body.

We have written, as the province of this letter more es-
pecially required, only for our churches and chiefly to those
comprised within this Association. It may, however, not
be irrevalent to close this letter with' an extract from an
eminentChristian man and collegiate Professor in connection
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with another evangelical denomination. We give also a brief
preface to this quotation from the pen of a Baptist. ¢ While
1n some Baptist churches the old custom of expecting the
sisters to take part in prayer and exhortation is falling into
disuse, our Congregational churches are be inning to feel
that here is a source of moral power they have too long
negleeted. Prof. Tyler, of Amherst College, says: < In
the church-meeting, and the social and neighborhood
prayer-meeting, which is, or should be, like a Samaly
circle of  Christian brothers and sisters, there is a sphere
in which the warm hearts and eloquent lips of out intellec-
tual, educated, cultivated women may ﬁe employed - to a
greater extent than they have yet been, to impart new light,
and life, and 'joy, and grace, and strength to the church,
without impairing in the least the mo esty, decency and
refinement which elong to their sex. And the pastor, who
is 0 afraid of new lights and wildfire, or of a general con-
flagration, as to repress, instead of develo%ing this power,
puts under a bushel what might be one of the chief lights of
the Church.and the world in the latter days.” The only
fault we have to find with these timely remarks of Prof.
Tyler is that he thug limits the duty and privileges of fe-
male utterance in the,churoh-meeting, &e. to “ the intellec-
tual and edueated” sisters. ‘ The warm hearts and elo-
quent lips” of many comprising the sisterhood of our
churches: and of other ehuroges, who are not intensely * in-

tellectual * or highly « educated,” have, nevertheless, been
Divinely touched and taught, and thus rendered quite
capable of profitably entertaining the church and the uncon-
verted when assembled in a social Christian oapacity.




A ppendix.

(4)
ON EDUCATION,

The Committee on Education beg to report that they
contempldte with pleasure the progress made during
the past year in this department of our operations.

Our Academiep at Horton are in an efficient state,
and have been accomplishing a good work. The
number of ' students in nttengauce has been large.
The Female Seniinary is commanding the confidence of
the public, and students from far and near seek to en-
joy its advantages. In order, however,that this Semi-
nary may meet the growing demands of the people, and
become what the Denomination réquire, new and en-
larged buildings should be erected. The Male Academy
is ably conducted under the Principalship of the Rev.
T. A. Higgins, assisted by other efficient teachers. Your
Committeée have pleasuré in recommending heartily
this Institution as a first-rate Collegiate Academy and
worthy the coufidence of parents snd guardians who
may wish to send their sons abroad.

Acadia College has also been doing a good work
during the year. Thirty-two studentsiuveﬁ;een in at-
tendance, and it is expected that the Freshmen Class
for next year will be much larger than for many years
past. The Professors have ri(ﬁlly merited the respect
and confidence of the Baptists of these Provinces. As
a Literary Institution our College compares favorably
with others in this country. In consequence, however,
of the remarkable impetus recently given to the cause
of general Education in this Province our Institutions
must advance. No to do this will be to retrogade. Our
College imperatively demands an increased endowment
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in order to its greater efficiency, and an appeal to its
friends is contemplated at an early date.

Your Committee review with satisfaction the work
already accomplished by us in the cause of Education,
but believe that renewed and strenuous effort is essen-
tial to the prosperity of our Imstitutions.

Other denominations are making commendable pro-

ress, and as Baptists we must not allow ourselves to

© surpassed in this good work. The diffusion of a
sound }J)Educntion among our sons and daughters is of
the utmost importance. And  since the advance-
ment of our denomindtion seems intimately connected
with the progress of our institutions of Learning, your
Committee beg to commend these institutions, and es-

ecially our beloved College, to the prayers and
iberality of the Churches.

Respectfully submitted.

Isa. WavrLack, Chairman

(B)
ON ‘QUBSTIONS IN LETTERS,

The : Committee on Questions: in Letters beg to
report as follows:

1. Two letters have bsen sént to the Association, both
of them' purporting to cote from the Church at Onslow.
The Committee baving read and considered them, ad-
vise the adoption of the following resolution :

Resalved, That this Committee recommend that tffe

said letters be submitted to & private session of the As-
socigtion,

2. 1t has been intimated in several of the lotters
from Prince Edward Island, that the Istand Churches
have it in contemplation to: constitute themselves into
a distinct Associntion. ' In view of which circumstanee
the Cemmittes would suggest o the Association the
adoption of the following resolation 1
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Resolved, That the Association request that the Island
Churches send 'a formal expression of their wishes to
the Association of next year, in order to such further
actionas may seem desirable for the above object.

8. Your Committee recommend that the next Associ-
ation be held at Pugwash.

4. It having been asked, in one of the letters to the
Association, * What should be done with members of
churches who refuse to contribute towards the support
of the Gospel ministry :” the Committee would recom-
mend that the Association answer as follows :

Labor with them as the Scriptures direct.

0. Cuutg, Chairman.

! ©
ON DEPARTED BRETHREN.

Your Committee on Departed Brethren have t¢
to the list of those who have joyfully exchanged
worlds since our last Association, the name of abeloved
father in the Ministry, the Rev. D, P. McQuillan, who
died at his own residence at Mira Gut, Cape Breton, on
the 26th day of May last.

For more than 30 years our dear brother labored
successfully in the Gospel Ministry. As a preacher he
was faithful, affectionate, earnest and systematic. As
a counsellor he was wise.. As a Christian—he was con-
sistent—and as a neighbor he was respected and be-
loved. Those who knew him most intimately loved
him most ardently. His life was one of toil ang suffer-
ing—his death was peaceful—and his rest is glory.

our Committee would also mention the name of
Brother Henry J- Gesner, who: died at Mira, Cape
Breton, January 20th, 1867. .

Brother : Gesner ' was: a Licentiate from the Mira
Church, and & very earnest and acceptable preacher
of the éospel. He labored, while in the work—which
was about 3 years—altogether beyond his strength;
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often preaching eight times in one week. And as a conse-
quence, his health failed, leaving him a great sufferer for
many months. During all he was calm; chieérful and re.
signed.” Though his pain was exoruciati , he never com-

plained. He waited anxiously but patiently the coming of
the Master.

Respeotfully submitted.
J. F. Kexrrox,

(D)
ON SYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE.

The Committee on Beweficence would report. that in the
absence of evidenoe that any ohurch, not previously work-
ing it, has tried the plan recommended at; the last two ses.
sions of this Association, they would the propriety of
some system .being adopted  that wo:iT be likely to meet

ith gemeral acceptance.

Should the Association not [feel disposed to put another
in operation, your ,Committee oan only earnestly reaffirm
the statements and s estions of last year,

- Respectfully submitted,
T. H; Porrez, Jr., Chairman,

®
ON COLPORTAGE.

The Committee on Cel e beg to report:

That in the past they have witnessed t goed result-
ing from efforts performed by ons in gi?deputment of
Christian, labor; and in,view of wants and: demands in'con.-
Rection with this Associstion, we see, the importance of en-
; g at.once in.this'werk. . i

o e eannot send the living, proacher. to. declare the un-
'searchable riches of Christ, let ua not. fail to sestter God’s
word faithfully translated; and ;books and ;periodioals con-
“aining dectrines. and ordinanees, ‘dear . to us as.g denomi-
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it mation, and enforced upon every believer in Christ, as set 1. T
i forth in the Word of Divine truth. A.M,
i Submitted. ill the
i GEeo. F. MirEs. 2. T
| the lett
' prepare

to cond

®) 3. /T

ON TEMPERANCE. o takp

tion an

Your Committee on Temperance beg leave to report as speaker

follows : ) place f

That they regard intemperance as a great moral evil, gg'ea:lhe

destroying the peace, comfort, and eternal well-being of “Z ;’l'

myriads of the human family. This demoralizing influence § ..
has not been corfined to the world but has entered the thon “b"f
churches of Christ and exerted a withering influence upon e Wio

many of its members. While we recognize' Temperance , ‘;’ E]’
effort 'as the duty of the Christian Church, and would call K:ro" >
loudly upon all its members to exert themselves in the pro- 6"“5;

motion of the cause of Temperance, believing that every ith
member of our churches should abstain from all intoxica- w19.
ting drinks, we'at the same time rejoice that ‘we ¢an lend a ¢ b 1:1’
helping hand to aid those organizations which seek in com- °ﬁ. a
1on with us to save our fellow-men from the dire results of | © ered,
intemperance. ;
Respectfully submitted.
Janes Newcoms, Chairman.

L A A it b e
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(@)

ON IMPROVEMENTS IN. MANAGEMENT. The O
The Committee ap oint,ea to suggest Improvements in re]’-)l‘oll;:z ’
the Management of the Asociation, beg leave to report : depend;n
Your Committee are of opinion that one of the main de- § ,orned it
signs of an Association should be the spiritual edification of | ;orang o
its members ; that 'whilst this'is largely secured by the or-§ * mp.¢ o
-/ dinary exercises engaged in while mmuuotips publio busi- § 15t 15 exc
‘ness, itis niot-s0 ' completely and’ fully as is'desirable ; we being bus
.therefore recommend : :
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1. That the Association do henceforthmeet at 10 o'olock,
A. M, on Saturday, and  continue its sittings it necessary,
till the following Wednesday evening;

2. That. immediately on tge usemﬁling of the Association
the letters be handed in to the Clerk, who shall retire and
prepare a list of the Delegates. Moantime the Moderator
to conduct devotional exercises till 12 o’clock.

3. ‘That the Committee. of Arrangements be empowered
to take supervision of the more prominent ‘ topics, Educa-
tion and Missions, and that the appointment. of the first
ss\eakers be committed to them ; that they also appoint the
place for the succeeding Association together with. the
preacher of the Associational Sermon and the- writer of the:
Circular Letter. '

4. That in connection with the Sabbath-School Conven-
tion & concert be held, and that a session be set apart to
the whole subject.

5. That a sermon be preached every morning at 10
o’clogk, the: preachers to be appointed by the Committee of
Aruniements. .

i

& hat the Committee on Temperance be dispensed
W

9. That the Moderator will, at his option, in the intervals

of business, cause s hymn to be sung or prayer to be
offered, ' ‘

Respectfully submitted. ;
; " .D. A. 8tERLE, Chairman,

. (H)
ON « CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.”

The Committee on thie Chpristion  Messenger beg leave to
reportis’ o0 - [ oh 3 LT

That, as:the best iriterests of the denomination are largely
dependant: on our weekly periodical, it'behooves all con-
cerned to give serious ‘and constant attention to this im:
portant mater: o1 o0 % (0 ‘

That we learn with mucR concern that the subscription

list is exceedingly limitod, the number of ‘paying subscribers
being bus oo TR -
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That while our thanks ave 'due 'to the present proprietor
for his suceessful and ' praiseworthy efforts in’earrying. on
the, enterprise, we foel'that'#t is'out of the question to have
a first-rate- religions petiodioal’ without a"large  edito¥ial

staff ; , J _

We would, therefore, strongly urge the brethren to' se-
cure such a subseription list as will place ‘the managerin‘a
position to obtain the best editorial talent; and thus 'inake
the paper more fully the printed educator of the chitirelies.

Submitted:

D A. Breevg, Chairman.

i a)
ON, MISSIONS.

Your Conmnittee report that thé causé of Missions, Home
and Foreign, always has upon us no leas than Divine elaims,
;h: work beingffs:lﬁ'];i’w' b! sih’ rigin aid’ ever ﬁ‘nga ’g:e

ireet agency of the Divine Spirit, but yet committed to the
ohurcl;xgn' f”mla.-a'f»eogagmpot’;’wmwagmy,for
earry::ﬂ!dn‘ that ‘work to'a miost trivmphaiit’ consummation.
The calls for our prayers, our monpey and men have been at
no time more full .goemﬁ'thm now. ~ As’the' annual
report’ of our Home Mi Board is te be pre-
"sented during this session, we. would simply direct prayerful
attention to the low state of the funds, and to the very
numerous and pressing requéts ik our letters of this year,
for aid, in men and means.

Your Coinmittee. ave much gratified 40’ Jearn'of the new
impulse given to our French Mission at the last Western
Association/ thys making. it poskible to retsin the T M.
premises in Tusket. They cannot do better than here to
adopt: & resolution passed dt: that: Association; namely,
« That/the French' Mission isi an; hibportant instrument of
useﬁzh:‘;r, md:shodgs hullmth ‘dthpcrm“;ml%az. -
aty.” ey commend it still to the prayers '8 i0
this Amofam ! it o

.Our. Foreign Mission s at the ‘present; tithe not - less
interestinﬁ than the Home, nor its claims o us/at all
, diminished.
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Until one or more men:be secured to 0 forth to Burmah
from our own land, we recommend that, is addition to indi-
vidual efforts, each chureh, of any considerable numbers.
aud strength, be urged to su porta native teacher.

Respectfully submitted.

A. Curemax.
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