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PREFACE
This volume covers plenary working papers submitted 

to the Conference on Disarmament during its 1986 sessions relating to the subject of the Prevention of Outer Space. an Arms Race inIt has been compiled to facilitate discussions and research on the outer space issue.
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3 December 1985

(Extract.)

c5?ifiioc2 c:i Dmaaac3E:ii
ENGLISH
Original: SNGLISH/RUSSIAN

I2TTER DATED 28 OCTOBER 1985 FRCM THE PERMANENT HEPRESENTAÏIVE OF 
THE PEOPIE’S REPUBLIC OF 3ULGARIA ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF 

THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT TRANSMITTING 'THE TEXT OF THE 
DECLARATION OF TEE MEMBER STATES OF THE 7AR2A7 TREATY 
ORGANIZATION ADOPTED AT THE MEETING OF THE POLITICAL 

CONSULTATIVE COMMETTES HELD IN SOFIA ON 
22 TO 23 OCTOBER 1985

1 have the honour to transmit herewith the text of the Declaration adopted 
by the top-ranking representatives of the People's Republic of Bulgaria, the 
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, the German Democratic Republic, the 
Hungarian People's Republic, the Polish People's Republic, the Socialist 
Republic of Romania and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics at the 
Meeting of the Political Consultative Committee of the TJarsaw Treaty Organization, 
held in Sofia on 22-23 October 1985.

I should like to request you to have the text of this letter and the 
Declaration circulated as an official document of the Conference on Disarmament.

(Signed) RDNSTANTIN TBLLALCV 
Ambassador,

Permanent Representative

Reissued for technical reasons.
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Annex

DECLARATION ISSUED ON 23 OCTOBER 1985 AT SOFIA BY THE POLITICAL 
CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OF THE WARSAW TREATY ORGANIZATION

The highest-level representatives of the People's Republic of Bulgaria, the 
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, the German Democratic Republic, the Hungarian 
People's Republic, the Polish People's Republic, the Socialist Republic of Romania 
and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics assembled in Sofia on 22 and 
23 October 1985 for a meeting of the Political Consultative Committee of the 
Parties to the Warsaw Treaty, reviewed in detail the situation in Europe and 
exchanged views on the key issues of international relations as a whole, devoting 
prime attention to the urgent tasks of the struggle to eliminate the nuclear threat 
and tc strengthen peace. A fruitful discussion of the urgent problems relating to 
the further development of co-operation among the States Parties to the Warsaw 
Treaty also took place.

States

Aware of their responsibility to their peoples and to mankind for the fate of 
peace in Europe and the rest of the world and guided by their desire 
positive breakthrough in the present alarming development of international 
the participants in the meeting jointly make the following Declaration:

to make a
affairs.

I

In recent years international tension hes sharply increased, 
moved closer to the point beyond which events could get out of hand.The world has

The arms race is on a swiftly rising curve, 
medium-range nuclear missiles in 
precipiated a new dangerous situation 
Union and some other socialist countries

The deployment of United States 
a number of Western European NATO countries has

on the continent and has forced the Soviet 
to take counter-measures.

Of particular concern is the threat of 
space, which would destabilize the overall 
space into a new

an extension of the arms race to outer
strategic situation and transform outer

source of mortal danger to mankind.

The causes of the mounting tension and of 
policy of imperialism and primarily that pursued by the United States, which does 
not conceal its intention to achieve military superiority in order to dictate its 
wixl to other peoples and States.

the threat of war are rooted in the

Under no circumstances will 
the security of their peoples, 
neither win they allow military 
firmly opposed to the 
balance of forces

the States Parties to the Warsaw Treaty sacrifice 
They are not seeking military superiority, but 
superiority to be established over them, 

arms race and its escalation, and advocate maintaining a 
at the lowest level.

They are

OP*
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A turn for the better in international affairs recuires a new oclitical 
approach corresponding to the realities of the present-day world, as well as mutual 
restraint. Urgent measures are necessary to end the arms race and prevent its 
extension into outer space and to achieve a sharp reduction in armaments and 
nuclear weapns in particular.
.he great importance of the Soviet-Amerlean talks in Geneva on the range of issues 
related to space and nuclear weapons, both strategic and medium-range. 
participants in the meeting support the constructive stand of the Soviec Onion 
aimed at practical success in averting an arms race in outer space and terminating 
it on earth, as well as its major new initiative, namely, the proposal for the OSSR 
and the United States of America to reach agreement on a total ban on space attack 
weapons and on a truly radical reduction by SO per cent of their nuclear 
capable of reaching each other's territory.

In this connection, the participants took note of

The

arms

The leaders of the allied socialist States are of the opinion that the 
forthcoming Soviet-American summit meeting should contribute to easing the present 
dangerous tension in the world, to decreasing the threat of war and to reaching 
mutually acceptable solutions designed to halt the arms race and to make real 
progress towards disarmament.

■



and the nuclear armstime is to halt the arms race,The cardinal task of our 
race in particular, and to proceed to disarmament.

me implementation of a number of priority measures hy fhe Soviet union and
t,e United Lt.. -Id ». a —,0, ra Ucal contr. u 10 _ln,

lr9C :"d„/ : ” ïu»Ï weapons,0including anti-satellite systems, a freer. 
and deployment °E p present ouantitative levels limiting to the maximum
of existing nuclear arms«dtog ”2 development, testing and stationing of new

ST™ *.C. weapons, and suspension of the deployment of medium-range 
<10ds and type, or v could Ce undertaken even before an agreement is
“’.cMd between «4 USSR and the United States on the entire set of ouest,ons

relating to nuclear and space weapons.

This

urgently demand the 
all nuclear explosions.The interests of halting the nuclear arms race 

implementation also of such a 
meeting expressed its support 
announced by the Soviet Union, 
its say.

Themeasure as a ban on
for the unilateral moratorium on suc£oexpl°*l°"o have

it is for the United States,Now

CD/645
English 
Page 7 - '
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USSR and the United States, 
for limiting the

increase of military budgets of the
would be an effective measureThe mutual non

starting with the next fiscal year, 
arms race in all its aspects.

The meeting expressed its support for the new proposal made by the USSR for

session of the General Assemoly of the United Nations. The implementation 
major initiative would provide mankind with reliable protection against the le . 
effects of an arms race in outer space and would also permit throug co 
efforts a decisive spurt towards new peaks in the development oc science an 
technology for the benefit of all nations.

of this

u 
o

Cu
 •
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(Extract)
CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT CD/647 v 

17 January 1986
ENGLISH
Original: RUSSIAN

LETTER DATED 19 DECEMBER 1985 ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE ON 
DISARMAMENT FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST 
REPUBLICS TRANSMITTING A TEXT ENTITLED "NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS MUST BE BANNED"

MADE PUBLIC ON 19 DECEMBER 1985

I hereby transmit to you a text entitled "Nuclear explosions must be banned" 
that was made public on 19 December 1985. I should be grateful if you would take 
the measures necessary to have this text circulated as an official document of 
the Conference on Disarmament.

(signed) M. SYTENKO 
Ambassador,

Permanent Representative 
of the USSR

•/ Reissued for technical reasons.
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hucleae explosions must be banned j

Only recently, yet one more, extremely dangerous aspect of nuclear 
experimentation has come to light:
Nevada, the United States of America is developing lasers excited by nuclear 
explosions with a view to employing such devices in the "star wars" in the 
compilation of plans for which the country's strategists are now busily engaged.

In a word, the continuation of nuclear testing constitutes a source of 
increased tension and military threat and deepens the mistrust between peoples.

It is for that precise reason that the Soviet Union has, from the very onset i 
of the nuclear age, consistently called, as it continues to call for the 
cessation of nuclear-weapon tests. It must be said that the efforts of the 
Soviet Union and of all peace-loving forces to that end have not been in vain.
In the early 1960s there was concluded a multilateral treaty that is now in 
force which bans the conduct of nuclear tests in three media. Under a treaty 
dating from 1974, the USSR and the United States agreed to limit the yield of 
underground explosions of nuclear weapons to lpO kilotonnes.
United States treaty of 1976 also introduced stringent rules with respect 
to underground nuclear explosions for peaceful purposes. Substantial progress 
was made in trilateral talks (involving the USSR, the United States and the 
United Kingdom) concerning the complete and general banning of nuclear-weapon 
tests, that is, their banning in all media : in the atmosphere, in space, under 
water and under ground.

in the boreholes and galleries of a base in

A Soviet-

Unfortunately, the 1974 and 1976 treaties have yet to be ratified, but that 
is not the fault of the USSR. Nor was it because of any initiative on our part 
that the tripartite talks were broken off.







tfîHOCZ On Di2Aa.MAiME:3T Retract)v V i CD/649
20 January 1986 
ENGLISH
Original : RUSSIAN

LETTER DATED 20 JANUARY 1986 ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT BY THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS TRANSMITTING THE STATEMENT 
OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE CPSU CENTRAL COMMITTEE,

MIKHAIL GORBACHEV, MADE ON 15 JANUARY 1986

I enclose herewith a statement by the General Secretary of the CPSU Central 
Committee, Mikhail Gorbachev, dated 15 January 1986. I should be grateful if 
you would make the necessary arrangements to have the statement circulated as 
an official document of the Conference on Disarmament.

; Signed) 7. Issraelyan
Member of the Collegium of the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
of the USSR, Representative of the USSR 
to the Conference on Disarmament

GE.86-60025
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- by THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE, MIKHAIL GORBACHEV

STATEMENT 
CPSU

How does the Soviet Union envisage today, in practical terras, the process 
of making reductions in nuclear weapons, both delivery vehicles and warheads, 
leading ultimately to their complete elimination? Our proposals can be 
summarized as follows.

within the next 5-8 years the USSR and the United States willStage one:
each reduce by one half the nuclear arms that can reach the other's territory. 
For the remaining delivery vehicles of this kind each side will retain no more 
than 6,000 warheads.

It stands to reason that such a reduction is possible only if the USSR 
and the United States mutually renounce the development, testing and deployment 
of space strike weapons. As the Soviet Union has repeatedly warned, the 
development of space strike weapons will dash the hopes for a reduction of 
nuclear weapons on Earth.

This first stage will include the adoption and implementation of the 
decision for the complete elimination of the intermediate-range missiles, both 
ballistic and cruise missiles, of the USSR and the United States in the 
European zone, as a first step towards ridding the European continent of 
nuclear weapons.

At the same time the United States should undertake not to transfer its 
strategic and medium-range missiles to other countries, while Britain and France 
should pledge not to build up their respective nuclear armaments.

The USSR and the United States should agree from the outset to halt all 
nuclear explosions and call upon other States to join in such a moratorium as 
soon as possible.

Ne propose that the first stage of nuclear disarmament should concern the 
Soviet Union and the United States because it is up to them to set an example 
for the other nuclear-weapon Powers to follow. We said this very frankly to 
President Reagan of the United States during our meeting in Geneva.
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^>"1: Hs^.^-ssssiu
The Soviet delegation in Geneva will be instructed to act in strict

cooDliance with that agreement. We expect the same constructive approach from
thePUnited States side, above all on the question of space. Space must remain the United States side, aoo^ ^ ^ deployed there. Neither should they be

also be the most rigorous control, including
relevant laboratories for inspection.

peaceful, strike weapons 
developed. 
opening up the

And there should

And it is time toItenkind is at a crucial stage of the new space age.

responsibility to the present and future generations. It is our P™ 
conviction that we should enter the third millennium not "lfch the star

but with large-scale projects for the peaceful exploration of space
starting practical work on such projects and their

of ensuring progress throughout
programme 
by all mankind, 
implementation.

planet and establishing a

We propose
This is one of the major ways

reliable system of security for all.our
from extending into space is to remove the

There is on the negotiating table inTo prevent the arms race 
obstacle to deep cuts in nuclear weapons.asthe comolete elimination of nuclear weapons. To reject the possibility of 
-«solving the problem of space means that one does not wish to stop the arm 

This should be stated in clear and straightforward terms, 
by chance that the proponents of the nuclear-arms race are also ardent

These are two sides of the same

It israce on Earth, 
not
supporters of the "star wars" programme, 
policy, which is hostile to the interests of people.
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(Extract.)CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT CD/650
29 January 1986 
Original : ENGLISH

LETTER DATED 1 FEBRUARY I9S6 FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL Or THE UNITED NATIONS 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT TRANSMITTING THE RESOLUTIONS 

ON DISARMAMENT ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS FORTIETH SESSION

I have the honour to transmit herewith the resolutions adopted by the 
General Assembly at its fortieth session, which entrust specific responsibilities 
to the Conference on Disarmament, 
are reproduced in the Annex.

ror the information of the Conference, I also have the honour to transmit 
herewith other resolutions and decisions dealing with disarmament matters, 
which were adopted by the General Assembly at its fortieth session.

In addition, other resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its 
fortieth session, which are related to disarmament matters, are listed in the 
Annex.

The relevant provisions of those resolutions

(Signed) Javier Pérez de Cuellar

GE .86-60069
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ANNEX

Resolutions dealing with disarmament mattersI.
Resolutions that entrust specific responsibilities to theU)
Conference on Disarmament

At its fortieth session, the General Assembly adopted the following 
resolutions entrusting specific responsibilities to the Conference on 
Disarmament:

"Prevention of an arms race in outer space"40/87

"Report of the Conference on Disarmament"

"Implementation of the 
tenth special session"

40/152 H
recommendations and decisions of the40/152 N
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(6) In resolution 40/87, operative paragraph 6 reiterates that the 
Conference on Disarmament, as the single multilateral disarmament negotiating 
forum, has the primary role in the negotiation of a multilateral agreement or 
agreements, as appropriate, on the prevention of an arms race in outer space 
in all its aspects; operative paragraph 7 requests the Conference on 
Disarmament to consider as matter of priority the question of preventing an 
arms race in outer space; operative paragraph 8 also requests the Conference 
on Disarmament to intensify its consideration of the question of the 
prevention of an arms race in outer space in all its aspects, taking into 
account all relevant proposals, including those presented in the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space at its 1985 session 
and at the fortieth session of the General Assembly ; operative paragraph 9 
further requests the Conference on Disarmament to re-establish an ad hoc 
committee with an adequate mandate at the beginning of its session in 1986, 
with a view to undertaking negotiations for the conclusion of 
agreements, as appropriate, to prevent an arms race in outer space in all its 
aspects; operative paragraph 10 urges the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
and the United States of America to pursue intensively their bilateral 
negotiations in a constructive spirit aimed at reaching early agreement for 
preventing an arms race in outer space, and to advise the Conference on 
Disarmament periodically of the progress of their bilateral sessions 
facilitate its work; and operative paragraph 13 requests the Conference on 
Disarmament to report on its consideration of this subject to the General 
Assembly at its forty-first session.

an agreement or

so as to



CD/byO 
Annex 
page 7

In resolution 40/152 ii, operative paragraph 1 expresses deep 
and disappointment that the Conference on Disarmament has not been

(22)
concern
enabled, this year either, to reach concrete agreements on any disarmament 
issues to which the United Nations has assigned greatest priority and urgency 
and which have been under consideration for a number of years; operative 
paragraph 2 calls upon the Conference on Disarmament to intensify its work, to 
further its mandate more earnestly through negotiations and to adopt concrete 

the specific priority issues of disarmament on its agenda, inmeasures on
particular those relating to nuclear disarmament; operative paragraph 3 once 
again urges the Conference on Disarmament to continue or to undertake, during 
its 1986 session, substantive negotiations on the priority questions of 
disarmament on its agenda, in accordance with the provisions of the Final 
Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly and other 
relevant resolutions of the Assembly on those questions; operative paragraph 4 
calls upon the Conference on Disarmament to provide the existing ad hoc 
committees, including the Ad Hoc Committee on the prevention of an arms race 
in outer space, with appropriate negotiating mandates and to establish, 
matter of urgency, the ad hoc committees under item 1 of its agenda, entitled 
"Nuclear Test Ban", on the cessation of the nuclear-arms race and nuclear 
disarmament and on the prevention of nuclear war; operative paragraph 5 urges 
the Conference on Disarmament to undertake, without further delay, 
negotiations with a view to elaborating a draft treaty on a nuclear test ban; 
operative paragraph 6 also urges the Conference on Disarmament to intensify 
further its work on the elaboration of a draft convention on the prohibition 
of the development, production and stockpiling of all chemical weapons and on 
their destruction; operative paragraph 7 once again calls upon the Conference 
on Disarmament to organize its work in such a way as to concentrate most of 
its attention and time on substantive negotiations on priority issues of 
disarmament; and operative paragraph 3 requests the Conference on Disarmament 
to submit a report on its work to the General Assembly at its forty-first

as a

session.

In resolution 40/152 N, operative paragraph 5 calls upon the 
Conference on Disarmament to proceed urgently to negotiations on the cessation 
of the nuclear-arms race and nuclear disarmament and on the prevention of 
nuclear war, to undertake and intensify negotiations on the prevention of an 
arms race in outer space and to elaoorate drafts of treaties on a 
nuclear-weapon-test ban and on a complete and effective prohibition of the 
development, production and stockpiling of all chemical weapons and on their 
destruction; and operative paragraph 7 invites all States engaged in 
disarmament and arms limitation negotiations outside the framework of the 
United Nations to keep the General Assembly and the Conference on Disarmament 
informed on the status and/or results of such negotiations, in conformity with 
the relevant provisions o-f the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session.

(23)
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resolutions dealing with disarmament nattersOtherb)
At its fortieth session, the General Assembly also adopted the following 

resolutions dealing with disarmament matcera.

3 ? à

/

"Bilateral nuclear and space arms negotiations"40/152 B

3

Resolutions related to disarmament mattersII.
session, the General 
related to disarmamentIt should also be noted that, at its :ortietn 

the following resolutions which areAssembly adopted 
matters:

5

"International co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space”40/162
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G antral
Distr. 
GENERALïy
A/RES/40/37 
14 January 1986

fortieth session 
Agenda item 57

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

[on the report of the First Committee (A/40/964)]

Prevention of an arms race in outer space40/87.

The General Assembly.

Inspired by the great prospects opening up before mankind as a result of man’s 
entry into outer space,

interest of all mankind in the exploration and use ofRecognizing the common 
outer space for peaceful purposes,

including the MoonReaffirming that the exploration and use of outer space, 
and other celestial bodies, shall be carried out for the benefit and in the 
interest of all countries, irrespective of their degree of economic or scientific 
development, and shall be the province of all mankind,

Reaffirming further the will of all States that the exploration and use of 
outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, shall be for peaceful 
purposes,

Recalling that the States parties to the Treaty on Principles Governing the 
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon 
and other Celestial Bodies, 1/ have undertaken, in article III, to carry on 
activities in the exploration and use of outer space, including the Moon and other 
celestial bodies 
United Nations
promoting international co-operation and understanding,

„, in accordance with international law and the Charter of the 
, in the interest of maintaining international peace and security and

1/ Resolution 2222 (XXI), annex.
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Reaffirming, in particular, article IV of the above-mentioned Treaty, which 
stipulates that States parties to the Treaty undertake not to place in orbit around 
the Earth any objects carrying nuclear weapons or any other kinds of weapons of 
mass destruction, install such weapons on celestial bodies or station such weapons 
in outer space in any other manner,

Reaffirming also paragraph 80 of the Final Document of the Tenth Special 
Session of the General Assembly, 2/ the first special session devoted to 
disarmament, in which it is stated that, in order to prevent an arms race in outer 
space, further measures should be taken and appropriate international negotiations 
held in accordance with the spirit of the Treaty,

i
r

Recalling its resolutions 36/97 C and 36/99 of 9 December 1981, as well as 
resolutions 37/83 of 9 December 1982, 37/99 D of 13 December 1982, 38/70 of 
15 December 1983 and 39/59 of 12 December 1984,I

Gravely concerned at the danger posed to all mankind by an arms race in outer 
space and in particular by the impending threat of exacerbating the current state 
of insecurity by developments that could further undermine international peace and 
security, retard the pursuit of general and complete disarmament, and risk creating 
obstacles to the development of international co-operation in the peaceful uses of 
outer space,

;

:•ü

Mindful of the widespread interest expressed by Member States in the course of 
the negotiations on and following the adoption of the above-mentioned Treaty in 
ensuring that the exploration and use of outer space should be for peaceful 
purposes, and taking note of proposals submitted to the General Assembly at its 
tenth special session and at its regular sessions and to the Conference on 
Disarmament,

Noting the grave concern expressed by the Second United Nations Conference on 
the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space over the extension of an arms race 
into outer space and the recommendations made to the competent organs of the United 
Nations, in particular, the General Assemoly, and also to the Committee on 
Disarmament, 3/

Convinced that further measures are needed for the prevention of 
in outer space, an arms race

2/ Resolution S-10/2.

2/ Ss® Report of the Second United Nations Conference on the Exploration and 
Peaceful Use of Outer Space, Vienna, 9-21 August 1932 (A/CONF.101/10 and Corr. 1 
and 2), paras. 13, 14 and 426. The Committee on Disarmament was redesignated the 
Conference on Disarmament as from 7 February 1984.
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context of multilateral negotiations for preventingRecounting that, in the 
an arms race in outer space, bilateral negotiations between the Union or soviet 
Socialist Republics and the United States of America could make a significant 
contribution" to such an objective, in accordance with paragraph 27 of the Final 
Document of the Tenth Special Session,

Noting with satisfaction that bilateral negotiations between the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America have begun in 1985, on 
a complex of questions concerning space and nuclear arms, both strategic and 
intermediate-range, and in their interrelationship, with the declared objective of 
working out effective agreements aimed, inter alia, at preventing an arms race in 
outer space,

Anxious that concrete results should emerge from these negotiations as soon as 
possible, as was urged in resolution 39/59,

Taking note of the section of the report of the Conference on Disarmament 
relating to this question, 4/

Welcoming the establishment of an Ad Hoc Committee on the prevention of an 
arms race in outer space during the 1985 session of the Conference on Disarmament, 

exercise of the negotiating responsibilities of this sole multilateral 
negotiating body on disarmament, to examine, as a first step at this stage, issues 
relevant to the prevention of an arms race in outer space,

Mindful that consensus had not yet been reached in the Conference on 
Disarmament on concrete proposals tor re—establishing the ad hoc committee on 
question during the 1986 session of the Conference on Disarmament,

Recalls the obligation of all States to refrain from the threat or use of 
force in their space activities?

in the

this

1.

Reaffirms that general and complete disarmament under effective
shall be used exclusively for 

arena for an arms race?

2.
international control warrants that outer space 
peaceful purposes and that it shall not become an

Emphasizes that further measures with appropriate and effective 
provisions for verification to prevent an arms race in outer space should be 
adopted by the international community?

Calls upon all States, in particular those with major space capabilities, 
to contribute actively to the objective of the peaceful use of outer space and to 
take immediate measures to prevent an arms race in outer space in the interest of 
maintaining international peace and security and promoting international 
co-operation and understanding ?

3.

4.

Official Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement4/
No. 27 (A/40/27 and Coer. 1), sect. Ill.2.
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Reguest3 the Secretary-General to invite Member States to submit their 
views on the possibility of enhancing international co-operation in the field of 
preventing an arms race in outer space and the peaceful uses of outer space, 
including the desirability of estaolishing relevant machinery for that purpose, and 
to submit a report to the General Assembly at its forty-first session;

5.

Reiterates that the Conference on Disarmament, as the single multilateral 
disarmament negotiating forum, has the primary role in the negotiation of a 
multilateral agreement or agreements, as appropriate, on the prevention of an arms 
race in outer space in all its aspects;

6.

Reguests the Conference on Disarmament to consider as a matter of 
priority the question of preventing an arms race in outer space;

7.

Also requests the Conference on Disarmament to intensify its 
consideration of the question of the prevention of an arms race in outer space in 
all its aspects, taking into account all relevant proposals including those 
presented in the ad hoc committee on the prevention of an arms race in outer space 
at its 1985 session and at the fortieth session of the General Assembly ;

3.

Further requests the Conference on Disarmament to re-establish an ad hoc 
committee with an adequate mandate at the beginning of its session in 1986, with a 
view to undertaking negotiations for the conclusion of an agreement or agreements, 
as appropriate, to prevent an arms race in outer space in all its aspects;

9.

Urges the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of 
America to pursue intensively their bilateral negotiations in a constructive spirit 
aimed at reaching early agreement for preventing an arms race in outer space, and 
to advise the Conference on Disarmament periodically of the progress of their 
bilateral sessions so as to facilitate its work;

10.

11. Calls uccn all States especially those with major space capabilities, to 
refrain, in their activities relating to outer space, from actions contrary to the 
observance of the relevant existing treacies or to the objective of preventing an 
arms race in outer space;

12. Invitas Member States to transmit to the Secratary-General, not later 
than 1 April 1986, their views on the scope and content of the study being 
undertaken by the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research 5/ on 
disarmament problems relating to outar space and the consequences of 
extending the arms race into outer space, and requests the Secretary-General to 
convey the views of tne Meraoer States to the Advisory Board on Disarmament Studies 
for consideration in order to enaole it, in its capacity of Board of Trustees of 
the Institute, to give the Institute such possible guidance with respect to the 
elaboration of ita study as it may derive from those views;

5/ See A/40/725, paras. 47-54.
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Bilateral nuclear-arms and space-arms negotiations

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 38/183 P of 20 December 1983 and 39/148 B of 
17 December 1984,

Welcoming warmly the resumption on 12 March 1985 of the bilateral negotiations 
at Geneva between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of 
America,

Noting that in their joint communiqué of 8 January 1985 the two Governments 
agreed that the subject of these negotiations is a complex of questions concerning 
space and nuclear arms, both strategic and intermediate-range, with all these 
questions considered and resolved in their interrelationship,

Noting that the agreed objective of these negotiations is to work out 
effective agreements aimed at preventing an arms race in space and terminating it 
on Earth, at limiting and reducing nuclear arms and at strengthening strategic 
stability,

Noting also that the two sides believe that ultimately these negotiations, 
just as efforts in general to limit and reduce arms, should lead to the complete 
elimination of nuclear weapons everywhere,

Noting further that both the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the 
United States of America have expressed their readiness to keep the other States 
Members of the United Nations duly informed of progress in their bilateral 
negotiations, in accordance with paragraph 114 of the Final Document of the Tenth 
Special Session of the General Assembly, 1/

Convinced that, through negotiations pursued in a spirit of flexibility and 
with full account taken of the security interests of all States, it is possible to 
reach agreement,

Firmly convinced that an early agreement in these negotiations, in accordance 
with the principle of undiminished security at the lowest possible level of 
armaments, would be of crucial importance for the strengthening of international 
peace and security,

1. Calls upon the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
the Government of the United States of America to spare no effort in seeking the 
attainment of their agreed objective in the negotiations, in accordance with the 
security interests of all States and the universal desire for progress towards 
disarmament)

2. Urges the Governments of the two States concerned to work actively 
towards the achievement of that objective in order to enable the negotiations to 
make substantial progress;

3. Expresses its firmest possible encouragement and support for these 
negotiations and their successful conclusion.

117th plenary meeting 
16 December 1985
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CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT

LETTER DATED 3 FEBRUARY 1986 ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE 
ON DISARMAMENT BY THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE MONGOLIAN PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC TRANSMITTING A STATEMENT BY THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE 
MONGOLIAN PEOPLE'S REVOLUTIONARY PARTY AND GOVERNMENT OF THE MONGOLIAN 

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC DATED 20 JANUARY 1986

I have the honour to transmit herewith a statement by the Central Committee 
of the Mongolian People's Revolutionary Party and Government of the Mongolian 
People's Republic dated 20 January 1986.

I should be grateful if you could have this statement circulated 
official document of the Conference on Disarmament.

as an

(Signed) L. BAYART 
Ambassador

Permanent Representative
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE MONGOLIAN PEOPLE'S 
AND GOVERNMENT OF THE MONGOLIAN PEOPLE'S 

REPUBLIC

STATEMENT BY THE 
REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

The Central Committee of the Mongolian People's Revolutionary Party and e 
Government of the Mongolian People's Republic wholly and entirely support the 
new large-scale proposals and initiatives by the Soviet Union contained in the 
statement by Comrade M.S. Gorbachev, General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the CPSU, dated 15 January 1986. They constitute a carefully weighed, 
concrete programme for the gradual reduction and elimination prior to the end 
this century of nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction that is fully 
consistent with the spirit of Geneva and the objectives of the materialization

opportunity for the achievement ofof that spirit. They open up a new 
mutually acceptable and strictly controllable disarmament measures.

The Soviet Union's decision to prolong the unilateral moratorium on all
three months demonstrates its willingness oO 

of limiting and eliminating nuclearnuclear explosions for a further
consistently forward along a coursemove 

weapons.
In the Mongolian People’s Republic, the statement by Comrade M.S. Gorbachev 

is seen as yet another manifestation of the political will and tireless 
aspiration of the country of the Soviets radically to resolve the cardinal 
problem of our age, the problem of disarmament, to halt the arms race on tarth 
and prevent its extension into space, to free the planet from nuclear, chemica- 
and other types of weaoon of mass destruction, and to save humanity from the

founded on the principles orThe Soviet proposals arethreat of nuclear war. 
equality and identical security.
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CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT

Agenda for the 1986 session and Programe of Work 
of the Conference on Eisairaraenô

(Adopted at the 336th plenary meeting held on 

The Conference on Disarmament, as the 

promote the attainment of 
international control.

The Conference, taking into account 

of the documents of the first and 
devoted to disarmament, will deal with 
disarmament and other relevant measures

4 February 1986) 

multilateral negotiating forum, shall

general and complete disarmament under effective

inter alia , the relevant provisions 

second special sessions of the General Assembly 

the cessation of the arras race and 

in the following areas:

Disarmament adopts the followingWithin the above framework, the Conference on 
agenda for 1986 which includes items that, in conformity with the provisions 01 

Section VIII of its rules of procedure, would be considered by it:

VJ
1
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Pro'graflane of Work
28 of its Rules of Procedure, the Conference on

the first part of itsIn compliance with rule 
Disarmament also adopts the following programme of work for

1986 session:

in outer space.Prevention of-àn ■arffls race ■
of nuclear car, including all related3-14 March 

17-21 March
Prevention
matters.



.

.

-



»

■

j 1



(Extract)
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14 February 1986

ENGLISHOriginal «

LETTER DATED 14 FEBRUARY 1986 ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF ^ 
THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THr, 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TRANSMITTING THE TEXT OF A DOCUMENT 
ENTITLED "JOINT STATEMENT" ISSUED BY THE UNITED STATES

SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS ON
21 NOVEMBER 1985

OF AMERICA AND THE UNION OF

transmit herewith the text of a document entitled, 
"Joint Statement" issued by the United States of America and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics on 21 November 1985 at the conclusion or t..e

of the United States Ronald Reagan and
of the Communist Party of the 
19-21 November 1985. 

for the Statement to be issued as an

I have the honour to

meeting between the President 
General Secretary of the Central Committee 
Soviet Union Mikhail Gorbachev in Geneva, I would
request that you make arrangements 
official document of the Conference on Disarmament.

Donald Lowitz 
United States Representative 

to the Conference on Disarmament

(Signed):
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JOINT STATEMENT

By mutual agreement, President of the United States Ronald Reagan and 
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the

AttendingGeneral Secretary 
Soviet Union Mikhail Gorbachev met in Geneva from 19-21 November.

the United States side were Secretary of State George Shultz ;
the President Robert McFarlane;

the meeting on
Chief of Staff Donald Regan; Assistant to

the USSR Arthur Hartman; Special Advisor to the President andAmbassador to
the Secretary of State for Arms Control Paul H. Nitze; Assistant Secretary o

for European Affairs Rozanne Ridgway; Special Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs Jack Matlock. Attending on the Soviet side were 
Members of the Politburo of the Central Committee of the CPSU, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs E.A. Shevardnadze ; First Deputy Foreign Minister

Korniyenko; Ambassador to the United States A.F. Dobrynin; Head of the 
Department of Propaganda of the Central Committee of the CPSU, A.N. Yakovlev; 
Head of the Department of International Information of the Central Committee 
of the CPSU L.M. Zamyatin; Assistant to the General Secretary of the

State

G.M.

Central Committee of the CPSU, A.M. Aleksandrov.

In their meetings, agreement was reached on a number of specific issues. 
Areas of agreement are registered on the following pages.

The President and the General Secretary discussed the negotiations on 
nuclear and space arms.

They agreed to accelerate the work at these negotiations, with a view to 
accomplishing the tasks set down in the Joint United States-Soviet agreement 
of 8 January 1985, namely to prevent an arms race in space and to terminate it _ 
on earth, to limit and reduce nuclear arms and enhance strategic stability.
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14 FEBRUARY 1986 ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OFLETTER DATED
THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 

SOCIALIST REPUBLICS TRANSMITTING THE TEXT OFUNION OF SOVIET 
A DOCUMENT ENTITLED "JOINT SOVIET/UNITED STATES STATEMENT" 

THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS AND THE 
. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ON 21 NOVEMBER 1985

ISSUED BY

I have the honour to transmit herewith a document entitled "uoint 
Soviet-United States Statement", of 21 November 1985, which was issued at the 
conclusion of the meeting between General Secretary of the Central Committee^ 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union Mikhail Goroachev and President of

in Geneva from 19 to 21 November 1985.the United States Ronald Reagan

I would kindly request you to make the necessary arrangements for 
the Statement to be circulated as an official document of the 
Conference on Disarmament.

(signed) V. ISSRAXLYAN
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JOINT SOVIET-UNITED STATES STATEMENT

By mutual agreement, General Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union Mikhail Gorbachev and President of the 
United States Ronald Reagan met in Geneva from 19 to 21 November 1985. 
Attending the meeting on the Soviet side werei Member of the Politburo of the 
Central Committee of the CPSU, Minister of Foreign Affairs, E.A. Shevardnadze ; 
First Deputy Foreign Minister G.M. Korniyenko; Ambassador to the United States 
A.F. Dobrynin; Head of the Department of Propaganda of the Central Committee 
of the CPSU, A.N. Yakovlev; Head of the Department of International 
Information of the Central Committee of the CPSU, L.M. Zamyatin; Assistant to 
the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the CPSU, A.M. Aleksandrov. 
Attending on the United States side were* Secretary of State George Schultz; 
Chief of Staff Donald Regan; Assistant to the President Robert McFarlane; 
Ambassador to the USSR Arthur Hartman; Special Adviser to the President and 
Secretary of State for Arms Control Paul H. Nitze; Assistant Secretary for 
European Affairs Rozanne Ridgway; Special Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs Jack Matlock.

In their meetings, agreement was reached on a number of specific issues. 
Areas of agreement are registered on the following pages.

the President discussed the negotiations onThe General Secretary and 
nuclear and space arms.

CD/668 
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They agreed to accelerate the work at these negotiations, with a view to 
accomplishing the tasks set down in the Joint Soviet-United States agreement 
of 8 January 1985, namely to prevent an arms race in space and to terminate it 
on Earth, to limit and reduce nuclear arms and enhance strategic stability.
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20 FEBRUARY 1986 ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OFLETTER DATED
THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 

SOCIALIST REPUBLICS TRANSMITTING THE TEXT OFUNION OF SOVIET 
A MESSAGE DATED 18 FEBRUARY 1986 FROM THE GENERAL SECRETARY

MIKHAIL S. GORBACHEV, TO THEOF THE CPSU CENTRAL COMMITTEE,
CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT

transmit the text of the Message datedI have the honour to 
18 February 1986 from the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
CPSU, Mikhail S. Gorbachev, to the Conference on Disarmament.

I should be grateful if you would kindly make the necessary arrangements 
to have this Message circulated as an official document of the Conference on 
Disarmament.

(signed) V. ISSRAELYAN
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GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE CPSU CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 
MIKHAIL S. GORBACHEV, TO

MESSAGE FROM THE THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT

the representatives of States who have gathered for 
Disarmament.I extend greetings to 

a regular session of the Conference on
The Soviet Union takes a most responsible approach to its participation

it understands that disarmament isin the Conference on Disarmament, because
towards establishing new and equitable international

It is precisely disarmament which, bythe main avenue
arrangements and building a safe world.

material and intellectual resources, would permit tneir use 
, for achieving economic development and prosperi-y.releasing enormous 

for constructive purposes
Mankind has come to a watershed in its history, when it has to choose 

which road to follow, either it will overcome the inertia of the past, when 
regarded above all in terms of a position of strength and of

it will remain hostage to a race in
chemical and, in future, other equally awesome weapons.

security was 
military and technological solutions, or
nuclear,

and what would lead toHiis choice between what is prompted by reason 
catastrophe can only be made by all States together, regardless of their 

their level of economic development.social system or

This should be a courageous and responsible choice, and it depends to no
Disarmament ifsmall degree upon the States represented at the Conference on

Now it is no longer enough to devise palliative solutionsit is to be so.
that would slow down the arms race in some areas only to allow it to surge
ahead at double speed in others.

In other words, the time has come for us jointly to take major strides
so that security fortowards ridding our planet of nuclear and other weapons 

each of us will also mean security for all.

Guided by these considerations, at the start of this year tne 
Soviet Union has put forward a comprehensive plan whose central element is a 
steo-by-step programme for the elimination of nuclear weapons. 
that the sword of Damocles which has been hanging over the peoples since the 
tragedy of Hiroshima and Nagasaki should be definitively and irrevocably 
removed by the end of this century.

It is only fair that the first crucial step should be made by the 
Soviet Union and the United States, which possess the largest nuclear 
capabilities, with the other nuclear Powers following suit.

We propose

deeply convinced that there is only one direct way of ridd_ngWe are
mankind of the nuclear threat — to eliminate nuclear weapons themselves. 
Objectivelyit is a fact that the development and deployment of 
weaponry would inevitably spur on the arms race in every area.

effective international ban should

"Star Wars"
This is why it

is necessary that from the very outset an 
be imposed on space strike arms.
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THE PRESIDENT OF THE-4 FEBRUARY 1986 ADDRESSED TOFROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE 2?
TRANSMITTING THE TEXT OF A 

VIETNAMESE LEADERS CONCERNING THE 
THE CP SU CENTRAL COMMITTEE,

LETTER DATED
CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT 
THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF - -ET Nr-M

"STATEMENTS BYDOCUMENT ENTITLED
CF THE GENERAL S— C-'-:.-a^Y vF 
MIKHAIL GORBACHEV, MADS ON 15 JANUARY 1986"

I have honour to transi-. herewith a statement of 21 January 198«by 
TRUONG CHINH, Chairman of the Counci- o- -tate —

of 16 January 198o oy
Council of Ministers or tne

His Excellency Mr.
Socialist Reoublie of Viet Nan? and a statement

PHAM VAN DCNG, Chairman of tr.eHis Excellency Mr.
Socialist Republic of Viet Nan.

the necessary arrangements 
the Conference 

I intend to max2 in

if vou would kindly maxe
-ad as an official document ofI should be grateful

these statements circulât 
in connection vitn

to have
on Disarmament, 
plenary concerning item 3 of

tne statement f 
Conference's agença.the

assurances of my highest consideration.theAccept, Sir,
NGUYEN THUCNG: Signed)

Ambassador,
Permanent Representative
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VIETNAMESE LEADERS CONCERNING THE STATEMENT 
GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE CPSU CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 
MIKHAIL GORBACHEV, MADE ON 15 JANUARY 1986

STATEMENTS BY 
OF THE

On 16 January 1986, the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the 
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, PHAM VAN DONG, made the following statement to 
the TASS correspondent on the subject of the important statement by the 
General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, Mr. Gorbachev: "The 
Soviet Union's constructive spirit pervades the programme, which contains

designed to rid our planet of nuclear, chemical and other weapons of 
mass destruction, and opens up for mankind the marvellous possibility of 
achieving its age-old dream of building durable peace on Earth. 
comprehensive peace proposals concern the fate of the generations of today and 

The USSR's decision to extend its unilateral moritorium on all 
nuclear testing is eloquent proof of its clear, unvarying position and of its 
goodwill.

2.

measures
These

of tomorrow.

The appeal by Mr. Gorbachev, General Secretary of the CPSU Central 
Committee, for an end to all threat of nuclear war is gathering widespread 
support from all sectors among all peoples throughout the world.

CD/672 
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This appeal will spur on the anti-war forces even more in their struggle 
for peace, life and the noble objectives of peaceful co-existence.

The Vietnamese peopleThis major document is of historic importance. 
wholeheartedly supports the realistic peace programme put forward by the USSR 
for the total elimination of nuclear, chemical and other weapons of mass
destruction and for the complete prohibition of the deployment of such weapons 
in space.

Together with the progressive forces of the world, we appeal to the 
United States of America and the other nuclear-weapon Powers to follow the 
example of the USSR and join in its initiative so as to advance together 
along the road towards the complete elimination of all weapons of mass 
destruction and thus strengthen the peace and security of the peoples of the 
world.
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LETTER DATED 10 MARCH 1986 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVES OF 
ARGENTINA, INDIA, MEXICO AND SWEDEN ADDRESSED TO THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT 
THE JOINT MESSAGE DATED 28 FEBRUARY 1986 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
COMMUNIST PARTY OF TE SOVIET UNION BY

OF THE DELHI DECLARATION OF 28 JANUARY

TRANSMITTING 
ADDRESSED TO 

AND THE
OF THE 

THE SIGNATORIES 
1986

Ten days ago, on 
Declaration issued

28 February 1986, the six signatories of the Delhi 
on 28 January 1985 have addressed a joint message to the 

President of the United States of America an<! the General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.

This joint message is closely connected with 
declaration which, as is well known, at the request of our four governments 
was reproduced as a document - CD/549 of 6 February 1985 - of the Conference 
on Disarmament. We would therefore appreciate it that identical 
given to the joint message whose text is

the above mentioned

treatment be
annexed to this lester.

(Signed) Mario Campora 
Ambassador
Representative of Argentina 
for Disarmament Affairs

(Signed) Alfred Sylvester Gonsalves 
Ambassador
Permanent Representative of 
India to the United Nations 
Ofrice at Geneva

(Signed) Alfonso Garcia Robles 
Ambassador
Permanent Representative of 
Mexico to the Conference on 
Disarmament

(Signed) Roi Ekius 
Ambassador
Permanent Representative of 
Sweden to the Conference on 
Disarmament
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Joint message dated 28 February 1986 addressed to the President 
of the United States of America and the General Secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
by the signatories of the Delhi Declaration of 28 January 1985

Dear President Reagan/General Secretary Gorbachevi

The world welcomed your summit meeting with General Secretary Gorbachev/ 
President Reagan last year, and the affirmation of your determination to 
achieve early results in the negotiations on space and nuclear 
concerned, however, that no concrete measures have as yet been agreed which 
would help to "prevent an arms race in space and terminate it on earth". This 
is a task of the utmost urgency for the future of humanity and the very 
survival of our planet is at stake. As long as nuclear weapons exist, there 
can be no security for the world. We all live confronting the awful 
possibility of our extinction in a nuclear holocaust, whether by accident or 
design. This is why we feel it is incumbent on us to do all that we can to 
avert this threat, and to build a new concept of global security without 
nuclear weapons.

arms. We are

The next summit meeting between you and General Secretary Gorbachev/ 
President Reagan, which is expected to take place later this year will in our 
view be a crucial opportunity for the two of you to agree on concrete steps to 
halt the nuclear arms race.

We believe that everything which can be done to create confidence and a 
positive atmosphere for such agreements at your summit should be encouraged. 
One such confidence-building measure would be for your two countries to 
refrain from any nuclear test in the period up to the summit meeting. This 
could pave the way for an agreement on a mutual and adequately verified 
moratorium for nuclear explosions. It would also facilitate the negotiation 
of a comprehensive test ban treaty.

We 'urge you not to authorize any nuclear test in the coming months before 
We are convinced that this would be seen, in the rest of the 

world, as a signal that the two of you at that meeting are prepared to draw 
practical conclusions from your joint statement in Geneva that "a nuclear war 
cannot be won and must never be fought".

the summit.

We reiterate our offer to assist in verifying any halt in nuclear 
tasting, to remove doubts about compliance and possible violations, 
assistance could include on-site inspection as well as monitoring activities 
both on your territories and in our own countries.

Such

You have a major responsibility for ensuring our common survival. People 
the world over will support every step that you take to bring us nearer the 
goal of freeing the earth from the threat of nuclear war.

Yours sincerely,

Raul Alfonsin 
Argentina

Rajiv Gandhi 
India

Miguel de la Madrid 
Mexico

Julius Nyerare 
Tanzania

Olof Palme 
Sweden

Andreas Papandreou 
Greece
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Originali ENGLISH

LETTER DATED 11 MARCH 1986 ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF‘THE 
CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF CANADA 
TO THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT, TRANSMITTING A COMPENDIUM OF' WORKING 
PAPERS ON THE PREVENTION OF AN ARMS RACE IN OUTER SPACE AND STATEMENTS 

MADE IN PLENARY ON THAT SUBJECT 1/

In my statement of 4 February before the Conference on Disarmament I 
announced that the Canadian Delegation would be making available to member 
delegations a compendium of working papers on the prevention of an arms race 
in outer space tabled during 1985 in the Conference and statements made in 
Plenary during the same period on that subject.

Arrangements have been made to deliver 50 copies of the compendium to the
I would be grateful if these could 

Additional copies are available directly
documentation office of the Secretariat.
be distributed to CD delegations. 
from the Canadian Mission.

J. Alan Beesley, 
Ambassador
Permanent Representative 

for Disarmament

A limited distribution of this Compendium in English only _ has been
Additional copies aremade to the members of the Conference on Disarmament, 

available from the Permanent Mission of Canada at Geneva.









iExüraec)
CD/634
27 March 1986CONFOEîICE vïi LlS.^A..lAni£.j «
ENGLISH 
Originali RUSSIAN

LETTER DATED 27 MARCH 1986 ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT 3Y THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS TRANSMITTING AN 
APPEAL FROM THE SUPREME SOVIET OF THE USSR TO THE 

UNITED STATES CONGRESS

I have the honour to forward the text of an appeal from the Presidium of 
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR to the United States Congress.

steps to have thisI should be grateful if you would take the necessary
of the Conference on Disarmament.official documenttext circulated as an

(Signed) V. ISRAc^/fXN
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APPEAL
PRESIDIUM OF THE SUPREME SOVIET OF THE USSR 

TO THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS
FROM THE

members of the Congress of the United States of Americai

On behalf of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, its Presidium^considers that 
it has the duty of addressing you in connection with a matter of exceptional 
importance - the immediate cessation of nuclear weapon testing.

Distinguished

of the Central Committee of the Communist Party ofThe General Secretary 
the Soviet Union, M.S. Gorbachev, has received a message from the leaders of

In it they recall that 
determination was expressed

Mexico, Tanzania, Sweden and Greece.Argentina, India,
at the Soviet-American summit meeting in Geneva, 
to achieve the speediest possible results at the talks on nuclear disarmament 
and disarmament in space. The message also includes a sound suggestion that 
the USSR and the United States should refrain from any nuclear tests until the 
next summit meeting.

As we know, a similar message was received by President R. Reagan.

In his reply M.S. Gorbachev said that the Soviet Union would refrain from 
conducting nuclear explosions beyond 31 March and until the first nuclear 
explosion was conducted in the United States.

decision the Soviet Union associated itself with the 
This means that there are now seven States

In taking this
opinion of the six countries. 
presenting the leadership of the United States with an urgent call for a

More than 1,000 million people live in 
They are joined by all those who

cessation of nuclear weapon tests, 
these States in different continents, 
cherish peace.

decision the Soviet Union has already been refraining
Over the same period the 

officially announced nuclear explosions, 
Thus the whole world can see the

By a unilateral 
from nuclear tests for more than seven months.
United States has carried out seven 
and is preparing an eighth for April, 
fundamental difference in the positions of the two States.

In their message to the USSR and the United States ^ the leaders of the 
six countries stated» "You have a major responsibility for ensuring our

for its part, fully recognizes this responsibility.
common

Itsurvival".
is ready to hold talks on the banning of nuclear weapon tests on any 
basia - bilateral, trilateral or multilateral. The ball is now in the

The USSR,

United States' court.

convinced that the arguments of those who oppose a mutual 
moratorium and the complete cessation of nuclear tests do not bear criticism.

We are

essential to verify theFor example, they say that tests are 
"dependability" of the United States’ nuclear weapons.
tests are being conducted for the purpose of modernizing them, enhancing uheir 

characteristics and destructive properties and creating new types of
In other words, their

In actual fact the

combat
weapons, including weapons for use in outer space. 
advocates are backing continued growth in the potential of weapons of mass 
destruction, even though those already in existence are capable of blowing up 
mankind and covering the planet with the dust of a graveyard. o



-
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ENGLISH
Original, RUSSIAN

LETTER DATED 3 APRIL 1986 ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT 3Y THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES A. I. OF 
THE PERMANENT MISSION OF POLAND TRANSMITTING THE TEST OF THE 
COMMUNIQUE OF THE MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE STATES PARTIES TO THE WARSAW TREATY 

HELD IN WARSAW ON 19-20 MARCH 1986

I have the pleasure to transmit herewith the text of the Communique 
of the Meeting of the Committee of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the 
States parties to the Warsaw Treaty held in Warsaw on 19-20 March 1986.

I should like to request you to have the text of this letter and the 
... Communique circulated as an official document of the Conference on 

Disarmament.

(Signed) Jerzy Zawalonka 
Chargé d'Affaires a.i.
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COMMUNIQUE ISSUED FOLLOWING A MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF 
MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE STATES PARTIES TO THE

WARSAW TREATY

On 19 and 20 March 1986, a regular meeting of the Committee of Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs of the States parties to the Warsaw Treaty on Friendship, 
Co-operation and Mutual Assistance was held in Warsaw.

The meeting was attended by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
People's Republic of Bulgaria, P. Mladenov, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the Hungarian People's Republic, P. Varkonyi, the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the German Democratic Republic, 0. Fischer, the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Polish People's Republic, M. Orzechowski, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Socialist Republic of Romania, I. Vaduva, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, E.A. Shevardnadze, 
and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic,
B. Chnioupek.

The Ministers exchanged views on the situation in Europe in the light of 
the overall state of international relations and prospects for their future 
development. They noted that the international situation remains strained and 
dangerous. Concern was expressed at the escalation of the arms race, 
particularly in nuclear arms, and actions being undertaken to extend the arms 
race to outer space. The United States and its NATO allies are speeding up 
the arms race in all respects. The unceasing deployment of United States 
intermediate-range missiles in a number of Western European countries provides 
grounds for serious concern. The imperialist policy of force and'interference 
in the internal affairs of other States is continuing. All this is increasing 
the risk of a global nuclear catastrophe, which threatens the destruction of 
life on Earth.

IV
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The States represented at the meeting fully support the programme for the 
total elimination of all stockpiles of nuclear and chemical weapons by the end 
of the present century, and the banning of space attack weapons, as put 
forward by the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union in his statement of 15 January 1986. 
underline the major importance of this programme, and declare their 
determination to spare no effort to ensure its implementation. 
eliminate the threat facing mankind, lead to fundamental improvement in the 
international situation and make it possible to abolish weapons of 
destruction forever.

They

This would

mass

The States parties to the Warsaw Treaty urgently appeal to the member 
countries of NATO, and first and foremost to the United States, the 
United Kingdom and France, to demonstrate realism and responsibility in 
order - taking into account the interests of both sides and all other States - 
to reach agreement on radical reductions in nuclear weapons and their 
subsequent elimination, as well as prevention of an arms race in outer space.

The elimination of weapons of mass destruction should be accompanied by 
corresponding reductions in conventional armaments and armed forces.
States represented at the meeting reconfirmed their position of principle and 
u.ieir proposals concerning issues related to disarmament and the strengthening 
of peace and international security.
observance of the principle of equality and equal security, as well as 
military balance at the lowest possible level.

The

They expressed support for strict

It was emphasized that, at the forthcoming Soviet-American summit 
meeting, attention should be focused on matters related to efforts to reach 
concrete agreements on halting the arms race - particularly in nuclear arms - 
on -arth, and preventing such an arms race in outer space. 
reach agreements at least on the cessation of nuclear weapons tests and the 
e-imination of United States and Soviet intermediate-range missiles in the 
European zone.

The meeting might
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8a?■

The Ministers stressed the importance of speeding up work at the 
Soviet-American negotiations on nuclear armaments and armaments in outer space 
as a step towards practical accomplishment of the task of preventing an 
race in outer space and halting the arms race on Earth, and achieving 
significant results for the benefit of all peoples. They support the 
constructive negotiating position of the Soviet Union aimed at this goal.

the extension

arms

placed on the need to prevent 
, and the need for outer space to be used 

for the benefit of mankind as a whole.
At the meeting emphasis 

of the arms race to outer space
is a» indispensable preccnditicn far

the programme for the militarization of outer space and those who become 
involved in it, as well as the danger which would be posed by the 
implementation of the plans put forward in certain^west European countries, 
such as the so-called "European defence initiative".

was
The

The States parties to the Warsaw Treaty, noting the urgent need to halt 
nuclear tests as an important measure which would improve the Internationa 
climate and a major step towards the elimination of nuclear weapons, appeal to 
the United States to cease all nuclear explosions, as the Soviet Union has 
done. The participants in the meeting welcome the statement made by the USSR 
that it will continue to refrain from conducting nuclear explosions after t 
expiry of its unilateral moratorium on 31 March this year, until the fir 
nuclear explosion in the United States. It is essential to do everything

the cessation of all nuclear explosions, 
of bilateral Soviet-American talks -

They 
or thepossible to reach agreement on

the participation of tte Vnit.d Kin,do» - 
on the complete and universal cessation of nuclear weapon tests, and also 
urged the holding of multilateral negotiations on this problem within .. 
framework of the Geneva Conference on Disarmament. Agreement was expresse

-aligned countries for the holding ofwith the proposal made by the 
consultations with a view to extending the prohibition in the

tests in the atmosphere, in outer space

non

1963 Moscow Treaty on nuclear weapon 
and under water to underground tests, which are not covered by tne .rea y.
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CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT
ENGLISH
Original, SPANISH

ARGENTINA

Working paper relating to item 3 on the agenda of the Conference on 
Disarmament, entitled^ "Prevention of nuclear war, including

all related matters"

The total elimination of nuclear weapons is the only way to make the 
world safe once and for all from the threat of nuclear war. 
nuclear arms race and ensuring nuclear disarmament calls for urgent 
negotiations on multilateral agreements, with proper verification measures, at 
appropriate stages, leading to,

(a) A halt to qualitative improvements in nuclear weapon systems>

(b) A halt to the production of all types of nuclear arms and their 
delivery systems, and to the production of fissionable material for military 
purposes>

3.
Halting the
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(c) A substantial reduction in the numbers of existing nuclear weapons, 
with a view to their subsequent elimination.

Until such time as negotiations begin on the multilateral agreements 
mentioned above, and as long as the nuclear weapon States retain their nuclear 
arsenals and continue the nuclear arms race in qualitative and quantitative 
terms, it is vital to adopt measures aimed at reducing the growing risk of a 
nuclear war.

4.

For these reasons, agreement should be reached on the following measuresi

(a) Declaration of a moratorium on nuclear weapon tests, with effective 
verification arrangements to ensure compliance.

(b) Ratification and strict observance of the nuclear arms limitation 
agreements concluded through the bilateral talks between the two major Powers, 
as well as full use of the consultation procedures provided for in those 
agreements.

(c) Unconditional renunciation of the use or the threat of the use of 
nuclear weapons against non-nuclear-weapon States.

(d) In addition to the declarations made by two nuclear weapon States, 
renunciation of the first use of nuclear weapons by all Powers which possess 
such weapons.

(e) Prohibition of all kinds of movement and deployment of nuclear 
weapons in any geographical area, and particularly those areas which are free 
of confrontation between the military alliances.

(f) Non-extension of the arms race to outer space, by means of a ban on 
any activity which directly or indirectly develops the offensive and defensive 
capabilities of strategic nuclear forces.

The measures listed in paragraph 4 above should be complemented by 
confidence-building measures, includingi
5.

(a) Immediate negotiations for the peaceful solution of disputes 
involving nuclear weapon Powers in areas of tension between those Powers or 
between them and other States.

(b) Extension of the existing agreements in order to institute direct 
communication between nuclear weapon States in times of emergency, 
agreements are limited to the nuclear Powers which belong to the two principal 
military alliances, and no similar arrangements have been agreed between them 
and the nuclear weapon State which does not belong to those alliances.

These

(c) This measure could be complemented by a broader multilateral 
agreement among the five nuclear weapon Powers, similar to the agreement on 
measures to reduce the risk of an outbreak of nuclear war which was reached 
in 1971 during the negotiations which led to the SALT I agreements.

(d) In the Joint Statement they signed on 21 November 1985, the leaders 
of the United States of America and the Soviet Union "agreed to study the 
questions at the expert level of centres no reduce nuclear risk taking into
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account the issues and developments in the Geneva negotiations". In actual 
fact, this is not merely a bilateral issue. The basic idea behind this 
initiative is the establishment of crisis control centres which, if they are 
to be genuinely effective, should comprise a series of centres in the 
five nuclear weapon Powers and their strategic commands, 
concept should be extended to non-nuclear-weapon States, which, in times of 
crises between those Powers, or between them and other countries, can help to 
reduce aggravated tensions. Such a system would most appropriately be 
considered in a multilateral framework.

In addition, this







.
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CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT CD/691
14 April 1986

ENGLISH
Original. CHINESE

Working Paper

BASIC POSITIONS OF THE CHINESE DELEGATION 
ON THE PREVENTION OF NUCLEAR WAR

CD/691 
page 2

9 8. 0

With the arms race tending dangerously to extend into a new sphere — the 

outer space, the threat of a nuclear war is becoming even greater, 

countries with space capabilities should therefore undertake not to develop, 

test or deploy space weapons and conclude as soon as possible an international 

agreement on the complete prohibition and destruction of space weapons.

8.
All
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Original: ENGLISH/ 
RUSSIAN

STATEMENT
by a Group of Socialist Countries

occasions noted the urgency 
which would

The socialist countries on numerous
of stopping nuclear tests as an important measure

international atmosphere and constitute a largeimprove the 
step towards the elimination of nuclear weapons. They have

the United States to stop any nuclear explosions.
that the United States of

appealed to
Therefore, they note with concern

blatant disregard for the appeals and proposalsAmerica, in 
by many States 
opinion, has proceeded to another nuclear explosion on

and for the expressed view of the world public

10 April 1986.

In this connection, the Soviet Government stated that it is
the unilateral commitment made by it to refrain fromfree from

conducting any nuclear explosions. As the United States is 
continuing its nuclear explosions, the Soviet Union could not

its allies.forgo its own security and that of

The reckless action by the U.S. Administration should be 
resolutely condemned. It constitutes an open challenge not 
only to the Soviet Union, other socialist countries but also 
to the peoples of all continents, to the world as a whole.
It demonstrates that there is a huge gap between the U.S. 
Administration's words about its wish to achieve the complete 
elimination of nuclear arms everywhere and its deeds. Because 
of the U.S. refusal to refrain from nuclear testing, a real, 
practical opportunity to put an end to the modernization of 
nuclear arms, the strengthening of their destructive capabili
ties and the creation of new types of such weapons, including 
those for the use in space, has been missed.
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Mandate for an Ad Hoc Committee under item 5 of the
agenda of the Conference on Disarmament entitled

"Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space"

In the exercise of its responsibilities as the multilateral disarmament 
negotiating forum in accordance with paragraph 120 of the Final Document of 
the First Special Session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, the 
Conference on Disarmament decides to re-establish an Ad Hoc Committee under 
item 5 of its agenda entitled "Prevention of an arms race in outer space".

The Conference requests the Ad Hoc Committee, in discharging that 
responsibility, to continue to examine, and to identify, through substantive 
and general consideration, issues relevant to the prevention of an arms race 
in outer space.

The Ad Hoc Committee, in carrying out this work, will take into account 
all existing agreements, existing proposals and future initiatives as well as 
developments which have taken place since the establishment of the Ad Hoc 
Committee, in 1985, and report on the progress of its Work to the Conference 
on Disarmament before the end of its 1986 Session.
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CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT CD/699
9 June 1986

Original : RUSSIAN/ 
ENGLISH

L2,JJrS DATED $ JUNE 1986 ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT FROM THE PERMANENT 

REPRESENTATIVE OF BULGARIA TRANSMITTING THE TEXT OF THE 
MESSAGE DATED 30 MAY 1986 FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE STATE 
COUNCIL Or THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA, TODOR ZHIVKOV 

TO THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT

I have the honour, 
to transmit, herewith,
1986, from the President
Republic of Bulgaria, Todor Zhivkov, 
Disarmament.

I should be

upon instruction from my Government, 
the text of the Message dated May 30th, 

of the People's 
to the Conference on

of the State Council

grateful if 
necessary arrangements to have 
an official document of the Conferenc 
at the second

you would kindly make the
this Message circulated as

e on Disarmament
part of its 1986 Session.

(Signed) KONSTANTIN TELLALOy

Ambassador,
Permanent Representative
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S>i?

Disarmament includes all 
of this great 

problem of nuclear disarmament 
various aspects cannot be

The Agenda of the Conference on
whose solution the successmajor issues on

endeavour depends. Thehuman
in all itsand space weapons

of the leading nuclear States
in this respect

solved through the efforts
only, although their special responsibility

cessation of all nuclear-weapon-
on them is now regarded,is commonly acknowledged. The

and the reaching of a prohibition
a top priority task. To proceed without

on this key issue is to

tests
justifiably, as

postponement to negotiationsany
meet the expectations of the peoples of the world.

all nuclear explosions, declaredThe Soviet moratorium on 
a year ago, on of the tragic atomicthe Anniversary

conducive to arriving at a commonnearly
bombing of Hiroshima, is
solution.

Mankind expects that effective agreements be reached
Earth and onand terminating the arms race onon curbing

. People want to live in a
. We would like to

preventing it in outer space
-nuclear world, under peaceful skies 

see the work of the Conference on the prohibition of
, which has progressed considerably over the

non

chemical weapons 
past years, to be successfully concluded soon.

c 93
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ENGLISH
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RUSSIAN/SPANISH

LETTER DATED 12 JUNE 1986 ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT BY THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE HUNGARIAN PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC TRANSMITTING THE TEXT OF 
THE COMMUNIQUE ISSUED ON THE MEETING OF THE POLITICAL 
CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OF THE WARSAW TREATY MEMBER STATES, 
HELD IN BUDAPEST ON 10-11 JUNE 1986 AND THE APPEAL BY THE 
SAME STATES TO THE MEMBER STATES OF NATO AND TO ALL

EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

I have the honour to transmit herewith the text of the Communiqué issued 
on the Meeting of the Political Consultative Committee of the Warsaw Treaty 
Member States, held in Budapest on 10-11 June 1986, as well as the Appeal by

the member States of NATO and to all.European countries for 
of the reduction of armed forces and conventional armaments in

the same States to 
a programme 
Europe.

Upon instructions from my Government, acting on behalf of the 
participants of that Meeting, I hereby request that the aforementioned 
Communiqué and Appeal be circulated as official documents of the Conference on 
Disarmament.

(Signed) David Meiszter 
Ambassador

Permanent Representative
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COMMUNIQUE
on the meeting of the Political Consultative Committee 

of the Warsaw Treaty member States
Committee of the member States of the WarsawThe Political Consultative Treaty of Friendship, Co-operation and Mutual Assistance held a meeting in

Budapest on 10-11 June 1986.
The participants in the meeting exchanged views on the European and world 

situation, discussed the current tasks of the struggle for disarmament, the 
transformation of international relations, the consolidation of European and 
general security, and the development of co-operation among States.

I.
in the meeting expressed serious concern at the tenseThe participantsworld situation which has emerged as a consequence of the intensifying arms 

race, particularly the nuclear arms race in connection with the steps of the 
United States and NATO. The United States and NATO are unwilling to embark on 
the road of curbing the arms race, preventing its extension to outer space and 
putting an end to nuclear tests. They evade to respond to initiatives of such

the programme proposed by the Soviet Union for thegreat importance as 
complete elimination of weapons of mass destruction by the end of the

The deployment of American medium-range missiles in Europe 
and the manifestations of the imperialist policy of force andtwentieth century, 

continuesflagrant interference in the internal affairs of other States are on the 
increase. The hopes of peoples for effective steps towards disarmament and 
the revival of détente, hopes raised by the Soviet-American summit meeting in 
Geneva and its accords of principle are still to come true.

S £ &

III.

represented at the meeting are ready to establish the widest
Earth andThe States

range of co-operation with other countries to end the arms race on
its extension to outer space and to promote disarmament, and theyto prevent

appeal for joining efforts first of all in the following fields.

C£c
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Specific agreements at the Soviet-American talks on nuclear and space 
weapons which would take into account the interests of both sides as well as 
those of all other States. The member States of the Warsaw Treaty reconfirm 
their commitment to the treaties and agreements signed in the field of arms 
control and disarmament and they consistently call on the United States to 
strictly adhere to the SALT agreements. Dangers are held out by "Star Wars", 
the programme of space strike weapons, by the accession of other States to it, 
and by the elaboration of plans such as the "European Defense Initiative" in 
several West-European countries. Outer space must be used for peaceful 
purposes, for the benefit of all mankind.









CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT CD/708 
CD/OS/WP.12 
26 June 1986

Original. ENGLISH

PAKISTAN

Proposal relating to the prevention of an arris race in 
international instrument to supplementouter space »

the ABM treaty

It is evident that the need to prevent an arms race in outer space is not 
the exclusive preserve of the two major space Powers or of those countries

The non-alicmed,

1.

that possess the capabilities to utilize outer space, 
neutral and developing countries also have a major interest in preventing the
weaponization of this zone, so that it may be preserved for peaceful and 

equitable uses.
The present and planned activities of the space Powers will not only 

entrench the inequitable use of outer space but also compromise its declared
The introduction of anti-satellite weapons, 

missile defence systems, in any guise, early warning or space-tracking radars 
and surface to air missiles usable in an ABM mode, would substantially erode

2.

status as a zone of peace.

the existing international agreements relating to outer space, in particular
More importantly otherthe Outer Space and Anti-Ballistic Missile treaties.

control and disarmament agreements between the two major Powers, related
The consequences are likely to be

arms
to the ABM treaty, may also not survive.

for stable relations between the two major Powers as well as for globalgrave
security.

The entire international community has a manifest interest in seeking to3.
inamplify and improve the contemporary legal régime relating to outer space,

Concentrated effortskeeping with existing and anticipated requirements. 
should be made, especially through multilateral negotiations, to strengthen
these juridical norms.

Along with other relevant bilateral and multilateral forums, the 
Conference on Disarmament■should be enabled to commence early negotiations on 
comprehensive international agreement or agreements, as appropriate, to 
prevent an arms race in outer space, as well as to promote multilateral 
co-ooeration in the peaceful and equitable uses of this zone.

4.
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the Conference on
aiona the lines 

International 3cs.ce

ilobal arrangements, 
confidence-building measures 

o .establishment or an 

moratorium on
and establishment

the Conference should 

renardina their
understanding cf and adherence to

of thesePending the realisation5.
should evolve interimDisarmamène 

of existing croposals such as 
the adoption or a

test.ic a -the development,
of the 1er—.nit? of 3='Aoency»

deoloyment of ASAT weaponsi
In the same context,

t he■„ t;a
objects.
Powers to 
in space and to 
treaty obligations.

activitiescarrent and prospectiveshare information
indicate their

relavant

the delegation offoregoing considerationj, 

interim measure
with theIn consonance6. of aand mtil the conclusion

the election cf
as anPakistan would process,

race in outer space,comprehensive treaty to orevent an arms 
an international instrument to supplement 

ensuring that the

the A3M treaty with a view to 
Great Powers in the 

commission by either or both 

Such an

self-restraint accepted by the two

negated by acts of omission or
other technologically advanced States.

ABM treaty is not 
of these Powers or by

the following five elements « 
and reconfirm the importance of

instrument should incorporate 

(a) Recognize
in preventing the escalation of an

the United States-USSR
especially in outerarms race,ABM treaty

space »
to abide strictly 

Article V under which they
the commitment of the two Powers to continue(b) Note

by the provisions of this treaty, in particular i-s 

have ’undertaken not to develop, deploy ABM systems or components oftest or
-based or mobile land-based»air-based, spacesuch systems that are sea—based, 

(c) Provide a clear interpretation of the research activities
parties but also ;orpermissible under the ABM treaty, not only for the two 

other technologically advanced States, so as to facilitate an impartie-
the definition ofinterpretation of ambiguous aspects of the treaty such as

"research" and the "use of other physical principles"»

Include a commitment by other
research beyond the limits accepted by the United States and

technologicallv-advanced States not to(d)
take their own 

and
Include a mechanism to provide for the redress of such activities 

that are contrary to the limitations contained in the ABM treaty.
The delegation of Pakistan hopes that this proposal will be given ear-y 

and appropriate consideration in the CD and, in particular, bv the 
Ad Hoc Committee on the prevention of an arms race in outer space.

the USSR»
(e)

7.
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SPACE STRIKE WEAPONS 
Draft definition

In attempts to define space strike weapons, account must be taken of, 
inter alia, the following factors.

The nature of the weapon 
The place of deployment of the weapon 
The location of the target
The scientific principle on which functioning of the weapon is based 
The distinction between anti-satellite (ASAT) and 

anti-ballistic-missile (ABM) weapons.
The nature of -the weapon
Any weapon can be used for offensive or defensive purposes and it would

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

1.

seem superfluous to indicate that the definition covers both offensive and
In the case of space weapons, such an express indicationdefensive weapons, 

is indispensable.
The place of deployment of the weapon2.
There can be no doubt that any weapon located in outer space falls within 

the category of space weapons, whether the target against which it can be used 
is exo-atmospheric (situated in space) or endo-atmospheric (situâtad within 

in the air, in water or on land).the atmosphere.
The location of the target3.
The concept of space weapons must also cover land-, water- and air-based 

weapons that are capable of attacking a target situated in outer space.
The scientific principle on which the functioning of the weapon is based4.
This is another important factor, since the definition must be 

sufficiently broad to cover weapons of every kind, whether they are 
conventional weapons, nuclear weapons or weapons of mass destruction and
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conventional technology or, if they are based on 
the principle employed for their operation

whether they are based on 
exotic technology, whatever 
(high-energy laser beams, microwaves, particle beams, electron beams, kinetic

energy, etc.).
anti-satellite (ASAT) weapons andThe distinction between5.

anti-ballistic-missile (ABM) weapons and systems
from the fact that all theThe need to draw this distinction stems

necessarily present in anti-satellite weapons
of the conceivable environments,

foregoing elements are not
which, while capable of being deployed in any

damage targets located in outer space.are exclusively intended to destroy or 
Weapons and systems designed for the interception of ballistic 

special treatment within the definition, for they combine
extent they constitute a separate

projectiles warrant 
the factors mentioned above, 
category since they can comprise

To some
endo-atmospheric and/or exo—atmospheric

of the conceivable environmentsiinterceptors and can also be deployed in any 
in the air, in water or on land.in space,

Draft definition
draft definition in which an attempt has been made to

Rather, what follows is an 
than to stimulate discussion 
Disarmament and help to 

within the scope of

There follows a
the above-mentioned factors into account.

definition that has no other purpose
take
attempt at a

of ideas within the Conference on
the weapons that come

"Prevention of an arms in outer space".

and the exchange
elucidate the question which are 
item 5 on the Conference's agenda,

Space strike weapons
defensive device, whatever"Space strike weapons" means any offensive or

which its functioning is based, that isithe scientific principle on
(a) capable of destroying or damaging from its place of deployment in

, in the air, in water or on land» 
damaging from its place of deployment in

outer space an object situated in outer space
(b) capable of destroying or

the air, in water or on land an object situated in outer space.
strike weapons» any offensive or defensiveThe following are also space 

device and any system of such devices, whatever the scientific principle on
which its functioning is based, that is capable of intercepting, from outer

, the air or the atmosphere, ballistic projectiles during
3pace or from land 
their flight.
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SPACE STRIKE WEAPONS
Draft definition

In attempts to define space strike weapons, account must be taken of, 
inter alia, the following factorst 

The nature of the weapon 
The place of deployment of the weapon 
The location of the target
The scientific principle on which functioning of the weapon is based 
The distinction between anti-satellite (ASAT) and 
anti-ballistic-missile (ABM) weapons.

The nature of the weapon
Any weapon can be used for offensive or defensive purposes and it would 

seem superfluous to indicate than the definition covers both offensive and
In the case of space weapons, such an express indication

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

1.

defensive weapons. 
is indispensable.

The place of deployment of the weapon2.
There can be no doubt: that, any weapon located in outer space falls within 

the category of space weapons, whether the target against which it can be used 
is exo-atmospheric (situated in space) or endo-atmosp'neric (situated within 
the atmospherei

The location of the target
The concept of space weapons must also cover land-, water- and air-based 

weapons that are capable of attacking a target situated in outer scace.
The scientific principle on which the functioning of the weapon is based 
This is another important factor, since the definition must be 

sufficiently broad to cover weapons of every kind, whether they are 
conventioned weapons, nuclear weapons or weapons of mass destruction and

in the air, in water or on land).
3.

4.
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whether they are based on conventional technology or, if they are based cn
the principle employed for their operation

electron beams, kinetic
exotic technology, whatever 
(high-energy laser beams, 
energy, etc.).

microwaves, particle beams,

anti-satellite (ASAT) weapons andThe distinction between5.
anti—ballistic—missile (ABM) weapons and sys.ems

from the fact that all theThe need to draw this distinction stems 
foregoing elements are not necessarily present in anti-satellite weapons 

which, while capable of being deployed in any of the conceivable environments,
are exclusively intended to destroy or damage targets located in outer space.

designed for the interception of ballisticWeapons and systems
projectiles warrant special treatment within the definition,

To some extent they constitute a separate

for they combine

the factors mentioned above, 
category since they can 
interceptors and can also be deployed in any 
in space, in the air, in water or on land.

comprise endo-atmospheric and/or exo-atmospheric
of the conceivable environments.-

Draft definition
draft definition in which an attempt has been made to

Rather, what follows is an 
than to stimulate discussion 
Disarmament and help to

There follows a 
take the above-mentioned factors into account.
attempt at a definition that has no other purpose 
and the exchange of ideas within the Conference on
elucidate the question which are the weapons that come within the scope of

"Prevention of an arms race in outer space .item 5 on the Conference's agenda,
Space strike weapons

" means any offensive or defensive device, including"Space strike weapons 
its operational components, whatever the scientific principle on which its

functioning is basedi
capable of destroying or damaging from its place of deployment in 

outer space an object situated in outer space,
capable of destroying or damaging from its place of deployment in 

the air, in water or on land an object situated in outer space.
The following are also space strike weaponsi 

device including its operational components, and any system of such devices, 
whatever the scientific principle on which its functioning is based, that is 
capable of intercepting, from outer space or from land, water or the 
atmosphere, ballistic projectiles during their flight.

(a)
land iin the air, in water or on

(b)

any offensive or defensive
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PREVENTION OF NUCLEAR WAR, INCLUDING ALL RELATED MATTERS 

Working Paper submitted by the People's Republic of Bulgaria

The1. The international situation remains tense and dangerous.
United States and its NATO allies are spurring on the arms race, particularly 
the nuclear arms race, and undertaking activities which threaten to extend it 

The deployment of United States intermediate-range missiles
There is no halt to

to outer space.
is continuing in a number of Western European countries.
the imperialist policy of force and intervention in the internal affairs of 
States in various regions of the world. All this increases the danger of
nuclear disaster.

The threat of the arms race spreading to outer space is particularly
it would lead to the destabilization of the strategic status quo,

2.
alarming, as
and turn space into a new source of deadly danger for mankind.

refusal of the United States to join in the Soviet moratorium on all 
nuclear testing and its unwillingness to hold negotiations on the conclusion 
of an agreement for the complete and general prohibition of nuclear—weapon 
tests undermines the efforts to curb the nuclear arms race.

3. The

In these circumstances it is absolutely necessary to take effective 
to reduce and eliminate the threat of nuclear war.

4.
measures

A new political approach is necessary, one that iS in line with the new
It is necessary to break with the pattern of thinking

5.
realities of our times. 
and behaviour which has for ages been rearing on tne acceptability and 
admissibility of war as a means of solving international disputes and
conflicts, because»

nuclear war cannot serve to achieve any rational goals whatsoever>

neither nuclear war nor the nuclear arms race can be won>

neither nuclear war itself, nor preparations for it, in other words the 
arms race, or efforts to achieve military superiority, can objectively 
bring anyone political victory)

the world situation must not be allowed to become such that it r.o longer 
depends on the common sense or will of politicians and becomes the 
prisoner of technology and of military and technological logic ;
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the continuation of the arms race on Earth and even more its extension to 
is hastenino the already critically fast pace of theouter space

stockpilina and improvement of nuclear and other types of weapon, 
achievement of security is increasinclv a oolitica-. undertak-.no tnat can 
only be tackled by political means >

The

as far as relations between the USSR and tne United States, between ^ast 
and West, are concerned, security can only be mutual, and as far as 
international relations as a whole are concerned, it can only be 
universal.

which would halt the arms race andIn the present circumstances, measures 
prevent it from soreadino to outer space and help to achieve a sharp reduction

are of paramount importance in the

6.
in armaments, above all in nuclear weapons, 
efforts to prevent nuclear war. 
most direct avenue to reducino and éliminatino the danoer of nuclear

There is only one way to free mankind from the nuclear threat, and

The elimination of nuclear weapons is the

disaster.
that is to eliminate nuclear weapons themselves.

The nuclear Powers bear a special responsibility in the prevention of
The nuclear-weapon States must renounce the use of such weapons

7.
nuclear war.
and refrain from takincr steps that lead to the worseninc of the international
situation.

The summit level meetina between the Soviet Union and the United States 
at Geneva created the prerequisites for a shift from confrontation to the 
normalization of relations between the USSR and the United States, 
improvement in the international situation.

Particularly important is the Soviet-United States declaration to the 
effect that»

8.
and for an

a nuclear war cannot be won and must never be zouoht >

any war between the USSR and the United States, whether nuclear or 
conventional, must be preventedj

the USSR and the United Stares will not seek to achieve military 
superiority.

Practical measures must be taken to accelerate neaotiations between — *e 
Soviet Union and the United States on nuclear and space weapons at Geneva, so 
as to beain at last to work out solutions which would in practice ensure the 
prevention of an arms race in outer space and its cessation on Earth.

The summit meetina confirmed the Soviet Union-United States statement of 
8 January 1985, includina the aareement that "the sides relieve that

efforts in ceneral to limitultimately the forthcomina neaotiations, just as 
and reduce arms, should lead to the complete elimination of nuclear weapons
everywhere".

The spirit of Geneva must be carried into practice.
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The efforts aimed at the prevention of nuclear war would be spurred on if 
the Soviet-United States declaration on the senselessness of nuclear war 
supported by the remainino nuclear Powers and bv all countries in the world, 
and if it -were consolidated in a suitable form on a multilateral basis.

were

9. The Soviet Union and other socialist countries have advanced new 
disarmament initiatives and proposals, the implementation of which would 
contribute to the prevention of nuclear wars

(a) The complete elimination of nuclear and chemical weapons by the end 
of this century and the prohibition of space strike weapons. The programme 
proposed by the Soviet Union (CD/649) provides the basis for businesslike 
neootiations on practical measures aimed at achieving this goal>

(b) The creation of a comprehensive system of international security 
primarily based on the followinas

the renunciation by the nuclear Powers of both nuclear and conventional 
warfare either against each other or against third States>

the inadmissibility of an arms race in space »

the prohibition of all nuclear-weapon tests and their complete 
elimination»

o
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Introduction

Cn 25 April 1986, the Conference on Disarmament 
(CD) agreed to re-establish an ad-hoc Committee on the 
subject of outer space. Its mandate is "to examine, and to 
identify, through substantive and general consideration, 
issues relevant to the prevention of an arms race in outer 
space".1 This mandate complements the bilateral^ 
negotiations underway by the United States and the Sovieo 
Union whose objectives and process were reconfirmed at the 
Geneva Summit of November 21 and 22, 1985. It does not 
undermine, prejudge or in any way interfere with those 

a fact that is absolutely central to the 
of both sets of deliberations.

negotiations, 
success _

On 23 July 1985, Canada tabled a working paper 
entitled "Survey of International Law Relevant to Arms 
Control and Outer Space" (CD/618). In general, it presented 
a broad interpretation of a variety of views concerning tne

of the existingsignificance and application of seme . , . ,
treaties. In its conclusion, CD/618 identified certain xey 
definitions, consideration of which could facilitate future

This working paper will undertake 
definitions and like CD/613 it will 

number of views.
deliberations of the CD. 
to consider some of these 
present a broad interpretation of a

Among the requisites for success in the arms 
limitation and disarmament process is the ability to_defme 
in agreed ways with reasonable precision the terms or^an 
agreement so as to minimize ambiguity and contraa_c .ory 
interpretations during the negotiations and orarting 3^age= 
of an agreement and, perhaps most importantly, a--ar -ne 
agreement has come into force. Recent events have^ 
demonstrated how imprecision m canning treaty obi_gat_ons 

in some instances, to controversy regarding
While at times, some navehas led,

compliance with those obligations.
argued that "constructive" ambiguity may facilitate ^ 
negotiation and eventual agreement, such an approach 3houn 
be used cautiously. It is essential to come to a shared 
understanding of the nature of an obligation - a commonality 
of mind - in order to ensure that parties apply the same 
standards when judging the compliance behaviour or otners.

of views concerningThis paper summarizes a range ,aim of this exercise is to outlineThecertain key terms, the disparity of interpretation that exists at present, among 
international legal experts, which is also rerlectea m tne

will also focus on some ofviews of governments. The paper the words and phrases used in intergovernment discussions o. 
these topics in order to identify seme of the contusion -v. ic.
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has resulted from the use of these terms, 
of this working paper, 
to which interpretations are most useful.

In the conclusion 
several observations will be made as

The terms discussed in this

(1) military use of space;
(2) veaponization of space?
(3) militarization of space;
(4 > free for exploration and use; and
(5) exclusively for peaceful purposes.

This list is clearly not exhaustive of the important ccr.cects 
which require further clarification in the CD's discussions. 
Future working papers might address other terminology.

- The outer space issue constitutes an excellent 
context fcr such review since it has been, and is, an 
exemplary area for international cooperation in the endeavour 
to maintai1 global peace and security. Since the beginning 
of the space age, seme twenty-nine years ago, the 
international community has become increasingly a-ware of the 
necessity for such cooperation. In order to promote 
international cooperation in the peaceful use of space, the 
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) established the 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) 
focus in 1959. In the intervening years,"COPUOS has 
developed an impressive and detailed background of 
documentation which serves as an authoritative source on 
terminology and definitions pertinent to curer space in 
general.

paper are:

as a

3y contrast, the documentation developed by the CD, 
which is specifically devoted to the arms control aspects of 
outer space, is significantly less. "*"hile the issue has been 
discussed in plenary in the CD and its predecessors, it was 
only in 1985 that the CD undertook substantive and sustained 
consideration of the issue by establishing an ad hoc 
Committee to focus on the issue in detail. Canada recently 
tabled a compendium of verbatim statements and working pacers 
from the 1985 CD session (CD/673, 12 March 1966) to assist 
the CD's deliberations. This was preceded by a similar 
compendium covering the years 1962-1984 (CD/606, 4 July 1955) 
and a working paper which discussed arms control and outer 
space in terms of stabilizing and destabilizing 
characteristics (CD/370, 26 August 1932).
Documentation of the CD Relating to Outer Space

1 
r 
]
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imprecision in the use of terms relating to the arms control 
and outer space. The tendency to use a number of terms 
loosely, if not recognized and corrected, could have a 
significant impact on the precision of language and upon the 
intent of statements, resolutions and treaties. At this 
early stage of multilateral discussions on issues relating to 
arms control and outer space, it would be prudent to 
recognize, clarify and understand fully the nuances of these 
terms and expressions.

Outer Space Mandate

The mandate for the ad hoc Committee itself is a
It seems reasonable to suggest that in usingcase in point. 

the word "prevention" in the mandate of the ad hoc 
Committee the membership fit the CD is providing a firm 
indicator that in its collective view, at present, there is 
not an arms race in outer space - the argument being that, one 
cannot prevent something if it already exists. 
impression appears to be further reinforced by a number of 
subsequent working papers which contrast "the prevention of 
an arms race in outer space 
race on earth2.

This

" with the halting ot the arms

For illustrative purposes, dealing specifically 
with the 1985 discussions in the CD, three expressions 
relating to outer space have been selected as indicative of 
the growing imprecision, and the possible confusion or 
inadvertent interchange of significantly different terms. 
These expressions are : a) military use of space, 
b) militarization of space, and c) weaponiration of space.

Military üse of Space

To begin with, it seems reasonable to assume that 
the use of space for arms control verification is one type 
of military use of space to which the majority of nations are 
likely to subscribe/ In SALT I, SALT II and the A3M Treaty, 
the United States and the Soviet Union have accepted, within 
the parameters of international space law and practice, that 
the use of national technical means (NTM) - a military use of 
space - is a legitimate execution of the verification 
process. As the Canadian working paper CD/320 of 
26 August 1992 suggested, this type of military use is 
inherently stabilizing and therefore should be considered 
acceptable. Without such an application of the use of 
military satellites for verification purposes, many 
significant international arms control agreements would not 
be possible. Other military uses of space (eg., early 
warning, communications) can also be viewed as stabilizing.
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Weaponization of Space
At the ether end of the spectrum, "weaponization of 

space" seems to refer to the placement of weapons in space or their use in or from space.^ To the best 
knowledge of the international community, weapons have not 
yet been placed in orbit on a permament or semi-permanent 
basis although it is generally assumed that anti-satellite 
(ASAT) weapons have been inserted into full or partial orbit 
for testing purposes on more than one occasion in the past. 
Apparently, the trajectories of intercontinental ballistic 
missile (ICBM) systems have not been interpreted to involve 
the weaponization of space. The important distinction 
between weapons placed in space, weapons which only transit space on the way*to their targets and weapons based elsewhere 
which are used to attack targets in space, often is blurred 
in discussions.
Militarization of Space

Between the "military use of space" - which seems 
acceptable to many nations - and the "weaponization of 
space" - which apnears not to be - falls the concept of 
"militarization of space". While the term "militarization of 
space" is particularly vague, it appears to imply less or a 
military presence than "weaponization" but more so than 
"military use". The proceedings and working papers of the CD 
are reolete with references to the "prevention" or outer 
space militarization or the "problem" of "non-militarization 
of soace.4 Other states have referred to the need for 
the "demilitarization" of space. To some states 
"militarization" seems
"weaponization" - that is to refer exclusively to 
weapons.0 Other states seem to use the term so as 
include any military use of space.0

The foregoing brief review suggests that it 
be useful for the CD to attempt to arrive at some shared 
definitions for these three basic but important concepts.

to be used in the same sense as
to

would

Terminology from the Outer Space Treaty
Several expressions much used in the CD have their 

origin in the deliberations leading up to tne Queer occu-e 
Treaty of 1967. Much of this debate took place ana continues 
to occur in COPUOS. The mandates of COPUOS and the CD are 
distinctive and should avoid unnecessary overlap. 
Nevertheless, while their responsibilities are cleanly 
delineated, the environment within which both mandates aj-e^-t

Their pertinent terminology and 
definitions are therefore closely inter-related.be undertaken is the same.
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A survey of the legal opinion regarding the Purer 
Space Treaty and COPUOS documentation relevant to outer space 
confirms the impression of the imprecise nature and use or 
many terms. The following two phrases selected from the 196- 
Outer Space Treaty are illustrative. They are : a) 
for exploration and use” (Article I, para 2), and 
b) 11 exclusively for peaceful purposes” (Article IV, para 2).
Freedom for Exploration and Use

«» £reedcm

paragraph 2 of the OuterThe wording of Article 
Space Treaty includes a reference to freedom of both 
" exploration and use” of outer space.'' This wording 
finds its origins in Resolution 1721 (XVI) of the General 
Assembly®.

-L /

The record of discussion and negotiation of Resolution 1721 and the Outer Space Treaty® does not 
provide much guidance as to the meaning of the terms 
"exploration” and "use". In particular, it is not clear if 
the terms were to be used in a cumulative sense - that is, in 
describing two distinct activities - or if "exploration" was 
merely a subset of activities defined by the term "use”. 
Furthermore, it is uncertain if the term "use" of outer space 
was to have a broad meaning, embracing any and all activities 
in outer space, or if it was to have an a priori limited 
meaning.

Some legal writers do, however, attempt to clarify 
the scope of the terms. Three aspects of the principle of 
freedom of outer space have been distinguished:

1. the right of free access :
2. the right of free exploration ; and
3. the right of free use.
The distinction between the right of free 

exploration and the right of free use is to be fbund mainly 
in the substance of the activity. According to one author, 
the right of free exploration applies to scientific research 
activities. Such exploration activities do not always 
have to remain wholly within the spatial limits of outer 
space ; they may also comprise activities on earth connected 
with scientific space research.

The "free use" principle provides the international 
legal basis for all activity in outer space. 
the restrictions imposed by other sections of the Outer Space 
Treaty, Article I, paragraph 2 authorizes space activities 5"nH hence serves as the point of departure for any argument 
in favour of a particular use of outer space.

In contrast to
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Although the "free use" principle is one of the key 
provisions of the Outer Space Treaty and is sufficiently 
broad to sustain the right of states to conduct activities in 
outer space free from claims of sovereignty of subjacent 
states, it is not unlimited. For example, Article I, 
paragraph 2 must be read in the context of the "common 
interests" clause of Article I, paragraph 1 with the result 
that the advantages to be derived from rapid development of 
outer space must be balanced against the requirement that it 
be carried out in a manner beneficial to all members of the 
international community.

With regard to the "common interests" clause, some 
authorities take the position that the express requirement to 
use outer space for the benefit of all members of the 
international community constitutes no more than a duty upon 
each member not to misuse outer space in a way which could 
diminish the value of space activities to other 
members.1-2 Others have taken the position that the 
phrase means that the use of space objects should not be 
detrimental to the interests of other countries, including 
national security and public order.1-2

In addition to the above, the "free use" principle 
is subject to the following limitations: the non- 
appropriation clause;1^ the international^law 
clause;1-2 the "denuclearization clause";1-2 the 
"responsibility" and "liablity" clauses;
"cooperation and mutual assistance" clause;1-^ and the 
"consultation", "observation" and "information" 
clause.10

17 the

the right of free use would be subject to
the "corresoonding 

first

Moreover,
several other limitations such as: 
interests" clause;-0 the practice of "first come, 
served" with respect to satellite and space object 
positioning; and limitations on the use of all finite or 
specially valuable space resources.

A justification for this view concerning the 
limitations on "free use" can be found in .Article I, 
paragraph 2 of the Outer Space Treaty which spells out the 
principle of freedom of scientific investigation without the 
limitations contained in Article I, paragraph 2, namely non
discrimination, equality and accordance with international 
law.21
devoted to scientific investigation enjoy a somewhat 
privileged status in comparison to activities related to the 
principle of "use".22

It has been suggested that activities solely

In applying the requirement that space activities 
be conducted "for the benefit and in the interests of all



States Parties to the Treaty under~axe not to p_ace 
in orbit around the earth any objects carrying 
nuclear weapons or any other kinds of weapons o 
mass destruction, install such weapons on teles 
bodies, or station such weapons in outer space 
any other manner.

al

question of(Article 1, paragraph 1) to the 
mili ary activity in outer space,
that space activities can be conducted in -he interests o 
all countries only if they are "peaceful" in nature.^- 
It may be argued that since the term 'peaceru_ is ambiguous 
and subject to conflicting interpretations, the drafters 
chose to substitute the equally ambiguous concept of use 
the interests of all countries".24 Finally, proponents 
of the view that Article I, paragraph 1 implicitly 
incorporates the "peaceful use" requirement maintain that 
since Article IV and other provisions of the Treaty did not 
completely prohibit placement of weapons in outer space, the 
term "peaceful uses" was emitted from A-ticle I to avoid 
ambiguity.25

coun ries"
seme aut crities conclu e

» 1 *

The TiCcn and other celestial bodies shall be used 
by all States Parties to the Treaty exclusively fer 
peaceful purposes. The establishment of military 
bases, installations and fortifications, the 
testing of any type of weapons and the conduct of 
military manoeuvres on celestial bodies shall be 
forbidden. The use of military personnel for 
scientific research or for any other peaceful 
purposes shall not be prohibited. The use of any 
equipment or facility necessary for peaceful 
exploration of the mccn and other celestial bodies 
shall also not be prohibited. (Emphasis added).

The case for the opposite position is based on the 
formulation of Article IV, pargraph *2 which expressly limits 
activities on the moon and other celestial bodies to 
exclusively peaceful purposes, but in paragraph 1 emits any 
such 1imitation with respect to earth orbit. Although some 
advocates of the "peaceful use" interpretation of 
paragraph 1 explain the emission as the result of imprecise 
drafting,the emission must be considered intentional 
since an attempt to apply the phrase "exclusively for 
peaceful purposes" to all areas of outer space was 
defeated.27

Article IV,

Concept of Peaceful Purposes: Conflicting Interpretations

It would be useful to recall the actual wording of 
Article IV of the Cuter Space Treaty:
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Article III or the 1979 Moon Treaty repeats much of 
Article IV of the 1967 Outer Space Treaty:

The moon shall he used by all States Parties 
exclusively for peaceful purposes.
Any threat or use of force or any other hostile 
act or threat of hostile act on the moon is 
prohibited. It is likewise prohibited to use 
the moon in order to commit any such act or to 
engage in any such threat in relation to the 
earth, the moon, spacecraft*, the personnel of 
spacecraft or man-made space objects.
States Parties shall not place in orbit around 
or other trajectory to or around the moon 
objects carrying nuclear weapons or any other 
kinds of weapons of mass destruction or place 
or use such weapons on or in the moon.

1.

2.

3.

The establishment of military bases, 
installations and fortifications, the testing 
of any type of weapons and the conduct of 
military manoeuvres on the moon shall be

The use of military personnel for

4.

forbidden.
scientific research or for any other peaceful 
purposes shall not be prohibited, 
any equipment or facility necessary for 
peaceful exploration and use of the moon shall 
also not be prohibited.

The use of

Since the conclusion of the Outer Space Treaty, the 
interpretation of the term "peaceful purposes" has given rise 
to fundamental problems of definition. For example, does 
"peaceful purposes" mean non-military or non-aggressive or 
something else? Does the "peaceful purposes" phrase apply 
only to che moon and other celescial bodies or also to 
space", including the moon and other celestial bodies as well 
as earth orbit? Does the adverb "exclusively" which precedes 
the term "peaceful purposes" have any particular 
significance?

"outer

Generally speaking, two different approaches can be 
discerned in the continuing debate.
"peaceful purposes" prohibits only "aggressive" militarv uses of outer space while permitting "non-aggressive" uses . 2d 

view equates peaceful with non-military

One view is that

gcposingThe
use.

(a) The Restrictive Interpretation
In 1958, the American Bar Association's Committee 

on the Law of Outer Space conducted a systematic survey or
In a section onthe growing body of space law literature.

O
n



clear that the drafters of tne 
restrict military activities 

The drafters
It, therefore, seems 

Outer Space Treaty intended to 
only to the extant expressed in Article IV. merely required in Article III "compliance by states with 
international law and the UN Charter, which do not pronibiu 
military activities but aggression or a threat to, or oreacr. 
of the peace".31 In this connection it is worth 
emphasizing two points. One is that the ^UN Cha.^er 
reiterates the inherent right of self-defence, which wou-d 
probably be diminished under a regime prohibiting 
military uses of outer space. Second, in tne UN ^ ..ar --- 
system, the opposite of "peaceful" is "aggressive 
military efforts of states on their own ter---or o- 
international areas are not prohibited. It has even 
been argued that military uses of outer space ror^eta-.e. 
and defensive purposes serves the cause of peace.

and

CD/716 
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"The Legal Status of Space" a discussion was included on^ The 
Problem of 'Peaceful Purposes': Military Uses . In part -- 
states : " One difficulty is that the 'word 'peaceful' is used
in various contexts. In the sense of the United_Nations 
Charter, and in international law generally, it is employed 
in contradiction to '.aggressive' Further, the report
states :

"For the time being it seems that the only uses of 
space that are prohibited are those within the 
prohibition of the Charter, and that until a. 
disarmament agreement dealing with space activities 
can be arrived at, the United States is justinea

usesin using space for non-aggressive military
consistent with the terms of the 

h 30Charter....
A similar restrictive view of the phrase "peaceful 

" has been applied when interpreting the^ Outer space 
According to this view, the lack of prohibitive

destruction weapons)
purposes 
Treaty.provisions (except for nuclear and mass in the Outer Space Treaty indicates that "peaceful could no

Article IV, paragraph 1 which
destruction in 

celestial
signify "non-military".
prohibits the stationing of weapons of mass 
outer space omits the express requirement to use 
bodies for "peaceful purposes" applied by Article IV, 
paragraph 2. Hence, the "peaceful purposes" requirement 
applies* only to celestial bodies and not to earth or^u.

, Article III, which does apply to earth oroit,
activities in accordanceMoreover
the United étions Charter 

under which defensive or non-aggressive military activi-y is
permissable.

m
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Further, at the time of the negotiation and 
conclusion of the Treaty both major space powers had already 
launched satellites into outer space for military purposes. 
Negotiating a complete ban on these satellites in such 
circumstances would have raised controversial issues failing 
within the purview of disarmament negotiations.34

The space powers have continued to use outer space 
for military communications and reconnaissance among other 
military activities. Although these activities are clearly 
"military" in nature, they are arguably "non-aggressive". 
This continued practice by states provides further support 
for the restrictive approach to the interpretation ot 
"oeaceful ourooses" because by their actions in space tne 
space powers are giving clear meaning to this 
concept. 35

Such state practice, it is worth noting, 
be in keeoing with the normal usage of the word peaceful as 
well as the practice on the high seas and in the airspace 
above the high seas, where military manoeuvres, weapons 
testing and surveillance have always been considered as 
peaceful military uses under international law.

seems to

Nor has this restrictive interpretation of 
"peaceful purposes" been solely restricted to Western

a prominent Soviet scholar, recently 
advocated the division*of space activities into peaceful and

further breakdown of military space 
"military aggressive" and "military

authors. Kolossov,

military, and the 
activities into 
non-aggressive".

"Military aggressive activities are illegal 
according to international law and are regarded as 
a crime against international peace which gives 
rise to international responsibility... [In 
contrast,] non-aggressive military activities in 

have been limited, but not banned.outer space
Such activities might include the use of missiles 
to recel acts of aggression, the use of various 
space objects (communications, navigation, 
meteorological satellites, etc.) as support means 
for military training, manoeuvres and other 
activities of different branches of force in time 
of peace when they are not categorized as acts or 
aggression, as well as the use of space objects for 
testina weapons not prohibited by international 

••37law.
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( b) The Nor.-Restrictive Intarpreration
According to a second school of thought -- "peaceful" is intended as "non-military*. In light of the 

semantic sense of "peaceful", it is argued, a military 
activity could never ce "peaceful" since there is an 
underlying threat of violence or, as one author has put it: 
"No space activity is peaceful -when it affects the security 
of states".39

The proponents of this interpretation further 
submit that the "common interests" clause contained in 
Article I, paragraph 1 of the Outer Space Treaty can only 
mean that without being expressly prohibited, military 
activities with non-nuclear weapons in outer space, even if 
"defensive" in nature are not lawful, since no military 
activity could be carried out "in the interests of all 
countries".40. One author argues, for instance, in 
reference to the "common interest of mankind" principle 
that :

In order to avoid misunderstandings and ambiguity 
inherent to "peaceful", a new principle, implying 
fixed obligation to use outer space exclusively for 
peaceful purposes, without specific reference to 
the language of "peaceful purposes", has been 
introduced in the text of the Treaty, 
oeen accomplished through the provision in the 
principles of the Treaty that the exploration and 
use of outer space shall be carried out for the 
benefit and in the interests of all countries. 
Principle of peaceful purposes has been achieved 
through a form of circumlocution in which several

than the single word 
This has produced a prescription which 
derivation and which undoubtedly

space.

This has

The

words are employed rather 
"peaceful". 
is a logical 
excludes all military uses of outer

Even the widely claimed stabilizing character of
The militaryreconnaissance satellites has been questioned, 

functions of these kinds of satellites in 
conflicts has been highlighted.
operated under the control of an international agency, it 
contended, can the interest of all mankind be served.42

several recent
Only if such satellites are

is

Seme or those adopting the non—restrictive 
interpretation, whereby "peaceful"
excluding all military activities, also find sueport by 
reference to the examples of the demilitarization regime of 
the Antarctic Treaty and of the International Atomic * Energy

1.5 in*t.913C 25
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Agency (IAEA) Charter.43 It has been argued, for 
example, that during the deliberations in COPUOS prior to the 
conclusion of the Outer Space Treaty, the vast majority of 
delegates insisted that the word "peaceful" should be 
interpreted in the sense of "non-military".44 The 
inspiration for this approach came from the Antarctic Treaty 
which states in the opening sentence of Article 1(1) that 
"Antarctica shall be used for peaceful purposes only"; the 
founding premise of the Treaty being that military purposes, 
defensive as well as offensive, were not "peaceful".43

It has also been contended that the applicability, 
mutatis mutandis, of Article 1 of the Antarctic Treaty to 
Article IV (2) of the 1967 Outer Space Treaty, vis-a-vis the 
moon and other celestial bodies, exists in the sense that 
a) "peaceful" means "non-military", b) references to military- 
installations, military manoeuvres and so forth in the 
provision are exemplificative and not exhaustive ; and c) the 
possibility of using military personnel and equipment for 
scientific research or other peaceful purposes in no way 
invalidates the contention that "peaceful" means 
"non-military".46

( c) "Exclusively for Peaceful Purposes"

With respect to the question of whether or not the 
adverb "exclusively" has any additional significance ror the 
meaning of "peaceful purposes", one legal writer is or the 
opinion that the adverb "exclusively" has no legal 
significance.
emphasize the orecepts expressed in Article IV or the Ourer 
Space Treaty.4"^

He argues that the word is intended merely to

Kolossov suggests "that all outer space activities
may be divided into peaceful and military.
activities should be understood as exclusively peaceful,

" 43

Peaceful

i.e. , scientific-exploratory and economic.

On the other hand, another legal writer, Markoff, 
elaborates at considerable length on the significance of the 
word "exclusively" and its relationship to the term "peaceful 
purposes". First, he points out that "the main provision on 
a complete non-militarization of the moon and the other 
celestial bodies in Article IV (2) contains the expression 
"exclusively for peaceful purposes", whereas, other sentences 
of the same paragraph relating to the allowed use of military 
personnel, facilities or equipment speak merely of "peaceful 
purposes" or "peaceful exploration". Secondly, he states 
that "in paragraph 2 of the Treaty’s preamble, as well in 
Articles IX and XI, only the term ’peaceful' has been used."



The specific emphasis on "exclusively” can be 
perceived also by comparison to the 1971 Treaty ort the 
Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear„______________ ____________________ Weapons and OtherWeapons of Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed and the Ocean----
Floor and m the Subsoil Thereof. Where a comolet® 
demilitarization has been established, as in the case of 
Article IV (2) of the Outer Space Treaty, or has been 
intended, as in the case of Resolution 1721, the restrictive 
expression "exclusively peaceful" has been used, 
complete disarmament has been achieved,
respecting the sea-bed and the ocean floor, only th= tai"m "peaceful'; has been us d. This reference occurs În the 
preamble in the same w y that it aocears in *he "•’-e;=-,bl = o- the Outer Space Treaty and constitutes an acknowîîJce.ment% 
recommendation and an expectation only.20

Where no
as in the case

Conclusion

,. . . :ore9:ping discussion has demonstrated thedi îculty in arriving at an unqualified and clear-cut 
^e.inition of "peaceful purposes". Canada believes, 
that the restrictive interpretation is the most 
m view or the negotiating history of the Outer
its actual wording and state oractice since" force.

however, 
appropriate
Space Treaty,

1 13

.arms such as "weapcniration" and which nave been widely used, are even more ambiguous. 
latter terms are not used in space law and do not e
-O nave any generally accepted mean!no in ocli*ica: 
discussions.

"militarization", 
These

even appear

conUt!SCed ln the^îîit2ry'îsa°of'outer3space5 IVl" ~mus 3*h^rat,le • ^Xt3jt ’ Many OZ tne satellites now in orbit 
must be considered to be military. The A3M Treaty provides
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Markoff then remarks :
In the system of specific arms control 
forth in both paragraphs of Article IV, 
qualification "exlusively peaceful" 
the particular use of the moon and other celestial 
bodies.

measures set 
the

characterizes
This use--- excludes all kinds of milit aryand not only "warlike" activities on planets other 

than the earth. The mandate to use "exclusively 
for peaceful purposes" does not apply to all of* 
space environment.49 the

(V
 (1

)
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for verification by "national technical means" including 
photoreconnaissance satellites, which are clearly military. 
Such stabilizing military uses of space are highly desirable 
and should continue without interference.
should be supported by the international community and by 
international law.

Indeed, they

Apart from weapons of mass destruction, the 
placement of weapons in earth orbit has, in the past, not 
been addressed in any extensive fashion, partly because, 
until recently, this was not seen as a technically feasible 
or militarily useful possibility.

The Canadian government maintains that in the 
absence of developed treaty law in outer space, general 
international law would apply. This has been explicitly done 
to some extent already, according to the terms of various 
outer space conventions.

From the point of view of general international 
law, outer space is analogous to other environments beyond 
national jurisdiction, notably the high seas. The Law of the 
Sea Convention stipulates in article S3 that "the high seas 
shall be reserved for peaceful purposes". This is a more 
clear-cut expression of the concept than in fact appears in 
the Outer Space Treaty. Article 88 has never been intepreted 
as preventing, for example, the passage of warships or 
prohibiting maritime military activities such as naval 
exercises or even weapons tests. Nor has it been seen to ban 
the stationing of any type of weapons on the high seas. 
"Peaceful purposes" as this phase applies to outer space must 
be understood in an analogous fashion. Outer space is open 
to military activity. If the international community decides 
on restrictions on certain types of activity which do not 
otherwise contravene international law, it must do so by 
specific agreement, as indeed it did to some extent in the 
Outer Space Treaty. Again an analogy with the law of the sea 
is relevant. The 1971 Seabed Treaty, as its title states, 
prohibits "the emplacement of nuclear weapons and other 
weapons of mass destruction on the seabed and ocean floor". 
This treaty embodies the prohibition of a particular use of a 
particular weapon which otherwise would not have been 
contrary to international law. 
in outer space, 
prohibition (such as, 
weapons) and on the assumption that the activity in question 
is not contrary to an existing principle of international law 
(such as non-use of force) the placement of weapons in orbit 
in space is not per se unlawful.

The same considerations apply 
In the absence of an existing specific

for example, the one against nuclear
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This is not to say that placing or using weapons m 
(or the increased "militarization" or "weaponization"

However, thespaceof sea ce) would he a desiraole développant, 
elementary level to which space law nas so rar progressec 
does not of itself seem an adecuate hasis on which to P- - • -
such a trend. To prevent the risks to security on earth 
which may he posed hy the threat of weapons p.aced in spa^e

recuira that states develop tna lawor for use in space will 
beyond this elementary stage.
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CCNFO£?4CZ ON DISARMAMENT (Extract)CD/713
24 July 1936

Originali ENGLISH

LETTER DATED 21 JULY 1986 ADDRESSED TO THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT 
BY THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
POLISH PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC TRANSMITTING THE 
TEXT OF THE DECLARATION OF THE TENTH CONGRESS 
OF THE POLISH UNITED WORKER'S PARTY (PUWP)

ON SECURITY AND CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE

I have the honour to transmit, herewith, the text of the Declaration of 
the Tenth Congress of the Polish United Worker’s Party (PUWP) on Security and 
Co-operation in Europe.

Government I would kindly reguest you to maxe 
for this Declaration to be circulated as anUpon instructions from my 

the necessary arrangements _ 
official document of the Conference on Disarmament.

Stanis-iraw Turbanski 
Ambassador

(Signed)
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Tenth Cor.cress of tneDeclaration oft^e Partv . nr.Polish United Worker's 
—tu.nî-ity and Co-coeratlor. it Europe

cultural and religious differences 
is still our corner, place on earth.Our continent, despite the national,II.

as well as those between political systems,
substantive and meaningful than whatWhat unites Europeans is more ...Above all, what we share is the necessity of eliminating -etna.differs them.^^*threats, the overriding need of all our peoples to preserve and consolidate

doomed mere than ever toAt the close of the twentieth century we arepeace, 
a common fate.

on earth and toLet us make joint efforts to put an end to the arms race 
prevent it in outer space, to stave off the threat of nuciear annihilation.

lend support to the grand idea of Mikhail Gorbachev to rid humanity of 
nuclear arms and other weapons of mass annihilation by the end of the

Let us lend strong backing to the cause of reduction and
Let us

twentieth century.

the territory of Europe of medium-range
fforts with a viewultimately complete elimination frommissiles deployed there in the past years. Let us support e 

to a total prohibition of nuclear weapons tests under most s-Tinge*'- 
controls. Let us pool the strivings to remove the threat propose- /-riôr.'al 
of mass-destruction with radical cut-backs of armec rorces ----, from the Atlantic to the Urais, for which tne

premise by their recer._armaments throughout Europe 
States-parties to the Warsaw Treaty have created a 
message from Budapest.
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LETTER DATED 13 AUGUST 1986 ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT BY REPRESENTATIVES OF ARGENTINA, 
INDIA, MEXICO AND SWEDEN TRANSMITTING TWO DOCUMENTS ENTITLED 
"DECLARATION OF MEXICO" AND "DOCUMENT ISSUED AT THE MEXICO 
SUMMIT ON VERIFICATION MEASURES" ADOPTED AT IXTAPA, MEXICO

ON 7 AUGUST 1986

As we are sure you are aware, on the 6th and 7th of the current month the 
five Heads of State or Government of Argentina, Greece, India, Mexico and 
Sweden and the first President of Tanzania met in Ixtapa, Mexico, to continue 
the examination of several matters closely related to those included in the 
agenda of the Conference on Disarmament. As a result of their deliberations, 
they adooted on 7 August a document entitled "Declaration of Mexico" and 
another which bears the title "Document issued at the Mexico Summit on 
Verification Measures" .

We are convinced that the members of the Conference on Disarmament will 
find in both documents - whose texts in English and Spanish are annexed to 
this letter - ideas and thoughts which can be positively useful in our common 
endeavour to promote the cause of disarmament and peace. We therefore request 
that those texts be reproduced and distributed as documents of the Conference.

Mario Campora 
Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of 
Argentina for Disarmament 

Affairs

Alfred Sylvester Gonsalves 
Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of India 
to the United Nations Office at 

Geneva

(Signed) (Signed)

Rolf Zkêus 
Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of 
Sweden to the Conference on 

Disarmament

(Signed) Alfonso Garcia Robles 
Ambassador

Permanent Representative of 
Mexico to the Conference on 

Disarmament

(Signed)
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MEXICO DECLARATION

We are meeting today to proclaim Humanity1s Right to Peace, and to 
reiterate our commitment to the task of protecting this right so that the 
human race may endure.

In January 1985 our group met in New Delhi to consider the perilous
We called for an immediate halt todevelopment of the nuclear arms race. 

nuclear testing preparatory to a comprehensive test-ban treaty, for a 
cessation in the production and development of all nuclear weapons and

well as for a prohibition on the testing, production and 
We also expressed our hope that the 

and the Soviet Union would make rapid progress in their

delivery systems as
deployment of space weapons.
United States
bilateral negotiations towards the abolition of all nuclear weapons, 
since welcomed the declaration of President Reagan and 
General Secretary Gorbachev in November 1985, that "a nuclear war cannot ^e

Now is the time to ensure that such a war does

We have

and must never be fought".
We are therefore deeply concerned about the lack of evident

won
not occur, 
progress so far in these negotiations.
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We reiterate our demand that an arms race in outer space be prevented. 
Space belongs to humanity, and as participants in this common heritage of 
mankind, we object to the outer space of our Earth being misused ror

It is particularly urgent to halt the development ofdestructive ourooses. 
anti-satellite weapons, which would threaten the peaceful space activities of 

We urge the leaders of the United States and the Soviet Unionmany nations.
to agree on a halt to further tests of anti-satellite weapons, in order to 
facilitate the conclusion of an international treaty on their prohibition.
Our New Delhi warning that the development of space weaponry would endanger a 
number of agreements on arms limitation and disarmament is already proving to

We stress that the existing treaties safeguarding the peacefulbe justified.
uses of outer space, as well as the 1972 Treaty on the Limitation of 
Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems, be fully honoured, strengthened and extended
as necessary in the light of more recent technological advances.

Unfortunately in recent times respect for international law has reached 
one of its lowest ebbs. Rights of weaker nations are being trampled upon with 
impunity. Treaties are being violated to suit the convenience of nations, 
especially the strongest among them. It is imperative, if the efforts to move 
towards nuclear disarmament are to make progress, that the United Nations must 
be strengthened and its Charter as well as treaties relating to disarmament be 
observed in both letter and spirit.
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CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT
Original: ENGLISH

REPORT OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE ON 
PREVENTION OF AN ARMS RACE IN OUTER SPACE

I. Introduction

At its 359th plenary meeting on 24 April 1986, the Conference on 
Disarmament adopted the following decision:

"In the exercise of its responsibilities as the multilateral 
disarmament negotiating forum in accordance with paragraph 120 of the 
Final Document of the first special session of the General Assembly 
devoted to disarmament, the Conference on Disarmament decides to 
re-establish an Ad Hoc Committee under Item 5 of its agenda entitled 
"Prevention of an arms race in outer space".

The Conference requests the Ad Hoc Committee, in discharging that 
responsibility, to continue to examine, and to identify, through 
substantive and general consideration, issues relevant to the prevention 
of an arms race in outer space.

1.

The Ad Hoc Committee in carrying out this work, will take into 
account all existing agreements, existing proposals and future 
initiatives as well as developments which have taken place since the 
establishment of the Ad Hoc Committee, in 1985, and report on the

of its work to the Conference on Disarmament before the end ofprogress 
its 1986 session."

Organization of work and documentsII.

At its 359th plenary meeting on 24 April 1986. the Conference on 
Disarmament appointed Ambassador Luvsandorjiin Bayart (Mongolia) as Chairman

Miss Aida Luisa Levin, Senior Political Affairs

2.

of the Ad Hoc Committee.
Officer, United Nations Department of Disarmament Affairs, continued to serve

as the Committee's Secretary.
The Ad Hoc Committee held 16 meetings between 25 April and 19 August 1986. 
At their request, the Conference on Disarmament decided to invite the 

representatives of the following States not members of the Conference to 
participate in the meetings of the Ad Hoc Committee:
Finland, Greece, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain and Turkey.

In addition to the documents of the previous session 1/, the Ad Hoc 
Committee had before it the following documents relating to the agenda item 
submitted to the Conference on Disarmament during the 1986 session:

3.
4.

Austria, Denmark,

5.

1/ The list of documents of the previous session may be found in the 
1985 report of the Ad Hoc Committee, which is an integral part of the report 
of the Conference on Disarmament (CD/642).
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Letter dated 11 March 1986 addressed to the Secretary- 
General of the Conference on Disarmament from the 
Permanent Representative of Canada to the Conference 
on Disarmament, transmitting a compendium of working 
papers on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer 
Space and statements made in plenary on that subject;

CD/678

Mandate for an Ad Hoc Committee under item 5 of the 
agenda of the Conference on Disarmament entitled, 
"Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space";

CD/694

Proposal relating to the prevention of an arms race in 
outer space: international instrument to supplement 
the ABM Treaty, submitted by Pakistan (also issued as 
CD/0S/WP.12);

CD/708

Draft definition of space strike weapons, working 
paper submitted by Venezuela (also issued as 
CD/OS/WP.13/Rev.1) ;

CD/709/Rev.1

"Terminology relevant to arms control and outer 
space", working paper submitted by Canada (also issued 
as CD/OS/WP.15);

CD/716

Letter dated 13 August 1986 addressed to the President 
of the Conference on Disarmament by Representatives of 
Argentina, India, Mexico and Sweden, transmitting two 
documents entitled "Declaration of Mexico" and 
"Document issued at the Mexico Summit on Verification 
Measures", adopted at Ixtapa, Mexico, on 7 August 1986.

CD/723

In addition, the Committee had before it the following working papers:

Programme of work proposed by the Group of 21;CD/OS/WP.10
1986 Programme of work;
Proposal relating to the prevention of an arms race in 
outer space:
the ABM Treaty, submitted by Pakistan (also issued as 
CD/708):
Draft definition of space strike weapons, working 
paper submitted by Venezuela (also issued as 
CD/709/Rev.1);
Compilation of definitions of space weapons ;

CD/OS/WP.11

CD/OS/WP.12 international instrument to supplement

CD/OS/WP.13/Rev.1

CD/OS/WP.14/Rev.1 
and Add.l

"Terminology relevant to arms control and outer
working paper submitted by Canada (also issuedCD/OS/WP.15

12ace", 
as CD/716);
List of proposals submitted at the 1986 session.CD/OS/WP.16 

and Add.l
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Substantive work during the 1986 SessionIII.

Following an initial exchange of views, the Ad Hoc Committee, at its 
sixth meeting on 24 June 1986, adopted the following programme of work for the 
1986 session (CD/OS/WP.11):

"1. Examination and identification of issues relevant to the prevention 
of an arms race in outer space;

6.

Existing agreements relevant to the prevention of an arms race in 
outer space;

2.

3. Existing proposals and future initiatives on the prevention of an 
arms race in outer space.

In carrying out its work, the Ad Hoc Committee will take into 
account developments which have taken place since the establishment of 
the Committee in 1985.”

The Ad Hoc Committee agreed that in discharging the tasks set forth in 
its mandate, it would give equal treatment to the subjects covered therein.
7.

Accordingly, the Committee further agreed to allocate the same number of 
meetings to each of those subjects, namely, issues relevant to the prevention 
of an arms race in outer space, existing agreements and existing proposals and 
future initiatives. A final summing-up meeting also took place.

Pursuant to the programme of work, delegations examined and identified 
various issues relevant to the prevention of an arms race in outer space.

Many delegations reaffirmed that outer space is the common heritage of 
mankind and should be confined exclusively for peaceful uses to promote the 
scientific, economic and social development of all nations. 
noted with concern that there is a very real threat that research and 
development programmes of the two major space Powers and the dynamics of their 
military competition is being extended into outer space, leading to the 
development, testing, production and possible deployment of weapons systems 
and their components adaptable for use in, towards, or from space and to the 
unleashing of an irreversible competition in the field of space weaponry. 
Furthermore, they emphasized that an arms race in outer space would undermine 
existing agreements relating to outer space as well as arms limitation, apart 
from jeopardizing the disarmament process as a whole, while noting that the 
development of space weapons technologies by the major Powers and their allies 
will have an impact which could lead to a qualitative improvement of and 
linkages with other weapon technologies with dangerous consequences for

8.

9.

Some delegations
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non-aligned and neutral countries as well as for international peace and
Accordingly, they stressed the urgency of the task of preventing

At the same time, these delegations drew
It was stated that

security.
the "weaponization" of space,
attention to the existing military uses of space. 
satellites which performed such functions as monitoring, surveillance, 
intelligence-gathering, navigation, communication and early warning and 
provided support to weapons systems and to military operations on Earth were 
directly linked to the security concerns of the two major space Powers and
their allies with dangerous consequences for international peace and

The view was expressed that to ensure against the inequitable ancsecurity.
discriminatory use of such satellites vis-à-vis non-aligned and neutral States 
their operation should be placed under an international agency.

Furthermore, some delegations stated that the majority of space objects10.
now in orbit, while not meant as weapons or as weapons platforms, served 
military functions and constituted integral parts of weapon systems on Earth 
and of strategic doctrines associated with the use of nuclear weapons. 
delegations also drew the attention of the Ad Hoc Committee to the fact that

Those

there had been instances where satellites had been used in support of military
In this view, that situation, whichoperations against developing countries. 

had important implications for the security of most countries, did not reflect
recognition of the common interest of all States in the progress of the 
exploration and use of outer space for peaceful uses, as stated in the 
preamble of the 1967 Outer Space Treaty.

Some delegations also identified the issues and activities relevant to 
the prevention of an arms race in outer space to be dealt with in the Ad Hoc 

weapon systems in space or directed against targets in space; 
and support of weapon systems and military operations on earth and 
surveillance systems.

Delegations of a group of socialist countries fully shared the view that

11.

Committee as:

12.
outer space is the common heritage of mankind and that, consequently, its 
exploration and use should be preserved for exclusively peaceful purposes in 
order to promote the scientific, economic and social development of all

They noted that up to the present outer space had been an area
Those delegations emphasized, however, the impending danger 

of the spread of the arms race to outer space which, in their view, would step 
up the arms race in other spheres and would make reductions in nuclear 
arsenals impossible.

countries.
free of weapons.

They held that the key to the prevention of such an arms 
race lay in preventing the emergence of a new type of weapons, namely, space
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They considered that the prohibition of space—strike weapons, 
including ASAT weapons, space-based ABM systems and space-to-Earth class
strike weapons.

weapons would be an effective and secure way to prevent all possibilities for 
the introduction of weapons into outer space. In their view, conditions at
present were suitable for banning such weapons, since they had not yet been 
introduced in the arsenals of States. They also underlined the importance of 
maintaining relevant agreements, in particular, the 1972 ABM Treaty, 
believed that international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space 
should be an alternative to the arms race in space.

They

Other delegations, while sharing the concern about the prevention of an 
arms race in outer space, stated that outer space was not, 
immune from utilization by existing weapons or military systems, 
hand,

13.

nor had been,
On the other

some such military activities have contributed to strategic stability 
and arms control and thus to the maintenance of international peace and

They reiterated the view that the first task that requiredsecurity.
attention was to establish common ground on which activities 
and which ones were prohibited, 
that issues relevant to the prevention of

were permitted 
In addition, these delegations considered

race in outer space could 
not be examined in isolation but should be approached in the wider context of

an arms

the global process of disarmament. They stated that deployment of space-based 
They considered that any such 

matter for negotiation, given existing treaty 
They underlined the importance of a thorough examination of 

issues relating to verification of and compliance with existing, as well as 
potential future, international agreements.

BHD systems is not an imminent event, 
deployment would have to be a 
obligations.

14. One delegation fully subscribed to the objective of the 
militarization of outer space and its use exclusively for peaceful purposes 
which, in its opinion, called for the limitation and prohibition of both 
weapons and military satellites.

non

space
It considered that, in view of its 

complexity, the problem of the limitation and prohibition of military 
satellites should be dealt with at a future time and that, at the present 
stage, efforts should focus on preventing the "weaponization" of space, i.e., 
the prohibition of the development, testing, production, deployment 
any space weapons and the thorough destruction of existing

Delegations examined various multilateral and bilateral instruments, 
the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in 

Outer Space and Under Water (1963), the Treaty on Principles Governing the

and use of
ones.

15.
inter alia.
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Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the 
Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (1967), the Agreement on the Rescue of 
Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched into 
Outer Space (1968), the Agreement on Measures to Reduce the Risk of Outbreak 

Between the United States of America and the Union of Sovietof Nuclear War
Socialist Republics (1971), the Convention on International Liability for 
Damage Caused by Space Objects (1972), the Treaty Between the United States of 
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Limitation of 
Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems (1972), the Agreement Between the United States
of America and the Union of Soviet. Socialist Repuciics on the P. e yen - aor. c. 
Nuclear War (1973), the Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into 
Outer Space (1975), the Convention on the Prohibition of Military or Any Other 
Hostile Use of Environmental Modification Techniques (1977) and the Agreement 
Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and other Celestial Bodies

(1979).
It was noted that, as recognized in the 1967 Outer Space Treaty, 

activities in the exploration and use of outer space should be carried out in 
accordance with international law, including the Charter of the United 

Some delegations underscored the importance of the Charter 
provisions, in particular those concerning the non-use of force, namely,

They stated that provisions of such agreements

16.

Nations.

articles 2(4) and 51.
prohibited any aggressive acts in outer space and, accordingly, afforded a

Other delegations, whilesubstantial degree of protection to space objects, 
acknowledging the importance of the provisions of the United Nations Charter 
relevant to the prevention of an arms race in outer space, rejected the view
according to which article 51 of the Charter could be interpreted as 
justifying the use of space weapons for defensive purposes or the possession

Furthermore, inof defensive systems based on the use of space weapons. 
regard to the reference to article 51 of the Charter, they reiterated that 
this article could not be invoked to legitimize the use or threat of use of

Those delegations also held that norms 
concerning the non-use of force did not and, by their nature, could not
force in or from outer space.

prevent an arms race in outer space, since they did not preclude the
In this context, theydevelopment, testing and deployment of space weapons, 

also noted out that the agreed objective was not to regulate an arms race in
outer space but rather to prevent it, and that any attempt to justify the 
introduction of weapons in that environment contradicted that objective.
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Various delegations, while recognizing the value of the legal restraints17.
imposed by the existing régime, considered that there was a clear need to 
amplify and strengthen that régime to ensure that outer space would not become 
an arena for the arms race and would be used exclusively for peaceful

Some delegations stressed that existing agreements did not containpurposes.
provisions prohibiting the development, testing, production and deployment of 
space weapons and held that, consequently, there was an urgent need to
strengthen, improve and amplify the legal framework relating to outer space 
and to conclude an agreement or agreements, as appropriate, to prevent an arms

With respect to the 1967 Outer Spacerace in all its aspects in outer space.
Treaty, it was stated that some of its basic concepts remain imprecise, 
was also noted that under the Treaty the concept of demilitarization only

It

applied to the Moon and other celestial bodies and that, in the case of outer 
space itself, the Treaty's prohibition covered only the placement in orbit 
around the earth of any object carrying nuclear weapons or any other kind of
weapons of mass destructions, or the stationing of such weapons in outer

Thus, in their view, the Treaty left considerablespace, in any other manner, 
room for various military activities in outer space, including the deployment 
of a wide range of weapons, in particular ASAT weapons as well as BMD weapon-

It was also stressed that rapidsystems adaptable for use in ASAT modes, 
ongoing developments in space weapons technology could erode existing space

In this context, theylaw, perhaps leading ultimately to its redundancy, 
stressed that the existing international instruments, though still of positive
significance, can no longer meet today's needs and, consequently, were 
inadequate for the prevention of an arms race in outer space, 
therefore, arises to conclude new international agreements.

Some delegations stressed that in order to identify the lacunae that 
might exist in the legal régime governing outer space, it was necessary to 
reach a clear and common understanding of what that régime did and did not 

permit.

The need,

18.

In their opinion, outer space was analogous to other environments 
beyond national jurisdiction, such as the high seas, where non-aggressive 
military activities were permitted under the existing legal régime, 
delegations were also of the view that the area of terminology required

for example, the vagueness and
In that connection,

These

further study, to achieve greater precision; 
imprecision of the term "weaponization" was highlighted, 
they referred to document CD/0S/WP.15 which, in their opinion, could be a

These delegations also considered that broader 
participation in existing multilateral agreements and strict observance of 
both multilateral and bilateral agreements would strengthen the legal régime 
applicable to outer space.

basis for future work.
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One delegation, in addition to associating itself fully with the points
control in

19.
in the previous paragraph, added that it viewed effective arms

attainable quest and one to which it was committed. Itouter space as an
believed that the existing legal régime was adequate to deal with current
challenges to arms control in outer space; however, full compliance with

relevant agreements in force was essential.
delegations noted that the existing treaties do not

establish unambiguously that outer space is the common heritage of mankind 

which should be used exclusively for peaceful purposes.
Consideration was given to a number of proposals submitted during 1986

20. However, some

21.
(CD/OS/WP.16 and Add.l) as well as to earlier ones. 2/

delegations stressed that the main objective of the Conference on22. Some
should be the comprehensive prohibition of the development,

Until the realization of
Disarmament
testing, production and deployment of space weapons.

in all its aspects in outersuch a comprehensive goal, to prevent an arms
concurrently also be directed towards the adoption of

race

space efforts should 
partial measures, such as a ban on ASAT weapons 
as systems adaptable for use

and their components, as well
in an ASAT mode that are not prohibited under

existing agreements.
socialist countries stressed the need to block

arms race to outer
Delegations of a group of23.

completely all possible channels for the extension of an
the basis of the proposed draft treaty on the prohibition of the use

space on
of force in outer space and from space against Earth, 
position of other delegations with respect to the comprehensive solution to 
the problem of preventing an arms race in outer space, they were ready to

adopt partial steps, leading towards this final goal.
conclusion of international agreement on

Taking into account the

In their view, one of
the immunity of

such steps could be a 
artificial satellites and on the prohibition of development, testing and

destruction of existing such systems.deployment of new ASAT systems and on the

be found in the2/ References to proposals submitted in previous years may 
1985 report of the Ad Hoc Committee, which is an integral part of the 
Conference's report to the General Assembly (CD/642).
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Various delegations considered that efforts in the Ad Hoc Committee 
should be directed towards the objective of prohibiting the emergence of space 
weapons and several definitions of space weapons were put forward for 
consideration by the Committee (CD/OS/WP.13/Rev.1 and CD/OS/WP.14/Rev.1 and 

Some of these delegations placed particular emphasis on the
In the course of the analysis of the

24.

Add.1).
prohibition of "space strike weapons", 
proposed definitions, some delegations identified common elements which, in 
their view, provided a good basis for reaching a mutually acceptable

Other delegations stated that they viewed withunderstanding of the term.
concern proposals to define selectively and then seek to ban so-called "space

They further maintained that the latterweapons" or "space strike weapons", 
term lacked technical precision and could not be considered as a useful

With reference to that view, someanalytical tool for further deliberations, 
other delegations stated that some preliminary work may be needed to define
the weapons to be prohibited by an agreement or agreements to prevent an arms 
race in all its aspects in outer space, and that the cooperation of all States 
concerned would be necessary to achieve a degree of technical precision of

Those delegations stressed thatsuch definitions which is acceptable to all. 
a uniform opinion on what constitutes space weapons, the enunciation of their 
characteristics and of their principal elements would greatly contribute to 
facilitating the work of the Conference on this subject, 
the need to define with precision the scope of item 5 as a first step to 
advancing in the process of negotiation on the item.

They also stressed

Various delegations focussed attention on the question of the prohibition
It was suggested by some delegations that pending

25.
of anti-satellite weapons, 
the conclusion of an agreement thereon, the space Powers should agree on a 
moratorium on the development, testing and deployment of ASAT weapons, 
this connection, some delegations recalled that one State had declared and 
observed a moratorium on the first launching of anti-satellite weapons into

In

outer space.
Other delegations noted that a ban on ASAT weapons raised a number of 

very complex and difficult questions, inter alia, the definition of 
anti-satellite weapons, the problem of dual purpose space objects, the

ABM and ASAT technologies and capabilities

26 .

problems inherent in the fact that 
shared common elements and verification difficulties.

Some delegations, while noting that in the prevailing international
circumvent the difficulties that exist

27.
environment it may not be possible to 
in the way of comprehensive multilateral agreement or agreements to prevent an
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that is threatened by ASAT weapons and therace in outer spacearms
development of BMD systems, proposed that all technologically advanced States, 
capable of using outer space, could adopt an international instrument to

interim confidence-building measure,supplement the 1972 ABM Treaty, 
pending the conclusion of more comprehensive arrangements (CD/OS/WP.12).

delegations suggested the possibility of multilateralizing the

as an

28. Various 
provisions of 
satellites. Some

existing bilateral agreements relating to the immunity of
delegations provided detailed views to the effect that the

inherent anti-satellite potentialwide range of new technologies that have an
it exceedingly difficult to solve the problem of an adequate protectionmake

of manned and unmanned space objects by the prohibition of a specific weapons
much broader approach was needed centered around aTherefore, acategory.

legal régime for the protection of satellites supplemented by
"rules of the road" agreement.

examination of each of the various ways to render

possible
confidence-building measures in the form of a

One delegation proposed 
a satellite inoperative and prescriptions of suitable measures to protect
satellites from non-destructive interference with their functioning, on the

That delegation

29.

one hand, and from dedicated ASAT weapons on the other.
should manifest the basic political willstated that the major military powers

the ASAT-option from their global strategy and, to that end, enable
work for agreements banning further testing

to drop
the Conference on Disarmament to

dismantling of existing systems.
that active discussion be entered 

and their associated

and deployment of ASAT weapons as well as
The proposal was made by one delegation 

into on measures
ground stations — that contribute to 
of arms control arrangements, 
other delegations.
31. Some delegations were of the view that 
could not be allowed to depend on such concepts as 
they lay at the heart of the action/reaction process 
nuclear arms race and with it the danger
32. Another idea put forward was that the 
question of developing a régime for the

30.
to protect from attack all satellites -

strategic stability and to verification
also made to this proposal byReference was

international peace and security 
strategic stability for 

that perpetuated the
of the annihilation of mankind.

General Assembly should address the 
protection of satellites for peaceful

purposes in the appropriate forum. 
33. Some race in outerdelegations emphasized that all aspects of the arms 

should be dealt with in order to achieve a comprehensive regime to
In their view, the principles of

as a whole.

space
prevent an arms race in outer space, 
demilitarization should be extended to encompass outer space
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Some delegations stressed the fundamental importance and complexity of34.
verification in relation to possible additional measures relating to the 
prevention of an arms race in outer space. 
a basic issue, particularly as the vital national security interests of States 

They were of the view that in this context there were

They stated that verification was

were involved.
particular problems caused by the vastness of space, the possibility of 
concealment of certain systems on earth, and the limitations of existing

Verification methods must be tailor-made to suit the
In their view, the issue of 

Other delegations, while recognizing the

technology.
circumstances of individual agreements, 
verification required deeper study, 
importance of verification, stated that it did not pose insurmountable

They further maintained that the subject should not be dealt 
with in the abstract but, in line with paragraph 31 of the Final Document of
difficulties.

the first special session devoted to disarmament, should be examined in the
Some delegations stated thatcontext of negotiations on specific agreements, 

verification of compliance could be provided by national technical means and 
international verification procedures, including the opening of laboratories
for inspection. In their view, a proposed world space organization could also 
be entrusted with the verification of future agreements to prevent an arms

A number of delegations considered that verificationrace in outer space, 
functions should be entrusted to an international agency so as to provide the
international community with an independent capability to verify compliance

In this connection, somewith space-related disarmament agreements, 
delegations referred to the proposal for the establishment of an international

satellite monitoring agency.
35. Some delegations believed that consideration should be given to ways and

Theyof strengthening and devising new confidence-building measures.means
strengthening the 1975 Registration Convention was desirable, 

conventions designed to allow an exchange of
considered that
and that provisions of other 
information could be implemented more fully. Some delegations also mentioned-

"rules-of-the-road” agreement 
system of space-signalling on the model of practice

as worthy of consideration the elaboration of a 
and the establishment of a
at sea.

that they would continue to consider measures 
in outer space that met the

Some delegations stated 
relating to the prevention of an arms race 
following criteria: 
national security interests, 
immediate negotiations that had been put forward in >-he '-ommi-vee

36 .

verifiability, equitability and compatability with
In their view, at present the proposals for

satisfy these criteria.
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delegation seriously questioned such a position whereby serious
dismissed without even receiving 

That delegation particularly regretted the advancing of

37. One
proposals made by various delegations were 

consideration.proper
arbitrary general criteria even for consideration of specific proposals.

delegations emphasized that the space Powers must demonstrate the 
necessary political will, not only to avoid an arms race in outer space, but

recognize that the pursuit of their perceived interests in this sphere

38. Some

also to
cannot take precedence over the interests of the international community.

believed that questions relating to the prevention of an arms race in
should be considered from a perspective that fully reflected the

They
outer space

and interest of all nations.
delegations considered that, in view of the advanced technology 

involved in the exploration and use of outer space, and the fact that only a 
few States were in a position to benefit therefrom, it was necessary in the 
consideration of proposals to contemplate ways and means of strengthening 
international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space, so that all

without discrimination to space technology to promote
interests and

concerns
39. Some

States would have access 
their economic and social development according to their needs,

In this context, attention was drawn to the proposal for apriorities.
stage-by-stage programme of common practical actions for the peaceful

exploitation of outer space.
Various delegations drew attention to different proposals for the 

establishment of an international space agency, such as a world space 
organization, to promote the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful

40.

purposes as well as to verify disarmament agreements.
delegations considered that greater technical knowledge of

in outer space would permit
41. A number of
issues relating to the prevention of an arms 
the Committee to work more effectively, for which purpose, data provided must

race

Some delegations reiterated their support forbe credible and transparent, 
the establishment of a group of experts, if necessary, outside the framework
of the Ad Hoc Committee to provide expertise and guidance in preventing the

considered that the workOther delegations also 
would benefit from information provided by the major space

weaponization of outer space, 
of the Committee
Powers on their activities in outer space, as well as on the on-going

bilateral negotiations.
The importance of the bilateral negotiations was generally acknowledged. 

Many also stressed the need for a multilateral approach to 
the prevention of an arms race in outer space.

42.
issues relating t0 

that'Some delegations stressed
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tfork at the multilateral level should be constructive in terms of, and 
complementary to, progress in the bilateral negotiations, 
emphasized that the vital interests of all nations were at stake in the 
prevention of an arms race in outer space, 
without detracting from the bilateral process, multilateral negotiations were 
indispensable and that the Conference on Disarmament, as the single 
multilateral disarmament negotiating forum, had the primary role in the 
negotiation of a multilateral agreement or agreements, as appropriate, for the 
prevention of an arms race in outer space in all its aspects.

In the opinion of various delegations, deliberations in the Ad Hoc 
Committee revealed that the existing legal régime was not sufficient to guard

Other delegations

Consequently, they believed that,

43.

against the danger of the extension of the arms race into outer space and
In their view, the scope 
If, however, doubts

that, consequently, additional measures were needed.
of existing legal instruments should be self-evident, 
about their interpretation was being raised they could be resolved only in the

Some delegations noted that there were commonprocess of fresh negotiations. 
elements in the proposals put forward, particularly as regards the ban of ASAT 
weapons and the definition of space weapons, which would facilitate the task
of arriving at an agreement or agreements, as appropriate, to prevent an arms

Other delegations were of the view that it was 
to continue the examination of issues relevant to the prevention of

They

race in outer space.
necessary
an arms race in outer space that had not been sufficiently identified, 
believed that only through a general consensus on such issues would it be

They considered thatpossible to place further options in a viable framework, 
some of the proposals put forward were most pertinent, but believed that they

as well asrequired further detailed elaboration in their technical structure, 
in parallel obligations, such as compliance and verification.

Many delegations underlined that the task entrusted to the Ad Hoc
They, however, regretted the inability

44 .
Committee for 1986 had been completed, 
of the Committee this year to systematically identify the specific measures
necessary to prevent an arms race in outer space while research and

They, therefore, considereddevelopment of space weapons continued apace, 
that at the next session of the Conference, the Committee should begin
negotiations with a view to the conclusion of an agreement or agreements, as 
appropriate, to prevent an arms race in outer space, as specifically stated in 
resolution 40/87 adopted by an overwhelming majority in the General Assembly. 
Other delegations stressed the adequacy of the 1986 mandate to continue

In their view, it was relevant and realisticsubstantive work on this item, 
and permitted a considerable amount of concrete work.
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Annex

[Draft Comprehensive Programme of Disarmament]
of Disarmament][Texts for the Comprehensive Programme

I. Introduction */

- prepireo

C .i-n f the »=rki„g iroup on the Cotprehen.ive Prcgrat-e of 
established at that session. No conclusions regarding this crart 

reached by the Ad Hoc Committee.

V

Disarmament 
were



CD/728 
Annex 
page 12

5. Negotiations between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics on nuclear and space armsi

The United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
have expressed consciousness of their special responsibility for maintaining
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peace and have agreed that a nuclear war cannot be won and must 
fought. never be

the Soviet Union to 
space arms negotiations has 

In this context nations of the world have endorsed the 
proclaimed objective of these negotiations and have stressed the importance of 
their being pursued with utmost despatch with the objective of reaching early 
agreements. In this regard the United States and the Soviet Union should 
also continue to keep in view the followings

The agreement between the United States and 
accelerate the work at their bilateral nuclear and 
been widely welcomed.

(a) The objective to work out effective agreements aimed at preventing 
an arms race in space and terminating it on earth as well as limiting and 
reducing nuclear arms.

(b) The need to take fully into account the security interests of allstates.

(c) The need to display a spirit of flexibility and to maintain equal 
and undminished security for all at constantly decreasing levels of armaments 
and the principle that neither side should seek to achieve military 
superiority over the other.

(d) The requirement for effective, measures for verification of 
compliance with agreements.

(e) The fact that while reductions in the nuclear arsenals of the
United States and the USSR are directly to be negotiated and effected by the 
two sides involved, the overall subject of nuclear disarmament is of 
world-wide concern since nuclear weapons and their accumulation pose a threat 
not only to their possessors and their allies but every other nation.

(f ) [The repeated affirmations of the United Nations General Assembly to 
me effect that bilateral negotiations do not detract from the 
appropriate multilateral negotiating efforts for nuclear disarmament.] 
widely held conviction that the bilateral and multilateral negotiations 
complement each other.]

need for
[The

(g) The need to keep the United Nations General Assembly and the 
Conference on Disarmament appropriately informed of the state of negotiations, 
inter alia, in view of the responsibilities entrusted to these bodies as well 
as the universal desire for progress towards disarmament.

*he Soviet Union and the United States, having agreed to accelerate the 
pace of their bilateral negotiations, should exert every effort to achieve 
agreements on substantial reductions in their nuclear arsenals to be 
implemented during the initial phase of the disarmament process, which should 
be as brief as possible. In this context, the two sides have already agreed 
on the principle of 50 per cent reductions in their nuclear arms appropriately 
applied, as well as the idea of an interim INF agreement, 
initial phase other agreements helpful to the overall disarmament 
should also be concluded and put into effect.

During this
process
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Following is the text of the Joint United States-Soviet statement which 
was issued on 8 January 1985, regarding their negotiations on nuclear and 
space arms :

"As previously agreed, a meeting was held on 7 and 8 January 1985 
in Geneva between George P. Shultz, the United States Secretary of State, 
and Andrei A. Gromyko, Member of the Politburo of the Central Committee 
of the CPSU, First Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the 
USSR and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the USSR.

During the meeting they discussed the subject and objectives of the 
forthcoming United States-Soviet negotiations on nuclear and space arms.

The sides agree that the subject of the negotiations will be a 
complex of questions concerning space and nuclear arms - both strategic 
and intermediate-range - with all these questions considered and resolved 
in their interrelationship.

The objective of the negotiations will be to work out effective 
agreements aimed at preventing an arms race in space and terminating it 
on earth, at limiting and reducing nuclear arms, and at strengthening

The negotiations will be conducted by a delegationstrategic stability, 
from each side divided into three groups.

The sides believe that ultimately the forthcoming negotiations, just 
as efforts in general to limit and reduce arms, should lead to the 
complete elimination of nuclear arms everywhere.

The date of the beginning of the negotiations and the site of these 
negotiations will be agreed through diplomatic channels within one month.

I

A
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E. Related measures

other hostile use ofFurther steps to prohibit military or any 
environmental modification techniques!
1.

Review of the need for a further prohibition of military or any other 
environmental modification techniques with a view to the

eliminate the danger to mankind from such use.

race on the sea-bed and the ocean floor

hostile use of 
adoption of further measures to

Further steps to prevent an 
and the subsoil thereof!

arms2.

Consideration of further measures in the field of disarmament for the
the sea-bed and the ocean floor and in the

and to avoid an armsprevention of an arms race on
subsoil thereof in order to promote the peaceful use of,

, that environment, taking into account, as appropriate, the
of the Sea and the proposais made during 

of the Parties to the Treaty on the
race in
United Nations Convention on the Law
the First and Second Review Conferences 
Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapons of Mass 
Destruction on the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor and in the Subsoil Thereof, 
well as any relevant technological developments.

as

further measures should3. */ in order to prevent an arms race in outer space,
be taken and appropriate international negotiations held in accordance with

The placement of this paragraph in the Comprehensive Programme of 
Disarmament will be determined later.

V
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the spirit of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in 
the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including tne Moon anc vther - ——®s_ia 1 
Bodies.

All States, in particular those with major space capabilities, should 
contribute actively to the objective of the peaceful use of outer space and 
take immediate measures to prevent an arms race in outer space in the interest 
of maintaining international peace and security and promoting international 
co-operation and understanding. V

To this end all effective efforts should be made both bilaterally and 
multilaterally.

In this regard bilateral negotiations have been undertaken and should be 
continued to work out effective agreements on the prevention of an arms 
in cuter space.

Efforts should be made by the Conference on Disarmament in the exercise 
of its responsibilities in accordance with paragraph 120 of the Final Document 
of the first special session of the General Assembly devoted to Disarmament 
and which has [a] [the] primary role in the negotiation of [any] multilateral 
agreement or agreements, as appropriate, on the prevention of an arms race in 
outer space. **/

race

Some delegations reserved their position on the first two paragraphs 
until-the language of this entire section is completed and its placement 
resolved.

V

Many delegations consider that the first paragraph, which reproduces—7
paragraph 80 of the final document of the first special session of the 
General Assembly devoted to disarmament, should be supplemented to reflect 
that present urgency and importance of the subject, 
that it should occupy a more prominent place in the Programme and, to that 
end, propose that it be included as subsection 3 in the section "Disarmament 
measures", under the heading "Space arms", 
the placement of this paragraph pending the balance of the overall document.

They further consider

Other delegations are considering
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Intermediate Stage */

[1. The intermediate stage should start no later than 1990 and last five to 
seven years.

The USSR and the United States should go on with the reduction agreed 
upon during the first stage and also carry out further measures designed to 
eliminate their medium-range nuclear weapons and freeze their tactical nuclear 
systems.

2.

3. Other nuclear—weapon States should pledge to freeze all their nuclear 
weapons and also not to station them in the territories of other countries.

All nuclear-weapon States should eliminate their tactical nuclear 
i.e. weapons having a range (or radius of action) of up to 1,000 km. 
measure should be taken after the completion by the USSR and the United States 
of the 50 per cent reduction of their nuclear weapons that can reach each 
other's territory.

4. arms / 
This

5. The Soviet-American accord on the prohibition of space—strike weapons 
should become multilateral with the mandatory particpation in it of major 
industrial States.

6. All nuclear-weapon States should cease nuclear-weapon tests.

7. There should be a ban on the development of non-nuclear weapons based on 
physical principles, whose destructive capacity is close to that of 

nuclear arms or other weapons of mass destruction.] **/
new

Last stage */

[1. The last stage should begin no later than 1995. 
elimination of all remaining nuclear weapons should be completed, 
of 1999 there should be no more nuclear weapons on earth.

During this stage the
By the end

2. A universal accord should be worked out to ensure that nuclear weapons 
never again come into being.

The last stage should be completed by the end of 1999.] **/3.

V The heading is without prejudice to the position of delegations with 
respect to questions relating to stages of implementation.

.I!/ Some delegations reserved their position on these paragraphs which 
represent the position of one group of States.
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CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT

LETTER DATED 20 AUGUST 1986 ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT BY THE REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS TRANSMITTING 
THE TEXT OF THE SPEECH OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE 
CPSU, MIKHAIL GORBACHEV, MADE ON SOVIET TELEVISION ON

18 AUGUST 1986

I attach the text of a statement made on Soviet television on 18 August 
bv M.S. Gorbachev, General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union.
^■s^ributed as an official document of the Conference on Disarmament.

(Signed) V. ISSRAELYAN

Please arrange for this statement to be
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STATEMENT MADE BY M.S. GORBACHEV, GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SOVIET UNION, 

ON SOVIET TELEVISION

Good evening, dear comrades !

At today's encounter with you, I should like to make a statement 
of the kev problems of international politics.concerning one

The unilateral Soviet moratorium on nuclear tests, which, as vou know,
expired several days ago, onthe Soviet Union strictly observed for one year,

6 August.
This decision was painful, extremely important and, I may say, difricult

What were the reasons which promotedOn what was it based?for us to take, 
it?

In brief, it was based on the realities of the nuclear space age.

How do we view them?What are these realities?

Firstly, mountains of nuclear and every other type of weapon have been
The danger has

The militarization of the
It is

but accelerating.built up, vet the arms race is not abating, 
arisen that it will be transferred to outer space.

the entire NATO block is proceeding at high speed.
of development in military technology isUnited States and

important to emphasize that the pace 
so rapid that it leaves less and less time for peoples, States and politicia 
to awaken to the real threat, and limits the scope for mankind to stop the

There must be no delay, or suchslide towards the nuclear abyss. 
sophisticated weapons systems will emerge that agreement on their control will
be altogether impossible.
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Soviet foreign policy, including disarmament policy, is founded on an 
understanding of the profound changes in the world.

We believe that the Soviet proposals of 15 January 1986 for the 
elimination of nuclear weapons throughout the world by the year 2000 are fully 
in keeping with the requirements of the present day.

We have displayed readiness to seek compromise solutions to problems 
which are causing controversy and suspicion.

The Soviet Union has placed a package of constructive proposals on the 
table at the Soviet-American talks on nuclear and space weapons.

R®cen»lv We submitted to the United Nations, as an alternative to the 
btar wars programme, a programme for the establishment of "Star Peace" 

the creation of a world space organization. and

j
8 At the same time we know with whom we are dealing. Therefore the 

security of our country is sacred to us. This must be clear to all. This is 
a matter of principle.

This is our starting point in replying to any challenges from the 
United States, including the notorious SDI. Let no one plan to intimidate us 
or push us to unnecessary expenditure. If need be, we shall promptly come up 
with the answer, and it will not be the answer expected in the United States. 
But it will render the "Star Wars" programme valueless. I have one aim in 
saying thisi let the American Administration weigh again and again the true 
value of new military programmes and the arms race as a whole from the 
viewpoint of the interests of the United States and its security. In truth, 
the main harm done by SDI is that it undermines the prospects of talks and 
broadens the area of distrust. Herein lies the whole problem. It is as much 
a political as a military problem. For that reason we call once again for a 
shift from a world armed to the teeth to a world without weapons.

Thus, comrades, the Politburo of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union, and the Soviet Government, having thoroughly and 
scrupulously weighed all the pros and cons, and bearing in mind their 
responsibility for the fate of the world, have decided to extend the 
unilateral moratorium on nuclear explosions until 1 January 1987.
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LETTER DATED 26 AUGUST 1986 ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT BY THE REPRESENTATIVE OF 
UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS TRANSMITTING THE REPLY OF 
MIKHAIL GORBACHEV, GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE CP SU CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE TO THE ADDRESS OF THE LEADERS OF ARGENTINA, GREECE, 

INDIA, MEXICO, SWEDEN AND TANZANIA

THE

I have the honour to forward to you the reply of M.S. Gorbachev, 
General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, dated 23 August 1986, to the message from the leaders of 
Argentina, Greece, India, Mexico, Sweden and Tanzania, containing the views 
of the Soviet leadership on a wide range of issues referred to in the 
"Mexico Declaration" and the "Document issued at the Mexico summit on 
verification measures".

Please arrange for this document to be distributed 
document of the Conference on Disarmament.

as an official

(Signed) V. Issraelyan
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REPLY BY THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF 
THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SOVIET UNION

M.S. GORBACHEV

India,to the message from the leaders of Argentina, Greece, 
Mexico, Sweden and Tanzania

Mr. Raul ALFONSIN 
President of Argentina

Mr. Andreas PAPANDREOU 
Prime Minister of Greece

Mr. Rajiv GANDHI 
Prime Minister of India

Mr. Miguel de la MADRID 
President of Mexico

Mr. Ingvar CARLSSON 
Prime Minister of Sweden

Mr. Julius NYERERE
First President of Tanzania

Gentlemen,

I wish to thank you for your message of 7 August 1986, in which you put
intiative designed to break the deadlock affecting aforward a new concrete 

key issue in lessening the risk of nuclear war - that of ending nuclear reaper.
tests.

We are in full agreement with the conviction stated in your declarat-or. 
that responsibility for protecting our planet is borne by all peoples living 
on it. The task of preserving human civilization and preventing it from 
perishing in the flames of nuclear catastrophe is indeed a common task for a__ 
States and all peoples. Once a nuclear war broke out, it would affect all and
everyone.

We share your assessment of the fatal consequences to which the use of 
small fraction of the world's existing nuclear arsenals may lead. The 
of upgrading and further stockpiling is continuing, and nuclear weapon

That is why there is no more urgent and

even a
process
tests are contributing to it.
important task today than that of putting a stop to all nuclear tests. 
step could genuinely help to stop the qualitative and quantitative development

This measure would mark a beginning of progress along

Such a

of nuclear arsenals, 
the path leading to a nuclear-free world.

i
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It is clear from the "Mexico Declaration" that you and we have a shared 
approach to the serious consequences which would ensue if outer space were to 
become a new arena for the arms race. Like you, we are convinced that space 
should be used exclusively for peaceful purposes, in the interests of all 
mankind. This is the foundation of our country’s recent initiative calling 
for the development of international co-operation in averting an arms race in 
space and promoting its peaceful use.
and space weapons we have tabled concrete proposals designed to ensure that 
space does not become an arena for military rivalry, 
strengthening the Treaty on the Limitation of Anti-ballistic Missile Systems, 
which in present conditions constitutes the foundation of strategic stability, 
as well as full and strict compliance with all the provisions of that 
instrument, which has no specified date of termination, 
considerable significance in our view is early agreement between the USSR and 
the United States

At the Soviet-American talks on nuclear

We are in favour of

A matter of

on banning space-to-earth and space-space strike weapons, 
prohibiting anti-satellite systems and destroying such facilities already 
possessed by the two sides. The Soviet Union is open to suggestions for 
solving this whole group of issues, and for seeking individual agreements 
which will ultimately lead to the goal laid down - a dependable means of 
blocking the path to the militarization of outer space.

In the Mexico Declaration", you also touch on the question of a 
Soviet-American summit. new

The Soviet Union is in favour of such a meeting. 
However, this new meeting should promote the normalization of relations 
between the USSR and the United States, improvement of the international 
situation and more rapid progress in the arms reduction talks, 
meeting we would be prepared, for example, to sign an agreement banning 
nuclear tests.

At such a

In brief, a meeting of the Soviet and American leaders should 
be really meaningful. This was the thrust of the understanding reached by the 
leaders of the two countries in Geneva.

In conclusion I should like to 
efforts to curb the

express my conviction that our joint 
race and halt nuclear weapons tests will eventually 

be translated into concrete measures that will lead to attainment of that 
important goal.

arms

Sincerely yours,

M. GORBACHEV
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