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PQBLEMS OF REHABILITATION OF 'JATERFRONT
COMMUNITiF~ T¯E A~FFET ~ŠT.L~WRENCE

DEVELOHIENT

An address by the Minister of Transport, Mr,.
Lionel Chevrier, delivered to the Mille Roches
Chamber of Commerce, at Moulinette, Ontario,

March 2, 1953.

I. The History

()1932 Treaty of Washington;
the two-stage development scheme;
its defeat in the U.S. Senate.

(2) 1941 Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Agreement;
the one-stage development;
under this agreement the lederal Government
was to construct all the works both power and
nsaV'igation.

(3) The all-Canadian proposal.

(4) The StaLaureht-Truman conversations, September 191.

(5) Legislatioa:- the St. Lawrence Seaway Authority;
the agreement with Ontario for the development of
power.

(6) Joint application, Canada and United States, to the
International Joint Commission.

(7) The exchange of notes by which Canada undertakes to
build the canal on its side of the line.

(8) The hearings of the International Joint Commission.

(9) The Order of Approval of the I.J.C., October 1952.

(10) The removal of the Gut Dam.

(11) The application of the New York State Power Authority
before the Federal Power Commission.
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The project approved of by the Order of the International
Lt Commission is the 238-242 controlled single stage project.
main features are as follows:-

(1) A oontrol dam in the vicinity of Iroquois Point.
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(2) A dam~ in tIie Long Sauxlt RapiC1s at the lhead of

Barnht~ Iland anid tw>o power hosS one on
either side of the international bound+ary at
the foot of Barnhart Island.

(3) A aide canal with one lock to carry navigation 
around

the control dam at Iroquiois and a side canal with
two lôock Vp carry navigation from Cornwall to
the pool above the Long Sault dam.

(4) DykCes where neoeasary. on both aides of the border to

retain the pool leve). above the Lonig Sau.1t dam.

(15) Excavation and dredgiflg S0 that ail navigation 
channels

will have a depth of 27 feet.

(8) The necessary railroad and h4ghway modificati.ons 
on

either Bide. of the international bot2ndary.~

III. The-Effeot

The effect of these *orks wii.l be to create a iluge lalce
extedin, fom resott' Vo CornwVall. Theé area appreciably

afete9. th work las a length of 32 miles by~ a width of

from one~ t four' miles. When it is realilzed that the average

elevation along Higlhway No. 2 is 220$ it will be seen 
that

once theproject lias been com»leted everything withîn 
this area

will be inundated Vo the extOeit of aïiywhere f rom 18 to 22 f eet.

The muniipaities seriously affected by 4loodirig are six

(a) In1 thie County of Stormont

(1) TownshiJp of Osnabruck

(2' Township, of Cornwall.

(b) In the County of DLlndas

(1) Townshi.p of Matilda

(2) Village of Iroquiois

(4) Vifllg of Morrisburg

tor£ iV yèrs Itcnb asmdtatn ling of the

farshrd *il ocu until Sprin c'mes around approzinately
tbhree years f rom the time of beginxningbO1 iiu Vta

time flooding will be instantaneou8. conistron.~î At o a

thie water in two sagees. It is Proposed Vo aoqui al ad
blw eevation 248.

Th problem i he-od

(a) to preserve the soonie beauity of the area;

(b) Vthe cOmmunities affected;
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(c) to cotupensate th.e individual property owner.

(a) ThePeevaino Scni Buy

Theo proposed development inl th4e International Rapids
section will f'lood one of~ the most beautifu1 sections2 of the
St. Lawrence. It will bring an end to t.he Long Sault Rapids
and it~ wilXl do awaiy wît1i one of the loveliest drives êxtending
along.he north shore of tha River' St. Lawrence tha1t can baeseen

ainywhere ,in Cana4w. Care mus be taken '4hat the poweqr develop-
ment wi4 lQl n3oY merel$ bring an eno th~e leauty of the rapids

invlQved bu~t~ th it wil no brn into beixng an eysr
comprable t those whi9ch s0 many tizmes reul4t frQnm sc yworks.

Parhas the best and worst exam~ples o-ha~t canbe done

Th ehaudie e aret y4 ofve

was preserved. There the Coinpany was interested in the,
developnment of' cottage sites, and by planning and foresight was

al o enuei±,eeomn of.hese Laewthu

oaslofh IStIL La~~wrence, thr is> ee f~Qrý.e-

Here I would'point out that, in the Agreemnent signed on
Deuebez 3. 9,1 , betwe:en the!fer and Ontario gQVTrnments

Ontario w:L- 4 e4 ab24p aomiso ýo supevis i the
execution Of eti]IWOftM S as may beapo'it, *nïtn
9wità.te exoto.,o theworks, to sf pguad gnd enhance

the.di ýsei beatyoe,,an hitoi asoiain Jt th

'ýhezonuÇ4 -an th hsorie assoiations oof iarea
tu' 1 wil diep4rfrvr To thi sectiQn- Ontario r
related some of the m~ost historie episodes ini the hitryO
Canada - the exploration of the west and the Iudian 'wars of

the ~ ~ 'ýeomp& ofthe 1Un c ~Empire Loyalista,

0;,' J4LWhQ4 tVç" W Jose wor is bu h loae

Th dominattýtr iof th rir.tzn okft~ 0ea c qjd
.. dorawll Twnpips ade.,,thir ew.,oondtion wil be&, Mirln

qf fr .o tz inthe4Qwlak wheli ill- sretc fo si

h
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mainiand at eitkier end. The channels to be bridged wotild not

be more than 4 or' 5 in nuniber and~ woulI6 be cdnparatively

shallow. These islaflds are Partially wcoded 110w. In the couarse

of 3 or~ 4 years they should bedome very desirabie siteès for

summer cottages~.

Bet*wéfl M.orrisburg anld Cornwall3 there are soe1
cemeeies that will be inandabed. TI'vo of thiese ar west of

Morrsbxrg. It is in these graveéyai'&s probàbly~ mnore thni
aiiy :ôther spots Vthdt the historic associations o th Vsrê are

ens~hti8d. Whe2,é tb trnfer the graves and4 tombstones of

.I.thô8e piornê#r and othes burid in Vthese ce meteriie iat will

thi-s shold be doie~ in 1a-.entral sPeVOr~ in làocal cmeteries& as

close as may be Vo, and as neily-as possible lik th original

location are mattei'8 for each coxmmity to give coinidei'ation
tô It migt well be th&atf a sin~gle hMêMorl ckmetery were

r a
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The relocation of churoh buildings where congregations
hav been disprsed~ w4.Jl i-n MosQt Cases recjidre very symfpathetic

copwaidraton, particularly with1 reGard to independ¶et conl-,
grgàipn whos members'hip iuay scatter -;Jdely.

IotJier words, 1there must be iprDlçxged. negtiatio
beteenthepepleOf ,1i1Je Rochfes an~d otb.er comnte affected

wït te ody obdisresonsblLe for thwe matter in oÉder
811 enUr 8rel-ato. Ths tiations migh aea1

their objectiv the estabihent of~ a new towtt on a new to n-
site hswudb eurdt eli ou on aL1 3modern basis

position because 30-foOt naiOY a&tîon is read ily obtàiable' th
ziew shore uine nort49f hre.

In eveopig apý91 fr tis rea qoplee ol-ordination

BLJOadan Naihb1alwateOtaineatent of

PO gade epaatedcrosings, clover-

i t i s î l l n o b e :I .s t i g t o i d e î ç Ï n " " -m t t e r s o f
er-OXIOÉà t9th ntina tr'poration

(c) Compensation to the IndlvidLa. Property 0 1 wet

flot an expert on this and can only

to an owner in its actual ofdit2o

)riaton whi*ch tae place

of cmpesatýààin cases or
19 he:V-lueofthe land

at he im 'of'the taking,
ý, eistngvlueof ta

-fLýing e4yl'ài4tg du Q

ror property exproprïatd by t
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BonIe profbitable business which lie ïs carrying on or désiresto carry on upon it and in such ' circumstý~ -e it may well betlatthe selling, price ol' the land îIn t'la open market wouldbe no adequ.ate com1pensation to him f'or the loss of' theopportuniity to carry on tliat business tlhere," Ini sucli a casehere is the forul.a.suggested: that the owner is entitledto that wich a prudent person in his position would be w11l.ingto g<ive f'or the land sooner than fai to obtaini it.

In the WJoods case rel'erred to above the Supree Couart gavea.pprovai. tcY the granting of' an allowance f'or compulsoe, takingto be acded to the value of' the land anid buildings expr'opriated.The allowance was l'ixed at 10% but it doèS flot appear to b. amatter of right. It ia considered as a factor iii the.compen-satioù and is awarded in Proper caes.

V. What is Being Done towarls a Solutioni

(1) At1 the z'equest of th~e Government of' th6 Province ofOntario the H~ydro commission has estabisean
advisory comm4ttee witLh representatives of' the va4lousdeat1en ts of ,government concerled wit4 the wok --Planig and Deve1opnent, !IigJways, AgricultureEdudationx, LXands and Forests, and Muicipal Afar..

Thiswasanflouuced by the Honourab1e ii.Calisihis address in Cornwa&ll to the GounUcil Meein of th~eUnited Counties of' Storinont, Du.rdaa and Glengarry on
Januay 2Othi.

lb I
I

(2)Anexer i cmnty planning and a repreaentativ.
of th Canaian; atioal Ralwayshaveben Icu4rithe commttee.

(3) Mfr. ItD. Rothwell,, of the. Ontario Hy&XrQJ has berappointed liaison engineer oni the~ project, and th
advsorycomittee reports to hilL lus resPOnsibilities

sitesU~, sceic beauto

(4)A éia 're has been cOpee )by Ont£,.rXo Htydroof heýntaio sh.ore to a dpth of.ixmlsfoPrescott to Mille Roches. Maps withL the SOale of~,~Ofeet to. theê inc are ben preypard an4ti*3

will ~ ~ ~ - .L4roLVJW.4e vaubeindsuson ewentet

1~ I~> ~

(6) i
rjj » ~
il v >1

4L i

theuncipliie tobeaf etdb the S

It is the. intentioni Of the Provincoial
th Commission t the We e ivoly 0 d in tii.

,qt deelomen w-iole

~~d3 i

VI. - Conclusion-
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to the magnitude of the problern. There is no doubt but that
the three probleas aentioned are the one whioki have to be
801v.d. Ail I cari say is that Ontario Hydro ie stuêying the
problea carefuflly and they should b. givun every opjýortunity tor
deal with it. After ail, the greeun li6fit has not yet been
giv 11 fromaWashington anid it is sonmewhat early to present a
cleur-cut solution at tizis time,

'Whether or not the advisory oommittee established is
Sifficient to desi with this three-fold, proble! I amn not
Prepared to say. It aay be that this body cari des.l with the
whole problern.

But in any event there are two tJiings clee.r ina my oeind:
firat, U*ydro will provide practiol assistance ini the laying
ouat of townsites and the, re-establiaimnt of communities; second,
it is uiot enough for the 00ohunitis to uake tlieir wishes
known te Hydro. ?hey mnust expeot to take a considerable share
of the initiative in workin8 out a solution for themselves.

1 comend the citizens Of Mille Roches for having*Btabliahed theselves in an association to deal with this
problea, I reoommend that the. other communities along the
river-front do likeuise. It wifll b. in their own intereat both
individually ond collectivelY so to do.
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