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CALENDAR OF HOLINESS MEETINGS.

Every Tuesday, at 3 p.m., at 205 Bleeker St. A hearty invitation is extended to all to
attend this meeting. Friends are free to come late or leave early when they are not
‘able to rémain during the whole service, which usually coutinues for two hours.
Strangers in the city will easily find the place by taking any Sherbourne Street car
as far as Howard St., and a very little inquiry at that point will suffice to find the
place, ss it is quite near.

Avenue Road Methodist Church, Friday evening.

Brockton Methodist Church, Friday evening.

Every S;lturday, at 8 p.m., at Bloor Street Church. This meeting is easy of access
by Yonge or Church St. cars. It is one of the best holiness meetings held in
the city, and we would particularly invite strangers who wish to attend one of our

“meetings to come, .

Every Saturday, at 7.30 p.m., at Dundas Street Church.

Ever;y Savurday, at 8 p.m., at Woodgreen Church.

Every Sunday, at 3 p.m., at 111 Avenue Road.

Every Sunday, at 4 p.m., at Berkeley St. Church.

Every Monday, at 8 p.m., at 284 Robert St.

Every Monday, at 8 p.m., at Queen St. Church. This is led by Dr. Ogden. Is well
attended, and will well repay strangers visiting the city for attending. '

Holiness meetmcrs are held in Tilsonburg, Welland, Montreal, Park Hill, and some
other places which we will place in t! e calendar so soon a8 we receive details.
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“ ALONE WITH GOD.”

¢ Alone with God ” on the mountain top
Of joy and exultation ; ’
Alone with Him in the valley
Of deep humiliation.

¢ Alone with God,” while pleading
Before the mercy seat ;

Alone with Him when seeking
To be in Christ complete.

¢ Alone with God ” in penitence,
Bowing before His face;

Seeking peace and blessedness
Through His renewing grace.

“ Alone with God” in the desert,
Trying to rest awhile;
Rejoicing in His pardoning love,
. In the sunlight of His smile.

¢ Alone with God ” when musing
On the bliss of the golden shore ;

Longing to ke in His presence
‘With the loved ones gone before.

Most blessed Lord ! no matter what
Surrounding scenes may be;

We never can be lonely
When all alone with Thee.

Dec. 5, 1887. METHODIST.

It is highly improper to speak of the
Holy Ghest baptism in the plural, for it is
the baptism, and not baptisms. The same
individual never needs more than one bap-
tism of the Holy Ghost, unless he backslides,
and has to be converted and sanctified again,

. Manifestations are proper and we should be

weady for them any time, and expect them
frequently.— Pentecost.

THE ANNUAL CONVENTION.

The eighth Annual Convention of the
Canada Holiness Association will be held
in Colborne Street Methodist Church,
Brantford, commencing on Mondayeven-
ing, the 20th of February next, at 7.80
p.m., and continuing through the three
following days.

We particularly request that all the
friends who may be able to attend will
notify Rev. R. W. Woodsworth, the pas-
tor, of their intention, at their earliest
convenience, to facilitate preparation for
their entertainment.

We bespeak much prayer by indivi-
duals and assemblies for this coming
gathering, that all possible spiritual
blessing may attend its sessions,

To those accustomed to attend our
Association gatherings we need say
nothing concerning the character of this
meeting, as we presume it will be similar
in its general characteristics to preced-
ing ones. But to othets we remark,
that it is simply of the nature of a
three days’ holiness meeting.

One short session is all we find needful
for the transaction of the business of
the Association, all the remaining ser-
vices being devoted to the work of
building up believers in the faith, and
helping others into the highway of holi-
ness.

We expect to see a large gathering of
the friends of holiness from wvarious
points, and offer to all a hearty welcome.

We expect to arrange for the usual
railroad facilities, that is, parties who
present a certificate, when buying
their ticket, can, on their return trip,
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gecure a ticket for one-third fare. These
certificates can be obtained from Bro.
Woodsworth on application.

THE EXTENT OF THE WITNESS
OF THE SPIRIT.

There are other difficulties which
attend the effort to make heart purity
stand for the second blessing.

The simple statement of doctrine in
connection with this expression is, that
the sinner, after conversion, has still
remaining in his nature seeds, roots of
sin, called inbred sin, which, sooner or
later, manifest themselves in the life and
conduct,—but that the blessing of heart
purity takes these all out of the heart,
rendering it pure, and capable of being
filled with perfect love, and that this
when accomplished is witnessed to by
the Holy Spirit.

Now, we gladly admit that the sub-
stance of this statement of doctrine is
both scriptural and Wesleyan, we simply
take exception to the manner, the method
of stating these truths as not apostclic.
The scriptural order we maintain is, that
the sinuer, after conversion, may receive
the Holy Ghost, as the promise of the
Father, and obey Him as his sole law in
life, when, as a necessary result purity
of heart beromes the experience of such
a believer. Obedient walk in the Spirit
being the only condition also for retain-
ing and growing in this grace of the
Spirit.

Well, some way ask, what does it

- matter what order is adopted in receiv-
ing spiritual blessings, so long as the
result is secured ? ’

This argument would have consider-

able force 1f it could be shown that the
same results, in every case, cr even
usually, did follow. But this we are
inelined to believe is by no means the
case. But even then it would scarcely
be safe to change ser ptural order.
* King David found, to his sorrow, that
it was & hezardous matter to change the
Divine order, even in transporting the
Ark of the Covenant from one point to
anothe~. For although his method had
much to commend itself before men, it
ended 'n d saster.

The common-sense advice of Wesley
to his helpers. “It is better to keep ou-
rules than to try to mend them,” is good
advice in this matter alvo. It is far
better, whilst it cannot be wrong, to fol-
low implicitly the seriptural order so-
plainly set’ forth in the teachings of
Chr st and the first Christians.

The Saviour nowhere taught that the
blessing of heart purity was a distinctive
second blessing, after the manner of
modern thought. In His few allusions
to the subject of purity He in no wise
connected it with the gift of the Holy
Ghost,

We shall not stay to expand this argu-
ment by quoting these passages, but
remark n the passing that anyone who
looks them up will find that they not
only b ar out this thought, but also
show, that if His references to purity of
heart teach a distinet experience, then i%
would foilow that the reception of the
Holy Ghost should be looked on as
alway- to te a distinct third experience
or blessing, which teaching would greatly
confuse the whole Gospel plan. and would
make Peter and Christ at variance in
their deliverances on this subject.

Then again, what difficulties arecleared
away by the Pentecostal method when
considering the personal experiences of
the New Testament saints. Again and
again the reasonable demand is made, to
show where and when Paul and the other
writers of the New Testament obtained
the blessing of hears purity ; and to say
the least of it, there is much confusion and
lack of unanimity in answering this
question. But we find no difficulty in
replying to it when the seriptural order
is followed, for the day of Pentecost

fully answers it with many, and the con-

tinued story of the Acts of the Apostles
clearly points to it in others; whilst the
epistles are full of allusions to this same
definite experience

Further, difficulties are met with in
the one teaching as contrasted with the
other in the matter of inbred sin, re-
mains of the carnal nature, ete. In the
one case.the whole subject is brought
down to such simplicity that the way-
faring man, though a fool, shall not err
therein, but in the other case there is
room for a load of transcendentalism
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end mysticism that puzzles many and
favors the Antinomian desires of more.

How simple the statement of doctrine
from the Pentecostal standpoint. Man
as o sinner comes to Christ with confes-
sion and sorrow of heart, and, by faith,
is accepted, and forgiven all the past,
and adopted into the family of God.
Now he may in gratitude of heart set
out to serve God and obey Him, but this
he soon finds ont to be utterly impossible,
till he adopts God’s order, which is the
acceptance of the Holy Ghost as his only
law—his guide into all truth. This
simple law he finds he can fully otey,
and so secure perfect obedience to all the
laws, the will of God.

Now, this inability to walk in all the
commands of the Lord blameless in any
other way may be called by a variety of
names, when the facts of the case are
kept clearly befere the mind, without
confusing matters in the least, for in
every case the expressions, however
figurative, are limited and fixed in their
meaning by the known facts. Inbred
sin simply means that man, even when
forgiven, cannot fulfil the law unless
when walking in the Spirit, that is, when

obeying implicitly the Guide Divine,

after having received Him as the pro
mise of the Father in the fulness of
present possibility. And so of the ex-
pressions—carnal mind, roots of bitter-
ness, remains of sin in believers, ete.
They all allude to the one simple fact 'n
experience above considered, and whilst
the figurative character of some of ‘hem
is admitted, still they all can be made to
do service in their variety of expressions
in turning the atttention more or less to
the one serious fact of vast import in
every Christian’s experience, that whilst
“to be carnally minded is deatn, to be
spiritually minded is life and peace, for
the carnal mind is not subject to the law
of God, neither indeed can be.,” That is,

_all efforis to keep perfectly the laws of

God, which do not take in obedience to
the law of the Spirit as the only law of
life, result in complete failure. But
obedience to this simple law ig easy,and
secures perfect obedience to every com-
mand and ordinance of God as they
affect us. A
Contrast with this the cumbrous ma-

chinery connected with the other teach-
ing on this point. Inbred sin, in place
of being looked upon as a simple attitude
of the soul, is too often treated as a
sowsething in us which has a kind of
ethereal substance, and which is to be
cast out, as offal is thrown from a build-
ing in process of cleansing. So, too, the
word flesh loses its firurative character
in this connection, aud certain positive
changes in the body are looked for to
verify fantastic notions which may be-
entertained on the subject.

Now, if the flighty notions of which
this teaching is the parent would end in
fantastic thought, it might be passed by
with a smile, but the resultant evil is
apt to be of more serious import. For
when one entertuins the notion that in
being cleansed from all filthiness of flesh
and spirit, some mysterious change has
entered into the texture of soul or body,
how natural to presume that any sin of
omission or commission on the part of
such a changed being is different in its
essence from the sins of unsanctified
souls. Any one can see, who at all turns
his attention to it, that here is an Anti-
nomian door which, if but slightly opened,
may be gradually thrown wide open to
the antagonizing all Bible teaching con-
cerning the exceeding sinfulness of sin.
Need we add that we have seen, and are
constantly seeing the evil effects of this
teaching in efforts to condone sin in the
lives of professors of holiness.

Should one, who presumes that inbred
sin has been removed after this fantastic
fashion, be overtaken in a fault, say, by
giving way to anger, what a complication
of difficulties follows. Inu..u sin must
have rushed back into the soul, either
immediately before or after the act of
sin was committed. 1f not, how can we
class such a sinner. Or to go further
back, since the temptation to anger could
only come from without, is the fit of
passion absolutely the same as in the
case of an unsanctified svul? If not,
where is the difference ?

We just indicate some of the theo-
logical tangles which are connected with
this teaching we are ecriticising. We
well remember how these and kindred
questions used to affect us, for we found
no intelligent solution of them in all our
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extensive reading of holiness literature,
till we found it in simple apostolic prac-
tice, and so unhesitatingly we advise
those who have trouble on any of these
questions to go to the same fountain
head of spiritual blessing, for “ the Com-
forter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, He shail
teach you all things "—John 14: 26.

EXPOSITION.

¢ Having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even
the law of commandments contained in ordinances;
for to make in Himself of twain one new man, o
making peace.”—Eru 2: 15,

This enmity is the reluctance, dis-
covered in the soul, to do duty, whether
it be in the converted or in the uncon-
verted.

Much useless discussion has been in-
dulged in concerning Paul’s argument
in the seventh chapter of Romans, as to
whether he had reference to saints or
sinners. The fact is he plainly had
reference to this opposition or dislike
to the performance of duty wherever
found.

Does a man go reluctantly to preach
the Gospel ? It means that he prefers
not to preach,and in this case the enmity
is not abolished. Does he go with an
cffort, and from a sense of duty, to class
or prayer-meeting?* He goes against
his preferences, and so demonstrates the
existence of the enmity, even the law
of commandwent, contained in ordi-
mances. Does he lay downthe newspaper,
«or work of fiction, or even holiness liter-
ature, to read the Bible from a sense of
duty ? He proves to himself that the
enmity in his case has not been abolished.
And so of private or public prayer, of
giving, of working for the salvation of
sinners, indeed of all the rounds of labor
or rest as they go to make up the life of
& man, whether before cr after conver-
sion, or sanctification. Wherever prefer-
ence goes one way, and duty another,
however trifling the conflict Letween
them, there the enmity plainly has not
been abolished; and of the twain, pre-
ference and duty, one new man has not
yet been made.

However strong may be the effort to

cover over this patent fact, by strong
profession of love to God, and of experi-
cnces many and various, still the ctfort
ends in failure; for conscience ¢ ser and
anon thunders through the soul that
enmity is yet alive and vigorous, as
duty after duty claims attention.

Reader, has this ennity in your being
been abolished ? It may be absolutely
slain. No matter what arguments may
be brought forward to demonstrate its
existence as a necessity, and the impossi-
bility of its complete extirpation, never-
theless one satisfactory example of its
utter destruction will disprove all such
reasonings.

No matter also how this enmity may
be caressed, and called pet names, as
humble-inindedness, works of self-denial,
crucifixion of the flesh, taking up the
cross, ete., still its true character will
ever exhibit itself to the sincere searcher
after truth in the involuntary exclama-
tion, “ O wretched man that I am, who
shall deliver me from this dead body!”

Long we carried this festering carcass,
this Upas blight, poisoning all our works
of the flesh, “ the law of commandments
contained in ordinances.” At conversion
we fondly hoped we had seen the last of
it, but speedily it reappeared. When
we received the blessing of sanctifi-
cation we were sure that now we had
annikilated our foe, but although, in
order to be consistent with our professed
creed, we assumed that it was destroyed,
we knew in our secret soul that it was
not.

Not till we not only were in Christ
Jesus, but walk-d after the Spirit was
the battle ended; for then, and not till
then, is the righteousness of the law
fulfilled by us who walk after the Spirit
and not after the law of commandments
contained in ordinances.

In other words, this enmity is dead
and buried only in those who have
learned to distinguish between' the oper-
ations of the Spirit and our own
thoughts in all things, sacred or secular,
as they touch our lives, and act out that
knowledge every moment.

He gathers that hears; he spends that
teacheth. If we spend before we gather, we
shall soon prove bankrupts.—DBiskop Hall.

N
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CHAMPIONING PROVFESSORS OF
HOLINESS.

Tlis is ever the thin end of the wedge
which tends to religious partyism. A
professor of holiness has no more claims
on another for championship than any
other professed Christian has. And yet
it is an easy matter to err here, and,
almost unconsciously, show greater soli-
citude in condoning the faults of profes-
sors of holiness than of others.

Itis such a plausible reason to give for
extreme sensitiveness on this puint, that
the cause of holiness will be greatly
injured if so and so, who makes a strong
profession, should be shown to be un-
Christlike in his conducé. And so if is
argued, that it is better to pass over his
farlures in silence, or even to go out of
our way to defend or apologize for them
for the sake of others.

Now, what we ask s the cause of
holiness? Is it the people who profess
holiness? By no means. It is pre-
eminently the cause of truth.

Jesus proclaimed His mission to the
world in the following language: “For
this cause came I into the world, that I
should bear witness to the truth.,” Else-
where He declared it as a universal fact
that all real lovers of the truth would
come to Him, accordiag to a ‘law of
natural selection,—* He that loveth the
truth heareth My voice” Whilst the
first, if not the only cause of condemna-
tion to man was given as want of love
for the truth. “This is the condemna-
tion, that light is come into the world,
and men loved davkness rather than the
light.”

Paul, carrying this thought further,
shows that all forms of evil attend this
want of love for the truth. “Becouse
they receive not the truth in the love of
it, and for this cause God shall send
upon them stronz delusion, that they
may believe a lie, that they all inay be
damned who have pleasure in unright-
eousness and have not pleasure in the
truth.” ’

Holiness then, in one sense, is truth,
and profession of holiness is bearing
witness to the truth, that is, to the truth
of the words' of Jesus as they apply to
us. It is really a challenge to the world

to come and see that Christ had made
good His words in us, that iy, in our
lives.

Men are therefore called on to take
the life of Christ and test our lives by
it, and the more r.gid the testing the
better for all concerned. Where, then,
there is failure on the part of any to
successfully abide eclose examination,
blame should not rerain with the test-
ing, but with the party who failed. And
be it remarked, the knowledge of this
failure is healthful, not only for the
party himself, but for the world at large.

If the profession of holiness is not
trathful, it is better that it should be
known, and that as speedily as possible.
For, in the first place, it gives the indi-
vidual himself opportunity for improve-
ment, and in the second place, it prevents
others being deceived. Yea, also, so
soon as the profession of holiness on the
part of any becomes, to any degree,
untrue, no matter how it may have har-
monized with the truth for years before,
the sooner that defect is discovered the
better for all concerned,—and even pub-
licity in this matter need not.be looked
on as a misfortune.

All championing therefore, of holiness
people, we conclude, is contrary to the
spirit of the Gospel. Christ, through us,
is really on His trial before the world,
in His power to make good His words.
He, our Master, boldly proclaims to the
world that He is able to take us, as we
are, and transform us into His image, so
that we may be as He was in this world,
living representatives of Jesus,

And this is no mnere sentimentalchange,
but one which makes the whole life bear
witness to the truth, “Handle Me and
see,” words used by the Saviour, fittingly
proclaim the readiness with which all
His followers submit to the severest, as
well as the most public, test of genuine-
ness in their witness to the truth as it
is 1 Jesus.

Where, then, is there room for fearful-
ness or alarm when, in the religions
world, commotions abound and disputa-
tions are rife. Are not these things but
God’s sifting times, when the true and
the false are being made evident. “Let
us also rejoice in our tribulations: kncw-
ing that tribulution worketh patience;



174

THE EXPOSITOR OFF HOLINESS

and patience, probation; and probation,
hope: and hope putteth not to shame;
because the love of God has been shed
abroad in our hearts through the Holy
Ghost which was given unto us.” Rom.
5:3-5.

When one, then, is a true witness of
God to the world he has reason to rejoice
cver the opportunity of glorifying Him
in testing times, by proving tc himself
and to others that he is like his Master;
whilst, if not a true witness, he has reason
{0 rejoice that the fact has become patent
to him~elf and others. Any other emo-
tion conirary to real satisfaction at such
times awakens the suspicion of sorne
more or less pronounced form of hypoc-
risy as its origin,

PERSONAL TESTIMONY.

We deem it right and in the interests
of truth to give to the public our Chris-
tian testimony of the past year.

In general terms it is that we have
proved, through the e..tire year, that all
the promises are yea and amen in Christ
* Jesus,

To deal more in particulars, our reli-
gious joy and peace and labor in the
Lord have measured up to our highest
expectations. In this respect no good
thing has been withheld from us.

Not only have we had the conscious-
ness that all the dark record of pastsins
had been blotted out, and the stains
thersof cleansed away by the blood of
Christ, bub also the abiding testimony,
during the entire year, as well as at the
present moment, that in thought, word
and deed “wr have walked worthy of
God unto all pleasing.”

There has not been one day during
the year withcut a perfectly satisfactory
record as o peace, joy, and abounding in
the work of the Lord.

Now, whilst in o general way we con-
nect this record of our life with the
atonement of Christ, at the same: time
it has been the immediate outcome of
obedient walk in the Spirit, We have
simply been ,true to our covenant with
the Holy Spirit, and He has been the
one and only law of our life.

"We -have through still another year

proved this obedience not only to be
practical, but sinple, natural and glad-
some. In all life’s activities we have
aprung forward in glad obedience, and
have known no failure.

We have made innumerable mistakes,
and yet have not made one mistake
which brings to us a moment’s regret, or
that militated against the fact that every
moment of the year we had, and still
have, the witness of the Spirit that we
pleased God; whilst His joyous “ Well
done ” spoken in the soul, has been our
ground of confidence, our satisfaction,
our joy. “For our rejoicing is this, the
testimony of our conscience, that in sim-
plicity and godly sincerity, not with
fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God,
we have had our conversation in the
world.”

Reader, if you have like testimony to
give to the honor and truthfulness of
our covenant-keeping Jesus, rejoice with
us in our supreme joy and satisfaction.
If not, but you are a sincere lover of the
truth, be encouraged by this testimony
to claim your indiv’ ‘ual pentecost, for
the promise is to you as well as to all
that are afar off. And so our New
Year’s greetings are to you: May the
peace of God, passing all understanding,
keep your heart and mind, through
Christ Jesus. And may the grace of
Christ Jesus, the love of God the Father,
and the communion and fellowship of
the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, abide
with you this moment, and all future
mements, till circling years shall fall
into the cycles of eternity.

WHAT iS YOUR REAL EXPERI-
ENCE?

Is it an experience of possession, or
aspiration? There is a very marked
ditference beiween the two experiences,
and yet it often requires close examina-
tion to detect this difference.

One can dress up &n apparently first-
class experience, and give it to the
publie, ard yet, when rigidly examined,
it is simply a great bundle of good
desires, Too often the desire for more
love means the absence of perfect love
to God and man. - The prayer breathed
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for more Holy Ghost power generally
means, when correctly translated, the
present absence of the Holy Spirit as
an abiding presence. The desire to have
every thought brought into subjection
to the obedicnce of Christ generally
means, that the thoughts are not con-
trolled by Christ. And so on through
the whole round of Christian testimony.

Reader, what is your witness for
Christ? You have bzen examining the
past year's record. How does it strike
vou in connection with this thought?
Have you been a true witness through
the past months to possessed blessings, or
to sighed-after blessings ? If the former,
we give you the compliments of the
season, and wishing you a happy mew
year scems, in the utterance, to lose its
common-place significance, and to be-
come s prophesy as to the character of
the present new year in your experience.
If the latter, we congratulate you on
your good desires, and point you to the
rich provision made for their present
gratification. This moment it is your
privilege to cross from the land of aspi-
rations into the Canaan of realized
desire. Fear not the overflown Jordan,
for so soon as your feet touch its waters
they will part, and let you pass over
dry-shod. Dread not the frowning bat-
tlements of the opposing city, for they
can be overthrown by the simple sound
of & ram’s horn. Be not dismayed at
the gathering hosts of the aliens, for
heaven will discomfort them with its
slingstones, whilst the sun wiil stand
still to witness their annihilation. Be
not daunted by the thoughts of excessive
labors in Beulah land, for here are wells
already digged, houses already builded,
and vineyards already planted. It is a
land

“Of corn and wine and oil,
Favored with God’s peculiar smile ;
With every blessiag blessed.”

But be assured that so long as bold
active faith is absent you will fail of
your blood-bought possession, whilst
there is danger that as days and montls
go by, and still you linger in the land of
good desires, that even those desires
after better things will grow fainter,
until nothing will be left but sighing

over the lack of intensity in your good
desires.

¢ An infant crying for the light,
And with no language but a ory.”

« CHRIST IN US.”

A correspondent draws our attention
to an original article under the above
heading, which appeared in tb~ last Ex-
POSITOR. Qur corresponcent sends us a
well-written s.ticle, criticising closely
this paper. But we think that, after
reading the following, be will agree with
us that it is not necessary to publish it.

We read over carefully the article in
question befure publishing it. We had
the suspicion that the writer gave shades
of meaning to the expression “ Christ in
us” that were different from those enter-
tained by us. Bit as the whole trend
of the letter was calculated to direet
attention to passages of Scripture of
great practical importance; Seriptures,
‘noreover, which we think are none too
frequently considered, we were possessed
with ths belief that its publication was
calcuiated to do good.

We are well aware that a great variety
of creeds prevails in the religious world,
and even in the Mecthodist Church, con-
cerning this subject; Wesley's remarks
concerning inbred sin having done its
part towards originating some of them.
For example, how natural for those who
are accustomed to make similes go on
all-fours, and their name is legion, to
imagine that when all the roots of sin
are extracted, and Christ in us takes
their place, when temptation no longer
can come from within, that some organie
change has passed in the sor}, when it
is but a slig.t step in advance to imagine
the body undergoing the same far-reach-
ing change.

As for ourselves, we do not include
any such organic changes in our creed
concerning “ Christ in us,” although we
make it synonymous with the reception
of the Holy Ghost as an abiding guest
and friend. And yet we find no diffi-
culty in being in barmony with those
who do, provided they illustrate in their
lives the spiné and character of our
common Master.
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To harmonize creeds appears to us a
matter of very small importance, except
where the creed clearly affects practice.
For we find that after the expressions
of Christ or His apostles are drawn out
into extended definitions and explana-
tions, different readers will take as many
divergent views from thew as from the
original utterances themselves,

We have reason to believe that the
writer of “Christ in us” has solved for
himself the mystery hid in the ages, and
50 is enabled to live the Christ-life on
earth. To us it simply enhances the
value of the picture that this life is, in
this case, embodied in one differing in
some shades of creced from ourselves.
And, moreover, we feel confident that
there are not sufficient elements of
“danger ahead ” in those differing phases
of thought to detract from the real value
of the article in question.

THE MEANING OF IT.

We see by the Guuardian that Bro.
Woodsworth has formulated a definition
of Christian perfection, to which is
appended the names of several of the
ministerial members of our Association.
The intention of it is to allay any appre-
hensions that might be engendered by
the late public criticisms of our Associa-
tion, that there had really been any
departure from Seriptural and Wesleyan
teaching in our gatherings.

Nothing has been said or done at any
one of our convention or camp-meetings
that some, or all, of the parties signing
this document have not been present.
It is then simply their united testimony
to the public that there has been no
insidious or open attack on orthodoxy,
as understood by students of the Bible
and Wesley’s writings. The following
is the definition:

“ BRANTFORD, Dec 28, 1887.

« « ¢ Christian perfection is that condition of
heart purity in which the believer Yoves God
with all his heart and mind and soul and
strength. It is not absolute perfection, nor
Adamic perfection, nor perfection in know-
ledge, judgment or understanding, nor free-
dom from liability to err in practice, which
may naturally flow from error in judgment.

I

It is not a state of freedom from tempta-
tion, nor a state that precludes further
growth, nor a condition of perpetual ecstasy,
nor o state from which we cannot fall; and
further, Christian perfection is not the death
of the animal instincts, appetites and desires
though it includes the complete subjugation
of all these to the Holy Ghost as purifier
and regulator. In a word, entire sanctifica-
tion, or Christian perfection, implies the
complete deliverance of our nature from the
guilt, power, pollution and inbeing of sin.
It is that state of soul in which the believer
receiving the Hcly Ghost in His fulness as
his sanctitier, comforter, instructor and
guide, is so led as to maintain unbroken
fellowship with Christ, and uninterrupted
rest in Christ. Thus he enjoys a conscious-
ness that his whole life is under the direction
of God, and that he is making continued
advancement in the knowledge and grace of
the Gospel.’
¢ We the undersigned heartily subscribe to
the above as an expouent of our views on
the doctrine of ¢ Christian Perfection.’
“(Signed)

“R. W. WoonswoRTH.

“ BENJAMIN SHERLOCE.

“ E. TESKEY.

“Gro. A. MITCHELL.

“Ropr. H. HawLr.”

CONVENTION ITEMS.

¥ Be sure and send word to Bro.
Woodsworth of your intention to go to
the Convention by the Gth if possible.
But better later than not at all. His
address is 169 Chatham St., Brantford.

=2 Send for a railroad certificate if
there is any probability of your going
to the Brantford Convention.

B If you cannot go yourself, whas
about sending, at your expense, some
friend of your Master, or some one for
whom you would like to secure blessing.

B=5 Let the Master whom you serve
decide concerning your attendance ab
the Convention, not your surroundings.

& Is it a mystery to you how to
learn distinctly the Master’s wishes in
this matter? Then be sure you should
go.
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AN EXPERIENCE OF THE TIMES
OF THE WESLEYS.

DEear BroTHER,—Having been reading
lately the Armenian Magazine of 1783, and
seeing in it some clear-cut experiences of an
earlier date, which called up the pleasant
memories of Wesley Park, I am led to
think we are not so far ahead of Wesley
ag some suppose, an opinion which I believe
will be shared by those who will read the
following : E. Teskey.
Letter from Mrs. Elizabeth Jackson, to the

Rev. Mr. Wesley.

¢ April 19th, 1765.

“REv. AND DEear Sm,—The goodness of
God constrains me to let you know that He
continues His favor. But I have been
greatly exercised in the world, and hedged
as with thorns on every side. O what is it
to be prepared? For some months past I
have not had opportunity—no, not from
morning to night— to go on my knees, yet
nnwearied I my way pursue; ¢‘Careful with-
" out care I am, nor feel my happy toil’
While my hands are employed in the world,
the power of God works effectualiy in my
soul. When I meet with opposition it
heightens my joy; my soul is swallowed up
in God, I never find darkness for one moment,
but wall in the light as He is in the light.
This still is the day ; J look not for another;
my heart is now filled with praise and
thanksgiving. He has satisfied me with His
loving kindness, and my heart now stands
open to receive all that God will give. In
every breath I draw I find grace renewed-—
the grace of God employed and improved.
Every moment is to me as it were my last.
I find nothing left undone. I am ready.
This has been the langauge of my soul almost
these six years, it is unto me even as I will.
God multiplies His blessings upon me, and
carries on His work with power. But what
He has already given makes me perfectly
happy. God has granted me my heart’s
desire, and filled me with all His fulness of
love. My soul is always on the wing for
glory; I only wait a summons. I could die
with more joy than lay me down to sleep.
For my song is now, the victory is won!’
I bhave full redemption in the blood of
Christ. My soul is now all of a peace,
steadfast and immovable. To know that we
are holy in all manner of conversation, that
all we speak and do is holiness unto the Lord,
being a peace no tongue can express. But
when I speak thus few can comprehend me.
They say, ¢ Then you want no more.’ Yes,

I want a supply of faith from moment to
moment. I want Christ as much as ever.
Should He withdraw His power from me,
I should cease to praise Him,—for T have
no work whereof to boast. I am weakest of
all saints.  Yet, glory be to God, I live not,
but Clorist Liveth in me. O, may the Lord
destroy all unbelief in every heart. Then
will there be no occasion of stumbling. If
there be anything in this you disapprove of,
Iam open to conviction.

“I am, your affectionate sister in Christ.”

We have taken the liberty to italicise
a few of the words in this letter, to draw
attention to the fact that these are the
very expressions which have been so
severely criticised in the experiences of
soine of the members of the Association.
And yet these expressions secured com-
mendation on the part of John VVesley.
He seems to have seen no danyer ahead
in these utterances, which have awak-
ened such a commotion in the religions
world of the present day.

Now we wish to state it is a faet, that
had this party risen up and given this
testimony just as it was published, with
the approval of John Wesley, at Wesley
Park,last summer, or in any of our Asso-
ciation meetings here and elsewhere, it
wouldsimplybe recognized asoneof many
of the same kind. The only distinction
that could be noticed would be that not
many could speak of such a lengthened
period (nearly six years) of walking in
the light, with not & moment of darkness,
and all the while doing the perfect will
of God.”

Further comment is unnecessary. But
is it not a sad, sad fact to contemplate,
chat such testimonies as awakened the
admiration and commendation of the
Wesleys’, when reproduced in this gener-
ation by the score, should zwaken such
intense opposition in the very churches
which bear his name! Ep. E. H.

“ SoME have beat Jehu's mareh; they
have driven furivusly in religion, but
within a few years they have knocked
off their chariot wheels. After they have
lifted up their hands to God, they have
lifted up their heels against Him, That
man’s beginning was in hypoerisy, whose
ending is in apostasy.”
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Just now the air is full of holiday
greeting. Wesay, “ Happy New Year”
very glibly, and, we believe, very gladly.
There is certainly a true sincerity in
our hearty hand-shake and greeting to
all thus addressed. But we wonder in
how many cases will our kind wishes be
fulfilled. Have 'we yet realized that
our years may be happy all through?
May our occasional days of satisfaction
lengthen into months and years? Can
we obtain a holiday gladness that will
last three hundred and sixty-five days
in every year; or must we continue fo
weil out, “few and evil have the days
of the years of my pilgrimage been.”
In other words, can we rejoice evermore ?
Well, yes,—praise God we can! Have
we discovered some new truth? Why,
no. Just the simple application of an
old truth wrapped up in the great Christ-
me. Jift God gave to our world about
niaeteen hundred years ago, and which
is now being revealed to us as being
exceedingly abundant above all we ask
or think. The secret is Jesus, unfolded
and revealed. We find in Him the ever-
flowing spring. The glorious Lord Him-
self becomes unto us a place of broad
rivers and streams. Oh, yes,—our joy
fails not. We never knew we were so
rich in Jesus until the Holy Ghost came
to occupy His temple, and commenced
taking the things of Christ and showing
them unto us. Oh, how the Spirit loves
to show us Jesus. He appears to possess
an infinite number of keys with which
he unlocks an innumerable number of
sweet surprises in vur Divine Lord ; and
as He spreads them out before us, how
we long for language to tfell it ont.
Thanks be unto God for His unspeak-
able gift! Yes, our gladness lasts—for
lo, the winter is past. The rain is over
and gone; the flowers appear on the
earth, and the time of the singing of birds
has come. But one may say, I know
Jesus as my Saviour; I love Him, and
I know He loves me. Yet my joy is
not constant. Well, we are very glad
you can say so much, but do you know
Him whom Jesus sent to be our Com-
forter and Revealer? Do you know the
Holy Ghost in His distinet personality
as & constant indwelling presence ? Are

you really acquainted with Him? If
not, just ask Him to occupy every room
in your blood-redeemed temple as Guide
and Comforter. This being done, jusi
think for a moment what you have ob-
tained. Surely nothing less than the
third persun in the Trinity as your
abiding Guest and Counsellor ; or, speak-
ing after the manner of men, “one of
the Firm has come to live with you.”
Builded together for a habitation of God
through the Spirit Think of the im-
mense advantage of His presence. He
will delight in unfolding the benefits of
the Atonement, can put us in connection
with the joy and peace of Jesus. Now
we know that grace and peuce are to be
multiplied through the knouledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord. You see
knowledge is the multiplier, and as our
Guest the Holy Ghost can impart the
knowledge (for He searcheth all things,
yea, the deep things of God), just think
of our opportunity to get a big multiplier.
He revealing God and Christ as fast as
our capacity can take them in. See the
multiplier grow from two to six, from
six to fifteen, and on and on, until this
life won’t hold the fizures. You see the
Holy Ghost can open up to us so many
things that will enrich our experience.
In our own life we find the greatest
riches in the Word of God as revealed
by the Spirit. How Llessed to read the
wonderful words of life in company with
their Author, and have Him reveal their
meaning, making them sweeter than
honey and the honey-coinb. Then how
delightful it is to have Him bring to
omr remembrance things that Jesus has
said. Who was it, when we were in thab
particular meeting, that reminded us of
the very Scripture we needed for an
emergency that arose? Or, what was
it that caused a certain passage to flash
into our mind as we walked along the
street, bringing a fresh joy and light$
into our life? Was it not He of whom
Jesus spake when He said, “He shall
teach you all things, and bring all things
to your remembrance, whatsoever I Lave
said unto you.” Aud does not the Spirié
speak with us about anything but Jesus
and the truth contained in the Scrip-
tures? How about the two specimen
cases which came under our’ own obser-
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vation a few days ago. One of God’s
children, & business man, in replying to
an offer of goods at o certain price, closed
the bargain by letter, not noticing that
he had actually given the man (by mis-
take) more than he intended, or could
realize from the goods. That letter was
mailed without any suspicion of an
error being committed. However, next
morning before time of next mail, this
fact was flashed into the mind of this
man as plain as day—you have made a
mistake; you have offered too much.
And by referring to copy of his letter
saw where he was wrong, and recalled
it that mail. Again another man—also
a child of God, in preparing a large ex-
port order, which he was anxious should
get away by a certain mail, omitted to
include a much needed line of goods.
The order was finished and ready to
mail, but just in time for correction
before mailing, it came to him like a
flash of light, you have left out so and
so,—and turning to copy of letter, found
he had done so, and, of course, made the
correction. Now, did these two men
Jjust kappen to think of their mistake in
time for correction? 1f so, hvw did
they happen to think of it, and why did
they happen to think of it in time for
correction?  Does it not seem more
reasonabie that the Holy Spirit, who is
80 interested in our lives, brought these
things to their remembrance, Blessed
be God. We do know that we know
Him more intimately through the Spirit.
We do know that we know the Scripture
better through the unfolding of the
Holy Ghost. And we take large com-
fort in the fellowship and communion of
the Holy Ghost about all things that
pettain to life (tem:oral and spiritual)
and godliness. We live in the kingdom
of joy in the Holy Ghost. Thus ours is
ever & “ Happy New Year.”

Of course its duration depends upon
one thing. Grieve not the Holy Spirit
of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the
day of redemption. His sweet Spirit
can be grieved. He must have our full-
est confidence and the full right of way
in our life. Then shall we be filled with
all joy and peace in believing, and shall
abound in hope through the power of
the Holy Ghost.. J. GaLLowaAy,

A REVIVAL IN THE METHODIST
COLLEGES OF TOKYO, JAPAN.

There has been a very gracious revival
in the schools of our Chureh in this
city. Over forty young men have Leen
converted in the Boys’ Schoul. In the
Girls' Schoul over fifty have professed
faith in Christ. These young people
ate nuw preparing for baptism, and will
become members of our Chureh.  This
work will touch every stratuin of so-
ciety. This revival commenced sponta-
neously, und was carried on—almost en-
tirely by native agencies—in a most
sensible and seriptural manner.

In the Boys' College of the Methodist
Episcopal Church here there has been
quite an outpouring of the Ho'y Spirit,
and about seventy young men have ex-
perienced religion.  The puwer of God so
rested upon some of the