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“The .Cpmmunion of thg Ohurc‘n Qf Eugland, as it stands distinguisl\ed rrom all

Papal and Puritan innﬁvations gm as lt a

heres to the doctrine of the ¢ross.”—FROM

ADVENT.

«When this passing world is doné,
‘When has sunk yon g]aring sun,
Wﬁen we stand with Chnst in gIory,
Looking o'er Earth’s finished story,
Then, Lord, shall T fally know—
I‘j'ot il then—ﬁow muek I owe.’

¢¢ When I stand before the throne,
‘Dressed in beauty not i o{vn,
‘When I see Thee as ’I‘ﬁoﬁ art,
LoVe Thee with vnsmnmg heart,
Then, Lord, shall I fully know—-
Not till theh—/how mach I owe.!
, . ———Se?ectaf
L e

AD V.EN T

l ——

How many of us, thoug}& we pro—
fess'to love Christ, though it may
bertve' ate trying to, draw. near Him
insour lives, really . dong: for. His
appéaring > When do we' say to
ourselves with exultant joy :
ly our King cometh!” .i% .

Yet if our. loxe for Him weré'a
living ‘réality. -if ‘He were' a vety
present Friend and - Saviour to us,
howooould e failto: ‘rejoiceiat trat ]
greab thought! of Hist- Comig®

“Sare- -
| shatight the! full: ‘gloty of the:sun, .

De;u;er than the dearesi; earthly
 friend, Iovm s with a love so Tar
surpas$mg"t e love of. earthly Lmd-
red, of wife or husband or father
or mother, shoild not the joy. of
HlS r turn transcend mﬁmtely the

.....

after q weary partmg !

If we could ,but. maike it REAL to
ourselves,. this Coming of Christ,
how would pur lives be transform-
ed! How often would the burdens
of care or sorrow or even of plea- °
sure, fall frqm_ us\as we were lifted
-up by the thought of that “glory
which shall be revealed,” . How
light our trials. would seem, those
which now: drag: u§. to' the. earth
and over-shadow our lives !:, Hpw
shotld we break the bands of some
besettmg sigt; which. the: Devil: is
usmg‘ to, hamper: us. so that we
May. nat make ourselves ready to
Lmeetiour: King! . ,

Fust aswe may with our hand

so the thitgs of semse shut out
from our mind the Gloxy, 1the
Ma}!esty, and the ]oy of His Com-

}oo S | :

b Iet b #hink of i1 Lét us !
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concentrate our minds upon it as a
fact, as certain as that we must all
' one day, be it soon, or be it late,
pass away from this world. We
shall indeed behold the King in
His Beauty ;—and to all those
“who love His appearing” it will
be a joy beyond all joys, the sun-
rise of an unending day of unima-
ginable happiness! But to those
who live as though there were 7o
second Coming of Christ, how
awful will be that Coming—how
terrible that awaking—when they
shall be brought face to face with
the Judge in His Majesty. Let us
then listen to the voice which
comes as the blast of a trumpet to
awaken us from our slumber and
our sloth. “Repent ye for the
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!”
for “who shall abide the day of
His Coming! Who shall stand
when Heappeareth!” Those only
who in humble faith can cast them-
selves upon His mercy, who now
have found Him precious to their
souls and can cry: “Come Lord
Jesus!?”

g -

SHORT SERMOUN.

“Upon the first day of week let every
one of you lay by him in store as God
hath prospered him.”—r¥ Cor, xvi. 2,

The Weekly Offertory is of the
remotest antiquity. It traces its
origin back to the days of the
Apostles, and claims its authority
in the pages of Scripture. Itisa
principle, which, lost sight of indeed
from time to time, has never becn
abandoned by the Church of Christ
—a principle whichlies at the root
of her system.

1. And first we may notice that
the claim upon the alms of the
Corinthian Church, made by the
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Apostle in our text, was a claim
based upon an already recognised
custom. In the days when the
Lord walked upon earth, with but
a handful of followers, a common
purse, possibly supplied by the
voluntary offerings of all, minis-
tered to the wants of the little com-
munity.

After His Bodily Presence was
withdrawn, and those followers had
banded themselves into a distinct
and separate Society, this simple
system expanded into a well-regu-
lated central fund under the direc-
tion and control of the Apostles
themselves.

The rapid increase in the num-
bers of the Society brought a cor-
responding increase in 1its duties
and responsibilities, and seven men
were appointed to preside cver
this special work, that the Apostles
might give themselves “continual-
ly to prayer and the ministry of the
Word.”

The system of contributing to a
common fund was not, however,
confined to the Church at Jerusa-
lem. Wherever the Christian
Society established itself, there the
common fund existed also. -OQut
of this fund the various necessitjes
of the Church were provided for.
From it the clergy received their
stipends ; for when S. Paul waived
his own claim to a portion, as he
did in the case of Corinth, for
peculiar reasons (1 Cor. ix. 6), he
Intimates that he was giving up a
right. And from some of the
churches he did receive a stpend
(2 Cor. xi. 8).

Then, too, there was generally a
college of widows supporied out of
the fund, in some respects similar
to our almshouses for infirm poor;
aad the needs of the Church in one
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place were often relieved by the
alms of a wealthier neighbour.
Out of this same fund the expenses
of the messengers travelling from
one Christian community to an-
other had no doubt to be defrayed,
besides many other thingg. Possi-
bly with a view to relieve the pres-
sure upon the fund, a spirit of
hospitality is much encouraged in
Scripture. A bishop was to be
“given to hospitality,” and the
widow to whom preference was
shown was to be the one who had
“lodged strangers.”

It is not, therefore, surprising
that the first Christians were in the
habit of devoting a very large pro-
portion of their private property tc
the wants of the Society; thata
landowner in Cyprus should be
found to sell his land and give the
proceeds to the Apostles, and that
even an Ananias and a Sapphira
should desire the credit of a like
sacrifice to the great cause.

2. But if the system of “volun-
tary offerings” is an unquestionable
duty laid upon all Christians, as
we see it is, we are met by the
further question, “On what prin-
ciple shall we give?” And the
answer we have ready to hand,
“ds God hatlh prospered us.” The
system of tithes, z.¢. of giving back
to Gop a tenth part of what He
gives to us, is as old as the Jewish
religion.. It became aregular reco-
- gnised system in the Christian
Church in the fourth century.
Whether we thus give a tenth of
our property to the special service
of Gop, or whether, with the carly
Christians, we are not content
without we give a great deal more,
yet one thing we learn clearly from
the words of our text—that our
almsgiving, no less than our lives,

will be subject to a searching ex-
amination. Alas! how few, who
in other respects live conscien-
tiously, have ever learned “to lay
by in store as God kath prospered
them.”

But the offerings of the Christian
are to be guided by another prin-
ciple. He is to give “not grudg-
ingly or of necessity.” Nay, the
condition of his alms going up
before Gop is that it be a spontan-
eous and willing offering; other-
wise, like Cain’s sacrifice, Gop will
not “have respect unto it.”

There is still one further point
tc secure the acceptance of our
alms—a point of such moment that
our Lord gives it a prominent place
in His sermon on the mount—the
need of “secrecy.” The Christian’s
alms to be worth anything before
the throne of Gon are not to be
done “before men to be seen of
them” (S. Matt. vi,, 1-3). They
are to present a marked contrast
to those of the worldling, who in
effect sends a trumpeter down the
streets to proclaim what he is going
to do. They are even to be secret,
that the left hand is not to know
what the right hand has given.

3- Lastly, wien shall we give?
The Apostle answers, “On #he
Jfirst day of the week”” The time,
at the week’s end, when you settle
up with your brother-man is the
time to settle up -'ith Gop also.
If this is done regularly and con-
scientiously there will be little
trouble in arriving at Gop’s por-
tion. There will be a growing dis-
inclination to allow ourselves to
run into debt, arising from an in-
creasing sense of respounsibility to
Gobp in these matters, and .there
will be an awakened sense of the
peace of Sunday coming from the

7
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consciousness of duty done to
leh; '

unblameable, are the ways in which
we mdy devote our substince to
the relief of suffering and the pro-
motion of: good. works;. yet let us
remember none are.so excellent,
nope.so. Scriptural, ndne so sure of
undying:réward as:the way of the
wegkly offertory. By this system,
as by. no, other, are secured the
Apostle’s charge as to the -time;
and . the Lord’s. charge as to the
way, to give. * Alins given at the
offertory are presented at the most
solemntime and in tlie most solemn
way. before Gop, and His blessing’
is invoked upon theuse. We our-
selves: also realise the medning -of
what: we Hdve. béen doing. We
become' sensible of the honour Gon
confers upon us in allowing us to
give back to Him of His own, and
our-héarts.are taught to exeldim—
We'lose what on ourselves we spend,
We have as treédsure without end
Whatever,. Lord, $0.Thee we lend, -
... .. Who givest all.
o e ——

Yo UR
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HOW. TQ SUPPORT
- CHURCH.

The ‘chief reason why .fpany
Churches'dre poetly supported ‘is
the! fact thdt all members do not
assist in proportion to their.means;

the-greater-part of the burden has |- 7
" | Again, the' pastor was shighted and. .

oftén to-be borné by a-few.
* The following table shows what
a congregandniof. -0né-hundred pei-
sons' mdy" db- by ‘@ Proportionate
giving - every Sunday. If is- ¢al-
culated: for Gep’s -poor pebple,
Amlounts! miay, be respectively i
creased end the nltinbers ’ gividg |
ttioned - to Hhe - tfediis  an

Maay and -varied, and maybe |

ke
nulbers 6f. ny conprbfaBoi.

Amon S the '@

TABLL SHOWING WHAT A CONGREGATION

OF ONE HUNDRED PERSONS . CAN DO
) EASILY IN ONE YEAR,

If 1q persons give 1o cents each, amount
would be $1 a Sunday, or $52 a year,

If 50 persons give 2§ cents each, amount,
would be $12.56 a Suh’shy; of $650 &
year: . .

If 30 persons give 50 cents. each, amount
would be $15a Sunday, or $780 a year.

If xo persons give $1 each, amount would
be §10 7 Sunday, or $520'a year,

'If 160 persons, give together a total of
$38.30 a Sunday, amount would be
$2002 a year.

10 cents each Sunday, 52 Sundays, $ 5 20
66 13 {

25 6 ¢ 1300
50( ¢ 3 < 113 26 qo
$I.°Q 113 ¢ ) 113 52 OO

[1f the rates were only the_ half of the

foregoing the fotal would be far above

what is generally riised.]
» LT *

—Episcopal Register.

p et ———

FALSE CRITICISM.

A PASTOR in one of thie western
cities, in preaching a farewell
sermon, told the people plainly of
their short cofiings. Oné of the
discouragenients of his work, he
said, had been habitudl non-attend-

-ance of 4 lafge hlimber of the con-

gregation.” Another difficulty he
had experienced, was thé has

and thoughtléss, etiticism of th
pastor by church membérs in the
presence of childfen. His mflu-
ence was injured aniong those 9
whom he miight do "the most good.

his influence 1¢sséned by the habit
‘of parishioners of calfing in comie
other priést ox a bishop£6 hiaptize
nd mafry eribérs of his flock.
ziféthe'r drawbackto the pa’stéfra}:é '
was'thé peneral desire for séfists -
‘tiéfal preaching. ‘THesé discout- -
"agéiflents ard Efobé{bly’ very dom: "
etgy, bt who' that
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tries to do anything earnestly has
not great difficulties to contend
with? A'pastor must learn 10 endure
hardness, and his people should
lighten his burdens as muich as pos.
sible.

THE MORAL TEACHING

OF THE BIBLE.

. The moral teaching of the Bible,
ts precepts and devotional sayings,
could only have come from a
Divine Source. No writings which
are not plainly moulded after the
pattern.of the Bible in this respect,
make the faintest approach to its
purity and its elevation above
ordinary thoughts and rules of men.
And yet the pure and elevated
thoughts and rules of the Psalms,
the Proverbs, the Gospels, or Epis-
tles, commend themselves.at once
e us as right. We should never
have imagined such, we say; we
may even think they are higher
than we can ever attain unto, but
yet we acknowledge them to be
- perfect; and théir very nature
teveals them:to us as a reflection
from Divine Holiness and Perfec-
tion. o
Thus, throughout its pages, the
Bible shows itself by the very
_mature of its contents to be a book
which man could not have made
- by mmself—a boak which contains
-2 Revelation from Gap.

Its story of Creation is ap un-

- veiling of . the ages on which man
.-never cast an eye; the knowledge
- which. it gives bf (Gop.is .an uaveil-
.-ing of:that which mortal eye.eould
- bt :look on, or human .thought
..conceive ; its pictures of the work-
-ing out of GoD!s purposes .unveil
+ mysteries which .angels have de-
sired; in xain, to :penetrate; lits

prophecies are ah unveiljng of
Divine foreknowledge; and- ‘its
maral teaching is an uaveiling of
Divine purity, holiness, and 'ave.’
- . ' h BLﬁNT«

e+ i
THE SUNDAY-SCHQOL.
BY THE BISHOP OF CENTRAL NEW

YORK. ’
There is a great deal to cause
anxiety in the condition of many of
our Sunday-schobls, or rather, in
the wholly inadequate provision

-made in them for .the¢ only ‘task

that warrants their existence, the
religious training of children. The
theory, I ought to say the distiric-
tive principle of the Church on that
subject is 1n three parts, viz: That
the Christian house-hold, being one
of Gop’s three permanent appoint-
ments for the corporate edycation

‘of mankingd, is meant to be the

primal and chief nursery of the
spiritual life of the young; that the
Christian life itself 'is a growth
under -Dijvine, tuition from chid-
hood up, in harmony with all the
laws of life in the unijvéise,” and
not'a thing of private opinions or
intermittent emotions ; and “thatit
is the express and only proper

business . of & Church - Sundiy-

school, under the "immediate and
responsible chaige of a nhinistry
canonically edugated -and authar-
ized by solepan sangtions .{or-the
teaching of doctring, to.supplément
the famjily: fuition bn the'one haud,
and to do.the normal wprk of an
ecclesia docenswon - the other, by
leading euery childY cofmitted to
its care into a eeasistent personal
obédience 'to the entire ‘systém of

the Charchi-itself, in its publiciwor-
.ship, belief, “sacraments; gdiscipiine
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and practical holiness. Whenever
this momentous portion of a clergy-
man’s duty slips or is wrenched out
of his hands, there is a guilt for
which he alone must answer. HMe
can not delegate his trust to the
wisest and best persons in his
parish, uch less to persons, how-
ever well-meaning, who are without
indoctrination, experience, or dig-
nity, or discrimination, or the facul-
ty of instructing.

—_——— el P -

LIFE.

THE life will pass into every
thing. The soul’slife will guide and
fill and fashion all the body’s life.
In other words, the Holy Spirit will
bear its blessed fruit in our daily,
hourly, life and actings. Meekness,
gentleness, a forbearing and for-
giving temper, self-denial, a great
desireto do good to others, a ready
sacrifice of this world’s goods for
that end, purity in thought, word
and deed, utter truthfulness and
honesty,—these and such like are
fruits of the Spirit, and so are signs
of life. Ah! there is not much
real difficulty in telling whether we
have any spiritual life within us or
no. Would to Gop we had more of
it. Would to Gop we were less
dead, and cold and stagnant in our
spiritual life | Would to Gop those
who have that blessed life had it
more abundantly! O Gob, send
Thy Holy Spirit, and fill us with life,
forthe sake of Him Who is alive
- for evermore, that as He liveth, so
we may live also. Amen

—— il -
SECTARIANISM.
A CoNFESSION of the evil of sec-
tarianism is frequently made by
the appointment of conventions

CHURCH WORK.

for the purpose of finding a basis
of unity. Such a meeting is to be
held during the present season at
Springfield, Mass. It is not to be
imagined that it will accomplish
anything, and if it did there would
be only a temporary suspension of
hostilities. The sects are founded
on opinions, and to harmonize
opinions is impossible. If all
would agree to disagree in matters
of opinion, within a limit compati-
ble with established facts, the
union might be accomplished.
The essential facts are set forth in
the Apostle’s Creed, and the body
by which the record of these facts
has been handed down, is the his-
toric Church. In England and in
this country the “Episcopal”
Church is the historic Church.
Unless this Church can be proven
to be apostate, there is no reason
why the sects should not return to

the Communion which they left.
e o O

FAITHFULNESS.

Our faithfulness at any given
tinie is to be determined by the
use we are making of the grace
then vouchsafed to us, and the op-
portunities within our reach. as
well as the tension of our purpose
to persevere. God in his mercy
regards us as we are at each par-
ticular moment, and accepts us
not even then as we are in oursel-
ves, or because of anything in our-
selves, but because of Him Whose
glorious presenceé he sees in us,
and whose mind His eye descries,
however imperfectly, forming in us,
On the responsé of the soul to His
call, at any period of its course,
depends the measure of its faith-
fulness. In true hearts to doubt
the future is to distrust Gop. We
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have our own part in the present,
but not beyond. * The future rests
with Gobp alone. We are safe in
Him so long as from day to day,
from hour to hour, we hold fast
the profession of our faith without
wavering. Our steadfast cleaving
to present grace is our security for
lf"uture steadfastness.— 7. 7. Car-
er.

ST T il W e

CHRISTMAS HYMMN.
At night the lonely shepherds heard,
From out the heaven above,
A song that every bosom stirred
With wonder, joy, and love.
O holy, holy Night !
What rapture fill’d thee then !
What royal ight, when angels bright
Sang Heaven’s own song to men !

Not in the ear of mighty king,
Or wise man of the earth—
To lowly hearts alone they sing
The great Redeemer’s birth.

O holy, holy Night, etc.

Not in the city, built by man,
Nor street, nor palace-hall—
But on the midnight plain began

The Christmas festival.

O holy, holy Night, etc.

The stars were lost within the light,
The air with music rang,

4s through the now resplendent night
The shining Angels sang.

O holy, holy Night, etc.
“To Gop be glory in the height,
On earth, good will to men ;*

+ And still with wonder and delight
We chant the loud Amen.

O holy, holy Night, etc.
O Gop of Gop! O Light of Light !

The Virgin's Holy Son!
Make Thou for us each midnight bright,
Till life’s dark hours are done,
O holy, holy Night, etc.
R. H. G. OsBORNE.

- e o el

CHRISTMAS.

A heartfelt Christmas greeting to
our many readers! Some, although
we have never seen them, seem
like old friends, for this is the eighth
Christmas that CHURCH WoRK has
found its way to them. One more
Christmas! how the years speed
away, bringing us all nearer and
ever nearer to that time when He
whose blessed Birthday .;e com-
memorate in the Happy, -Holy
Christmas-tide will call us out of this
life, in which we can only worship
Him Invisible—to THAT in -which
we shall behold Him in His Eter-
nal Majesty and Beauty—the Ever-
lasting Saviour, the Prince of
Peace!

Oh, what a thought is this ! how
it should sanctify our Christmas
joy, make it indeed a “ Holy Glad-
ness ’—each Christmas bringing
us nearer to Him. When one very
dear to us is separatcd from us, by
the vast ocean, it may be, with the
prospect of returning to us after a
certain number of years—how do
we count them as they pass,
making so much the less the inter-
val that must yet elapse before the
loved one’s coming. And do our
hearts feel no thrill of awful joy
when we remember that €very year,
in the life of each one of us, short-
ens the time which intervenes be-
tween this life and the great here-
after. It will be the same Lord
then—awful though His Majesty,
when He comes surrounded by
His Holy Angels, the same Lord,
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who as at this time came 1n the
helpless feebleness of a human
child, taking upon Him our flesh,
entering, For Us, upon His life of
poverty, sorrow and shame! The
Angels who announced the glad
tidings of His Birth to the Galilean
shepherds, that same multitude of
the Heavenly Host who rejoiced
as the Sun of Righteousness with
healing in His wings rose over the
sin-darkened, ruined world—will
surround Him as He comes to
claim His own, to gather His elect
to be with Him forever.

- As we sing our Christmas
Anthems, let us remember that we
are by one year nearer to that
Great Consummation of all things,
and dwell with devout faith and
humble gladness on the thought
that in our flesh we shall behold
Him, our Redeemer, and our Gop,
face to face. The social joys of
Christmas, the season of good-will
and kindness between man and
man, will be in no way lessened by
that GREAT THOUGHT underlying
them. Rather, they willbe height-
ened as well as purified, for as we
realize more and more our relation
to Him, our Head, we shall feel,
more and more strongly, the bonds
of our common humanity, and that
we are indeed all members one of
another.

- ——

THE PREVENTIVE POWER
OF ORDINANCES.

“A close and constant adher-
ence to Gop’s ordinances is the
most effectual preservative from
gross sin. The more we tasts of
the sweetness and feel the power
of holy ordinances, the legs inclin-
ation ‘we shall have to the forbidden
‘pleasures of sinpers abondinalile

CHURCH WORK.

custows. Itis the grace of Gop only
which will secure us, and that grace
is to be expected only in the use of
the means of grace. Nor does
Gob ever leave any to their own
hearts lust until they have first left
Him and His Institutions.”

No Ritua'ist or High Church-
man, so-called, could speak iIn
stronger language concerning Sac-
ramental ordinances than does this

old Non-conformist Divine.
- > - e - =

“No man is a prophet in his
own country; mno preacher an
apostle in his own pulpit.”—Gres-
ley.

*“Popularity is no test of a prea-
cher’s excellence, nor the want of
it, of his deficiency.”—74/d.

“There is a great difference be-
tween admiring a preacher and
being edified by his sermons.”—
Bp. Wilson of Cal.

STRAY THOUGHIS ON

FAITH, LIFE, AND WORK.

Does Gobp call you to give up
your whole lfe to His service?
Happy are you. You may not see it
now ; but one day you will know the
great, the tremendous grace you
have had offered you, and which
you have either accepted or—reject-
ed. Let any souls, however weak,
however dark, however imperfect,
only hear and follow such a call, and
they have nothing to fear, Gop will
help them. He will cause themto
grow in grace, and they will go on
becoming brighter and brighter
unto the perfect day.

All they have to do is to follow
Christ. as the Apostles followed
Him—to keep Him in their eye,and
steadily before them,as St Peter did.
But they must not take their eyes
off Him, to see if other people are
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looking at them ; neither must they
care for their opinions, nor listen
to their words. Oh, no! the Apostles
would never haveleft all to follow
our Lord if they had to hear all
that their friends had to say about
1t first.

And for the future years-—trust
Jesus with all.  He who has begun
such a good work in you can ac-
complish it unto the end. We
can do all things through Christ,
Who strengthens us—all things:
Only lean your whole weight on
this almighty Power, and the seas
shall turn into dry land, and the
seasons fail to succeed each other,
and the sun and moon fall from
heaven, sooner than He shall fail
you, or permit you to ‘all away.

Love for souls. Let us love.

Let us love the masses of souls
with which we come in contact—
deal with them tenderly; be gentle,
kind, with them, hLke our dear
Master. We must love the people
if we want to be the means of
saving them. Many a worker com-
plains of failure simply because
this great fact is overlooked. Where
souls are loved with some of Gob’s
great yearning, the results will be
mani‘est.—Qur Work,
Y LR O e
THE CHURCH'S WORK 1IN

THE CHURCH’'S WAY.

BY THE BISHOP OF WISCONS!:.

WHATEVER we may think as to
the methods of the different reli-
gious bodies about us, or of the
various independent organizations
for Zhristian work, in their desire
to spread the gospel, to win souls to
Churist, to do good to men and to
glorify God, we need not co-operate
‘with them in their methods to ac-
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complish the good which they pro-
pose, for the Church hasa plain and
soleman duty set before her, where-
by she may accomplish God’'s will
and work on earth; and that is,
to use with all zeal and energy the
meaus at her command, and by
methods which are clearly and dis-
tinctly her own. such as the multi-
plication of services, Irequent cele-
brations of the Holy Communion,
bringing out, by more hearty obser-
vance, the power of the Christian
year as a living agent in proclaiming
Gon's gospel to men ; encouraging
the formation and work of brother-
hoods and sisterhoods, and favoring
and sustaining the revived life of the
Church as manifest in parochial mis-
sions, devotional meetings and all
gatherings and agencies of this
character. And when in the spirit
of the Church we multiply the forces
at our command, and with methods
and teachings consecrated by ages
of reverent use do the Master’s
work, though that work may not
come into public notice at once, and
may not gain the popuiar applause
and commendation which at times,
are given to efforts of amore pre-
tentions character, we may be assur-
ed thatresults will be manifest in
the deeper earnestness of individual
Christian lives in more reverentand
general regard for the Holy Com
munion, and a consequent increase
in all kinds of good works.

I think it will be true in any par-
ish, that fuliness of power and bles-
sing will mark individual and con-
gregational life, as deeperregard for
servicg and sacrament by priest and
people. And further, I think it will
always be true thatin any parish or
copgregation the manifestation of
Gon'sgood. will in the renewal of
life and zeal will deepen in every
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devout heart a sense of individual
responsibility, and develop a wiiling
and hearty activity in good works.
—Convention Address.

———- — ————
THERESULTS THAT FLOW
FROM CHRIST'S ASCEN-
SIOWN.

What do we mean when we say
that Jesus Christ, our risen and
ascended Lord, is King ard Head
of His Church? We mean that
from Him streams every grace ; all
power to do good, to think what is
right, to act consistently with our
profession. But we mean more
than this. We mean that access
to the Father is through Him alone.
We mean, that whereas before
Chnst’.s Ascension, before He took
the reigns of government in His
hands, Gop could be reached, and
grace could be given in a purely
spintual way; now on the con-
trary, Christ being Head over all
things to the Church, Gop can be
reached through the Gop man, and

- grace can only be given inrough the
Gop man. We are living under
quite another dispensation. The
Jewish was spiritual on/y. The
Jaw of this (the Christian) dispen-
sation 1s the spiritual through the
#aterial. That is, the spiritual
and material are indissolubly
united, the inward and spiritual
cannot be separated from the out-
ward and visible. Outside the
Church, the kingdom of Christ,
Gop may deal with them in the
same way as before, 7. ¢, in a
spiritual way. But all within the
Church have passedunder the rule
of Christ the King, and His rule is,
that all grace flow through outward
and visible means.”—B. Goulds-
conferences. :

THE CHRISTIAN'S COAT
OF ARMS.

" Great Families wear their Coat
of Arms on the dress, or the door
of the coach, or on the Helmet
when they go out to battle, or on
the flags and ensigns. The heraldic
sign is sometimes a lion, or a
dragon, or an eagle. Our Coat of
Arms, worn right over the heart
hereafter shall be a Cross, a lamb
standing under it, or a dove flying
over it. Grandest of all escutch-
eons! Most significant of all
family “ Coat of Arms.” In every
battle I must have it blazing on my
flag: the Dove, the Lamb, the
Cross. And when I fall wrap me
in that good old Christian Flag,
so that the family “Coat of Arms”
shall be right over my breast, that
all the world may see that I looked
to the Dove of the Spirit, clung to
the Cross, and depended upon the
Lamb of Gop which taketh cway
the sins of the world.—DeWits
Talmage, ( Presby.)

- - ——

THE CHURCH.

The idea, as we view it, of the
Church that obtains for the greater
part among the Sects, is that of a
religious club—or order, or society.
That it is the outcome of expedi-
ency and utility solely. Therefore,
a society which a man is free to
join when he pleases, remain there-
in as long as he is satisfied, and
depart therefrom when he thinks
fit. When such a one hears a
Church Mmister speaking about
¥/e Church and its claims to our
attention and obedience, he views
it from his stand point, and natur-
ally resents all such preaching as
savoring of Bigotry, Narrowness,
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and Intolerance. He considers
that one Church is just as good as
another so far as authority goes;
for none have authority beyond
what its adherents give to it from
themselves. And where all are of
human devising (as he has been
sedulously taught) and are only
devised for utility’s sake, he con-
siders it unjustifiable indeed for
Episcopalians to be saying so much
about their Church. So Church
Ministers ought often, we think, in
view of such hearers, explain briefly
that they are not speaking of a
merely human society, but of a
society which Christ instituted and
which He calls Himself in the
World, e. g., Acts x., 4; and the
Holy Ghost ; “ His body, the ful-
ness of Him that filleth all in all,”
a society in which He has handed
down through the ages, certain
gifts and teachings—for our use
and edification, until he comes
back to take the society, the
organization, purified from every-
thing that defiles, back with Him.
Doing this, will be putting the
Church in a more attractive and
spintual, not to say withal, a more
scriptural way than such hearers
have been accustomed to.— . R
B.

————-
GIVING.

“ WHoso hath this world’s goods,
and seeth his brother have need,
and shutteth up. his compassion
from him ; how dwelleth the love
of Gop in him?” And whatif that
brother’s need has come by a life
of devotion in the sacred ministry?
Who is thy brother, thy more than
brother, O faithful Christian! if
not thy pastor? Has he no need?
Yea, though he and his family live

in ordinary comfort, he has need
of assuring tokens of thy remem-
brance. Many and frequent are
the Evidences that he remembers
thee and thine, and more there
would be if ability and occasion
offered. In sickness and in health,
in joy and sorrow, at the font, at
the altar, at the sick bed and
beside the open grave of thy loved
ones, he ministers unto thee. Now
is thy time to show “Good-will” to
him. “It is more blessed to give

than to receive.”
——— e e O+ o e

HOPEFULNESS.

A timely admonition may be
found in the words of the Psalmist
(Ps. xxxvii. 7): “Rest in the Lord,
and wait patiently for him; fret not
thyself because of him who pros-
pereth in his way, because of the
man who bringeth wicked devices
to pass.” Any other occasion fu.-
fretting may be understood in the
place of that here specified. What-
ever may annoy, preplex or distress
us, we should still “rest in the
Lord and wait patiently for him.”
It may seem to us that no ground
of hope remains, and we may be
ready to give up in utter despair,
but our despondency 1s obviousiy
our infirmity from which we need
to be delivered, as we only can be
by looking unto the Lord and
waiting for the Gop of our salva-
tion. Away, then, with our mis-
givings and doubtings and com-
plainings; away with our dejection
and depression and desperation;
away with our tremblings and fore-
bodings and lamentings; let all that
is not cheerful and hopeful be
banished, while we say with the
prophet, “I will look unto the
Lord; I will wait for the Gobp of
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" my salvation; my Gop will hear
me: n__ Wafc/zmdn
oﬂ.—»—
LAY G 0 OPERA
THE c]ergyman cannot accom-
plish his' work single harided, al-
though practically -he js often ex-
pected to do so. It is contiary to the
analogy which the apostle employs
to illustrate the life and work of the
Church; itis contrary to all expe-
riencein every other department ot
human activity, to demand of the
kead its own allotted work, conjoin-
ed with thatof eye and €ar, of hand
and foot. Noother religious body
has as lhittle aid fromits laymen in
the way of’ side-by-side co-operation
‘as wehave. They give money, but
that, as a rule,is all. And yetin our
general missionary field, thére are a
few splendid examples to stimulate
the devotion of the rest. When our
People awaken to the” sense of res-
pousibility in this ‘regard; when
gach parish can showmshttle band
of men zealous in good works,aiding
in the Sunday-school or Bible- class,

Tlo V.

seeking out strangers- and makmg,

them welcome in the church, or
acting as agents of the Bxshop in
disseminating missionary informa-
‘non and 1 mterestamong the congre-
gatien; We shallwitness.a "great re-
- Yival of zeal, and the Church will
entef on anew career qf prospenty
S

It is stated thaf at tfe beginning.

of this century the’ number of
-foreign missionaries was 170, and
-there are now 2,500.
conyerts in 1800 are I,Szo,ooo in
1863, and thé 70 mission _schoals
have bpcomb 12,000 with 400,000
. scholars.
gress.of Christianity " and - e may
- well ask, What has Gap wrought?

Here iS a- visiblé pro-

The 50,000 | .

"The Bishop of Durham conse-
crated recently St. Luke’s Church
at Darlington, in a neighbourhood
wheré Church accommodation was
urgently requiréd. The costofthe
buildiilg was. about £22000. It
consistéd originally of a Baptist

_chapel, which had been removed,

and the Church built on the site.

et

ON the tenth Sunday after
Trinity the Bishop advanced the
Reév. Henry Cornglius Johnson,

-Deacon, to the -Priesthood. Mr.

Johnson was formesly a Lutheran
mninister; is a Hungarian by birth
and was educated at the Universi-
ties of Vienna and Berlin.

- @hiléreﬁ*g }B "

A BIBLICAL ALPHABET.

A was a Traitor hupg by the hair.
" 2, Samuel, xviil. g.

B was a folly bullt high in the au'
Genesis, xi. 9.

C was a fountgin o’erlooking the
sea, 1. Kings, xviil. 43, 45

D was a Nurse buried under a tree.
Genesis, xxxv. 8.

E was a firstborn, bad from his
youth.” "Hebrews, xii. 16.

F was a ruler-who trembled at
_truth.  Acts, xxiv.-25."

G was a Messenger sent with gapd
- words. Daniel, ix; 21. .
H was 2 Mother loaned to the

Lord.. r.Samuel, i 27,28

I was a pame Tteceived of the
Lord. Genpesis; xxxil. 28..

J was a :Shepheritin Arabxa'l la.nd

© Exoflus,#i 1.

‘K was a plagé near. the desert of

" -sand.. -Deuteronomy, i..1g7
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L was A pauper begging hls‘ brea‘d
Luke, xvi. 20,—21.
M was an idol; dn object of dread.
Leviticus; xx: 2, 3.
N'was an Architect agés ago
Genésis; vi. 13, 23."
O was a rampart fo. keéb out the
foe. 2. Chronicles, xxVil.. 3
P was' an; isle;. whench .a saint
Tooked above. Revelation, i. g.
Q wids a Christian sainted in ‘ov\.
- Romans, xvi. 23.
R was obscure, yet a Mother of
Kings. Matthew, i
S Was a. Danite,’ Who.did ‘wonder-
“ful things.: Judges, xiv. 5. 6.
T was acity thathad a stronghold.
2. Samuel, xxiv. 7.
U was a Country productwe of
gold. . Jerennah, x. v
V was a Quebn whom a king set
- aside. . Esther, 1. 10, 22. ..
Z was'a place where a2 ‘man wished
to hide. . Genesis, zix. 22.
Read 2. Timothy, iii. 15.

ADVENT.

“The Season of Advent again is
here: ' What does it mean? .Ad-
vert, no. doubt you have often.
heatd ' explained, meahs “coming.”
It was 1883 years ago  that the
. Jews,were expecting their, Messiah
to:icome, and Hé came.... But véry
few of them knew where t6 find
Him. To & few. pdor. shepherds
onlyy:kébping their nightly, watch
over..their flocks.on the.plains of
Bethleherh, was. the..grgad mystery.
first revealed. Bethlehem .had al-
ready been thé sceme ofrinhny inter-
estthgiievents. - Rachel was buried
there;y Ruth tvent out ihthesfields
to ‘gledd thege«: David’lihone was.
at:Bethlehem) he tendedhis father’s
flogks thére; and-flom: there weht:
forth: to! fight the gidht Goliath.

ithese httleiodes.
‘miore’ and more with us }
‘purify ‘eur thouglits, ..soften ;-9yr-

I57

But now the mast wonderful event
that ever happened in the. world’s

history took place at Bethlehem;
for J was b there, , And
whenqt }gshgpher rs“rna}:ie haste to
‘see the wonderful Childthey found
Him wrapped i swaddling clothes,
lying in 4 mange; "How touchihg

Ll s

is thé Pictute given  of the Holy

Family by S. Luke! Painters have
often represented the Virgin and
Child segéed gn a throne, gcg)thed
in rich dresses. But far more
beaitiful in its simplicity. is the
reality. Whether amid the .rude
surroundirigs of the jnn at Bethle-
hém, or in the quiet homeilife,
with Joseph the catpenter anid Mdry
the sweet, Virgin Mother. at Naza-
reth. There in the seclusion of a

‘humblé village, Jesuslived out. His

childhogd with His parents, obedi:
ent to thém, and following the ways
of other: children, but ygt preparing
Himself for the great work awaiting
Him; for even beside the cradleiwe .
are renmided of the shadow of the
Cross. :
Why theh atewe so joyful at thls
bléssed festival of Christmas? Why

:do.we decorate cur Churches with.

the words. Emnianucl, GOb] with,
us, drid. $ing our loudess, songs, of
praise? It'is becauge.the: Son.pf

:Gop:has come . to earth.and dwells
in.our Chutches, in- our. homes;.in.

ourhéarts. Loakdta loving gentle.
girl; obedient and unselfish in her

.daily life;;..or .see.a bravé bay oh.a..

sick bed patlently bearing alk his

pais because Gop. . has.. .sent it .

Well, Jesug, Emmanuel; js . with
¢ .O.may B dwell
May He !

tempers, and: sanctify: all our daily.:

life, 50 thatthei sacred:svord Jin; -
-manuel may be s¢.yritten upin
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the temple of our hearts, that all
around may perceive that we “have
been with jesus.”

For He is our childhood’s pattern,
Day by day, like us He grew,
He was little, weak and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us He knew;
- And He feeleth for our sadness,
And He shareth in our gladness.

THE BEST W4Y.

Two little girls went out to pick
currants for jelly. One ofthem sat
down on the currants and stained
her dress, crushed the fruit and
reddened her hands and face, and
made a muss of everything. The
other picked quite as many currants,
came in without a spot on her dress,
and only one hand showing any
color from the fruit. Which is the
best way? Two boys attempted
wood-carving. Oneof them scat-
tered his tools about on the table,
pulied the papers and books over
them, and had to search for each
tool when he wanted it. His chips
were thrown aboutthe floor, stuck
to his clothes, and even orna-
mented his hair. The othercleared
a small space at the table, laid his
tools in order, placing the one he
would use the most nearest to him
put his carving on a small piece of
enameled cloth which he used in-
stead of paper to catch the litter, so
that he should by no mischance cut
the table-cloth. At the end of the
evening which boy do yousuppose
had made the most progress and
caused the least disturbance? It
does not wholly repair the mischief
to pick up the chips, or wash the
. spots out. Itis not enough that
a thing be done ; it should be well
done.—( Selected).

THE INDIAN’S SACRIFICE

A Missionary had been preach-
ing long and earnestly amongst a
fierce tribe of North American
Indians. After much heartfelt
pleading, the great chief “Long
Arrow’s” heart seemed to have
been melted under a deep sense of
his need of the Saviour. One
evenung, at the close of the Mis-
sionary’s address, the chief follow-
ed him home, leading by the bridie
his beautiful horse.

“T have come to buy Salvation,”
he said, with a haughty gesture, “I
will give my horse first.”  Salva-
tion 1s not to be bought,” said the
Missionary.

The chief walked away, his head
bent in thought. The morrow
dawned, and “Long Arrow” re-
appeared leading a ﬁne boy of six
summers by the “hand.

“I will give my first-born,” he
said, “if Gop will forgive.”

But the Missionary shook his
head and said, “forgiveness is
free ; Gop asks for no sacrifice.”
“ And this gold,” interrupted the
chief eagerly. “I brought it, lest
my child should not be enough for
so costly a gift.”

“'Tis a gift, a free gift” urged
the Missionary, “Oh! cannot you
see it?”

But the chief seemed stunned.
The refusal to accept his offerings
stupefied him, and throwing him-
self on the ground at the Mission-
ary’s feet, he cried—

“Alas! I have no dearer thing:
I have nothing left. Stay! will he
take me and my troubled aching
heart! I will give myself to Him.”

“The sacrifices of Gop are a
broken spirit ; a broken and a con-
trite heart He will not despise.
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My son, “continued the Mission-
ary, with joyful tears running down
his cheeks,” Gop has been asking
for yourself and He wants nothing
more. Give Him your heart and
He will accept it.”

Dear children, Rave you given
Yyourselves to Gop? Nothing else,
nothing less will satisfy Him. All
gifts are valueless till the heart is
given. How about you? Is the
heart Gop’s? Shall1t be His from
this very day? Will you indeed
daily strive to love Him more and
serve Him better?

CHURCH HISTORY.

THE I3TH CENTURY,
( Continued.)

Q. Give an instance of Edward

the First's tyranny towards the

clergy?

- A.In 1294 he seized all the
treasures in cathedrals and monas-
teries and demanded half the
clerical revenues in order to make
war against France.

Q. What ambitious Pope flour-
ished at this period ?

A. Boniface VIII, one of the
three great prelates of the Roman
Church. He was a man of remark-
able ability, but arrogant, selfish
and intensely ambitious.

Q. With what king did this Pope
quarrel?

4. With Philip Le Bel of
France, respecting the taxation of
clerical incomes, Refusing to ac-

_knowledge the Pope’s authority.
Philip was excommunicated.

Q. How did Philip retalitate ?

A. He drew up articles of ac-
cusation against Boniface VIII,
because he was avaricious, hereti~
cal and guilty of simony.

Q. What was the result of this
quarrel ?

A The Pope was taken prisoner
at Ancyra, whither he had fled
from Rome and died shortly after
in rage and anguish like a dog,
1303.

Q. What followed ?

A. A period of disgraceful sub-

-servience to France known as the

70 years captivity—i30g, 1378.
The Popes dwelt at Avignon in
France and in every way submitt-
ed to the French King’s influence.

Q What events in English his-
tory show that the Pope’s power
was now waning?

A. A bishop of Worcester who
accepted a papal bill investing him
with the temporalities of the sec,
was punished with a fine and com-
pelled to acknowledge the king’s
supremacy.

Another, who procured a bull of
excommunication from Rome
against his adversary, was declar-
ed guilty of treason and narrowly
escaped hanging.

In 1307, the Parliament forbad
the payment of taxation by which,
money was sent out of England.
The Legislature was also petition-
ed to restrain papal exactions and
abuses and to do away with the
payment of Peter’s pence.

Q. How was the pontiff then
considered ?

A. As simply a foreign extor-
tioner.

Q. What was the condition of
the Church?

4. Spiritually it was very bad,
being infected with the vices sanc-
tioned by its head.

Q. Why were the clergy not
proof agaiunst these debasements?

A. They were the lawyers,
statesmen and legislators of the
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day and to such duties rather then

to clerical employments, they
wholly devoted themselves.
What else destroyed the

spiritual life of the people ?

A. Widespread igorance and
superstition and the increase of
formalism in religion.

Q. Give instances.

A. As the new-fangled dogma
of transubstantiation spread, Holy
Communion became a priestly
sacrifice and nothing more.  Peo-
ple attended merely as spectators.
So called saintly relics were multi-
plied and vencrated.

What other practice obscur-
red the gospel light?

A. The indiscriminate use of
indulgences which appeared to
give licence to commit sin.

Q. To what did this degenerate
condition of the Church lead?

A. The enthusiasm and zeal of
the begging fnars.

Q. What good points had these
mendicants ?

A. Self-denial, fervent zeal, faith
in the gospel and its claims, and
power to present truths in popular
language.

Q. To whom may we have the
origin of these Orders ?

A. To Dominie de Guzman, a
Spanish zealot, and Francis of
Assisl. Their followers were
known as Dominicans and Fran-
ciscans after their founders.

. What good did they accom-
plish?

A. They preached the gospel in ’
places where the parish priest had
never penetrated and showed so!
much sympathy and skill and!
knowledge of human nature, that‘
they gaitted not only the poor but!
the rich.

Q. What ensned?

| & at 30c.
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4. Rich and wealthy people
left them large bequests and they
became demoralized.hunting greed-
ily for gain, abusing the parish
clergy and upholding all papal en-
crogchments.

Q. How did the Franciscans
and Dominicans differ in doctrine ?

A. The one magnified, the
other disparaged the power of free
will. The one denied, the other
taught the Immaculate conception
of the Blessed Virgin.

Q. To what did this lead ?

4. Endless disputes between
both parties aad constant turmoil
and agitation at the universities.

Q. What was the darkest blot
in the medieval system.

. The systematic sale
traffic in, indulgences.

Q. What made the evil more
widespread and dangerous?

A. The invention of a new doc-
trine called “superabundant merit.”
Saintl exce  of righteousness and
good works formed, 1t was taught,
a treasury upon which the church
could draw for the benefit of her
children.

Q. Which of the mendicants
hawked these so-called pardons
abovt* the land?

A. The Dominicans.

Q. What prevented the indigna-

of, and

- tion all this roused from working a

Reformation.

A. The conduct of the Lollarcs,
nevertheless all honest and mtelli-
gent Christians deplored the cor-
rupt condition of the Church and
only a skillful leader was required
to effect needful improvements.
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