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TEE’N AND N OW

HE pubhca,tlon of the Rev Mr Pa.ttersons History of the
PRIV .C'ounty of chtou Nova, Scotie, in the.same year with .
£Y! g the firs, meeting, of the Presbyterian General Assembly
Wo 1? Halifgx, saggests *nteresting points in the. progress of
Canada within the past hundred years in things human and Divine,
in privileges material and spiritual. S I

_ In the year 1787, as a simple jinstance of matena.l progress, we .
Iearn from one of Mr. Patterson’s notes to chapter eighth of the
above volume, that there were only four or five horses. between ..
S&lmon River and_Antigonish. “We have heard,” we quote from
the note, «J ohn McLean, of West River, tell of the first horse he
eversaw. He heard of a man in the uneighborhood having got.such -
an snimal, and not long after, being down in the interval, he was
struck with terror at the sudden appearance of a huge beast. which
he considered must be the aforesaid horse. He retained his.faculties,
hOWever, suﬁiclently to consider Whether it would be better imme-
diately to take flight, but, congluded, that. 1f be did so, it might lead
the animal to pursue him. He t’erefore glided.away quietly till he
got éome bushes between himself wnd the horse, when he took to .
his heels, and rap with a}l, his might till he reeched home.”

T —— - —_

* A History of the County of Pictou, Nova Scotia ; By the Rev. George Patterson,

D.D. Montreal: Dawson Brothers. ToYonto: Jas, Campbell & Son.
19
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_ Through that distric: the iron horse now runs, cairying behind him,

with the speed of the wind, mails and passengers from the great
lakes and busy cities of the western world; and it would be intei-
esting to. knoy Whethe;r John, McLean lived, to, see t,hp advent
of thls ‘Wack muhster, and if he did, wheéther ixé kept Lis senses
when he saw him, and how far he ran, when hiz horrible screech
broke in on the solitude of Salmon Rl} er and Antigonish.

Changes as great as, in thmgg ma.f,ena,l from no horses nor
roads to horses and iron roads, have come over Pictou and Nova
Scotia in things spiritual. The:yery. year (1759) General Wolfe
died victorious on the pl.ins of Abraham, there was born at the fout
of the romantic Loch '.E‘m:qe,k jn Punths}u{ .& young man—James
McGregor—who well deserves” the chapter devoted bo hmx in this
interesting beok, and also well deserVes the harhe of ‘the 4 postle of
Piétou. At the bidding of the supreme court of his church, ajnes.
MecGregor left his cbuntry, his kindred, tind his father’s house, to go
into a land that God was to show him. ~ In e fervor of ea,ﬂ), 3,uuth
he-entered on his work in Pictou in the year 1788. -t

« The@nagonty of the settlers,” Mr. McGregor tells us, “ were in”
extremepoverty. . . . . Their houses" were of round logs, with
moss stufféd in between them, and plastered with clay. Their fur-
niture was of the rudest description, a block of woud or a rude bench
serving forrghair or table. Money was’ S(mcely seen. * Not 4 loaf
could be afforded of our own bread There was no mill to grind it.
We had scoreely dny tradesmen of any kind™’

Such a state of things as deseribed above - may, we believe be
found n the back woods in certain sections of _C‘anada. at this very
mament; kut it is to be hoped that no township in our broad
Dominion is now in the spiritual condition in which James Mc-
Grégor fonnd Pictou.” On ‘the fitst Sabbath after his arrival he
preached in a'barn. His first test was, “This is a faithful saying,”
ete, and the Brst words he heard after pronouncing the blessing were
from an old soldier calling to his companivns, “ Come, come, let us
go to the grog-shop.” On the second Sabbath he complains that
the cunduct of those in attendance was gs disorderly as before. “Their
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singing, and whistling, and. lpnghing, and bawling, filled my mind’
with amazement, and perplpsity.” . During the service ~me.zan-stood
up,and in a loud and angry voice, told him that ha was good far
nothing,.and did npt deserve. the. name’ of & minister, and that he
would never pay him a shilling as he refused to baptize hig child,
There were, howeyer, among, the settlers men that feared God, who
rejeiced with great joy iw beholding the face ¢f a faithful gospsl
mipister, and whg cheered the heart of the young evangelist by then'
words and by el conduct, .

.With a hero;c courage, which pught. to be held up to the admir-
atin ty-day of young preachers in Canads, he bu¢kled himself 4o the
great task of chegking and rebuking vice, of teaching the ignorant,
of preaching the everlasting gospel, of building schools and churches,
and orgauizing the peuple into fully equipped congregations, after
the Presbyterian type. “I had to learn,” he says, “to walk on’
snow-shoes in winter, to paddle.a cance in summer, to. crasa brooks
and swamps upon trees dventugge_df or broken by the wind, and to
camp in the woods all night—for there is no fravelling the waods
after night where there is no road.” Fur weeks he was from home.
In the poor huts in which he had to lodge he suffered cold, and had
to. subsist on the poorest fare. .“Often & plenk was his only bed,”
Mr. Patterson remarks, “and a potato his fere, but.never did he ecom- ~
plain.”

. In wisdom he z:esolved and with much prayer a.nd pains heé
lshored to lay deep the foundation.of the templs more lasting than
brass, he was raising in the woods of New Scotland to Christ our
Lord. During his first winter he began a regular course of family’
visitation and catechetical instruction. “The purport of my visit
ation,” Mr. McGregor tells.us, “was to awaken men to a sight of
their sinful and da.wexous state, to direct them: to Christ, {o exhort.’
them tv be diligent to grow in religious knowledge, and to set up’
the. wumhip of God in the family and closet, morning and evening.
Idid not pass.a house, and although I was not eordiully welcomed
by all, my visits were. productive of more good than I expested” "
That paragraph contains a great secret of ministerial suceess. It
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is such a way of working, apostolic and thorough, that God ever
blesses with solid and lasting success. We could, therefore,on the testi-
mony of God’s promise, expect to find the issue of such thorough work,
as Mr. Patterson tells us: “The effects of his labor soon began to ap-
pear. 'The people generally began to awake to the subject of reli-
gion, many were found turning to the Lord, and a great change in
their religious habits passed over the whole population. Family
worship, and family religious instruction, became almost universal,
and people flocked from all quarters to attend ‘on the preaching of
the word, young women even walking in summer from the West t>
the East River, a distance of ten miles or more, for that purpose.”
Here was, therefore, a genuine and deep revival of religion, and
that through the ordinary means of grace; the effects of which con-
tinue all over Nova Scotia till this day in many of its families and
in some of its pulpits. Great is the power of the old-fashioned mode
of preaching the gospel—“publicly, and from house to house,”—high
in the esteem of God are the ordinary means of grace—“Moses and

" thie prophets,’—and sure is the reward of pains, perseverance, and
prop. P p

thoroughness in the kingdom of grace as well as in the kingdom of
nature. We regret our limited space forbids us to write of Duncan
Ross and Thomas McCulloch, the Wort;hy successors of James Me-

“Gregor in the work of Gud.

In the course of nine more years a century will have passed
sinee James MeGregor arrived in Pictou, and sinece Messrs. Smith,
Cock, and Graham, along with him, organized in Truro’ (1786) the
first Presbytery in British North America. In ninety-one yeais the
tiny rivulet has become a great river: the Presbytery of three
ministers, with Mr. McGregor invited to sit as-a corresponding mem-
ber, has-become a General Assembly with its constituency extend-
ing from Halifax to the valley of the Saskatchewan, having under
its care some twelve hundred churches, having in its service some
six hundred ministers, and conducting missions in China, India, and
the South Sea Islands, withf{five or six colleges for the training of
its ministers. Itisgood for the young ministers of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada to have thus brought before them, as Mr. Patter-
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gon has done in this handsome volume, the early history of their
Church in Nova Scotia, and especially in the interesting, important,
one would almost say, the empire county of Pictou. The history is
i  written with fulness of detail, that omits nothing of importance in the
j|  history of the county, and yet the array of hard facts, figures, and
§  names is relieved by many a graphic incident, and enlivened by
not a few fine touches of humor. The then of British America in

1786 is widely different from its now as we write in 1877. How
g vast the change between the condition of the Ameiican continent
and of Europe as the eighteenth century was drawing to its close,
and the state of these continents now as the ninteenth is hastening
through its last quarter. Religion is now more general, and Chris-
tians are more numerous and better informed on general literature,
but it is questionable whether there is in our days a corresponding
increase in the breadth of theologic knowledge, in the depth of soul-
communion with God, and in the fervency of pulpit utterances.
‘The Presbyterian Church in Canada contains many able, laborious,
and successful gospel pastors, but with all their advantages they
must stand with uncovered heads before such men as Dr. James
McGregor and Dr. Thomas McCulloch, especially on the point of lofty
and sustained fervor in all the departments of the great work.

In reference to one matter suggested by the comparison, viz.,
the greater fervor in preaching of the older generation of ministers
as compared with the younger generation, Professor Bruce of Glas-
gow thus spoke recently to his students:

«I remember a conversation I had some years ago with a re-
specled minister of another church on the subject, viz, fervency in
preaching. He remarked that the older ministers were better
preachers than the younger, and wondered what might be the rea-
son. I said in reply, ‘They believed more than we do; we are a
sceptical generation” Yes. We want men in our pulpits who be-
lieve with their whole heart and soul, and who, believing intensely,
can speak emphatically, vehemently, yea, on needful occasions, with
voleanic force; we want such men because the spirit of the age isso
sceptical.”
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Livig P renclidhs,

SALVATION OF INFANTS: A WORD OF COMFORT T0
BEREAVED CHRISTIAN PARENTS*

BY REV: W. A; M‘EAY; BALTIMORE.

«Even 80 it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of thes,
little ones should perish.”—Matt. xviii. 14.

4 HE subject to which I wish to direct your attention to day is the
il Salvation of children dying in infancy. I do not, however
e interpret the text as referring eaciasively, or even especially, to
t}'ﬁJ infants. It applies to all weak and lowly believérs, as well as
to the young. The connection in which it stands with the parable of the
hundred sheep, one of whick went astray, puts this beyond doubt. The
toxt shows that our Lord Jesus Christ is a Shepherd who cares tenderly
for every soul committed to Lis eharge. The youngest, the weakest, the
siclliest, of his flock is as dear fo Lim as the strongest. It is not his will
nor the will of our Father in heaven that one of these little ones should
penbh But while our Lord's statement applies to many adults, it
undoubtedly includes children; and itslaiiguage and spirit are such ag fo
‘make il & suitable text for a discodise on this subject.

The question then is, Ate any children dying in infancy saved? If
30, are all such saved, or ig it true of only some of the huniber that they
are chosen to everlasting life ?

1 believe that all children dying in infancy are saved; and I believe
' it for the following reasons:
S ‘ ) 1. Children are capable of being regenerated and made partahers of the
i saving grace of Christ in. infancy.
3;; That they need such & thorough change, no one will deny. They
e cannot be saved on the ground of their natural innocency snd purity,
- irrespectively of the electing love -of the Father, the redeeming work of
_-the Son, and the regenerating grace of the Holy Spjrit. No; ‘by nature

they are children of wrath, even as oil;he;:s.” “In Adam all die.”

* This sermon is published nhabridged in pomphlet form, and for sale by J. Bain
& Son, Toronto.
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« That Wwhiéh is Yo of tH8 Hesh §s Hesh ~ The whole Kumen race,
infants mot Skedpted, desoendéd from Adim by ordma,ry generation,
inherit depravity, and ate hdble to death ima ottier pennl ev1Is (Bom.
v. 12,y - )

Ohildren, thetr, Heed ‘togeneration aiid Ba.vmg riioe as well as adults.
But how con they receive this? I reply, that & Asin Adam all die, even
so in Chist shdll'dll be made ‘alive.” * Our " clnldran, “born in sin because
of their desbent from the fivst Adam, 456 hegrs of grace in vnrtue of their
coveneant ‘relition to the secbnd.' *As By the offénce. of one Judgment
came upon'all tnen to condemnation; even so by tke nghteousness of one
the free gift camie upon all inen diito justification of life.” On thege
words Dr. Hodge, of Princeton, perhaps the hlghest hvmg authonty J,n
the Presbytefian Church, remtirks, ““We haive no fight'to put any hmlt
on these general terms, except what the Bible itself places dpon them.
The Scriptures nowhere exclude any class of infants, ba.pfized or unbap-
tized, born in Christian or in heathen lands, of believing or unbehevmg
parents, from the benefits of the redemption of Christ. "All the &eseen
cendants of Adam, except Christ, are under condemnahon all’ the
descendants of Adam, except those of whom it is expressly revealed that
they cannot enter the Kingdom of Gud, aré saved.” A&7ignorance does
not prevent children suffering from the sin of Adsim, so Jgnoi'ance need
not prevent them being saved throagh the nghteousness of Christ; for
“ where sin abounded grace did mudh move abound.” If the sin of Adgm
has so much abounded as to kill their bodies for 6000 years will not the
grace of Christ, which much more a.bounds, suﬁice to saye fhelr souls ?

M
' .

“Wide as the reach of Satan s mge,
Doth His splvation flow;
"Tis not gonfinéd to sex or ags,
The lofty or the low.”
How infints are made partakets of saving grace Wé may not be able
to explain, God is not a hard taskmaster, reapmg Where he hath not
sown, or gathering where he has not strawed. Faith, necesss,ry {0 sal-
vation in the case of adults, is not recessary in the chse of infants, but i in
the language of our Confession, “*they dfe Yegeiierated and caved ’by
Christ through the Spirit, who worksth twhen, sind ‘Whete, and how he
plegseth.”
2. Children were the objects of (”hmts speczal tejard and tendemess,
when he dwelt oiv earth.
. Fsaish says, « He shall feod hls flock like & she;plfer‘d he sha.ll
gather the lambs i his arms and carry them in his bosom.”  Jesus
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cares for all of his flock ; not one of them sghall lack any goad thing; but
 spocially does he menifest care and tenderness for the lambs., Elsewhere
he is répresented ag carrying the sheep 'og‘bis shoulders, but here the
evangelical prophet represents him as carrying the lambs, not on his
shoulders, but in his besom, the place of endearment and warmth. On
many occasions did our Lord’s tender concern for the little ones manifest
itself. ¢ Take heed,” said he to his disciples, “ that ye despis3.not one of
these little ones, for I'say unto you, that in heaven their angeis do always
behold the face of my Father, which is in heaven.” (Matt. xviii. 10.)
When his disoiples disputed among themselves who should be the great-
est in the kingdom of heaven, he took a little child and seb it in the midst
of them, and said, “Txcept ye be converted and become as little children,
ye shall not énter into the kingdom of heaven.” (Math. xviii. 1-4.) To
the chief priests and seribes looking with haughty contempt on the child-
ren orying Hosanna fo the Son of David, Jesus said, ‘* Have ye never
redd, out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thon hast perfected praise? "
(Matt, xxi. 15,16.) Do not these words seem to imply that in heaven -
there shall be ¢ perfect praise” to God from multitudes who here on
earth were babes and sucklings,—little ones early. torn from fond
maternal bosome? On another occasion, when His dispiples were
displeased at those who brought their little ones to Him, He spoke those
cheering and familiar words, ‘. guffer the little children to come unto me
and forbid them not, for of such is the Kingdom of God, * * Andhe
took them up in his arms, and put his hands on them, and blessed them.”
(Mark x. 18-16.) ““Feed my lambs” was & part of his farewell injunc-

tion to Peter. My lambs.” I like that expression. The lambs belong
to Christ.

¢ He justly claims them for his own,
Who bought them with a price.”

8. Children, according to Christ's own declaration, belonyto the family
of God. o ‘ N ‘

"In o passage already quoted he gives us areason why children ought
not 0 be hindered from coming unto him that “ of such is the Kingdom
of God.” " The m:aning of this expression, according to the great major-
ity of the Dest commentators, is, that *“of such "*—of infants—heaven ig

* These words *‘ of such ” indicate also that the church on earth is built-up-chiefly
through, in, or by the children of believing parents, and such other ohildren as are
taught to know and love Jesus from their childhood. The church is built up as our
Canadian forest is replenished with trees, not so much by importation from abroad as
by growth, muliiplication from within. It was thus the Jews graw from, one family,
and one soh in that family—Isaac—io be, as they are at present, havinghad few extran-
eous additions, & nation of many millions.—Ep. 0.0.M. - ‘ .
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in a great measuiv made up. John Newton says, ‘‘In these words our
Lord informs us of @ fact, that the number of infants who are effectually
redesmed to God by His blood, so greatly exceeds the aggregate of adult
believers, that, comparatively, His kingdom may be said to consist of little
children.”

Such, I believe, is the true meaning of this pxeexous passaga The
disciples thought these ¢ little ones "’ beneath their Master’s notice, but
not 80 the Master himeelf. The presence of the children reminds him of
his Father’s house,—the heaven from which he oame, and he says *‘ of
such is the kingdom of heaven.”

Tf it be said that the expression, “kmgdom of God,” or ¢ kingdom
of heaven,” means the Church of Christ on earth, still the passage bears
with soarcely any less force on the salvation of infants. For then we
have here Christ's wearrant for regarding children as members of his
visible church, and the question comes to this,—Does .not Christ's
recognition of children as members of his church on earth imply that he
will recognize them as members of his church in heaven ? Men may
mistake as to those who are entitled to privileges of Christ’s Church. But
Christ himself cannot. And therefore, I believe he will not.exclude from
the church in heaven those to whom he has assigned & place in the church
on earth.

4. Children dying in infancy are free ‘from the ground of final condem-
nation.

='They have original sin, it is true, but that, I think, is never presented
in God’s Word as the ground of condemnation. Men are lost because
they rejoct offered salvation. But those dying before they have dene
gopd orill cannotbesaid to have rejected salvation. Sinnerswill algo on the
last day be judged according to their works, whether they be good or bad.
It is sufficient to refer fo the following passages, Matt. zvi. 27; xxv. 41-
46; 2 Cor. v. 10: Rev. xx. 12; xxii. 12. But those dying in infandy
oannot be condemned on the ground of their works. We therefore oon-
olude that when the Son of Man shall send forth his angels, and shall
gather out of his kingdom sall things that offend, and them which do
iniquity, and shall cast them into & farnage of fire, there will not be an
infant. found who has offended,or done iniquity. :

B. Children dying in infancy possess nons of the charasteristios of .the lost,

Paul, (Rom. ii. 8, 9,) describing the lost, says, “‘They are content-
2 ious, and do not obey the truth, but obsy unrighteousnehs ;" and he tells
1 usthat to such God will render indignation and wrath, tribulation and
| snguish; But are the sing here mentioned sins of which an infant could
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e guilty ? - dn Gal. v. 19-21, the apostle gives & 'liet of the works of the
flashij sind 4-blwok and terrible list it is. e fells us'that t'hey who do
subh thinga shall not inherit the kingdom of Gof. Bult in Yhis I fong Mist
of soul-destreying sing there is not one sin 6f Which an infant could be
guilty. I would refer, also, to the character of the lost, as given in Rev.
xxi. 8. Inthessand other passages of Scripture we havé enwmérated a
vastevarioty of sins, of which we are told that suck &8 do thém cainot
enterinto tho kingdora-of God. But yet none of thess it evet fotnd in dn
infant, From the envy, malice, lust, hated, folly, falsehood, cruelty,
injustice, impiety, madness, murder, which so blacken the life of imin,
infants are fres. They have “ not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s
- trazispiession. : ‘

From this I do not conclude that they will be savéd because of their
innotence. I have already shown from God's Word that they have
sinful natnres end need regeneration. But they will not be condemned
-on the ground of possessing those fea.rful charactetistica by which the
inspited writers describe the lost. :

6. Children dying in infancy are always rgferrad to in tha ;S’crzptures n
lanyukge that s sootling and entouraging.

In Ezek. xvi. 21, God rebukes his people for givingup their children
to Moloch, by causing them to pass through the fire, and those little ones

- who:wete vatrificed, God calls *my children.” Already we have seen
Jesus speaking of them as ‘‘my lambs,” and here God says ‘ny
childrer.”. May we mnot, therefore, beheve that they will never be dis-
owned or ohst sway ? .

In 2 Sam, xii. 16-28, we have the account of the death of the first
child of Divid by Bathshebs: While the ¢hild was sick, David prayed
and fasted and wept, but when they told him the child was dead, he censed
from his.grief, and said,** Now he is dead, wherefore shonld T fast? Cah
& bring him baek sgain ? I shall go to him, but he shall not retire to
me.” - Now, where did David expect to find hig child'? Qéitainly hot i
the grave. That would be no gréund of consolstion. He medns that
when his own work would be over, and his pilgrimage completed, he
.svould be reunited with his-child in hetiven. Gontrast David's taln chieér &
ful composure on the denth of this child with his &gonizing frenzyol M
1mind at-the desth of his adalt and rebellious gon Absalom. Why this B

-@ifference?. Ah, Ho.could not say'of Absalon,“ I shell go'to hifn He §H

-hed 10 hope of Absalora; and - thersfore, he bitterly bowailed, ¢ O-my foi
-Abgalom, my son,my son Abstlom ! Wodld GodT had'disd for thee, 0
Abselom; my son, my con 1" But ntt 5o with his babe; he could-let hin
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-go'with perfect dorifidencs, for he ¢ sorrowed not gs they that. are without
hope.” ‘Many's béreaved parent has {.and comfort and ¢.couragement
in this passage.” A few wepks ago a mother sat weeping with her sorraw-
ing husband and femily., It was Sabbath evening, and the.still solemn
gilence-of tha day seemed to give depth and intensity to feeling. Every
heart in that family knew its own bitterness that Sabbath evening, for in
the-afternoon the remasins of desar little Mary were tgken asiay and lsid
in the cold grave, and there was an empty chair st the table,and:a
familier voice gone. While that bereaved mother’s heart was breaking,
and she wab giving way to immoderate grief, she sgnt up & silent petition
for help to the God -of all consolation. She then asked for a Bible, - It
was brought her. Opening it ab & venture, the first words that eaught
her eye were those before us, “ But now he is dead, wherefore should I
fast? Cen T bring him back again ? I shall go to him, but he.shall not
reburn to me.” Each may put what esplanation he pleases on this
remarkable circumstance+; I have simply related the facts. I would only
add, further, that the Bible had not been opened at that particular place
for months before. . N

7. COhildren seem to be m"luded in the visionof John, (Rev. vii. 9)
“ I beheld, and lo, a great multitubs, which no man couid number, of all
nations, and kindreds, and people, und tungues, stood bqfore the throne, and
-before the Lamb,”

The nations which hgve passed away durmg the last 6000 years
without the true veligion must be very many. And since there will be
some saved out of ¢ all nations,” and as no idolater can be saved, (Gal.

v. 19-21,) who among the heathen will be saved unless those who died
in emxly childhoeod ?

‘¥Fwould not, of course, press too far a literal interprefation. of these
worde ‘“all mnations,” eto. The passage taken by itself might not have
much bearing on the salvation of infants, but taken with other consider-
atidns it is at least worth pointing out. Thers is surely & ¢rumb._ of
comfort in it. To ihy own mind it is a welcome and blessed thought
that out of every nation and couniry under the sur the multitudes of
<hildren, whg.die in infancy, are * canght up to God: and fo his throne,”

“swelling 'the number of the redeemed, and constituting imyerishable
monuments-of the grace and power of the redeemsr. -

8. ‘Childrent seem'to be included in thosepassages of . Sm_pture whu;h
Speak of the nuinder that shelliat last be saved.

That thenambér of the savel will be inconceivably at. -i8 beyon&
all “doubt. T Revdlation, the number of the redeemned.1s spoken of -as
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¢ ton thousand fimes-ten thousand, and thousends of thousands, (v.11,)
even 2 -great multitude which no man eould number ” (vii,9.) Elsewhere
they are said to be numerous as the drops of dew, as:the dust of the earth,
or the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered. I love to think with
many that at. the last, as some one has said, the.numbdr of the lost will
not bear a.greater proportion to the aumber of the srved, than do the
criminels in our gaols' to the whole population of our country. But of
whom.is this great multitude of happy ransomed ones to be composed ?
The number of believing adults has always been ¢ few,” constituting but
a “littleflock.” What-a small fraction of the world’s population to-day
have even a nominel connection with the Church of Christ! And of thess

‘how many have only a necminal! Whenece, then, is the vast number of

the saved? May we not point to the “little ones,” and say, © of such is
the kingdom 'of heaven ?" More than a third of our race die before they
are two years old, and more than half before they reach the age of five
years. Five millions of precious babes, it is reckoned, die every year. If
then all thess are saved, we have more than half of the human family
saved in infancy and .early childhood. And now if to these we add the
number of adults who since Adam have been saved, and the numbers that
are yet to be redesmed when the fulness of the Gentiles shall come in,—
when Israel shall be restored,—when Satan shall be bound, and miflen-
niel peace and prosperity shall reign, —when the whole earth shall be-
ccre the garden of the Liord and a nursery for heaven, what a flood of
light does such a consideration throw on those delightful promises which
speak of the countless multitudes that shall at last be redeemed. Great,
terribly great, as the number of the lost is, how inconceivably greater the
number of the saved. It must surely be gratifying to every Christian
heart to think that from the very beginning Christ has had the majority
of ourraca. At no era has the Prince of Darkness been:able to boast of
the vietory. And as the years roll ox this shall be more and more the
case. In all things Christ shall have the pre-eminence. * He shall see
of the travail of his sonl and shall be satisfied.” Butin order to this the
“ little ones” must be saved. .

" Beresved parents, I speak as one of yourselves. Have you been
tried,~—sorely tried 2 So have I. I know what it is to sit day by day
and night by night beside the couch of a dying. child, to witness the
pangs that shake the feeble frame, to listen to the shortening and strug-
gling breath, to sse the cherub eye grow dim in death, the countenance
changing, the body sinking, the soul departing ; to feel a weight of heart-
grief which, fhough felt, oannot be deseribed ; to lsy s loved one in the
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grave; and then toirefurn fo a desolate home, only to see the empty.cradle;:
cast off clothes, and useless playthings. Iknow all thig, for I havefolt i,
all. Our little ones are gone, and we miss them much. No longer will
they gladden uws by their smiles, or enxich us with their love. Let me
quote to you the tquching words of an esteemed mmxster —
“ Gone | Gone ! Gonel
y “We miss her'night and:day,—
% . ‘We miss the face of sunshine,
And the voice of melody,
We miss her morning laughter
‘When carried down the.stair ;
‘We miss her evening prattle,
" 'And smile, beguiling caré ; ’
- ‘We-miiiss-her form at worship - ‘ G
From her own littls chair;
‘We miss-the pattering footsteps,
The cheek, the hand, the heir;
"We miss from bed and $eble—
‘We miss her everywhere 1"

Yes our ¢ little ones,” of whom the Good Shepherd has of late been taking
50 many to his fold, are sorely missed. And it is not wrong to mourn ;
it is not unmanly to weep. Jesus wept. Yet let .our sorrow be with
moderation. Liet them mourn without measure who mourn without hope.
Ttis well with our “little ones.” Already has God done far more for them
then you and I and all the world could do in & thousand years. They
are now free from all sin and sorrow, denger and death. They are gone
where thiere is ¢ no more death, neither sorrow nor erying ;" where ¢ the-
Tiamb that is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead
them unto living fountains of waters,” and where ¢ God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes.” Their happy spirits peacefully repose in
realms of glory ; the light of heaven shines on them ; their visions are
unclouded, and their infant powers, so speedily paralyzed by the ruthless
hand of death, are now expanding amid the untold glories of the heavenly
world. Would we, then, wish them back again on life’s stormy sea ?
Did they not live long enough in this world? It is truly said, he hath
salled long enongh that has won the harbour ; and he hath fought long
enough that hath obtamed the vietory; he hath run long enough that
hath fouched the goal, and he hath lived long enough on earth that hath
won heaven, be his days never so few. Ses that you make the Saviour
B of your children your Saviour, that your thoughts be sa.much absorbed
B i him that, much as you think of your departed loved ones, you can
stil say of Christ, “ Whom have I in heaven but thee;” and then, after
® s few more toils, & fow more tears,” your last tear will be wiped away,
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and: those for whom. you:now mom'n ma,ya meet yomon the. threshol& of
glory and welcome yotL home.. Coa o,

T O et me“ehh‘é! e sera,phs bright,
“How oft 6n such, in your.homs of light, - us.
Have ya.ppuseddo gaze and smile.1”

We can go where they are, gnd this hope gives us “beauty for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning; and. the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness.” The day of our mourning shall soon be ended. * Weeping
mey endure for & night, bub joy cometh in the morning.” It is but a
little while, “ and he that.cometh shall come, and will not tarry.” We
will wait patiently, and when we reach onr blessed home above, we shall
be ready to say,  Our Father hath done all things well.”

oo

: et O
Dl o

. Eoviry,
IDEAL'S DREAM.

Tance wanderers met at the break of day,
And here is What the first did say:

From scenes-of:life I scornfnl fled,

To hold comymunion with the dead

"Midst riins of a bygone ago

Evoke the hero and the sage;

From Present times, debased and weal

I tuin, and in the Past I seek

Troe’ greatness of the human mind,

Igeal’s.dream in dust to find!

The first did erd his dolefnl 1ay;
Hear what the second had to say:
1, too, shun mortal’s guilt-stamped face,
And fiy to Nature’s pure embrace;
In tempest’s roar or peacefn) ealm,
Her bréath to me is soothing baim;
She seems the reflex but to me
Of my own being's mystery;
By Nature’s loving arms éntwined,
Ideal’s dream at last I'll find.

Up rose the sun from misty gray—
Then spoke the third and turned away;
Farewelll Tor I my steps must wend
To yonder city, there to blend
© With million lives:my worthless life,
, And share their sorrow, grief and strife.

*'* o ald the weak, fo raise the low,
Tofight the base, my soul dath glow, .
With Manly heartJ, hope to find
Jdeal's dresm among my kind.

Mitwankee, . TW. 0170 SOUBRON.
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GOD’8 GREAT TEMPLE.

{These lines by the Rev Mr, Guiness will come with power to thoge of our readers
whose home lies in or near the forpss] —~Ep. G.0.M.

Irs beauty dims my eyes wijth, {ears

. The dlustaring, ﬁ:te%dl Véreea, qr ¥

The gracefal 'bmnches sgmgms low,
And whispering iny the breeze.

The warble eioquent, the trill
From ttembhng leafy spray,

The softer, fainter wood notes wild
From treazops far away.

The snowy oloud the benrhng h]ue, T
The glowing, generous beam, .
The mossy shade, the smiling ﬁower,
The gay and-gentle atream

These make a chamber, O my God,
Axn alcove alldivine. _
‘Whera thy worshipper may. muse unseen
In the universal ehnne,
i
For Nature Ja-a-ﬁemple vast,
A grand cathedral old,
‘With colour’d lights, gmd golden apn'ea,
And glories manifold ; .

‘Whose floor is gempm’d, ; mt.h many & flower,
Whose yooky walls-are hinug

‘With waving woods and banner'd ¢londsy
And where the psalms are sung,

Not only by the vested choirs
Angelic, but by these,

The wild birds’ note, the insects’ hum,
Angd by the distant seas,

By everything that hath 2 voice!
My soul, thon too dost sing,

And all th harp strings play their part
In the worslnp of the Xing!

For Mature keeps a Sabbath here,
And from tka world doth wean

My willing spirit to things puxe,
‘Things restful and serene.

I connot speak it, but I feel,
0 Lord, I only kmow

Thee in Thy works so beautiful {
And even here below

I shere the worship and the joy
Which in far brighter spheres
Shall fill the measure of the days
Of everlasting years. H.G.G.
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. ISRAEL'S SONG OF HOPE.

BY DR, HORATIUS BONAE.

We have heard the voice of irémbling—
Voice of fear, but not of peace; ~
'Tis the wailing of the caplive,
As he sigheth for release:
Shall the bondage ne'er be broken,
Nor the sob of ages cease?

'Tis the hour of Israel’s.travail,
'Tis the darkness of her night;

'Tia the time of Jacob’s trouble;
Bat beyond it beams the light :

And the star of Judah’s morning
I3 arising olear and bright.

Still the.éity sitteth lonely
In her twilight of the years—

In her silent sackeloth mourning,
On her cheeks the ancient tears;

For her lovers all have left her,
Ang ber foes deride her fears.

Bat above the voice of "’v}eeping,
From a harp long sealed and dumb,
She can hear the notes of gladness,
-Bweetly speaking'of & home;
Of her ended exile telling, - -
Asthey say,  Thy King is come.”

From the dust of ages rising,
Pat on all thy aucient might,
For to thes the crown belongeth,
And to thee the raiment bright;
Of the coming age the glory—
City, dear, of peace and light !
: ’ ’ —TIsracls Watchman.
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" Glwighing, Thought.

WHAT CONSCIENCE SAYS ABOUT THE 4T01¢‘EMEN11"

[We have read vith intense interest and satisfaction the leotures in which the Rev.
Joseph Cook refuted, before enthusiastic audiences in Boston, the fundamental doc-
trines of Parkerism, His scientific refitation-of Universslism (April number of the
Christiase Montkly) is simply unanswerable. The following defence of the Atonement,
on the ground of conscience, or natural ethics, is equally conclusive.—Ep. C.C.}.}

i

T is a famous story concerning the Greek general Brasidas, that
~ he looked out one morning upon the host that was attacking the
city he was set to defend, and said: * Vietory is ours, for I see
that the spears in the files of the enemy are not in line. The
ranks yonder arg so illy trained, that their weapons will become sources
of suicide before the sun shall sgt.” Fasten your atiention, gentlemen,
on the quivering spears of the ,host who attack self-evident truth in its
relations to that central Christian doctrine which we call the Atouement.
My purpose is not controversial, but practical. I speak in the name of
axioms, only, and I have labourad up to our present point of view over
the ascent of several lectures; and now I hupe that in brief space I can
convinee you that the converging admissions of all who are good ethical
seholars prove the necessity of a great arrangement, not made by man,
to secure his harmonization with his entire environment. |
It was an occasion on which history will look back with interest in

this city when James Freeman Clarke stood on the platform of Theodore
_ Parker, in the absence of the latter in Italy, and oriticised the system
of Parker, as Dorner, the great German theologien, does, for underrat-
ing the significance of the fact of sin, .James Freeman Clarke took np
his position -on the ground. of self-evident truth. He planted himself
upon axioms. Like a scholar, he made his firsb appeal to self-evident
propositions. Now, I am this morning to put under the lenses of ethical.
science & fow of the admissions of Mr. Clarke, which are not very unlike
{he propositions I have been defending here in the name of axioms, and
show you just whither these self-evident propositions lead. In order that
Imay not be accused of misrepresenting Mr. Clarke, you will allow me
to read an extract here, of the length of half a page:

“'We think thatif we analyze the feeling which the conscience gives
us concerning the consequence of wrong-doing, i is this: Flirst, con-
20
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soience demands reparation to the injured party; second, it demands
punishment as a satisfaction to be made to the law of right, and this
suffering to be accepted as just by.the guilty party; and, thirdly, it
declares that guilt should produce an alienation or separation between
the guilty party and those who are not guilty. A man hitherto respected
and trusted by sociely commits some great breach of trust, and robs the
community. Conscience requires that he should make atonement to
those he has injured, by restitution ; to the law of right, which he has
offended, by suffering some punishment; and to honorable men, by
keoping out of their way. '

**This, which the conscience teaches of an injury done to man, it
also teaches of an injury done to God, The offence against man is
a crime ; ‘the offence against God is @ sin. For a erime, the conscience
requires restitution, punishment with confession, and alienation from
the good, which is shame. For & sin, the consciencs requires, in like
manner, restitution, punishment, and alienation. It merely transfer:
to God's justice the ideas of atonement which human justice has given
to i, * % * 3

There is, however, 2 difficulty in Iclieving that we can be forgiven.
This difficulty is in the conscience ; and

« (a) To say there is no difficulty will not remove it.

¢ (b) To say that repestance and good works are enough, will not re-
move it.

¢ (¢) To say that God i3 merciful will not remove ib ; for the dificulty
lies in the conscwnce, which declares that every sin is :

L1 Ani mJury done to-God.

“ 2, An injury to the moral universe, inasmuch as it is an example
of evil, and a defiance of right.

* 8. An injury to ourselves, by putting us away from God, the source
of life, and alienating us from Him.

¢ The inward vvice of cunscience is always saying that God ought not te
forgive us without some reparation made for the injury done tu ITimself, tc the
universe, and to vurselves.” (Clarke, ¢ Orthodoxy,” pp. 246-248.)

This is not an ovangelical author. This is & straightforward stand-
ing up, thus far, to the plain inferences from the great natural operatmn‘1
of conscience. Up to this point there is no parting company in linked

seholarship all through the world, and Mr. Clarke knows there is not.

* Conscience is always saying that God ought not to forgive us.

God always does what he ought to do. Conscience does not tell Mun
chansen tales. These laws by which we Ikmow how to harmonize our

»
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selves with our environment, so far forth ws that-environment is merely
human, are one and the same with the moral laws which sweep through
the universe, and reveal to us, therefore, how we are to obtain hurmoni-
zation with that wider environment, .

But now, having gone thus far, how does Mr. Clarke escape fromn the
conclusion which follows very naturally from these propositions of ethical
science ? Why, by denying tke unity of the morallaw! This is his
language : ¢ God's justice is 1.0t like man’s.” Now there is & sense in
which tLat is true; but when jou go to conscience, and find it always
proclaiming that something ought to be, thatis an exhibition not of man's
justice, but of God's justice. I put this to any scholar--to Mr. Clark,
himself,—whether Archbishop Butler, the best student of conseience in
modern times, would justify him in saying that what the inward voice of
conscience ¢‘always ™ says has not in it & revelation of God. Why, it is
one of Mr. Clarke’s teachings, that conscience has in it a something, in
us, but not of ns—something reslly divine. It is held by the acutest
scholarship that the Light that lighteth every man that cometh into the
world is one with the Holy Ghost, shed forth from our ascended Lord.
Go to your Dorner, and Martensen, and Rothe, and all the best students
of religious science from the side of ethics and evangelical truth, and you
will find them rejoicing to illustrate in all detail, and with all the radiance
of philosophy as well as of evangelical loarning, the truth that the Holy
Spirit is the present Christ; and they identify it with the innermost
holiest of conscience.

Now, I affirm that the moral law is & part of the naturallaw; and
that law is a unit throughout the universe; and that, therefore, we can-
not escape from the consequences of such an admission as this, that the
inward voice of conscience always says that (tod  ought not™ to forgive
us, except on & three-fold condition, by simply saying, ¢ God's justiceis
not like man’s.” The ideas of the atonement drawn from our human
experience, Mr. Clarke says, * are essentially false ” (p. 247). Why, if
the ideas that come to us from the moral law are essentially false, how
is it that we do not fall into skepticism shout the physical laws? We
know that law is an unit ; end that, therefore, this earth, although an
stom in immensity, is immensity ifself in the revelation of truth. We
believe in the unity of law. The law of gravitation is the same here
and in Orion, and the Seven Stars. Tell me what the moral law is here,.
and I will tell you what it is in the Unseen Holy. It is disloyalty of the
most extreme sort to the scientific method to endeavour to escape from.
any proposition by denying the unily of the moral law ; for the unity
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and universality of la,w are a,mong the most haughty and irrefatablo
teachings of all soience.

It is admitted, then, by Mr Clarke :

1. That science demands reparation to the injured party.

2. That it demands punishment, as a satisfaction to the law of right,

8. That this suffering is to be accepted as just by the guilty party.

4. That guilt should produce a separation between the guilty and
those who are not guilty.

5. That what the consciente teaches of an injury done fo man, it
also teaches of an injury done to God.

6. That the offence against man is g erime, and that against God is a sin.

7. That conscience transfers to God's justice the idess of atonement
which human justice has given to it.

8. That without other light than that of conscience there is a diffi-
-culty in believing that we can be forgiven.

9. That to say there is no difficulty, will not remove it.

10. That to say repentance and good works are enoagh, will not
remove ib. )

11, That to say that God is merciful, will not remove it.

12. That the difficulty is in the conscience, and that the inward voics
i8 always saying that God ought not to forgive us without some reparation
made for the injury done to Himself, to the universe, and to ourselves.

18. Theodore Parker admitted this supreme fact, as to the natural
operations of conscience. (Theism, last discourse.)

14, All established ethical science asserts this fact, as an inevitable
inference from intuition; instinctive belief, and the experience of man

-age after -age.

With the emphasis of his hand upon his heart, a scholar, whom I
suppose to be the best representative of the learning of unevangelical
Christianity iin.this country, a professor who lives not a hundred miles
from here, said to me in the Boston Athenzeum lately, without any cross
questioning from me: ** There is a difficulty in conscience as to our
peace when wa once have sinned ; and that difficulty in the structure of
human nsature hes sustained the doctrine of the vicarious atonement,
before the attacks of philosopLy, century after century.” He seemed to
think that he was pointing to a proof-text of not much consequence; but
.to me this human nature, the serious volume he thus put aside in order
to read some more authoritative proof-test out of the Seriptures, was itself
the oldest Scripture ; was that,Scripture in harmony with which all other
Scripture must be intorpreted; was, in short, the supreme revelation of
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@od, by being a revelation of the unity of the moral law, the same yester-
day, to-day, and forever.

15. All these admissions point to the necessity of an atonement,

16. But Clarke and Parker, and the achools of thought they repre-
gent, deny this necessily..

17. They do this, and they can do this only by denying explicitly or
implicitly the universality of law.

18. The affirmation is mads that the ideas we draw from what conscience
18 saying constantly are essentially false.

19. We must give all the intuitions supreme authority in our religious.
seience. The intuitions of conscience which prove the philosophicsl
acouracy of distinctively Biblical evangelical ideas must have no authee-
ity in our religious soience !

Here is the suprema self-contradiction of Theodore Parker’s system,
and in every similar scheme of thought. Such systems evade the chall-
enge which Julius Muller and Dorner accept, to follow up this inner voice
of conscience and receive the testimony cf all intuition, instinctive belief,
and experiment, whithersoever they lead. Itis admitted that conscience
affirms that God ought not to harmonize us with our entire environment
without a great arrangement which exhibits at once His love and His
justice! 'What ought to be, will be. By and by it will be seev that we
ought not fo deny the unity of“the moral law, and so we shall not!
The philosophy is coming that will be true to all self-evident truth, north,
gouth, east, and west ; and will be liberal enoagh to look into the thirfy-
two points of the azure before it decides on any proposition, great or
small. When"that day comes, this inner voice will be left tv its proper
authority, and the necessity of the atonement will be an inference from
exnot ethieal science. Mr. Clarke says implicitly that the ideas we draw
from what conscience is saying to us ought to be essentially false, I affirm
that this denial of the authority of conscience in its innermost voice is
unscientific on Mr. Clarke’s part, and on the part of all that school of
theology which will not harmonize itself with the supreme fast of che
atonement. -

I maintain that to say that the xdeas we draw from the inmost holiesi
of conscience here mislead us in religious research is t. deny the unity
and the universality of law, and to shut the eyes to a part of the light-
that lighteth every man that cometh into the world, and so is-at once-
wsoientific and irreligious. Here orthodoxy and the Scriptrre part
company with loose thought, and keep sompany with consoxence and
fience, : . . .
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Chwistion Yok,

MISSION TO THE WORKING MEN OF PARIS.

[Who knows but the mission work here described mag be the beginning of
.better gospel days for pour benighted France.—Ep. C.C.M. f

YA EW ﬁelds, even among the heathen, presented some years ago a
more discouraging aspect to the Christian Evangelist than
Paris, with its two and & half millions. It is easier by far to

; break up virgin soil, and cast the good seed into fresh furrows,
than to set to work to clear away a jungle of creepers, and parasites, and
noxious weeds, and decaying stumps, the living ruins of centuries of ne-
glect.

Ages of Popish superstition and corruption, of ecclesiastical tyranny
and oppression, had robbed France of any feelings save those of disgust
and contempt toward a religion which they kr.ew only under the disguise
of Romen Catholicism. To this day ¢religion” to the Parisian poor
means Popery and priesteraft. A lady friend of ougs had once been visit-
ing the patients in a hospital, and spesking to them of Christ and salva-
tion, and the love of God to sinners. She was suspeated of * propagande,”
cr proselytizing to the Protestant faith. An official entered the ward,
and inquired before her face from the patients, had she been talking
“religion” to them? 'With one consent, and in all honesty, they said,
“No! not, & word about religion! only la morale,” So our good friend M,
MeAll styles his meetings for the working classes of Paris, not ¢ religious
gervices’’ bub ¢““réunions morales.”

Shortly after the war, the present mission to the working men of
Paris was begun by Mr. and Mrs, McAll. It was, like the fourndation of
the Vernaculay Education Society ih India after the mutiny, an illustre-
tion that, ‘“the bud may have o bitter taste, but sweet will Le the flower.”
It was & great-and permunent good, arising out of a temporary though
frightful evil. Those poor ignorant, misled, fierce, cruel, but suffering,
“qommunistes” of Belleville, atiracted the compsssion of these dear
friends, who regolved to go-and settle down among them, and teach them
the Gospel of peace and love. And now their fifth report, just issued,
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tells how richly they have been rewarded, and proves that faithful labor,
even in the most hopeless goil, is never in vain in the Liord. .

One room after another hasbeen opened as a place for evening meet-
ings, in different quarters of the ecity, till now there are ninetesn. Thres
thousand seven hundred sittings are provided in these rooms, aud five
thousand five hundred adults, besides two thousand children, attend the
gervices on an average each week. The meetings held are simple and
socigl in style; musie and singing, and earngst little Grospel and Biblical
addresses form the attractions. Pure literature is distributed, and con-
vergational Bible-readings are conducted. A member of the Institute of
France, M. Rosseenco, St. Hilaire, who has from the first been one of Mr.
MoAll's best helpers, says:—

* You ask me what new features strike me in the meetmgs. Fxrst,
then, as to the speakers ; their interest in this work increases from day to
day. Last year, on seeing your reunions constently advancing in number
and in size, I will now frankly say that I was disquieted; I feared that,
soon, it would be the speakers and not the hearers who would be lacking.
This year, on the contrary, not only has their numbers increased, but,
once enrolled in our little army, pastors and laymen alike are evidently
happy in the service of our glorious capiain! The laymen accomplish
here their apprenticeship as speakers, in the best of all schools; the pas-
tors leave behind them at our doors as they enter the phraseology of set
sermons in order to speak the language of the heart, which alone is under-
stood by the masses of the people. In laboring for the good of others,
we find blessing for ourselves. All are happy in feeling ourselves ocarried
back to the days of the primitive Church; in seeing men, indifferent ox
hostile to religion a few years ago, partaking in haste their evening meal
on leaving the workshop, and abandoning the wine shop and politics in
order to hear peaceful Christians make known the Saviour.

To speak to our ouvriers of Paris is, truly, a pleasant task; for T do
not know any audience more intelligent, more attentive, more sympathetic,
—not even that of the Sorbonne, or the College de France. Even their
want of culture insures their attention; —they do nof come in order to
griticize or discuss, but to feel and to be moved, It is to their heart that
one has need to speak; and you will always be far better understood when
you.do so than if you address yourself merely to their intellect.

;_Another sign of God’s blessing resting upon these reunions is that
the pumber of MEN frequenting them is constantly increasing; ‘the men
are better hearers than the women, ‘because all that they hear is new to
' ‘bhem 1 All then: preconcexved. notiongare pverthrown ‘surprise is seen on
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their countenances ; they feel that they are entering as'into an unknown
world, of which evén the language is foreign to them. Bo that one néeds
some other word than Usten to describe their impassioned attention when
we speax to them of the Gospel. Its tender appeals go- straightway to
their heart ; and then they feelthat they ave Ioved. There les our power
over them ; and it is the only power we possess, we, who are but poor
worms of the earth, in déaling with these momentous realifies, which we
could not take upon our lips without trembling, unless we felt that Jesus
is with us, and that the Holy Spirit dictates to us what we should speak.

Another feature of progress is in the size of the mission-halls, which
increases along with the nufnber of attendants. Most of the insignificant
shops which,in the beginning, were sufficient for the purpose, have given
place to larger rooms, which are, with equal ease, filled. It is well krown
thet in these ‘arge gatherings of human beings there is a sasred conta-
gion which no one can resist, and which is spread around by those who
have felt it. Then it is that people feel themselves brought mnearer to
each other, and thore happy, and they desire to share with others what
thr. have received. Our large rooms wiil contain—Belleville, 400; St.
Antoine, 870; Ornano, 820 ; and the new hall opened this week in the
Rue de Rivoli, 270 persons when filled:

The ZSible-classes for adults are also malking progress, and the Sun-
day schools are more and more numerously attended. As to musie,
among these people, generslly far fro:x musical, it has become quite &
pas v, At the last meeting I attonded, when a singing practice was
announced to follow it, no one went out, the whole assembly joincd in the
hymns, in unison generally, but with considerable correctness, I assure
you, and without any harsh discord.”

MISSION T0 LAKE TANGANYIKA, CENTRAL AFRICA.

A 1aree and enthusiastic meeting was lately held at the Memorial
Hall, Farringdon Street, to bid God speed to six missioniaries about to
leave England for the purpose of planting s Christian Mission at Tjiji, Lake
Tonganyiks, Central Africa. Tea wWas served in the Library, and tha
meeting held in the lavge Hall, :

‘What is it throws around these Central African Missions & peculiar
interest ? 1Is it thatin them the work of the Mlsmona.ry is more blended
than ususl with that of the explorer? Is it that the fegions for Whose
benefit they are organizéd have so recently come into existence (as far-as
our knowledge of them goes) that they have almost the romancs of a new
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world ? Xs it that memories of the heroic Livingstone give & charm to
undertakings he longed to see inaugurated, and which would have rejoiced
his wide and tender heart ¢ Or is it rather that in these missions two ob-
jeots are sought, supremely dear to us both-as Christians and Englishmen,
the proclamation of the Gospel to tribes who have never heard it, and the
proolamation-‘ of liberty to-captives who havelong groaned under the curses
of slavery. DBe the cause what it may, certain it is that no missions have
evoked more noble Christian liberality, or been adopted with heartier
sympathy by the Churches than the three great Central African expe-
ditions to Lakes Nyassa, Nyanza, and Tanganyika.

The Presbyterian Churches of Scotland united to take. possession in
the name of Christ.of the shores and islands of the first,"the most south-
erly, Lake Nyassa.* . The Ghurch Missionary Society, the pioneer in East
African Mission work, whose agents had long since acquired and reduced
to writing the Kishuahili and other languages, which will now be found
of immense value, has selected the great Northern Nyanzas, and under-
takes to evangelize Uganda and Urnguay, and now the London Missionary
Society, with the cordial sympathy and good wishes of both these, its fore-
runners in the work, is sending forth its band of ambassadors for Christ,
to the great inland sea, TaNncanviza, which occupies a position central
between the two.

It was by o singular coincidence that this meeting was held on the
same day on which there appeared in the Daily Telegraph Mr. Stanley’s
interesting letter, giving partioulars of his remarkable discovery in con-
neotion with this lake. If his explanation of the phenomena of the grea$
African Caspien be the true one, if it be a fact that this ses is rising in
level, year by year, and has been doing so perhaps ever since the flood,
until now it has just about reached the Irém of the vast volcanic basin in
which it lies, and is on the verge of an overflow through the Lukuga,
vhich will unite its waters with the great Lualaba end Congo; if this be
80 (and Stanley's opinion has not been lightly formed), we can only say
it is & marvellous providential coincidence, that makes the planting of the
first Christian mission on the lake coincident with s physical eventwhich
may open up & comparatively easy water-way to its shores, and to the
tribes that inhabit them, from the near Westsrn Coast of Africa.

It took ome hundred years of hard work to crush and extinguish
glavery on the Western Coast of Africa. Itis only about ten years ago

*We gave an accouilt in g recent number of the Olristian Monthly, of this
mission, established soauspiciously by the help of Mr, Young.—Ed. C.C.M.
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that any sustained and vigorous efforts were made to put & stop to Bast
African slavery, and already the task is in a sence accomplished. The
Sultan of Zanzibar has prohibited the trade, and every Mission station
that is planted, and every Mission boat that is launched on these African
Lakes, is more efficient as an anti-glavery power than a dozen orumisers off
the cosst, whose officers ses mothing of the immense and horribly cruel
inland trade, but only watch for slave dhows at ses.

The Arabs understand right well that English influence and slavery
_cannot co-exist : the Poriuguese are ashamed that English eyes should
witness, and English pens publish, their enormities and guilt in connee-
tion with the cursed traffic. The mere presence of Englishmen is & pro- -
tection fo the slave; and this alone is enough to make us rejoice in the
establishment of these English Missions.

But when we remember that these oppressed and cruelly ill-used
African tribes have never heard of Christ, that Mohammedanism is the
purest faith with which they have ever come in contact, we rejoice still
more. *Ye shall be witnesses unto me fo the uttermost parts of the
earth.,” The Gospel must be preached to these tribes, that from every
kindred, and netion, and people, and tongu., some may be gathered out
to join the great multitude before the throne! These Missions ave hasting
the coming of the fast-approaching day of Christ ; for * this Gospel of the
kingdom must first be preached among all nations, end then shall the
end come.”

Every effort has been made by the Directors of the L. M. 8. to make
their new Mission a snccess. The selection of the Rev. Roger Price and
the Rev. J. B. Thompson as its leaders, augers well for its fature,
The former, the son-in-law of Moffat, and the brother-in-law of Livingstone,
hasspent seventeen or eighteen years already in South Africa,and has made
besides & preliminary jowney in East Africa, to test the possibility of
travelling there (as in the south) by ox waggon.

The Rev. J. B. Thompson is alsoanapproved South African missionary.
He said that when first asked by the Directors to come home and join this
new Misgion, he had regarded it as an every day affair, and it was since
he had been at home and had heard peocple talk about the difficulty and
danger of this enterprise, that he had begun to think there really must be
some difficulty and danger in it, adding, that whatever the difficulties and
dangers, they kad to be overcome! He strongly nrged the colonization of
Central Africs, ard rightly remarked that if half the money that had been
spent on the Arctic expedition had been spent ou African colonization, it
would have given an infinitely greater result to science, to civilization,
and to Christianity.
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The Rev. A. Dodgshun, of Cheshunt, and Mr, E. 0. Hora, of the East
End Training Institute, are two of the junior members.of the Mission,
and it is expected that Mr. Elber: 8. Clark will join the party at Natal.
Mr. Price and Mr. Dodgshun left England first, going roynd by the.Cape to
buy the oxen and to engage from the native Christians of the South African
Churches, drivers for the expedition. The remaining members of the
party are gone via'the Suez Canal. They are to mset at Zanziber, (D.V.)
at the end of June, and are timed to start for the interior, July ist. It
is hoped that they will reach the lake in October or November. The cost
of the expedition has been met, but & permanent charge of over £2000
per snnum will be added to the expenditure of the Society by this Mission,
which it will be needfal to reinforce speedily, and to supply with a
steamer for the lake. The elder Missionaries have to leave wives and
children at home, and thisis the worst irial in the matter to them, But
the presence of ladies would have added seriously to the difficulties of
what must at best be s toilsome and dangerous pioneer expedition, over
& country which is destitute of any semblance of a road. They have to
travel 200 miles over hills and slopes of mountains, and then 400 or 500
miles over a vast rolling country 4000 feet above the ses level, in one part
of which, Ugogo, they will have to contend with considerable lack of
water. Unfriendly Arab settlements will have to be passed, but the
native villages are as a rule friendly.

Mr. Hutchingon, secretary of the Churok Missiorary Society, and the
Rav. C. T. Perks, of the Wesleyan Missionary Society, both gave addreses
full of cordial sympathy.

‘We need hardly urge on any Christian the duty of bearing often be-
fore God in prayer this important and interesting Mission. et it be
followed with a cloud of intercession for its safety and sucoess, and may
the Hearer and Answerer of prayer, do, for it, and by it, more:than we ask
or think !

—

MEXICO.

Pxorestantisn in Mexico, as the-result of ten to fifieen years’ work,
has 125 coogregations and chuarches, twenty-eight free day-schools,
twenty-eight night-schools, two theological seminaries, five orphanages,
end six religious periodicals. Its yearly expenditure is about £20,000.

Rev. Mt Hutchinson writeg:—

Five days-ago I was delighted to welcome beck a Bxble~worher, who
loft us six months ago, and of whose fate we kmew nothing. Heisan
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humble, prudent, and useful worker (one whose wife was killed at Aca-
puleo). Six monthd ago I provided him with & horse that I thought the
pronunciades would not covetl, and a supply of Bl‘oles, and sent him in the
direction. of Chilpainingo. We soon learned that his horse and many of
his Bibles had been teken from him, and that he had narrowly escaped
with his life. I had hoped to gather from him full details of his half
year's work, but & favorable opportunity presented itself for another
month's trip just after he came in, and so I only had one interview with
him. It s:pms that a part of the Bibles are in the hands of the officials
of a town, the name of which I do not now recall. His work has been
almost entirely Bible reading. As & result, he brings the names of twenty-
six adults, of whose true conversion he feels quite confident. Many of
these are heads of families. He was several fimes obliged to escape by
night from thoge who were resolved to kill him, was iroprisoned twice, and
at one time he was taken with four others by a band of thirty armed men,
who tied their arms together and marched them out to the mountains to.
kill them. After some delay it was decided that only M—— should be
killed. After passing one night in the mountains, all were taken back to
town and four were set at liberty. Poor M—— was kept in constant
expectation of being shot by the thirty (who called themseves pronunci-
ados), but at last some of the townspeople interceded for him and he was
allowed to escape under cover of night. .

One of the places visited was Zumpango. One of my students came
from there, and, after a few months of Bible study, returned to work for
a season. Among those who had opposed the Bible work at first was one
of the judges of the town. Now the same judge keeps a Bible on his
office table constantly, and if he is not sure that he has rendered a just
deoision in any case, he at oncelooks for some Bible passage bearing upon
the point in question, and this he recognizes as the highest possible
suthority. I do not know what it may have cost the Society to place that
Bible upon that office table, but I do know that you will rejoice that it is
there. Oh! whata land this would be if all the rulers would enguire,
¢ What saith the Liord 2

ITEMS OF THE GREAT WORK.

Tee Coxmcil of the Cree Nation hsas agreed to give the Baphxsts of
the Southern States of America $6000 s year and s quantity of land,
if they will agree to build the houses for a Mission School and educate one
hundred. Indian children.
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A Bisre Colporteur in Brazil has been furnished with.a waggon by
Virginia Presbyteries, and with Portuguese Bxbles and. Test&ments to il
it by a friend in New York. \

One of the rooms in the Young Men’s Christian Asgocigtion Building
in San Francisco is in future to be used by the French Reformed Church,
the first of this denomination ever established in California.

Tee Union Theological Serinery in New York has olosed the fortieth
year”of its existence. It has sént out 1178 studeni;s, including 104
Foreign Missionaries.

. A youne Japanese of high rank, in the family of Rev. J. 8. C. Abbott,
has lately joined the Christian ‘Church .in Fairhaven, Connecticut, her
parents and the Japanese (Government having given their consent. .

A ~xew and larger church is to be built at Geneva, Switzerland, to ac-
commodate the increasing number of atterdants at the American Chapel,
of which Rev. Leonard W. Bacon has been several years pastor.

Tur Baptist Ministers of New York have been trying to raise money
to buy an elephant for the use of their missionary brethren in India.
The sum required was about 500 dollars.

‘ Mz. Bruce hasezperienced stern Mohamrmedan opposition ab Ispahan,
but diseussions which have been publicly held have attracted much atten.
tion to Christianity and done great good.

Tue statement is made that there are now 500 Roman Cathglic
ecclesiastical teachers, and 2000 Sisters of Charity at work among the
colored people of the Southern States of North America, visiting them
from cabin to cabin.

T=e Bmre v Turgey.—Dr. Bliss’s letters from Constantinople con-
tain frequent allusions to the embarrassments due to the disturbed
condition of Turkish affairs, and the apprehensions which are felt in
respect to Bible distribution in the immediate future.

A sreavy and dreadful decrease is teking place in the population of
Fiji, apart from the awful plague’of measles which swept over the islands
some two years ago. There are three deaths to one bixrth! But spiritu-
ally, large numbers have lately been born to God. The Rev.J. Water-
house, writing from Navuols, describes a series of special services held by
him in 8 Jarge nuraber of places in which a great number were converted.
A ngtive minister is also holding revival services with marked blessing.
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Ir hasbebn suggested that the Palestine explorers should visit Mount
Nebo in- search bf the valuable treasures of the Temple, which, according
to the book of Maccabees, Jeremish was instructed to deposit there.
They included the Tabernacle and the sacred Ark, with the Tables of
stone, on which the Ten Commandments were written. "

Rev. Dr. Van Lienyer informs the Evangelist that the Jesuits in
Syrie are unliring in their efforts, with plenty of men and money at their
command. They have been compeiled to undertake a new translation of
the Bible. On Liebanon, where the Papists have the majority, Protestants
find it hard to secure justice in the conrts.

Syaa.~—Rev. H. H. Jessup, of the Syrian Mission, writes of the out-
coming of an entire town of 500 inhubitants, six miles from Beyrout,
from Maronite darkness to Protestantism. A chapel and schoolhouse
have been hired, and a native teacher and preacher established there. A
great proportion of the people attend the services held by the Mission-
aries.

Ir is not in' Buropean Turkey alone that the work of evangelization
is impeded. There is a great deal of disquiet in Syria. Christians ave
grossly insulted in Damsascus, and terror reigns in many places. The
destruction of the shops in Vae was a loss of Christian property of half a
million pounds; evidently premeditated; soldiers not restrained by their -
officers. The American corvette Vandalia is at Constantinople for the
protection of the American Missionaries. The upsetting of all currency
here is working mischief with receipts from sales of books. The lirg
fluctuates in paper at the rate of forty, sixty, and eighty a day.

Four university men have lately offered to the Church Misgionary
Society, and been appointed, three to India and end one to Japan.
Bishop Crowther, of the Niger Mission, is now in England. Lieat. Smith,
of the Nyanza expedition, was, in December last, within 100 miles of the
southern end of the Victoria Nyanza, and had received reliable iuforma-
tion that Gol. Gordon had two steamers on the lake, and that King Mtesa
had received the Society’s letter, and was prepared to receive the teachers.
Long ere this we may trust the party have safely reached their destination.
Capt. Boys, of H.M.S. Philomel lately visited Mombasa, and says of
the C.M.S. settlement at Frere Town, ¢ Itis anoble work and is sure to
prosper. I only wish the friends of the C.M.S. could have seen what I
saw. Thoey would have been more than pleased, and must have felt with
me that God’s blessing was resting upon this work,"
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THE FOE OF THE HOUSEHOLD.

BY THE REV. DAVID WINTERS, PEILADELPHIA.

7\ HE midnight hour had passed. The members of the housshold
VAl were locked in the embrace of sleep. Some of them reveiling
% in happy dreams of pleasure, fortune, and fame. No thought
ﬁo of danger disturbed their repose. Suddenly they are aroused
by the watchman's cry of “ Fire! Fire !” They open their syes to behold
the fire-demon devouring their dwelling, All through the hours of even-
ing the foe had been working in secret, unobserved and unsuspected, in
the form of a little seed of fire ; and now it has burst out into an uncon-
querable flame, and is consuming the home which was the fruit of years
of industry and economy., The foe was an énternal ons.
This physical illustration will serve to assist us in illustrating and
devéloping the moral lesson of our kord's words:—A ‘“man’s foes shall
"be they of his own houshold.” These words have & lesson which oftener
then other quotes itself in every-day life. It applies in & great variety
of ways to the domestic household. It is in the home that a man meets
with his greatest help or hindrance to success in life. Eeconomy thers
usnally means success in business. Extravagance there means finaneial
failure and embarrassment. The old adage is trus, that & wife can throw
as much out at the window as & husband can bring in at the door. In
more than half the cases where married men fall into gambling or swind-
ling, they are pushed on to it either by an unprincipled mistress who
governs them as with a rod of iron, or an extravagant wife and family.
A wife is either a man’s best friend or his worst enemy. The worst sore
which disturbs the heart-peace of & man, and strips of its lustre his success
and promotion iu life, is the worm which eats into the root of his domes-
tic lifs. 'What to him is success in his business, on his farm, in his
office, or his pulpit, if he have not happiness at the domestic hearth. He
can far more easily bear the neglect anld social injustice of a whole
neighborhood than he can endure to ba negleoted or unkindly treated by
those on whom he lavishes his purest, strongest affection. A woman ean
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bear to be scorned by her neighbors, and to have all the long-beaked
vultures of gossiping and lying come ar ound her to devour her, if she has a
husband whois loyal and true, and who exaltsherin his affection and esteem.

But the cold neglect and cruelty of & man who solemnly pledged himself
that he would love and cherish her under all circumstances is a dry dis-
esge which drinks up every drop of her heart's blood. There are no
wounds so deep or painful as those which are made by a hand which
ought to be stretched out to bestow blessings upon us, = The poison
which consumes & man’s vitals, the reports which are most damaging to
his reputation, are often transmitted from some long, limber, busy tongue
under his own roof,

And does not every one know that religion meets with its worst
stumbling-blocks and greatest hindrances in the household? The
Saviour said, ¢ I came not to send peace upon earth but a sword; to set a
man at variance with his father, and the mother against her daughter,
and the mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law ; and a man’s foes
shall be they of his own housshold.” He knew that the character of the
truth which He proclaimed wag such that whenever a part.of the household
should receive it and attempt to reduce it to practice in their life, they
should have to breast the tide of opposition raised by the unbelieving
portion. Here it is that many who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus
meet their most dangerous foes. +Besides, as the piety of a Christian
parent is often reproduced in the life of his children, so the irreligion and
vices of an ungodly father are often perpetuated in the life of his off-spring
for generations. I have known among my acquaintances pious parents
who had godless children ; but T have seldom seen the sons of ungodly
parents growing up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. The
example of an impious father can do more to drag his children down t0
perdition than the minister of the gospel can do to lift them up towards
holiness and heaven. If he be a drunkard or sensualist, it will be &
marvel if he do not transmit the moral poison to the blood of his children.
I know of no way of accounting for the rapid increase of drunkennessin
our times, except on the principle that the children of drinkers inherit
the appetite of their parents for strong drink. I knewa girl of fen or
eleven years old, to go to her mother and persuade her to give her ten
cents, She hastened out with it and spent it for whiskey. She pub
the bottle which contained it to her mouth and before she stopped she
drank the last drop of it. In spite of all the physicians could do for her
she died the next day. How shall we aceount for the existence-of such o
raging appetite for strong drink in one so young ¢ To me the explanation
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it sliort wiid'sthiple, I wag dequainfed With her pai’éhﬁs, éﬁ{f kneét that
they weré both confirmed dvinkeyds, ~ -

Again, if the fathet tdlks « Money, mtmey,” 19 {t-diig' wonder if the
sons grot up $o worhip Matamon ? It he tallis' ¢onstatifly about dogs,
and horses, dnd rdces, and games, 'itl id not to be woﬁﬂered ot if he shall
one day find that he has brought up a family of sportenen, Ts fashion
the ‘altar ¢t up in the household ? Then the -¢hildtéh will be offered up
ag vietims to the goddess of faghion. If tHe father spends his evenings
in the club room, ot the théatre, it is almost certain that his sons wilk
spend their evenings in the drinking saloon or the gambling hell. If he
puts the bottle on his table daily, or keeps it on the sidébbard, it is no
marvel if his son rushes in at the front door wild with delirium, pursued
by imaginary demions and'the real demon of rum which is devouring his
vitals. s a 7ule, s man bequeaths to his offspring hid! character and
hsbits, whether good or bad.

And now, what is true of the domestic household, is equally true of
the inner household of the heart. In the Biblé a human being is often
compared to & ¢ tabernacle,” a “temple,” a ‘“house.” We do not carry
the use of metaphor beyond its proper limits, when we say that the
inmates of the heart are its household. And, oh, what 4 family of fac-
ulties, thoughts, impulses, passions and desires it shelfers! Every heart
which has not been twice-born is & home for Satan, and a train of evil
thoughts and unhallowed desives which sin has generated there. Every
new heart is g reformed household, filled with pure and holy thoughts,
suggested by the Holy Ghost, and in which the Saviour has his abode:
Regeneration is & spiritual house-cleaning, by which our internal foes are
driven’ out and new occupants come in. An inspired writer has said :—
“Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the issues-oflife,” and
we may with the utmost truth add, «Jut of it are also the issues.of death.”

‘Who ever heard of a man or & woman being ruined by the sircula-
tion of rumours about them which were literally false ? Opposition and
folsehood are often, in the providence of God, turned into head winds
which fan the fires of our furnaces to generate a head of steam which will
propel us forward more rapidly to proud success. No man was. ever pub
down, and kept down, who was true to his conscience and his God.
When character is destroyed it is never murder, but suicide which causes
the death. The only enemy in the world that can réally injure us, is one
which dwells within us. And the only person who can-drive that enemy
out, and keep him out, is the Lord Jesus Christ. If we gwe our heart

to him, he-¥vill take catre of it.
21
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_ Little Jimmie was the son of & poor widow. His mother was forced

to send him to be a sailor boy while he was quite young. She gave him a
Bible and her blessing,—the only gifts she had for him. Shetold him he
must read his Bible and.pray to Godevery day. Jimmie did not forget his
pious mother's counsel; but when he prayed, his ungodly ship-mates
laughed at him ; when he read the Bible, they scoffed. But Jimmie did
not mind them., When they asked him to do anything which his con-
soience and the Bible told him was wrong, he refused, and gave as his
reason, * Thus saith the Lord.,” One day, one old sailor whose name
was Jack, told his companions he could manage Jim. He went to him
and ordered him to do something which Jimmie believed wounld be 2 wrong
thing for him to do. He refused to do it. 'When Jack urged him, he again
refused, and quoted, &s his reason for non-compliance, a text of seripture.
The old tar, foiled in his design, went back to his ship-mates, and said,
*You may as well let Jim alone. You can do nothing with him. Heis
choke-full of the Bible,” If we desire to be saved from internal foes we
must get our hearts so full of Christ that thers will be no room for the
enemy to live in them.

As our only real safety is from an indwelling Christ, our only danger
is from an indwelling sin. The world cannot harm you as long as you
keep it out of your heart. If your constitution is perfectly sound, you
may go where plague is raging without much danger of being smitten by
the contagion. And if your heart is in & sound moral condition you can
go with safety wherever God and duty call you. The reason why Joseph
came off unscathed when tempted, was that he kept the door of his heart
shut against the enemy. The reason why David fell was that the fuel of
sin was in his heart and ignited when the spark of temptation was applied.

There is 8 pretty practical sermon in the old fable of Alsop, about the
country man who found & frozen snake in the field. He took pity on it,
brought it into his house, and placed it before the fire. But when it got
thawed out, it rewarded him for his kindness by sliding about and biting
end poisoning his wife and children,

It is the sin men take into their h_ea,rts, and warm end cherish
there, that stings, and poisons, end kills them. It is the foe within that
betrays the garrison into the hands of the enemy. I% is in this ways
man becomes his own worst enemy. You have seen this truth repeated
meny & time in the life of some one who came to your door with bloated
face, and haggard look, and shabby and ill-flavoured garments. You knew
him, perhaps, in better days. He asks you for help. He tells you a sad
tale of how he lost his situation; how friends forsook him, and enemies
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plotted against him ; and how he is left alone to bear the brunt of life’s
storms. Poor man, how true jt is that he is friendless when he has re-
solved to be his own worst enemy. Even he who wills to be his Almighty
Friend cannot help him while he is bent upon destroying himself. Even
the gracious Saviour will not save a man from hell while he keeps piling
on fuel to feed the flame of the moral hell which is burning within him.
The most pitiful and friendlese creature on the earth is the man who has
banished all holy thoughts and good impulses from his heart, silenced the
voice of his conseience, driven the fear of God from his soul, and given
himself over to the control of some infernal passion, or habit which has be-
come his cruel master, and holds over him a whip of the twisted scorpions
of his own unforgiven sins. In such a case & man’s house is left unto him
dezolate of every thing save his internal foe.

And now a word of warning, and I shall have finished. Beware!
Be on your guerd. When you feel inclined to yield to temptation, im-
agine you hear the devil trying-your door, and push in the bolt of prayer.
That will prove your best safeguard.

There is an Arabian fable which says, that one cold day in winter,
the miller was awakened from his slumbert by a rattling at his window.
He looked up from his couch and saw a camel looking wistfully in. Said
the animal, «This is & very cold day, let me put my nose in at your
window.” The miller consented. But soon he put in his head, then his
fore feet, and at last the clumsy creature drew his whole body through.
He soon began to move awkwardly through the room, and upset things.
At this his host felt incommoded, and said, ** The place is not large enough
for' both of us, one of us must leave.” I am quite comfortable,” said the
camel, “if you are not satisfied you can withdraw.” This is the way sin
comes and knocks at the door of your heart, and pleads for admission.
It appears to you at first to be but insignificant and harmless. But if you
admit it, virtue will fly away ; the fear of God will depart ; pure thoughts
will be driven out ; and the vile intruder will take possesion of the throne
of the heart; and then shall you learn the moral lesson of the words of
Him who spake as riever man spake. “ A man’s foes shall be they of hig
own household.” . :
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THE LAND OF THE PHARAOHS.

PIGES befors the celebrated monuments of Greece and Rome were
reared, the temples, pyramids, and palaces of Egypt stood.
The old Egyptians were famous for their learning, as well as
their industry and skill ; and the learned men of other countries
visited the land of Pharaohs, that they might add to their store of know-
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ledge. The strange marks which cover the face of their monuments,
oalled hieroglyphics,\wére' the eatliest form .of \Wiiting; and the first
paper in the world wag made from the papyrus, which grows on the banks
of the Nilo, s ' ' U .
But that which gives to Egypt its ¢hief interest in the mind of the
Chistian, is its close connecticn with the sacred story. Abrakam, the
friend of God, and the father f the faithful, sojourned here, and found
food in fimes of famine. Here the pious lad Joscph wa.. bronght, and in
this land the poor captive boy aftexwards ruled as ghief minister of state,
Here, too, the children of Isracl were sorely cpprepsed, in making brick,
and building treasure-cities for Pharaoh, till God's set time for deliverance
came ; when Moses was raised up, preserved, and at length, at the Divine
command, led the Hebrew children forth from bondage, and through the
waters of the Red Sea. And in latter times Egypt was a land of refuge
for the infant Jesus. Hither Joseph and Mary fled from the eruel Herod,
and here they remained till Jehovah told them the danger was over;
and thus was fulfilled the prediction, “ Qut of Egypt have I called my
Son.” T
The scene which our artist has engraved, is from seven to eight mileg
distant from the Pyramids. It is g fer. s at old Cairo, a town that has
had many names, and is the place, some say, from which Peter wrote his
firsi epistle. Here the Nile is crossed by those who purpose visiting the
Pyramids, and in the centre of the river, at this place, there is a small
island, on the banks of which, it is said Moses was found. The curious
looking liftle hoat just put off frora shore will cross the river, and that
turbaned erowd, in whose midst there may be & few Englishmen and
Emericans, is anxiously waiting another boat to take them over to El
Geezeh, a small town on the opposite bank, from which the Pyrawmids
take their name. ‘

TrERe are three kinds of death set forth in the Scriptures: firse,
Spiritual death, which gives languor and indifference to religious truth,
whereby the understanding is rendered impervious to the impression of
God’s word, the sensibilities are blunted, and the will is perverted into
the ways of sin. Second, The destruction of the body, as we all know
the ends of dissolntion hegin to germinate as soon as life begins. Many.
8ing eat up & man’s health, and impose disease resulfing in death. Third,
Eternal death in hell, where the soul is .ever active, but active in misery.
&od’s wrath, ungratified passion, remoise, despair, and bodily efflictiong
make up the sinner’s portion forever.—Embra.. -+
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ARROWS SHOT AT A VENTURE.

Tae Brsr AccounTant.—Ho is the best acccuntant who can cast up
correctly the sum of his own errors.—Nevins.

. Lire.—Messure your life by eets of goodness, not by years.—
Archbishop Whaicly.

Coupanion Sms.—When one-sin is admitted, it is generally found
that it hath a companion waiting at the door ; and the one will work hard
to gain admission for the other.

Crrist Our Hore axp Exanere.—We cannot build too confidently
on the merits of Christ as our only hope ; nor can we think too much of
the mind of Christ as our great example,—Cecil.

Reeentance.—True repentance consists in the heart being broken
Jfor sin, and broken from sin. Some often repent, yet never reform;
they resemble & man travelling a dangerous path, who frequently starts
and stops, but never turns back.—Thornton.

Sov’s Waees.—The wages that sin promises to the siﬁner are life,
pleasure, and profit; but the wages it pays him are death, torment, and
destruction, He that would understand the falsshood and deceib of sin

* inust compare its promises and payments together.—South.

Tee Love or Goo.—The righteousness of God was most eminently
glorified in the reconciliation wrought by Christ, when he made atone-
ment for us in Hisblood. All after-actings of God towards us are indeed
full of love ; but they are all streams from this fountain, or rivers from
this oeean.—Owen

Tae Best Gume.—It should cheer the steps of a servant of Jesus
Christ as he journeys, to know that even in darkmess his Guide is still
with him, and that that Guide is the king of the country through which he
is travelling.—Foster.

Tae Saviovr.—The Lord Jesus Chmst'. is such & Saviour as became
the grace, mercy, love, wisdom, holiness, righteousness, justice, and
power of God to provide; and such a Saviour as became sinners’ needs
gud desires, and therefore deserves their scceptance, as fit, suitable,
sufficient, to save all that coms to God through him, and that even fo
the uttermost ; his blood being able to cleanse fronall sin, his power
Being able toaubdue all thmgs to lumself and his. spznt suﬂiczena to Jead
into all trath.—Haliburton..
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Brrrerness oF Smv.—There i more bifterness following upon sin’s
ending than ever there was sweetness from sin's acting. You that ses
nothing but weal in its cor¥nission, will suffer nothing but woe in its con.,
clusion. You that sin for your profit, will never proﬁt by your sins.—
Dyer. e :

Beriovs InquiriEs,—Are 'you & Christian 9 If not, do _you ever
expect to be? Xf g0, when? If God chould soon ¢all you to your final
account, what reason could youn give for being impenitent 2 Might yoa
not be & Christian now? Delay not, then, to seek salvation, lest you
should put it off too late. Think seriously; think prayerfuily; think
NOW.

Way Deray ?—Many men pass fifty or sixty yearain the world, and
when they are just about going out of it, they bethink themselves, and
step back as it were, to do something which they had all the while forgo$
—namely, the main business for which they live in the world, to repent
of their sins, and reform their lives, and make their peace with God, and
in time to prepare for eternity.—Abp. Tillotson.

Vaniry or T WorLp.—Its vanity appears in this, that s little cross
will embitter great comforts. One dead fly is enough to corrupt a whole
box of the world’s most fragrant ointment. There are so many ingre-
dients required to make up worldly felicity—as riches, health, honour,
friends, good name, end the like—that if any of these be wanting, the
whole composition is spoiled. You may as soon grasp s bundle of dreams
or take up an axmful of your shadow, as fill the boandless desires of your
soul with earthly enjoyments.—Biskop Hopkins.

WHAT CAN I DO?

No question, perhaps, is more frequently asked by the sincere Chris-
tian then this, Axndit is one of the defects in our church and pastoral
work that a clear, concise answer to this question is not more readily
furnished.

Baut, what can I do? is the urgent ingmiry. You can mmntmn 8
consistent walk. Every Christian should be satisfied, first of all, that
he does no barm. True, we can.do nothing without God's grace assisting
us. Yel we are exhorted to * keep ouxselves in the love of God,” &nd to
‘“abstain from every form of evil.” :

You can be in your place at the riated meetings of the church.
The pastor is espected to be there ; why can’t you? The Lord may net
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have given yonany special talent for ginging, or for speaking and praying
in public. But.he has given you & talent for listening, and that talent
you have no right to-hide in a napkin. You can cheei.the hearts of
your pastor.and of your brethren by manifesting sufficient intéerest to be
always in your place.

., You canhe cordigl with men. There isnoone thing, perhaps,in regard
to gvhich the majority of Christians are more sadly deficient than in the
cultivation and use of our social powers. We are too stiff, staid, formal
conventional,

But nnhemt&tangly we pronounce it as our solemn conviction—a-con-
viction that is the result of many years close observation—thaf no one
thing stands more dn:ectly in the way of the enlargement of the borders
of our Zion than the suppressiop of the social spirit. Men wanb sym-
pathy, friendskip. They crave warm, cordial, unaffected greeting.
And if we win them to our sanctuaries and hold them there they must
have it. But they come to our churches, sit through the service, and go
away oftentimes without a word of welcome from any one, unless it be
the pastor or one of the deacons. Brethren, these things ought not so fo
be. Fach member of the church onght to regard himself or herself as
« g committes of one™ on invitation to welcome the strangers, and to
urge them to turn in and worship with them again. The stmos-
phare of every church ought to be made so pleasant, cheery, warm, home-
like, that men will naturally, irresistibly be drawn—mnot by the brilliance
of the pulpit, but—by the magnetic power of Christian hearts. Thus
drawn, they will be held.

You can invite men to the Saviour. This may be to you, doubtless
is, the most difficult work to which you are called. Yet we are persuaded
that every Christian can do this work. You may not do this as well as
others; neither may you pray as well as others. This, however, does not
excuse you from either of these duties. And we are satisfied that ne work
yields to large returns as this personal work for the salvation of men.
Preaching may be regarded as professional ; so may general pastoral work.
But when the Christian, from the general ranks of the Christian army,
comes to his fellow with the message of salvation, it carries with it a potent
influence for good.—Western Recorder.

Tae Presbyterian Mission is malking encouraging progress in Oroo-
mish and Teheran, where they are surrounded by a population of about
five millions. The Missionaries appeal for two more Izbourers and fands
fér a Training Sehool.
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“ QNE BODY AND ONE SPIRLT"

Rev. Arzexy Winorg, of Liverpool, said that as thersvas an outward
msn and an inward man, so there was & Church visible and # Church m-
visible,—a Church within s Church. The ontward Church was possessed
of gifts /*the inward Church was ‘mhnifested by graces. The inward
Church was & living body vonnected with a living Head. That connection
was lost in Adam and véstored in Christ. Theti it was o living body,
possessing living communion in its different parts. To illurtrate this, he
told of & scientific friend of his, who painted a top with all the seven pris-
instie colors; when the top was rapidly whirled, all these colors blended
together, 8o that the whole appeared perfectly white. This living body
aldo has union in work. TLet theth cease from pulling each other to
pieces, and go to work among the poor and perishing. Let their hair-
splifting differences alone until they get up to heaven, and let them go
after the Tost that were on every side.

Captain Moreton, to illustrate the concord that came from union in
work, retalled an incident he had heard from Mr. Macgregor (Rob Roy).
He was walking one day on the southern English coast, and fell across
some seafaring men quarreling about the way in which a button had been
sewn on one of their coats. They were on the point of coming to blows,
when & cry was raised that there was s ship on the Goodwin Sands, and
that the life boat was needed. Instantly the trumpery quarrel was at an
end, and all were heartily at work doing their best to save their ship-
wrecked brethren. The illustration was very apt, and as told by the
chairman, was well received.

THE COST OF DISSIPATION.

Nor the leas} of the evils resulting from dissipation and iniemperate
habits is their costliness. It is pot only that the American people pay
hundreds of millions annually for the worse than useless luxury of drink
itself, but those who do not driok, as well as those who do, must subtract

- from their esrnings s certain sum every year, to pay for the sad results

of drink ; to keep the police courts in motion ; to keep the Jails and State
prisons doing their work; to maintain almshouses; to support reform-
atory institutions; to pay jodges and jury in countless suits of the
Btate’s prosecution of crime. A large percentage of these expenses,
verionsly estimated at {from onehalf to nine-tenths, is the result of
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intemperance, so that a large shere of our taxation goes to a poor and
unavailing attempt to repair the demages of the drinking-shops. The
statistics of crime are as gensitive -fo drink; as the needle to magnetio
currents. A thermometer does not register heat more accurately than
the tables of orime respond to the- drinking hebits of the people ; and the
cost of erime and pauperism, and vice and sickness, as the result of
intemperance, is hardly yet properly estimated,

Suppose the five hunderd milljons spent on drink in this country
every . year were spent in converting the world to the Christian religion,
or-on works of art for the National and State capitals, or in scientific and
Literary lectures, concerts, and: libraries made free to the poor ; or that
all the money spent in courts of law, on police, on jails, on almshouses,
on prisons, on prosecutions for all kinds of crime, on inebriate asylums
and reformatory institutions, on the care of orphans and neglected child-
ren; and all the other public expenses which are the direct result of drink,
were expended to put a library and a newspaper in every man’s home,
and to endow our institutions of learning so that they should be free of
all taxz on parents, or expense to students ; or suppose that all tha tine
wasted in dram-shops, all the time lost in sickness arising from dissipation,
ell the time lost by the shortening of life through intemperanee—in
short, suppose that all the vigor of mind and body wasted on drink conld
be gathered up and devoted to honest industry, and the purchase and
adornment of homes for those who are now in want throngh improvidence
and drink, would not our world be a different world from what it is to- day?
—Am. Exchange.

A rew days previous to his death the Rev. Dr. Belfrage of Falkirk,
hearing his infant som’s voice in an adjoining rcom, desired that he
should be brought to him. When the child was lifted into the bed, the
dying father placed his hands upon his head, and said, in the language
of Jacob: ¢“The God before whom my fathers did walk, the God who
fed me all my life long to this day, the Angel who redeemed me from al
evil, bless the lad.” When the boy was removed, he added, « Remember
and tell John Henry of this: tell him of those pra.yers, and how earnest _
I wasg that he might become early acquaaqted with his father's God.”
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Ohitdven's Tuewsuey,

————

JOHNNY FLAXMAN.

WA VERYBODY gaid that Johnny Flasman waunld never be anybody

IR0 by which they meant he never would be & bright or shining

light in the world, or distingnished foc his intelleot ; yet, when

v’ I said everybody, I ought to have left out Johnny’s mother, the
teacher, and the preacher.

Johnny's mother was naturally partial, but then she knew him bet-
ter than any one else could, and she was ready to maintain against the
town that her Johnny had as goed & mind as any other boy or girl.

I will tell you one reason for her faith in Johnny. Mis. Flaxman
bought one of Mr. Vicks’ papers of verbena seeds, and they looked so
much like very tiny sticks that she said she would not ¢ putter” with
them, and giving them to Johnny, along with & piece of ground for a bed,
told him to see what he could make of them. Time wenton from May
till August; then Johnny’s bed of verbenas was the admiration of the
village, and strangers pasmg often stopped to look at it with sarprise
and pleasure. .

Johuny's dufies and little tasks were always done in time. The
cows were in the milling yard precisely at half-past six ; the chip-baskeb
was always full and in its place, so that Mrs. Flaxmen never had to cell,
*s Johnny—chips—chips.”

The minister said he liked Johnny becanse he had such & good and

-honest heart, and besides thig he said that Johnny Flaxmen learned his
Bible verses perfectly, never jumbling up the small but necessary words
—to, of, with, by,—as many careless children do; so that it was & pleasure
to hear Johnny’s Sabbath school lessons.

His teacher declared, that although it took along time to get any
thing through Johnny's head, when it was learned he: knew it forever,
I suppose if you could heve seen the struggle he'hed with the multiplica-
tion table you wonld have smiled.- Nabody knew how long he had
studied it ; but little Betty Tattle used to plégue poor Johnny, and say
that he began to: study it as soon as he could falk and hadn’t gotiit yet.
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But the multiplication-table was nothing to long division. He had
a discouraging fight with that. All summer the teacher went over it
again and again; but Johnny could not comprehend how to get the
dividend. One afternoon, toward the ¢lose ¢f the term, & wonderfal light
czme into Johnny Flaxmané fb.ce} He had conquered long division at
last. TUntil he was twelve years old he was always at the foot cf the class
in spelling ; after that any one that got Johnny’s place ‘at the head of the
class had to work very hard fox; it.. :

The fact is, Johnny was & plant of slow growth The morning glory
ergeps.tothe gable amd roof of the homestead:in one sHoft summer, hang-
ing all the way.along its delicate blossoms. It ie very easy to coax &
willow..eprout to take.root; 2 little.sun and a little rain fulfil the qondi-
tions of its growth ; in two or thiee years it gives in retarn for a little
care yards of silvery, spray-like boughs. But it takes an acorn many
summners and many winters.to become an oak.

‘Wher Johnny was about eighteen years old a trustes from a-district
on the hill cante down to the valley school to hire a teacher.

“Qur .district js a.rough and a tough place,” eaid Mr. Eyre, ¢ as to
wind and weather I mean. The snow-drifts cover the tops of .owr
fences ; the wminds sesm uever fo tire of blowing up our way; but we
bave wood enough and food enough and good horses and sleighs
and we want & young man that can really give us & lift. Our big boys
can't be spared to go to school in the summer; but they are very
snxious to learn all they cah in the .winter. If,” continmed M.
Eyre, ** we could get & young man who knows all about algebra and
arithmetio, and who can give us a lift in our Debating Society and
prayer-meetings, we shall esteem it a favor and will pay liberal wagcs.
Butour teacher must board around, as it is the desire of the boys-on the
Hill to have him for company ; and as our living costs us nothing, we

can’t pay money for his board.”

- Unanimously the . verdmt of the teacher and sohool was, ¢ Johnny
Flaxman is the .one to.go.”

When come one asked Mr. Eyre, in .the sprmg, how they liked
Johnny up in his district, he replied :—¢ A more faithfa]l yourg man
npver drew the brgath of life. +Fheilearning that the:big boys of the Hill
gehool aequired nnder the teaching of Johnny Flazman:-was something
like aymiracle. -Fou oughbito sse the meat.writing,to hear the correct
spelling, the parsihg, and gspeoidily fo see the way the bqu did’ thoss
puzzling problems in Pavctist Rayments.”

" - “ifolmny, how did-you like teau‘nmo?" ingmived hik motherss
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« I think it did me more: gooa than to go: to sohool: & year.”
A TR R B A AT LI T
“Johnny Flaxman ig oﬁ o oollege," seid the minister, fo Pr ,ty
young Miss Betty Tattle:
** Why, Johnny was always the dullest boy in gehool. How dul it
happen 2’ :

« He prepa.red his Greek and Latin Wxth me,; he, does seem rather
glow, but when his mind gra,eps any science it is mth the presision of &
master.” )

The career of Johnny Fla.x.ma.n in college was similar to that in the
district school. The brilliant young men langhed at his slowness. Theg
spent the time ir boating and boxing that Johnny spent over the classics;
when examination came they found many things learned so easily had
glipt out of memory, but Johnny Flazman stvod like a rock. He passed
through his studies with honor and took the highest prize in mathematics.
On the day that he graduated the president had a letter from the trustees
of & young college out west. They wrote :—“We want & young man, that
you can recommend to us, for Professor of Mathematics. Our school is
in its infancy, has its reputation to make, and we want the very best
instructors.”

Mr. Flaxman, as we now must call him, went to them, and did—-as
all his life he kad done—admirably.

" This narrative is given particularly for the encouragement of boys
who think they are dull and slow. Patient determination will remove
every obstacle from the path at last.

One Sunday not long since, I was in the city where the Rev. Mr.
Flaxman preac_hes, and went to hear Lim. The sermon reminded me of
8 green oasis in the desert of Sahara. He was a8 much in carnest when
he told the story of Christ, the Divine Master, as he had been all his life
in his various undertakings. There were no heresies in his heart ; he was
orthodox as the Blble itself. The gray of Time was gathering in little
flakes on his hau- there was a small bald spot on the top of his hea,d
he looked like a strong oak tree, and my mental comment on him was :—
“T wish that through the length and breadth of this land scores of
‘boys would grow up to be such men as Mr. Flazman.”—XN. T, Obscrver.

A MOTHERS INFLUENCE.

Bome weeks ago, & gentleman walking in one of the metropolitan
cometeries, observed kneeling beside & tombstone & little girl about ten
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years of age. In her hand she held a wreath, which she placed on the
grave. Going up to her, he asked if any one very dear to her lay there,

« Yes,” she said ; * my mother is buried here.” ‘

« Have you a father, or sister, or brothers 2"

« No ; they are all dead, and I am the only one left. EHvery Saturday
afternoon I come here, and bring flowers to lay orn mother’s grave.
Then I talk to her, and she talka to me.”

« But, dear child, if she be in heaven, how can she talk to you 2”

« T don't know,” was the artless reply ; ¢ but she does, and tells me
_ to be truthful, and to do what is right, so that Jesus will take me to live
with her in heaven.” .

OUR DOG DASH.

Or all the pets of our childhood none ever afforded ms so much
amusement, or was ever so great a favourite as little Dash.
He had long glossy hair, bright beautiful eyes, long drooping ears,
and was ope of the funniest and most affecttionate creatures im-
aginable. Woe had trained him to peform a great many curious tricks,
and never tired watching his pleasant gambols. As he was one of the
prettiest, so he was one of the most gentle of all the canine race. Yet he
did not want spirit, and could when occasion required, show that he could
hold his own, if on anything like equal terms. He was, however, seldom
tried. His was a pleasant, happy life, with as few of the troubles and
trials of existence as any dog could wish for. It was a sad day for both
of his little mistresses when Dash died. Nor had his been & useless life.
His gentle winning ways were not without their influence on all the house.
hold. He might be thought to be only a child’s plaything. But he was
something more. Kind words, and kind deeds oo, in coming years have
been, I doubt not, insensibly prompted by the kindly affectionate winsome-
ness of our children's dear little playmate, Dash. Weloved him dearly,
and have ever since, though but & dog—thought better of many dogs, and
perhaps of some men and women as well—for his sake.
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OUR DOG DASH.
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Book Hrewiews,

Eves anpo Ears; or How I szz axp Eear. By Aunt Yewrownckie,
Rev. Andrew Kennedy, Liondon, Ont.

We have here a book of abuut three hundred pages, with twenty nine
llustrations, teaching important physiological facts in an easy conversa.
tional way, The art of making these interesting truths still more inter-
esting to young people, is certainly to be seen in Aunt Yewrownckie's

. treatment of them. She begins with a little talk with Master Rober;
Feaster, her nephew, on the wonders of human sight; ard awakens his
curiosity and secures Lis attention by making a few assertivns which
seem, in Bob’s eyes, to be rathcr paradoxical. However, he begins to
understand things, and takes such pride in parading his knowledge before
his sister Caro, that she also 1s persuaded to attend next conversation.
Thus the course goes on day by day for twenty-one lessons, treating
pretty minutely of the eye and ear, and even of optical instruments. As
agents in mental development, and as cultivating habits of observation,
where so much is to be obsurved, we caunot over-estimate the value of
books of this Lind, compared witk those of the sensational type-—tales,
novelettes, and fictitious bicgraplyy not the less baneful becanse form.
ing the greater part of our Szbbath School Libraries. Our yuung folk
neod more of those works, whick leave permanently beneficial traces of
their perusal, and 1l the wind with fresh material for thought and eou-
templation, What is more snited to this end than such rudimentary
treatises on Natural Science as we Lave here a specimen of * What
better suited to show the infinite wisduwe of the Great Master Builder
than a reverent study of His works ? Or. these grourds, then, we heartily
recommend this little volume; we know of no other ou the subject
g0 interesting to young folk, and whick will do them more good.



