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lisrupt Now, wer e reasoni as Englishmen,
we should at once adopt this broad view of the case, inas
much as we might not unreasonably suppose that the states
men of B. N. America planned * the great enterprise” in
entir cor e the wishes people
t leg te M d in an atmo of home politics
can form no just idea of the hardihc 1 politicians,
w r can they appreciate the fact that the several Provinces
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F. JOHNSTON, Rev.J, W,
SON. Missi

MEMOIRS OF Res
MATHESON,

MATHI narie
l'anna. By Rev. G. Patterson, Pictou, N. 8. Z. 8. Ha
I'hat this volume will be large read by many vq
¢ it persons ave not th 1 t doubt., We
reelves, | ver, somewhat wearied by its perusal,
t its pages with a feeling akin I'he memd?
these i at Missionaries w est a certain clal
1 ) they w terest t general ablie,—in,
the volume bef 8 ther h that may possibly
dinary aders Mr. | to } forew
1 1 ssary to a #8 himself, in his p
nl s eiy t X Y s I the Presbyterian chu
H lieves ** that there is » I 2 impressive tc
« A lives of her own wort an of others, even
perior gifts or more ext ve labours.” This is true
ly w regard to a certain clas f men We cannot but
I that the faitk sai If d ng life,
\ wted to impr ke t Roman Cathol and the
Anglo Catholic, the Calvinist Lutheran. Self-denial
y, and devoti are qual 1y command admiration
t w ra for the particular
v s of any Christi t I'he details of a saintly life
T id of t ma whereof we ourselves are an

rt, rather than A community whose religious

The
ost part, of extracts from

iy, or may not be congenial to our taste

J 1 rs, ( relating to matters of consci-

e betw n and t} creator. It is not easy to define
tee limit ond which extr nature become
valuel Many persons, for w Yus opinions we
feel great respect, o gether to the public exposure of
h ret exercises as are here promulgated—of the solemn
communnings ol « soul with its Saviour:—it is, they say, a

breach, as it were, of the confidence between God and man,

which has a tendency to encourage vanity and fanaticsm on

the one hand, or cant and hvpocrisy on the other. There
an, however, be little doubt that the practical example of a
I influence predominating over all human pas-
sion eminent for talents, or brilliancy in society, or
for and intelligence in the business world, may be
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productive of mu h good }
opinion that from the devotional diaries, j
semi-educated, and cemparatively obscure,

kind derive but little benefit

to &« man's memory, to bring to the i ¥

arities of self comm n, as illustrated by his private jourr

or diary. A man usually keeps a journal with one of two
objects : he wishes his journal to beread ; in which case he
writes, not exactly what he thinks, but 1ather what he wishes
others to think of him : or he wr fulness of his
heart a journal strictly private, and therefore from
the public gaze. 'We think Mr. Patterson
omitted a good d of the journalistic matter before u

out in any way failing to do justice to the memory of those
whose memoirs he has placed before the public, and we also
think that Mr. Patterson's style of writing is o casionally
somewhat forced. Talking of Mr
persons neither rich nor poor, Mr. Patterson says

es from the
sacred
might have
, with

Johnston's parents as
“ In their
worldly circumstances they occupied the position prayed for
Why Agar

. {
phase of

by Agar, of having neither poverty nor riches
should be brought in to illustrate a very ordinary
middle-class life, it is difficult to conceive

Mr. Johnston had, it would seem, a memory marvellous
retentive. He had a severe attack of the cr
four years, which incident of h

worth recording.” At the age of

life w As ‘““the I
from six to ¢
to reflect much on the n f sin, especially on
sin.”"  Such precocity of ref 1
That Mr. Johnston's grand
may be inferred from the following ¢
*One morning I arose from my bed
“menced singing light songs and indulging in levit
*“ futher noticed this and
“ remember to this effect
“and well this morning ?
last night.

ind unme

reproved 1

“ Do you know why you are

alive
Many little children like you died
Why were you not among the numl 7 W
are you not in eternal burning this morning
his terrible andfather was aware that the infant pre
d already mastered the doctrine of original sin. At the
of 26, Mr. Johnston writes;
My whole

musement of the company, into which I entered w

“When in company I was
of merriment oul seemed to be 1
e warmth, earnestness, and enthusiasm of my natur
was neglectful of prayer, or engaged in it in a cold

ied manner. How depraved is the human heart ! [t

asy to reconcile Mr, Johnston's final reflections with
injunction

1 thy might

and similar passages oc 1t the

In page 41 we ar of refl

his strain: ** Jan, 15.- ¢
se, and al
** promising without consideration, and resolved to amer
** this. This day occupied with tt
does Mr. Patterson bring t mmon place rem
Mr. Johnston was intens ) at the way

not being strict to perfori) what you prom

ngs of the wor

in whi
citizens of St, Louis obsery
had not heard a sin
Sabbath.” (p. 96
Halifax,
saying—"* this is the Sabbath.'

Mr, Johnston made good use of his time during | y at
Cape Breton.  His lecture there seems to have embraced a
variety of subjects: I gave one on the “Signs of the
In consequence of some remarks on dress, the young
threatened to rise against me and drive me from the place. 1
gave a lecture on Popery * *
selling,

On the 1st Dee., 1859, Mr. Johnston sailed (together with
his wife) from Boston for Melbourne, and considernble space
is devoted to the narrative of his voyage. The following ex-
tract may be quoted as a fair example of the views enter-
tained by a certain class of men upoz God's providence
“ In this little closet we spend most of our time. The cabin
““is 0 small and has so many occupants, that we do little in
*“it with any degree of comfort or satisfaction to ourselves.
But we have reason to be thankful, that our room occupies
* the most comfortable and airy position in the ship. For
“ this we have great reason to be thankful.
*“not our choice,

Sunday, indeed, *
gle individual n that it w

I a e

I'his wa stra.

moral people « ¢ A conversation

limes,"”

ladies

Last night I was on rum

The room was ( have voted
Hence we must regard it as a gift of | The estimates for the

nty and

pr
have our being; but to

laws t}
special providence in a gentleman having an airy and
Herbert

Our gratitude should be

ereation, preservatio

to look for special providences in su

move, and

fortable cabin on board the shiy
but edifying
unbounded,
blessings of this life ;”
trivial

‘““ for onr
¢ \ 1
matters, seems to us to mistake wholly any indiv

man's share in the gener istribution of God's infinite but

equal dispensations
Here is another of Mr
“ Oh,

meditations at sea
exhaustless ! A

Johnaton's
thou mighty deep, thy treasures are
surface of over 147,000,000 square miles thou presentest to
the sun, and 61,471,872,000,000,000,000, cnbic feet are
contained within thy channels.” This may be undeniable,
wation to test the
gures, The fol
Melbourne and Austr
s somewhat gloomy.—** Has the
land ar ¢ No. There
““ universal ¢
Man cannot t
nsanity,

M

) miss
I'his we are

company with

ver present at a we icted ev
cribed the
continues I

heathen dances as utter
cannot descr
hea
e of Chr
hed. Satan ay
lerence of t
t and r n men
Mr | ‘s liber y, and Mr,
nilar pass
ionaries ere
work
arn that, vy
urably in the heathen
ange bas been
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rvants of God, one fifth of
20 knew not that there is one trye
read All honor
. W ves have been g
Here

» have endeavoure point out wha

Il have ward

ligious memoir write
in particular, Should 1l
which is however
ally improved by
extracts so injudiciously
nals and diaries

FROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT.—OPENING SPEECI!
I'he Speech of Sir R. MacDoxxeLy, C. B, on

present Session, may be briefly summed up-
“ Mr. President, and Legislative

and people’s Representatives

pening the
follows
Councillors,—Mr. Speaker

[ know something of Colonial legislatures, and I hope tc
get on well with you all.  Nova Scotia is in luck and can
afford to look calmly upon the Federation Scheme. The
delegates formerly appointed to consider a Union of the
Maritime Provinces, have since been re-appointed to consider
a more comprchensive scheme,~to wit—=the Union of B
N. America. You have before you the latter scheme, and
are at liberty to debate thereon to the best of your ability,
ut you must excase my t

y giving any
You must vote

opinion on the subjec
much more for purposes of defence than you
hitherto, and the Militia must be reorganized

current year will of course combine
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my w the exig tl sery heyr
a mination of the Recipr Ireaty ist I 1
I'ry and make a name for your s, at the Dublin Inter
Exhibition. Improv e S 11 k er t
Pictou and / lis rail ay 80 L t
St. Peter's Cane Enlarge the I A ank God

for all his mercies, and — fight out the Session like men,

Communications

It is distinctly to be borne in mind that do not, by
ting wey any opin ) eir contents
We o pen our columns to all, v ming to any ; and s
sup} 'y a cha a f opinion all shades,
to be found in a!in Nove Scotia
7 the Du /]
SIR,
your issue of the 28th ultim imica
t B. Granville,” in wi tk in
my opinion, a very singular method of ng you in vour
missi ) elevate tone of our t worally and
politically
I ts th { ; eld in Brid

a man high ir fice 1 not scr or ™
* highest pr of the As 1 by u meat I t
from a ne your's orchar 1 /
It 1} t the gentleman ir stion, in his ¢
f men r of the Centrs 1of Agr ire,
was ol 1 att th v 1 ¥ 1 in Freder
ton, which was held the I th Brid
\ | retur te on Sat o
e, ar th M 1 g left for Bridge
tow During 1 n N. B. I passed through his
orchard with his f an, Mr, Graham, 1 examined the
fruit on the trees; 1 afterwards saw t I 1f the
Fr R 1, and can s positively that bot
tnd I l , [ sa i and
s qood 10 [ a I afterwards saw 1
¢ arked Fiusr Crass Siuver MEDAL, in ¢
L6 ] Issocia ot U n
In conclusion, let me say to A, B. that if we may es
his principles by the / of the latter part of his
communication, he will at ce come out, and over his own
signature and address give his authority for making those

ilty

statements, and use his influence to expose the parties
thus in some measure to ex-

of originating such falsehoods,
iate the wrong which he has—we may hope unintentially—
I am yours, &e.
Roperr W, Stare.

¥
been the means of committing

Cornwallis, Feb. 6th, 186

Extvacts,
MR. CARDWELLS CANADIAN DESPATCH.

No English statesman could, if he would, disguise from his
mind the extreme significance of the projected union of our
North Ax In place of five or six provinces,
England will i
lonial nation

erican Colonies.
n future have to maintain relations with a co-

and we believe Mr. Cardwell has rightly judg-

dicted severance the Mothl

will nd, as its prom s evidently desir that it

the permanence of 1 Y It will B

¢ 2 have t « of put ted to one

stead of several, and it will be a much greater gain ¢

to deal with ation conscious of its responsibilitied
to neglect them. Without making any idle

tempt to forecast the remote

of the sta

ure, one may see in the gre
en of British North America the ele-

of disruption. The anxiety which
ested to preclaim their loyalty to the Crown,

with the

ent

ments

f uni t}
f union rather

they have man

and their appreciation of tk antages of union

most powerful of m ations, 18 no empty insin-
( manifestation, xpression of what is, for the
present at any rate e sentiment of the North
American colonist was a time when the French

party broke out into rebellion, and the ill-blood was appeas-

ed by a partial union. Yet later, there prevailed among a

section of the Brit colonists a vague desire to link their
destinies with the United States ; but both of these dreams
long since vanished, and for years past the suggestion

g once favourcd the annexationists has been the

hich a Canadian felt more deeply than any other slur
s honour or his wisdom. The theory recently broach-
ed by the Amer Corres dent of t i s that Cana-

throughout that the Ur
of the Ministry at home, and no one ean doubt that
e spirit by the Hpuses of Parliament.
rial Bill to revolutionize the Con-

yvement has had the hearty co-

it will be

in the

The discussion of un It

stitution I'ransat will & less
a matter of some d 3 the invitation of
the Colonies themselve
the functions wi vere |
vernment was conceded t rican Provinces,
and this consider we hoy L the Govern-
ment and the Opposition to refrain from too
eager a dissect of the measure that England is asked to
neti It is imposs at new Constituti hould
xactly square w the of every ingenious member of
the Legislature, and in would be an unfortunate mistake to
treat the project as a v re 1 by the Government
for the purpose fording opportunities for party contro-
versy Car 2 and Nova Se are not to have their desti-
nies wrangled over in de as those of Hindoes and Par-
sees were during the debates on the Bill which vested the
Government of India in the Crown T'he part of England
first, t rtain how far the broad
\ with Imperial policy—a question
may be assumed to be already solved ; and, second-
¥, to lend her aid in putting the project into the shape of an
effective Act of Parliament substantially as it comes from

onial Legislatures.

the hands of Modifications may

with §

priety be introduced in concert with the delegates
who may represent

t the Colonies, for the purpose, if neces-

sary, of guarding the prerogative,

precision

id with the more practic-
al object of adding to the fthe proposed Constitu-
tion ; but it would be an abuse of the legislative authe rity
of this country materially to depart from those provisions
ance of which by the different Colonies
Mr. Cardwell's
despatch, though it suggests some alterations in the scheme

the previous accef

is the sole occasion ef our interposing at all

drawn up by the Colonial delegates, does not appear to be

ed that the change, so far from accelerating the often pre- | intended in any way to violate what we take to be the funda-
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which
last ju
The concession i hold t
rdon to Licutenant-Govert | rect by ’ t I t ke these system
Whe Crown would no doubt be a theo v n t tegor \ t nsistent. the whe WArTal
of the prerogative, and & Minister would not excee] 1 wi | \ t W vond the peopl
his functions in insictir ! f Imperial sar pow £ o meet t} f con- that le
tion, that the rights of the Sovercign in this resp 1 | tingencies not expr y pr f 1 ping provision amon
be preserved intact But t | Crow | tin every rrent jurisd v th bear 1
is the least desirable of all its prerogatives. At home, it | laws of the general are persed the | L . the s
only means, in prectice, the rigl Sir George Grey tor 5 3 true t n even t langu ye8 not cri O Cor
verse solemn d ] e fa fr gossip, or iu | t r wh that, in j the Act uc
deference to popular clamour re by no r 18 fl ATY which will be the charter of British North Pres
that the er Ta z privilege g 8 We ¢ re w € n the req Le a
in Deputy-Geoverr nr f Y fe 1 I t of 8 ke
the Governor who is vicariously clothed wit ver 1 at- |t nir Leg t 1 tary of h W
tribute It ver, is not a poir vi 8 is not I At Sie
difference 1 y AT nee ) y stion, ceed
e constit t L H f I Par f r 11 1 ocecas
1 nt may I I | ] tha
t ame tir ¢ Mr. ( v 2 I fontm s A . = will &0 ;
T I w y w to
th ynsider of ( y t n y \
give the ( ¢o will ;
for t y r t | | I’
Co ft W | ful t t H G Already t f
I ¢ y ; . .
betweer v nter and | v \ € 1 ' with I
1 A 1 g L ity itist y peace, b first
ter to disturb the 1 ¢ t \ 1y re, w \ '
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