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M(JGlLL NORMAL SCHOOL

32 BELMONT STREET, MONTREAL.

HIS Institution, under the joint control of the Honorable the Super-

intendent of Public Instruction for the Province of Quebec and

the Corporation of McGill University, is intended to give a thorough
training to Protestant teachers.

The complete course extends over a period of three annual sessions of
nine months each—an Elementary School Diploma being obtained at the
close of the first session, a Model School Dirloma at the close of the
second, and an Academy Diploma at the cluse of the third. All these
Diplomas are valid as authorizations:to teach in any part of the Province
of Quebec, without limitation of time.

None are admitted to the School but those who intend to devote
themselves to teaching in the Province of Quebec for at least three years.
To such persons, however, the advantages of the School are free of
charge, and those who are successful in getting Diplomas receive, at the
close of the session, a sum not exceeding $36 in aid of their board, and,
if they reside more than ninety miles from Montreal, a small additional
sum towards their travelling expenses.

Admission to the School is by examination only. The conditions of
admission to the higher classes may be learned by consulting the Pros-
pectus of the School. Candidates for admission to the Class of the First
Year must be able to parse correctly a simple English sentence; must
know the Continents, greater Islands, Peninsulas, and Mountains, the
Oceans, Seas, larger Guifs, Bays, Straits, Lakes and Rivers, and the

{ chief political divisions ard most important Cities of the world; must

write neatly a Dictation from any School Reader, with no more than five
per cent. of mistakes in spelling, in the use of capitals and in the division
of words into syllables; and must be able to work correctly examples in
the simple rules of arithmetic and in fractions.

The next session of the School opens September 1st, 1888. Names
of candidates will be enrolled on the 1st and 2nd days of the month,
examinations will be held on the 3rd, successful candidates will be received
and lectures will commence on the 4th.

Forms of application, to be partially fliled at the places of residence
of candidates, and copies of the Prospectus of the School, may be obtained
by application to the Princinal, Dr. Robins. When issued, the Prospectus
of the School for 1888 will be sent to every Protestant minister of
Quebec, as far as addresses are attainable.
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THE PLEASURABLE IN SCHOOL-WORK.

By tap EpITOR.

‘“I am aware I may here bc reminded of the necessity of rendering instruction
agreable to youth, and of Tasso’s infusion of honey into the medicine of the child; but
an age in which children are taught the driest of doctrines by the insinuating method of
instructive games has little reason to dread the consequences of study being rendered
too sorious or severe. The history of England is now reduced to a game of,cards, the
problems of mathematics to puzzzles and riddles, and tho doctrines of arithmetic may,
we are assured, be sufficiently acquired by spending a few hours a week at a new and
complicated edition of the Royal Game of the Goose There wants but one step further,
and the Creed and the Ten Coumandments may be taught in the same manner, without
tue necessity of the grave face, deliberate tone of recital and devout attention, hitherto
exacted from the well-governed childhood of this realm. It may in the meantime be
subject of serious consideration whether those who are accustomed only to aocquire
instruction through the medium of amusement may not be brought to reject that which

Py hes under the aspect of study : whether those who learn history by the cards may
not be led to prefer the means to the end ; and whether, were we to teach religion in the
way of sport, our pupils may not thereby be induced to make sport of religion.”

There are few English readers who do not recognise in Sir Walter
Scott, from whose writings the above extract ix taken, one of
their best schoolmasters. He it was who first taught many of
us to take an interest in what we read, when we had once dis-
covered that reading books was more than a mere pastime. As
was said of him once, when a few of the literary politicians and
teachers of a neighbouring province were making of his Marmion
the falcrum for their game of sce-saw and faction outery, the
morality of thelgloriows Scotsman is as pure as the burn that
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runs down a heathery hillside; and there is little temerity in
our saying that his opinions, however, they may be .tisputed,
were as honestly conceived, as were all his commercinl transae-
tions, however indiscreet some of them subsequently proved to
be. [t is needless to say that honest opinions are by no means
sound arguments; and as, now-a-days at least, they can ncver
become law without a thorough sifting, there is always an excuse
for investigating the doctrines even of the most distinguished
writers. Indeed there can be no presumption in the critic, if he
only be honest.

The passage, which has been quoted, was written by the great
novelist, while pointing out the defects of such a desultory system
of study as that pursued by the young Edward Waverley. To
divide it up into its component facts we may tind in it an allu-
sion, a gibe, and a permonition, none of which seem to the writer
to stand the test of true critical examination. The allusion, for
instance, to Tasso’s infusion of honey into the child’s medicine is
surely an inapt illustration for the acquiring of knowledge,
under ordinary circurastances. Even the knowledge that disci-
plines is sometimes to be viewed more in the light of the food that
nourishes, than of the mental cathartic that puritics. Sometimes
the manner in which food is given to children makes it as dis-
tasteful as medicine; and as with the body so with the mind.
But generally speaking, the child takes delight in acquiring
knowledge. The eye brightens when beholding things beautiful,
the ear quickens when it drinks in the harmony of sounds, the
whole body quivers with the excitement of joy, when some
pleasant discovery is made by the child’s xense of touch or taste
or smell. If knowledge be bitter, it is being unnaturally ac-
quired, it i being presented by one who does not fully under-
stand the processes of nature; in a word, it is the swcetness of
nature soured by an ignorance that does not know its own
potency. ‘I know a stupid boy ” says some one, ““ whose cup of
knowledge it is impossible to sweeten.” “ And I know more
than one "’ says another, * whose minds have had to be opencd
by a violent process, and a modicum of knowledge poured into
them.” But this, as the knowledge that disciplines, cannot be
administered for any length of time with advantage, even to the
stupidity that lingers at its work, and ought never to be admin-
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iatered when the mind of the pupil is active. Mental dor-
mancy, we have been told time and again by the old school-
master, who has, moreover, not passed through the mill of ex-
perience with his eyes shut, can be quickened into newness of
lite when necessity presses upon it to act. But when the pres-
sure of necessity is continued too long, the result is nearly alway s
the same on the active as on the inactive mind. Nothing is so
easily stultified as stupidity, and the process which renders the
stupid child more stupid, not unfrequently makes even the clever
child lose heart. In dealing with the willing and the unwilling
mind the process is the same, the supplying of the food of know-
ledge that nourishes and strengthens and encourages to self-
cttort, not the supplying of the medicine of dixcipline which
though it purifies for the moment, eventually cnervates, and
stultifies the natural gifts in the child. Thanks 1o nature there
are few, if any, children without “a turn” as it is called, for
something good and useful, and it is in this “turn” there lies
the hope of mental development. It is this gift which the teacher
must first discover, before either medicine or food can, with good
effect, be administered. By building upon this nucleus of native
intellizence or inclination, the bitter-sweet of school-work soon
strengthens the soul to recognise the pleasure of doing one’s
duty ; and when the most indifferent pupil—indifferent perhaps
not 8o much from laziness as a natural longing for muscular
freedom—begins to feel this pleasure, the schoollife becomes
all sunshine, the acquiring of knowledge becomes as sweet to the
mental desires of the child as is the syrup of the maple to the
taste. The natural developments in education are gradual, not
violent. The true method of imparting instruction are born of
nature itself; and nnder them the knowledgoe that is acquired is
the knowledge that assimilates as a palatable food that nourishes,
not as a bitter medicine that nauseates even when it rectifies.
By the patural process of getting understunding, the memory
is not excoriated with a knowledge that is beyond the compre-
hension of the intellect. Mind growth is as slow and gradual as
body growth, and can be checked only by too much food or too
much medicine. The true education has only to guard against
a surfeit of the one; since nature itself has provided the means
of escaping the other. .
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The gibe about cards, puzzles, and riddles, and the Royal Game
of the Goose, brings to mind an incident in school lite which the
Hon. Alexander Mackenzie, ex-Premier of Canada, used to toll
when he was in the company of teachers, as & warning against
the effects which might arise from their adopting moder:: me-
thods in school work. A young teacher who had picked up
some notions of a natural method of imparting instruction, one
day proceeded to give the boys and girls of the country school over
which he had presided only tor a short time, a lesson on the solar
system. Of course, their was no apparatus hy means of which
he could illustrate the lesson, except the pupils themselves, whom
he proceeded to arrange upon the floor in such a way as to per-
sonate the various planets. The children were naturally de-
lighted, and the lesson was in the fair way of being a success,
when, just as it was about to be brought to a close, as the planets
were revolving round the sun, a parent made his appearance at
the open door. There was evidently something going on in the
school which he had never seen before. What was it all about ?
Were the pupils practising a new kind ot country dance? Or
had the teacher lost his wits ? For the moment, he could only
stare with astonishment; but next day, the story of the innova-
tion spread through the village, and the excitement hecame so
intense, that the commissioners or school trustees appeared in a
body before the enterprising teacher to inform him that a~ he
had evidently lost control of the school, they were ready to
relieve him of hix duties. As they said, he had been engaged to
feach their children, not to play at “ tag” with them during school
hours. The inference to be drawn from the the anecdote is not
far to seek, and we may safely leave it us an answer 1o Sir Walter
Scott’s satire.

Were it necessary to reply with any measure of seriousness tn
the great novelist’s irony, we might place alongside cf it such
rhetoric as this: “Give us, O give us, the man who sings at his
work! He will do more in the same time, he will do it better,
he will persevere longer. One is scarely sensible of fatigue when
be marches to music. The very stars are said to make harmony
as they revolve in their spheres. Wondrous is the strength of
cheerfulness, altogether past calculation its power of endurance.
Efforts, to be permanently useful, must be uniformly joyous; a
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spirit all sunshine, graceful from very gladness, beautiful be-
cause bright.””  And if this be true with respect to adults, how
much more so in the case of young folks. During the years
in which the senses are acute, in which the observing fuculties
are strongest, und the reasoning powers, 50 to speak, are
dormant, nature teaches as to gratify the child’s desires with
whatever he has the power to digest. Let us place before him
objects to be seen, and teach him how to see them. Let us fill
the hands which reach out so eagerly with something to handle.
Let us even utilize his love for the noisy and boisterous by joining
in hi~ frolic and teaching him to romp. The healthy child wake<
laughing, and plays till he sleeps again. And is not play to the
child what fresk air and sunshine are to the plant? Uncon-
sciously, the life-giving element permeatss every atom of his
system, and his very activity expels the mental acids so trouble-
some to human nature.

In the premonition of Sir William Scott's statement, there is
expressed the fear that in adopting u natural method of teach-
ing, children may take the means for the end. But there is just
as little dang r of this happening in the case of the clementary
teacher’s work as in the case of the historical novelist’s operations.
lu tuct, the novel is the printing:press working under the in-
fluence of the new education ; and by the novel is here particu-
larly meant that tiction which has for its aim the improvement of’
mankind in their tastes and morals,—the medium through which
society can be taught all the relations which bind society closely
together. Thenovelist is one of the schoolmasters of society in its
adualt stages. In him and his work, the new education is seen
at full play, just as much as in a kindergarten or a well-con-
ducted primary department. 'The mental nourishment it pro-
vides by means of its psychology, ethics, logic and rhetoric, has
been seasoned with expectation, and with the mental pleasure
which provoke a desire for reading. For example, who has done
more to render the study of history an easy and pleasant task
than Sir Walter Scott himself? Just let us think for a moment
of any historical period which has been permanently pictured in
our minds, and can we not trace the picture to its origin in some
historical novel? Or to particularise by inditing Sir Walter
Scott for treason against himself, when he penned the paragraph
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we are discussing, who of us is there who understood the true
character of James, the First, and life at his court, before reading
the Fortunes of Nigel, or appreciated fully the historie picture ot
Mary Queen of Scots before laughing and crying and boiling
with indignution over The Abbot? lave we not studied the
“forty-tive ” from WWacerley, the spirit of the Covenanters from
Old Mortality, the valorous conduct of the Celt from Rob Roy, the
Porteous Riots from the Heart of Midlothian? Or turning to other
tiction writers, where did those of’ us, who are not lawyers, get
our knowledge of the working of chancery but from Dickens’
Bleak House, an acquaintance with early American arvistocracy
but from Thackeray’s Virginians, an introduction to Florentine
art and science but from George Kliot's Romola, our first idea of
true criticism but from Tom .Jones and Wilhelm Meister? The
list might be extended to veach the historical information we
may derive from perusing such books as Chien d'Or, Frangois de
Bienville and Twice Taken.

But those enumerated are sufficient; and now it may safely
be asked, what mind has been injured « » weakened by acquiring
mind-food through these channels? Lo we ever confound the
means for the end insuch study ? Are our minds not rather
strengthened in separating the chaft of fiction from the wheat
of historical fact ?  Of course, the mind of an intelligent
reader easily distinguishes between the pleasurable element
und the intellectual; and may it not be said that orly those
who have studied history through a dramatic or cpic medium
are able fully to enter into “the spirit of the times” of an
historical period, or to know minutely the characters of the
men who took part in it. Why do our most popular historians
approach ncarer and nearer to the engrossing style of the novel-
writel, if'it be not that they value the pleasurable element as &
powerful incentive in acquiring knowledge ? For one who has
read Hume's History of England in detached porticns, there are
twenty who have read Macaulay’s from beginning to end; for
the few who have reud any of the countless general histories of
Canada, there arc hundreds who ftairly revel with delight in
Packman’s works: and for one who has read a volume of Gib-
bon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Emp:re, there are thcusands
who take tho greatest pleasure in Prescott’s Conguest of Mexico
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and his Phiip the Second. And yet it is the pleasurable
clement in the lutter volumes which Sir Walter Scott seems to
warn us against, and which when it appears in school-work he
would tain despise. Nor is he alone. There ure many very
orthodox people with the popular novelist in this matter. Like
the trustees in the preceding anecdote, these grim-faced folk
resent the pleasurable element in school and call it “ tag,” just
as Seott has called it the Royal Game of the Goose. Blindly
tuking their stand upon the narrow proverb that there isx no
royal road to learning, they for the moment turn their backs
upon those genuine principles of the true education, which when
reduced to practice, does for children, what historical novel
writing has done for the students of' history, making the school
a pleasant place, and rendering the lives of children free from
some of the many ditliculties to be encountered in acquirivg
knowledge.

TEACHERS' INSTITUTES.

The following summary of the various features which ought to
characterize Teachers’ Institutes,—those organizations for the
improvement of the teacher, which have had such a marvellous
ctiect for good throughout America,—is worthy the consideration
of the teachers of the Province of Quebec, at the present moment,
while they proceed to make preparations to ~hare in the work of
the approaching season of Institute work. 1t comprises impor-
tant portions of a report submitted at the Chicago Convention of
last year, and embodying the latest views of prominent educa-
tionists on the subject:—

The greatest need of our schools everywhere is well qualitied
teachers. This has always been true; and we sec no prospect of
a time when it will not be true. It needs to be borne in mind
that our teachers are of two classes, generally, those with whom
teaching is u vocation, and those with with whom it is a tempo-
rary occupation ; the latter class is much the larger. Those who
propose to make teaching a vocation are likely to be willing to
spend considerable time and effort in titting themselves for their
work. Those with whom it ix a temporary occupation are likely
to take little painx to prepare for it, and perhaps some pressure
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is pecensary to cause them to do anything at all in this way.
Teachers’ Institutes may be of great service to both classes; but
it would seem that they must be adapted primarily to the needs
of the second class, especially to thuse whe, with little or no spe-
cial training, are already at work in the school-room. Professor
Payne says: “ The distinctive function of the Institute i to pro-
vide training for non-professional teachers,” and by non-profes-
sional teachers, of course he means those who have had no
training in Normal Schools.

The means of professional preparation open to those who pro-
pose to teach, or who are already teaching, are the following :—
(1) Normal Schools, (2) Books and periodicals, (3) Teachers’
Meetings, (4) Observation, (5) Experience in tho school-room;
while the preparation necessary to the teacher refers to (1) the
subjects to be taught, (2) the being to be taught, (3) the prin-
ciples and methods of teaching and managing, (4) the mechanics
of the school.

Of the various kinds of teachers’ meetings, the Institute,
usually continues for a week or less, and i3 composed, for the
most part, of those who are active teachers. It partakes, or
ought to partake, something of the nature of a school, but with
a wider purpose, and a mingling of instruction in matter with
instruction in philosophy and methods. Its working is hampered
by two serious limitations, namely, brevity of time, and, probably.
variety in the capacity and previous training of its members.

The Institute should serve at least three purposes. First, it
should awaken its members to the nobleness of their work, and
to an application of their needs; it should arouse something of a
true esprit de corps. ‘T'he best work of the Institute should be re-
gurded as the creation of the scholarly and the protessional spiii,
a desire to reach high scholastic attainments, and an ambition to
attain to artistic excellence in teaching. It is expected that these
results will follow from meeting with fellow-workers, from exer-
cise conducted by persouns of large attainments, enthusiasm and
wide repute, and from such ideals of what teachers ought to be,
and to do, a» may be set before them by the lectures and typical
teaching of able und experienced minds. In order that these
results may follow, it is apparent that the exercises must be in
the hands of superior persons. No place is more abused by a
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person of inferior ability or small experience than that of con-
ductor or instructor in an Institute. Nor iy it any place for a
person of aimless logquacity or for a ‘‘crank.” lll-chosen and untit
conductors ard teachers are the sufficient cause of failure in hun-
dreds of Int _iutens,

The Institute should give actual instruction (a) in subjects to
be taught, (b) in the principles and methods of teaching, and ()
"1 the work of organizing, managing and governing schouls,

Nothing complete or extensive can be attempted in the branches
of knowledge ; but the previous knowledge of the members may
be reviewed, claritied and classitied, and something may be done
both in imparting new knowledge, and in leading to the sources
of knowledge, and suggesting methods as to its acquisition. The
wise conductor can do a most vaiuable service for the young
members by recommending specitic books for their study, by giv-
ing hints on study and reading, and by convincing the young,
inexperienced and thoughtless, that the field before them is a
wide ons, and that they are not likely to become proticient in it
in a day, or without long and toilsome eftort. One of the most
common and most disgusting exhibitions of y¢ :ng teachers is
often ween in their assumption that they are musters of every-
thing pertaining to their work; in the cant phrase, they show
that, in their own estimation, “ they know it all.” An Institute
ought to do much to show such persons their present lack, and
to awaken in them an ambition for a wide and generous culture.

Besides assisting the members to increase their krowledge of
the matter of instruction, a beginning at least can be made in the
study of the nature and laws of mind, activity and mind-growth,
and in the principles and methods of instruction that grow out of
such a study. Not only can the young teacher be instructed in
such knowledge, and shown where to find a large available store
cf it-in books, but he may be put on the track of a fruitful and
effective study of his own mind and of the minds of others, espe-
cially those cf the children under his care.

A well-conducted Institute, with its daily work and evening
lectures, may do very much to arouse an interest in the commu.
nity, to disseminate true ideas of education, its importance and
methods, and to correct those mistakes and misapprehensions
among the people, which so often a7~ “he chief hindrances to the
best success of the school enterprise



1606 THE EDUCATIONAL RECORD.

An lnstitute should resemble a school rather than a parliamen-
tary body. All its exercises should be in accordunce with a com-
prehensive and wetl-digested plan.  Its conductors should be
persons well versed in the philosophy of teaching, and pos-essed
of rare skill and tact both in the art of instruction and intercourse
with the men. Assistants of less age und ncquirement may be
made very useful, but c¢rude, unskiltul, and impassive teachers
can never do goud work in an Institute. 'Po suy the least, the
programme ot an [nstitute =hould be as carefully planned and as
closely tollowed as the programme of a good graded school. [t
will be a great help, in giving point and precision to the work,
in preventing waste of time, in impressing the value of a plan and
order ¢n the members, and not least in shutting out the rambling,
aimless talk of the distinguished visitor,

The best methods of work will combine the lecture and the
recitation. The limit of time, and the grading forbid a too strict
adherence to the school-room methods; but the mere lecture will
uot do tor two reasons : tirst, much of it is likely to be lost on a
lurge majority of the members, and, second, it will not resemble
sufficiently the work of the school-room tor which the Institute
is to prepare. The Institute lecture should show no attempt at
mere popular effect. It should be clear, plain, pointed, and
should be delivered slowly, and with full opportunities for ques-
tions trom the hearers. The listeners should take notes of the
lectures, and it will be an excellent plan o require a short reci-
tation upon the lecture, on the day tollowing its delivery.

We think it very desirable that a part of the work should con-
sist of maodel exercises; that is, of the teaching of classes of
children by some one who can show, by skiltul work, the applica-
tion of some of the principles theorctically tanght.

“Evening lectures ~hould be given tor the benetit of the people,
both in the town where the Institute is held and in neighboring
towns. These lectures should have u direct bearing on questions
of" education, especially in those phases ot it which particularly
concern the people.  In this work, the conductor may call to his
aid, not unly eminent teachers who are not instructors in the
Institute, but clergymen, lawycrs, editors, or any one who has
something to say, and can say it effectively. The success of our
cducational enterprise rests, ultimately, with the people; it de-
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pends on their earnestness and intelligence. And we venture
the opinion that the community, as a whole, need arousing and
instructing in educational matters quite a8 much as the teachers
do. A =series of good Institutes, com’ cted as they should be,
ought to produce a genuine educational ¢ revival” usmong the
people no less thun among the teachers.

It must be remembered that little or nothing in the work of
the Institute should be regarded as complete ; it must stand to
the members as suggestive, typical or introductory. Nowhere
is it more necessary that those who would gain the most profit
should be able to «“take a hint.”

To many, the interest awukened by the Institute, and the
insight there gained into the need and nature of professional
preparation for teachiny, will be the inspiring motives which will
lead them to go to a Normal School for a fuller draft of that for
which a taste has been awakened. In this way, as experience
has shown in a multitude of cases, the Institute becomes a feeder
to the Normal School. Indeed, many thorough, professional
teachers, graduates of Normal Schools, would have plodded on in
the school-room in a dull, ineflficient way, or would have left it in
disgust, it the Institute had not come to them us a revelation.

Editorial Aotes and Comments.

Impatience with the powcers that be, merely because they are
the powers that be, is no more a principle of progressive Liberalism
than is old fogyism a principle of” true Conservatism.  Accord-
ing to nature’s waysof working, it needs must be that mediocrity
should at times assert itsclf. To rave itself from complete oblivion
amid the popularizing counsels ot the wixe, it tinds its vantage-
ground for starring it, in a union with those of its own kind. In
such a union, where intellect seldom rises above an objection
against this thing or that, intellect never distances itself; and it
need bardly be said that where intellect requires to keep no
watch-dog, morality has a tendency to become a little icose. In-
deed, the clique and the caucus, the refuge of the would-be-great
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are none the less the strength of the wickedly ambitious ; and
thus it often happens that, nourished in these hot-beds of vanity
and lies, mediocrity seldom clearly discerns that honesty of pur-
pose which marks the course of the true worker. In such train-
ing schools, it never learns that the true ambition needs no obli-
quity of chance or combination to help it on. It knows, it is true,
that honesty is said to be the best policy, but it never thinks it
to be the only policy thut leads to true success. There is an im-
patience with the powers that be, however, which cannot be set
aside as having its root altogether in that feeble-minded greatness
which sceks to tyrannize through clique rule. The young are us
impatient at times fo rule, as they are at all times impatient of
rule; and when we seek for the causes which lately led some of
the graduates of McGill University to discuss the manner in
which its Corporation carries on its business, we may find one of’
them at least in the impaticnce of the rising generation to assume
or to shave the duties of the experienced. The mediocrity of
youth and inexperience is not to be classified with the mediocrity
that never learns from experience. The young men must even-
tually take the old men’s places.  And yet the tendency, which
has evidently ~et in to make our University more and more of a
democracy is not pleasunt to contemplate. Neither in schoel nor
in college has self-government proved to be practicable. The
government, which is admitted by most thinkers to be the best
for the state, if' it were not impossible on account of the accidents
of birth and cuucus-rule, namely, a despotism with a good man at
the head of it, is just as surely the best for school or college,
where such accidents can be warded oft in the appointment of
ruler. At least, no one can ~ay that such # form of government
has tuiled of success in those of our colleges where the experiment
has been tried under a truly good man. The history of McGill
University is one of early struggles and subsequent success ; and
the young men, who are impatient to take part in its government,
should not forget that such success has been secured by a corpora-
tion which they seek to reform. ¢ Let well enough alone” is no
adage for those who seem to think that agitation itself is
progress.

—The demand which has been made by the Graduate Society
is by no means an unreasonable one, in face of the growing intlu-
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ence of what ir called “the public” The demand is that the
doors should be opened to that Cerberus of public opinion, the
newrpaper reporter. Yet the burden is on those who make thix
demand to show what possible benefit could arise to the Univer-
rity to have afl its affairs discussed in the morning papers. Besides
were the demund complied with in whole as it has been in part,
it would soon be forgotten a8 a reform and neglected as a privi-
lege. As it ix, the meetings of the University Corporation are
not the meetings of a secret society. A~ far as we know, those
who want to learn what is being done, with the intention, of
course, of making a good use of any information obtained, can be
supplied with such information by making application at the
proper quarters. The minutes of every meeting are not burned
or bound up in wax us soon as the meeting is over; and we have
yet to be told that the Secretary has ever refused to give knowl-
cdge of business transacted by the Corporation which the pro-
vince at large had a right to diseuss. Nor is it alleged that the
Corporation has ever shirked the responsibility of its own acts,
even when biassed advice had prevailed for a time in its counsels.
Its aim has ever been the advancement of the interests of the
University, and no onc can read the record of the work it has
accomplished, notwithstanding the absence of the newspaper
reporter, without teeling how =ccure the higher educational inter-
ests of the province are within the closed doors of the McGill
Corporation.

—The June examinations have come and gone, and there is
nothing hut the awards to wait for now. The experience of the
past year, as we surmised, has cnabled all connected with these
examinations to avoid mistakes, in the routine of conducting
them. Only in two ‘nstances did the Express Office fail in its
engagements towards  he teachers and Department, while in the
thousands of envelopes sent out, only one omisxion of enclosure
was made. The papers have by thix time becn freely discussed by
the pupils, and though the general verdict seems to be that they
are a little more difficult than last year, they have given very
general satisfaction to all concerned. We have made arrange-
ments to have these questions published in the Recorn from
month {o month, and as they may be taken as indicating in the
particular, the standaid to which the pupils in the various grades
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of our superior schouls are expected to reach in their studies, for
years to come, a careful criticism of them by our teachers will,
we think, tend to educational advancement in every branch of
school work. A greater number of candidates for A.A. presented
theinselves this year than last. There were over one hundred
and fifty in all, a very good appeuarance indeed, it will be said, in
point of numbers at least, and an excellent omen of the success
that is to follow in the years to come. It now remains to be seen
how many of the successful eandidates will join the University
classes. As the connecting link between our school and college
curricula, this examination ix perhaps the most important feature
in our educational work in the province; and should the success-
ful candidates come up in large numbers to the colleges, there
will be all the greater causc for congratulation over its inaugura-
tion under the auspices of the Protestant Committee of the Coun-
c¢il of Public Instruction.

—A paragraph which appeared in a former issue of this paper
scems to have attracted not a little attention among those who
knew Dr. Alexander Forrester in the days when he was doing
pioncer work as an educationist in Nova Scotia. As we said then,
there has never been written an extended biography of the man
who did so much for education in Eastern Canada. The man's
work remains as a testimony of his industry, and 2 monument has
been erected to his memory on the grounds of the Provincial
Normal School in Truro; but no one has collected the materials
which, becoming through authorship a part of the literature of
our country, would tend to ranctity his personality amongst us,
It is but right to say that his son-in-law, the Rev. Mr. Falconer,
intended at one time to give to the public in hook-form the
literary eftects of the deceased educationist; but the continned
rickness and subsequent death of the good-intentioned biographer
prevented the proposed publication.  Dr. Forrester was the Dr.
Ryerson of the Maritime Provinces; and as there are still many
living who remember him in the days of his prime, it would be
well if the materials for his biography, already collected by his
family, were placed in the hands of some one active enough to
supplement them by collecting further incidents of his life which
may soon be forgotten. The biography of such a man is the his-
tory of the country in detail. In investigating the life-work of
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such a man as Dr. Forrester, so worthy of public remembrance,
it will be all the easier to tix the mean where liex the truth of
his life, if his biography be written before living remembrance
of him pass away. With him, as with other men, he made his
own environment in Nova Scotia as sure as his onvironment in
that province made him; and if his biographer will only know
enough to look first at this envirobment, and the manner in
which the enthusiast understood it, observing cuarefully how
the true teacher in him modified it in time, in his soul’s
endeavour to work out the purposes of God by a true ambition,
he will give a picture of that period of colonial history in whiclh
the good old man lived, which cannot but be valuable to all
Canadian readers.

—The event of Matth.-w Arnold’s death has been chronicled in
every corper of the world. All the prominent events of his life
have already appeared in magazine and periodical. It seems but
a short time since he was with us in Canada, as he passed
through on his lecturing tour in America. Among the teachers
of the world he is “one of ours.” For many years he was engaged
as a professor and an inspector of schools, and was often called
upon to investigate cducational problems in behalf of hix country.
The suceess of his life is to be measured by the eclit of his fame,
perhaps more than is the successof most of men. He wasa teacher
who did not rise in his calling through the popularity of disciple-
ship. His prose is born of the sweetness and light which he ever
preached, while his themes are the great problems of life,— “Why
are we here, and what is duty?” The following i~ one of the
grace-notes of the song he was ever singing in his writing= of the
true civilization: it is from his lust article written for the Nine-
teenth Century concerning * Civilization in the United States: "—
“ What human nature demands in civilization, and above all those
obvious things which oceur to our thoughts—what human natare,
I say, demands in civ.lization, if it is to stand as a high and satis-
fying civilization, is best described by the word interesting. llere
is the extraordinary charm of the old Greck civilization—that it
is so interesting. Do not tell me only, says human nature, of the
magnitude of your industry and commerce; of the beneficence
of your institutions, your freedom, your equality ; of the great
and growing number of your churches and schools, libraries and
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new -papers; tell me also if your civilization—which is the grand
name you give to all thix development—tell me if your civiliza-
tion is interesting.”

—In looking over an old report made years ago, the following
estimate of child nature is published : ¢ Dissimulation, falsehood,
anger, idleness, vanity, and sensuality, are the vices which one
wenerally tinds in children.” The picture is by no means a bright
one to contemplate. The paper which once appeared in a Cana-
dian magazine with the intent of proving that the happiness of
childhood was a popular fallacy was nothing to this; and it may
not astonish us should the author of the above sentence appear at
any time as the author of a thesis under tbe title of “ Childhood’s
Innocence all a Mistake.” Thanks, however, to the beneficence
of nature, the appalling glimpse he has given us, in his prelude
sentence, premises no true picture in the greater thesis. In .is
wanderings as an educationist he has evidently fallen upon sr.ne
specimen of boyhood specially trained or neglected in order to
prove the doctrine of total depravity; and like many other
respectable but misguided people, has thought to establish a
eneral principle from an individual case. But parents and
teachers have no battle to fight with total depravity. They have
to deal with beings capable of hecoming all that ix good and great
in humanity, beings who have planted within them the very
opposites of what the above edueationist has found. Instead of
of the acquired vices, is there not to be found the sceds of the car-
dinal virtues ? Instead of dissimulation, falsechood, anger, idle-
ness, and vanity, is theve not to be found naturally springing up
in a child’s nature, honesty, truthfulness, love, activity and
modesty, bubbling out daily in a clear strcam like the spring at
the river's source? That there are wayward children is as true as
that there are muddy brooks; but the spring from which the
brook flows iz not muddy. Nor is the original nature of the child
full ot those acquired instincts, which, however evil and habitual,
are not beyond the influence ot the sensible teacher or parent to
eradicaie.
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Current Ervents,

—Outside of our own work, which ought cver to seem of the
first importance until it is done, the greut event of the year to
contemplite among our neighbour teachers, is the San Francisco
Convention, which is to take place on the 17th of July next.
The arrangements are evidently of the most perfect kind, and
Canadian teachers may be intervested in learning that the round
trip for them will cost a little over ninety dollars only. There
are various routes, but the two routes to be taken by Canadians
in all likelihood are, by the Canadian Pacific Railroad or by the
Northern Pacific. We shall be glad to give any teacher in our
own province ali the information on the subject required. Our
provincial convention does not take place till the month of
October, and hence some of our own teachers will be all the
more inclined to visit San Francisco at this season. There will
be an opportunity given of visiting many points of interest on
the way, such as Salt Lake, Yellowstone Park, ete.

—The summer school, which in the eyes of many, is more im-
portant than the great conventions, has become a popular insti-
tution in every state. The Niagara school, which may trace its
origin to Inspector Hughes of Toronto and others is likely
to be well attended this ycar. Tn our advertisement pages
will be found the announcement of the Potter Institute of Oratory,
which will no doubt attract a large number of students from all
parts. There would be no pleasanter resort for those of our
teachers who would like to vixit the great metiopolis. A school
of science has been organized in Nova Scotia, and we are to
have our own Institutes at different parts of the province. Asa
contemporary says: “Itis an interesting commentary on the
earnestness and professional zeal of the teachers as a class, that
they are in such large numbers willing to spend no inconsiderable
portion of their summer vacation and no small part of their scant
earnings in paying board, tuition, and incidentals at some sum-
mer watering-place to pursue their studics, brushing up neglected
places in their education, and fitting themselves for higher and
better work in their profession. Especially is this noticeable
when we find them spending several weeks in close attendance

13
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upon the teaching and lectures of the most famous experts the
country has produced, getting hints, and more than hints—
principles,—of the best methods of teaching the common school
studies.”

—The papers tell of u new feature introduced in the High School
at Caldwell, Kan. A file of all the leading county papers is kept,
with magazines and papers for young people, all of which are
aceessible to students at unemployed moments. Every Friday
afternoon a portion of the time is devoted to live topics of the
day. On a recent Friday, one of the students gave an extended
account of the railroad strike, another of the death of Emperor
William, and his successor ; others of the life of Miss Alcott, and
of the Iastern blizzard.” An item like the above gives us an
opportunity of saying that such a practice has long been in use
in the Sherbrooke Academy, which is under the direction of
G. H. Howard, Esq.

—The tollowing paragraph is something which our teachers
will not find in the geographies, but which our children ought to
know. It is taken from our American Exchange, abont our own
country :-—* The ~elect committee of the Senate of the Dominion
of Canada, appointed to inquire into the value of the country
north of the Saskatchewan watershed, has presented a report
which iz founded on a vast amount of new and valuable informa-
tion. The inquiry shows that much of this region, which was
considered a few years ago part f the unhabitable polar regions,
may become settled, in course of time, as it possessex con-
siderable mnatural resources. The great length of navigable
rivers facilitates communication. The extent of continuous
lake coast and river navigation is estimated at 6,500 miles,
broken only in two places, situated upon the Great Slave
and Athabasca rivers. It is wtated that there ix a pastoral
area of 860.000 square miles, arable lands to the extent of
274,000 square miles, while 400,000 square miles are considered
useless for cultivation or stock-raising. The climate of this
region is described as more favorable than is generally assumed,
and comparable in certain districts to that of western Ontario.
It appears that there is an abundancc of fish, and an ample
supply of wood suitable for building-purpcses. Among the
mineral products, special attention is called to the extensive
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anriferous arex and to the large petroleum-tields. The onergetic
attempts of Canada to develop the resources or the country
have led to an increase of immigration to their western pro-
vinces. Undoubtedly the present inquiry will help to direct
attention to the resource~ of those remote regions.”

—The Annual Report of the schools of New-Brunswick has been
received. The opening paragraph cannot but be of interest to
us in the province of Quebec, and we quote it entire :—¢ The
number of trained teachers and the consequent improvement
upon methods of instruction very considerably exceeds that
of any preceding year in our cducational history. A year
or two ago, nearly 500 of our schools were in charge of local
licensees—persons without experience or training—while during
the year embraced in the Report, nota single school in an English-
speaking district has heen in charge of any other than a trained
teacher. The supply of trained teachers in Freach-speaking dis-
tricts is gradually increasing s is also the demand for their ser-
vices, in consequence of the satisfactory character of their work,
and I am glad to say that the ‘1mp]e provision which is now
made at the Normal School for the training of Acadian students,
and the encouragement which is held out to them to possess
themselves of these advantages, give assurance that every Aca-
dian school will in a very short time be on the same footing in
respect of the services of trained tcachers as are happily all the
other schools of the Province.”

—The monthly meeting of the Teachers Association ot McGill
Normal School was held on Friday, the 13th April last. The
proceedings were begun in the usual way, with Mr. Arthy in
the chair. The résumé from Miss Binmore drew attention to
some interesting articles in the American Teacher, and described
the state of education in South America. A humorous reading hy
Miss Ramsay was followed by a paper from Miss J. E. Rodger on
« How to secure order in the class-room.” The excellent points
brought out in this paper were commented upon afterwards by
Mr. Kneeland and the Rev. E. W. King. Mr. Humphrey succeeded
Miss Rodger with an article on the same subject, which was
further treated by Mr. Curtis, who emphasized the principle of
dealing with a class individually, and also of discipline being
the foundation to form habit and character.
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—In Canada there are 128,700 Indians, Of this number there
are probably 24,000 children of ~choolable age, but of these, about
16,000 only are at present within the limits of civilization. There
are at present seven institutions in operation, having a capacity
for about 580 pupils, and 131 small day schools. The total
annual cost to the Cunadian Government for maintenance of both
day and boarding schools is at present about $95,000.

—The Department of Public Instruction has lost an eflicient
officer in the death of Mr. J. H. Richardson, the accountant, Mr.
Richardson had been in declining health for some time, but he
never would allow himself for a moment to neglect the duties of
his important position. e had been in the Depurtment for over
fiftcen years, and was an efficient officer enjoying the most plea-
sant relations with all whom he came in contact with. As a
citizen. he took an active interest in public affairs; and as a
churchman he won the respect of every member and adherent of
the church with which he wus connected.  He was a prominent
member of the Y. M. C. A. of Quebec, and of many other institu-
tions, The highest encomium has been passed upon him by his
suceessor in office, who has found all the work of his department
lett in such a condition as to indicate the faithtulness to duty
of a man whom cvery one liked to meet, either on business or in
rocial friendliness.

—Dr. Klemm, in one of his late article., calls attention to the
fact that in the French schools which he hax visited. he tinds the
rubjects of the compositions taken from the studies which they
are pursuiag at the time, This has been the practice pursued by
the writer to a great exteat, and ne finds the progress in the real
work of composition, correct expression of thought, really better
than when sabjects are selected from all sources, while at the
same time the facts of the science discussed become more cer-
tainly the pupil’s own. There is much to be gained and nothing
to be lost in this kind of composition. It isx a mistaken notion
that composition should aim primarily at the development of
thought. The chief thing is the cxpression of thought in corrcet
language. The clearer, therefore, the thought is in his mind the
more recadily can he express it, und no thoughts arc so clear to
him as those whi h are associated by him with his daily stady.

—M. Piere de Coubertin has inspected for himself all the great
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public schools, colleges, and universities of England, and has em-
bodied his experience in a volume entitled *“T./Ed: cation en
Angleterre,” which has just beca issued in Parix by the Librairie
Hachette. Like most Frenchmen who have invertigated our
schools on the spot, M. de Coubertin has returned home tull of
enthusiastic praise of the English system of mental, and particu-
larly of physical, training. e has visited Etoa, Hwrrow, Rugby,
Cooper’s Hill, and Toynbee Ilall, the Protestant, Catholic, and
Dis=enting schools, and he has xomething to say in praise of each.
He accordingly claims for French schoolboys a similar training,
both physical and intellectual, to that accorded to young English-
men, and he condemns the system of militarism which prevails
in his own country, as well as the democratic principle which
accords the same education to all.  This is a painful picture of
the FFrench schoolboy, asx drawn by the author himself:—“In no
country are cullegians soawkward xo badly dressed, so rough, and
~0 voyou as in France.” This being the case, much bathing and
boating would certainly do them good. Rough towels and yellow
soap are cupital educational instruments, and to judge from M.
de Coubertin’s strictures they are certainly required by the aver-
age French schoolboy. The author has no fault to find with
anything that he saw in Kngland, except the * carnavalesque”
costume of the Bluecoat boys, whose hatless heads und grotesque
accoutrements are unworthy of a civilized nation.”

—The Educational Journal of foronto says that * considerable
dissatisfactien has been expressed at the plucking of forty per
cent. of the candidates at the recent examinations of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario; but at the matriculation at
London University, tifty-two per cent. were plucked and nothing
was said,” and we heartily endorse it when it turther says:—“In
all professions u rigid examination, it of the right sort, is the
best means yet devised tor keeping the supply down and the
quality up, the two great professional necds of the day.” If' some
one, with time on his hand, wouid only calculate how many
M. D.’s Canadian Colleges produce in a year, his statistics would
certainly lead us all to ask,—where do they go after they have
passed ?

—The death of Senator Ferrier has beer duly recorded by the
press of Canada. Mr. Ferrier was 1 warm friend to education,
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and those of our teachers who once heard him speak at the Cow-
ansville Convention ot Teachers, must remember, how warmly
he claimed sympathy for the teacher’s work., For many years he
wis member of the Council of Public Instruction, & man courteous
to ull, and highly esteemed tor his sterling integrity.

-—NEW York Crry has a serious and disagreeable scandal on
its hands in charges attecting its superintendent of schools, John
Jasper.  He refused to take up and investigate anonymous char-
ges impugning the character of i young woman employed as a
school-teacher. Miss Dodge, one of the cummissioners of educa-
tion, who satistied herself” that the charges bad some foundation
in fact, has brought about an inquiry into Superintendent Jasper’s
connection with the case. It will strike most sensible people
that the Superintendent took the best course with anonymous
charges when he refused to investigate them. 1t will be u serious
drawback to the appointment of women to boards of educatior if
it is followed by attaching exaggerated importance to charges of
this character. The offense charged ought to be unsparingly
dealt with, but it is one exaxily charged, and it wou'd demoralize
u force of teachers or any other body of men and women if anon-
ymous charges of' this character were given the attention they
have reccived in New York.—Phila. Press.

—The New Huven Board of Fducation has a proposition be-
fore it tor the estublishing of a cooking cluss in the public schools.
Mrs. Prof. Dana stated that she was the bearer of a petition cou-
taining the names of over 500 ot the prominent ladies and gentle-
men of the city asking that the Board of’ Education make cooking
one of the prescribed studies of the public ~chools. She said that
the cooking ~chool at the Young Women's Christian Association
of thirteen students caused an expenditure of $300 to tit up the
kitchen and they paid their teacher $70 each month. In Boston
a class of 150 girls is given twenty les~ons at a total expense for
materialx of about $40.

—Dr. Abbott, head master of the City of London Schools,
speaking on the opinion cxpressed that more attention should
be paid to the study of modern Ianguages in the schools, said he
did not belicve there was any better chance for a iud in the com-
mercial world because of proficiency in modern languages ; the
fact being that young Germans were the more readily appointed
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because they were harder workers and led less indulgent lives,
For his part, he believed in discipline, hard work, punctuality,
and order; and if they could drive these habits into the lads, they
would make them successful in commercial or any other kind
of lite, quite independently of proficiency in the modern luu-
guages,

—TIu a paper read ou the physical culture of woman by Miss
M. A, Cheeimun in the Purke’s Museum of Hygiene, Marguret-
street, on the 15th March, the lecturer contended that on the
proper education of girls, both as regards their physical and
mental powers, depended either the advancement or deteriora-
tion of our race. Itseemed a paradox that we should be con-
stuntly employed in developing horses und dogs and in rearing
and transplanting fowers and plants, and yet so persistently
neglecting ourselves, The conditions of i healthy existence are
pure air, warmth, and the exercise of tre mental and physicul
powers by work and play. It is (%> aund, and not the other
vital organs, which regulate life, und it is nceessary that
those who have he training of childhood should form a just e--
timate of the child’s character and physical strength or weakness,
On this basis alone ;hould the training be conducted. A proper
course leads not only to a healthy body and vigorous mind, hut to
beauty of person.  Beauty is one of those things whicli every-
one has a right to ask for, because it is one of those things
conducive to social happiness.

—At a late meeting of the London School Buard, the Chair-
man said it might be romembered that last year, through the
Lord Mayor, he reccived a cheque for £30), which had been
collected by children in New Zealand, and which the Lord Mayor
asked him to distribute among the socicties providing penny
dinners for poor children. In the course of the last few days, he
had received direct from New Zealand a cheque for £25 from
the same persons, with a request that he would distribute it in
the same way to those societies which take an interest in the
feeding ot poor children in the London schools. Mr. Bousficld
moved that the Chairman should be requested to convey to Mr.
Clement Lee, of' Otaki, New Zcaland, the pleasute with which
the Board had heard of the additional proof of the kindly und
generous interest which school children in New Zeuland had
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taken in the welfare of the poorest children in London, Mr.
Mark Wilks sceonded the motion, which was carried unani-
mously. Tt ix gratifying to ftind these interchanges of kindly
acts and courtesies between those who are ~o far apart, and the
teachers off New Zealand have been assured that the generous
gifi~ of their pupils are highly esteemed by their brethren in the
British Isles.

—Late reports ure to the effect that the efforts of the Brazilian
abolitionists to fix a date tor complete emancipation have resulved
more tavorably than was expected.  The bill submitted by the
new ministry wus passed by both lHouses of Parliament on the
13th inst., and wa~ at once tollowed by a proclamation of imme-
diate emancipation by the Priucess Regent. The bill provides
that freedmen shall serve their present masters until next Christ-
mas, receiving wages therefore, and contfines them to their res-
pective counties for two years, but they ceasc at once to be the
property of those who hitherto owned them,

Literature, Jiistovical NAotes, v,

As we approach the ancient capital of’ Quebec, while sailing up
its harbour from the Island of Orleans, we cannot but admire the
great blutl on which the city stands, with its tringe of buildings
beneath and its coronet of buildings @’ ove. There is no finer
Llending of art and nature to be found anywhere.  In the group-
ing of the muny quaint structures, with here and there the rugged
rock looking out from its summer’s dress of’ grassy moss and fern,
and erowned with terrace-wall and battlement, there is to be seen
that pleasing irregularity of’ nature’s planning which men eall
the picturesque; and it is not until the eye by a special effort
seeks to rest upon some one of the spire-tipped buildings that
any one of them scems to be more prominent than another,
Unless we make exception of” the new »arliament house, which
rises behind the town and overlooks the approach to the citadel
and the Plains of’ Alvaham, the most conspicuous of all the build-
ings is perhaps that of the Laval University, which, with its
extending wings, commands the vuter promontory of the great
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platexn that runs ull the way from Cap Rouge. This building,
or group of buildings, reaches out to the very edge of the clitt,
and, us sentinel of the arts of peuace, stunds rival to the bastion-
guarded fortress a hundred rods away.  As a well-carned monu-
ment to the prelate who laid its foundations, amid political vicis-
~situde and turmoil, it claims the attention of all who care to
wrace the course of great educational movements, inasmuch as it
in the “local habitation” of" an institution, still weighted with
the more scrious of Canadian interests, and perpetuating in its
work the link between the present and the puast of the country.
ludeed, continuing its influence, as it does, in the two great cities
of the province, and spreading its roots to every town and vil-
lage, through those of ou.s curds and doctors and lawyers who
have been trained in its halls of learning, the story of its growth
is of increasing interest to every reader.

On one of the earliest ot the many old plans of Quebec, the
lands of at least two of the settlers who cume over avith Cham-
plain are distinctly indicated—the Hebert and the Couillard pro-
perties. The latier extended from Cite de la Montague eastward
to the brink of the clift, corresponding in part with the lands on
which the buildings of the Laval University now stand. In
1668, Bishop Laval, the first of' a long line of Canadian prelates
who have taken a zcalous interest in cducational atfairs, pur-
chased. from the widow of William Couiilard, 2 small house on
the site from which now runs the street bearing her husband’s
name, and in the fall of the same year he opened a school in it
which has ever since gone by the nume of Le Petit Seminaire.
Five years before this, under the auspices of the Seminary of
Foreign Missions in Paris, Laval had succeeded in obtaining
from the King of France letters patent for the establishing of
what is now called Le Grand Seminaire, an institution having for
its ~pecial aim the religious training ot the clergy. But being
satistied that there was, or would be, need for a school of less
pretensions for the cducation of the boys of his diocese, he
decided to open a grammar school, which should be an append-
age to the higher or more advanced school. The mi..or institu-
tion was, as may be surmised, a very humble venture at the first.
The roll numbered fourteen pupils in ull—eight French-Canadians
and six Hurons,—the latter only being received us boarders, with
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the intention that they might run no risk of backsliding by associ-
ating with their old friends of wigwum-life and experience. We
have no means of knowing turther of the early days of the smaller
seminary, unless it be of” the relationship which existed between
it and the Jesuits' College.  The course of study for it included
reading, writing, catechism, and the ehurch offices; and ah boyx
who were sufticiently advanced in these to take up the study of
the Latin and French classics, were sent over to the Jesuits, who
made, as we have seen, u specialty of these subjects.  The higher
courses in theology were to be had only in the higher seminary;
while the young men who proposed to learn agriculture or any
ot the trades were sent (o the training school or model farm at
St. Joachim, which Bishop Laval had established as the comple-
ment of his system of' schools for all grades of pupils, and as a
~ummer retreat tor the clergy of his diocese.

In the tollowing description of the St. Joachim furm we catch
a glimpse of the origin of our agricultural schools :—* Lveryone
knows about the line farm-school, situated at St. Joachim, on the
land owned by the priests of' the Seminary of Quebee, where the
members ot both ~eminaries go, every year, o rest themselves
after their literary labours, and to restore their energies, by
tuking part in the cultivation ot the tields, and by putting into
execution a better plan for o model farm. This institution, so
pleasant, and above all so usetul to the proprictors who direct it,
and s0 bencticial to the district off Queber, owes its existence to
Bishop Laval, who, in his wise forcthought, thus wished to con-
secrate a quiet place for rest and observation, for priest and pupil
alike, upon & spot the most romantic and healthy on the pictur-
esque shores of the St. Lawrence. Besides being a charming
place of retreat, it provides a source of revenue and a model
from which much that is usetul may he learned every day.
Twenty-two picces of land, acquired by Bishop Laval, are
attached to the institution at St. Joachim and form model firms;
and of these eleven are et 10 farmers of experience and by them
cultivated for the Seminary, and eleven cultivated by the pro-
prietors themselves. The profit arising from these farms consti-
tuic one of the principal sources of income to the Seminary,
which is employed in behalf of religion and educational progress
in the country.” The pupils of the Sewinary have not made a
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practice of spending their vacation at St. Joachim since the yeur
182%.

The first building erected for the accommodation of the larger
seminary was situated on the site of the present buildings—a
large frame house, bearving ubove its main entrance the inscrip-
tion, ** Seminariwemn Missionum Euxterarwn.” During the first
thirty years of its existence the school made commensurute pro-
gress, the prosperity of Le Petit Seminaire having had much to
do with its success by supplying it with students, in addition to
the strengthening it gave to whatever of w school system there
was in the proviuce at the time.

When Bishop St. Vallier came to Quebec in 1688, to assume
the duties of the episcopate and to share the enthusiasm of the
founder of the Seminary in educational progress, he is said to
have admired the order and discipline which prevailed in the
institution. - The directors who govern this house,” he ~ays in
substunce, *“are few in number, and if they bad less of grace and
activity than they have, it would be impossible for them to do
all that they are called upon to do. Their disinterestedness,
their charity, their industry, and the manner in which they
inspire all those who are under their care, is a very pleasant
consolation to me."”

Misfortune, however, luid its hand upon the Seminary in 1701,
when the tivst of' the three disastrous fires, which have marked
the annals of the institution, consumed the college property, to
be tollowed four years after by another accident ot the same
kind. In the days when the principle of insurance had not
found outlet in the practical, these events drew heavily upon the
resources of the episcopate; and, on account of them, Bishop
Laval had 1o lay aside his project of establishing a school for
boys at Chateau Richer, notwithstanding the fact that he had
actually erccted a building at that place for the purpose. A
much heavier calamity, however, than these befel the Seminary
in 1708, when its beneficent founder passed away from the activ-
ities of thix life, at the ripe age of cighty-five. The fostering of
the Seminary was Laval's life-work in Quebec. e arrived in
Quaebee in 1659, thus being wble to give nearly half a century of’
bix prolonged career to the cause of education in Canada. When
he retired from his active offivial duties as superior of Queber,
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li¢ made srrangements whereby all his property should be given
to the institution he had founded. In the fate of this school of
his at sundry times he may have scen his labours but ill repuid ;
but before his death he had the consolation of seeing the lines of
permanency liid deep enough to resist the encroachments of time.

Along with Laval, when he sailed from France for the tirst
time, there came from the diocese of Baycux a young man,
whose name was Henry de Berni¢res. During the voyage, the
young Frenchman decided to become a priest, and a few months
after his arrival he was ordained in the chapel of the Jesuits,
When the Seminary was founded, he was chosen its first
superior, an office which he continued to hold until the appoint-
went of Des Maizerets, who had joined Laval on his return from
w visit to France in 1663. For thirty-one years, the latter re-
mained at the head of atfairs; ably seconding the etforts of his
bishop in maturing the educational interests of' the province.
Some years ago, as they were digging up the grave of M. Laver-
diére, the faithful antiquary of Quebec, a leaden cusket was
found containing the heart of one who had been buried 2 hundred
years before in the sume spot, and bearing an inseription which
identitied the contents as part of the remains of the second
superior of the Laval Scminary. Des Maizerets died in 1721,
For nearly sixty years, he wus a prominent figure in all reli-
gious and educational movements connected with his church,
and, as is said of him by a contemporary, all Canada rests under
an obligation to him for the interest he took in the education of
the youny.

In 1757, the premonition of evil things had fallen upon Que-
bec, and the Seminuary did not escape the gloomy influence.
Famine stared the people in the face, and the priests of the
Seminary were obliged to send away their pupilssimply for want
of food for them. Next year, in charity, they gave an asylum
to a number of starvlings, feeding their bodies with but scanty
rations, and trying to make up for it by storing their minds with
the good things in philosophy. But when the danger of war
drew nearer to Canada, when through the streets of Quebec there
rang the tidings that Louisburg had fullen, and nearly all the
students who remained were drafted as soldiers, the priests were
forced to close tbe doors of both seminaries. Then it was, that
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the classes, or all that was left of them, took refuge in Moatreal,
where the college was kept alive by the directors until its re-
moval to Quebec in 1763. The time of distress is seldom time
lost, if it be followed by a determination to grow in experience
and courage. Indeed many of those who were students of the
Semii ary at this period of rerersal in its fortunes. subsequently
became prominent citizens, one of them becoming bishop and the
founder of the College of Nicolet,

From the time of the conquest, the Laval Seminary has con-
tinued to prosper, growing in wealth, in numbers and in fame,
All but ruined by famine and war, it soon found its energies ve-
vived by the courage of Bishop Briand, who came to Quebec at a
time when the superior of Quebec had neither palace nor
revenues. From the time of Laval to the time of Iubert, the
bishops had their private apartments in the Seminary buildingx.
where, as the latter says, they had their bed and board free of
charge; indeed, the relationship Iitween the episcopate and the
directorate of the Seminary was as intimate then s it is now,
and when the Treaty of Paris assured Canada of peace, and re-
roved all burriers to the return of the seminary classes to Que-
hee, the directorate had interest cnough with the episcopate to
command its céoperation in the attempts to recover lost ground.
The manner in which the new bishop was received by his people
gave him an influence at once which the Seminary soon felt
working in its favour; and when we wander through the court-
yards and lanes within the massive pile of' buildings which now
overshadow the site of Madame Couillard’s house, in which the
fourteen pupils of the Little Seminary intoned their first oraison,
we cannot but admire the enterprise which has achieved =0 much
for education. The history of the students who have run about
these enc osurex is the history of the country ; since it ix among
them we find in embryo many of the more prominent of those
French-Canadian jurists, authors, poets, doctors, and publicists,
whose names are a houschold word among their compatriots.
After the opening of schools in the country districts, events in
connection with the seminaries guide us towards the time when
these institutions were crowned with university powers by royal
charter, but these can better be grouped under the history of
Laval University, which must appear further on in our nar-
rative.
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HOMER'S ILTAD—BOOK TV.

As when a wind on ocean’s sounding shore,
Born of north-western breeze, incessant moves,—
At first it crested curves along the deep
Till, dashed against the land it roars aloud,
And, swoln, bursts upon the headlands round,
And spits in spray the roaming salt sea-foam,—
So did the Grecian phalanx, tlnck arrayed,
Continuous move to join the impending fray.
Each Chieftain led his own: the residue
In silence moved apace,—nor yet perchance
Would you have said that there a teaming host
Came up, who in their breasts had power of spec i,
Sosilently they reverenced their chiefs.
About them shone their variegated arms,
With which adorned, they advanced in battle-line.
But, as the ewes of some land-owner rich
Stand countless in their fold, while being milkead,
And bleat incessant, as their lambkins’ eries
They hear, so were the Trojans; thus their din
Arose and sproad thronghiont the army wide.
Nor was the shout of all alike, nor yct the voice:
Their speech was mixed, since called they were from many climes.
There Mars pressed on; but those Minerva urged,
The blue-eyed one, and Terror, Rout, and Strife
Relentlessly enraged,—tha last, of cruel Mars
The help-meet. sister, lifts her head, that is
But small at first, though afterwards in heaven
She finds it place and stalks along the carth,—
And she it was, who, passing thiough the throny,
Contention cast among them, dire to all,
Thus giving edge to human lamentation,
But when they, meeting, came to common gronnd,
At once together rushed 1 oth spears and bull hide shields
And might of warriors clad in brazen muail.
Against each other clangod their targes hossed
And great arose the dreadful battle din.
Then there was heard the shouts and grouns of men,
Some slaying, others being slain.
The earth was drenched with blood. Tndeed,
As, rushing down the hills, the torrents wild,
From swelling source, oft mix their headlong streams
Near by the meeting place of mountain glens,
Within some echoing vale, till even tho swain
On hillside hears the distant roar,—so rose
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The panic-shouts of those thus locked in strife.

And first Antilochus a Trojan slew,

One valiant in the van, brave Echepol

Thalysius’ son. Him struck he first

Upon his helmet’s horse-hair crested cone :

Right through his forehead crashed the brazen point
And pierced the bone, when darknesr velled his eyes:
So, like a tower in conflict fierce, he fell.

The chief of all the Abantes, stout of heart,
Chalcodon’s son, the king of Elphenor

On him, thus prostrate, by the feet laid hold,

And, in his haste, was dragging him beyond the darts,
That of his mail ke might at once him spoil.

But this attempt of his had speedy end ;

For brave Antenor saw him drag the dead,

And with a brazen lance did pierce his side,—

The side exposed to view beneath his shield

As he did stoop; and so his limbs relaxed.

His spirit left him thus ; while o’er him rose

A struggle fierce of Trojans and of Greeks :

Like wolves they on each other headlong rushed,
Each hero bearing down upon his foe.

Then Telamonian Ajax Simoisius smote,
Anthemion’s son,—a youth of blooming vears,
Whom formerly his mother had brought forth
Beside the banks of Simois’ winding stream,
When she, by chance, her parents did attend
From Ida’s slopes to view the Phryvian flocks;
And thus it was they called him Simoisius,
Alas! his parents dear he ne’er ropaid
The recompense of birth: his lifa was short,
Nince slain he was with spear of Ajax brave.
For foremost in advance, him Ajax struck
Upon the breast, and through his shoulder passed
The brazen dart outright. Amid the dust
Upon the ground he fell, like poplar tree
That hath up-grown in humid meadow snil
Of some great marsh ; symmetrical in shape,
Even branches flourish on its very top
Which chariot-wiight lops off with glittering steel
To bend the felloe of some splendid car:
Upon the river’s bank it lies to dry.
And thus it was the high-born Ajax spoiled
Young Simoisius, Anthemion’s son.

But Antiphus, in corslet bright attired,

187
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At Ajax from the crowd with weapon keen took aim :
From him it glanced aside ; but in the groin
It Leucus struck, Ulysses' faithful friend,
While in the act of dragging off the dead.
Alas! he fell, and from his ruthless hand
There dropped the corpse of Simoisius.
And then, in turn, for friend thus fallen low,
Ulysses was oenrazed within his soul.
Full armed in burnished brass he headlong rushed
Right through the van, and drawing very near,
He stood, and glancing keenly all around,
He shot ahead his glittering spear.
The Trojans checked their pace while thus he thrust ;
And yet 'twas not in vain he hurled his spear,
For strike he did Democdson, the son
Of Priam, he who from Abydos came,
From tending of the swift-paced royal steeds.
Ulysses, raging for his comrade lost,
Him siruck upon the temple with his lance,
And through the other temple passed the point,
Till darkness veiled his sight. He, fallen prone,
Made clanging noise as on him crashed his arms.
Illustrious Hector and the lines in front
Fell back. The Argives cried aloud, and dragged
The dead away, then further forward rushed.
But Pheebus, looking forth from Perramus,
Telt deep enraged, and sending forth his voice,
The Trojans thus addressed :
“ Arouse ye then,
Ye steed-subduing Trojans! Yield yo not
The battle to the Greeks, since stone nor iron
Is flesh to them, when they are stricken down,
That it withstand the muscle-rendering brass.
Nor does Achilles, fair-haired Thetis’ son,
Have portion in the fight, but near his ships,
Dothi nourish still his soul-disturbing spleen.”
Thus from the city spoke the dreadful god :
But Jove's own daughter, illustrious T'riton queen.
While passing through the host did rouse the Grecks,
Where'er she saw them giving way.
Then fate gat hold of Amarynceuns’ son,
Diores ; for above the ankle joint,
His dexter-limb was struck with jagged stone :
And Pirus, son of Imbrasus, who came
From /Enos, leader of the Thracian braves,
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He it was who struck him ; and both bono
And sinew, recking not, the stone had crushed entire.
And, prone amid the dnst, he fell with hands
Outstretched towards his friends, while forth he poured
His soul. And Pirus, he who had him struck,
Made haste and pierced him with his spear,
So that death’s shadows fell upon his eyes.

Then rushing with his conchél lance
Aitolian Thoas Pirus struck abreast,
And in his lungs the brass took bitter hold.
Near by him Thons came and from his breast.
The mighty weavon drew : his k_en-set sword
He then unsheathed, and with it him Qid pierce
And thus, alas ! did him deprive of life.
Yet of his arms he did not him lespoil;
For near him stood his crested ally-friends,
A-brandishing in hand their long-drawn spears,
With which they drove him in retreat from them,
Though strong and valiant-glorious he was.
Thus near each other lay these two in dust,—
Diores, leader of the Epeans brazen clad,
And Pirus, leader of the Thracian c¢lans:
And many others else wore slain around.

Nor longer then could any one at all
The action hlame, who, neither near nor far
Annoyed by sharpenod brass, might busied he
Within the melee’s midst, and whom indeeil
Minerva, taking by the hand, might lead,
And from him tarn away the force of darts.
For Greeks and Trojans many lay that day
Prone in the dust beside each other’s clay.

Dractical Nints and Examination Lapers.

Herbert Spencer says :—“ In education the process of self-development
should be encouraged to the fullest oxtent. Children should be led to
make their own investigation, and draw their own inferences. They
should be told as little as possible, and induced to discorer as much as
possible. Humanity has progressed solely by self-instruction; and that
1o achieve the best results, each mind must progress somewhat after the
same fashion, is continually proved by the marked success of self-made
men. Those who bave been brought up under the ordinary school-drill,
and have carried away with them the idea that education is practicable
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only in that style, will think it hopeless to make children their own
teachers. If, however, they will call to mind that the a'.-important
knowledge of surrounding objeets which a child gets in its early vears is
without help,—if they will remember that the child is self-tanght in the
u-e of its mother-tongue,—if they will estimate the amount of that expeor-
ience of life, that out-of-school wisdom which every boy gathers for him-
self,—if they will mark the unusual diligzence of the uncared-fur London
gamin, as shown in all the directions in which his faculties have been
tagked,—if further, they will think how many minds have struggled up
unaided, not only through the mysteries of our irrationally planned
curriculum, Lut through hosts of other obstacles besides ; they will find
it not an unreasonable conclusion, that if the subjects be put before Lim
in right order and right form, any pupil of ordinary capacity will sur-
mount his successive difliculties with but little assistance.”

—There is a hint for teachers in the followiig in two ways. They will
readily put it in practice should they find themselves in the pradicament
of the traveller. If they can see the analagy between the advice of the
engingeer, and the true methad of dealing with faults in children, it will
not be lost upon them, during the moments when discipline is required.
“A few years since, I was riding on an engine. The engineer threw
open the front window, and I caught a ¢inder that gave me the most ox-
cruciating pain. I began to rub the eye with both hands. ¢Let your
eve alone and rub the other eve (this from the engineer). 1 know you
doctors think you know it all; but if you will let that eye alone, and rub
the other one, the cinder will be out in two minutes, persisted the en-
gineer. I began to rub the other eve, and soon 1 felt the cinder down
near the inner canthus, and made ready to take it out. “Let it alone and
keep at the well eye,” shouted the doctor pro tem. I did so for a minute
longer, and looking in a small glass he gave me, 1 found the offender on
my cheek. Since then 1 have tried it many times, and have advised
many others, and I have never known it to fail in one instance (unless it
was as sharp as a piece of steel, or something that cut into the ball, and
required an operation to remove it.) Why it is 80, I do not know; but
that it is 80, I do know, and that one may be saved much z#ering if one
will let the injured eye alone, and rub the well eye.”

—* Perhaps a little of my experience would encourage Hopeliss in
checking tardiness,” says a teacher. “I always make it a rule to have
some pleatant and instructive general exercise after the opening exer-
ciges, both morning and afternoon. Singing, memory gems, a short drill
connected with some of the lessons, committing and copying of a selec-
tion previously placed on board, while a fow may be reciting, a short
exercise in drawing or writing, formation of letters, and exercise on
sounds of letters, etc. I bring in nearly all my Friday afternoon work in
this way and serve a double object, making a pleasant beginning, which
at once secures promptness, and a tardy scholar is an almost unheard of
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thing; and giving no execuse for the hoy who would stay at home Friday
afternoon *because he has a piece to speak.” I take hut a few minutes
only, but the results are 8o large, I would rather give up the rest of the
day than this, and se T think would the children.”

—Hints from the Cincinnati Selnol Journal: 1. With beginners in
every study, the first process must be learnad slowly and very thoroughly
by long continued reiteration. The important point is not how much,
bat how well. 2. Make the text-hbook subordinate to skilful teaching.
The book is designed only as an aid Yoth to pupil and teacher. 3. You
can hest show your pupils how to study a lesson hy going over it with
them in advance. In many lessons pupils do not know what to study or
how to study. 4. Make the lessons short. 5. Asarule, when conducting
a recitation, stand. “In Germany,” says Horace Mann, ‘“I never saw a
teach.er hearing a recitation with a book in his hand, nor a teacher sitting
while hearing a recitation.” 6. Use your oyes. Iook your pupils in the
eye when you question them, and make them lock you in the eye
when they answer. 7. Keep your voico down to the conversational key.
8. Lighten up your class with a pleasant countenance. 9. IHave some-
thing intzresting to say to your pupils at every recitation. 10. In general,
put yonr questions to the wholo class in order to make every pupil think
out the answer; then, after a pause, call upon some pupil to give it.

EXAMINATION FOR GRADE I MODEL SCHOOL.
(Only one question to be answered from each section.)
GROGRAFHX.
Skcrion L
1. Name the coast-waters of southern Asia, and the countries which they
touch. Write opposite the name of each conntry the name of its capital
or chief city.
2. In what respects does the peninsula of Spain and Portugal resemble
Arabia? Draw a mapof either peninsula, inserting at least ten names of

places.
3. What are the moun‘ain ranges of Africa” Name all its large rivers
and describe the course of any one of them.

Secrion II.

4. Name the principal rivers of France or of Russia, and alzo the prin-
cipal towns situated on or near them.

5. Write all you know about China, and draw a map of the country.

6. What are the following and where are they sitnated :—Matapan,
Mozambique, Celebes, Archangel, Berne, Aden, Carpatliians, Sehastopol,
Toulouse, Dwina, Indus, Siam, Manilla, Tonquin, and Bristol ?

Secrion 111.

7. Nt ve the great mountain ranges of Asia, with its plains and rivers,
What are its%inland seas or great lakes ?
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8. Describe the short route from London to Bombay hy way of the Suex
(‘anal.

9. Write out a listof the countries of Africa, with one fact of importance
connected with each.

ARITHAMBTIC
Sucriox L

1. Simphfy: 24+ (5 of 3)—Fand 63 =24 +2 -5+,

What is the difference hetween a compound fraction and a complex ?
Give examples of the various kinds of vulgar fractions.

2. How do decimals difter from vulgar fractions ? Reduce the following
decimals to vulgar fractions :—604, 38:83, -0068, 2:00005, and ‘0303 ; and
reduce the foilowing vulgar fractions to dectmals :=34, 9,0 v 24 1643,

3. How many times can ‘0087 be taken from 2:291% What fraction will
the remainder be of the former ?

Secrion I1.
o T gy 006 +3-35— 1-00004.

4. Simplify : (o) ¢ 10 and —gaEaag

5. What isthe rule for working such a sum as the following :—Find the
simple interest of $363:735 for 7 years 6 mos. at 3} per cent. Solve the
sum, and explain the terms interest, principal, rate, time, and amount.

6. What per cent. is 32 of 5643 ? Take 5 per cent. of $1653:52 and 23 per
cent. of $6586:32; add the results together, multiply the snm by ‘000658
and divide the product by 68:35.

Secrion HIL

7. The population of a city decreased 333 per cent. between the yoars
1861 and 1871, and increased 25 per cent. between 1871 and 1881. The
population in 1861 was 32,965, what was it in 1881 ¢

8. What vulgar fraction is equivalent to the sum of 14-4 and 1-44 divi-
ded by their differen

9. Find the least common multiple of 44, 126, 198, and 330. Find the
highest common factor of 35175 and 236845. How many times does the
sum of 124 and 8 contain their difference ?

ENGLISH GRAMMAR.
Secriov 1.

1. Analyse the following sentence and parse each word in it :—* Within
the mass, slowly and silently, the force of gravitation is compressing the
particles in its giant hand.”

2. Name the parts of speech that are inflected for number. Define them,
and write a sentence containing them.

3. How many tenses are in the indicative mood of the active verb to love ?
Conjugate the verb to b in these tenses.

Secriox II.

4. What is meant by the comparison of adjectives? How many ways are
there of forming the comparative and 3uperlative degrees of adjectives.
Give six examples illustrating each method.
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5. Name tho various terms you usein analysing a simple sentence. kx
plain each term in your own words.

6. Construct a silnple sentenco containing at least fifteen words, and
analyse it.

Sperron I11L

7. What is meant by cuse? low muany cass are there ? Explain
them. Airange ina table the case-forms of the personal pronouns, ~ingu-
lar and plural.

8. Write the possessive plurals of :— Woman, fox, sheep, turkey, lady ; the
present tense, past tense, present participle, and past participle of run,
think, throw, lic and lay; and name six nouns that form their plurals
irregularly.

9. Name the various kind+ of nouns and define them with examples.
Name also the various kinds of verbs and define them with exainples.

Brrrisy axp Canapiax Hisrory.
Secriox 1.

1. Name ftive of the great events of English history before the Norman
Conquest. Describe any two of them.

2. Where are the following places and what important events took place
near them :—Gibraltar, Blenheim, Acre, Bannockburn, Pinkie, Runny-
mead, Bosworth, Rouen, Utrecht, Fotheringay *

3. Name the s vereigns of the Stuart Line, and describe one prominen
event counected with the reign of each.

Secrion 11.

4. Name tive of the chief events of Canadian }istory after the Cor quest,
and describe minutely any ona of them,

5. Who were the Governor:. of (‘anada previous to ! rontenac’s time,
What prominent eveat marks the rule of each of them?

6. Where are the following places, and what event ix connected with
each of them :—Louisbourg, Detroit, Prescott, Montreal, Three Rivers,
Sorel? In what connection do the following names occur in Canadian
history :—Laval, Cuabot, Talon, Bigot. Mackenzie, Papineau, Durham,
Ambherst?

Srcriox I

7. Describe the battle of Crecy or of Waterloo.  Describe the !ast siege
of Quebec.

8. Give an account of the Gunpowder Plot, the Restoration, and the
Reform Bill of 1832,

9. Give an account of Champlain’s voyage up ihe Ottawa, and name the
various tribes of Indians in the country at the time.

ExcLIisH.
Secrion 1.
1. WL re do the following passages occur . Give t!  weanings of the
words in italics:
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The crag is high, the scaur is deep,
Yet shrink not from the desperate leap.
One may smile and smile and be a villain,
My little ones kissed me a thousand times o'er,
And my wife sobbed aloud in her fulness of heart.
But we steadfastly guzed on the face of the dead,
And we bitterly thought of the morrow.
2. Give an account of Addison’s visit to Westminster Abbey in your
own words,
3. Write seatences, each containing at least twenty words, one of the
words in the first sentence being hazardous, in the second, consideration, in
the third, decigion, in the fourth, ability, in the fifth, cxamination,

Secrion 11
4. Name tho authors of the following selections from the reader:—The
Loyalists, and the Creation of the Earth. Make a sumwmary of vither
lesson,
5. Give the derivation of independence, respect, rdutions, conclusion, atmos-
phere, concur, constitute, affinity, pronitice, ccterior.
6. Write a short essay on any distinguished English poot.
Srkcrioxn 111
7. Reproduce the extract which has been read twice in your hearing iy

the examiner or teacher.
Drawixa.

1. Wihile the pupils are engaged with their English paper, the teacher
may place on the black-hoard the figure on page 23 of the Canadian Draw-
ing Course, and this may be copied in pencil by each candidate on half a
sheet of fuols :ap.  The figure must be at least tive inches loag.

2. Instead o the abuvo the teacher may place on the black-hoard the
following figures to be sketched by the pupils: a leaf, a vase, a box, and a
chair.

Corvespondence.

‘I. R, Your appreciation of the articles you refer to in your letter gives
encouragement to those whose intercst it is to work in the interests of
the teacher. Tho teacher, who knows how to appreciate, has an enthus-
ism in his manner of thinking which always tends to make his own
work one of pleasu.c and daily profit. A teacher, not long ago, was over-
heard making some depreciating remarks about the ingratitude of those
fur whom he was spending his strongth, seomingly in vain, as he said.
Perhaps 1t never struck him that the doing of une’s duty faithfully carries
with it its own reward.
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Elementary Teacher. 'There are uo exemptions in writing for the diploma
you mention. Al the papers have to be taken at the examination in
July.

Candiduate at the lato oxaminations will tind, on further examination of
the questions reforred to, that they are within the scope laid down by the
Course of Study.  We are glad to learn that ho had no ditticulty in
answering a full complewent of the questions, notwithstanding the ap-
parent disdcrepancy.

Neet Year. We have suid elsewhere that the exawination papers will
be pullished in the Rpcorn from month to month, those of Grade 1.
Model School appearing in this issue.  Weo may add that the same will
be done with the pupers for Teacher’s Diplomas. You are quite right
when you say that a careful examination of these papers will help you in
your work.

Nul-Fu System.  The liule books you refer to are published by the
Canada Publishing Company, Toronto, and are very creditable to the
compiler.  Mr. Dawson, the teacher of the Solfa System, will not be at
the Instituies, as was at one time oxpected.  He has beon appointed to a
position in the United States.

Suquirer.  John Amos Courcmius was born at Comna, near Brinn, on
the 28th of March, 1592, 1t was in 1641 he was mvited to England to
assi~t in reforiiing the system of public instruction.  His  celebrated
work Orlis Sonsuddiwn Pictus is being published this yoar.

['The ticld in our provinee is very well occupied by the Star, through its
columns of “Notes and Queries,” but we shall be glad to assist our
teachers through the Recokrn in solvic gany of those intrieate literary dif-
ficulties which = often full in our way.]

Naturalist.  An excellent book on the dassification of birds in Canada
has been published by the MacMillans, of St John, N.B. You cannot do
better than make use of Gray’s Advanced Toxt Book.  On Geology, the
best elementary text-book on the subject we have seen has just reached
its twelfth edition and is pubiished by William Blackwool & Sony,
Fdinburgh. ft is Page’s Introductory Text-Book of Geology.

History. 'The paper yvou refor to has not vet heen published. There
can be no reasonable doubt that the tomb was situated near the site of
the old Parlizunent Baildings.

Disciptnarian.  We cannot give you better advice than what you may
draw from the following words of Dr. Morrison : ¢ Wero it kapt constantly
in mind, the absurd lengths to which place-taking is carried would he
modified, if indeed the practice wera not altogether given up. Wera we
able to classify our pupils so that every child in a given class had the
samc mental powers equally developed, tiiere might bu room for, and de-
cided benotit in, place-taking; but as we cannot, in the nature of the case,
so classify them, wo may, by allowing place-taking, be doing grievous in-
justice to the boy who is dux, as well as to the boy who is at the oppusite
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ond of the class. The one we may be praising for what it was merely his
duty to do, and the latter we may be blaming for not doing what it was
out of his power to accomplisin. - And so i it in the case of punighment.
Of two boys who have both failed in the same task, the one may deserve
punishment, the other may not.  Tho one was able to perform (he tusk,
but did not do it; the other would gladly have done it, but could not.”

Specimens of Work., The month of June, after the examinations are
over, is an excelleut time for the lighter subjects of elocution, drawing,
musie, ete., when preparations may be made to have the closing exercises
as interesting as possible. The specimmens may be sent in at the end of
the year.

Publications about to appear. D. C. Heath & Co. wili issue in a short
time Compayre’s “ Letters on Pedagogy,” as a companion volume to the
“History of Pedagopy.”  The same firm is preparing for publication
Strange’s Exercises in Funglish, and Willizns’s Practical Composition ;
also, Dr. Parfield’s Chemical Problems.  Next month, a translation of
Paolo Mantegazza's Testa, A Buok jor Boys. 8. 8. Bamer & Co. have pre-
pared for publication Steele’s Popular Physics.

One of our elcnentary teachers (K. M. G.) writes to tell us that during the
past year she has had charge of a small class of French Protestant
children. “’They were principally brigght, diligent pupils,” she says, “and
the one or two lazy ones were not favorites with the rest. The school is
in good vrder now, and even the prospect of a vacation does not wholly
reconeile the children to the closing of school. ¢ If you would ouly come
back in a week or two we should all be so glad,” remarks one.  Upon
suveral oceasions I have had to confess irnarance of out-of-the-way points,
but always answered questions as soon as possible. 1 have found it
beneticial sometimes to ask unexpected questions and leave them to be
answered aftor engquiry has besn made. It is encouraging to tind that
interest buegets interest, and that the generality of children are not
commonplace.”

Books Received and Keviewed,

Tie PreErvpE, or Growth of a Poet’'s Mind, an Autobiographical Poemn
by William Wordswordth, with notes by A. J. George, A. M., Boston
University, and published by D. €. Heath & Co, Boston.  The noblest
study of man is man, and only through the student’s own nature can *he
light of human worth and embinsiasm pass & medium to refresh his own
soul.  As an example of this i8 the Prelwle, a poem which has been some-
what neglected, but which should be, and is, a favorite with those who
delight to vead their own experience in the life of the man who found
his greatest pleasure within and near. Mr. George's edition of this
poem is preceded by a preface; illuminated with quotations of excellent
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choice, which every student of Wordsworth will delight to read; while
the notes at the end of the column make the book as valuable as if it
contained an extended biography of the “ Father of the Lakist«.” The
publishers are to be commended for the manner in which the book has
left their hands,—a neat volume, and well printed, as all their publica-
tions are.

CarviNaL WoLsky, by Professor M. Creighton, published by Messrs. Mac-
Millan, London and New York. This is the record of a series of historical
works entitled Tw«lve Englizh Statesmen,and sustains the interest with which
thie inanguration volume, Freeman’s Wiliam, the Conqurer, was greeted.
The picture which Professor Craighton has drawn of the great English
Cardinal! shows how much thero was in Lis dying words. To serve
Henry was the chief end of Wolsey, and notto reach the popedom, as has
been so long imagined. In the bouk before us, we have the epitome-
record of a man, who raised England to the most prominent position in
the counsels of Europe,and all the pomp and glitter tho great churchman
has been blamed tor had but one purpose, the ¢lorification of old England
and ber king. The student of history owes Professor Creighton a deep
debt of gratitude, for the best sketch of Wolsey that hagever been written.

Pricrims axp Prritaxs, by Nina Moore, and published by the Messrs.
Ginn & Co,, Boston.  What a delightful little buok this is for the youth-
ful student who wants to know of the early coming and staying of the
Puritan YFathers in the most prominent of the New England States!
Miss Moore merits commendation of the highest kind for her work in
behalf of young readers, and we have no doubt her pioneer volume will
sell well. The publishers’ work, as usual, i8 excellent.

AN Exvraxarony Iicest of Professor Fawcetis’' Manual of Political
Economy, by Cyril A, Waters, B A, and published by the Messrs. Mac-
Millan & Co., of London and New York. A bouk like this has long been
sougkt after by the ~tudent preparing for un examination on Political
Eeonomy. Asa text-hook it may be elassed with these helps to memory
which are so necessary in knowinyg e¢xactly how to answer problems
which often involve the waste of a good deal of rhetoric, as in meta-
physical science and sociology.  The book 1s worthy the attention of our
professors.

Oy Sovtn Leavpers include twelve tracts containing  information
which is not always at hand for the historical student. They are pub-
lished by Messrs. D. (. Heath & Co., Boston, who are ready to supply
them at five cents a copy, or a hundred for three dollars. They com-
prise the following: No. 1. Constitution of the United States. 2. Articles
of Confederation. 3. Declaration of Independence. 4. Washington’s
Farewoll Address. 5. Magna Charta. 6. Vane's “ Healing Question.”
7. Charter of Mussachusetts Bay, 1629. 8. Fundamental Orders of Con-
aecticut, 1638, 4. Franklin’s Plan of Uniou, 1754. 10. Washington’s
Inaugurals. 11. Lincoln’s Inaugurals and Emancipation Proclamation.

2. The Yederalist.
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A ''RBATISE ON ALGEBRA, by Charles Smith, M.A., and published by the
Messrs. MacMillan, London and New York. As an Algebra which will
recommend itself tw our mathematicians, we have much pleasure in
drawing attention to this work. Mr. Smith is Fellow and Tutor of Sidney
Suggex College, Cambridge, a thorough mathematician himself, and, as a
teacher, well acquainted with all the minute knowledge of the subject
which is required by the examiner for a1 successful pass. He has spared
no paing to ensure variety and interest in the examples. As he says
himself, hundreds of examination papers have been consulted by him in
the preparation of this work, including, with very few exceptions, every
paper which has been set in Cambridge for many yveurs past.

A SysteMaTic TAsLe or CaNapiax Birbs, by Montague Chamberlain,
and published for the author by Messrs. J. & A. MacMillan, St. John,
N. B. The excellent record which Mr. Chamberlain has made for him-
self us u naturalist in a comparatively short time cannot but be further
enhanced by the issue of this fine work on the birds of Canada. It
supplies a want which every Canadian ornithologist and taxidermist
has mourned over titne and again. The introduction is written with
an eye to the encouragement of bird-study, and in it there is exprossed
the hope that the Government will do something towards the providing
of a collection of both manmals and birds, which will be of service to the
young naturalist in making his exporiments and identifications, and not
merely for show as nearly all the Canadian collections of the present
time are. We congratulate Mr. Montague on the fame he has attained
to, and trust that his coming bouk, the Bibliography of Canadiun Orni-
thology, will bring him the reward which his industry merits. The
Systematic Talle is a tine piece of typographical art, equal to anything we
have seen from a Canadian printing oflice.

Tue Caxaviax Music Courss, Book 2, by Alexander T. Cringan, and
issued by the Canada Publishing Company, Toronto. The teacher who
knows apbything of the sol-fa system should send for a copy of this work.
There is in it a fine collection of part songs, which will certainly be
popular with the children. It fully sustains the excellent character of
the First Bouk, or Introduction o the study of music according to the
Sol-fa system of notation.

Hpres 1o 1HE INTBLLIGBNT STUDY OF CoLLEGR PrEvaratory LatiN, by
Karl P'. Harrington, M.A., and published by Messrs. Ginn & Co., Boston.
This is a ¢ mpilation which will hardly recommend itself to any one who
is not a votary of “cram.” To the teacher it may be useful, but in the
hands of pupils it would be a little out of place. We think the author
goes a little {ou far himself when he says that certain questions are
conundrums which the pupils in our grammar schools could not answer.
We all have had the notion at one time that a schoolboy _.nows lessthan
we do; but when we come to know more ourselves we soon find out our
mistake.
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ArMY ExaMiNaTioN Pavers from 1882-1887, published by MacMillan &
Co., London and New York. This isa collection of examination questions
in Arithmetic, Algebra, Euclid, Geometrical Drawing, Geography,
French, etc.. which would be of service to any one preparing for an
elementary examination. These are published in handy form.

AN ELpMeNTARY TrpATISE ON KiNwMATICS AND Dy~Namics, by James P.
Macgregor, M.A., D.Sc¢., Professor in Dalhousie College, Nova Scotia, and
published by MacMillan & Co., London and New York. This is a book
which does credit to the ambitions of a Canadian, who takes unchallenged
the highest rank among the mathematicians of America. The book is
the outcome of the professor who remains a hard student even when he
knows his subject well ; and such a teacher Dr. MacGregor seems to be.
As a text-book, the order is changed from the ordinary text-book on
motion, velocity, and acceleration, the experience of the class-room
having suggested many improvements in this and other subjects. The
selection of examples in the book which are drawn from many sources,
are illustrative of the vast research and industry of the author.

Ertromn o Axaromy, by H. H. Culver, and published by Ginn & Com-
pany, Boston, would be of great service to our teachers while giving the
weekly lessons in P’hysivlogy and Hygiene. The teacher is but a poor
one, who has not made discovery of the diagram as a powerful memory
help: and such a book as this forms an excellent guide to those who can
make a good use of the black-board.

Spasipe AND Waysipp, No. 2, by Julia McNair Wright, illustrated by
C. 8. King, and puplished by D. C. Heath and Co., Boston. A parent bas
only to see such books as this in order to learn how interesting natural
history can be made oven to the very young. We intend to experiment
with them, and will give our experience by and by.

Oraer Books received and to Le reviewed next month :—Loek’s drith-
wmwtic for Beginners ; Remscn’s Elements of Chemistry ; Classies for Children ;
A Second School Poctry Bool, by M. H. Woods; Robinsore Crusve of the
Blackwoods; Calvert’s School Readings in the Greek Testament ; Fasuwacht's
Progressive French Course ; Milne’s Problem Papers.

Our New Erchanges are gratefully received: The Popular Educator of
Boston, the best of its kind; The Young Idea, a capital paperfor the youny
published in Boston; Literature, an Illustrated Weekly Magazine pub-
lished by John B. Alden, the most enteprising of publishers; The Cunadian
Record of Scienee ; The Childrads Hour, full of amuserent for the ele-
mentary school ¥riday afternoons.
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Official Pepartment,

Tup ProrestaNt DivisioNs oF THB BoArD or ExamiNers will meet on
Tuesday, the third of July, at 9 a. m., as follows :—

Nggﬁﬁﬁ’f Place of Meeting. Secretary. Address.

Bedford .. ...|Sweetsburg .........|Jas. D. Bulman.... .. Sweetsburg.

Bonaventure.|New Carlisle........|W. Blaylock.........[Paspebiac.

Gaspé. ..... .|Gaspé Basin........[W. H. Annett .. ...... Gaspé Basin.
McGill Norml.

Montreal.... 32 University Street.(G. W. Parmalee......| School.

Ottawa...... Aylmer ........ ....|Alf. Driscoll .........[Aylmer

Pontiac .....{Portage du Fort.....IC. J. Rimer..........!Port’ze du Fort
Quelec . ....|High School ........[Dr. Harper..... ......[Quebec.
Richmond...|Court House.........C. P. Cleveland.......|Richmond.

Sherbrooke ..{Young ladies’ A¢’dy.[H. Hubbard .........|Sherbrooke.

Stanstead . ..jCourt Room .... .... A. N. Thomson. ...... Stanstead.

Three Rivers.City Hall......... ..lAlex. Houliston, B.C.L.[Three Rivers.

Candidates are required to forward to the Secretary, fifteen days before
the meeting of the Board, (1) an application, (2) a certificate of age, and
(3) a certificate of moral character according to the authorized form.
signed by the minister of the congregation to which the candidate belonys
and by at least two school commissioners or trustees.

The form of certificate of moral character is as follows :

“This is to certify that we, the undersigned, have personally known and
had opportunity of observing for the last past; that dur-
ing all such time, his life and conduct have been without reproach, and
we affinu that we beliove him to be an upright, conscientious, and strictly
sober man.”

TRACHERS' NORMAL INSTITUTES.
The following circular has heen issued to the secretary-treasurers of
Protestant school municipalities:
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Quesnc, 20th June, 1885,

Sir,~—I have the honor to direct your attention to the following pro-
gramme of Teachers’ Normal Institutes to be held during the second and
third weeks of July, as follo. s :—

Tuesday, July 10th, at Lennoxville and Aylmer.
Tuesday, July 17th, at (‘owansville and Lachute.

Lach Institute continnes in session four days. Lectures are given
upon the teachers’ work in the Elementary schools by the Professors of
the MeGill Normal School and others to the great advantage of the
teachers and the schools. These teachers' gatherings have heen pro-
ductive of great good in increasing the efliciency of the teachers and
making the schools conducted by them more valuable to the parents.
Attendance at these institutes is now one of the conditions of obtaining a
first-claas diploma, and it is important, for this and for other reasons,
that there should be a large attendance of teachers. I bhave, therefore,
to request that you and your School Board will encourage the teachers of
yvour municipality to attend cue of these institutes, (1) by notifying them
to that effect, (2) by providing that your school shall not be in session
during the week in which the institute of yoar district is in session, and
(3) by providing that no meetings of your School Board for the engage-
ment of teachers, etc., shall be held by your School Board dtiring that
week.

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
GEpgox OuiMET,
Superintendent.

NOTICES FROM THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE.

His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor has been pleased, by an Order-in-

Council, dated—

7th April, 1888, to detach certain lots from the municipality of Ste-Marie,
Co. Beauce, and to annex them to the parish of Ste-Marguerite, (‘0.
Dorchester, for school purposes, (0. G., p. $45.)

19th April, to appoint five School Commissioners for the new municipality
of Plessisville, Co. Megantic, and five for the new municipality of the
village of Carillon, Co. Argenteuil.

18th April, to erect a new school municipality under the name of “ Bois
de I'Ail, Co. Portneuf, (0. G., p. 895.)
To detach certain lots from the municipality of St. Esprit, Co. Mont~
calm, and to annex them to the municipality of Ste. Julienne, same
County, for school purposes.
To erect a new schoo} municipality under the name of “ §t. Benoit,”
Co. Témiscouta. (O. G., p- 896.)
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20th April, to detach, district No. 5 of the municipality of the township ~f
Potton, being the village of Mansonville, Co. Brome, and comprising
East 46 acres of the 6th Iot east half of the 7th and §th lotsin the
sourth range, lots 6, 7, 8, 9, east three-quartors of the 10th lot, and
south-cast seven-eighths of the 11 and 12 lots of the fifth range, north
half of Tot 5 and lote 6, 7,8,9,10, 11 and 12 of the 6th rango, west
three-quarters of the 6th lot, lot 7, and west half of lots §, 9,10 and 11
of the seventh range of tho municipality of the township of Potton,
and to erect the same into a distinet municipality under the name of
the “Village of Mansonville, fur school purposes, (0. G., p. 947.)

20th Marel:, to detach certain lots from the school municipality of Ste
Adrien, Co. Wolfe,and to annex them to the municipality of St. joseph
of Ham South, same County, for school purposes, (0. G. p. 982.)

7th May, to appoint Mcssrs. Edwin W. Jones and Heman A. Hastings,
School Commissioners for the municipslity of St. Damien de Stan-
bridge, Co. Missisquoi, »#ice Messrs. J. W, Phelps, and G. G. Stanton,
(. G., p. 488.)

11th May, to detach from the town of St, Jean, ('o. St. Jean, the lots de-
signated on the cadastre of the parish of &t. Jean, from number 63 to
to 89 inclusively, and to annex them to the school municipality of
the parish of St. Jean, same County, for school purposes, (O.G. p. 1045.

11ith May, to appoint a School Commissioner for the municipality of §t.
Paschal, Co. Kamouraska.

9th May, to appoint. five Commissioners for the newlv erected school mu-
nicipality of “ 8. Cerur de Marie,” Co. Chicomimi, (0. G., p. 1045.)

22nd May, to appoint. a Schonl Commissioner for the munipality of
Hochelaga, Co. Hochelaga.

Ist June, to appoint a School Comnissioner for ihe municipality of St
Elizabeth de Warwick, Co. Arthabaska; also, to appoint the Rev. Dr.
Norman, D. C. 1., 2 member of the Protestant Board of School Com-
missioners for the ity of Quebee, vice Richard Turner, Esq., resigned,
(0. G., p. 1198)

Sth June, to appoint five School Commissioners for the municipality of
St. Benoit, Co. Temiscouta, one for the municipality of Les Crans,
Co. Montmorency, and one School Trustee for the municipality of
Waestbury, Co. Compton.

22nd May, to detach certain lots from the school municipalities of St.
Gabriel East and West, Co. Quebec, and to erect them into a distinct
municipal’ty for scheol purposes, under the name of “St. Ignace,”
(0. G., p. 1201.)

7th June, to erect a separate muntcipality for school purposes, under the
name of “St. Charles,” Co. Quebec, (0. G., p. 1201.)



