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VOL. I

TORONTO, JANUARY, 1869.

No. 1.

TO THE PUBLIC.

In making our best bow to all and sundry
who may read these pages, we feel that, to a
great extent, we appear not before strangers,
but friends and acquaintances. We are not
coming out in a fresh character, or with a
new role. Our five years' editorship of the
Canada Former renders a formal introduction
or long Prospectus quite needless. We may
point with a degree of honest pride to the
five volumes which cuntain the chief record
of our lahours in the department of agricul-
tural literature, and be content to say as we
have done in our advertisement: * THE
ONTARIO FARMER will embody all the valua-
ble features which have marked the Cunada
Farmer, together with other important and
attractive features which will be peculiarly its
own. Its ambition and aim will be toSTAND
AT THE HEAD OF ITS CLASS.”

Agricultural editing is to us at once a pas-
time and a passion. 'We were predestinated
to edit something, having been born, not
with a silver spoon in our mouth, but with a
pen behind our ear. Some of the happiest
years of our life were spent on a backwoods
farm. We know all about the rough and
tumble, toil and sweat, joy and freedom of
life in the bush. Led by a mightier impulse
than that of mere preference for a particular
vocation, into another profession—the high-
est and holiest man can fill—we yet retain a
* quenchless love for country life and agricul-

tural pursuits. Forbidden to make farming
our business, we are at perfect liberty to
make it our recreation. TUnable to farm on
land, we can do it on paper. Thoroughly
sympathizing with the agriculturist in his
toils and aims, hopes and fears, successes and
failures, we ask no pleasanter occupation, for
our spare time, than that of communicating
with him by means of the printed page, wish-
ing him a hearty *“ God specd the plough,”
and doing what we may to help him in his
tasks, lighten his burdens, and multiply his
joys.

Compelled, by circumstances that need not
be narrated huie, to retire from the editorship
of the Cunadu Farmer, we have decided to
embark in a venture of our own. This course
has been resvlved on in no spirit of hostility
to the Canade Furmer or its publishers
There is a vast field for the circulation of
agricultural periudicals among the farmers of
Ontario alone, tv say nothing of the adjacent
provinces now confederated into the Domin-,
ion of Canada. The last census, taken in
January, 1861, returned no fewer than 131,
983 persons in the then Province of Upper
Canada, engaged in the cultivation of the
soil, and the number is, of course, greater
now than it was eight years ago. If every
one of the number above cited subscribed for
an agricultural journal, as they ought to do,
no fewer than TEN periodicals of the same
character might flourish as luxuriantly as the




2

THE ONTARIO FARMER.

[JANUARY,

Canada Farmer has been doing. Competition
always increases business; supply excites de-
mand ; and we both hope and believe that
another farmers' paper will make room for
itself, without jostling the elbows or tread-
ing on the corns of its predecessor, or being
regarded by the public in the light of a rival,
much less of a foe.

In relationfto the features of this journal,
which will be peculiarly its own, we may ob-
scrve that emigration and the mechanic arts
will hold a prominent place. Many conside-
rations might be adduced to show the im-
portance of every endeavor being made to
bring immigrants to our shores ; while, next
to the farmer, the prosperity of our country
mainly depends on the artisan. In the ab-
sence of a Reciprocity Treaty, of the renewal
of which it is, in our view, idle to dream, we
muss labour hard to get population, and es-
tablish manufactures.  These two things
achieved, we need not trouble ourselves very
much sbout reciprocity. If it can be had
without humiliating concessions, well and
good ; but we do not require to go down on
our marrow bones for it. We have myriads
of acres of as fertile land as the sun ever
shone upon, waiting for inhabitants to takea
living out of it ; and we havea multitude of
streams ready to turn the mill-wheel, run the
spindle, and drive machinery of all kinds.
The promotion of immigration and manufac-
tures should therefore he prime objects with
ns, and this journal will do its utmost to ad-
vance them.

We shall have something to say to * the
young folks at Liome,” and shall endeavour to
publish a piece of choice music in each num-
ber ; features which we are quite sure will
neither be considered uninteresting nor unim-
portant.

We have adopted royal cctavo instead of
quarto as the size of our sheet, in the belief
that many persons will regard it as much
more convenient, especially when the issues

of the year are gathered into a volume. Most |
well-to-do farmers have a hook-case in their
best room, with a pair of glass doors. The
bound Canade Farmer volume would never
go into the book-case, and was therefore
always lying about—perhaps getting buried
among vld newspapers—* out of sight,” and
“out of mind.” This will not be the case
with the ONTARIO FARMER.

While we do not propose to get up a pic-
torial sheet, or to produce a mere picture-
book, we shall, from time to time, furnish su-
perior illustrations of real and permanent
value. Our intentions in this regard may be
inferred from the beginning made in the
present issue, of which we have no cause to
be ashamed.

Our readers will, we trust, be satisfied with
the equivalent we propose to give them for
their money. Every practical person ac-
quainted with publication matters will know
that twelve such issues as that now sent forth
cannot be supplied for a dollar, and leave
much margin of profit. We are content to
work for meoderate remuneration, and look
only for small gains ; but we frankly acknow-
ledge that we must make something, and that
we mean to do it, or quit in disgust. The
public have been informed, in reference to the
Canada Farmer, that “no profit has accrued
from its publicativn ;” that it has been car-
ried on “as a labour of love,” and its origi-
nator has repeatedly declared in private that
it has proved “a dead loss.” Well, it's very
kind and very prtriotic in gentlemen with
long purses to serve their country at immense
pecuniary sacrifice ; but we can't do it, and
wonldn’t if we could. There is no need
of it. 'We can be patriotic without suffer-
i~g martyrdom, and do vur country good
without going into bankruptey, or making
beggars of our wives and children. The
farmers of Ontario are not so mean spirited a
race as to anybody to give them a good
agricultnt.. paper without being fairly paid
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for it.  “ Breathes there a man with soul so
dead™ as not to glow with inward satisfac-
tion atthe prospectof getting 384 suchpagesas
i} these for a dollar ; we don’t want his name
! on our subseription list. We intend to make
Il & good paper, and shall go on the principle
that a just and generous public is willing to
pay value for it.

We shall receive very thankfully whatever
il encouragement and co-operation may be ac-
! corded to us, whether in obtaining subscri-
| bers, forming clubs, or sending items of
j agricultural intelligence, or communications
| suitable for these columns. And now, having
| made our bow, and delivered our inangural
address, we beg leave to retive.

.| AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES, AND LAWS
. ‘ FOR THEIR ENCOURAGEMENT.
:‘ The first formation of Agricultural Societies in
;i this Provinee, so far as we can ascerfain, fook
., place in the year 1825 ; and an Act for the in-
;_ corporation of such Societics was passed in the
, year 1830. TUnder this Act, any Society raising
" by subseription not less than fifty pounds in any
 one year, received une hundred pounds from
{ Provincial funds. This Act was allowed to ex-
! pire in 1836 ; but in 1837, another was passed
i to re-establish Agricultural Societies, grant-
.+ ing them double the amouni of subscriptions
’ raised by them, up to two hundred pounds per

,» annum 3 and forming them into County, Riding
‘; and Township Societies. In 1845, the legisla-
,, tive aid was increased.to treble the amount of
! subscribtions obtained, up to & maximum sun
i of two hundred and fiftv prunds per annum.
‘r In 1846, the Agricultural Association was
! formed, and in 1847, it was incorporated by Act
i of Parliament. The Board of Agriculture was
I organized under an Act of 1850, and in 1851 the
| Agricultural Societies were amalgamated with
the Board, and their respective duties defined.
In 1852, the Bureau of Agriculturo was estab-
lished, and the supervision of the Board and
! Agricultural Societies devolved upon tho Minis-
ter having charge of the Bureau.
In 1853, new Electoral Divisions were formed
|| in the Province, and in 1857, the benefits of the

Agricultural Act were extended to such now
divisions, and provisions were also introduced
to give encouragement to the Arts and Manu-
factures, and to Horticulture. These various
Acts were consolidated in chapter thirty-two of
the Consolidated Statutes of Canada.

In November, 1866, a Convention of Dele:
gates of County Agricultural, and other Socie-
ties was held in Toronto. A draft of a new Bill
was adopted, and submitted to the Hon. the
Commissioner of Agriculiure and Public Works.
This draft, modified in many important particu-
lars, was intreduced Ly him to the Legislature

fvote of the Legislative Assembly on the fourth
of March, 1868.

The following is o bricf synopsis of the law as
it now stands :(—

Section one continues the Bureau of Agricul-
ture, the Board of Agriculture as Council of the
Association, and all lawfully existing Societies
in the Province «. Ontario.

Sections two to seven provide for the detailed
organizations of the Bureau of Agriculture, in-
cluded in which is the duty of encouraging im-
I migration from other countries ; the establish-
| ment of a free Agricultural and Arts and Manu-
factures Library of Reference and Muscum in
connection with the Burean; and the general
supervision of all Agricultural and similar Socie-
ties receiving Legislative Aid.

Sections eight to seventeen provide for the
constitution of the Agricultural and Axts As-
sociation, the mode of election of the members
of its Council of management, and the division
of the Province into twelve Agricultural districts,
each to elect one member to represent it in the
Council.

Sections eightecn to twenty-three provide for
meetings, and detine the functions of the Asso-
ciation. These comprise the duties of the old
Board of Agriculture and the Agricultural Asso-
cistion now amalgamatedin one. The functions
of the Association include the holding of an
annual Provincial Exhibition, establishing an
[ experimental farm, the importation uf improved
breeds of animals, new seeds, agricultural
machines, &c., and the establishment of a
l ‘Veterinary School.

Sections twenty-four and twenty-five provide

2T

of Ontario, and became law by a unanimous |
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for the formation of an ‘‘Association of
Mechanics’ Institutes of Ontario,” and for grant-
ing aid to Bechanics’ Institutes in conducting
evening class instructivns, and the purchase of
practical buvks for their Libraries.

Sections twenty-six to thirty-one authorize
the formation of Horticultural Societies in
towns of not lessthan two thousand inhabitants,
such Sucietics to have all the rights and duties
of Township Socictivs, and to receive grants
from and report to the Electoral Division Socie-
ties of the Divisions in which they are situate.

Sections thirty-two and thiriy-three provide
for the formation of a Provincial Fruit Growers’
Association, and a grant thereto of S350 per
annum. The Association isrequired to present
an Annual Report to the Commissioner, on
fruit culture in the Province.

Sections thirty-four to forty-one provide for
the continuance «of old and the organization of
new Electoral Division Sacicties, and define
the’r functions as similar to those of the Agri-
cultural Association, as to annual exhibition,
importation of sceds, andmals, and other objects,
promoting Agriculiure, Horticulture, Arts and
Manufactures.

The maximum 2nnual grants to rural Divi-
sion Societies is §700, to city and iown Division
Societies, $350.

Sections forty-iwo to forty-four define the
mode of organization, and the functions of
Township Societics, which are similar to those
of the Electoral Division.

Sections forty-five to fifty-four make general
provision relative to all Agricultural Societies;
such as holding of Exhibitions, grants to Elec-
toral Division Societies, and the apportionment
therefrom to the Township Socicties, right of
mombers in voting and filling vacancies of office-
bearers; also impose penalties for false affidavits
of subscriptions received ; and provide that
Societies may purchase land for the j.urposes of
exhibiticn grounds and experimental farms.

Sections fifty-four to fifty-cight empower
municipalities to grant money or lanu in aid of
| any of these Associations ; and alse provide for
police supervision and other necessary regula-
tione at exhibitions.

Schedules of the Agricultural Districts, and
various blank forms, are appended to the Act.

TEE FINANCES OF THE PROVINCIAL
AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION.

An oflicial return was laid before the Legisla-
ture of Ontario, on the Gth. instant, in which
some startling disclosures are made with respect
to the finances of the Provincial Agricultural
Association and the Buard of Agriculture. In
July last the Hon. Mr. Carling, Commissioner
of Agriculture, addressed a letter to Mr. Hugh
C. Thomsun, Secrctary of the Provincial Asso-
ciation, asking for 2 return of the receipts and
expenditures for 1867, and the first half of 1868.
In reply @ very condensed balance sheet for 1567
was forwarded to the Commissivner on the 1st of
September. Among the items is a charge of
$6,338 for a commission of one per cent. on
varivus sums received and paid by the Treasurer
between the years 1852 and 1807. This charge
the Auditors declined io pass, there being no
voucher for . They therefore left it to be dealt
with by the Board, but expressed their opinion
that it was “‘a very moderate charge.” The
only retwrn for the first half year of 1868 is to
the ecffect that the Treasurer had received.
“about ” £600, and paid out “ about” é‘~3,500.

On the 17th October another letter, sent by
order of the Commissioner to Mr. Thomson, re-
quests ““a full return in detail” of receipts and
expenditures, assets and liabilities for the year
1867, and from the 1st January to 1st November,
1868, also showing where balancesare kept, and
under what authority; such return to be forth-
coming on or before the 10tk of November. No
notice being taken of this communication, the
Commissioner caused a letter to be addressed te
B1r. Thomson, under date of November 18, 1568,
calling his attention to the fact that the Com-
missioner’s letier of October I7th was unan-
swered, and informing him that he should take
steps to obtain the information required in the
way provided by the statute. This drew out an
immediate reply from Mr. Thomsen, o the
effect that he would forward the statement *“in
two or three days.” On the 30th November the
Commissioner appointed Thomas White, Esg.,
of Hamilten, to investigate the affairs of the
Board and Association, and notified }r. Thom-
son of Lis having made such appointment. On
the 23d December, Mr. White reported to the
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Commissioner. Thechief points brought out by
him arethese : That, on November 30th, 1808,
there was in the hands of the Treasurer no less
a sum than §12,047 76, including o balance of
21,021 98 of money left from the Paris Exhibi-
tion fund, for which amount the OQttawa Gov-
ernment have been vainly asking for a year or
more. Since November 30th, payment had been
made to the extent of 1,168 76, leaving at the
date of the report $11,000 in the Treasurer’s
hands. DMr. White states that, in reply to 2
written request to be permitted to e¢xamine the
Bank book,’and to be informed of the manner
in which the Bank account waskept, Mr. Denison
informed him there was no account kept with
any bank in the name of the Association ; that
no interest had accumulated on the balance due
fromhim ; that he considered himself personally
I responsible for the monoy belonging to the Asso-
| ciation, but that it was not on deposit in any
% bank ; neither was it available in cash. Mr.
" Tenisonisalsorepresented as havingstatedthathe
, s1ad never given any surcties to the Board, ihe
{ Board having never required them, but that he
} was prepared to give security for the payment of
| any balance for which he was liable.
| Inreference tn the charge of €6,338 for com-
| mission made by the Treasurer, Mr. White re-
ports that it was brought before a recent meet-
Il ing of the Board, but disallowed on the ground
| that, if made at all, it should have been made
| annually. At the same time, however, Mr.
| Denison was allowed, in addition to his regular

being, had all moneys received for the use of the
Board been held sacred to that use, abundant
means to have paid the amount, I think these
sums for renewals are not properly chargeable
against the Board, but should be charged to the
Treasurer personaily.”

On receipt of Mr. White’s report, Hon. Mr.
Carling wrote to the President of the Board,
Hon. David Christie, callipg his attention to the
financial situation, and requesting him to take
steps either to have the balance deposited in
some bank, or to ubtain adequate security for the
amount. In reply, Mr. Christie stated that he
had directed the Secretary to call a meeting of
the Board at an ecarly day, in order that action
might be taken about the matter. Accordingly,
on the evex;ing of the 7th instant, a meeting of
the Board was held in due form,severalinformal
conversational meetings of the members having
taken place in the course of that and the pre-
vious day. The President, Mr. Christie, in in-
troducing the business, detailed the circumsten-
ces which had rendered the meeting necessary,
and reflected very severely on the Commissioner
of Agriculture for the course pursued by him,
and especially for having submitted the returns
to Parliament without first giving an opportu-
nity for the Board to assemble, and act upon the
grave matters at issue. He proceeded to adduce
proof that there had been a bank account kept
in the name of the Board, and that in 1860 it
was ardered that the funds of the Association
should be held subject to the order of the Prési-
dent of the Association, countersigned by the

Secretary. He produced a letter from Mr. Den-
ison, denying that he had stated to Mr. White
that there wasno bank account kept in the name
of the Association, and, further, that he was in
error in saying that there was no surety bond in
existence, such & bond to the amount of $4,000

Il salary of €400 a year as Treasurer, 81,200 for
Il extra services during 1867 and 1868. This allow-
{| ance is included in the financial exhibit which
f appears in DIr. White’s report. There is also
“ among the payments a sum of §319.85 charged
i| for renewals of bank notes. This item is of so

extraordinary a nature that we quote in full
what Dx. Whito says about it. He remarks :

‘‘ These payments were for remewals of a
note, discounted for tho use of the Board of
Agriculture, for 84,500, in connection with the
purchase of property held by the Board. One
thousand dollars were paid upon it, and the
smaller note of §3,800 wes twice renewed, in
February and Alay respectively, and now lies,
, under protest, unpaid. In view of the fact that
f‘ the necessity fur the negotiation of the note, in
il the first instance, and its renewals subsequently,
“ aross out of the default of the Treasurer, there

having been found. The President further
stated that, among the vouchers examined
by NMr. hite, were bank cheques signed
“R. L. Denison, Treasurer B. A.” Oue
of these was for no less a sum than $4,400,
and Mr. White had himself received one such
cheque November 7th, 1863. In regard to the
main point, namely, the present state of the
funds of the Association, Mr. Christic ststed
that, according to the information before the
Board, there was a balance on November 30th,
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1808, of $12,047 76 in favor of the Board. | endorser, and could only have been rendered

This balance a2 month later, December 31st,
1868, had been reduced to £8,253 76, the Treas-
urer having during the month of December
paid §3,794. Besides this the Bank of British
North Amecrica now holds a note for $3,800
against the Board. Mz, Christie concluded by
declaring that the Board courted the utmost pub-
licity, but nad been unfairly dealt with by the
premature publication of aonc-sided report. He
conside.ed that there must be a motive for this,
and he helieved the object was to oust the pres-
ent Boa-d at the approaching elections. But,
though che time was short, they would take care
to driend themselves, and believed that they
weuld get @ verdict in their favor from the pub-
lic they had served so long and so well.

The following resolutions were then adopted
in relation to the matter :

Resolved, That Messrs. Christie, Stone, and
Alexander be empowered to take the necessary

security from the Treasurer for the balance due
by him to the Board.

Resolred, That Messrs. Patton, Osler, and
Moss be consulted as to security.

Our space does not admit of extended com-
ment upon this unpleasant business, but we can-
not dismiss it without briefly remarking :

1. That the country has reason to congratu-
late itself on the practical working of the Act
passed by the Provincial Legislature last ses-
sion, by means of which thorough inquiry into
the affairs of the Agricultural Association has
been secured.

2. That the Commissioner of Agriculture, so
far from being open to cumplaint for the course
taken by him, is entitled to the thanks of the
country for having laid open a state of things
which wurgently needed investigation. His
promptitude is especially to be commended,
since, had he been at all tardy, the Legislature
would have been prorogued, and the Annnal
Meetiugs of Agricultural Socicties over, before
the returns were given to the public.

8. That it is very plain certain members of
the Board, the President and Secretary at least,
muct have been aware of the unsatisfactory
state of the finances, especially in view of the
protested note held by the Bank of British North
America against the Board, which is signed by
the President as maker and by the Treasuver as

necessary by the funds of the Association not
being forthcoming. |

4. That there is no difficulty now in under- I
standing how it has cometopassthat prize-taking ||
exhibitorsall over the Province, have been unable ||
to obtain their premium moneys. The extreme
difficulty of obtaining prize money hasdiscouraged
many persons from exhibiting, and it is every
way to be regretted, that the difliculty should
have arisen from a cause so discreditable.

5. That o still more thorough scrutiny on
some points appears to be required, so much so
that we think the Government would be |
warranted in appointing a Coummission, with
power to examine witnesses and call for docu-
ments, and we trust they may be induced to do so.

6. That the farmers of Ontariv have the
future of the Provincial Agricultural Associa-
tion in their own hands; and, as it devolves
upon them, under the new Act, to reconstruct !
the Board at the annual meetings about to be
held, it will be their own fault if they do not
appoint suitable members, and put the whole ||
concern into good working order. ;

1

[Nore.—Since the above was put in type, the Board |i
of Agriculture have published as their defence, an ac-
count of the proceedings taken at their recent meeting. |
Mr. Thomas White has replied, showing that the {
Board acknowledge the truth of all the substantial ||
allegations of his report; that the statement as to their
being no bank account was Mr. Denison’s and not his
(Mr. White’s), and that there is pretty conclusive cir- |:
cumstantial evidence that such statement was made,
but that this is o comparative’y unimportant point,
though that against which the defence is chiely di-
rected; and finally, that Mr. Christic’s surprise at
these revelations about the state of the fuudsis feigned,
and nct real, since he could not but be aware that the
Treasurer was in default. Mr R. L. Denison has
also published a letter, in which he maintains his right
tn the 96,338 of per centage charged by him, says
“there are other claims” which he feels * equitably
entitled to,” that are still unsettled between him and
the Board, declares his readiness to pay ¢ the balance,
(if any),” at any moment, clears Mr. Christic and the
rest of the Board of all rcsponsibility, and pending
further explanations, asks the public.to withhold its
judgment. This completes the history of the case up
to the date of our going to press, Jan. 1<.--Ep. 0. F.]

A monthly fair will b held in the village of
Paisley, on the last Tuesday of every month.
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A TREAT IN STORE.

—_—

We had hoped quietly to have taken our read-
ers by surprise with a contribution from the
pen of Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, in our first
number. When we intimated to him the proba-
bility of our commencing this periodical, he was
kind enough to say : ¢ Put me down as your first
subscriber, and I'll write you an article for yowr
first number.” On deciding to proceed with the
contemplated undertaking, we informed Mr. B.
of the fact, and claimed fulfilment of the prom-
ise he had given ws. He promptly replied, in-

timating his readiness to furnish the promised

article, named his subject, and enguired when
the copy would be wanted. We informed him
that we should like his manuscript by Januvary
6th, but would wait 2 day or two rather than go
to press without it. On the 8th instant we re-
ceived the following communication :

“Rev. W. F. CLARKE:

‘“BroorLyx, N. Y., Jan. 5, 1869.
“Dear Sir,—I cannot fulfil your request for
an article for your first number, as your request
came so late, that my time has been over-full. I
hope to say a word in season for your second
number. I am glad that you are launched on
your new enterprise. You ought to have a gcod
support, and I do not doubt that you will have
it, and that without prejudice to any existing
interest.
‘¢ Wishing you every success,
¢¢Y am, truly yours,
Hexry Warp BeecHER.”

Our readers may therefore expect to see the
promised contribution in our next issue. Its
subject wiil be : My MisTages 1x Farurxe.”

A DEFECT IN LEGISLATION.

‘While authors are protected by copyright, and
inventors by patent laws, there exists nowhere in
the civilized world, so far as we know, any legal
provision for securing to the originator of anew
plant, flower or fruit, the due reward of his labors.
Such things are not accomplished without an
amount of patient thought, persevering experi-
ment, and scientific research, quite equal to the
toils of the author and the inventor. Yet, no
sooner are these results of the labor of years
offered for sale, than the producer’s chunce of
gainis virtually lost, because of the rapid mul-
tiplication of the novelty he has given to the
world. Surely this is not just. While the most

minute improvements in a machine are protected
by patent, and not a few simple expedients that
ought to be public property are similarly restrict-
ed, o plant, flower or fruit, however valusble,
yields its originator no profit after his first sale, |
which is not shared by anybody and everybody
who chooses to engage in multiplying it. In this
age of reform such a wrong ought to be redressed.

SUPPLEMENTARY AGRICULTURAL BILL.—Just
as we go to press, we learn that the Hon. Mr.
Carling has introduced a Bill to amend the Act

of last Session. It provides for the safe deposit
of Association funds; prompt payment of prize
moneys ; dissolution of Union Township Socie-
ties; and-legalization of the votes of all members
of Agricultural Societies who have paid their
annual subscriptions prior to voting.

AcricurToral Distrrcr No, 6.—We learn
that the Han. David Reesor, of Markhom, is a

candidate for election from this district to the
Board of Agriculture. It comprises York,
Ontario, Peel, Cardwell,and the City of Toronto.

Pusricarioxs Recervep.—Mr. T. J. Day, of
Guelph, sends us a sample of each of the follow-
ing well known annuals :

British Workman, sent by mail4o any address
for 45 cents. Band of Hope Review, 35 cents.
Childrew’s Friend, 45 cents. Infants Magazine,
45 cents.

The Larm,
CHARLOCK OR WILD MUSTARD.

This agrarian weed (Sinapis arvensis) seems
to follow in the wake of cultivation through
all the temperate regions of the globe. Of
late years it has found its way, in common
with other weeds from Europe, ‘into the
Australian Colonies and New Zesland, while
for a generation or two it has proved a frouble-
some pest in various places of British {America
and the United States. In Canada, and our own
Province of Ontario, we sometimes see the
surface of whole fields covered by an almost un-
broken sheet of yellow, to the great injury, if
not exclusion, of the cultivated crop. Tarnips,
barley, and other spring grains are peculiarly
liable to be injured by this pest.

Charlock belongs to the genus Sinapis, which
comprises several species of annual cruciferous
plants, marked by brilliant yellow flowers, with
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2 spreading deci Iuous calyx, an undulated pod,
with a distinct beak, and globular seeds in a
single row, having folded cotylidons. The most
common of these species are the Sinapis
. Nigra (common or brown Mustard), and the
Singpis Albe (White Mustard). The former
is frequently found in waste places and in fields
of neglected cultivation, and i§ often the pre-
vailing Charlock weed. The latter is distin-
guished from the former by its stems being
covered with rough hairs, and its pods termi-
nating in a broad two-edged or degger-shaped
beak. The while mustard is in some places
cultivated rather extensively, but it is also not
unfrequently found in a wild conditiou, assum-
ing the character of an ordinary weed. Its
buds are a pale yellow. The Sinapis arvensis
(Charlock) much resembles the last, but differing
in having the upper leaves lanceolate, erect,
and toothed, not lyrate, and in the pods
being obscurely angular, with a short awl-shaped
beak. The seeds arc brown, resembling those
of S. Nigra.

Although Charlock is an annual weed, its
extirpation is often found in practice to be very
difficult, especially after it has been allowed to
seed without [molestation. Its seeds being so
highly oleaginous will sometimes remain unim-
paired in the ground for indefinite periods of
time, and when brought by the spade or plough
to within an inch or two of the surface, will
begin to germinate, and rapidly produce a
plentiful crop. The digging of a ditch, or
even ploughing a few inches deeper than or-
dinary, will occasionally bring the dormant
seeds of the wild mustard into vegetative
activity, and cause the pest to predominate
where for generations it had been unknown.
In this way seedsmen are occasionally, but
most unjustly, charged with supplying impure
or mixed seed.

The various species of this tribe of plants
are all very prolific, as will appear from the fol-
lowing carefully made estimates of the number
of seeds that have been found in single plants :—

Sinapis arvensis......cceeeeereieneernssn.6,000.
¢ nigra.... ++..8,000.
“ albaeineen.s crreeeaeereaens 3,600,
Raphanus Raphanistrum.............. 5,000.

As the Charlock 1ipens its seeds early in the
season, vsually long before the cereals among
which it appears become matured, it is found in
practice to be difficult to extirpate. Cutting off
the flowers before the seed matures by a scythe
or hook is often resorted to, a practice that is
always more or less injurious to the growing
grain, and is at best but a mitigation, not a
cure. Hand weeding, when the Charlock is not
very thick, if carefully done, can, with confi-
dence, be recommended. DBut the adoption of
the row system, both as regards grain and roots,
which readily admits of keeping the ground

'perfectly clean by hand or horse power, is the

only effectual way of clearing land infested with
wild mustard and most other kinds of weeds.
For ‘this, among other reasons, the introduc-
tion of the row culture a ceniury ago by the
celebrated Tull, constituted a most important
epoch in the history of agricultural improve-
ment. Since in this, as in most other cases, pre-
vention is better than cure, we strongly urge our
farming friends to exercise the most vigilant care
in selecting pwre seed, and equal care in eradi-
cating all weeds that may appear before they
ripen their seed.

The following quaint old song, if it has no-
thing of literary excellence to recommend it,
conveysat all eventssome valuable and practical
suggestions to farmers :—

‘A GLOSTERSHIRE ZONG ON THE KERLOCK.

“The kerlock plant i8 a zite to zee,

As it zhines in the vields like gowld ;
But all yent gowld that glitters free,

I was once by my veather {owld.

Zo I'll take a heow and cut un all up,
All out of the barley ground;

And arter that I’d like to kneow,
Where a bit of nast* can be vound.

But 2 zays, zays he, it aint no use
For to go to a girt expense ;

For twall come again whatever thee doos,
In a year or two vrom hence.

But passon zays as every weed,
Like the turmits and whate we sows,
Must al come up vrom a sort 0 zeed,
Zo I wunt let un zeed if I kneows.

But I'll take a heow and heow’n all clane,
All out of the barley ground ;

Vor it I doan’t let un zeed ’tis plane
Noi a bit of nast will be vound.”

* Nast is a generic term for weeds, Picking nost
or burning nast, will mean picking of couch &c., an

burning weeds.




|
oo

THE ONTARIO FARMER. 9

THE COST AND PROFIT OF A TURNIP
] CROP. :

To the Editor of the ONTARIO FARMER :—

Sir,—In the Canade Farmerof the 1st Dec.,
ult., I find the following communication over
the signature of ‘“Dewdrop” :—

¢¢ At this season of the year, one often hears
the question asked ‘whether root crops really
dopayy and as they are certainly becoming
daily of more importance in Canadian agricul-
ture, it iz probable that many would give them
a trial, were they not deterred from doing so,
by the seemingly enormous cost attendant there-
on. If, therefore, some of your readers who
have been in the habit of cultivating this crop,
would give their experience of the cost per
acre, I think it would be conferring a benefit
on the farming community.

I append hereto my own estimated cost per
acre of a crop of turnips :

B LTS oL N 34 00
Seed, 3 1bs., at 30 cents (say) -... 100
Ploughing twice......eevevecierennnnn 4 00
Cultivating, harrowing, &e... 200
Hoeing twice......coevvveeenannes 10 00
Pulling....ccccueee. . 250
Carting ..o eviveseeeerine e e 250

- Manure, 20 loads at 50 cents..... .10 00
Carting, spreading, &c............. . 10 00
Total.cuennieieiieieirinisaereaeecereeneen 346 00

“ There is, besides, the expense of making
the drills and putting in the seed. If I am
correct in the above estimate, nothing short
of an extra crop will balance the cost.”

With regard to the question ‘¢ whether it
really does pay to raise root crops,” the answer
depends somewhat upon how root crops are man-
aged. That a root crop properly managed does
pay, is beyond a doubt, it being an ascertained
fact, and consequently indisputable. If ““Dew-
drop” would just be at the trouble to take a
drive through the several townships in the
vicinity of Guelph, at the fall of the year, and
have a chat with the farmers residing in those
townships as to the profitableness of a root crop,
I am thoroughly convinced that he would never

again ask the above question, and would feel

himgelf more than ccmpensated for his time
and trouble. Nor would his friends and neigh-
bours, after the representation of the result of
his visit, ever more be skeptical as to the
paying of root culture! :

Before I proceed to discuss the items in
“Dewdrop’s” letter, I must inform him thathe
hasstarted altogether on a wrong principle. In
the first place, he charges his turnip crop with
ten dollaxs per acre for manure, and ten dol-

lars for carting and spreading the same. We
will take it for granted that he is a farmer, and
that the manure used is not purchased, but
made upon the faxm from his stock and previous
crops. 'Why, then, should this manure be charg-
ed at all? But allowing that it should be, why
is the whole cost of manure and carting it out
to be laid wpon the root crop? Do not the two
or three succeeding crops share in the benefit
of that manure, and in the good culture of the
s0il for the root crop! I well know that many
growers of root crops fall into the same error, so
that ““ Dewdrop” is not alone in that respect.
But on reflection I think he will plainly see the
nistake he has made. ¥e has, moreover, put
the item too high, in charging ten dollars for
cartage and spreading of the manure, as an
active man and lad will, with a spanof horses
and waggon, or with two carts and two horses,
if the manure yard is but an ordinary distance
from the field, manure and spread an acre a
day. Therefore, ten dollars an acre is too high
a charge for such work. The item set down for
preparing the land is about right, provided the
soil is in an ordinary good state of culture to
begin with. If, however, very foul, it would
require morc working. This again should not all
be charged to the rootcrop. The crops that fol-
low will luxuriate therein, and will yield more
abundantly for the previous labor the soil has
had, consequently a portion of that labor should
in reality be chargeable to those crops. Then
ten dollars for hoeing the crop twice over is
quite too much—half the amount would be
ample, as three expert hands would readily
hoe out all weeds and super-abundant plants of
an acre in one day, and two hands would be
sufficient the second time going over. The
horse turnip hoe is not named. This, if used,
as 1t certainly ought to be, would as a matter
of course reduce thehand-hoeing very materially,
and could be performed in a couple of hours. At
the expiration of three or four weeks the crop
ought again to have the aid of the horse hoe or
cultivator.

Next comes the charge for pulling up the
turnips. Growers of turnips generally, in this
part of the province at least, have discarded
that slow and expenstve process. Our plan now,
after having cut off the turnip tops with ashaip,

U
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hand hoe, so that they can either be carted off
or left for the cattle, or be ploughed in, (the
Intter being by far the more remunerative plan,)
is to go over the ground twice with a pair of
harrows. An active lad, with a span of horses,
will readily go twice over seven or eight ncres
in a day, and in this operation every turnip of
& proper size will be pulled up, and the action of
the harrows will free them entirely from adher-
ing soil, if it be dry. This, your correspondent
will see, is afar more expeditious and less .xpen-
sive way of securing the crop.  The item for pul-
ling may thereforebe struck out.

But [or carting, he has not charged enough. It
woula t.ke a man and alad two days to pit, or

stow away an acre of six or seven hundred bush-
els, which I consider only a fair crop. But a
farmer may just as well grow eight hundred to
a thousand bushels of turnips, mangel wurtzel,
or carrots, as grow his four or five hundred,
which is, I believe, about the average crop, I re-
gret to say, grown throughout this province.
Manure more heavily, and, as an auxiliary, add
either plaster and ashes mixed, superphospate of
lime, bone-dust, or plaster and salt mixed, and,
with the quantity of seed named, three pounds
per acre (not less), all operations carvied on in a
proper manner, at a right time, and the season
favorable, you may safely look for eight hundr «d
to a thousand bushels per acre. It would take
up too much space, and more time than I could
just now afford, to enter more fully, or as 1
could wish, into further particulars regarding the
culture of the Turnip, which might probably be
of some advantage to ¢ Dewdrop,” and, per-
haps, also to others who may not be quite so
well posted in this matter as one who has had
forty years’ practical experience in root culture.
But, if I should be able towards, or efor theeb
turnip season commences, I shall, if acerptable
to you, be glad to furnish you with an article on
turnip culture. {We shall be very thankful to
get such a communication.—-Ep. ]

I find that your correspondent, though giving
us his calculation as regards the cost in growing
an acre of turnips, says nothing about the yield.
He therehy leaves us quite in the dark as to
profit and loss. We will, however, surmise that
Le gathered six hundred bushels per acre. Then
we will first calculate their value, as though con-
sumed on his farm, at ten cenis a bushel;
that would be sixty dollars, eight hundred bush-
els would be eighty, one thousand bushels would
be one hundred doliars per acre. But, as your
correspondent dates from Hamilton, he should
sell his crop, or part of it, in the market, in
which case he would more than double the
amount above named, as I happen well to know
that turnips generally fetch from twenty to
twenty-five cents a bushel. This season they
sold at nearly double that price! The question
therefore is soon ansveered as to a root crop

4
Yeing a paying one. Taking ¢ Dewdrop’s” own [}‘
calculation at forty-six dollars for labour items, a t
very large margin in either of the above calcu- |}
lations is left for profit. l} :

But if his whole crop should be consumed on Jj
the farm, he must then calculate how much i
more beef, mutton and wool are produced. Also )
the extrn health and condition of all his store ‘
and breeding stock must be taken into account, )
besides the extra quality of manure made from
the consumption of said turnip crop, no incon-
siderable item, as the increased yield of future
crops will convince him.

I am, dear sir,
Respectfully yours,
LEICESTEKENSIS.
Gueren Towxsuir, 31st Dec., 1868.

GLEANINGS FROM THE AGRICULTURAL
PRESS. ;

Tnder the above head, we shall collect brevi-
ties from all sounrces, and we request those to
whom we are indebted for items, to accept the
acknowledgment implied by the word ¢ Glean-
ings,” when more express mention of authorities
is not made.

NEWS ITEMS.

Eight thousand sheep perished in a snow
storm in south-eastern France, recently, causing
their owners a loss of £35,000.

The annual meeting of the North Riding of |§
Huron Agricultural Society will be held &t ||
Londesborough, on the 20th instant.

A semi-annual fair will be held at the village
of Teeswater, on the second Tuesdays of April
and October.

An enterprising London firm is about tv estab-
lish a cheese factory at Mallow, in the south of
Ireland.

Two young ladies of Iowa have taken up land
in the State under the Homestead Act, and pro-
pose removing upon it, to run a farm on their
own account.

At the Mount Forest Caltle Fair, on the 16th
ult., the average prices were—for oxen $60 to
876 ; steers, £35 to $45; cows, $16 to $20, and
heifers $10 to $S14.

The Butchers’ Association of New York have
awarded to Mr. Gteorge Oliver, of Galt, a valu-
able silver cup for the best sheep brought into
their market this season.

The first quarterly fair at Port Perry last week
was very successful. A large crowd attended
from all parts of the riding ; the stock was ex-
cellent, and sales encouraging to breeders.
Beeves changed hands at from $4 to $5. :

The second Monthly Cattle Fair held lately at
Paris did not come up to expectations. A
large quantity of excellent stock was exhibited
but few buyers were present. There was among
the sales one car load of sheep for Buffalo.
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In England the average yield of wheat per
acre i8 twenty-four bushels; in the United
States, twelve bushels ; in California, forty-five
bushels ; and in Santa Clara valley, ninety
bushels.

Barley has of late been largely irported into
! the United States from England,— a new thing
under the sun, —and guite reversing the ordin-
ary current of trade. John Bull will growl if it
should raise the price of beer

The Globe sums up the result of the last two
Provincial Fairs—XKingston and Hamilton. The
entries wt the former in 1867 were 4,342 ; at the
Jatter in 1868 the number was 6,620. Prizes
B award at the former, §9,630; at the latter,
N 311,120.
| Myr. H. W. Tilton, Walpole, Mass., has re-
recently received per bark Melbourne from
Ardrossan, Scotland, & pair of Ayrshire cattle.
These animals were selected from different
breeds, with & great deal of care ; Mr. Tilton’s
determination being, to add to his already fine
herd, nothing but what would improve and
beautify it.

The U. 8. Commissioner of Agriculture has
presented his report of the seventh year’s doings
of his Department. It deprecates a renewal of
the Canadian Reciprocity Treaty or any thing
like it, and appeals to Congress for means to
prosecute further investigations into the diseases
§| threatening or attacking farm stock, and to pub-
B! lishthe report made by Professor Gumgee vn the
Texas fever.

The State Agricultural College of Michigan
has just imported from England a Pulper for the
" preparation of food for stock. The pulped roots
| are mixed with cut straw or other cut feed. It

is claimed by many of the best farmers of Eng-

land, that this method of preparing food is better
| than cooking, both as furnishing better food, and

as heing much more economical. This pulper
, wil' Je run by horse power.

i

rhe Commissioners of Drainage, Genesee Co.,
Michigsn, seems by their recent report to the
Boara of Supervisors to hdve been doing a pretty
fair business in the matter of land drainage for
d1 the last five years. The total number of miles
#|' of ditching during this time is 196, at a cost of
854,323. In many instances the owners of land
through which a ditch passes elect to do the
! work themselves, and uniformly at a consider-
al! able diminution of the cost per rod as compared
' ! with that let out by the job.

‘ The London Athenenm learus from Buenos
Ayres that a company had been formed, with
f|' the sanction on the Government, to export live
i cattle to Europe ; the endeavors to establish a
trade in dried and smoked ineat not having suc-
I ceeded. TFor this new enterprise seven large
R|' steamers are to be built in Englund, fitted to
%' carry 1,200 head of cattle each, to distill 8,000
§|; gallons of sea water every day, and to accomplish
|| the voyage from the River Plate to England in
in twenty-five days.

A meeoting of Agricultural representatives
from the east,west and north ridings of Hastings,
Prince Edward, Lennox and Addington, forming
one Electoral Division, was held ot Belleville on
the 19th inst., to select a Divector of the Pro-
vincial Association. The division was then di-
vided by agreement, and the three last named
counties obtained the first chvice. Mr. B. Mal-
lory, of Addington was selected. The mnext
choice belongs to Hastings.

The Farmer, (Scottish,) says :—‘“ Perhaps one
of the largest pigs in England, if not in the
world, is now the property of Mr. Lloyd, of
Bredon, Worcestershire, who purchased it of a
neighbour, when two months old, at 17s. 6d.
This wonderful animal is now 22 months old,
meansures nine feet six inches from end of nose to
tip of tail, 5 feet round the mneck, nearly nine
feet yound the body, and stands 4 feet high.
Hundreds of people have already flocked to see
the monster, and the owner has been strongly
advigsed to have him exhibited through the
country which he now contemplates doing. The
pig is merely the usual breed of the neighbour-
hood, and has no particular pedigree.

BRIEF MENTIONS.

A horse needs a blanket over his breast far ||
more than his back. That protects his lungs.
Tt is well to let him stand a minute or iwo
after driving before blanketing, that the blanket
may not be saturated with the perspiration.
——Two crops a year are raised by many farmers
—one a cron of weeds.——Four turkeys were
cooped up and fed with meal, boiled potatoes,
and oats; four others of the same brood were
treated in a similar manner in anothar pen, but
with a pint daily of finely pulverized charcoal
added to the food. All eight were killed the
same day, and those fed with the charcoal were
found to weigh a pound and a half more than
the others, and to be of much better quality. ——
Build safe, easy stairs where needed in barns,
and save breaking your bones climbing danger-
ous ladders.——Let not the people of our day
laugh at the tulip- mania or the hen fever of
other years. It is potatonow. Last spring the
Barly Rose sold in the New York market at
8120 a bushel, but that iz nothing to a new
variety over which fanciers are running crazy.
In one case a few days since sixteen potatoes
brought $825; twelve potatoes brought §615;
one potato brought §50 ; one was traded for a
good cow valued at $60. —Buying patent rights
to sell again is one of the easiest ways of throw-
ing away money a farmer ever found,——
Wigon axles should be greased lightly but
often. Lard is not good. Tallow is the best
for wooden axles and a few drops of castor oil
exactly meets the wants of iron axles,——There
is very little nutriment in a well ripened corn
cub, and people are concluding that, if it was
worth while to grind the cob with the kernel to
feed out, nature would have fixed the cob in
eatable shape before mills were made.~——A
correspondent of the Germantown Telegraph
thinks four hundred and forty-eight cubic feet
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of hay comes as near the correct figures for aton
as actual trial will give him.——Some think that
hen manure carefully composted and cared for
is worth ag mmch for gardening as the corn the
hen eats costs.——The oats that always covers
stable manure with green blades in the spring is
a living witness that grain fed whole to stock,
especially to old horses with poor teeth, is much
of it wasted.——A Massachusetts man got the
better of the potato bugs which threatened to
ruin his crop last sumumer. His ducks did the
work for them.—Potatoes supposed to be
seventy-seven years old were planted at Lewis-
burg, Pa., this season, and yielded nice tubers.
——Some high authorities believe that western
emigration has already reached the limit of
strictly agricultural territory, the great plains
of the Missouri being pastoral but not arable.
If true, that means a thickening up of the In-
terior states, ane a steady and certain rise in
prices of land.— --A sponge will hold more
water than a brick. Which fact hints at the
value of stirring the soil in dry weather.——The
absence of the horse races seriously diminished
the receipts of the late Ilinois State Fair. Of
course. So it lessens the grocer’s profits when
he stops selling whisky. Betterafair that donw’t
pay without horse racing than a paying fair with
it.——A patient man counted the number of seed
pods on a plant of purslane, and found—mul-
tiplying by the average number of seeds in apod
—that the single plant produced 415,170 seeds.
Nature is liberal.———In England there are
many farmers swwho more than support them-
selves and large families on the products of six
acres, besides paying heavy rents. Some agri-
culturists in Germany who are proprietors of five
acres, support themselves o two, and lay up
money on the product of the remainder.——The
best way to bring up cows at night is a good
““mess” waiting for them—fresh cut corn,
““slops,” bran and water, cut pumpkins, or
anything of the sort.———As the country becomes
more thickly settled drouths increase. The
science of farming will soon need 2 new branch,
the ‘“ How to prepare for drouths.”——Wide-
tired wagon wheels would save three times their
cost in the wear of roads and horses, if all the
world would adopt them.——A Prussian remedy
for a bee sting is to crush out the juice of an
onion, add a pinch of salt, and apply the mix-
ture to the sting.——To teach a cow to drink
slops, or eat meal and water, put a little salt on
the top.——Animals worry when they are not
fed at the regular hour; when they worry
they lose flesh For that reason it pays to
be regular in feeding.—Good fences pay
better than law suits with neighbours.——That
famous fish propagator, Seth Green, is of opinion
that every acre of water is worth two of land,
and that 1t can be ““tilled” at a thousandth
part of the expense. He is not far wrong.——
A merciful man will provide his stock with
comfortable winter guarters, and find ample re-
ward in food economized.—Rats and mice will
not board long in a corn crib, odorous with the
fumes of coal or gas ter; neither can they be

happy among sheaves of oats, slightly sprinkled §

they give more milk, but!because when past milk- f
ing they malte most beef.—Haste, waste 3 waste, 17

with wood ashes.—London dairymen have de-
cided that grade short-horns pay best, not becanse

want.—Cows should be milked regularly and

clean.—¢‘Plough, plough well—manure.” This |4
was Cato’s reply when asked the secrét of suc- }
cessful farming.—A Rritish authority thinks i3
that stagnant water is often the causc of abortion §
in cows and other domestic animals.—Forest |
a  capital mulch, and, when 3§
rotted, an excellent manure.—\When a cow or }
ox gets choked, it is said that immediate relief 3
may Dbe obtained by strapping up a fore-leg and 4
compelling the animal to jump.—The Ohio Far- §
mer agserts that standing on dry plank floors '
produces nine-tenths of the foot and ankle ¥

leaves make

ailments which afflict the horse.

—— Buckwheat is cxcellent provender for g
It is more commonly

all cattle and swine.
ground up with corn and oats, and the meal fed
in connection with cut hay or straw.

—— Deeper cultivation must be gradually §
secured by putting the plough down o little '}
This is better than bringing B

deeper each’ year.
up a great depth of subsoil at one operation.

says that costiveness and its accompanying evils

are the main cause of sows destroying their |4
young, #nd that green and other proper food is 3

the preventive and cure.

-—— It pays as well to curry a cow as a horse.
All who have fairly tried it find great benefit
from the operation. And yet not one farmerin
a hundred makes it a practice to use the card or
curry-comb in the cow-stable.

——— A correspondent of the Journal of Agri-
culture says he finds his clay loam grounds in-
crease more in productiveness by the use of
eight bushels of salt to one bushel of plaster per
acre, than from the application of barn-yard
manure.

—— At a late mecting of the Herkimer (N.

Y.) }armers’ Club, Judge Graves .said the best
fertilizer he ever used in his garden, was water
which had leached ghrough well rotted horse
manure, firmly packed into & barrel, the water
being applicd at the top.
Mangel wurzels undergo 2 curing pro-
cess after they are stored, and it is hest to use
them in the latter part of winter and spring. If
they loosen the bowels,feed in smaller quantities.
They should always be used in connection with
some dry fcod.

—— Cows that hold up milk, Mr. Johnson
says, can be cured if they will drink sour milk.
After drinking, and as soon as they begin to
lick the pail, they will give down freely.. He
has tried it with cows that would give about
two-thirds the proper quantity, retaining the
other portion. Then he gives them the milk to
drink, and waits until they begin to lick the
pail. when he has no trouble in obtaining the
remainder. He has tried meal, salt, and various
things, but found nothing to produce such an
effect as sour milk.

[JANUARY, §

A writer in the American Stock Journal §

i
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W —— A goodwayto make hens lay in winter
B that want to sit, is to confine them in a light

B coop in the yard among other fowls ; give water,

BB but very little food, for three days or more, as
=¥ may be necessary, and after this feed abundantly,
W civing pork-scraps or other rich food with grain.
JE ~ —— Carrots are one of the best kinds of feed
R for horses, and should be fed about two to four
8 quarts a day, in connection with other feed ;
W more will do no harm, as hay, oats, or corn
B mecal. Wash the yoots, and run them through
8 o root cutter, or in the ubsence of a machine,
B slice or mash them in some other way.

-——M. Monny de Mornay, in an official re-
¥ port on the French agricultural enquéte, devotes
a chapter to the question of agricultural capital,

B of which he states there is generally an insufti-
@ ciency to meet the growing requirements of
oy Trench farmers,—a difliculty by nc means pecu-

& liar to France.

—— A writer in, the Rural Gentleman says,
ashes operate as a manure upon wheat, even
in the limited quantity of eight bushels per
# acre. They push the wheat forward several
B days, and in fime to escape the hot, sultry days
which often prevail about the time of the
B heading out” of the wheat ; and they strengthen
d the stem, giving it substance and solidity.

8 —— Omin Johnson writes the New Hamp-
B shive Farmer’s Record about curing rennets.
¥ Ho suys they ought never to be dried inside out.
il He adds:—‘“When taken from the calf, put a

& handful of fine salt into it, lay it aside for a

R week or more—they will not hurt—then siretch
¥ them on sticks, not turned inside out. When
taken off the stick, see that both ends are tied
R or closed up tight. Xeep a year’s stock before-
B hand. I think one cured in this way is worth

i two dried inside out.”

e Live Stock.

; THE PRINCE OF WALES’ PRIZE HERD.
; (SEE FRONTISPIECE.)

We have much pleasure in presenting our
¥ readers with an engraving, the like of which has
B never, so far as we know, embellished any agri-
B cultural periodical published on this continent.
§ It is, in fact, six engravings in one, being a pic-
B ture of the entire herd of Short Hotns—one
f male and five females—to which was awarded
B the Prince of Wales’ prize at the last Provincial
Exhibition. That this Leantiful illlustration
may come out as perfectly as possible, and that
any of our readers who may wish to do so, may
B e enabled to frame it, or place it in a portfolio,
B without interfering with the reading matter, we
B have coused it to be printed on & separate page
of fine tinted paper, and pasted in lightly so as
Bl to be readily detached.

The herd here illustrated is, as all our readers
doubtless know already, the property of M. H.
Cochrane, Esq., of Compton, Quebec, a gentle-
man who has recently entered the lists as a
Short Horn breeder, with so much spirit, judg-
ment and pluck, as to have won for himself at
once the foremost place among the stock men of
Canada. Mosy of the animals in the group
herewith shown are doubtless alrveady familiar,
at least by name, to most of our readers. The
world-renowned ‘‘Reosedale” is the central
figure at the top of the illustration ; ‘¢ Miss Max-
garet 3rd” is on her right; ‘Sanspareil the Sth”
on her left 5 ¢ Maid of Atha” just below ‘‘ Rose-
dale,” and ¢ Miss Margaret ; ” the fine imported
bull, ““Baron Booth” andthe imported heifer calf
¢ Wharfdale Rose ” being at the bottom of the
picture. After winning the Prince of Wales’
prize at our Exhibition last September, this
magnificent herd was taken to the New York
State Fair, and there won the gold medal of the
New York State Agricultural Society. A male
and female, the two choicest Short Horns in
their respective classes, owned byZFMr. Coch-
rane, do not appear in this group, viz.: *‘ 1ith
Duke of Thorndale,” a splendid three-year old
bull, and ‘“Duchess 97th,” the costly Booth
heifer imported by Mr. Cochrane last summer.
We forbear further observations on this noble
herd, as we shall most likely be enabled to se-
cure individual engravings of the leading ani-
mals composing it for future numbers of the
OxtarRO FARMER, in connection with which 2
more minute account of them and their pedi-
grees will be given.

CATTLE COMMISSIONERS' CON-
VENTION.

An important Convention was held at Spring-
field, 1L, Dec’r 1st, and three folowing days.
The objects were the investigation of the Texas
cattle disease, the adoption of recommendations
to the legislaturesof the several States and Can-
ads, respecting the most efficacious legal means of
preventing the spread of the disorder, and
endeavouring to secure by the establishment
of suitable Tegulations, throughout the United
States and Canada, better caxe of animals while
intransit. Delegates were present from Illinois,
Missouri, Yowa, Wisconsin, Michigan, Indians,

o mmnn ae
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Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Mas-
sachusetts, Rhode Island, and the Province of
Ontario. The main points established by the
evidence adduced at the Convention in regard

to the malady, are as follows:—

*The Texas cattle are not, probably, affected
by the disease in Texas. Cattle taken from the
north to the central and southern parts of the
State die of the disease, and a similar disease is
common among the horsesin Texas. Texas cat-
tle brought north, either by water or rail, or
driven on foot, may communicate the disease to
native cattle, but, probably, proper treatment
while on the way would decrease the danger of
such communication. Texas cattle do have the
disease, and die from it, in the north, but
much more rarely than do native cattle. 0ld
native cattleare much more susceptible to the
disease than young ones. Comparatively few
sucking calves die from it ; in some cases calves
drew milk from the cows until the death of the
latter, but still did not take the disease. Unless
in very rare instances, the disease has not been
communicated to native cattle kept in enclusures
in which Texas cattle have not been. Eat-
ing where Texas catile have grazed, drinking
where they have drank, or, at least, passing over
the ground where they have been driven, seems
necessary to communicate the disease to native
cattle, although apparent exceptional cases have
been known. There is scarcely a doubt that
severe frosts remove danger of communication
of the disease, and that after Texas cattle have
been wintered in Northern States they will not
communicate the disease. In very rare cases,
if at all, have native cattle communicated the
disease to others. Generally no evil effects
are known to have followed the use of the milk
or flesh of the diseased cattle Rabbits have
taken the disease from beingfed on the diseased
flesh. The disease as seen in New York is of
a more aggravated character than in the West.
The enlargement of the spleen is, perhaps, the
only easily detected internal symptom of the
disease which is found in all cases. In all cattle
affected with this disease a minute fungus,
or cryptogamic plant or spores are found in the
blood corpuscles which are disorganized. They
are also found to a less extent in the blood of
healthy Texas cattle, but are not found in
healthy mnative cattle. Whether they are a
cause or effect of the disease isnot settled. Ticks
are found on all cattle with this disease, and on
at least a very large proportion of the healthy
Texas cattle. Scientific men, perhaps without
exception, discard the theory thattheticks cause
or communicate the disease. No certain cure for
the disease has been found. Carbolic acid is
highly valuable as a disinfectait or a preven-
tive, and in the treatment of the disease, butit
should be used with caution, asinjury results
from the use of strong solutions.”

The following recommendutions were adopted

by the Convention :—
Sec. I. Three commissioners, or such other

number as the Legislatures shall deem proper, |[§
ghall be appointed by some competent authority, |8
to hold their offices five years, and report annu- {3
ally to their Legislatures. 13

2. Such commissioners shall watch over the /3
general welfare of enimals within the State for i
which they are appointed, and particularly to i§
prevent the spread of dangerous diseases among |;
them, and of protecting the people of the State 4
against the dangers arising from the consump- §
tion of diseased meat.

3. They may from time to time appoint such ¥
assistant commissioners to aid them in the dis-
charge of these dutes as the welfare of the 'f§
public may require. R

4. They should have power to administer |
oaths and to prescribe from time to time such §
rules and regulations as may be mnecessary to 8§
accomplish the objects of their appointment.

- 5. They shall give public notice of the out- @
break of any dangerous disease, and such prac- i@
tical directions for its avoidance as they may ‘

deem necessary. "

6. They may either place such diseased cattle i@
in quarantine, or cause them to be killed, as may §
seem necessary for the public protection, but in ¥
the latter case they shall cause an appraisal of &8
such cattle to be made, and the county or State '§
shall pay such proportion of the appraised value §
a8 may be provided by lew. -

See. II. The commissioners, or any assistant (8
commissioners, located on the frontiers of the |
State, shall, atsuch times as may be prescribed |
by the commissioners, have power to inspect all |
the animals brought into such State, whether by ‘ §
railroad cars, vessels or common roads, and shall g
have power to detain such railroad cars, vessels,
drovers or animals on common roads long §
enough to make a proper inspection of them, I8
for the purpose of ascertaining their sanitary ||
condition. 9

2. No animal shall be permitted to enter the '§§
State which shall be deemed diseased by such '§
assistant commissioner, and which shall be cap- |§
able of diffusing dangerous diseases, or of |§
injuring the health of the inhabitants, but an @
appeal shall be allowed to the majority of the |j8
comiissioners in all such cases.

3. No train shall be allowed to proceed unless |§
the animals contained therein have been supplied |§
with food, water and rest, within twenty-four
hours next preceding the time of such inspection.

4. All animals shall rest and have access to
food and water for a similar period.

5. The railroad companies shall provide suit-
able yards for feeding, watering and resting the
animals travelling on the trains, and for quar-
antine purposes, which shall be kept in a clean |}
and wholesome condition, to the satisfaction of |
the commissioners. . ;

6. Each train on leavingitspoint of departure |
shall have certifcates signed by an assistant |
commissioner, which shall ceriify that all the ]
animals therein were in a health; condition at /3
the time of departure, and also the exact time {
of its leaving, and such certificate and indorse- |8
ments thereon of the time of resting and the |8

a




& 1569.] THE ONTARIO FARMER. 15

@ time of departure of the train at subsequent
R resting and feeding places, shall be exhibited to
the proper authorities whenever required.

7. Proper penalties should be inserted to pre-
vent the Dbribery of officers charged with the
execution of these provisions. .

8. Proper penalties should also be provided
for those who interfere with or resist the officers
charged with the execution of these provisions.

Sec. III. 'WHeREAs, A malignant disease
among cattle, known as fever, has been widely
disseminated by transit of train and other sources
to Western cattle through the Western and North-

§| western States during the warm weather of the

year, occasioning great loss to our farmers, pos-
sibly endangering the health of our citizens
therein.

Resolved,—That this Convention earnestly re-
cominend the enactment of stringent laws to pre-

B vent the transit throngh these States of Texas

or Cherokee cattle from the first day of March

to the last day of November inclusive.

[l Resolved,—That the interests of the community

gl require the enactment of laws making any person
B responsible for all damages that may result from

the diffusion of any dangerous disease from

B snimals iv his ownership or possession.

After some discussion, the period named for

the non-introduction of Texas caitle. appears to

@ have been changed s0 as to read from March 1
®| to November 1. The above recommendations,
as a whole, appear to be such as the case re-
B cuires, with the exception of the second resolu-
Bl tion under Sec. III, which, unless guarded in

B some way not indicated, might work very op-

pressively, and therefore seems open to just
objection. Moreover, in fixing responsibility
§| there ought, in our view, to be some distinction
§ made between transient drovers and resident

¥ farmers, and the former made more directly and
| heavily liable than the latter. By this means a
& clieck may be applied to the introduction of dis-
j cased cattle into healthy districts.

A LADY’S OPINIONS ABOUT STOCK-
BREEDING.

B Lady Pigot of Branches Park, Newmarket, is
{ one of the most noted breeders of Short Horn
fl Cattle in England. Inthe preface toa catalogue
#8 of her Herd, recently published, she makes some

3 very common-sense remarks, and we quote an

§ extract or two to show what a lady can say as
% well as do in reference to stock-breeding. She

& says : ‘‘Iknow that some breeders have laughed

§ ot my making such & point of the milking pro-

1 § perties of a cow, but T am certaju that we shall

eventually have to consider this as the next step
in which we must improve our cattle.” ¢That

a propensity to milk well is traceable through a
whole family no one can doubt who has been
at the trouble of noticing, aven in one limited
herd, what differences thero are as to one tribe
being always good forthe pail, the other just the
reverse : and when we see farmers prefer the
great, coarse, half-bred bull for their herds of
dairy stock, rather than give a trifle more for a
smaller, but purer bred beast, can we wonder
at the scores of slow-gowing mongrels that fre-
quent our fairs and markets ! But to go a step
farther—do farmers, as a rule, ask what sort of
a milker the dam, grand dam, etc., was of the
bull they are about to buy? Seldom, if ever.
At the auction of the late Mr. J. Cloun’s herd,
last year, two miles distant, a friend of mine
heard a farmer say, when a non-pedigreed cow
wasg brought into the ring, ¢ Ah, them’s the sort,
none o’yer high-fashioned stock for me ; I likes
’em with constitcotions, and black noses, and
crumpled up horns;’ and he actually bid for
and got the ugly thing, though the pedigreed
cow, just before sold, was & neat, compact little
cow and a great milker, and both went within
a pound one of the other! So much for the
ordinary farmer’s sagacity ! But we have men
of great intelligence and powers of appreciation,
though certainly, in my humble judgment, not
many of them are to be found in Suffolk.”

In reference to paying extravagantly high
prices for choice animals, her ladyship gives a
bit of her own experience as follows :—

‘“ Victoria Regia is a marvellous breeder ; 506
guineas was given for her dam, Victoria, in
1860, and when Ward brought home my new,
unseen purchase, he gravely shook his head.
¢ She’s just & neat little cow, but—500 guineas
and the journey money—uwell, well ! to be sure
her ladyship knows best !’ Ward evidently be-
grudged the money. Victoria bred V. Regia,
V. Rubra, and Prince Victor, and died of ir. flam-
mation of the lungs a week after the l.tter’s
birth. V. Rubra also died ; and the non-lovers
of Short-horns were delighted ! How they twit-
ted me with their remarks as to the “ risk,”
¢“ unprofitableness,” and *‘ absurdity ” of giving
such ¢ wicked prices.” Theircondolences sav-
ored more of sarcasm than sympathy, but I went
onmy way. And I now affirm that Victoria
was the cheapest purchase I ever made.”—Lady

Pigot has sold of the produce of this remarkable
cow about $14,000 worth of stock. Ore of many
illustrations of the proverb, applicable to stock-
breeding as well as to other matters, the best is
cheapest.

CITY MILK.

Cincinnati employs a City Milk Inspector.
Thus far his labors have resulted only in obtain-
ing proof of the extent to which milk in that city
is diluted with water and poisoned with filth.
The water admixture has been found to average
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fully tawenty-five per cent., and in some cases it is
more thaw one-half. For this mixture the city
paysannually §1,578,800. The Inspector’s obser-
vations among the dairy stables reveal the fact
that they are, for the most part, foul and filthy

" places, where th e cows are confined in close,

narrow stalls, “lying in manure most of the
time,” bredthing the same air over and over
again, and, very naturally, manure frequently
dropping into the milk.

The dubious character of city milii is one of
the chronic troubles of city life. Nor is it easy
to find an effectual antidute ful the evil. Keep-
ing a cow in the cityis a co.utly and difficult
affair. Persunal inspection of the stabling of the
dairyman with whom you deal is a precaution,
80 far as it goes, which may set the mind some-
what at rest asto the filth difficulty, but itleaves
him quite at liberty to miitk the pump, which, it
has been facetivusly said, is the city dairyman’s
best cow. The Country Gentleman in recently
discussing thismatter, suggests these remedies :—
Ist. Giving a more liberal price for milk,
asa means of stimulating the production of a
better article. 2nd. Forming an assuciation of
citizens tosecure the freighting of milk by railroad
from the couniry. 3rd. That men of capital
should go into the city milk business, build clean,
commodious, ventilated and well-drained stables,
take proper steps to produce a guod article, and
so drive out dishonesty and dirtiness.

We venture another suggestion: keep a gout. A
good milch goat will give from two to fuur quarts
per day during her best flush of milk. This,
when diluled with one-thirdwater, will be
equal in quality to cow’s milk. She will make
herself happy in a small back yard, may be al-
lowed air and exercise in the street, either at
Iiberty, or “marching aleng” in the shaftsof
baby carriage, will eat ti. potats peclings, cab-
bage leaves, dry crusts, and cther leavings of
the kitchen, is at least as nice » pet and play-
thing for the children as a dog, requires but
little care and attention, is wonderfully hardy
and healthy, and finally, goat’s milk has a
peculiar quality aboutit, which renders it highly
nutritious food for invalids and children. The
only drawback to the adeptivn of this sug-
gestion is that goats are incurably mischievious
to trees, using both horns and teeth vpon them.

l

SALES OF IMPROVED STOCK.

To the Editor of the ONTARIO FARMER :—
Sie,—T luve to report the following sales,
which, if of sufficient interest, please insertin
the first number of your forthcoming journal :—
To G. V. Hoyle, Champlain, N, Y. ,tné threc-
year old Short-Horn heifer, Snowdrop, the roun
heifer calf, Charlotte 2nd, cight Cotswold ewes, |§
and one imported Cotswold ram; to G. M. |
Chesney, Egmondvlle, Ontario, the yearling /i
bull, Duke of Compton 6638, and the yearling §
heifer, Cambridge 5th ; to Mr. Dodge, of Ohio,
two impurted Cotswold ewes ; to Byron Loomis, |
Windsor Locks, Conn., one imperted Cotswold (8
ram ;to T. H. Kane, St. Josephs, Pa., one 2-shear s
Cotswold buck ; to DMr. Wadsworth, Genesce, 'J&
N. Y., cne imported shearling Cotswold ram ; '3
to James DMcLaughlin, Peachem, Vt., seven
Cotswold ewes and one ram ; to H. Hall, East §
Bwke, Vt-, one Cotswold ram ; to H. C. Bur- J§
leigh, Fairficld, and G. G. Shoves, of Waterville, j
Meine, my entive herd of Herefords, consisting '§
of fourteen animals—the above won first-class
prizes in all their classes, and the State Gold ‘§
Medal, at Rochester this season ; to W. R. Dun- -
can, of Towanda, Ill., one imported heifer, A
Wharfdale Rose ; to J. W. Pickrell, Harristown, |
1L, my imported yearling bull, Baron Booth .
of L ancaster, winner of first prizes wherever J§
shown; To A. J. Hallet, West Waterville, Maine, §
one imported Cotswold ewe, one imported Ox- B
ford Down ewe, one imported Lincoln ewe, one 8
Cotswold ram lamb; to E. G. Bedford, Paris,
Kjy., three imported Berkshire swine, one hoar '
and two sows. i

Yours truly,
3L H. CoCHRANE.
Montreal, Dec’t 30, 1863.

PRODUCT OF TWC JERSEY COWS.

Dlesses. CoXVERSE & FLAGLER, Spring H}H i :‘
Stock Farm, Arlington, Mass., have sent th! by
Country Gentleman a statement of the product of , k-
two of their Jersey cows, for the three summer |
months of the current year. In an sccompanying | .
letter, they remark: ‘It is due to the breed}
that this preduct sheunld be known, as many .J -
farmers discard theJersey as too small in size 8
and product, to have aplace cn the farm. The 8

il
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value in owr market of the butter made during.

the time of trial wes $390. If any of your New
B| York dairymen have done better than this, we
areinterestec to know it, as our motto is thebest.”

Joxe.
Milk—570 qts.

JuLy.
Milk—541.25 qts,

| Butter—s3.01 1bs.

AUGTSBT,

M| Milk—484.50 qts.
¥l Butter—79.67 lbs.

Tre Cow * CREAM PoT” PRODUCED—
Average per day.

JUSE—~24 days.
Mik—465 qts.

Butter—85.50 lbs.

Average per week.
Millf—n-glss qts.
Butter—1095 1bs,

Average per week.
Milkri%?z.lb qts.
Butter—18.97 1bs.

Average per week.
Milk—100.27 qta.
Butter-~17.99 1bs.

Average per week.
Milk—13578 qts.
Butter—20.02 1hs,

M| The figures are certainly very large.
B Tas Cow “Lapy Mruron” PrRODUCED—

Average per day.
Milz—19 gts,
Butter—2.85 1bs.

Average perday.
Milk—17.45gts.
Butter—2.71 1bs.

Average per day,
Milk—15.01 qts.
Butter—2.57 1bs.

Mitk—19.30 qts.
Butter-~2.87 1bs.

| Milk—565 qts.
Butter—86.50 .

/%! ami—so3 qts.

g | Buttcr—u3.641bs.

Average pey Ilay.
Milk—18,22 qts.
Butter—2.80 lbs.

Average per day.
Milk—26.2 qts.
Butter—2.71 1bs.

Juuy. Average per week.
Milk—127.54 qts.
Butter—19.60 1bs.

AUGUST. Average per week.
.\iil}i—gns.&t qts.

B! Butter—$4.01 tbs. Butter—18.97 lbs.

INFLUENCE OF ROADS ON HORSES.

Dr. Holland, editor of the Springfield (Mass.)
Republican, who is now travelling in Europe,
writes to his journal a letter about horses and
roads, in which he says:

“The point which I wish to impress upon my
American readers, is simply this : that the Eng-
lish horse, employed in the streets of a city, or
on the roads in the country, does twice as much

work as the American horse similarly employed
N in America. Thisis the patient, undenizble fact.

: B! No man can fail to see it who has his eyes about

8 him. How does he doit? Why doeshe do it?
| These are most important questions to an Amer-

Biican. Is the English horse better than the
Ml Americann! Notatall. Ishe overworked? I

have seen no evidence that he is. I have seen

‘8 but one laméliorse in London. The simpleex-

planation is, that the Englishman has invested
Bl in perfect and permanent reads what the Ameri-
il can expends in penshable horses that require

‘B tobe fod. Wo are using to day, in the little

town of Springiield, just twice as many horses

B as would be necessary to do its business if the
N roads all over the town were as good as Main
‘B strect is from the Ferry o Central. We are

@ supporting hundreds of horses to drag loads

B3 through holes that ought to be filled, over sand
¥ that should be hardened, through mud that
3 ought not to be permitted to exist. Wehave

§ the misery of bad roads, and are actually or
_practically called upon to pay n premium for
‘them. It would be demonstrably cheaper to
§ bave good roads than poor ones. It is so here.

t B A road well built is easily kept in repair. &

_{R mile of good Macadam is more easily supported
‘3 than a poor horse.”

HARD MILKING COWS.

Inalmost all herds of cows will be found some
animals whose milk is drawn with a great and
painful expenditure of muscle when no disposi-
tion to hold up is manifest. The cause is gen-
erally found in adefectiveformation of the teats,
the milk ducts being obstructed or contracted.
A correspondent of the New England Homestead
gtates that ke had a valuable young cow that
milked sohard from hind teats as to make the

-operation slow and very fatiguing to the milker.

He adds :—*“ By theaidof a probe, I ascertained
that the obstruction was at the lower end of the
teat ; I therefore thought a little surgical skill
might remove the evil. I took a very narrow-
bladed knife, gave it 2 keen edge, took the teat
in my left hand, inserted the point very gently
into the milk passage, and then, without fear
or'irembling, gave a sudden thrust of the knife
in the right direction, and the cure was effected.
The cow started alittle, and then stood still. A
few drops of blood followed the cut only. I
then operated on the other teat with the same
result. Another young cow that came of the
above mentioned, had lost one-quarter of her
bag, and milked so hard from one teat that the
stream of milk was no larger than a small knit-
ting-needle. With the same success I operated
uponthat. They milked afterwards as easily as
any one could desire, and no leaking of the milk
followed.”

ONTARIO POULTRY ASSOCIATION.

A mecting held af the beginning of last month
changed all the officers of this society, in strict
accuordance with its rules,—Mr. Graham was
elected President; Mr. R. L. Denison, Vice-
President ; Messrs. Hicks and Beswick, Audi-
tors ; Mr. T. McLean, Secretary; and Mr. A.
McL. Howard (Ex-President), Treasurer. The
thanks of the society were tendered to the re-
tiring officers in a very complimentary speech,
made by R. L. Denison, Esq., especially alluding
to the President. New members were elected,
and other business transacted. We have every
reason to suppose that the new brooms will
keep the game alive, and that a rattling spring
show will be the result. If is universally ad-
mitted that the society has done much good,
and, if supported, will continue to be useful. It
numbers now nearly 100 members,

The number of pens exhibited at the first
exhibition was 180, and at the last—the Third

—{(333), showing the growing interest in poultry-
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keeping. We understand that it has been de- | result is effected whether the beans be dry or

cided to hold only one Exhibition annually, in
the spring, an Exhibition in the fall somewhat
interfering with the regular Provincial Exhibi-
tion. The object of the society is to increase
the love of poultry raising. and it repudiates
anything like even an appearance of rivalry with
any other organization of similar nature.

We think May would perhaps be the best
month for Exhibitions, as the breeding season
would have sufticiently advanced to allow of
some stock birds being shown ; and chickens of
the former year would be in good trim. There
is some difficulty about selection of show time
in the fall. The old birds are all in moult, and
not fit to be seen.  This would entail the fall
show being always a chicken show. Again, in
the spring the birds are all at maternal duties.
Two Exhibitions are too much in a year at
present, and we see ne way of getting over
this but to have a yearly chicken show, and
prizes for old birds imported in that year. e
know that Col. Hassard was strongly in favor
of this plan, as he reasoned, that with young
stock ali would start fair at a fall show of
chickens and exhibit what they had reared or
purchased, and the same old birds would not
be continually getting the prizes as his now did, |
with the exception of the last Exhibition, in
which his young bird of nine months beat 16
pens of stock, bred from cggs or birds svld by
him. We know of another Exhibitor who for
several years took the first prize for Rouen ducks
with same old pair, until death put an end to
their carcer of honor. Whatever course the
Society may decide upon, it has our best wishes,
and we shall at all times be ready to speak a
good word forit. In return we trust that mem-
bers having cggs or birds to disposc of, will
favor us with any advertisements they wish to
make public.

REMEDY FOR GARGET OR CAKED BAG.

A writer in the New-Eugland Farmer gives a
new remedy for Garget in cows, which he says
hasnever fajled with him and with others who
haveused it. It consists in simply giving the
affected animal a few messes of beans, about a
hali pint at a time, once or twice a day, until a

cure is effected. In the carly stages of the di-
sease @ few messes will swffice, and the same

green. In the latter case a few hills of the viues !
and beans may be giv:n, as cows will eat them
most readily. b
This is about the simplest remedy we have "
seenrecommended, and, if as effectual as vouched !
for, must prove of very great value to those who ;
have the care of mileh stock. Garget often
proves very troublesume and difficult of control,
especially if neglected during the early stages
of the discase. We have seen cases of garget
in cows that were being fed pea meal (which is’
somewhat similar 1o beans in its composition,) :
mingled with oatmeal once a day. Pea and:
bean meal, when fed to milch cows, promote a
flow of milk, and prebably there may be some
medicinal virtue in the beans as to operate
favorably in allaying garget. We hope those -
who may have trouble with their stock in this -
way will give this new remedy a trial, that it-
may be known whether it be of value or other-
wise.— Utica Herald.

EXCDUS OF HONEY BEES.

The Louistille (Ky.) Democrat of Nov. 19th,
1868, is responsible for the following extraor-
dinary tale. Bees are queer, freaky insects, but
we never heard or read of such a wholesale
decamping as is Lere narrated, and can hardly
shake off the feeling that there must be some-
thing apucryphal about the story.

¢ One of the most remarkable uccurvences that
has ever come tu vur knowledge was related to
us yesterday. Mr. James Broil, a farmer, who
resides about seven miles from the city, on the
River road, has, for some time past, been en-
gaged extensively in raising honey bees, andwith
almost unprecedenied success. He has lately
rejoiced in as many as forfy-five hives. A few
mornings ago, however, Mr. Broil woke up to
find his bees non esf.  They had “lit oui” be-
tween two days, leaving no trace whatever of
the point or region of couniry to which they had
so unceremoniously migrated. There »asnot a
solitary bee left tokeep his lenely watc! overthe
forty-five hives. As might be expected, farmer
Broil was left in considerable of % dilemma, and
inmediately consulted all the authorities at his
command in relation to the peculiar habits and
freaks of the bee tribe.

After looking through many volumes, it oc- |
curred to him that someof his neighboursmight
be able to explain the whys and wherefores of
this ¢ bounty-jumping’ move on the part of his|
army of honey-makers. He accordingly madea
¢ bee line’ for the residence of his nearest neigh-
bor, to consult him on the singular problem.
To his utter surprise, he ascertained that his
friend, who is also a ¢ beeist,” had met with thej
same loss in the same sudden manner, and was)
in the samo perplesity as to the cause. They
at once resolved on examining the hives, and it
revealed to them the fact that each stand con-
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B tainedfromeixty to soventy-five poundsof honey.
B This development led the two bee raisers to seek
for furiher information, and in theirrounds, for
a circuit of twenty-five miles, they found that
every hive had been deserted about the same
f timo, and all of them were left full of honey.
§ The farmers in that region are unable to account
¢ for this mysterious disuppearance of their bees,
B and wany theories have been advanced, but np
B to this thne the problem remains unsolved.
B The opinion of most of them is that the mild-
B 1ness of the weather up to so late a season cansed
f this singular migration.”

e Gardsw,

i SPIRAL TRAINING OF GRAPEVENES.

Dr. Hull, who is one of the most successful
B fruit growers in the West, says:

B ‘“The objeci of spiral binding and twisting
BB thegrapevine is to so place the buds that no two
B shoots emanating from them shall be compelled
3§ iv compete for hight or air.

B Sct a stake close io the vine. Around this
B twist and bind spirally the fruit cane, and secure
& it by tying firmly at the top; if the work has
N been skillfully done, the young shoots emanating
from the fruit buds may at the time the second
g pinching is performed, be bent out horizontally
su as to fully expose each leaf to the sun. The
canes for the next season’s crop of fruit are train-
B8 od to a second stake, set in the row about two
@ et from the vine.  Should the vine be » sirong
M e, then a third stake 1s to be set on the oppo-
[ site side of the vine, to wluch one or two more
B voung canes are to be trained.  In pruning the
|l vine, cut away the canethat produced the lasterop
of fruit ; sclect the best young cane for fruit;
B cut this for the next season’s crop to ten or fif-
# tcen buds according to strength, twist and bind
@ to the central stake as before described. Also
cut the remeining canes back to one or two buds
vach, and the young canes from these are to be
W ticd to the outside stakes as before described.
i The t,z,'eatment will be the same each succeeding

year.

MR. ARNOLD’S NEW RASPBERRIES.

Mr. Charles Arnold, of Paris, Ont., has been
@ civing much attention for some years past to
the hybridization of grapes and raspbeiries,
: Bwith a view to producing fruit of choice quality,
vet sufficiently hardy to endure the severity of
Bur winter climate. We present herswith en-
loravings of two raspberries which have been
s Misufficiently tested by their originator and others
to warrant their being offered for sale. The fol-
Mloving is their history as furnished by M.
Eimold at our instance :—
““ My obiect in hybridizing was to sccure pex-

fect hardiness during our Canadian winters,
therefore the White Cap, being perfectly hardy,
was chosen for the female parent. The White
Marvel of Four Seasons being one of the best
of the European everbearing vaerieties, was

seiected for the male parent. The male and |

female being of very distinet species, the one
vropagating itself by taking root from the tips
of the caue, the other by throwing up suckers,
it was doubted by many horticulturists whether
they could be made to cross, and out of several
thousund plants from sesd whose pistil had
been dusted with the pollen of the other species,
only two proved hybrids, but from these two
again crossed, almost every shade of colour and
flavour was produced. Strange to.say not one
takes root from the tip of the cane. They are
all zauch more hardy than the European varie-
ties. The two varieties offered for sale have
never been protected in winter, are good in size,
flavour und productiveness, and A. S. Fuller
says they are the first hybrid raspberries ever
produced in America. Out of the great number
of varieties of raspberries that Ihave enltivated,
these hybrids are the only ones that are of any
value as fall bearers. (o. 2), Arnold’s Red, is
frequently bent to the ground with ripe freit in
September.

(NO. 1).-YELLOW CANADA.

(XNo. 1 Wuire).—YeLLow CaNADA.—A very
vigorous, upright grower, perfectly hardy, on a
cold exposed knoll, the earliest raspberry that 1
know of, a good bearer on cordinary soil, it
stands the drought of swnmer as well as the
cold of winter, inn flavour is decidedly superior
to Philadelphia, and as far as I kunow to any of
the Black Cap or Purple Canc family. Thus-
trated in Horticulturisi, August, 1867, where
Mr. Fuller says of it—'°A pale yellow variety
of good quality and apparently very prolific.”

n the September number for this year (1868S),
Mr. Elliot says of it—‘‘ The canes of this are
perfectly hardy and the fruit is abundant, fully
as large as figured in the Horticulturist by Alr.
Fuller, and for those unwilling to give Brinckle’s
Orange a winter covering, it is the best light
coloured berry yet out, in other words, it is the
best hardy light yellow raspberry known, and
should be had by every lover of raspberries.” It

hasnever failed o ripen a medivmn cropin the fall,

- P - -
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(NO. 2).- ARNOLD'Z RED.

(No. 2 Rep).—AnvNoLy’s ReEp.—This is a:
red berry, perfectly hardy even tu the ends of the
canes with me, guite different in its hubit from |
the white, strong canes, very drouvping, enor-
I 'mous Learer, taking the season through, far:
more productive than Fhiladelphia, and much |
better in flavour ; its drouping habit is no doubt |
caused by the large quantity of fruit on the ends |
of the canes, late 1n the summer and fall. This
| variety also is illustrated in the August number |
of the Horticulturist 1867, Mr. Downing said of |
it last fall—* Your No. 2 everbearing raspberry ,
is hearing finely with e this fall, and will, 1o,
doubt, excel all vtlers.”

The Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, to whom was
sent, at his request, a box of Arnold’s Seedling
Grapes and Raspberrics, speaks of the latter in
the following manner, under date of September
31st, 1868 :— :

¢ The Raspberries, for fall bearers, must be
valuable. The Yellow is not inferior to Brinckle’s
Orange in sprightliness, and only a little inferior
in richness. The Red, too, is nice, tender and
juicy.”

A Committee of the Paris(Ont.) Hurticultural
Society appointed to inspect and inquire into
the merits of Mr. Charles Arnold’s hybrid grapes
and raspberries, reported as follows concerning
the raspberries :—

““The raspberries, asaclass, are distinguished
for the following gualities :— Very strong, vigor-
ous growth, great productiveness on ordinary
soil, good flavour and perfect hardiness, standing
the winter in a most exposed position without
any protection ; like the grapes they are distin-
guished by numbers, some of which are deseribed
below.

No. 1. Whiie, berry large, good flavour, very
strong grower, and productive on poor soil.

No. 2. Berry red, large, good flavour, enor-
mously productive, ripening two crops in the
season, one in July the other in September; the
plants ave now, September the 26th, literally
loaded down with ripe and unripe fruic.

There are several nther varieties of different
flaveur and shades of colour, very promising,
and all perfectly hardy, and having stood cur

;T grow a plot of large cabbages every year for

‘rate, the produce per avie would amount to the

winters on an exposed knoll without the slightest

protection, many of the varieties being equal in.

flavour and size to the White Antwerp. ‘
N. HAMILTON, ) Committee consisting of ;
J. W. ACRES, S President, Vice-Presi-.

HENRY HART, ) dent, and Secretary.” |
THE UTILITY OF CABBAGES.

A correspondent thus writes from Lochfine :—|

the use of the milk cows. I glanced over the
plot and took the Inigest I got without selectinyg
them very minutely. It weighed 27 pounds.
Two yearsago, asingle cabbage in the same plot
weighed 31} pounds; und the average size in the
plot weighed 26 pounds. A space of two fect
by two was assigned tu each plant. At this

magnificent figure of 126 tuns.  The cubbage bus|
improved very much since it was first introduced
into Seotland. It is saidto have been introduced] ¢
into Seotland by German fishermen who settled
upon the east coust. It is admirably adapted t«
our west coast, and if fanners and fishernent
were to interest and exert themselves in growing
this valuable vegetable, it would amply rewarg
their labours. It grows well on peat soil]
drained, thoroughly dug, well pulvenzed, and’
richly manured with o mixture of sea-ware, lime,
marl, cow or stable dunyg ; or any rich compost,

with plenty of sea-ware.— Olon Times.

Mr. Geo. W. Campbell of Deleware, Ohic} !
furnishes the Prairie Foriner with the followiny
description of this grape :

‘A seeding from the Concord, originated som
ten years since by Samuel Miller, Esq., formerl.rt
of Lebanon, Pa.  In health, hardiness, vigor ¢
growth and luxuriance of foliage, it is fulls
equal to the Concord, and much resemhles it
The principal points of difference are foliage < -
a lighter shade of green and wood a darker brown!
In colour, the Martha is a delicate greenish ye!
low, amber-tinted next the sun, covered wit!
a thin white bloom. Skin thin, but tenaciou:
and does not crack in wet weather. Seceds fe

andvery small. In quality, of the Concord iy
but much more delicate, sweet and rich, with}
pleasant vinous sub-acid, and no coarzeness vi

B

acridity next theseeds. FPulp,slight and tender

Bunchesmedium to large. Onyoung vines, bere
ries and bunches are small, bub increase as th}
vines acquire age and strength. The Marth

must be regarded as the most valuable whit N
rariety yet introduced for general culﬁvatinr‘
for it has apparently all the adaptability of it
parent to all soils and situations suited to grap

growing ; and as itis of much finer quality ar*
ripens some ten days earlier, is deserving
even a higher position among wl.ite grapes the
the Concord occupies among black ones.

7
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;E_ THEPRESIDENT WILDERSTRAWBERRY.

4, 0 -
} { The accompanying engraving represents a new

{ ‘\'arie{y of strawberry, which promises to be a
= great horticultural acquisition. Its history, as

¥ elated by the dinerican Jowraal of Hortienlture,
&7 i3 such as canmot fail to inspire confidence and
] ,Smpe inreference to it among fruit growers.  We
]huute the account in full :—
.Ai

&

‘“The plant is hardy, robust, vigorous, and

—

very productive. The foliage i3 handsome and
well developed; leaf, daﬁ;-green, roundish,
obovate, deeply sorrated, of great substance,
with stiff, short foot-stalks, and stands the ex-
tremes of heat and cold without injury. The
flower-stalk is stiff and erect, the fowers perfect.
The fruit is large, some specimens attaining to
morethan fiveinches in circumference ; and many
berries this year weighed more than one ounce
avoirdupoiseach. Their coloris a brilliant crim-
son searlet ; form obtusely conical ; the flesh rosy
white, very juicy, but suificiently form for marx-
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ket ; flayor rich and sprightly, inclining to sweet,
with & distinet aroma of the Alpine or wood
strawberry ; seeds small ; season lugg.

This variety was produced in 136%, by Mr.
Marshall P. Wilder, from artificial impregnation
of Hovey’s Seedling with La Constante, the best
two varieties, perhaps, that are now under culti-
vation ; La Constante being the best of the foreign
kinds ever brought to this country, and Hovey’s
Seedling being too well known to need any fur-
ther mention.

““For perfection of form, flavor, and brilliancy
of color, combined, this strawberry exceeds any-
thing that has been produced for a long series of
years.

¢ Mr. Wilder has beenst work raising seedlings
for thirty years; and although he has obtained
several good ones, he never yet has got one with
which he is so completely satisfied asLe is with
this. The description we have given above is,
we believe, in substance, the description settled
upon by the fruit committee of the Massachusetts
Horticultural Society ; to whom the question of
a name was submitted, and who have calleqd the
strawberry ‘“President Wilder.” We have no
doubt that it will keep Mr. Wilder's memory
green for years and years to come; or that, as
soon as it becomes known, it will take the highest
possible rank among strawberries, and perhaps
supplant everything else.”

Messrs. J. E. Tilton & Co., of Boston, have
purchased the whole of Col. Wilder’s stock of
plants, for distribution among subscribers to the
American Journal of Horticulture, of which they
are proprietors. This will be another added to
the numerous inducements to subscribe for that
excellent periodical.

Tre Horricvrrorist.—This excellent maga-
zine has been purchased by Mr. Hexry T.
Wirztians, of the New York Independent,
though still to be published as heretofore by
F. W. Woodward.

A movement is being made in Goderich to-
wards the formation of a Horticultural and
Fruit Growers’ Association.

A Paris letter says :—“ This is a wonderful
cider year in Normandy. Apples are less than
half the price they were last season. In many
places tubs enough connot be found, and the
growers are reluctantly compelled to maks their
apples into jam. Not only the adult schools, but
many beys’ schools are shut up for the moment,
all hands being called to to the cider press. The
Pear harvest is much less abundant.”

D. W. Beadle, Esq., of St. Catharines, in an
essay which received the prize at the Ontario
Fruit Growers’ Association, gives the following
gelection for the colder parts of the Province :
Red Astrachan, Duchess of Oldenburgh, St.
Lawrence, Snow Apple, (Fameuse,) Borassa,
Pomme Gris, and Golden Russet. He adds :
““If there be any spot so chill and inhospitable

that these varieties will not thrive, recourse must
be had to the still more hardy crabs of which the
Yellow Siberian, Golden Beauty, Montreal
Beauty, Transcendent, and Hysiop are the
best.” «

——The Oneida Community think the Wilson
and Triomphe de Gand the best strawlerries to
raise for market.

—— The beautiful new e Rose, Mareschal
Niel, promises to be so hardy as to endure our|
winters without protection. It has been exposed
to eighteen degrees below zero without injury.
It i3 a very fine cresm-yellow rose, most ex.
quisitely fi grant, laige, and showy.

Our Gountry.

e e A A AR A A NS e e e A

IMMIGRATION.

One of the greatest wants of a new country]”
i population, and the quickest met; ud of supply
is by means of settlers from other and olde
lands, that have become over crowded with inj
habitants. Some entertain the opinion that w
have got beyond the necessity for this, ang
that henceforward we may content ourselve
with increase in the natural way. Such is noi'
our opinion. There may perhaps be less nee&
now than formerly for an influx of the laborin!
classes, though even regarding these it may b}
said, ““yet there is room.” But others beside |
these would better themselves, and greatly hel!

)

us, by making our fair Province their adopte]
home. Tenant farmers in Britain who hari
some capifal, would do well to come here an

buy improved farms. People who are li i)

on the interest of their lent money can get{ |
higher per centage, and live more cheaply her

than in the old country. There is a fine ﬁel)
here for various manufacturing enterprises. Th}
pauper, nobility and gentry of Britain—thos
whose estates and incomes hardly furnish the
sufficien} means to keep up the style and stat-
expected of them—might cut a fine figure, ar]
be very comfortable here. And if some reall
wealthy noblemen and gentry of the old worl
were to come, and, choosing picturesque loca‘} )
ities, of which we have any quantity awaitin’ .
selection, wereto build palatial mansions, 1

out magnificent parks and gardens, establii-
conservatories, introduce the steam plough, an |
set an example of country improvement and ad
ornment it would not be amiss. But somehor,

D
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dukes and lords .ever emigrate, though evji il

i
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they might reap advantages from so doing, as
well.as other people.

Ignorance of this country is the great hin-
drance to immigration. It is astonishing how
little is known about us by that old world, with
whose every fenture we are so familiar. To many,
our Dominion is a vast wilderness of ice and
snow. Others deem it a wild and inhospitable re
gion, hardly fit for human habitation. Much
pity is wasted on us as having o hard lot of it.
Civilization and refinement are widely supposed
to be unknownhere. An emigrant is an object
of sincere commiseration. If we visit theold
world it is to be amazed at the ignorance of
Canada which we find everywhere; and if a
respectable old-countryman comes here on a
visit, it is to be astonished at finding us well-
dressed, living in decent houses, and actually
enjoying the comforts and Tuxuries of life in a
degree only possible to a favored few in Britain.
It follows from all this, that one of the best
methods of promoting immigration is to circu-
late information about the land we live in, and
there is nomore appropriate place for such
information than the columns of an agricultural
journal. Its publication there cannot but be
interesting to home as well as foreign readers,
because thus the different portions of our own
country will become better acquainted with each
other, and learn to feel a patriotic interest in
each other’s welfare. Such 2 journal, too, is the
proper medium for advertising wild and other
lands that may be for sale, whether by the
Government or by private individuals. Itis
remarkable how little information of this kind
uwsuelly finds its way into such journals. The
Country Qentleman, of Dec. 17th, 1868, has a
brief article on this point, part of which we
quots as quite to our present purpose :—

_ ‘It is quite often the case that we receive inguiz-
ies, such as the following,—

. ¢ “Will you, through the medium of your Journal,
either give, or say which books, ete., shall give me,
all the information necessary to enable a party of
some twelve or fifteen Ivish farming immigrants,
who have a little money—capital, as well 23 labor—
to decide as to which State they had better go to,
and also as to the prices of lands there, the com-
parative advantage of buyirz from Railway Com.

anies, or from the General Government, and of

uying lands near & market, and cleared or unclear-
ed, or remote from market, and which official of
government or railways they should communicate
with, ete.’ N

‘It is a source of regret to us that our means of
replying to such queshoms in a proper way are 8o
limited. Those wi0 hold new lands, whether rail-
road companies or others, appear to think an
agricultural journal the last possible medium to
be sought in communicating with the public, and
with very few and rare exceptions, our advertising
columns for ten years past will be searched in
vain for any light on the subject. Corporations
especially, instéad of keeping the inducements
they have to offer constantly before the agricul-
tural public, seldom even take the trouble to furnish
us with theirpublications. Under the circumstances,
therefore, our reply can only be of a very general
nature.” ’

We intend to make the publication of iteras
likely to interest intending immigrants, aspecial
feature of this journal, and hope that this will
secure forita considerable circulation in Britain.
Those of our readers who have friends in the old
country, whose wisdom it would be to come here,
cannot do them a better service than by ordering
the OxTaRIO FARMER t0 be sent to their address
during 1869. We promise to' give such an
amount of information concerning the Dominion
of Canada, in our twelve issues for this year,
a8 cannot be found in any other publication, and
would be cheaply furnished at four times the
subscription price of this journal. In so doing,
we are persuaded that we shall render impor-

tant service to to the land of our adoption,

our choice, and our love.

THE BEST MEANS OF OBTAINING
IMMIGRANTS.

‘Wehave been fs 7oured with the following let-
ter from the pen of a gentleman, who, taking a
deep interest in the progress of the Colonies,
and particularly of Canada, has for some time
past been labouring hard todiffuse eurrect infor-
mation sbout this country among the classes in
Britain who are most likely to emigrate. He s
at present among us taking notes and observa-
tions, in order that he may be able to speak
with greater confidence in reference to Oanadian
matters on his return to England :

To the Editor of the ONTARIO FARMER :—

Ste,—The importance of a large immigration
of people into a new country like Canada has
always been recognized by the Canudian Legis-
lature ; and, if the money and labour annually
espended by the Government in the furtherance
of this object have hitlierto been productive of
only partial success, it is attributable to the fact
that the people of the old country are but little
acquainted with the advantage this country
affords as a field for emigration ; whilst the best
means of counteracting this ignorance, and of
bringing the opportunities he might obtain in
the Dominion home to the British workman,
constitutes a study which has, as yet, been but
ill understood by the people on this side.

———
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That Canada possesses sufficient advantages to
enable her to compete with other countriesfor
the tide of European emigration, my own expe-
riences in this country have enabled me to
gssert. During my excursions through the
unsettled us well as settled districts, I have
been careful to make every observation and en-
quiry as to the chances which an ordinary
Iabourer might count upon, both of finding im-
mediate employment to support him on his
arrival, and of ultimately bettering his condi-
tion to something more than that of a day la-
bourer. The result has beenthe same in alinost
every'instance. Farmers and employers of la-
bour were everywhere in want of workmen;
wages were high, and a really industrious man
was certain of obtaining employment even dur-
ing the unfavorable season of the year. And,
again, the greater portion of the back country
population—many of them wealthy, and most
of them well to do and prosperous—I found had
originally started without means, and had risen,
from being common labourers, to the positic -
they then occupied. 1

In some of my excursions I was accompanied
by Mr. Donaldson, Government Emigrant Agent
of Toronto, who gave me much valuable assist-
ance in the prosecution of my enquiries. I was
pleased to find that the opinions Mr. Donaldson
had formed were in accordance with iy own ;
in fact it would be dificult for any man, who
had taken the trouble to go through the country
and form his opinions from personal experience,
to entertain a different one. The same tale
would meet his ear at every corner—of men
who had commenced on nothing and had gradu-
ally risen to positions of competence or wealth
—men whose sons and daughters, hearty and
blooming, afforded & pleasing contrast to what
they would have appeared, had they beenreared
amidst the hardships and privations which the
English labourer and his family have to contend
with in the crowded labour narkets at home.

If these facts were laid before the British
public in a way that they would reach and be
understood by the great mass of the working
clagges—that they would fail to attract a very

Ei large number to emigrate to this conntry, no

one at all acquainted with human nature could
for 2 moment suppose. The only question to be
considered is the best and most extended means
of diffusing the information, and on this point
my own experience during my late efforts to-
wards the promotion of emigration may, perhaps,
be of some service. .

. An English workman has, as a rule, but little
time to devote to reading, and the paper con-
taining the summary of the week’s events often
constitutes the sole literature which his constant
occupation gives him the opportunity of study-
ing. Any plan for affording information to men
of this class—the one most needed and most
likely to prosper in Canada—should be founded
upon a knowledge of this fact.

The particulars of labor and wages, free grant
lands, public works, and other inducements to
immigration afforded by the Dominion, would

best reach the agricultural laborer through this
medium of his customary paper ; and then, his
curiosity to know more being once awakened,
the books and pamphlets containing fuller details
would be applied for and read, instead of being
received with indifference and cast agide.

The importance of any information given in
this or in any way, being strictly accurate, can-
not be overrated. I believe that the smple
facts, if properly placed Lefore the people, would
be more than sufficient to compass the end in
view.

A native of Great Britain is not slower to
comprehend what would be likely to advantage
him than any other person. If it were proved
to him, by plain facts, that he could do betterin
Canada than in England, exaggeration would
not be required in order to induce him to come.

I am, sir,
Faithfully yours,
W. Frank Lyxn.

Torontg, Jan. 8, 1869.

THE SNOW ROAD.

Among the many advantages possessed by this
country, let usnotforgetthe Spow Road. Itis
worth more to us than all the metal roads we
have, not excepting the costly track on which
the iron horse travels. It extends to the re-
motest settlement, giving an outlet for the pro-
duce of the farthest away backwoods farm. It
stretches beyond all human habitations, and by
the help of a compass and an axe, may have its
course laid out for miles through the unbroken
forest ; winding round the base of majestic trees,
twisting up steep hills, and following the flow of
streams, or smoothly stretching over their frozen
surface. Whenwora into smoothness, prodigious
loads can be taken over it with comparative
ease. The course of vehicles on it is the very
poetry of motion.. We do not journey along
the road, but glide over it. There is no jar to
the nerves, and no jolt to the muscles. Itis
emphatically the people’s road, constructed by
the All-Father for His great family, so that the
poorest member of it can ride more luxuriously
than the rich and grest do in their crimson-
cushioned carriages. No wheeled vehicle was
ever constructed that carried its occupant so
comfortably as the backwoods farmerrides in his
home-made sleigh, well encased in straw, and
cosily tucked about with wadded bed quilts!
‘Winter ceases to be dreary when the snow falls;
and if it come, as it hashappily done the present
season, early in December, we are in no hurry
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W for the springtime. There is a orld of work
i to do for which sleighing is especially adapted—
there are journeys to market, to the sawmill, to
the plaster beds, to the cedar swamp, and to
B distant friends, which can only be taken via the
N Snow Road, not to speak of evening pleasure-
§ drives, the memory of which makes grey-haired
R men feel young again,

’ tJingle, jingle, clear the way,

*Tis the merry, merry sleigh !
‘What rare music the steel runner brings out

I of the frozen snow surface, how cheery is the !

sound of the bells, how gleesome the laugh of the
passengers, and, altogether, what a choir of win-
8 iry melody wakes the echoes along the highway,
j or in the forest shades, as the sleigh, like a
[ thing of life, skims over'the glazed surface of the
Snow Road. How many of the luxuries of south-
temperate or tropic lands would it take to buy
& from us our Snow Road? We can easily bring
8 liere, the orange, pine-apple, raisin and fig; or
i grow them under glass in our own gardens. Com-
l merce lays down at our doors every desirable
B product of southern climes; but, while we can
| readily get all these things from thence, we
M cannot take our Snow Road there. When we
g emigrate south we must leave thatbehind us,
and accept gelid mud or burning sand instead.
| 1t is easy, both in-doors and out of doors, to get
8 1p what artificial warmth we need to make us
@ comfortable, but nowhere, save in regions in
§ which the mercury ranges between freezing
® point and zero, can we have that inestimable
wintry boon, the Snow Road. They who rashly
f say, ¢ Give us warmth and never mind the sleigh-
¥ ing,” need only be banished for a twelvemonth
§ to some region where winter is literally the
l “‘rainy season,” to feel as they never felt before,
g the value of what they so thoughtlessly de-
spise.

rts and Blanntacinres,
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8 MECHANICS INSTITUTES: THEIR POSI-
TION, OBJECTS, AND DUTIES.

R~

These Institutions were originally established
i for the purposes of imparting practical instruc-
i tion, and affording healthful means of recreation
% their members and the public, by means of
. circulating and reference libraries of books,

lectures, reading rooms, and evening instruction
classes. From the best information within our
reach, we gather that there are about sixty
Mechanics’ Institutes now in existence in this
Province. About half of the number are,
doubtless, existing little more than in name;
while, of the remainder, bt few are in prosper-
ous condition. We regret this, because we have
always looked upon these and similar institu-
tions as calculated—if rightly conducted and
liberally supported—to confer great good upon
the industrial classes, and through them, upon
society in general.

From long acquaintance with their working,
we can appreciate the financial difficulties under
which most of them are now laboring. From
the year 1847 to the year 1859, the Legislature
of Canada granted to each incorporated Insti-
tute, upon application, an annual sum of $200 ;
but the mode of distribution being so unequal—
not being based wpon either membership or work
done, and, inmany cages, the public money not
expended for legitimate purposes, the Govern-
ment in 1859, withheld the usual grants; but

| under a distinct promise by the Finance Minis-

ter to a deputation of the Board of Arts and
Manufactures, that they should be renewed under
a more judicious system of distribution, and with
better security for a proper expenditure of the
money, consented to continue them. The late
Board of Arts, year by year, reminded the
Government of its promise, and urged the re-
newal of the grant, but without success. By the
recent Confederation Act, the duty of sustaining
our local Institutions was devolved upon the
Government of Ontario. During the first ses-
sion of our Provincial Legislature, the Hon.
John Carling, Commissioner of Agriculture and
Public Works, introduced a bill for the organiza-
tion of the Bureau of Agriculture and Arts, and
the better management of Agricultural and other
Societies ; and also, providing for a moderate
appropriation of Legislative aid to Mechanics’
Institutes. The conditions upon which such aid
is given, are, that the Institute receiving it
must havepreviously contributed orapproprizted
for that year o sum of money to be expended in
the purchase of books of a practical character,
or in the maintenance of evening class instrue-
tion. On the Secretary’s affidavit of such ex-

——— e o S
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penditure or appropriation having been made,
the Government pays to the respective Institutes
& sum equal to that contributed, wp to a
maximum amount of $200, for such year. The
expenditure of u total amount, equal to double
the amount received from the Governmeént, for
one or both the objects contemplated by the
Statute, must be shown in the subsequent annual
report of such Institute.

As to the nature of the evening class instruc-
tion, it must, no doubt, be on admitted edu-
cational subjects; and the works to be purchased
are described in the statute as ‘“books on
mechanics, engineering, or chemical or other
manufactures.” Assuggestive to their directors,
and to aid them in making proper selections, the
Commissioner has caused a catalogue of British
and American technical works to be prepared,
and sent to all the Institutes. The classification
of subjects adopted in the catalogue, is, 1st
Architecture, Engineering and Building. 2nd,
Decoration, Ornament and Designing. 3rd,
Dictionaries and Encyclope dias. 4th, Monu-
factures, Machines and Industrial Artsingeneral.
5th, Technical Chemistry and Experimental
Philosophy. 6th, Miscellaneous ; and, so as to
adapt the appliances of the rural Institutes to
the wants of their respectivelocalities, a number
of popular and standard works on agriculture
and horticulture have been added.

During the first nine months operations under
the existing statute, some fourteen Institutes
have taken ~advantage of its provisions, and
have received sums varying from S50 to $200
each ; and we have no doubt but at least double
that number will avail themselves of the grants
for the year 1869.

The Board of Arts and Manufactures having
been discontinued, the statute provided for
the incorporation of an ¢ Association of Mechan-
ics’ Institutes of Ontario.” This Association,
since its organization has made arrangements
with celebrated industrial publishers to supply
technical works to the Institutes at 33} per cent.
off the ordinary selling prices. Thus, an Insti-
tute subscribing say $100, receives 8100 from
the Government ; and for this $200—or say for
the $100 subscribed—obtains $300 worth of the
best practical works. We learn from the Sec-

retary of the Association, that he now has an’

order for this class of works for the Paxis Insti- §
tute, to about that amount.

The benefits likely to accrue to the operative §
classes, from the establishment of such technical i
libraries, and the impartation of useful instruc-
tion by means of evening classes, cannot be over- §
estimated. All our various departments of in- §
dustry are suffering for lack of educated intellect ; @
while the Mechanics’ Institutes—whose duty it #
isto provide the neans of instruction—have §
been neglecting their proper functious, and §
spending almost all their means in providing §
buoks of light literature. With two or three §
notable exceptions, evening classes have been §
éntirely neglected ; while our young artisans and §
others belonging to the industrial classes have §
been giving their leisure hours to reading cheap
novels, frequenting questionable places of §
amusement or resort, or smoking and lounging #
at street cornexs. Tact and skill to carry out g
engineering and mechanical enterprizes of ahigh &
order, so far as mere mechanical manipulation J
is concerned, are not wanting; but the educated #
heads to originate designsand superintend works, §
are to a great extent absent. Our otherwise §
noble educational institutions, from the com- §
mon school to the University, have almost en- §
tirely neglected giving the kind of education
specially adapted to fit their pupils for the higher §
departments of mechanical or manufacturing §
industry; and even when a suitable education
is imparted, the pupils have to leave scheol to B
engage in active life, at so early an age asto
preclude the possibility or at any-rate the like- §
lihood, of anything like efficiency being attained. @
Itis the business of the Mechanics’ Institutes to |§
step in withtheir evening class system of instruc-
tion, and continue for the young artisan, what
the day school or other institutions of learning i
have but commenced.

In addition to the library and the class- |8
rooms, another sphere of usefulness available to §
Mechanics’ Institutes, isthe lecture room. For
some years past, we fear, so far as lectures on
useful, or practical subjects are concerned, but 8
little has been done. The minds of the people §
generally, have been set on the lighter amuse- §
ment of the concert and ball room, and the j
lecture room has been neglected ; this being the §
case, the Institutes have quietly acquiesced. It J
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is to be hoped that a taste for useful lectures
will yet be created among us. We know that
it is argued by many that single or disconnected
lectures on scientific or mechanical subjects are
calculated to impart but little useful informa-
tion to those who listen to them. We entertain
a different opinion, and -while admitting that
connected series or courses on given subjeets are
decidedly tc be preferred, yet much valuable and
interesting information may be imparted in a
singlelecture ; moreover, it frequently happens
that young men are induced by what they hear
in single lectures to read and examine more
fully for themselves, and thus become convers-
ant with important subjects that would otherwise
have escaped their attention. There is no lack
of gifted lecturers among vur educated and pro-
fessional men, and it only needa assiduous en-
deavours to educate the public mind to a right
appreciation of such means of impvovement, to
secure for them general encouragement and
patronage.

THE MECHANICS OF AGRICULTURE.

We were in the very act of ruminating on
the above topic,—busily chewing the cud of
some favorite ideas of our own, with a view of
incorporating them into an editorial, when there
came to hand in the first number of Hearth and
Home, an article so pat to our purpose, that
instead of using the pen, we concluded to resort
to the scissors. We hope our readers will do more
than read the following remarks. They will
well repay prolonged and close reflection.

““The stress of ingenious thinking, applied to
theimprovement of farmers’ tools, within thepast
fwenty years, is quite amazing. The records of
the Patent Office seem to indicate that half the
inventive brains of the country are enlisted for
the farmer, sympathizing with his toil, and
studying how he may do his work easier.

When Polk was President, the number of
agricultural patents issued per day was, onan
average, one. Now, the daily average is seven.
The brilliant success of the reaper and mower
gave impetus to ingenuity, and every sort of
rural labor, on all farms and in all months of the
year, has been abridged or modified, or wholly
superseded by some cunning device. What is
to be the effect of this remarkable development
of machinery for farmers?

1. Tt forces mental activity and ingenuity on
the part of the farm operator. A clodhor
may whack all day with a dull hoe, but whoever
sits on a mowing-machine cannot be sluggish

and do good work with his curious and compli-
cated tool.

2. Machines are educators. Curiosity is
piqued to know how the inventor hit upon his
idea. The operator must know his machine in
every pinion, wheel, crank, and bearing, before
it will be wholly his willing and effective slave.
The mental activity thus called out will not abate
at once. The laborer becomes a thinker, a con-
triver, he admires ingenuity in others, and
believes in the natural dominion that mind has,
and should have, over matter.

3. Such machines at once elevate and classify
farm labor. The hands on a place are divided
into those who can run a machine and those who
must be put to the drudgery because they cannot.
This is, in effect, a premium on brains, and
gives the bright-minded man the advantage over
the wooden-headed worker that he oughtto have.

4. Machinery on a farm often gives law to
muscle and makes a good hand of a bad one.
A dullard or an eye-servant may keep his hoe or
spade moving, and get over five rows when he
ought to have worked out ten. But put him
behind a lively-stepping horse, and he becomes
as good as any other hand. He knows that if
the animal halts in the furrow, somebody will
gsee it. Machines often give out a force and
influence of their own. One of the most thrifty
farmers in New England says the more good
machines he uses on his place, the better work
he gets from raw German or Irish hands.

5. There is hope and a splendid future for
agriculture from the more skilful and general
application of mechanical powers to tillage.
Qur fathers ploughed with wood, we plough
with ivon. Our children will turn and till the
earth with steam. Scores of able engineers on
the Continent, in England, and with us, are
studying the steam-plough, and the difficulties
connected with it will be mastered as McCor-
mick got over his little troubles ; as Watt, and
Arkwright, and Stevenson, and Fulton over-
came. Since the revival of learning, humanity
has been laboring mainly at two giant prob-
lems—how to make knowledge general, how to
make distances small. Now, we are confronted
with another, as fundamental and as pressing
as either of the others—whence and how are
the busy and multiplying millions to be housed,
and fed and clothed 17

—_——————

SrouLd A FARMER BE MORE THAN A FARMER ?
—We think he should. He should be » mechanic
as well ; should know something more than

To plough and to sow,
To reap and to mow.

He peeds ability to repair his tools; to un-
derstand how to keep his implements in pro-
per condition, without being entirely dependent
on the blacksmith or machinist ; to be able to
do carpentering work, to patch and mend har-
nesses, to mend his tinware, and do many other
jobs which the denizens of towns and cities find it
more convenient toturn over to those who make
these repairs a specialty.—Scientific American.

SO,
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Feenntl and Fowme,

ATALK WITH THE YOUNG FOLKS
ABOUT THE MONTH.

This is the coldest month of all the
year. Itis the very pith and marrow
of winter. 'We used to have a January
thaw that softened the rigour of this
month a little. Bat that is very irregun-
lar and uncertain now, like the Indian
summer, which could once be counted
on with a degree of certainty, but only
visits us now and then in these days.
¢ All things are full of change” in this
world, and the seasons change among
the changeful things of earth. But cven
in this changing world there is & degree
of regularity about the course of the
year, which marksthe reign of & supreme
and Almighty Mind. You never behold
such a scene in the month of June as is
shown in the accompanying picture.
But you may always see it in January.
Slowly, but surely, June changes into
January, and January into June. The
1 earth is ruled by that glorious and faith-
{ ful Being who has given His creatures a pledge

that ““while the world stands winter and
summer, seed-time and harvest shall not cease.”
Many people are wont to decry the winter’s
cold and to complain of our climate as unpleas-
antly severe. But facte prove that ours isthe
very best climate on earth. It is more health-
ful than one of constant mild weather, and it is
"better fitted to raise up a hardy, energetic,
prosperous people. A winter like ours purifies
the air, locks up foul smells, arrests the process
of decay, and in many ways promotes health.
‘Warm countries always have a sleepy, lazy race
of inhebitants. The fact is people don’t feel
like exerting themselves when oppressed by
heat. Most of the world’s energy is to be
foundin the north temperate zone. And if we
ask ourselves what kind of folks they are who
complain of the Canadian winter, we shall find
that they are the ease-loving, timid, weak-willed
class, who are always trying after comfort, in-
dulgence and self gratification. The pushing,
energetic person boldly encounters the frosty air

A Y

- JANUARY.

and the snowy path. Stirring about briskly, the
blood soon gets into active circulation, so that
there is a glow of warmth and a flow of spirits
only to be produced by winter. Cold weather
hardens the muscular fibre, just as it hardens
vegetable fibre. It toughens animal nature,
tones up the system to strength and vigor, and
if only protected by suitable clothing, any one
in ordinary health may not only defy but enjoy
it. January musn’t be trifled with however.
Ttis agreat folly for people, whether old or
young, to go out with thin clothes or shoes on,
valiantly exclaiming “ I don’t care for the cold,
the cold can’t hurt me !” But, oh! fool-hardy
boaster, you ought to care for the cold. The
Bible teaches you better than to be contemptu-
ous of it. ‘“Who,” it asks, ‘‘can stand before
His cold?” The cold can hurt you, and it willif
you don’t guard properly against it. Many a
child has courted and obtained a fit of sickness,
or undermined a good constitution for life, by
this kind of folly. Another very unwise thing
sometimes done in mid-winter is to geb into &

e T e e
e e e e e R e e ey




| 1869.] THE ONTARIO FARMER. 29

violentperspiration and then suddenlycool down.
This is often the germ of consumption, or the
beginning of a long term of sickness. There is
no bravery in uncalled for exposure. It is fool-
Lisrdiness, not courage. What folly to despise
injury to the delicate framework of the body.
“It’s only a little cold I’ve got,” is often laugh-
B! ingly exclaimed. Well, death is only a great
¥ cold.

8l Let our young friends enjoy the season as it
|| passes, and be thankful to God for its indoor
and outdoor pleasures. The fireside gleams
most brightly in January, and what a wosld of
delight may be had around it. How many nice
home sports can be engaged in. What pleasant
and useful reading may be enjoyed. What
sweet converse with those we love. Out of doors
gl! there is often much wintry beauty to be seen.
How pure is the snow ! How cheerful are the
evergreens ! How pretty the frost work ! How
clear the sky! How brilliant the starlight !
How rich the Aurora Borealis ! Sleigh riding,
coasting, skating, sliding, are fine outdoor winter
sports foryoung peopie. Erjoy the seasonthen ;
but amid its many comforts and pleasures, donot
forget the God who makes January, who made
you and claims, as His just right, your love and
your obedience. Serve Him with joy and glad-
ness all the year round, road His wisdom, power
and love in the months as they roll in their
courses, and give your hearts and lives to Him.
“Twill please us to look back and see
That all our days were THINE!"
—_——————————

A HELPING HAND.

M. Wakeman had been sick all the spring,
and 28 a consequence, all his farm-work was
behind hand. There seemed a poor prospect,
indeed, for his sickly wife and little ones for the
coming year. Anxiety for them doubtless made
his recovery still slower. He had managed to
get a few things planted in the garden, but the
exertion had brought him down to his bed again.
Now, he could only look out of the window and
sigh at the encroaching weeds and the barren
B|| fields he should reap nothing from in the harvest
| time. It made him groan to see his delicate
i | wife trying to cut off some sticks of wood to boil
her kettle, and he knew that was only a little
of the hardships she had been obliged to endure.

A new neighbour had just bought a farm in
the vicinity, and he chanced to be passing when
Mrs. Wakeman was thus employed. It was the

l—

work of & moment to enter the little gate and
respectfully take the axe from her hands, with
a cheery ¢ Let me help you,” and then, with a
hearty good-will, he proceeded to pile up enough
wood to last her aday or two. It required but
a little effort of his strong arms, but oh, what a
world of hard labor it saved her!

Mr. Bryant called for a few minutes on his
sick neighbour. There was such a pleasant,
cheerful air about him, that he unconsciously
roised and invigorated the sick man’s spirits as
a bracing sea-breeze might his body. His quick
oye took in at a glance all the difficulties which
surrounded him, and his mind was at once made
up. Deciding and acting always went hand in
hand with John Bryant. That day he spoke to
a littleknot of farmers he chanced to meet, about
each of them giving a day’s work to help Mr.
‘Wakeman on in his affairs. All knew of his
illness, and thought what a pity it was, but
never considered that they had. any responsibility
in the matter. Mr. Bryant, in his sturdy,
straight-forward way, ncw put the caso in a dif-
ferent light. Mr. Crabbe, 1t is true, remarked
with a coarse laugh, “It's none of my business
if he is sick.” But a word and look of withering
sarcasm senf him muttering on his way.

The result of that little chance gathering, as
it seemed, was the assembling of quite a number
of farmeyrs, with their boys and teamns, to try and
put the Wakeman place a little ¢ to rights.”

The poor man, in his weakness, watched them
with dewy eyes as they plowed and hoed and
planted, while two young men gave him a day’s
chopping on some loads of wood they had hauled
for him. At noon all repaired to Mr. Bryant’s
hospitable dining-room, where afeast wasspread
for them, and after a short nooning, all returned
to their work of benevolence again. Never had
they worked with heartier good will, nor with
lighter hearts. Charity b.ings its own reward
with it.

By nightfall the place had assumed a different
aspect, and a little attention for a month or
two, until Mr. Wakeman was quite restored to
health, insured him good crops and a comfortable
prospect for his family. Indeed, he began de-
cidedly to mend from the day that this leavy
burden was lifted from his heart. How grate-
fully he always rembered that act of neighbourly
kindnessin hishour of need ! How much misery
it had saved, and yot how little it had cost ! No
one ever missed the day, and God rewarded
them all dcubly for all they had done for their
neighbour. 'We may learn the mind of the Lord
in this matter by the directions which he gaveto
his ancient people :

¢¢Tf thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen in
decay with thee, then thou shalt relieve him 3
yea, though he be a stranger or a sojourner, that
he may live with thee. Thou shalt surely give
him, and tly heart shall not be grieved when
thou givest unto him ; because for this thing the
Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thy works,

and in all that thou puttest thy hand unto.”
Mrs. J. E. McG. in Country Gentleman.
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T WISH I HAD CAPITAL.

So we heard a great strapping young man ex-
claim the other day in an office.  We did want
to give him a piece of our mind so bad; and
we'll just write to him. You want capital, do
you? And suppose you had what you call capi-
ital, what would you do with it? You want
capital? Haven’t you hands and feet, and
muscle, and bone, and brains, and don’t you
call them capital? What more capital did God
give anybody? ‘‘Oh, but they are not money,”
say you. Butthey are more than meney, and
nobody can take them from you. Don’t you
know how to use them 1 If you don’t, it’s time
you were learning. Take hold of the first
plough or hoe, or jack-plane, or broad-axe you
can find, and go to work. Your capital will
soon yield you a large interest. Aye, but there’s
the rub! You don’t want to work ; you wani
money on credit, that you may play gentleman
and speculate, and end by playing the vagabond.
Or you want o plantation with plenty of hire-
lings upon it to do the work, while you run over
the country and dissipate; or you wan’t to
marry some rich girl who may be foolish enongh
to take you for your good looks, that she may
support you. Shame on you, young man. Go
to work with the capital you have, and you will
soon make interest enough upon it to give you
as much money as you want, and make you feel
like a man. If you can’t make muney on what
capital you have, you could not make it if you
had a million dollars in money. If you don’t
know how to use bone and muscle and brains,
you would not know how to use goid. If you
let what capital you have lie idle and waste and
rust out, it would be the same thing with you
if you had gold! you would only know how to
waste it. Then don’t stand about idle, a
great helpless child, waiting for sumebody to
come and feed you, but goto work. Take the
first work you can find, no matter what it is, so
long as you do it well. Yes, whatever you
undertake, do it well; always do your best.
If youmanage the capital you already have,
you will soon have plenty more to manage;
but if you can’t or won't manage the capital
God has given you, you will never have any
other to manage. Do you hear, young man?

Ot -
P9

EFFICACY OF ONIONS.

A vriter says :—*¢We are troubled often with
severe coughs, the result of colds of long stand-
ing, which may turn to consumption or premature
death. Hard coughs cause sleepless nights by
constant irritation of the throat, and a strong
cffort to throw off offensive matter from the
lungs. The remedy proposed has often been
tried, and is simply to take into the stomach
before retiring for the night a piece of rawonion
after chewing. This esculent in an uncooked
state is very heating, and collects the water from
the lungs and throat, causing immediate relief
+o the patient.”— Washington Chronicle.

FARMERS’' SHOE GREASE.

Put into some fire-proof vessel cne-fourth
puund of lard orsoft grease like lard, one-fourth
pound of tallow—beef or mutton tallow—one-
fourth pound of beeswax, half = pint of
neatsfoot oil, three or four tablespoonfuls
of lampblack, and a piece of gumcamphor,
as large as a hen’s egg. Melt the ingredients
over a slow fire, and stir them thoroughly
after they are melted. Mever heat it so
hot as to make it boil. Soft grease which has
salt in it will not injure the leather. Now,
have the leather warm, and warm the grease,
not so that it willflow, but have it so soft that it
may be put on with a brush. Should the leather
seem to need it, give the shoes or boots an oiling
occasionally. Itis not beet to dry this shoe
grease all in before the fire, but allow it to re-
main on the surface of the leather. A light
coat of this kind will exclude the water even if
the boots are exposed to the wet all day. This
shoe grease will not injure leather by rendering
it hard and inelastic. When a man’s boots are
exposed to wet, e should wash them clean at
night, and hang them up in the , kitchen where
the leather will dry gradually, and put on alittle
grease every morning. It is far better to grease
a little often than to grease bountifully every ten
or twelve days.  Leather should not be allowed
to become very dry before greasing. Always
apply the grease as soon as the leather is almost
dry ; then the leather will be mellow; and never
become hard. Nothing injures boots or shoes
more thanto set them aside to dry when covered
with dirt. Xeep boots and shoes away from
the fire when they are liable to be heated.
Heating the leather injures it.

BUTTER WITHOUT SALT.

On the question of the proper proportion of
salt in butter, a correspondent of the Pructical
Farmer suggests that ““it is none.” He adds:

““Salt isa foreign element in butter, and
takes from it its delzipcacy of flavor. One of the
best arguments against it, as a matter of taste,
is that the French do not use it in butter; and
any one who has been accustomed to French
butter for a time, may recollect how disagree-
able the change to salted butter was, until the
palate became used again to the grosser axticle.

“Try a tumbler of milk oracup of cream
with salt in it, and I think you will see what I
mean by a foreign element; and then try them
again with sugar, if you choose, and you will
see that it is not foreign.

“It happened that I breakfasted recently,
for several days in succession, where butter
was taken from a well known Chester county
butter-maker, and what with the salt and color
ing matter together, the material made was any-
thing but wholesone or agreeable to my fancy.

1 will only add that what X preach I prac-
tice, and that not o particle of salt is put in the
butter made here—churning twice a week the
cream of pure Alderney cows.”

1) Srarbem cuesm et s -
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¥ PREVENTION OF SHRINKING IN FLAN-
NELS.

A correspondent of the London Field says :
¢ In washing flannels, or other woolen articles,
g have the suds ready prepared, by boiling upand
s0 dissolving small pieces of soap in rain water,
without soda; but do not use the suds when
boillng ; let them be lukewarm oniy when the
articles are put in. The flannels should not be
 rubbed with a large piece of soap, nor should
d the material itself be rubbed, as in washing linen,
¥ &c. ; the fibres of the wool contain numberless
f little hooks, which the rubbing knots together;
hence the thickening of the fabric, and conse-
d quent shrinking in dimensions. Well sluice the
articles up and down in plenty of suds, which
¥ aiterwards squeeze (not wring) out. The Ameri-
can clothes-wringers (consisting of a pair of india
N rubber rollers, between which the clothes pass)
are a great improvement upon hand labor, as
without injury to the fabric, they squeeze out
¥ the water so thoroughly that the article dries in
B considerably less time than it otherwise would
do. After rinsing, squecze out the water, and
§ dry in the open air, if the weather is such as to

admit of the articles drying quickly ; if not, dry
¥ in 2 warm room, but avoid too close proximity
¥ to a fire. Letany dust or mud be beaten out or
| ® brushed off prior to washing.”

Loetry.

MAUD MULLER.

BY J. G. WHITTIER.

MMavp MULLER, on a summer's day,
Raked the meadow swoet with hay.

Bencath her torn hat glowed tho vealth

Of simple beauty and rustic health,

Singing, she wrought, and her merry glee
'I'I!é;1 mgc':k-bird cc}:socd from his trcz} §

But, when sne glanced to the far-off town.
White from its hill-slope dooking down,

The sweet song died, and a vague unrest

And a nameless longing filled her breast—

A wish, that she hardly dared to nwn,

For something better than she had known.

The Judge rode stowly down the Jane,
Smoothing his horse’s chestnut mane.

He drew his dridlo in the shade

Of the apple-tress, to greet the maid,

And ask a draught frem the spring that flowed
Through the meadow, across the road.

She stooped where the cool spring bubbled up,
And filled for him her small tin gxp, r
And blushed as sho gave it, looking down.

On her feet so bare, and her tattezed gown.
“Thanks I” said the Judge, ““asweeter draught
From a fairer hand was never quaffed.”

He spoke of the grass and flowers and trees

of t;:p: singing birds and the humming bccsi
Then talked of the haying, and woendered whether
The cloud in the west would bring fonl weather.
And Maud forgot her brier-torn gown, .

And her ul ankles bare and brown;

And listened, while a pleased surprise

Looked from her long-lashed hazel eyee.

At last, like one who for delay
Secks a vain excuse, ho rodo away.

Maud Muller looked and sighed: ‘¢ Ah, mo!
That I the Judge's bride might be!

“ He would dress me up in silks so fine,
And pralse and toast me at his wine.

“ My father should wear a broadcloth coat ;
My brother should sall o painted boat.

““1'd dress my mother sc grand and gay,
And the baby should have a new toy eacix day.

‘¢ And I'd feed the hungry and clothe the poor,
And all should bless nie who left our door.”
The Judgo looked back as he clintbed the hill,
And saw Maud Muller standing still,

““ A form more fair, a face more sweet,

Ne'er hath it been my lot to mect.

¢ And her modest answer and graceful air
Show her wise and good as sho is fair,

‘ Would she were mine, and 1 to-day,

Like ber, 2 harvester of hay:

¢ No doubtful balance of riﬁhm and wrongs,
Nor weary lawyers with endless tongucs,

« But low of cattle and song of birds,

Aud health and quiet and loving words.”
But he thought of his sisters proud and cold,
And his mother vain of her rank and gold.
So, closiné; his heart, the Judge rode on,
And Maud was left in the field alone.

yut the lawyers smiled that aiternoon,
When he hummed in court an o0ld love-tune ;
And the young girl mused besido the well,
Till the rain on the uuraked clover fell.

He wedded a wife of richest dower,

Who lived for fashion, as ho for power.

Yet oft, in his marble hearth’s bright glow,
Ho watched a picture como and go ;

And sweet Maud Muller's hazel cyes

Looked out in thelr innocent surprise.

Oft, when the winz in his glass was red,

He longed fur the wayside well instead ;
And closed his eyes on his garnished rocms,
To dream of dows and clover-bl

And the proud man sighed, with a seeret pain :
“Ah, r.h:g.r I were freegagnix'\ ! o
‘¢ Free as when I rode that day,

Where tke barefoot malden raked her hay.”
She wedded a man unlearned and poor,
And many children played round her doee.
But care and sorrow, and child-birth pain,
Left their traces on heart and braln,

And oft, when the summer sun shone hot
On the new-mown iiay in the meadow lot,
And she heard the littlo spring brook falt
Over the roadside, through the wall,

In the shade of the ngp]etrcc again,

She saw a rider draw his reln.

And, gazing down with timid grace,

Sho feit his pleased eyes rcn:l her face.
Sometimes her narrow kitchen walls
Stretched away into stately balls;

The weary wheel to a spinnet turned,

The tallow candle an astral burned,

Aund for him who sat by the chimacy-lug,
PDozing and grumbling o'er pipe and mug,
A manly form at her side sho saw,

Aud joy was dutyand love was law.

Then she took up her burden of life again,
Saying only, ¢ It might have been.”

Alas for maiden, alas for Judge,

For rich repiner and houschold drudge !
God pity tham both ! and pity usall,

Who vainly the dreams of youth recall.

Far of all sad vords of tonguc or peu,

The saddest aro these: It might have been 1™
Ah, well! for us all sorho sweet hope lies
Decply buried {from human cyes;

And. in the heresfter, angels may
Roll the stone frvm its gravo away' !
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Musir,
COME BACK TO THE FARM.

80NG AND CHORUS. WORDS AND MUSIC BY HENRY C, WORE.
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1. Irother, come Lack! como back! Dear bro-ther, what can be  the charm, That bolds you so strong—"l‘hat
9. Fa - ther, tho' years & - po The a - blest and streng-est of  men, Is fail-ing at last—You
3. Cume from tho wide, wide world, Where dan-gers aud per-ils  n - bound!? Oh bow can you roum So
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Keeps yon so lun A - way frem your fa-ther’s old farm? TPoor fa - ther, e tells how ho  needs you— And
Ktiow he lins )nssd The mile-stone of threescoro and ton. He's fee - ble, he's trem-bling, he's lono -1y,  Who 3
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would it bo mwre thew iy  due, Nix la-bunsto ehare, His hur<dens to bear, Wha onco boro your bardens foryou?

once was so fer - less and brave: Yet yonare n-way, Whileday after day  He  tot-ters on <own to the grave.
givo us the strength of yeur armg That We way encs woze See joy s of yore, Sit smiliug up-on thoold farm.
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Uy perminivn of Rovt & Cady, Chicago, cieners of the Copyright, who publish 12 .cith Piano accompanimeit.
W. W, Cuank, Yusle Dealer, Gurlph, will 202338 prepmid Lo any address, en veceiyit of 50 afs.




