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CURRENT PHILATELICS.

THE p)ortrait of Alvai I)avison in
Mekeels "Stamp Collectors Souvenir "
looks as thoutyl he were Ibidin., behind
a screen whils.,t the plîotograph from
which the cut wvas inado. wvas lieing
tak en.

TgIE 11'?el/yP4Z-Ieis has coin
pleted its first year of continuious pub
lication. It bas neyer miisbed a numbel)r
and its regularity bas been exceptional.

WVHxI lias become of the 1. S. of C.is one of the many things w"e don't
knowv, Perhaps the cold wcather has
kiled it, or if it wasn't killed it mnust
have died.

'l'gr Piia4 dic Era, supposedly de-
voted to stamps, gives particulars of
the trial of John R. Hooper, of Ottawa,
for miurder. Turn it over as we miay,
we cannot see liow the space thus eîîî-
ployed was devotcd tu j)hilately.

WFE notice that the " Stzinî Col!ec-
tor's Souvenir" states tlîat the A. P. A.
is the largest stani> society in Arnerica.
TIhis is clcarly w~rong, as the S. of P.
enjoys that honour, and if the A. P. A.
wants to be in it, it wiýl bave to wake
up. %X'e were suri>rised to see no
mention made of the S. of P. in the
Souvenir. Perhaps Bro. 'Miller you had
better send Mekeels a saniple copy of
the I'Collector " and let hini see the
lists of new niembers and applications.

WE are cvidently going to have a
choice ini the catalogue line th)is year,
as Scott, Mekeel and a syndidate wvill
pul>libh cata'ogues. Th'Fe two formier
wvill be issued in two sizes. We would
i>refer the sy-ndicate catalogue as it
would be mure -nearer the ifîark as to
relative vàlue of stanips, but Scott's is
likely to be the favourite as it lias been
established so long.

h ave receiv-ed a lieriodical called
E/Mloni!or Phi/a/diwa, which, no doubt,
is an excellent paper. How excellent
we cannot tell, being totally ignorant of
Spanish.

WE are desirous of putting your
naie on aur subseription books, be-
cause we think we are worth 4the price
asked and becau:,e you- wvill materia!ly
bell> us by subscribing. Renîernter we
advarice our prite on the first of jant-
ary next.

A recent number of Gurrent Litera
titre suites that in New York City alone
there nre 5oo,ooo collectors. Soi-ne
denlur lias gone into the wvbolesale Ieg-
j)ulliflg business. W~e will venture the
assertio>n tihat tlwre is not 100,000

stamp1 :ollectors on the continent, Hali-
fax included

THis paper is flot of nîainmoth size
we acknowledge, but we hope we wil
be eNcused for our lack of inirnensity.
'The contents we !:hall endeavor tu make
as fresh as possible. W'e do not believe
in larticlcs on thc stamps of Timbuctoo
or any other cou ntry as interestinjg.
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MR. A. B. MERRILL, of Everett,
Mass., hias favored us with a copy of
his list of advertised philatelie frauds.
It is a valuable 'work Of 24 pages, con-
taining naines of 6oo frauds and spaces'
for 400 more. The price 15 25 Cents.
Thanks.

WVE have received from the Mekeel
Co., the second edition of their Stainip
Gollectors Souvenir, which consists of
64 pages, illustrated profusely with cuts
of rarieties and proniinent collectorg.
ht is a very neat affair, and includes a
Iist of the publishers albums, packets
anid publications.

LIEWIs BISHoP, of
6 ft., i in. in height.

Denver, Colo., is
Now the. pen is

in dealing with our festive friend the
.latter seenis infi nitely i>referabl e.

TPHE îIternational Pailaie/is/ is now
pub ishied by H-. A. Fowler, of 'L'oronto
Ont., whio lias conso'idated Lord only
knows lîow înany other papers withi it.

Wis would cali your attention if finan-
cially inclined, to the advertisenîent of
Mýr. IlI . Friedman, of New York.
He is known personally to us and we
reconimend hirn. If you are -int.erested
ini fihîancial inatters, you should write
him for a littie book he a' ives containing
information on the subjeet.

W~E darè say that it is contrary to

general expectations that number twvo
of this paper appears. We desire to
state that this is an erroneous impres-.
sion. We have gyot the tin to run the
paper and that's just what we propoes
to do. Collectors need have no fear in
sending subscriptions if they think we
are worth io cents per year.

C. W. GREVNING is now editor and
publisher of T17/e Stamp W~e hope he
will use his influence in the proper
direction and bring the paper back to
%vhat it Il used to was."

WE received, flot long ago, a stamip
paper, and we return thanks to its pub-
lisher only on condition that he don't
send it any more.

TiiE, Long Island Puilate/ist has sus-
pended for the present, says the Pliita.
telic Era. We remember that once its
editor gave out the last nuniber was

said to be mightier than the sword, but -neyer ont.
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MY ALBUM.
11Y 1>MFTICUS.

E yeni îigs saw. liycreepflug,
ChlntgSois briglît bemiis aNay.
Follnd nIe sltt l g Ill nIy Ilrî-ili»ll; r
.At thhe close~ of one long day.

Folind Ie turillng o'er the pages
0f nîy treusured albuni there,
Of 111 I my frieends. the trIlest
Of ail earths goodi, niost dear.

~'%V at joy wvitlî mle can be conhpared?
Ais lit the close of wcary doy
1 sit. niS albumn on mny knees
And wlhlle the hours away.

[EDrroP.'s NOTE.-There was about
a yard and-a-half more of the blarned
stuif, but in the interest of philately it
wvas thoughit best to suppress h.]

CONCERNING OUR CONTEMPOR-
ARIES.

THE lateSt ntumber of the IlCanadian
Phil.atelist" we have received is dated
September, anýd begins volume three.Some improvenTents have been intro-
duced.

THE Philatelic Era cornes regularly
to hand and is always good. It is a
great improvernent to see it every two
wee ks.

TrHE Ho osier Stamp is regular, but
that prize contest occupies a heap of
space.

To SAY that the Eastern Philatelist
was excellent, would but be echoing
the words of every one who saw it.

SEVERAÎL papers evidently thought
they were flot worth renewing, or, were
too modest to exchange with us, think-
ing, no doubt, that we would flot desire.
Not so, our friends, we will exchange
with all.

SPECIAL NOTICE.

WVhereas the 1)lblislier is of the
opinion that ten cents is;too low for
this paper, we have decided that, on
and after the ist of January it., the
subscription price will be advanced to
twenty cents, and those who send ten
cents after that date will be cre dited
for a six months subscription only.
Please note.

VARICUS MAFrERS.

MR,. Thomas -A. Wilson of Belleville,
Ont., is our authority for stating that
the Columbian 2C. is being chemically
changed to blue. He also informed us
that T. S. Clark bas disposed of a 12d.
Canada-for a good figure although,
somewha-.t heavily cancelled.

THE Editor of the "Washington
Philatelist " undoubtedly is an adept at
handling the Iltwo-edged . sword of
criticisrn 'l and perforrns sonfe ver>'
pretty feats with the weapon aforesaid.
This magazine is a model of faùltless
rnake-up, and its regularity is unirn--
peachable. W/e can only echo the
w ords of a conternporary and wish
there was more of it.

THE "North West," now strictly
philatelie, is a very bright paper. Its
pages are embellished with the writing
of one IlTruthful James," wbose
writings are very spicy.

WE wonder what bas become of the
C.?P. A.? The Canadian journal of
Phiiately was made officiai organ where-
upon it straight-way expired. A re-
organization is necessary we fear to put
this society right.



THE CANADIAN P}{ILATELIC MAGAZINE.

THIS iS the ]ast mon01th of the C0l-
urnbian stamips and hutndreds of col-
lectors will be j)urchaisig unused sets.
The 8c. stands a good chance of be-
coming valuiable in the course of tinie.
The lhighier vailues w~ill no doubt be
be scarcer in a used than an unused
condition. 'lhle question is now as we
said last rnonth, what is the governnient
going to do with the remainder? Wc
see only one reasonable method of dis-
posing of sucb, narnely, destroying
them. l'he credit of the U. S. Nwould,
in a làiatelic poiiit of view, go way be-
low par should the remainder be sold
to dealers, and it would be showing
scant courtesy to ex- P. M. G. Wanna-
maker should the series be contintied,
as he g(Dave out in his report that they
,wouild be retired at the end of the year.

THE EVOLUTION 0F PH-ILATELY.

BY"I.VltAE.ý*

TJhe inutahility of hiuxuan affairs bas
been the thenme of thought of inany
l)hilosol)lers-tlie changeability of things
pertaing to phiately a-, evidenced by a
conîparision of the past and present, is
the subject of this humble article.

The evolution of the album, alone,
niiight well forrn the subject of a select
essay. Thle first album, if album, it

ighalt be called, in use by the primitive
philatelist was a plain blank book.
Albums with blank spaces and albums
ivithi sp)aces so small as to necessitate
clippang of the stampl to fit space, each
formied steps in the gradation froni the
hlank book to our present highi class
albums.

Hiniges were at first unknown, and
the stamps were, as some aspiring
gcenius puts it, Ilnailed dowvn with glue."

Fihe early plîilatelist was flot particu-
lar what lie collected, revenues, locals
and miisscelaneous labels rested side by
side -with postage stamnps.

Re-prints and couniterfeits were
amnong the first to disturh the equin-
amity of the starnl collector. Both
now are pretty %well done for although
the former is collected b), sonie.

Althoilgh Russian, Gernian and Nor
weglian locals were eagerly souglit for
in former yeairs they are now universally
eschewed, with the possible exception
of a few specialists. 0f late years
revenue collecting lias gained many
supporters, but tlîis is probably due to:
"lboom ing " of such ctamps by intersted
parties-financially, of course.

of'The surcharge is the modern metlîod
ofadvertising the fact that the post

master is short of a. few tliousand dol-
lars, and did flot trouble the early
collectorpiuch.

Post-cards in former years were flot
considered collectable but now this
brancli of l)lilately has a society and a
paper devoted entirely to it

Having thus reviewed to some extent
the past as compared wilh the present, it
behoves us ta look forward a littie.

0f course, being aptinlistic, wve cati
oniy look for iilhpIrovements, especially
ini our literature, iii which it must be
acknowlcdged, there is a great roorn
for innovation.

Ini our ranks there is a very poor
show for the pessinîist, and so over-
whelmingly in the minority does he
find himself that his voice is seldoni
lîcard.

There is plenty rooni for more
papers, and deserving ones will surely
find support ; and sonie of aur old
establislîed journals wvîll have to
brighten up or be left behind.

I'nî done, let Shakespeare, finishi the
article:
Tinie's glory Is to calrn contending klngs,
To uinask faIsehooci and bring truthi to liîgt.,
To seftl the starnip of age In agc(I t1IiIgs:
To wake tlie norn and sentiel the iiight.
To wrong t1wi wronigpr tili lie render righit.
To ruinaté prend bilding~s *lth thy hours.
And inear witlh dust thy glittvrlng golden

towers.
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BACK NUMBERS.

Back nunibers of this Magazine wil
bc scarce, as very few arc kept. 'l'le
price of iiiiiiber one for a short time is
3 cents. Collectors subscribiing before
January wvi11 receive No. i if they so
request. Renienibcr wc have very few
ieft, and after January No. i will prob-
ably be unobtainable froin us.


