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; . oo 1 1. This day was Christ’s perfect triumph over the Devil, leading “ captivity
1T 5 AS(}":DSIOT\-DR)'- St.} captive,” opening the kingdom of heaven to all believers. . .
oy | Philip & St. James,, _St. Philip was of Bethsaida in Galilee; he preached theGospel in Plirygia,
2 r li\éed:;.o an a;lva;xccd age, and was buiied at Hicrapogs.n . R hial
! ; . . t. James the Less, surnamed the Just, aughor of -the Epistle which bears
3,8 é?wen@n of. Cross. |y name, was'martyred in a tumult in the year 62, .
4 § ‘Sunday aft Ascension’ 3. Tuvention of the Cruss, A.D., 826. St. Hclena, mother of Constantina
3N ) the Great, Leing inspired with a great desive of finding the identical crosson
f, A § St. Jokn E. ante | whick Christ had suffe: ¢, ordered the building on the supposed site to be
6; i\ [ Port Lat palled down, and. on diggir 1 £ »a great depth, they discovered three crosses;
vl - | these being applied to a sick person, two had no cfiect, while, at the touch
4 ; & of the third, she perfectly recovered. :
§T 6. 'he observance of this dey is derived from a legend that St. John the
9F Evangelist, in his old age, was sent to Rome by Domitiam, aud-thete, before
10:8 the gate c:m‘%d “ Porta Latina,” was put into a cauidron.of boiling oil, from
11! §:{Whit Sunday. which be-suffered no irjury, L
YT I . 11. The great festival of Whitsuntide is celebrated seven weels after Easter,
}l‘z'h"I '“ h!t Monday. . to cunmaemorate the descent of the Holy Ghost va the Aposties after the
13 7 'Whit Tuesday. ’;_\sccxgiun ofour Lovd. Itisalso called Pentecost, because it is fifty days
14W : from Easter. .
15 T 1 'lt& Oéll this fesﬁ}'al t.}mbCi?urc}]: connncmoratestth]c wystery of the Hoh; Z:l{‘{i-
’ . nity, irist our Lord, before his ascension into heaven, commissioned Ilis
]E, ]: : Apostles to go aud preach to all natiens the adorable mystery of the Blessed
1 ey | Trinity, and to baptize those who should believe in Him, *in the name of
18, § iTrinity Sunday. ! the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
19 | Dunstan, b - ! 19. St. Dunstan, the renowned Archbishop of Canterbury, A.D., 988, was
api i ; a {{:nt.il\:.c :if th]nstonbury, where it is said his bones were translated some time
. afYer his death.
.2,1 YV 26. St. Augustine, Archbishop of Canterbury, A.D., 604, Ife was senb
3T ; by Gregory the Great to preach in England, and landed in 566 o the coast
231 F | of ]f?unt-, where he converted Ethelbert, King of Kent, and muny of his
2418 ! subjects.
= . -« | 27. Venerable Bede, A. D, 7253, is said to have been 2 prodigy ot learning,
E':D S IISt Slm.dn} aft Trinity , to have surpassed St. Grezory in cloguence, and to have expired dictating
26 %f L Augustine, Abp. the last words of a translation of St. Johr's Gospel,
2N'T! Vea. Dede, Pres. | “in the hour of death
i AN The last dear servico of thy passing breath’—WoRrcsworTi.
og!m! { K Charles I1. 29. On this day the church and nation of England celebrate thie foodness
SN [Nt & Res. ;'If G]od }nldglivcriu;g thel. country from the terrors of rebellion and restoring
30iF1 . tthe lawfal Xing to his throne.
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Confirmation: a Bermon
PREACIIED IN THE ManINERS' CHURCH, DETROIT, BY THE

RT. REV. 8. 1. M'COSKRY, D.D.,* BISHOP OF THE DIO-

CEOE OF MICIHIGAN.

Then laid they their hands on them, and they re-

ceived the Holy Ghost.—Acts, viii. 17.
Ir is ono of the excellencies of that part of the
Church of Christ to which wo belong, that she
requives us to believe no doctrine, and follow no
practice, that is not clearly sanctioned by the
Word of God. She fre:ly, and without any re-
serve, places the Holy Scriptures in the hands
of all her children, as the only rule of faithy and
ealls upon them diligently to search them as
containing the foundation of their hope, for
eternity, and as their sure guide in their journey
heavenwards. And she sees no reason for with-
holding them, because they contain many things
hard to be understood, and many wrest them to
their own destruction. Such a result must be
expected, when men of rebellious wills and un-
sanctified hearts endeavour to scan and sit in
jrdgment upon tho ways of God. Ner does the
lamentable fuct that many are divided upon
what is the true interpretation of the Word of
God, and that in consequenca religious parties
and scets have arisen in the world, form any
reason why the Book of God should be withheld
from the people.

Such divisions and seets are quite as much to
be expected as that men should wrest the serip-
ture to their own destruction. In St. Paul’s
day, many, even in the Christian Chureh, wers
anxious to bo distinguished as the followers of
some favourite teacher, and it became necessary
for him to rebuke them as the introducers of
disturbance and contention, It was no more
tho design of Christ that His Church should be
mado of parties and sects, all warring one against
anothcr, than that His Gospel shonld prove to be
the destruction of men, The prayer of the Saviour
was for unity—that all his followers might be
one. And St. Paul in writing to the Corinth-
jans among whom dissensions had been created,
says, “I beseech you, brethren, by the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all spezk the
same thing, and that there be no divisions
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined to-
gether in the same mind, and in the same judg-
ment.”  But with all theso cautions, there was
no prohibition of the Word of God. Its truths
were made known freely and without reserve.
Thoss who had feceived them were urged to
grow in grace and in the knowledga of Jesus
Christ.  Without this thera could have been no
advancement in the divine life—they would have
remained dwarfs in religion instead of growing
up to the stature of perfect men in Cluist. And
s0 it is now. Wherever the Seriptures are with-
held from the people, darkness, gross darkuess
covers them. 'They are ignorant of their civil,
as well as religions rights, and aro the dupes of
the most debasing superstitions. But the Church

of Christ to which wo belong presents them
freely and withont reserve to all her children.
As she was the first to translate them into our
language and unlock the hidden treasures of
the Gospel of Christ, so is she now anxious that
all should know them aund search them dili-
gently. In all our efforts, then, to make known
to you what you must believe, and what you
must do to be saved, our appeal is to the Word
of God. If you cannot find the doctrino, or the
duty there, eitber expressed or arising from fair
and legitimato inference, then it can have no
claim upon your beliet or your practice. I pro-
pose then at present to direct your attention to
the subject of Confirmation; to the renewal of
baptismal vows by the laying on of hands.
Tirst, is it sanctioned by the Word of God?
Secondly, its benefits, ‘Thirdly, the obligations
connected with it.

First; Is it sanctioned by the Word of God?
You will no doubt remember that the Saviour
gave to His Apostles full authority to govern
the Christian Chureh, and make such rules and
regulations as might be necessary for its preser-
vation, and the well-being of all its members.
In order that they might be fully instructed, he
had frequent interviews with them after His re-
surrection, and prior to His ascension. And
we aro fully authorized to believe, that He then
unfolded to them, not only the mode in which
it was to be governed and perpetuated, but also
its whole internal regulations, St. Luke in-
forros us that the Saviour showed Himself after
His Passion, by many infallible proofs, being
seen of them forty days, and speaking of the
things pertaining to the Kingdom of God. And
at the time of His ascension He solemmly in-
vested them with their avthority. This is His
language—* Peaco be unto yon; As my Father
hath sent me, even so send 1 you And when
He said this, Ie breathed on them, and said
unto them, * Receive yo the Holy Ghost.” Here
we have the transfer of Chuist's authority to
them, not to one of their number, but to all
alike; and the great agent of the Spirit of God
to qualify them for their work. This Spirit was,
as Churist promised, to lead them into all truth.
He was to show them not only what was true,
but to keep them from everything false. What-
ever then they orjoined or whatever practice or
regulation they followed or set forth, is binding
upon the members of the Church of Chyist, and
upon all who wish to become members till the
end of time.  If these things were necessary for,”
them, they are necescary for us, and we cannot,
witbout incurring guilt, reject them. Now we
are prepared to examine whether the Apostles
acling under the guidance of the Spirit of God,
enjoined by their practice such a rite as Con-
firmation, the laying on of hands upon those
who had been baptized. Wo have a case directly
in point, recorded in the 8th chapter of the Acts

of the Apostles. Philip, who was only a Deacon
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in the Church of Christ, went down to Samaria
and preached Chyist unto them, and thero wag
great joy in that city. “But when they believed
Philip, preaching the things concerning the
Kingdow of Gud, and e name of Jesus Christ,
they were Dbaptized, both men and women.”
« Now when the Apostles which were at Jerusa-
lem heard that Samaria had received the Word
of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:
Who, when they were come down, prayed for
them that they might receive the Holy Ghost:
(for as yet he was fallen upon none of them:
only they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jusus) Then laid they their hands on
them, and they received tho Hoely Ghost.” Now
I consider that this ease, it there wero no other,
settles tho whole question. Here we have a
Deacon preaching and baptizing. This was all
he could do. He had no authority to lay ou
hands, or he would have doneit. And wehave
two Apostles sent, by the others who were at
Jerusalem, down to Samaria;—for what put-
pose? ‘To lay on hands upon those who had
been baptized by the Deacon. They possessed
a power which he did not. There was then a
ditference in the Christian ministry, as theve is
now. The Bishop from that period holding the
same authority as held by the Apostles; and
they, ever since, as we shall show, continuing the
sawe rite and practice in the Church. Here,
then, is what we mean by Confirmation—thc
laying on hauds of the Chief Pastor of the
Chwreh, upon those who have been baptized—
that they may receive the renewing and purify-
ing influence of the Huly Ghost. And here is
our authotity—the Word of God. But it may
be said this was only to coufer the extraordinary
influcnces of the Spirit; to enable them to pro-
pheey and speak in different languages, &e. We
fully and chgerfully admit that in the Apostolic
age of the Church, such results frequently fol-
lowed after the laving on of hands: But we
have no evidence that all, Loth men and wo-
men, who were baptized by Philip, and received
the laying on of lLands by the Apostles, pro-
phesied and spake with tongues. Even if they
did it would make no ditierence, nor in the least
degree weaken our argument.  They needed, as
all Christians do, the ordinary influences of the
Spirit, to strengthen them in their profession of
faith in Christ, to purify their hearts, and enable
them to persevere unto the end.  Without this,
they wonld have fallen away from the faith.
Now this they received at their Confirmation,
and if miraculous gifts were also given, it could
make no difference. For we find the latter
ceased after the Apostolic age; but the ordinary
gifts of the Spirit are always necessary, and
without which no man could ever become a sin-
cere and huwble follower of Christ, and be puri-
fied in heart. 'We might rest the whole ques-
tion on the case before us. But I proceed to
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other cases, and that Confirmation, or laying on
of hands, is considered by St. Paul as among
the very first principles of the doetrine of Chuist,
Tho case to which I refer is contained in the
19th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. On
a certain oceasion St. Paul visited 1Sphesus aned
found certain disciples there, when ho said unto
them, “IHave ye received the Holy Ghost since
ve believed?  And they said unto him, We
havo not so much as heard whether thero be
any Ioly Ghost. And he said unto them, Unto
what then were ye baptized?  Aund they said,
Unto John’s baptism.  Then eaid Paul, Jobn
verily baptized with tha baptism of repentance,
saying unto the people, that they should believo
on him which should come after him, that is,
on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they
were baptized in the namo of the Lord Josus.
Aud when Paul hiad laid his hands upon them,
the Iloly Ghost came on them; and they spake
with tongues and prophesied.”  Here then we
have, first, Christian baptism, and immediately
following, Confirmation, or the laying on of
hands, They were not baptized by St. Paul,
but by some other miunister, one who had not
the power to lay on hands, or he would no doubt
have done so. But St. Paul laid on Lis hands,
and they veceived the Holy Ghost. They re-
ceived the ordinary influences of the Spirit, for
these were necessary to make them true Chuis-
tians; and the extraordinary gifts, to enable
them to bear testimony to the truth of the :
claims of Clrist as the promised Messiab, These |
latter gifts were necessury, in many cascs, to
convince the Jew as well as attract the Gentile;
but this necessity having passed away, and the
days of miracles ceased, only the ordinary influ-
ences of the Spirit are now received by the lay-
ing on of hands. If they only had received
miraculous gifts, they would not of necessity be
Christians; but the desire of the Apostles was
to make them decided followers of Christ. Such
a practice is as binding upon us as it was upon
the carly Christians. We need, as much as
they, the rencwing influences of the Holy Ghost.
And we certainly can follow no safer guides than
those who were instructed by the Lord himself.
But St. Paul puts Lis own interpretation upon
his own acts, and clearly teaches us that this
rite was to be continued in the Church of Chuist
—that it was not simply to convey miraculous
gifts, but was necessary for all Christians who
wished to grow in grace and in the knowledge
of Jesus Christ. He classes it with the first
principles of the doctrine of Christ, and there-
fore it is necessary for all. A principle of the
religion of Christ cannot be set aside, for it must
lie at, the very foundation of Christian charac-
ter. And, if it formed such a basis, on which
the early disciples were to build their spivitual
edifice, it cannot be rejected by us. In address-
ing the Hebrews, he says, in his 6th chapter, in

I add to the argument, and show that there are i urging them to make greator and more rapid
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advances in their divino lity, * Therefore leaving
the principles of the doetrine of Christy let us
go on unto perfection; not laying again the
foundation of repentanco from dead works, and
of faith toward tod, of the ductiine of baptisms,
and of Jaying on of hands, and of resurrections
of the dead, and of cternal judyment’”  lero
then are gix prineiples which fornn the beginning
of tho Christian hfe—i1cpentanee, faith, baptism,
the Jaying on of hands, and the beliel in the re-
swrreetion and eternal judgmert.  Can we take
any of them away as uniecessuy?  Have the
Saviour aml His Apostles made any difference
as o the Linding nature of one above another?
Is repentance necessary ? Is faith necessary 7 All

admit this to be binding upon us; and, if so,

where, [ ask, is the anthority for rejecting bap-
tism and the Javing on of hands? 1f there be
any, we must find 1t in the Book of God.  But
in it we seo that they are pitdples of our holy
fuith, and can never be 1 jcted, And you will
wbserve that the Chureh foiiows most closely the
requisitions of the Apusiles,  She reguires in
aduits who desive to Lo baptized, that they re-
pent truly of their sing, aud have unteigned fhith
in Christy then comes bapiisin, amd then the
laying on of hands, or Confirmation. The
Word of God is her standard, and Chuist and
1lis Apostles her suides.  She stops not to in-
quire about the fitness of the means to produce
the desired result.  The authority of Christ and
the practice of the Apostles, ucting under the
guidance of the Holy Ghost, who was to lead
them into all trath, is enongh to sanction all her
acts, and to make her cling with firmness to
those good old puths vier which thousands have
passed into Llisstul cternity. We think that
vou will conclude with us that Confirmation is
sanctioned by the Word of God, and i’ so, it is
necgssary for all. Bat we need not stop here.
We shall find that what was commenced Ly the
Apostles was continued by their successors, the
Bishops, in all perivds of the Christian Chureh.
1 would refer you to the evidence furnished by
those who lived nearest the days of the Apostles,
some of .whom cunversed with them, and were
instructed by them in the doctiines and duties
of our hely religion. .\nd I do not ask for
their opinions: they may be vight or they may
be wrong. The Church uever rests upon their
opinions, and uever resgrts to these opiuions to
prove the wruth of Seriptures, or to establish the
practice of the carly Church. She only calls
them as good witnesses to facts; to tell us what
were the dactiines held, aud the pracices ful-
lowed in their day.  We canaot do without this
testimony to establish the buoks of Scripture,
and we rely arpon it also to prove what was the
fuith as well as the practics caca delivered to the
saints. Tertu'lian, whe lived only cighty years
atter St. John, speaks of Cuonflrmation as a cus-
tom universally prevalent in his time, and of
coursa he must have known whether it had been
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observed in the Church from the Apostles’ day
down to his own time. He says, “after bap-
tism i3 laying on of hands, by blessing amd
prayer, inviting the Holy Spivit, who graciously
descends from the Father upon the bodies
clennsed and blessed by baptism,”  Cyprian,
the Bishop of Carthage, who lived fifty years
later, writes thus, “those who are baptized in
tho Church aro oftered to the Dishop of the
Chureh, and by our prayer and imposition of
hands, receive the IToly Ghost and are conse-
erated by the sign of the Lowl.”  Jerome, who
lived 300 years after the Apostles, says, “the
Bizhop visited all tho lesser cities, and by tho
imposition of hands, invoked the Holy Spirit
upon those who had beon baptized by the Pres-
byters and Deacons.””  And again he says,
“Do you demand where wo find an authority
for Confirmation? I answer, in the Acts of the
Apostles.  But although we could produce no
positive authority from Seripture, yet the con-
sent and practice-of the whole world in this re-
speet would have the foree of a commandwent.”
Such is a part of the testimony of those who
lived nearest to the days of the Apostles.

Concluded in ournext,

Constitution of the Church in the United States.

T Chureh (in tho United States) has un-
doubtedly accepted the principle of a general
diffusion of power among her members. In
some dioceses it is even universal; every person
who bas been in any way received into-connec-
tion with her, being entitled to vote in the paro-
chial meetings, which are her primary electoral
assemblies and furnish the busis of her whole
clectoral system. In other dioceses the prinei-
ple has been admitted of some payment towards
the parochial expenses.  Insomeindividual con-
gregations, where church edifices have been
built on the pew system, the ownership or rent-
ing of a pew or part of a pew, is required as one
of the qualifications for a vote. To this extent,
the prineipie of a property qualification has been
admitted; but it is by no means & Chureh prin-
ciple.  On tho contrary, it is a violation of
Church principle. The Church undoubtedly
looks upon all her members as equal; except so
far as her Divine Constitation arranges them
into orders.  The abolition of all such qualifica-
tivts would be a step towards adapting the go-
vernment ¢of the Church to the spirit of the
civil government, which we should willingly see

taken. )
With respect to the cqual distribution of
porwer, the Chuich is unable fully to adopt tha¢™{"
—_
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prmcxplc. The <lxstnbuuon of powcr 1my be |

urequal in three respeets. It may be divided
unequally among classes; it may be divided un-
equally ameng difterent portivns of territory; or
it may be divided unequally among individuals.

. o . o f
Practieally, the last proposition is only true of

derived power; and of thay it must always be
trune.  In associations connected with pecuniary
interests, in which property is the basis of the
society, men are not unfrequently ullowed to vote

in proportion ta the interest which they may hold .

in the property of the society. Iut such a prin-
ciple is not applicable, and ‘has never beeu ap-
plied, to political societies. Political power may
be unequally divided among classes of men, or
even among men colleeted in masses, which are
separated from each other by territorial bounda-
ries. But an inequality of votes among men of
the same class and community, would he an
fnnovation in politics. The Church has not
thought proper to make that innovation.

The unequal distribution of power among
communities separated by territorial lines may
Le produced by distributing it cqually among
unequal communities, or unequally among equal
communities, or by adopting the principle of
representation according to numbers, subject to
some arbitrary limitations. The whole matter
is ihtimately connected with the federative sys-
tem, and will be best considered in that connec-
tion. We shall, therefore, leave that part of the
subject for the present.

The unequal distribution of power among
classes may be produced by dividing it equally
among classes composed of unequal numbers, or
by giving to onoe class powers, which are denied
to others. It cannot be denied, that the Church
has distributed power unequally among classes
in both modes. Her classes are called orders,
and are a part of her Divinély given Constitu-
tion. She is divided into the two great classes,
or ordets, of clergy and laity. The clergy again
are divided into the three orders of bishops,
priests, and deacons. Tach of these three or-
ders has its own peculiar powers, which the
Church holds to be Divinely given, and which,
thorefore, cannot bo changed. The existence of
these orders is an unckangeable part of the Con-
stitution of the Church which nevor can, there-
fore, become purely democratie.  The powers of
two of the three orders of clergy, the bishops and
priests, include powers of government. DBoth

—— T
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possess )udmml .unhm ity, and the bnhops Icms-
lative, as inherent parts of their respective n!lwcs.
These the Church cannot take away, she can
only interpose checks against their abuse,

In the legislative departinent, this is done by
subjecting them to mutual checks, and both to
the check of tha neeessity of the concurrence of
the laity. | By this means an unegual distribu-
tion of power is made, by “an equal distribution
of it among three unequal elasses;

sluce there
must always be fower pricats than Iaymen, and
fewer bishops than priests.  Dut this arrange-
ment cannot be changed; beeause the neantives
of the bishops and presbyters are necessaiy to
the protection of the privileges, which they, the
minority. held, and which they must hold, Le-
cause thiey are Divinely given. The negative of
the laity is necessary as a seeurity that these pui-
vileges shall not be abused, to the prejadice of
the great body of the Church. The Chuurch,
then, lias, and must retain, a legislature in which
several orders, that is, classes, counterbalance
each otler.

Yet she carries out this principle of mutual
checks, in such a mode as to mitigate the evils
which it might bo feared would arise from the
negative, which the less numerous classes possess
on the action of the more numerqus. No man
can pass into the class of bishops except aftor an
clection, upon which the order of laymen have 2
distinet negative. No man can be elected = re-
presentative of the priests in the legislative
council of the Churclyat large, without receiving
alarge number of lay voles. In many dioceses,
the order of the laity have a direct negative on
his eleetion.  In addition to this, the laity havo
a control over the conduct of each individnal
presbiter, arising from the fact, that if he is at
the Lead of a congregation, he has been placed
there Ly lay votes; if he be not, he can ouly bo
provided for Ly lay votes. Moreover, they are,
overy one of them, dependent for the comfort of
their lives upon the good-will of the individual
laymen with whom they may be in contact.

Where the sapporf of the minister is derived :

frows subseriptions, his very subsistence is in the
hands of the laity. Where it is derived from

pew rents, he has an indirect interest in keep-
Upon the whole, the-

ing the pews occupied.
Church seems to have provided sufficient prac-
tical guarantees against tho abuse of power by
her privileged orders.  They have been hitherto

o . w—— o . -
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l’uund pmcucallv e[huonl 'lhe trug objection
lies tho other way; it is, that some of them
may be abused, and, in fact, have been abused,
to the injury of tho clergy.

—[True Catholic.

Dialogue botween a Canadicn Clorgyman and a
Romunist Laymen.

No. 1L
Rox—1Vhat is tho subject we are to discuss
this evening ?

Cler—~The most important perhaps of all;
for, until this is disposed of] it is impossible that
wo should arrive at any satisfactory conclusion
respecting the others. It is the authority and
uso of the Holy Seriptures. 1 suppose that this
little book correetly states the doctrine of your

A )

- chureh.

F

Rom.—I have no doubt it does; what does
it say?

Cler—“That it has always been taught and
believed in the Catholic religion, that Holy
Seripture, which contains"the writien word of
Qod, and deserves therefore all our veneration,
does not, nevertheless, contain all the revealed
truths; but that there is besides an unwritten
word of God, whichk we call T'radition, by which
certain revealed truths, which are not contained
in Holy Seripture, have been transmitted from
genoration to generation, from the days of the
Apcstles to our own; and that of these truths
the Church is the guardian and iuterpreter.”

Rom.—Thai, I believe, is the doctrine of our
church; but it is moro clearly and concisely
stated in the decree of the Council of Trent:—
% All saving truth is not contained in the Holy
Scripture. but partly in the Scripture, and partly
in unwrilten traditions, which whosoever doth
not receive with like piety and reverence as he
doth the Seriptures, let him be aceursed.”

Cler—That is certainly clear enovgh; but
not less so i3 the solemn declaration of the
Church of England, that “Holy Scripture con-
tuineth ull things necessary to salvation: So that
whatsoever is nol read therein nor may be
proved thereby, is not to be required of any
av, that it should be believed as an article of
the faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to
salvation.”

Row.—Then you reject tho traditions of the
Charch as of no value whatsoever?

Cler.—Very far from it.  'Wo know, on the

contrary, that, even with regard to the Serip-
tures themselves (us Bishop Kaye says), the tra-
dition preserved in the Church is, so far as ex-
ternal evidenco is concerned, the eonly ground
on which their genuineness ean Do established.
But we believe that if holy men were moved by
the Spirit of God to write treatites and epistles,
which in IIis providence havo been preserved to
the Church, it was in order that in all succeed-
ing ages they might be used as a safeguard
against the corruption or porversion of that pure
doctrine which the Lord Jesus Christ delivered
to Iis immediate disciples. What the Apostles
spoke canuot be contradicted by what the Apos-
tles wrote; und therefore the Secriptures furnish
the test by which the truth of all teaching is to
be tried. It was with this conviction, that our
reformers opposed the notion that men must,
upon the mere authority of tradition, receive as
necessary to salvation, doctrines not contained in
Scripture.

Rom.—Then according to you the Chmch is
built not upon the foundatlon of the Apostles
and Propbets, but upon the Bible; not upon a
living ministry, but upon thée dead letter of a
written law, Wkat is the use of a ministry or
of a Church at all, if the Bible coutains all
thinge necessary tc salvation ?

Cler.—~You might as we . 3k what is theuse
of a King if he can only rule in accordance with
the constitution, or of a Judge if he can only
decide according to the law,

Rom -—'lhat is a very unfortunate illustra-
tion; for you Protestants admit of no antho
rity in matters of faith, and make it your boast
that every man is his own judge in all that ap-
pertains to his religion. You all appeal, it is,
true, to the Bible; but then the law of tie Bible
appears to be either very obscure or very con-
tradictory; for ils decision is always exactly
what each one of you wishes it to be. Look
for instance at that paper lying on your table,
called the “Canada Evangelist.” It has a
viguelte representing a pair of scales. In one
scale is the Bible, and in the other a pile of
creeds, confessions, councils, fathers,

Cler.—I must interrupt you to protest once
more against being made responsible for the
opinions of all those who may be called Pro-
testants, With regard to this vignette, if it
means that the Bible would outweigh all creeds
and confessions, which might L¢ proved to baat
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variance with it, then all Protestants would re-
coguise the truth of sich an assertion.  But if it
means, that what My, A. or Mr. B, the author of
soma strange theory, or the founder of someo
new scety thinks is contained in the Bibleis to
outweigh the unanimous voico of the primitive
chureh expressed in ereeds and confessions, those
gentlemen must have a very overweening sense
of their own importance; and assuredly the
Church of England will never countenanco their
delusion,

Rom.—But I have heard members of the
Church of England as loud in their assertion of
the right of private judgment as those of any
other denomination. Is it not ecverywiere
asserted 10 bo the very keystone of Drotestant-
ism?

Cler.—I think not, although we have very
many ignorant members in our chureh, as you
have in yours. But there is a great deal of mis-
apprehension with regard to this “right of private
judgment.” No one can read thio history of the
Church without seeing that at the time of the
Reformation such an idea, as that which is now
souglit to be conveyed by these words, was ¢n-
tertained by no party, and least of all by those
wlho most strongly resisted thie spiritual authority
of Rome. Not only were they, as fur instance
Luther and Calvin, the Scotch Presbyterians
and the New England Puritans, most vehement
in asserting that in their respective creeds only
was salvation to be found, but they wero by no
means reluctant to avail themselves of the tem-
poral sword to forco those crecds .upon others.
In process of time, however, a betier spirit pre-
vailed, and men came to see that spiritual wea-
pous are the only ones with which the Church
ought to propagate and defend the truth, Then
it was that the xight of private judgment pre-
vailed; the political right, that is, which every
Englishman now enjoys, of following, in reli-
gious matters, the dictates of his own judgment,
~ without thereby subjecting himsell to persecu-
“tion or temporal punishment. But while we
thus assert that every man has politically *the
right” to believe what he pleases, so long as it
does not interfere with the welfare of the com-
munity, it by no means follows that be is mo-
rally right in believing what is contrary to the
truth,  The right of private judgment really
means that a man may hold his own opinions
without becoming, as formerly, amenable to any

carthly tribunal; but there s a far higher ti-
bunal, at which we belivve every man will havo
lo give account for any errors which hoe might
havo avoided.

Rom.—Well, I agree in all you have stated,
I Xnow that in darker times it was judged ne-
cessary Dy the Authorities of most Christian
countries to arrest with the sword the progress
of heresy aud infidelity ; bus 1 hope those times
are gona by, and for ever.

Cler—1 am glad to hear you say so. Yet
you cannot be ignorant, that in those countrics
where your chureh is predominant a very dif-
fevent spirit prevails. And even in tho United
States a vriter, whose journal is formally sanc-
tioned Ly the Bishop of every diocese—I alludeo
to Mr. Brownson—has declared it to be the duty
of the temporal authorities to arrest, by punish-
ment and persecution, the progress of heresy.

Rom.—We are digressing from our subject.
And you havo not answercd my assertion that
Protestants, including tho mass of members of
the Chureh of England, claim the right, mo-
rally as well as politically, of believing whatever,
in their own private judgment, they think to be
the teaching of the Bible.

Cler—Remember that we are to appeal to
nothing but the recognized teaching of the
Church in her formularies and articles. And I
challenge you to show that she anywhere puts
forward such a doctrine. On the contrary, she
expressly declares in her Articles, that the
Church has “ authority in controversies of Faith,”
and that she is “a witness and a keeper of Holy
Writ”  But yet fwither, her children nover
assemble for-worship without solemuly declaring
their belief in those great doctrines of the chris-
tian religion, which many centuries ago were
embodied in the primitive creeds. Can you
deny, then, that she considers those creeds bind-
ing upon all her members; or can you doubt
that they, as a matter of fact, do recognize them
as binding ypon themselves 2

Rom.—Yot even those creeds themselves
may admit of different interpretations, for we
too reccive them; and where in your church is
there any authority that can decide upon their
meaning ?

Cler—I do not think your statement is true.
1 do not believe that in any honest mind there
can be much doubt as to the meaning of the
croeds. The differences between .ourselves.and

A
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the Churclt of Rome do not arise from any
doubt as to their meaning, Lut from ad-litions
which have been made to them, and which aro
mostly acknowledged to be drawn net from
Ioly Seripture, but from supposed *unwritten
traditions.” ' English Reformers proceeded
upon the principle of unhesitatingly rejecting
such traditions unless they are in entive accord-
ance with Holy Scriplure, and unless they are
proved to have existed in the very cailiest ages
of the Church.  And, to quole once more the
words of Bishop Kaye, ¢we in the present day
must tread in their footsteps and imitate their
moderation if we intead to combat our Ruman
Catholie adversaries with success.  We must be
careful that, in our anxiety to avoid ono ex-
treme, we run not into the other, by adopting
the extravagant language of those who, not con-
tent with aseribing a paramount authority to
the written word on all pointa pertaining to eter-
nal salvation, talk as if the Bible—and that, too,
the Bible in our English translation—1were, in-
dependently of all external aids and evidences,
suflicient to prove ils own .genuineness and in-
spiration, and to be its own interpreter.”

Rom.~Well, T wish that the actual belief of
you Protestants, or Anglican churchmen as you
call yourselves, were more in accordance with
the authoritative teaching of your church; for
then we should not be so puzzled to know what
you do believo.

Cler—~To that wish T can heartily say
"% Amen

Tho Church and the Wesleyans,
Wz are so often called upon to deplore the suc-
cessful efforts made to produce discord and divi-
sions among christians, that any sttempt to pro-
mote union among those who have been sepa-
rated is a cheering and encouraging sign. Even
«if it should fail, it is an ovidence of a christian
temper. s
It cannot be denied that the external difficul-
; ties in the way of such a reunion as is now
“ sought by infleential members of the Church of
Engiand are very great. God grant that they
«may nol prove insuperable! Wo say the ex-
- ternal Jiffieultics; because real doetrinal differ-
! ences, between the Church of England snd the
i mass of the Wesleyan Methodists, there ave none,
+ Of courso there are large numbers of them whom
| we do not believe to hold “the faith” in its in-

t

tegrity ; and so there are among the members of
the church. But thero is no positive dissent
from our creeds or liturry, no objection to wor-
ship in our churches, It was no doctrinal dif-
furence which has separated so many thousands
from tho conununion of the chureh; it is no
doetrinal difference which keops so many cartiest
and pious men scparate. Tt was John Wesley
who, uot many months before Lis death, ex-
horted his peoplo never to forsake the commu-
nien of the chureh, lest God should forsake
them; and those who call themselves by his
name would require, one would suppose, but
little persuasion to induco them to cuter ouce
more info active communion with that chureh,
of which it was Dis greatest joy to eall himselt
sn ordained minister. We eannot but think that
if the way were but made somewhat easy for
them, and especially for their ministers, there
are thousands who would hasten to do so. We
ave seen, we continually sce, Wesleyan com-
municants, Wesleyan Sunday-school teachers,
Wesleyan Sunday-school pupils, Wesleyan choir-
singers, in our churches; nay at some of our
country-stations the majority of our congrega-
tions is sometimes made up of Wesleyans. And
we know from actual intercourse with numbers
of Wesleyans whom we hionour and esteern, that
there is a strong and warm love for the church
of their fathers yet lingering in their hearts.
Will they refuse to become one with us again?
Will they, when wo are the first to hold out the
hand, and to entreat them to be reconciled for
Chuist’s sake, and for the souls of the perishing ?
When we acknowledge, as most cordially we do,
that the estrangement is, in & great measure, our
fault, and took its rise in the apathy, the dead-
ness, the lack of vital religion in the Church of
England during the cighteenth century?  Who
can doubt the vast impulse which would be
given to the cause of Christ and His pure reli-
gion, if Churchmen aid Wesleyans would again
Lecome one body animated by one mind, and
with united efforts labour in the service of their
common Master?

Ttho difficulties of such aTe-uniting would not
Le so great in Canada as they are in England;
for there can be no obstacles in the shape of “a
suspicion that in promoting union the Church
of England desires to obtain patronage, or tem-
poral influence.” But, on the other hand, the
unsettled state of our own internal affuirs must
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probably for some timo forbid any steps Leing
taken by the church as a body, towards seeh a
desirable olject.  But in tho mean whils some
good may be effeeted by diseussion, and by pre-
paring the minds of people in Loth communitics
to 1eceive such a propesition favourably.

With these preliminary remarks wo, commend

to the thoughtful perusal of our readers, the fol-
lowing important and interesting document.
At the closo of last year a meeting was held

al St. James' Rectory, Piceadilly, at which the
desirableness of union amonagst christians was

discussed. The result was that a few of the
clergymen and gentlemen present were requested
to consider and reputt * what mweasures it way
e expedient to take for promoting union with

the Churely of England on the partof chiristians

not at present in active connuuion with her

The following committee was appointed, fnchul-

ing four names which were added subse-

quently :—

Cuamaan—Rev. J. E. Kempe, Rector of St. James’,
Westminster,

Rev. it Buraess, Prebendary of St Paul's and Ree-
tor of Upper Chelsea.

Rev. Dr. llessey, Preacker to the Ion. Society of
GQray’s-inn, and Head Master of Merchant Taylor's
School.

Rev. Ernest Hawkins, Prebendary of St. Paul’s, and
Minister of Curzon chapel, May tair.

Rev. Lord C. A. Harvey, Rector of Chesterford,
Bssex.

Rev. J. W, Ayro, Incumbent of St. Mark's, North
Andley-street.

Henry loare, Bsq., 14, New-street, Spring-gardens.

. Chambersy Esq., ALP., 7, Cumberland-place,
Hyde-park. :

Rev. Henry Alford, Minister of Quebee chapel.

Rev. J. Lawrell, Incumben: of St. Matthew’s, City-

road.

Rev. Y. I Hoare, Oakfield, Crawley, Sussex.

Rev. J. Paul, Incumbent of 'I'wigworth, Gloucester;
end Rev. A. C. Smith, of St, Audrew's, Ilolborn,
ITon. Sees,

The committes who were requested to consider
% whal mensures it may be expedicnt to take for
promoting union with the Church of England
on the part of christians not at present in active
communion with her,” beg leave to present the
following report: . :

“The field proposed to the committee being
alarge one, it seemed desirable to select for
consideration one boldy of christiaus only, in
order to make & commencement,

“ The body so selected was that of the Wes-'
. leyans,

“They wers induced to make this selection by

" soveral considerations.

First, because the Wesleyans generally dis-

o

‘Secondly, because, so far as the committee
understand Wesler’s own sentiments, he ex-
pressed himself tv the last most strongly amainst
any separation from the Church of England,
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T'hirdly, "becauss the apathy of the Church

" of Bogland hevself during the eighteenth con-

cury havive beea, inoa grent measure, the oeea-

sion of thay gradual etrawgem-ng which has re-

stlted in the present state of things, the Wesley-

- ans atpear to hine an especial claim upon the
chureh,

rourtkly, beeausy it has been represented to
. them that there exists on the part of divers ex-
; cellent Wesleyan ministers, not only a willing-
1 ness to receive, but a wish for, Episcopal Ordi-
" nation,

“ Kifthly, becauso the Wesleyans have under
their influence a large elass of persons with
i whow the influenes of the chureh s compara-
tively powerless, and to whom they (the Wes-
leyans) consider that they lave a distinet mis-
. ~ion, so that the reeonciling of a body thus influ-
eatial seewe to be an important first step towards
generl religious union,

“ Having thus determined that the case of the
Werleyaus was the ense to which their attention
cught 1o be turned in the first instance, the cum-
, mittee bad next to consider wiwether the cffort
i to be wade should be an attempt
H to couciliate the Wesleyans as a body by means
‘ of direet offers to the confurence, or,
| to clear away difliculties which hamper the con-
|
1
|

sciences of individual ministers, or other mem-
bers of the Wesleyan body, or otherwise dis-
courage Their movement towards the c]n.u'ch.

. “The former of these courses, after having
been fully debated, scemed unlikely to produce
any result: .

Tor, -
The Wesleyan system, having now be-

come thoror:ghly organized, and as it were here-
ditary, appeared incapable of being wrought
upon, as a system, except in one of the four fol-
lowing ways:— . . )
& Iirst, by formally admitting Wesleyan mi-
nisters to ofliciate co-ordinately with the clergy
of the Church of England without baving re!

ceived Episeopal Ordination, : .

But this, of course, the committee conld not en-
tertain, bearing in mind the fundaweital. prin<
ciples of the Church of England, as set forth in
the Prefuce to the Ordinakion Service, and in the
19th, 23rd, and 36th Articles of Relivion,
“ Or, secondly, by inviting all Weslevan minis-
ters to receive Mpiseopal Ordination.
But this the committeo believed would be met,
by so much opposition, ag woulll defeat at onée
any scheme of compichension. = "
“Or, thirdly, by inviting all Wesleyan niifjs-
ters to connection with the Churclr of England,
as lay members indeed, but as holding a mis-
sionary office. The conditions of such holding
would be, that they should resort to the ehurch
for the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and ve-
frain from inistering it themselves; limiting
their functions to the evangelizing of distriets or

. tlasses which have not Leen 1eaclied, or cannot

| «t present be reached, by the chureh,
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This at first appeared somewhat feasible, bul the
committee were induced to abandon it, upon
cousidering the vastness of the ellort which
would te required o the part of Wesleyan wi-
pisters.  They would feel themselves to be giv-
ing up ministerial powers which they believe
that tiey have acquized; and that, without any
fmmeliate prospest of Episcopat Qrdination.

% Or, fourthly, by consenting to confer Epis-
coppl Ordination onany Wesleyan minister who
might desire it, and, in the judgment of the
Bishop, be qualified 10 receive it—such minister
being aliowed to retain his conneetion with the
Wesleyan body, and o officiate in a Wesleyan
chapel, provided that he use the liturgy of the
Church of England,

But this also was lecet with difficulties, owing
to the number of points which the discussion of
it brought to liaht, involving patronage, trustee-
ship, aud propety. Muieover, thie Weslevan
sratem does not admit of fixity of {eawe in
chapels. A minister thus episcopally ordai-ed
might in 2 year or two be succeeded by one ot
episcopally ordaineld. To demand his continu-
ance in the same sphese of winistry wounld Le,
in eect, to demand the sure.der of this or that
chape! absolutely, durinz his e, tothe Cheicl,
of Envland. And unless this poiat were seeused,
it seemed that all eftorts towards nuiting chureh-
people and Wesleyans in the sume town or vil-
lnge would be illusory.

% From -these considerztions, with others of
less moment, which need ot be stated at lengeth,
it seemed to the committeo impracticable to ap-
proach the Wesleyans as a body by mexns of
direct ofters to the conference.

4 They thercfore felt unable to recommend
any petition to convocation, praying that ihis
. course may be adopted.

“The committee next addressed themselves
to the second question—viz,, whether it is pos-
sible

to clear away difficulties which hamper the
conscicnces of individual ministers, or other
members of the Wesleyan body, or otherwise
discourage their movement towards the church.

“The chief of these difficulties appeared to
resolve themselves into the &our mentioned in
the petition.

“It appeared to the committee that if, in a
spirit of love, resolutions couid be drawn up cal-
culated to meet these difiiculties, such resslu-
tions, if they became in any way the expression
of the Churel'’s wind, wonll do mueh wowards
turnieg the Learts of individual ministers, and
other members of the Wesleyan body, to the
church from which their founder never sepa-
rated himself. ’

“ After many meetings, and much anxious
thought, not without prayer for Divine guidance,
they agreed to a series of resolutions, which were
afterwards embodied in the petition given be-
low. “J. E. Xewrg, Chainnan.

% March 3, 1856."

The above report was communicated to o
large mecting ai St James' Rectwry, Picca-

)
1
i
¥

|
:
|
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|

dilly, on Thursday evening, darch 6. The re-
suit of the conversation that ensued was the
proposal of the following petition to Convoea-
tivn, founded mainly on the report, and expand-
ing the resolutions contained in it. 1t was then
numerously signed, and will lie at Messrs, Riv-
inton’s, 3, Waterloo-place, for general sigua-
tuig i—

% T%e lemble Petition of the undersigned Cler-
gy and Laity of the Church of Zngland to
the Most Iev. the drchhishop, the Right
Rev. the DBishops, and the Rev. the Cleray
of the Province of Clunterbury, in Convo-
cution assembled, steweth :

“That your petitioners, seriously laying ‘to
heart the great dangers we are in by our un-
happy divisions,” and” carnestly desiring a closer
union amung coistians, have Leen led in the
first instanee 1o review the causes which impede
the rextoration to tiie Chureh of England of one
particular religions community, namely, the
Wesleyan Methodists.

“That your petitioners are given to under-
stand that mmong the chief difiiculties in the
way of such reunion we the following :—

1. An impression on tise part of the Wesleyans
that the Chureh of England is not sutliviently caretul
with ve.pact to the ordisation of candidates for the
ministry, or safliviently jealous of t:e personal hoki-
ness of Ler ministers and other members.

2. A persuasion that the Wesleyan system of
‘ class-meeda,s’ wouid Le furmally disapproved by
the Chureh of Enaland.

3. A strong vhicetion to the imposition of a three
year: enee o i Wesleyan minister before he can
be episcopully ordained.

“4¢ A suspicion that ju promoting union the
Clurdh of Dagiand desires o obtain patronage, or
temporal influence.”

“That your petitioners desive to meet these
difliculties in the spirit of chyistian eandour and
christian charity.

“They beg ieave, therefore, humbly to repre-
sent lo your two houses as follows -

“That they desire most earnestly that every
precaution should be taken to ensure personal
holiness and other mecessary qualifications in
caundidates for the sacred ministiy of the church,
zmd that none should be admitted to holy orders
bus such us can answer conscientionsly the ques-
tions put to every candildate in the Ordination
Service—a test which, if fLithfully applied, they
are satisfied would secure, so far as buman
means ean be expected to secuve, an efficient and
godly ministry.

% That with reference to the personal holiness
of the clergy and other members of tha Church
of Eugland, they would cordiaily rejoico if bet-
tor means could be devised than at present exist
for the exercise of godly discipline. :

“That in the apimon of your petitioners the
relention by the Wesleyans of their system of
cluss-meeting s’ aead net be an jnsuperable ob-
s1acle to their reunion withk the Church.
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“That in respect to the admission of & Wes-
leyan minister to the orders of the Chureh of
Tngland, your petitioners submit that it would
be proper to retain the requirement of a threo
years' testimonial, so far as regards lite and be-
baviour; but as vegards soundness in the faith,
and general fitness” for the sacred ministry, they
think it desirable that the perivd of probation
be reduced, and that no longer time be p ~-

scribad than the Lishop may require to sa 1y

himself on those essential poinis,

“That your petitioners diselaim all wish to
interfere with the property or patronage of the
Wesleyan body.

“That, whilst anxious for the removal of
every unnecessary barrier between the Church
of England and the Wesleyan Methodists, your
Peitivners cannot refrain from saying that thep
woulid entertain better hopes of eventaal recon-
ciliation, could the Wesleyaus be induced to re-
vert to the principles of their founder, by the
receiving the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
in the parish church only.

¢+ Lastly—That your pelitioners desire hum-
bly to reprc=ent to your two houses that, aiming,
as they do, at the restoration of union, they
would heartily rejoice to see such of the Wes-
leyan ministers as are already in mind and spirit
one with the Church of Eugland, united to her
by Episcopal Ordination, and so placed in a
position to co-operate with her clergy as fellow-
labourers in the vineyard of their common Lord
and Master.

“Your petitioners, therefore, huwbly pray
that your two houses will be pleased to take the
pramises into your serious consideration, and to
advise upon such measures as to you may seem
most expedient for bringing about a restoration
of the Wesleyan Methodists to the communion
of the Church of England.”

Caurch Matters at Clackington in 1875.
* Cantinurd.
CHAPTER VIIT.
~ ©But it isn't suppased, is it asked Mz Jack-
son, “that all that mullitude ave arranged in

special jews apprepriated to each particular
- spirit, and nuwbered, 2s 2 sort of warning against
trespass ¥

4 Joxcuse me,” interrupted Mr. Sharpley, ina
: grand way, as if in truth he needed no excuse;
-« X veally am unablo to understaad these gentle-
~men; their arguments are too sublimated for
my poor earthly comprehension. Mr. Cramp-
ton approves of enlarging the church, but objects
to the mode of mecting the expensze, in which
[ view M. Jackson scems to coiucide. Do these
gentiemen clject to a bazare”?

« Certainly,” said Al Crampton, “without

wishing to question the perfectly sincera con-
victions of others on the propricty of such modes
of raising money, T do object to them, as”-

“I should think so,” broke in Mr. Jackson;
“why, what are they generally but a system of
polite swindling—a bringing in of the world to
do God’s work. Why, bless iny heart! isn't it
a fact that all the prettiest girls in the place are
got to act as sales-women, who smile and coax
live pounds out of tender-hearted young gentle-
mea for something that isn’t worth five shil-
lings—and what they can't cheat them into
buying they get vid of by that devil's contriv-
ance—a lottery.  Object, indeed! I should
rather think s6—humph!” And with an extra
dig into the bottom of his pockets he sat down.

* We will not argue the question of bazaars,”
resumed Mr, Sharpley with the calmness of supe-
rority; “bud Mr. Crampton objects to the pro-
posed addition being pewed; or even if he
should waive that objection, I understand him to
take exception to the sale of them in case of their
being erected. Do these gentlemen forget that
means for the erection of the addition have to
be provided, and that an increase in the income
of the church is expected from them ?”

1 forget nothing of the kind, I assure you,”.
said Crampton. “I think, however, that the
sum required could at once be raised by our
own immediate offerings without resorting to so
exceedingly an objectionable procecling, as it
seems to me, as to sell what does not b,el'ong‘ to
us; besides, as you rightly say, I object to pews
altogether—they keep multitudes from cl}urch,
who would otherwise gladly attend—they foster
unchristian feelings of exc]usiveness—they con-
stantly produce some dispute aud irsitation of.
fecling, and they are adorned for the comfort
and glory of man in that sacred place where.all
things should bo subordinate to the glory of
Ged. I olject most strongly to the sale of
them on a variety of grounds, but chiefly be-
cause it renders the solemn act of consacration
cither & nullity or a mockery. If you sell your
pews before consecration, then by that act you
profess to give to God what you have already
sold to man, acd which he can transfer from
hand to band as he can any other property. If
vou consecrato first and sell the pews afterwards,
you actually take back into your own hands,
aud sell to man what you bhave by the most
solemn act alrendy given to Almighty Gode My
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awn pnnmplce lead me to \oo\\ upon such a pro-
ceeding s being almost guilty of robbery for
sacrifice.”

Great objections were made to thesa views of
Mr, Crampton, and the idea of taking the doors
oft the present pews excited especial imldigna-
tion,
meeting, as 2 mere erotehet of a rather suspi-
cions nature, involving a great loss of personal
comfort and an almost sinful throwing away of
money.,

Poor Mr. Slowton, whoese views had been a
good deal jufluenced by each speaker in succes-
sion, was rather in a seruit in making up his
mind on which side to throw his influsnce; but
as it was plain that the great mujority were
cither amazed or amused by the statements of
Mr. Crampton and his solitary supporter, he re-
solved to go Leartily with Me. Sharpley, whese
plan was very gencrally applazded and finally’
vesolved on, all that Mr. Crampton could sue-
ceed in effecting in the way of increasing the
number of free seats buing the promise of 2 few
of the pews nearest the door, when the present
oécupiints should have secured” more eligible
accommodation in the neighbourhood of the

| pulpit.

CHAPTER IX.

- - "~ s

* It*was about the time that Mr. Crampton and
his abriipt fiiend Mr. Jackson became convinced
that nny carnest effort to seeuwre church accom-

" roodation for the poor was.well nigh vain, in the

existing state of feeling in Clackington, that the
diocese in which it was situated unexpectedly

" lost its bishop, in consequence of savere illness

produced by the fatirue of an extended confir-
The 1iht of election which had

colbnial clergymen. They had in each ease
proved excellent and carnest men, but in neither

" had they proved themselves cqual to tne re-

quitements of the remarkable period in which
they lived. Throngh the good hand of her God

; upon 1i Tior, the Ch\nm was yoar by year awaken-
* ing from the colluess

and deaduess of other
dn)s, t» a warmth and vitality which had been
unknown for ages—men wWere reverting to her
true principles as Jaid down in her Book of
Common Prayer, and the result was a true-
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Iis plans were pooly pouhid by the whole |

hearted .md often succe%ful effort to train men
to a holy life; leading them on to that perfee-
tion supposed Dby their baptismal profession,
whicl is nothing less than “to follow the exam-
ple of our Savieur Clrist, and to be made like
unto Him.” ab-
¢ surdity was daily becoming wore rare, of men
' ~holding & doctrinal system at variance with her
l plainest teachings, ministering at her altars, and
I denying in their preaching what they had as-
I serted in Do prayers. The straighiforwardness:
l

The miserable and injurious

of the Anglo-Saxon character was day by day
refusing more and more distinctly to connten-
ance any longer the mischievous and dishonest
fhackery of men, in one of the most solemn
moments of thejr lives taking upon them a
solemn vow of conformity and obcdx(‘nce to the
Churel’s Jaws, and then systematically, and
w thout & shadow of excuse, not only violating
but absolutely ridicaling, if not denouneing, thuse
very requirements  which they Iad pledged
themseives to keep. The feeling was year by
vear growing more definite among men of all
parties, that1f such vows were right they should
be kept, if' they were wrong they should not be
taken. Ilence young men preparing for the
ministry were forced to consider whether or not
they could conscientiously deelare their belief in
the Janguage of the Prayer-Book taken in its
pliin and Jiteral Jnterpretation, and whether
they really intended to Zeep the vows of obe-
dience to its laws which they were required to
make. I they came to the conclusion that its
doctrines were true and its rules nnd'requirc-
ments lawful, then on {aking ordels they felt
bound to teach the one and obey the other—if
they had doubts and serupies on cither of these
points they generslly relinquished the idea of
the minisiry and devoted themselves to some
other oceupation.  MHenece it necessarily followed
that the ranks of the younger cleray were filled
with men who were all but unanimous in their
adherence to the teachings and laws of the
Church. .

On the other hand, senior men had taken
orders in a time when these points were littlo
thought of, and when the existing practice, low
and undeq: ate as it was, was lxcnd to bo the
standard of doctrines and duaty, instead of the
high and holy the~ry unceasingly set forth by
i the Church herself. Thet theory, though it had
! Leen before their eyes whenever they read their
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Prayer-Books, and though one to which they
had given their assent, scemed to them an un-
reasonable and impractiéable thing whichy though
it might have suited a former age, was not cal
culated for the nineteenth century.

Yet it was from the ranks of these men that
the two former elections had necessarily taken
place, the age and standing of the respeetive
candidates going far in determining the choice
of the diveese. They were however men who,
notwithstanding their individual excellence, were
mare than questionable in their adherence to
the evident doctrines of the Prayer-Beok, and
who bad never in their own persons or practice
endeavoured to carry out its laws,

Hence arose endless difficulties and heart-
burnings.  Younger men differently trained,
and having no love for a system which had
brought forth little fruit, and which had at ler gth
sunk down in too many instances into respuct-
able worldliness covered by an unreal assump-
tion of spirituality, feit themselves bound in con-
science to teach the doctrines andscomply with
the laws of the Church to which they belonged:
and since those doctrines and laws strike at the
very root of worldliness and sclf-seeking, and
teach men {or the love of their Lord to do those
deeds of love to their brother also, which involve
an amount of self-denial that talking never does,
the necessary consequence was, that opposition
was excited, and difficulties arose, which not un-
frequenily led to appeals to the, authority and
decision of the Bishop. Faithful churchmen,
however, whether clerical or lav, had little con-
fidence in onc who, notwithstanding his high
oflice, was of doubtful orthodoxy; and it was
hardly possibie for him consistently to uphold
a clergyman in faithfully carrving out the laws
of thie Church when it was 1il:xin by a simple
reference 1o the past, that he bad never obeyed
nar inculeated them himself. Nay worse, it was
sometimes found that an earnest cffort on the
part of a parish priest to fulfill those require-
ments of the Church which he in common with
every clereyman had promised to obey, was
frowned upon by the Bishop because such an
attempt was a tacit veproof to his own former
disregard of his erdination vows.

These facts and the considerations arising ou

,of them had weighed much upon the minds of
the clergy, and of that rapidly increasing body

|

e
upon the true principles of the Church., The
result was that that Diocesan Synod resolved by
a lmge majority, that the vacancey which had
oceurred at the time we speak of should Le {illed
by some clergyman of sound priniples and ex-
perience in the practical workivg of the Chureh
system. Hence their choice fell upon a distin-
tinguished clergyman of the “Old Country,”»
who was cld enongh to have overcome the rash-
ness of youth, but young enough to have been
trained in the higher scbeol of theology to
which the Church is so much indebted for re-
viving among her children the knowledge of fors
gotten truth.  Able, cloquent and learned, filled
with the loving Spitit of his master Chrit, in
the blessed steps of whose most holy lifo ho
constantly prayed and strwve to walk, he was
one who held a high place in the reverence and
regard of the Mother Churel; but dhen un-
sought, and indeed unthought of by himsolf, he
was urged to accept the episcopal oflice in a
Canadian diocese, ha resolved to rehinguish all

. bis bright prospects at home, when it was made

plain to hLimn that by accepting the offer that
was iade he might, in the hands of God; be an
instrument of great good, not to the much-Joved
parish in which he laboured at home, Lut to a
large and important diocese.

Oue evening, soon after it had become known
that the newly elected Bishop had consented to
the wish of the Synod and would shortly sail
for the scene of his future work, Mr. Jackson
came over, as was often-his custom, to spend tho
evening with the: Cramptons. -

#This is the best news Lhave heard for many
a day,” suid be, as soon as he was fairly seated;
%1 tell you what, Crampton, you did good ser-
vice at the Synod, and with suclvaman aswe've
now got for our Bishop, we shall get out.of this.
everlasting jog-tre* along the old ', in which
we have been-so long.”

«1 mustacknowledge that T hope great: things
from our Bishop cleet,” replied Mr. Crampton.
# T knew him woll before hoe left home, for he
was reclor of the parish next to which I lived,
just before I camo out here. My personal
knowledge of his excellence, encrgy and ability,
combined with kis well-known reputation as an
author, enabled us to carry his clection in the
Synod without much “trouble, Our failure in
the effort which we made a few months ago to

of the intelligent laity who received and acted i improve the church accommodation for the

o diSe il
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poorer classes in Clackington, I must say, dis-
hoartened mo a good denl; but now, I trust,
wo shall soon find our hands so strengthoned
that wo shall be able to do something for the
good of those who are otherwise likely, in many
cases, to be lost, both to the cluuch on earth,
and the church in heaven”

“I'm glad at my heart that you werenw't as
great a fool as T was at that meeting; for had
you seconded my motion for a subseription list
to build a new church, we micht have sue-
coeded, and I now see that it is better as
it s :

“No doubt it is,” replied Mr. Crampton, “for
beside the reasons which I gaveto the meeting,
for preferring tho enlargement of the present
church to the erection of a new one, it is evident
that a church of an expensive and permanent
character, built under the direction of Mr. Stow-
ton, and to meet the tastes and views of the
older Clackingtonians, would necessarily bo of
such a character, both as to style aud arrange-
ments as no churchman could approve. Iam
very glad, therefore, that they are going on with
the enlargement.”

“Ves, yes,” said Mr. Jackson; “and a bcttér
reason than all is, that these five-and-{wenty
new pews will hardly afford room for “the re-
spectable families” who have lately eome here,
and no man can fail to see that such being the
dase, what wo want is another clergyman and
another chureli, somewhere near the workshaps
on tho other side of the river. We must lay
seige to tho new Bishop when he comes, and
get:diim to-countenance this plan.”

#] have ho doubt whatover that some such
arrangement will meet his hearty concurrences
and, on the score of old acquaintance, I shall
very soon draw his attention to our wants.”

After much conversation on the subject their |

views became more and more decided, and their
plans-for earrying them out seemed clearer and
moro practicable. , They resoived to reflect and
examine still further into the stato of things ex-
isting in the part of the town which had been
referred to, in order that they might be able to
provo the need of additional ministrations of a
religious nature by tha stubborn testimony of
facts. Wo shall, in subsequent chapters, hear
something further concerning the courso whieh,
in duo time, they adopted, and the suceess with
which it met.

FRliserllany,

Fuaith is as the meaning, and warks, as the ex-
pression of the mind.—Felthan's Resolves,

Inn this world God ouly and the Angels may
be spectators.— Decon.

Saleation by faith, is only, in other words, the
love of Gud by the knowledge of God; or the
trie recovery of the i image of God, by a Qpl'ltlldl
acquaintance with Him.— ¥ esley.

Tho wish to see every oue rewarded in this
w oxld, according to what we consider his merits,
is impaience, toil\, and worso than preswmmp-
ton. It is as if we supposed ourselves to Lave
more discermnent than He who gave us our rea-
son: it is as il we forgot that l'n, debts are con-
tracted in this world, but that they are settled
in another, — G@rassi.

What advantageth a gorgeous tomb—eostly
obsequies—lav it e\ne-nlmne? Beforchand then
array thyself for mJ burial.  Godliness is a
comely shroud. Deck thyself in all thy robes
ere thou departest hence—convert thy wealth
into an enduring ornament—carry it 2110110’ with
thee.—S. Dasil,

Chnslmmty is of an aspiring nature; it re-
quires us to proceed from grace to gracej to vir-
tues adding patience, to pat-cnco temperance;
to tempe:.mcp meckness; to meekness brotherly
love and the like; tlms ascending by dameCs,

till at length the top of the ladder reaches hea-
ven, and conveys the soul so qualified into the
mansioss of eternal glory.—South.

Reason, indeed, is but a weak and diminutive
light when comp.ue(l to Revelation, but it ought
to be no disparagement to a star that it is not a
sun. Nevertheless, it is a light always at hand,
and tinough endosed as it were in a dark Jan-
tern, may still be of use to prevent many « foul
step. It isa ray of the Divinity darted into the
soul. It s the candle of the Lord, as Solomon
calls it; and God never lights us up a candle to
put out or to sleep by.—South.

“«Wouldst thou, oh! mor\dl, sail ¢ uly o'er
the dangerous sea of iife, and joy full_) reach its
haven? . When the winds bicatlie suf {.ly on thee
let not thine heart e filled with piide: wlen
the tempests rage around thee, let not thy cou-
rage fail thee. “Let virtue be thy radder, Hope
thine anchor, and they will bring thee theough
all dangers safe to land."—ZFrom the German.

PoO—

Tue Ropix.—A little robin was seen one
day in the depth of winter, ]m]\pmﬂ about elose;
to the windaw of a worthy labouer’s house, ¢
if hie longed to cater in, Tha labourer opencdW¥
his \\ll'du\\', and aave a kind welcome to the ¢
ennfiding litie ercature. It picked up the serapé:{?
and ernmbs which fell from lis table.  His chils
dren loved and caressed the little bird, But as




THE CHURCHMAN?

110

spring returned, and the leaves began to burst
forth, tho labourer dpeued his window, and his
little guest flew away into the neighbouring
wood, and built his nest, and sang his joyous
song. '

And Ueholl, as winter again drew on, the red-
breast returned to the labourer’s dwelling, bring-
ing with him bis little mate.  The kbourer and
his children rejoiced exceedingly when they saw
both the little creatures, and how they looked
about with their bright Dblack eyes. And the
children saill, “The little birds look at'us as if
they wislied to say something.”

And their father replicd—*If they could
speak, they would say, ‘Trustiulness awakes
trustfuiness, aid love a retwrn of love” —
Fawmmacher.

Tur Brossoms axp it Leaves.—As the
Blossoms turned pale and withered, and fell in
the month of May, the leaves said thus:—* See
these feeble useless Blossoms! Scarce born they
fall already; but as for us, we stand firm and
last through the heat of the summer, growing
daily larger, stronger, and brighter, until after
long months of service, when we havo nrsed
and given to the earth the most delicious fruits,
we go to our rest under gay colours and amidst
the canuon of the storm.”  But the fallen Blos-
som replied: “ We are contented to sink ea:ly,
for before we fell we gave birth to the fruits.”

Oh ye who are unnoticed, or have carly de-
parted from amongst men; ye, who dwell
honestly in mean garrets, in close rooms; ye
who are passed by in the schools; ye noble
benefactors, yet whose names are unvecorded in
the pages of history; and ye unknown mothers,
faint not because of the great ones of the State,
of the golden mountains, of the tf_tﬁm)phal arches
on the battle-field—faint not—despair not—ye
are the blossoms!—Jean Paul. '

A Curistiay ArmisT oF THE NINETEENTH
CentuRY.—Before proceeding with the third and
last of the Churistian pilgrim, it will be well to
note that manner of lifs and conversation which,
while it shows us more of the man, will also
give a clearer insight into the deep, spiritual
meaning and beanty of his pictures than any
mere eriticism.  Upon a small writing-table lay,
with the authors hé was then reading, a Bible
filled with marks, the Book of Common Prayer,
and Bishop Wilson’s Sacra Privata, intimating
the fact that his painting-room was lJikewiso a
study and an oratory. What has been told of
-some-few chiistian artists came to be a habit
with Cole—he prayed before he painted. To
thoughtful, theological reading, of a practical
kind mostly, and rather choice than extensive,
he added the study of works on art.—Zife und
<Works of Thomas Cole, by Louis L. Noble.

A Parrery.—He (Bishop Hough) always
“kept £1,000 in the house for unexpected oc-

-~
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currences, perhaps to pay funeral expensos or
logacies,  One_day the collectors of one of the
noble societies in this country came to him to
apply for his contribution. The Bishop told his
steward to give him £500. The steward made
signs to his master, intimating that he did not
know where ho was to get so large a sum, He
veplied, “You are right, Havvison, I have not
given enough, give the gentleman £1,000; you
will find 1t in soch a place;” with which the
old steward though unwillingly was forced to
comply.—=Wilmot's Life of Bishop Ilough.

“Temperanco is reason’s girdle, and passion’s
bridle."—2Bp. Jeremy Laytor.

Dr. Hammond was wont to say, “the idle
man’s brain was not only the devil’s shop, but
his kingdom too, a model of and an appendage
unto hell, @ place given up to torment and to
mischief.™

Praver—DPrayer is the believer's universal
medicinefor all the disorders of the soul within,
and his invincible shield agninst every enemy
that can attack him without.—Bp. Horne,

- Farhy,

To an Aged Womean.
i - —_
Froxfthe Oorm‘m of La Motts Fauque. E
o . AT
Once—bloomyiig bright in youthful pride, -
Thou wentest at thy bridegroory’s side,. =

With myrilés in thy hair:
Once—garlandgd with blossoms gay;.
Didst dance th.sunny hours:away, -

- Without a thought ofcire. .
And pow—thy chéelks are wan and white,,
* Thin®-cye's soft lustre faded quite, ‘
So weary, limbs.and heart!’

The spring-tide blooms—the attumn wanes- 2

8till by thie hearth thy plice remains:
But half alive thou art. K

And yet—a dreath—and thou shalt stand,.. -
An angel bright, at Gop’s right-Hand, o
A TFreed from all wang and woes! -
A weary path is life to all; a2 .
Hardly we stand, and oft we fall,
~ But heaven is at the close!

Churchh Education for Y;ﬁ
. Ladics. &
RS. BEAVEN, assisted by her Daughter, re-
ceives into her house, in Yorkville, near To-
ront», a few Young Ladies, who ave carefully in-
structed i1t those branches of kuowledge which tend
to render them well-informed, aud to fit thenr for the
dutics of life; to which arc added the usual accom-
plishments, with or without masters.
The Religious Instruction is under the superin-
tendence of the Rev. Dr. Beaven.
‘The next quarter will begin on the 14th May.
[ References given to the friends of Pupils.
Further particulars may Le obtained by letter,
addressed Box 284, P. 0., Toronto, or by personal
application at Yorkville, [Feb. 7, 1856.
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