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LIST OF COMPANIES REPRESENTED BV
GENERAL COMMITTEE

Aetna Insurance Ca
Alliance Assurance Co.

>4nglo American Fire Insurance Co.

Atlas Assurance Ca
British America Assurance Co.

Caledonian Insuituice Co.

K^anadian Fire Insurance Co.

^Commercial Union Assurance Co., Limited

Connecticut Fire Insurance Co.

^Economical Mutual Fire InHurance Co.

j^y^Equiiy Fire Insurance Co. . ^

jLFire Insurance Exchange Corporation.

« Guardian Assurance Co.

y^ore District Mutual Fire Insurance Co.

^^and-in-Hand Insurance Co.

^Hartford Fire Insurance Co.

Home Insurance Co.

Insurance Co. of North America,

Law Union & Crown Insurance Co.

^^ondon Mutual Fire Insurance Co.

Liverpool & London & Globe Insurance Co.

London Aasurance.

London & Lancashire Fire Insurance Co.

Manchester Assunince Co.

j-^illers' & Manufacturers' Insurance Co.

^^onarch Fire Insurance Co.

^jitontreal Canada Insurance Co.

Jtfercantile Fire Insurance Co.

jJIerchants' Fire Insurance Co.

North British & Mercantile Insurance Co.

Northern Assurance Co.

Norwich Union Fire Insurance Society.

^Ottawa Fire Insurance Co.

^\»Pertb Mutual Fire Insurance Co.

^Phenix Insurance Co. of Brooklyn,
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General Committee of Fire

Insurance Companies

TORONTO CONFLAGRATION

SECRETARY'S REPORT

DATE AND DURATION OF FIRE.

The fire broke out at 8 P.M. April 19th. 1904, and after

burning for nine houm was gotten undoi control about five

o'clock A.M.. April 20th.

TEMPERATURE.
The following information is obtained £rom the records

of the Toronto Meteorological Office:—

On the 19th at 8 P.M. 24 deg. ; Min. Temp. 19 deg.
;
on

the 20th at 8 A.M. 22 deg. The weather was cold and

partly cloudy with snow flurries.

DIRECTION AND VELOCITY OF WIND.
^.^^

Wind 9 P.M. on 19th, N.W 27

« » 10 P.M. on 19th, N.W 25

" 11 P.N. on 19th, N.W 28

" Midnight on 19th, N.W. 28

" 1 A.M. on 20'*- N.W 32

2 A.M. on a, N.W 33

« 3 A.M. on 20th, N.W •29

4 A.M. on 20th, N.W 33
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UWm.
" 6A.M.oM20t^ N.W 8»

- 6 A.M. on £;/Mi, N.W »<>

" 7 A.M. on 20th. N.W •**

« 8 A.M. on 20th. N.W ««

The greatert gurt of wind for a period of five minute,

recorded at the Obwrvatory occurred Iwtween 1 and 2 A.M.,

when a velocity of about 48 milet per hour wan r«>g.»tered.

The general direction throughout the night was northwest,

but m>nie cf the puffa may have varied by a few povnta.

It ia quite probable that nei. ind immed» >ly to the

northward of the Are the in-draught may hav een more

«>rtherlv during the hotter outburata, v hilc n; least and

eaat of the fire there may have been fiaw,' from the northeaat.

Near the water front, weat of the fire, tl- tendency will have

been for a wind more from th> ^ lat

ORIGIN UF FIRE.

The cauae of the Are has not been ascertained. The elec-

trical equipment in the building in which it originated was

fully up to standard and had been inepected fair mouths

previous to the occurrence, everything bemg found m good

order. It is said that the occupants had been working over-

time and that a stove was in use which became overheated, but

this is denied by a member of the firm. After inveatigation

it has been found impossible to obtain riy information upon

which to base a reliable conjecture.

TIME AND NUMBER OF ALARMS WITH FIRE

DEFT. APPARATUS RESPONDING.

First alarm, 8.04 P.M. from Box 12, corner King and

Bay streets, to which the following apparatus responded :-

7 Hoae sections.

3 Engine sections.

2 Chemical sections.

1 Aerial truck.

1 Hook and laddft- truck.

1 Water tower.

1 Salvage wagtm.
9



Oeneral alarm sounded at 8.51 P.M., callinR out all sec-

tk>iu. Outside assisftanee ask'^d for about 10.30 P.M.

OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE.
No. OF HOUK OF

AppARATua Men. Arbival.

Kew Beach 500 ft. Hose 10 10.45 P.M.

Toronto Junction.. 500 " 8 10.45 P.M.

East Toronto '.... . 500 " 8 10.45 P.M.

Hamilton 1000 ' 10 Midnight

Buffalo 2 Engines.

2 Hose wagons 4.30 A.M.

(Did not unload).

Brantford 1 Engine, arrived too late for service.

Niagara Falla " " -

London

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF CONFLAGRATION.
The fire originated in a building four storeys high, occu-

pied by E. & S. Currie, Limited, for the manufacture of

neckware. The exact spot of the outlnreak was adjacent to

the elevator shaft, which was not equipped with automatic

traps, and when the fire broke out it spread rapidly through

the building. When the firemen arrived, it was impossible

to enter the Currie premises. The building was separated by

a lane 12 feet wide from a six-storey building occupied by

Ansley & Co., wholesale hats and caps, and by the Gillespie

Fur Company, wholesale furriers. The Chief of the Fire

Brigade endeavored to prevent the flames crossing the lane

by taking the hose through the Ansley building and fighting

the fire from the roof, but the spread of the flames across

the lane was so rapid that the retreat of the firemen was cut

off and they had to use the hose as a fire escape by which to

descend to the street level. The Chief was with his men in

this building and, in endeavoring to Rain the street, fell and

broke his leg, entirely incapacitating him for further duty.

Occurring as it did, at practically the outset of the fire, the

accident was responsible for the loss of sMne valuable time

and for the temporary absence of aystonatic and concerted
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action upon the part of the men. Oddly enough the Chief

of the Brigade at Baltimore was injured by an electrical

shock soon after the fire rtarted, and it is claimed that there

afaM) the accident was partially responsible for the failure to

control the fire in its early stages.

Fanned by the high wiad the flames spread from build-

ing to building until within an hour at least a dozen separate

structures were ablaze and help was being summoned from

neighboring municipalities. The fire soon crossed WeUing-

ton street, 66 feet wide, and swept in a very short time from

end to end of the warehouse and! book bindery of Brown

Bros & Co., and the wtliographing establishment of Rolph,

Smith & Co., then going south across Piper street and court-

yard about 40 feet in width, to the warehouses on the north

side of Front street.

It wUl be noted in connection with the progress of tne

fire southward that the buildings attacked faced north or

south all fire walls running parallel with the course of the

flames and, as was the case, with front «»d rear windov« un-

protected, even street widths of 66 and 78 feet, offered no

All the buildings on the north side of Front, west of

Bay up to, and including the premises of Warwick Bros.
^

Butter, wholesale stationers, were quickly involved and ulti-

mately destroyed. Between the latter establishment and the

Queen's Hotel, situate westward thereof, an open space ot

60 feet existed. The hotel was only slightiy damaged. After

aecurinff a firm hold upon these warehouses, the fire crossed

St^t^tTnd rapiry involved the entire bkck betweeu

Front and the Esplanade west to Lome street the only build-

ings which escape being the brick office building, situate on

the southeast corner of Lor^e and Front and several small

structures fronting on Lome and the Esplanade, owned ^^

the Hendrie Forwarding Company. The flam^
«^^"J-^ltw

to the east, crossing Bay street below Front and to the Barber

^ElHsen;elope factory and stationery warehouse, two doors

above Front street. ^ •• iu

From the Barber & Ellis warehouse the fire spread north^

south and east, until all the buildings on both sid«s of Bay

7



between Wellmgrton and Front were burning, the flames hav-

ing turned up Bay street in the direction from which the

fire started. When the warehouses on Wellington east of

Bay were reached, the wind was unfavorable to its further

progress and the firemen were able to make a stand, prevent-

ing the conflagration from crossing Wellington, but not with-

out considerable damage to the buildings on the north side of

that street.

The fire was finally controlled at the envelope factory

of Kilgour Bros, on the south side of Wellington, and at the

premises of the Minerva Manufacturing Company on the

north side of Front. On the south side of Front nothing in-

terfered with its progress, all the buildings up to and includ-

ing the premises of McMahon, Broadfield & Co., wholesale

crockery dealers, being destroyed. This point marked the

extreme eastern limit of the fire, a space of about 25 feet

separating the last-mentioned building from the Custom

House and examining warehouse, neither of which were dam-

aged.

For further particulars see reproduction (reduced) from

Goad's Plan, showing the approximate hours at which the

various buildings were ignited and the direction of the cur-

rents of flame.

MAINS.
No. OF DlMEN-

Street. Mains, signs. Length.

Esplanade 1 6

Bay St 1 12" Esplanade to Front

Bay St! !!.!."!.. 1 6" " Queen.

Front St 1 24"

Front St 1 12"

Wellington St . .

.

1 12"

HYDRANTS.
In all there were twenty-one hydrants within the area

of the conflagration, with four hydrants immediately adjacent

to the premises in which the fire originated. They were

mainly two-way hydrants, although there were some three

and four-way.
8



WATER PRESSURE.
The water pressure per square inch at the hydrants

within the area of the conflagration would vary from 70 to

80 pounds. In all some 50 streams were running, and the

running pressure would be represented by about 50 per cent,

of the above figures, or say an average pressure of 37 i pounds

to the square inch. This pressure would be further reduced

owing to the melting or breaking of service pipes in the

buildings destroyed. The service pipes would vary from

^-inch to 4 and 5 inches.

In this connection it may be mentioned that an exhaus-

tive investigation of the fire protection of the city, indudii^

the Fire Department, is to be undertaken by Mr. Howe, the

expert of the Canadian Fire Underwriters' Association, and

a full report will shortly be in the hands of the companies.

FIRE DEPARTMENT.
There is at present in the department, fully mannetl and

equipped, the following apparatus :—

5 Steam fire engines.

1 65-foot "Champion" water tower.

1 85-foot aerial turn-table hook and ladder truck and port-

able water tower combined.

1 65-foot aerial turn-table hook and Wdder truck.

5 City hook and ladder trucks.

2 Four-wheeled, two-horse chemical engues.

1 Four-wheeled, two-horse combination hose and chemical

15 Hoae wagons, with fire entinguishers attached.

1 HoM cart. ^ , , ,

.

1 Salvage wagon with 4,320 square feet of rubber covers.

1 Supply wagon.

QUANTITY.AND CONDITION OF FIRE HOSE.
Good. Medium. Poor.

1 inch (Chemical) 1000 ft. 660 ft

2 « " 2500 "

21 « 18900 " 4460 ft 2260 "

3' .< 920 " 160 " 50 "

31 « ......] 200 " 60 " "

Total 23520" 4660" 2960"

Total force of the Department, officers and men, 196

9



WIDTH OF STREETS.
Name of Street. Width.

Wellington 66 feet

Bay 66 feet

Lome ''S fwt

'

Front 78 feet

OVERHEAD WIRES.
Fairly heavy strings of wires ran along the south side cf

Wellington, east side of Bay and south side of Front. They

proved as usual a source of inconvenience and delay in car-

rying out the work of the brigade.

AREA OF CONFLAGRATION.

The total area covered by the fire was 19.7 acres. This

includes 4.4 acres of street allowances, leaving the total blcck

area of the cooflagration 15.3 acres.

NUMBER OF BUILDINGS DESTROYED.

In all ninety-eight (98) separate buildings were de-

stroyed.

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION OF BUILDINGS.

All buildings were of brick with the exception of the

McLaughlin flour mill, comer of Bay and Esplanade, which

was built of stone. No "fireproof" buildings were involved.

Ordinary mercantile wooden joist constraction prevailed.

Flat roofs, covered chiefly with gravel (composition). Sky-

lights mostly light metal frames with thin glass. Exposed

side and rear windows were, as a rale, not protected. Aver-

age thickness of walls above foundation, 18 inches. Average

height, four storeys. Average ground floor area, about o.COO

square feet.

CLASSIFICATION OF OCCUPANCIES-

The following is a list of concerns burned out, classified

in accordance with the business carried on. The first column

indicates the total number of establishments destroyed under

IQ
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its particular daaa and the second column ' e total number

of concerns of that clasa doing busineaa in the city at the

time of the fire:—

Nature of Business, No. Deotboyed. Total.

Boots and Shoes (wholesale) 9 1^
Clothing Manufacturers 9 *»

Drugs, Chemicals. Photo Goods and

Oils (wholeside) 9 27

Furs, Hats and Caps (wholesale). .. 6 7

Hardware and Machinery (wholesale) 8 28

Millinery, Smallwares and Fancy

Goods (wholesale) 21 33

Natube or Business. No. Destroyed. Total.

Printing, Lithographing, Book Bind-

ing and Stationery 23 IdO

Whitewear and Ken's Furnishing

(whohsale)
I

25

Dry Goods (wholesale) 24 ^»

Crockery and Lamps (wholesale) ... 3 °

Miscellaneous ^^

Owing to the rather general nature of the above classi-

fication several of the larger tancems are included under the

"miscellaneous" heading, such as the following:—

2 Rubber manufacturers.

1 Woodworker.

1 Umbrella manufacturer.

1 Coffee and spice mill.

1 Biscuit and confectionery manufacturci"

I Tobacco dealer.

i Auctioneer.

SPRINKLERED RISKS.

W R 3R0CK & CO. Wholesale dry goods, southwest

comer WelMrigton and Bay streets. This equipment had two

source* of ater supply : gravity tank and city water comiec-

tion; there were also outside sprinklers from the alley win-

dows at the rear supplied by city water. The nsk di^ «°*

bum tai long after the nearer expoBing raka had gone, mi.
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water curtain from tha outside sprinklers preventing th<» *^re

from entering the risk as long as the water pressure was

sufficient to supply all the heads. But the drain upon the city

water by the steam'^rs and many hose streams, weakened the

preasuii) until there was no water at the upper floors. It is

supposed that the ftre thsn entered the risk through the upper

windows at the rear and that the automatic inside sprinkltrs

were opened; these, being supplied by a gravity tank as well

as city water, held the Are in check until the tank was

drained when, there being no more water for the apper floor

sprinklers, the Are soon gained headway throughout the risk,

and the building was completely destroyed.

KILGOUR BROS. Bag and box factory, 21 Wellington

street. Supplies for the inside automatic heads were two

gravity tanks and city water connection, the outside heads

being supplied by city wat^r and an auxiliary steamer con-

nection. The preceding remarks concerning weakened wa-

ter pressure virould also apply here, but the larger tank sup-

ply and the good division walls held the fire in check. A
good illustration of sprinklers supplementing a standard fire

door was noticed in this risk. An automatic standard slid-

ing fire door was prevented from closing by some obstruction,

so that a space of about six inches wide was left open
;
six

sprinkler heads opened on the other side of the door from the

fire and prevented the fire from passing the wall at that point.

As above mentioned the sprinklers protecting the windows

were supplied only from city mains and when the great draft

upon these reduced the pressure, no water was supplied to

the heads at the upper windows, with the result that the roof

of that portion of the premises fronting on Wellington street

and extending 200 feet to the south was completely burned

off, with serious damage at every window, but the sprinklers

within these raises prevented the flames securing a fiim

hold upon it, -.iid the only portion completely destroyed ww
that fronting on Wellington street and extending back about

50 feet. Adjoining the rear portion was an addition 6\i

stories high, 50 x 75 feet, which was also protected with water

curtains upon the windows overlocAing the warehouse used

by the Simpson Company for storage of furniture. Although
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this fonritore warehouae WM completely dertroyed and the

heat from ita burning murt have been intense, only a few

panes of glass were broken in the Kiltrour warehouse. This

building also divert«?d the flames so thai, they beat on the side

instead of the r<Mr of the Minerva Mamufacturing Company's

premises on Frtmt street, and to it must be given the crt.dit

of having stopped the spread of the fire at that point.

EVENING TELEGRAM. Printing office, southeast cor-

ner of Bay and Melinda st'^ets. This building waai also

equipped but, though the fronJ of the biulding was baaly

damaged, the fire was successfully i'ought with inside hrnd

hose and no heads opened. Very good work v/as done at this

risk with a length of hand hose attached to a roof hydrciit.

FORMATION AND OUTLINE OF PROCEDURE
OF GENERAL COMMITTEE.

On Thursday. April 2l8t, an rrgency meeting of Head

Offices members of the Canadian Fir^ Underwriters' Associa-

tion wam held ior the purpose of considering the question of

advance in rates. This meetinc was adioumed in order to

allow members to make arrauf ents for the adjustment of

the conflagration leases and, titer discussion, a special com-

mittee was named to eonsiaer the matter and report to full

meeting of the Board to be held Friday morning. At this

meeting, held at 10 A.M. Friday, the 22nd, it was suggested

that the hearing of the report from the special committee be

deferred and that, in order to facilitate the work of adjust-

ment and secure uniformity of action, all interests should be

represented in any arrangement made, including those com-

panies not members of the Association. It was decided, there-

fore, that a full meeting of all companies. Board ana Ncn-

Board, should be called at 4 P.M. of the same day to consider

the matter. Accordingly at that hour the representatives of

thirty-one Board companies and eighteen Non-Board com-

panies met in the Board room of the Association, when the

following report was read by Mr. J. J. Kenny, chairman of

the special committee, and unanimously adopted:—
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REPORT OP SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON TORONTO
CONFLAGRATION L088E8.

The Committee recommend that » General Committee

be appointed to whom all lowsea shall be reported by the

companies. This committee shall consist of nine oflBcers of

companies. They shall meet daily, and it will be their duty

to tmiga the adjustment of each loss to a committee selected

from companies interested. A statement of each loss, when

adjusted and certified to by the committee to whom it is

allotted, s^all be filed with the General Committee, from whom

all information in relation to losses mav be obtained by the

respective companies interested. A joint meeting of the Gen-

eral Committee and the representatives of all companies inler-

ested in conflagration losses shall be held at nine c jlock each

morning, at which meeting all information available will be

submitted.

It shall also be the duty of the committee to ccmfer with

the representatives of the Underwriters' Salvage Company,

and to take such steps as in their judgment will secure the

best posBible salvage for the benefit of whom it may concern.

It shall also be the d^ty of the General Committee to

pass upon all accounts and charges in connection with the

adjustment of losses, and no such accounts shall be paid by

the companies interested until approved by the General Com-

mittee.

It ia recommended that the General Committee shall con-

sist of a manager, inspector or other officer of each of the fol

lowing named companies-.—

Hartford-

Western—

Royal-

London and Lancashire—

Home-
Liverpool and London and Globe—

Atlas-

Anglo-American-

London Mutual-
ly

4
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ITie committee shall be empowered to employ a sccre.

taiy, and incur such other ezpensea as may be necessary for

carrying on the work herein outlined.

Each company desiring to co-operate in this scheme for

facilitating the adjustment of losses shall pay in advance

25, to be applied towards the expanses of thesOeneral Com-

mittee, and shall also pay such further assessment (if any)

a« may be made to meet these expenses, which shall be flnaJly

apportioned among the companies pro rata upon the amo.mt

of the gross conflagration losses of the respective companies.

It is understood that where any company has a loss on

property upon which there is no other insurance involved, it

shall be at liberty to deal with it without reference to the

committee.

(Signed) J. J. KENNY,
Chairman Special Committee.

The General Committee held its firs* meeting on Satur-

day, 23rd of April, at 9 A.M., and eL d Mr. P. A. Mc-

Callum, Chief Agent in Canada of the Haiiford Fire Insurance

Company. Permanent Chairman. Mr. E. F. Garrow, Inspector

01 the British America Assurance Compaoy, was appointed

Secretary. A- very regrettable incident to record and one

which proved a distinct loss in carrying out the work of the

committee, was the illness which seized Mr. McCalluui a

few days after his asauming the position of chairman,

and which has confined him to the house since that time. It

is satisfactory to learn that, as this report is being prepared,

his health is steadilv improving and his early and complete

recovery is assured.

The first undertaking of the committee was to secure

from each office a complete list of all insurance involved in

the conflagration, from which individual lists were prepared,

showing the total insurance carried by each assured, giving

the name of the company, the amount and the «lass °f prop-

erty insured. The matter of naming committees to handle

each loss was then proceeded with and, in order to avoid

eonfusion, printed forms of request for adjustment were given

16



out upon application, which, upon being returned completed,

were aerially numbered and dealt with in that order by the

General Committee at their meeting! from day to day.

The rule followed in naming committee* waa to appoint

the companies having the largest amounts, except where any

particular company had already assigned to it a large num-

oer of losses, in which caite the company having the next

largest amount was aelectcd. The loss committees named their

own chairman, whose duty it became to report back aa to

what disposition had been made of a loss, giving name of

adjuster or appraiser, if any, appointed, and to generally

oversee that particular matter until the adjustment was com-

pleted.

In order to keep the companies in touch with what waa

being done, daily bulletins of the proceedings of the General

Committee were printed and sent to the various offices, giv-

ing full information on all matters of interest discussed by

the committee, together with a list of loss committees aa they

were appointed.

In all 338 claims were reported by the companies upon

the original sheets, involving 2,043 nolicies. The loss com-

mittees appointed numbered 108, the remaining 230 claims

being those in which three or less companies were involved

and which, according to the rule of the committee, were han-

dled by the companies interested.

One of the difficulties encountered was the lack of ad-

justers and the consequent congesticn of work in the hands

of the available men. In all thirteen adjusters were em-

ployed, four of whom wert associated with individual com-

panies and the services of several of the remaining nine were

to be had only a portion of the time.

As will be seen by the report of the special committee,

the passing upon all accounts and charges in connection with

the adjustment of losses was defined as one of the duties of

the General Committee. In accordance thertwith the

companies were requested, both personally and by bulletin,

that in each case, when acting as Chairman of a Loss

Committee, completed proofs should be received by the chair-

16
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roan from the ac^iuier in charge, togethw with bill showing

foes and expenses. It then became the daty of the ehatr-

man to call his committee, approve of the adjustment, if

satisfactory, serve proofs npon the companies interested and

flie memo of the adjustment expenses with the Secretary for

the sanction of "the General Committee. The a4)0«ters « re

also requested personally and by Ititter to forward to each

cliairman completed proofs with expense and fee accounts, so

that the procedure already outlined might be put in practice.

Whether owing to press of work or to the fact that the

adjusters, as a rule, served proofs upon the offices direct, the

companies, acting as Chairmen of the various Loss Committees,

did not enforce the rule of the committee, and, generally

speaking, the bills were not submitted. In many cases, too,

the adJL 'era were so pressed for time that accounts were not

prepared until all the adjustments were completed, which

added another difficulty. Any accounts which came before

the General Committee -appeared satisfactory and were

approved.

\

UNDERWRITERS' SALVAGE COMPANY.

By request, Mr. J. P. Appleton, Manager of the Under-

writers' Salvage Company of New York, came to Toronto a

day or two after the fire to conftr wit*- ''e committee as to

what action should be taken with < to any salvages

which might be found in the ruins. ''^ company is con-

trolled by some sixty-odd insurance companies doing business

in the United States where their operations are conducted on

a large scale with satisfactory results. In Canada their wc rk

is not so w^ell known, this being practically the first important

occasion when the services of the company have been engaged.

An understanding was arrived at whereby the Salvage Com-

pany ^ere authorized to handle all salvages for the benefit

of whom it may concern, provided that a signed agreement

to this effect should be obtained from each individual owner.

It was also understood that the insurance companies were not

17



in any ease to b« liable for the co«ti» feei or eharget of the

Salvage Company, saeh npenac bein«r chargeable only agaiuit

the proceeds of the Mlvage.

A atorage and dryinj; department waa eatablished in the

npper floor* of the Toronto Brewing Company's premisca

and a aorting yard on Wellington St., b(^h in charge of a fall

staff of wistantH. In all 41 ruins were anundetl or examined.

Of this uumber only ten were found to yield anything which

would warrant the expense of handling, namely aeven whole-

sale dry gmids stocks, two wholesale hardware stocks and one

wholesale fur stock. The dry jfoods stocks proved the most

remunerative, particularly the salvage taken from the prem-

ises of the W. B. Hrock Co.. Limited, where a considerable

amount was fouii<. in the underground areas. This was a

sprinklered risk, and it is thought the quantity of water dis-

tributed upon the merchandise accounts for the comparatively

large salvage. The hardware stocks were in very bad shape,

hardened steel tools, gun and rifle barrels and heavy shelf

hardware being found in solid luasses, sometimes of several

tons weight. The salvage of the fur stock was not large and

only in fair condition.

As a rule any salvage founiT was in the neighborhood of

the outbreak of the fire. As it worked southward it gained

in intensity of heat, presenting as a result a eonipleteness of

combustion rarely seen even in conflagrations. On Front street

the heat was so great t^H it was inipcssible for the firen;en

to approach, and almost no water was thrown on the premises

south of this point. This is clearly shown by the condition of

the ruins, and practically no salvage wus found in this

locality.

In the case of buildings, the salvage, where found, cf n-

sisted principally of scrap iron or junk, any standing wnlls

being of comparatively small value as such. Generally ;ipo8k-

ing, the building salvage belonged to the assured owing to

the almost universal shortage in in.suranee to value.

It is as yet too early to say definitely what percentage

the salvage will bear to the tolal loss, owing to the fact that

18



the work of the ootnp«ny » iitiH unflnUhed, bot it w Mtiawted

•t omething under one per cent. Only • uatM fraction of

this unoont will go to the inaunnoe intereets.

TOTAL VALUE OF PROPERTY DESTROYED.

Some difficulty wm experienced m obtaining complete

figures. The total value shown in adjustmentit reported to

the General CJommittee ^as $9,860,000. This sum does not

include a number of losses in which companies were individu-

ally interested, nor does it include any Ions in which a foreign

unlicensed company, or companies, held all the .surance.

Estimating the value involved in unreported individual losses

and in losses sustained by unlicensed companies at $600,000,

th J total value of property destroyed is seen to be $10,S50,-

000. Of this amount about 20 per cent was represented in

buildings and about 80 per cent, in contents.

TOTAL INSURANCE
The total loss sustained by companies represented in this

committee, as shown by statements obtained from each office,

was $8,200,000. Estimating the losses suffered by unlicensed

companies at $175,000. the total insurance loss would appear

to be $8,375,000. or 80 per cent, of the total value of property

destroyed. The percentage of insurance to value upon build-

ings was about 65 per cent, and upon contents about 86 per

cent. The 75 per cent, co-insurance clause was operative

under the rules of the Toronto Board of Fire Underwriters

upon both buildings and contents and was found in nearly

all policies.

CANADIAN CONFLAGRATIONS.

The following is a list of large conflagrations which have

occurred in Canada from the year 1862 up to the present

time, giving the dates, the total property loss, and, where

obtainable, the total insurance involved :
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Date. Place. PmfbbttLom.
1802—88tii Jnly . . Montreia 15,000,000

1866—16th Oct. . .Quebeo S,000,000

1876—18th Jime..8t. JdiM, Qa«. 3,000,000

1876— Srd Sept. .St. Hyadnthe, Qne. 1,260,000

1877—20th Jniie..Bt. John, N.B. 18.000,000

1897-I7th Oet . . Wiadwr, N.8. 1,000.000

1898—10th S«pt..New WMtmiiwter, 2,000,000

B C
1«00—26th ApriLHoli, OtUwa 7.000,000

1901—2SrdJm . . MontrMa 2,000,000

1004-19th ApriLToronto 10,300,000

1,100 bnililingB deitrojred

2,000 "
In*. (Mtim't'd) 11,000.000
•< << 600,000
InranuiM 6,600,000

700,000
« 1,000,000

" 3,e62,096
« 2,000,000
" 8,370,000

LARGE CONFAGRATIONS OF THE AMERICAN
CONTINENT.

By comparison with some of the lai-ge conflagrations of

the Continent, it is found that the Toronto fire standH sixth

in order of amount of property destroyed as the following

will indicate

:

Place. Date. Peopbbty Loss.

Cbicwo 1871 •280,000,000

Boaton 1872 70,000,000

Baltimore 1904 45,000.000

St. John, Nfd 1892 15,000.000

. St. John., N.B 1877 13.010,000

Toronto., 1904 10.360,000

E. F. GARROW,
Secretary of General Committee.
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PRINTED FORMS

SAMPLES (Reduced) OF FORMS

Used by the

GENERAL COMMITTEE.



No.

Mr.

Toronto, 1904

INSURANCE
Admit to Fire Lines

OflicUl Adjufter

BecreUry Oenenl Committee

TORONTO CONFAGRATION.
Adjottera Notice to AMured.

Toronto, .1904

.Toronto

Re looe Location.

Dear Sir,
. , ...

I beg to notify you that the Committee in charge of the above men-

ti<Hied loss have appointed me as adjuster . I understand that all books and

papers relating to the property destroyed are in order, and I will be pleased

to meet your representative at

on day of at.. o'clock m.

I trust this will be convenient.

Yours truly.

Adjniter,

Address.

Toronto 1904

To the Secretary,

GENERAL COMMITTEE,
27 Wellington St. East.

Re loss Location

The Loss Committee appointed on the above claim beg to report

that has been elected Chairman.

If any adjuster employed, give name
If any appraiser employed, give name .•"»;
AwnrnriV nreMtnt address Phone NoAssured s present address

Chairman's address

22
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Telephone Main 3001 office of

GENERAL COMMITTEE OF FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES
Toronto Conflagration

27-29 Wellington St. East,

^•^•''"Sta.y. TORONTO 1«04

. Company,
Toronto.

Re loss location

Dflftr Sirs

Your Company is Chaimwn of the Committee in charge of the above

lo80 I enclose herewith blank Salvage Agreement which you will please

sign as representing the Companies in interest, securing also the signature

ofthe assured thereto and return same to this office.

Yours truly, ^

Secretary.

TeleiAone Main 3001 ofhce of

GENERAL COMMITTEE OF FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES

Toronto Canfli^ation

27-29 Wellington St. East,

E. F. Garrow,
Secretary TORONTO 190*

Adjuster's Notice of Appointment

. ;
Adjuster.

.Toronto.

Re loss location . .

.

Dear Sir,

The Committee in charge of this loss is as follows :-

Please note that you htive been apjwinted as atljuster. The assured's

present address is • .„Pr'«'f^T ^' ;' i;
All books and papers relating to the loss will be found in order at

Assured's representative
Chairman

HOTK :-Thc GenenU CooimlWee requwU that a copy ol the statmnent ol •<>""**
•JW*!'''"'-

ment <rf In«i«nce be Med with Uic Secretary immedUlely on completion ol idJuMment.
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LIST OF ADJUSTED LOSSES.

TofWito CooflasntMML
Company.

Nora :—Thi» is NOT to include looaes for which Comn"tt^es have been

appointed. See circnlar dated 28rd May, 1904. _^
Vut» or Amitbo LOCATIOII Clam 07 Pcomn Total Amount

of l<on
TOTAI. Imt-KAUca

Telephone Main 3001 omcK of

GENERAL COMMITTEE OF FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES
Toraato Coniaci'ation

E. F. Oarrow,
Secretary.

27-29 Wellington St. East,

TORONTO, Mat 23kd, 1904

.Company,
Toronto.

Dear Sirn.
, ^ ..,,..

The following is a list of loases which appeared upon the original list

fumiahed to thia Committee bv your Company and concerning which no

reports of adjustment have yet been received. Please fill in the particulars

upon the enclosed sheets together with similar information in connection

with any loases in which your Company may have been INDIVIDUALLY
INTERESTED, the adjustment of which hnve not already been reported

to the Committee. This information is required for statistical puriioses, and,

in order to avoid delay, the IMMEDIATE RETURN of the completed

sheets is particularly requested.
Yours truly,

E. F. OARROW,
Secretary

Lilt of Lones not Reported Adjo«<«d.

NAMK OF ASSURED. liOCATION.

1904

This is to certify that the Underwriters' Salvage Co. is hereby author-

ized to take chai^ of any Salvia that may be found in the ruins of the

building lately occupied by No

The proceeds, if any, to be divided between the Companies interested and

the Assured according to Uieir respective interests.

Company

By.. •

Accepted Assured
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fhoiM Mftin SOOl ammat
OENERAL OOMMITTEE OF FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES

TmmIo CoBflsfratML

87-29 WeUington St EMt.

E. F. Omttow,
Secr;taiy. TORONTO 1«04

fo Intaimnce GomiMuiy
City

The OMienl Committea will be pleMed to be advisedm to the •djnaterr

for your Company, whoae anrvioea will be avsiUUe iu the Mttlement of

kaeee oooenoned by Ute recent oonflegntion, indicating the pertienlar olaea

of loeaea on which you wiah the adjuater to act.

Yoam very truly,

E. F. QARROW,
Secretary.

Kindly fill in the attached form and return to Secretary at once.

[PHtrtMun Hhw.]

Toronto 1904

The Ineurance Company beg to advise

the General Comoiittee that the aervioes of the foUowint; parties, repre-

sentii^ this Company, will be avaiUble ii the.adjustment of leasee.

liJMM HOUt AODBBM PHOMK MO. CLABB OF L08B

.Manager.

Toronto,. .1904

To
Gmtad Adjostmnt Coauatttoe lanfwm Companiw,

Toraato Cooflagntioii.

27-aO Wellington Strteet Eact,

Location of property destroyed.

beg to advise Uiat a. . . . now pr^iared to enter into ths

adjustment of our loss in the recent conflagration. Our books and pape'

are all in or^r at Street, present address

is telephone Na
Name of representative who is authorised to act with Companies on our

bdtalf

110 b* rigaad fegr tt* AMBNd,
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INDEX CARD.

Name
LoM No •••

Lookkion of Losb

TelephoiM No
Request for Adjattment, made by

Adjuster

Appraiser

Date of Adjustment

Remarks

Committee

Chairman

Value.... Inace

Bldg

Mchy
Stock

Fxtrs

Total

Phone Main 30O1 omci ok

GENERAL COMMITTEE OF FIRE INSURANCE COMPANli!.S

Toronto Conflacntioa

2729 Wellington Street East,

TORONTO 1904
E. F. Oarrow,

Secretary,

. . . .Company,

Toronto

Re Loss situate

Dear Sirs,

Please accept notice that the following Companies have been named as

an Adjustment Committee in charge of the above loss :

—

Chairman,

Appointment has been made for a meeting of this Committee on

day, the ,

at o'clock . . . m. Please have your representative in attendance.

E. F. GARROW,
Secretary.

Committee wilt please appoint Chairman who may obtain lift ol imoiance from Oenerai

Committee.

It any member of this Committee cannot act, Chainnan wiU pisass advise Oanaial

Committee so that a substitute may be appointed.
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TebphoM Mftin SMI OFficiiw _..„„.„„
QKSRKAL COMMITTBE OF FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES

TofwrtB C<aiacwHwi
27-W WeUington St. EMt,

Swretwy. TORONrO,
Jane »••»•

Conpsay,
Toroato.

For the pnrpoM o* raporiioBinf the aspoMM inimmd by thb Committae,

flT^SSidto •• iMiinDee «tL.y lutare. whether .eeepted from, or r**« «>»

to, other Oo«i^«.^
M^JnUon edopted et f«U meetinir of C«»P[»"»«

held SSnd April. 1904. Eipeaeee "eheU U ttyny fP;"*^
among the CompMiea pro rtU» upon the amount <rf the groaa oonlla.

graUon loaM of the raqtectiTe Companiia.''
"

Yoara tmhr,
E. F. OARROW, Seeretary,

(PaBioBAia Hm)
Alter completion piMM (totedi end forvwd pramptiy.

Toronto, Jane .... 1904.

To the Secretary, General Committee,

T)#&r Sir

In alwonlance with yo«r reqneet I beg to ad*iae that the g«>" «|»fl^"-

tion loee euatained by the CompMiy.

exclnaive of all relnraranoe, waa f
Yonra truly,

Telephone Main 9001 omen of

GENERAL COMMITTEE OF FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES
Toronto Cooflacntioa.

37-29 Wellington St. Eaat,

^ '
^"'lilS^tary. TORONTO, April SOth, 1904.

General Wardiotne.
It M importont that the Committee ehould have a complete lirt of^ the

inwirance in «M!h of theae warehouaea. indndtoc indrndoid rwlM, in order to

secure uniformity of action in handling aalyage.
.. ^ , . o ^.^

Please uomplete the statement below and forward immediately toSecreUry.

Smith's Wardionae.
Goad's Plan, Block 12, Na 100.

Company.

POUCT No, EznsT. Nams or Amvt

S8
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No. Amovx*.

AUiaMe
Aaglo-AmericMi
AtlM
Britwh ABi«ric«
CaladoBiMi
GuHMliaii .

.

'.

GoBmercial Unioii

CoaiMetiaut
Koonomioal
Eqoitv
Fif«Iiu.Kx
Gnardiu
Oon -

Haad-U'HMid
Hutford
HOOM
Law Uoion and Crown
London Mntual
Liverpool and London and Olobo

.

London Aamrance
London and Lanoaahire
lianobaater
Millan and Manufaotoren
Monarch
Montreal Can
Mereantile
Mettshante'

National
North Amerioa
North Britiak and Mer
Northern
Norwich Union. .

Ottawa
Perth
Phenix of BrooUvn
Phoenix of Hartford
Phoenix of London
Quebec
Qneen
Queen City
Royal
Soottiah Union and National
Standard.
Sun ^
Traders
Union
WaUrloo
Weatem
York

\
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