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The Catholic Church and the War
;

By Norman Murray
t Publisher, Montreal, Canada.

“Ami while men slept the enemy came ami sowed tares among the wheat 
and went his way.”

The great European war which start
ed in August, 1914, and is still going 
on with increased fury in September, 
1916, has opened the eves of many 
people to dangers of whose existence 
they little dreamed before. Outside of 
the military clique in Germany, few 
people in other countries were aware 
of the ambition for world power which 
the Prusian .1 linkers cherished. Another 

- great surprise in store for many who 
believed in human progress was the 
policy of frightful ness and terrorism 

i witli which the war has been carried 
on. No one outside of Germany sus
pected that ruthless war would be made 
by airships and under water craft on 
defenseless noncombatants and even on

Another groat surprise in store was 
the indifference and apathy of the 
Homan Catholic part of the population 
of the British Empire. The sit
uation in the Catholic portion of Ireland 
and in Quebec is almost identical, with 
a little to the good in favor of Catholic 
Ireland in the matter of recruiting for 
flu* British Army. The population of 
Quebec is about half that of Ireland, 
with about the same proportion of 
Qatliolics and Protestants in each—three 

* Catholics to one Protestant in Ireland, 
and about four to one Protestant in

^ In Ireland the statistic^ .i^ijer the 
voluntary system give 75,(10(1 ; :•<?• rHi.t* 
from the 1,000,000 of the. Protestant, 
population and 25,000 fron\ bhe .‘i/Vdj^fOO 
Roman Catholics. In the two fargfcsf

provinces in < anada the population is 
for Ontario 2,500,000 and for Quebec 
2,000,000. The recruits thus far have 
been 150,000 from Ontario and -t7,000 
from Quebec. If Quebec had done as 
well as Ontario the recruits would have 
been about 120,000 instead of .17,000. 
Of the .‘*7,000 men recruited in Quebec, 
about 7,000 were recruited from the 
1,5oo,ooo French Catholic* population 
and the .‘10,000 were recruited from 
the 500.000 of the other i:«. «•. To keep 
up the same proportion a< the other sec
tions of the population French Can
adian Catholics would have to contri
bute 70,0(1(1 instead of 7,000. It appears 
that Catholic Jreland has done at least 
50 per cent, better than Catholic Que-

1 reload was on the eve of getting 
the home rule that it was clamoring 
for for so many years when the war 
started. The strongest argument that 
had been used by the anti-homo rulers 
was that with home rule Catholic Ire
land would not. only start, a policy of 
persecution against the Protestant 
minority, but could not be trusted in 
case of war with other. powers. Homo 
rule advocates, on the other hand, main
tained that with home rule Ireland, 
as a part of the British Empire, would 
be as loyal as the other parts of the 
empire.. The recent rebellion in Ireland,, 
nowevei, lifts shaken the faith of many 
furiiier, •> /p,ut.hizers with home rule in 
Engitjnd qmj .Scotland and other planes, 
aid :t i«s very doubtful if the Home 
Buie biii, passed before the war start-
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ed, will lie approved after the war by 
those in England and Scotland who 
voted fo/- it before.

In Quebec the Catholic Church has 
special privileges that no other Church 
lias in Canada, and still she does not 
seem to be satisfied. She is authorized 
by the treaty made at the conquest of 
Canada to collect tithes from her own 
adherents. Since the war started—and 
especially since the declaration of war 
by Italy against Austria—a violent anti- 
recruiting campaign has been carried 
on by a section of the adherents of 
that Church without interference by 
the Dominion Government. Tt is sug
gested by some that the leniency shown 
to this faction, while strong measures 
have been taken against others for less 
heinous offenses of the same character, 
is due to the fact the present occupant 
of the Ministry of Justice was educated 
by the Jesuits.

The strangest feature of the whole 
business is that the party now in power, 
known as the Tory or Conservative 
Party, had made an alliance at the 
time of its election with the extreme 
ultramontane party. While the Can
adian hierarchy is said to have advised 
its people to do their part like their 
fellow-countrymen by enlisting in the 
imperial army, this advice seems to 
have no effect whatever, while the 
anti-recruiting party seems to he carry
ing the province. It has been sug
gested that the Church is playing a 
double game, and that, while it openly 
proclaims its loyalty, it is secretly 
working the o^ier way through the con 
fessional and otherwise.

In this connection we must now try 
to examine the head organization of 
this extraordinary institution. The'' 
Church of Rome aims at world power; 
it. claims to be the only -iiprejiif; :jgwp*v 
between God and man 41} eaj'tV.'It.ftôvér • 
favored the rise of 0U.V #§troug. polvti<*a,l«, 
power that it could /not" Voiftrol’ tt/*, 
antagonism to the * policy of ‘ France *

and Italy in recent years is well known. 
It still wishes to get the City of Rome 
and the Lost Provinces under its con
trol. The ultramontane» in Quebec have 
openly declared that they would not 
favor the crushing of Austria—their 
last hope for the restoration of the 
Pope’s lost temporal power—between 
the upper and lower millstones of 
Russia’s (ireek Church and what they 
call infidel Italy.

What will happen after the war is 
a very interesting question. For over 
two hundred years after the overthrow 
of the power of the Church of Rome 
in the British Isles. Roman Catholics 
had practically no political rights at 
all. The laws against granting them 
political rights were made bv people 
who had been Catholics and had thrown 
off the yoke of the Church. Emancipa
tion laws were passed by Protestants 
who imagined that by giving their 
Catholic fellow-citizens equal rights 
they could be depended on to take 
their part shoulder to shoulder with 
their neighbors to defend their coun
try. All these expectations have lately 
been shattered by the extraordinary at
titude of the major part of the Catholic 
population of Ireland and Quebec. It 
is true that a small number of them 
are doing their part nobly with the 
rest of their fellow-countrymen in de
fense of the empire, but unfortunately 
they are a very, very small section, and 
tin* heavy burden of the defense of 
their country, as well as ours, is laid 
upon the shoulders of the other portion 
of the population. Fortunately for the 
empire, however, when the total popula
tion of 400,000,000 is taken into con 
sidération, the Catholic section that 
refrains from doing its share of this 
serious work is a very small section.

("li.y.iiv.Willing feature in Canada is
• that English and French speaking Cath
• pis s; pit', at -loggerheads. The quarrel 

bvl’rÇjhê- b’lwigual schools in Ontario, 
which the Quebec Catholics us-$ as an
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excuse from refraining from taking | 
their part in the war, is between the 
Irish ami French Catholics, and is 
practically of no concern to other 
people at all. Th >lsh have lost the 
language of own ancestors, and
are now im tuded among the English- 
speaking people. Forgetting their own 
ancient language, however, and learn
ing the English instead, has not made 
them more loyal in their cot (oration 
in imperial matters with their English 
and Scotch neighbors, as some people 
foolishly imagined.

The question now rises: Will people 
who refuse to take part in the defense 
of their country have equal political 
rights with those who defend their 
country when the war is over ! Will 
they have the same right to vote and 
have a share in making the laws with 
those who have offered their lives for 
the defense of the country ? I think not. 
There is nothing sure in this world but 
“death and taxes". Catholics have 
often been warned that the only way 
to secure the continuation of the policy 
of equal rights was for them to do 
their share equally with their neigh
bors of other religious beliefs in times 
of crisis. As they have failed to respond 
to the call, if some of their former 
privileges are ultimately curtailed, they 
will have nobody but themselves to

LAST RETURNS
According to an item in the Montreal 

Gazette, Oct. 12th, 1DH», the Lord Lieu 
tenant of Ireland stated that !»2,40t 
Catholics and (12,.‘Wl Protestants had 
joined the army from various parts of 
Ireland since mobilization. No one re
joices more at this good news than the 
undersigned.

POSTSCRIPT
The foregoing article appeared in I 

the October number of “Current IIis I 
tory", published by., tJu‘ New York 
Times, but was delete\ *f<vnif tip*. («at? ‘ • ■! 
adian edition on atfvict*' t)Y**th*? «Jocjl •* ' 5 •

.1

manager of the Montreal News Co. It 
was published also in the Toronto 
Orange Sentinel of October 5th, but 
they also deleted the reference to the 
Jesuits and “The Unholy Alliance” 
between the Tories and the Ultramon- 
tanes at the last election in 11)11. As 
far as their theologies are concerned 
the Catholic Church, the Moliammeddan 
Church, the Greek Church, the Jewish 
Church and all Protestants sects are 
all the same to me. 1 will always op
pose any political party that makes an 
alliance with any of them. Let them 
all run on the voluntary principle only. 
To my knowledge tin* Conservative 
Party of Canada made an alliance twice 
with the Ultramontane party in Can
ada against the liberal party of which 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, a French Canadian 
Liberal Catholic has been leader, be 
cause he refused to .make a political 
alliance with any church, therefore the 
Church supported the Conservative 
Party with a Protestant premier. Sir 
Wilfrid won the first battle, lost the 
second, but he is going to win out. in 
the third battle at the next election. 
Personally, I have no sympathy what
ever with the anti French campaign 
in Ontario or anywhere else. On the 
contrary, I believe in a wider Celtic 
Renaissance for the perpetuation of 
both the French ami Gaelic* languages.

It tlu* native Irish had sense enough 
to know the right side to take in tho 
present crisis my sympathies would have 
been more with them than with the 
Tories of Ulster as 1 have much more 
in common with the former than the 
latter on the question of land reform 
ami disestablishment. The misfortune 
is that they played into the hands of 
the Tories by their foolish antics during 
a grave crisis. My sympathies are with 
France and Italy in their fight for 
liberty, against clericalism. I objected 
long ago to the introduction of the 
political quarrels between the Vatican 
a?i;U t-’r.1i';e and Italy into tho politics
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of the British Empire. If Italians or 
French want the services of the Cath
olic Church or any other church they 
can easily get them, hut if they ilo not 
want them they have a right to do 
without them, but I deny absolutly 
the right of outsiders to try to force 
any religious yoke on either individuals 
or nations. 1 deny their divine lights 
theories altogether. Let those who 
want, their services pay for them. As 
national institutions they should be 
disestablished as soon as the people get 
wise enough to cease to believe in them. 
Those who call themselves Nationalists 
in Quebec are not Nationalists at all 
as they are composed exclusively of ex
treme Catholic fanatics.

To the credit of the Irish it must be 
said that they are true nationalists, as 
they receive Protestants with opeu 
arms and in fact many of their most 
famous leaders have been Protestants, 
.1 take issue with the present Conser
vative Government of Canada for al
lowing the Quebec Pit ramontanes to 
conduct a seditious and treasonable 
campaign to be carried on during war 
time which is contrary to any prece
dent found in any country in the 
world’s history during such a crisis 
as the present. The Quebec agitation 
could easily have been suppressed in 
the bud but no effort was made by the 
Government to stop it. The (juerrel be- 
tween the Greek Church and the Cath

olic Church in the Balkans started the 
war and Ultramontaue politics in 
Quebec and Ireland put a wet blanket 
on recruiting in these places. While I 
know of uo grievance the Catholic 
Church had in Quebec or Ireland be
fore the war the Empire now has a 
very just grievance against that insti
tution now and the recent antics of 
many of the adherents of that Church 
justified the recent action of France 
and Italy in curbing their activities in 
these countries.

If the Irish and French Canadian 
Catholics had followed the advice of 
the great Daniel O’Connell “Take re
ligion but not your politics from Ro
me ’ it would have been a wise thing 
to do.
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VOTE FOR LAURIER
While ttyios talk Of loyalty 
That’s InHJow and untrue 
For preference and cheap postal A 
We thank you and Lenin

NORMAN MURRAY.
233 St. James Street. 
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