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The NaTal and MUlUry ForcM of th« Imiiire.

1^

For when y» alac hny "Bcota Wha Hm,"
Or "BnodNd Plpcn" won tlM tnj.

W« feel like ftehton' nirht an' day
wr oao or de'll.

Colonel Uenison, in responding, said.—I had great
pleasnre in accepting the invitation to attend this
dinner and I was asked to make a few remarka in
reference to the naval defence of our Empire. I ac-
cepted that invitation because I think that never in all
our history was there a time when every man in this
eonntry ahonld more be thinking und considering and
judging for himself what is the best for Canada and
for onr Empire. (Hear, hear.) Wc ought to care-
fully consider onr position, and I am very much
afraid that many of us are so engaged in our ordin-
ary buaineas, and have so much to do in trying to
cany on those affairs with which we are connected,
that we may not have sufBcient time or opportunity
to study carefully and to look into the future and to



•M what is the best thing in the interest* of o

country. Now, in the fint place, I hope you will bear

with me in the few remarks I want to make. I want

to draw your attention to the fact that this country

of ours has without doubt the very greatest possi-

bilities of any country on the face of the globe. (Hear,

hear and applause.) Just remember tliat we are in

the same latitude as all the great nations of Europe

;

we have a country as large as all of Europe north of

the latitude of Rome, and in the same latitude. We
have agricultural resources without limit; we have

mineral resources ; we have resources of every kind

;

we have a country capable of maintaining a popu-

laton of about 150,000,000, and we have seattered

now in it a sparse population of 7,000,000—a good

many Scotchmen, thank Ood. (Applause.) Now,
consider what that means. E^re are great powen
growing up in Europe, with the great nations that

have fleets and armies looking about for opportuni-

ties of expansion, looking for new countries in order

to spread their people and their power and their

posts ; I ask you if in all the world there ia any coun-

try more calculated to excite the cupidity of those

nations that have power than Canada t (No.)

Now, that is the position that we are in ; and why are

we a free people to-day! Why are we to-day carry-

ing on business and building railroads spreading

through our country, doing everything we can to in-
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owMe ito wealth and prosperity f Beoauae we are
under the protection of the navy of Great Britain.
(Hear, hear.) Beoanee we have behind tu the power
of that great Bmpiie. If it were not for that we
would at once be^in to eee whether we would have
the oomforUble, eaey, «afe, eecu.'a concition of af.
faiw under which we are «o flourit<hing to-day. Now,
niake no mistake about that. Remember that from
the very beginning this country has excited the cu-
pidity of our neighbors to the south. They came up
in 1776 to wonqner, and they tried in 1812-13-14 to
do the same thing. Thanks to the power of the Em-
pire, thanks to the protecting care of our mother
oountry, and thanks also to the splendid efforts of
our own people individually for their freedom in this
oountry—v/e have been able to hold our own. But do
we not see now that other nations—the United States
themselvt» have tried other methods, to induce us
into their ranks. We know that even Japan is cast-
ing covetous eyes upon our western Provinces; and,
gentlemen, if Germany should get on top, there is no
place in all the world more calculated to exuite her
cupidity than this very country of Canada (Hear
hear) Now, if that is the case, where does oui safetv
lief It consists u standing by the Empire that his
always stood by us (Hear, hear) It depends upon
our being willing to do all in our power to help the
str ^h of that Empire under which alone we can
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be safe and secure (Hear. Imar) That beinic the
caae, let tm see if there is any danger menacing us at
this moment. Germany to-day is the master nation
in Europe. She is abaolutely in control in that coun-
try. She was able not very long ago to cause and to
compel Prance to dismiss her ^'oreign Minister.
Shortly aftRr, only a very short time ago, in that af-
fair with Austria and Bosnia, and Herzegovina, Rus-
sia was going to do something to help those smaller
countries. The Emperor William put two or three
army corps on his eastern frontier, and Russia
backed down. He was able to make Russia do as he
liked. Prance is on the watch all the time, afraid of
another war with Germany. Now, people may think
that war of that sort might not be successful, but I
want to carry your minds back just about one hun-
dred years. There are people alive to-day that were
alive then—(laughter)—and a hund d years ago,
that is a very short time in the history of nations
—think of what was the condition in Europe. Na-
poleon was the absolute master of all Europe. He
was the Sovereign of Prance. He had one brother
King of Spain, another King of Holland, another
King of Westphalia: he had his Marshals in every
position through Europe. Murat, his brother-in-law,
was King of Naples; Bemadotte, one of his Marshals,
was the Crown Prince of Sweden; and, remember,
gentlemen, that Austria and Prussia were under his



hand. And whe
. b« went lo Bn»ia iu 1812 h« fa.d

Spaniards and Italians and OermanB and Pniwians

'a ?wm/°'' "''"^ "*''•"' '»''°" (A voioe-
SootchT

) No. he did not have Scotch. (Uughter.)
No. they knew him too well; that is on« place where
the Scotch kept out. (LauR .er.) Perhaps if he had
had Bome Scotch when he went to Moscow he might
not have suflfered ao badly. (LauRhter.) But just
think of that-ther were Dutch reRin.enta, if not in
the French army, under French flags, that fought all
the way to Moscow and suffered enormous losses, and
hundreds and thousands of the people of Eur.),H. that
were not Frenchmen, that did ,ot belong to France
were forced by that dominai.. power to fight their
battles. Now, then, suppose Germauy should get
the upper h;-nd with her four millions ' soldiers
she could conquer all Europe weiv it l for the
British fleet.

And the Emperor knows that, and. seventeen or
eighteen years ago he told his people: "I must have
an overpowering navy, or Germany can never occupy
the position she should among the nations of the
world"; and he has gone on with gigantic strides to
build up an enormous navy. Why does he want that
If it u not to struggle with England for the masterv
of the sea? How is it that he has been building
Dreadnoughts just as fast as ever he can do itr With-
in the last two years he has increased from two or
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Z!^^' ^ *" ^* y«" *^«y iM'^e added 38 000men to the Krupp works «t E«en, in order to beiw.to mke til the guru, and the equipment neoLv, to^o«, peat battle ahips. What hae been Z^TincI
Auatna m building eight great DreadnoughT Do

ready to fall into rank against our Empire! CU

four of his leadmg Ministers, backed by the leader,of the Opposition, aU struck the note of ^am td

rSedre^T °'/**^- Now.ifVwe^^^
lal^i T' """* *" "'^ *°y °* yo" ^''•t changehas taken place smcet Are we one single whit a^frt«^day then we were then when that^ wm ^^when the danger was thought so greatThaTTh.T^'

r;^^ V
?*'*'° ^ '*^« » conference and sTe whaJ^ould be donet Has there been any ci^ge yttAre we any stronger! What have we Ze? We

«:r2"'r- ^^"'"^-^ ThereTastenprr
tocally nothmg done yet. I am glad to say that our(Government are going to try to do someSC^L
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but I want to say openly and plaialv » . •.-.
man that if we w«n* « ^

P«nuy aa a nulitaiy" ^^ •'•nt to do anything that u « v ^«7 ««rvice for oar Empire we w«Tf„^ V^ ^ °'

•hip- of the very Zf^'JA * ,
^^•C««diM

^l fewrtorrrrr..^- ait

our ships in the front H«- i . ,
^' "" *° ••

men-of-war (ApS^eW f"** "' "" »"*^
men there too « „ ^^ ''*°* "" "^^ Canadian

«e settle" mThL orZ'h"*^ ^'"" ^^'^

of Aegcpotanu th'eTthl^ wCat ZT^'*^

n;r;id^:drt-^5^^^^^^^
.ccidenT^l LuJ':^^^^:^^^^^

*'--«'' one little

Aegospotami. s?e w« defea^dtA*"' '*"*' *^

"d rfie has iever r^en sSc^'C t '"?/«^-
I don't believe that the idLhfof C^"* ""f

^•^.

more than three or fonr ^T^l ^:t:!r::t
if
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tied, and then England got on top in 1805, and from

that day to this we have been able to sing : "Britoni

never shall be slaves." (Hear, hear.) But we hsTe

got to remember that when this thing is settled, it is

not going to be settled by ships built in Canada, nor

is it going to be settled by ships in the harbors of our

eastern coast that are waiting there till the thing is

decided. That will do no good. That is not strategy.

It is not common sense. The fact of the matter is,

when the fight comes, if we are spending any money

we must put it in some place where it will do the

greatest service. I hope that our Government will

consider these things. They ought to be able to see

them as well as I can, or as well as any other military

man can. They ought to be able to get skilled advice.

They ought to be able to get authoritative informa-

tion, and, gentlemen, if you look at the report of the

conference in London, you will find they got the in-

formation. The British Admiralty told them that if

they did not want to put money into the British fleet,

it would be the very best to have one fleet, and

have it altogether. If we did not want to do that,

and wanted to have fleets of our own—and I must say

I like that idea best—because whatever we do have

it ought to be Canadian—(hear, hear)—but they gave

this advice to the Commission. They said: "If the

colonies want to establish fleets of their own they

should establish fleet units, and in making these fleet

10



units, the Indomitable or Indefatigable, which is a

cruiser of the Dreadnought type, was an essential

part of each fleet unit, and the part that ought to be

built first. Then they ought to have cruisers of the

Bristol type, and torpedo boats and destroyers."

The Government have not made their report yet,

but I hope that what we see in the papers is not true,

and that when they do come to do anything, they

will follow the advice of the best authority given in

England, and build the essential part, and build it

at once—hear, hear—and that they won't leave that

and do something that is not essential and that need

not be done for some time. Now, I hope that that

will be the case, because none of you know exactly

what might happen if this war went against us. If

the fight took place in the North Sea, and we were

defeated—which God forbid—but suppose such a

thing should happen, and suppose it happened be-

cause the colonies had their vessels all at home and

did not have them where they were wanted—what

would happen then ? England in the time of Nelson

was able to feed herself. She grew enough grain to

feed herself. Now she requires 30,000,000 quarters

of wheat, and she grows about six—hardly that

sometimes—and if the Germans got on top, without

even sending an army over they could cut off her

food and make her surrender. If she surrendered,

and we had a fleet here, we would have to give it
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up. If Qermany wanted Canada as a colony—and
they say that the lack of colonies ia the

reason she is going into all this great ex-

penditure — what would there be to save us 1

She has got four millions of men. We don't want
her to come over het.^ and put a million men in here.

Some people speak about depending on the Monroe
doctrine. If England goes under, if the British fleet

is defeated, if she has to be under the foot of Qer-

many, and has to give over every warship she has
got to Germany. I tell you that the United States

wonld talk very little about the Monroe doctrine.

(Hear, hear.) Would the twelve millions of Ger-
mans in the United States vote for fighting a great,

powerful nation that had become victorious, in order
to save us t Would the twelve millions of negroes
do it t Would the ten millions of Irish, who came
to take us once, want to fight Germany in order to
save us t Why, the thing is ridiculous. I don't be-

lieve that they would dream of attempting to fight

for us, particularly if the Germans had both the
British fleet and their own. Then, again, if they did,

would we be a free people any longer f Would we
be willing to put ourselves in that position, to depend
upon the United States for our safety t Why, they
would gobble us up, and we would have to go in with
them, and if so we would lo' , our nationality. As
far as I am concerned, then I would have no country

;
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we would have no country ; we would either be with

the United States or Germany—and I think of the

two I would rather take Germany. (Great laughter.)

Now, it is just as well for us Canadians to think

over all these things. (Hear, hear.) If the battle

went against us we would turn around and say to

our politicians, "Why didn't you double your na-

tional debt and build ships and save us t You are

the people that should have thought it out. You are

the people that should have looked ahead. You are

the people that should have made the preparation."

And I think that we would all of us feel that our

politicians had been too timid, and that if they had

come out boldly and asked the people of Canada to

put their hands in their pockets and to pledge their

credit and put debts upon their posterity in order to

secure freedom for their posterity, I believe that the

people of this country would be satisfied. (Hear,

hear.) But we have always had to fight against the

timidity of our politicians. I remember forty odd

years ago, when we wanted to get the Northwest

Territories into this country. I can remember as a

young man then belonging to the Canada First party,

the tremendous fight that we had to get that in. We

were told that $1,500,000 was too much to give for a

country that was no use tor anything except bring-

ing up fur-bearing animals. We were told that the

country never would be any good, that we would

n



never be able to govern it, and so on. I want to aak
you if there ia any man to day who would lay that
the people at that time paid too much money for
that great country T (No.) One million five hun-
dred thousand dollars, and yet there was a rebellion
up there; we had to fight and hold meetings and
talk

; we had to appeal to the people to try and drive
the Oovemment to send an expedition up there, so
that we could get that country into Canada. Would
we give that country up to-day for a thousand mil-
lions of dollars 1 (No.) A few years ago our poli-

ticians were too timid to spend a little money to get
Newfoundland, and it has never come in. Some day
we will regret that, and I hope, for God's sake, that
wo will not have to regret that we did not have
rn'if-rs with foresight enough and with pluck enough
to do what is necessary in order to secure the safety
of our country. (Loud applause.)
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