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REPORT.

The Committee of the Halifax Young Men’s Christian 
Association beg to present their Seventh Annual Report. 
They have, as an Association, experienced anpther year of 
the goodness of their Heavenly Father, and as Young Men’s 
Christian Associations are now recognized standing institu­
tions in the, Christian world, a glance at their history may not 
be deemed out of place in the present Report 

In the Spring of 1844 a few 
London instituted

young men in the City of 
a prayer meeting specially intended for 

those engaged in commercial pursuits. Their meeting was 
held in the centre of the city, and its beneficial influence soon 
became manifest in their conduct and conversation. The 
principal of a large House in the Dry Goods Trade heard of 
this, and. on communicating it to his leading assistant, found 
tlrnt he had been for some time engaged In conducting a simi­
lar meeting among bis companions. A request was sent to a 
third person, who was a leading man in another House, that 

lie would attend a meeting with them. His reply was that a 
few Christian young men in the House first mentioned bad 
already agreed to meet that very evening for the purpose of 
doing something to originate prayer meetings in other Hmutf. 
Thus the Spirit of God had been warming hearts, and light­
ing sparks that only required to b^ drawn together withib the 
household of faith and fanned by contact and communion to 
blnae forth in incense to the Redeemer’s praise.

They met thus from time to time in a small Coffee Home 
on Ludgate Hill with continued accessions to their number.
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and the gracious encouragements of the Lord whomsence

they served.* ,
/ Subsequently; Branch Associations were formed in Lon­

don, and then in the Provinces. The movement speedily 
extended to Continental Europe ard to America, and for the 
past sixteen years these organizations have become increas- 
ingly influential. In London, Exeter Ball was engaged as a 
Lecture Boom and filled with attentive audiepces. The piety, 
combined with liferaiy and scientific talent, of Britain felt, 
and still feels', honoured in contributing to the intellectual ex­
ercises of that place ; ar.d ihe Exeter Ball Lectures are look- 
ed upon as no mean contribution to the Literature of our age. 
Ten volumes of Lectures have been issued, and must; in the 
aggregate, including American reprintej have reached a mil- 

lion of volumes. It is not auguring too much for the London 
Association to repeal a prediction already made respecting it, 
that Exeter Ball may yet be destined, through this Jnstitu- 
thm, to brirg about England’s Second Befoi «nation.

In the reel nt religious awuki aings of Europe and Amer» 
ica, where these institutions have been faithful to their trust 
as ‘ ( finition AsscCiottcris.u They have' been pioneers tts 
the progress of Ihe Gospel, and their reams ard hearts have 
ever been opgn to the appeals that have been made in behalf 
-of all those social leioims, whiofi characterisesour dayr

In this con munity the origin of the Association1 was sim* 
ilar to that of its London prototype. Bible Classes 
■held in some of the counting rooms and offices of a few oif 
■the citizens.

were

A desiie for Christian Association drew those 
isolated «fieris together, and the result was the formation of 

■this institution on the 10th Dee< mber, IMS. Since this time 
the aggregate amount of money expende d in sustaining the

*

1
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institutio i has exceeded two thousand pounds. For the 
Lectures of the Association, the Temperance Hall Company 
has received, including door-keeping and attendance 
£300. It has from its funds, and also indirectly, materially ' 
assisted the Halifax City Mission. It has been instrumental 
in bringing about some un portant changes in the condition of 
clerks, whose long hours of application in several of the 
shops and counting houses gave them but little time for pur­
suits of an improving kind.

Through the instrumentality of this Association, fifteen 
hundred.copies of the « Children’s Paper" are every month 
distributed in the Sabbath Schools, and through them circu- ' 
lated among the families of the Provinces. The price at 
which they are supplied to many schools is merely nominal, 
and the deficiency is liberally borne by W Miller, Esq 
in London, n valued xnevnlber of the Association.

It sends to th«*

over

, now
'i

homes of all classes in the community cheap 
and improving reading, and opens a place of resort- where 
young men may spend their leisure hours with pleasure and 
profit ; they are thus le ft without excuse when found fre­
quenting places questionable in character.

For those who are aiming at a h'gher star dard of holiness 
and a more extended knowledge of Gtd’s Truth, the Bible 
Class of the Association has been held weekly ever since its 
institution. The attendance has not been at all times what 
could be wished, yet it has in its continuance and uninter­
rupted harmony disappointed the expectations of many who 
predicted for it less favourable results.

Respecting the Library your Committee regret that the 
funds have not enabled them to make many additions, not 
even keeping up with the Standard Literature' of the day 
though several new works of importance >ave been added.’ 
They have to acknowledge the kindness of the few friends
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who have ronde donations of liooki during the past year, and 
similar favours are respectfully solicited from others.

Several plans have been under the consideration of your 
Committee to diminish the expense of the Reading R 

^correspondence upon this subject lays been cfpened with the 
agent in London. Your Committee do not deem it advisable 

*\ to recommend the alteration at first contemplated. They 
, ”8ain tender their thanks to the proprietors of the Religi 

Newspaper# and Periodicals for copies of their publications. 
fYour Reading Room is still supplied with the London 

Daily Times, Record, Watchman, British Messenger, Edin­
burgh Witness, Philadelphia Presbyterian, Provincial Wes­
leyan, Christian Messenger, Presbyterian Witness, Borne and 
■Foreign Record of the Presbyterian Church, Church of Scot­
land Record, Eastern Chrovi,le,,Evangelical Christendom; 
The Family Treasury, Bulwark, Chambers’ Journal, Once a 
Week, Blackwood s Magazine, London Review, London 
Quarterly, Princeton Review, Edinburgh Review, North 
British Review, Eclectic Magazine. P 

Your Committee express gratitute to God that they have 
been enabled to close the Eighth Course of Lectures under 
the auspices of this Institution, The*course was opened with 
a prayer meeting held in the Granville Street Chapel, the 
Rev. Mr. Uniacfce presiding, and was closed by the Usual 
prayer meeting—held on this occasion in Chalmers’ Church, 
the Rev. Mr. McNutt presiding. At both these meetings all 
denominations of Christians in our city were fully represented. 
Upon the whole the Course of Lectures just dosed has been 

successful as many of the previous Sessions. The Com­
mittee would tender grateful thanks to those who responded 
to* their appeal for assistance in this department of the 
prise, a list of whom, together with their subjects, will be 
found in the Appendix. They also tender their thanks to the

L
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Clergymen who kindly announced the Lectures in their 
Churches, to the Newspaper Proprietors who advertised and 
inserted their Notices graft», and to all others who have aided 
them in this effort “ to elevate the condition of young men” in 
this community. Fqf List of Lectures, see Appendix !No- 1.

At your last Annual Meeting the Treasurer’s account 
showed a debt of Twenty-Six Pounds against the Association 
During the past year efforts were made to liquidate tins, and 
sustain the Institution. Tour Committee are happy to report 
an increase in the Funds by Subscriptions and Dohati 
during the year 1860 over 1859. In the latter year the in. 
come from this source did not exceed £90. During the year 
1860 it exceeded £150. But an effort will yet require to be 
made to increase the numbeK$ members before the Institu­
tion can properly be called lelf-iuilaining, though practising 
the most rigid economy in its management.

Your Committee would gratefully acknowledge the en­
couragement they received from many of the members upon 
whom they called soliciting an increase of their annual sub­
scription for the current year.

At the Annual Meeting you instructed your Committee to 
make arrangements for eertain necessary repairs and renova­
tions on the Rooms. At first this had to be deferred on the 
grounds that you had no continued lease of the premises, and 
the proprietor was negotiating for the sale of the property- 
The Rooms continued the same duringjthe administration o^ 
the three Executive Committees, and, after the appointment 
of the last in January' this year, they found them in such a 
condition as called forth unpleasant remarks from friends as 
well as those who had no particular wish to be considered 
friends of a Christian Association. Your Committee have

L

ons

r

succeeded in making the alterations and improvements, end 
confidently trust they will meet your approbation. Two of



, etP «oo^uted to the undertaking in expects
tion and on condition that the bills for printing and the re- 
7m L tbe material will be met by the private donation» 
of members ami not from the Association’s General Funds.

Twerij-flve names fcave been added to the list of Active 
members of the Action within the past year, four of 
whom have eft the cty. The whole number of Members, 
incfodmg Life and Active, admitted has been One Hundred
and Seventeen, Four of whom have withdraw», Three have
died E,ghteen have left the city, Twelve, though not formally 
withdrawn, have failed to pay tlfeir subscriptions.

The following extract from the Report of your Executive 
Committee for Quarter ending Slst December, 1860, will 
better explain the position of the Association respecting Funds 
and their sources at that time s—

About £136 has been received during the past year in 
Subscriptions, Life Members Entries and Donations, which
may be analyzed as follows, vis. :
Four Life Members admitted in I860,
Sixty-Eight Active Members paid Subscriptions 

and Donations, - . . ' „ ’
Fifty-Two Associate Members at 10s., . " 26
Seven paid smaller sums than iOs.,
Special Effort Donations, -

£40 0 0

- 78

10

For details respecting Finance your Committee refer to the 
Treasurer’s account. ($ee Appendix No. 2.)

During the pact year, as an Association, we bad to bewail 
the removal from among us of our late esteemed Pressent 
Sir Brenton Halliburton, the Chief Justice. The «solutions 
and correspondence of your Committee on that melancholy 
occasion are herewith submitted with a request that they be

f

£
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printed in Appendix to this Repk It will now become 
your duty to elect a successor. (See Appendix No. 3.)

God has also been pleased to take to himself another va- 
lued friend of the Association in the late Rev. Dr. Twining 
who ever was an attached friend of the Institution and always’ 
ready to give his valuable aid to the Committee.

Your Committee would hardly attempt to recommend any 
special effort into which the Association woald enter in the 
current year. The calls are numerous. There is necessity 
for a yet more energetic effort to increase the Active Mem­
bers of the Association, a more regular atteidance at Bible 
Class by members, and the members of Committees in parti- 
cuiar These are within our border. And there is the Half- 
Holiday Movement, which legitimately belongs to this Asso­
ciation, and your Committee would recommend its special ad­
vocacy by their successors. And in responding to all these 
calls let the response be given in the name of Jesus, for his 
sake, and with an eye single to His glory—ever remembering 
(bat they that turn many to righteousness shall shine as the 
stars m the firmament, and he that is made the instrument in 
the hand of the Spirit of saving a soul from death covers a 
multitude of sins. In the language of another they would 
conclude this Report : “ Will you young men individually 
give your influence to those movements in the spirit of self- 
denial, showing yourselves to be true men, who seek others 
and not your own good altogether, and remembering that this 
fleeting world of change, with its fashion, passeth away, you 
may be enabled to exercise an influence that

i

\

can neverdie.

Though «offers ask where is your gain, 
And mocking say your work is vain, 
Such scoffers die and are forgot.
Work done for God it dieth not.
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Press on, press on, nor doubt nor fear, 
Prom age to age this voice shall oheer, 
Whate’er may die and be forgot 
Work done for <3od it dieth not.”

\

And may God enable us all to feel and act is the prayer 
of your obedient servants, the retiring Committee.

so

■

V
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NO. IL
AW IAJL, ACCOUNT.

The Halifax Young Mens’ Chris. Ass. in ac. with the Treasurer. 
1861. Dr.

EXPENDITURE.
Balance due the Treaeurer, let April, 1860 
Booke, Periodicals, Newspapers end Magazines 
Salaries : Secretary

“ Sub-Librarian and Messenger 
Rent of Reading Room, 4 quarters 
Hire of Temperance Hall for Lectures 
Travelling Expenses of Lecturers 
Printing Reports, Circulars, Hymns, &o.
Gas, three quarters 
Petty Expenses, Fuel, Postage, 4c.
Insurance

£26 6
29

£65 0 0 
10 0 0 75

25
31

8
10

V NO. I.
eighth course of lectures.

DELIVERED BEFORE THE

Sjonng itlrns’ Christian Association.
DURING THE WINTER SESSION OF 1860— 61

1. —Our Young Men, their Aims and the means of obtaining
them ; by Rev. Robert Sedgewick.

2. —The House of Bourbon and the House of Brunswick, or
the Story of Two Young Princes and its Moral ; by Rev. 
John Brewster.

®'—The Influence of the, Crusades on the Civilization of Europe ;
by Mr. A. D. Morse, Esq., Banister at Law.

4—On Originality ; by J. D. Everett, Esq., A. M., Professor 
in King s College, Windsor. *

5. —The Difficulties and Advantages of Self-Education : by Rev.
S. T. Rand, Micmac Missionary.

6. —Religious Poetry ; its influence on Spiritual Culture ; by
Rev. Allen Pollock. J

i .—Opening of the Seven Seals of the Apocalypse :
8. Seven Trumpets of the Apocalypse j a continuation by 

Rev. Charles Churchill, A. M.
On Revivals ; by Rev. John Hunter.

APPENDIX.

£221 9 7
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Subscription as Life Member, Jame7Forman 
“ “ Dr. Stirling

'* the Chief Justice 
11 Edward Binney

£5 0 0 
2 10 0

Donations. William Miller 
** ' A. K. Doull 

Subscriptions to 1st April 
Special Subscriptions 
Lecture Receipts 
Sale of Newspapers

£221 9 7 
SAMUEL H. BLACK,

Treasurer.
E. E.

March 30th, 1861.

NO. III.
Resolution respecting the Late President.

tion «°? °{A the YounS “»'• Christian Associa.
r°" “:ld 7 S'***' Ju‘y 21. 1860, after the usual ererci.es of

eœz ssizr**■* ■—- 
sSv£S trSVTZ.TtiZ.S -
luJ..commenced with thTtaltaJ“of1

intercourse duung the six years in 
charged the du f ee of Preside

i

hers mem-
private ur Cliri.tian 

which he bo honorably die-
memory to every member of the Association^***^ ^ Mm6 lnd 
pA"? ■1 H °°Py <>f the a bore resolution with an expression of

Jsmks Farquiur, Secretary.
REPLY.

“ Mv Dear Sib V

•A
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Tr tlK'",K**lti«" h*re .forded me much ♦

s;=E:BSS=£æ
Kns.““ » ~ « «■-«««. h ï sasfî 
gÆB’flswaÿ «assis? 
ÆEÆtï,ïïS“*”£ïI. A. K. D JWL*«. of cJa."' "•"•»■>">•
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CONSTITUTION.
ARTICLE L

wt£S:i:,ï ïo“»
K

ARTICLE H.
That the objecta of the Association shall be 

fiRST.—The improvement of the spiritual and mental condi- 
tion ot Young Men.
R~™e f°rm8tion °f a Christian library and Reading

Third.—Rooms and accommodation for Bible Classes and 
Social Prayer Meetings.

louBTH.—Courses of Lectures on religious subjects, as well 
as secular having reference to religion, and the em­
ployment of every other available means whereby the 
increase of real vital religion may be promoted.

ARTICLE III.

Second.

That as it is the desire of the Association to admit no

sha I not be a member in good standing of one of the evange- 
hcal denominations. He shall be proposed by a member of 
,!,^oc;?tlon “* °”e of its meetings, and shall be elected by 
as to ldjebgibnityT C°mmittee’ « satisfactoryinquiry

one

, ARTICLE IV.

iESSSSF»-



15

ARTICLE V.

- Ï5SS ÏÏ "*
ARTICLE VL

. Any member on the payment of Ten Pounds 
time, shall become a Life Member.

(■-

at any one

ARTICLE VII.
The Officers of this Association shall consist of a President,

ARTICLE VIII.

OF OFFICERS.DUTIES

It shall be the duty of the President and one of the Vice 
PRSl»Tl£tP|,reS,!d? at a" fib!'6 meetings of the Association, 
.hJm h n ^ ‘r vU y.°f the Recording Secretary to notify 
the members of the time and place of meeting, attend the

Tnd^

hnnt. ha i j6 the duty f the Llbrarian to keep in order all books and documents of the Association, to keep
catalogue of the same, and an accurate account of 
delivered to all members.

a correct 
all books
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ARTICLE IXi

4,,l/meetlnç of the Association, and 
shall be opened and closed with prayer.

t

of the Committee,

i

'
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I
b. library and news room

day from 9

las Barrington Street.
OPEN EVERY LAWFUL

I A. M., TO 10 P. m.
.

Ü
■

*

LECTURES
TUESDAY EVENING,

at Tcmiterance Hall, at 7} o'clock

■m
every ALTERNATE

DURING WINTER,1 «

s
mif .

PRAYER MEETING AND BIBLE CLASS mEVERY S-VTpday ■

1
KVKXINO, AT Sj- o’clock.

\

1
■

THE IGENERAL COMMITTEE If
-M LETS QUARTERLY.

i.
|I

* ,,:l|THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
meets weekly.\ .;m

j:
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