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‘few Christian young men in' the. House  first mentioned had

REPORT.

P —

Tue Committee of the Halifax Young Men’s Christian
Association beg to, present their Saventh Annual Report. '
They bave,as.an Association, experienced angther year of
the goodness of their Heavenly Father, and as Young Men's
Christian Associations are now recognized standing institu-
tions in. the:Christian world, a glance at their history maynot
be deemed out of place in the present Report, i

In the Spring of: 1844 ‘a few young men: in: the City of
London instituted a prayer meeting specially intended for
those engaged in: commercial pursuits, Their meeting was
held in the centre of the city, and its heneficial influence soon
became. manifest in  their conduct and conversation.  The
principal of a large House in the Dry Goods Frade heard of
this, and. on commuriicating it to his leading. assistant, found
that he bad, been for some time engaged in condueting a simi-
lar meeting among his companions. < A request was sent toa
third person, who was a leading man in another House, that

he would attend a.meeting with them.  Hig reply was that'a

already agreed to meet: that very evening for the purpose ‘of
doing something to’originate prayer meetings in other Horses.
‘Thus the Spirit of  God had been warminy heants,: and- light-
ing sparks that only required to bg, drawn togetheir withify the
household of faith aud fanned by contaet and communion to
blage forthin incense to the Redeemer’s praise. S
+They et thus' fromtime to tinie in a emall Coffee H

on Ludgate Hill with continued accessions:to ‘their number.
Here the eaid “ to have realized the supprt and bless-

ihg OF Chlétian'followship, and weve made.glad byr,the:
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sence and the gracious encouragements of the Lord whom
they served.* ; $
Subsequently;, Branch Associations were formed in Lon-

don, and then in the Provinces. The movement speedily
extended to Continental Europe.ard to Ameriea; and for' the

past sixteen years: thece-organizations’ have become ificreas- —
ingly influential. In London, Exeter Hall was engaged as'a
Leeture Room and filled with attentive audiepees. The piety,
ccmbined with liferary and scientifie talent, of Britain felt,

and still féels; honoureq in contributing to the intellectual ‘ex- '
ercises of that place ; ard the Exeter Hall Lectures sve looke
ed upon ag no mean contribution to the Literature'of our age,
Ten volumes of Lectures bave been issued, and mustj in' the
aggregute, inelud{ng Américan reprints; have reached amik
lion of volumes. It is not auguring teo mueh for the Loridon
Aseociatiop to repeat a predietion already miade respecting it,
that Exeter Hall may yet Le destined, -through this' Institu-
tiony 10 brirg sleut England’s Second Reformation.

*In the recent religions awakeninge of Furope and Amers.
ica, where these institutions ‘hiave been faithfal to their trust
as. Christion Assceiations”  They have been pioneers to
the progress of ‘the Gospel, and their rcemie and hearts Eave
ever been open 1o the appeals that have been made in’ bebalf
of all tLose sccial reforme, whicli chntaeterises our day

~In this con munity the origin of the Ascocintion' was sinie ¢
ilar 1o that of ite Lenéon profotype.  Bible Classes were
theld in ‘scme of the ccunting roeme  and «ffices of & few of
the citivens. A desive for Chiistian Association drew thore
. irolated eforts tegether, and the rerult was' the formation of

'this institation on:the 10th Deccmber; 1858.  Since this fime

the: aggregate smount of mworey! expended in custaining' the

on, 1860,

# Bee Young Men’s Christian Assgoiation of London History : Objests :lll
.D!ﬁlqmu&h-d 86! prenet L e
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institutio + has exceeded tvo. thousand pounds. For the '
Lectures of the Association, the Temperance Hall Company
has received, including door-keeping: and attendance over
£300, Tt has from its funds, and also indirecll_v,_mnterially
assisted the Halifax City Mission. It has been instrumental
in. bringing about some important changes in the condition of '
clerks, whose long hours of application in several of the
shops and conri fing houses gave them but little time for pur-
suits of an improving kiad,

Through the instrumentality of this Association, fifteen
hundred.copies, of the * Children’s Paper” are every month
distributed in the Sabbath Schools, and through them circu-
lated among the familics of the Provinees. The price_at
which they are sup plied to many schools js merely nominal,
and the deficieney is liberally borne by W Miller, Esq., now
in London, a valued member of the Association. b

It sends to the homes of all classes in the community cheap
and improving reading, and opens a place of resort- where
young men may spend their leisure hours with pleasure and

profit; they are thus left without excuse when found fre-
- quenting places questionable in character. '
. For those who are ajming at a higher stardard of holiness
and a more extended knowledge of G¢d’s Truth, the Bible
Class of  the Association has been held we ¢kly ever since its
institution. The attendance has not been ht all times what
could be wished, yet it has in its continuance and uninter-
tupted harmony disappointed the expectations of many who
predicted for it less favourable results. ;

Respecting the Library your Committee regret that the
funds have not enabled them to make many additions, not
even keeping up with the Standard Literature’ of the day,
though several new works of importance have' been added.
They bave to acknowledge the kindness of the few friends
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who have made donations of books during the past year, and
similar favours are respectfully solicited from others.

Several plans have beer under the concideration of your
Committee to diminich the expense of the Readirg Room. A

,correspo”ndence upon this subject has been dpened with the
- agent in London, Your Committee do not deem it advisable
to recommend the alteration at first contemplated. They
again tender their thanks to the proprietors of the Religious
Newspapers and Periodicals for copies of their publications.
“Your Reading Room is still supplied with the London
Daily Z%mes, Record, Watchman, British Messenger, Edin-
burgh Witness, Philadelphia Preshyterian, Provincial Wes-
leyan, Christian Messeny‘cr, Preshyterian Witness, Home and
Foreign Record of the Presbytevian Church, Church of Scot-
land Record, Eastern CI.rmﬁ:Ie,bEt'anyeh'cal Christendom ;
The Family Treasury, Bulwark, Chambers’ Journal, Once a
Week, Blackwood’s Magazine, London Review, London
Quarte}ly,- Princeton Review, Edinburgh Review, North
British Review, Eclectic Magazine. .

Your Committee express gratitute to God that they  have
been enabled to close the Eighth Course of Lectures under
the auspices of this Institution, The-course was opened with
a prayer meefing held in the, Granville Street Chapel, the
Rev. Mr. Uniacke presiding, and was closed by the usual
prayer meeting—held on this occation in Chalmers’ Church,
the Rev. Mr. McNutt presiding, At both these meetings all
denominations of Christians in our cify were fully represented.
Upon the whole the Course of Lectures just ¢losed has been
as successful as many of the previous Sessions. The Com-
mittee would tender grateful thanks to those who responded
to their appeal for assistance in this department of the enter-
‘prise, a list of whom, together with their subjects, will be
found in the Appendix. ‘They also tender their thanks to the




4

Clergymen who kindly announced the Lectires in their
Churches, to the Newspaper Proprietors’ who advertised and
inserted their Notices gratis, and fo all others who have aided
them in this effort “ to elevate the condition of young men” in
this community. For List of Lectures, see Appendix No, 1.

At your last Annual Meeting the Treasurers account
showed a debt of Twenty-Six Pounds against the Association
During the past year efforts were made to liquidate this, and
sustain the Institution. Your Committee are happy to report
an increase in the Funds by subscripﬁons andDonations
during the year 1860 over 1859. Tn the latter year the in.
come from this source did not exceed £90. During the year
1860 it exceeded £150. But an effort will yet require to be
made to increase the numberof members before the Institu-
tion can properly be called self-sustaining, though practising
the most rigid economy in its management,

Your Committee would gratefully acknowledge fhe en-
couragement they received from many of the members upon
whom they called soliciting an increase of their gunal sub-
scription for the current ‘year. & ?“

At the Annual Meeting you instructed your Committee to
make arrangements for eertain necessary repairs and renova-
tions on the Rooms. At first this had to be deferred on the
grounds that you had no continued lease of the premises, and
the proprietor was negotiating for the sale of the property-
The Rooms continued the same during the administration o
the three Executive Committees, and, after the appointmeny
of the last in January’ this year, they found them in such a
condition as called forth unpleagant remarks from friends as
well as those who had no particular wish to be considered
friends of a Christian Association. Your Committee have
succeeded in making the alterations and improvements, and
confidently trust they will meet your approbation. Two of
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thalr pumber have contibuted to the undertaking in expeots-
tion and on condition that the bills for painting pnd the re-
mainder of the material will be met by the private donations
of members and not from the Association’s General Funds.

Twenty.five names have been pdded to the list of Active
Members of the Assosiation Within the  past year, four of
whom have left the city, The whole number of Members,
including Life and Active, JAdmitted has been One Hundred
and Seventeen, Four of whom have withdraws, Threo have
died, Kighteen have left the sity, Twelve, though not formally
withdrawn, have failed to pay their subscriptions.

The following extract from the Report of your Executive
Committee for Quarter ending 31st December, 1860, wil
better explain the position of the Association respecting Funds
and their sources at that | ime s r

About £156 has been received during the past year in
Subscriptions, Life Members Entries and Donations, which
may be analyzed as follows, viz. :

Four Life Members admitted in 1860, -  £40 0 0
Sixty-Eight Active Members paid Subscriptions

and Donations, T e
Fifty-Two Associate Members at 10s., . 2 0 0
Seven paid sméller sums than 10s., « "I
Special Effort Donations, - .- . . 1015 0

£156 10 0
For details respecting Finance your Commitiee refer to the
Treasurer’s gccount. ($ee Appendix No. 2.) i
Dunng the past year, as an Association, we had to bewail
the removal from among us of 'our late esteemed g’resident
Sir Brenton H;allibm;to'ﬁ,'the .‘Chrief Justice. The resojutions
Aand correspondence of your Committee on_that melancholy
occasign are hetewith submitted with a request that they be

-
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printed in Appendix to_this Be]irk It will now become
your duty to elect a successor. " (See Appendix No. 3.)
‘God has also been pleased to take to himself another 'va-
lued friend of the. Association in the late Rev. Dr. Twining,
who ever was an attached friend of the Institution and always
ready to give his valuable aid to the Committee. q
Your Committee would hardly attempt to recommend any
special effort into which the Association would enter in the
current year. The calls-are numerous. There s necessity
for a yet more energetic effort to increase the Active Mem-
bers of the Association, a more regular atterdance at Bible
Class by members, and the members of Committees in parti-
cular. These are within our border. And there is the Half-
Holiday Movement; which legitimately belongs to this Asso-
ciation, and your Committee would recommend its special ad-
vocacy by their successors. And in responding to all these
calls let the response be given in the name of Jesus, for his
sake, and with an eye single to His glory—ever remembering
that they that. turn many to righteousness shall shine as the
stars in the firmament, and he that is made the instrument in
the hand of the Spirit of saving a soul from death covers a
multitude of sins. In the language of another they would
conclude this Report: « Will you young men individually
give your influence to those movements in the spirit of self-
denial, showing yourselves to be true men, who seek others
and not your own good altogether, and remembering that this
fleeting world of change, with its fashion, passeth away, you
may be enabled to exercise an influence that can never
die. ;
Though scoffers ask where is your gain,
- And mocking say your work is vain,
Such scoffers die and are forgot,
Wark done for God it dieth not.
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E
Press on, press on, nor doubt nor fear,
From age'te age this voioe shall cheer,
Whate’er may die and be forgot
Work done for God it dieth not.’

And:may God enable us all so to feel and act is the prayer
of your obedient servants, the retiring Committee.




APPENDIX.
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N NO. L
EIGHTH COURSE OF LECTURES.

DELIVERED BEFORE THE

Doung Mens' Thristian Association.

DURING THE WINTER SESSION OF 1860~ 61.
) 1.—Our Young Men, their Aims and the means of obtaining
them ; by Rev. Robert Sedgewick.
2.=~The Housc of Bourbon and the House of Brunswick, or
the Story of Two Young Princes and its Moral ; by Rev.
John Brewster,
8.—The Influence of the Crusades on the Civilization of Europe ;
by Mr. A. D. Morse, Esq., Banister ¢t Law.
- 4.—On Originahty ; by J. D. Everett, Esq., A. M., Professor
in King’s College, Windsor. -
5.~~The Difficulties and Advantages of Self-Education ; by Rev.
8. T. Rand, Micmac Missionary. -
6.—Religions Poetry ; its inflaence on Spiritual Cultare; by
| Rev. Allen Pollock.
" 7.~—Opening of the Seven Seals of the Apocalypse :
( 8.—Beven Trumpets of the Apocalypse; a continuation by
Rey. Charles Churchill, A, M.,
9.—O0n Revivals; by Rev. John funter.

NO. 11
ANNUAL ACCOUNT.
The Halifax Young Mens' Chris. Ass. in ac. with the Treasurer,
1861. Dr.

Insurance .. 110

EXPENDITURE, ,
p Balance due the Treasurer, 1st April, 1860 £26 16 6 E
f Books, Periodicals, Newspapers and Magasines 2913 11
| Salaries : < Secrotary £650 0
’ * __ Sub-Librarian and Messenger 1000 75 0 0
Rent of Reading Room, 4 quarters 25 0 0
Hire of Temperance ITall for Lectures 3110 0
Travelling Expenses of Lecturers 810 0
Printing Reports, Ciroulars, Hymns, &o. 10 0 0
| Gas, three quarters 518 6
| Petty Expenses, Fuel, Postage, &o. 710 (8)
7

£221 9
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1861 . Cr.

RECEIPTS.
Bubscription as Life Member, James Forman £10 0 0
o . -Dr. Stirli 0 00
“ ¢ the Chief Justice 10 0.0
L **  Kdward Binney 10 00
Donations, William Miller &5 0 0

*  A.K. Doull 210 0 710 0
Subsoriptions to 1st April 9 0 0
Special Sabscriptions - 14. 3 '8
Leoture Receipts 62 3 5
Sale of Newspapers ‘ 242 6
€221 9 7

E. E. SAMUEL H. BLACK,
March 30th, 1861, { T'reasurer.

NO. III.

Resolution respecting the Late President.

At a meeting of the Halifax Young Men's Christian Assogia-
tion held on Saturday, July 21, 1860, after the usual exercises of
prayer and reading ; on motion of SanveL Brack, Feq , seconded
and passed unanimouely, :

Resolved, That this Association desire to record deep regret
at the loss they have susiained in the death of their venerable
President, Sir Brenton Halliburton, Chief Justice, whose removal
from among them they bewail, as a great public calamity, whose
early advooncy of the interests, whope generous donations to the
funds, commenced with the infancy of the Association, and ter-
minated only with his lamented death, And whose urbanity and
true Christian bearing towards ghe successsive officers and mem-
hers of the Association in all their officinl, private ur Christian
intercourse during the six years in which he 8o honorably dis-
charged the duties of Pres; ent, have all endeared his name and
tiemory to every member of the Association,

Also tl.at a copy of the above resolution with an expression of
Christiau_sympathy, be commnunicated. to the members of the late
President’s family. (Signed) - A, K. Dovsi, Chairman,

: Jaurs Farquuar, Secretary.

REPLY.

“My Drar Sig :/ :
On behalf of my. fat} er's family and myself, I beg to return
our most sincere thanks to the Young Men's Christian Aswooia-




tion for the resolutions passed the 21st inst., testifying the esteem
of our Father and their QW mtg for ourselves. _
‘I can assure yon' t ] golﬁ’ lﬁjl’orded me much
tification, as testifying the esteem towards him whom we 0
oved, of an association for which he falt the greatest regard, and
in whose welfare he took the liveliest interest, 8eeing how essen-
tial religious principles and practice were to our well-being here,
aatl/therefore it' was his gréat happiness to see the pm?u-lty of
this Bociety, and an unspeibable gratification tohear of the ex:
cmplary conduct of its membes, and had not his advanced
Erevented it, he would have been one of its most active members, '
ut be assured that it was not forgotten in his petitions to s
Throne of Grace. -
¢ We were all very much gratified by the last mark of esteem
p‘?id‘ by'ths Boviety to his memory in attetiding his remains ‘to
the grave, - :
* With:my best wishes for. the continued suceoss and usefnlness
of the Association, believe me my dear sirs yours very fasithfully,

(Sign Jonn (. Harusvrrox.
To A. K. Doull, and members of Committes.
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TaAT this Association be called the « Havirax Youne
MeN’s CHRISTIAN A880CIATION.”

That the objects of the Association shall be
F1rst.—The improvement of the spiritual and mental condi-
tion of Young Men,

SECOND.—The formation of a Christian Library and Readipg

Tairp.—Rooms and accommodation for Bible Classes .and
Social Prayer Meetings.

Fourra.—Courses of Lectures on religious subjects, as well
as secular baving reference _to religion, and the em- :
ployment of every other available means whereby the
increase of real vital religior may be promoted,

That as it is the desire of the Association to admit no one
to membership who does not give decided evidence of his con-
version to God, therefore no person shall be proposed who
shall not be a member in good standing of one of the evange-
lical denominations. He
the Association at one of its meetings, and shall be elected by

ballot by the general Committee, after a.satisfactory. inquiry
as to his eligibility.

That all members of the Association subseribing: Twenty
Shillings and upwards, shall be admitted to the privileges of
the Library, Reading Room, and Lectures,

CONSTITUTION.

ARTICLE I

ARTICLE 11,

—

ARTICLE IIL

shall be proposed:by a member of

— !

. ARTICLE 1V,
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ARTICLE V.

That any person of good moral charactér may become an
Associate member of this Association by the payment of Ten
Shillings angually, and shall be entitled to all the privileges
of this Association, 'the right to vote excepted.

~

ARTICLE VI.

. Any member on the payment of Ten Pounds at any one
time, shall become a Life Member. :

ARTICLE VII.

The Officers of this Association shall consist of a President,,
Vice Presidents, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding Se-
retary, a Treasurer, Librarian, and a standing Committee,
comprising as far as possible members of each evangelical de-
nomination, all of whom shall be chosen annually by ballot.

—

ARTICLE VIII.

DUTIES OF OFFICERS.,

1t shall be the duty of the President and one of the Vice
Presidents to preside atall Public meetings of the Association,

It shall be the duty of the Recording Secretary to notify
the members of the time and place of meeting, ‘attend the
game, to notify all Officers of their election, and to keep a fair
and complete record of the transactions of the Association.

The Corresponding Secretary shall be the organ of the As-
sociation in its conference with other societies, and shall retain
copies of all letters written by him.

The Treasurer shall collect and pay all monies of the As-
sociation under direction of the Comnmittee, shall keep a cor-
account of the same, and shall report whenever required to do
80, to the Committee, and to the Association at least once a year.

It shall be the duty of the Librarian to keep in order all
books and documents of the Association, to keep a correct

catalogue of the same, and an accurate account of all books
delivered to all members.
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It ‘shall be the duty of the Contfiittee to man
affairs of the Assdeiation, to

Committees,

age  the
make; By-Laws, appoint special

ARTICLE [X.
Al meetings of the Association, and

of the Committee,
shall be opened and closed with prayer.







LIBRARY AND NEWS ROOM
OPEN EVERY LAWFUL DAY FroM 9 4.

, TO 10 P, 3
128 Barrington Sireet,

LECTURES

EVERY ALTERNATE TUESDAY EVENING,

DURING \\'INTI:R,

Ar Temperance Hall, v 7} o'crock

]

PRAYER MEETING AND. BIBLE CLASS

EVERY SATERDAY EVENING, AT 8} o'crock,
i

]

THE GENERAL COMMITTEE

MEETS QUARTERLY,

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

MEETS WEEKLY, \




