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ffiE NORTH-WEST PASSAGE.

CAPTAIN M'CLURE'S DESPzVTCHIiS.

'' //er Majesltfs Discovery Ship, Invcstiqator, off Puint IVarren, Polar
Sea, Aii'yust 2Wi, 18^0, in lat. G9° 43' N., long. \',M° 57' W.

Sir,—I have the honour to report to you, for the information of

the Lords Couiniissioners of the Atlmiraltv, that we arrived oflF the

forwarded by Her
pany on tlie 30th
possession of my

Mackenzie on the 21st instant. Tlie letters that I

Majesty's ship, Herald, from whom I parted com)
ultimo, off Cape Lisburne, will have put you in

proceedings up to that date.

After parting with the Herald I stood to the N.N.W. with a fresh

breeze from the N.E., with the intention of making the ice, which
was accomplished on the morning of the 2nd of August, in lat. 7*^ 2 1' N.,

long. IGO*^ 12' W., and at 11 a.m. stood into the loose ice for the

purpose of examining the pack ; the wind, however, falling before we
got far in, I was induced to run out to avoid being beset, having ascer-

tained tliat the pack was very close and heavy, extending from E.N.E.
to W.N.W., and, seeing no hope of getting tlirough, worked along

its edge in soundings from 24 to 2G fathoms (mud) ; the hundreds of

walrusses that were lying upon the ice, thickly huddled together like

sheep in a fold, were most astonishing. We continued working along

the ice, occasionally getting drifted in, until the 5th, when the weather,

which had been previously thick and misty, cleared a little, and no
ice being in sight, I shaped a course for Wainwright's Inlet, with the

intention of getting between the pack and shore; in running exchanged

numbers with Her Majesty's ship Plover, and at 11.30 a.m. observed

a low beach, apparently shingle, distant about two miles. The wea-

ther again having become thick, we went entirely by our soundings,

which varied from 14 to 73 fathoms; in which latter we rounded Point

Barrow at 11.30 p.m., without, however, observing the land, and

steered to the eastward, direct for Banks's Land, finding that the ice

was sufficiently loose and practicable for sailing through. Tiiese hopes

were soon, however, dissipated ; for on the forenoon of the Gth it

suddenly cleared, when I found that we had been running directly into

the pack, which was very heavy and impenetrable, extending from

S.E. to S.W. (by the north), in lat. 71" 35" N., and long. 155" 12' W.
A 2



I

4 CAPTAIN M'CIXHk's DKSI'ATrffFS.

ntul tlip sen tljrouirli wliich we had come looking nearly as wliitt H
the ice ahead, except that huies of water were ohservahle. Wa
instantly hauUd to the wind, and roinnienced wuiking out. During

tiie niglit the hreeze freshened considerably, hriiiiring .showers of ^^
with thick weather, while heing compelled to carry a press of cauTMt

through very heavy and close sailing ice rendered the navigation

extremely critical. The vessel occasionally struck with some viol^i^
.

This continued till the afternoon of the 7th, when clear water 'w^
reported from the Crow's-nest. The wind almost inmiediately failing:,

the hoats were all manned, and towing commenced amid songs and

cheers, which contimied with unabated good humour for six hours,

when their laborious work was brought to a successful termination ;

being in perfectly clear water in Smith's Bay, a light air springing up,

wc worked to the eastward.

At 2 a.m. of the 8th, being off Point Drew, sent Mr. Court (second

master), on shore to erect a cairn, and bury a notice of our having

passed. Upon landing they were met by three mitives, who at first

were very timid, but, upon exchanging signs of friendship, which con-

sisted of raising the arms three times over the head, they approached

the boat, and, after the pleasant salutation of rubbing noses, became

very communicative ; when, by the assistance of our invaluable inter-

preter, Mr. Miertsching— the selection of this gentleman for this

important office does infinite credit to the discernment of those who
sent him— we found the tribe consisted of ten tents (this being the

only approach to their numbers he could obtain), that they had
arrived only three days previously, and that they hold communication
with a party inland, who trade with the Russian Fur Company. The
evening before, they had observed us, but could not imagine what
large trees they were moving about (our masts), and all the tribe had
assembled on the beach to look at them, when they agreed that it was
something very extraordinary, and left the three men who met the boat to

watch. They also gave the pleasing intelligence that we should find open
water along the coast from about three to five miles' distance during

the summer ; that the heavy ice very seldom came in, or never left the

land further than at present ; that they did not know if there were
any islands further north, as they found it impossible to go in their

kyacks, when in pursuit of seals, further than one day's journey to

the main ice ; and then the lanes of water allowed of their proceeding
three-quarters of a day further, which brought them to very large and
high ice, with not space enough in any part of it to allow their kyacks
to enter ; the probable distance, Mr. Miertsching therefore estimates,

from his knowledge of the Esquimaux habits, to be about 40 miles
off shore, and from what I have seen of the pack, I am inclined to
think this is perfectly correct, for a more unbroken mass I never
witnessed. They also mentioned seeing the boats with white men going
eastward last year (which I suppose was Lieutenant PuUe.i), but had
not seen any other white persons or anything like this vessel before ;

they had, therefore, no name of sufficient grandeur to give the great
•' omiac," so they called her the " fast-moving island." Several of
them came off to the vessel, but had little to barter, as all their
hunters were away, but immediately we had been observed they were
sent for, and would soon arrive. Then, said they, " You will be gone,
and how disappointed they will be." They appear a simple, kind

i



CAI'TAIN M*CI,t'nK*8 DKSrATCIlES. 5

ns wliitt M
ihle. We
t. During
ers of ^^
of cauTan
navigation

le violeM^

,

water 'wpi

tc'ly failing,

songs and
six hours,

rmination ;

ringing up,

art (second

jur having

lio at first

vhich con-

upproached

ies, became
lable inter-

n for this

those who
being the

they had
munication

any. The
ine what

e tribe had
that it was
the boat to

I find open
nee during

ver left the

here were
o in their

journey to

proceeding
r large and
leir kyacks
estimates,

40 miles

nclined to

ss I never

men going

i), but had
sel before ;

the great

Several of

all their

they were
II be gone,

ipie, kind

people, very poor, very filthy, and, to us, looked exceedingly wretched.

The time of our return was rcpcntodly iiupiired for by them. They
would have u (juantity of skins ; they were anxious for us to wait a

little, that tliey might send oil' a supply of reindeer; but, the boat

returning, aiid tl>e wind fair, I made them a few jireseiits, and gave
them a k'ttcr to be forwarded to the Russian Fur Company, and made
sail to the eastward. The wind being light as we ran close along shore,

in from four to six fathoms, we had a great many visitors ; many of

them had been tlieir whole lives between the ('op|)ermine and Point

liarrow. These could give no information of the missing expedition.

I am certain that had any of them reached these shores we must have

heard of it. The coast is inhaliited throughout, and the natives are,

to all appearance, a kind and merry race, aiul when we gave them
presents, throuiih the medium of tlie interpreter, we told them th:it

we were looking for our lost brothers, and if they saw any white nu'u

in distress they were to be very kiiul ; to whieh they assented, by
saying they would, and give them plenty of "deer's flesh." While
running along the land, wliieli is exceedingly low, observed upon Point

Pitt two conical mounds; thinking they ndnht have some communica-
tion buried beneath, ran in to examine them. While in stays the

vessel took the groimd, but was hove off almost immediately without

any damage, the Ijotfom being soft clay. The boat sent to examine

the mounds reported them old Es(piimaux caches, where they dej)osit

their venison. They left a bottle, containing a notice of our passing.

Upon rounding Cape Ilalkett on the morning of the 9th, found the

ice was set close to the shore, which rendered it a passage of nnieh

anxiety, great labour, and innninent risk, as the wind was strong from

E.S.E., with thick fog, and the ice closing around us fast, so that we
had barely space to work in, tacking frequently in five, and never

beyond ten minutes, standing upon one tack, into three-and-a-half

fathoms, and uj)on the other to four-and-a-half and six fatlumis ; this

operation was continued the greater part of the middle and all the

morning watch. At 9 a.m. tlie weather cleared a littl*», and ojieu

water was observed in Smith's Bay; our soundings idually in-

creased ; the reaches became longer as we rounded the ipe, and all

apprehension of being forced on shore was over.

August 10.—In crossing Harrison's Bay fovnid the influence of the

Colville to extend 12 or 14 miles, the surface of the water being

of a dirty mud colour, and scarcely salt. The weather, thick and

foggy, prevented any land being seen. The soundings were very regular

on one tack ; the ice allowed of our standing oif to eiglit fathoms
;

and on the other, the land to three- and-a- half fathoms, black nnid.

August 11.—In the morning the weather cleared a little, and dis-

covered to us Jones's Island. An erect piece of wood on the shore

attracted the attention of the officer of the watch ; a boat was sent to

examine it, when it appeared to be a piece of drift wood, whieh had

been squeezed up by the ice. The sliore was strewed with it, and

one spar was as large as our mainmast, and 4;") feet in length. We
erected a cairn and left a notice. In the forenoon about thirty natives

came ofl^ in two baidars ; from whom we obtained some fish and ducks,

in exchantre for a little tobacco. Thev had been about two months
on the coast, and trade with the Russian Fur Company. Tlnir sur-

prise, of course, was very great, particidarly nt the size of our hand-
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kcrcliit'fs (tlif sails) ; tlio whalchonts ntlrnctod tli»*ir attention, and

tlicv nHkcd if trcos prew in om* country sufficiently lar^e to make

thcin. The head man possessed a gun, with •' Bnrnett, 1810," upon

the lock; this he ohtaincd from the Unssinns. As a fair specimen of

the oliservation of these people and their aptitude for trade, the fol-

lowinj; may he taken :—Seeinj; that we cut the tol)acco into pieces to

give in exchanpe /'or their fisli (salmon trout), they hegan to do the

same with the fish. Tiiis, however, we would not admit, so they were

ohliged to come to our terms. During tiie afternoon, while standing

along a low Hat island, we ohscrved a flag (a pair of sealskin inexpress-

ihles) upon a lofty jjole, and a uund)er of natives around it ; we stood

for them, hut when the hoats were pidling in they appeared to regret

their temerity, for down came tlie sealskin, and away they ran. Shortly

gaining courage, they returned, and, as we approached, arranged

themselves in line upon the hcach, and commenced extending their

arms ahove their heads (typical of friendship), which heing answered

from the hoats, perfectly assured them of our amicahle intentions.

Upon landing they evinced a most manly confidence, rul)l)ing noses,

and endjracing most vigorously ; these were very cleaidy, so that the

operation was not so unpleasant as it otherwise miglit have heen.

Through the interpreter, Mr. Miertsching, we learnt that these peo|)le

had never hefore seen a European, nor had they the smallest article »)f

European manufacture about them (Lieutenant ruUen's boats they

observed last year, but they were some distance off, and consequently

had no commimication). They live during the summer months upon
these desolate islands, and in tiie winter retire a short distance on the

mainland to their warmer residences. Their women and tents were

upon another island. They were a fine active set of young men,
average height about five feet six inches. These barter their skins,

&c., with a tribe further west, who, in their turn, do the same with

others, until they reach the Russian post upon the Colville. To
them I intrusted a despatch for their Lordships, which they pro-

mised most faithfully should be forwarded to the Colville. I made
them a few presents, also a boat's ensign, in commemoration of the

first man-of-war whose Hag has ever floated in these sterile regions.

The magnificence of the gift they could not for some time comprehend,
and were loth to touch it ; but at length the interpreter made them
understand it was sent them by a great chief, and in return they were
to be very kind to all white men they met, and show it to them ; all

this they promised. The chief then seized it in his arms and ran across
the island to his canoe, followed by the remainder of his tribe, and
no doubt hurried with the joyful tidings to the women. We find a

westerly set which prevents our making but slight progress, the wind
hanging so much to the eastward.

On the morning of the 12th foiu- baidars came alongside, containing
the whole encampment of the tribe we met last night, and also some
that we had seen two days previously, from which it appeared they are
migratory; they brought off a supply of fish and a quantity of veni-
son,—but the latter was in such a state of high putrefaction we could
not touch it. We allowed most of the men to come on board, and,
although well aware of their knavish propensities, and, consequently,
a sharp look-out was kept upon them, they most adroitly managed to
slip both handles of our winch and a small ice anchor into their baidar,

1
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when the fair sex became the re ipients. It was by the greatest acci-

dent that the theft was discovered l)y the end of one iiandlc protruding

from l)eneath the ample pro|)ortion9 of the lady, who, when taxed,

immediately returned the articles, and informed upon her husband.

For this iintnorality the whole boat was exempted from receiving any
present. Working to the eastward observed a few deer upon one of

the low islands, but was prevented sending any boat, as n south-east cur-

rent was setting us into shoal water very fast, so that all the boats were

recpiired to tow until H p.m., when a light air ran us to the westward

into six fathoms ; the loose ice was in rapid motion, and the larger tloe

pieces, as they passed, appeared to create a current which frequently

turned the vessel completely round against helm and sails, the power of

u two-knot breeze being insufHcient to counteract it. On the morning
of the 1,'kli we were enveloped in a dense fog, among exceedingly lieavy

ajid close-sailing ice, through which we attempted to work, but found

that endeavouring to avoid one piece we ran upon another, striking

occasionally with great force, which determined me to secure to a floe

until it cleared. In this wc fortunately succeeded, getting one that was
grounded in seven fathoms. It was a heavy piece, but not so much so

as many that were about us. I took its height above the water in seven

places, which gave an average of 1 1 feet 1 1 inches ; a pack chiefly

composed of such would be too powerful a foe for any ship long to con-

tend against. At 8 a.m. of the 14th, it having cleared a little, slipped

from the floe, and commenced working to the eastward among masses

of ice. At 1 0*30 a.m. observed a shoal just in time to avoid it ; it

was completely hidden from view ofl^ deck, not being as high as the

ice, having a quantity of driftwood upon it, which is in great abundance
along the coast. At .'V30 p.m. our course was impeded by another of

these low islands, which had the ice resting upon its northern extreme,

while the southern point was flanked by a shoal, which connected it

with the island seen in the morning, ^\'e were thus perfectly hemmed
in. The boats were sent to sound, when Mr. Court repiesented a pas-

sage practicable in 3 fathoms. In running through we unfortunately

hit upon a sj)ot with only 2^ fathoms, which had escaped observation

;

we had consequently to lighten the vessel considerably before she got

off, which, however, was accomplished without any damage (the bottom
being sand) by 11 p.m., having been on shore five hours. I regret to

add, that eleven casks of salt meat, which were placed in the first

whale-boat, were lost by her upsetting, being compelled to place the

provisions in the whalers, the cutters having the bower anchors in

them. This was a serious loss ; indeed, an irreparable calamity. As
soon as we were off, it was my wish to return by the way we came in,

but we found that the ice had set upon the shoal we had first observed,

and cut off our retreat, under which circumstances I was obliged to

anchor and wait change of wind. Upon the 16th the wind came
slightly from the westward, which set the ice in motion off the north

point of the island. At 9 a.m. weighed and towed to the edge of the

ice, which presented a barrier of about 500 yards in width between us

and the open water we wished to get into. We commenced warping at

2 p.m., and so heavy was the ice that it was not until 8 p.m. that we
could get through ; it fell calm, so made fast to the ice for the night.

Next morning, the l/th, a very thick fog, with light north oast wind,

and at 4 a.m. commenced kedging to the eastward, but at ; i.m. gave
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it up; the wind frcsliciied, niid uimlilc to hvc for fog. At 'i p.tn. it

cleared; we Hiipped (nun the iee and phed to ihe iiorth-rtist amid

heavy steams and lar^e tioe pieces, ve.ssel striking violently, hut uu-

nvoidahly a<!;ainHr. tliein.

Atignst IH.—To day, from the mast-head, ohscrved the first lane of

open water in the paek, extending east and west several miles, hnt very

narrow. In the evening a fresh hreeze from the south-west, and almriat

sinudtaneoiisly n slinht pilihing motion was ohserved, whieh is eon-

sidered an infallihic symptom of open water heing near. It was so

foggy that nothing conld he seen; hnt, notwithstanding, I shaped n

eonrse north-northwest for Banks's Land, thinking that we had

ronnded the paek. having coasted it Ixtween lOO and jl)() miles ; wc
euntinned the greatest |mrt of the night to rnn without much obstru(;-

tion, hut upon the following morning, the l!)th, our progress was

ch:eked hy finding that we had rnn into a deep bight, whieh compelled

us to work hack again to the south east.

August 20.~liefore getting clear of this pack, into whieh we had
penetrated a eonsiderahle distance, being decoyed hy a few lanes of

open water, we were compelled to run /(> miles south, which placed us

in lat. (J!r .')() N. hmg. I .'Wi" ;')(>' W. It is seldom that observations

can be obtained, this being otdy the sixth set since the r>th of the

month, the fog and mist being more continuous than I ever remember
to have met elsewhere.

Angnst^l.—We have succeeded in getting again into clear water.

At 1 p.m. made the Pelly Islands, off the moutli of the Mackenzie;
the coast is, however, so excessively shoal, that I find it impossible to

reach the main land, which I was very anxious to accomplish, but, at

the distance of forty miles from it, was obliged to tack in 3 fathoms
;

we passed the line of its tide most distinctly marked about ten nnles

further north, the water being the colour of the Thames at Woolwich,
slightly brackish, and its temperature 'M) degrees, the sea, four hours
previously, being 28 degrees. From what I have observed of the pack,

1 feel convinced that any attempt to reach Banks's Land through it

would only terminate in failnre, and the consequent loss of valuable

time, but by working between its edge and the shore, have confidence

in making a good advance this season ; it is, therefore, my intention to

pursue the latter method, and, in so doing, deviate from my original

purpose of pushing into the ice, as mentioned in my letter to their

Lordships, dated the 19th of July.

August 22.—Fog during the whole of the night very dense, bnt,

having much open water upon the eastern shore from the Mackenzie
towards Cape Bathiirst, had no difiiculty in working along it ; in

soundings from four to eight fathoms,—which latter was the extent that

the ice permitted us off shore. At noon a slight clear discovered to us
a cluster of islands, which a very indifferent observation (lat, 69" 34'

N., long. 135" 9' W.) points out as those of Pelly.

August 23.—A fine clear day, the temperature rising to 40 degrees
at noon. Made the northern extreme of Richard Island from the mast-
head, and by a good observation established our position lat. 69° 54'N.,
long. 133° 48' W., the water towards the shore being perfectly clear of
ice, which agrees with the account given by Sir John Richardson that

the natives observe no ice for two moons ; but these never quit the land
any distance, for were they to extend their excursions 10 miles further

f

1

<i

i ^
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north than our position, they would sec the pack solid and imponetrablo.

This, however, gives ample space for navigation, the flonndings being so

exceedingly regular that, <lnruig the most foggy weather, we can stand

in Hhorc with the most perfect confidetice to .'{,^ fathoms. A whale was

Hccn to day, being only the third since roiniding I'oint Harrow ; although

upon the day we were off that point seven were connted.

August 21.—Observed huts and natives off Point Warren. I

hastily close this comnuinication in the hope of its reaching their Lord-

ships this year through Fort (lood Hope, as 1 imagine these people

conunnnicate with the Mackenzie. 1 have written to the ('ompany's

officer at the above-mentioned post, to recpiest liis exertions in sending

it forward.

In conclusion, it gives me much plensnrc to state that the wliole of the

crew arc in excellent health and spirits. The season appears exceedingly

favotirable, the temperature being mild and the water perfectly free

fnnn ice along the shore as far as we can see. It was my intention to

touch at ('ape Ilathurst, with the chiuicc of being able to forward this

despatch, wliich will now not l)c necessary, l)Ut I shall Tuake the most of

the remainder of the season by getting to tiie northward in pursuance

of their Lordships' directions.

1 have the honour to be. Sir,

Your most obedient, humble Servant,

ROUERT M'CLUllE, Commander.

J/er M(ijesfi/'s Dhcovenf Ship fnirsflgafor, off Cape liathnrsf, Polar Sea:
iat. 70° 23' N., long 127° TjV' W. ytiiijust .'JO, 1850.

Sir,—Having closed my despatch of the 2Jth, with an intimation

that it would be left near Point Warren with the natives observed from

the ship, in accordaice with that intention 1 proceede<l to the shore.

Why it was not so left I shall, in continuation of my narrative, relate.

From the contiguity of this tribe to the Mackenzie, I was naturally led

to imagine that their trade was with the Hudson's Bay Company.
Great, therefore, was my surprise U[»on approaching the beach to find,

instead of being greeted with the usual friendly signs, that two savages,

with gesticulations the most menacing, having bended hows with

arrows on their strings, and one with a large knife, which he brandished

most significantly, waved us off. Taking no heed of these hostile

demonstrations, we pulled in ; they retreated, yelling furiously ; upon
our reaching the full of the beach we made the same signs of friend-

ship which we had made with the Esquimaux further west, but without

any effect until joined by the interpreter, who was in full native cos-

tume. This gave them confidence, and, upon his explaining our friendly

intentions, they approached ; but when within about thirty yards,

remarking some muskets which the boat's crew had, their fury revived ;

to pacify them they were laid upon the ground, where they became the

object of cautious examination ; still unsatisfied, they beckoned to take

them to the boat ; seeing that nothing short of this would allow of any

communication, I sent them away, when they approached, and per-

mitted us to examine their bows and arrows.

Mr. Miertsching informed me that we had been observed at five
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o'clock in the morning ; the whole tribe had immediately taken to

their baidars, with their most valuable skins, and left the settlement,

with the exception of the chief and his son, who remained to defend

their property, as it would have been undignified to retire when danger

was apprehended. A sick son and his mother, seeing our friendly dis-

position, soon joined us. Dr. Armstrong examined the poor lad's foot

;

it was in a frightful state of mortification. The chief stated that they

were at war with the neighbouring tribes, and had occasional skirmishes

with the Indians ; that they had no communication with any person

belonging to the Great River (Mackenzie), nor had they seen any white

people before ; but, when the sea freezes (the latter end of next month),

the whole tribe proceed west and trade with the Esquimaux whom we had

met near Jones's Island. The interpreter told him that he had found

a brother in the c\\u f of one of those tribes, whose name was Attau-

was ; the old chief clapped his hands and said he knew hira well ; that

he was the great chief he traded with, and their reason for going such

a distance, in preference to the Mackenzie, was that the white man had
given the Indians very bad water, which killed many, and made others

foolish (drunk), and that they would not have any such water ; from

this it evidently appears that the Company lose annually many valuable

skins, which find their way to the Colville, instead of the Mackenzie.

\ Observing an old flat brass button suspended from the ear of the chief,

' he said it was taken from a white man who had been killed by one of his

I
tribe,who went away in his kyack when the vessel was seen. The white man
belonged to a party which had landed at Point Warren, and there built

i a house ; nobody knew how they came, as they had no boat, but that

I

they went inland ; the man killed had strayed from the party, and that

he and his son buried him upon a hill at a little distance. The only

I

answer we could obtain as to the probable time when this transaction

took place was, " that it might be last year, or when I was a child."

To examine the grave I was very anxious, but was prevented by the

state of the weather, becoming foggy with fresh breeze, which compelled
our immediate return to the ship ; so, making them a few presents, we
parted on very amicable terms. This intelligence appeared of so

important a nature, with respect to the white men on the point, that I

determined to remain until it became sufficiently clear to land and
examine the house, which might possibly contain some indication of
the missing expedition—this detained me 18 hours, but to have left

with a doubt would have been a subject of perpetual regret.

At 2 a.m., on the following morning, the 25th, we reached the Point,
the weather being tolerably clear. The interpreter. Dr. Armstrong,
and myself, went on shore in eager expectation of discovering some clue
that would lead to a knowledge of tiie parties ; but in this we were
miserably disappointed ; two huts, indeed, were there, to excite hopes,
but upon approaching them we found the woodwork to be perfectly
rotten, and of a very old date, without any description of mark to yield
the slightest information. The general appearance of the country
about the Point was low and marshy, covered with ^rass, moss, and
flowers, the breeding-place of the eider-duck, and every species of wild
fowl ; we also remarked the footmarks of the fox and reindeer ; so
fertile a landscape I could not anticipate upon the shores of the Polar
Sea. The interpreter, from his knowledge of the customs of the
Esquimaux, is of opinion that the story of the white man is traditionary,

>
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— probably some of the early discoverers liad been engaged in some
affray with the ancestors of the present chief, and one of them had
been killed. The present generation inherit the honour, and so identify

themselves with their forefathers, speaking of the transaction in the

first person, as if they themselves were the actors ; which is very likely

from the vaijue definition of the time—" it might be last year, or when
I was a child ; " so the historv of the white man will still continue a

mystery. We also heard that last year two boats came from the west-

ward, and landed at Point Warren, and then returned. I cannot

imagine what boats these could be, unless they were those of Lieu-

tenant Pullen, who, in thick weather, might have missed the Mackenzie,

and, by sights obtained at the Point, discovered his error. They had
not seen any this year.

Aug 2<').—N.E. winds and snow, occasionally clearing, so that the

land could be discerned, which presented the same low line, with a few

conical hills a short distance inland. We saw a few old tents, but not

a native. Two whales passed us close to the vessel, one very large,

althou'jh onlv in six fathoms of water.

Aug. 27.— Light northerly winds and thick fog. It was my
intention to send a boat alongshore, that she might examine it thoroughly,

as the water to the eastward of Cape Brown permits us standing within

two miles of the coast, and take her on board in the evening ; but,

under the circumstance of thick weather, I could not venture to do so,

fearful of being detained by missing her.

Aug. 28.— Light winds from N.E., with a mild, cloudy day. At
noon, Cape Dalhousie S.W. J 2 miles, several masses of drift ice, some
of the pieces very heavy, which, however, is not any obstruction to our

progress, as the space of open water is ample for sailing. We have
found, during the last four days, a current varying from 11 to 16 miles

daily, setting to the southward. We have had no opportunity of

shootirjg ; the greatest part of the birds had taken their southern flight

before our arrival ; the few flocks that we have seen were very shy, and
unapproachable.

Aug. 29.—Very dense fog, with light wind from N.E., which cleared

at noon sufliciently to obtain a meridian altitude, and found that we
had been set since yesterday south 12 miles, Cape Dalhousie distant

S.W. (true) 3 miles ; the fog enveloped us again while standing off

shore, when we ran into a narrow channel, having but three and a half

fathoms on either side, which compelled us to bear up west. This
carried us into deep water in about 15 minutes. In the course of the

afternoon we fell in with very heavy drift ice, composed of large floe

pieces, occasionally becoming entangled in consequence of the thick fog,

although there was much open water among it.

Ang. 30.—Wind from the northward, with clear weather. Observ-

ing a mark on the beach upon the island off Maitland Point, in

Liverpool-bay, sent Mr. Sainsbury (mate) to examine it, and to leave a

notice of our passing. LTpon his return he reported that an Esquimaux
encampment had recently broken up, the traces of their tents and
footmarks being (piite distinct. We observed from the ship several

reindeer, which were not seen by the party on shore. In standing

along the coast, observing natives, I ran in to forward this despatch,

trusting it might reach the Hudson's Bay Company this year, which is

})robable, if they are not as great a set of savages as we met near Point
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Warren. I hope to round Cape Bathurst to-morrow. This will

therefore, be the last comraunftation which it will, in all probability, be

in my power to make to their Lordships. The temperature has

hitherto been exceedingly mild, thermometer being very seldom below

32", and, from the present favourable appearance, both of the weather,

and state of the ice, I have very strong hopes of getting well to the

northward ere the navigation ceases, which will be about the latter end

of next month, according to Esquimaux report.

I have the honour to be. Sir,

Your most obedient humble Servant,

ROBERT M'CLURE, Commander.
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Her Majestys Dhcovprii Ship Investiq tor, off Cape Bathurst, Polar S\a,

August .'JO, 1850, in Int. 70° 2H' N., long. 128° 33' fV.

Sir,—In accordance with the intention expressed at the coiichision

of my last letter, I proceeded in the first whale-boat, accompanied by

Dr. Armstrong and Mr. Miertsching, followed by Lieutenant Cresswell

and a party of officers in a cutter, bringing a variety of presents. \Ve

were met upon landing by two women, who greeted us very cordially,

and, through the medium of the interpreter, acquainted me that tbe

remainder of the tribe were at Cape Bathurst, catching whales, which

was at no great distance, and they would be our guides. Gladly availing

ourselves of this apparently fortunate incident, the boats were directed

to pull along shore, while we, ascending the cliff, reached a fine level

plain, extending several miles north and south, rich with verdure, and
abounding in moss. We preferred walking, hoping to meet some rein-

deer, for which the pasture was excellent ; but mile after mile was walked
without any appearance of the fishing party. Arriving, after the expi-

ration of three hours, in a small bay, we were, however, gratified at being

told this was the spot where two boats, the year before last, had pitched

their tents for the night (Sir J. Richardson), and we had to go a very

little further. On reaching the next bay, we found there two tents,

which our guides said belonged to them ; but the Cape, or any appear-

ance of the tribe, could not be seen. We declined going any further, as,

in consequence of the wind falling light, the vessel was by this time hull

down. We were then kindly invited to become partakers of their tents,

and to go on the next morning, which hospitable offer was not accepted ;

but, bartering several articles in exchange for salmon, and making them
a few presents, we returned on board, when, at 10.30 p.m., it becoming
dark and foggy, and getting into 3| fathoms, we anchored for the night.

August 31st, at daylight, found that we were between the mainland
and Bailley's Islands, about a mile from the latter, the weather still

foggy, with a moderate N.W. breeze; but determined, if possible, to

discover the fishing party, at 7.30 a m. I left the ship, with Mr. Mierts-

ching and Dr. Armstrong in the cutter, and, after coasting about ten
miles, discovered, upon the extremity of Cape Bathurst, a large encamp-
ment, consisting of 30 tents and nine winter houses, numbering a little

oyer 300 people. Upon landing upon a very low isthmus, which connects
within a few yards the islands and mainland, we remarked a commotion
at the village, and a number of men rushed down the cliffs, launched
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their kyacks, and crossed to meet us. Hauling these light and elegant

skiffs on the heach, thev advanced with knives drawn and bows bent,

evidently prej)ared for hostilities. Finding by our gestures that our
intentions were amicable, their bows were returned to their sealskin cases,

but the knives they still retained. The interpreter told them that our

visit was friendly, and that they should put away their knives. ** Yes,"
said they, " when you do your guns." To be allowed to carry the

musket appeared a great favour, for which they presented you with their

knife, as a token of friendship. We remained upwards of an hour

;

during the greater part of the time, Mr. Miertsching was in earnest con-

versation with the chief—a fine, intelligent, middle-aged man—upon the

necessity of his forwarding our despatches to the Mackenzie, which he
promised most faithfully to perform, for which he was to receive a musket
and ammunition, and, upon his delivering the packet, a further reward

equal in value to a silver fox-skin. He, however, said that their tribe do
not trade with the Mackenzie, but with another further south, who in

their turn traffic with the Indians who are in the service of the Hudson's
iJay Company ; so, as they have to pass througli three tribes of the

heathen before they come into the hands of civilized man, I think it

extremely probable that they may never reach their destination. Mr.
Miertsching, from his knowledge of the Esquimaux character, thinks

otherwise, and imagines that the chief will himself carry them. The
perfect ease with which this gentleman understands and converses with

these interesting people surprises them very much ; they were most
anxious for him to remain, promising to be very kind. The chief pre-

sented his daughter, a very pretty girl of about 15, who should be his

wife ; tents and all appurtenances were to be added. While these nego-

tiations were going forward, upwards of 100 persons had descended from
the village ; with such a concourse I did not think it prudent to open
the bag containing the presents, well knowing their cupidity is easily

excited by the display of such valuables, when they are not to be relied

on. We consequently returned to the boat. When the chief was
instructed in the use of his gun, he showed himself an apt pupil, and
when the ammunition was given into his hands, expressed himself very

much gratified at the gift, and walked towards the village with his chief

men. A line was then made on the beach, which the recipients of gifts

were not to pass (and this they perfectly understood), and the inter-

preter then commenced the distribution. For a little time order was
maintained ; but the fair sex becoming clamorous and closing round, the

line was broken, and, to prevent being driven into the water, we were
compelled to retreat to the boat, which was lying aground about 20 yards

from the beach. By this manoeuvre, we escaped from all that had not

on water-tight boots, but still about 40 surrounded the cutter; and,

although all the crew were stationed round her to prevent their getting

on board, so eager and persevering were the women that several were

lifted in, endeavouring to seize everything within their reach ; one of

them, in the most dexterous manner, slipped the compass out of its box

into the breast of her jacket, and with difficulty it was recovered. It

was only by great firmness and stoppage of the supplies that we reduced

them to order, or to quit the boat. The presents being at length dis-

tributed, and every one in good humour, we wished them farewell, and
commenced launching the boat, in which operation they most vigorously

assisted, and 17, in their fairy kyacks, escorted us to the ship, arriving
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about a quarter of an hour before we did—except oue, who having got

some little distance off the shore, encountered a fresh breeze and rough

sea. We shortened sail, and took boat and all in. Tlie poor fellow

being drenched, we offered him a little brandy, which he drank at a

mouthful, not being aware of its strength. He suffered the sensation to

subside without evincing (except by his eyes watering) any symptom of

vexation, and then asked for water. Many came on board the ship, but

one only ventured below, who was exceedingly snri)rised to find that we
had not tents, but houses (cabins), and said he should have many
wonderful things to relate when he went home. This tribe is a fine

intelligent race— cleanly, handsome, and well grown ; and I deeply regret

that so little has been hitherto attempted in civilizing them. I sin-

cerely hope that the day is not far distant when this interesting people

may be redeemed from their deplorable state of heathen darkness.

At 5.40 p.m. we weighed, with a moderate breeze from the S.W., and

reached to the S.E. for the purpose of clearing Bailley's Islands. At 9

tacked and stood to the N.W., the wind becoming light and variable.

During the night we made but little progress ; and at 8 a.m. on the

morning of September 1, observed Cape Bathurst, N.E. by E. C miles.

In the course of the forenoon many kyacks came off. The natives, now
assured of our friendly intentions, came on board without the slightest

reluctance, and, through the medium of the interpreter, acquainted us

that during the night they had been preparing a feast, roasting whale

and venison, and had salmon, blubber, and other delicacies, besides plenty

of skins, ready at the tents, and hoped we would come on shore, which,

indeed, I should have very much enjoyed had the vessel been in a less

precarious position ; but under the present circumstances it was impos-

sible, which it appeared that those on shore understood, for in the

afternoon a great many of both sexes joined us ; and, all being clamorous

to get on board, we were obliged to take their kyacks on deck. Seeing

their boats were in safety, they made themselves perfectly at home,
examining every article of furniture most minutely. The pictures and
looking-glasses in the officers' cabins were objects of much admiration.

Many were dancing with our men, and so mutually happy were all

parties, that it was near 6 o'clock before I could get them to leave the

ship ; indeed, had not the interpreter told them that we were going
towards the pack, and would not again come near their tents, I very

much question if we should have got them away without compulsion.
"We understood from them that the main pack is permanent, never leaving

the shore above 12 or 14 miles. They designate it as the " land of the

white hear," as it abounds with those animals, which they appeared
Tather to dread, as, when we stood towards the pack in the forenoon,
they entreated not to be left there, as they were fearful of the bear now
that so many of their women were with them. One mother mentioned
that she had her little child carried away by one of them a short time
previous, while playing on the shore a little distance from lier. The poor
creature shed tears in relating the catastrophe. At parting several

presents were bestowed upon them, which had the effect of eliciting

promises of friendship for us or any of our white brethren who might
come on their coast. These people had no article of European manu-
facture, except a few iron pots, which certainly they gave a very
formidable price for—no less than five of the best silver fox-skins for
each. The tribe leave the Cape about the 20th of September, when the

nigi
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ice is sufficiently strong to benr their sledges, for the purpose of bartering

with tlie bordering tribe ; they then go to their winter houses some
distance inland, with the exception of a few families, who live the entire

year upon this bleak and inhospitable shore.

September 2nd.—Bine day, with light northerly wind, ran along the

pack edge, the ice being heavy and impenetrable, not a drop of water to

be seen from the mast-head among it ; the water between it and the

shore is practicable, although encumbered with much loose ice. Expe-
rienced a strong current from the south-east, which set us to the westward
of Bailley's Islands. Upon the morning of the 3rd the wind gradually

veered to the southward, bringing with it a very dense fog, and, being

at the time surrounded with heavy floe-pieces and close sailing ice,

through which it was necessary to pursue our course, so that every

advantage might be taken of the favourable breeze, the vessel occasionally

came into violent collision. At noon it cleared a little, when Trail Point

bore S.S.W. about seven miles ; sounded in G.5 fathoms (mud). The
nights having a few hours' darkness, blue lights and rockets are fired

for the purpose of attracting the attention of any parties that might be

returning from Wollaston or Victoria Lands bound to the Mackenzie.

September 4th.—Light variable winds, with warm weather, the tem-
perature rising to 41°; the water along shore free from ice ; about four

miles to the westward of the Horton, sounded in 83 fathoms, and shortly

after passed over a narrow shoal having but 13 fathoms ; a few pieces of

heavy ice were grounded upon it ; the land appears to average from 80
to 100 feet in height, composed of blue clay, intermingled with sand.

Many whales have been about the ship— at one time eight, and from
one to four the greater part of the day. A bear, the first that has been

seen, was likewise remarked upon some loose ice in-shore, but time

would not allow of its being pursued.

September o.—The weather, which had been squally, accompanied
by a thick fog, during the early part of the day, cleared towards noon,

when a large volume of smoke was observed about 12 miles S.W., and
five to the eastward of the Horton, in the same spot that it had at-

tracted our attention yesterday. As divers opinions were in circulation

respecting its probable cause, and the ice-mate having positively

reported that from the Crow's-nest he could distinguish several persons

moving about, dressed in white shirts, and observed some white tents

in a hollow of the cliff, I certainly had every reason to imagine they

were a party of Europeans in distress, convinced that no traveller

would remain for so long a period as we had remarked the smoke in

one spot for their pleasure ; therefore, to satisfy myself, equally as

others, I determined to send a boat on shore, as it was now calm. The
first whaleboat, under Lieutenant Cresswell, with Dr. Armstrong, and
Mr. Miertsching, was despatched to examine into the cause, who on
their return reported the smoke to emanate from 15 small mounds, of
volcanic appearance, occupying a space of about 50 yards, the place

strongly impregnated with sulphur, the lower mounds being about 30
feet above the sea level, the highest about 50 feet. The land in its

vicinity was blue clay, much intersected with ravines and deep water-

courses, varying in elevation from 300 to 500 feet ; the mark of a rein-

deer was traced to a small pond of water immediately above the

mounds ; a notice of our having landed was left, which would not long

remain, as the cliff is evidently rapidly crumbling away. Thus the
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mystery of the white shirts and tents was most satisfactorily explained

.

A breeze shortly springing up from the westward, we made sail to the

N.E. ; during the nipcht it freshened considerably, with rain and thick

weather. This, combined with four hours' darkness, compelled me
to shorten sail, although loath to lose the full benefit of the fair wind ;

but we struck so heavily against large blue floe-pieces that were barely

above the water, that the greatest vigilance and attention were insuf-

ficient to avoid them, so no alternative remained to prevent disaster.

A great many seals and whales were seen in Franklin-bay ; no less

than 15 of the latter were playing around us at one time, but very

small, or, according to Greenland fishing phraseology, "having only

three-foot bone," so Mr. Newton, the ice mate, informs me. At
4 a.m., upon the morning of the 6th, we were off the small islands

near Cape Parry, bearing N.E. by N. ten miles, with a fine westerly

breeze, and loose sailing ice, interspersed with many heavy floe-pieces
;

the main pack was about three miles to the N.W., apparently one

solid mass. At 11.30 a.m. high land was observed on the port bow,

bearing N.E. by N., distant about .50 miles. On approaching it, the

main pack appeared to be resting upon the western shore, which side

it was my intention to have coasted had it been possible ; the eastern

one being, however, comparatively clear, as far as could be ascertained

from the mast-head, decided me to follow the water, supposing it

an island round which a passage would be found into the ]?olar Sea.

We continued working to windward the whole of the night, and by
9.30 a.m. of the 7th were off the South Cape,—a fine bold headland,

the cliffs rising perpendicularly upwards of a thousand feet, which was
named "Lord Nelson's Head," in memory of the hero, whose early

career was connected with Arctic adventure. We shortly afterwards

hove to, and, with the first whaleboat and cutter, landed and took pos-

session, in the name of Her Most Gracious Majesty, calling it,

** Baring's Island," in honour of the First Lord of the Admiralty.

A pole was erected, with a large painted ball upon it, near a cask
which was left, containing a notification and other particulars of our
having been there. The sight obtained by artificial horizon place the
signal-staff in latitude 71° 6' N., longitude 123° 0' W. ; and the fall of
tide was ascertained to be six inches during one hour and a half. We
observed numerous recent traces of reindeer, hare, and wild fowl ; moss
and divers species of wild flowers were also in great abundance ; many
specimens of them equally, as of other subjects of interest to the natu-
ralist, were selected with much care by Dr. Armstrong. From an
elevation obtained of about 500 feet we had a fine view towards the
interior, which was well clothed with moss, giving a verdant appear-
ance to the ranges of hills that rose gradually to between 2,000 and
3,000 feet, intersected with ravines, which must convey a copious
supply of water to a large lake situated in the centre of a wide plain,

about 15 miles distant. The sight to seaward was favourable in the
extreme ; open water, with a small quantity of ice, for the distance of
full 40 miles towards the east, insured good progress in that direction.
Returning on board at 1 p.m., we made sail to the eastward, having a
beating wind. Continued working along shore, in soundings varying
from 9 to 76 fathoms ; dark mud mixed with yellow clay, until
close to the land, when it changed to fine white sand. The weather
becoming foggy, our lead was the only guide until 10 a.m. of the 9th ;

M
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insuf-

it then cleared for a short time, when land was observed to the east-

ward, about 15 miles distant, extenditig to the northward as far as the

eye could reach. Tlie mountains in the interior are lofty and snow-

covered, while the low ground is quite free. Several very remarkable

peaks were discernible, apparently of volcanic origin. This discovery

was named Prince Albert's Land, in honour of Her Majesty's Consort,

in Int. 72° 1' N., long. 119° 25' W. Contiiming our course slowly to

the N.E., in consequence of thick fog, snow, and baffling winds, at

8 a.m. of the 10th we were near two rockv islets, named after her

Royal Highness the Princess Royal, the largest being about GOO feet

in height, and a mile and a half in length, the soutiiern and eastern

sides being precipitous ; the other was about a quarter of a mile long

and a hundred feet high, gradually sloping to the water's edge, repre-

senting very much the a))pearance of an inverted whale-boat. The
wind becoming fair, and weather clearing, all the studding sads were

set witli the hope of reaching Barrow's Strait, from which we were
now distant about 70 miles. The water was tolerably clear in that

direction, although much ice wns lying against the western land, and
from a shoal extending towards it from the larg -st of the Princess

Royal Islands, upon which we obtained 13 fathoms water ; much loose

ice was also in motion, and wbile endeavouring to run between two
floes, at the rate of four knots, they closed so rapidly, one upon either

beam, that our way was instantly stopped, and the vessel lifted consi-

derably ; in this position we were retained a quarter of an hour, when
the pressure eased, and we proceeded. Our advance was of short

duration, as at 2 p.m. the wind suddenly shifted to the north east and
began to freshen ; the water, which a few hours previous had excited

sanguine hopes of a good run, became soon so thickly studded with

floes, that by 4 p.m. there was scarcely sufficient to keep the ship free
;

this by much exertion was, however, effected, until 2 a.m. of the 11th,

when we were beset; at 5 a.m. the ice again opened, which admitted of our

getting a few miles to the north-east, until 11.30 a.m., when our course

was impeded by a very dense pack. At 7 p.m. the wind shifting to

the north-west, set the whole body of the ice upon the eastern shore,

which shoaled our water from 80 to 50 fathoms in one hour. A clear

space of two miles was, however, the result of this movement, in which
w€ continued working the whole night, and upon the morning of the

12th we perceived we had lost some miles, as the pack was in motion to

the sotUhward ; also the further mortification of seeing the whole of

the western shore perfectly exempt from ice. while the space of water

we occnj)ied was becoming rapidly more limited by very large aud

heavy floes, through which we were unable to force, and at 1 1 a.m.

were again beset. A fresh gale, with snow, which continued until the

morning of the 13th, pressed the ice so heavily upon the vessel that

the rudder was mdmng to prevent its being damaged ; during the night

the temperature fell to 10°, and the land became completely snow-covered.

On the 15th, however, it rose to 30°, with the wind from the S.W.,

which set the ice in motion, compelling us to shift our berth, to avoid

collision with an immense floe. At 2.30 a.m. commenced warping,

which tedious and laborious duty continued with but slight intermission

until half-past 12, when we passed into clear water. A run of five

miles to the N.E. brought us to another icy field too dense to penetrate,

extending from shore to shore, which here arc about twelve miles asunder.

B
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The wcnthcr towards sunset bocoming thick witli snow, wc rnn into six

fathoms, and secured to n piece of grounded ice under the western

land, with the intention of remaining during the night, as they were

then long and dark ; therefore, navigating among close ice is quite

impracticable. The wind, which had been fresh from the S.W. during

the day, about 7 p.m. fell light, when the ice in the N.E., no longer

restrained, spread itself abroad with such rapidity that at a little after

eight it was observed approaching, its white line, clearly defined, run-

ning like an unl)r()ken wave along the dark smooth water. To turn

the hands up, make sail, and cast off the warps, was but the work of

a few minutes ;
yet, with such violence was it impelled, that we had

scarcely 'me to tow clear of the piece we had been fast to l)efore it

encir' I the vessel, sweeping her away to the S.W. into five fathoms.

I expvi,ied to have been driven on the beach : fortunately, from some
un.scen cause, its course was changed to the S.E., which took us into

20 fathoms, thus fluctuating between hopes and fears until 11.4;") p.m.,

when its progress was mysteriously arrested, and, gradually opening

out, allowed of our running into clear water. As the navigable season

was now drawing to a close, which the fail in the temperature, as well

as the formation of pancake ice upon the surface of the water whenever
the wind became hght, unmistakeably pointed out, it became a sub-

ject of anxious consideration what course to adopt in regard to the

safety of the vessel ; whether, by running to the southward, in which
direction the water was still open, to endeavour to obtain a harbour in one

of the bays indenting the south-eastern side of Baring's Laud, the

nearest, probably, being GO miles distant, and then only the chance of

finding a safe anchorage, which, if our search proved a failure, would
place the vessel in a worse situation than at present, exposing her to a

wide sea range, subject to heavy pressure from the enormous massive

floes with which the Polar Sea is encumbered, but from which we are

here protected by the Princess Royal Islands ; or to continue our advance
to the north-east as long as the season permitted, and then submit
to the only alternative, that of hazarding a winter in the pack. I

decided upon the latter, for these reasons, — that to relincpiish the

ground obtained through so much difficulty, labour, and anxiety, for

only the remote chance of finding safe winter quarters, would be inju-

dicious, thoroughly impressed as I am with the absolute importance
of retaining every mile to insure any favourable results while navigat-
ing these seas, tbe loss of which might frustrate the operations of a
whole season. Above all, being in the vicinity of Banks's Land, and
in the direction in which Sir J. Franklin woukl, in all probability, have
endeavoured to penetrate, could he have reached Cape Walker, I there-
fore considered that our position was most eligible for carrying into
full eff'ect the instructions of my Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty, when the season becomes favourable for dispatchhig parties
upon this important and interesting search. These, Sir, were the
considerations which influenced me in this " choice of difficulties,"
and they will, I trust, ai)pear of sufficient validity to meet with the
concurrence of their Lordships, hazardous as was the experiment.
At 6 a.m. of the l/th, the wind, which had been light from the
N.W., gradually died away, when we were almost immediately beset.
Ihere were several heavy floes in the vicinity ; one, full six miles in length,
passed at the rate of two knots, crushing everything impeding its pro-

mg
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grcss, nnd {^rnzcd our starbonrd bow. Fortunately there was but yoiuig

ice upon the oj)|)osite side, which yiehled to tlie pressure ; had it other-

wise occurred the vessel must inevitably have been cut asunder. In the

afternoon we secured to a nio<leratesized piece, drawing (S fatboms,

which appeared to offer a fair refuj!;e, and from whicli we never after-

wards [)afted ; it conveyedus to our furthest N.E. position, Int. 7.'{'' 7'N.,

long. 117° 10' W., back round the Princess Roval Islands. Passed

the largest within CA)0 yards to lat. 7'2^ I'J' N.*, long. llS^ \2' \V.,

returning along the coast of Prince Albert's Laiul, aiul fuiallv freez-

ing in at lat. 72° .50' N., long. 117° ^kV W ., ujionthe Aoth of

September, during which circunniavigation we received many severe

nips, and were frequently driven close to the shore, from which our
deep friend ke})t us off. To avoid separation, we had secured vvitii two
stream caliles (one chain) two six and two five inch hawsers. As our

exposed position rendered every precaution necessary, we got uj)on deck

twelve months' provisions, with tents, warm elotiiing. &c., and issued

to each person a pair of carpet l)()ots and blaid<et bag, so that, in the

event of any emergency making it imperative to cpiit the vessel, we
might not be destitute. On the 8th of October our perplexities

terminated with a nip that hfted the vessel a foot, and heeled her foiu*

degrees to port, in conscfpience of a large tongue getting bfiueath her,

in which position we cpuetly remained. As, however, there was a

probability of being thrown upon the ice, it was retpiisite that a smooth
surface should be made to receive the vessel, which was accomplished
with much facility, by blasting the hummocks along the edge of tiie

floe for about 150 yards, and 20 in breadth. This done, and every

indication of the pack being now thoroughly cemented with a tempera-

ture of seven minus, we completed housing over, and other arrangements
for our winter quarters. As the weather upon the 10th was cahn and
fine, and the ice quiet, at 8.30 a.m. left tlie ship, accompanied by
Lieutemmt Cresswell, Dr. Armstrong, and Mr. Miertsehing, with a jjarty

of seamen, carrying a pole &c., to plant upon the shores of Prince

Albert's Land, to which we proceeded to take j)ossession in the name
of her Most Gracious Majesty. This accomplished, we walked to the

highest hill observable at the distance of five miles, to an elevation of
l,.")00 feet, which gave an extended view in every direction. The
country was very hilly, with deep ravines and large lakes. This

aj)pears the general character of the land on both shores. The course

of the water towards the N.E. we were anxious to tr.ace, hoping to see

an opening into Barrow's Strait. In this we were di>a])pointed, from

the many low points intervening, rendering it impossible to ascertain

the land from the sea, both being frozen. On our return we had the

mortification to find that the land and sea ice had se})arated about 100

yards along the whole line of coast. We walked by its margin for

some miles, hoping to meet with a loose piece of ice to ferry us across ;

but night closing rapidly subjected us to so many falls, owing to the

iiiequalities of our road not being distinguishable, that we were compelled
to halt, and commence firing to attract attention ; but our distance from
the ship was too far to render our signals of any utility. At 8.30. p.m.

Mr. Corrt, with one of the many parties that were searching the ice in

all directions, fortunately saw our flashing, and made for it ; but, \\\\-

suspecting our dilemma was created by open water, he had no boat

;

immediately returning he met with a party which had two of Ilalkett's.

B 2
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These were soon Inunched ; only petting them tlirnngh tlie pnncnke ice,

which wns bv this time Jin inch thick, was attended with great difficuhy.

The sea ice also rnpitlly settinj? to the northward, the hoats after each

transit had to he carried south before being launched, so as to insure

their reachinn; tlie only spot from which the party to be relieved could

embark. This operation commenced at 10.30. p.m., and by midnight

we were all over, and reached the ship at 2. .SO a.m., all parties meeting

with heavy falls, but receiving no accident of consequence. I cannot

refrain from noticing the excellence of llalkett's boats, or speak in too

high terms of the ingenuity of their inventor. These admiral)le little

articles were inflated on board, and with the greatest facility carried

ii|)on a man's shoulders over ice which, from its excessive roughness,

no other boat could by any ])ossil)ility have been gut across without

beinff smashed. ]{y their means a large party were relieved, who were

without tents. clothmg, fuel, provisions, or in any way provided to

withstand the severities of a polar night, with the thermometer 8 degrees

minus. The consequences to them might have been very serious ; as it

was, however, the annexation of I'rince Albert's Land to the British

Crown was considered to have terminated so favoiu'ably, that 1 directed

an extra supper and allowance of grog to be issued to my energetic crew

as a reward for their eight hours' vigorous exertions.

Being dissatisfied with the view obtained from Prince Albert's Land
respecting the waters we were now in as to their connexion with

Barrow's Strait, which would settle the question of a north-west passage,

I determined to proceed in that direction with a travelliug party, al-

though rather late in the season, as soon as I felt that the vessel might
be safely quitted, which I judged would occur after the ensuing spring

tides, if at that j)eriod there was no commotion among the ice. Accord-

intjly, ni)on the 21st, evervthing being favourable, I started with Mr.
Court, second master, and the following men,—Robert Calder, captain

of the forecastle ; Robert Tifteney, captain of the maintop ; Michael
Flynn, quartermaster ; George Brown, A. B. ; Peter Thomson, captain

of the foretop ; and James Saunders, private, Royal Marines. '1 he
ice, for two miles from the ship, was so rough that Lieutenant Haswell
and the whole of the ship's company were occuiped in carrying the

sledge and different articles of lading. At 8 am. the sledge was finally

packed, when, with the fatigue party, in charge of Mr. Wynniatt (mate),

accompanied by Dr. Armstrong, as an amateur, we set off towards the
north-east at noon ; the fatigue party having taken us eight miles, were
directed to return. Soon after they quitted us we got among very
difficult ice. The sledge was broken, but, quickly fishing it, we pro-
ceeded. Unfortunately, scarcely an hour had elapsed, when in crossing
a floe, the inequalities of which were imperceptible, it came down with
such a crash that it broke into pieces. This was unlucky, but, pitching
our tent, Mr. Court and Peter Thomson (captain of the foretop) started

for the ship, where they arrived at J.'^O p.m., and rejoined the next day
at 2 p.m., with a fresh and larger sledge, and a fatigue party, with Mr.
Wynniatt, to carry the damaged one back. (This party, upon my
return, 1 found did not get on board until the following" day, being
stopped by a heavy snow drift, but, having a tent and provisions, did
not suffer.) As soon as the new comers were refreshed, the sledge was
packed, atid by 3 p.m. we were again off, continuing our course, with-
out any further disaster, until 3.45 p.m. of the 2Gth, when we had the
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extreme grntificfttion of pitching onr tent nnon the shores of Barrow's
Strnit, in Int. 73° 31' N., long. 111° 39' W. (chronometer), (long.

114° 14' W. Innar), nonrly on the line, ns represented on the charts,

where Sir Kdwnrd I'arry has very correctly marked the loom of the

land. Upon the follownig mornini;, before sunrise, iMr. Court nnd
myself ascended n small hill, abont bOO feet in height, so that we could

coinnmnd an extensive view of 40 or ;'>() miles. The extreme j)oint of

Prince Albert's Land bore long. 7^° E. true, about 3.') nnles, the

furthest land N.N.E., 8 miles. The Melville Island shore could not

be discovered, but in that direction the ice appeared to be very heavy,

and the floes exceedingly large. While we were nuiking these observa-

tions the crew were busily engaged erecting a cairn al)ont 1;") feet above
the water (which had been named Prince of Wales's Strait, in honour of

his Royal Highness), in which a copper cylinder was deposited. The
spot is so conspicuous that any person jiassing along the shore must
remark it. All being completed by lU a.m. of the '27th, we turned for

the ship, arriving upon the morning of the 31st, having in nine days

made in a direct line 15() miles by observation, with a temperature of

between+ 7 and— 1;> degrees. Upon the ntternoon of the 30th the

weather, which had been overcast, suddenly brightened, showing the

Princess Royal Islands, distant about I'J miles. At 3 p.m. I left the

sledge, with the intention of getting early on board, to have everything

in readiness for the comfort of the party, antici{)ating their arrival at

9 p.m. Unfortnmitely, the weather became again foggy about 5 p.m., fol-

lov>ed soon by darkness; consecpiently my way was speedily lost, com-
pelling me to wander about the floe during the night, with a temperature

ot frotn it to 1.") degrees minus, when at 7 the next morning I had the

mortification to find that I had passed the vessel 4 miles, which I

reached by 8.30 a.m., and immediately dispatched a party to assist

Mr. Court, who was at 5 miles distance, having most judiciously en-

camped about 7 miles from the ship when the fog became too dense to

travel.

1 was agreeably surprised to learn from Lieutenant ILiSwell that on
the 2i)th a party, consisting of Messrs. Sainsbury, Paine, Miertsching,

mid Newton, while sporting upon Prince Albert's Land, had encountered

a herd of musk cattle, two bulls, a cow, a heifer, and a calf, and most

adroitly shot the whole, which yielded l,21)()lbs. of excellent mitritious

meat. A supply thus opportune and unexpected may be regarded as a

most favourable termination to our season's operations, in which we
have been nearly enabled to carry out veri)atim their Lordships' in-

structions, in reaching the ice by the 1st of August, and estaljlishing a

position near Ranks's Land, wiiich service has been f)erfornied luider

circumstances over which we could exercise but little control, our only

credit consisting in seizing the advantages that an Invisible Power scat-

tered along our road through fields of ice, where all human exertion

would have been as unavailing as the feebleness of a child to advance

us one yard.

The winter—that dreary period of the voyage which I had looked

forward to with much apprehension,—passed nuldly away, there being

very little snow or wind, without our sanitary state being in the slightest

degree impaired ; for which happiness I assign these reasons—viz.,

1

.

The unflagging spirits and cheerfulness of the men.

2. The excellence of every species of provisions.
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'.\. Tlu' free vontilntioii of the lower <Iork.

4. Till' extreme attention of Dr. Aiinstroiig (upon our monthly

inspections) to the stnte of the crew.

So thtit the month of iMnrch found us in a most healthy and efficient

condition. Aeeordin2;ly, upon the '.ird we coninieiieed our prelimiiinry

duties hy taking a .'}0-foot whale-hoat to the larger Princess Hoyal

Islands, where it is my intention to leave three mouths' provisions for

all hands, that, at the breakiii"; up of the iee, should the vessel imfor-

tuiiately get crushed, wo uuiy luivc a certainty to i'all hack upon, which

will eunhle us to reach the Plover, without hazard of starvation. This

duty heing completed, as well as the transporting of another whale-

hoat, hesi<les one of llalkett's, to the eastern shore, distant .') miles,

for the facility of allowing the travelling parties going along that coast

to reach the islands, should the ice break up and carry the vessel away
puring their absence, arrangements were then made for the search-

ing jiartics ; and the weather becoming very favourable for travelling,

upon the iHth of A|)ril three were dispatched under Lieutenant Har-
well, S.E. shore; Lieutenant Cresswell, N.W. shore; and Mr. Wynni-
att (mate), N.K. shore, with six weeks' provisions each.

At 1 a.m. May (>, Mr. Wynniatt (mate) having broken his chrono-

meter at the distance of I'JO miles from the ship returned ; but all being

in good condition, they were comideted to 30 days' ])rovisioiis, and at

ti p.m were again en route. At the same time, two hunting parties

with tents, &e., left the ship— one for each side of the Strait, as scnue

deer had been seen, besides some ptarmigan and four hares shot. This
early indication of fresh provisions is a subject of deep congratulation,

independent of the very healthy and exciting occupation for the crew,
who are all eager for the sport.

May 20.—Lieutenant Cresswell returned in conse(iuence of the
severe frost-bites of two of his men, having reached lat. 74° 1(1' N.,
long. 117° 40' W., being absent 31 days; during the greater part of
the time he was subject to strong N.W. winds, sweeping from the Polar
Sea, through Barrow's Strait, winch, meeting him in the face, rendered
it exceedingly difficult to walk against, the thermometer being frequently
15° below zero. He, however, traced the coast-line, which, for about
70 miles along Banks's Land, was very precipitous, averaging from
1,000 to 1,400 feet, from which it gradually sloped to a point trending
to S.W., apparently the extreme of the land in that direction, as it

abruptly turned to southwards. An elevation of a thousand feet, aided
by an exceedingly clear atmosphere, left no doubt in his mind that the
Polar Sea was before him, and that Banks's Land is a part of Baring's
Island. He was anxious to make a further advance, and encamp during
two days, with the hope that the invalids would recover, but, finding
them getting much worse, he very properly deemed it advisable to
return with all haste to the ship. Before reaching her, however, both
had to be borne upon the sledge, which threw the work upon four
men

;
when, getting into heavy snow, the officer had to fall in at the

drag-ropes
;

nevertheless, the working-party arrived in most excellent
health and spirits.

On the '21st a large bear was killed. ITpon examination of the
stomach an extraordinary medley was discovered, consisting of raisins,
tolmcco, pork, and adhesive plaister, so that I came to the conclusion
tliat tlie Enterprise must be near, the animal not having been seen
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holoro nonr our (lirt-lipn|i, iinr were tlure nny truces of liim nhout tho
ship. 1 tlicri'lon- (IctriiniiKHl t(» send ii piiity to tho S.W., the only
(lirccfioii we hiul no travill(i>^, to siitisiy inysi'U" upon the snhji-ct.

A(< orchiiitly, at (i p.m. on the '2'Jiu' liieuti'iiimt (Jrcsswcll and his party,

coiimlctcd with two fresh huiids, were a^aiii dispatched with |irovisioiis

until .luMc 10.

(Jpon the 2 Ith the a])ovo mystery was sati<„ i forily solved. Some
men, in pnrsnit of a hear aljout j;alf a inile from tlic sliip, picked np a
preserved meat-tin, with articles n, it identical with those fcnmd in tiie

stomach of the hear killed on the 'Jlsl; Hic fuot-prnits of the aninnd
were liki'wise ahnndant on the snow. I his evidence was perfectly

conclusive as to tlie locality where hrnin had obtained his dainties.

This i)eing the anniversary of the birthday of Her Most (Jracions

Majesty, a l{oyal salute was fired, and the colours displayed, in

celebration of the event.

'2\hh.— Lieutenant llaswell and party returned, all in the most
perfect health, havinji^ traced the coast towards Wollaston Land, to lat.

70° .iS' N., long., 11.")"^ W., from which point, the day being remark-
ably clear, he observed the outline of land to the distance of ftdl 10

miles trending to the S.W., but having ailvanced 25 days, he considered

it prudent to proceed no further. Two large inlets and a deep bay
were examined, besides an archipelago of small islands along the noitheru-

most shore of the southernmost inlet, which is high, bold, and stratified,

each inlet trending to the K.N.E. from HO to 90 miles. The whole
coast was strewn with driftwood, and many vestiges of Escjuinuiux

encampments were met with, but of a very old date. Upon returning

he was most surprised to find a party, consisting of 18 natives,

encamped upon the ice, a few miles from the N.W. point of the

northernmost inlet, in quest of seals. They were very friendly and
well-disposed, but, not understanding each other, no infoi .nation

could be obtained. They exchanged a few jiresents, and upon that

day week he arrived on board, having remained out his 42 days,

thereby fid filling his instructions to the letter. In consequence of the

above, I immediately decided uj)on proceeding to these people, for the

purpose of obtaining information that might determine the question

relating to the Prince Albert's, Wollaston, and Victoria Lands, as to

their forming part of the American continent, or whether each was an
island ; therefore, taking Mr. Miertsching (our invaluable interpreter),

and 12 days' provisions, at 6 p.m. we started, and early on June 3rd

fell in with them, about 10 miles to the northward of the point where

they were first met with. They conversed freely with the interpreter,

giving every information we reipiircd relative to the trending of the

coast as far as they knew, which was some distance along Victoria

Land ; this they did by tracing upon a large sheet of paper, which I

brouglit for that purpose, continuing a sketch which Mr. Miertsching

had made from the ship to their tents, which they immediately compre-

hended, and, as they were very particular in placing the islands of

Sutton and Liston, with three smaller ones not mentioned in the

chart, off Wollaston Land, I am fully persuaded of its correctness, and

only regretted that they could not go furthef* (a tracing of which accom-

})anies this narrative). They describe a large land opposite Wollaston,

called " Nunavaksaraluk ;" this, of course, is America, to which they

had never been, as they only trade with the Esquimaux to the S.E.,
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nor had they the sUghtest article of European manufacture about them ;

the use and sight of iron was perfectly new, all their implements being

copper—their spears and arrows barbed with the same. The copper

ore is remarkably line (bvit, not observing any when at the tents, the

specimen being given me by one of our men some time after quitting

them), unfortunately, we lost the opportunity of inquiring wheri> it

was procured ; but 1 am inclined to think that it comes from the south-

east tribes, in their bartering transactions, as the few and simple orna-

ments which they possessed were of that metal, and obtained thence.

These are a kind, simple, and purely pastoral tribe, devoid of the

knavish propensities which so strongly characterise those upon the

Mackenzie and Colville, where intercourse with civilized man has

demorahzcd the savage. Upon disjdaying the presents brought for

them, the utmost propriety was observed ; altho\igh, doubtless, all were

anxious to participate in these treasures, there was not that eagerness to

seize, which rendered oiir interchange with the other Esquimaux so

troublesome ; so far was it from these to do so, that it was with diffi-

culty we could persuade them to accept them without our receiving an
equivalent, they inquiring of the interpreter, after each article was given

them, what we wanted for it. A piece of scarlet cloth, which I tied

round a girl's neck, remained there until we were going away, when she
ran up to Mr. Miertsching to ask what she was to give in exchange,

and, when assured it was a gift frora the chief, she gracefully acknow-
ledged it with a smile. No wesipons were observed among them, except
for the chase ; their whole demeanour bespoke peace. They live near
their present locality the whole year, not going any further to the
worthward, nor do they believe that there are any otbers in that direc-

tion ; but to the S.E., along Victoria and Wollaston Land, the coast is

thickly populated. It appears very extraordinary that they do
not even possess traditionary legends of their ancestors having
been north, where the numerous traces which we meet with upon both
sides of tiie Straits, as well as on the large Princess Royal Island, show
that at one period the whole of this coast must have been densely
populated. Their language, Mr. Miertsching observes, is identical

with that spoken upon the Labrador coast. At half-past 9 o'clock we
left this interesting people on our return to the ship, which we reached
at 7 p.iTi. of the .5th, exceedingly gratified by the result of our pleasant
excursion, our only misfortune being Cornelius Hullott, my coxswain,
having both feet 'badly frost-nipped. At .0 a.m. of the 7 th, Mr.
Wynniatt (mate) returned with his party, having been fifty days under
the tent. From his exploration of a portion of the south-eastern shores
of Barrow's Strait, as far as lat. 72" 6' N., long. 107° 42' \V. (D R ),
whence the land was observed for about 1.5 miles, trending to theN.E.,
after rounding Point Peel, lat. 7:i" 21' N., long 112" 30' W., the north-
west point of Prince Albert's Land, he reports it to be in all respects,
as to formation, the same as in this vicinity, for the distance of about
40 miles, when, upon crossing a deep inlet, *the land assumed a north-
west aspect, and became high, precipitous, and barren. No drift-wood
of any description was met with, but the ice lay against its base in
heavy and unbroken masses. Further to the eastward a lesser one was
circumambulated, having in it several small islands, with its southern
shore formed of stratified chff, having an elevation of about 800 feet.
Ipon the 10th, at 7.4.5 a.m., Lieutenant Cresswell and party, having

i
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completed their 19 days, returned from their search towards the S.W.,
to lat. 71" 10' N., long. 123° 4' W., making, in the aggregate, 50° under

the tent, during which he had coasted three sides of Baring's Island,

from the north shore of which he looked upon the Polar Sea, and upon
the south walked 24 miles on it ; both presenting the same smooth
surface, which I consider to be attributable to the long prevalence of

north-easterly winds, at the termination of tlie navigable season setting

tlie heavy ice, which we encountered, and saw resting upon the western

side of tbe island, over to the American and Asiatic shores, which may
cause the great dithculty in rounding Point Barrow late in the season.

Unfortunately the weather became overcast, which limited his view to

the northward, only allowing him to observe that the coast was high
and l)()ld. Upon this excursion he met with four partitions of the ice,

varying in breadth from 10 to 20 feet, apparently running across the

strait ; but, being provided with one of Ilalkett's valuable little boats,

this obstacle, which would otherwise iiave caused a detour of many
miles, was easily overcome. It is impossible to recommend these boats

too highly upon a service of this description, where every article of
r '-" "^ '

, objectional)le. Their whole fitting is but 2.5lbs. When not

requii . rey form a platform on the sledge to stow the baggage, and
wlien \v. e they are carried inflated upon the top. Thus, on two
occasio- • y have been of essential service, without tbe smallest

inco>"eh j. Lieutenant Cresswell erected a cairn, and deposited a
cvlindfr .ilun it, upon a low beach near Cape Lambton ; he also

rema' k..*d tlie vestiges of Esquimaux encampments upon almost every

part of the coast upon whicli he pitched his tent for the night, many of

them thickly strewn with the heads of musk oxen, which denotes no
paucity of tliose animals upon these lands: indeed, at the present

time both shores of the strait are covered with wild fowl of every

description, musk oxen, deer, hares, ptarmigan, and golden plover.

This is certainly the most fertile part of the Polar regions, and must
be the breeding-place of those animals, which find rich pasturage

among its alluvial plains and valleys, unmolested by the Esquimaux,
the traces of whose remains, being overgrown with moss, and rott^^n,

have reference to a time long anterior. Tbis i»arty, with much s|>irit

and zeal, performed their return journey of upwards of IGO miles in

nine days and a-lialf, under circumstances reflecting much credit upon
them, the lateness of the season being unfavourable to so rapid an
advance. All l)eing now on board and in excellent health, with the

exception of three of tbe travellers suffering from frost- nips, our

season's travelling operations may be considered to have terminated

fortunately ; and, from the close examination which has been made
over a vast extent of coast, the direct distance of which, by observa-

tion, embraces 800 miles, to which a third may be added for the

devious windings of the coast-line, without observing tbe slightest

vestiges of any spar, or other indication of civilized man having

reached these shores, I am fully confident that the missing expedi-

tion under Sir John Franklin, has never jienetrated towards the Polar

Sea in this direction, as some portion of the immense mass of stores,

spars, or fitments, with which those ships were provided mus*^ have

been picked up, when driftwood of very inconsiderable dimensions

did not escape observation. (A chart, showing the extent of discovery

and course of each searching- party, accompanies this letter.)
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I am also of opinion that Prince Alljert's Land is part of the con-

tinent of America, and that Point Peel is its north-west extremity, and

that the land thence is contiiuious to Cape Walker ; the pecnliar

formation of its shores, from the very deep inlets which run into

the interior, give tlie appearance of straits which in reality do not

exist, as was apparently the case between Victoria and Wollaston

Lands, and which is very probably the same between Cape \yalker

and North Somerset. INIy opinion is strengthened by the Esqnimanx

upon this coast speaking the same langnage as those of Hudson's

Straits, which Mr. jMiertsching, the interpreter, thoroughly under-

stands, and conversed fluently with them, while with those of the

Colvilie, and Cape liathurst he found it sometimes difficult to do so.

Consequently, 1 think it very probable that the forefatliers of tiiese

have crossed from Hudson's Straits, and kept the coast line of Vic-

toria and Wollaston Land, and have thus retained the purity of

their language, which those upon the north coast of America have

lost, by constant intercourse with the Indians. I certainly should have

considered it my duty to endeavour to decide this point by detaching a

boat through the Dolphin and Union Straits, but I feel assured that

that service was accomi)lished by Dr. liae last year, as he evidently

was not in this direction.

During the absence of the searching parties the refitting of the

ship was carried on, vmder the direction of JNIessrs. Sainsbury (^mate)

and Court (second master) ; so that upon their return little remained

but to get the boats from the eastern shore, and the tents and ap-

l)urtenances, which the shooting parties had upon each side of the strait,

on board, the weather being unfavourable, and the state of the ice

becoming too precarious to allow of any persons being so far distant

from the ship. This being effected, as also the repairing and painting

of a boat which is to be left with the provisions at the large Princess

Royal Island completed upon the 13th, we had the satisfaction of

having every one on board, with the vessel thoroughly refitted, caulked,

painted, and watered, and in every respect as efficient for the service we
have to perform as the day that we quitted Plymouth, with a trifling

sick-list, principally from the effects of frost- nips and foot-soreness

from the travelling. We now wait, with no little anxiety, the disruption

of these mighty masses of ice by which we are encircled, and the con-

sequences depending upon that event, which cannot be contemplated
without deep apprehension.

The first indication of open water occurred to-day (July 7th), extending
some distance along the shore of Prince Albert's Land, about a mile in

width. The ice in every direction is so rapidly decaying, being much
accelerated by sleet and rain, with a thermometer standing at 45°,

that by the 14th that which for the last few days had been sHghtly in

motion, with large spaces of water intervening, suddenly and noiselessly

opened around the vessel, leaving her in a pond of 40 yards ; but, seeing
no j)ossibility of getting without its limits, we were compelled to secure
to the floe which had for 10 months befriended us, and, with the whole
of the pack, gradually drifted to the soutliward, towards the Princess
Royal Islands, which we passed on the eastern side within half a mile.
Upon the l/th, at 10 a.m., being among loose ice, we cast off from the
floe and made sail, with the hojjc of getting upon the western shore,
where the water appeared to be making, but without shipping the rudder,'
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in consequence of being in the vicinity of several large floes, and at 2 p.m.
again secured to a floe between the Princess Royal and Baring's Islands

(we passed over a shoal having 1 9 fathoms). On the 20th, at 1 1 ..'^0 a.m.,

a light air sprang up from the S.W., which, slacking the ice, gave
hopes of making progress to the N.E., in which direction I was anxious
to get for the purpose of entering Barrow's Strait, that, according to

circumstances, I might be enabled to carry out my original intentions of
proceeding to the northward of Melville Island, as detailed in my letter

to the Secretary of the Admiralty of July 20, 18.50, or, should such not
be practicable, return to England through the strait. The ship was cast

off, and a mile gained, when the wind died away, and we were again
beset. On the morning of the 22nd, open water appearing in the N.E.,
the rudder was ship})ed in expectation of a start, which was not, how-
ever, realised until the afternoon of the 23rd, when a light S.W. wind
set the ice to the N.E., carrying us over a shoal upon which there was
much ice grounded in 13 fathoms ; the corner of the floe to which we
«ore attached coming in contact with some of these masses, gave way,
throwing jtieces of 1 2 feet and 14 feet square completely out of the water.

It grazed the hard bottom with a sound not unlike distant thunder, as

it crashed, crumbled, and upheaved, throwing an enormous mound up in

its centre, as if under the influence of volcanic agency, and then rent

asunder, the part we were secured to remaining firmly grounded, while

the other and lighter portion, being forced onwards with accelerated

speed, came direct for oin* unprotected stern. To let go warps and
anchors was but the work of a minute, and most fortunate were we in

accomplishing it, as, ere they could be got on board, it struck the stern,

forcing the ship ahead at the rate of 2 knots. A small space of open
water, occasioned by the grounding of tlie floe, allowed of our advance

;

when, by warping and towing, we speedily got beyond its influence.

Had our position been less favourable, nothing could have saved the

vessel from momentary destruction, and at 11.30 p.m., with a breeze

from the S.E., we made sail through large leads of water towards the

eastern side of the strait, and by the afternoon of tlie 24tli had nearly

reached Point Armstrong, upon which the ice was resting, where our

course was checked. There was much driftwood on the beach of large

dimensions, mostly American pine. The cutter was consequently dis-

patched for a load, and some of the pieces' appeared so fresh, that Mr.
Ford, the carpenter, was of opinion that two years was the extreme of

their quitting the forest. The wind veering to the westward during the

night, set large bodies of ice into the water we occupied, which was
rapidly filling. To prevent being forced on shore, we were obliged at

8 a.m. of the 25th to run into the pack, where we drilted, according to

the tide, about a mile and a half from the beach ; but during the 24

hours made about two miles and a half to the N.E., from which I am
of opinion, when taken with the quantity of driftwood that is thickly

strewn along the beach, that on this side of the strait there is a slight

current to the north-east, while upon the opposite one it sets to the

southward, upon which tiiere is scarcely any wood, and otir progress,

Avhile similarly situated, was in a southern direction. We continued

drifting in the pack, witliout meeting any obstruction, until 10 a.m. of

the 1st of August, when a sudden and most unexpected motion of the

ice swept us with much velocity to the north-east, towards a low point

ofl' which were several shoals awash, having many heavy })ieces of
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grounded ice upon them, towards which we were directly setting, de-

creasing the soundings from 24 to 9^ fathoms. Destruction was,

apparently, not far distant, when, most opportunely, the ice ceased a

little, and, a fresh wind coming from the land, sail was immediately

made, which, assisted by warps, enabled the ship to be forced ahead

about 200 yards, which sliot us clear of ice and point into 1(3 J fathoms,

in which water we roinuled the shoals ; the ice then again closed, and

the ship became fixed until the 14th, when the fog, which since the

previous day had been very dense, cleared, and discovered open water

about half-a-mile from the vessel, with the ice loose about her ; at noon

commenced warping, and at 3 p.m. passed into it with a light breeze

from the north-east that carried us some distance along the eastern shore.

At 11 p.m. the fog was so thick that we were compelled to make fost to

a floe, having, while standing in shore, stirred up the mud while in stays,

shooting from no soundings at 25 fathoms to a quarter less 3, which

convinced me of the impracticability of retnaining under way, as, bad we

been set on the beach, tiie ice, which came in before a freshening north-

easter out of Barrow's Strait, would most effectually have detained us

there. Previously to quitting the floe 1 was desirous of trying what

effect blasting would have upon such a mass. A jar, containing 3G lbs.

of powder, was letdown 12 feet into the water near the centre; the

average thickness was 11 feet, and its diameter 400 yards. The result

was most satisfactory, rending it in every direction, so that with the

greatest ease we could eff'ect a passage through any part of it. August 1 .5,

at H a.m., the fog cleared a little, which showed the base of the cliffs

very close, although we were in 42 fathoms. Having water to the

westward, we instantly made sail in that quarter, and at 1 1 a.m , being

unable to see in any direction, asain made fast, bavins; carried awav the

S|>ankerboom in breaking through a neck of ice, which forced the vessel

from the wind, causing it to jihe. Our soundings increased to 62 fathoms,

and the ice was ascertained to be setting bodily a mile and a half an hour

to the west-south-west, so that, upon the weather clearing, at 30 minutes

a.m. of the IGth we found the vessel had been drifted I.t miles to the

south-west. As there was, however, water to the eastward, every exer-

tion was made to reach it by warj)ing, and at 3 a.m. succeeded, working
along the eastern shore to ascertain what probability exist;ed of being

able to round the pack, and thus get into liarrow's Strait, from which
we were not distant more than 25 miles. At 9 a.m. all hoj)es disap-

peared, as a clear view from the crow's-nest discovered the ice to be

closely packed, resting upon Point Lady Rose, exteniliiig in one unbroken
line to the opposite side of the strait. This determined nie to give up
all idea of prosecuting our search in this direction. Having been foiled

in attem[)ting this passage the latter end of one season and at the com-
mencement of another, 1 considered it not practicable, except under the

favourable circumstance of a continuance of south-westerly winds, which
would drive the ice into Barrow's Strait ; but I imagine there would be

little difficulty in coming from the norih-east, from which quarter we
found the winds prevail. Our greatest advance in that direction was
lat. 73° 13' 43" N., long. 115° 32' 30" W. Accordingly, at 9.30 a.m.
we bore up with the intention of running to the southward of Nelson's
Head, and continuing our search along the western side of Baring's
Island, with the hope of reaching the entrance of Barrow's Strait by that
route

i as, from the report of Lieutenant Cresswell, I felt convinced that
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by Banks's Ljind there was a passage from the Polar Sea. At 4 p.m.
passed the Princess Royal Islands with a fine breeze ; not a particle of

ice to be seen in any direction, wiiich only a month previously had
presente'd enormous floes, and heavy grounded masses lyina; against their

base and upon the shoal connecting them, whicli we considered had been
there for vears, and likelv to remain for many more ; even the huge
pieces wliich had been thrown upon the eastern siioie had vanished ; so

that every vestige of that formidable element had passed away which for

nearly 1 1 months had held us in its trammels.

Upon the 17th, while near Nelson's Head, with a fine breeze from the

south-east, we experienced a heavy swell from that direction, causing the

vessel to pitch the hawse-holes under and send the sea as far aft as the

fore-hatchway. A circumstance so unusual was hailed as a favoura!)le

omen, being a convincing proof that we were in much open water ; and
at 11.30 p.m. we rounded the head. The land for about '2.5 miles to the

westward is remarkably bold and lofty, where Cape Lambton, jetting out

and rising perpendicularly 1,000 feet, presents a grand termination to it

in that direction ; whence it gradually recedes to the north-west, where
it loses this bold character, partaking more of that remarked in the

Vrince of Wales's Strait, being ranges of hills, gradually sloping from
the interior to the shore, having fine valleys and extensive plains, several

small, and one considerable river, the water from the latter discolouring the

sea two miles from its mouth ; likewise many small lakes and harbours,

which, however, would be only of utility for boats, as a heavy surf was
breaking across their entrances. Much driftwood strewed tiie beach,

and the land was well covered with verdure, upon which were large flocks

of geese feeding, while ducks were flying in great numbers, and I have

little doubt that a walk a short distance inland would have discovered

herds of deer and musk oxen. Nothing that was on the coast could

escape observation, nor could anything be more favourable for the object

we had in view, as, with a fair wind and fine clear weather, we ran along

it from one to two miles distant.

At 4 p.m. of the 18th, being oif a very low spit of sand (Point

Kellett), which extended to the westward for about twelve miles in the

form of a horseshoe, having its seaside thickly studded with grounded

ice, while the interior was exempt from any, I sent Mr. Court (second

master) to examine it, who reported an excellent and commodious har-

bour, well sheltered from N.\V. to south, carrying five fathoms within

10 yards of the beach, which was shingle, and covered with driftwood.

A set of sights was obtained, and a cask containing a notice was left

there ; its position lat. 7V 56' N., long. 125° 29' W. From this the

land turns abruptly N. by E., and a great change takes place in its

general aspect, generally becoming low and flat, so that near the beach

it is scarcely discernible, resembling separate sand-banks, but, upon
closing it, a low spit, barely above the level of the water was remarked

connecting them. The lead may be considered as an infallible guide

along the whole of this coast, as the soundings are regular from 3 to

30 fathoms, at from one to four miles off shore.

Upon the morning of the 19th we left this low coast, and passed

between two small islands lying at the entrance of what appeared

a deep inlet, running E.S.E., and then turning sharp to the

N.E. It had a barrier of ice extending across, which prevented

any examination. Wishing to keep between the northernmost of



80 CAPTAIN M'CI.UnE's DESrATCITRS.

these islands and the mainland, to avoid the pack, which was

very near it, we narrowly escaped getting on shore, as a reef

extended from the latter to within half a mile of the island.

Fortunately, the wind heing light, we rounded to with all the

studding sails set, and let go the anchor in two and a half fathoms,

having about four inches to spare under the keel, and warped into four ;

while Mr. Court was sent to find a channel, in which he succeeded,

carrying three fathoms, through which we ran for one mile, and then

continued our course in eight, having from three to five miles between

the ice and land. At 8 p.m. we neared two other islands, the iee

resting upon the westernmost, upon which the pressure must have

hecn excessive, as large masses were forced nearly over its summit,

which was upwards of 40 feet. Between these and the main we ran

through a channel in from nine to fifteen fathoms, when an immediate

and marked change took place in the general appearance and forma-

tion of the land ; it became high, precipitous, sterile, and rugged,

intersected with deep ravhies and watercourses, having G5 fathoms

at a quarter of a mile, and 15 fathoms 100 yards from the cliffs,

which proved exceedingly fortunate, as the whole pack, which had
apparently only just broken from the shore, was witiiin half a mile,

and in many places so close to it that, to avoid getting beset, we had
nearly to touch the land. Indeed, upon several occasions, the boats

were compelled to be topped up, and poles used to keep the vessel off

the grounded ice, which extends all along this coast ; nor could we
round to, fearful of carrying the jibboom away against its cliffs, which
here run nearly east and west. The cape forming its western extreme,

I have called Prince Alfred, in honour of his Royal ITigimess. There
were two apparently good harbours about 20 miles to the eastward of

the cape ; tlie westernmost had a breakwater half-a-mile in length,

twenty feet high, facing the north, with entrances on its east and west

sides about sixty yards in breadth ; the other was circular, about three-

quarters of a mile in diameter, with its entrance on the west side.

Our critical position would not admit of any detention, otherwise they

would have been sounded, being very anxious to find a secure retreat

in the event of having to winter on tiiis coast. The weather had been

fine, with a S.E. wind, which veered to the W.S.W., bringing fog and
rain ; so that on the morning of the 20th our further progress was
impeded by finding the ice resting upon a point, which formed a slight

indentation of the shore, and was the only place wliere water could

be seen. To prevent being carried away with the pack, which was
filling up its space, we secured to the inshore side of a small but

heavy piece Oi" ice, grounded in twelve fathoms, 74 yards from the

beach—the only protection against the tremendous Polar ice (setting a
knot per hour to the eastward before a fresh westerly wind), which at

9 p.m. placed us in a very critical position, by a large floe striking the

piece we were fast to, and causing it to oscillate so considerably, that a

tongue, which happened to be under our bottom, lifted the vessel six

feet ; but, by great attention to the anchors and warps, we succeeded in

holding on during the conflict, which was continued several minutes,
terminating by the floe being rent in pieces and our being driven nearer

the beach. From this until the 29th we lay perfectly secure, but at

8 a.m. of that day the ice began suddenly to move, when a large floe

which must have cauglit the piece to which we were attached under
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one of its overhanging ledges, raised it perpendicular 30 feet, pre-
senting to all on board a most frightful aspect. As it ascended above
the foreyard, much a[)|)rehension was felt that it might be thrown com-
pletely over, when the ship must have been crushed beneath it. This
suspense was but for a few minutes, as the floe rent, carrying away
with it a large piece from the foundation of our asylum, wlicn it gave
several fearful rolls and resumed its former position ; but, no longer
capable of resisting the pressure, it was hurried onward with the drift-

ing mass. Our proximity to the shore compelled, as our only hopes of
safety, the absolute necessity of holding to it ; we consequently secured
with a cbain stream and hemp cable three six and two five-inch hawsers,
three of which were passed round it. In this state we were forced

along, sinking large pieces beneath the bottom, and sustaining a heavy
strain against the stern and rudder ; the latter was much damaged, but
to unship it at present w{is impossible. At 1 p.m. the pressure eased,

from the ice becoming stationary, when it was unhung and laid upon a
large flue j)iece, where, by S p.m., owing to the activity of IMr. Ford,

tlie carpenter, who is always ready to meet any emergency, it was
repaired, just as the ice began again to be in motion ; but as the tackles

were hooked, it was run up to the davits without further damage. We
were now setting fast upon another large piece of a broken floe,

grounded in nhie fathoms upon the debris formed at the mouth of a

large river. Feeling confident that should we be caught between this

and what we were fast to, the ship must inevitably go to pieces, and
yet being aware that to cast off would certainly send us on the befich,

from which we were never distant 80 yards, upon which the smaller

ice was hurled as it came in contact with these grounded masses, I sent

John Kerr (gunner's mate), under very difficult circumstances, to

endeavour to reach it and effect its destruction by blasting. He could

not, however, find a sufficient space of water to sink the charge, but

remarking a large cavity upon the sea face of the floe, he fixed it there,

which so far succeeded that it slightly fractured it in three places,

which at the moment was scarcely observable from the heavy pressure

it was sustaining. By this time the vessel was within a few feet of it,

and everyone was on deck in anxious suspense, awaiting what was

apparently the crisis of our fate. Most fortunately, the sternpost took

it so fairly that the pressure was fore and aft, bringing tlie whole

strength of the ship to bear ; a heavy grind which shook every mast,

and caused beams and decks to complain as she trembled to the

violence of the shock, plainly indicated that the struggle would be but

of short duration. At this moment the stream cable was carried away,

and several anchors drew. Thinking that we had now sufficiently

risked the vessel, orders were given to let go all the warps, and with

this order I had made up my mind that in a few minutes she would be

on the beac'i ; but, as it was sloping, conceived she might still prove

an asylum for the winter, and possibly be again got afloat, while, should

she be crushed between these large grounded pieces, she must inevi-

tably go down in ten fathoms, which would be certain destruction to

all
;'
but before the orders could be obeyed, a merciful Providence inter-

posed, causing the ice, which had been previously weakened, to separate

into three pieces, and it floated onward with the mass, our stern still

tightly jammed against, but now protected by it. The vessel, which had

been thrown over 1.') degrees, and risen 1 foot 8 inches, now righted and
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settled in the wnter ; the only dnmnge sustnined was several sheets ofcop-

per ripped oflF and rolled up like a sheet of paper, but not a fastening

had given way, nor does any leakage indicate the slightest defect. By
midnight the ice was stationary and everything quiet, which continued

until the 10th of September; indeed, from the tem[)erature having

fallen to 1(5 degrees, with all the appearance of the setting in of the

winter, I considered our further progress stof)ped untd next year. The
crew were employed collecting hallast (of which they obtained 5.") tons),

and other arrantjcments rnakiuir for such an event. Shootino: and other

parties made daily exctirsio'is inland ; in which rambles an exceedingly

old Esfpiimaux encampment was met with, and a most interesting dis-

covery of a range of hills, composed of one entire mass of wood in

every stage, from a petrifaction to a log fit for firewood. !Many large

trees were among it, but, in endeavouring to exhume them, they were

found to be too much decayed to stand removal ; the largest piece that

we have been able to bring away being 3 feet 10 inches in girth, and
seven in length. These were found by Messrs. Sainsbury and Piers, at

an elevation of 300 feet above the beach (in lat "4° 27' N., long. 122°

32' 1.5" W.), which is strewed with cjiips and small hits of wood, as

are tbe watercoiirses and ravines as far as any person has walked inland,

evidently washed down by the thaw from these ligneous hills. The
country has fine valleys, well covered with verdure, and at some period

of the year must be frecpiented by large herds of animals, as the heads

of musk oxen and tbe well-picked carcasses of deer are everywhere met
witb, many quite fresh. Two large wolves were disturbed in the act of

finishing a fawn which they had just killed, hut only two musk oxen
were seen, hesides a few hares and ptarmigan shot by our parties. To-
day the temperature, from a change of wind to the southward, rose to

39 degrees, accompanied by rain, which had the effect of so loosening

the ice that the main pack separated from the shore, about half a-mile

from the ship, opening a lane of water about If) miles to the eastward,

varying in breadth from .50 to 200 yards, which, however, did not pro-

mise any release to the vessel, until 11-.50 p.m. (while the officer of the

watch and quarter-master were examining the tide pole fixed on the
beech, through a hole cut in the ice, about 40 yards from the shore, it

puzzled them both to find tiiat they could not keep the gauge erect, as

it slipped from their hands while endeavouring to do so) when it noise-

lessly opened, and we drifted towards the pack, which it was impossible
to avoid, and were carried to the N.E. a knot per hour, at the distance

of half-a-mile from the shore, in soundings from 107 to 134 fathoms;
all methods by warps and saws to extricate the vessel from her perilous

position proving abortive, having masses of ice firmly frozen to her
bottom. Recourse was had to gunpowder, which fortunately effected

her release by the expenditure of 1.50 lbs. in charges of from 3 lbs. to

26 lbs , according to the distance from the vessel, which by any other
means could not have been achieved. This saved us from being set

against the thick grounded ice which was resting upon Point Colquhoun
—certain destruction—into which we should have been hurried by five

minutes' longer detention, having barely time to make sail and shoot
the vessel, without rudder, clear of the piece we had been so long
frozen to into the water, cutting the hawsere, which canted us, just as
it entered the solid mass, upon the weather edge of which we twice
grazed as we worked into the land; when, at 7 p.m. of the 11th, we
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long

again secured to a large grounded floe, 70 yards from it, in 10 fathoms.
At 10 p.m. our position was hazarded by a portion of the main pack,
which had extended itself over the open water, coming in violent colli-

sion with the corner of our floe, turning it partially round, while the

smaller ice pressed with so much strain upon the ship that the anchors
began to draw and hawsers curry away ; the stream chain luckily held
until the pressure ceased by the pack giving way, and our being pushed
a few fathoms nearer the shore At 2'1){) a.m. of the \'M\\ a lane of

water opened about GO yards from the vessel, and towards noon a rise

in the temperature to 43 degrees, with heavy rnin, created hopes of

liberation, an object of the utmost importance, not oidy with respect to

the views with wliich the expedition was fitted out, but for the safety

of the ship, at present in a most exposed positi(m, being upon the

eastern side of a large bay, open to the whole pressure of the Polar

pack, and surrounded with masses of ice Ki and 18 feet thick, while

the grounded floes were from 40 to C)7 feet in de])th. To remove these

impediments, or, at all events, endeavour the formation of a dock,

blasting was had recourse to, with charges of from )Glbs. to 0.') lbs.

These made little impression, except near the explosion ; therefore a

26-gallou rum cask, containing 2.")5 lbs., was now sunk live fathoms,

among these large masses, at 30 yards from the vessel ; its effect was
most conclusive, shivering them to atoms, rending that to which we
were attached, and which was 07 feet thick on the outer and .''>5 feet on
its inshore edge, asunder, without the concussion being very mucli felt

on board. All hands were em))loyed in floating the loose ice into the

water, having vainly attempted to force the ship tln'ough, aided by a

strong wind, and a ninc-ineii hawser brought to that patent capstan

(such resistance from merely this slndgc is incredible), which work was

continued until the afternoon of the 1 Kb, when all was drifted away,

leaving a snug harbour 40 yards in width, flanked by heavy grounded

floes, forming an excellent protection. The rudder was now hung, in

anticipation of a start on the following morning ; but at 1 1 p.m. the

wind freshened from the W.N.W., bringing the whole pack down
upon this coast, filling onr little harbour with loose and small ice

its entrance being too narrow to admit the large pieces ; an enormous

floe, however, carried away one of our flanks, but without disturbing

the vessel in the slightest. At daylight on the morning of the 1.5th,

these expectations were sadly blighted, it blowing hard from W.N.W.,
with sleet and snow ; nor was a drop of water to be observed in any

direction, and the ice apparently as firmly fixed as in the depth of

winter. The rudder was again unhung, which, with the thermometer

at 14 degrees, scarcely afforded any probability of its being resbipped

this season. In the course of the forenoon Messrs. Court (second

mate) and Newton (ice-mate) were sent to examine the coast and the

state of the ice to the eastward of Point Colquhoun, distant about

four miles. Their report was such as to confirm the opinion previously

entertained, with this consolation, that the position we which occupied was

better than any they had seen, as the ice to the eastward was much

larger and more massive than that we were encompassed by. The soil

on this coast is composed of gravel and limestone, and in the valleys

near the beach the quantity and richness of the moss is quite sur-

prising ; but, on reaching the first range of hills, about a mile distant,

a more sterile landscape never met the eye. The whole country appears
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nothing l>iit one mass of linjostoiic, without the sliglitest YOgetntion ;

the trnccs of nnininls, so niinicrous If) rnilos further west, are nowhere

in this harreu ground to he met \\ith.

On the 17tlj tlie westerly wiuds ceased, and were succeeded hy one

from the eastward, witli a rise of temi>rrature from II to '21 degrees,

which, hy dayhglii of tlie IJMli, iiad increased to ;}*J, with water

exteiuliiig along the coast three niiUs in width. We immediately

cast oif, and at 7 n.ni. rounded the point, whence the land falls

hack li.S.l'i. Our j)r()gress was slow from many canscH,-— the C()p))er

hcing torn and prnjccting from 4 to 12 inches from the hottoni, light

winds, and an ii'e-encund)ered sea, so that at ',i p.m. our fiuther

advance was arrested hy the i)a(k touching the laud and extending

with ind>roken line to the northward as far as the eye could reach.

Our day's wmk did not exceed 1.") miles, when we were compelled

to make fast to the land ice, which along the whole of this coast is

of the most massive and terrific dimensions 1 have ever witnessed.

There was a little selection of herth on a coast-line nearly straight ; hut

H slight iiulentation, protected east and west hy two large ]>ieces of a

hroken floe 'M) feet ahovc the water, gave hopes of some shelier ; when,

nt (5 p.m., the water and loose ice, whicli was hefore jx'rfectly still,

suddcnlv rushed forward at the rate of two knots an hotu', and, strikiiiji!;

ni^ainst the vessel, forced her from her anchors with such violence that

she was driven astern ujjon a hard point of the floe, which raised her

12 inches ; hut, fortunately, she held until the rush was over, which

swept away our eastern hulwark, hut did no other damage. We then

warped to the western side of the floe, where a snudl sj)ace was hlasteil

for the how, in whicli we quietly remained during the night.

At daylight of the 'JOth, finding the ice loose and drifting, though

a ))erfect calm, a mile and a half an hour to the eastward, we "..st

off, and, laying hold of a large floe-j)iece, were dragged along close hy

the grounded ice, which with some difficulty was avoided by shifting

round the floe as it canted towards us. At noon, having a light air from

the westward, made sail, but soon had reason to regret it, as it

shortly failed, and, the ice filling the land water, it gradually forced

the vessel into the pack, which hitherto we had been so anxious

and careful to nvoid. As tiie only hope of navigating this sea con-

sists in keeping close to the shore, it now became evident that

every exertion must be made by warping to regain the land ; vvhi(!li,

under the circumstances of the ice being in motion, with much that

was small and loose filling up the intervals between the larger y)ieees,

which allowed a secure footing for the men, was difiicult, laborious, and
anxious in the extreme, as with every precaution they frequently fell

in. After seven hours" incessant work, we succeeded, as the night closed,

in reaching a huge and solid floe that had just been upturned, three of
its sides being 2.") feet perpendicular, grounded in 21) fathoms on the
outer edge, and hnving 10-^- upon the inner one, around wliich was scat-

tered much debris, ]r,ivt of its original self that had crumbled from the
pressure against a cliff', up which it had been forced full 70 feet, and
where a large mass was still remaining al)out a mile to the westward of a
cape (Austen), 400 feet in height, which is stratified, and of the same
descrij)tiun as Nelsons Head, wliere we secured for the night.

At davlight uf the 21 ft, a thick foj;, with hail, permitted a very circum-
scribed view

; but as the ice appeared loose in the direction of the cape, at
5 a.m. we started, and, grazing round it within l.i yards, found ourselves
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in a large bay entirely covered with ice, loniird by anotln'r cape tliret

miles S.K., eompellinj; us, nt (i..'iO n.ui., to make last innnecliatcly be-

neath the clitl", the sinnmit of which nearly pluuiiiinj; the hatchways,
rendered our position very unsafe, many fnigments appearing so loose

from the action of frost and water that a slight concnssion would
have brought them down. At I I a.m. the ice eased a little from the
land, when we again euileavoured to force towards the S.E., aided by
ft westerly wiud and warping ; but in the afternoon the fog becanu; so

dense, with an easterly breeze, that we made fast to the land floe ; in whi<'h

a small dock was formed with the assistance of tlie little powder, about a
mile from our forenoon's position, remaining until the morning of the

'2'2nd, when a little progress was nuule towards the S.E., our opera-

tions by warping l)eing brought to a termination. At 1 ]).u\. having
reached the cape (Crozier), upon the south-eastern side of which the ice

was resting, and having secured to a ridge 20 feet in heigth lying at its

base, I proceeded with Mr. Court to its sunnnit for the purpose of exanuii-

ing the coast line towards the S.E. A deep bay, exteiuling .{() miles in

that direction, tilled with ice, which was commencing to move bodily to

the westward, and of a much less formidable character than that we iuul

been subjected to, while what was lying along the shore was small and
widely detached, well re[)aid the toil of ascent. Indeed, since rounding

Cape Austen, it has lost much of its terrible as[)ect, which led to the

inference that we were fairly in Harrow's Strait, and that the main Polar

pack takes a direct line t'rom the last-mentioned cape to the E.N.E., and

that which fills these bays and is carried down Barrow's Strait is the

comparatively small ice which drifts from its southern edge, as we have

invariably remarked that there is a decidedly easterly current, whijh

impels the enormous Polar iloes on that course while the lighter, influ-

enced by wind, is oftentimes setting in an oj)posite direction. This

cape (Crozier) is 2;)0 feet perpendicular, presenting among its debris

many interesting geological specimens ; it is composed of lime and

sandstone, having fossiliferous shells imbedded, also pieces of coal and

petrefactions of wood, identical with what has been met with upon other

parts of this large island and upou the Princess lloval Isles.

At 3.30 a.m. of the 23rd, although not daylight, open water was asct r-

tained to be at hand, from the dark appearance' o^ the horizon to

seaward. The vessel was cast off', and, standing in that direction, we

found we had not been deceived ; the wind during the forenoon coming

from the westward, enabled us to run close along the shore, on whicli

still rested a line of thin ice, remlering the entrance of what appeared

three good harbours inaccessible. The land was much less rugiged,

having small hills gradually sloping to the beach, and large valleys well

calculated for the pasture lauds of animals ; but no particle of driftwood

could be observed,—which article has not been seen, excepting the snudl

chips near the ligneous hills, since rounding Point Kellett, on the

western shore. At 5.30 p.m. our course was nearly obstructed, from

the ice resting upou a point about two miles distant ; the studding sails

were taken in, but ahnost immediately reset, as it gradually o[)ened,

allowing sufficient sj)ace for our passage by topping Uj> the lower l)oonis.

The shore shortly trending nuue to the southward increased our water,

but snow and thick weather, with night coming on, rendered the lanti

not 200 yards distant barely discernil)le ; most anxious, however, at the

2 c
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close of the season to enil)rnce every opportunity of getting to some
place of security, our course was continued with easy canvass, when,

under other circumstances, we should have most assuredly secured for

the night, and at /..'{() p.m., with the lead going, went from 1
") fathoms

upon a mud hank, having only six feet under the how, and at the

distance of 10 feet from the stern only IH inches, while the stern was

in five fathoms. The stream anchor and cahle were laid out,—which

service wns well performed hy Messrs. VVymnatt, Sainshnry, and Court,

it recpiiring four boats in conseipience of the freshening N.W. gale and
pieces of loose ice with snow, whii^h, caking as it reached the water,

formed so thick a coating over its surface, and offered such resistance,

that it was scarcely possible to pull through. However, with clearing

the forehold and warrant- ollicers' store-rooms, and bringing all the

weight abaft the mizcn-mast, at iO p.m. we were enabled to heave off,

and brought up with both bowers in six fathoms and a half. The re-

mainder of the night was occupied in restowing the holds, weighing the

stream-anchor, &c., so that at daylight of tin; 2-lth we were in perfect

readiness to move. On a view of our position, we found that we were

on the N.W. side of a large bay, the eastern limit of which bore N.E.
eight miles (which we subsecpiently found formed the western point of

Banks's Land), and running to the S.S.W. about seven, which was
rapidly fiUing up with ice flowing in before a fresh gale from the Polar

Sea. Still wishing to see if any possibility remained of getting down
Barrow's Strait, we weighed, and stood as far as the ice would allow to

the N.E., when, observing from the crow's-nest no water in that direc-

tion, I determined to make this our winter (piarters, and, having re-

marked upon the south side of the bank on which we had grounded a

well protected bay, Mr. Court was despatched to sound it ; and, shortly

making the signal that there was sufficient water, we bore u[), and at

7 At) a.m. we anchored in four and a half fathoms, and that night were
firmly frozen in, in what has since proved a most safe and excellent

harbour, which, in grateful remembrance of the many perils that we
had escaped during the passage of that terrible Polar Sea, we have
named the " Bay of Mercy," thus finally terminating this short season's

operations, having been actually only five entire days under way. Pre-
parations were now made for housing in, and everything was completed
by October 1, except hauling over the cloth, which was not done that

the daylight should be enjoyed as long as possible, and a saving in

lights effected. On that day, as a precautionary measure, the crew
were placed upon two-thirds allowance of all species of provisions.
Upon the 4th, Mr. Court was sent with a travelling party to connect
our position with that visited by Lieutenant Cresswell in May last,

from which we were only distant 18 miles. On the 7th he returned,
which service completed 'the search around the entire coast line of this
island

; he reported open water a few miles from the shore, which,
gradually extending, reached the cliffs of Banks's Land. Upon the
Gth, as, with two men, he was examining a few miles to the south-
eastward of his tent, the current detached the heavy grounded land ice
from its base, drifting the whole party off shore to the N.W. ; fortu-
nately, being unencumbered with the sledge, they succeeded with diffi-

culty and by much agility, jumping from piece to piece, in regaining
the shore, and that evening no ice could be remarked in the Strait, the
whole being set into the Polar Sea.
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On the lOtli, Mr. Sninslmry (mnto), with n trnvrUina; pnrty, wont to ox-
mnini' nn inh't, whicli appnind to run sonic tlistance to the S.W. Jrom tlui

south side of the hny ; hut tipon the f'oilowinj; dny n'turncd, tindin^ it

cxtcndi'd only 12 tnilcs, the wm . rshoalinj:, until it fiujiiiy tcrniinnti'd in a
large niarsh.whieh, from thciniiiicroiis traces of uniniaUalid wild t'owl, niav
he considered as a favourite resort during the summer. As there aj>peared
much {>;ame in the vicinity, nnd the weather continued mild, shooting
parties under Lieutenant Ore ^well, Messrs. Wynniatt, Court nnd I'iers,

nnd the Marines, under Ser,( uit Woon, were'estahlished in different

directions hetween the !)th and 2;ird ; so that, with what was killed from
the ship, our supply of fresh provisions at the commencement of the
winter consisted of nine deer, r».'i hares, and 14 ptarnii«:;an, all in fme
condition, the former having from two to three inches of tiit.

The weather during the winter has heen nnieh more hoisterous, hut
in each month several degrees more mild than was experienced in the
Prince of Wales' Strait, nearly n degree and a half further south, last

year, which, in conjunction with the aninnds remaining in nund)ers in

this locality the entire winter, must, I suppose, he taken as a proof of
its mildness, although lying exposed to the north-west winds, direct

from the Polar Sea, which, upon our first heing frozen in, led to the
anticipation of having to eneounlir a very severe season. In conse-

quence of our favoured position the crew were enahled to randjle over

the hills almost daily in (juest of game, and their exertions ha|)pily

supplied a fresh meal of venison three times a fortnight, with the ex-

ception of ahont three weeks in January, when it was too dark for

shooting. The small game, such as ptarmigan and hares, heing scarce,

were allowed to he retained hy the sportsmen as private property.

This healthy and exhilarating exercise ke})t us all well and in excellent

spirits during another tedious winter, so that on the 1st of April we
had upwards of l,()U()lhs. of venison hanging at the yard-arms. All

wearing so fair an aspect, and heing desirous of visiting Winter Har-
hour, Melville Island, with the hope of meeting an officer there with

whom arrangements might he made in the event of any accident occur-

ring which would render it necessary to quit the ship, I proceeded on
the II th with Mr. Court (second master) and a sledge party for tliat

port ; hut in consequence of thick weather coming on a few hours after

leaving the vessel, and continuing unintermittingly for several days, we
did not reach until the 28ih. Upon the Kith we ohserved a very lofty

cape, hearing N.E, hy E. 'M) miles, which I have called Queen Victoria,

in honour of her Most Gracious Majesty (the same which had heen

remarked last autumn from the high land near the ship). The land of

the north-east forms the hottom of Lyddon Gidf, while that upon its

western side stretched to the N.W., in one unhroken mountain line as

far as the eye could reach. At Winter Ilarhour we ohtaincd a set of

sights for the purpose of testing our chronometers, which were ascer-

tained to he going exceedingly well ; and, having deposited a notice of

our visit under the same cairn where Jiieutenant M'Clintock left one

last year, upon a large fragment of sandstone, hearing this inscription,

viz :
•' His Britannic Majesty's ships Ilecla and Griper, Commanders

Parry and Lyddon, wintered in the adjacent harhour during the winter

of 1819-20.—A. Pisher, sculpsit," at (» p.m. commenced our return.
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travelling upon flat ice nearly the entire way ; accomplishing in ten

days what occupied eighteen upon the outward trip, and reached the

ship upon the Dth of May, when I had the gratification of receiving the

most satisfactory reports concerning our sanitary condition, and like-

wise that the supply of venison continued abundant, having twenty head

of deer on board. In consequence, the ration of venison was increased

to l|lb. thrice a week, as the crew were hard at work, clearing tlie

holds, collecting and bringing off ballast—the latter a very laborious oc-

cupation, from the large space they had to search over in picking up a

sufficiency of stone to coni|)lete 100 tons, which was not accomplished

until the 'i^th ; after which we commenced watering, obtaining it from
a lake about a mile from the ship, by boring throiigh 7 feet 1 inches

of ice, and cutting a reservoir to receive it, this forming a species of

artesian well, which gave a bountiful snpy)ly, enabling the water to he
completed by the r2th of June, previous to the commencement of the

thaw, which was a great advantage to the crew, as it kept them dry-

footed. About this time flocks of wild fowl, consisting of swans, geese,

and all descriptions of ducks, began to arrive, but, finding no water,

merelv took a flight round the north-west extreme of the land and
returned to the southward ; from which it would appear that the season

is late. Indeed, the land is as much covered with snow, as in the depth
of winter ; nor was it until the 2.5th of the month that any alteration

took place, when small streams commenced trickling down the sunny
slopes of the ravines, and little ponds formed upon the ice.

On the 30th we had an entire day of heavy snow, with one of the

most severe northerly gales I ever witnessed at so advanced a period

of the season ; and upon the 1st of July found that the ice had in-

creased its thickness four inches during the last month, being seven feet

two inches ; a most unusual circumstance, as both at Port Leopold and in

the Prince of Wales' Strait we found a very considerable decrease.

During the month of June the temperature likewise was very low,

showing an average of 31^°. The appearance of the crew, at their

monthly inspection, elicited a more imfavourable report from the sur-

geon than I have hitherto received ; evident symptoms of debility

among the generality of them, and sixteen having a decided scorbutic

tendency, plainly the effect of the late heavy labour in ballasting and
watering ; but as all our work is now on board, their gradual return

to perfect health may be anticipated, without encumbering the sick list.

On the 8th of July, Sergeant Woon, of the Marines, while in

pursuit of a wounded deer, unexpectedly met a couple of musk
hulls, which he succeeded in killing, evincing the most soldier-like

coolness and intrepidity during the entire transaction. Having ex-
pended his ammunition as one of the wounded and infuriated monsters
rushed towards him, he fired his " worm " when at a few yards, but
without much effect. The animal continued his advance, evidently,
however, weak from loss of blood, till he had reached within
six feet, when, putting his head to the ground previous to his final rush,
the ««ergeant, as his last resource, fired his iron ramrod, which entering
behind the left shoulder, passed through the heart and out at the right
flank, dropping him dead at his feet. They are fine animals, whose
gross weight is i ,3;30lbs., and yield, after deducting offal and hunters'
perquisites, 6501bs. of excellent beef j which providential supply was
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most opportune, as our reindeer were expended last week. Two Esqui-
maux huts upon a small islet irj the centre of the bay, and the site of
an encampment on a peaked hill on the western shore of the mainland,
are the only indications we have met with of that extraorilinary and
hardy people having at some period long past inhabited this coast. We
liave now discovered traces of them uj)on all sides of this island ; but
where are they gone? for certainly there is not one upon it at present,

or why should they have quitted an island so abounding throughout
the entire year with game, except, as the Esquimdux interpreter

observes, there may be a great paucity of seals, without which luscious

food they cannot exist ; and this may be the reason, as we have seen

very few.

l)uring the month of July the little thaw, which a temperature falling

to 31° every night and rising only to 31)° and 42° in the day could

effect, has not been much ; but the water draining from the land, rotted

the ice round the entire bay, and detached it from 100 to .'JOO yards

from the shore, so that it has power to move, and only recpiires open
water in the offing to allow of its going out, which joyful event we
entertained hopes of realizing, as upon the 10th of August some lanes

of water were observed to seaward, and along the cliffs of IJauks's

Land there was a clear space of six miles in width, extending along

them as far as the eye covdd reach from the north-west hills, at an

elevation of 1,000 feet; and on the 12th the wind, winch had been for

some time from the northward, veered to the south, which had the

effect of separating the sea ice from that of the bay entirely across the

entrance ; but, shortly shifting to the north, it closed again, and never

after moved. On the 20th the temperature fell to 27", when the entire

bay was completely frozen over, and on the 27th to 19", so that the

whole aspect was cheerless in the extreme, the young ice being two-

and-a-half inches thick, so that the whole bay might be safely peram-
bulated ; indeed, the summer was fairly gone, tor the uplands were all

snow-covered, the wild fowl all departed, and the flowers, which gave

cheerful variety to this bleak land, were all withered. The very season

might be considered as one long sunless day, as since the latter part of

May that luminary had been scarcely visible, or his influence felt, upon
those icy masses which block Barrow's Strait entirely across ; nor do I

imagine'that the Polar Sea had broken up that season, as not a drop of

water had been seen in that direction. During July, and the early

part of August, the crew were daily employed gathering sorrel, of whiclj

there was a great quantity upon tlie hills in this vicinity, and, eaten as

a salad, with vinegar, or boiled, when it resembled spinach, it was found

a most admirable anti- scorbutic, and a great benefit to all, being exceed-

ingly relished ; but that hardy and miserable herbage could not with-

stand this rigorous summer beyond the l.'ith of the month. For

several days the ice had been perfectly stationary and no water visible

in any direction, that along the cliffs of Banks's Land being frozen, so

that 1 felt assured that the winter had fairly set in, and all hopes of any

release this year were totally annihilated, the young ice being five

inches thick.' Having previously determined what course I should

adopt under circunj stances thus unfavourable, upon the 8th of Sep-

tember I announced my intentions to the crew of sending half of

them to England next April, with all the officers not in charge of
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stores, vid Baffin's Bay (taking the boat from Cape Spencer) and the

Mackenzie, detaining the remainder with the hope of extricating

the vessel during tlie summer of 1853, or, failing that, to proceed

with sledges in 1854, by Port Leopold, our provisions admitting of

no other arrangement. Although we had already been twelve months
upon two-thirds allowance, it was necessary to make preparations for

meeting eighteen months more—a very severe deprivation and con-

stitutional test—but one which the services we were employed upon
called for, the vessel being as sound as the day she entered the ice. It

would therefore be discredital)le to desert her in 1 853, when a favour-

able season would run her through tiie Straits, and admit of reaching

England in safety, where the successful achievement of the long-sought

for and almost hopeless discovery of the north-west passage would be

received with a satisfaction that would amply compensate for the sacri-

fices made, and hardships endured, in its most trying and tedious

accomplishment. Tliis statement was well received, and its execution

will, I hope, be csxrried out without difficulty.

On the 17th the wind shifted to the S.S.E., and blew hard, which a

few days earlier might have been attended with favourable results, but
now it had no effect ; the ice, being eight inches thick, was too firm to

be moved ; the sails were consequently unbent, and preparations com-
menced for housing in.

September 2 1th.—This is the anniversary of our arrival. The contrast

is very remarkable. We entered the bay with the temperature at 33°,

and not a particle of ice in it; to-day the thermometer stands at 2°,

with ice which has never moved, and every indication of a very severe

winter.

Upon the 25tli of October closed the hatchways and housed the

vessel over ; it becoming damp and cold between decks, the vapour-
funnels, of which there are five, giving a sufficient ventilation, those

over the hatchways being never closed, carry off all impurities, so that

we enjoy a clear, wholesome, atmosphere below. This has very much
contributed to the excellent preservation of our healths, and the 26th
being the second anniversary of our discovery of the passage, and the
last that we should all be together, the occasion was celebrated by a
small additional allowance of provisions, and an extra glass of grog,

which had the effect of putting all in high spirits, so that the evening
was passed most jovially in singing and dancing.

On November 8th, completed the banking up and other outside work
;

finally terminating our winter arrangements upon the 18th, by covering
the upper deck with 18 inches of snow. The deer for the last few
days have been coming from the southward to their wmter-quarters
among these ravines and sand-hills ; 90 have been met with at one
time, and 40 at another, but so very wild that few have been shot.

Our two seasons' experience show that these animals do not migrate to

the south, as is generally supposed, but bear the extreme rigour of the
climate, and exist upon the scanty herbage, chiefly the dwiirf willow,

from off which they break the snow with their feet, which tapping can
be heard at a considerable distance when the weather is calm, and
frequently leads to their discovery. The hnres and ptarmigan have
also descended from the high ground to the sea-ridges, so that a supply
of game has been kept up during the winter, which has enabled
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a fresh meal to be issued twice weekly, and the usual Christmas
festivities to pass off with the greatest cheerfulness. As it was
to be our last, the crew were determined to make it memorable,
and their exertions were completely successful. Each mess was
gaily illuminated, and decorated with original paintings by our lower-

deck artists, exhibiting the ship in her perilous positions during the
transit of the Polar Sea, and divers other subjects ; but the grand
features of the day were the enormous plum-puddings, some weighing
261bs., haunches of venison, hares roasted, and soup made of the same,
with ptarmigan and sea-pies. Such dainties in such profusion I should
imagine never before graced a ship's lower deck ; any stranger to

have witnessed this scene could but faintly imagine that he saw a
crew which had passed upwards of two years in these dreary regions,

and three entirely upon their own resources, enjoying such excellent

health. So joyful, so happy, indeed such a mirth<^«il assemblage, under
any circumstances, would l)e most gratifying to any officer ; but in

this lonely situation I could not but feel deeply impressed, as I contem-
plated the gay and plenteous sight, with the many and great mercies

which a kind and beneficent Providence had extended towards us, to

whom alone is due the heartfelt praises and thanksgivings of all for the

great blessings we have hitherto experienced in positions the most
desolate which can be conceived.

March 1.—The most dreary and dark time is now passed, and severe

and trying it has been. The cold of the last two months was exces-

sive, January showing a mean of 44", being 17" below the correspond-

ing period last year ; and one day the temperature fell to —6.*)°, and
for 24 hours actually averaged — 62". I should have doubted the

correctness of the thermometer (as no former experience shows so

low a register), had it not been well tested the two preceding winters,

when it only fell to —52" ; but, indr »endent of the glass, the feel-

ings gave unmistakeable evidence of the extreme keenness of the

weather, as, for one entire week, the temperature never rose above

40", the wind being about S.S.W. ; from which quarter, during both

winters, we have invariably felt the greatest cold. I therefore imagine

that in the interior the land must be very lofty, as when the wind
veers to the north, which is directly off the Polar Sea, the glass rises,

showing the highest temperature when it is easterly. These low tem-

peratures have caused much moisture between decks, and, from not

being able to allow a sufficiency of firing to counteract the effect of

the damp atmosphere, it has been materially felt by the crew. The
sick list at one period consequently increased to 1 9,—five being cases of

scurvy, and the same of dropsy; but now happily reduced to 10, and

the surgeon's report, upon the survey of their crew to day, as to their

general state and condition, is as favourable as I could, under all cir-

cumstances, have anticipated. During the last month we have been

employed in gravelling a distance of 800 yards towards the sea -ice, with

the hope of its weakening it, in the event of our being able to move
when the season for navigation arrives. Upon the 3rd, told the men
off that where to proceed to England next month vid the Mackenzie

and Baffin's Bay. They appeared extremely well satisfied with the

arrangement, as 1 explained to them my object was to send home all

who had suffered the most from the severity of the climate, and to
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whom another year might prove exceedingly trying, as well as to re-

tain the most effective men in the event of being detained another

winter. On the 15th the travellers went upon full allowance of pro-

visions, which I have little doubt will, before they are required to

start, get them in good condition.

2 1 St.—The weather has been beautiful during the last week ; the

temperature, which until the 1 6th continued almost daily to fall to

—.56°, on the 17th rose to —27°, the following day to — 14°, and on
the I9th to + 3°, whicii sudden and delightful change, after the

excessive cold of the last three months, is most grateful. The invalids

are rapidly improving, the majority taking a daily airing of from two

to three hours. The temperature at noon to-day, exposed to the sun,

rose to +40", so that the extreme severity of the winter is over ; in fact, to

the present time, April 5th, the temperature daily mounts in the shade

above zero, which, according to past experience, is exceedingly mild, and
may be considered indicative of .an early break up of the ice. God
grant such may be the case ! On the 1 5th it is my intention to start

the parties destined to make their way to England, and, from our good
sanitary condition, I feel but little doubt all will safely arrive. A
fatigue party, under the command of Mr. Court, second master, will

accompany Lieutenant Haswell for a few days, while John Calder,

captain of the forecastle, a trustworthy and zealous petty officer, will

proceed with Lieutenant Cresswell as far as the Princess Royal Islands,

and from the depot there return with as many cases of potatoes and as

much chocolate as can be brought on the sledge, which extra supply

will give an ample allowance of those excellent articles, in the event

of being detained here during the ensuing winter. To this period we
have not lost an individual of our crew, either by accident or disease ;

the officers particularly have enjoyed an immunity from sickness which
is surprising, with the exception of Mr. Sainsbury, mate, who, since

the winter of 1850, has suffered from a pulmonary complaint that has
entirely prevented his participating in the arduous duties of the

travelling parties, or in the more exciting but not less laborious occupa-

tion of hunting over this rugged and severe country, and Mr. Paine,

clerk in charge, who had been a great invalid from rheumatism until

this last winter, when he has made a most rapid and wonderful

recovery, and at presen*^^ is in the enjoyment of more robust health than
when he quitted England. I can attribute our excellent salutary state

to the causes previously alluded to in this narrative, in conjunction with

the bountiful supply of game which a merciful Providence has aided us

with, and has so materially added to our otherwise scanty rations, as

well as the excellence of all species of our provisions, which are certainly

of the best description I ever met with, more particularly the superior

quality of the lime-juice, which, as an antiscorbutic has proved most
inestimable, with the preserved meats supplied by Messrs. Gamble,
which, for weight, exemption from bone, and excellence, rank in the

very highest scale ; and that invaluable vegetable, the preserved potato,

manufactured by Edwards. Sir, I have nothing more to add to this

narrative, except to state, that I forward a list of game killed, and a
monthly mean of the meteorological journal, which has been registered

every alternate hour since leaving England by the respective officers of

the watches, and carefully arranged and tabulated by Mr. Court (second
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master), which complete Tables, I hope, with other interesting observa-
tions, to be enabled to carry safely home in the ship.

And, having particularized the officers in the various services they
have been employed upon, 1 cannot conclude without expressing the
extreme satisfaction that the crew have given me upon all occasions,

when, in the perilous passage of the Polar Sea, activity, energy, and
arduous duty were required, as well as during this long period of
inactivity ; they have been characterized by cheerfulness, propriety, and
good conduct, which fully entitle them to the most favourable consider-

ation of their Lordships.

I have the honour to be. Sir,

Your most obedient humble Servant,

ROBERT M'CLURE, Commander.

Bay of Mercy, Baring's Island, April r>, 18.03.

Lat. 74° 6' 30" N. ; Long. 1 18° 15' 0" W.
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TABLE,
Showing the Mean Height of Barometer, with the Temperature of

the Air on board Her Majesty's ship Investigator, from August,

1850, to March, 1853:

Barometer. Tern perature of Air.
Year and Month.

Maxi- Mini- Maxi- Mini-
mum. miun. Mean. mum. mum. Mean.

1850.

August .

.

30-060 29^390 29-751 +50 +27 +36-5
September •650 •470 •709 -^46 - 1 i-20-2
October .

,

•180 •380 -861 + 24 -23 + 0-2

November •270 •160 •739 4- 7 -32 — 10-2

December •560 •480 •978 - 4 —40 -23-4

1851.

Jnnunry .

.

570 •400 •885 -15 -51 -32^5

February.. •630 •030 •958 — 9 -51 -37-7
March •720 •338 •f)46 - 5 -51 —28-8
April •610 •410 30^037 +38 -32 - 4^8

IMay •600 •560 •023 +47 — 5 + 18-9

June •150 •470 29-837 +53 +27 +36-1
July •090 •450 •756 +52 +32 +37-5
August .

,

•400 •390 •865 +52 +21 +37-6
September •270 •450 •876 +43 + 1 +24-6
October .. •200 •300 •877 +•26 -22 + 3-3

November •750 •630 30097 + 10 —40 -15-2
December •810 •490 •016 + 11 -44 -20

1852.

January .

.

•600 •280 29841 + 8 —51 -27-3
February 31-000 •070 •777 - 1 -47 —25 8

March 31000 •410 30-082 + 5 -52 -28-4
April 30-430 •520 •164 +31 -38 - 1-4

May •250 -600 29.987 +37 -25 + 10-2

June •100 •430 •758 +51 + 11 +31-5
July •000 •370 •749 +52 +30 +36-7
August .

.

•170 •400 •816 + 52 + 19 +33-2
September •100 •070 •785 +38 - 4 +20-1
October .

.

-300 •410 •986 + 16 -33 - a-6

November •680 •460 •978 + 9 -43 — Hi-5

December •670 28-970 •944 — 4 -48 -26^1

1853.

January .

,

30^120 29-180 29-748 -16 —iifi -43-87
February •580 •400 30058 -13 -57 -38-50
March •720 •540 •048 + 17 —58 -25- 4

3-5

3-6

2-0

3-1

2-5

3-1

2-2

3-5

3-0

2-8

31

1-8

3-5

3^4

3^1

20
2^5

2-6

31
2-9

2-9

3-6

2^2

31
3^7

4^05

2^50

2-30
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YEARLY ABSTRACT.

1850. 1852.

Barometer. Barometer.
Maximum .. 30-650 Maximum • • • • 31-000

Minimum 29-1 f)0 Minimum .. 28-970

Mean • • • •

Air.

29-828 Mean

Air.

2990G

Maximum • • • • +5 Maximum .

.

+52
Minimum • f • —40 Minimum . • .

.

-52
Mean

1851.

Barometer.

4-6() Mean

1853.

Barometer.

+0-05

Maximum • • » • 30-750 Maximum • • • • 30-72

Minimum • • • • 29-030 Minimum • • • • 29180

Mean

Air.

29-934 Mean

Air.

29-960

Maximum • • • • + 52-0 Maximum • • • f + 17

Minimum • t «

•

-510 Minimum • t • • —65
Mean • « • • 4-1-58 Mean • I I « —35-92

ROBERT M'CLURE, Commander.
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BETTS'S FAMILY ATLAS,
OF GENERAL AND PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY,

INCLUDING A COPIOUS INDEX OF NEARLY FIFTY-FIVE THOUSAND NAMES.

Elegantly but substantially Half bound in Turkey Morocco, price

Three Guineas.

The President of the Royal Geoorapiiical Society, in his annual address

to the members, in speakinjj of this Atlas, says :
—" Mr. IJetts has published an

Atlas containing? some New Features, and rendered extremely valuable by a

most copious Index comprising nearly 00,000 names of places. In addition to the

latitudes and longitudes usually given, there is an arrangement, by reference to

which, the situation of any required place can be easily learned, &c., &c. Several

entirely new maps of India, Canada, Polynesia, &c., are also introduced."

The great advantage of the mode of reference alluded to in the foregoing para-

graph, and which is peculiar to this Index, can only be fully appreciated by those

who have frequent occasion to consult an Atlas. By means of it, the eye is almost

instantaneously directed to the point of the map where the name appears, and tiie

whole object is usually accomplished in less time than is necessarily expended in

ascertaining the projeclional proportions of a map, preparatory to reference on the

old system.

In the present edition of the Atlas, a large number of new and highly important

maps have been introduced (making in all Sixty-fouk), and the whole work has

undergone a thorough and careful revision. The Maps of Encjland, Wales,
Scotland, and Ireland, are on an unusually large scale, and extraordinary care

has been exercised in order to exhibit the various lines of Railroad with minute-
ness and accuracy: the Turnpike and principal Cross-roads, Mountains, Rivers,

Canals, &c., are also carefully delineated ; and some idea of the elabonite character

of the work may be inferred from the fact, that the Map of England and Wales alone

contains nearly 0,000 names.

The Maps of the British Colonies are also on a large scale ; and a continuous
care will be maintained to introduce all new discoveries and settlements as they may
occur ; and the proprietor feels confident that no work of the kind, either as respects

price or quality, will be found more deserving of public favour.

BETTS'S GEOLOGICAL MAP
OF ENGLAND AND WALES,

INCLUDING SCOTLAND AS FAR NORTH AS EDINBURGH, AND A
PORTION OF IRELAND.

This beautiful Map has been compiled with great care, and is accompanied by a
Treatise written expressly as a companion to it, by G. K. Richardson, F.G.S., of
the British Museum. It is illustrated by nearly one hundred cuts of the most
remarkable fossils, &c., found in the various strata, and is intended to afford assist-
ance to those who have not long studied this interesting science.

Size of the Map, 3 ft. 5 in. by 2 ft. 8 in. Price, mounted on cloth in a cover suitah/e
for the library table, 28s. ; or on a Mahogany ledge and roller, and varnished, 31.v. Gd.
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BKTTS'S

NEW MAP OF ENGLAND AND
WALES.

Engraved upon StrrI, nnd mrtimring

2 ft. a ill. by 'I ft. 1 in.

Thin clnbornte and henutif'ul Map ha»i

been compiled with extraordinary cure

nnd l;il)()ur ; the nniount of population,

and tile annual value of real property,

in eaeh place, hein^f the Htanditrd on

whieh tlie eoinpil.ition has liceii based
;

l)oth of whieh have been extracted from

the Pahliamkntaky Riiturns. It

contains the niiines of no fewer than

H,{>()0 Towns. Villa>?i'S, &e. ; and the

various lines of Railroad, the Turnpike
and principal OroNS lloads, navigable

Rivera, CanaU, &c., have been laid

down with great care and clearness.

Mounted on cloth, in case . . .Is.

Ditto, on black ledge, roller,

und varnished i)s.

BETTS'S

NEW MAP OF IRELAND.

Of the same Size and Price ns the above

Map of England.

This is an accurate reduction of the

splendid Map recently engraved under
the superintendence of the Railway
CoMM[SSIUNKKS OF IllEI.ANU. Thc
matter has been compiled from the

Paumamlntaky Rf.tuuns, on the same
principle, and with the same care, as

the preceding Map of England, so that

the publisher can with conlidence recom-
mend it as the best Map of Ireland, of

its size, that has hitherto appeared.

BKTTS'S

TOURIST'S MAP OF SCOTLAND.

Of the same Size and Price as the above

Map of England,

BETTS'S

NEW RAILWAY «c COMMERCIAL
MAP OF ENGLAND ft WALES.

Engraved upon Steel, and vieasuring

3 ft, by 2ft, (i in.

This beautiful Map, from its remark-
able clearness, is p:irticularly adapted

to the use of the Commercial, Tka-

vf.i,i.»;r and Tourirt, nii well as from
its embracing all (he ditVerent liiieH of
Railroad, the Turnpike, and principal
CroMN RoudH, Uftvigablo Rivern, CanaU,
&c.

Mounted on cloth, in case . Tt, Od.

Ditto, black ledge, roller,

and varnished . . . . 10 6

Ditto, nuihogany, ditto 1:)

BETTS'S

NEW MAPS OF INDIA,

Size 2 ft, 5 m. bij 2 ft. 2 in. Price, on
ctoth, in case, <i,». iid. ; on roller und
varnished, H)s, iiil.

Including Birmah, the Punjaub, and
the greater part of .>\Hghanistan and Be-
loochistan. Compiled from the latest

authorities, and allowing the projected

lines of Railroad.

BETTS'S

INTERROGATORY MAPS.
Each accompanied hij a Hook of Exercise.i

;

price, fitll coloured, including the Hook,
l,v. 6^/. ; on cloth, in rase, 2ii, (id, ; on
roller, and varnished, Us. (id. : size,

2 ft. 2 in. by I ft. 11 in.

These Maps offer a novel, and most
valuable method of comtnunicating (leo-

graphical instruction ; wh'cli needs only

to be generally known, to be appreciated.

The distinguishing characteristic of the

Maps is, that they have no names on
them ; numbers being ailixed to the

principal towns, &c., as well as to the

more important physical features: these

numbers correspond witii numbers at-

tached to the Exercises which accom-
pany the Maps, and by the arrangement,
a system of practical instruction is de-

veloped, which, wliilst it lightens the

labour of tiie teacher, engages the at-

tention, and insures tlie progress of the

pupil.

The interrogatory Maps are equally
adapted to tlie use of either public or
private schools, and for home education
they will be found invaluable. They
are boldly, but not vulgarly engraved,
and have the physical features clearly

and carefully delineated.

Europe, Asia, England, Scotland and
Ireland, are published; other Maps are
in a forward state.
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BETTS'S

IMPROVED EDUCATIONAL
MAPS.

Size, excjbtsive of margin, 2 ft. 2 in. hy

I ft. II in. Price, full coloured, \i.6dt;

on cloth, tM case, 2«. 6d. ; oti rollfir, qncf

varnished, 3s. Qd. ,•,,., |.,

These Maps have been engraved ex-
pressly for the purpose indicated by
their title. "They tire boldly, but beau-
tifully executed upon steel; and the

physical featureis are accurately as well

as very dutin^stly marked. The names
introduced are not so numerous as

iitaterialfy to interfere with the physical

irtogntphy, and by a combination of

arrangemints, the domparative import-
ance of towns is made strikingly ap-
parent ; and it will be seen that, by the

plan adopted, more distinctness and
effect are produced than will be found
on many maps of much larger dimen-
sions. It is also hoped that the low
price at which the maps are offered to

the public, will prove no small recom-
mendation to them.

T England, Scotland, Ireland, Europe;
Asia, Palestine, the Eastern aitd 'West-

em Hemispheres are published ; Africa
and America are in a forward state.

M
BETTS'S •iV,

LARGE EDUCATIONAL MAP
OF EUROPE.

This Map has been constructed upon
the same principle as the smaller series

of Educational Ma?s, by the same
publisher, but is bolder in proportion to

its increased size. The same arrange-
ments for giving prominence to places in

accordance with their importance, and

for rendering the physical features

striking and effective, are here carried

oat; and notwithstanding the supe-
riority of the map, the price ia such
as shoidd render it available for every
village school.

Sizf, Ift. 2 in, by 3 ft. 3 in. Price,

indinUd on cloth, with roller, \0». 6d.

;

ditto, varnished, I2s.

i-f-?
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it
BETTS'S

IMPROVED OUTLINE MAPS.

Sixe, 2 ft. 2 in. by Ift. 11 in.

These Maps have the physical features

very distinctly marked, and the situa-

tions of the principal towns are shown'

by signs, indicating their comparative

importance. Price 9d. each.

England, Scotland, Ireland, Europe,

Asia, the Eastern and Western Hemi-
spheres, are published ; Africa and Ame-
rica are in a forward state.

^'[pj'
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,v^j>: BETTS'S

GibCRAPHIOAL SLATES.

Each slate has two outline maps
permanently engraved upon it, and is

accompanied by two corresponding icey

maps mounted on a mill-board; size of

slate 13 in. by 11.
1- i

-

Price; with Key, 28. "u'S'-

They may be had as follows t*"'^^

ENGLAND AND THE WORLD. I

EUROPE AND ASIA.

UNITED STATES AND ENGLAND.
SCOTLAND AND IRELAND.
AFRICA AND AMERICA.
UNITED STATES AND. THE WORLD.

-It

Just Published,

A TOUR THROUaH THE BRlttfeH tfdtiOlliilS,
Forming an amusing and instructive Round Game: with a Box of Travellers, &c.,

complete. Price Six Shillings.

BETTS'S PORTABLE CLOBE.
This Globe is about sixteen inches in circumference ; and is constructed of paste,

board, so contrived, that it can be laid perfectly flat ; or, in lees than a minute, can
be made t6 form a sphere. It is engraved very distinctly ; and being intended for

children, ii not overcrowded with names. It is accompanied by sheets of diagrams,
illustrative of the more striking phenomena connected with the earth,—as the
changes in the" seasons, the causes of eclipses, the phases of the moon, &c., &c.

;

lalso, with #book, explaining these phenomena in a concise and aimple #ay, adapted
to the capoteity of a child. , ' '

Tho whole enclosed in a neat pasteboard box. Price 3*. 6rf.

i
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