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First Baptist Church
OF HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA.

Organized September 30th, 1827, with Seven Members, as
follows, all since deceased:

Lewis Johnston, M. D. J. W. Nutting.
Mrs. L Johnston. Mrs. J. Johnston.
Miss E. Tremain Miss S. Grant.

John Ferguson.

From the organization until April, 1887, the Church
worshiped in the Stone Chapel on Granville Street,
and was known as the " Granville Street Baptist
Church." On April 10th, 1887, religious services were
held for the first time in the building now occupied
by the Church on Spring Garden Road.

PASTORS.

Rev. Alexis Caswell, D. D.,
October 7th, 1827, to 22nd July, 1828.

Rev. H. K. Green,
Aug. 30th, 1829, to 5th March, 1831.

Rev. E. a. Crawley, D. D.,
1831 to 1839 ; 1848 to 1853.

Rev. D. N. Sheldon, D. D.,
March, 1840 to 1842.

Rev. Joseph Belcher, D. D.,

Nov. 1, 1844 to 1847.
X

Rev. David Freeman, M. A.,
May 14th, 1855 to 1858.

Rev. W. H. Humphrey, M. A.,
Nov. 14th, 1858, to March 12th, 18621

Rev. John Pryor, D. D.,
1863 to 1867.

Rev. Edward Manning Saunders, I). D.
Sept. Ist, 1867, to Sept. 15th, 1881.

riiHil



Rev. Alexander MacArthur,
Sept. 18th, 1881, to June 10th, 1884.

Rev. William Henry Oline, B. D.
Dec. 28th, 1884, to May 1st, 189().

Rev. Henry Francis Adams,
Dec. 5th, 1890 to May, 31st, 1892.

Rev. Arthur Crawley Dhute, B. D.,
Nov. 4th, 1892 to

DEACONS.

[From organization to present.]

J. W. Nutting. Lewis Johnston.
Richard Creed. George J. Creed.
John Slayter. William Verge.
E. G. W. Greenwood. J. W. Johnston.
S. Selden. John Whitman.
James Coppin. T. H. Rand.
Alex. Robinson. William Ackhurst.
L. S Payzant.

"

E D. King.
D. McN. Parker. R. N. Beckwith.
R. T. Blair. W. C. Delaney.
B. H. Eaton. John Burgoyne.

CLERKS.

[From organization to present.]

John Ferguson. Charles Waterman.
John Pryor. John Whitman.
John Slayter. R. N. -Beckwith.
George J. Creed. John Y. Payzant.
William Ackhurst. B. H. Eaton.

8. 8. SUPERINTENDENTS.

J. W. Nutting. E. G. W. Greenwood.
S. Selden. John McVean.
R. N. Beckwith. T. H. Rand.
J. E. Irish. E. D. King.

J. Burgoyne.
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CHURCH OFFICERS AND STANDING COMMITTEES,

Rev. a. C. Chute, B. D Pastor.

DEACONS.
Elected. Term expires.

Hon. D. McN. Parker Nov. 29, 1861. 1803.

R. N. Beckwith ..... '* " 1894.

L. S. Payzant Mar. 18, 1874. 1895.

E. D. King *' " 1896.

R. T. Blair Aug. 31, 1883. 1897.

B. H. Eaton " 5, 1892. 1898.

J. Burgoyne '* * 1899.

By resolution of Aug. 5th, 1892, the number of
deacons was fixed at seven, the term of service to be
seven years, one retiring each year in the order of
appointment.

COMMITTEE OF SUPERVISION OF CHURCH BUILDING.

Deacons R. N. Beckwith and E. D. King.

TRUSTEES.

Incorporated by act of legislature under the name of
"The Trustees of tLe First Baptist Chnrch,
Spring Garden Road, Halifax."

[Term three years, three retiring each year.]

E. D. King. H. H. Read.
L, S. Payzant. Hon. D. McN. Parker.
B. H. Eaton. W. C. Delaney.
A. L. Wood. Hon. W. Graham.

J. Burgoyne.

E. D. King Treasurer.
B. H. Eaton Clerk.
George Burgoyne Chorister.
Alexander McEachen Sexton.

m
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: STHNDINQ C0IVIIV1ITTEES FOR 1893.

FINANCE COMMITTEE. *

W. F. Parker. , E. D. King.
W. C. Delaney. Dp. H. H. Read.
William Holloway. W. W. Kenney.

t. g. dunlap.

COLLECTORS OF SABBATH OFFERINGS.

James Halliday ; alternate, John Burgoyne.
John Toale, " C. M. Woodworth.
Charles E. Puttner, ' Dr. A. J. Mader.
E. S. HuBLEY, " Richmond Kennedy.
Elijah Richardson. " J. H. Barnstead.

PEW COMMITTEE.

W. F. Parker. John Burgoyne.
James Halliday.

^.

USHERS.

R. N. BeckWITH. H. S. Freeman.
James Wood. Joseph D. Spencer.
Elijah Richardson. John H. Barnstead.

I,

MUSIC COMMITTEE.

R. M. King.
•Charles S. Barss.

H. L. Beckwith.
W. F. Parker.

AUDITORS.

K. N. Beckwith. L. S Payzant.
T. G. DUNLAP.



CHURCH LIBRARY.

On March 8, 1892, a letter was placed before the
Church from Miss M. E. Selden (now Mrs. M. P. Free-
man), asking the Church to accept 47 bound volumes
of the Christian Messenger, '* to form the nucleus for a
library of Biptist literature." These volumes embrace
the entire issue of the Messenger from its establieh-
ment in 1837 until its amalgamation with the Chris-
tian Visitor in 1884. It was thereupon resolved by
the Church that their hearty and sincere thanks be
given to Miss Solden for her generous gift, the value
of which was highly appreciated, and that the same
be accepted for the purposes intended. Hon. Dr.
Parker, B. H. Eaton and E. D. King were appointed a
committee to carry forward the work of establishing
guch library. Since their appointment the Messenger
and Visitor from 1885 to 1891, inclusive, has been
bound and added to the library, and almost a complete
set of the minutes of the Nova Scotia, New Brunswick
and Prince Edward Island Associations and minutes
of the Baptist Convention has been collected. A suit-

able book caiL;e has been procured and placed in room
No. 6 in the vestry.

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFICERS.

J. BuRGOYNE Superintendent.
John Toale Secretary-Treasurer.
W. L. Barnstead,^

LibrariansWilliam Yates i

i^imarians.

Miss E. M. Beckwith Organist.

The nnnrjerical strength of the school at the close of
1892 was 175, including teachers and officers, with an
average attendance during the year of 1()9. The school
is divided into 15 classes. $97.62 was contributed by
classes for missionary and general purposes. Steps
are in progress to secure increased accommodation for
the primary class, which is recognized as the most im-
portant department of the school, and the problem of
the retention of young men in the school is receiving
attention. To all into whose hands this book shall
come, of whatever age, a very cordial invitation is



given to attend this school and unite each Sunday-
afternoon at 3 o'clock in the studj^ of the Holy Scrip-
tures, which are able to make " wise upto salvation."
Let the Sunday School be regarded as the Sunday
afternoon m meting of the church and congregation for
Bible study and not as simply a school for children.

A880CIATIONAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE.
Members appointed to the Associational District

Committee for the County of Halifax :

Rev. a. C. Chute. J. Bubgoyne.
E. S HuBLEY. B. H Eaton.

BAPTIST YOUNG PEOPLE'S UNION.

Miss Sarah L. Norton ... .President-
|;

William F. Parker Vice-President. ^ '

C. M. WooDWORTH Treasurer.
Miss IsoBEL Eaton Recording Secretary. V -

Miss Helen T. Moody— Corresponding Secretary. .,

Miss M. A. Richardson Organist. '
'

The report of the Union for 1892 shows that their
devotional meetings have been well sustained through-
out the year, increasing the ardour of active members / - >

and awakening in the hearts of associate members a
desire to love and serve Christ. The Social and Mis- •;. .

sionary departments have done good work and the
sick have been visited. Patients in the Victoria
General Hospital, inmates of the Poor's Asylum and . : •

members of the church set aside by illness, were
ministered to. The area and extent of the work may \ "'.

be judged by the fact that 1,104 visits were made in ' ; f

^

the year, and 646 books, papers and magazines were
distributed, besides othf^rs of which no record was i

kept.

WOMEN'S MISSION AID SOCIETY.

Mrs. P]. M. Saunders President.
Mrs. a. C. Chute 1st Vice-President.
Mrs. Allison Smith .2nd Vice-President.
Mrs. Levi Hart .Treasurer.
Miss Fanny Parker . Secretary.

ii:
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. RELIGIOUS SERVICES.

. SUNDAY.

Preaching services at 11 a. m. and 7 p. ni. Sunday
sjjfc^Bte^^: School in Vestry at 3 p. ni. Lord's Supper on the first

Sunday of each month at the conclusion of the morn-
ing service, except in January, April, July and;

. October, when it is observed in the evening.

^ MONDAY.
* ' Pastor and wife at home, 28 South Park Street, to

receive their friends every Monday evening.

;
TUESDAY.

Monthly Business Meeting held on the Tuesday
next after the Lord's Supper, at 8 p. m. Women's
Weekly Prayer Meeting at 3.30 p. m.

S WEDNESDAY.
Regular Church Prayer Meeting at 7.45 p. m.

FRIDAY.
Young People's Union Met^ting every week except

the Friday next before the observance of the Lord's
Supper at 7.45 p. m. Monthly Conference Meeting
on Friday evening next preceding the observance of
the Lord's Supper at 7.45 p. m. Deacons' meeting
same evening at 6, and at other times as occasion re-

quires.

^ Persons desiring to unite with the Church by
baptism or experience are requested to meet the pastor

^ and deacons in the pastor's study. Room 5, on the
evening of the Conference Meeting at 7 o'clock.

Any persons residing in the south end or centre of
the city who are members of Baptist Churches else-

where, and into whose hands this comes, are hereby
urged to secure their letters and connect themselves
with us. By so doing gain will come to themselves,
to our church and community, and to the cause of
God in general. None can afford to remain outside
the warmth of a church home.

Strangers warmly welcomed to all our services.
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MONEYS RAISED DURING THE YEAR 1892.

•<>eneral Expenses of the Church $2,949 06
Convention Fund and Carey Centennial. . .

.

'861 03
Buildine Fund 365 41

Poor's Fund • 123 99
Sunday School 97 87
Women's Mission Aid Society 65 50
Mite Society 10 44
Newfoundland Relief Fund 59 05
North-West and Manitoba 14 33
Retina. . . , 10 19
Infants' Home 18 00
Halifax Dispensary 7 85
Halifax County Mission 1 23

$4,584 95

METHOD OF CHURCH SUPPORT.

The sittings in our house of worship are free. The
church is sustained by weekly offerings voluntarily
made. Any who desire to become weekly contributors
or who wish to make a special contribution are referred
to the Treasurer, E. D. King. Offerings are made
chiefly by envelopes, which can be received at any
time from the Treasurer. It is the aim to have every
member of the church receive the blessings which
come from systematic giving for the support qf the
Gospel.

OFFERINGS FOR OTHER OBJECTS.

Offerings are given for the carrying forward of
denominational work on the first Sunday of each
month by envelopes furnished for the purpose. These
offerings go to form what is known as the " Conven-
tion fund," and are appropriated as follows : Home
Missions. 33 per cent. ; Foreign Missions, 25 ; Acadia
University, 20; North-West Missions, 8; Ministerial
Education, 5; Ministerial Relief and Aid, 5; and
Grande Ligne Mission, 4.
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO PAY OFF DEBT ON CHURCH BUILDING.

The church was opened in 1887 with a deht of
$15,000, which has been red need to $11,000 by pay-
ments each year (except 1892) of $1,000. It is our
purpose to pay $1,000 a ye#r till all is paid. Con-
tributions for this object are given quarterly by-
envelopes, on the second Sundays of January; April,
July and October,

. SPECIAL COLLECTIONS. !

For Infants' Home (Thanksgiving Day), Halifax
Dispensary.

;v D OF THE DEACONS, ^

As Adopted by this Church September 6th, 1892.

As taught by the New Testament (Acts vi : 1-6) :

—

The Distribution of the Poor Fund among the poor
of the Church.

As dictated* by convenience and the necessity of
having a standing committee for the purposes
named

:

. 1. Distribution of the bread and wine at the Lord's
Supper.

2. Examination (with the Pastor) of candidates for
baptism.

3. Attending to details of service necessary at
baptism, and calling in the aid of sisters when needed.

4. Providing and preparing the table for the Lord's
Supper.

5. To act as a Committee of Supply of the pulpit
during the Pastor's vacation or illness or temporary
absence.
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6. To take over, in conjunction with tiie Pastor,
the duties at present performed by the membership
committee, that is to say, to consider and report upon
all matters pertaining to the membership of the
Church.

7. To provide some one to lead the social meetings
in the Pastor's absence.

8. To decide questions relating to proposed use of
the church buildings other than for ordinary pur-
poses.

9. To provide for proper religious services at
funerals of members of the church and congregation
in absence of the Pastor.

10. To act as a Supplementary or Einergency Com-
mittee in matters not entrusted to any special or
other committee of the Church.

PASTORAL SUGGESTIONS.

At the close of Sunday morning services, except
when the Lord's Supper is observed, the pastor will
be in the centre aisle, just near the central entrance
from the vestibule, to meet the strangers who worship
with us. And he will be glad there to put himself in
the way of giving sympathy and help to any who may
allow him^the privilege of conferring with them.

The work of spreading the Gospel calls for contri-
butions of money from every member of the church.
And each one's own best iriterests require that he
should regularly givey just i7i the measure of his
ability. There is no growth in grace without giving,
any more than without praying.

The sisters are requested to make at least one call

each upon some family before or after their Tuesday
afternoon meeting, in this way every home con-
nected with the church and congregation will after a
time be visited by every sister ; and out of this, gain
will certainly come.

_^



Regular attendance at the Lord's Supper is very
desirable ; arrangements are in progress to kcop a
careful record of attendance. Those who rarely join
in the ordinance, while not providentially kept away,
are affectionately urged not to esteem lightly our
Saviour's command: " ThrS do in remembrance of
me" .

' Jareful attention to the wants of the poor and
destitute should ever ch9,racterize a Christian church.
We will do well to be ambitious in this direction. Our
Lord, let us keep reminding ourselves, waits to be
ministered unto in the persons of the needy ; and to
where he thus waits we should swiftly and gladly run.

Sunday school teachers ought closely to follow up
abse.it members of their classes. Regularity of attend-
ance ii3 a matter largely in the teacher's own hands.
Of course the reacher cannot expect regularity of the
scholars if irregular himself.

The mid-week Prayer Meeting of the church can-
not be dispensed with by any memV)er at all able to
attend, without decided damage to the Christian life.

Every brother and sister is therefore urged to regard
the Wednesday evening prayer service as a settled
and perpetual engagement with God and His people,
and to meet it with unfailing regularity unless hin-
dered by a plain call of God in another direction.
Read carefully the ** Prayer Meeting Rules" on
another page, and act upon them in so far as they ap-
pear worthy of being followed.

The pastor desires to be promptly informed of the
coming of new families to the community ; also of
cases of sickness. Sometimes persons are sick for two
or three weeks, and wonder why the pastor does not

^ call, when he knows nothing of the cases, because no
' one has been careful to inform him, and he has not
happened to learn.

At the close of Sunday services and prayer meet-
ings the members will find it profitable to postpone
for a little their conversation with more intimate
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friends they often see, and ^ive attention first to
stranpjers, and those who are seldom amon^ ns. By-
such a practice some who would otherwise drift away
will he hf»ld People delight to return into an atmos-
phere they have found to he warm and p^eni.?.!.

Permit the suggestion that each memher of the
Church at once look carefully over the memhership
list, marking the names of those who ought to be
visited, and then go as soon as circumstances will
allow, and make the calls. There is often neglect of
some of the easiest and most efficient ways of getting
access to people to assist them.

iisr Please do not throic this book aside,
at hand for reference. Keep it at hand as
reminder of your duty to those about you.
carefully to carry out whatever of u^neful
it contains. We imist make our Church
power' for Gospel extension.

but keep it

a constant
Endeavor
suggestion
a groioing

'**»Vtei
ij»i^

RULES FOR OUR PRAYER MEETINGS.

PREPARED BY THE PASTOR.

" Lord, what a change within us one short hour
Spent in Thy presence will avail to make .'"

1. Come ! Come always if you can ; if you can't

come always, come frequently ; if you can't come fre-
* quently, come occasionally Don't go to lectures and
concerts if you don't go to prayer meetings. Have a
consecrated umbrella.

2. Come bringing someoine else, A good place for

you is a good place for your neighbor or visitor.
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3. Come eni^ly. You lose and make others lose by-

tardiness. But if you can't come early, come as early
as you can. . .

4. Come praying. What you give a meeting pnd
get from it depend much upon what you take to it.

Come, not to get tvarmed^ but come warm to get
seamier. Bring a pob of coals, not a cake of ice.

5. Come and take a front seat. You say you can-
not do great things, but are willing to do little things
Then do this. Scatter the coals if you want to put
out the fire ; rake them together if you want heat.
Back seats conduce to carelessnet-s, front seats to
piety.

6. Come to take part. The harder it is for you to-

do this the more reason why you i<hould. Your
humble effort may prove the kindling wood of a great
flame.

Pray, speak and t^ing usually in the line of the
leader's remarks. Concentration produces depth of
impression. Listen so as to hear, and speak so as to
be heard.

fi

7. Come to take part promptly and briefly. It's

your turn right after the leader. If you don't drag,,
the meeting won't. Brevity is the safe side to err on.

8. Come not to act the critic but the Christiayi.
Unpolished words from the heart are better than
polished ones that are pulseless.

9. Come to speak, sing and pray ; and go away to^

Live your religion—to be a better parent, child,,

master, servant, citizen. All can be eloquent iia.

preaching Christ by action if not by speech.
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CHURCH COVENANT.

As we trust that we have been brought by divine
grace to receive the Lord Jesus Christ and by the in-

fluence of His spirit to give ourselves up to Him, so
do we now solemnly covenant with each other, as God
shall enable us, to walk together in brotherly love ;

that we wiM exercise a Christian care and watchful-
ness over each other, and faithfully admonish and
entreat one another as occasion may require ; that we
will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together,
nor neglect the great duty of prayer for ourselves and
for others ; ^*at we will endeavor to bring up such as
may at any time be under our care in the nurture and
admonition of the L )rd, and by a pure and lovely
-example to win our kindred and acquaintances to the
Saviour, to holiness, and eternal life ; that we will
participate in each other's joys, and endeavor with
tenderness and sympathy to bear each other's burdens
and sorrows ; that we wiU seek divine aid to enable
us to live circumspectly and watchfully in the world,
-denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, and remem-
bering that as we have been buried by baptism and
have been raised up from the liquid grave, so there is

on us a special obligation henceforth to lead a new
and holy life ; that we will strive together for the sup-
port of a faithful evangelical ministry among us ; and,
through life, amidst evil report and good report, seek
to live to the glory of him who hath called us out of
darkness into his marvellous light.

< mi-
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