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Text of~ a st'atement made on Qetober 19e 13953, in th~e Third
Committee of the eighth session of the UJnited Nations

~Gnea Asebly, by the Canadianrepresefltative, MrT. G.B.
ý.Sùmesi on agend.a item 28.

P~ ~ A shoul l4ioe tQ compliment the High
i o. miqzioer for ReP.iges~ on the report~ which hi6 bas

presente for our' consîderation. I should 241e in addition
~express the patiQulr pleasure of th~e Carnadin delega-

ti~on for.hing had this opportunity t9 hear from the Highý-.
w ~~ hirmpe$' an acont, of' the. great and gçood work

t#t:# ha ben doîng~ and to e abl to QI £er to him our
sieeip,'preito of the ability and devotion. which he

ýjý,;-acors o hi huranitarian, $asç in wh4cii as L mmber

Ou cwQ~ompliets in respect of thrport are

but as a document in itself. In the, introcionto, the
report and the chapter of' historical background, the High

has I i4 beenwye to set out In simple

-,einn an i t was a wis apprqach for I bei t is

-zd 4 t;tr4q; say that the.px4bJic in m countie, and
pP,4 eve may oficilso govee who-re, or should

1High Commissioner is intended to do and what he i3in
±'act doing. This misapprehension, if such there ha s been,

,Prhp:.u ta.a feln tht problem of 8uch vast
Z , oMjjO.4oiq, ifio eodi a~t at ieond

Sto
.red.



-2-

have been of' the greatest importance. He bas had., it is
Most gratil'ying to note, the help and co-operation off
many governments.

lits other broad task bas been to eek-permnet solutions for the re'uge~e problem by assiIsting
governments and private efflorts. Nedesto say that
permanent solutions - whether repatriation - or ntgr'tion in national oommunities where thd 1r±ugees- &o Iîii
-or migration abroad - can only be solied Wy gcenmnR.epatriat ion, it must vith sadness hb midý fs notsolution lfor many of' these unffrtunate peôop1e QIobviously - and ve were glàd to hear it stressed by~ theIligh Commissioner f'or Refugees - repatriation is théideal theoreticai solutioi,.L.. Ido not think it approprial

nov to go1 into the difl'icult question of' the Palestine
rel'ugees vhich is a special problein and vhich wiii be th£subject off discussion in ainother Ôommittee. With respc
to the extreme views whieh have 1>een put'frwr in' this

~Cômmittee and so ol'ten bel'ore by certain~ Eùropea'aunr
that repatriation is the simple solutioni fo;ti proland indeed that there is. no pxrdblem at alls I o.o

ti that much comment is required. The vast prber vi
wh 1-hI we~ are fa&ed is duie to a fê&r 'f goiXng,ýoe, vma-loes his counitry and woiu1d go home if' he weéýsrfredomthere. Clearly what~ is required is nôtt-tt)

theIlghComisicier bedause he does not force peole tcgo home against their wiii but rather lfor the goenntc n4nd to cete~ conditions whc wnl ,I



As- to the reference toa the high rate of
tuberculosi's 'amongstrefugees quoted by -the-distinguiàhed
representative of the Soviet Union'from an of-ficiai source,
I find'nothing at al surprising Iýn this- stat'èment.
Canada has enjoyed for many years go-od'social services
anid a high living standard. It is not at ail surprising
if persons wýho leaýve their 'own cou.ntries and corne to our
shores and who have lived for years under less satiàfactory
conditions, should include a number-who are not physicaiiy
strong and who may in:ýtime'become ill. The stateme nt to
which the 'reptresentative of the Soviet Union refers and
which was to the effect that the îicidene" or tuberculosis
axnongst displaced persons is two and one haif times greater
than axnongst Canadians, was made by the Ontariorl4inister
of HEalth in 1952. In that year, the death rate from
tuberculosis in Ontario, which has a population of over'
four million, was eight point four 'in one hundred thousand.
If the representative of the Soviet Union or others here
are interested in going into the matter and making a-
comparison of statistics in other countries of the worid,
they wiii fînd that this figure is in fact the very lowest
at any tinie ariywhere in the world. Even if axnong displàced
persons who have corne to our counitry from countries ravaged
by years of war and who have been subi ect to other liard-
ships, the tuberculosis rate in the eariy years after they
arrive should be two and one haîf greater, the percentage
in comparison to world figures remains iow. The Ontario
Department of.Hélath is properiy concerned with keeping
this figure to a minimum.

In addition to activities in the nature of
strictly legal protection or aid, and the seeking ofý%
permanent solutions, the Iligh Commissioner bas had'the
appallingly difficuit task of attemptirig to provide suffit-
ceezt emergency aid to the most needy groups of refugees
Coxning iithin the mandate of lits office. Surely the
conscience of mankind must be moved by the desperate
situation of many thousands of persons living a precarious
existence in camps including sick, aged and infirm, and
chidren. I have heard from Dr. Goedhart himself a simple
lfoving story of a young boy from one such camp who Ùiew
no ~other life and who asked the question "Who are the
People who live in houses?<. We were inde 1 d glad to note
Ini the Rtgh Commissioner 's -staternent tliat prospects for
resettiement of the unfortunate European re±'ugees in China,
of whom a number are completely dependent on the Emergency
?Fxid for a livelihood, are brigliter tlian a year ago,
an of the special efforts which are being made tin regard
to those in camps.* It vas most ericouraging to read tl2at
the generous grant of the Ford Foundatiozis lias been of
Such importance in demonstrating tliat the social assimila-
tio of refugees ta a problem for which solutions can
<b. round.

Permanent solutions and a final end to
tis appalling aituation must remain our aim, In the
Menime, emerieriov a idvill be required and it ta our
eret Aope that the furthler governmental contributions

tO hefund vbich are so Îrgently required ýiill be
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Comrnissioneré The Canadian delegation Is also-happy to
vote for the Resolution A/C.3/L.3ý57/ev.l.and supports'
the appeal for an intensification of efforts for thé soli
tion of the problem of refugees. The.Canadian delegâtioi
is also, in full accord with the need for co-ordination ii
this field between the various organizat ions concerned ii
order thiat duplication rnay be avoided,,and the best r&sl'
obtalned. This resolution invites the ligh Commissioner
to c 'oncern himself in particular with those whose situat'
is especially difficuit and we hope that when the Iiigh
Commissioner cornes to report to us next year that progre.,
wiJll have been made towards a solution of this problem.


