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Poetry.

THE VOW AND THE BLESSING.
(AT A CHILD'S BAPTISM.)

s .

* We will go into the wilderness and sacrifice to the Lord our God,
8 He shall command us, . . . We will go with our young and with
our old, with our sons and with our daughters, with our flocks and
With our herds. . . . For we kinow not with what we must serve the

*d until we come thither.”—Exodus.

Bahe ! go forth—for God hath sealed thee
With the Spirit’s living breath ;
Precious blood drops have anneal'd thee,
Thou art Christ’s in life and death.
On thy brow is traced the token
Of his awful love and woe;
‘Words of pow’r and blessing spoken,
Bid thee fullow him below,

Soldier! gird thine armour on thee,
Cuirass, helmet, shield, and sword ;
Vow of battle is upon thee,—
Be thon valiant in the Lord.

Watch and pray—for those are round thee,
Viewless in their strength and sleight;
Yet that deep-sworn oath hath bound thee

To the Lord of stronger might.

Pilgrim, on! thy road is dreary,
And the storm-clouds gather fast,
Faint thou oft wilt be, and weary,
Ere the wilderness be past,
Rﬁr, until thou comest thither,
Wilt thou know wherewith to serve
Jigs that die—sweet Lopes tliat wither, e
Learn to view with iron nerve.

All that to thy heart is nearest,
Thou must bring and offer there
one—no, not thy best and dearest,
Thy relenting hand must spare.

Dreams, bright as gayest hearts may cherish,
Deck'd in lines that scarce can fade,

All of earth in them must perish—
All at Jesus’ feet be laid.

With tby youthful and thine aged,
T'read the path thy Master trod;
Hix were sorrows unassuaged,
Thine but lead thee nearer God.
Heap not thou the vain earth's treasure,
With thee bring thy flocks and herds;
Offer in no stinted measare;
Pay thy vow in deeds not words.

Tame thy flesh with fast and vigil;
Seek not self in aught to please;

That dread sign, thy Master’s sigil,
Marks thee for no life of ease!

Yet no might of thine o’ercometh:
Christ shall in thee will and do:
When thy last account he summeth,

Christ be all thou trustest to!

And must it be? Must all be given
Back to him who gave thee all?
Must each chain of earth be riven,
Ere thou follow Jesu’s call ?
Even so: thy heart when breaking,
Is the meetest for his shrine;
Then earth’s broken reeds forsaking,
Lean thou on his strength divine.

Raise no bitter lamentation

‘When thy loved in Christ have slept;
Yet weep, for dew of cousecration

Hallow’d tears when * Jesus wept.”
Tbough beloved ones are taken,

Thou hast still the Dearest Friend;
Deem not thy lone way forsaken;

He is with thee to the end.

Hope not thou to pass untainted
Through the world’s polluting breath ;
Ev'n the holiest have fainted
In that atmosphere of death,
Sin-scars, deep and foul, will stain thee,
And thine evil heart betray;
Fashions of vain pride enchain thee.
Pow’rs of hell beset thy way.

Yet despair not! Blood Atoning
Streams from thy Redeemer’s side;
Ome, with penitential moaning,
Live, through faith, in Him who died.
Zice, through that most holy laver,
He hath rais’d thee from the dead;
ek thou his restoring favour,
In the rite, most dear, most dread.

See thy cross: it lies before thee;
.SHan, and bear it after Him,
18 thou art—His banner o’er thee
Guards and lights through pathways dim.
e thine own the martyr’s spirit,
Though no life-blood from thee flow;
f His woe thou dost inherit,
"Tis His mercy-sign below.

=British Magazine., F. M. H.
\

THE DOCTRINE OF CONVERSION.

mpiled chiefly Jrom the ¢ Christian Remembrancer,” by
a Correspondent of * The Church.”)

(Cy

. !::hbe incident relate'd in Acts ix. 3~35, together with
Ersiu:equent effects, is called by the Chu‘xrch the con-
i of St. Paul, and properly so; for.lt was, as the

1ng of the word conversion has been justly defined,

"8 of the will co-existent with the conviction of the

g "‘"’"lding‘. _Commonly, however, there is no word
tura) i:long Christians, which pl:ofessing to be a scrip-
- itsrm, }-las been employed in senses more foreign
Scriptural sense, than this word conversion.

‘:‘nniclosely following human systems of theology, and

imegrnol'ance of the true meaning of Holy Seripture,

files, P;ete_d by the primitive Church,—from forget-

. w: th'ls all-important fuct,-thal the Old Testa-

Gods S given to a chose.n nation wh? _were made

New People through the rite of circumcision, and the

X }stamf:nt to r.egener-ated men who'had put on
to "ande&ms in Baptism, this word conversion has come
even o not or-\ly t."or every o.thcr Christian grace, but
has Oncesilvatwn iself; forin a modern sense, he that

.n"apabl een truly converted to God, is thus made

‘ﬁ!ﬁ ¢ of any subsequent lapse, and is assured of

'_’ﬂl salvation,

] ‘: unfortunate, when Seripture words are wrested

Pleg “:"' ‘Original signification, and Scripture exam-

of Msapplied. It is in this way that the cause

Jur : Yle and vital religion sustains the greatest in-

as Whlen’ on the one hand, mankind are deceived

00 the ot their religion does require from them; and

T

dowy, €r, the errors of Christian professors are set

Siops the enemies of our holy Faith, as the delu-
Ui € religion itself.

Datyy, . CUbtless from the carnal corruption of our

v; fom an indolent disinclivation to travel on the
the ¢ Toad which leads from the Chureh militant to
engagin“fc.h above, from an extreme anxiety to avoid
diﬁicmtg\"’ a struggle which seems so irksome and
gratiﬁcﬂ‘tio 80 _comr:fr_y to those worldly interests and
Oncerpeq D8 1o which we find ourselves intimately
thay thei ’*th?‘ men are willing to be persuaded,
“l‘ict, asr baptismal obligations are by no means so
ther, ant €y have at times been taught to regard

Yer img S0 are ready to trust to any impulses, bow-
glbary, and to rely on any assurances, how-
the to'e c:"f“l, which promise them a victory, without
9nce t::dI‘{lncertalnty of the conflict, and bring them
!’ ing 1, the goal of their Christian course without
IVenin undergo the hardships and hazards of the
desirabl '8 race. Salvation appears to them indeed
: €3 but they cannot make up their minds to
ey WO(::;ld th@f'r salvation with fear and trembling ;"
tl‘&vellin fain reach the promised land, but avoid
gladly s-g through the Red Sea to it; they would
Caryy ¢ 3bout the cross, but yet are unwilling to
Sary iescm“ themselves, that so they may really
it Wondrous mystery.
fee] Wwha tempers such as these (and every man must
Cagy in A proneness there is within him to be thus
to beaye, ¢d and credulous in supposing that the way
%pels gq b Mot so straight and narrow as the Holy
ang , sﬁﬂﬁ{;hat it xs),'the doctrine of an instantaneous
nglish € conversion, as it is taught in the writings
8t Wi Bonconformists, and now commonly under-
iy °ﬂlied| find a ready reception ; a conversion, as it
» brought about in an instant, and effected by

the irresistible operation of the Toly Ghost on the
heart of man; a conversion which, at once, and with-
out any trouble on his part, is supposed to place & man
above all the severe and painful and mortifying condi-
tions of repentance, and to give him an assurance of
the forgiveness of his sins, of acceptance with God,
and of an unfailing continuance in grace; a conversion
of which no man who has really partaken of it, can
entertain any doubts and misgivings, inasmuch as it is
said to be ascertained to him, not indeed by the out-
ward evidence of its subsequent fruits, which is our
Lord's test of the reality of every Christian grace (He
says, “ by their fruits shall ye know them™), but by
some simultaneous, inward and sensible token, com-
municated to the person himself.

Those, who have never taken the trouble to examine
the fact for themselves, but have received it on the
traditional authority of the Religious Tract Society,
and thus have been accustomed to hear this word con-
versiun so frequently and confidently made use of, with
a special and individual application, will no doubt be

ployed in Scripture, in auy sense affording the remo-
test countenance to the use which is made of it in
these days. Out of the very few times in which the
word is found at all in the New Testament, we believe
that there are but two instances where it is applied to
persons who had been previously called to, or brought
within the knowledge of the Gospel; the one in the
18th chapter of St. Matthew, where our blessed Lord
says to his disciples, “ Except ye be converted, and
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the
kingdom of heaven;'’ the other in the 220d chapter
of St. Luke, where He admonishes St. Peter, after his
own conversion, to be mindful * to strengthen his bre-
thren.” But if we cousider how very imperfect was
the conception which those disciples entertained of the
nature of Christ's kingdom, when they eagerly vied
with each other for the possession of that worldly dis-
tinetion which, they imagined, it offered to their en-
joyment; and how grievous was the apostacy of St.
Peter, amounting almost to a total denial of his faith
in his Lord and Saviour! we shall scarcely think that
these cases are parallel with those of members of the
Church in the present day; even if we were not told
in the former instance, that conversion should consist
in a return to the spiritual weakness and simplicity of
an infant, nor even knew in the latter example, with
what tears of penitence, contrition and sorrow, the re-
volting apostle was restored.

Repentance is the Scriptural and post baptismal

have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers
of the Holy Ghost and have tusted the good word of
God, and the powers of the world to come, if they shall
fall away”—that is even in a case of total apostacy—
are describea as being renewed, if they be renewed;
though the apostle argues that “it is impossible™ for
those who have thus entirely lapsed from the faith, to

of grace. And if men would have been content to
adhere to Scripture language, and not bave followed
their own devices, and run after *another gospel”
than that which has been preached, the false spirit of
an instantaneous and sensible conversion would nei-
ther have led astray those who have trusted to its
guidance, nor have rendered others miserable, who
have not been able to delude themselves into a belief
that they have ever experienced its power. The ab-
surdity of an instantaneous repentance, or of a sensi-
ble repentance,—sensible in any other way than that
of which we have before spoken, viz. by its subsequent
fraits,—the absurdity of such notions as these would
have been at onee apparent to the very weakest un-
derstanding: for how could that be said to take place
instantaneously, and to be at once sensibly effected,
which is made up of many distinct and deliberate acts
of the will, the affections, and the understanding:
such as to be convinced of and be sorry for sin, tu be
desirous and earnest after amendment, to have actually
renounced the one,and as actually to have commenced
the other?

But as the example of St. Paul has afforded no in-

cussion, it may be w1l to shew several points of dis-
parity, which must for ever preciude its being alleged
as a precedent or authority at this day.

In the first place, we cannot say that St. Paul had
ever enjoyed the advantage of so much evidence as
was necessary to overcome the strong persuasion of a
Jew, brought up in the belief and certainty of the di-
vine origin of the religion of his fathers. We cannot

perform any miracle; so that the whole force of the
proof, which in this way had been gradually accumu-
lating upon the other apostles during the course of our
Saviour's ministry, was at once to be exerted for the
conviction of this “chosen vessel.” He was destined
himself hereafter to afford, in this very conversion, one
of the most remarkable arguments of the truth of that
religion, of which he had hitherto been so violent an
opposer, as well as to become the chiefest instrument
of its propagation, The circumstances which attended
this sudden change in the furious persecutor of the
early Church, were made evident to others as well as
to himself; *the men that journeyed with him stood
speechless;'" for they saw the light above the bright-
ness of the eastern mid-day sun, and they heard the
accompanying sounds. For three days did he remain
in the house of Judas at Damascus, * without sight,
and neither did eat nor drink;” so that in this respect
one of the most confident advocates of the doctrine of
instantaneous conversions, and the founder of that sect
in whose creed it forms so conspicuous an article, is
obliged himself to confess, that scarce any other was
so slow as that of 8t. Paul, who was three days in the
paugs of the new birth,

And after all, God, willing to show in the midst of
his most extraordinary visitations, his own respect for
those ordinary channels of grace which he had himself
appointed in his Church, sent Ananias, a devout Chris-
tian, to cure him of his blinduess, that he might be
baptized, and * wash away his sins,” and be filled with
the Holy Ghost. So that, upon the whole, we may
rather consider this event in the light of a miraculous
evidence, afforded to St. Paul, of the realicy of that
resurrection, the certain witvess of which constituted
so essential a part of the apostolical commission, than
as the actual conferring of any spiritual grace, which
can in no wise be said to have been given, until his
receiving of the Holy Ghost in Baptism. And this is
the account wifich St. Paul himself gives of the trans-
action, in his defence before Agrippa, where he repre-
sents the voice as having declared that He appeared
unto him for that purpose, to make him a minister and
a witness of the things which he had seen.

Nor did St. Paul ever regard himself as a vessel
chosen to any other purpose, or for any other end, than
to bear the name of Christ before the Gentiles and
Kings and children of Israel. He says of himself, that
he was “ chosen by the pleasure of God, separated from
his mother's womb, and called by his grace to reveal
his Son, and preach him among the heathen.”” Buat
where does he describe himself, and as a consequence
of the grace given unto him, as feeling an infallible
assurance of everlasting salvation? On the contrary,
in common with less favoured Christians, he repre-
sents himself as engaged “in a race,”” and “in a war-
fare ;" as striving with the most earnest and uoremit-
ted assiduity against his natural appetites, lest he
should be judged unmeet for the prize; as *following
after, if by any means he might attain unto the resur-
rection of the dead.”” * Brethren,” says he, “I count

not myself to have apprehended; but this one thing

surprised when they learn how rarely, if ever, it is em- |

term, by which men “who were once enlightened, and |

be again affected by any of the ordinary instruments |

considerable prevalence to the doctrine now under dis- |

tell that he had heard our Lord preach, or seen Him \

I do, forgetting those things which are bebind, and
reaching forth unto those things which are before, |
press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus.” He even fears, “lest, by
any means, having preached to others, he himself
should be a castaway.” This was St. Paul’s language
when he knew that he should abide longer in the flesh.
When indeed it was revealed to him, that he was about
“to put off his earthly tabernacle,” when he was “now
ready to be offered,” and “the time of his departure
was at hand,” he breaks forth into a strain of more
unqualified confidence, conscious that he had striven
lawfully, temperately, and zealously for the mastery ;
that he had persevered in “enduring hardness as a
good soldier of Jesus Christ;" that he had fought
a good fight,” that he had “ finished his course,” Ehat
he had “kept the faith.” “ Henceforth," he exclaims,
“there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me in that
day”' He did not break into this exultation at the
time of his conversion, but just before his martyrdom,
having finished this life of trial, having done the work
which had been given him to do. Who then shall
presume on less grounds than the apostle, and boast
himself marked out for salvation, by any special token
which he may imagine to bave been conveyed to him,
at the instant, when the impressions of religion first
began to make their appearance in his heart.

= 8o little countenance and support will the favouor-
ers of these doctrines find in the example or authority
of St. Paul.

It is because human nature is so corrupt, because
men dislike to carry the cross, and live by faith and
not by sight, that they have so greedily hearkened to,
aye, and have lived on the indulgences distributed by
the divinity schools of Rome and Geneva, and have
fallen from Catholic teaching. ~ Our blessed Lord des-
cribes the way to life as a narrow way, and adds more-
over, “few there be that find it.”' We believe one
baptism for the remission of sins, and the condition of
our baptism is that we live from earlicst youth as bap-
tized people. 1f we fall heavily after baptism, we may
find mercy, as did David; but still it would appear
that we must suffer the consequences in this life,—
(though David was pardoned yet the sword never left
his house,)—and suffer the penalty of past neglect.

It is because so few really live from youth according
to their baptism, that the Catholic faith has been over- |
| laid with Roman and ultra Protestant indulgences.

But though the advocates of the doctrine of an in- |
stantaneous conversion can find nothing to support;
their views from the example and authority of St. |
Paul, do we therefore deny, that the beginnings of a |
religious course are ever discernible? do we assert,
that “the renewing of the Holy Ghost,” to which,
after baptism, we are not only indebted for our con-
tinuance and growth in grace, but also for our recovery,
either from inveterate habits of depravity, or from oc-
| casional lapses into sin,—that the fresh dawn of light
| which breaks upon the darkness of our souls—-is not |

{‘ to be perceived or to be marked by us? Far from it. |
| Numberless are the dispensations by which God is
| continually visiting, and seeking us out: various are
| the instruments which he has at work to win us, and
fashion us for himself. Fraught with messages of
| mercy, His holy angels are continually descending upon
| the Church beneath; for this purpose he hath esta-
| blished his holy days. He bath given us his holy
Word, and his holy Sacraments; add too warnings
and examples, which work in silence on us all; and
sorrow, anguish and affliction, present attendants upon
sin, in order to deter us from it; * blessings before-
| hand,” earnests of greater blessings promised to the |
followers of righteousness, bonds of gratitude to tie us
to himself; without us shame, within us conscience, |
eternal hopes and fears ;~—the hope of glory, the dread
of condemnation, and of the worm that never dieth ;
these, and a thousand others, are the * pricks,’” the
goads, which he is continually applying to us, against
which it is hard for us to kick. Hard, truly; we feel
it to be so. But it is not impossible, nay how many
| of us are there, whose hearts too surely tell them, how
successfully they have hitherto resisted, bow long they
have maintained the struggle against the Spirit of God,
still inviting, entreating, and constraining them. ~ But
let them, ere it be too late, remember that He will not
“always strive with man," that there is a time beyond
which the goodness, the love, the long-suffering of God
cannot be expected to endure; and that if His Spirit
shall at length desert us, an irresistible spirit will in-
deed take possession of us, and hurry us ** whither we

| would not."”
|2

ON THE EXISTING DIVERSITIES IN THE
SERVICES OF THE CHURCH.

( Concluded from the Cornwall Gazette.)

We have shown that of all the rubrics which apply
to the performance of public worship not one is obse-
late; but on the contrary, that all continue to be ob-
| served, in parish churches as well as in cathedrals.—
We are therefore called, not to revive what has fallen
into disuse, but only to correct unauthoized diversi-
ties.
| A certain license indeed is necessarily allowed.—
| Thus in singing; only the chant and authem are ap-
: pointed, and the Bishops in 1661 said, *singing of
| Psalms in metre is no part of the Liturgy;” yet, for«
| asmuch as in most congregations skill was wanting to
' perform Church musie, and perhaps also taste to ap+

preciate it, metrical versions of the Psalms are * set
forth and allowed to be sung.'  So with the Com-
Emunion; the Church provides for its administration
| on every Sunday and holy-day, yet allows it to be far
; less frequent. Thus also with the Offertory; the
| minister may read one sentence, and it is to be pre-
| sumed, omit the collection; or he may read several,
“ and invite the alms of the people. These are mat-
ters in which the skill of the people in the one case,
(and their disposition in the others, are necessary to
‘ the accomplishment of what the Church desires.
Setting aside these, we proceed to inquire how we
may obtain the uniformity, confessedly so desirable?
To what standard must the several parishes and dio=
ceses be required to conform their practice? Not to
the practice of cathedrals, for their peculiar arranges
ments are unatainable in most parish churches. Nor
to the practice of particular parishes, for where all
have more or less offended, why should the disorders
of any be ratified and made an example for the rest?
Certainly not to the views and practices of any par-
ticular party, for this were a reasonable ground of of-
fence and strife. Nor, for the same reason, to the
views of any bishops whom the public may identify
with party. A meeting of the Bishops was talked of ;
but such a meeting could do no more than discuss
doubtful Rubrics and usages, with an understanding
that each would adopt the opinion of the majority.—
Its.decision would have no authority. It could not
legislate, and the power to interpret what is doubtful
r?sxdes, not in a Synod of Bishops, but in each indi-
Vldua}l taking order for his own diocese. Such a
meeting therefore could do nothing. It is not likely
that the concurrence of the Bishops themselves could
be obtained, since any one might refuse to surrender
his own lawful discretionary power in deference to
the views of others; and it is certain that the orders
of any Bishop would meet with little observance in
his diocese, where they were not only opposed to the
- popular feeling, but also known or presumed to be at
| variance with his own wishes.
i After all, therefore, we can have no other safe or

 practicable standard than that which the law bas

| already provided ; namely, the Rubric itself, to be

obeyed literally, where its meaning is clear, and to be
explained where it is doubtful by the Diocesan, whose
decision in such case has the force of law. If the
Rubric be anywhere objectionable, the course to be
followed is the same as in civil law; it must be a-
mended or repealed. -

Again, the question arises, by what authority may
this be done? Not by a Royal mandate. To admit
this would be to place the faith and order of the
Church at the mercy and will of the Prime Minister,
who might by a heretic or a profligate. Nor yet by
an act of Parliament, which, even when it was com-
posed wholly of Churchmen, never presumed itself
competent to legislate on the spiritualities of the
Church further than to annex the enforcement of the
civil law to the decisions of Cunvocation; much less
now, when it includes Romanists and sectarians of
every name. Nor yet by the Bench of Bishops, whose
business is individually to enforce and explain the law
in their respective dioceses, but who have no power,
individually or collectively, to alter, repeal, or amend
it. Thereis only one competent authority, the Houses
of Convocation § and if it should be thought necessary |
to revise the Rubric, the course adopted in 1661, and
attempted in 1689, must be again resorted to. A
commission would be appointed to examine and re-
port; the two Houses of Convocation, the Lower com+
posed of the Archdeacons, Deans, and representatives
elected by the clergy of the several Dioceses—the
Upper, of the Archbishop and Bishops, would legislate
upon this report; and Parliament would then add its
sanction, and make the amended Prayer-book part of
the law of the land.

There is little probability that anything of this kind
will be attempted; and when calm examination shews
that the evil we have to correct is diversity of practice,
and not obsolete, disused, or unsuitable rubrics, it will
be felt that such a revision is not needed.  That which
we require is a better general understanding among
professed Churchmen of the laws and constitution of
the Church, and to this we may look forward with
reasonable confidence. The improving character of
our schools, and the care more and more taken to
make religion in accordance with the teaching of the
Church the foundation of all instruction, will be a se-
curity hereafter against errors of ignorance; while the
tendency of the present great movement in Society is
to bring back the poor to the Church’s fold. We saw
this last year, in the meetings in the north on the sub-
ject of the ten hours' bill; and the confidence and
affection of the poor is the best earthly strength and
defence of the Church.

The results of the late excitement will, we have no
doubt, be most happy. It will lead to temperate dis-
cussion and serious consideration, and the cause of
truth requires nothing more. The great difficulty

| hitherto has been, to make Society think at all upon

the matter, but this difficulty is now removed. Those
who thought seriously before will now feel more deeply,
resolve more decidedly, and in some instances, perhaps,
act more prudently.  The evil bas been transient; a
mere blaze of cracking thorns already welluigh burnt
out; but the good will be great and permanent.  One
very valuable effect which will inevitably result from
the late excitement will be the bringing to a better

| mind the many respectable and estimable persons, who

were led by the best intention, but through mistaken
views, to join in and promote it. They cannot but be
ashamed of their allies—the ribaldry and bullying of
the ever shifting Z%mes, and the disgraceful outrages
of the ruffian rioters of” Exeter. They will distrust
themselves when they find themselves acting with such
unworthy coadjutors; and reflection will bring the
conviction that the principles for which they bave been
contending are subversive of all law, all authority, all
order; leading, in their natural tendency, to dissent in
religion, and to anarchy in the State. ~ On the other
hand, the excesses and follies by which ill-judgiog
zeal, *or less pardonable vanity, have startled and of-
fended the community, have been effectually checked;
while the revival of Ruri-decanal Synods will bence-
forth secure that harmony ard unity of action which
will tend to the extinction of party,and promote peace,
strength, and prosperity.

Did we not know how easily the most valuable ser-
vices may be forgotten for a time under the influence
of party excitement, we should be surprised that any
one who calls himself a Protestant or a Churchman
should forget even for a moment the labours of the
Bishop of Exeter: who, upon every great question
which involved, whether the claims of the poor, or the
public morals, or the rights of the Church, or the
aggressions of Rome, has always been the foremost
champion in the cause of humanity, truth, and virtue.
When the New Poor Law was brought on, he was its
strenuous opponent, especially of those parts which
cruelly interfere with the domestic affections and relis
gious rights of the poor; and though his labours were
unsuccessful then, yet they were not wholly in vain;
for when Sir James Graham lately proposed to repeal
the Bastardy clauses, he justified the measure by citing
the very evils which the Bishop had foretold, and
urging the very arguments which he had enforced.

the late government, supported, unhappily, by the

When Socialism was spreading through the land,
and the Prime Minister had introduced its archfiend
at Court, that he might present into the very hands of
the young Queen his volume of unutterable abomina-

tion, it was the Bishop of Exeter, who, by a well-timed | years, thought, and experience, to more than ordinary

and effectual exposure, stayed the plague.

It was the Bishop of Exeter who powerfully appealed
on behalf of our brethren confined in Union Work-
houses, who, denied the common right of worshipping

/ y : : rayer
with us in the House of God, are in very many cases grace, p ’ )
4 y y ) of religion, and a more exalted piety, than his neigh-

denied also the privilege of religious worship withi
the walls which confined them—a privilege not with-
held from the inmates of the Jail.

It was the Bishop of Exeter also, who in the last
Session of Parliament brought forward a measure to
protect inexperienced young females from becoming
the victims of fraud and violence, and to punish and
effectually put down their destroyers—a measure post-
poued only in consequence of the pledge of Govern-
ment that it will itself consider the subject without
delay, and take the necessary steps to correct the evil.

On every occasion where the Church has been | gustry in time of health, and at all times by humility,

attacked or vilified by men of rank and power, the | modesty, and peaceable carriage; by good advice, by
Bishop of Exeter has stood forth her champion.— | prayer, or by example.

During the maduness of the Reform Bill, he never
shrank from withstanding Lord Grey whenever that
proud minister of the movement dared to threaten and

assail the Church; and when Lord John Russell vens |

tured to publish in Devonshire a statement of alleged
abuses, which he supported by alleged facts, the Bishop
promptly met him with an exposure so complete and
effectual, that the noble slanderer became the jest
even of the populace; and years afterwards, when the
member for North Devon brought on a motion to
rescind the famous * appropriation” clause, Lord J.
Russell shewed in his reply that he still severely
smarted under the Bishop's deserved correction.

For the present Church Discipline Bill, which brings
substantial justice to the doors of every accused party
with as little of trouble, expense, and needless pain as
the case will allow, admitting at the same time of ready
appeal, when needful, to a superior Court, the Church
and the country are indebted wholly to the Bishop of
Exeter. A measure of a very different description,
which would have inflicted most grievous hardships,
had been prepared under such auspices, that it would
have gone through Parliament unopposed; it seems,
indeed, as if'it had been determined on, and submitted
to Parliament only for form's sake. ~ But the Bishop
of Exeter, though he received the bill only on the
Sunday, and it was to be read the second time in the
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cured to that Church by Royal grant and charter were

rians of every name, was opposed strenuously, it is to

land was thus robbed of what was its undoubted right,
an immense propetty claimed by the Roman Catholics
of Canada, but to which it was admitted by all their
advocates they had no right, whether in law or equity,

House of Lords next evening, hastened immediately
to town, and opposed it; single-handed; with such
effect, that the meuasute was altogether dropped.—
Before the next session; another measure, that which
is now happily enforced, was prepared; with the advice
and assistance of the Bishop.

The shameful robbery of the Church in Cantda by

Conservative leaders, by which the endowments se-
taken away, and divided with Romanists and Secta-

be lamented ineffectually, by the Bishop of Exeter.—
With strange inconsistency, while the Church of Eng-

was secured to them by the British Parliament.—
Against this needless endowment of the Romish
Church, by which Parliament did its best to make
Popery the dominant religion of Canada, the Bishop
most earnestly, but ineffectually strove,

He was the first to expose the evils, both in princi-
ple and practice, of the National System of Education
in Ireland; against which, even in its mitigated form,
the Primate, and most of the Bishops of the Church
in Ireland, have just again protested. ~We heard his
admirable exposure in the House of Lords, and it then
required but a vote of the Conservative peers present
to have corrected all that was offensive in the system.
But that support was withheld, and he was allowed by
the party to bring on his motion for inquiry only on
the understanding that he should not divide the House!
His effort however was not in vain, for he made it im-
possible for very shame to continue the evils he laid
bare. So effective was his exposure, and so severely
was it felt, that the Commissioners thought it neces-
sary to publish a report to excuse themselves, as far
as they could, from the charges proved against them.

The Irish Muaicipal Reform Bill, which transferred
all the corporate power in the Irish boroughs to Roman
Catholics, found in the Bishop of Exeter a powerful
opponent,

If these public services, with many more which
space forbids to enumerate, had been performed at the
expense of neglecting the duties of his diocese, they
would have entitled him to little praise. But in no
diocese has the reality of Episcopal rule been so con-
stantly felt. The Bishop's first act, on his appoint-
ment, was to visit every parish under his charge, and
to make himself personally acquainted with all his
clergy; and the interest which he thus shewed at first,
he has ever since displayed. No bishop more gene-
rally and fully enjoys the respect, the confidence, the
affection of his clergy. Proud they naturally are of
the surpassing talcuts of a ruler and spiritual father
whose name will in all future ages be identified with
the history of the Church; but their attachment is
founded upon other grounds—upon his vigilant care,
his considerate rule, his paternal kindness. To quote
from a recent number of his late eulogist and present
calumniator, the T%mes—

“ A bishop should be to his diocese what a clergy-
man is to his luck—the object of reference in all intri-
cate and delicate matters, the comforter in trouble or
difficulties, the anxious rewarder of the laborious, the
vigilant censor of the indolent and vicious—his exis-
tence should be felt in every parish, and every oreof
his clergy should be made aware that his conduct is
well known and justly estimated.

This description most fully and strictly applies to
the Bishop and the Diocese of Exeter.

THE DUTY OF DOING GOOD.
(From a Sermon by Dr. Waterland. )

This is evident,—that we ought always to be
“doing the work of him that sent us, while ¢ur day
lasts, and before our night cometh, when no man can
work.” And so our season for doing good, taken at
large, is the whole time of our sojourning here in this
world. Bat then as to some particular acts and kinds
of it, there are some special reasons and opportunities
proper for them; the well observing of which will be
the best means to direct us as well what good to do,
as in what manner, so as to auswer the ends and de-
signs of it.  And in this sense it is, that I would bere
understand the words *“as we have opportuuity.”’

Now these proper seasons or opportunities of doing
good may be conceived to respect either the persons
who are to do a kindness, or those it should be done
to. Inregard to the former, every advantage which
accrues to them, every increase of their substance,
power, or ability in any kind, affords a fresh occasion;
and is, as it were, a new opportunity given them for
doing good.  Does any man abound in wealth, and
riches flow in upon him ?—This is the season, the
opportunity which God hath put into his hands, that
he may do good by his liberality and bounty towards
his poorer brethren. Is he withal advanced to great
honours, power and aathority P—this must be laoked
upon as an opportunity given him of doing good, by
protecting and encouraging virtue and piety, by dis-
countenancing and restraining vice and immorality.
Hath any man, by the blessing of God and his own
industry, attained to a good degree of learning, or by

measures of wisdom ?—this, then, is the season and
opportunity for his doing good; by instructing the
ignorant and unlearned, or by advising and admonish-
ing the unwise and unthinking. Or is he by God’s
and endeavour, arrived to a better sense

bours?—this likewise is another opportunity of doing
good, that being himself converted, “he may then
strengthen his brethren.” And, that it may vot be
thought that only the rich, great and wise, learned, or
eminently good, are blessed with opportunities, it
must be observed, that all others, in different propor-
tions, or in different ways, have their opportunities too,
and are obliged in their respective capacities to do
what they ecan. The offices of humanity, civility and
courtesy, lie open and common to all; and the very
meanest and lowest may do good by their honest in-

Hitherto I have considered how a man may be
said to have opportunity with respect to his own
power and abilities of doing good. Next we may
observe the like with respect to the wants and occa-
sions of others whom we ought to do good to. These
indeed are innumerable, and we can never want oppor-
tunities in this sense, of any sort or kind. *“The
poor we have always with us,’ and when we will
“we may do them good.)' There will be always
ignorance, weakness, folly, sin, and misery enough in
the world, to furnish us with matter for our compas-
sion and charity, and to exhaust all our services. But
because our time is short, our talents few, and our
abilities at the highest finite and limited, our business
must be, out of so great variety, to choose such in-
stances of doing good as we are best gualified for;
and of those such as are most wanted, or by some
peculiar circomstances come more particularly recom-
mended to us. Some special times and oceasions may
require our service more than others; and some oppor-
tunities may be offered, which, if not presently laid
hold on, may be lost forever. On this account the
office of love and charity may reasonably be distin«
guished into two sorts, constant and occasional, from
the matter or the objects of them. We are constant-
ly obliged to be doing good, of some kind or other, in

proportion to our abilities; and the ordinary standing
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necessities of mankind afford constant matter for it:
But besides this, we are also oceasionally obliged to
exert ourselves with greater zeal, vigour and activity;
upon some special emergencies, and very urgent and
pressing engagements,—as, if a Church atid Nation
be in present dange¥ of sinking into heresy and schism;
profaneness; irreligion, or atheism: this is a special
opportunity, calling for as special assistance; and at
such a time, all who are capable of deing aty good
service, are obliged forthwith to employ their wits;
tongues, pens, interest and authority, for prevention
and cure of such a threatetiing mischief. In céses of
inferior and private concern,—for instance, if any pei=
son or persons are nearly reduced to extremities;
labouring under some heavy and severe pressures; and

not being able to subsist, if not speedily relieved by

kind neighbours ;—such opportunities as these, are
what no good Christian, who has any bowels of coms=
passion,—no good heathen,—ivould let slip from hims:
In this sense therefore; “4s we have opportunity’

offered, “let us do good unto all men,” after the
example of the good Samatitan, laid down for & rale
of practice by our blessed Saviour in all cases of thig
nature.

There is another limitation of this duty, and that
is, to particular persons, as well as to times. Not

that any persons, whom it may be in our power to

serve, are to be excluded from our charity; only it

may admit of different degrees; and is principally ta

be applied to some more than others! we may be

allowed, both in our constant and occasional charities;
to make a difference in regard to the quality and cir«
cumstances of the persons, and when all cannot be
equally served, to prefer the most deserving. We
are to “do good unto all men; but especially unto
the household of faith;” that is, to Christ's Church
or family, and those particularly whose labours
and services most eminently deserve and require ity
—to them especially, in whose support and welfare
the interest of religion, the honout of God, and
the good of souls, is so deeply concerned. Where
other circumstances are equal, or but nearly equal;
the value and character of the person, or the relas
tion to us, ought to give them the preference in
our charitable offices, and to entitle them to our first
and best services. Indeed a stranger, or even an ene<
my in extremities, is to be relieved before a frieiid of
a brother who is in no such want of us; for the offices
of humanity seem equally due to them as men, and &
bare convenience of one may reasonably be postponed;
and give way to the extremities of the other. But
where this is not the case, or where both seem to li¢
under almost equal necessities, then certainly a man
may be allowed and even obliged more especially to
assist his friends before his enemies, brethren before
aliens, Christians before heathens, kindred before ac«
quaintance, good and well-deserving before those who
have less pretensions; and though we may be willing
to assist all or any of them as we are able, and as we
see proper occasions, yet towards some more especially
we may give a Joose to our affections, and be enlarged
in our bowels of compassion ; may open both our hearts
and hands to receive and embrace them, and even overs
flow in our kindness and bounty towards them. To
feed the hungry and clothe the naked, is kind and
Christian, though the pcrsons so relieved be strangets
and aliens, and even useless or ill-deserving,  But if
such offices be done to Christians, and good Chris=
tians, and such as have deserved well by their pious
and painful endeavours, then the charity is the greatef
as the design of it is nobler, and the good effect of it
more diffusive, lasting, and beneficial than the other:
The rule then which the voice of nature and reason,
as well as the laws of God, have marked out for our
charities, is this, that if at any time we c#in serve the
honour of God and the interests of the publie more by
one sort of charity than another, or by relievihg some
persons before others, and in one particular manner
beyond any else, we are always to choose that which
may probably do most good, may spread the widest
and last the longest. Thus to relieve any persons in
necessity is an act of bumanity and Christian charity
but more so, if they are persons of uncommon merit,
or undeserved sufferings; and relieving them in such
a way as shall promote the welfare of their souls; makes
it yet more excellent than if it concerned only their
bodily wants; and if it be at the same time useful and
beneficial to many more besides, it is then better than
if it were confined to them only; and if the influence
of it may reach to after ages, it is a nobler height of
charity than if it should conclude with the preseut.

HOT-HOUSE DISCIPLES.
(By the Rev, 1. Stowe,— Dissenter. )

Such Chtistians demand reading that is racy and
stimulating. The Bible; not high-spiced enough for
their taste, is neglected for the more flavourous peri«
odical, Preaching is dull. They know enough al«
ready, and wish not to be taught; but excited—
Their benevolence is too dependent on excitelgent==
producing fruit only under the intense heat of a crowd=
ed meeting and electrifying speeches. One conses
quence of this state of things is, that the spirit and
action of the ministry are vitiated. The temptation
is sttong to cater for this corrupt taste. Ministers,
instead of feeding their people with knowledge and
understanding, are too much disposed to furnish the
desired stimulus.  The bread of life is converted into
something that intoxicates; rather than nourishes.—=
Churches after a season of excitement, uniformly sink
into a condition of languor and debility, as disgtace=
ful as it is uncomfortable. ‘T'he result of all this,
connected with the exciting tendency just deseribed,
is, that the piety of the age has very little stamina,
It is of hot-house growth; and could endure no tough
usage. Our brethren, instead of cultivating holiness,
and pressing steadily towards the mark for the prizey
become restless and variable. Instead of being steads
fast and immoveable, they are distracted aund hurried
from one new scheme to another. The spirit of ha<
tred is too prevalent in the Christian ranks. Bretliren
give each other hard names, so that prejudices are
excited. Trifling differences of sentiment are exagge«
rated, and made the oecasion of strife and discord.
Brethren get their feelings heated by collision ; the
passions are excited; eontention becomes personal
and bitter, and all this while the cause of Jesus lies
mangled and bleeding. Ministers are too much en-
grossed in managing the machinery of enterprises, to
the neglect of their elosets, their Bibles, and the
souls of the people. Private Christians are getting
deeply interested in the details of benevolent opera«
tions, without cultivating the needful holiness to sus«
tain and sanctify their aetivities.

REBELLION.
( By Bishop Hooper.)

When I behold the evil and pestiferously-affected
minds of Englishmen, and ponder and weigh the fruits
of such corrupt minds—contenmpt, hatred, grudge and
malice against their king, magistrates, laws, orders
and policies—doubtless I caunot think but these men,
as much as in them, conspire and work the destruction
of this realm. For it can be no otherwise, but that
as contempt of godly laws, and sedition among the
people and subjects, of what degree soever they are,
have wrought the destruction of other realms; so it
must and can do no otherwise anto this realm. But
what realm or kingdom soever will avoid these evils;
let them promote the word of God to be traly and
diligently preached and taught unto the subjects and
members thereof. 'The want of it is the chief cause
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of sedition nnd trouble, as Solomon saith—* Where pro-
ecy is wanting, the people are dissipated.” Wherefore
cannot but wonder at the opinion and doctrine of such
as say, 4 sermon once in a week, in 2 month, or a quarter
of a year, is sufficient for the people. Truly it is inju-
riously and evil spoken against the glory of God and
salvation of the people.

PR CHURCH,

COBOURG, FRIDAY, APRIL 18, 1845.
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» (CIRCULAR.)
| T the Reverend the Clergy of the Diocese of Toronlo.
i ,,; Toronto, April 15th, 1845.
' Reverexo Bretures,—In conformity with a Re-
il solution passed at a Special General Meeting of the
j % Cauren Society,” held at Toronto, on the 23d of
October last,—that four Collections should be made
annually throughout the Diocese in aid of the funds of
this Society, at such times as the Lord Bishop shall
i appoint, and that the proceeds of two of such Annual
; Collections should be devoted to the maintenance of
i) Travelling or Resident Missionaries in this Diocese,—
i I have to express my desire that a Collection be made
in all Churches, Chapels, and Stations in this Diocese,
« I on Trinxity Suxpay, that is, on the 18th of May
it next,—the same to be applied exclusively to the pro-
moting of the cause of Mis ions in this Diocese, under
the direction of the Church Society.

In order to obviate the inconveniences which are
found to arise from the postponement, in certain in-
stances, of the Collections beyond the period at which
they were required to be made, and to secure the unity
of action which a strict adherence to one particular
day for this object would help to promote, [ beg par-
ticularly to recommend that, in all practicable cases,
I the Collection be made on the day announced; or if

circumstances should unavoidably cause its postpone-
ment, that it should uot, if' possible, be delayed more
than two Sundays beyond the time originally fixed
upon.
* As the proposed Collection on Trinity Sunday is
designed to further a most important and noble Chris-
tian object, it is my fervent prayer, as it is my hope,
that the Lord will put it into the hearts of all his
i i faithful people, to remenber, on that occasion, the
| g clains of the spiritually destitute, and “while they
I have time, to do good unto all men; specially unto
them that are of the houschold of faith.”
ENE: I remain, Reverend Brethren,
' Your's faithfully,
(Signed) Joun ToroxTo.
| 3 PR or g sy
We are happy to be enabled to present our readers
| with another excellent article from the Cornwall
. B Gazette on the subject of existing Rubrical diversities.
- ?} The writer is evidently well acquainted with his sub-
! ject, and he discusses it, too, with temper, judgment,
and truth. Our readers would be well repaid by
perusing the three articles in their consecutive or ‘er.
g‘ The remarks upon the Bishop of Exeterin the present
§ number, will be read with great interest and satisfac-
tion. They fully corroborate the views which we
3 ventured ourselves to put forth, a few weeks ago, in
i i reference to that estimable, but ill-used prelate: they
l shew him to have been the sturdiest opponent of the
usurpations of Popery which the present times have
48 known; and it is not likely that a Christian bishop, in
‘ whose breast the pulses of ambition, much more the
g passion for novelty and excitement, must be thought
i 3 to be throbbing feebly through the influence of years,
should, at his time of life, be contemplating ecclesias-
it b tical revolutions of the large and sweeping character
which the ignoraat or the malevolent think it proper
i ‘ to impute to him.
; ! The fairest way of judging of an individoal, is by
il his acts: all the past career, then, of the Bishop of
Exeter gives a direct contradiction to the slanders with
which he is now so thoughtlessly and wickedly assailed;

¢ and not a shadow of proof can be advanced to testify

31 his desire or intention of establishing a single regula-
3 ’ tion in which he has not the distinet sanction of the
: i laws and ordinances of the Church which he serves.

4 If it be a sign of !opery to wear the surplice in the
i pulpit, or to use the Offertory Sentences while Collec-
i tions are being made, the sin or the blame,—if any
e will be hardy enough to impute it,—must be laid not
to the Bishops and Clergy of the present generation,
but to those noble-hearted and pure-minded Refor-

; mers, who, in carrying out the glorious work of puri-
A fying the Church, often sealed with their blood their
testimony to the truth.

We repeat that we must judge of an individual, as
to his religious prepossessions, by his acts. If he be
zealous for the laws, order, and discipline of the Church

i which he is solemnly pledged to serve, we are bound
I{ b by every rule of fair deduction to regard him as a

i sonnd and sincere Churchman; and if' his daily life
and conversation are found, as far as human infirmity
"'t. may be supposed to allow, to be in consistency with
the principles by which he professes to be guided, the
zeal and conscientiousness which he evinces are worthy
of all approval and imitation. If the objections started

B to his thoughtfulness and earnestness in these solemn

y matters, should happen to proceed from any upon
whotw the obligations of our holy religion rest but too

lightly; if with such the Gospel and its requirements

are manifestly but a secondary consideration in com-

& parison with the pursuit of the world's gains, and en-

: joyment of the world’s comforts; and if, in contradis-
i tinction to the vigour and self-deuial of the onc, the
’ Christian action of the other is but too often interrupted
by the soliloguy, * Yet a little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to sleep,” they ought to
be moved to a severer serutiny of the heart and con-
science, and endeavour to see whether they are not

i perilously lingering amongst the sweets and roses of

{ the broad road of the world, instead of threading with

it 0k i weariness and painfulness the narrow way that leadeth
i‘p} g unto life. :

,'ﬂ ék It has been remarked with great truth, that much

‘ of the discussion which has taken place upon the reli-

i 1 gious questions of the day, has been more for the sake

of argument than because any high principle or con-

i scientions fecling was concerned in it.  Argument is

| | unquestionably valuable and indispensable in its way;

but its sober and hecoming gravity should never be

! | compromised by light or flippant gossip. . People, in

i approaching these exalted themes, should express

themselves with reverence and caution, and never fail

fe to remember that the constitution of the Church has

f not been maun’s work, but a great boon bequeathed to

‘ ug by Christ and his Apostles, and that in completing

the supersiructure of this holy fabrie, or in accommo-

dating it to the wants of men, the proper architects

are not individual Christians, incidentally collected at

a tea-table, or in the vestry-room, but its lawfully con-

stituted governors’ and officers, deriving their high

il connmission from an unearthly source, convened in
' “solemn synod. :

‘Speculation and enterprise have, doubtless, done

| ‘ much for the present generation, in the way of com-

mercial and agricultural advancement; but it were a

fearful error and an awful hazard to apply these inven-

4 | tions of men to principles and ordinances which God

himself has established. It is as sinful and as dange-

i rous presumptuously to meddle with the ark of God

now, as it was in the days of Uzzali: mortal hands

must abstain, at their peril, from adding to, or taking

away from, what Christ in his wisdom has appointed

and settled.  Let speculation and debate be limited

toits proper sphere of worldly ethics; but let the high

and grave concerns of the Church be conceded to the

management of its rightful ralers, its Bishops and
Pastors. If the latter are moved, as we sincerely
believe they are, by a true regard and love for the best
welfare of their flocks, let the flocks in return evinee
more of that child-like fuith and obedience which has
received, both in precept and practice, so many beauti-
ful and impressive commendations from the Saviour of
the world. :
¥ ——————

We feel much indebted to our correspondent A. C.
for his strictures upon the ill-judged, though possibly
well-meant extract from Goodwin's writings, which
some person or other, evidently with more zeal than
discretion, appears to have been at some paos in cir-
culating.  No copy of this publication was transmitted
to us, possibly because it was felt to be very unimpor-
taut and valueless; and therefore, although made
aware of its existence from other quarters, we had no
opportunity of giving it a minute examination,

It is no more than charitable to believe, that the
publisher of this little treatise was guiltless of all ac-
quaintance with the history and real principles of the
writer from whom he has thought proper to make cita-
tions in alleged defence of the purity of the Church;
much to be lamented as such ignorance is in one who
appears desirous of being prominent in maintaining
the integrity of her principles.  To deny the charge
of ignorance, would be to admit a very painful alter-
vative,—that of dishonesty; for it is clearly irrecon-
cileable with scrupulous and fair dealing to bring for-
ward a testimony as from a divine of the Church, when
it was known that he was her opponent and her enemy.

We have learned to look with a good deal of indif-
ference upon the indiscreet, and often not very chari-
table, interpositions of these alarmists in staying what
they are pleased to deem the plague of the times,.—
The worst plague we have to encounter is the licen-
tiousness of the age, both in matters of principle and
practice; and in promoting a rigid and exact adherence
to the rules and polity of the Church, in restoring her
to her proper elevation, and in faithfully carrying out
her spirit, we belicve that we shall be furnishing tbe
best and most efficacious corrective to the prevailing
evil. The Chuich appears to be the main bulwark
agaiust the presumptuous and all-engrossing encroach-
ments of the world; and it is only by keeping the
Church free and pure from the contamination of merely
human devices and fancies, in the frame-work of her
polity as well as of her doctrines, that we can hope to
preserve the foundations of moral right and the sanc-
tious of law itself from being overthrown and trampled
under foot.

We are always slow to attribute any other than the
best of motives to those who, in reference to passing
topics of ecclesiastical excitement, may adopt a line
which we conceive at variance with the order and
teaching of the Church,—we mean of those who pro-
fess to be her mewbers or friends; but there would
be no harm, and there might be some result of practi-
cal good, if, on the part of such individuals, there
should be a rigid scrutiny of the working of the mind
and impulse of the feelings in such matters.  There
is such a vice, unfortunately, even amongst Christian
professors, as spiritual conceitedness; which, in adopt-
ing a certain system of religious doctrine, and a
certain phraseology in developing and promoting it,
appears to involve the opinion that all who vary from
that system, or who are not perfect in that phraseology,
are deficient in the great essentials of vital religion.—
This is an error of uncharitableness which a severer
serutiny of the inver wan would help, we believe, to
remove or at least to dimiuish ; and the feeling, con-
sequently, might lose something of its presumption and
repulsiveness, which dictates this not very fraternal
language towards those who adopt a more Catholic,
and, as we believe, more enlightened judgment of reli-
gious trath, *Stand off, [ am holier than thou.”  And
if this error came to be seen with the broad and deep
impress of Christian condemnation which unquestion-
ably attaches to it, we should then, we believe, be
more often refreshed by observing that the Gospel
maxim of *Bear all things, believe all things, hope all
things,” was, amongst those who hold different opinions
upon passing questions of interest and excitement, not
limited so much as it to those who, in adhering to the
principles of evangelical truth, are careful at the same
tite to maintain the rules of Apostolic order.

i

In the Kivgston News of the 10th instant, we
observe a communication from the Hon. P. B. De
Blaquiere, referring to our strictures upon his recent
Memorial to the Legislative Council. Mr.De Blaquiere
publishes several public documents as bearing upon
his argument; the most important of which is a
message from the Home Government to the Legisla-
ture of Upper Canada, in 1798, sanctioning the appro-
priation of “a certain portion of the waste lands of
the Crown, as a fund for the establishment and sup-
port of a respectable Grammar School in each District
thereof, and also of a College or University for the
instruction of vouth in the different branches of libe-
ral knowledge ;" and that this appropriation was to be
carried into effect  first, by the establishment of free
Grammar Schools in those Districts in which they are
called for, and in due process of time by establishing
other Seminaries of a larger and more comprehensive
nature, for the promotion of religious and moral
learning and the study of the Arts and Sciences;”
moreover, “the President is directed to consult the
members of His Majesty's Execative Council and the
Judges and Law Officers of the Crown in Upper
Canada—and report to the Sccretary of State in
what manner and to what extent a portion of the
Crown Lands may be appropriated and rendered pro-
ductive towards the formation of a fund for the above
purpose.” .

The substance of this Report, as here called for,
we gave briefly in the article to which Mr. De Blaquiere
refers; and it is to be found at somewhat greater
length in the pamphlet by a * Graduate,” upon the
projected University Bill. This goes clearly to shew
that the recommendation of the Provincial authorities,
sanctioned as it would appear by the Home Govern-
ment, was,—that one-half of this appropriation should
be applied to the sustaining of Grammar Schools, and
the other half to the endowment of an University.
It has been shewn, too, that considerably Zess than
one-half has actually been applied to the latter object.
Surely, the fact is not meant to be questioned, that
the Home Government did sanction the appropriation
of lands for an University, and that the local Govern-
ment have never transgressed the bounds designed to
be affixed to the amount of such appropriation. If
so, upon what tenable grounds does this portion of
the argument of the respected Memorialist rest ?

The *primary object”” of the Report referred to,
viz. the maintenance of Grammar Schools, is not
infringed upon, if the lands assigned for their support
stand still untouched, and ready to be applied accor-
ding to their original intention. At the same time,
to appropriate to the maintenance of Grammar
Schools what was meant to be applied to the support
of a University, would be just as wrong and illegal,
as to divest the Grammar Schools of all the lands and
transfer them to the University. The question, there-
fore, seems to be this,—not whether the University
has been illegally or unjustly invested with this por-
tion of the original grant, but whether it has been
invested with it too soon. In looking at the question
in this view, there is room most certainly for differ-
ence of opinion; but no variations of opinion upon
this point can disturb the equity and legality of the
endowment itself.

We thought that the Memorial of Mr. De Blaquiere
was chargeable with inconsistency, for the reasons,
supported by the extracts, that we gave: this, how-
ever, has been explained by that gentleman upon the
assumption that “the Charter of King's College and
its endowment stand upon very different and distinet
grounds,—the first inviolable as a vested right, legiti-.
mately acquired for a specific purpose, and not under
the control of the Canadian Legislature; the other |

not equitably sustainable, as having oceasioned the
diversion from the original grant for Grammar Schools
of 225,000 acres, and thereby preventing their esta-
blishment.”

Now, if the premises upon which this conclusion
is founded be not correct,—as from what has been
already adduced wé think we are safe in affirming,—
it is needless to controvert it further; but taking up
the abstract question, the mere fact of the endowment
of King's College by Royal Patent, we are just as
well persuaded that this conclusion cannot be sus-
tained. It must be fully as incompetent for a Colonial
Legislature to interfere with a Royal Patent as with a
Royal Charter,—with a gift of lands, as with a gift
of privileges, from the Royal grace. We cannot
understand how they can be separated : if one is un-
approachable by Provincial legislation, the other must
be also. :

We regret much that there should be any occasion
for a misconception of the views of Mr. De Blaquiere
upon this subject ; for there can be no doubt of his
being guided in the matter by the most pure and
patriotic intentions.
that the Memorial of that gentleman was calculated
to damage the good cause which we are fully per-
suaded it was his desigu to promote, that caused us
to offer the animadversions which, as upon a public
document, we felt we were at liberty to make, without
compromising, in the slightest degree, the high per-
sonal respect which, with the whole community, we
entertain for its writer.

A R

& The Sccretary of the Church Society at To-
ronto begs us to intimate his particular request that
be may be furnished, as early as practicable, by the
Secretaries of District Associatious, with such state-

ment of all particulars concerning the formation of

Parochial Branches, as it may be desirable to include
in the General Annual Report of the Society ; together
with an accurate list (in alphabetical order, if conve-
vieut) of the several Subscribers to the Society in
each of such Brauches during the past year.
sipn gt By

£ Our Travelling Agent has commenced kis col-
lecting tour Westward, and will visit the several stations
of the Home, Niagara, Gore, Wellington, Talbot, and
London Districts, as far as the Town of London.

Communications.

DR. GOODWIN NOT A SAFE GUIDE FOR
CHURCHMEN.

(7o the Editor of The Church.)

Sir,—A small “ Tract” lately came in my way, upon
which, as it is addressed by its Canadian editor to *“the

prayerful consideration” of members of the Church of
England, and may have fallen into the hands of some of

your readers, I am anxious to offer a remark or two, It
consists of a short extract from the works of a Dr. Good-
win, who lived, the title-page states, “ more than 200 years
ago.” It is headed * Antiquity,” and is entitled also
«Tractarianism deseribed,” and has a motto attached,—
“There is nothing new under the sun.” My remarks
shall first refer to the author of the “Tract.” Who he
was may be learnt from the following extract from Wat-
kins’ Biographical Dictionary: * Goodwin (Thomas), an
English divine of the Independent persuasion, was born
at Rolesby in Norfolk, in 1600. -He was bred at Christ’s
College, Cambridge, but afterwards became fellow of
Catherine Hall. In 1628 he was chosen lecturer of Tri-
nity Church in that town, of which in 1632 he was made
vicar. On account of his puritanical opinions he with-
drew to Holland in 1639, aud officiated to an independeut
congregation. When the civil wars broke out he returned
to England, and was chosen onc of the Assembly of Di-
vines at Westminster, where he opposed the Presbyte-
rians. On this account he became a great favourite with
Cromwell, who made him bis chaplain. He attended the
usurper in his last illness, and is said to have predicted
his recovery as an answer to his prayers; and that when
his death was certain, he thus addressed the Almighty,
« Lord, thou hast deceived us, and we were dccgived."
He was a rigid predestinariun, and his works, which are
greatly admired by people of that turn, make 5 vols. folio.
He died in 1679.” The * Tract” states that he was pre-
sented to Trinity Church by Charles L, which can scarcely
have been the case, as that vicarage is in the gift of the
Bishop of Ely. But however this may 'be, and however
his real character may have been kept in abeyance for a
time, he certainly was no hearty member of the English
Church in the year 1639, when this ¢ Tract" was written.
For it was in this very year that he migrated to Holland,
and, with some others of like religious sentiments, con-
fessed (I quote from Fuller’s Church I.Iisu‘.ry, vol, 3, p.
461,) that “*some ten years since, the sinful corruptions
(to use their own language) of the worship and govern-
ment in this Charch, taking hold on their consciences,
unable any longer to comport therewith, they descrted
their native country.” At Arnhcim, the congregation
which he collected, established such practices as pleased
them; amongst many not objectionable, except inasmuch
as they were all adopted without any episcopal authority,
was a “collection for the poor, every Lord’s day.” Bat
in addition to these, many novelties were thought of and
intended to be introduced, all under the plea of Scripture
antiquity, e. g. the holy kiss, lay-prophesyings, widows as
ministers in the Church, unction of the dying with oil.
His return to England however, which took place the in-
stant the news of the (apparent) overthrow of the English
branch of the Church was announced, put a stop to these
refinements. His name, as stated above, was immediately
added to the roll of the Assembly of Divines, in which,
thongh we quickly find him quarrelling with the Presby-
terian party for their intolerance of Independency, we do
not find him objecting to that portion of the solemn League
and Covenant, adopted by the Assembly which bound
them, each and all, to endeavour the extirpation of * Pre-
lacy, that is, Church Government by Archbishops, Bi-
shops, &e.”

These facts reveal to us Dr. Goodwin's principles,—
and when you know a man's principles, you know, of
course, what he is likely to say on any given subject.
We all know, for instance, beforehand, what the Banner
newspaper will say on any given Church subject. We
all know the line of argument which a Congregationalist,
Methodist and Presbyterian will respectively take in op-
posing the several tenets of the Catholic Church which
they reject. They have nothing new to deliver them-
selves of. Their objections are the same as those of their
predecessors in the anti-Church struggle of former ages.
A few “ vaviations,” palpable to intellects less subtle than
Bossuet's, may be observed ; they shift about from paint
to point, but the limits between which the permutations
range are known and certain. Aware of this, on stum-
bling on this * Tract” of Dr. Goodwin’s, I endeavoured,
according to my wont, before perusing if, to imagine to
myself what such a person would be likely to say on va-
rious of the Church topics which in the present day are
so happily forcing themselves on the attention even of the
indifferent ; and I found my conjectures very correct, so
far, that is, as the ¢ Tract” touches upon those topics, and
so far as its language is intelligible. This would be plea-
sing, were it not for the shoek which one's sense of reve-
rence for things sacred too often experiences in the em-
ployment. I refer to the peculiar way which writers of
Dr. Goodwin’s school have, of attributing what they
“draty” from Holy Seripture to the “mind of the Holy
Ghost.” The phraseology repeatedly occurs in this Jittle
“Tract.” This usus loquendi of course prejudges the
whole question. If a doctrine is evidently the “mind of
the Holy Ghost,” all gainsaying is at an end. But these
writers forget that itis their own interpretations that they
are delivering—merely their own expositions of what
they think the Secripture means. The only test that I
know of, as to whether any doctrine apparently derived
from Seripture be indeed the mind and intention of God
the Holy Ghost, is its accordance or now-accordance with
the doctrine of the Church Catholie, for with that indeed,
it has been promised that the Holy Ghost should dwell.
It is a dangerous thing, and pregnant with infidelity, to
palm off ‘our own conceits as the “mind” of Almighty
God. Cromwell pleaded his prayers and those of his
officers, which they had been offering up for divine direc-
tion, in justification of the murder of Charles . Whit-
field declaves, *“The Holy Spirit from time to time has
led me into the knowledge of divine things; and I have
heen directed, by watching and reading the Scriptures on
my knees, even in the minutest circumstances, as plainly
as the Jews were, when consulting the Urim and Thum-
mim at the High Priest’s breast.”

immediate call from God to preach and publish to the

world that Mr. Whitfield's doctrine is highly injurious to
Miller, the latest seet-inventor,—at least the
latest that [ am at this moment aware of,—put forth his
expositions of the prophecies as made on his mind by the
Indeed this
“Tract” of the puritan Goodwin, in its confident assertion

Christ.”

teaching of Almighty God, after prayer.

of what the mystic phrases of St. John’s Revelation be-

token, strikingly resembles the productions of the late
second advent prophet. And it is a curious eircumstance
that about the period when Goodwin wrote, the sect of
the “ Fifth Monarchy men,” the Millerites of their day,
began to be troublesome ; and we can easily see that their
proceedings were nothing more than the principles of
Goodwin and the puritan school, carried out into act.
There is, we may add, a pre-judging of the whole ques- 3 b
tion, similar to that referred to above, in a remark by the | counts, shewing a total balance in hand of £493 0s. 63d. |

And it was solely the belief

While Wesley (John)
on the other hand as distinctly asserts that *“he had an

Canadian editor, in the brief preface to this * Tract,”—
where he'says that he is “assured that it is against God
these are fighting, whose views and practices are herein

i.e. in Goodwin's ¢ Tract’] so clearly described.” The
idea intended to be conveyed is, that the numerous per-
sons, lay and clerical, who at this moment in the English
Churgh, are exerting themselves for what they believe
to be fundamental principles of that branch of the Catho-
lic Church, and of Christianity, are fighting against God.
Now it is impossible that the editor of this * Tract” can
know this for certain,—except he be endued with some
intuitive infaliibility, which no sound member of the An-
glican branch of Clirist’s Church believes to reside in any
individual on earth. Gamaliel’s way of viewing and put-
ting such matters was safer and more charitable. (Vide
Acts, v. 38, 39.)

I have one or two further remarks to make upon this
“Tract,” but I must defer them for the present. I think
I bave said enough to shew that a man of Dr. Goodwin’s
principles is not a safe guide for a Churchman,—that all
*“the prayerful consideration” in the world could not con-
vert the “ Tracts” of a hater of the English Church—a
good practical hater of the Cromwellian period,—into
wholesome food for the members of that Church in the
present day, I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

April 7th, 1845.

(7o the Editor of The Church.)
Queenston, 11th April, 1845.
Sir,—In the course of the late debate in the House of
Assembly relative to the propriety of granting Col. Fitz-
%"ihb(m £1000 for his services in lien of a grant of land,
Mr. Aylwin said, “he strongly opposed the grant, and
gave as one reason that Col. Fitzgibbon had monopolized
honour that did not vightfully belong to him. He had |
received credit for the affair at the Beaver Dam, whilst |
in point of fact the party to whom that credit was due
was Major Delorimier, a relative of his own, and a native
of Lower Canada; but instead of being rewarded for his
services, Major Delorimier could not obtain the life of his
son when he afterwards solicited it.” Now I think it
proper that Mr. Aylwin should be informed, and that the
country in general should know, in what way Col. Fitz-
gibbon achieved so much honour for the affair at the
Beaver Dam. My wmother living on the frontier the
whole of the late American war, a warm supporter of the .
British cause, frequently met with the American officers,
and upon the occasion of the capture of the American
troops at the Beaver Dam, after our troops,—consisting
of a small detachment under Col. Fitzgibbon, then Lieut.
Fitzgibbon of the 49th Regiment, and some Indians,—
had taken up their position at that place, overheard an
American officer say to other of the officers, that they in-
tended to surprise and captuare the British troops at the
Beaver Dam, without waiting for further information.
My mother, a lone woman, at once left her house to ap-
prize the British troops of what she had heard, and tra-
velled on foot the whole of the way, passing all the Ame-
rican guards, aud many of the Iadian scouts who were
placed along the road, until she arrived at the Beaver
Dam; and enquiring for the officer in command, was in-
trodnced to Col. Fitzgibbon, (then Lieut. Fitzgibbon, as
I said before,) as the officer in command: she then told
him what she had come for, and all she had heard,—that
the Americans intended to make an attack upon them,
and would no doubt, from. their superior numbers, cap-
ture them all. Col. Fitzgibbon, in consequence of this
information, prepared himself to meet the enemy; and
soon after, the attack being made, the American troops
were captured and one or two field-pieces taken, as the
Colonel’s certificate of my mother's services on that oc-
casion, accompanying this communication, will shew. It
might perhaps be as well for me, while upon this subject,
further to state, that I never heard my mother speak of
Major Delorimier, or any other officer, being at the Bea-
ver Dam at that time. Col. Fitzgibbon was the only offi-
cer who appeared. to be in command, to whom my mother
gave the information, and who acted the part he so nobly
did on that ocecasion. I am, Sir,
Your most obed’t serv’t,
Cuas, B. Sscorp.

(CERTIFICATE.)
Toronto, 23rd February, 1837.

T do hereby certify that Mre. Secord, the wife of James Se-
cord of Chippawa, Esquire, did, in the month of June 1813,
walk from her house in the village of St, David’s, to De Cow’s
house in Thorold, by a circuitous route of about twenty miles,
partly through the woods, to acquaint me that the enemy in-
tended to ateempt by surprise to capture a detachment of the
49th Regiment then under my command, she having obtained
such knowledge from good authority, as the event proved.  Mrs,
Secord was a person of slight and delicate frame, and made this
effort in weather excessively warm, and I dreaded at the time,
that she must suffer in health in consequence of fatigue and
anxiety, she having been exposed to danger from the enemy,
through whose line of communication she had to pass. The
attempt was made on my detachment by the enemy and bis de-
tachment, consisting of upwards of 500 men with a field picce,
and 50 Dragoous were captured in consequence. I write this
certificate in a moment of much hurry, and from memory, and
it is therefore thus brief.

(Signed) Jaxes Frrzeisnos,
Formerly Lieut. in the 49th Regt.

Crclesiastical Jutelligence.

CANADA.
DIOCESE OF QUEBEREC.

Our readers will have observed an account of a large
donation for Church purposes to the Lord Bishop of
Montreal, which was circulated in several Provinecial
Journals, 'We are happy to have authority to state that
this account is correct, and therefore we repeat it from a
a Quebee contemporary,—regretting that, from the paper
having been wmislaid and other causes, there has been so
much delay in announcing it.—Ep.

The Lord Bishop of Montreal has received an an-
nouncement by the last mail from England, that an aged
Churchman, a friend of the family from the early days
of his Lordship’s father, the first { Protestant) Bishop of
Quebec, has placed at the unfettered discretion of the
Bishop, for the advancement of the cause of the Gospel
in this Dioeese, the sum of Six Thousand Pounds Ster-
ling. This seasonable act of Christian munificence will
enable the Bishop to carry on with effect the College
founded at Lennoxville, for which a charter has been
procured. The Societies for the Propagation of the
Gospel and for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge
have each given One Thousand Pounds Sterling towards
that Institution, and several private individuals in the
Province have endowed it with land which promises
hereafter to be highly valuable: but the undertaking
has been much retarded and impeded by the insufficiency
of means, and matters began to wear a discouraging as-
pect, when it pleased God to put it into the heart of his
servant here mentioned, to think of the wants of the
Church in Canada. The local contributions thus far ob-
tained will be fully absorbed in the erection of the build-
ings, of which, as our readers will remember, the first
stone was laid by the Bishop in September last.

It may not be uninteresting to state, that the gentle-
man to whom the Church is indebted for this donation,
and who himself lives in great privacy with an establish-
ment upon the most moderate and simple scale, a short
time*ago contributed Five Hundred Pounds towards the
fund for endowing the new Bishopric of New Brunswick,
and that his deceased wife and her brother, a country
Clergyman also deceased, gave Six Thousand Pounds as
their joint contribution towards the Rethnal-Green
Churches erected by the zealous exertions of the Bishop
of London. It is believed that one of those ten churches,
together with its appendages of a parsonage house and a
school house, was built exclusively by means of this con-
tribution. The names of these parties are withheld from
the publie, in accordance with their own habits and sen-
tIimbe|1u in the appropriation of their bounty.—Berean,

‘eb. 27. ;

[ We perceive in the above paper of the 10th instant,
an announcement of certain Ecclesiastical changes in
this Diocese. These may, or may not, take place; but
we can assure our contemporary that there is no authori-
ty whatever for affirming them in the positive manuer in
which they appear to be announced.—Eb.]

POOR FUND OF THE CATHEDRALL,
Amount collected in the Cathedral, Quebee, during the

year ended Easter, 1845:—.................. £427 8 3
‘Which sum was distributed, as follows :—
1.—To aged, infirm, or otherwise disabled

poor ....... .£ 6313 6
2.—To Male Orpban Asylum... 150 6 0
3.—To Destitnte Children not

Orphans, but abandoned by

their parents, &C...iicvesiviiver 77 4 5
4,—Medical Aid to the poor,

(this comprehends Medicines

only, the services of the Phy-

sician being gratuitous)......
5.—Burial of Paupers............

1210 0
10 18 9

%

The receipts of the past month have been as follows :

Collections on Septuagesima ............ cooues 23789
Collections for Widows and Orphans’ Fund... 3 10 0
Annual Subseriptions in Toronto .......c....... 10 0 0
Remittances from Eastern Branch Association 23 6 6

6

Sales at the Depository to 29th March inclusive 27 4

Total receipts...... e £91 4 9

The payments during the same period have been as
follows:

Accounts passed at the last Meeting............

T. Rigney & Co.’s account, passed June, 1844

Half year's Salary, to 24th March, of Mr. F.

£70 3 6
1 4 0

Wilsou, Interpreter at Port Sarnia ......... 18 15 0
Collector’s comMmMISSION  .u.cvtiivieniinirniincinnns 010 0
£90 12 6

The Standing Committee recommended the payment
of the following accounts:

£ s d.
Thos. Champion, Salary ......... £10 8 4
Bay’s wages.....0uniiile SR 1713274" 13 “148
Disbursements in February and March ..... sivehides @1 1o
£16 3 1}

The Standing Committee recommended, that a Com-
mittee consisting of three members be appointed, to be
called the Land Committee, to whom shall be committed
the duty of preparing all business relative to lands, and
submitting the same to the consideration of the Society
at their General Meetings; and that J. H. Cameron, J.
G. Chewett, and Ogden greightou, Esquires, be the Land
Committee, till the General Meeting in April 1846, or un-
til another Committee be appointed.

It was resolved, that the thanks of the Church Society
of the Diocese of Toronto, be given to Wm. Proudfoot
Esq., for his donation of the south half of Lot 11, in the
12th concession of Collingwood, containing 100 acres,—
for Church purposes in the Home District.

It was resolved, that the thanks of the Church Society
of the Diocese of Toronto be given to David Gilkison
Esquire, for his donation of Village Lot No. 13, in Elora,
for a Parsonage.

THE OPENING OF THE NEW CHURCH OF TRINITY AT
CRIPPAWA.
(7o the Editor of The Church.)
The Falls, Niagara District.

Rev. Sir,—As every circumstance connected with the
welfare of the Church of England, must necessarily be
interesting to her people in Canada, the following relation
of an exceedingly delightful and important ceremony, the
opening of the new Church of Trinity, at Chippawa, on
Easter Sunday last, by the Rev. William Leeming, Rec-
tor, is forwarded for insertion in the pages of the Church.

The Church rebuilt, after the destruction of the former
edifice by incendiarism in 1838, of brick, with stone
facings, square tower and tinned spire, presents an im-
posing appearance from the road near the village. The
chancel is at present the only part finished for Divine
Service. The screen, rails and pillars, of substantial and
richly wrought black walnut, of good workmaaship,
bighly creditable to the exertions and taste of the Rector,
at whose sole expense the chancel hus been erected and made
ready for Divine Worship! The east window is, as it
ought to be, of great size, and throws a full body of light
into the Church; the inner facings of all the windows,
which are of great height, are black walnut, with the
organ gallery of the same, and, if the stalls or sittings are
made of the like materials, will give a noble appearance
to this truly beautiful structure.

The day was highly propitious. The members of St.
Johu’s Church, Stamford, desirous of testifying their
veneration for the solemn occasion, and their deep sense |
of obligation so justly due to their esteemed Rector, mus- |
tered in great force: nine carriages, including two from
St. Davids, and, not the least gratifying part of the spec-
tacle, three well filled, containing the bonnie boys and
girls of the Sunday-school in connection with the Church,
dressed in their best, looking the picture of joy and hap-
piness, left the village at an early hour for this purpose.
The Church was well filled, and from the organ gallery
the coup d'@il was indeed beautiful: a more attentive and
orderly congregation it has rarely been our lot to witness
in Canada, and highly creditable to all present. On this
occasion the service commenced with part of the Hun-
dredth Psalm by the choir; at the end of the Litany was
sung the Easter Hymn; after the Communion Service,
part of the 84th Psalm. The choir consisted of nearly
twenty voices, with instrumental aid. The preacher took
his text from 1 Kings viii. 13, 7 have surely built thee an
house to dwell in, a settled place for thee to abide in for ever;”
and gave an excellent discourse, suitable to the solemn
occasion, the dedieation of the Temple to the true worship
of God,—enlarging on the advantages and privileges the
inhabitants again possessed, after many years of inconve-
nience, of assembling themselves together in His house,
to offer prayers and supplications to the Throne of Grace,
for mercies promised and received; urging the necessity
and duty of parents bringing their children and household
to join the congregation, which, when neglected, as too
often is the case, lead to misery and wretchedness in this
world, and everlasting punishment in the next; exhort-
ing, with much fervor and earnestness, the members of
the Church to partake more frequently and regularly of
the Holy Communion, and more particularly on this
solemn and joyful day, in commemoration of the glorious
resurrection from the dead of our blessed Saviour and
Redeemer Jesus Christ; entreating all to live as much as
possible in peace and harmony with their neighbour, fol-
lowing the example of Him “who died and rose again for
our justification.” This part of the service terminated
with the Anthem for the Sacrament, on the 26th Psalm,
“I will wash my hands in innocency.” The collection
for the Church amounted to £8 10s. Forty communi-
cants partook of the Holy Sacrament.

A few remarks may not perhaps be irrelevant to the
occasion. Those who joined in the service of the choir
deemed it a very high privilege and honour to take a part
in this necessary division of the service: when in the way
of duty, trouble and a little extra exertion should form a
very secondary consideration in the way: the pleasure
was enhanced by uniting with those who are very capable
of forming a most efficient choir, and it may, without fear
of contradiction or flattery, be asserted, that sweeter and
more powerful voices are not to he found in the district
than in Chippawa. An organ, no doubt, will be procured,
when, we trust, the choir of Chippawa Church will soon
be behind none in the Province. Every individual pos-
sessing “a singing talent” shonld remember that this is
given for a good purpose, *to glorify God in the congre-
gation;”’—to withhold or refuse to join, is an absolute sin.
There is, unfortunately, in too many congregations of the
Church, a great want of spirit or exertion to raise a choir,
even when the qualifications of a high extent are existing;
this is to be deeply lamented. In the first place, we are
not giving that glory to God which is enjoined us, by
“praising Him in the congregation,” nor do we

“ Sing to the Lord a new wade song,
Who wondrous things has done

Still less do we obey the command—

“ Let therefore earth’s inhabitants
Their cheerful voices raise,
And all with universal joy
Resound their Maker's praise.”

In the second place, we throw the whole burden of the

service on the Clergyman, which ought not to be.  Let us

hope, then, that all who can sing will be ready to join in
“ Praising Him from whom all blessings flow ;"

and that this necessary and important part of the service
of God will be more attended to than it has, in too many
instances, been. The writer of this communication takes
no small blame to himself on this very account: when
the means can be raised, there should be an organ in every
Church; the addition of a violincello and flute will be
advantageous where good performers can be found.

It is to be hoped that the Building Committee, with the
worthy Rector as Chairman, ex-officio, will not spoil this
heautiful place of worship with large square pews, so un-
sightly and so repugnant to the intended purpose of Di-
vine Worship, of making the house of God free to all who
will enter and partake the blessings of the Gospel; this
may easily be remedied by dividing the body of the Church
into three divisions of stalls, with two aisles,and allotting
a required number of stalls in the centre or sides, wiTH
DHORS, to the shareholders or subseribers ; by throwing
all open, there are inconveniences of an occasional un-
pleasant nature which this plan will prevent. A new
strong board fence, no doubt early contemplated, will be
a great improvement, and if the church-yard is tastefully
planted with flowering shrubs and evergreens, it will be
quite an vrnament to the place and village. A very good
zlan is adopted by the Churchwardens of a neighbouring

hurch: a small sum, 2s. 6d. currency, is exacted over
and above for the grave, for the interment of each corpse,
to keep the fence lately put up in repair; had this been
done as it ought, at the first, a very heavy outlay would
have been saved to those who have had to bear the
expense, :

In decorating their temples of worship and beautifying
and securing their places of sepulture for the dead, our

6.—Casnal and temporary relief
to the poor. assistance to ena-
ble persons to return home, &c. 108 10 11
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Balance in hands of Church Warden
— Quebec Mercury.

DIOCESE OF TORONTO.

CTUnca Socrery’s Housk,
April, 1845.
The Lorp Bisaop in the chair.
At the General Meeting of the Society, held Wednes-
day, 2d April, 1845, the minutes of the last meeting were
read.

The Treasurer laid on the table a statement of his ac- '

neighbours on the opposite side deserve the greatest cre-
| dit, and in these we might, with much benefit and credit
| to ourselves, copy their noble example. A little exertion
and moderate outlay, annually, on the part of all the
members (and where is the individual in Canada too poor
to afford one or the other) will effect much. “God loveth
a cheerful giver:” let us, in return, shew ourselves grate-
| ful to the “Giver of all good” for mercies innumerable
showered upon us, and make a thankful return; we must
remember that we are only stewards of the gifts God has
placed in our possession, for the benefit of others as well
as ourselves, and that beautifying the house of God to the
utmost of our power, attending his services and obeying
his precepts and commands, are duties of the very highest
importance, and well-pleasing in His sight; while the
neglect of these will be irretrievable when called to our
final account,

A CHURCHWARDEN.

~

i Branch, to be unremitting in their prayers for t
i and life from above which alone, by the divine merey,

( From the Prince Edward Gazette, April 11.)

The Quarterly General Meeting of the PRINCE Ep-
WARD Branca ofF THE CHURCH SoCIETY, h
the Church, Picton, last Monday evening, and, althoug
the weather prevented the vencrable Archdeacon &%
several other Clergymen and gentlemen residing at 2 15
tance, from attending, there was a numerous assemblage
of the most hearty members of the Church, and a full at=
tendance of the efficient choir which graces this locality:
The Chairman of the District, our respected Rector, ha~
ving offered up prayers, and a Secretary having beent
named, Mr. Macaulay opened the business of the evening
by a statement of the objects of the Society, and of the
present Meeting. - He afterwards gave a lucid sketeh
the triumphant course of Christianity and its plantation
in this land, then proceeded with many interesting details
in showing its progress in this Province, and ended by
urging on its professors an increased necessity of SUP
porting this Society.

The whole of Mr. Macaulay's address was listened to
with deep interest, and responded to in a string of eleven
Resolutions, of which the following are the principali—

The first, moved by the Rev. 8. Grviys, and seconded
by Davip Smiru Esq., is a confession which we trust
will be the harbinger of aetivity:

That nothing is, by experience, found more fatal to.the best
designs, than languor in carrying them into exccntion.

2nd. Moved by the Rey. J. DEacox, seconded by Mr.
STRIKER— H

That “ The Church Society of the Diocese of Toronto,” 8im*
ing in its Constitution and all its parts, to promote the beﬂf"'_"
jects and the interests most dear to man, opens to every indi-
vidual such a variety of modes of contributing thereto, that
every such contributor must find a source of happiness a8
self-complaceney in conducing, according to his ability, 10 i
success.

3rd. Moved by C. Morrmmer Esq., seconded by Wi
CockEeLy, Esq.—

That the substantial object of this Society is to plant fh'
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in this country, and to bring
the hearts and conduct of all. under the appointed means of the
Church, to the obedience of the Faith.

4th. Moved by Wm. Cockert Esq., seconded by Mr.
JoHNSON—

5% Moved by Dr. WHITE, sSeconded by Mr.’B"’r;i:

6th. Moved by the Rev. S. Grvins, seconded bY
JonNsoN—

7th. Moved by W. Grant Esq., seconded bY
WaITE— by

8th. Moved by the Rev. JoB DEeacox, seconded
Mr. WORRELL— : i)

Were expressive of thanks to the Bishop of the DIO“;”'“
of a will to contribute to the funds of the Society,—of gratity
to the beneficence of Gud,—and of a resolution to remove
obloquy which has hitherto seemed to be gathering over us:

9th. Moved by Mr. W. Warracg, seconded by Mr.
5 STRIKER—

That by way of commencement in this good work of retrac®’
ment, all present do now step forward and make donations & ;
subseriptions, and that Committees be named to promote wit
out delay (reporting to the Chairman) the same objects throv,
out the District.

10th. Moved by Mr. Coox, seconded by Mr. R. Jom¥*
SON— i
That Cecil Mortimer, D. L. Fairfild, and P. Low, Esquircs
be a committee to represent the Prince Edward Dls!r:cl B"“in
at the Annual Meeting of the Church Society at Lorontos
June.

11th. Moved by the Rey. S. Grviys, seconded by W
CockELL, Esq.— agr

That the best combinations of man depend at all t_lm'ﬁ’ =
the protective wisdom of Divine Providence, and that it 18 8

s v rich
cordingly recommended to all the members of this Distric
hat guidance
can bring

to a happy maturity the excellent ohjects of the Church Society*

The thanks of the meeting having been voted 0 "‘:ﬁ
chair, the Chairman left the chair and Mr. Coekell :
voted to it. It was moved by Dr. White and secoty i
by D. Smith Esq., that the thanks of the meeting be'g"'nﬁ
to the Reverend Chairman. After which this gratify!
meeting broke up about 10, p. M. {10
It would be worse than futile on our part to 'ntfemP,n
give a report of the speeches delivered on this mterestlﬂ‘
oceasion. ‘The auditors alone can appreciate_the beé,’ o
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