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THE RIVER AND THE SEA..

BY THE REV. J. BRODIE, MONTMAIL, SCOTLAND.

«Qh that thou 'hadst hearkened to My commandments! then had thy peace beenasa river, and thy
righteousness as the waves of the sea’—Isa1AE xLviL 18

In these words the Redeemer mourns
«over the perversity of His people, and con
strasts the wretched and hopeless condition
into which their rebeliion had broaght thgm,
with the glerious positien to which, through
His grace, they had been called. The
peace promised to his believer—that is,
the joy and satisfaction which spring sup
within him when he receives and rests on
the saviotir-&is compared to a river, His
righteousness—that is, kis title in the eye
of the law to parden and to acceptance-—
ds likened to the waves of the seca. His
Peace is the present revemue which Lis
inheritance affords, and mno amount of
«earthly joy .can equal its value; his vight-
eousuess is the tenure Ly which this in-
heritance is held, and no title is “so secure
as the covenanted promise of God.—
‘These are the elements which confer pre-
wiousness ot the pertion which the Lord
bestows on his people; and the similitude

employed in our text affords an appropri- |
ate illustration, both of their nature, and 1

‘of the connection that smbsists between
them,

1. THE PEACE OF THE BELIEVER IS

burning waste, comes all at cuce in sight
of the valley in which a noble stream is
roling along. A scene of beauty bursts
en his wiew. He sees a smiling plain,
stretched out before him, in which meadow
and grove alternate with the cultivated
ficld; and herb, and tree, and living thing
"ssem to flourish as in another Hden.—e
The track over whick he has passed is des-
olate, as if swept with the besgn of de-
struction; the country before him seems
bright and fair, as if the blight of sin had
never passed over it—Such is the pesce
of the believer, and such are the joys of
those that keep the commandments -of
the Lord. And striking as i3 the con-
trast between the well-watered banks of
the stream and the barren desert beyond
them, equally striking is the contrast be-
tween thecondition of him who walks in
“wisdorn's ways,” and the deadness and
hopeles:ness of those who *know uot
God.”

The sources of the river are many and
tearious—If we trace the river from i
I mouth, where it pours its treasures into
I'the deep, up to its feeble beginning in the

LIKE A RIVER.—Of all the objects that in | mountain, we find it drawing its supply
any landscape can meet the eye, the yiver i from a multitude of tributaries, of varied
s one of the most interesting and beauti- ! size and course. On one hand, we sez a
ful. In Whﬂfevel‘ aspect it may appezu',-—-'g torrent rushing impetuously down the
whether tossing and foaming ‘among the | hill; on another, a sluggish brook creeping
'Of’kf‘ of the mountain gorge, or smc}nth'lv : through the mavsh: here a powerful stream
gl‘ld‘[’g along in the Jevel plain; whether ' bringing down a swelling flood ; and there,.
winding through the open field and glit-| a little rill, supplying its tiny store. All
tering 1n the sun, or Howing through the ! of them, however, whether great or small,
shade of the forest and covered with gloom | increase the river’s tMe. Such is the,
—the river attracts and delights the ab- | experience of the believer. At one time
servant eye.  Tlis is the ease even in the ! a gushing joy fills his bosom, and he feels
well-watered fands of our colder climes. ! as if, like the apostle he were caught up to
In the sunny regions of the south, where | the third heaven; at another, a scanty

the drought of summer i more severely |

felt, the beauty of the river is still more
readily confessed. The beauty is more es-
pecially remarkable when it comes . into
contrast with the desert plain, It not un-
Trequently happens that the traveller, after

pussing through many 8 weary mile of

drop of consolation sustains him in his
wour of need; now, he is cheered by the
truths that are taught ir the mouns, of or-
dinances; and again, he is comforted l.)y
the lessons imparted in the valley of afilia,
tion. Many and manifold sre the tfhn'
nals througg which the heavenly gift is
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eonveyed; and all of them to the increase
of his bliss. :

When we further direct our attention
to the treasury from which the tribute
paid to the stream & originally derived, we
find that the primary source of the whole
is rain and snow that comes from hea-
vwen. If the shower were to. be withheld,
the stream would cease, and its channel
acon bse dry. Thus. alsoit is with the spiritual
peace-of the-saint. Additions are brought
to it through many a varied channel; but
all of them originate in the marvellous
goodness of the Lerd. His werd, His
ardinances, and the workings of His pro-
vidence, contribute in their turn te the
blessedness ;. in its commencement, and in
all its ingre§se, it is the free gift of His infi-
nite love.

The course of the river i very varied—
The course of the stream is never straight,
It is continually turning, semetimes to the
right hand, and sometimes to the left.—
Its current alse perpetually varies, At
one place it foams and tosses ever a bar-
fer of rocks, at another it winds its shug-
gish way through the reedy pool. At
oue time it passes throngh the open plain,
at another itis hemmed in by the moun-
tain, or hidden by the forest. But what-
ever the direetion in which it rans,
whatever the scemes through which it
passes, these eutward eireumstanees do not
affect its strength. It still flows on, and, in
almost every case, as its eourse is lengthen-
ed, its chaunel is deepened, and its vol-
mme is enlarged. Thus, also, # is with
the Christin’s inward peace. Its course
is never straight. It meets with many an
mterruption, and witnesses many a ehange;
Lut whether the sunshine of onward l])l'os-
perity beam on it, or the gleom of adver-
sity envelope it, these ouiward cireumstan-
ees have but listl® effeet. It still flows
on.  The comforts and honors of time do
ot affect the joy within. Even spiritual
privileges, valnable as they are, must not
be relied en.  As the river’s strength does
not depenc on the scenery that surrounds
it, but on the supplies of moisture that
descend from above; so the (hristian’s
peace does not proceed from the influence
of external circumstances, but from the
outpouring of the Spirit of grace,

- Wa further rewarked that the river, in

THE GOOD NEWS.

almost every case, incraases in size ay
proceeds on its course, A similar progress
characterizes the comfort and hope of the
Christian, when he keeps the command-
wents of his God. The river, iseuing
from its mountain seurce, rushesom in
impetwous career, and its voice is beard
afar; but when its augmented stream
ghdes through the valley below, its current
is smooth, and' it utters no somnd. Whenr
the shallow brook is dimin®hed by the
swmmer’s dreught, it murmurs in #s stony’
bed ; but whew the melting snow has filled
it from bauk te bank, 7t sweeps swiftly
yet silently aleng. In Lke manner, the
oy of the young believer may be more
demonatrative than that of the aggg sainty
but the feeling is not so dech. * &s the
Christfan advanees in his path to Heaverr
his inward biessedness th ereases in strengthy
and uniformity of progress, though jts ont—
ward expression may be Jess. ‘

‘T'he cffects produced 5y the wiver are
profitable and pleasing.—The herbage
that clothes the watered meadow is freshr
and green; trees that fringe the margin of
the brook are rich in foliage anmd luxuriant.
in growth. Every one confesses the re-
markable beauty of the Psalmist’s simili-
tude, when he compares the upright man
to a ‘“tree planted by the rivers of water,.
that bringeth forth his fruit in her seasony
and his leaf also shall vot wither,” When
water is supplied, more especially in the
sunny climes of thesonth, herb, and plant
and frait-bearing tree appesr in their glossy
vigour ; but when moisture is denied, they
wither and die.  The auimal creation,
in like manner, rejoices in the presence of
the stream. Tn it the bird snd the bessy
allay their thhst; and man employs it, in
many a varied appliance, for his comfort
and bealth.~—In ali this we bave an ap-
propriate illustration of the beneficial ef-
fects that flow frem peace in believing.—
When there 18 joy within, devetion to God,
gratitude to the Redeemer, and love to
our fellow-men, every graee that can adorn
the Chuistian ebaracter, will fourish and
grow; and the Jarger the measure of our
| peace, the more benefieial will its influence
be. Those avound us will also partake
of the benefit. When the Chuistian re.
 joices in the assurance of God's love, the
‘desponding are eneouraged by his exam-
[ ples the hopeful are strengthened in thee
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‘:?i:' #nd even the ‘careless are led to desire
w share in the bleséing‘

This diffusion of the benefit, which he
himself receives, tends to increase the be-
Yever's joy. When the herb and tree
drink up the water of the stream, we
might at first suppose that this would tend
40 lessen its flow; bus the effect produced
is directly the reverse. The rush and fi
that cover the rifl, and the foliage that
shades the river, protect them from the in-
fluence of the drying wind and scorchin
-sun, and thus afford a rich return for the
sustenance they receive, When the col.
onist settles i a cowntry covered with
wood, he very freqaeutly finds water on
every sile; but when his hatchet has
<cleared ﬁehs, and the yellow com waves
where the forest grew, the brook that was
sufficient to tarn the miller’s wheel does
little more than supply the wants of the
farm. The stream thatmesnders through
verdure, proceeds with andimiaished flow ;
while that which runs through the leafless
sdesert, evaporates and wastes away. The
<experience of the people of God is precise-
ly similar. It is when watering others
that we ourselves are rofreshed. If there.
fore, we desire that our peace may be as
8 niver, ever flowing, and ever deepuing
as it flows, we must not only seek to be
abundantly supplied with the blessing
from above, we must at the same time en.
deavor to promote the spiritual welfare of
those around us and ‘be like our great ex-
ample, continually doing good,

- g;u TRE BELISVER'S RIGHTEOUSNESS
s Ptgun_ TO THE WAVES OF THE SEA.
oy the righteousness of the beliover
eemetx’mes understand the merit'of the
Red m{r)ner’s sacrifice snd service,that s, the
}Z, 1 hgsness of Christ imputed to Hig peo-
gm?mlcb .forma their title to pardon and
acke lL.innee,an(l 8ometimes we regar it as
ot g bo that heliness of hean, and jo-
ogrity of life, which,are imparted 1, them
Y the operation of the Spirit. It is evi-
dent that, in the verse before us, the ex-
g;mlon can only referto the merits of the
deemer imputed to the believer, That

:;glbteousness is infinite in measurg ang ;
uuf:‘:’h and may fitly be Compared to the
taiamemm’ble deep. But the highest at-
broi 0t6 in personal holiness tg which
ever can reach, are ag poth-

m

ing; and, instead of being compared to
the sea, should rather be likened to the

00l that is formed by the passing shower.
{’t is limited iu its extent, it is shalow, and
defiled.

The sea i vast and deep—When we
stand on theshoreof the ocean, and stretch
our eye over its wide expanse; when we
take ship, and voyage onward, for days
and weeks, and months, with nothing but
water all around; when we think of the
ocean spreading north, and south, and

B | east and west, compassing the globe; the

imagination feels ~oppressed with the
thought of its vast extent. When we cal-
culate its depth, aud find that it is not to
be measured by feet, or by fathoms, bt
by miles, the fall amount of its watery
mass fills the mind with awe.- It may be
set down in figures, but it cannot})e im-
agined in thought.—~Kven such is the
tighteousness of the saints. The value of
the Saviour's sufferings, as a satisfaction
for their guilt, the value of His obedience,
as their title to reward, like the mighty
mass of the ocean, surpass our power of
comprehension. ‘

Vain, moreover, would be any attempt
to caleulate the amount. Their peace is
like the river. Tt hzs a limit; the-eye can
range from bank to bank. Its deepest
reach can easily be fathomed for itis pro-
portioned Yo the capacity of the soul that
it fills. Their righteousness is, like the
ocean, vast, incomprehensible; for it is pro~
portioned to the value set by the Eternal
Father on the sacrifice and service of His
son, Tie bhlessing which they actually
possess has a measure, but their title to
blessing has none. Their capacity of en-
Joyment is like the river, it lies within nar-
row bounds; but the Saviour's merit,
which constitutes their right and cfaim, is
like the sea. It is an ocean,—an ocean im=
measurable,—without a bottom, and with-
out a shore, ,

The sea is terrible to all that oppos-
es #—The fearful power of the angry deep
when its waves have been roused into
fury, and billow after billow comes rolling
in, impresses the beholder with dread.—

The stately ship—thelabor of many hands
for many months, its timbers of the
strongest oak, its bolts of brass and iron,
when sailing before 8 prosperous breeze,
seems like a giaut going forth to the bat-
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tle, proudly defiant of every foe; but if it
strike on the sandbark or rock, and there
be exposed to the force of the wave, its
strongest fastenings are snapped asunder,
and its timbers are strewed in eonfusion
on the shore, Even the rcky bul wark,
which the Creaior’s hand has raised to
slay the advancing tide,shows in its water-
worn caverns, the power of the surge.—
More terrible by far, however, than the
great ‘sea billows,” is the righteous ven-
geance of the Lordtoward those who de-
spise and oppress His people. -Touch not
Mine anointed,’ saith the Lord, ‘do My pre-
phets no harm.” They go forth as Jambs
In the midst of wolves;’ but their Avenger
is enthroned above, and ‘he thut toucheth
them toucheth the apple of His eye'—
Let the persecutors of the saints beware;
those who lay snares for the <ouls of the |
simple beware. Veogeance now may sleep, |
all may be still aud peaceful as the glassy |
surface of the sea in the calm of a sum- |
wer's eve; but when it i3 roused into fury,
who or where is he that may stand before
the wrath of the Lamb?

The sew is an effectual protsction to
all that it covers.—The surface of the
ocean, white with foaming breakers, an
object of fear and dread to all who are ex-
posed to itsshock, is an appropriate em-
blem of the terrible anger of the Lord.—
Even in the timc of thestorm, however, if
we could dive down into its depths, we
should find that there all wasealm. While
the surface-water of the sea, impelled by
the hurricane, is dealing destiuetion on all
that comes within its reach, a few fathoms
underneath the sea-weed expands its ten-
der fromds, the zoophyte stretches out its
branch and its filmy arms, and shells of
the most fragile kind are spread around,
and receive no harm. If they are east
nipon the shore, they are instantly brokea;
but while covered with the deep, they fear '
no evil.  Buch is the protection which
the imputed righteousness of Jesus sup-
plies to those who put their trust in him.
The day of vengeance may arise, and the
wrath of an angry God may be roused;
His encmies may flee before Him, and, in
blindfold terror, may call on the rocks and
manntains to fall on them and hide them
from Iis fury ; but His people rest secure.
The storm may rage; but its force passes
over them, *Who shall lay anything to
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the charge of God's efect? It is God that
justifieth.” *If God' be for us-‘'who can be
against ns ¥

III. THE cONNEETION THAT SUBSISTS
BETWEER TRE PEACE AND TRE RIGHTEOCTS-
NESS OF THE BELIEVER, I3 LIKE THAT
WHEICH I8 FOUND BETWEEN THE RIVER
AND THE SEA.

All the water that flows in #ill or river:
comes from the ocean.~It is the action of
the sun, shining on the surface of the
deep, and the absorbent power of the
breeze passing overit, that raise the vapor
whicii, by the curious mechanism of the
atmosphere, is  afterwards formed into
clond and mist, and showersd down on
the earth in rain and snow.—Here again,
our emblem is most appropriate. The
peace of the bLeliever, like the rain that
swells the stream, comes from above. All
is the gift of a gracious God. Rs original
source, however, is the righteonsness, the
redeeming work of Christ.  Fallen man, in
himself, can look to Heaven for nothin
but vengeanca From the bounty of God,
as Creaior, he can hope for no good ; all
such claim has been forfeited hy sin. It
i only from the mercy of God, as His
Redecmer, that any blessing can come:to-
ruined man.  In Christ we have ‘“bun-
danee of peace,” but, without Him, we have
nothing before us but woe. When, there-
fore, we rejoice in his grace, we must not
only offer the tribute of praise, but with
that praise we must mingle confession.—
When we bless the Lord for his goodness
we musk remember that the goodness has
been shown to the ungrateful and tRe re-
ballious. Like the liningt ones before the
throne, who, while they unite with the
angelsin ascribing honour, glory, and bless-
ing to the Lamb, cast their crowns at His
feet, and offer up their homage to Him:

! who had redeemed them by His blood, we-

must remember that every blessing has
bLeen purchased for us by the agonies of the
cross.  “Not unto us, Lord, not unto us,
but unto Thy name be all the glory.’

All the water in the river returns again
to the sca.—¢ Unto the place from whence
the rivery eome, thither they return again.’
In like manner, all the blessings bestowed
on His people mot only come from the
grace of the Saviour, but are intended to be
employed in extending the dominion and
confirming  the government of the greaj
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Immanuel. As the éternal Son, He poss-
gsses in Himself all the perfections of di-
vinity ; a8 the son of Mary, the ¢man Christ
Jesus,” He is without spot or blemish; as
the great Atonement, He needs not, and
asks not, the aid of any; but, as the Head
of the Church, in gathering in and perfect-
ing His saints, His people are called on to
act as His agents and fellow-laborers.  All
their taleuts and their opportunities must
be devoted to His service. As every grace
bestowed upon them comes from the
Redeemer, so every gift must re-
turn to the source from which it came,
through earnest endeavour to perform
His will and honor His holy name.—
In this devotion of themselves to God, be-
lievers find their highest enjoyment and
their highest reward. A sharein the Re-
deemer’s righteousness is the foundation
of all their hopes; a share in His labor of
love, in the work which the Father hath
given Him todo, is the heightof their am-

bition and the perfection of their bliss.
Such are the privileges of true believers,
Peace as a river, Righteousness as the
waves of the sea. Their present revenue
is the peace that passeth understanding ;
the tenure of their possession is the in-
finite merit of Christ; and the destiny that
I sat before them is a perfected union
with the Saviour, when clothed in his
:'hghteousness, and bearing His likeness,
they shall share in His glory and associate

n His work, .
likew&,th such prospects before us, let us,
oy i o g

seeking, through ever
E‘;::‘(‘;] (‘;f grace, to be filled with the f’ufi
od; and, being filled, let us de-
vote ourselves, ang all the gif

iy ’ e gifts that are
g en ll's, to the Promotion of our brother’
well-being, and 1o the ad O our brothers
vancement of the

Redeemer's cauge,
T e e— ’

“I THOUGHT IT waA
T S M TH-
ER’'8 VOICE.» ¥ MOTH

A friend told me, not

long
Btory about kind words A gg&i ?ag;agtiif?é i

In one of our large cities %
’ ur s , Was S ink-
m'g' ial;::ugust asthe brutal keez;:-' '\lv"i,:t‘}]n:::,kt-
3 & man out into the strop
moﬁ“ﬁ' and very pale, byt hit; h?e ‘::3
gome 1 V:&(‘i eyes told that e wug ve%f!ﬁﬂ“
romd to Tuin, o6 with horrid

oaths he brandished his clenched fists, swear-
ing that he would be reveaged upon the man
who had so ill-nsed him. This poor young
man was so excited and blinded with pasgion
that he did not see the lady, who stood very
near to him, until she laid ber hand upon his
arm, and spoke, in her gentle, loving voice,
asking him what was the matter.

At the first kind word the young man
started as though a heavy blow had struck
him, and turned quickly round, paler than be-
fore, and trembling from head to foot. He
surveyed the lady for a moment, and then,
with a sigh of relief, he said—

« [ thought it was my mother’s voice, it
sounded so strangely like it. But her voice
has been hushed in death for many years.”

“You bad a mother, then,” said the lady,
“and she loved you?”

With that sudden revulsion of feeling which
often comes to people of fine nervous tem-.
peraments, the young man burst into tears,
and sobbed out, “ Ob, yes, I had an angel
mother, and she loved her boy! but since
she died all the world has been against me,
and I am lost! lost to good society, lost to
honour, lost to decency, and lost for ever!”

“No, not lost for ever; for God is mercifal,
and his pitying love can reach the chief of
sinners,” said the lady, in her low, sweet voice;
and the timely words swept the hidden chords
of feeling which had been untouched in the
young man'’s heart so long, thrilling it with
magic power, and awakening a host of tender
emotions, which had been buried very deep
beneath the rubbish of sin and crime.

More gentle words the lady .spoke, and
when she passed on her way the young man
followed her. He marked the house where
she entered, and wrote the pame which was
on the silver door-plate in his little memoran-
dum-book. Then he walked slowly away,
with a deep, earnest look on his white face,
and deeper, more earnest feclings in his ach-
ing heart.

Years glided by, and the gentle lady bad
quite forgotten the incident we bave related,
when one day a stranger sent np his card, and
desired to speak with her. Wondering much
who it could be, she went down to the par-
lour, where she found a noble-looking, well-
dressed man, who rose deferentially to t
her. Holding out hishand he said—* Pardon
me, madam, for this intrusion; but I bave
come many miles to thank you for the great
service you readered me a few yedars ago,
said he, in a trembling voice. ‘

‘Ihe lady was puzzled, and asked for an ex-
planation, as she did not rFmember ever hav-
g seen the gentlemun before,’ v

%1 bave c%omlged so mach,” said the man,
“that yon have quite Porgotten me; but
though Y only egw your Gice olice, 1 am stre
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X should have recognized it anywhere. And
Your voice too; itis so like my mother's!”

Those last words made the’ lady remember
the poor young man she had kindly spoken to
ia front of the drinking saloon so long before,
and she mingled her tears with those which
were falling slowly over the man's cheeks.—
After the first gush of emotion had subsided,
the gentleman sat down and toid the lady
how those few gentle words had saved him,
and been instrumental in making him what he
then was,

“The earnest expression of ¢ No, not lost
for ever, followed me wherever I went,” said
he, “and it always seemed that it was the
voice of my mother speaking to me from the
tomb. I repented of my many transgressions,
sad resolved to live as Jesas and my mother
would be pleased to have me; and by the
mercy and grace of God I have been enabled
%o resist temptation, and keep my good reso-
lations.”

“Thank God!” exclaimed the lady; «I
never dreamed there was such power in a few
kind words’before, and surely ever after this 1
shall take more pains to speak them to all the
ﬁd}nd suffering ones I meet in the walks of
ife.

REFLEX INFLUENCEOF CHRISTIAN
EFFORT.

Christianity has very little in com mon with
the maxims of this world, Worldly wisdom
is oniy another name for selfishness; heavenly
wisdom is synonymous with benevolence.—
The former renders the individual everything,
aud the commuuity nothing, except as it con-
tributes to the gratification or aggrandizement
of self. The latter merges self into the service
of our common bumanity. The principles are
distinct as darkness and light. J esug, the found-
er of Christianity,was the embodiment of bene-

volence, the prototype of every excellence.— |

Satan, the fountain of worldly wisdom, is the
embodiment of selfishness, the enemy of right-
oousness. The former went about doing good;
the latter as a roaring lion goes aboutseeking
whom he may devour. But Christianity,
while it lays the axe at the root of the tree of
selfishuess, promises to its promulgation the
highest reward. «The liberal soul shall be
made fat, and he that waters others shall him-
self be watered.”

The Christian ,in his effort, has a double
reward. The benevolence of his soul is grati-
fied in seeing the object of his compassion re-
Tieved, and while thus contributing to the jo
of others, he kas the internal satisfaction of
having dose his duty.

Qhristian effort promotes humility, a central
and indispensable Christian grace. ~ We know
not our own weakness till we have tested it

Y | The doctrine should, as to
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by effort;. nor do we know our strength till
We learn, by the fruitlessness of self-dependent
effort, to lema upon our Strength and our Re-
deemer.

Christian effort gives new life}to prayer.—
It is in our conscious weakness we are
driven to the throne of gracefand there we
renew our streugth, and beneath the) shadow
of the cross, if ever, become strong in the
Lord aad in the power of his strength. Prayer
is the language of humility and self-renuncia-
tion. It recognizes God upon the throne,
and the suppliant before him in the condition
of the most absolute dependence.

Active Christian effort dispels the doubts
that spring from idleness. Spiritual sloth is
fatal to religious enjoyment. Had it not been
for the newly opened chanuels of benevolence
which missions and Sabbath-schools have
presented, it is our deliberate judgment Chris-
tianity could not long have held its own with
the fearful odds of the new recruits”of infidel-
ity and worldliness against it. The minds of
Fuller and Hall, of Ryland and Sutcliff, and
many other able ministers in Kngland, were
absorbed inefforts to comfort theirdesponding
brethren, when the cry of ‘millions of the
heathen world roused the churches, whose
members were relieved from:doubts justin
proportion to their interest in missions.—San
Francisoo Evangel.

THE DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY.

A person who is seeking God, and seeking
salvation through his Son, ought to apply the
doctrine of the diviae so vereignty, not thus,
“God is sovereign, and therefore, though now
I am seeking salvation, yet he may eny it
me,” for this is false; but this, “ God is sove-
rei{n, and therefore he might have left me, as
he bag left others, not to seek him, but to re<
and despise him ; but this'he has not
done.” That is the proper sphere of the
divine sovereignty.

It is mavifested in the wopderful working,
whereby, in the course of his providence, ope
person is made to seek after him, while
auother is left not to do so, But it is not
manifested in this, that any ever sought his
JSace in vain, (Is. xlv. 19.) “They shall
praise the Lord that seek him.” (Ps. xxii, 26.)

Yea, in every degree of seeking of hin,
this reflection should encourage and lead us
to say, “Blessed be God who has brought
me thus far, thus much further than others!
practice, be always
applied to a thing past, not to any thing to
come. So it always is in Scripture. Men
know the divine Ltenninntions concerning
events, only by the events themselves.— Dz
John Love,
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THE SHIP “POLAR STAR” ON |tain gave the order to batten down the

FIRE.

The following vivid deseription of a fire
at sea is extracted from the Memorials of
Sergeant William Marjouran, a very inter-
esting volume published by Nisbet & Co.,
London. Hehad taken his passage in the
Polar Star, bound for New Zealand. On
16th August, 1854, they left England,—
and had a prosperous voyage till they pas-
sed St. Helena,

“On the 30th September we were visit-
ed by a heavy gale of wind, the sea run-
ning mountains high, and breaking over
our vessel with a fury that defied resis-
tance. During the night our jib-boom
was carried away, but such was the roar-
ing of the waves that we did not hear the
S:rash. In the morning, however, we saw
it trailing in the water, beld on to the ves-
sel by the sheet and halyard. Our bow-
sprit was also considerably sprung. The
gale, by this time, had almost subsided,
and our hopes revived. 'We were now (1st
October, Sunday) in 30 © south latitude,
and 25 © west longitude. No vessel could
I.thmk, have wade more speed than ours
did, aud we often congratulated one ano-
ther on the prospect of a speedy conclusion
of our voyage, and talked of the pleasures
fwatting us in our newly adopted country.
But oh T how son are the hopes of finite
man defeated,and bis intentions frustrated.
At half eight o’clock this morning (Sun-
day, 1st October)the fearful cry of ‘Fire!
Was beard sounding througl the ship;
and io a.few o k e

rom evere 1 hmeuts smoke was issuing
was o Y batchway. When the alarm
gors V%:l":n’ . %ome  of our passen-
fast, myeelf and bed, others at bLreak-
0 sit down dmykwxfe ~were just about
came of it I ney oo to ourt but what be-
oW seen ever knew. KEvery one was
with running wildly to and fro: some
th only a blanket round them and
Saere half dresced; women calling for

eir children, and wives for their h

he w. A usbands.
.19 Women and children were soon hur-
Ted into the cabin which was op the up-
per deck: and the crew, male passen \g’s
a}x‘xd foldiers, began to throw water dg
the hold. But we soon discovered o
Was usel, > that it
A 88, as the fire Wns evidentlv gain-
‘i:g on &‘15, and we were in (lal(:;.(,,.) O;gﬂllz-

8 ¢
g sutiocated with smoke, S0 the cap-

hatches; and as everything we p
was below, our worldly all was lost. Des-
pair was now visible on every face, while
each and all expected that death would
soon put an end to their terror. 'We were
in a burning ship, a thousand miles from
land ; while to crown all, a heavy sea was
running, that would have swamped our
boats the very instant they touched the
water. Who could have imagined our
feelings at this moment? Husbands and
wives, parents and children, viewing each
other in dismay, expecting soon to receive
the last earthly embrace! At balf past
nine o'clock the women and children
twere sent to the quarter deck, as the
smoke had now reached the cabin; here
they remained until they left the ship,
(tbree days afterwards,) exposed to the
spray and cold, without any cover-
ing overhead. The smokeand steam hav-
ing now reached the cabin store-room, it
‘was thought advisable to try and rescue
what we could; so the steward managed
to get some biscuits, a bottle or two of
wine, and about two quarts of brandy.
«While this was going on, the principal
portion of the crew, passengers, and sol-
diers engaged in getting the boats ready,
and throwing every moveable article over-
board. After much labor, the long boat
was hung in slings over the side, ready
to be lowered; but it was then that we
saw our helpless condition. for no boat
eould live in such a sea Yeta drowning
man will eatch at a straw; and, while we
felt encouraged at the Jaunching of the
boats, we seemed to forget that they would
be useless, In ourhurry and alarm at the
cry of ‘Fire!” we had destroyed the only
cask of fresh water we had on deck by
mixing salt water with it, and throwing
it down the hold. We bad some horses
on deck, in & kind of box that had been
temporarily erected for their use, under
which was a water-tank, from which
a pipe wa conducted about two inches
above the deck, receiving a small hand-
pump. We were enabled to fill two or
three casks, which, providentially, had
not been destroyed; but in order to. ac-
| complish this, two of the spleﬂd'd horses
. had to be shot and thrown overboard—
This oceupied but & very short space of
time. And now death appeared amongst
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us. One of our passengers, Mrs H—
exchanged this scene of confusion and dis-
tress for an eternity of bliss. ~ She had
been ill ever since she embarked, and,
possibly, the alarming position in which
we were placed occasioned her death.—
She left 8 husband and five children to
lament her departure.

«When all that I have stated had been
performed, we were left, each to his own

thoughts. We had stopped every hole:

and crevice with the manure that was in
the horse-box, this was very useful, but
we could not prevent the smoke from es-
caping. About this time I went to the
captain and asked him if he had any ob-
jection to eur having our usual Sunday
morning service, He said, “Not the
slightest.””  Asthe doctor had usually per-
formed this service, I requested him to
begin; but after he had read a few sen-
tences from the Prayer-book, I discovered
that he was quite unfit. I accordingly
read the 107th Psalm, and afterwards
engaged in prayer; and thus ended our
solemn morning service.

All were now told off for the boats,
sixty for the launch, twenty one for the
pinnace, and fourteen for the gig. This
was done, however, merely to satisfy the

people, for the boats were not capable of

holding more than half the number men-
tioned. But the secret determination of
the soldiers was that the women and
children should first leave the ship, with
a sufficient number of men in charge of
them. We discovered that we had neither
sails nor masts, nor yet any holes made to
receive the row-locks, and our carpenter
could find only one hammer and chisel.—
As the system we had adopted to prevent
the admission of air had so far proved
beneficial, it was proE;osed to cut small
holes through the deck into which we in-
serted funnels. Through these we poured
water, and theu set the pumps to work to
discharge it from the hold, returning it

through the funnels: this we continued.

to do until we left the ship. In the eve-
ning we Were told off into two watches,
Lieutenant T and Sergeant C
had charge of the first, and the first mate
and myself of the second.

«With night fast approaching, we were
stearing towards Rio Janeiro, and out of
the usual track of vessels, having seen none

THE GOOD NEWS.

for some weeks. Obh, how anxiously was
every eye directed towards the horizon
as long as a glimmer of daylight remain-
ed; butallin vain. Alone in her ruin rode
on our burning ship, the smoke issuing
from every aperture. We saw the sun
go down but with little prospect of ever
witnessing another sunrise. My dear wife
and myself now committed ourselves to
God in prayer, trusting that, if he was
about to remove us from all earthly
troubles, he would take us to that place
where the weary are at rest. We contin-
ued our labours without a moment’s
pause during the night, and praised be the
Lord! once more beheld the day. We
now began to suffer from the heat, whila
the water which we were passing through
the hold was also getting hot. -This in-
duced us to believe that it must be coming
in contact with the fire. We managed to
get a little refreshment; but the water
which we took from the tank had become
80 nauseous, in consequence of the vapours
from the burning cargo, that we could
scarcely drink it. Our women and chil-
dren had also suffered a great deal from
the cold during the mnight; no sleep
could be obtained. Thus Monday passed
away. Another sun rose and set—another
day of apprehension and alarm. 'We had
killed one of our sheep, but could not get
it properly cooked, af we had no coal on
deck. Ever.since the fire broke out, the
mast head had carried our flag of distress,
and been frequently occupied by look-outs,
with a powerful telescope to scan every
part of the horizon. We were beginnipg
1o feel cold, faint, and" exhausted with 1n-
cessuntexposure and wet, yet another night
of weariness and toil awaited us.

«$till, notwithstanding all our sufferings
we had many causes of gratitude We
had been running towards land at the
rate of cight or nine knots an hour, ever
since the commencement of the fire,. We
had no sickness among us, neither had
any sustained any serious injury. We
had also an allowance of biscuit, wine and
brandy for cach, which preserved us from
starvation’, we still felt our lives precious;
and the presence of our wives and children
urged us on to effort and endurance, al-
most beyond our strength. So passed
Monday night. Tuesday came, and found
the fire quickly -gaining on us, inasmuch
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as the pitch was beginning to melt in the
deck-seams, and the water was becoming
too het for thehand. That, too, which we
had been drinking was now so dicagree-
able, that uot even our great thirst could
induce us o use it. At length the night
drew om,—none can imagine the exact
thoughts of each as he worked at the
pumps, Thus much, however, I can un-
dertake to say, that there were men on
board who had long denied the existence
of an eternal God, and the immortality of
their souls, but who now shrank from the
thought of appearing before him whom
they had so long rejected. My own reflec-
tions often carried me far away to the land
of my birth, where those I loved received
that fond farewell which now appeared
the last.  On self examination, I asked
myself the question, ‘Am I in the faith?
Have I built my hopes of ealvation upon
the rock Christ Jesus? 1 bless God, that
though mylife was still precious to me,
and to be guarded still by every human
effort, I felt an inward peace which cast
out a|‘l fear, and gave me resignation to
the divine will. On being relieved from
my watch, I took my Prayer-book from
my ppcket_ with the intention of reading.
But nnagine my delight,—on the very
first page to whieh Itured, I saw inserib-
ed that ancient promise of glorious en-
:;)uragement—‘(}od is our refuge and our
Prength: a very present help in trouble,’
th& XLyi. 1. T shouted to all around me,

en read the psalm aloud. Possibly some

Xé‘a‘;hhiael(‘g it will remember it on their

“This evenin e
i g I was thinking of m
'é‘;fé‘;ztunehand of God’s mercyo throua{
pleased t;]ve e[‘," about six o'clock, it
cheer our h ord to gladden our ears and
ur fearts with the blessed ery of

AT
a‘:dstgrg:tsthe Weather bow I'  All lungs
o thra: Were instantly strained, and
e ¥ inen} cheers resounded over the
u e 8 night was fast closing over
i the en were admonished not to build
themd opes too hxg}x, for fear the vessel
o not see our signals. Having a lit-
Powder in reserve, we at once commen-
ead r:crt)on our guns; but as these did not
o thattgntxon, we fired two Ylye lights
i @ deek, and one—our last—from
ore-yard, I will not attempt to de-

scribe the siekeming eagerness with which
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we watched its effect, or yet the unutter-
able joy with which, after a weary ten
minutes’ interval, we Wwitnessed a similar
light burning from the deck of the other
vessel. Now woke up the grateful hymn,
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow !’
We soon saw our deliverer bearing down
upou us, and, in half an hour, were hailed
by—

“Ship, ahoy m

“Hallo!"

« o you want any assistance”

“Yes!”

«All right, T'll go about and lie to.”

“Captain W and Lieutenant T—
ordered the boat to be lowered, and soon
we saw it alongside the vessel. She proved
to be the .1nnamooka, Captain H
from Callao, bound to Cadiz with a cargo
of guano. The captain promised to stand
by us all night; bui,. in the meantime it
was thought advisable to remove the wo-
men and children. I volunteered my
services as a boatman for this purpose, and
after three trips, we had the unspeakable
joy of seeing them in the cabin of the
Annamooka. It was no easy task to con-
duct the boat from ship to ship, for a
very heavy sea was running, and although
the vessels were not more than half g mile
apart, yet frequently neither was visible.
Bu*, thanks be to God, no accident occur-
red; The next morning, October 4, our
pigs and sheep were sent on _board, and at
noon Captain H paid us a visit,
and after inspecting our ship with Captain
W and Lieutenant T , came {o
the conclusion that it would be better to
abandon her at once, as she could not hold
together much longer. «The boats being
all ready, the order was given to open the
hatches, and it was then that we discovered
the actual state of things. The pent-u
flames raced along the main-deck wit
great fury and caughtthe rigging. Twen-
1y of us with difficulty got into the launch
being slowly towed along by the ski€,
while the burning ship, which we bad left
in full sail, seemed endeavoring to compass
our destruction, by bearing down upon
us,

«“We had mot quitted ber, bowever,
more than ten minutes when the main-
mast went over the side, teariug the fore-

top and mizzen-top With it and ripping
up the decks, so giving greater vent to the
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maddened flames. In two or three min-
utes all the masts went over, and the ves-
sel was in a livid sheet of flame from stem
to stern, Our fears were now great, that
we had only escaped from one kind of des-
truction to be overtaken by another.—
The Annamooka, ir order to escape the
fire and smoke had stood off to some dis-
tance, so that the distance between us was
evidently increasing. The sea, too, was
rising, and night was rapidly coming on;
our men were nearly exhausted; we could
use no oars in our boat, and the skiff that
was towing us was almest powerless. We
shipped some heavy seas, and the rain was
pouring down in torremts; while, to
to heighten our apprehensions, an enor-
mous shark followed in our wake, within

an oar’s length of our stern, I think it
was the largest I ever saw.  After beating |
about in this manger fer some time,
we were observed by the Annamooka,
a boat was immediately despatched to our
assistance, and we were soon safe on beard.
My heart was raised in grateful praise to
Almighty God, on looking back at the !
dangers we had just eseaped. Let him
who would ridicule the idea of the super-
intendance of divine Providenee, reflect on
this simple illustration, furnished by the
experience of myself and my fellow suf-
ferers, of a truth so very full of cemfort,
before he ventures to nourish his unbelief.
Any cone who" has taken a long voyage
will know that it is possible for & ship to
be even months at sea withont seeing|
either land or vessel. And should any fa-|
tal accident befall it, its fate would, i all
probability, pever be known. Might
it not have been ¢o with the Polar Stur?
“Then, too, as regards the manner of
the timely rescue I bad it from an ef-
ficer of the Annamooka that she had been
more than a fortnight on the oppesite
tackto the one she was on when we saw
her. . Then let me, ¢hank the Lord for
his goodness, and for his wonderful works
to the children of men. Is not this a
direct interposition of Providence?’—
Memorials of William Marjouram.

It is not in man that walketh to direct his
steps.

In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he

shall direct thy paths,
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TO AN INFIDEL.

You reject the Seriptures, and scoff at
the Saviour's teaching: in so deing, you
tend to fulfil prophecy, for it was foretold
that in these latter days there “ should be
mockers,” who should walk after their own
ungodly ways. You profess te-have search~
ed the Seriptures, and sre dissatisfied with
the vesult; this is explained by the Book
you spurn—* The scornerseeketh wisdom,
and findeth it not: bot knewledge is easy

i unto him that understandeth.” With your

mistaken views, you will do well to re-
member the saying of one ofthe profound-
est minds of modesn times: “In Scripture
there is light enough to guide him that
loveth light, and darkness enowgh to con-
found him that loveth darfness;” or, to use

| the quaint language of a good old man,

“ There is in God’s word food enough te
cherish the humble, but bones enough te
choke the proud.” When you sneer at the
claims of Christ, and at the statements
contained in the Gospel, you pay a very
poor tribute to your own iatellectual at-
tainments, and afford a sad evidence that
the extent of your knewledge is not equal
to the bitterness of your hostility. You
lose sight of this great fact, that the literary
character of the age in which Christ and
his Apostles lived gualified men in a pre-
eminent manner for the investigation of
evidence, and the minds of she men of
those days were.s0 diseiplined that they
would believe nothing without tke strongest
evidence that the nature of the subject
admitted; and we may fairly affirm if
Bolingbroke, and Voltaire, Hume, Gibbon,
and Paine, had Jived at the time of Christ’s
appearance upon earth, they eould not have
brought against the Gospel a Iarger amount
of intelleet, talent, and of hatred, than the
intellect, talent, and hatred that then exist-
ed. Yet Christianity grapplod with its
ablest foes, and, in the fuiness of their
strength, made the ehallenge, and boldly
dared philosophy and learning, wit and
sophistry, ridicufe and sarcasi to withatand
her claims, The claims of Christ, as the
Messiah, were submitted to the highest and
fiercest serutiny the world ever produced,
and its opponents were neither feeble
reasoners nor men of commeon powers;
therefore Christians of the -present day do

-
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not turn pale With fear, or tremble for the
safety of the truths of the Chriatian faith,
and for the claims to inspiration of Holy
Writ, because some men of modern days,
less gifted than the enemies of olden times,
think fit tocavil at the deep mysteries which
the Bible contains. You seem to prize too
highly your reasoning powers. Men who
overrate theit reasoming powers ought to
know that the highest exercise of reason
is the cessing to reason abont the things
that are:above theirreason. The mmbeliev-
ing Greek, the opposing Roman, ard the
prejudiced Jew saw so many evidences of
Christ’s holiness, truth, and power, tha, in
spite of wounded pride and bitter hostility,
they were constrained to acknowledge the
despised Nazarene as the Christ—the Son
of the fiving God. Therefore the truth of
the ‘Christian faith &s not a question that
remains to be settled in the nineteenth cen-
tury. It has been already settled; for it
was brought into court, before competent
Judges, aud was by the resalt settled—
completely settled-—some eighteen years
ago. It was tried before the courts of
Acthens, of Rome, aad of Jerusalem; and
from their verdict there is no appeal: for
on earth there is no higher tribunal: and
the millions of Grecks, of Romans, and of
Jows that became the disciples of Christ
umte to comfirm the truth of the Gospel,
#nd to rebuke the scoffer. Nor is this the
only truth the past has coufirmed: it has
showa that in life men may be infidels, but
as infidels they cannot die; they let go their
cread, thengh they may retain their im-
E?mtmm. our correspondent ask

imself, What must be the state of that
man’s mind wh

. mind who can seek to destroy that
Christianity which has ameliorated the
_condition of man—which has placed wom
in_her fitting station—which every  da
tends to banish ignorance, and crueliy, gool
mfanucule; and which has confarred }ir;dn
ﬁl;l(::;l':lle blesgings on Jaws, morals, re]igif::
comfo rtr?, Sclence, commerce, and -domestic
We 8ay to ourcorresponden

ou sin against Christs but o taEroene
YOu despine, it is written, “Allblasphemx

mw son of Man may be forgive

e lest, by perseverance ip er;-t;l'
(;lh ioault, you si.n against the Holy
N ?l'r—an offence which can never, never

Orgotien. Be wise, then, in time, and
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guard against the condition of those men
who hereafter gain wisdom, but, to their
sorrow, discover that it is wisdom gained
too late. Listen to a voice from Heaven:
—«Why will yedie?” “My son, give me
thine heart;” and, « From this day forthI
WILL BLESS THEE.”

SHORT ARROWS.

4 1 KNOW THERE I8 A GOD.”

«T know there is a God,” #aid a convert
od Indian chief to a Christian missionary.
«T hear him in the thunder; I see him in
the sunbeam, and in the starlight. The
air is his breath and the breath of all. He
is the great Father of all. He is a great
Spirit, living everywhere, and giving life,
and I feel him in my heart. When I die,
my breath will go back to him.”

HEAVEN.

The days on earth may be evil—they
are few. Soon will the darkness be past,
and the true light shine. There shall ba
no night in heaven. There the tear of
sorrow never wets the cheek, the heart is
never wrung with anguish, the icy hand of
death itself is dead, In God's presence i8
“falness of joy.” ¢ Thy sun shall no more
go down, neither shall thy moon withdraw
itself, for the Lord shall be thine everlast-
ing light, and the days of thy mourning
shall be ended.”

FALSE PROFESSIONS,

Judas kissed our Saviour when he was
betraying him, and alas! do not many
nominal Christians in the present day re-
semble him§ They bear the name and out-
ward profession, but do not many of them
bring, even to the Lord’s table, a heart full
of love to the world and of aversion to the
Gospel, and are ready to betray their Master
for the most paltry coasiderations, and do
uot blush to commit from time to time that
offence which the traitor Judas committed
but once t

PRAYER. ,

Prayer to the penitent heart is 8 sweet
source of consolation, long, evem, befgre the
answer come: because a generous m!nd re-
joices in acknowledging the obligations 1t
desires to receive, or has received, or the
faults, errors, and offences .WhICh. it has
committed; and a candid mind delightsin
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holy unburdenings ; and an humble mind,
in the confession of its own incapacity for
doing good—all which sentiments accom-
pany penitential prayer; and, also, that the
exercise itself is a drawing nigh unto One
who giveth liberally, and upbraideth not.
God has no frown for the penitent. He
hears their cry, and will help them.

THE IMPROVEMENT OF TIME.

Improve your time with the utmost
diligence, remembering that it is given you
for this end—that you may prepare for a;
better world. Spend no time so as after- |
wards to be obliged bitterly to repent of
what you have done. Spend no time so.
as you cannot beg the blessing of God upon !
Wwhat you do. Spend no time without re- |
spect to God's glory, or your own welfare |
or another’s good. Spend and improve
your time so that your great work may
be done before your life’s end; that when
your few days are over, you may, through
the merits of Christ, enter into a blessful
eternity.

A WORD IN SEASON.

A word spoken in season, how good it
isa! How often do the arrows of truth fall
blunt and powerless upon the soul from
their not being aimed at the right time !—
We comonly allow the faultand the reproof
to come too close together. We forget
that a little interval between them would
allow the offender time to think, the offend-
ed time to cool; and both, when the grace
of God should so incline them, the oppor-
tunity and time to pray. Had Samuel
uttered hisbold remonstrance to the Israel-
ites under the first keen sense of the insult
they had offered him, he would probably
have been arswered with scorn; but having
waited till they supposed he had forgotten
their unkindness, he beholds them now
meekly entreating for an interest in his
prayers.

, HOPE.

How rich are the colourings of hope!—
rich as the hues of the rainbow, and almost
as unsubstantial. Our hopes are always
beautiful in the distance; we never grasp
them and find them as beautiful as when
they first appeared to the mind. They
' lose their charm when they commence to
be realisad. All earthly hopes depart at
last like sunbeams, the soul would be left
in darkness, wereit not for that hopa which
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never fades—that hope which grows bright-
er as earthly hopes depart. That hope is
the light of Faith, and a beacon from the
skies, ever gleaming—growing brighter and
brighter to the longing eyes of the Chris-
tian,

“THE DOGS EAT OF THE CRUMBS.”

. A good missionary, when travelling some

years ago in South Africa, called at the
house of a Dutch farmer, and asked for a
night’s lodging. The request was granted,
and he at once made himself at home with
the strangers. - After a short time the
farmer and his wife learned that their
visitor was a minister; and as the Dutch
profess some respect for the form, at least,
of godliness, it was proposed to have a
religious service with the family. To this
the farmer agreed, and the preparations
for it were soom made. A great Dutch
Bible, wiih heavy brass clasps, and which,
it is feared, was not often opened, was
placed upon the top of a lony table in a
very large room, with a lighted candle by
which to read it. Mr. Modat, the mission-
ary, took his seat before the Bible, with
the farmer on his right hand, and the
farmer’s wife on his left. Below them, on
both sides of the table, were grown-up
sons and daughters, and other members of
the family.

All seemed now to be ready, and every-
body expected that Mr. Moffat would begin ;
but he was not satisfied. He knew that,
besides those who sat before him, there were
many Hottentot labourers on the farm,
who never heard the name of Jesus, and
to whom he was resolved, if possible, to
preach the gospel of salvation; but how to
get them into the room he did not quite
know. He resolved, however, to try.  So,
instead of beginning to read the Bible, he
leaned forward, and seemed as if he were
straining his eyes to see something in the
distant and dark parts of the room.

After a little, the farmer noticed this
movement, and usked Mr. Moffat what he
was looking for. ¢ Oh!” said the mission-
ary, I was only looking for the Hottentots.”
In 8 moment a frown gathered upon the
farmer’s brow ; his_lip curled as if to show
his contempt ; and then, in a loud, rough,
harsh tone, he said; « Hottentots_is it you
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want! Hottentots!
Call in the dogs/”
This would have perplexed some men,
but Mr. Moffat was prepared for it; as he
knew well that many, like this farmer,
thought that ministers might just as well
preach to dogs as to Hottentots. Without,
therefore, using any arguments of his own,
he opened the Bible at the fifteenth chapter
of Matthew, and read, with as much force
and nity “as he could, the twenty-
seventh verse: Truth, Lord: yet the dogs
eat of the crumbs which fall from their
master's table!” He then sat silent for a
minute, and looked towards the farmer.—
But as the rough man made no motion,
80, fixed his dark eye full upon his host.
8till the man sat silent, and did not seem
to be moved. A third time, therefore, Mr.
Moffat, turning toward him, and looking
him full in the face, repeated the words
“ yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall
from their master’s table,” At once the
farmer roared out: “Stop! I can stand it
no longer;” and then added, * Call in the
Hottentots! Call in the Hottentots I"

.In a short time the large room was filled
with such a congregation as every mission-
ary desires to see, and such as Mr. Moffat
delighted to address. They were poor and
Neglected, ignorant and sinful, and lost—
Just those that the Lord Jesus Christ came
toseck and to save. It was a strance sicht:
and had some of our readers seen i, the y

y they
would have both smiled and wept at what
they saw. Seated upon the floor of that
gl:eat room, or leaning against the wall,
t ‘:i“ poor creatures stared, and grinned,
i‘)zen Wol}lldereq. Never before had they

' asgaitmz ?r(:;[mtth'at room to be address-

enter the way to hestsl:gs' and invited to

8aid t0 them we oqme gV M- Moflat

this, that b 1s cannot tell you, more than
t he triad to explain, as plainly

he could, what, they must d. t‘)”"“ yas

On the fﬂ?lf)wingy 3t do to e 'su.ved.

e morning the missionary
went on his journey, and it w ime
before he haq occa);;on t el ong time
non! O travel the road
afx:‘i":s }4;“ longth duty called bim there;
Where he ehg&e;':)rtl:\t:‘l‘ t(1) e f
b ottentot woman wou{in;di%;a(:; ge, 18 Z;LSZ

alc
y- ?::k(;:n]y she ceased to work, and
gearnestly toward him, Th
she threw down her hoo, ray | g L
0% Tan to the spot

Call in the dogs/—

where he was, flung herself upon t1ye ground,
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clasped his knees, and began to weep and
sob, and at the same time to express her
thankfulness and joy. Mr. Moffat was
surprised. He could not tell what all this
meant; and, for a time, the poer woman
was too much excited to tell him. At
length she became more calm, and then
she called to his remembrance the service
which he had held in her master's house,
and told him that she and her husband
were amongst the ignorant Hottentots to
whom he then preached ; that the Word of
God had entered their hearts; and that from
that day they bad been walking together
in the path to heaven,

DUTY RIGHTLY PERFORMED,

We ought not to venture on the per-
formance of a duty unless we bring God

, | to it; or to rest satisfied unless we carry

God from il. We should hear and obey
the Psalmist’s precept: « O seek the Lord
and his strength, seek his face for ever-
more.” Enter not into his house without
due preparation. Previously meditate,
examine and pray. Depart not till the
light of divine favor rise upon thy soul.—
It is Jesus Christ that must fit thee: and
it is Jesus Christ that must meet thee;
else it will be no ordinance of comfort, to
thy soul. The chariot is nothing if thy
beloved is not in it. Therefore, hear-and
follow St. Bernard’s practice: *Lord I
never come to thee without thee; I never
go from thee, but with thee.” Blessed art
thou, O Christian, who, as often as thou
prayest, or praisest, or hearest the word,
or sittest at a communion table, carriest
Christ to all, enjoyest Christ in all, and
bringest Christ from all. Happier is the
least” and -lowest of the servants of Jesus
than the greatest and most exalted poten-
tate who knoweth him not. « A day m
thy courts is better than a thousand in the
tents of wickedness. If this be the case
upon earth, how much more in heaven!—
O come that one glorious day, whose sun
shall never go down, nor any cloud obscure
the Justre of his beams; that duy when
the temple of God shall 1}6 opened in
heaven, and we shall be admitted to serve
him forever therein!

O Lord! in all my approaches to thee,
Jet me go out in thy strength, and return,
in thy presence.
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THE GOOD NEWS

T H E G_ O OD N EW S 1 mother, and thy brethren, indeed, come to

APRIL 1lst, 1863.

THREE ANCIENT WORTHIES,

In the Old Testament account of the
children of Israel, three names stand
prominently out among their worthies, as
entitled to the love, and admiration, and
imitation of succeeding ages. These are
Joseph, Moses and David.

In the present article, we associate their
names, not with the view of considering
their respective characters, or comparing
thera with one amother, but to notice a
few points in which their experience was
similar.

About these three worthies, we observe
1st. They were early impressed with the
conviction that they were called to occupy
a high position, and to do a great work.—
It was 8o in the case of Joseph. “When
seventeen years old, he was feeding the
flock with his brethren, he was with
the sons of Bilhah, and with the sous of
Zilpah his fathers wives, and Joseph
brought unto his father their evil report.
And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told
it to his brethren, and they hated him on
account of it. And he said unto them,
“Hear I pray you, this dream which I
have dreamed. For behold, we were
binding sheaves in the field, and lo, my
sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and
behold your sheaves stood round about,
and made obeisance to my sheaf” Gen.
xxxvil. 6, 7. And he dreamed yet another
dream, and told it to hisbrethren, and said,
“Behold, I have dreamed a dream more;
and behold the sun, and the moon, and
the eleven stars made obeisance to me.”—
And hetold it to his father, and to his
brethren, and his father rebuked him, and
said unto him, % What is this dream that
thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy

bow down ourselves to thee, to the earth,”

Gen xxxvii. 9, 10. It was probably so in
the case of Moses, also. “ By faith Moses
when he was come to years, refused to be
called the son of Pharoah’s daughter;
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures
of sin for a season,” Heb. xi. 24,25. We
know from the narrative given in the book
of Exodus, to what he considered himself
called. It was to be a principal man, a
prince and a judge over the children of
Israel, Exod.ii. 15: It wasso also in the
case of David, And Samuel said unto
Jesse, “ Are here all thy children{”—
And he said, “There remaineth yet the
youngest, and behold he keepeth the
sheep.” And Samuel said upto Jesse,
« Send and fetch him, for we will not sit
down till be come hither.” And he sent
and brought him in. Now, he was ruddy,
and withal of a beautiful countenance, and
goodly to loek to. And the Lord said,
« Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” Then
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed
him in the midst of his brethren, and the
Spirit of the Lord came upon David from
that day forward.” 1 Sam. xvi. 11,12.—
In the case of each of the three, the con-
viction was produced in different ways.
The divine mode of procedure varying ac-
cording to the necessity of the case.

We observe 2ud. That along interval
elapsed, between the period when that
conviction was wrought, and the realization
of their faith. In the caseof Joseph twenty
two years elapsed between the time of his
first dream, and the time when his brethren
stood around, and made obeisance to him.
Tu the case of Moses forty years elapsed
between the period when Moses presented
himself to be a prince and a judge over the
Hebrews, and the fulness of time when the
Lord in the burning bush called bin to lead
them forth into the land of Canaan. In
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the case of David fifteen years elapsed be-
tween the period of his anointing, and the
time when he became King over all Israel.
Why this idterval was allowed we are not
told. The fact however exists, and there
must be reasons for it.

We observe 8rd. That no sooner were
their convictions respectively made known
than those individuals who by their relatiog-
ship might have been supposed to rejoice
at the event and to welcome it, treated
those on whom the comviction had been
wrought as if they were impostors.—
When Joseph, in the simplicity of his heart
told his brethren of this remarkable dream,
he had had, instead of rejoicing with him,
they hated him. «Shaltthouindeed reign
over us! Or shalt thou indeed have dom-
inion over us? And they hated bim yet
the more for his dreams and his words.”
Gen. 87. 8 Having dreamed another
dream in which the sun and the moon and
the Eleven stars made obeisance unto him,
he told it also to his father and his brethren.
The former rebuked him, and the latter
eavied him - for his pains. This envy and
hatred prompled them at last to sell him,
Where they hoped the fulfillment of his

m could never be realised. It was so
With Moses when he left the honours and
the Prospects of Egypt to share the lot and
the afflictions of the children of Israel he
doubtless made known, tothem his convietion
of duty, aud the impressions that had been
Wrought upon his mind, but they received
not his message. It might be said of him
with some truth, «he came unto his own
and his own received him not.” ’
.with David, though he had beep
In the presence of his father and brethren
and though there could not be the shado“:
of a doubt on their minds a3to the djvini
of his cal] yet his brethre b i

- 0 hated him,—
This was seen in the cong o
€e)dest brother, His an ot of Eh.a b bis
8gainst Dayiq for nothj Bt o kindled
ng. “Why, said

It was s0

anointed
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he, camest thou down hither? And with.
whom hast thou left these few sheep in the
wilderness? I know thy pride and the
naughtiness of thy heart for thou art come
down that thou mightest see the battle.”—
When weread of the treatment which those
three worthies received at the hands of their
own brethren, and look at their conduct in
the Jight of subsequent events, it is without
excuse, They afterwards saw the conse-
quences of their own ignorance and folly,
and now reap the reward in being held in
universal execration. We must not suppose
that there is no tendency at the present day
to this line of conduct. These things are
written for our instruction to hold up as it
were a mirror to humam conduct among
ourselves, as well as among others, aud it
would be well for us to give earnest heed
to the things that are therein written.—
God choses his own meaus for carrying on
his own work, and if He select a Joseph to
the rejection of his senior in years, and
passes by the handsone and brave Eliab, to
fix upon the ruddy lad that keepeth the
sheep, we ought to feel satisfied, and do
our duty in the sphere within which we
are placed.

We observe 4th. That the interval be-
tween the conviction and realization of their
expectance, was a period of deep humilia-
tion, and of preparation, The lad Joseph
was too ignorant, aud inexperienced in the
ways of men to be placed in a superior
social position to lis father, and brethren.
He needed to be taught the deceitfulness of
the heart, and the want of confidence to
be placed in princes. He needed to learn
that the man who had to control others,
must first control himself. Hence his
brothers, who ought to haveloved, cherish-
ed, and protected him, were allowed to
Manifest their bate, and sell him into
Egypt. The adulterous wife of Potiphar
was allowed, not only to tempt him, but
also to cover his fair fame with the most
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galling reproaches, and hurl him to prison.
The butler of the court of Pharach, was
allowed to buoy up his hopes for a season,
and then, through inexcusable forgetful-
hess, leave him to languish the innocent
victim of an imscrupulous woman.—
Through these long years of painful ser-
vitude, and undeserved reproach, he walk-
ed in the valley of humiliation, learning
more and more to know himself, to know
his fellows, and to know his God, and
when the period of preparation was con-
summated, he was exalted to an homour
such as his former dream had foretokened.
The man Moses, was by no means the
meekest man in the world, when he let
the palace of the king of Egypt for the
hut of the oppressed Hebrew. He was
evidently hot tempered, violent and rash,
for when he spied an Egyptian smiting an
Hebrew, oue of his brethren, he looked
this way, and that way, and when he saw
that there was no man, he slew the Egyp-
tian, and hid him in the sand. This ac-
tion shewed that he was unfit to lead thae
hosts of Isracl, as the representative of
Jehovah, and this action being known to his
brethren, in whose friendship he found he
could not trust, he fled into the land of
Midian. Think of this wonderful man,
who possessed all the learning of the
Egyptians, and powers of command that
qualified him to lead the hosts of Egvpt.
Who was gifted with talents and accom-
plishments that might have adorned the
court of the richest and mightiest mon-
archy of the age, obliged to flee into an
obscure district of country, take up his
abode in the home of a comparatively
humble, but worthy man, . and spend his
time in attending & flock of sheep. For
forty years his lifé passed away so silent,
that there were no deeds worth to be sungin
song, or to be emblazoned on the pages of
story. For forty vears the silent action of
litle thiugs, like gentle waves playing
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daily on the rocky beach gradually sub-

dued the irritating points in his nature,
and left him one of the meekest of men,
When this long season of preparation was
past, the Lord called him forth to lead his
people out of Egypt. The anointed king
of Israel did not find it a single step from
the sheep-cote to the throne, but for many
a year, despised and rejected, and ill-treated
by King Saul, his sycophantic followers,
and the multitude of selfish men, who for
interests sake would stand by the king.—
Hunted like a partridge on the mountains,
treated as a rebel, and driven from place to
place, as the offscouring of the earth, he
by that severe and trying ordeal was being
qualified to be king in Israel, and to lead
his subjects against every invading foe.—
Just as it was in the experience of these
three worthies, so is it in the case of all
whom the Lord calls to spheres of useful-
ness in this world. The period of humili-
ation must precede the period of exaltation,
and in proportion to the depth of the
former may we expect the height of the
latter. Courage, therefore, all ye who are
in the vale of obscurity. March on.
Every day takes you nearer to the sum-
mits of the adjoining hill, when you will
experience the pleasant satisfaction of
prominent usefulness, and be better pre-
pared to withstand its dapgers and deceits.

We observelastly. These three worthies,
great in Israel, when they came to the
position of exaltation to which they were
called, could discern the advantage of the
trial through which they had passed.—
They appreciated the lessons which they
had learned in’the school of affliction.
They were grateful for the influence.
which made every thing that appeared
for the worst, to be the very best for them.
When they were in the furnace it was un-
bearable enough. When they were under
the pressure they could scarcely help but
cry out. But no sooner were they out. of
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it, than they saw that the hand that led
them was divine. Whatever instruments
the Lord may employ in fitting us for our
future usefulness, they are but instrumrents
at the best. They may he rough. They
may be of silver, or copper, or of clay,
but they are instruments. Let us look be-
yond them, knowing that though no afilic-
tion for the moment, is joyous but grievous,
nevertheless, it yields all the peaceable
fruits of righteousness to themr who are
exercised thereby.

+o

THE PHILOSOPHY OF WORSHIP.

When we consider the structure of the
universe, we are compelled to admire ita
harmony and perfection. In the solar
8ystem, the sun, moon, and planets move
in their proper spheres so regularly, that
their motions ean be calculated with un-
erring certainty. This earth of ours is
framed with astonishing skill. Its surface
is furnished with materials of great diver-
sity, but beautifully fitted for the use and
enjoyment of man, and for the production
and sustenance of plants and animals—
Every plant and animal is located where
It can flourish, and is.constructed with ex-
traordinary and minute wisdom. Ewvery
blade of grass, the meanest bird, insect,
qyadruped, fish, and reptile, is an exhibi-
tion of workmanship far beyond the
%;estest achievements of human art.—

herever we look, we discern at once the
traces of a Divine and Almighty hand.—
Tllllel‘e is therefore, a supreme Creator,
;"e ose wisdom, power, and goodness is to

8¢en in the creatures he has formed.
inot only s0: the universe——ereation,
ature, or whatever else we may call it—
Oélgdally makes known the providence of
We have so many proofs of his
presence, and continued care and gyperin-
tendence, that we feel the truth of what
8t. Paul said, «In him we live, and move
aud have our being:” and, ;gain “ He
gl:l.veth”to all life, and breath, a’nd all
things, This constant providence is well
the ribed in what the same Apostle said to
t‘ldt?latms at Lystra: « Hg loft not bim-
oy without witnees, in that he did good,
gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful
seasons, filling our hearts with food And
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gladness” Our Lord Jesus Christ goes
still further, and in his address to his dis-
ciples says, “Are nottwosparrows sold for
a farthing? and one of them shail not fall
on the ground without your Father. But
the very hairs of your head are all num-
bered.” These and many similar state-
ments quite agree with what we see around
us. He who ereated all things, preserves,
controls, and superintends what he has
made. The umiversal Creator is the uni-
versal Parert and Provider, the Father and
the Ruler of all. This is equally the doec-
trine of Scripture and the conclusion of
right reasom

The guestion, however, arises, whether
he, who is so careful for the temporal order
and welfare of his creatures, looks for any
acknowledgment at their hands. There
can be no doubt that his perfect works re
flect his perfection, and that the happiness
he gives to his creatures reflects his good~
ness., In this semse the “music of the
spheres” is not a poetic fiction. In this
sense the Psalmist exclaims, “The heavens
declare the glory of Gud, and the firma-
ment showeth his handywork. Day unto
day uttereth speech, and night unto night
showeth knowledge”  Or, in the beautiful
language of Addison:— .

« What though, in sofemn silence, all
Move round this dark terrestrial ball?
What though no real voice nor sound
Amidst their radiant orbs be found?

In reason’s ear they all rejoice,
And utter forth a glorious voices
For ever singing, as they shine,
The hand that made us is Diwine !”

This silent and involuntary praise is knowrn
to man; mor can it be upknown to Him
who has called it forth. If he knows it,
surely he approves it. Now, if he knows
and approves the praise which dumb crea--
tion and preservation imply, why should
he not know and approve the praise
which rational and intelligent creatures
may render to him? The mute works ?f
his hands glorify him according to their
power; why should those be silent which
can understand his excellency and dgc}aro
his praise? _Whether willing or unwilling,
wo must all praise him as part of the
grand chorus of bis works, Every one of
us joins in the loud psalm of creation with
the morning stars and tbe sone of Gud,
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who sing togetber and shoutfor joy. The|
framework of our bodies praises him, for
we are “ fearfully and wonderfully made.”
The mind, with its powers, praises him,
for he is its Creator, and has endowed us
with it. Our whole being praises him,
forto lim we owe it, and 1t s under his
incessant control. There is a striking ex-
pression in the 145th Psalm, to this effect:
—The Lord is good to all, and his tender
mercies are over all his works.” 'This is
what we have asserted, but mark what fel-
lows:—« All tlry works shall praise thee,
O Lord; and thy samts shall bless thee.”
The works of the Lord praise him, as we
kave said, but, in addivion to this, the
saints, or the pious, will bless bim. Those
who are rightly ‘inclined will feel that, if
God has so framed lis inanimate and irra-
tional werks that they praise him, it be-
eomes those who kave reason and oon-
science to praise kim too. Al such will
_vespond with joy to the invitation of the
Psalmist in the 95th Paali, # O come, let
us worship ard bow down: let us kueel
before the Lord our Maker. For he is our
God; and we are the people of his pas-
ture, and the sheep of Lis hand.”

What we mean amounts to this—that
the wouship of God is our reasonable ser-
vice. The things which are unconscious
praise Liim unconsciously; let us, who are
conscious, praise him <onsciously. We
must do this, if we would denoar him
according to the extent of our power, We
must do this, if we honour him in aceord-
ance with the sober conclusions of our
judgment and the impulses of our hearts.
Hence it is, that all nations have had some
form of worship or another. Even those
who lurve been &t -a loss to realise the
Divine unity, aud, in their folly, have
devised gods many and lords many, have
had forms of worship. They have seen
that they had bleasings which .ouly a
gupernatural power could confer upon them,
they have felt thankful €or those blessings,
and they have worshipped < the unknown
god” to whon they have aseribed them.
They have seen that they were expased to
evils which only eme more mighty than
they could ward off, and they have wor-
shipped that more mighty one, though
they knew him not. They have seen, too,
that they required good things for the
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body and the soul, which were beyond
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their influence to attain, and they have
sought them from him whoro they thought
could alone provide them. Although
they became vain in their imaginations,
and their foolish hearts were so darkened
that they ¢«changed the glory of the un-
corraptible God into an image made like
corruptible man, and to birds, and four-
footed beasts, and creeping things,” they
never denied the instinet and impulse of
worship. This is, at least, an argument
for the reasonableness of religion, and it
condemns the conduct of those who refuse
to honour God, as alike unreasonable and
unnatural. An old French author says,
« If we consult the whole world, its suf-
frages are unanimous—no nations under
heaven are atheists; no body of men is
collected together, in a secial state and
civilised, without worship. The ve
savage, in the most dreary and barrem cli-
mate, in islands which seem thrown up by
chance in the sea, lifts up bis bands to
heaven to implore help and benefit. Two
human beings have mever been associated
without experiencing this powerful instinet,
Ignorance, passion, and stupidity have
-often perverted it, but-could never stifle it,
If ever Nature has spoken, by what sign
can we recognise its voice, if mot by this
general and uniform agreement? Philoso-
phers say that the natural law is that
which is conformable to the will of all
men: has the will of men been more
identical on any point than this—to render
fiomage to the Anthor of Nature?” And
again, *Religion is the distinctive charac-
ter of man, an endowment of reason and
of understanding, which man cannoot re-
nounce without becoming like & brute.”
The question, however, may yet be
asked, When and how ought man to wor-
ship God? How can I know when m
worship is such as he approves, and suc!
as will bring me a blessing and not a cvrse ?
This introduces to us the whole subject of
Divive revelation, a subject upon which we
cannot now enter. We will only say that
(God has vevealed his will to us, and that
we have this revelation in the Bible. In
that blessed book we have all that it is
ueedful for us to know on this great and
momentous theme. There only can we
learn that God requires and accepts the
worship of man, and how man ought to
worship him. There we may read those
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infallible instructions, which all the prompt-
ings of Nature and all the searchiugs of
wisdom fail to discover. There we can
ascertain not only the way to please our
Maker and Ruler, but te ebtain pardon for
the past, grace for all the time, and glory
when time is ended. On another oceasion
we shall go more fully into this matter.

-e

ALPHABET OF LIFE.

t By the Best Authors.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

Accomplishments are sociable; but there

is nothing sosociable as a cultivated mind.
BEHAVIOUR,

There is hardly any bodily blemish
which a winning bebaviour will not con-
ceal, or make tolerable; and there is no
external grace which ill-nature or affecta-
tion will not deform.

CONVERSATION.

Conversation is the daughter of reason,
the mother of knowledge, the breath of
the soul, the commerce of hearts, the bond
of friendship, the nourishment of content,
and the occupation of men of wit.

DUTIES.

.. Be not diverted from your duty by any
idle reflections the silly world may make
upon you, for their censures are not in
your power, and, eonsequently,- should

not be any part of your coucern,— Epic-
tetus.

EARLY RISING.

fI would have inscribed on the curtains
Ot your bed, and on the walls of your
, d-chamber, « If you do wot rise eatly,
you can make progress in nothing.” If
270: do not set apart your hours of read-
rllo—-lf you suffer yourself or any one
else to break in upon them—your days
will slip through your hands unprofitably,

and frivolous, and i
Lord Chatham, )4 by yourself.—

FIRMNESS,

, Firmness, both in sufferance and exer-

oD, is a character which | would wi
q wish to
Possess, ] have always despised the lan-

age of i
%:ﬁble xg_soﬁ?e'}] P Ialé" and the cowardly,
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GENITS:
The three indispensables of genius are—
understanding, feeling, and perseverance.
The three things that enrich genius are
—contentment of mind, the cherishing of
good thoughts, and exercising the memory.
—Southey.
HABIT:

Unless the habit leads to bappiness, the
best habit is to- contract none.—Zimmer-
man.

Habit, & second nature, which often
supersedes the first.

: INDUSTRY~

If wisdom is the head, and honesty the
heatt, energetic industry is the right hand
of every exalted vocation; without whick
the shrewdest insight is blind, and the best
intentions are abortive.

JUDGMENT:

In forming a judgment, lay yoar hearts
void of foretaken opinions; ele, whatever
is done or said will be measured by a false
rule, like them who have the jaundice, to
whom everything appeareth yellow.—Siz
P. Sidiey.

KNOWLEDGE,

It is never too late to learn what it is
always necessary to know; aud it is no
shame to learn, so long as we are ignorant
—that is Lo say, so long as we live.

LEARNING.

That learning which is got by one’s own
observation and experience, is as far beyond
that which is got by precept, as the know-
Jedge of a traveller exceeds that which is
got by a map.

MANNERS,

Graceful manners are the outward form
of refinement in the mind, and good affee-
tions in the heart. :

NO

No is a wonderful word. Be not afiaid
to use it. Many a man has pined in
misery for years, for not having courage to
pronounce that little monosyliable.

ORDER.

Order is the sanity of the mind, the
health of the body, the peace of the city, -
the security of the state. As the beams
of a house, as the bones to the microcosm
of man, so is order to all things.—Southey.
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POLITENESS.

"True politeness is a virtue of tke under-

standing, and of the heart.
QUIETNESS,

True quietness of beart is got by resist-
ing our passions, not by obeying them.—
Quietness and peace flourish where reason
and justice govern ; and true quietness
reigneth where modesty directeth.

READING,
Read, net to contradict and eonfute; not

to believe, and take for granted; nor to!

find talk and discourse; but to weigh and
consider.—Lord Bucon,

SELF-CULTURE.

Have courage enough to review your
own conduct; to condemn it where you
detect your faults; to amend it to the best
of your ability; to make good resolves for
your future guidance, and to keep them.

TEMPER.

A eheerful temper, joined with inno—’

cence, will make beauty attractive, know-
ledge delightful, and wit good-natured.
It will hghten sickness, poverty, and
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YOUTH.
Youth is the golden period of life; and
every well-spent moment will be like good
seed planted in au auspicious season.

ZEAL.

Zeal for the public good is the charae-
teristic of a man of honour and a gentle-
man, and must take the place of pleasures,
profits, and all other private gratifications.
Whoever wants this motive is an open
enemy, or an inglorious neuter to mankind,
tin proportion to the misapplied advantages

with which nature and fortune have blessed
him.

e Al o

LIVE FOR A PURPOSE.

| _God had an object in ceating us—
Every man and woman should seek to
lknow and try to accomplish that end.—
(Paul was no soover converted than he
asked, # Lord, what wilt thou have me to
do?”

Farly press it on the minds of your
+ children—engraye it on your own hearts,
}A purpose. There is a purpose which
God had in view in giviog me a place

affliction, couvert ignorance iuto an amia- 1 bere. What can it bet How can I per-
ble simplicity, and render deformity jtself ; forin it?

agreeable.—_Addison.

USEFULNESS.

Usefulness is confined to no station; and
it is astonishing how much good may be

done, and what may be effeeted by limited :

means, united with benevolence of heart
and activity of mind.

VIRTUE.

Virtue is not to be considered in the
light of mere innocence, or abstaining
from harm, but as the exertion of our
faculties in doing good.—Bishop Butler.

WORSHIP.
First worship God: he that forgets to pray,

Bids not himself guod morrow nor good day,
—Thomas Randolph.

XERXES.

Tt is said of Xerxes, that when he stood
upon a hill, and saw the whole country
round him covered with his army, he burst
into tears, to think that not one of that
multitude would be alive & hundred years
after.

We must glorify him here.  Our bodies,
our souls, are his, to be used in honouring
Lim. This will require active usefulness,
We must try to be useful. Do not be
drones. Do not be destructive, in princi-
“ple or practice. If you cannot be as salt,
purifying by your influence those with
whom you come in coutact, take heed that

ou do not contaminate others,

Try to realise every day that you have
something to do for God, the souls of men,
your own soul, for eternity. Bein earnest
about it. «“How am I straightened until
it be accomplished !> was the language of
the Saviour. By constantly, daily urging
on in any work, we can do an amount
which we would not believe. Do not wait
for opportunities. Seek them. If you
cannot do what you would, do what you
can,

Do not regulate your duty by your
success, or the object of your aim, and do
not be discouraged because you do not
succeed in your wishes. It might do you
injury to accomplish what you want, and
defest what God would have you do.—
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God will use your endeavour to do his
own will and purpose, which will be far
better; and if you could only see a lLittle
further, it is the very thing you would
like 1o see done. As God overrules all the
actions of wicked men, and accomplishes
undesigned good, so we ma{' confidently
hope and believe that he will use the ac-
tions of those who seek to do his will more
certainly to do good.

The man who cuts down a forest, and
clears the way for another to sow, really
feels that he has not attained his object;
but he has done his work. So the man
that sows—he may not reap. The man
who plants the flag on a fort may die in
the attempt, but the flag will float to the
joy of the eonqueror. .
who tells the heathen of Jesus Christ and
his salvation, may never see a convert; but
the knowledge which he has communicat-
ed may be the means of converting the
whole nation to Christ,

If you bave never realised the idea be-
fore, try to get it into your mind, and
have a purpose.  See that it is worthy of
your energy and zeal, then live for it.—
Scek grace and strength to pursue it, and
persevere in it uniil the Master calls you.

NECESSITY OF CHRISTIAN ZEAL.

A traveller was crossing mountain
heights, amidst almost untrodden- snows.
Warning had been given bim, that if slum-
ber pressed down his weary eyelids, they
would inevitably be sealed in death. For
a time, he went Lravely on his dreary
path; but with the deepening shade and
freezing blast of night, there fell a weight
upon his brain and eyes, which seemed to
b‘f irresistible,  In vain he tried to reason
With himself, in vain he exerted his utimost
energies to shake off that fatal heaviness.

At this crisis of his fate, he found a

e“ﬁmtmve”er lying across his path at the
Point of death, half buried beneath a fresh
d_ﬂft of snow. Moved with pity, he took
18 fallen brother in his arms, and chafed

18 temples, and hands, and chest, and he
also breathed upon the stiff, cold lips the
Warm 1yeath of his own living body, and
Pressed the silent heart to the bLeating

Wse of his own. The effort to save
other caused the life blood to flow more

So the missionary, |
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freely, and restored warmth and energy to
his own chilled frame. He saved his
brother, and was himself saved by the very
effort which he made.

CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE,

The wife of Jonathan Edwards was al-
most as eminent in her sphere as her dis-
tinguishe¢ husband in his. She was a
model housekeeper, full of energy, faculty,
and thrift, and taking the entire burden off
her studious companion. She attended to
all purchases, assumed the management of
the children, and kept the house in perfect
order, She was also an insatiate reader,
devouring and digesting the most abstruse
theology, as well as entertaining volumes,
and able to discuss the proufoundest topics
with an acumen which commanded the
respact and tasked the powers of her hus-
band in his best moods. She was eminently
pious, as may be inferred from a record of
her experience in 1742, when she attained,
as the thought, to the full assurance of faith.
She gives a glowing account of her expe-
rience fv—

I cannot find language to express how
certain the everlasting love of God appear-
ed; the everlasting mountains and hills
were but shadows to it. My safety and
happiness, and eternal enjoyment of God’s
imwmutable love, seemed as durable and un-
changeable as God Himself. Melted and
overcome by the sweetness of this assurance,
I fell into a great flow of tears, and could
not forbear weeping aloud. The presence
of God wasso near,and so real, that I scarce-
ly seemed conscious of anything else. I
secemed to be taken under the care and
charge of my Godand Saviour in an inex-
pressibly endearing manner. The peace
and happiness which I thereafter felt were
altogether inexpressible. The whole world,
with all its enjoyments and all its troubles,
seemed to be nothing; My God was my all
and my only portion.  No possible suffering
appeared to be worth regarding; all per-
sccutions and torments were a mere noth-
ng. .

“At night, my soul seemed to be filled with
an inexpressibly sweet and purelove to God,
and to the children of God; with a refresh-
ing consolation and .solace of soul, which
made me willing to lie on the earth at th'e
| foet of ths servants of God, to declare His
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%:wious dealings with me, and to breathe
fore them my love, and gratitude, and
Ppraise.

All night T continued in a constant, clear,
and lively sense of the heavenly sweetness of
Christ's excellent and transcendent love, of
His nearness to me, and of my nearness to
Him, with an inexpressibly sweet calmmess
of soul in an entire rest in Him. Tseemed
to myself to perceive a flow of divine love
come down from the heart of Christ in
heaven into'my heart, in a constant flowing
and reflowing of lreavenly and divine loveo
‘rom Christ’s heart tomine; and I appeared

o myself 1o float or swim in these bright,
weet beams of the love of Christ, like the
10tes 8wimming in the beams of the sun,
My soul remained in a heavenly elysium,
I Think what I felt each mirute, during the
continuance of the whole time, was worth
more than all the outward eomfort and
pleasure which I had enjoyed in my life
put together. It was a sweetness which
my soul was lost in.

In the house of God, 20 conscious was I
of the joyful presenca of the Holy Spirit,
that I could scarcely refrain from leaping
with transports of joy. My soul was filled
and overwhelmed with light, and love, and
joy in the Holy Ghost, and seemed just
ready to go away from the body. 1 had,
in themeantinie, an overwhelming seuse of
the glory of God, whieh was even sweeter
than what preceded it. My mind remain-
ed so muchin asimilar frame for more than
& week, that T could never think of it with-
out an jnexpressible sweetness in my soul, .

PSALM-SINGING

As Gotthold was ome day passing a|

tradesman’s house, he heard the note of a
psalm, with which the family were con-
cluding their morning meal. He wae
deeply affected, and, with a full heart, said
to himself: O my God, how pleasing to
my ears is the sound of Thy praise, and
how comforting to my soul the thought
,that there are still afew who bless Thee for

Thy goodness! Alas the great bulk of | P

mankind have becoms brutalized, and re-
semble the swine, which in harvest gather
and fatien upon the acornsbeneath the oak,
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but show to the tree on which these grew no
other thanks than rubbing off'the bark, and
tearing up the sod around it. In former
times, it was & law in certain monasteries
that the chanting of God’s praise should
know no interruption, and that one choir of
monks should, at stated intervals, relieve
anether in this holy employment. To the
superstition and irust in buman works, of
which there may hiave been here a mixture,
we justly assign & place among the wood,
hay, and stubble (1 Cor. 3ii. 12.) At the
same time, O God, it is undeniably right
that Thy praise sheuld never cease; and
were men to be silent, the very stones would
cry ont. 'We must begin eternal life here
below, mot only in our conscience, but also
with our praise. Our soul ought to be like
a flower, and not merely receive the gentle
influence of heaven, but saleo, in its turn,
and as if from grattitude, exhale a sweet
and pleasant perfome. We should desire,
as once a pious man did, that our hearts
would melt and dissolve like incense in the
fire of love, and yield the sweet fragrance
of praise; or we should feel like the haly
martyr who prefessed himself willing to be
consumed, provided that from his ashes a
little flower might spring and blossom to
the glory of God, Weshould be1eady to
give our very blood to fertilize the garden
of the Church, and render it more produc-
tive of the fruit of praise.

Well, them, my Ged, ¥ will praise and
extol Thee with heart and mouth, to the ut-
most of my power. O that, without the
interruptions whieh eating, drinking, and
sleep require, I could apply myself to this
my heavenly calling!, Every mouthful of
air whieh I'inhaleis mixed with Thy good-
ness which preserves my life; let every
breath which I exhale be mingled at least

with a hearty desire for Thy honour and
raise.

Hallelujah ! ye holy angels, ye children
of en, and all ye creatures, praise the Lord
with me, and let us exalt His name to~
gether '— Gotthold's Emblems.
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-Sabhﬂa School Lesscus.
. -ﬂpr-il__u;éh.

THE SPIES.~Numb, xiii, 17-33.

“The childrén of Israel, the second rafter
leaving Hgypt, had reached Kades -barnea,
4 town in the wilderness at the south of Ca-
naan. From this place they proposed to send
twelve spies to examine the country, and the
Lord approved of the proposal. See Dent. i, 22.

Moses directed them as to the rogte they were
to take. They wereto enter theland at the south
and pass through ®. “They were on their re-
tarn to repert of the people and their habits
and of the nation and production of the land.,
At the time they made their visit, the land
xlnu;t h;advi been cl{‘)thed in its richest verdure,

t would bein its highest state X
{he it gromma o r% Ny of beauty when

THEIR JOURNEY,

They weat from the wilde 7Zi
Rehob? at the northern boun(;::;s o?"f (7;::1::;0
near Lebanon, about 150 miles from Kadesh
They came to Hebron. Hebron was the
ﬁlm where ..their fathers were buried. It had

een t‘he regq_ience of Abraham and Jacob.—
See Gen. xiii. 18, xxxvii. 14. Eshcol was
near Hebron, and is still celebrated for its
g(r)?:sv.v hatvl';lll]lelt) htheybcame there they cat
of graps 8t bave been a very large cluster

THEIR RETURN

Must have[been eagerly expected by the peo-
Ple, .. Considerable exgitex}::nt mtyxlst, l?:ve
Prevailed in the camp on their arrival The
;le]port of the land which they gave was all
- at could be desired. They said thai it
88 very good. It was flowing with milk and
(l’l“ey, What a beautiful and powerful meta-
ﬁ ;l'. The abundance of milk indicates that
888 8 place of pastures, flocks and herds,—~
lax _abuudgnce of honey suggests a land
w”umnt with flowers. JVevertheless there
ea_grawback. The people were styomg.
nnacm 368 ware walled. Israel was a nation
ca Customed to war, and quite unable to
ewf'gy 04 a geige operation. The people were
ot ently quite disappointed. A controversy
3 Sf among the spies themselves, (Caleb and
0&3 Ua urged an immediate attack, and the
er ten dwelt exclusively on the difficulties
tlay in their way. -
.:'Leam, 1. The Canaan gohick these spies saw
h{l’l emblem of the Heaveni Canaun, to
;:ftch all Chrstians look, God has prepared
or thos? who trust and obey him; 1 Cor.
2.8 it there is no sickness, no sorrow,
8. It ig said to be a home. a temple, 3

t
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€ity, a place prepared by Christ. It is being
ever with thepl?rd. . "

2. We should often think of heaven. Wea
should think of its beauty, think of its joy,
think of its holiness, thiok of it as our fathers’
home, as the place where Christ is, and where
all the good will one day be.

We should fight for heaven. It is worth
fighting for. Many who expect to go to
heaven, never fight for heaven. They never
fight against their own lusts, tempers, or wick-
ednesg around . them, they go floating down,
the stream, sailing along with its current.—
The Christian has many enemies. He his
enemies within and enemies without; Eph. vi.
12. Christ is our leader. The gate is strait,
the way is narrow, but it leads to God. We
maust strive to enter in at the straight gate, and
fight against every thing that would int2rfere
with our entering it.

4. We should beware of unbelief. Tt was
this shut Israel out of heaven; Ps. xev. 1L
Trust God, follow Jesus, and heaven is sure;
John xiv. 2, 3. Unbelief can shat you out,
“ only believe” Numb. v. 36.

April 19th, 1863.

THE PHARISAIC TRADITIONS.—
. Marx viL 1-23,

I.~THE PHARISEES FIND FAULT.

The Pharisees laid great stress wpom
outwurd rites and ceremonies. - Their prin-
cipal motive in making a profession of religion
seems to have been to gain the applause and
respect of the multitude.

Unwashen hands. The Pharisees perform-
ed these ablutions of their hands and utensils
much more frequently than they were requir-
ed to do by the Mosaic law. They, therefora,
esteemed themselves highly for strictness i
religion, and their hearts were filled with self
righteousness. Trodition of the elders—~—
Superstitious practices, which had been iutro-
duced by their forefathers, and which were
not authorized by the word of God.

IL.~—0UR SAVIOUR ANSWERS YHEM.

Hypocrites. Well did they deserve the
name for with all their high-sounding profes-
sion, their principles were evil, and their prac-
tice immoral, Itisa gift. Oovsecrated to
God. Under this pretence they excused
themselves from supportiog their parents, and
broke the fifth commandment.

IIL-~WHAT IT I§ THAT DEFILES A MAN.

Nothi rom witheut can dqﬁ]‘. This
was in di':gct{;pposition to the teaching of the
Phariseus whose religion wholly qomnshed in
outward things, in formal prayers, in external
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¢leansings, in abstinence from meats, &c.—
Our Saviour shows that all sin proceeded
from the corrupt heart within, and antil it
was cleansed nothing could issue from man
but impure thoughts, words, and actions.

LEARN Y. That it is dangerous to intro-
duce anything into the service of God, how-
ever innocent in appearance, which he has
not commanded. By their innovations, the
Pharisees had rendered the word of God of
pone effect.  Aund there have been those in
all ages, who have corrupted the truth by the
substitution of human for divine ordinances.

2. That outward worship will avail
nothing. The observance of rites and cere-
monies will never recommend us to God.—
God requires sincere heart worship. Going
to Church, reading the Bible, and prayer,
though commendable in themselves, are not
all that God requires.

3. That God's commandments are all in
harmony with one another. We can never
plead the observance of one law as an excuse
tor the hreach of another.

4. That it is one of our highest privileges
and dulies to support our parents, or other
near relatives, when they cannot help them-
selves. Those that neglect to do so make the
word of God of none effect, and are both
Pharisees and hypocrites; 1 Tim. v. 8.

5. T'hat the heart is desperately wicked.
What a fearful picture we have of it here.—
il‘he Spirit of God alone can cleanse it; Psa.
i. 10.

AN EXCEPTIONAL TRADE.

1t is worthy of remark how many ex-
ceptions attach themselves to the use,
treatment, traffic in, and defenee of,
alcoholic products.  This idea first evossed
our mind when, in passirg down a wide
ublic thoroughfare on the other side of
lackfriars Bridge, 4 Sunday or two ago,
we were strack with seeing a small draper’s
shop open, as to its door and most of its
shutters; with its average amount of dis-
play, in coarse and homely wares, inviting
the attention of customers, though no in-
dication of any such visitants was apparent,
An exclamation of astonished disgust es-
caped our companion, in which we had
well nigh joined—oblivious, it should seem,
of the fact that both the next door and
opposite neighbours of the lawless draper
were not only open, to all intents and pur-
poses, but were doing & thriving trade, as
the ceaseless swing of their easy-going
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The incongruity of the thing could hardly
fail to strike even the most casual observer
yet to such an extent does custom in-
fluence our very sense of consistency, that
the fact of the humble draper’s shop, with
its grey woollen socks and flannel shirts,
its coarse aprons and bine handkerchiefs,
its many articles for use and comfort dis-
played, gave a shock to the susceptibilities
of my friend, which the glaring gin-shop
and busy public-house bad failed to inflict.

Some attempt atv a reason for this was
upon his lips—the “necessity” of the case,
an “article of diet in daily requirement”
—when he suddenly stopped, as the re-
miniscence of a little incident arose to his
mind, which we had chanced upoun
in company on a like occasion, and not far
from the same neighbourhood: a woman
standing outside a baker’s shop, in the
winter afternoon, dismay and grief con-
flicting in her countenance, turning, as she
went dinnerless home, to make a last appeal
to the barred and bolted door, which turu-
ed only a deaf and dumb blank counten-
ance to ber earmest vociferations. That
door, those bolts and bars, stood between
her and the dinner she had prepared for
herself and her children, one of whom
was ill; and the few minutes delay caused
by attending to him had cost the poor
family their dinner. No more moved
than the panels of his own door by her
appeals, the baker made no sign. He
might have been making the most of his
Sunday leisure, and have quitied the house;
but this was asserted not to be the case by
a neighbour, who added, for the comfort
of the hungrv applicant; « It's against the
law; they’d fine him if he opened to give
it you now. You'll get it first thing to-
morrow morning I’ With this consolation
the poor mother returned to her expectant
tribe of little ones, Before, beside, and
around, public-houses, taverns, gin-shops,
carry on their noisy trade in perfect im-
munity; vet the joint of meat, the pud-
ding, and potatoes, composing the dinner
of a whole family, are forfeited for that
day if they be not fetched away before
the striking of the clock, the closing of
the baker’s door. I thia cousistent? We
will not be misunderstood. 8o far from
us i the desire to incvease the facilities for
trading on the Sahbath, that we would

doots to and fro did not fail to testify.— | gladly sge even the most stringent measures
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sdopted which are within the resources of
a nation’s law-makers, to preserve in all its
entirety that precious gift of the one day’s
rest.  We would have no paltering with
the duties, no abbreviation of the bours,
no diminution in the saered qbservances of
the Sabbath; its repose should be unbro-
ken, its sanctity secured alike to master
and man; to the cattle in the stall and the
borse in the stable: to all and every class
and grade of men, hand or hyain labourers
to traders of every degree and kind, as to
manufactures of whatsoever artic]e: be it
for ornament or use; but we would have
eonsistency.  The mandate which forbids
the toil at the baker’s oven should apply
to the barman, pothoy, publican, and
malster: « Thou skall do no kind of work.”
Let the command be obeyed to the letter
as in the spirit, by the calling which ia
now made exceptional, and we shall at

once realise more nearly than we are ! had life in himself. [fe had creative power.
Bow permitted to do, the blessed boon of ' He had infinite merit.

that day on which we rest from past
Iabours, and prepare us for the day to
come.

e s W@

DO YOU PRAY ?

David did. His eircumstances were in-
dged unfavourable. A erown was npon
18 head.—The care of a kingdom pressed
im.  He 1night have said, <I have uo
time But he prayed. He prayed much.
Prayer formed one of bis most inflaential
habits, What proofs and illustrations
abound in those wonderful writings, the
Psalms!  How touching, earnest, often
sublime, were his eries unto God!

Daniel did. He was indeed a states-
Man and courtier. He lived in the midst
of lf_lolabers. To them Lis religion was of-

nsive.—The king bade him not to pray
"nto the Lord, if he did, it was at mortal
Peril. ' The great men of Babglon con-
pired to make this very thing the means
of his ruin, Still he prayed. He did it,
Dot ostentatiously, but without conceal-
Tent,  His religious principle was stronger
t11811 his fear of men. ¢Three times a
day he kneeled, and prayed, and gave
thanks before his GO(}, as aforetime.)—

eader, do you pray !

Pau] did, 1t was the first pulse and
€xpression of his new life in Christ.—
* Belold he prayeth ! said the Spirit. The

W

fact was the surpassing, but conclusive
proof of his spiritual change. From be-
g Saul the persecutor, it was shown be'
bad become FPaul the saint. However
after that event, his life was one of prayer,.
as well as hercic labour ; of prayer for
bimself, for his countrymen, for the Gen-
tile world, for the bleod-bought Church,.
Holier, more intense, sublimer aspirations:
probably never ascended from a soul on
this side of heaven. Reader, do you pray ¢
i Owr Lord Jesus Christ did.  This is a
Itaost “impressive truth. It ought to be

' pondered by all who do not pray. The
{ Saviour was perfect. He was divine. He
sustained no relations of dependence. He

ihad no sins to be forgiven. There were
i in him no evil passions to be subdued.—
| He was subject to no temptation that he:
 could not resist.  He was assailed by no
enemy whom hé could not conquer. He

| But he prayed.—
: He prayed in earnest, and with his dis-
eiples—
(old mouvatains and the midnight air
Witnessed ' the fervor of his prayer.

Yes: David, Daniel, Paul, our Lord
Jesus Christ, all prayed. The prophets
and the saints were men of prayer. Evem
God, who made man, prayed. Do yow
pray? If mot, will you begin to-day¥
Soon it may be of no use.

A LITTLE CHILD’S NOTION. OF
HEAVEN.

A TRUE STORY.

“When T waza child, I spake asa chitd, I under-
stood as a child, 1 theught as a child.”"—

1 Cor. xiii. 11,
The gzlowing sun of a midsummer afternoon
poured through the curtainless windows
of the little village school, and small curly
heads drooped like delicate flowers in the
languid air.  Awong them all, little Katm’s
sunny ripglets fell the lowest; and if yow
liad lifted the golden veil, you would have
secn that the weary eyes had forgotten to-
con the long line of hard words in the
worn speliing book, and that the silken
fringes of the drooping lids were resting:
upon the sweetest little checks in the world.
In the warin air, soothed by the dl:”“G
of the flies, and the hum of young veices,
Katie had fullew usleep. was dreai-

e @ e
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ing, too. She was dreaniing -of her little |

brother, Charley, whoin tue bright spring
vime, when the violets were just epening
their sweet blue eyes after their long sleep,
biad strayed away from earth, and passed
1through those gates of glory always open
for the entering of listle feet; and she
dreamed that she clasped him to ler little
onely heatt, and begged him never to leave
her again. Aunid the greatness of her joy,
she sobbed almud, and started to find
Belle's soft arm-around her, and to hear
der whisper—

“What is the matter, darling?” )

Before poor Katie could well collect her
thoughws to answer, the school was dis-
missed, and she Leard the teacher exclaim,
a8 he pointed to the darkening west, “ Hurry
hLiome, children, or you will be caught in
the shower.” .

Thea Katie:poured into the sympathising
ear of her little friend all her troubles, and

finished by saying, « I could not bear to |

find it only a dream ;1 feol as if [ must see
Charley onee more.”

“ Where do yeu think he is¢”

“In heaven, I hope,” replied Katie,
“ and mother says he cagnot come back to
us, but wecan getto him some time;”
and her sobs breke out afresh.

“ Wiy don’t you go to himn now ¢’ cried
Belle.

«I don't know the way,” said Katie; «1
was very sick when they took him away
in the little coffin, and 1 don’t know where
they went.”

“ Are you sure they went to heaven?’
asked Belle, eagerly.

“Ch! I kuwow it,” said Katie.

“Then,” said impulsive little Belle, “ then
¥ can show you the way; I saw where the
put vour little Lrother.” The glad light
tn’ Katie's tearful eyes was beautiful to
behold.

‘ Will you show me, Belle ? will you show

me this very afternoon "
, “Yes, indeed,” cried Belle, and with
clasped hands, unmiadful of the gathering
gloom, these little pilgrims set forth on their
Journey to what they were pleased to call
heaven.

Ouce on the way, a doubt oppressed
little Belie.

«Oh!” said Katie, with sweet assurance,
«how Charley would runto open the door I”
and bher cheek flushed with anticipation,

i
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“Do you suppose Charley is

happy ! urged Eﬁz D
“%ery,” said Katie, empbatically.
«.And what does he do all the timef”

“Plays with the sugels,” cried Katie,
with great andmation. “ Aund they pick
up stars that lie all over the floor of heaven.
And the rainbows—1I suppose they keep
them up all the sunmmer’; and, oh! Charley
used to love rainbows. He once cried be-
cause——"

“ Dear me!” said Belle, interrapting her
in great dismay, *it rains, Katle, and we
31‘6 ever 8o far from home. Whatshall we
do?”

“ But we are very near to heaven, ain't
we? Let us hurry and go in there.”

“Yes,” said Belle, “I see the door.”

“ Where? where?” cried Katie, breath-
Jesdly. .

“ThereT responded little Belle, pointing
to the little rising ground aud iron door in
the village churchyard vault.

“ Oh!” faltered Katie, with disappoint-
ment; “is that heaven? O Belle!it s like
a greatcave!” and her little lip quivered
sadly.

‘- Why,” said Belle, «that is where they
took your brother—the very place—and
you said he had gone to heaven; besides,”
coutinued she, brightening, “ when we get
theough the little dark door, it may be all
Dbright and beautiful on the other side.”

¢ Perhaps it is,” said Katie, more hope-
fully.

But now the large rain-drops began to
fall very fast, and a thunder-storm in all
its sublimity burst upon thelittle travellers.
Still the little children, with clasped hands
and pale lips, pressed on, and their angels,
who “do always behold the face of our
Father,” watched over them as they walk-
ed.

At last, the tiny pattering feet reached
the gloomy entrance, and Katie's sweet,
3opeful lips were pressed close to the cold

oor. ‘

“ Knock,” cried Belle; and, a hollow echo
was all her reply.

“Charley! dear Charley ! it is your sister
—7your sister Katie; won’t you open the
door "

““He does not hear you, Katie, it thund-
ers 80,” gaid Belle; “‘let us wait a little
while” And they waited. Soon thers
was 8 lull in the storm, and again Katig,
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strong fa her affection, knocked at the
dreary door, and her loving cry, *Charley !

dear Charley!" echoed sadly back.
. “Do you hear anything?” asked Belle,
with parted lips. ¢ Is he coming?”

«No,” replied Katie;. « I thought F once’

heard his little feet, but it was only the
rain.”

“Perhaps,” suggested Belte, with large
and eager eyes, “perhaps he is playing
witi the angels, a great way off, in a bean-
tiful garden.”

«Oh!” sobbed Katie; “I hope he wilf

not love the little angsls more than me.”

“Knock once more—ijust once,” whis-

pered Belle. ]
Again the Tittle soft Rand pleaded for

entrance, and the tremulous voice eried

piteously—

“Charley ! darling, dear brother ! please
open the door to Katie. Don't love the
little angels better thar me. O €harley!
Charley I”

She threw herself upon the wet ground,

and sobbed in an agony of grief and dis-

appointment,

“ Katie,” said Belle, half frivhtened at
this outburst, “let us go home mow, and
come again to-morrew, and try.”

“No,” sail Katie, with touching hope-

lessness; «1 shall never come again.
us go",

She rose without another sob, or fresh

tegr even, upon the wet cheek; but 'the
grieved expression of the sweet, childish
countenance was pitiful to behold. Back
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prayer the guide'which God slone could
give to bring them safely on their way to-
that blessed home; that God’s Holy Spirit
was that guide; sent down' by God to teach
and comfort those who* seught his facey
and that alf who asked received’ this holy
guidance, and were at last brought safaly”
home to heaven.

And Katie, to-whom'at first all this was:
a great mystery, saw it at length, and.
cried out joyfully, “ Mother, I see my way |
Charley is not in the dark grave, but up
yonder in the bright sky; ami there, when-
T am dead, I shall sse him, and be with:
him for ever!”

* Katie never again- went to leok for her:
brother in the graveyard; she- knew thats
he was in heaven, and thac thowght was:
always with: her throughout a long, long:
lifo. ~ She never was heard to mention the’
{ visit to the grave until her own" hour for
departure came; them, with a light, not of
the world, i her face, she cried outin her
childish words, “Chadey! dear Charley L
is is your sister; open the door "

e . A @ iy
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Tt had been long felt and deplored among”
the best friends of Ireland thati the intelligence:

t | derived from the reading of goad books was

sadly wanting among the people. On the
| the vells of the Nutienal Schools there arer
| the names of one-seventh of the population,
. and this does pot include great numbers who
"are heing taught by other instrumentalities.
The increasing eapasity to read demands litera

again over the dreary way went Katie and | {yre of some kind,and it had been sad indeed if

Belle.

Little shoes wet, little dresses drip- | there had not been provided :hat which con-

ing, Ittle heads Lent 1fke dew-laden flowers, | tains the bread of life. Four yeavs. ago the

little hearts very heavy.
At Katie's door stood her anxi

mother, peering through shadows for her
darling. * The child spramg forward, and
with one cry, that spoke all the agony of
bitier doubt that had crept into her young,

conflding heart, exclaimed—
QO mother!

let me in.”

The mother eoothed the poor child’s
sorrow, and comforted her with the assur-
ance that one day they should meet in

I have been knocking at
the door-af heaven, and Charley would not

Bible and Colportage Beciety entered on its:

ous | work without much material enceuragement.

It issued,in 1859, 14,605 pablicatiens, 1l
1860 they increased to- 21,563, With 1861
they roe to 130,718, which the last year has
nearly trebled, the number beiug 344,038,
realizing the sum of £1873, and amounting
to as much as Wwas accomplished in the three
previous years. Fhe mode of operation is
very simple. 'The society does net publish,
but avails itself of the literature produced i
Loundon, Edinburgh, Stirling, Dublin, Delfast,

and elsewhere. It goes into the wmarket, and
hases it oy of business, and

purchases in the erdinary way :
then distributes Bibles, books, sud serials

eaven, and never part again. She told
er that the gate of heaven was notin the
graveyard, but beyond the skies; that pil-
§me to the heavenly ocity must seek in

over the country by book-agents aud colpop-
teurs, '"I'he book-agents aré nsnally employed
in other business, having shops, pest-offices,
and go forth; the colporteurs give thm
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1o the work of evangelization, reading, con-'
versing, and praying with the people as they
thave opportunity, besides gratuiteusly distri-
butiug thousands of tracte. One of the most
interesting efforts of the society has been
made in “public works;” as large mills,
foundries, &c., where some one in uuthority
has taken an interest iz the mevement. The
people pay for the publications, so that the
fair presumption ig that they value and will
make use of them.

The society has been wisely directed by the
Rev. Dr. M'Cosh and the Rev, L. E. Berkeley,
whose plaus have been energetically worked
out by Mr. Dewar. Ireland has been laid
under obligation to John Henderson, Esq.. of
Park, for his geverous aid in this growing
work. We observe, too, with pleasure, that
qurge Martin, Esq., of Glasgow, has offered
£5 each towards the maintenance of new col-
porteurs in counection with the society, owing
to which stimulas sixteen have been added to
this class of the society’s ageuts.

Eucouraged by the success attending this
mode of operations in Ulster, a branch has
been opened in Dublin under the care of a
local committee, by whom an effective agent,
trained and habituated to this work in Glas-
gow, has been engaged, and vigorous efforts
are being made to open up Muuster and Con-
maught, in which provinces, though the Pro-
testant population is relatively small, it em-
braces a large proportion of very intelligent
and caitivated people. It is earnestly hoped
that a third co-ordinate branch will be founded
in Londonderry, and that, through the divine
blessing, healing leaves will be disseminated
in greatly increased numbers throughout the
nation,

Some years ago the decreasing number of
<candidates for the ministry created much anx-
iety in one section of the church, and was
made the subject of special preaching, hu-
miliation, and solemn prayer, by the appoint-
ment of the General Assembly. The result
has been encounraging. Anincreasing supply
of young men of high character has justified
those who opposed the lowering of the edu-
cational standard. A similar alarm is now be-
iug felt in the other sections of the Protestant
church, and the result is the agitation of the
question of ministerial maintenance—some
proposing the re-distribution of the emolu-
ments, and others the greater liberality of the
people. In any event, let us hope the church-
es will endeavour to keep up the standard,
mental and moral, of gualification for the work
of the ministry. When an educated infidelity
is directing science against revealed truth, it
i8 ali the more necessary to have godly men
in the pulpit, able to unravel the web of so-
phistry, and guide the inquiries of the young
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andthoughtful. How earnesfly should Chris-
tian people pray the Lord of the harvest to
send forth labourers!

‘While the ordinary means of grace are be-
ing extended throughout the country, and here
and there extraordinary efforts are being
made, as by lay-preaching, we fear there ig
some distraction of the public mind by the
cry of distress raised very generally over the
couptry. The harvest was undoubtedly bad,
and some, kinds of empleyment have been
scarce; and unhappily there has always begn
a cousiderable population in Ireland only a
few degreeg above pauperism at any time.—
The idea of provident forethought never
enters the mind of these people. We fear that
this class of the community is being educated
inta, not self-reliance, but dependence. The
Roman Catholic authorities, dissatisfied with
the present poor-law, exagoerate the distress.
It is an unpopular task to ebstruct the flow
of charity to the poor. Protestants cannot
be behind-hand, when Roman Catholics are
stirring, and se we fear an unhealthy and de-
moralizing almsgiving—very foreign to the
genius of true Protestantism—is being estab-
lished as an ipstitution throughout the lapd.
We seem to want the apostolic counse} estab-
lished in the popular mind, “Let him work
with his hands the thing which is good.” I8
will be a sad day for the community when it
consists of two clusses, the indiscriminate
givers, and the dependent and idle receivers,
No man really befriends the poor when teach-
ing that the bread of charity is sweeter than
the bread of honest toil. We know of no
readier plan for corrupting and degrading the
population than by training them to feel that
it is honourable and every way proper to
claim public relief, when self-denial and extra
effort are demanded by peculiar emergencies.
A people =o tanght will never battle ior free-
dom, Dever resist mis-rule, never maintain
healthy institutions, never rise in moral or
spiritual excellence,

Hoeviuiry.—There are some persons—
good people, too-—who appear to think
themselves judges, upon all occasions, of
the actions of others, whereas they may
not have the capability or the epportunity
of ascertaining the motives by which others
are actuated. It is suprisiug how ignorant
man is of himself. Often when he is con-
demning another he is himself the guilty
man. All need watchfulness, especially
those who are gifted with the taleut of
spying out the faults of others; a desirable
gift when well used, requiring great hu-
wility in those with whom it is placed.



