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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Tue Queen's Birthday will be celebrated
to-day with great eclat througlhiout the
-whole of the Dowinion,

The new DPacific Railway Bill aud the new
Election Law Bill both passed through their
third reating on Weduesday night and were
sent to the Senate for concurrence. The
Election Bill is to go into effect on the Ist
July next. The voting is by ballot, -

The Supplementuy Estimates submntted
{o the House of Commons on the 19th inst.,
amount to §£1,837,145. Among the most
noticeablo may be mentioned 21,500,000 for
Pacific Rnilway construction aud unprove-
ments on navigable waters in the intestor i
connection therewith ; telegraph lines in
British Columbia $23,000; and to meet the |
expenses atten lng the making of any tre. -
ties which may be conclud during tho year
with the Indiuns of the Sackatchewan
$34,000.

Hon. Mr. NMacKenzio has introduced o bill
{o enable the Government to lend the vari-
ous Provinces in the Dominion, such sums of
money as they require to complete their
publicworks such amounts not to exceedd the
nmount on which the Damenion is now pay -
ing interesting to such Provinces, by way of
subsidies,

Tho New Brunswick [louse of Assimlly
has been dissolved, and writs for a new elec
tion, returnablo on the Ju.h proximo, wre
ordered,

Dr. Grant, of the City of Gttawa, has been
chosen as ane of the delegates fium the Do
minion of Cavada by tho American Medical
Association. which meets this year at Detrant
on the 2nd June. This Agsociation embivees
the entire American Siatey, d aits membess
number several hundreds.

Lieut, Colonel Skinner has been returned
Jor South Uxford by a m josuty ol 275.

i The advised smbugs ol vessels forQuebec up
:to the 20th ult,. number about filty 1 excess |
iol’ last pear. Tho areival of the spring llzet
\is bowever, considerably later.

The timber boom at Frederickton broke
on Wednesd iy, and some nullious ot feet ol
timber, went adnift.  fhe river 1s rasing
rapidly.

About four o'cluck on the moirnng of the
1%th., A serious five was discoved 1 thel

shop.
tho second flat, over the ongine room, The,
prison cffictals succeed 1 continng e
flames to ono building whach, bowever, was
completely gutted, ouly the wall remaining.
Au attempt to saye somo pnson clothug

stored in the bLuilding were unsuccessful.

! means for the continuous nud system tic ve-

t work as somn as tho weather allows, and

The m n worked well, bath the guardsand
those of the eanvicts who were released to
aid in the suppression of the fire. The loss
{o the Government is about £30,000; the
loss of the contractor is about $15,000.
Nearly all the articles in the shop wero
destroyed. The ortgin of the fire is supposed
te havearisen from the engine room but how
is uuhoown, w6 the fuspeccuion of the mght
round showed no signs of lire.

‘The breaking of the reserveir at Goshen,
Hampshire County, Mass; has been of the
mo-t disas.erous consequences, both m the
destruction of life and property.

The cause of the disaster would appear to
Liave bicen too weak adam to contam such
a large bLody of water, which w8 130 acres
in arca and thirty feetn depth,

The extent of lie disastor iocreased ra
ther than dimininishes, and 1itis as yetun
prossible to give a full and reltible estimate
of the loss of property and life,

At Haydenwvilleon the 19th, 60 families hiave
applied for reliel.  (he temporary funds
furnished from Northumpton yesterdsy are
now exhausted, 0 mass tecting has beon
called at North mpton this evening to devise

liel of the sufferers. ‘The whole communmty
is moving in the work of r.lief, and every-
thing that can will be dono to alleviate the
.o0s3 and suffering,

liayden, Gere & Co., at Iy lenville, the
proprictors of the destroyed brass works,
commenced the swork of rebuilding this
worning, but have beenobliged to desist on
accout ot the ram,  Tuey will resume their

tope to have thetr bulding ready for oc
cupanucy in threo months' time.

Mr. H. L. James, the woollen manufactur
er at Williamisburg, whose mill was left
standing, although badly dumaged, will pro-
p o for the full resumption of busmess ns
early as possible. The niost of the other
busmess men affected by the disster wilt
probably resume as early as practicable, but
the suitering of the labouring classes must
inevitabiy be quite severe.

Carefully revised estimates {ix the tot.}
loss &t 31,000,000, of which ths mwufsctue
crs and mill owaers sustained $350,000; the
towns of Willlamsburg and Northamptan
8150w for the reparrs of highways and |
bridges ; and the operatives and indiviluals '

l'royincml Pemtentiary, inthe premises oc | not tess than 150,000 or S200) KOV,
cupied by Mr. 8.1, Drenan as n» cahinet| Tho Springfield #epublican’s 1atest rovise1
The tiro started about the flvor of, lists malze the {otal mimber cortainrly lost !

143, distnibuted as follovs smong the four!
villages ; Willamsburg 60, Skinuervillo 4 !
Haydenviilo 3U. and Leeds 51.

A Northampton despatch  stites that.
although 1n some locahies the mdustrial

interest will Lo revived, it isscarcely pos.
siblo that the preseut generation will livo to
sce the valley in its former thirft and indus.
try.

Propositions have been made by Now
York capitalists which may result in the
rebudding of T.ceds, which was famous for
buttons and paper,

The brass works of Hayden & Gere will be
spﬁedly rebuilt on the old site in tlayden.
ville.

Williamsburg has enough 1~ft for a nou
clens, and is likely lorevive in the course of
time.

Skinner's mill, of which thero is not loft
one stone upon another, will not be rebuilt.

A large nnmber of Irish harbored reven-
geful feelings against Spellman, whom they
falsely accused ol detaining Cheny, so that
the latter could not warn tho people of the
flood in sowon. ‘They threatened to burn
his house and hang him. Yasterday Spell.
man removed his family, with half a dozon
neighbors thoroughly armed, and pickoted
Ins premises,

The Irish began to gather in knots of four
or five, bul finding & detachment ob troops
on duty, the rioters dispersed,

Tho following is an extract from a private
letter from the Mayor of New Urleans :
¢ Unless the resourses for relief beincreased
1in some way to $1,000,000, maoy thousands
muast perish by famine, even that sum will
not more than syflice tosave the lives of the
inundated till the {lood subsides and over:
{1 wed lands aro agaio tillable.”

A steange disease prevails among the
fish of river and Iake at Milwaukee, Wiscon-
sin. Their flosh under the microzcopo is
found to he alvo with snimatculw. Miitons
of deard lish are loating upon.the surface of
the water, ar 1 dealers have been forbidlen
to sell any.

Tho Government of Sun Jo:é do Guato:
mala has settled with Cousul Magee for the
recent ovteage upon his person by paying
him S10 000, .

Yho Qaeen, it is reported will visit Russia
in the autumu,

‘The Czir, at a recoptinn of the diploma-
tic corps in Loudon on, Saturday, declared
that the policy of Russia was the preservas
tion of the peace ofEurope,in which ho hopel
to be sided by theGovernments representod
Wy those whom he addressed.

Tn the treaty lor the establishmant of the
British protectorate over the Fiji Lslands it
is stipulated that Great Britain shatl assums
all financial liabilsties, pay the King §15,°
0M) per annuwm, with other pensions to vare
ious antive chiefs; recognize tho ruling
chief as owner of tho lands, which are to be
oponed . to sottlemout by foreigacrs withia
ayear,
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Z:\‘N.leL REPURL ON THE STALE OF| associntions for prizes; 4th. Returns of

TUE MILITIA FOR 1873
(Contunued from Page. 240)
FORCE OX SERVICE AT FORT GARRY.

The ostablishmont, as reported on the
31st Docember 1873, consisted of the follow-
ingie—-
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Fur further information relating, to this
foice, { respectfully refer you to the report
of Lieut. Colonel W. O. Smith, C.M.G.,
Deputy Ad)utanl Geneoral, Militiry District
No. 10, which will be found in the sppen-
dix.

During the year hut barracks have been
erccted at Fort Garry, and the same are
now occupied by the Dominion force at
that station. This mensure has added much
to thocomfort of the men, and will prove
economical as compared with previcus ar-
rangoments,

RIFLE ASSOCIATIONS.

[ho aid giver to Dominion, Provinciul
and other riflo associations amounts toabuut
$15,u0V0 per annum; that granted to the
Domunion Association is expended in prizes,
and for the expenses of a team of Canadinn
marksmen to Wimbledon aach year. ‘lho
success which has attended the efforts of
the Association in respect of this team,
renders the object worthy of continued sup
port &l commendation. Apart from the
good results to the men, and the emulation
1t creates amongstCanadian marksmen to be
sclocted for the team, ithas attended n a
vemarkable mannir to make the Dominion
bietter known throughout the whole world ;
#1d as an advertisement for emigrants is of
great, yalue. '™

The aid granted to provinciai associations
iz entirely expended for prizesand expenses
attonding the matches.

Under the present system the local asso-
ciations obtain aid direct from government,
without being compelled to affitiate with any
central organization; butit appears to me
that these organizations for compatition in
riflo shooting have attained such a position
as to render tho ndoption of some plan on
one uniform basis necessary.

Sucha plan mmght perbaps be arranged
ns follows :— 1st Provide tho necessary means
for expenses of the Whimbledon team and
contribution in aid of tho Dominion Rifle
Association ; 2ad. Divide ono half of the re-
miinder of tha appropriation amongst the
suveral Provincisl Associativns according to
population, und the other half amongat the
several county associations in the Dominjgn,
on the understanding that only those affili-
ated with the Provincial association of their
respective Provinces, and who make proper
recturas of miatches or prize meetings, be re
coguized as entitled to a1d, 3rd. The grant
{o county associations {o be based on tho
vumber of competitors at matches, and
upon tho amount of local contributions in
1ioney, in aid of the funds of the respectivo

prizo meotings fromall ngsoclations 1ecoiving
governmicent aid to hoaent 10 tho Depastuent
of Militia and defeuce,

AID TO EFFIGIENT BANDS,

Tio total sum availablo for this sertico
durin;.'i the past yoar was $7,000, and it l}n.s
Leen divided amougst the battalivns of mili
v who maintain bands of music, the
amiount paid to each, ranges fiom £50 to
$100 por annum, aocording to extent and
ofliciency of the bnlds. Thus aid, wifling as
it 18, bas proved a goat boon to the officors,
aud reduces to some extent the porsonal
expenses of oach, i respeot of payments to
the band fund of their respective corps.

ORDNANCE AND EQUIPMENT OF FIELD B\TTERIKS
OF ARTILLERY.

Tho oxpendituro authorized under this
head Lias beendevoted during the past three
years to the purchase of the new 9 pounders
uzde-londiog nilled ficld guns,.nd lar. css,
such as aro beiog issued to the Royal Artil
lery., Tho gues ate issued as riceived to
the older ficld batterios of artillery, in ex-
change fur tho smuoth bose gans now in
possession ; and tho latter are thus made
available for newly organized batlerics not
yet cquipped.

HORSES FOR FIELD BATTERIFS,

Some difficulty is oxperienced Ly com
manding ofticers providing horses, for the
allowance, and under the rcgulations now in
force. This difficulty is not confined to any
one district, but is tmore apparent in some
districts than in others. I have therefore
taken steps to communicate with these offi-
cers through the staff in the different dis
tricts, in order 1o ascertain the difliculties,
and the suggestion each has to make in re-
spect of lus uwn corps.

S§CIiI001.8 OF INSTRUCTION,

The two Schoo's of Gunnery at Xingston
and Quebec continue to afford o sstisfactory
menus of wmstructing officers, non cummis-
sioned officers, and men of the artiillery.
Theso schools have becn most successful
since their organization, and there seems to
be no difficulty in keeping the strength up
to the full establishment. Seven ollicers,
and 136 non commissioned officers and men
have jiined tho school at Kingston, and
soven officers and 150 non commissioned
officers and men havo joined the school at
Quebec during tho year ending 31st Decem-
ber, 1873. Special reports mude by the re.
spective commandants on ths sitate and
conditiuns of thoschools are attached herato,
to which yourattention is invited.

In ndulition to the Schools of Gununery at
Kingston and Quebec, there are six schools
of military instruction 1n operation uander
she District Staff, viz.: ‘loronto, Kingston,
Montreal, Quebec, Fredericton and Hutifax
The numbersin attendance at these latter
schools are fully up to former averages, but
ng the schools are only mnintained during
tho winter months [ am unable to submit
tho exact returns until after the 1st Juno
next. These schools have been most useful
in imparting primary instruction to the ofli -
oers of corps and candidates for commissions
in the Militia. Itis, however, evident that
they are not cufficient to supply the higher
class of instruction which has becowo indis-
pensable to the mwintenance of tho present
force i a satisfactory conditinn ; nor do they
supply instruction such as is necnssary for
the educrtion of those who may be required
for tho future military necessities ot tho
Domniinion,

Tho ordinary duties of an officer may be
performed without specinl training, but the
higher class of duties and the capacity for
superior command, can only .bo reached
through a long course of study and proparae
tion. It is therefore certuin that-come pro-
vision beyond that now existing is need
od. ‘This want might be met in two ways .
lst, By sending & number of young mon tu
Euglaud, whero suitable facilitics are avail
ablo. 2nd. By the cstablishment cf a high
class military school in Canada.

As distanco would lhikely prove an imped.
ment to the first course being adopted, the
socond will no douht, commend itself as
worthy ot consideration. An institution ai
wlioh youug men could sccure a sopcriuc
military ant scientific education would pro
duce results alike beneficis] to the Donua
ion and to those who jiin for instruction.
Lo the-Duminion it would prove a ready aad
sconomical moans of providing officeis
whose military services could be utilizad

.hcreuﬂer i tho different districts, and to

the cudet an educativn which would fit Lua
fur buh avid and military daties, wouid
give unduubted lacllivies for remunerauve
employment at all times,
1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant.
WALKER POWELL, Lieut. Col.
Acting Adjt. General of Militia.
Canada,
LiEap QUARTERS, .
OTTAWA, Junuary, 1874,

APPENDIX No. I

MILITARY DISTRICT, NO. 1

Deputy Adjuta.d-General's Office,
London, 27h November, 1873,

Sir,—I have-the honor to forward the en-
closed Inspection Report, for this District of
the corps that have performed their annual
drill for the current year, up to the present
date, being about one-hslf the strength of
the district ; the rem:under, purpose to dnll
durmg the month of June, next year.

In tha 1st Brigale Diviston, under com-
mand of Lieut-Colonel Moflat, Brigade
Major, the tollowing corps performed ther
annual drill in accordance with- gencral
orders, viz:—

Tho **Mooretown” and ¢ Kingsville”
Troop of Cavalry 6 Ufficers 77 non-
comtission ofticers and men.

The Swnia Battery Gurrison Artillery, 3
officers 28 non commission officers and

men. .

The 22nd ¢Oxlord"” Rifles; tho 24th
«Kent' Infantry ; the 26th ¢Middlesex”
the 27th ** Lambton"

And the Windsor and Lemington Com
pwnies of Infantry, ‘Total strength, 100
oflicers, and 1,233 non commission ofi:
cess and men.

The total strength of the Brigade Leing

1,471, and an average of 46 per company, ot
corps

‘T'his Brigade has turned out vory well
their drill and general cfficioncy been very
eatisfuctory. Lieut.'Colonel Moitat reports,
the 22ad Osford Rifles beingin a highly
creditabls state, their strength averaging 8
per company, on parade,

In the 2nd Brigade Divlsion, under con’
mand of Lieut,Colonel Servico, DBrigsdt
Majur, the following corps drilled, viz.—

The ¢ Wellington™ Ficld Battery of Anil
lory, 4 ofiicers, 66 non‘commission ofliceti
and men ; 51 horses, 4.guns.

-
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Goderich Battery Garrison Artilery; 3|
officers ; 32 non commission oflicers and
men.

32nd ¢ Bruce™ Batlalion of Infuntry. i

33rd ¢ Huroun” Battolion of Iufantry (6
compnnies only), total strength 512 officers

Luing.an average of 32 por cumpuny, or

corps.
The ** Wellinglun™ Lield Duattery turned,

out nearly full strength, and werein avery | In fuct, motre is now promiscd then wo liad
dured to Lope fui, though not more thuy wa,
an instructor fiom the School of Giunuery | had voutured to advooate. Circtlmstances

eflicient stato, they had the advantage of

daring their diily, aad profited very much
Ly his exertions in teaching them.

men ; leaving one ficld battery, 1 trovps of

cavalry, ard 35 companies of infantry to ¢minent ability, suficient to cope with tue

perform driil next year, [he drill was car-
ried out, a8 a general rale, by separ to bat:

talion camyps, and squad and company dnlly Lis post, puinted vut that it was cumpetent,

was chidfly practiced , but they having to

fire 40 rounds of aminanition, per man, at| suddenly formidable by the possessivn uf a
target pl‘&lC\;CO "eceasmi}y redaced the Jti”| Bhlp of mar whick shivuld Lu supertur o uny
other that cuuid for a time Le bruught,
cight duys’ time,was found to interlere very " against Ler.  Wheilier Mr. Reed 6 atienuon,

houts cunsiderably, which, io camps of ouly

much with satisfactory progress. As o gen
eral rule. the whule of the corps tuined out
very well , their uniform was iu goud order,
and the arms and accoutrements ina very
eflicient stite.

Ihove to report that the ordes from the
Department of Militia and Defence, regu
lating the muster and paymeunt of the furce
that turned out for drill,were stricily cariied
out,

Many of the company drill sheds areina
bad state of repair, and will be found to be
a constant expeuse if kept in proper order ;
butit appeirs to me, that 1t s a question
whether, iustead of expouding mwme money
on them, 1t would not be advisalie tv erece
o battalton diill shed in each cuunty where
there is an efficient battulion, und tv havo a
caretaker to attend to the arms and uni
form when the corps is not at drill; by such
amethod the arms, accoutrement and uni*
form would be found to last very much lon
ger, and thus save considerable expense to
tho country.

I have much pleasure in acknowledging
the great assistance rendered me by the
Staff Officers of the District ; and I beg most
particularly to call your attention to the
eflicient state of the First Brigade Dvision,
which is in a great measure due to the care
and energy shown by Lieut.’Colonel Moffat,
Its Brigaae Major,

1 have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most obediont Servant,

Joux B. Tayror, Lieut.'Colonel,

Deputy Adjutant: seneral,
Military District, No, 1
To the Acting Adjutant General, &c., &c.,
Ottawa,
lirap QuarTERs,
Loxpox, 1st Nov. 1873,
List of corps not inspected up to this date.
1st Regiment Cavalry, St. Thomas Troop.
London Troop.
» Bayheld Troop.
,, Stratford ‘Troop.
London Ficld Battery Artillery.
7th Battalion Infuntry,
25th Battalion.
28th Battalion (except No. 5 Company.
29th Battalion.
30th Battalion Rifles.
33rd Bittalion, Nos. 2 and 6 Company’s.
Joux B, Taxwoa, Lieut, Col,
D, A. G, Ml Dis. No. 1.

”

(To bo continuecd.)
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THE INFLEXIBLE.

em—

Somne timo ago wo laid before our readers

cortan particulars in roference to the do-,
sign of tho coming ironclad —the In_ﬂexiblg. )
and men, and total strength of Biignde,617, ) Since that period the dats concerning this,

vessel huve become more fixed and definute,
and have assumed a chatacter which ren-
ders them io the lighest degree intercsting,

huve pressed tho Admiralty to take not
mercly & step but a stride.
ment of the Adwiralty is giving proof of

high demands now mnde ¢n naval archutects.
Tho lute Chief Constructor, after resigning

for a second rate naval Power to mako wtself

was fixed on Ttaly wo hanow not, Cortain i

is thot this Tuser bLas attempted to [nl-ty J sty

such a part, The Italian Guveinaent hove
asked Sir William Armstrong to produce the
biggest gun he can, with the intention of
applying it to naval purposes. What is like

ly to Lo the answer to such a challenge, or,

commercmlly spo..king. such a cuMtssion ?
Sir Wilkiam founded the race of guiuts iu
artillery, and ho is doubtless aunxious to
rival Woolwich —it may be to excel. Wool
wich must be equally anxious to excel Els-

¢ Wo Lilieva
The whole atcength of tha distulet that, this to be the trucst econamy, and we aue,
baso drilled so far, ate 2,088 offiu rs and, glad to lind that the cunstructive depatt,

A ton. At all events wo nre sure of some-
y thing more than half & ton. Such a shell
1 will hold a charge of powdor suflicient to
¢ popel 8 400 Lb, projectsto from Js-ton gun |
—that is to say, about 70 lb,, if not more.
What then shall be tho armor of theslup
that carrivs guns like theze : Wo have gone
on adiiing snch by snob, from the 44 inch
; blates of the Warrior and tno Achilies to
y tho 5, iu, of the Agincourt, tho Minowur,
and the Northumbeclend, the 6 in. of the
Bellatoplivg, the 7 10, of the Monarch and
tho Captain, the 8 . and 9.0, of the Uer-
cules and the Sultan, and tho 12 1n. and
11 iu. of the Thuadorer and the Devousta-
tion.  But uuw cowes the teap. The belt
line of the Inflexible 18 to carry no tess than
2t of armur ! It is truo that this wiil not
Le onv tuickness, but thera are good reu-
sons why it should not be, and we are reclk-
oning without the inner skin. In the first
ploce, there can be no dvubt that plates of
12, can be made of finer yuaiity tuan
plates ol 14in.  Secondly, :t has been
found that altbuugh jaminated armor com-
posed of thin plates 18 wenk, thero 1s but
attle loss of strength in building up a sertes
; vf thick plates in contrast with oue plate ot
thototul tnckness.  Probably the twe Lz,
plates of the Inflexiblo wiil be collectively
yuite equal in stiength to the best single
plates that could be made of 24 in solid.
But the question of constr uction is pext to
bo considered. “These two plates will be at
cuusiderable distanceapart,and between tho
tvo there will be a compact mass of wood
and iron work, so that wheh a blow is struck
on the outer plate the shock will be distri-
buted over a wide area. Supposing a shell

wick. At this hour it would seem that e.ach
one i waiting fur the other,
Oiice Commiiten, who have so lung cudeav

ored to find the pruper powder for the big
gubs of the present era, huse guuo un Ludd

ing up theic grains antil they think at laut
they have an explosive wortby of their
weapons. We have now advanced to
“mammoth pebble’ —something like the
*“arf a brick™ with which the denizens of
the Black Country are supposed to salute
unwelcome strangera. The grain of this ex-
traordinay species of gun-powder is in the
form of & cube, mensuriag 2 in. bach way, a
black shiny mass Like a piece of cual, aud
weighing half a pound. Itself & missile, 1f
such a lump escapes tho muzzle of 2 gun
unconsumed, it will gcore a plate of iron, or
kil 1 man, as may have & change. A blank
cartridge of this sort of stuff when fired
sends a portion of its material whistling and
shirieking through the air as if a shell were
speeding on its way. When the gun is lond

ed with both powder and shot of course the
combustion is more complete, and the re-
quis:te propulsion is given to the projectila
without tkut spdden and useless excess of
strain on the gun whichoceurs when powder
of smaller grain is employed. .

But what sort of a weapon is the new gun
likely to be? The Iuflexmble 13 to carry
four guns of equal size, We may reckon
that they will not weigh less than eighty
tons  :h. or more than double the tonnage
of the * Woolwich Infant.” The battering
chyrge would doubtless exceed 2 cwt, of
powder, or more than three Umes the
weight of the actual shot fired from the
heaviest guns oniginally supplied to the
Warpor.  Possibly the charge might not e
muoch less than 3wy ib. The projeciile may
Le esumated ns weighing 1300 1b. or 1400
1b,, and, iudeed, wo shouid rather expect to
see this weight exceedad, for thero is no ap-
parant reason why 1t should not be as muoh

Tuo War |

from tho *\Woolwich Infant” to bo fired at
the Iuflexible from a distance of 1040 yards,
tho shell wuuld explode asit passed through
the fiest plate, and its shattered fragments
alvne would reach the second ; whereas, if
the plate wereall inone the entire substance
might receive damage,

The Inflexible will be a turret ship, but
will carry hersides 20 ft. out of wuter. We
hardly expect that this extraordinary extent
of freebourd will bo maintuined throughout
tho entire length of the ship. It my also
be apprehended—as wo signified some
months ago—that there will be certain pe-
culiarities in the form of the hull, to obtain
bouyancy. Tletwo turretswill carry armor
of 18 in., and will be placed on a line obli-
que to the keel—ons 10 starboard-and the
other {0 port—so that both may fire at the
8ame instant ond on, or very nearly so. This
is a curious arrangement, and will porbably
meet withcertain objections, The gunswiil
"be loaded outside the turrets, the muzles
being dopressed so a3 to receive the:r chargo
up a species of batchway constructad for
the purpose. Mechanical means must ne-
cessarily be devised for lifting and moving
tho heavy weights represented by the shell
and the cartridge. The ship will be without
rigging, but her engines are to give her a
rato of speed at least equal to that of the
fastest oftho existing monclads. Despite
her superlutive quatitics the Inflexible will
cost less than the Minotaur, Her gun
power will be enormous, and her armor
wonderment. At least, so wo think them
now. If we could only build such a vessel
.n a twelvemonth, wstead. of taking three
or four years to accomplish the tisk our
confidence would be greater. It 13 now said
that Krupp's breech-loa ing 2000-pounders
are wtended for seaservice. As bieeche
loaders they are well adapted for such a
purpose, proniding the breecn-loading 1s1t-
sell effecuve. But how rests the question

2 g

us 16v0 1b,, or very nearly three-quarters of

of guns versus armor? Qur 35 ton gun
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is equal to 15 in. or 16 in.of urmour, and we |
may caloulato that an 80 ton gun will pene-
trato 24 in., unless the cununing device of
the Infloxible breals up the shell outside
the second plate. Iu such warfaro us we
aro now oontomplating the first hit may

rove momentous. If anentering projectile,
in addition to its own explosion, wore to live
one of those huge cartridges of which we
have spoken,the effect between decks would
bo tremendous, The meore smoke would
bo n sorious matter—far moreso than inone
of Nelson’s ships with its many ports and
freo ventilation. For humauity's eake we
can only hopo that these proparations for
war will secure the continuuance of ponce.—
London Standard.

ANNUALPR[I;L.

—

The Minister of Militin slated in the
THouse of Commons on Monday, in reply to
aquestion put by Mr. Stephenson,thay it was
tho intention ot the Governmout to reduco
the strength of the Volunteer Force and
that it was more than probable thatthe
residue would go into camp during the pre-
sent year. Wo are not yet aware of the
nature of the Government Militin Scheme
and consequently cannot form any idea of
the number of men who will be required to
drill during the present year. A reduction
of the present nominal strength of the Vol-
unteer Force is a step in the right diiection.
In anticipation of going into camp, officers
in this vicmity are commencing the annual
filiing up of their ranks. We have reason
to believe that it is the intention of the
Government to increase the pay of the meun,
which would reduce a better class of re-
cruits to join the ranks, Officers of corps,
especially infantry corps, should be more
particular rogarding the class of men they
take into their ranks. No encouragement
should be given to drunken loafers, and
imbecile old men to connect them-
seives with a battalion siniply for the pur-
pose of filling up the ranks during the time
spent in camp. Tho Volunteer Force
should be made as attractive as possible to
all classes of cur young men,but notbing can
Jjustify an officer in enrolling on his com-
pany list every incapable character whomay
present himself as a recruit.  Active, intel-
ligent young men are the most needed. Mo
such the duties of camp life will prove a
plensure and a pleasant change from the
monotony of every day occupation. In

things, and if theso defects wore candidly
expnsed by the press of the country in gen.
eral we aro disposed to think an improve
nient wonld bo theresult. We hopo that it
our lonol curps is called out to porform its
annual diil} in camp, its ranks buy be litled
with n creditablo cluss of men and that om-
ployers will allow every fucility to onable
those in thuir employment conngoted there-
with to obey the call of their officers.— Chro-
nicle and News May 15th.

- —————
CILEEDMOUR,

THE COMING OUNTHST.

The Jew York Times of Siturday siys :

*The prospect of the comming match with
the Irish team whe won the Elcho Shicld at
Wimbledon lnst yenr, has put our National
Riflo Association, or, to be more precise, its
subordmute element, tho Amateur Riflo
Club, on its mettle, and, accordipgly, they
are preparing for vigorous practice in antici
pation of the contest. That this is a wise
precaution cannot be doubted, for the Irish
eight (ussuming that nothing will interfere
to prevent their crack shots coming for
ward) are good marksmen; their Wimble.
don prestige must, if possivie be sustained,
and their practice on their ranges at Dolly
mount, nesr Dublin, is usually of a very
assiduous and thorough kind.  The efforts
of the Amateur Rifle Club witl, the:cfore, be
directed towmid getting together the best
-marksmen, who shall huave abundunt prac.
tice, and how, when the time comes, (not
sooner than the 15th Ssptember, or later
than the 15th October,) shall be in proper
form to meet their Ivish compeutors, The
lvish teaw are the challengers, and tho pro.
gramme which they proposed for theaccept
ance of the riflemen of America has been
agreed to on behalf of the latter by the Ama.
teur Rifle Club, with the exception of one
of them, fixing the minimum numbers of
competitors. ‘This the challengers desired
to fix at four, but the fle Club think that
six ought to be substituted. 'T'he terms ot
the 1 &'ch, 18 amended, would thus read as
follows:

*'Team—Eiwch team- to consist of not
more than eight or less than six men, at the
opton of the Irish, whose diciston will be
anuounced on thewr urrival at New York.
‘Ihe American team to be composed exclu
sively of riflrmen born in the United States,
‘The 1+ith team to consist of men quahtied to
shoot in the Irmsh cight at Wimbledon.

view of & camp being formed here nt an
early day, tho ofticers should, we take the
hiberty of suggesting to thuse in autharity,
be instructed to “read up” their drill,
s0 a3 to bo the botter prepared to in-
struct their men, Itisa too nutorious f ot
that a very lurge proporticn of the oflice s
of the Force are sadly deficient in tbis re-
spect, Some of them msy have never open
ed a drill book since they left the Military
School, and theconsequence is that they are
not **posted” in the changes which ara
frequently made, and they even forget wh-t
they did learn. There is someo excus) for
tne rank and file being ignorant, but none
cun be urged in defence of officers. Obsel-
cte words of command are sull to bo heard
- used by officers who certainly should kuow
better, which proves that they ate not ac-
guaioted with the changes. It is a humilia
ung specincle to see oflicers displayingig-
noranco of dill in the presence of their men,
which cannot increase the contrienco thoy
should have in each other, Uur remarks
apply to the Force in general and not to
apy corps in particular, Fuctesie stubborn

¢ Rifles—Any, not exceeding ten pounds
weight; minimum pull of tngger three
! pounds. 1he Awmernicaus to shoot with
tifl s of Yona fide American manufaclure,
The Irish to shoot with rifles manufre-
tured Ly Messrs. Johu Rigby & Co., of
Dublia,

* Sighis, Ammunition, Targets, and Murlk*
ing—To be according to printed regulations
in force at Wimbledon, 1373 which are
similar to those of the Nativnal Rifle Assor
cintion, ’

¢ R ges—Eig1t hundred yards,9)0 yards-
and 1.0yu yards,

“ Number o Sho's Fifteen. at cah range
by eacts cowpetitor.

** P'rovious Practice—The Irish team to be
allowed the use of the range for practice for
at least two days beforo the match,

¢ Pusition— Any; no urtificial rest to be
used either for the 1ifle or person of the
shooter,

* Mr. Leach,on the part of the Irish team,
gaarautees to deposit, on his arrival at New
Yoi k, with the National Rifle Associition

of America, the sum of £100sterling, » 1o

sum to be deposited by the Amerioun team,
nnd this suny of £200 to be handed over tu
theCaptain for division among the members
of the winning team,

*Targets, ranges, and all accessories for
carrying out the match to devolve on the
Ameticans. “I'he Ameticans {o chooso a Re-
fereo to ncl for their tenm, Mr Lecch will
act in the oipacity of Refereo for the Irish
tenm, and the two Referces shall mutunly
solect an umpire, to whom, in case of ditter
enco of opinton, they shall refer, ond whoso
dicision sball be final. T'ho terms of the
mateh to bo signed by Geo. W. Wingate, on
behall of the Amateur Rifle Club, and by
Avthur Blennerhnsset loach, on bLehlf of
the Irish team. Duplicate coples of this pro-
gramme to be exchiunged, and all necessury
arrangemonts to ho completed on or before
the 13t day of June, 1874, Should either
team fuil to make an appearance on the day
oid hour agrece 1 upon for the mateh,the team
they present wmny clsim the champlonship
and gtukes,

“In accepting the challenge the Amateur
Rifle Club do not cliitn that they include
among thewr members the best rillemen of
America, but they asnume to anct as the re*
presentativés of the riflemen of the country
generally, for the purgose of placing the
watter in such a shupe as to permit all who
prove themselves competent to compete,
irrespective of their rosidence or member:
ship. They therefore request that all native
born Americans wlhe ave interested in rifle
stooting, and who ued "¢ to form part of tho
team which is to represent America in the
furtheoming mateb, will at once commenco
practising for the purpose. and will, on or
before the 1st of July next, forward to Mr.
Fred. P. Fairbanks, the Sacretary of the
Club, a score of f(ifteen consecutive shots
wmade at each distance named in the pro*
gramme, in o form furnished for the pur
pose. Then, sowelime during July or
August, une match or more will be held at
Creedmaor tu shoot for places in the team.
From the competitors making the best scores
upon these occasions the Execcutive Com:
nuttee wil, select & certain number who will
shuot uginst each other until the best shots
are definitely nscertained. and these only
will be allowed toshootin ' & team compet®
Ing with the Insh visitors. in the matchat
Wimbledon, at which the latter won the
Elcbo slueld, their average score was 149 37
points out of a possible 130, or 3 32 a shot,
but bhe Amateur R.fla Club are fully satis*
ficd thatthereare many riflemen in Americs
fully as expert, anid they feel quite sanguine
as to the result of the match should they be
induced to engage in the undertaking
Fnere 1, at all ovents, nu doubt entartaied
that, apart from the National Guawd prac’
tice, the most interesting feature of the sen’
son at Creedmoor wall be this international
match with the Irish eight,” —AN. Y Zimes.

WEeAr oF GoLD AND Sirver.~It appears
from experiments made in St. Petirshurg
that, contrary to the opihion generally en-
tertained, gold coin wenrs away fuster than
that of silver I'wenty pounds of gold half.
imperials, an1 as much of silver copecks—
colns of «bout the same sizo—were put into
new barrels, mounted like churns, which
were kept turning.fop four honrs contin-
uously. It wus then found, on weighing the
the coins, that the galil ones had lost 64
grammes, the si'ver cnes onlv 34 ; but as
the numer of gold picces was Y8 per cent.
less than those of silver, the propartien is
of course, greatet to that amount in favour
of the Iatter. Tho silver ulso contuined
more alloy than the gald.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

The I;dllor does nut held himself responsible for
{n dvldual eeprosslons of opinion (n communit-
cationgaddressed tothe VOLUNTEER LIy 1EwW

PERTH RIFLE A850CLATION,

The annual meeting was hell Inst Mon®
dny (18th insl.) at the Dulmoral llotel,
Stratford ; Major Stephenson G.'1I\R., in the
chnir, Tho following officers were appointad.

Patron.— Lieut, Colonel Daly.

President.—~Mujor Stephrnson,G. T\ Rifles.

1st Vico President.—Pay-Master Rutber:
ford, 28th Battalion.

nd Vico President.—Captain Whyte, G.
T. Rifles.

Council.—TLicut.Colonel Smith, Tieutenant
Birch, Licutenant Spimmon, Liout. Patton,
Sergeant Argo, Corporal Vilson, Major
Scott, 25th Batt., Secretacy,

This was one of the most interesting
meetings sinco the organizition of the asso
ciation, Lieut. Coloncl Service taking an
aclive part iIn the associction for its pros:
perity. Licutenant Colonel S:rvice, Licut.
Birch, and Licutonant Wright were then ap
pointed a committen to get tho range in a
first class order, and if possible to get
another target erected to save tme both in
practice and at the annualmateh, A silver
cup is to be competed for on the first Sature
dny in June, July, August, and September;
the highest aggregate scure of ecach mem:
ber comipeting to decide the ninner, Ranges
—200, 400 and 60C vards,  Fifteen rouncs
at each distance,this is done in order to give
a stimulug to tho association.  As there is
no balance on hand over (the last match
Corporal 'Wilson was appointed to collect §10
to atfiliate wi‘h theWestern Rifledssociat.on,
London, Ont. A team will be sent from
here to competeat their match next moanth.
Somehosw or otlier the Annusl Grant from
Government was not paid for 1873. Hoping
this mistake will bo reciifi.d in a short time
a3 we will require money to make necessary
allerations on the Range,

A vote of thanks was tondered to Colonel
Dily and others for their piizes given at
lsstmatch.  The Annual Mateh will take
place nbout the end of August, 1874.

By giving the above space in your columns
you will ever oblige yours &e

Corp'l Wusox, G.T.R.

Stratford, My 18, 1874,

SCOTTISH RELICS OF THE SPANISH
ARMADA.

‘The Nether Lnchuber correspoadent of
the Jarerness Courier writes:—-A coin was
sent us for identitication a few days ago,
the history of which strikes us ns interest-
ing. Weohad wo difliculty in determining
ittohe a silver Spanish dollar of the time
of Philip 1 Tt ismuch corvoded and worn,
but the following letters of the original in
scripion are distmetly legtbla: —=Pn. 1L, D,
G.Hispz et Ind: Rex, 1585. On there
versodisc ig what scems to have been in

Ao S———

tended for tho prow of a ship botween two
palm treos. ‘Tho owner of this coin tolls us
that it camo into his possession in the fol

lowing manner:— A brother of his, owned

and comminded n coasting schooner about
{ifty years ngo, chancing to beealmert while
prssing through the sound of Aall, thought
it best 1o como to anchor for the night,
Next moruing, whon getting under welglt,
the anchor, as it camo to the bows, wus
found to have brought up a large mass of
tunglo,  While clearing this away, the edge
of the coin was observed sticking out from
among a lot of sand and shingle uttached to
the tangle ioots, and having been secured
and handed to the captain, ho ever after
kept it in his purso as & **luck peuny,” on
which he set & bigh value, and all tho more
30, perhaps, that it happened to be found

on the morning of Laster Sunday—a fact
that to hiim, as u good Catholic, had a signiti

canco and meaning that tho rest of the
crew took no account of. Do this as it may,

he was from that day an exceedingly pros-
perous and lucky man in all his undertak

ings, and ull theday of his death ho carried
tho coin about him wherever he went, as n
“luck penny” and talisman of extraor.

dinary virtue. ‘Tho presont owner, too, sets
a very high value on this numismatic talis
map, which, he declsres, hardly anything
would induce him to part with During
the ten yoars that it has been iu his posses®
sion, be assures us thut he lhas bheen pros.
perous and successful as ho never was Le.
fore, with never a moment’s 1llness; and
althvugh 100 sensible and shrewd & mun
actually 1o ussert thar the coin hus any*
thing to do with it at all, it is nfact that ho
very seriously looks upon his Spanish dollar
as a sort of ** Lee Peuny, ' giving its posses:
sur a fait chanceofau amountjof heaith and
wealth thit without iv he might struggte for
in vain. This nonsense apart, however, the
question remains ;: what bLusiness had a
Spanish dollar 1 the bottom ut the Sound
of Mull? Luw came it there? Qur theory
is that the coin originally belonged to some
one connected with the greut ** lnvincible
Aimada’ of 1583, Itis awell known hs:
tomcal fact that, after the defeat of the
Arnmnada, the already shattered rnd discom:
fited flect, in attempting to return to Spam
ty sailing round Scotland and Ireland, was
vvertaken by a dreadful stsrm, in winch
many of theships weie wiecked. Cne sinp,
naned the Florida ran for shslter 1a the
sound of Mull, and white ut anchor off
Tobermory harbor, was captured aud des-
troyed by a body of Muil and Movern men,
under the command of Maclean of Duart,
This fact is sufliciently atiested by a remis

ston, under the Privy seal, to thau chief for
bis shwmie in the somewhat questionable
transaction, beuaring date tho 20Uth March,
1589, The Fluride was destroyed by beng
blown up, with oIl ter armament and stores,
and many of her crew—a treacherous and
cruel act, for Scotlund, at least, was then
at peace with Spain—and tt is probable that
the Spanish dollur s0 recently examined by
us, reached tho bottom of the Sound on
that occaston, and there remained Gl fished
up in the curious manner above related,
upwards of two centuries afterwards  Some
of the timbers of the submerged Iloridue
bave from time totime been brouzht to the
surface, and & casket formed out of o part
of her windless was presented by Sir Walter
Scutt to George 1V. durnng Ins wisit to
Scotland in 1822, An uunsuccessful attempt,

by mowms of divers. was made in 1740 to
recover some of a large amount of treasuroe
said to have been sunk 1n her; but some

very beautiful brass guns were brought up,
ono of whichs is still to bo seen at the

-

Castie of Dunstaflnage, near Oban, and
another, wo Uelieva, at Inveraray. Theso
waere last made to sponk loudly nad lustily,
not against o Quecn of Eungland, us was
their original errand to our shoves, but in
honor of the marringo of the daughter of a
Queen of (reat Britsin with the son of a
Scottish  dukd, who now owns the lands
which belonged to tho Macleans, by whom
the Floridu, carrying these very guns, was
destroyed. Thus does ¢ the whirligig of
timo bring about its own revenges.” Scme
yuurs ngo we wore shown by a gentlemun in
Glasgowa Iarge ebony-stocked pistol, beauti.
fully envved, and inlaid with mothar of pearl
and silver, which was said to hava been
secured from the wreck of the Florida. Wo
recollect that the corroded state of the bar.
reland lock abundantly satisfied usatihe
timo that, whether it belonged to the
Florida or not, it had at all events long lain
in water, and more probably, from the
peculiar of corrosion, In salt water than in
fresh.  As tothe dnllar, we have only fur.
ther to state that its owner now thinks more °
of it than ever—our suggestion as to its
very probable connection with the Spanish
armada having largely enhanced its valuo
in s estimation. Its mere intrinsic value,
as o bit of silver, would, wo think be fully
and fairly appraised at something like
twventy pencesterling,

Mouxtrp Evgrxegre,—At Vienna the ex-
periment has been lately carried out of
t nining a small body of mounted engineecrs
for the express purpose of accompanying
light horse in advance of the army, orin
its extreme rear if rotreating. Theso
soldiers take with them a few light tools
such as would Lo useful for repairtng or de-
groying ruilrords and bridges by the ordi-
nary means, But a formidable addition to
their equipment i3 to be supplied them in
case of actual war in the shape of smnlil
petsrds or hand grenades loaded with
dynamite, portable and safe to carry, ex-
plosible only by a fuze, but pnwerful
enough in their action to completely blow
offany part of the ironwork to be destroyed
against which they are laid, Trisls have
have been made expressly to determine the
hest shape of these grenades, aud the
simplest way in which to use thom; and it
hagbeen proved that by their use any rail-
road may be as effectually interruptedin a
couple of minutes ~= it could be with ordi-
nary tools in as many hours,

Ax Axcient Rovar CrapLe,—One of the
most curious of the relics left of the bluff
oll Henry VIIL, his six wives and the threo
children ~ho succeseively wors the crown
after him, is the cradle of his youngest
daughter, Qieen Eljzabeth, It’is ol Eng-
lish ouk, very massive, with richly carved
paunels, six in number, two on each side,
ono of the samo height composing the foot,
and a much bigher ouno under the bead.
board. ‘Tne length of tho cradle is three
feet two inches, its bredth twenty inches,
and the height, to the top of the drnament,
four feat. At the foot is a large shield,
with two clhierubs supporting: the royal
crown, and in the centre the imtiale *“ E.R."
—Elizabeth Reginy, The ornamental work
is of silver, carved and engraved in gnaint
devices. .

REMITTANCES Recelved on Subscription to
Tite VoLUNTEER REVIREW up to Saturday
the 23rd Inst, ’

Ingersoll, Ont.~—Gapt. R, X, Ellig, toJan. 1875, $1.00

Quoten Ctty.—Lieut. S Sharples, to Jan. 18675 200

Lieut E. Gauthler, to Aug, 1874 ¢
Capts Jas, Morgan, to May, INT5
Lt Col.Cagault,D A G., Aug. ‘71
Sackville, N.B~1ion,Col.Botsford, toSept. 774
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s Unbribed, unbought, ourswords we draw,
‘Toguard the Monarch, fence the Law.”

OTTAWA, TUESDAY, MAY 26, 1874,

" To CorrespoNpENTS.—Lelters addressed to
either the Editor or Publisher, n: woll as
Communications intended for publication,
must, invariably,be pre-paid. Correspon
dents will also bear in mind that one end
ol the envelope should be left open, and
at the corner the words * Printer’s copy "
sritten and a two or five cent stamp (ac.
cording to the weight of the communica.
tion) placed thereon will pay the postags

ke3~ Ligor. J. B, Vivrer, of Vicloria, is
our authorised Agent. for Vancouver Island,
British Columbia. As is also Captain H. V,
Epaxoxps for New Westmmster and adjacent
country.

Tre most, interesting and useful study to
tho professional soldier is undoubtedly 7Tac
tics—a thorough tactician must be a good
strategist, which it does not follow that an
intimate knowledge of the latler will neces
sarily make its possessor an expert in the
former science.

In another page-will be found a lecture
delivered by Licut. Colonel F, Mivoreroy, at
the Royal Umted Service Insutution, ad-
dressed to the oflicers of (English) Volun.
teer corps, which is reprinted for tho benefit
of our readers; 1s it contains many valuable
lessons and much useful information. A
great want 1 military literature his yet
to be supplied, and that is a comprehen
sive history of ancient and modern tactics.

Qreck ™ was tho earliest system of which wo
have any nuthentic record—but it is evident
that the Assyrinng, Euyptians, and Persions
did not overrun the then civilized world with
undisciplined mobs, and wo aro qnito satis-
ed that there exists moro nflinity belween
ancient and modern tactics than is generally
supposed, and that the whole art of war has
mndergone in reality little change in its
general scientific or even inechanical fea-
‘tures, The substitution of one mechanical
appliance for anather Les simpliicd some of
its problems, but it has not always or neces.
sarily involved @ change in tactical formation,

z;n and of this very fact Colonel MivoLirox gives

us ono very striking examp!lo in the case of
French Revolutionary soldiers, wwhen in order
to cover theirf advance in column they: threw
clouds of skirmishers to the front—and the
distinguishing feature of the newo Prussinn
« tactics is to throw forward thie *skirmisher
swarm.” In the first case it is to make good
the want of tactical movility which could
not be maintained with undisciplined lavies
against an enemy in position and thuroughly
well drilled; in the second itis to cover the
samo column formation from the effects of
the same danger. Throvghout the whole of
thelectureitis clearly shown that thechange
| for the time being in tacticul formation was
+ to a considerable extent not due to the im-
provement in the machinery, but to other
and individual characteristics which i reality
underlie the whole question.

It would appear theu that the column
formation is the only one that can boadopted
10 the temperment of European continental
armies, and that it is a necessary consequence
of the arms tha various nations had been ac-
customed to handle for many ages. We know
the Romans fought in company columns, just
what tho Prussians now do, that they sought
to pierce by theweight of the formation which
1 order to bring the greatest number of mis
siles into action showed a front of sixteen files
{en deep ; but the Gauls and Germans used
a totally different formstion and fought in
. line as the British soldiers now do—being
once subdued by the Romans and largely
incorporated in'their legions they ceased to
. have that individual reliance on themselves
and each other which would mnke a return
to tho tactics of their ancestors possiblo—
hence to this day, notwithstanding all the
precedents and examples of modern times,
it has been found impossible to introduce
the simple line principle into Continental
armies.

Tho reces from which {he peoplo of Eng-
land sprung were not subjected to this dis
ciphne and influence, aud hence the national
formation that brings at once every man
and weapon t0 the front bas always been a
characteristic of that people since they had
a history.

Their weapons have been always differont
from that of the neighboring nalions and
are sufliciently peculiar to warrant more

]

Culonel MiboreToy states that *tho snciont!

resoarch into tho subjeot than wo ure pro-
paved to give. At tbo timme of tho Norman
conquest eight centuries ago English billimen
were renowned not only through Europo ns
tho best of Infantry, Lut were enfortained at
tho Court of tho Greck LEmperors ns the
celebrated Varang’an guards—whose fidelity
could no be corrupted and whose valor on
more than occasion sent the Moslem in
headlong and disasterous flight to wmourn
over irveparable loss and (o learn that on
the confines of * Ultima Thulo* dwolt a raco
capable of volling baclk tho tide of dMohamet
an conquest and stiiking the Crescent into
the dust.

Eftective as English billmen may have been
they were as of no nccount compared with
English bowmen. At what period in tho
history of Britain that most formidable of nll
ancient weapons—the lvny buw-became n
national arm it is impossible 1o say; it is
very likely that it had been introduced by
some of the earlier Scandanavian tribes, aml
that its use spread rapidly amongst the
people. In tho eighth century a king of
Kent was shot to deatls with nrrows by the
Danisheinvaders—and at the close of the
twelth century the English archers under
Courle- Lion spread terror and dismay
stnongst their opponents. It was notasa
nnlitary weapon alone the long bow was used,
every yeoman—which was tantamount to
every freeman—in those days was an archer;
cvery Purish had its butles every holy day,
and they were muny ; the archers nssembled
on the green, generally near the Parish
church, and competed for the prizes given
by the Lord of the Manor, Bishop, Abbot or
whatever the local potentate might be,
Those were the men that won Cressy, Poi-
tiers, Agincourt, Flodden, and an hundred
other fields that earried the name and prow
egs of the English people from th:s bogs of
Connemara 1o the rocky heigbts of Co'mbra,
and who would eventually have extended
the area of the Biitish Empire over the
greater part of Europe if tho war of the
Roses had not exhausted the strength alike
of the noble and the yeoman and involved
in common rain the feudal lord und bis gal-
Iant retainers.

Men trained to fight with such weapons
acquire a seif reliance in proportion to their
mastery of the art of wielding them, ond
moreover both required peculiar formations
which tended largely to inculeate that fecl
ing of security peculiar to those who are
confident that their kandscan keep their b ads,
‘The bill vaa used with both bands und re-
quired space to be sivung in, consequently
the liles were 100se—rear rank in open order
but covering the front file exactly—and they
were drawn up in Uiree ranks, a formation
which has been in use within tho lust fifty
years in the British armny. 1u this formatioa
billmen properly haundled were quite s
match for the cavalry or mea-at arms.

‘Tho spear, plke, or javelin was not much

| relied- on and comparatively little used by
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English infuntry who wero nlways onger to |skirmisher swarm—it may well Yo asked
bring tho issno to a hand to hand fight, and [**what's in o namo,”

hanco the readiness with which their descen
dants will charge, »

The archer was armed with a bow, of yow,
wych (hazel) or elin of his own height, a qui.

It is not neceesary in this notico to sny
one word in defonco of our national fighting
formation, it has stood. the test of ages, and
General Macoovaat, has declared that wo

ver carrying twenty four avrows, twelve moro | needed no tactieal revolution. ‘fhe conclud-

in o belt, n straight sword and a pole nbunt
eight feet long shod with pointed iron at
voth enids. Tho tactics observed wero: bow
men formed in two ranks in loose order, rear
rank files uncovered, ench man planted his
pole or s'ake firmly in the ground in front
sloping outwards at an angle of 45 degrees,
a3 u defence ngainst a chinrge of cavalry—his
left fool was advanced to the stuke his right
drawn back 8o us to give him the right half
Jace of modern drill—the lswer end of his
bow rested against tho ball of the right too,
the body slightly bent forward threw his
whole weight into the arc of the bow, and us
ho drew the string to the right ecar it can be
easily imagined that the whole dynamie forco
of tho archor was Lrought to bear in the best
anid most economic minner—so that at two
huudred or two huvdred nnd ffty yards
nothing but the best proof armour could
resist the gray goose winy und cloth yard shaf?.

In action it was usual to oppose arcliers to
cavalyy and the results of Cressy, Poitiers,
and Agincourl proves how unequal the cou-
test must have been—the number of notle
prisoneis alone, i.e., tho men who fougiit 1n
complele armour ; far eaceeding the whole
archer foice opposed to them, It was never
the practico of the English archers to shoot
vt an clevation for the effect of the discend-
ing arrow—the trujectory of flight was well
understood, and the effect sought was pro-
cisely what our modein artillerists aim at—
hard hitling by a low trajectory, The con-
sideration of all the circumstances pioves
that our peculiar tactical formation, the line
has been derived trom remoto antiguity, that
it has been forced on us in colseyuence of
the weapons peculiar to our ancestors, and
that the people of continental Earope fight
ing with spears and missiles at short runge
did not acquire that individual self relinnce
and confidence peculiar to the looser foymit
tion. We say then that there may be nnd
lias been variations in tactics but no revolu-
tions or changes, and the *‘artof war'® as
practised by Sesostris or Nebuchudnezzar
does not differ in any mleiial point from
the sameart as practised by Napoleon or Von
Moltke.

In the latter case we do not see that any
change hns been made or indeed is neces~
ary, if the smnke aund noise of & swarm of
skirmishers was necessary to enable the il
drilled Revolutionary French soldier to get
into line of battle, armed as ho was with a
very imperfect fire arm, it appears to be
equally necessary to the operations of the
Prussian company column~luuded as it has
Leen as the perfection of military discipline
and skill—that all its mancouvres should Le
hidden under the noise and smoke of the

ing paragraph of tho lecture shows decidedly
that the kuowledge of the ** i ue tactical use*
of the wenpon that hias superseded the long
bow is to be obtnined by tha samo close ap-
plication that the archers devoted to their
art—dtill, discipline, and (ufle) practice.

O¥ another pago is republished the text
of Mr., Wianp's project, copied from the
United States Army and Navy Journal for
April 11th, in which he proposes to convert
the smooth bove cast iron 15 and 10 inch
guns of the United Sintes service “into com
bined 1ifle and smooth bore guns ’’—superior
to tho Prussian system of cast steel or the
English of built up guns and alsa by n better
devised projectilo to insuro their greater
«nduranco and their power largely increased,
tespecially for near living ' —and that by his
system cast iron heavy guns can in all cases
be made of greater endurance und throwing
a heavier projectile for weight of metal in
the gun than either of the systoms in use at
Woolwich or Dessen.

The U. S. Aray and Navy Journal dealt
with those presumptions at length sonie time
ago, and we see no reason to differ from our
contemporary in the matter, The experi-
ments detailed proved nothing, the range
was hardly 200 yards, and the work domne
contemptibla in every point of view.

Our neighbors possess the hest cast iron
ordnance in the world, in fact 'l rifling
great guns was wntroduced 1t was the best
for endurance and most powerful in the
world, but the educated scientists ot the
United Siatesartillery servico never dreamt
of putting on such guns such astrain as
fror. 22 to 60 tons to the squave iuch or
subjecling them to the tiiuls the nfled sys-
tem would impose.

It would appear in this case that *¢ fools
will rush where angels fear to tread,”” and a
speculating civilian prescribe what practical
expericnce as well as scientific knowledge
condemns. Mechanienl knowledgeisall very
well as the handmaid of science and practi.
cnl experience, but it is in no way qualified
te prescribe for both., It is well known that
11,000 1bs. or about five tons to thoe square
inch is the groatest strain which can be with
sifoty placed on cast iron, and even then it

is not right to repeat the experiment ; what
chance the altered ordnance would have of
standing the strain of a charge of Tu lus. of
powder and a bad moditication of the notor-
ious Woolwich projectile to whose efforts at
centreing the destruction of the Woolich
Infunt aud of scores of other specimens ol
monster artiflery is due. la tiis cese how-
ever the recommendation of the acting chief
of otdnance is the proper course to be pur
sued, and we shall mivait tho results of future
experimeuts with curiosity.

prm—

e

Tug reconstruction of tho British Nuvy is
advancing apaco. Mr, Goscugy, tho late Chief
of tha Admiralty, gave the wosld adark hint
some time ngo of the mountain inlabor, with
which thnt depuartment was charged. Tho
London Standard in an article, which is
reprinted in another column, gives us an
iden of what is to be brought forth, and the
Inflexible will be doubtless when comploted
another Fin du guerre, It lins been urgued
throughout all this contostof Guns ve. Armour
by practical seamen that all was wanted was
cover from shell fire—the chances of solid
shot would bo tzken as ordinary risks—and
the very system now npplied to this wonder-
ful floating battery, tor such she is to b, was
pointed out by Cuptain SgLwys over two
years ago.

What is held to be the great feature of the
Inflexible is the distribution of armour—~thero
is to be &welve inch plutes outside a spuco of
eight fvet of solid wood and iron and un
inner skin of {firelve inch plate., ‘The object
sought to be attained by all this is to prevent
shells penelrating the interior of the hull
and thus affording the cover sought.

The strongest arrangement of all is the
loading of the guns ou the outside of the
vessel (we presume somewhere within this
eight feet space), and wo do not think it will
be an eminent success. Altogether the
Inflexible will exhibit some very striking
anomalies, and is an instance of the end of
that contest between guns and armour which
has existed since gunpowder became n me-
chanical agent in warfare.

REVIEWS,

W& have received the first numberof Quip,
It is artisticly got up after the style of the
London Punch, The illustrations are good,
but we regret to say the literary articles are
not quite up to the mark, but no doubt in
this respect it will improve as it gets fairly
under head-way., We wish 1t every success,
Price of Quip $1.25 per year, exclusive of
postage; single copy five cents. Address,
« Editor Quip, St. John, N, B.”

Wood's Household Magazine for May is s
very good number indeed. The articles ara
all well written, and the selections good,
T'here is a real go-ahead: tact displayed'in its
management that we like, which entitles it
to a front rank amongstits compeers. The
number before us contains among other art.
icles a paper entitled *¢ Poor Jack,"” by F. W.
Holland, in the interest of seamen; % The
Chuild in the Church,” by Mary Hartwell;
¢ Kin and Kad," by H V. Qsborne; ** Dumb
Day.” by Cnroline B, Lelow, and some good
poetry. There are several illustrated articles,
the New York Fushions, Architectural De-
signe, &¢. The illustration on Decorilion
Day is just the thing. Price of Magzine onae
dollar per year. Address, ¢ Wood's House-
hold¥ Magazine, Newburgh, N, Y."
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DUMINION OF CANADA,

MULITIA GENERAL ORDERS.

UEAD QUARTERS,
Ottawa, 82t% Muay, 1374,

Gexerat, Oaorrs (11),

No. 1.
ACTIVE MILITIA,

PROVINCE OF ONTARIO,

Hamiltoa Field Battery of Artillery.

let Lieutenant William Downr, G. S, is
horeby permitted to retir~ reluining
rank.

Ottawa Brigade of Garrison Arlillery.
No. 2 Baltery Ollawa. '

1o be 2nd Licutenant, provisionally :
Alexan:ler John Russell, Gentleman, vice
£, M. Cotton, resigned.

i,

Sarnia Buatlery of Garrison Artillery.

To be 13t Licutenant:
Sargeant-Mjrr Cliarles J. Etlis, GG, S.,vice
Adams promoted,

‘To be 2ud Tieutenant, provisionally :

o Sergeant Edwin Adams, vice William Mc
Whinnry, whose resignation is hereby
accepted.

————

2:d Battalion “ Queen’s Own Rifles," Tor:
onlo.

To be Lieutenants;
Eusign Edward Augustus Nh, 3.3 vice
Holwe'l, promoted.
Easign Snelling Roper Crickmare, M. S,
vico FFcster, promoiud.
Eansign Samuel Blger Pottigrew, M. .,
vice Beaumont, promoted.
To be Ensign, provisionally :
Sergoant Robort flober Bowes, vice Alex
ander 3. Munro, left limits.

—e

5¢h ¢ Flgin® Batlalion of Infuntry.
No. 1 Company, St Thomais.

To be Captain :

Josiah Corlis, Esjuire, M.S,, vice Jumas

MoQuoen Wardell, left Yimits,
To bo Lieutenant, provisionally :

Edward Hughes, Gentlemin, vice Wum.
1. Moore, whose resignation-is hereby
uccepted. ’

Lo be Engign, provisionally:

Alexander Erie McKay, Gentleman,?ice'

Daniel Darrach, whose r. ignation s
hereby accepled,

40 & Northtmberland® Ballalim of Inf «
Janlry,
No. & Company Cold Springs.
To bo Ensign:
Feancis Sweetlmd  Gifford, Gentleman,
M. 8., vico Walter C. Bourn, whoso ro-
signation is hereby accepted,

s

CoxriryatTioN or Rask.

Eustgn Johny Shaw, M, S,, No 6 Company,
20th Battalioss, from 10th April, 1874,

Gnsign Alexander Beortinm, M. S, No, ]
Compuny, 77th Battalion, from 29th April,
1874,

Ensign An.dvew Storey Bachus, M. S., No.
4 Company, 25th Battalin, from 20th Apeil,
1874

PROVINCE OI* QUEBEC.
Quebee Squadron of Cavalry.
Nou.3 Troop.

The reaigaation of Cornet Williun Kont
is hereby aceepted.

Tt ¢ Shefford " Battalion of Infuntry. or
¢ Ilighlanders.”

Na. 8 Conpany, Walerloo.

To be Ensign, provisionally :
James Avlis, G ntleman, vice Josoph Le-
grig, left limits,
The resignation of Captiin John F, Leon~
ard is hereby acecopted.

CoXFIRMATION OF RANK.

Captaio and Brovet Major John Slous, G S,,
Gaspé Battery of Garrison Actitlery, as Cup-
tain of Artillery, from 6th May, 1874,

Ensign Wilitam John Kenny, M. S, 6:h
Battalion, from 4th April, 1874,

PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK

Woodslock Field Battery.

No. 3 Battery (-Voodstock) of the Naw
Biunswiclk Brigade of Gunison Artillery is
detached from tho Brigado and is hoveby
changed to a Field Battery, to be known us
the ** Woodstock Field Battery.”

To be Captain :
ist Lioutenint William DPierco Doanell,
G. V.. .
To be Ist idcutenants:

2ud Licutenant William O 1ber Raymond,
M. S

Sergeant Herbert Dibblee (provisionally.)
To be 2nd Lieutenant, provisionally :

Johu Thomas Kearney, Gentleman,

3rd ** Northumberland, N, B" Ballalion of
Infantry, :

No. § Company, Bay du Via,

o bo Lioutsnnnt, provisionally :

Sergeant Thomas Jecorgo MoKy, vino
Dounald S. Ullook, whose resignation is
horeby accopted.

To be Ensign provisionally :

Privata James Cameron, vico Josuph B,
Williston, whose resignation is heroby
accet:ted.

L T VY

PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA.

—

63rd * Iulifax"” l{allah’on of Rifles.

The resignation of Assistant Surgeon Wil
liam Young Fullerton, is bereby accopted.

CoNFruMATION OF RANK,

Ensign Arthur Francklsn Salter, M. S,
66th Battalion, from Ist April 1874,

i —

CERTIFICATES,

—

Scnoors or GONNERY.

No, 2.

Cortificates received from Commandants
of Schools of Gunnery.

PROVINCE OF ONTARIO.

finst Crass “Suort Counse” CRRTIFIOATES,

Regimental Divisions, Names,

Kingslon, City of ~Sergeant John Thorn,
WinnipegField Bat-

. tery.

~Gunner John Harris
St, Catharines Gar-
rison Battery.

—Bombardier E. Ellis,
Wellington  Field
Battery.

Lincoln;
Wellington,

e

Stcoxp Crass  Suant Counse™ CerTIFICATES.

Regimental Divisions, Nanes,

Kingston, City of —Acting Bombardier
W. Exener, Xings.
ton Field Buttery,

—Gunner W, Percey,
Ottawa  Field &Bat-
tery.

—Bombardier J. E., Rea:
valy, Welland Field
Battery.

~Corporal 1I. Thatcher,
Wellington  Field
Buttery,

Ottawa, City of
Welland,

Wellington,

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC,

Finst Crass ¢ Suonrt Counse” CERTIFIOATES,

Regimental Divisions, Nums:s.
Gaspé, - Captlais and  Brevet
* Major John Slous,
Gasp? 1attery Gar
rison A.ti'llery.
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SucoND CLass “Siont Counsr’ CERTIFIOATKS,

Regimental Divisions.,
Gaspé,

Names-

—S8ergt:JohnBecharvais,
Gaspé Grerigon Av-
titlery.

—Sorgeant Alfred Car
ter, Gaspé Qurrison
Artillery.

—Acting Sergoant Wi,
Patterson, Gaspé
Garrison Rrtillery.

—Bombadier  Michuel
Juo, Xiilk, Quebeo

- Garrison Artillery,
do —Diiver Audrew Scotl,
Quebec GarrisonAr-
tillery,

—Gunner George A.
Gardiner, Quebec
Garrison Artillory.

—SergeantWilliam Kay,
Shefford Lield But-

do

do

Quabeg, City of

do
Shefford,

tery.

—Bombadier IraErskine
Shefford Field Bat-
tery,

do —Corporal Ozora Filton,

. Shefford Ficld Bat-

. tery.
do —Corp'l AllenG.Ingalls,

. Sheftord Field Bat-
tery.

—Corp’l Ulric A. Neil,
Shefford Mield Bat-
tery.

—Bombadier Geo.Senle,
Shefford Field Bat

. tery.

—Corp'l Job WV, [aylor,
Shefford Fiold Bat:
tery.

—Corp'l Albert M. Wol-
ley, Sheftord [ield
Battery.

do

do

do

do

do

fonoo1ns or MiniTary InsTRUOTION,

Certificates received from Commundants
of Schools of Military Instruction,

PROVINCE OF ONTARIO.

Firs? Crass CLRTIFICATES.

Regtmental Divisions. Numes,

Cornwall, —Licutenant W. Dou-
glas C. Adwums, 59th
Battalion.

Kingston, City of --Frs. Joseph O'Connor,
Gentleman,

Toronto, E.R. —Sergesat JamesBrady,

2nd Queon's Own
Rifles.

Skooxp Crass CERTIFICATES.

Regimenlal Divisions,
Addington, *
Elgin, W.R.

Names.

- Wm.D'.wis, Gent'man,
— AndrewStoreyBackus,
25th Battalion,

Frontenao,
do

do

do
l1alton,
Kingston, City of
do
do
do
do
do
do

do

do

do

do
do

do

Lennox,

Middlesex, W. R.

Peel,

Prince Edward.

Simcoe, W R.

Toroulo, C. R.

do E. R.
do C.R.
do W.R
do C.R.
do OC.R.

Wellund,
Wentworth,N. R.

York, W. R.
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ZChules W. . Glonn, " PROVINCE OF QUEBEC,
Gentloman, —_—
~Qsear Telgman, Gon* Funst CLics CRRTIFIOATHS.
tleman. Regimental Divisions. Names,
—Pq::.’(:‘:‘(,urhs, Gentle} portier, —Sergoant) Joun  N.
—John Cuesnut, Gen* Emond,  Borihier
j Independent Come
tloman; pany
—Ensign John  Shaw, W i
*20th B ittalion. Complon, ~—Corporal Froderick Q.

—George Bélanger, GGen*

tleman,

—~James Dumphy, Gen*
tlemnn,

~Juohu McCune, Gon®
tleman.

—Jast Joseph()'Connor,
Gent'emen.

—Villiam ©C. Sinds,
Gentlemen,

--J, H.Sutherland, Qen.
tleman.

—Richard  Newlands,
Gentleman.

—John DPidgeon, Gen*
tleman,

—Jas, Jahn Whitehead,
Gentleman.

—James Bibby, Gentle
man,

—\illiamDearnaly,Gen
tleman,

Bernard Lenaban, Gen®
tleman.

~Wm. Sherlock, Gen*
tleman,’

—Wm. Sinclair, Gen*
tleman,

~Corp'lJamesBuchanan
26th Battalimn
—TrooperaAlfved Wright,
Governor General's
Body Guards.
~Capt. Alva Vandusen,
16th Dattalion,
—Walter G. R, Ayerst,
Gentleman.
~~JohnLyons,Gent!’'man
—-Sargt. Mnjor John B.
. Muloney,21Queeu’s
Own Rilles.
—Frederick 1.
Gentleman.
—Frederick W.Webber,
Gentloman,
~Private Charles W,
Pickering,2dQueens
Own Rifles.
—E lwin T. Woods, Gen®
tleman,
~ Lusign MorrisJ Beam,
4 4th Battalion.
—Ensign A-xander Ber+
traty, 77th Bate,
—Private Chus. ‘I.Duke,
2ud Queen's Own
Rifles,

Fatt,

Stacoy, 58th Batta.

lion.
Montroal East, —Henri  Lamoureux,
Gentlemnn,
do -~ \Wm. M. Androws,
Gentlemou,
do —Wu. . A. Grogen,

Quabec Centre,  —John Boyd Androws.

Gentleman.
do ~—James Cliff)rd, Gen-
tloman.

Srooxp Crass CRRTIFIOATES.
Regimental Divisions. Names.
Argentouil, —Francis Daviy, Gen®

tleman.
Berthier, ~Euclide Coutu, Uene
tleman,
do, ~D'Angevillo Dostaler
Gentleman, oiyy
Hochelaga, ~Fiédéric Belllefeuille,
Gentlemnn,
Dorclester, —Evangélisto Riclard,
Gentlamnn,
Montreal Eust, —Narcissa Piché, Gen*
tleman.
do —Chas, W. Robinson,
. Genlleman.

do — Horace Bergoron,
Gantleman,

do ~Avila [1ébert, Gentle*
man.

do ~—Eusabe Lapierre, Gen:
tleman, .

do —Joseph E. Télroault,
Gentletan-

Montreal West.  —Ensign W, J.Keuny

6th Battalion,

do —Peter Kennedy, Qent

tleman. .
do - Win. I, A, Grogw,
Gentleman,

do —CiéophsPageau,Get,*

tlem .,

do --0scar A. Walier, Gene

tlaman,
Portueuf. —Alfred Paquotte, Gen*
tleman. ’

Quebec West,
Quebec East,

—PicerieDéry,Gent’min
~John A, Fages, Gen

tleman,

St Maurice, —Dionis L, Dé3 winivrs,
Geatleman.

Rouville, ~—Joseph N. Allard Gen®
tleman,

Stanstoad, ~ Goorge W. Cook,

« Gentlaman.
. =—-Nupoleon P:éfontaine,
Gentleman,
(For Continuatian see Puye 252.)

Verchiéres,
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MY LOVED ;)N > ON UL SEA.

The storm hig ranglug loud to-nlght,
And darker grows the sky ;
Atd Hko a glant in his milaht,
The witd Mureh whinds kweep by,
My heart trwlth the wond, the brave,
Who rldo the bitlows frees
Woth ono whose home Is ocean's wave,
¢ My loyed oneon the sea.

Z Would I could bid the tempest cease,

That hiith the skv o'ereasts

And s00tho to gentleness amd peaco
‘The witd and stormye blast,

Iow cun I Loar It strongth (o marle,
That death to hlm may o=

A wanderer ina fragile bark,;
My loved one on the sca.

Wo were a happy housobiold band,
In childhood's sunny iours
Our prithway Hone'’s awa rosy hand
Strewed with the falrest flowers,
Bt now u changge tath o%er ns pissed ¢
The grave htdes 1wo from me,
And far away his lotls cast—
iy loved one on the sea.

Oh!is It strange that 1 shoutd weep
‘To hear the tempest rise,

And know that o'cer an angey deep
HJs rayless pathway jjes ?

O, Gk my evex with tearsare dim,
‘I'o Thee 1 comne, to'Thee;

Hear Thou my carpest prayer for him,
My loved one on the sea,

Through overy danger safely gullde,
The wilch care round lsm thrown
Grans.ihat his bark anseathed may rhio
Higho'er where wreeks are strewn.
ut ol IS there his own mauast lie,
If thare his grave must be—
Grant I may mect again on high
My loved one 0 the sca.

LECTURE.

(Rornl United Service Institution.)
Thuesday Evening, February 27th, 1873,
JMujor General Wiiian Narzw, D.rector of

hIililun:Educ:lion, in the Cluir.

CHANGES OF TACTICS QONSHQUENT ON THI IM-
PROVEMENT OF WEAP.NS AND OTUHER
CIRCUMSTANCES.

By Lieutenant Colonel F. Miwotrray, Sup-
erintendent of Garrison [ostruction
Aldershot.

GENBRAL NAPIER AXD GENTLEMEN. ~ My sub.
Jeet tonight is *¢ Chanyes of Tuctic conse
quent on the iipprovement of weapous, and
other circunistances.” Phisisas you dl kuow,
an extensive subject, my reinuks theretore
must naturally be ofa sketehy natureoning
10 the shoilness of the time at our disposal.
As the mast import-nt armof the seivice,
a0 us perhsps the mos sunable one for my
present auwdience, 1 shall contins myselt
alost wholly 10 the inlantry 1 what | am
going tosay.

Culling m aniry the most itngortaut arm,
may sound hike nalituy heresy to some,
especially since our artillery hias brought it-
selt »0 much to the front Iately. but thae
a0 be litte -foubt iv the minds of moast men
that now more than ever, wlhniry is the det
cisive arm by which «ll battfes are won or
lost.

Aond pow belore praceeding further, let
us emdeavour to understand what is meant
by *stactics. 7 It has bieen s4id that » thar
oughly comprehensive aund clear definition
of thé term has never yot been given, as it
is closely allicdd with other parts of military
urt,  One simple definition is often given of
it, which 15 this, ** tactics is the art of mov-
ing Lirge bhorhies of troops in presence of au
enemy.” This definition though a fair one,
it hardly detinite cnough for the nuhiary
grurdent. Troops nught be moved to a great
extent in presence of an encmy, withouta
knowledgoof tactics at all.  Ag:un, being io

presence of an cunemy, does not always ln a
nilitary point of view, mean that he is star
nz you steaight to thoe fuce.  Movemeuts of
troops might be mado actually but of sight
of un enemy on purely tacticil grounds, in
fact 1t way be some times diflicult to define
the exact lme belween tactics und
strategy,

If we refer to the origin of tho word
“tactics,'' we find that it is desived from the
Greek worle * taxis,”” mewing, ** an order
of the battle, and [ thnk the following
expresses what 18 genordly undeistood
us * tuctics,” viz.: * tho art of moving
large bodies of waops on ficld of buttleby
such combinations of manceuvres, as shati
give you the greatest advantage over your
enemy.”

The earliest system of fighting-tac..~s, of
which we bave any reliable information, 13
that of the ancient Greeks. They, o' course,
used only two kinds of suldiers.infantry and
cavalry,  The latter were not considered of
much importance. Their priacipal infantry
arried usually tvo weapons, viz., aswond
and long spear, 21 0 24 feel in length, and
they fought 1 large,decp, 2nd conscquently
unwieldy m sses,the formation being kaown
as the Philanx, which agaiust unorganized
musses of men, such as the Persian Lkoides,
was mesistihl  owing to its mowentum.

Thoe Ilomuns are the next warrior nation
of whom we know anything reliable.  “They
at first, according o Niehubr, usid the
Phalunx-formation.but they son gave it up
and adopted tue legionary formauon,  Au:d
here we find an instance of an alteration ot
tactics and organization, and aims together,
with a view of obbiiuing greater rapidity of
movement,  The pitum, or heavy spear, was
seduced to seven feet, and ueary atl the
mfanny was supphed with throwing jive-
Ins which would hive been useless in the
Phlanx,

‘The Romnns fought in threo lines.  The
tirst two hiwes armed with tvo light j velns,
a pilum, and the straaght Roman sw.rd. Toe
third line wis formed of picked veterans
armed with o pike and sword.  Fnese lines
were leosely formed mmong themselves, at
leant n yard hetween each man, and consists
a1 of s0 many muaples or companies with u
maniple distnee between each, The second
tine was fmtned 80 1s to cover e wntervals
of the first «nd third line, sometisies corver
ing the mtervals of the second hue aud
sometimies contmuously,  Then mode ol
tlack wa- tars,  Uhie enewmy haviag been
ticked by their ight woops, Losmen and
shingers, the first e closed on the enemy,
and it dud not succeed in forcing them,

‘§ 1¢ second hne advanced 1 the inwersals,

o the thind bue oniy came up iu case o
necessity.  Like our madern system of skir
mishers, ntlackmng paities, supporl, and
veservos 3 but the hines were compnsed of
mamldes or companies ol about 16 tite, 1V
deep, there besng no sutiliery I the wWay
theu,

In the early Roman wars.eavalry seems to
liave Leen, as witn the Greeks, of winor im
pottance, but their wars with the Carthngin
inns goun taught them b ektlally haad
led, they coufd be wsed with terrible
effect.

After the fall of the Rom m Empire, nuli
tary, as faras t.clics nre concmned, scems
to lwve, if npything retrograded.  Cavalry,
or, a8 they were called i the days of cluval-
ty, knights and men at arms, becane of the
most anporiance, though geod infaniry was
not to bedespized ovenm thos2 days. Witness
the stout Eaghsh-bonman who was alle «iz
fuir range, to sead lus cloth yard shaft clean
turough any -but thoe best proof wrmour, 1he

Spanish infantry also of the middle ages
wore no despicable onemy even to tho ar.
moured knights. Then oceasionally mount-
cd howmen wero used, but they were crosse
bowmeu. .

In the fourteenth century gunpowder was
firat introduced into Europo ; that ¢ villan~
ous' compound that was destined to work
such chianges in the art of war. 1t would
appear that it was the first used for cannon,
which wero of very rude construction and
ifli -ult to move, and wers used to batter
down gatesuand walls in place of the old bat-
tering 1anp It is said that the English used -
cinnon at Ciessy, 1n 1346, at any rate, pow-
der was made 10 Eagland in that year,  Isis
even averred by some wrters, that cannon
were used ip 1327, Ly the English in Sct .~
land.

Tho hand gun was not invented until the
beginning of the fifteenth, centary, and at
tirst was » very rude weapon und of Li(tle use
or efl' ct, the bowman being by far the
mnost cffective. The hand gun was fired by
means of & slow match beld in the hand.
Already (though not on account of the in-
troduction of fire-ar:ns) the great estimation
m which civalry bad been held was begin-
niing to be shaken; the knights and men at
arms having sometimes to dismount and
j ight on foot to saye their horses; and g
1 groat biow was sruck at their prestige by an
1 action tought at Morat in 1476, when the
1 Swis deleated the flower of the Burgundian
caivalry with tremendous loss.  Abont this
time, bands of mercenaries formed theme
selves under gartizan leaders of note, and
by udopting a sort of rude organization and
tactics, became s3> suparior to troops light-
iny without any, that their presence on one
swde was often sutlicient to tura tho dy.

At this time # very small part of the in-
fantey are yet armed with the band guaa ;
but an iipprovement was maude 1 it about
M0 by giving it a match lock, similar to
that used by Asiatics 10 this day ; and soon
mure of the infantry were arined with the
hand gun, which in its fiew form was called
a * harquebus” At the end ol this
century a general appeared, wlhc has not,
thnude, had the credit ho deserves, in the
tiustory of the iise of military art. I mean
Maurice of Nssau, who commanded the
Duteh aray of Protestants in the wars be-
tweent them and the Spamads,  [le it was
who first atroduced caps of instruction,
He uout only armed haif of his infantry with
tire ins, LUt he guve them also to his
heawvy cavalry.  Heis also said to havo had
} the harquebus mado with a butt end to place
1 agunst the chiest. He stitl kept his infantry
Van ten ranky, bhut the artillery of that time
was minust anmovable, and therefore could
do httle danage to them. e also firscex-
empntied the use of lactical points, by using
waods aad villages as de cusive posts, e,
buwever, made no attempt 1o movo his
troops with greater rapudity.

Doring the 16:h century, fire-arms gra-
dua:dy cae more and more into uso as the
weapon becime more and more porfect. Ths
harquebus received an improvementmlsly,
vy the substitution of the wheol lock for the
match-lock.

Tue pistol was also invented about this
time, and soon becnae & cavalry weapon.

Another improvenment on the wheeldock
was mede towards the end of this century,
called the snap-haunce, which was a near
approach to the wore modera flint luck.

‘These improved fire-arms seem 10 hare
been at first given ounly to tho cavalry, the
wefantry snull Keeping the match-lock.

At thus timo a part of the infantry wen
still armed with the pike to keop off e
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cavalry, the fire-nim having no bayonet.
Even at thns tima there wero to be found
stout old soldiers who poo poohed the useof
firerarms, and prophesicd their being soon
given up; snme objected to it on the
ground of its being.a cowardly weapon!
What would they say of the present tice arin
which kills ;uen out of sight? '

One remsrkable consequence of thein-
troduction of the file:arm tho graduul re-
duction of armour, until it disappeared alto
gether.

Of course, as the number “of infuntry
armed with the firesarm increased, so dul
the depth of tho formation decrease.

Ve have now arrived at the 17th century,
in the early part of which, Gustavus Adal-
phus, King of Sseden, appears in the mili-
tary horizon as a reformer  The greatest
improvemonts he seems to have made were
those equipment, and to a eertain extent, of
organization. o increased tho effeciive
power of iufantry in a great degree by in-
venting cartridges and pouches. Up to thut
timo tho musketeer had either carried his
poseder 1 bandoliers (sl wooden cases,
each holding a charge) or in a flask, having
another aud a smaller flask contaimng
prining powder, and bis bullets ina pouch.
The invention of cartridges enabled the sol-
dier to fire at least three sh.0ts for eyery one
ho could before. Doubtless somme of the
wigeacres of that period shook their heads
at this innovation, and prophesied (as was
done not long ago, swhen tho breech-loader
was introduced) that it would cause wild
firing and waste of ammunition ! Gustavus
Adolphus also invented a light gun—a 4
pounder—mado of cylinders of copper or
some other metal, strength:ened by bands.
These guns were, 1 believe, drawn by men.
He used them first at the battle of Luizen,
where he beat tho Austrians, who used a
heavy formation, hke the Phalaux. Gusta
vus himself using the old Romau metho.d of
the second line tilling up the intervals left
in the first line.

Gustavus also scoms to bave been the first
General,who ever thought of attacking in
winter, or securing his communications. As
far as actual tactics go, he did not make any
groat alteration, but scems Lo bavo used tho
ideas of Maurice of Nassau in a great mea
sure, e made one improvement m the
organization of bis army wihich added great-
Iy 10 its mobility.  Ile divided 1t nto i
gades ¢ two regiments each, inall 2,016
men. These wero ranged six ranks deep.
They fought in linea, within mterval be:
tween each, equal o their frout.

Thoe musketeers were now nearly three:
fourths of the infuntry,anl every oncofthem
uscd 2 vost : an improvenment wis made in
this rest by enclosing u thia rapier Llade,
called a Swedish feather in the shalt, wuich
flow out, on touching a spring. This
was used us a defence agsinst civairy.

In the early part of this (171th) century a
species of soldier was introduced, wno dil
Bood servico ut tirst—1 mean the Deagoons.
Dragoons were first used by Mansfeld at the
comm+~ncement of tho Thirty Years' War,
when they did really good service, as' long
as they preserved their original churacter
—viz, mounted infantry. Lhey wero in-
tended to gallop forwaid, dismount, and

leaving their horses in charge of a
few  of their number, act s infan-
frr. But this genius of soldier did
not succeed in the long run. It

was found that their colonels preferred
todrill-them and treat them as cavalry; and
when they did dismount to skictmish they
showed 4 marvellous inclination to fall back
sod got to their horses again. In fact thoy

- T e T T o

were exponsivo and bad infntry, and chenp
and bad cavalry. They geadually fell into
disuse, anid became swhat they wanted to be,
cavalry. ‘I'hey are said to have derived their
name from the fire arm they used, called
a dragon—: short weap mof Livge bore with
adragon’s head at the muzzle,

In 1635 the flint-lack was invenled, and
werd in Bngland in 1677, This of course
wits us great an i.nprovanent on tho sutp-
haunce as it had been on the myitch-lock,

Another great Umproveument was thein-
traduction of the btayonet,  The Swedish
fasther and rest had been discarded about
1660 in England, and the julautry soldier
was provided with a dagger, chick he stuck
into the muzzle of his gun. Uf course,though
this converte d tho gun into a sort of pike,
the objection was thit it had to be screwad
into the berrel and the man coukd not tive
again until it was removad ; moreaver it
1ok sHnetimie o getitin nd out Tuisbd to
rings being fastened on the socket of the
bayonet, which was then pat over the muz-
2ie.  In one of the Fiwn leis cumpaigns, our
25th reginent, whose bayoansts screwed 1,
were, greatly to their astonishment and dis
comfort, tired into by a French regimentad-
vancing to the chargs with fixed bayonets,
they having them fixed on with 1ings.

The sncket-bayonet was afterwards adop-
ted, and wes 1n general uso m 1703,

I happen to have a cnpy of the daily
orders issued by the Duke of Cumberland
Jjust before the battle of Culloden, and one
of them give 2 curious account of the tactics
of tho ilighlanders, and, in the directions
for opposing them ng mention is made of
the b.yonet. The order s quunt and in bad
Englisl, and ruus thus:— .

¢ Edinburgh, 12 Jan., 1746. Sunday.—Th

mnner of the Highlander way of lightng,
which tero is nothing s0 easy to resistaf
ollicers and men are unt prepossessed by
the les and accounts which are told of them.
They comuonly form their frout rank of
what they call their best men, or true Iigh
landers, the number _of which being always
but few when they jsin in battaiions ; they
commonly form teur deep, and these thigh
ianders lorm the front of the four, the rest
being Lowlantlers andd wrrant scumn : when
these buttiions come within a lirge musker
shot, or threesscoro yards, the {ront raulk
gires thar fire, and immediately throw
down their firelocks, and coma down in a
cluster with their swonts and targets, mak-
ing a noise and endeavouring to pierce the
body or battalion before them, hecoming
twwelve or fourteen deep by the time they
como up to the people they attack.  The
sure way to demolish them is «t three deep,
to firc by ranks diagmuily to the ceutre
when they come, the rear rank first, and
oven thit rank not tolite tlltiey are within
ten or twelve pacess butif the fire is given
at a distance you will probably be bioke,fur
¥yOu never gat tithn 10 luad another cartridge
and if you give way you mnay 2wve your {oot
for dead, fur they beity without a lirelock
or any load, no man with his arms and ac*
coutrements, &¢., can es2apo them,and they
aive no quarters; but if you will hut ohserve
the above directiong, they are the nwst dot
spicable enciny thw are.”

(To bo contnueil.)

London My 19, —Tue Czac went to Alder
shot this worming.  Lpe dsual crowls g
thered in tho streets tosee i, le returns
1o London this ulternvon. A state ball will
be given in his honer at Buckinghaw Palace
tonigh,

-

Dusreiate Vanor oF THE ASHANTEES.—A
correspondent writes from the field: “The
Ashantees fought likedomons,  They were
present in enormous numbers, piuring in
on our gallant troops by thouswnds, yelling
and screuming hudeously.,  Although our
fire told on them immensely, they had to be
diiven (rom point to point, and even when
pashed out of the succassive villages, re
turned to the att.ck. In the thickest parts
of the brush they dimbed the trees n onder
to fire mre effecturlly upan our troops. fho
opder of advancs from Insarful was as fol-
lows s The nttack was inwde in the form of o
square, through the wid-tleof which ran the
min roud, anl the line extended nbout 300
yards on eitaer sile,  The 42n0d regiment,
preceded by Iord Gifford and his scouts,
formed the front hnewith twoof Ralt's guns
in the centre, Gordon’s lloussas in adense
cotner of jungla, It really seemed as_if
nothing but the failure of their ammunition
would drive tllem out.  Njw ut one point,
now another, along the hill crest they pour-
ed down cruching valleys. Life they counted
at 1o prico if only a white man could be
kalled It was the samo desperate obstinacy
weo had seen at Abrakeampr. They climbed
trees (o fire with more deadly effoct,but tho
mass just lay down and shot till shot them*
selves or short of ammunition.  Sie Archie
bald Alison, Brgwlier of the white troops,
declared he never came under a fiercer liro
in Indiz or-the Crimea.”

‘Tue Imsn.—In his mamoirs of the great
Indian mutiny, Sic lope Grant tells the
following capital story of an Irish regiment,
the 53rd.  *Tiis reigiment,’ says Sic Hope
Grant, ‘principally comnosel of Inshmen,
were o fino looking set of feliows, and equnl-
ly good handsat lighting. Theirdiscipline,
however,tvas not by any means perfect,and it
was difficult to keep them well in hand. They
had Seen lying under a bank of aroad which
afforded inadequate protection, and had in
¢ nsequences lost & good mrny men:  All of
a sudden, without & word froin any of their
ofticers, they rushed forward, and utterly
heedlose of all elforts to stop thom, mude
their wevaata the toll house, in a few min
utes cosaringg out the enemy. Tho Com-
mder in Catel was terribly annoyed, und
ridizng up to the regiment pitched into it
weil o gad theso wild lrshinen wero incor-
rigihla; whenever ho began to speak, alod
of them exctaim-d as loul as they coull:
‘ Three cheers for the Conmnder in-Chiof,
hoys " and at last ho himself was obligad to
go wway laughing.

The ArRavsas Qoestioy —A Little Roack
spectal s1ys 326 of Brooks' lett yastarday,
(May 19 anl acompany of Baxter's men
left. Brooks continues dotiant under receipt
of despatches from Dorsey anitClayton, at
Washiugton, to the effect that Beqoks will
be sustaned by Congress.

Roucuester, N.X., May 19.—~Tho Farmers
and Mechanics' Bank of this city closed 1ts
doars this morning.  Tho fiilure of o hoavy
dry g0ads house a few dayssiuco issapposed
t3 be thie immediate cause of the fatture.

15 Francisco, Miay 19.—A despatch from
Sin Francisco says thet Jehu Overend, wifo
and four children wose {ound murdered n
their housg,.  ‘There is no clue as (o the
murderers:
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(Continued from page 219.)

PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK,

Reyimental Divisions,

SkcoNp Crass CERTIFIGATES,

Albert,

Carloton,

do

do

‘Charlolte,

do

Kings,

York,
do

do
do

do
do
do
do

do
do

do

Nanies.
—John A. McPlicrson,
Geuntleman.
—Charles\Vhiteficld, Es
tabrooks, Gentle'an
—Geo. A. Estabrooks,
Gentleman.
—Lothrop  Hammond
Jones, Gentleman.
—Thomas C. Jack, Gen
tleman,
—Daniel W. Uanson,
Gentleman,
—~S8amuel F.
Gentieman.
—Wm.Heary Ellsworth,
Gentleman
—JoseplrJohaston,Gen-
tleman,
—Wm. Carman, Gentl'n
—Hugh SregoryHilland,
Gentleman,
—Geo. Clarence Need-
ham, Gentleman,
—\Wn. lenry Aguoew,
Genlleman.
—Chas. Elbridge Esty,
Gentleman.
— Chas. Long Richards,
Gentleman.
—John Kay, Gentieman.
—Lemuel Allen W. Tib
bits, Gentleman.
—V.n.Anderson Baroes,
Gentleman.

Wilson,

TROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA.

Renitmental Dicvisions.
Cumberland,

Halifax City,

Srcoxp Crass CERTIFICATES

do

do

do

do

do

do

Names.
—Private Chas.R.Smith,
Camberland Provis-
ional Battalion.
—Captati Thomas Mow-
bray, Halifax Garri-
son Artillery.
—Csptain W. R. Stowo
Wair.wright,Helifax
Garrison Artillery.
— CaptainDarid McPher
son,mdBrig.ilalifax
Garrison Artillery.
—Captain John D. Mac-
intosh, 63rd Ratt’n,
— CaptainThes. J.Walsh,
63rd Bsttalion.
—Ensign Arthur Franck.
Iyn Satter, 66th Bat
talion.
— Battery-Sergeant-Major
Wm. C. Kuight, Ist

alifaxBiigadeGar-

rison Arlillery.
—Sergeant-Mzjor John

McCrow, Hazlifax

Garrison Artillery.

Halifax City. —Sergennt  Edwin A,
Lockhart, 66.h Bat-
talton.
do —Sergeant  Dauiol S,
Stewart,2ad Halifax
Brigade GarrisonAr
tillery,
do --Corporal Henry Ritch: |
ie, 63rd Battalion,
do ~-Gunner John A. Bork,
Dalifax Garrison Ar-
tillery:
do —DPrivata Thomas Halli-
well, 63rd Battalion.
—DPrivate Richard Dart,
66th Battalion,
By Command of s Excellency the
Governor General.
WALKER POWELL, Lieut. Col.
Acting Adjt. General of Militia.
Canada.

Hlifax County,

————

WIARD'S PRUJECT.

Sujoined is the full text of the letter from
the Norman Wiard, which the Secretary of
\War transmitted to the House of Represen-
tauves, for the information of the commit-
tee on Appropriations :

Wasnixetoy, D.C., February 16, 1874.
Iom. W. W Belknap, Secrctary of War.

sie: The late experiments conducted by
me have demonstrated, as { believe that, 15
inch smooth bore guns,and probably i0 inch
smooth bore guns, such as are mounted op
tio fortifications. may be greatly increased
in power and endurunce, especially for near
firing, by rifling them on the new system
invented aud owncd by ‘mysel!, thus con
verting them into ** combined 1ifle and
smooth-bore guns,”’ and by the use of the
improved projectiles I have devised.

The oxperiments [ have referred to also
sliow, 1f taken in connecuion with what lias
been previously weil krown relating to bhal
listic propertics of guns due to their weight
or tho relativg weizht of the gun and the
projectile, that new but heavier guns, pro-
portioned to their ealibre, can be made of
cast~iton, and, if riflsd on the new plan,
much excel in poswer, endurance, ringe.and
precision the expenyive guns produced in
Prussis of steel, or * tuilt up™ and steel
tined™ guns manufactured in England.

I desire to_cnter into cantract with your
Departinent for a series ol experiments with
cach Kind and calibre of guns referred to,
with a view 1o establishing that the two
Iargest calibres of smonth-boro guns in the
pusscssion of the Wi Deputmient mny be
unproved Lo the extent nud i tue manner
stated, and 10 cast and subant o proof one
or moro cast iron guns of 12inch ealibre,
with a weight of not lres than 70,000
pounds each, and one or more castiren
guns ol n ealibire of 10 inches, 1o weigh not !
less than 3 LU0 pounds

Iwill umlertake to fumish the two trial
guus, or more than two if a satisfactory gun
shoull not bie produce:l at the tirst effort, of
the above deacription ; tu nflo one or more
10 inch guns,of thosn on hand in the posses
sion of the War Deparlment before relerred
to, furnish necesary projeclilos and appliances

for transpoiting, mounting,and firing all tho
guns for the tests referred to, for tho sum of
two hundred thousand dollars: "vovided,
that if it bo estublished that the converted
guns aro greatly increased in power and en
duraunce by rifling.and not matorially injured
as smooth bores, [ shall have a contract for
converting nat less than 200 of the smooth.
bore gunson hand into combined rifle and
smooth-boie guns, at the price of $500 ench
gun ; a contract for making 70 12inch com-
bined rifle and smooth bore guns of cast
iron, of the same weight and kind of the
successful trisl gun of that calibre, at the
price of $15 1100 for each gun ; and 24 10iuck
combined riflo and smooth bore guns, like
the speeessful trial gun of that calibre, at
tho price of $6,500 for each gun.

A condition of tho trial of the two new
calibres and kinds of guns being, that each
trial gun shall excelin power and endu-
ranice the Lrussian Xnapp-guns, as uearly
as they can be produced from cstablisted
calibre and weight, of the samo calibro and
weight, and also the English 35 ton gun,
and a gun corresponding, as near as may
be, to the 10inch gun of 30,0600 p unds’
weight.

Tiis proposal, if all the tests should
prove successful. involves a contract
amounting t0 §1.500,000, and if you signify
to me your desire 10 accept it, and your ap
proval of its conditions, I will make earnest
effort to have the money required appro-
printed by Congress. I forward herewith
drawings in outlaie of the contemplated 12
inch gun, and take this cceasion to say that
it is my intention to cast it breech up, but
with sinking heads of usual excess. Tho
drawings for the 10 inch gun of 30,000
pounds’ weight will be ready in a few days.
Blocks for these will be cast in the same
manner; and it is my expectation to sup-
ply with each gun the **sha k's mouth,” in
order to sdipt them to the naval service,
and tho use of the breecning straps ifit
ever should be necessary to uso them
mounted on ships; and [ will also supply
with each gun the naval elevating screw,
togethier with sights and lock masses, so
that the guns may be available, if emer:
geney requires it for use on ships or in the
tortitications. Very respectiully, etc.

Norxay WiAro.

Below is thr endorsement of the Acting
Chiefl of Ordnance of the Army on the
letter:

Onvxaxce Oretee, March 17, 1874,
'Rcspcc:fudy returncd to the Secretary of
ar ~

None of the official reports {o the Navy
Depariment on the experiments made by
Mr. Wiard have bren made knoten to this
Bureau, but from conversations with the
Chief of the O:dnance Bureau of the Navy
the results obtained are well understood,
anid thewr importance appreciated.  Forty
thousaud dollus were appropriated, and, I
presume, have been expendedin tho trials
thus far, but, in the opiuion of this Burcau,
the trinls aave not been so _thorough and
conclunvo as 10 justify a decided conviction
us 10 the merits o! the invention. Furtber
trials arc absolutely nccessary, not only lo
fully lest its merits, but thay tho informa-
tion githered from the expenditure of tho
money mrearldy appropriated may not bo lost
to the Uuited States.

Itis thereforo 1rcommended thatalibe
ral appropriation may be asked for b
enablo Mr. Winrd to make exhaustivo Lisls
for the invention,

S. V. Bexer,
Acling Chiof of Ordnance.




