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THE DUTY AND ENCOURAGE-
MENT OF MINISTERS ASBUILD-
ERS IN CHRIST'S IIOUSLE.

A SERMON

¥ Preached by the Rev. Murdoch Stewart,
* 8 George’s Channel, Cupe Dreton, at
e opening of the Free Syned of Nova
,Seotia, on the 21th June, 1852 ; and
given for insertion in the Missionary
Record at the request of said Synod.
PsALM CXXVIL 1st: « Joccept the Lord
build the kouse, they labowr in vain that
* build it.”
% :Ja this Psalm a few examples are set
before us of 2 doctrine which holds true
inall cases, viz., the utter inefliziency of
% all buman plans, means, and endeavonrs,
g %‘{:ilhout the Divine blessing ;—the entive
Uependence of suceess, in any pursuit, on
:God  The builder may exert hinself to
the utmost in building ;—the watchman
i may careflully and anxiously waich;—
# ongmay plant, and ancther may water,
butif God withhold the blessing. ail their
;._labour is in vain. This is undenizbly
true of every thing in which man can en-
B :tﬁ'ange, and should be remembered and ac-
$ <knowledaed by all 5 but especially is the
seontinual remembrance, and humbie ac-
knowledgment of its truth, of supreme
3: Importance with regard to our peculiar
: work, For while, in worldly pursuits,
-Wen may succeed, though witerly forget-
-fal of God, and of their dependence on
- Him,—while the builder of an carthly
¢ 1a0ric may succeed to his utmost wish,—
. while the husbandman may reap the mdst
s2bundant crops from the soil he culti-
“ates,—while the worshipper of Main-
150 may heap up wealth, till even him-
“elf shall acknowledge it is enough,—
; while; in such things as these, men may
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succeed until the time come when their
souls shall be required of them, though
they live, and plan, and work, in com-
plete forgetfulress of their dependence
on God,—we have no reason whatever
16 cxpect that those engaged in the werk
of theichristian ministry will ever be suc-
cessful instruments in building up Christ’'s
house, Ifis church—the temple of the
Lord, unless they ever Lear in mind and
humbly acknowledge their cutire depend-
¢ince on the Lord himself, for the bless-
ing which will make the means of grace
effectual means of salvation, and .nless
they look to Him for that sufficiency
which they have not in themselves

Oun such an occasion as this, Fathers
and Brethren, when we, who, from our
oltice, may be called builders in Christ's
house or church, are met to deliberate on
matters which concern that building, it
will not be inappropiate to turn our ar-
teation briefly, at the commencement, to
the truth et forth in the text; « Except
the Lord build the house, they labour in
vain that baild i.”

Let us consider

1. The nature of our work, as com-
pared to that of builders, and the object
10 be aimed at by us—from which the de-
pendence of suecess upon God will be
manifest.

11. Some hints .s to our duty as build-
ers in the Lord’s House.

I1L. Our encouragement.

I The nawre of our work, as compar-
ed to that of builders, and the object to
be aimed at by us.

In various passages of Seripture we
find the Church compared to a house, or
temple, such as that of Solomon, and the
work of the christian ministry compared
to {hat of builders, Now, of what does
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this house, or temple of the Lord con-
sist? It consists of living stones, built
upon, and united to, Christ—the only
foundation ;—* for other foundation can
no man lay than thatis laid. which is Je-
sus Christ” And yet these stones,
which in the building are living stones,
previously to their being placed there,
are in such a state as that they are des-
cribed, and that with the utmost proprie-
ty, as dead stones, imbedded in, or form-
ing part of the solid rock : “ Hearken to
me,” saith the Lord by the Prophet Isa-
iah, ¢ ye that follow after rightcousness,
ye that scek the Lord: look unto the
rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole
of the pit whence ye are digaed”  And
the great end which must be aimed at in
all the labours of the gospel ministry is,
to hew out stones from the rock of natur-
al enmity against God, or dig them from
the pit of natural corruption—change
them into living stoncr, and place themn
in the building, 5o as that they skall resc
and abide upon the true foundation, In
other words, to convert sinners from the
error of their ways, to reconcile to' God
in Christ, men who are born with the
carnal mind which is enniity against Him,
which is not subject to 1Iis law, neither
indeed can be; to quicken souls which
by nature are dead in trespasses and
sins; to persuade men with evil hearts
of unbelief in"departing from the living
God to believe in the name of *is only
begotten Son. If this is eftected, a great
change surely must take place. Men
must be brought from darkuess to light,
—i{rom spiritual death to life,—~from the
power of Satan to God,—the enmity of
1he carnal mind must be destroyed,—and
the love of God shed abroad in the heart,
—men must be born aganm It is only
when souls undergo this change that the
temple of the Lord, the church of Christ
is built up by adding living stones to it.
But, in addition to this, these living
stones must be caused to grow unto an
holy temple in the Lord. Each living
stone—each individual believer—is him-
self a habitation of God through the Spi-
rit, and, as surely, must be built up—caus-
ed to grow in macc and in the knowledge
of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ—
in holiness—unto the measure of complete
conformity with Christ’s own image.
And who is sufiicient for these things!
The building of the Temple in Jerusa-
lem at fiest, and its restcration after the
return of the Jews from their captivity
in Babylon, was arduous and difficult.—
Iufinitely more so is the building of the
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spiritual tesaple  And if that material
temple of inanimate stone and wood could
not have heen built without wonderful in.
terpositions of providence, far, far lesy
can the rrue—:the spiritual temple of the
Lord be built without more thar: interpo.
sitions of ’rovidence,however wondertul,
—without miracles of grace and mercy,

In Scripture, accordingly, we invaria-
bly find the alory of building this house
—the Church of Chiist—ascribed to the
Lord himsclf—to the eflectual working
of the Lord the Spirit. “ Not by miaht
nor by power, but bymy Spirit, saith
the Lord of Ilosts.” In i’on(o"')s:ﬂl
days, when Ilis building miaie sreater
and ore rapid progress than in any
preceding or suceceding age, the hamble
and thank{ul acknowledament was, - The
Lord added to the clureh daily such as
shonld be saved”  Paul, probably the
wmost successful human instrument in
building the chureh of Christ that ever
lived, would not, on the one hand, flatter
the members of the church in Ephesus
by ascribing their conversion to any
thing in themsclves that made them bet-
ter or more deserving than others, but on
tl.e contrary, in language calculated to
repress every such vain imagination, told
them, “Y<cu also hath Ile quickened,
who were dead in trespasses and sing”:
and again, “ by grace arc ye saved, thro'
faith, and that not of yourselves; itisthe
aift of (God.”  And so far, on the other
haund, from claiming any honour to biw
self and his fellow-labourers for their suc-
cess in preaching the gosp:l, he acknoy
ledged, in words which, may it be o
privilese to be enabled to adopt as our
own, * Not that we are suflicient of our-
selves to think anything as of ourselves;
but our sufliciency is of God.”

1n addition to what must be vegarded
as the especial work of the christian mi-
nistry, whatever may be its situationand
outward civcumstances, the work of
building up the true invisible church of
Christ, by the conversion of sinners and
the edification of belicvers,—we, IFathers
and Drethren, may be said to have,ina
great measure, to found and build up 1
this land a branch of the outward visible
chureh, which we trust will prove instru-
mental in promoting the glory of God
and the best interests of men, not only
in our own day, but for generations {0
come ; and this too, over a very exten-
sive area,—with fow, by far too few, b
bourers ;—amidst difliculties neither
few nor small, surrounded also with 0-
ther denominations, each striving to build

o
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up their own portion of the professing
church, and some of them by doctrines
and methods of acting of which we can-
not approve. But anxious as we must
feel to see this building—our portion of
tho visible church—progressing, let us
ever remember that the doctrine of our
text holds true with regard to the build-
ing of any branch of the visible, equally
as with regard to the building of the in-
yisible church. In our endeavours to
build the visible church, we must regard
asof primary importance its bearing on
the interests of the invisible; for the va-
lne of any branch of the visible church
is in proportion to its fitness_for promet-
ingthe building of the invisible :—and
in proportion to the numberand quality
of the living stones within it will tbe,
not only the real 1alue, but the strength
and permanence also, of the outward pro-
fessing church  And, therefore, with re-
gard to every part of our wark, whether
itrezards primarily the visible or the in-
visible chureh—let us bear in mind that
“exeept the Lord build the house, they
labour in vain that baild it.”

1I. From the joint consideration of our
work being compared to the building of 2
house, and of the docirine of our text. we
may learn much in refcience to ourown
%ul)l' as builders in and of the house of

od.

But this is too wide 2 ficld to enter on
here. I will not occupy your time by
dwelling on the absolute necessity of
Julding by the true, the only foundation
Y Christ Jesus,— the necessity ot holding
i forth as the only foundation stone
Lid in Sion, in whom whesoever beiiev-
eth shall not be ashamed ; of bolding
forth the whole word of life,—the truth
asit is in Jesus,~—the instrament which
the oly Spirit renders effeetual for con-
vineing and converting sinners, and for
bulding up believess ;—the necessity of
erer remembering that success denends
o God, and, therefore, the necessity of
&rayerful waiting upon Iun for the

essing which maketh rich.

Two particulars of our duty may be
cousidered more fully, and 1. Diligence
5 necessary in attending to every part of
our duty, and in using all appointed
1meaus, ’

Itis trac that Paul may plant and A-

. pollos water in vain if God ‘mve not the
nerease ;—but if there is {o be increase

~iffruit isto be reaped, Paul smust plant,
and Apollos must water. Itistrue that,
“ Except the Lord build the house, they
libour In vain that build it;” but if the
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house isto be built, the labourers must
work, and that diligently. It is true,
God can worlk, not only i)y any means,
but without means—even against means ;
bt what God ran do, or may be put to
do, is not what points out our daty, Lut
what in His revealed will 1le hath com-
manded to be done: ¢“In the morning
sow thy seed, and in the evening with-
Lold not thine hand, for thou knowest
not whether shall prosper, cither this or
that, or whether they both shall be alike
good.® ¢ Whatsoever thy hand findeth
to o, do it with thy might” ¢ Preach
the word : be instant in season, out of
season : reprove, reouke, exhort withall
long-susfering and do~trine.” We must
therefore work, and work diligently, in
1ke use of all appointed meaus, following
the example of our Lord and Master him-
seif, who said, * T must werk the works
oi him that sent me while it is day : the
righr cempeth, when ns man can work.”

V/hile careful to be diligent at some
pait or other of our work, we should bLe
careful also that no part be neglected ;
for it Is possible for one to be very dili-
aeni in attending to one part, while he
neglects another, perhaps equally neces-
sary. We know that in a material build-
ing, it will not answer to continue raising
one part of the wall to the full height,
while other parts are left not hizher than
the foundation, or perhaps without the
{oundation itselfbeinz laid.  Soin build-
ing the church of Christ, no real pro-
gress will be made, aad no permanent
advantage will be obtained by diligence,
however great, in one departinent of the
woik, if other depavtments, which we
may deem less important, but which the
Word of GGod shews to be necessary parts
of the werk, be negievted.

Acain, if, after n building has been
csnrnenced, whatever progress may have
been made, the work is Intermitted be-
fore it is finished, the unfinished fabricis
Incomparably more liable 1o decay than
4 building which is finished ; aud when
the work is recommenced, probably some
of what was hefore done must be unduv.cc.
It i< so*in the cace of our wmk. The
spiritual building is as Hable to fall into
decay as the material, and much more
s0, if the builders intermit their work, or
proceed by fits and starts.  The natural
corruption of the human heart, (some
of which cleaves still even to the most
advanced believers),—the world that li-
eth in wickedness, with its various sourc-
es of temptation and trial-—and the
craft and power of Satan, will prove far
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more effectual in causing the decay of the
imperfect church, than the natural ele-
ments in damaging the unfinished build-
ing.  As itis with an individual, so is it
with a church,-—~if there is no progress,
there is more or less of retrogression i—
if there is no growth there is decay. The
building of the church js not yet com-
pleted, and therefore the builders should
take carc that the work be not intermit-
ted from any fault of theirs, and thau in
their anxiety to advance greatly one part
of the work, they do not neglect another
and an esseniial part, though one which
may pot be so important in their estima-
tion. But

2. While diligence in the use of means
is necessary, another duty appears mani-
festly trom the doctrine of our text to be
equally necessary, viz, that it be looked
to that no means be used which are not
in accordance with the {ull, clear, and
uaalteravle directory of God’s word.—
‘Were it our object to colleet and keep
together a body called a church—strong
from i's numbers, its worldly wealth,
and political influence, we might succeed
though we neglected this duty,—nay,
would be far more likely to succeed by
neglecting than by following it. We
know that the church (but falsely so call-
ed) which can Loast of the greatest num-
ber of adherents, the greatest amount of
wealth and political influence in the
world,—employs for effvcting its ends,
not means 1n accordance with the word
of God, but means completely antagonis-
tic to it.  But if our object be, individu-
ally, in our separate spheres of labour, to
be instrumental in adding to the true
church of the living God, such as shall
be saved. and “ building up these in heli-
ness and comfort, throngh faith, unio sal-
vation,” and collectively to found and
build up in these lands a visible church
which shall be instrumental in promoting
the same end, then, however anxious we
may be to advance our object, let us be
careful that in the means we may pro-
pose 1o use, we consult, not the maxims
of worldly wisdom or expediency, nor
the example of other churches or wndivi-
duals, but the statute-book of our Ilead
and King. Temporary advantazes in
pursuits which leave out of view the glo-
ry of God, may be gained by a sceming
expedicncy diderent from adherence (o
the truth 5 but if the object sought to be
promoted be the glory of God “and the
best interests of men, nothing will be
found truly expedient except what is
Scriptural.© A ‘wall might quickly be
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built of considerable height, and of fuir
enough show to the eye, by intcrmixing
with the solid and ordinary stone a con-
siderable proportion of wood, hay, stub.
ble, but the buildiiiz could not bLe very
lasting, even should it escape the fire.—
So might we have a church, numerous
in members and adherents, and in some
respects influential, by sacrificing some
portions of the truth to the prepossess-
ons and prejudices of men, by cudea
voming to make the humbling doctrives
of the gospel more palatable to the na-
tive pride of the human heart, wnl by
neclecting to apply the restrainis of Ji-
cipline to men's conduct ; but we couid
not expect that the glory of Gad, or the
salvation of men would be prowwoted U;
such a chureh ; neither could we espaut
that it would long maintai its position,
or any temporary intluence to which
might aitain, even should it not be wub-
jected to any fiery ordeal. If we sine
cerely wish to be ins'rumental in builil-
ing a church of living stones that shall
cndure unto the end, we will diligent;
hold forth the whole truth, and have re-
course to no methods inconsistent with
that truth

IIT. Our encouragement.

Ti.ough our work is arduous, and suc-
cess depends not on our owp will, strensh
or exertions, vet we haveabundant en-
couragement to diligence and persever-
ance 1n the use of all appointed weans,
and

1. We have still, in all its complete-
ness and fitness for its ends, the wstre
ment which, in every age, has been foand
effectual in building up the hous -
God,—even his own word—the trutd
s it isin Jesus. The worl of Gobs
still ¢ like as a fire, aud like a hamner
that breaketh the rock in picces,"—ard
still as firted for its work as ever,—sil
¢ quick and powerful,”—:till  the sworil
of the Spirit:” the Scriptures of trvd
are still able to make men wise unto st
vation: the gospel is sill, and will ¢
found the power of God unto sahatio?
to cvery one that believeth; stil! power:
ful ¢ in pulling down stron:-holds,” and
in building up the temple of the Lord.

2, The King and Ilcad of the church,
who “ascended on high, led captivy
caplive, and received gifts for men, ye
even for the rebellious that Lhe'Lorl
God might dwell among them,” is sill
“exalted at God's right-hand a princt
and Saviour” e has all power in e
ven and in earth, being King of kings
and Lord of lords. And if tho buildes
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i his house are faithful to him, we can-
not donbt but that be will be faithiul
w fulfilling his promise that he would
be with thuse whom he commissioned to
preach the Gospel, even to the end of
the world,—that he will send, along with
fus wordl, the Holy Spirit, whose work it
is to convinee the world of s, of vichte-
ousness, and of judament,—and that so
he will make his grace suflicient for
them and his strength perfect in their
weakness.

3 The work in which we are engaged’
isthe Lord’s own work, and its object
his glory.  We know and are assured
thesctore that it will be completed, how-
ever strenuous and persevering the op-
position to it may be, and however weak
the in~trumentality ; for he has said, and
his word camnot fail, that “the carth
shall be filled with knowledge of the glo-
rvof the Lord.” Tt we then labour ili-
gently and “ithfully, and with a single
eie 1o his glory, we, trusting in the grace
that is in Christ Jesus, and using not
carnal weapons but spiritual, may be
workmen that need not be ashamed.—
However few, and however weak in ous-
selves, and utterly unable of oursclves to
hew a single stone from the rock, and
build it a living stone on the sure foun-
datien, yet being fellow workers tozether
wih bim with whom nothing is impossi-

le, even we may be instrumental m ad-
vancing that buiidivg of which it is said
in the same word of prophecy, “ that the
headstone thereof shall be Lronght forth
with shoutings of grace—grace uato it”
Amen.

S { Sem——
SUSTENTATION OF THE MINIS-
TRY.

The Reformed Church of Seotland,
from which the Free Church of Nova
Scotia is an offshoot, although setting up
ahigh standard of ministerial qualifica-
tion, has never souzht great temporal
things for her ministers.  She holds out
1o prizes for men influenced by mere
worldly ambition : Lut she has felr, ne-
vertheless, the importance of having her
ministers so provided for that, as their
duties call upon them to hold intercourse
with men of all ranks in society, they
mizht be abie to appear in such circum-
slanees as that their office would net e
thereby exposed to contempt.  The spi-
nituality of their functions does not raise
them above the necessary conditions of
bumavity. They must have foad and
raiment; they must have houses to re-
side in ; they must have books with which
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to prosecute their studies. Nor is this
all. The Reformed Church denounces
the grossly immoral and demoralizing
system of the enforced coelibate of Ro-
wanism.  She holds by the principles in-
volvad in the words of the :\postfc Paul
(1 Cor. ix. 4-7), “Ilave we not power
to eat and to drink ? 1Iave we not pow-
cr to lead about a sister, a wife, as well
as other apostles, and as the brethren of
the Lord, and Cephas?  Or Louly and
Barnabas, bave not we power to forbear
working?  Who goeth a warfare any
time at his own charges ? who planteth
a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit
thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and
cateth not of the milke of the flock ¥
And she expeets, therefore, that her mi-
nisters will be provided for not simply
as indisidualy, but as heads of familics
who depend upon them for support. Mi-
nisters of the wonrd are especially called
upou to cultivate hospitality ; aud out of
that which, in the ordinary sense of the
words, they can call their own, they
ought to set an example of that Christian
liberality, which they bave to inculcate
upon iheir people.

Now, cven had there been a fulfilment
of the largest of the promises made (£150
per annum), in the cases referred to in
the article on this subicet which appear-
ed in our last number, it would require
no ordinary degree of cconomical man-
agzement 10 make the sum meet these re-
quircmonts, on the most moderate scale
that conld be proposed. lle who has
given six, or eizht, or ten years of his
life to the prosceution of those studies
which are necessary as a preparation for
the work of the ministry,—who, in the
prosecution of these studies, has had his
tastes refined, his intellect cultivaed,
and his mind stored wiri: information that
might fit himm for pursaits which might
openr up the 106t Cnuouraging prospects
as to the attainment of the wealth or ho-
nours of this world, must exercise much
self-denial, in fureguing all these pros-
peets, that he may lay himself out for the
spivitual Lenefit of a lock from whom
this is the provision that be is to expect.
But what is to he said, when even these
very moderate promises are not fulfilled?
What must be the result, when the half,
or even three-fourths, of the pittanee that
was promised, is withheld 2 In the con-
fidence which he reposed in a people,
for the promotion of whose spiritual inte.
rests he was prepared to devote his life,
he may have been making domestic ar-
rangements that would enable him to ap-

r
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ear in circumstances corresponding at
cost with what he thought his income
was to be. _In making these arrange-
ments, he “has come under obligations
which the promises of his people led him
to Lelieve he would be able to meet it
the proper time.  Can he meet these en-
gagements, when the partivs on whom he
depended for the means have so griev-
ouwsly fhiled in implementing theirs 79—
Can ke connt upon the partivs from
whom he has made his purchases exer-
cising the same forbeaance towards him,
whittt must have been exercised by the
ministers reterved to towards those who
had so sadly failed in Lulfiling their pro-
mises to them?  Lven should L meet
with a similar forbearance, is it right for
his chavact v—is it for the credit of his
congrezation—is it consi-ient ¢yen with
the hemovr of religinn, that the extent of
this forhearacee shonld Le thus put to the
tes'? ‘Uheceriptural injunctivais, “Owe
no man_any thing, but to love onc ano-
ther™ It would he o matter occasioning
the doepest & uess toan henourable
man of the world to fail In meeting his
pecuniary engagements 3 and what must
be the agony aileeting the mind of 2 mi-
nisier of the cospel, when he may feel
himself thus forced into a position at ouce
diseredizable 1o himself, and calenlaied to
bring a reproach upon the religion which
hie professes?

Nor arc the ministcr and his family
the ouly sufitress. ‘Chey may be the
first to feei the disness; bat the most se-
rious part of the evil may be found at
Iength reaching those thiough wioee ov-
ersight, or @iminal neglect, it wicy be
that these distresses have been occasion-
ed. Itis impossible, in the very nature
of things, that, while harussed by the
anxiciies necessarily involvedin a pusiti-
on such as has been 1efeired to, a mims-
ter can prosceate, with il desirable
calmness of mind, thuse stadies which
are to preparc him for his minlsuations
to his 1‘0(:1:. Th ¢ minisirations will be
affected by the disturbed charaeter of Liis
own thoughty; and with whatever sinee-
rity and carnesiness of Lizart Le bimsclf
nuty pray in behalf of o pesple who aie
Ieaving ‘him to starve, there may be a
voice nevertheless in these vary pnayers
which may speak londly 1o the condem-
nation of those in whese hehall they ae
offered up; and the Loid, in righteous
displeasure, may leave them to experi-
ence that, in withholding more than is
mcet, they have hech secuming leanncss
to their souls It is from a concern there-
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fore for the best interests of our congre.
gations themselves that we would endea-
vour 10 arousg them upon this subject—
that we would call upon themto bethink
themselves of their duty with respect to
it—that we would remind them that one
thing is needful—and that we would ex-
Lort them to approptiate out of that
worldly substance with which God hys
favoured them a due proportion, tor the
maintenance of those ordinances mn ar-
tendance upon which they may be ena-
bled with joy to draw water out ot the
wells of salvation.

) e
CALL TO MR. FORBES.

The Presbytery of Cape Breton have
moderated in a Call from the united con-
aregations of Strait of Canso and River
Inhabitants o the Rev. William Gordon
Torbes, who was licensed by the Ureshy-
tery of Halifax last year, and who, since
that time, has been labouring as a missi.
onary in Cape Breton.

D # A
FREE PRESBYTERY OF HALL
FAX.

According to appointments made at
their Jast ordinary meeting, the Free
Prosbytery of Hahtax held a meeung at
Cornwallis on Thursday the 14th, and
another at Lanenburg on Thursday the
251d current, in order to deal with these
conzregations on the important subjeets
of the Sustentation of the Ministry and
the Professorial Fund,

At the latter meeting, Mr. John Alex-
ander Ross, Siudent m Divinity, com-
peated, and was publicly examined in his
kuowledse of the Greck language, and
in TlLevlogy, Chronology, and Church
History. lle acquitted himself very cre-
ditably; and the Presbytery sustained
the examinaiion as a part of his probad-
onwry trials.

'l following supplies were appointed:
Septr 26th. Darunouth, Mr. King.

& &« St John's, Mr. Lyall.

Octr. 31d. Dartmouth, Mr. King.
« o« St John's, Mr. Forrester.
“ &« Goodwood, Mr Munro.
« % Sackville, Mr. Lyall.
¢« 10th. Dartmouth, Mr. King.
¢ & St John’s, Mr. Lyall
¢ 17th. Dartmouth, Mr. King.
«  « St Johw’s Mr. Kivg.

#  a4th, Dartmouth, Mr. King.
¢ &« St Johw's, Mr. Lyall.
¢ 81st. Dartmouth, Mr King.
&« St John’s, Mr. King.

113

% Musquodoboit Harbour, Mr.
, ° Lyall
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The Presbytery authorized Mr, Lyall
10 dispense_the ordinance of the Lord's
Supper at Musquodoboit Harbour ox the
31st October.

0

MORE HELP FROM THL FREE
CHURCH O SCOTLAND.

It aives us much pleasure to announce
the arrival, on the 2tth(per the MicMac),
ofthe Reverend Jamesitoss,who has been
sent out by the Colonial Committee of
the 'ree Chureh of Seotland to assist in
supplying the wants of I’'rince Edward's
Mand.  We take it for granted that the
Presbytery of Pictou have by ths time
crried into effect their resolution, inti-
mated in a late number of the Lrestyteri-
an Witness, to translate the Rev  Alex-
ander Sutheriand from Earltown to the
united congrezations of Scotch Settle-
ment and New Loudon,  The addition
of Mr. Ross to the labeurers in that ficld
seems to hold cut the prospect that by
nest meeting of Syrod the Presbytery of
Prince Edward’s Island may be again
cailed into existence.

We are alsoin the daily expectation
of hearing of the anival of the 1lev. Mr.
Thorburn, late of ¥Falmouth in Jamaica,
andof the Rev. Moses Harvey, late of
Maryport in Ingland, who, as intimated
inthe H.and I. Record of the Kree
Charch of Scotland, have been appoint-
ed by the Colonial Committee, the tor-
wer to Bermuda in the room of Mr. Ad-
am who has returned to Scotland, acld
the latter to St. John’s, N F. in the room
of Mr. Muir who is about to return.

0

EXAMINATION OF STUDENTS,

We take the liverty of reminding Pres-
byteries, and such students as may have
itin view to attend the Divinity Hall
dwing the next session of College, that it
isupon the recommendation of Presbyte-
ries, and after an examination made by
them to ascertain whether the requisite
prozress has been'made in the prebimina-
1y studies, that divinity stadeuts are en-
rlled. Those theretore who wish to be
enrolled as regular students ought to pre-
seat themselves for examination befove
the respective Presbyteries within whose
bounds they may happen to reside. ‘T'he
next ordinary miceting of the Presbytery
of Halifax is appointed to be held here
on the last Wednesday of October. We
are sorry that we have no inforncation as
tothe time of meeting of the other Pres-
byteries of the Church.
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DISPENSATION OF THE LORI’S
SUPPER AT LAWRENCETOWN.

On Sabbath the 12th current, the or-
dinance of the Lord's Supper, in fulfil-
ment of the appointment of the Free
Presbytery of llnli(‘.\x, was dispensed by
the Rev. Professor King at },m\'rcncc-
town. Mr. Georze Sutherland, at pre-
sent before the Piesbytery on trials for
license, has been acting as Missionary
in that district, asalso at Lake Porter
and Musquodobeit Harbour since the
close of the College Session.  ilis servi-
ces ave highly valued in these different
stations, and appear to bave been attend-
ed with a rich blessing, as much interest
has of late been manitested by the people
with regard to spiritual things. Ou this
cicasion there was a considerable additi-
on to the number of communicants. The
place of worship was 100 small to contain
the congregation that assembled ; but as
the day cominued favorable till soie time
after public worship was over, the whole
services were conducted in the open air.
The congregation assembled might be
somewhere about 400, and presented a
deeply solemnized appearance.

——— e
(From the Missionary Record of the Free
Clareh of Seotlund.)
FOREIGN MISSIONZ.
CHINSURAH.
Lrtract Letter—Lie. My. Miicr—29th May.
Dearus.

We have had scveral losses by death,
both in our insiitwiion and congregation.—
A few weeks aro, one 6i the pupils belong-
ing to our sécond ciass fcll a viciim o cho-
laa ¢ wind another this week. of the first or
highoest, has been caried ofi vy fira. The
former was a you h of much promise, very
amiable in his dispositiens, nad a thorough
believer in Chris.ianity, although ke had not
been hanuced. e told me, oaly a short
time Letore his last dlness, thai he had en-
tirely renounced idvlatip s wid that he, with
some others in his neighvouri:oud, had been
cxposed, in conseyneace of this, to a good
deal ol persecanon.  His life was even
threatened, and e came 10 me to ask what
measures he must adopt for iiis preservati-
on. I bl lnm how Jesus had suffered
for us, and how he warned his disciples
that they should he exposed (o similar
treatment ; and that he ounght, therefore
not to be swiprised at meeting with opposi-
tion, but rather, like the apostles, should
“count it ull jov to suffec’ inso good a
cause. He received what I had to say on
this subject wi'h all meckness, and, a very
short time afici, he was seized with fever,
which terminated in cholera. He sent for
me to go and sco him in his sickness, and T
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did so. I found him stretehed on amat out-
side of the house where his widowed mother
resided. e was then suffering much from
spasms, and said he was dying. I asked
him what his hope was resting on,—he said,
on Jesus; and begged me to piay for him.
This 1 did, in preseuce of at lesst a dozen
of his neighbours and friends, who were a-
round him. Sowe of them understood Eng-
lish, and some not; but all were perfectly
still when they knew thae I was praying to
the Almyghty. 1le thanked me muach for
thus remembering him at a throne of grace;
and I was not without hope that he might
yet recover.  Bat it was the purpose of God
that he should be removed from this world
of sin and sorrow, 8o He took him te be
with himself, 1 trust, that same night. May
we not regard this as an instance of the
grace of God in rescuiny a poor sinner ©as
a brand from the burning > ‘T'rue, his hea-
then neighbours took him to the banks of
the river, where bis body was som consum-
ed by fire, according to their custom ; but
his spirit, I trust, which had been released
from nts tenement of clay, went to God, to
become united to the spirits of the just
made perfect before the throne.

The chiet loss which we have sustained
in our congregation is by the death of Mr.
Herklors, the £ieal of Clansuraa, who had
restded here for sixry-three yeurs, amd died
the duy before yesterday, at the good old
age of cighty-five. He was a man of ster-
ling Christian principle, and a great friend
to the cause of missions. Ihs funeral, which
I attended yesterday, was the largest I have
ever seen here. e was & man much bele-
ved by all who kuew him, and his loss is
sincerely regreited. Hundreds of the na-
tives were present at his faneral, as well as
all the Europeans at the s.ation. It was he
who got thie chapel built in which we wor-
ship every Sabbaih; and he was the largesy
comirihutor to its funds.  His lincal descen-
dants amount to abont 150 in number, of
whkom nearly one half are alive. e was
quite a Christian patriarch, and * a pillar in
the Chureh.”

COMMENCEMENT OF BENGALI SERVICE

We have comienced a Beagali service in
our chapel on the Sabbath aficrnoous, which
is conducted by the Rev. Prosonno Kumar
Chatterjee, our native preacher. who was re-
cently licensed, along with other 1wo, at
Caleutta.  The congregation hitherto has
T een good,—indeed, the chapel is wsually
filled with natives, chiefly young persons
connected with our institution.  Although
it has not been my privilege as yvet to give
you details of concersivns and bay tisms of na-
tives at Chinsurah, still I trust the ficlds are
ripening, and that the harvest will, ere long,
gladden our eyes and rejoice our hearts by
its abundance.
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MADRAS.
Letter from Rev. John Anderson,

We cannot forbear entreating of all oy
readers the perusal of the following leqter
from Mr. Anderson to the Convener.  Apy
comment or remurk would only weuken the
impression which its own solemn statemeney
and important facts must muke :—

Madras, 10th June.~Y our great Assemlly
is now over; and from the midst of oyy
own great and growing work, we have rujs.
ed the prayer that the shout of 2 Kiug mishy
be ia the midst of you. °

I write in the very hottest of the hot
winds. Though losing strength, the Loy
helps me through duy by day.” 1 have heen
called to endure a great fizht of atlicuons
—have been in depths, and buave been ).
jected to strange tiery trials for some tinge
back. ‘Lhough iny outward man is perid.
ing, my inward man is renewed day by day,
and 1 get glimpses of that eternal ‘wayle of
glory which these lght afllictions w.w work.
ing out for me, and which leave me caim
aud satisticd.  These trials of our faith wy'|
end in gloricus issues some day, when we
appear in the presence of’ our Lord, whom
having not seen, we love.

We are prospering much, outwardly, asa
mission, and n our mission work. Qur
taithful native missionaries, Rajah, Veuka,
and Ettiraje. get noble oppurtunities of
preaching Christ and Iun erucitied, a all
our stations ;—at  Madras and Trplicane,
where they had audicuces of between et
and nine hundred Yately on the Sabbath, aud
at Conjeveram and Chingleput, when on a
tour in the cnd of May ; and at Nellore, whi-
ther Ettirnjoolov has gone with Ius family
to superintend our school there, and to
preach iu Telugu as God opens the door—
He has sometnnes an audience of nearly
thrge hundred of his scholars, wmale and f-
male, there, on Sabbath:—and these, a
least the greater portion of them, from the
highest castes and Lest families in the
place. They are prophesying to the dry
hones, and we are waiting for the Spirit, for
the breath of the Lord, to breathe on them.
There are symptoms of spirvitual life, and
we have scveral candidares for baptism;
but we have learnt not to make haste—
Some of theve were pierced in their hearis
by words spoken by us fourteen years ago,
—others of rthem eleven years ago, and o-
thers of them lately. It is the same wosd
of God, quick and powerful, when wiclded
hy the Spurit's hand, that kills sinners to
their salvation, whether they are Hindus or
our own countrymen. One young man
from Chingleput, convicted by Rajab’s
preaching, has written from Chingleput to
say he wishes to come to Madras for bap:
tism.

Our Iferalds give you all the outward de-
tails of our work, but the inuer history i3
known only to the Lord, and to us, And
what ‘s this inner history, a3 regards our
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converts, male and femalo, and onrsclves
too, but the flesh lusting against the Spirit,
aud the Spirit against the flesh—Christ and
Sawn in the soul struggling for the maste-
rr—grace and sin by turns prevailing ¢—
But we knaw who will et the victory for
us at last—Ring Jesns,

Our sons, Rajah, Venka, and Eftiraje are
still our joy snd evown, and, in the mudst of
the special attictions and temptations o the
work, are approving themscives as evange-
Ints. Al our other converis, male and fe-
male, are holding on i the way accovding
o the grace given—some of" them strongs,
some weak, and some ready to halt and to
turn aside or zo back, and are sourers of
sorrow or joy to us, just as children ave toa
forher.

1 feel assured that, inspite of all our
pains and ansieties and fears about <ouls
Justnow, we will see a goodly number in
the day of our Lovd Jesus, clean every whit,
beeanse washed in 1is own Llood.  Let as
comfort one another with this hope.  Our
tappiest days are all hetore us, when we
shalt be for ever with our Lord, mwmid the
holy joys and exercises of heaven, and the
canhiee of heaven's comrnion.

As to the aflairs of this world of chanee
and deazh, and the machimuions ol Anii-
civist, I am glad that the Lord reizneth,
and that. whether things sve davi or Uright
in Ilis Church or in the world, and whether
judzments are impending over an unbeliev-
i and guilty world, or not. the govern-
ment is on the shoulder-of King Jesus;
Bis will shail carry the day; the scepire
of tiis Kingderiis a vight sceptre, and is
throne for ¢ver and ever.Let usiook throuzh
the mi-ts of sense to the grand catastrophe
when the Great King sits on his judgueni-
throne, andl the kings and mighty ones of
the carth become hittle men in his presence,
and monrn and wail befoie Him whom they
have pierced ! May we be found faithful
in that day, brother, our loins gitded, aund
our lamps burning!

Lam silently waiting and hoping for the
promsed help of inore labiwo urers.

1 am advised 10 leave 1wy post for a
month. but I feel I must stick 1o the hel,
and leave the 1ssue of life or death in the
Lord’s hands,  But do not mistake my si-
lence forstrength or for good lealth re-
turning. I dam an invalid on my couch
sometimes four or five hours daily.

{From the Ilome and 1oiviyn Record of the
Presbyterian Claurch in the Uited Siates.)
THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST IN

TS WORLD.

God governs the world. His govern-
ment of the natural world may be termed
the Kingdom of Nature; his government of
men and nations in the ordinary course of
events, is the ingdom of Providence ; and
lis government of men in respect of their
spiritual interests, is the Kingdom of Grace.
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In cach of these, we have the clements of
a kingdom—a ruler, subjects, and laws,—
The theatre for the displuy of the divine por-
fections may be the saine, and to some ex-
tent the subjects are the same; yet theve is
varicty without confusion, and uniformity
of administration without identity. Il
1aws or methops of governinent all originate
in the purpose ot Him who ruleth all thungsy
after the connsel of his own will.  But as
they atfeet different subjects, and the same
subjects in ditterent nspects, there is proprie-
ty in speakmg of God s universal dominion
under the threefold administration which
may be called three Kingdoms.

1. Inall. God governs by laws, The ob-
servation, exjperience, avnd study of wiso
men hawve developed and delinested the
laws of the Natural Kingdom ; and we find
they arve fixeit, and cevinee an ifinite wis-
dom and gooduess us well as power. So
we diseover in the Kingdom of Providence
that God's ways are wise and best.  Even
hcathen, untaught by writien vevelation,
have learned to note and understand some-
thing of this government; and the princi-
ples of a morval philosophy, as deduced
from these sources, are geamerally cor-
rect.

2. But it is in the Kingdom of Grace
that we behold at once the brightest dispiny
ol divine glory, and the most important und
beueticent arvangements for mau’s well-be-
inx, * Here the whole Deity is known"—
1eee we have a full exhibition of the divine'
ponections, and a full discovery of the
great purposes 10 be accomplished in man’s
creatioi.

3. This Kingdom of Grace is visible and
invisible,  Its laws and administration re-
speet cternity as well as time.  Its subjects
are here and in the eternal world. The
Kingdom of Natureis to be dissolved. This
wortd cud alt which it contains is to be burnt
up. Tie Kingdom of Providence is to come
to an end. God will overturn and overturn,
and hie who holds in his hands the hearts of
Lings, and woverns among the princes of
this* carth, will soon have subjected all
things to the accomplishment of his purpo-
ses, and then the whole moral machmery of
tue world will be effaced  Kings and prin-
ces die, and turn to dust; crowns and
thrones crumble and deeay ; palaces and ci-
ties sink to ruins; human insiitutions fall.
“'I'his solid globe, and all which it inhabit
will pass away and varich, and, like the
baeeless fabiic of a vision, leave not a wreck
brhind ;" but of this kingdom of grace there
shall be no end.  Itis everlasiing. It is a
dominion which shall endure throughout all
generations.

4. Though visible and invisible, yet this
does not denote a contrariety in its parts.—
The same rding, the same principles of law,
and the same subjects, pertain to each.—
‘While God goveras in this kingdom, be has
by a special arrangement determined to go-
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vern by delegation. All power in heaven
and earth has been given 1t the hands of
the Son, whom, in tus medintoriat capacity,
as God-man, be has coiasuiued heir of all

things. le is Head overall thiugs to his
Church,  "This is his kingdowm. 'Those who

belung te it are made wilting in the day of
his power. ‘Lhey are couvinced of tiewrsin
and misery; enlighrened in the bnowledyse
of Jesus Christ, wud ihe way ot salvation
through him ; vencwed in the spicit of their
minds; and enabled and persuaded sweeily
to submii 10 his law., o trust his g ace, and
reccive his divine icachivgs,

5. Aud now for the proper government
aud ordering of this kingdom, while its sul>-
Jects wre in ihis would. he has laid down
cerain principles or rules.  These apply 10
them here, and, in many imporiant aspecis,
hereafter also. Lhus e subjects of 1his
kingdom arc to be made holy in thoughs,
and word. and life. They are to seck ihose
things which are above. ‘They ave 1o sct
their aiiections on heavenly things.  As the
basis of all this, they are io receive implicit-
ly all the grea: teachings of the Scripinres,
respecting God and his relations to man;
man and his condidon, or estaie of sin and
misery ; the way of sulvaiion by a Redecin-
er; God's purposes of grace; and the whole
scheme or sysicm of doctrine taughs in the
'Holy Scriptares. Then they are io adopt
and act on the piinciples of divine govern-
ment, or ordcr, as to the regulaiion of all
their aflairs. Here, in the Secriptuies, ave
clearly unfolded such irudbs, as—dwi the
visible kingdowm or church is 10 be insiruct-
ed and governed by men, zecording io di-
vinelaw, for mau's beneiii.  And henceitis
very cvident that so far as this kingdom is
adminisicred on carth, it unfolds all the
principles cssential to the veet human so-
vernment,  Ii is 2 government of laws. hoth
fundamenial and special.  This is to bead-
ministered by men appoint «l--ne: to 1aie
except as they serve.  They are servaziz of
God, 1o carry out his purposes, and <o sei-
vants of ilie people for their good. The of-
ficers are provided for oflices ; nou offices for
officers. The rulers for people; noi people
for ralers. There is a parity of rink among
such. Chrisi is head—all 1hose who minis-
ter arc brethren ;" that is, on an eqoality of
K:sition. ‘There may be vavions offices to

performed, and vhese will difier in digni-
ty and importance; but they differ noi in
rank.

6. Now what has been here delineated
leads us to a right mode of recognizing
what constitutes part of this visible king-
dom. And while, in general outline, there
may be many communions among men
which agree with this delincation, sill we
find its distinguishing features more clearly
unfolded in some thau others.

Thus, in our own beloved branch of Zion,
we have a distinct and full recognition of all
the great fundamental principles of sound
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doctrine which are presented in the Scrip.
tures. These she ever confesses ; she pup-
lishes them in her palpits at home and g.
broud, and by her printed confessions angd
caieelists, and by her books.  She pro.
clain~, 100, in her formn of government. the
areai principles of law which disiinguish
e Kingdom of Christ, as it respects the
governmeni of its subjects.  She declares
her public teachers to be mindsiers of God
and the people.  She claims for them no o.
ther than an executive and ministerial fune.
tion; and she places them all on a level as
iv rank, however diilerent their positivn as
10 duty or oilice.

7. Simple as are these principles, ye thoy
furai<h the basis for an immense system of
seeviee.  Here may be thousands of ofticers
—and yet ien thousand more. Here are a
sel of truihs, sitenle and plain, vei applica-
ble in ten thousand times ten thousand ca-
ses.  Aud the agencies for carrving on the
plans of this government are simple.  Here
gre the fundamental laws and special pre.
cepis of the Bille, to be studicd, and uo-
derstood, and propagated. For this we wan
men able in the Scriptures, by the palpit
and by the pen, to bring forth out of this
troasury of diviae truth, the healing words
of cternal life. And these men are to he
sent furth, and the word of God, aund works
explaining and inculeaiing its iruths, are to
be disseminared.  This isthe great work for
which this visible kingdom has heen organi-
zed by its bead.  Now in the actual organi
zeivion of our Clurch we contemplate just
this work. This paper from time to time
unfolds its progress in raising up men and
in scuding them forth, and in preparing and
publishing sound expositions and tlusiraii-
ons of divine irath.  This is the great work
of the Church. Sheisnota party, orasec,
for this world. She is not to be known by
her splendid temples, her gorgeons adorn
tags. her iposing rivaal, o her powerover
man’s emvoral concerns—but this, this is
her honour and her name—1neg Drurost-
un-i\m' Axp I'moracaror or Truin 10

AN,

INFLUENCE OF A TRACT.

We learn that a precious work of grace
has been going on for some time, under the
Jabdurs of American missioaarics, among
the ignorant and superstitious Armenians
in Twhey. This work has reached the town
of Marsovan, a secluded place snrvounded
hy mountains, which had never enjoyed the
labours of a missionary, but God had pre-
paved the way by a simple instrumentality
which many ure too apt to despise. About
seventeen or cighteen years ago, a native of
Marsovan, buricd in all the ignorance snd
sujperstition of his native church, sct out 08
a pilgrimage to Jerasalem, to see the grest
pretended miracle of the Holy Fire. Fass-
ing through Beirut, he was led by that gra:
cious Divine Providence, which works it
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such mysterious ways, to the purchase of a
fow traces, which he found exposed for sale,
in the Armeno-Turkish language. Ile be-
gan to read them, for it was a new and curi-
ous thiug to see u printed page of hi- naiive
Jancuaze.  But the saatierin thew he found
to be still pewer and wore wonderinl ihan
the forin 3 they were pleasamt and proficable
to his heart.  ITe perysed them throng b ail
e homeward journey, and he afierwards
continued o read them, aud they hecame
very precious to hini, and e loved them
much. ‘he Spivit of God must have acconr-
panied thew, and made their o greai means
of saving grace; :nd thus the Lowd, as it
pow appears, bad 1erey on this peor wate
dering sinner, causing the lighy of his eler-
nal ivath 1o shine within hic soul. 31 was
for shis purpose that, in the widst of an o-
therwise nosi profitless and superstitions
joarney, God threw dhese fvacts in his way,
and sent him back with thein to fis narive
place, 10 carry the true livhe of the ospel io
those in spiriiual dakiess.

He was eniirely ignovani o the anihors
of those traets, il remained »o o1 years,
umiil ihe word Proiesiant heww.on 19 he sound-
ol for afzem, and anslweeeas Looke forih
from the churches againsi b Pooicuianis
qui their books.  lle sill rewins thew in
his possession, and when he showed iLemio
the iirss missivnary he hascever kucwn, they
were founa 1o have been pringed a wreus
while azo, co that now tiey i quic oui of
print; but so fur as could he known, they
were published under sapervision of he
Rev. Ale. Goodeldl, 1more than twenty vears
eoe in Malia. So long had the seed liin
hid; so long had ihie bread-corn easi upon
the waiers vematined withour any known re-
. Bur God was still watchine; over it
and blessing it. Thie writer of tie svacis, the
pnter and tie seller, have perhaps zlike
forgotien the work oi their haunds: but lo. it
springs up before them, its induence at
Tength is traced, and will, by the blessiugs of
God, o ou increasing, and be couspicnous
throngh cternity.

Soae ien years after this memorable jour-
ney of the pilgrim in scarch of the lloly
Tire, when indeed e found it on the way,
ewl carried it back, as the gife of God,inlis
heart, the evangelical priest Vertannes, jowr-
neying through Armenia, came io 1 monas-
tery ut Marsovan, whaie he was a guest for
onc nighi, und the pilgrim brother voas pre-
eentthatevening.  Whe 1wochildrenof God
tndersiood cach oiher; but at that perodin
thz presence of the Varabed, tiey daved not
speak together openly. 1t was even with
difieulty, and with much fear and wembling,
that they found an opportunity of uniting
together in prayer under the trees of the
garden, bat without reading, or otherwise
¢ren speaking together. Lhe uext morning
it two separated, aud that was the first ¢-
vangelical prayer the pilgrim brother at
Marsovan, whose heart the Lord had open-

R

ed by the tracts, had ever in his lifelistened
fo, and from that time, some cight years
meve, he never saw a preacher nor o Chris-
tian Drother till thespring of last year, when
My, Powers made his fivst visit 0 Marso-
van.  Irom-that visiv the revival of God's
work commenced in that town.

Sueh hastorical tissues of Divine Provi-
dener and grace are wonderlully insiructuve
and cncouraginz.  What a host of them
will there be, what immortal volumes of
tiiem unvolled,

When God males un the blest account

£ nattves in his holy mount!

What inay not God see fit 1o accomplish
by the smallest instrumentalities we set in
motion! The leaves of a single tract, float-
ing, as it were on the wings of the wind,
may lisht where they shall prove the rege-
neraiion of & nation.

(From Cunetd ¢ Missionary Record.)
AMPTIS MISSION.
To the F:dior of i Jlecord.
Dueris, Angase 17th, 1852,
Dear Sin—

Having been requested by the Secreta-
ry of our Studenis’ Missionary Society, to
send you a few lines for the September num-
ber of the 2lecors/—thongh [ lrave litde news
ty inferest or gratify my Iellow siudenis, and
o:hers who feel interested in the evangelisa-
tion of our poor benighted fellow-country-
me, ihe Prench Canadians—yet it may be
sowme safistaction to the fiicuds of ihe Stu-
denis® Misaonary JAs<ociation, 10 see o few
exirac's from my Joarnal.

May r10th. Arrived in a schooner at Me-
1.

14th. Went up to see the school—heard
the children say their lessons, and was pleas-
ed wib theiv progress.  The scholars were
sixx Iecnen aind one Xuglish.

16ih. Sabbash. Afier the Unglish serviee,
Tield 2 mecting in the school house,in French,
in the sonernooin.  Present, four French’Ca-
padinns. I was a little surprised to see one
of them. After the meering Ihad an oppor-
funi:y of speaking’ to others, who came in.
1Iad orcasion io sce awlul Sabbath descera-
tion. Moei several caris on their way down
10 ikie bearh for hierring from the fisherics;
spoke to them a5 I passed.

1710 Visiied a person who has been for
some time reading the Bible, and hias, I
trust, been delivered from the soul-destroy-
in power of Ilome. May he now find Christ.
He told me of auoiher who was desivous to
et it Bible; he gave him his own, and I
told him 1o get anothier in its stead from the
schoolmaster.

20th. Visited three houses—was not long
in the last of the three which I visited, till
three or four men came in and sat down,
while 1 continued my conversation.  Soon
afier seveval otliers came in. X now chang-
ed the subjecet to the simple Gospel. Dur-
ing the time I was xeading the 53rd of Isa-
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iah, part of the ard chapter of John, and a
portion of the 2nd chapier of Poul's Epistle
to the Ephesians, and exponding them brief-
1y, 1 suppose upwards of twenty persons
came in—most of them listened artentively.
1 lefr, anad went on my way, rejoicitez that
the Lord had disposed so many to come te
that house to hiear his word.

2tst. Visited the school to-day; seven
French Canadian childven present.

24th. Held a mecting yesterday  (Sub-
bath) in the school house. Dresent. cight
or ten French Canadians. Read Psalm
34th : expounded diatt. v. 20,

o7, Went up to the school to-day:
found that the priest had been down amongst
the pavents, threatemne them w th excom-
municaijon if they did vot take theiv chil-
dren away from ourschool. Inconsequence
of this, five or xix children waie tahen away;
swo or three new ones having come, there
are still five or six attending.

31¢t. Met yesterday, (Sabbath.) in the
school house, as usual.  The Rowish Bish-
op having come down from Quebiee, there
were few present. I observed some intelli-
gent French Canadians at our English ser-
vice in the forenoon.

June 7th. lad meeting as usual yester-
day, in the school house—six 0. seventrench
Canadiaus present. There came two French
Canadians to the English service in the
morning.  One of them on entering the door,
fell upon his knees and erossed himse!f, nt-
tering a short prayer; they remained dur-
ing the singing of the second psalin. and
sceing that the sermon was to be in Xng-
lish. they left

8ilt Travelled to-day about fourteen or
fifice.. miies vound the parvish.  Visiied the
house of the person meniioned on the 17th
of May, as having It Popery—his maiher,
in great distress about him. had conie to see
if she could not reclaim him. Sioppel ata
person’s honse ied Jast year——:ceims now
willing 10 hear—read and prayed.  Looked
in to sce the school—four or five French
children present—the teacher said he had o
promise oi others.  Calied at a house where
1 found one of the New Testamcuts which I
brouzht down last year—read pavi of the
fourth chapter of John—a poor soul listen-
ing, said: O but it is good in it "—mean-
ing, in the New Testament.  Visited a mian
who, last year, scemed inclined to foiiow ihe
word of God ; but the priest haviug put in-
to his hands for a while, the Romish Tesia:
ment with notes, making him believe that
these notes, which so  pervert the text.
arc to be receivea as the inspired word of
God itsclf! ! f—has apparcatly turted him
aside from the truth—he still, however, reads
the New Testament. Coming to & house
which I had visited twice last year, the door
was immediately shut—I knocked, but got
no answer, so I weat away.
* kX ¥ *

* =
SausEL KEDEY.
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GENERAL PROGRESS OF Mis
SIONS.

The London Watckman contains the
following eratifying particulars respect.
ing the general progress of the missiona-
Iy cause i—

Recent aceounts from the varions mis-
sions in India afford ample proot” of the
progress of Christianity, and of the de-
ciining influence of Hindulsm; and dis.
tinctly show that a crisis in the relicions
condition_of that great and gopulous
cowrtry is rapidly approaching. The
Lnglish chaplain at Juboulpur in Cen-
ral India, writes :—

* The change which has recently taken
place in the native mind is so remarka-
b!c, as to form the suliject of common
discourse amongst both native and Ey-
ropeans, namely, that the Ilindus are
fast deserting theiridols and the worship
of them.  Doth Iindusand Mussulmans
are willing to listen to the Holy Scrip-
tures, and acknowledge their excellence,
There is an unnsual demand for Chyis-
tian books, and many pundits are inquir-
ing dilizenly into these things”

The American wissionaries at Madu-
ra, in Southern India, say that there is
not in that district a town, villase, or
hamlet, in which they could not, as faras
the feelings of the people are concerned,
estublish schools and Christian instrueti-
on to any extent. They further state
that they are surrounded by a population
arcater than half’ that of the United
States, throughont the whole of which a
way is prepared for the preaching of the
gospel; and that they scldom  pass
through the streets of the towns and vil-
lagzes without being assailed by the questi-
ou, * Why do you not send a missionary
here?  We will receive him gladly ; we
will seud our children to your schools;
you must not pass us by.”

This stare of preparation for the -
ception of Christian instruction is not
peculiar to the people of Central and
Southern India, all the mission stations
throughout the whole of that great con-
tineat are become doers of entrance 10
more remote and extensive ficlds of Ia-
bour, whither ithe Scriptures and other
religious books have, in many instances,
found their way, and excited desires
which nothing but Christianity can satis
fy. Wint is uraenty required to meet
the present awakening state of religioss
feeling in India, is a large supply of well
qualified European missionaries, whos
sole business it shall be to go from city
to city, and village to village, preaching
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the gospel and distributing the Serip-
tures throughout the entire mass of the

opulation ~ Could this be accomplished,
it would form a prand era in the history
of the Indian missions,

An official notice 'from Borbay has
been extensively circulated thwough Asia,
in scveral languages, establishing two
commercial fairs in Scinde—one at Ku-
rachi, to commence on December 1st,
and Jast sixty days; the other at Sukkur,
aboat two hundred miles inland, to com-
mence on January st, and last forty-live
days,—the Iast India Company under-
taking to provide for the preservation of
order and the prevention of crime wken
the traders meet  These fairs, it is ex-
pected, will furnish an inlet to the al-
most unknown natons of Central Asia,
and will, doubtless, Le taken advantage
of by missionaries in Western India.

The aspect of affairs in the Burmese
emp're seems to indicate that one of the
events likely to arise out of the present
war will be 1he opening of that country
to the messengers of the gospel and to
Ciiristian civilizion. Al classes of the
nation are imploring British protection.
They express themselves sick of a tyran-
1y to whose ravages they have been long
exposed, under which “lifc, fame, pro-
perty, and families are not worth five
winutes purchase.” The Karen Chris-
tians have been long praying for the
English to come and take their country
and give them liberty; and now that
there is some appearance of their pray-
ers being answered, they are watching
the ¢vems of the war with intense inter-
et The Karens are a portion of the a-
boriginal inhabitants of the country who
occupy all the mountain regions of the
southern and eastern portions of the Bur-
mese territory,—many of whom are Chuis-
tians, under the care of native evange-
lists, who some years ago introduced the
gospel among them.  They are a patri-
archal prople, whose tradiions have so
much of a Scripture character as to have
led some to conclude that they are of the
dJewish race.This, however, is very impro-
bable. It ismore likely that these tra-
ditions are faint vestiges of primitive
christianity. The Karens, wherever they
have been met with, have manifested
great readiness to receive the gospe:.

The hopes excited by the recent ac-
cession of Chau-fa-Mongkut to the throne
of the kingdom of Siam appear about to
berealized. That enlightened and libe-
7al prince bas invited the Awmerican mis-
sionaries,who were driven from the coun-
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try by the persecution of his predecessor,
to return to Bankok, the capital. promis-
ing them protection, and expressing a de-
sire to bave lus subjects instructed by
them. ‘Uhiey have accordingly renewed
their latours in that populous city, and
find themselves at liberty to preach the
gospel thronghout the lengrh and breadth
ofthe kingdom. The missionaries’ wives
are also, atthe special request of the
King, who Las a areat love for learning,
engaged in teaching his royal sisters and
the ladies of his harem the English lan-
guage.

In China, the members of the respec-
tive missions arc actively engaged in
preaching the gospel and prometing
christan cducation  Scriptural know-
ledge is becoming widely diffu-ed among
the people, and comsiderable numbers
are, {rom tune fo time, being added to
the churehes.  Notwithstanding the state-
ments that have appeared respecting the
genernl eduenion of the Clunese, it is
found that a large majority of them are
unable to real their own books This
must neeessarily be the case, as it is ac-
knowledged by educated natives that it
requires many vears' study to master the
wrdien language of China.  The missi-
onaries are therefore endeavouring, by
the use of the Roman alphabet, to give
them a literature in their spolen lan-
guage. With this view several small
works have been prepared and printed,
and the practicability of teaching the na-
tives to read the colloquial lansuage by
means of a foreizn alphabet bas been
tested in some of the mission schools—
The result has been encouraging—chil-
dren have been able to read and under-
stand such books in the short peried ofa
few months. Should this undertaking
prove nltimately successful, it will great-
ly contribute to facilitate missionary la-
bours in China.

1t will be a gratification to other Pro-
testant Missionary Churches to find that
the Wesleyan Society is about to ex:end
its operations tothe Chinese empire, and
has appoinied three agents to that vast
ficld ot missionary enterprise.

The prospeers of Africa are daily
brightening. Treaties have been con-
cluded by our naval commanders with
the King of Dahomey and all the Afri-
can chiefs whose rule extends along the
Bight of Benin, for the total abolition of
the slave trade, which is at present en-
tirely suppressed in those parts. Itises-
timated that there are on the coast of
Woestern Afyica 50,000 native christians.
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The Church of England Saciety has com-
menced a mission at Lagzos, wlich pro-
mises to become a highly important stati-
on. The whole of the interior of the Yo-
ruba country is open to missionaries, al}d
the people arc remarkably disposed in
favor of christianity. The Yoruba lan-
guage—a vocabulary of which has re-
cently been published—is supposed to be
spoken by a population amounting to
5,000,000, The Yorubans are congre-
gated in larze towns, some of which con-
tain from 60,00 to 70,0110 inhabitants.—
The Church Mission at Abbeokute is
making urgent anpeals for a large in-
crease in the numbder of Luropean la-
bourers.

Mr Livingston Las published an inte-
resting account of the newly discovered
country in South Africa, northward of
Lake Npami. Ile deseribes itasa coun-

try abounding in deen rivers, whose

banks are densely poonulated by a black,
strong race, who possess  considerable
knowledge of the usclul arts. A way i3
prepared for the introduction of christi-
anity, inasmuch as the Scchuana lan-

uage—inro which the Seriptures have

een translated—is in gcieral use among
the natives. DMr. Livingston bas deter-
mined on immeddiately commencing @ 1is-
sion in this remote resion.

The American missicnaries meet with
encouracing success in their labours a-
niong the Zalus. There are in connec-
tion with thatmission nine churches, con-
taining 166 members, of whom st venty-
five are women, a promising feature a-
mong & people whe have long regarded
women as articles of merchandize, and
valued them according o their ability to
labour in the ficlds.

Among the aborizines of America, re-
siding wihin the limits of the U. States,
there are, according to the latest reports,
54 ordained missionaties belonging to
ten different sccicties, 9464 communi-
cants, and 2402 scholars in boarding and
day schoals.

Among the Jews in the United States
—supposed to amount to nearly 101,600
—there are, it 15 said, hundreds who be-
lieve that Jesus is the Messiah, but hav-
ing never experienced: the power of the
gospel, they have not moral courage to
avow their conviction. Some of their
teachers also acknowledge ihat they have
no confidence i Judaism as a system
for salvation, and secretly rejoice that
christianity preseats to their people an
antidote to their sorrows, and a solace in
their dispersion.—Edinburgh Witness.
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FREE CHURCH COLLEGE
FOR THE
LOWER PROVINCES OF
BRITISH NORTH AMERICA,
EMBRACING
NOVA SCOTIA, NEW BRUNSWICK,
PRINCLE EDWARD’S ISLAND, AND
NEWFOUNDLAND.
HE session of this Colleae will'be open.
ed, God willing, on TUESDAY. the
second of November, when the RRev. Wilii.
am Lyall, Professor of Mental and Moral
Philosophy, will deliver an Introductory
Address, in Chalmers’ Churceh, at seven o'
clock in the evening.
Students will be enrolled for the different
classey immediately after the Introductory
Address is concluded. i

Theology, Church History, and Hebrerw,
LLV. PEOPESSOR KING.

Mental an@d Meral Philosophy, with Gene
ral and Classieal Literature,
REV. PROVESSOR LYALL.
Halifax, Sept. 27ih,, 1852,

Free Church Academy.
THAUCIIERS:
Mr. Grone: Muxno, Rector,
M Jaues Fowrer,
M. N MeKay.
THISINSTITU TION WILLBE
re-opencd on WeDMLsDAY, the st of Sep-
tember,
The mode’of instruction followed out ja
it, has acquired for it a bizh standinzas s

@aecipations which were enteiained re-
pecting ehicieney, both in instruction and
d.scipline, have been fully realized,

While the Academy Board intends that
the course should seenve a thorough Eng-
lish Education, they provide especially for
the instruction of those who might be desi-
rous of following out the study of the Clas-
sies and Mathematices. hey thercfore
feel confident in recommending it as an In-
stitation well fitted for wiving a solid Eng-
lish Education, as well as admirably adapt:
ed for preparing for a higher Collegiate
Course.
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