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ALFABETIC STUDIZ.

1I.—Suape VeweLs.

Besides the twelv vowels which ar by
almost general counsent agreed to as
herd in our fanguage and which we hav
givn categorically and exemplified at
p. 18, ther is another clas called Shade
Vowels. 1 hyfe, p. 54. defines » Shade
Yowel as ‘one that does not differ very
strikingly from some standard one with
which it is allied but yet is sufficiently
distinet to entitle it to an independent
existence.” He says further ‘ther ar 6
wel.recognized Shade Vowels ... but
it by no means'follows that these ar the
only ones that can possibly be produst
Theoretically speaking, ther is no limit
to the number of sounds. . . . So far,
then, as Shade Vowels ar concerned,
they consist of those sounds which al-
tho not the most obviusly distinet ar
sul sutliciently so to admit of separat
recognition.’

But these fine distinctions ar baneful
to a practical alfabet. The more dis-
tinctions the worse unles they ar quite
necessary, whether one six ov twenty.
As opposed to them we quote:

L. ©Only broad and wei defined dis
tinctions shud be made."-HeraLp p 8.

2. The statement of the Indepeadent
writer. See Heraup p. 18.

3 “The alfabet of a great nation
mus! be sever ely simpl."— S.R. 4., Bul.’5.

4. **An alfabet intended for use by a
vast community need not attempt an
exhaustiv analysis of the «lements of
speechor a representation of the nicest
varieties of articalation. - imweM 19,

5. T'he general opinion that we
must not do 00 much hair spliting.

. All of this is not novel but has long
becn insisted on. In a pamflet printed

in London in 1724, bearing the title:
~The many Advantages of a good Lan-
guage to any Nation.' it is stated: “ds
letters and distinctions’ cannot be so
nunierous as to paint all the divisions
of sounds which all tungs strike, small
differences shud not be minded.”

Inshowing that fine division conflicts
with such simplicity as an alfabet re-
quires, (however desirabl and perhaps
necessary it may be for dictionary pur-
poses.) we miglt consider the question
as disposed of -~the very term Shade
implies that a slight diflerence only is
exprest. Inasmuch as this summary
disposal may not ba accepted by others
than those who wish 2 12 vowel alfabet,
it wii be proper to consider them as a
clas. . This we shal do in our next study.

Bear in mind that what we seek is a
practical alfabet for popular use: the
dictionary malkeris at liberty to denote
as many shades of sound (ther ar but
12 vowel sounds) as his ear or whims
may dictate.

CONTRACTIONS.— Employment
of these and what they represent may
be explained as follows: Prolonging
the second stroke of u or w downward
indicates that a ysound precedes each.
Then u becomes (; and w, ©. They
may be considered as composed of y
blended with u and u respectivly and
hence ar called contractions. Their
capitels ar i and {{. Contractions ar
not innovation or unherd of novelty,
eitherin language in general or in ours
in particular. Thus we uze Xx not as
a letter for a singlsound but for the
compound sounds cs (or ks) and gz, as
in cctra, cxist.  So Zzis uzed always as
a contraction for #s (or dz) in German
and Jtalian.
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MINIMUM § MAXIM UM .—Misun-
derstanding has arisen: in our prospec
tus we stated that min. of change from
ordinary speling wud be the Five Rules,
max. its own letter for each vowel. In
erly issues our speling was a little be-
yond min., involving certain principls,
In ]ast and present issues we hav kept
closely to the Five Rules and shal doso
until & new min. is proposed, which we
hope to do shortly. Below the min,
the question is uot cpen or debatabl.
Between min. and mazx., ther is a fair
and open fisld. We hope to see min.
graduzally raised as fast as ther is about
unanimusagreemen t-—CONCORDIASALVS.
Beyond the maz.—involving new con.
sonants—all is Utopian or visionary, at
hest theoretical. It is good, in some
respects necessary, to hav views beyond
the max. They shud be held in theory
only. ‘The time to practis is not yet.

U.S.S.R.4. MEETING was held at
New Haven, Gonb., 9th July. Report
set forth that large number of letters
of enquiry receivd proved increast int-
erest by peopl generally. Manyexprest
dissatisfaction with alfabet of Assoen,
discontent being based almost wholly
on their alfabet giving the vowels ‘Ro-
man’ insted of ‘English valwes. The
repors recommends Assoc n to pablish
& popular expuosition of its difabet giv
ingiin detail reasons that led to choice
of each letter or rule as against every
other letter or rule proposed.* It rec-
ommends employing e men to giv bis
whole time fo agitation by eorrespond-
ence, personal interviews and adreses
thruout the country. Rev.Dr Wayland
reported for Philadelphis Branch; Mr
A, Fernald, for N.Y, Branch, Chicago
and San Francisco Branches alse repors.
Besides the summer meeting, one wil
be held each year in last week of Degc.
in N.Y. Prof. hMaxrch, of Lafayette Col.,,
wasre elected President. —- #. Educator

[*Mosturgently needed just now—
convincing reasons, not arbitrary dog-
matism. Agreement on an alfabet wil
then come natursily and finally. No
one 20w sees beyond the narrow circle
of his own partisl views.~—Eprroz, ]

WHY hav we doubl I's in full and
Jill'when sing! ones ar enough i1n fulfil?

ge¥Tae JurNat oF AMER. ORTHOEPY,
publisht at Ringos N. J., devotes the
whole of its May-June 85 number to
opinions of many activ worikersas to an
improved 12 vowel alfabet. A sampl
of Pitmun s in its four stages, by | it
man himseit,is givn;as is also two other
very good, but not quite the very best,
alfabets. “We bid yu be of hope, 'gen-
tlemen. We ar muking progres. Only
keep the ebullition going - do'nt s:op
—and we shal succeed. As agitation
stops, the melten mas wil erystalize
into alfabetic forms, the new as beutiful
asthe old Roman letrsand in harmony
with them. Don't talk sentiment but
work. Begin work by remiting $] for
a year s subseription to the Jurnal—at
wny rate,send 15 c.for the dubl number.

#a Mr. A L. Banororr, 721 Market
St , San Francisco, Cal.. recently prez-
ented an improved. alfabet tu the Cal.
ifornia State Teachers’ Association, It
provides separat shapes for 41 distine-
tions ov sound. 1t baz been publisht,
being engraved on & large sheet with
lithograft exampl ov its script. 'Thoz
interested in alfabetics shud remit {0
cents for a copy. ‘-Prove, [i. e. try,}
all things; hold fast what iz good.”
Every alfabet shud be ¢‘seasond” twe
years before public presentation. We
believ that Mr. B. haz net yet givn e
printed exampl.

+‘SogooLMasTER 6 KINGLISE."—Prof..4.
S.Hill, of Harvard, in an articl on Eag.
lish in Schools, in Harper's Monthly for
Jane, p. 127, says: ‘Among the things
‘which teachers of every clas shud avoid
is what I muss be pardoned for calling
¢Schoolmasters English.’ All those
whose busines brings them in <ontach
with young minds, and who ar to.a
great extent cut off from infercourse
with the world of men and vomen, ar
apt to attribute undue importance.to
petty matters to insist upon rules in
cases where. the best usage leaves frae-
dome of choice; to prefer bookish and
dignified waysof puting things toeasy
and natural ones,

A or @7 A er (2—Left over til next.

S. R. A mesans Speling Reform
Assaciation,

— T
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Scuoornmaster's OuTHOEPY.—As to
pronouncing ask, fast. grass, etc.. as
ask fast gras, ete., nsted of saying
ask fast, gras, ete., Phyte says, p. 64:
{1t is the first shade vowel. A:regards
its woditication it is midway between
a* and a Leing the slightest modifica-
tion by the tongue and palat that is
practically possivl 1 It is said to hav
come into use'in the U.S. comparativly
recontly.f It i3 seldom correctly givn §
and most persons ar not even aware of
its existence.§ The ear requires some
trainimg to distinguish it || and vocal
organs some praotice to produce it.§
A proper use of this sound indicates a
relativly high degree of culture¥ in
the art of pronunciation.*® Beginers
find it difficult to employ it with ease.§
After having once lernd to produce it
it requires practice to giv 1t redily {t
and one shud acquaint himself with
the list of words in which it occurs, i}
In America ther 1s a tendenc, towards
a‘nasality m speech . . ... 1 part
counteracted by mnchning m direction
of Italian a.'§§

[*As in arm. 1So very slight that we
cannnt tel it from a iExetio then,
or not indigenus when such & hot hous
proces becomes necessary—els wud
grow naturally. $§Indeed! [lAnother
exampl of our neglectea education.
ST Bostonculchaw? **How ar the million
Tom, Dick and Harry, to acquire it?—
Is it wel to cultivite this artificial andso
unnatural shibboleth as & caste barrier
batween culchawed npper-tendom and
the mases who wil never acquire it? —
+tIs not such stramed pronunciation
unnatural? In trying to givit o in oz
1wapttobegivm  1{This means keep a
dictionary at hand and prdctis away at
1t until yur affertation is not.-noticeabl.
From all -uch schoolmaster s pedantry
and general thraldom Good Lard. de
hiver us. §§As m wrm or father. In
other words,if we shade away from the
broad open sound 1 father 1n attempts
to giv this difficult modulation we ar
liabl to nasslity. Isit not wiser to keep
clear of the shade vowel, not following
them who uze it lest, in prénunciation,
evil communications corrupt what is
nevertheles very good manners?— Eb.]}

WHY do,we spglws'peak with.cand @
when its cognate speech hasdubl.e?
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MR TueoporE TURNER. — Grip, pub-
lisht at Toronto, always trenchant and
pointed, is the Punck of Canada. The
above cut appeared in its Holiday no.,

lately out, It represents Mr T.Turner
in the act of presenting his card which
reads Phthiaudorps Phtholonolo, and in
an extravagantly humorous colloguy,
explaining and insisting that he has a
right to spel his name as he pleases, if
justified by analogy, as thus: phth for
Th, as in phihisis; i for e, machine; au
for o, fuut; arps for orc, corps; phth for
T, phthisic; olon for urn, colonel; and if
o0 on spels urn, then olo spels wr ore-.
‘The caricaturist's art is & help in ex-
posing the absurdities and incongrui-
ties of current orthografy.

Bow SgouLp { PRONOUNOE? OR THE ARTOP
Corrgor PRONUNGIATION. A Manvan
for Schoois,Colleges,and Private Use,
by W. H. P. Phyfe, N. Y., Putnam's
Sons, 1885, p.305 small [2mo. $1.25

It is true that Etymology arose with-
in 50 years, a3 Cox has said, p. 24: It
is quite as true that accurat Orthoepy
wil be considered as having arisen: in
the last quarter of the present century.
The book before us is part of the liter-
ature of progresiv Orthoepy. FPhyfe,
whose preface is dated from N. ¥.City,
while writing & manusl, has contribut.
ed to that progres. The sounds of the
language, their composition,formation
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and clasification, ar fully givn., He
makes IS distinctions in the vowels,
viz. the 16 exemplitied on p 17, thit
{17th) herd in dog, orange, ete. (which
we hold to be but a short form of that

oftpring. they put the vowel in o. in
this clas of words for which vowe. they
hav commonly a more shapely letter,
Pitman 1s the most notabl sinner in

; this respect: but he is not alone. Wear

in fork,) and lastly that in carti—twelv | horse, etc., is spelt wor, hors.” ete.,

distinet vowels aud six explicitly ealld
shadr.  Pronunciation is indicated by
diacriticil marks which ar Websterian,
but W. isadvanst on in indicating the

altho wor, hors ete  alone consists
with hisalfabet, Wivii Phyfe, we believ
that the vowel is more akin to that in
forl than to thatin ov. His statement

quality of the vowels in unaccented iat p. 179 is both trne and important:

syllabls which W. leaves unmarkt in
altogether do as yon please way. Wor
cester. on the other hand maiks about
everything unaccented as -obscure --
positivly bad as favoring a muwmblirg,
indistinct. muttering obscore or very
slovenly pronunciation which is to be
deprecated and shund as an American
sin. We prefer Webster snon comm:tal
way to this; but Phy{e commits himself,
in mo~t cases rightly, but often ques
tionably. The determination of the
quality of the vowels in unaccented
syllabls is one of the problems now de-
manding asatistactory solution. Before
1900, let us hope, the Newton of Orth
oepy wil come and pat this and much
els to rights. [fe givs the pronuncia-
tion,according to both Web. and Wor.,
of over a thousand words often mispro-
nounced. The O in the large clas of
words of which cxtor, sorry, soften serv
as exampls is givn as the vowel in doy
and orange;and this we considera great

hyory, omy or nomy, like a vowel, form
the basis of :v syllabl,as in Zuble puper,
spasm. often.”  ‘The publishers fiame
is suflicient guavantee of excellence in
the mike up of the voluma. [t shud
be studied bv every one interested in
the progres of Urthoepy.

EXYPERINENTATION. —¢‘Fonme
speiing is yet in a tentativ siage - not
becauz it is not certain what sounds
enter into the composition of a word;
but beciuz ther has not been enough
experimenting with letters of difterent
shapes to enable us ¢o say just which,
ones ar easie~t to the eye and of the
most historic value. Nor can this be
done at once. Many thousand trials,
that hav not yet been made,alone can
lead us to a knowledge as to which
characters ar of the most economic
value. ’—Jur. Am. Orthoepy.

Mr Evias LoNuLEY, of Cincinnati, O.,

advance. They ar commonly givn with | o veteran. sterling and activ advocate
the 9 in ox, not, butile, ete. Nearly all | of Simplified Speling wil stay with his
who uze new letters take the latter, ' family at Los Angelos, Cal., for a year;
being driven thereto, in violence to'being in il helth. [Ie has lately made
prevailing good orthoepy, by having  important changes 1n his alfubet all in
chosen n tad shape as o, for the vowel | the right direc.on. Meantime, his pa-
in nor, then, to avoid this shape. thas | per, the Fonetic falucator, is publisht
coniesrdly ugly io themselvsaltho par | with increast vigor by Mr E. N. Miner
eats ar known to be partial to their|at 737 Broadway, N.Y.
e SR e 4 e

THE TEN RULES.

Omit a from the digraf e when pronounst as ¢ short, as hed, helth. spred.
Omit silent ¢ after & short vowel, as in hav, giv, liv, definit. hostil, simpl.
. Write f for ph in such words as alfabet fantom. camfor, filosofy. telegraf.
When a word ends with a dubl consonant, omit the last, as in shal, clif, eg.
Change ¢d tinal to ¢ where it has the sound of { as in lasht. imprest, fist.
Drop silent ¢ when foneticaly useless, as ia leav, griev, seemd, vinyard tild
. Wiite f for gh when so sounded, as in tuf, enuf, vuf| sluf; -
. Drop one of dubl consonants when useles, as in apear, skind, kist, whipt.
9, Drop u and uc when foneticaly useles, and change o and on into « when so
sounded, as gard, catilog, leag, harang, tung, ruf. yu. yuth
10, Change s to z in distinctiv words, as use (noun), uze (verb), houze, (verb.)
[The Sth rule is but an extension of the 4th and so includes it.]
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