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interest. -
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Director. . :

4. Careful instraction is given in the |
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by & genial religions atmosphere.

Rtk

This College may claim-special consideration from Presbyterian parents because it is their own.
institution in thiscountry furnishes an cdueation better :Eﬁxp:ea to develolp : Christian No

womanhood at once strong, inteilipent and refined. the primary aim beingto fitonr
daughters for their Juture doties in the Horae, the Church and'Social life.
Wrile jor CALENDAR, )

REV. W. D. ARMITRONG, M.A, D.D. MRY. J. GRANT NEEDHAN

- President, . Lady Principal.




The

Home Study Quarterly

Rev. R. Douglas Fraser, D.D., Editor
Rev. J. M. Duncan, B.D., Associate Editor

Vol. XIII.

The Geography Lesson—with map, the
Oriental Sidelight, and topics For Discussion,
are the three new features of the Home Stupy
QuarTERLY. Besides, now that the require-
ments of the younger scholars are provided
for in the INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY, the
Lesson Explained, the Lesson Questions, and
A Lesson for Life, are shaped to meet the
needs, specially, of the older scholars and the
members of the Home Department. It
cannot be too often repeated that the use of
the QUARTERLY is to help in mastering what
the Bible says, not, in any sense, nor ever,
tobe a substitute for that Book of books.

e

Going to the Communion

In most of our Presbyterian churches there
is a call to the communion table cvery three
months, in many of them more frequently.

It is & joy that seems to grow sweeter to
God’s snints the older they become ; and
there is not one of those lovely Christian old
people,—of whom every congregation hus
some,—whois not eager that the young people
and the children should come, too. None of
themselves, who came when they were young,
regret it now. Their hearts are very glad,
as are the hearts of parents and teachers,
and minister, when the boys and girls thus
confess their faith in Christ, their willingness
tc obey Ilim, and their readiness to serve
under His banner.

And why should the boys and girls not
come ? .

Too young # Most of those who read this
are twelve, at least. That was Jesus’ own
age, when He went up with His parents to the
great feast at Jerusalem, which corresponded
to our comnmunion. No Christian, lovking
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back to his own boyhood, will tell you that
twelve is too young. Many have come to the
Lord’s table sooner. .

Too shy ? You are not too shy to nestle
close up to father or mother, and thus show
you love them ; not too shy to let every one
know, if there be need for it, that you will
stand up for brother or sister, or teacher, or
friend. Tt surely cannot be shyness that
will hold anyone back from coming, when
your very best and most loving Friend calls,
and from letting all the world know that He
is his Friend.

Too weak f Afraid that you will not be
able to hold out ? But then,it is Christ
that holds you, rather than you that hold
to Christ. And His promise is very sure
and very strong, that His grace will be
sufficient for cach day, and all the days.
In Christ, the weakest becomes strong.

‘When the next announcement of the com-
munion is made, will you not forgét that you
are young, and shy, and weak, and think only
of how much Christ loves you, and how
great a joy it will be to Him, if you will come
to His Table with His people ?

e

A Life of Adventure
By Esther Miller

Away in the East, by the ancient river
Euphrates, stands Tr of the Chaldees.

Looking back across the ages at the life of
Abraham, who was born there, we are apt to
think of it as a life of monotonous peace, spent
i quict pastoral duties or in meditation at his
tent door. But the lifc of the child born in
‘“the city of fire” las another side. Ile
was destined to travel far, and have many
eXxciting experielces.



2 How to Make Your Class Bigger

His first journey was taken when his father,
with all his houschold, mdved north to the
city of Hurun. It was the fushion for all the
family connection to settle down together ;,
but Abreham’s fate was to be different. In
Haran, he received a call from God to 2 foreign
land.

He must have had strong fuith in the pro-
mise that lhe would one day becume o great
nation in that new country, for the expedi-,
tion upon which he set out required much
courage. There were chances of trouble
ahead in a foreign land, and the journey itself
was dangerous. Robbers abounded on the
lonely mountains, and wild beasts came out
to attack the unwary. But the hLeroic Abra-
ham had two great qualities that make for
courage—physical bravery, and an abounding
faithin God. What did it matter that he was
leaving home and friends, to travel over a
dangerous route into the hostile land of the
Canaanites ? His God had commanded him
to go; and he was content. -

His faith was rewarded, and his home estab-
lished in Canaan. But he had not been long
seitled in the new country before famine
drove him out of it. Once more he gathered
all his houschold together, and this time
journeyed to Egypt. Over the 150 miles of
desert between Canaan and Egypt, the cara-
van moved slowly, stopping to camp wherever
water was found ; and its leader must have
bad many a difficulty to encounter.

When, by and by, he returned to his own
country, he was soon in the midst of another
adventurous expedition. The news cume to
Abraham, that a hostile army had raided
Sodom ; and, besides much plunder, had
carried away his nephew Lot, with all his
possessions.  Abraham’s life of change and
adventure had prepared him to meet cmer-
gencies. Arming a band of his servants, he
set off in swift pursuit. Over.hill and vailey,
rocky road and torrent, for miles he chased
the marauders, and finally routed them in a
night battle. The enemy fled in hot haste,
but Abrasham followed them as far as
Hobah, gallantly rescued his nephew, and
the slolen treasure, and returned home.

When age crept on, Abrahamm did settle
into a quiet, pastoral life, and we see him
sitting peacefully in the shade of a wide-

spreading trec before Lis tent door.  But his
early life was one of change and adventure ,
it was a life, too, of faith, and therefore
of courage and success.

T
My Soul

My soul shall be a telescope,
Searching the distant bounds of time and
space,
Thut somehow I may image, as I grope,
Jehovah’s power and grace.

My soul & microscope shall be,
In all minutest providences keen
Jehovah’s patient thoughtfulness to see,
And read His love hetween.
—Amos R. Wells

e

How to Make Your Class Bigger
A TALK WITH THE SCHOLARS
By Rev. R. Douglas Fraser, D.D.

“But our classis big enough now,” does some
scholar say ? “ Not big enough,” is my
answer, *if either one of two things is
lacking.”

The first—all the boys or girls in the
neighborhoud, old enough to be in your class,

who are not going to any Sunday School.

You, who, have learned and know about Jesus,
that great Captainand Saviour, He makes His
messengers to bring others to His house to
study His holy word. What others 2. Those
nearest to your hand, any schoolmate, or
playmate, or neighbor boy or girl, who
needs to be brought.

“ But how ?”” A friendly word goes a long
way. There is not a scholar in Canada, out-
side of the Sabbath School, who might not be
brought in next Sabbath if every scholar now
attending were on the outlook, and would
give the outsider a kindly invitation to come.
And, indeed, if you are as enthusiastic abuut
your class as most are about their game:,
there will scarcely be need for an invitatios.
New boys in a day school are eager to ge.
into the school sports. They need no coax-
ing. It is they that do the coaxing, to get in.
If you “go in™ for your class, as you go in
for the school games, every other boy and girl
near by will want to join it, too.
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“Six Foot Three of Bone and Brawn?” 3

But there is another sort of class which is
not big enough. It may have every scholar
that can be got ; but stiliit is not big enough.
1t is not doing as big @ work as it might do. Is
it your class ? If s0, what can you do by way
of remedy ? Very much. In the first place,
you can be always present, and always on
time. The full class—not a single absentee,
and no scholar late, is the class that sets the
pace for 2 whole school. Then, _ u can have
your lesson well up. Gond recitations make
a class strong. And you can sing heartily.
Therzisthegiving, too. Big giving comes from
regular giving. Every scholar present each
Sunday, and each scholar with his or her ¢oin R
even if it be but a cent,—and the bulk of the
giving mounts up rapidly.

Big things are not necessarily great things
or good things ; but in the case of a class that
grows big by the bringing in of the thought-
less and careless, and by better attendance
and -better recitation, and heartier singing,
and larger giving—there can be no question.

%

¢ Six Foot Three of Bone and Brawn "
By Rev. J. M. Duncan, B.D.

The pioneer of our mission to Korea, Rev.
Wm. J. McKenzie, was a giant in stature, and
a stranger to fear. Many a time, as we learn
from the story of his life, by Miss
Elizabeth A. McCully, his strength and
courage stoodl him in good stead. Once
a Korean rebel chief abused Chris-~
tianity in  McKenzie's hearing, and
threatened the missionary’s life. McKenzie
replied, ‘“ that Christianity might be foreign
and bad, but Xorea wes in sad need of it just
now, for Christianity did not permit its
followers to murder the king’s office. 1, destroy
government property, rob defenceless country
folk and force them into the ranks of insur-
rectionists. The Iorean was nonplussed,
and as he saw Mr. McKenzie's six foot three
of bone and brawn striding away, concluded
he had better have nothing to do with him.”

We do not wonder that McKenzie wes
loved by all who knew him. For his heart
was as big as his body. During his college
vacations, boys flocked round him, filled with
admiring pridé in his rowing and skating,
boxing and ‘wrestling, painting and singing.

Among his' classmates he was a famou-

athlete, especially in Highlund sports, and a

champion boxer. Yet no one was ever

jealous of him, so charming was his over-
flowing good-humor and sparkling wit.

¢ Eighteen months in the ice,” is the title
given to a description of this hero mis-
sionary’s toils in Labrador. Here he knew
and loved everybody, down to “ Dan, the
Dirty Cook-Boy,” on board the steamer that
carried him from point to puint on the coast.

And this strong man was a very humble
and loving Christian, withal. At the close of
one of his Labrador days, he wrote in his
diary, “ It is blessed to live only for Jesus.”

In Korea, the memory of McKenzie will
never die. It was here that, for two years
before he died, he gave himself, with heart
and soul, to the work of winning the Koreans
to the Gospel. And he showed wonderful
skill and ingenuity in his methods. He
interested the boys in himself and his message
by his clever pictures drawn for their amuse-
ment. and had them come to him for instruc-
tion in athletics.
mised the story of a moose hunt, and a large
number came to hear, but, before they heard
the story of the sportsman, they had to listen
to the message and prayer of the preacher.

McKenzie’s courage did not fail him in the
perilous days of the war between China and
Japan. A brother missionary of another
church writes of him: “ He remained when
every other missionary fled for refuge. The
people brought their goods to him for safe
keeping. He faced the murdering assailants
alone, and their chief put up his sword and
called back his men.”

Loyalty to his Lord and Leader was in the
very blood of this -oble Canadian. His~
favorite hymn was—

‘“ Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go,
Anywhere He leads me in this world below.”
Such men are the proudest boast of thcir

church and country. Better than riches, is

it to have, even in small measure, the quali-
ties that shine out in their lives.

God is my strong salvation,
What foe have I to fear?
In darkness and temptation,
My light, roy help, is near,

One one occasion, he pro- * -



4 Bible Dictionary

BIBLE DICTIONARY FOR FIRST
QUARTER, 1907

A’-bel.  Sccond son of Adam; by calling
a shepherd. He was a righteous man (Matt.
23:35; 1 John 3: 12), and is one of the
herocs of faith mentioned in Hebrews, ch. 11.

A-bim’-e-lech. The personal name, or
official title, of a king of Gerar, in whose
country Isaac dwelt for some time, because
of a famine.

A’-bra-ham. The son of Terah, and the
first ancestor of the Hebrews, called the
father of the faithful, and the friend of God.

‘bram. The name at first borne by
Abraham.

Am’-o-rites. One of the tribes which
inhabited Canaan before its conquest by tbe
Hebrews (see Gen. 15: 21). This tribe be-
came so powerful, that its name was used for
the inhabitants of Canaan generally.

Ar’-a-rat. A region corresponding roughly
to modern Armenia, between the Caspian and
the Black Seas. ‘It was on one of the moun-
tains of this region, that the ark rested.

Beer-she’-ba. A town in the extreme
south of Judah. It was the southern limit of
Palestine, as Dan was the northern, so that
the ‘proverbial expression, “from Dan to
Beer-sheba,” signifies, from the extreme north
to the extreme south of the Holy Land.

Beth’-el. A place on the site of the
modern Beittn, about ten miles north of
Jerusalem, on a slight elevation, a little east
of the well-worn track from Jerusalem to
Shechem and the north.

Cain. The first-born son of Adam and
Eve. After the murder of Abel, he settled
in the land of Nod, castward of Eden, ahd
became the ancestor of a race which made
considerable advance in civilization (see
Gen. 4 : 16-22).

Ca’-na-an. The name mcans lowland,
and was at first given to the low-lying coast
line of Palestine, but afterwards to all the
lands west of the Jordan.

Ca’-na-an-ite. An inhabitant of Canaan.

Chal’-dees. A tribe whose early home
was in lower Babylonia. Advancing inland,
}.hey at last became the ruling class in Baby-

* loma.

E‘-gypt. That part of Africa watered by
the Nile, from the Mediterranean Sea to the
first cataract.

E’~sau. Son of Isaac and Rebekah, and
brother of Jacob. He took up his abede in
Seir, to the south of Judah, and became the
father of the Edomites.

‘-sek. Contention. The name of a well
dug by Tsaac in the valley of Gerar, which the
Philistine herdmen claimed, Gen. 26 : 20.

Ge’-rar. An ancient. city, carly occupied
by the Philistines. Most identify it with
ruins 6 miles south of Gaza. But some think
that it was 50 miles further south, in the
immediate vicinity of Iadesh.

Go-mor’-rah. One of the “cities of the
plain” (Gen. 13 : 12) destroyed in the days
of Abraham, Gen. 19 : 24, 25, -

Ha~i. The modern Haiyan, 2 miles east
of Bethel.

Har’-an. A busy commercial city of
Mescpotamia, 240 miles northwest of Nine-
veb, and 280 miles northeast of Damascus.
Here Terah, Abraham’s father, died.

‘-saac. The son of Abraham and Sarah.
The name signifies, He laugheth, or The
laughing one.

Ja’-cob. ‘‘Supplanter”, son of Isaac and
Rebekah, brother of Esau, and father of the
twelve patriarchs. He supplanted his bro-
ther Esau and gained possession of the birth-
right and his father’s blessing.

Rlain of Jor-dan. - A basin beginning
25 miles north of the Dead Sea, and apparent-
ly including the Dead Sea itself and t%e small
plain at its southern end.

La’-ban. Rebekal’s brother, to whose
home in Haran Jacob fled to escape from Esau.

Lot. The son of Iaran (Gen. 11 : 31) and,
consequently, nephew to Abraham. He be-
came a resident of Sodom and, when that
city was destroyed, he, with his two daughters,
was saved in answer to Abraham’s prayer.

Mo’-reh. An oal: tree and grove near
Shechem, beside which Abraham encamped
on his first arrival in Canaan.

No’-ah. Son of Lamech, a descendant of
Seth. Under God’s direction, he built the
ark before the flood, from which, with his
family, he was saved in the ark.

Pe-riz’-zite. A people of central Pales-
tine ; some think that they were not a
separate tribe, but simply the country folk
among the Canaanites, as distinguished from
the town-dwellers.

Phil’-is-tines. The ancient inhabitants
of the southwest corner of Palestine.

Re-bek’-ah. The daughter of Bethuel,
and the wife of Isaac (sec Gen. 25 : 20).

Re’-ho-both. A well dug by Isaac in
Gerar, Gen. 26: 22.

Sar’-ah. The wife of Abraham, married
to him in Ur of the Chaldees (see Gen. 11 :
28-31). Her name at first was Sarai.

Si‘-chem. Shechem, a place near which
Abraham camped, Gen. 12 : 6. It was after-
wards an important town, and was just 30
miles north of Jerusalem.

Sit"-nah. A well dug by Isaac in the
valley of Gerar, Gen. 26 : 21.

Sod’-om. One of the cities of the plain
destroyed in the days of Abraham. ]

Ur. An important ancient city, whose
ruins are now 6 miles south of the Euphrates,
on its right bank, and 125 miles from its
present mouth. B

Zo’-ar. One of the cities of the plain, and
apparently the smallest of them -(ch.” 19 :
20-223, to which Lot escaped when Sodom
was, destroyed. . .
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Order of Service 5

*AN ORDER OF SERYVICE: First Quarter

Opening Exercises

I. SILENCE.

1I. Tue Lorp’s PraYER (in concert).

III. SiNngiNg. Hymn 13, Book of Praise.
(It is expected that this hymn from the
Supplemental Lessons will be memorized
during the Quarter.)

IV. ResroNsiVE SENTENCES. Ps. 33:

1, 4-9.

Superintendent. Rejoice in the Lord, O
ye righteous :

School. For praise is comely for the up-
right. '

Superintendent. For the word of the Lord
is right;

School. And all His works are done in
truth.

Superintendent. He loveth righteousness
and judgment;

School. The earth is full of the goodness
of the Lord.

Superintendent. By the word of the Lord
were the heavens made;

School. And all the host of them by the
breath of His mouth.

Superintendent. He gathereth the waters
of the sea together as an heap :

School. He layeth up the depth in store-

houses.

Superintendent. Let all the earth fear
the Lord :

School. et all the inhabitants of the

world stand in awe of Him.
Superintendent. For He spake, and it
was done;
Superintendent and School.
ed, and it stood fast.
V. Sixcine.
O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for yeors to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home :

Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received her frame,
From nveilasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.
—Hymn 474, Book of Praise, vs. 1, 3.
VI. Pravrz.
VII. SivagiNg. Psalm or Hymn sclected.
VIII. Brsre Work. From the Supple-
mental Lessons.

He command-

IX. READING oF LEssoN PissaGe.

X. SivciNg. Psalm or Hymn selected.
(This Hymn may usually be that marked,
“From the PRIMARY QUARTERLY.”)

‘Class: Work

[Let tlus be cntzre J' undisturbed by Secrotary’s or
. is

brarian’s distribution, or otherwise,]

1. ROLL CaLL, by teacher.

XI. OrreriNg, which may be taken in a
class envelope, or class and report envelope.

IIX. Recrration. 1. Seripture Memiory
Passages from the Supplemental. Lessons,
or Memory Verses in Lesson Helps. 2.
Catechism. 3. The Question on Missions
from the Supplemental Lessons,

IV. Lesson Stupy.

Closing Exercises
" 1. ANROUNCEMENTS.

II. Smvcine. Hymn sglected.

III. Review FrOM SUPERINTENDENT'S
Desk; which, along with the Blackboard
Review, may include one or more of the
following items: Recitation in concert of
Verses Memorized, Catechism, Question on
Missions, Lesson Title, Golden Text, and
Heads of Lesson Plan. (Do not overload
the Review : it should be pointed, brief and

* bright.)

IV. Responsive SEnTENCEs. Ps. 102:
25-27.
Superintendent. Of -old hast Thou Iazd
the foundation of the earth :
School. And the heavens are the work
of Thy hands. .. .
Superintendent. They shall perish, but
thou shalt endure : yea, all of them shall wax
old like a garment;
School. As a vesture shalt thou change
them, and they sball be changed :
Superinlendent. But Thou art the same,
Superintendent and School. And Thy years
shall have no end.
V. SiNgiNG.
Let us, with a gladsome mmd
Praise the Lord, for He is kind :
For His mercies aye endure,
Ever faithful, ever sure.
—Hymn 17, Book of Praise.

VI. BenepicrioN, or CLosing PrayEer.

*Copices of the above ORDER OF SERVICE on scparate sheet may be had at soc. a hundred



6 God the

INDIAN REPRESENTATIOR OF THE UNIVERSE

This picture represents the ancient Hindu’s grotesque
view of the world. The heavens rest on the earth, the
earth on elephants, the elephants on a tortoise, while
the whole is surrounded by a serpent swallowing its
tail, the symbol of eternity.

Memorize vs. 1-3.%

1 In the beginning God created the heaven and
the earth. ..

2 And the earth was 1without form, and void;
and_darkness was upon the face of the deep. And
the 2 Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

3 i\nﬁlt God said, Let there be light: and there
was light.

4 And God saw the light, that i was good : and
God divided the light from the darkness.

5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness
he called Night. And 3the evening and the morning
*were the first day. )

6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the
midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters
from the waters.

d God made the firmament, and divided the
waters which were under the firmament from the
waters which were above the firmament : and it

was so.

8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And
3the evening and the morning $were the second day.

9 And God said, Let the waters under the heaven
be gathered together unto one place, and let the
dry land appear : and it was so.

10 And God called the dry land Earth; and the
gathering together of the waters called he Seas:
and God saw that it was good. .

11 _And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass,
¢ the herb yielding seed, and € the fruit tree 7 vielding
fruit after ®his kind, 9whose seed s in itself, upon
the earth : and it was so.

12 _And the earth brought forth . 1°and herb
vielding seed after 8his kind, and éthe tree 7 vieldin
fruit, Ywhose seed was in itself, after his kind : ang
God saw that it was good. 3

13 And 3the cvening and the morning 1 were the
third day. . . .

14 And God said, Let there be lights in the fir-

GOD THE.CREATOR

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 1 : 1-25.

Creator

January 6, 1907

A POREWORD—Tho Lessons for the year are
from the Old Testament, which was originally written
in Hebrew, and contains 39 books in all, divided, in the
Hebrew Bible, into: The Law, & books; The Prophets,
21 books; The Writings, 13 books. Perhaps the most
convenient division is into 17 ‘Historical Books—
Genesis to Esther; 5 Poetical-—Job to Song of Solo-
mon; 5 Major Prophets—Isaiah ta Dariel; 12 Minor
Prophets—Hosea to Malachi. The opening Lessons
are from Genesis, the Book of Beginnings, as its
name signifies. The successive epochs in the period
covered by the year's Lessons are marked by the
great names, Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Joshua
and Samuel.

4
GOLDEN TEXT—In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth,—Genesis 1 ¢ 1.

Read John 1 : 1-5.

mament of the heaven to divide the day from the
night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons,
and for days, and years: .

15 And let them be for lights in the firmament
of the heaven to give light upon the earth : and it
was so,

. 16 And God made 12two great lights; the greater
light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the
night : he made the stars also.

17 And God set them in the firmament of the
heaven tu give light upon the earth, .

18 And to rule over the day and over the night,
and to divide the light from the darkness : and éod
saw that it was good. B

19 And 3the evening and the morning Bwere the
fourth day. ,

20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth

abundantly the moving creature that hath life,
and Yfowl that may fly above the earth in the open
firmament of heaven.
.21 And Gotl created !Sgreat whales, and every
living creature that moveth, which the waters brought
forth’ abundantly, after their kind, and every
winged fowl after 8his kind : and God saw that 1t
was gnod. .

22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful,
and multioly, and fill the waters in the seas, and
let fowl multiply in the earth, .

23 And 3the evening and the morning 7 were the
fifth day. )

. 24.And God said, Let the earth bring forth the
living creature after 8his kind, cattle, and creeping
thing, and beast of the earth after 8hiskind : and it

was so.

25 And God made the beast of the earth after
8his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every
thing that creencth unon the carth after 8his kind :
and God saw that ¢ was good.

Revised Version——! waste; 2spirit (small s): 3there was evening and there was morning; ‘one day;
5a second day ; 6Omit the: 7benring; 8its; 9wherein is the seed thereof : 0mit and ; Ma third day; Zthe
two; Ba fourth day; Mlet fowl fly; 18 the great sea~-monsters; 6 kinds.: 172 fifth dav.

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I. B. R. A.)—T.—God the Creator, Gen. 1: 1-13,
Gen, 1:14-25. Th.—Made in wisdom, Ps. 104 : 1-24.

Creator, Isa. 40 : 18-31.

THE LESSON

I. Tue BEGINNING.—1, 2. The beginning ;
refers to the commencement of time and the origin
of the world as it now exists. @od ; who was beforo
all things (Ps. 90: 2), and who will abide, when
they shall all have passed away, Ps. 102 : 25-27.
Created ; a word used only of a divine act, and

W.—God the Creator,
F.—The mighty word, Ps. 33 : 1-12. S.—Almighty

S.~Praise to the Creator, Ps. 148,

EXPLAINED

expressing the origin of something absolutely new.
The heaven and the earth ; the whole visible
universe, in its completed state. Without form,
and void; a shapeless, confused mass. Such was
the ** earth *” before God formed out of it the present
world of order and beauty. Deep; thc mass of

*The Seripture Memory Passa%‘es of the Supplemental Lessons are recommended a3 a substitute for those

here given Sabbath by Sabbath,

hey will be found in the Supplemental Lesson Leaflets.




God the Creator

raging waters which covered all things. The spirit
of God (Rev. Ver.); the divine enoergy, unseen, yet
almighty. Moved ; hovered, like a bird over the
nest containing its young.

II. THe Six DAys.—8-6. The First Day, God
sald ; and into His word went ali the energy of His
almighty will, John 1: 3 and Heb. 1: 2 declare
that it was by the second Person in the Godhead,
the Lord Christ, that the world was created. It was
good ; * useful, suitable for the work for which it
was designed.” Six times this is said of God’s works,
in the Lesson. The evening and the morning ;
following the Jewish reckoning of the day from
sunset to sunset, The firat day. The word* day”
may mean, either a day of twenty-four hours, or a
period of time indefinite in its duration (compare
2 Pet, 3: 8).

6-8. The Second Day. A firmament. The He-
brew word means ‘' an expanse”, ‘' the firmament of
the sky, or vault of the upper air.”’ Divide the
waters; in the clouds from the waters in oceans,
lakes and rivers. Called the firmament Heaven;
‘ the most magnificent ordinance of the clouds.”

9-13. The Third Day. Dry land; necessary
for the vegetable and animal life now to be created.
QGrass ; a general term for vegetation, including
herbage and trees, which first appear as tender green
shoots. Herb; vegetables, cereals, and the like.
Yielding seed, etc. The herbs and fruit trees were
made capable of reproducing themselves and also of
furnishing food for man.

1419, The Fourth Day. To divide the day
from the night., There had already been the
division between night and day, vs. 4, 5. This is
now more clearly marked off. 8igns; helping, for
example, to fix the points of the compass, and by
their appearance betokening the future state of the
weather. Seasons; not only the four seasons of
the year, but also such periods as months and weeks,
determined by the moon. Days, and years;
determining their length and regular succession.

20-23. The Fifth Day. Created., The word
‘* create” is used for the first time since v. 1. It
emphasizes the great step forward, when animal life
is put into the world. Moving creature. The
Hebrew means ** swarms of living creatures’”, an apt
description of fishes, which go in shoals. Whales ;
** sea-monsters” (Rev. Ver.). Blessed ; gave them
power to do His will, and provided for their needs.

24, 256. The Sixth Day. The living creature ;
a comprehensive word for all beasts, wild and tame.

LESSON QUESTIONS

How many books does the Old Testament con-
tain ? In what classes may they be arranged ?
What epochs, as marked by great names, covered by
the year's Lessons ? What does “Genesis’* mean ?

1, 2 What is meant by ‘* the bsginning '’ ? Des-
cribe the condition of the ** earth '’ at first, By what
power was it changed ? For what end was the world
made ? (Rev. 4: 11.)

8-13 What did God create on each of the first threo
days respectively ? By whom doss John say the
world was created ? 'What is msant by * the firma-
ment"”? What great hymn in the Book of Praise
refers to it ? (Hymn 13.)

14-26 What works were done on each of the last
three creative days ? Why is the word ** created
used in v. 21 ? How is God said to maasure the sea ?
(Isa, 40: 12.) What is meant by * blessed” ? To
whom do all things belong? (Ps. 24: 1, 2.)

FOR DISCUSSION

In what ways does the Creation story reveal (1)

the power, (2) wisdom, (3) goodness, of God ?
A LESSON FOR LIFE

A fawmous writer pictures a railway train drawn by
an engine, whose engineer is dead, dashing along in
the midaight darkness. Think of it—an engine at
full speed, and no handon the thraottle! Now, astro-
nomy tells us of many planets, each rushing through
space. What saves them from destruction ? The
hand of God'is upon them ; and they move only as
He directs. That same mighty hand is guiding and
controlling our lives. And behind all is the ** heart
of the Eternal”, which is most wonderfully kind.

Prove from Scripture— That God created all
things.

Shorter Cateshism —Ques. 39. What is the
duty which God requireth of man? A. The duty
which God requireth of man, is obedience to his
revealed will. Ques. 40. What did God at first reveal
to man for the rule of his obedience? A. The rule
which God at first revealed to man for his obedience,
was the moral law.

The Question on Misslions—(First Quarter,
Korea). 1. Where is Korea, and when was it
opened to the gospel 2 Kores, the Hermit Nation,
is a country on the far East coast of Asia, jutting
out into the sea, near Japan. Its borders touch
China and Russia. Korea was first opened to the
gospel in 1884.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

° 1. What does “created” signify ?2..............
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Lesson IL MAN MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD  January 18, 1907

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—In last Sabbath’s Lesson we began our study of God’s great work of
creation, described in six successive scenes : (1) The calling hito being of light; (2) The dividing of the upper
from the lower waters; (3) The appearance of dry land and the beginning of vegetation; (4) The placing of the
sun, moon and stars in the heavens; {5) The beginning of animal life in water and air; (6) The Lesson closed
with the first part of the sixth scene, the creation of the Innd animals. To-day brings us te the concluding and
crowning act of creation, the making of man.

GOLDEN TEXT—God created man in his own image, in the image of God cicated he him.—Genesis 1 : 27,

Memorize vs. 26,27. THE LESSON PASSAGE—(enesis 1:26t02:3. Study Genesis 2:4-15.

26 And God said, let us make man in our image,
after our likeness : and let them have dominion over
the fish of the sea, ard over the fowl of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

27 180 God created man in his own image. in.the
ima%e of God created he him; male and female created
he them.

28 And God blessed them, and Gorl said unto them,
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth,
and_ subdue it : and have dominion over the fish
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over
every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

29 And God said, Behold, I have given you every
herb 2bearing seed, which 75 upon the face of all the
earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of
a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.

30 And to every beast of the earth, and to ever:
fow] of the air, and to every thmg that creepeth
upon the earth, wherein there 78 life, J have given
every grean herb for meat : and it was so.

31 And God saw every thing that he had made,
aud, behold, it was very, good. Aud 3the evening

and the morning $were the sixth day.

Ch. 2: 1 3Thus the heavens and the earth were
finished, and all the host of them,

2 And on the seventh day God ¢ended his work
which he had madé; and he rested on the seventh
day from all his work which he had made.

.3 And God blessed the seventh day, and 7sanc-
tified it : because that in it he 8had rested from all
his work which God ?created and made.

Revised Version—! And God; 2vielding: 3there was evening and there was morning ; ¢the sixth day;
5And the heaven ; ¢finished ; 7hallowed : $Omit had; *had.

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, 1. B. R. A.)—M.—Man made in the image of God, Gen. 1: 26 to 2: 3

T.—Man’s first home, Gen. 2: 4-17.

W.—Man’s dominion, ¥s. 8. Th.—"In Him we live,” Acts 17 : 22-31.
F.—Our Creator, Ps. 100. S.—Created for His glory. Isa. 43 : 1-7.

8.—Many members, 1 Cor. 12 : 12-26.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. Gop’s LiKENEss.—26, 27. God said; as
in each previous creative work. Al forms of bemng,
from the lowest to the highest, were brought into
existence by the word of
God’s power, Ps. 33 : G.
Let us make man.
Three explanations of the
plural have been given :
(1) God consults with the
angels, before ereating
man, His highest work
(compare 1 Kgs. 22 : 18,
ete.; Isa. 6: G-8). (2)
The plural points to the
truth that there is more
than one Person in the
Godhead (see S. Catechism,
Ques. 6). (3) Others think
that God here speaks after
the fashion of kings in
public proclamations,
using the *° plural of ma-
jesty.” Image, . . lke-
ness; a pair of synonyms
setting forth one idea.
Man's likeness to God be-
longs, noi to his materia}
nature, his body, for **God
is a Spirit"* (John 4: 24);
it consists in his posscs-
gion of such powers ans intclligence, reason, con-
science, the power to know and love God (compare
Eph. 4: 24; Col. 3: 10). Dominion, ctc. Secc
Ps. 8: 6-8. Created man ; forming his bady from

lay.

EDEN AS IT IS TO-DAY

The illustration is from a photo,
point where the rivers Tigris and Euphrates meet. This
is the district in which it 1s thought the garden of Eden
_The luxurious growth of lovely paims shows the
beautiful spot Eden must have been.

matter already cxieting, but breathing into him

of His own life, ch. 2: 7. Nale and female.
the creation of womsn see ch. 2.: 21-24.

I1. Gopo’s WoRLD.—
| 28-31, 3Blessed them ;
giving them high author-
ity, and noble work, and
food. Replenish, God
desires to see the world
filled with holy, happy
beings, loving Him and
doing His will. Subdue;
master and develop the
earth’s forces and pro-
duets, making them all
minister to man's well-
being. Modern science
and invention are enabling
men more and more com-
pletely to caity out this
command. Herb bearing
seed (vegetables and
cereals) . . frudt,  These
B were to be man's food.
Green herb ; including
grasses and leaves, which
were o be the food of the
animals. ‘Every thing..
very good. No longer
* good”, as in the case

For

aph taken at a

of cach particular creative act, .but * very good”,
23 a completed work.
making.

No evil thing is of God's
(Compare Eccl. 7 : 29.)
111 Gop’s Day.—Ch. 2:31-3. Finished. No



. Man Made in the Image of God 9

now. species in the vegetablo or animal wor'd has
since been made, nor have the laws that rule the
world been changed or added to. Host (army) of
them ; * the inhabitants, contents and belongings
of heaven and earth.” 8o, in Jer, 33 : 22, ** the host
of heaven ”* is a description of the stars. He rested;
as Creator, not seeking repose through exhaustion
(seo Isa. 40 : 28). Seventh day ; observed as the
Sabbath from the first until the resurrection of
Christ, when, as a memorial of that great event, the
Sabbath was changed, to the first day of the week.
Sanctiflied ; * made it a holy day, taken out of
common days, and devoted to God.”

THE GEOGEAPHY LESSON

The map represents the northwestern part of the
peninsula of Arubia, bordered by four large bodies
of water (Name these). Our interest, as Bible

== ;
FmsArarat e

students, centres chiefly in Jhe narrow strip along
the Mediterranean, called at first Canzan, and now
Palestine. But the people of Palestine had much
to do with their neighbors to the south, and with
two of the great empires of the ancient world—
Babylonia, succeeded by Assyria, to the cast and
north, in the lands of the Euphrates and Tigris, and
Egypt, to the southwest. Hence, in our studies, we
must give attention to thesc regions.
AN ORIENTAXL SIDELIGHT
Says the Talmud, a collection of Jewish writings :
**While, with one die, man impresses many coins, and
all are exactly nlike, the King of kings, the Holy One
. .with onc die, impresses.the same image (of Adam)
on all men, and yet not one of them is liko his ncigh-
bor. So that every onc ought to say, ‘For myself
is the world created.’”’
LESSON QUESTIONS

Describe: cach of ‘the six scenes in the creation

!

—
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story. To which scene does to-day’s Lesson belong ?
Of what does it tell ?

26, 27 What phrase is used in each creative work ?
Explain its meaning. What cxplnnnti'ons have been
given of the plural “us’ used in v. 26? In what
does man's likeness to God consist 7 'Who perfectly
reveals that likeness 2 (Heb. 1: 3.)

28-31 What is meant by subduing the ecarth ?
What now lhielp men to carry out this command ?
What was to be man’s food ? On what were the
lower animals to live ?

Ch. 2 : 1-3 Explain * finished”, v. 1. What is
meant by “host” 2 Which day was set apart at the
first as the Sabbath ? To what day was it after-
wards changed ? When ? For what reason 2 “'What
does Isaiah say about Sabbath-keeping ? (Isa. 58 :
13, 14.) Jercminh ? (Jer. 17 : 21-27.) Jesus?
(Matt. 12:12.)

FOR DISCUSSION

1. In what respects does man differ from the
animals next below him in the scale of being ?

2, Jesus' view of true Sabbath-keeping contrasted

*,with that of the Pharisecs. * *

A LESSON FOR LIFE

* ‘Trailing clouds of glory do we come
From God, who is our home.”
So sang Wordsworth with deepest truth. And back
to the heavenly glory we may, at last, by God’s
grace, come, through all the temptations and con-
flicts of life. There is brightness enough in this vision
of the future to irradiate the darkest hour of the
present.

Prove from Scripture—7That we are God’s chil-
dren.

Shorter Catechism——Ques. 41. Whére is the
moral law summarily comprehended? A. The moral
law is §xlmmnlril$' comprenended in the ten com-
mandments, Ques. 42. What is the sum of the ten
commandments? A. The sum of the ten command-
ments. is, To love the Lord our God with all our
heart, with all our soul, with alt ‘our strength} and
with all.our mind ; and our neighbour as ourselves.

The Question on Missions—2. What are the ~
Koredns like, and what do they worship ? They are
much; like the Chinese in looks, but instead of the
queug, they arrange the hair in a ** top-knot '’ on the
top of the head. Besides, they wear white clothes.
Thoy worship the spirits of dead ancestors, and
** qui-sin ”’ (demons).

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

Of what was man's body formed ? How did he receive his spirit ?

- . . .o
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) {6} Man’s Sin and God’s Promise

Lesson 111,

MAN’S SIN AND GOD’S PROMISE

" January 20, 1907

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Gen. 2 : 4-25 contains a second and fuller account of the ereation of man.
Made, as we have seen, in the image of God, Adam, the first man, and Eve, his wife, were placed 1n the
beautiful Garden of Eden, which they were tu tend, and whose products were to be their food. All the lower
animals were subject to them. In these favorable surroundings they were put on trial, to sco whether they
would steadfastly obey God. Tho test was a command not to eat of the fruit of a certain tree, called **the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil,” v. 17, The prohibition was clear, definite and easily understood.

GOLDEK TEXT—For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.—z Corinthians 15 : 22.
Memorize v. 15. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 3 : 1-6, 13-15.  Study the chapter.

1 Now the serpent was wmore subtil taan any
beast of the field which the L :kp Gud had made.
And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said,
Ye shall not eat of Yevery tree of the garden ?

2 And the woman said unto the serpent, * We may
eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden : o

3 But of the fruit of the tree which s in the midst
of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it,
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.

4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall
not surely die: .

5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat
thereof, then vour eyes shall be opened, and ye shall
be as 3 gods, knowing good and evil.

6 And when the woman saw that the tree was

goad for food, and that 1t was ¢ pleasant to the eyes,
and ‘a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took
of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and %gave also unto
her hushand with her; and he did eat.

. 13_And the Lorp Goi said unto the woman, What
13 this 7 that thou hast done ?  And the woman said,
‘The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

14 And the Lorp God said unto the serpent.
Bacause thou hast done this, 8thou art cursed above
all cattle, and above every beast of the ficld; upon
thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat ail
the days of thy life: . :

15 And T will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

Revised Version—!anv; 20f the fruit of the trees of the garden we mav eat; 3God ; 42 delight ; Sthat

the trze was; ¢she: 7Omit that ; Scursed art thou,

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I. B. R. A.)—M.—Man’s sin and God's promise, Gen. 3: 1-15. T.—
Result of disobedience, Gen. 3 : 17-24. W.—All have sinned, Ps. 14. Th.—Evidence of sinful nature, Rom,
7 :18-25. F.—The source of sin, 1 John 3 : 4-10. S.—Confession and forgiveness, 1 John, ch. 1. S.—Sjn

and grace, Rom. 5: 12-21.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. Tue SERPENT.—1. The serpent; a real
serpent, but the instrument or tool of Satan, who is
the real tempter (sce Matt. 4: 1-11; John 8: 44;
2 Cor. 11:3; 1John3:8). InRev.12: 9 heis

TREE OF LIFE GUARDED BY WINGED FIGURES

The picture is from an ancient Assyrian monumen:
now in the British Muscum. It represents the Tree o
Life, rded by winged figures, lest our first parcnts
should approachit. (See ck. 3:22.) The Bible frequent-

1y mentions winged creatures as the servants of God.

colled **that old serpent”. Subtil; cunning,
craity, wiso in gaining its ends. The woman ;- ns
the one most likely to yield to temptation, since sho
seems not to have actually heard the prohibition of
ch 2:17 from God Himsclf, but only through tho
repetition of it by her husband. Yea, hath God
52l ? *' 'Did God really say? insinuating that tho
prohibition was absurd, unreasonabie, incredible.”
Any tree (Rev. Ver.). The tempter falscly magni-
fics tho strictness of God : it was one tree alone that
had been forbidden.

2-5. We may eat, etc. The woman defends God
against the insinuations of the serpent. But she
leaves out the *‘ every " and ** freely '’ and ** surely "
(ch. 2: 16, 17), failing thus to give its full credit to
God’s goodness, and smoothing down His words as
to the certainty of punishment. Not eat . . neither
..touch. She knew the prohibition thoroughly.
But “ touch " is an eddition of her own that makes
God appear strict and hard. The poison of tempta-
tion was beginning to work. Not..dle; a haif
truth, which is always tho worst kind of lic. Their
bodies would not die immediately, but disobeying
God would bring death to their souls, Eph. 2: 1.
In this way ch. 2: 17 would be fulfilled. As God
(Rev. Ver.); having supernatural knowledge. Thus
Satan charges God with telling malicious lics, out ot
jealousy lest His creatures should become as wise
as Himself.

II. Tur SINNERS.—8. Good for food. Bodily
pleasure—this was the first avenue by which sin
entered her soul. Pleasant to the eyes; of the
mind, as well as of the body. Menta! delight was the
second avenue. To make..wise. Desiro for
wisdom—the third avenue. She took. She had
come to the brink of evil ; now she was carried over
the precipice.  Gave..unto her husband. From
being: tempted, she beeame a temptress.

III. THE SAVIOUR.—18-15. Vs. 712 tell of
the sinners’ shame, their hiding from God, and
Adzawn’s blaming God and Eve for hissin. The Lord
@God sald. No sinner can cscape the day of reckon-
ing (compare 2 Cor. 5: 10). Serpont..cursed ;
ever prostrate on the ground, with its head in the
dust (compare Mic. 7: 17). Put enmity. In the
sly, hissing, fork-tongued serpeat, man was to sco an
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emblem of the sin that had ruined him, and thus learn
to hate it. Thy seed ; Satan's followers and ser-
vants. Her seed; the woman's descendants.
Bruise thy head ; a promise to man, of victury
over evil, fulfilled when Christ appeared. Britlse
his heel ; a pictwe of Satan’s sly, crafty attacks,
and of the sufferings 1nen, and most of all, the blessed
Saviour Himself, were to endure from him.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Genesis 2 : 8 tells us that Eden was * castward"”,
that is, from Palestine, where the writer lived.
Further, it was watered by a river which divided,

FmsArarat v

after leaving Eden, into four branch streams. Two
of these, the Tigris (the Hiddekel of Gen. 2 : 14) and
the Euphrates, flow from the highlands of what is
now Armenia, southward to the Persian Guif. The
course of the other two rivers, Pison and Gihon, is
now unknown. Eden. therefore, seems to nave been
somewhere in Armcaa, to the southwest of the
Caspian Sea.

AN ORIENTAL SIDELIGHT.

A Mohammedan legend says: “While Adam was
one day working in the field, his plough suddenly
stopped, nor were all the exertions of his cattle able
to move it. He struck the oxen, and the eldest of
them said to him, * Why dost thou strike me ? Did
Allah (God) strike thee when thou wast disobedient 7'
Adam prayed, * O Alilah 1 after Thou hast forgiven
my sin, shall every beast of the field be permitted to
reprove me ?°  Allah heard him, and from that mo-
ment the brute creation lost its power of speech.”

LESSON QUESTIONS

Where do we find the first account of man's crea-
tion ? The seccond 7 What prohibition was laid
upon the first man ? For what purpose ?

~

1-6 How is the serpent described ¢ Whose instru~
ment was it ? Why did Satan tempt the woman
first 2 What did he insinuate concerning God 7
What was the woman's defense ?  How did this show
that she had begun to yield ? What is the sure
result of sin ? (Rom. 6: 23.)

6 Through what three avenues did temptation
enter the woman's mind ? Whose work did she
begin te do? How ¢ Which disciple of Jesus once
became Saten’s agent 2 (Matt. 16 : 23.)

13-15 Of what do vs. 7-12 tell 2 What did God
say to the serpent ? Of what was it to remind man ?
Which Psalm speaks of treading upon wild beasts ?
(Ps. 91 :13.) Where does Paul speak of Satan being
put under our feet ? (Rom. 16:20.) Explain “thy
seed”” and *“her seced’”. What feeling was to exist
between the two ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Whence did temptation at first come ? From
God ? Or, from the human heart itself ? Or, from
some other person ?

2. Isthere anything sinful in merely being tempted.

A LESSON I'OR LIFE

The Greeks, according to the old story, having
besieged Troy for years in vain, at last built a huge
wooden horse and filled the interior with armed
soldiers. The Trojans, believing the false story that
it was intended s an offering to a god, broke down
the walls to admit the horse, and their city was lost.
Su Satan, by fair promises, cheats his victims into
opening their hearts to him, only to make them his
miscrable captives. There is safety only in a straight,
point-blank refusal to listen to his words.

Prove from Scripture—That Christ is our Re-
deemer.

Shorter Catechism -—~Ques. 43. What s the
preface to the ien commandments # A. The preface
to the ten commandments is in these words, I am
the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the
land of Zgyp!t, out of the house of bondage.

The Question on Misslons—3. What about the
boys and girls of Korea? The boys are much
thought of by the parents, and are sent to school ;
but the girls are loved less, and are not educated, and
are made to work hard. The children all honor
their parents.  Their homes are small and cheerless.

: FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Why did Satan choose Eve, and not Adam, forhis fisst assaulé 2 ... . . . . . ... . . ...e...
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2. What false promise did he make to the woman?........... ottt eetttecesittetttatntanrnnannan
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3. When was the promisc of v. 15 fulfilled ?..
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Lesson IV.

The Story of Cain and Abel
THE STORY OF CAIN AND ABEL

January 27, 1907

BETWEEN THE LESSONS -Gul had prunvunced a curse upon the serpent, a::d given the promise

of a Saviour.

Next, He senteuces, first, the woman, and then the man, to punishment, for their disobedience

ch, 3.16,17. The grouud, too, is cursed, v. 18. The chief penalty of sin was death, vs. 19, 22, 24. God sends
the transgressors furth from Eden, placiug at the east of the garden wingel creatures, called cherubim, and

a flaming sword, to “keep the nay of the tree of life,”" v. 24.

After this, two sons were born to our first

parents—Cain, who became a tiller of the suil, and Abel, who beenme a keeper of sheep.
GOLDEN TEXT—Whosoever bateth his brother is a murderer.—x John 3 : 15.

Memorize vs. 8-10.

3 And in process of time it catue to pass, that Cain
brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto
the Lorbp.

4 And A’bel, he also brought of the firstlings of
his flock and of the fat thereof. And the Lonn had
respect. unto A’bel and to his offering :

5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not
respect  And Cain was very wroth, and his coun-
tenance fell.

6 And the Lonp said unto Cain, Why art thou
wroth ? and why is thy countenance fullen ?

7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted ?
and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door.
And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule
over him.

8 And Cain 3talked with A‘bel his brother: and
it came to pass, when ‘they were in the field, that
Cain rose up against A’bel his brother, and slew him.

9 And the Lonp said unto Cain, Where is A’bel thy

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Gen. 4 : 3-15.

Study the chapter.

brotiber 7 And he said, I know not. Am I my
brother’s keeper ? 5

10 And he said, What hast thou done ? the voice
of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground.

11" And now *art thou cursed fror, the earth, which
hath o‘)ened her mouth to recaive thy brother's blood
{rom thy hand; .

12 When thou ullest the ground, it shall not
hencefurth yield unto thee her strength. a fugitive
and a fvagabond shalt thou be in the earth.

13 And Cain said unto the Lorp, My punishment
18 greater than I can bear,

14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from
the face of the 3earth; and from thy face shall I be
hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a $vagabond in the
earth; and it shall come to pass, that 6 every one that
findeth me shall slay me. 3

15 And the Loun said unto him, Therefore who-
soever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on
him sevenfold. And the Lonrp 7set a mark upon
Cain, lest any finding him should 3kill him.

Revised Version—! coucheth ; 2told ; 3cursed art thou from the ground; ‘wanderer; $ground; ®who-

soever findeth ; Tappointed a sign for: 8smite.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—The story of Cain and Abel, Gen. 4: 3-15.
of hatred, 1 John 3 : 10-18, W.—Abel’s faith, Heb. 11 : 1-6.

T.—The sin
Th.—Envy and strife, James 3 : 13-18. ¥.—

Works of the flesh, Gal. 5 : 13-26. S.—Sacrifice rejected, Prov. 15 : 1-9. S.—Anger condemned, Matt. 5:

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

17-24.

I. WonsaIp. 3-5. Inzrocessof time ; after
Cain and Abel had become mature men. Cain was a
{armer, and Abel a keeper of sheep, v. 2. Difference
of occupation may have been partly the cause of the
jealousy and strife between the two brothers, as it
often is among men still. Brought. . an offering;
a sacrifice, probubly laid upon an. altar. Whether
God taught men at the first to worship Him in this
way, or whetber they -began of their own accord
thus to express their gratitude for His gifts, and their
desire for His blessing, we cannot tell. Firstlings ;
the ficstborn, which God aftenwvards required, Ex. 22 :
29, 30. Fat; fat pieces, highly prized portions of
the animal, and therefore offered regularly on the
altar (sce Lev. 1: 8; Num. 18:17). EHad respect
unto ; reccived with approval, expressed in somc
way not recorded. Why did God treat the offerings
of the two worshipers so differently 2 Two chicf
answers have been given : (1) There was some fault
in Cain's heart and life, which rendered his gifts dis-
pleasing to God ; (2) God required a sacrifice of blood,
as in subscquent times (see Heb. 9: 22). The first
scems the true answer.  (Sce 1 John 3:12; Heb. 11:
47 Jude, v. 11.) Cain was very wroth ; literally
**it burmmed with Cain excecedingly "—anger is an
ungoverned fire.

8, 7. Sin coucheth, ctc. (Rev. Ver.). The sinful
act is like o beast of prey crouching at Cain’s door,
waiting for him to step out and fall into its power.

meaning is, that Cain has no reason to be jealous of
Abel, fur, if he behaves rightly, his younger brother
will Jook up to him 2nd obey him. The Rev. Ver.

-~

AN ARCIENT ALTAR

The earlicst altars for God's worship were built of
rude stones. Beside the altar the worshipper slew a
victm. The blood was either poured over the stone,
or the stone was smeared with it. In this way the
blood was offered to God.

Margin, however, changes the ** his " to * its”, which
then refers to sin, and the meaning is, that Cuin ought
to master sin, before it becomes too strong for him,

Unto thee..hls desire. As this verse reads in

II. MURDER.—8. The field ; the open country,
the ordinary Versina, **his" refers to Abel, and the

perhaps as distinguished from the immediate neigh-
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The Story of Cain and Abel

borhood of the home of Adam aud his family. In:
tlus remote place the cold-blovded murder was dune.

III. PuNiSHMENT.—9-16, The Lord sald ;
seeking, asin ch, 3 : 9, to bring Cain to penitence and
confession (compare Prov. 28: 13). I know not ;
a straight out lie, without any excuses, such as those
offered by Adam and Eve. So greatly had sin grown
in power. Oursed..from the ground (Rev.
Ver.); driven away from the cultivated soil, to
wander in strange and wild regions. The curse has
three parts: (1) The ground will no longer reward
his toil; (2) He will therefore have constantly to
seek a new dwelling-place ; (3) A guilty conscience
will torment him. Vengeance. . sevenfold ; “'be-
cause it would be against more clearly defined law"’
(compare v. 24). The Lord set a mark ; some
mark on Cain's body, since, in order to be a protec-
tion, the mark must always accompany him.
. THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

The home of Cain and Abel was probably not far
from Eden, on .the banks of the Euphrates or
‘Tigris (sce these rivers marked on the map), where
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Adam and Eve had most likely settled when they were
driven out of the Garden. After the murder of Abel,
Cain took up his abode in * the land of Nod”’, east-
ward from Eden, Gen. 4 : 16. IHere he built a forti-
fied village, Among his descendants were, Jabal,
who was the first to dweil in tents, Jubal, the earliest
maker of, and player or,, musical instruments; and
Tubal-cain, who led ths way in the working of metals,
Gen. 43 20-22,
AN ORIENTAL SIDELIGHT

* Two angels,” says the Koran, * guard every
masn upon the earth, one watching on either side of
him; and when at night he sleeps, they fly up to
heaven with a written report of all his words and
actions during the dayv. Every good thing he has

13

doue is recorded at once, and repeated ten times, lest
any item be lost or omitted from the aceount. But
when they come tu a sinful thing, the angel on the
right hand seys to the other, * Forbear to record that
for seven hours; peradventure, as he wakes and
thinks in the quiet hours, he may be sorry for it,
and repent and pray and obtain forgiveness.’ "
LESSON QUESTIONS .

What was the curse pronounced on the serpent ?
What promse was given ?  Give the sentence passed
on the woman. On the man. What was sin’s chief
penalty 7 Whence were the 'transgressors sent ?
How was the way back to Eden guarded ?

3-7 What, age had Cain and Abel now reached ?
What occupation did cach follow ? To what does
difference uf occupation often lead ¢ What reasons
have been given for God's different treatment of the
two offerings ? To whom does ** his'’ (v. 7) refer ?
Explain the meaning, What change does the Margin
of the Rev. Ver. make ? What is the meaniung of the
passage when read thus?

8 Where did the murder of Abel take place ?

9-15 In what did the curse upon Cain consist ?
What New Testament murderer was troubled by his
conscience ? (Matt. 14: 2.) What plea did Cain
make ? What protection was given him ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. The best ways of conquering sin.

2. Is capital punishment in harmony with Bible
teaching ?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

“ If ’twere done, when 'tis don¢, then "twere well
it were done quickly.” Thus Macbeth, in Shakes-
peare'’s great play, spoke of the murder of his king
and guest, Duncan. But nu evil deed is ever doune
wb n 'tis dune. Its cunscquences abide, and must
by, waced. Since this is su, a thousandfold better,
that it were not done at all.

Prove from Scripture—That hatred is sinful.

Shorter Catechism--Review Questions 39-43.

The Question on Missions—4. Why do we send
missionaries to XKorea? God forced our church,
as it were against its will, to take up the work.
He called William J. McKenzie to go, but the church
would not send him. McKenzie went without salary.
God gave him all he nceded. He made many con-
verts. He died. OQur church awoke, and sent
missionaries.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

Tt Why was Abel’s offering accepted and Cain’s rejected 2. .viivininiiiienanns Ceertaatrensaaa

3. What proofs docs the Tesson give of God’s merey 2, evvevveneesanes eteecseecatacentaastasaans
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14 Noah Saved in the Ark

Lésson V.

NOAH SAVED. IN THE ARK

February 3, 1907

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—To-day's Lesson belonga to a time more than fifteen hundred years later
than the last Lesson. The world had become filled with wickedness (ch. 6 : 11, 12), though there had always
been in it & line of good men (see ch. 5). At last, God determined to destroy all the wicked by sending a
flood upon the earth (ch. 6 : 13). He commanded Noah to build an ark for the preservation of himself
and hir family, 2nd representatives of every kind of animals and birds, chs. 6:14t0 7:9. When the ark was
finished, these went into it, and the flood came, ch. 7 : 10-12. Every creature outside the ark perished, but

those within were kept in safety, ch. 7 : 21-23.

GOLDEN TEXT The salvation of the rightcous is of the Lord.—Psalm 37 : 39.
Memorize vs. 1-3. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 8:1-16. Read Genesis, chs. 6 to 9.

1 And God rememd™ered Nv’ab, and every living
thing, and all the cattle that 'was with lum in the
ark : and God made a wind to pass over the earth,
and the waters asswaged;

2 The fountains also of the deep and the windows
of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven
was restrained;

3 And the waters returned from off the earth
continually : and after the end of 2the hundred and
fifty days the waters 3 were abated.

4 And the ark rested in the seventh month, on
the seventeenth day of the month, upon the moun-
taing of Ar‘arat. .

5 And the waters decreased continually. until the
tenth month @ in the tenth month, on the first. day
of the month, were the tops of the mountains seen.

6 And it came to pass at the end of fortil.days.
that No‘ah opened the window of the ark whicl he
had made : i

7 And he sent forth a raven, 4 which went forth
to and fro, until the waters were dried up frora off
the earth. . .

8 5 Also he sent forth a dove from him, to sce if the
waters were abated from off the face of the ground;

9 But the dove found no rest for the sole of her
foot, and she returned unto him Sinto the ark, for
the waters were on the face of the whole earth:
3then he put forth his hand, and took her, und 7 pulled
her in unto him into the ark. .

10 And he stayed yet other seven days; and again
he sent forth the dove out of the ark;

11 And the dove came in to him 3in the evenir‘)}g;
and, lo, in her mouth ?was an olive leaf pluckt off :
so_No’‘ah knew that the waters were abated from
off the earth. .

12 And he stayed yet other seven days; and sen
forth the dove; 19 which returned not again unto him
any more. N

13 And it came to pass in the six Mhundreth and
first Kear. in the first menth, the first day of the
month, the waters were dried up from off the earth :
and No‘ah removed the covering of the ark, and
looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was 1 dry.

14 And in the second month, on the seven and
twentieth day of the month, was the earth ¥3dried.

5 And God spake unto No‘ah, saying, |

16 Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and

thy sons, and thy sons' wives with thee.

Revised Version—!were; 2an; 3decreased; 4and it; SAnd he; Sto; “brought; 8at eventide; 9O0mit

was; 19and she: Nhundred; 2dried: Bdry.

Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I. B. R. A.)—M.—A sinful world, Gen. 6: 5-18. T.—The flood, Gen.
7 : 11-24. W.—Noah saved in the ark, Gen. 8 : 1-16. Th.—God’s promise to Noah, Gen. 9: 8-17. F.—
Preacher of righteousness, 2 Pet. 2 : 1-9. S.—Warning against neglect, Matt. 24 : 3242. 8.—God’s meroy,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED :

Isa. 54: 4-10.

I. Tue MouUNTAINS.—1-6. God remem-
bered (thought of) Noah, In him the race of man-
kind was now to make a new start in a world cleansed
of its wickedness.
Every living
thing. Note
God’s care for
thelower 2nimsls
(compare Matt.
10:29). Awind;
probably 2 hot
wind, by which
the waters would
be quickly
cvaporated. As-
swaged ; lessen-
cd. The deep;

ing waters, which
COIN %%%%g?gg NOAR  roro one source
“This coin, struck about A.D. 200, °f the flood (com-
bearsa picture of the flood. An ark, psre ch. 7: 11),
or fbimn, with a tx;zlzm and wo%nn liln the other sourcc
it, floats upon the waves, a the s
boat are the Greek letters N O E, Deing the win-
the Grctgt fg)r Noalé. Abgd is pézrch- Gows of hea-
ing on the boat and another is fiving ven 3
towards it Beside the boat stang ag y \tvhhcnc_e
. the man and woman, now supposed S0™¢s the ramn
to have got out on dry land. (compare 2 XKgs.

the mass of rog-,

7:2,19; Mal. 3: 10). Returned, etc. The waters
kept dimimshing in depth and amount. Hundred
and fitty days. For 150 days the waters had kept
increasing-(ch. 7 : 24); for another 150 days they
kept decreasing. Rested. The ark was 30 cubits
(about 45 feet) in height (see ch. 6 : 15). The half
of it would probably be under water. Seventh
month ..seventeenth day; the beginning of
the 150 days of v. 3. The Jewish year had two
starting points—the sacred year in April, and the
civil year in September. If the first of these be taken,
the * seventh month’ is October, if the second, it is
April. Ararat. SecThe Geography Lesson. Tenth
month .. firs$ day ; about two and a half months
after the ark grounded. Tops of the mountains ;
the lower surrounding elevations.

II. Tue MESSENGERS.—6-12. The window.
But one window is spoken of in the ark (sce oh. 6: 16).
Sent forth 2 raven; cxpecting it to bring back
some token of dry ground. Went .. to and fro;
perching and feeding on floating dead bodies, and
returned not. A dove ; which feeds on buds and
teaves, and would therefore roturn, if the waters still
covered the trees. Olive leaf pluckt off ; Rev.
Ver. Margin, *' a fresh olive leaf”. Thiy was proof
that the waters had greatly fallen, since the olive
does not grow at greost heights,

III. Tae Dry Lawnp.—13-16. 8ix hund-
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redth and first year ; of Noal’s age (compare ch.
7 : 11), two months after the tops of the mountains
were seen, v. 5. Dried up; leaving a mass of
mud behind, Face (surface) .. drled (Rev. Ver.);
but the earth had not yet become firm. Second
month, ctc.; a year and eleven days from the com-
mencement of the flood (see ch. 7 : 11).  If the "'year”
is 2 lunar year of 354 days, the time spent in the ark
would be exactly one full sola: year of 365 danys.
Dry (Rov. Ver.); The earth was now golid uand fit
for cultivation. Go forth. The world is to enter
on a new era, Thy sons. Scech.7:13. It was
from these three sons of Noah, Shem, Ham and
Japheth, that the great races sprang, who have ever
since occupied the earth (see ch. 10). The Jews
cime of Shem, the Negro races from.Ham, and the
Caucasian, our own race, from Japheth,

THE GEOGRAYHY LESSON

= ;
msArarat ashan

AraraT—In the Old Testament, denotes a land
corresponding roughly to modern Armenia. To this
region the sons of Sennacherib, king of Assyria,
escaped, after they had slain their father, 2 Kgs. 19 :
37; Isa. 37:38. The *“kingdom of Ararat” is
mentioned in Jer. 51 : 27. The mountain on which
the ark rested is the modern Mount Ararat, almost
midway between the Black and Caspian Seas, and
not far from the boundary line between Russia and
Turkey. It has two peaks, one 17,750, and the
other 13,420, feet above sea level.

AN ORIENTAL SIDELIGHT

Rabbi Levi maintained, that the window in the
ark was a'precious stone, and that during the twelve
months Nosh was in the ark he had no need of the
light of the sun by day nor of thc moon by night,
because of that stone, which he kept suspended, and
he knew that it was day when it was dim, and night
when it sparkled.

LESSON QUESTIONS

What space of time intervened between last Lesson
and to~-day’s ? What had the condition of the world
become ? Upon what did God determine 7 How
did Nonh try to save the people of his time ? (2 Pet.
2:5.) What reference does Jesus make to the build-
ing of theark ? (Matt. 24 : 37-39.)

1-5 With what other righteous men does Ezekiel
class Noah ?  (Iizck. 14 : 14.) For how leng did the
waters of the flood increase ? By what means were
they lessened ? How long did it take to remove
them 2 Where did the ark ground ? When ?

8-12 What messenger did Nodh first send out ?
With what result 2 What was the second messenger ?
How often was it sent out What token of dry lan¢
did it bring the second time ? How long was Néah
in the ark ? Where is he praised for his faith ?
(Heb. 11: 7.)

13-16 Explain * dried ” {end of v. 13, Rev. Ver.)
and ““ dry ” (v. 14, Rev, Ver)). Name Noal’s sons.

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Had the wicked pcople of Noah’s time a fair
chance ? ’ .
2. God's merey. Is it ever shown in acts of des-
truction ?
A LESSON FOR LIFE

Lord Macaulay says, that the great London fire of
1666- was in reality a blessing. ‘It burned down
the city, but it burned out the plague.” So the flood
gave our race a new start in & world cleansed from
the wickedness that was destroying men. And it is,
in love, that God punishes sin in us, that He may
save us from the ruin it will surely bring if it is not
removed. It is the maddest of all follies to fight
against such warnings from our gracious heavenly
Father, whose only thought for us is our good.

Prove from Scripture —That Jesus is the only
Saviour.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 22. What doth the
preface to the ten commandments teack us ? A, The
preface to the ten commandments teacheth us,
That because God is the T.ord, and our God, and Re-
deemer, therefore we are bound to keep all his com-
mandments.

The Question on Misslons—5. In what part of
Koren is our mission? In the northeast part,
bordering on the Sea of Japan. The field is very
large, and the population a million and a half.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. How did Nosh discz.wer when the 1and Was dry 2..vei i ettt iiiiiitiiitnenennnanesaiensnens

2. How long, in all, was Nosh in the ark ?.....



Abram Called to be a Blessing

Lesson VI, ABRAM CALLED TO BE A BLESSING February 10, 1907

BETWEEN THE LESSONS--The descendants of Noah at first spoke the same language. Ch, 11: 1-9
tells how, at the building of the city and tower of Babel, God introduced a variety of languages, so that people
scattered into different countries. Among the descendants of Shem, Noah's eldest son, was Terah, iho,
more than three hundred and fifty years later than the flood. or about B. C. 2000, dwelt, with his family, at
Ur, a city near the Euphrates, 125 miles from its present mouth. In ch. 11: 31, 32, we aro told'how Terah
and his family, including his eldest son, Abram, removed, under divine guidance (ch. 15 : 7), from Ur to Haran,

16

GOLDEN TEXT—I will bless thee, and malke thy name great ; and thou shalt be a blessing. - -Genesis 12 : 2.
Memorize vs. 1-3. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 12: 1-8. Read Genesis, chs. 10 to 12.

AR HR

TR

1 Now the Loub !had said-unto A’bram. Get thee
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from
thy father’s house, unto ?2a lund that I will shew thee .

2 And I will make of thee a great nation. and T will
bless thee, and make thy name great; and 3 thou shalt
be a blessing :

3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and 4 curse
him that curseth thee : and in thee shall all 2 families
of the earth be blessed.

4 So A’bram Sdeparted, as the Lonp had spoken
unto him; and Lot went with him . and A’bram was
seventy and five years old when he departed out of
Har‘an. . .. .

5 And A’bram took Sar‘ai his wife, and Lot his
brother’s son, and all their substance that they had

guthered, and’ the eouls that they had gotten in
Har’an; and they went forth to gn into the land of
Ca’naan; and nto the land of Ca’naan they came.

6 And A’bram passed through the Innd unto the
place of °Si‘chem, unto the 7 plain of Mu’reh. And
the Ca’naanite wag then in the land. .

7 Aud the Logrp appearcd unto A’bram, and said,
Unto thy seed will T give this Iand : and there builded
he an altar unto the Lorn, who appeared unto him.

8 And he removed from thence unto 22 mountain
on the esst of Beth’-el, and pitched his tent, having
Beth’-el ‘on_the west, and 8Ha’i on the east : and
there he builded an altar unto the Lonb, and called
upon the name of the Lorn.

Revised Verston—! Omit had ; 2the ; 3be thou ; ¢him that surseth thee will T curse; S went ; Shechem ;

7oak; A}

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, L. B. R. A.)—M.—Abram called to be a blessing, Gen, 12 : 1-8,
W.—Stephen’s reminder, Acts 7: 1-7.

Abram’s faith, Heb. 11: 6-10.

T.—
Th.~Moscs called to service, Ex.

3: 1-12. F.—Jesus calls disciples, Mark 1: 14-21. S.—Matthew called, Mark 2: 13-20. S.—Reward of

followers, Mark 10 : 23-31.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. Tre CarrL.—1., The Lord
had said unto Abram ; ch. 11:
31. Abram had lived till he was
over seventy in a city (Ur) noted
for its worldliness and idolatry and
immorality. Now he was to wor-
ship and serve the one living and
true God. Get thee out, etc.
God trained Abram by separation.
Note the three things from which
he was to be separated—kindred,
home, and country, things that men
hold dearest. Thy country; Haran.
A land that I will shew thee.
By withholding the name of the
*land”, God puts a severe test on
Abram’s readiness to trust Him
without question.

II. Tue ProMISE—2, 3. A
great nation; a wonderful pro-
mise, but also a further test of faith.
Abram was a childless old man.
How, then, could a great nation
come from him? Bless thee. It is not par-
ticular gifts that are promised, but, far better, the
favor and friendship of God, who is the Source of
every good gift; James 1: 17. Name great; s
promise of honor, power and influence. A blessing.
Abram was to be noted, not, Jike so many of the great
and rich of the world, for what he took from others,
but for what he gave to them. Them that bless
thee. So completely was Abram to be one with
God, that his friends would be God’s friends, and so
share God's favor. Curseth thee. In like manner,

those unfriendly to Abram will be visited with God's
°

a top.

“THERE BUILDED HE AN
ALTAR”

This altar is built of loose
boulders gathered from the hill-
side, with a largcr,_ﬁat stone as

displeasure.  All families. So
the prophets (for example, Isaiah,
chs. 2: 2-4; 19: 23-25), point to
the extension of Israel’s blessings
to all nations. The promise and
the prophecies wero fulfiled when
Christ came to be the Saviour of
the world. *What a vision that
was!” says a recent writer, *‘Others
have had visions of better coun-
tries, of ideal peoples,— Plato’s
Republic, the Greek Hesperides,
Moore’s Utopia, Bacon’s New At-
lantis, the Spanish Eldorado; but
none will begin to compare ‘with
the vision and promise givén to
Abraham, which will be completed
only in the New Jerusalem.”

III. Tee JOURNEY.--4,’S.
Departed ; with his houschold and
his followers, his flocks and his
herds. On his way southward: he
would likely pass through Damas-
cus. In ch. 14 : 14, Abram appears as the leader
of 318 fighting men.  This would ireply a total
following of sume 2,000 persons. Abram was & tribal
chioftain. Souls; persons. Canaan ; originally the
lowland on the Mediterranean coast, but afterwards
extended to include all Palestine.

IV. TEE ALTAR—6-8. Sichem; afterwards
Shechem, an important town in Central Palestine.
Oak (Rev. Ver) of Moreh (" Morch” neans
** soothsayer”, literally, ‘“director’);, a sacred
tree, supposed to give divine oracles, which wore
interpreted by priests. It was now to become a
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place for tho worship of God. Canaanite; de-
scendants of Canaan, son of Ham and grandson
of Noah (ch. 9:18), the first owners of the
land, afterwurds to be dispossesscd by Abram'’s
descendants. The Yord appeared ; to encourage
and strengthen Abram, in view of the great and
difficult task of conquering the land and driving out
its original inhabitants, Will I give this land ;
the first exphicit promise of Canaan to Abram., An
altar ; a rude pile of stones, on which the blood of
slain animals was poured as an offering to God, and
usually the bodies or parts of these also burned.
Beth-el ; house of God, ten railes north of Jerusa-
lem ; afterwards a well-known place for the worship
of God. Al (Rev. Ver.); two and a half miles from
Bethel. Called upon, etc. Prayer and praise, as

well as sacrifice, formed a part of Abram’s worship.

1

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Banrer—Afterwards became the great city of
Babylon on the Euphrates. Un was a city of great
commercial importance, the R uphrates, flowing
almost by its gates, forming a channel of zommuni-
cation with Upper Syria. Haran was 5§50 miles
northwest of Ur, on a tributary of the Euphrates.
The meeting place of roads from Nineveh uwad Damas-
cus, it was noted as a centre of trade. BETHEL is
now Beitin, & small village, with ruins of eurly
Chrisuan and Crusaders’ buildings. It is separated
from Hai (now Haiyin) by a deep ravine to the
north.:

. AN ORYENTAL SIDELIGHT

- A Jewish interpreter of scripture says, ** Abraham
deserved to Nave.been created before Adam, but the
Holy One..said, * Should ke pervert things as 1
mazke -them, then there will be no one to rectify
them ; .80, behold, I will make Adam first, and if he
should make things crooked, .then Abraham follow-
g him, will ‘make them straight again.””’

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. How did Abram show his faith ?..........

-i3, Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

.......................... LA T

LESSON QUESTIONS

What is the date of the Lesson ? From which of
Noah’s sons was Terah descended ? Where was
Ur situated ? Whither did Terah and his family
remove ? Under whose guidance? Who was
Terah’s cldest son ?

1 Where did God speak to Abram ? How long
had Abram lived in Ur? What was the character of
this place ? From what was Abram to separate
himself 2 What must the true disciples of Jesus be
willing to give up for His sake ? (Matt. 10: 37.)
What severe test was put upon Abram's faith ?

2-6 Give the terms of Gud's promise to Abram.
How far was the blessing given to Abram to extend ?
How does Paul apply a similar promise ? (Gen. 22 :
18; Gal. 3: 16-18) What may have been the
number of Abram’s followers ? Where ig Canaan ?

6-8 Where is Sichem ? Explain ** Moreh”. Why
did Abram need encouragement 2 How did he get it?
Describe an appearance of the Lord to Paul in like
circumstances. (Acts 18: 9, 10.) What do we
iearn as to the parts of ancient worsbip 2

FOR DISCUSSION '

1. Must we withdraw from the world in order to
live a Christian life ¢ (Sce John 17: 15.)
2. Giving versus getting as a means to happiness.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

It is a far cry from that old-time jouraney of Abram,
with his caravan, to our modern modes of travel by
swift and comfortable trains and steamers. But.the
same God who guided and protected Abram is our
God, and we need His care and direction. Our
comings and goings will be safe and happy when we
commit ourselves into His hands.

Prove fromn Scripture—That the gospel is for all.

Shorter Catechism-—Ques: 25. Which is the
first commandment? A, The first commandment
Ques..
24. What {8 required in the firs! commandment f
A. The first commandment requireth us. to know
and acknowledge God to be the only true God, and
our God; and to worship and glorify him .accord-
ingly. :

The Question on Misslons—6. How many sta-
tions have we in Korea? We have three stations
where missionaries live, namely,Wonsan, Ham Heung,
arnd Song Chin. Ham Heung is a large provincial
capital, and the others are ports open €o foreign trade.
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18 Lot’s Choice .
LOT’S CHOICE

February 17, 1907

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—From Bethel, Abram “journeyed. .toward the South” " (Gen. 12 : 9, Rev.
Ver.), that iz, the southern district of Judah, known as th- Negeb. In consequence of a famine such as not
infrequently occurred in Palestine, which depends upon the rawnfall for its fettihity, Abram, accompanied by
Sarsi and Lot, and taking all their followers and possessions, went to Egypt, where famines were extremely
rare, owing to the yearly rise of the Nile. Gen. 12 : 10-17 tells of Abram’s deceit and its consequences.
Abram is sent away from Egypt, with his wife and nephew and 21l his possessions,

GOLDEN TEXT—Take heed, and beware of covetousness.—Luke 12 : 15

Memorize vs. 8,9. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 13: 1-13. Read Genesis, chs. 13, 14, 19.

1 And A’bram went up out of E‘gypt, he, and his
wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, into
the 1south. . .

2 And A'bram was very rich in cattle, in silver,
and in gold. .

3 And_he went on his journeys from the !south
even to Beth’-el, unto the place where his tent had
been_at the beginning, between Beth’-el and ?Ha'l,

4 Unto the place of the altar, which he had made
there at the first < and there A’bram called on the
name of the Lorp.

5 And Lot also, which went with A'bram, had
flocks, and herds, and tents.

6 And the land was not able to bear them, that
they might dwell together : for their substance was
great, so that they could not dwell together.

7 And there was a strife between the herdmen of
A'bram’s _cattle and the herdmen of Lot’s cattle :
and the Ca’naanite and the Periz’zite dwelled then
in the land.

8 And A’bram said unto ILot, Let there be no
strife, 1 pray thee, between me and thee, and be-
tween my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we 3be
brethren.

9 Is not the whole land before thee? se{nmle
thyself, I pray thee, from me ; if thou wilt take the
left hand, then Iwill go to the right; or if thou tdepart
tu the right hand, then I will go to the left.

10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the
Splain of Jor’dan, that it was well watered every
where, before the Lonp destroyed Sod’om and Ge-
mor‘rah, Seven as the garden of the Lord, like the
land of E’gypt, as thou 7comest unto Zo’ar.

11 8Then Lot chose him all the $plain of Jor‘dan;
and Lot journeyed east : and they separated them-
selves the one from the other.

12 A’bram_dwelled in the land of Ca’naan, and
Lot dwelled in the cities of the 3plain, and pitched
his tent Stoward Sod‘om. . .

13 19 But the men of Sod‘om were wicked and sin-
ners before the Lord exceedingly.

Revised Version—iSouth (cavital S); 2Ai; 3are; 4take the right hand ; 5Plain (capital P); 8like the;

7goest ; 3So: %as far as Sodom; 19 Now.

Dally Readingg—(Courtesy, I. B. R. A.)=—M.—Lot’s choice, Gen. 13 : 1-9. T.—Lect’s choice, Gen.

13 : 10-18. W.—Abram rescues Lot, Gen. 14 : 8-16.

Th.—God’s presence sought, Ex. 33: 12-19. F.—

Evil companionship, 2 Cor. 6 : 11-18. S.—The right way, Ps. 1. S.—Danger of covetousness, 1 Tim. 6 : 3-12.

THE LESSON

I. THE JOURNEY.—1-6. Egypt; “a great
grain-producing country, and so a natural refuge in
time of famine ”’ (compare Gen. 41 : 57; 42:1, 2).
The South (Rev. Ver.); the Negeb (see Between
the Lessons). Abram,.very rich. Chap. 12:
16 tells of the possessions which Abram ‘* had”, that
is, “ received’” from Pharaoh. His journeys ;
literally, pluckings up, that is, of the tent pegs, when
it was time to begin their march. ‘'‘ Journey " here
geems to mean a day’s travel. BEven to Beth-el;
retracing the route by which be had gone into Egypt.
At the beginning ; when first he had come into
Canaan from Haran, Called on..the Lord;
against whom he had so grievously sinned in Egypt.
Abram’s return from Egypt to Bethel is a picture of
the sinner’s return from his wanderings to God (see
Lukeé 15 : 11-24).

II. Tue STRIFE.—6, 7. Bear them ; furnish
water and pasture for their numerous flocks and
herds. Substance ; weglth, consisting mainly in
cattle and sheep.  Strife ; probably about the water
supply, v. 10. ** Wells are still a common subject
of contention amongst Arab tribes.”” The Canaan-
ite ; a general name for the inhabitants of Palestine
before Abram’s descendants got possession of it.
The Perizzite ; supposed by some to be the name of
a separate tribe dwelling about Bethel, by others,
to denote inhabitants of the country as distinguished
from dwellers in the town.

11I. Tue OFFER.—8-10, Brethren ; near re-
latives. The whole land; *the unoccupied
country, where they could pasture their cattle’

EXPLAINED

Before thee. Abram, though the older and more
powerful of the two, with generous courtesy, offers
Lot hischoice. Xifted up his eyes ; looked abroad,
perhaps from a conspicuous hill which stands a little
east of Bethel,
Plain o7 Jor-
dan ; the lower
and broader part
{ . of the Jordan val-
ley, beginning
abouty 25 miles
north of the Dead
Sea, and sup-
posed by some to
include the Dead
Sea itself and the
small plain at itg
southern end.
- ‘Well watered ;
Fe a most desirable

(S district. In Ezek.

“LET THERE BE_NO STRIFE, 16:48-50, the si
I PRAY THEE” 101 thesin

poiom the il near Hebronhere traced back to
includes the beautiful and fertile its material pros-
plains of the Jordan valley. Sodom perityanditsease
and Gomorrah were still standing. of living. The
description of the scene emphasizes Abram’s genero-
sity and Lot’s grasping greed. Sodom .. Gomor-
rah ; cities lying to the south of the Dead Sea.
Garden of the Lord; FEden. Egypt; noted
(sce Between the Lessons) for its fertility. Zoar ;




’ Lot’s Choice

a city at the southeast corncr of the Dead Sea.

IV. Tue CHOICE.— 11-18. Chose . . the
plain; unable to resist the attraction of the prospect
Not to speak of the utter scifishness of the choice, it
was & breach of Eastern etiquette so promptly to
accept an offer like this. Pitched his tent ; made
his encampment. ‘Toward SBodom ; heedless of the
character of his new neighbors. Slnners before
the Lord ; against the Lord. V. 13 emphasizes
Lot's indifference towards everytbing save outward
gain, prepares the way for the story of the destruction
of Sodom in ch. 19, and illustrates God's care over
Abram in preserving him from association with the
wicked.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Ecypr—In ancient times, the country watered by
the Nile, from the Mediterranean Sea as far as the
first cataract, including also a series of oases in the

)

Sea

<
S
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YR Sea

western desert. The country is divided by nature
into a narrow valley running from south to north,
and the extension of the valley into a delta ; and,
owing to the annual overflow of the Nile, was less
subject to famine thap neighboring countries which
depended upon rainfall. It was in Egypt, separated
from Canaan by 150 miles of desert, that Abram’s
descendants were to sojourn for four hundred years.
AN ORIENTAYL SIDELIGHET

There is a fanciful Eastern tale, that Abram on his
many journeys found it necessary to carry Sarai with
him, in a chest. One day be was stopped by an
Egyptian tax-gatherer, who demanded a tenth of all
Abrem carried with him. When the officer came to
the chest in which Sarai was held, Abram said, ** Sup-
pose it filled with silk, and let me pay for the tax
accordingly.” But the officer insisted on opening
the box, and was so dazzled with Sarai’s beauty, that
he hastened to the king, reporting what had happened.

19.

LESSON QUESTIONS

Whither did Abram journey from Bethel ? Why
did he leave Palestine? To what country did he go?
Who went with him?  Why was Egypt so free from
famine ? Of what sin was Abram guilty in Egypt ?

1-6 How had Abram’s riches been increased ?
Explain * journeys”., To what place did Abram
return ? What was the first thing he did thero ?
What is God’s promise to those who return to Him ?

6,7 Why was it impossible for Abram and Lot to
dwell together? Who began to quarrel ? About
what ¢ Howare wells regarded in the East ? Where
does Jesus offer living water? (John 7 : 37, 38.)
What hymn refers to this offer ? (Hymn 138, Book
of Praise.) .

§-10 What offer did Abram make to Lot ? IEx-
plain ** land”, v. 9. Where is the ** plain of Jordan "'?
To what is it compared, v. 10 ? ‘Where are Sodom
and Gomorrah? Zoar ? What companion.of Paul’s
made a worldly choice ? (2 Tim. 4: 10.)

11-13 What is the purpose of v. 13 ?

¥FOR DISCUSSION

1. Is falsehood ever justifiable ?
2. Standing up for our rights. (Should we follow
Abram’s example in his dealing with Lot ?)

A LESSON FOR LIFE

Lot * pitched his tent toward Sodom”. Daniel
kept his * windows ..open toward Jerusalem
(Dan. 6: 10), praying openly to God, in spite of the
king’s prohibition. In the story of these two men
we see the choice placed before us. We must decide
whether we shall give our hearts to the world or to
God. With loving eagerness God awaits our decision.
Many bave been sorry because they chose the world ;
no one was ever sorry for choosing God.

Prove from Scripture—7'hat we should not covet.

Shorter Catechism — Ques. 47. What is for-
bidden in the first commandment? A. The first com-
mandment forbiddeth the denying, or not worship-
ping and glorifying the true God as God, and our
God ; and the giving of that worship and glory to
any other, which is due to him alone.

The Question on Misslons—7. Who sre our
missionaries in I{orea ? Mr. Foote, Dr. Grierson,
Mr. McRae, Mr. Robb, and their wives; Miss Mo-
Cully, Dr. Iiate McMillan, Miss Robb, Miss Mair,
Mr. L. L. Young (under appointment).

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

‘1. How had Abram shown distrust of God ?..
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Lesson VIII. GOD’'S COVENANT WITH ABRAM February 24, 1907

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—After Lot’s departure, the Lord again promised to Abram the whole land
of Canaan, and assured him that his descendants should be as the dust of the earth for number. Abram moved
southward to Hebron, a city about 19 miles south of Jerusalem.. (See cb. 13: 14-18.) While he was here,
he learned that Lot, with many others in Sodom, had been taken captive in war, ch. 14: 1-12, He accord-
ingly set out with 318 fighting men to rescue his nephew, vs, 13-16. On his way back Abram gave to Mel-
chizedek, king of Salem, that is, Jerusalem, a priest of God, n tenth of the spoils he had taken (vs. 18-20),
and refused to take any payment from the king of Sodom, ch. 14 : 21-24.

GOLDEN TEXT—He believed in the Lord ; and he counted it to him for righteousness.—Genesis 15 : 6.
Memorizevs. 5, 6. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 15:1, 5-16. Read Genests, chs. 15t0 17.

Co

1 After these things the word of the Lorp came
unto A’bram in a vision, saying, Fear not, A’bram :
1 am thy shield, and thy exceedmg great reward.

5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said,
Look now toward heaven, and teli the stars, if thou
be able to !number them : and he said unto him,
So shall thy seced be.

.6 And he believed in the Lorp; and he counted
it to him for righteousness.

7 Andhesaid unto him, I am the Lorp that brought
thee out of Ur of the Chal’dees, to give thee this land
to inherit it.

8 And he said, 2Lord Gob, whereby shall I know
that I shall inherit it ?

9 And he said unto him; Tuke me an heifer of
three years old, and a she goat of three years old,
and a ram of three years old, and & turtle-dove,
and a young pigeon. . .

10 And he took 3unto him all these, and divided

them in the midst, and lawl each 4 picce one against
another :_but the birds divided he not.

11 And Swhen the fowls came down upon the
carcasses, 8 A’brom drove them away?

12 And when the sun was going down, a deep
sleep fell upon A’bram; and, lo, an horror of great
darkness fell upon him. .

13 And he said unto A’bram, Know of a surety
that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that s
not their’s, and shall serve them; and they shall
afflict them four hundred years;

14 _And aleo that nation, whom they shall serve.
will I judge: and afterward shall they come out
with great substance. .

15 7And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace:
thou shalt be buried in & good old age.

16 8But in the fourth generation they shall come
hither again: for the iniquity of the ® A’morites s
not yet full.

Revised Version—!tell; 20; 30mit unto; $half over against the other; Sthe birds of prey; ¢and;

TBut; 8And; 9 Amorite,

Dally Beadings-- (Courtesy, 1. B. R. A.)—M.—God’s covenant with Abram, Gen, 15: 1-16, T.—
The covenant renewed, Gen, 17 : 1-8. W.—Remembered, Ex. 6 : 2-8. Th.—Exhortation to praise, Ps. 105 :
1-15. F.—Another covenant, Jer. 31 : 31-37. S.—A better covenant, Heb. 8: 1-13. 8.—Our inheritance,
1 Pet. 1: 1-9,

THE LESSON

I. ABraM’s
FRIEND.— 1.
After these
things; that is,
after Abram’s res-
cue of Lot from
his foreign captors.
The word (mes-
sage) of the Lord;
an expression fre-
quently used of
revelations to the
prophets (see 2
Sam. 7:4; Jer
1:2; Bzek.1:3).

In a vision ; th
ABRAM'S DEEP SLEEP fifth of the’ ninz

coxlz;l::ogm];c‘dl:)gg: tpexg{u;? ‘gso;}tl’g divine appearances
hair cioth. In the foreground is to Abram during
the altar of stones, and Abram his lifetime (For
deep in sleep. the others, sce chs.
15:7; 12:1; 12:7; 13:14; 15:1; 17:1;
18:1; 22:1; 22:15). Fear not. By interfer-
ing on Lot’s behalf, Abram had made powerful
cnemies. Besides, since he had as yet no son, God’s
promise of numerous descendants scemed no nearer
fulfilment than ever. He was thus in great need of
encouragement. Thy shield; protecting him from
every enemy and danger (compare Ps. 3:3; 18: 2,
30; 28:7). Reward. God would see that Abram
should not be the loser for such deeds as building
altars for His worship, and his generosity towards Lot.

EXPLAINED

5-7. Abroad ; into the open air. Teil ; count.
Belleved ; showed the faith that accepts every
blessing as God’s gift, not looking upon it as earned
by one’s own good works. Counted it . . for right-
eousness., The right heart was the guarantee of
the righteous conduct. In like manner are we
saved, Rom. 4': 20-25; 5: 1. Chaldees; a tribe
living at that time in Lower Babylonia, near Ur, who
afterwards became the ruling class in the Babylonian
empire. They were idolatrous sun-worshipers.

II. ABraw’s QuEstion.—8, 9. Lord GOD.
““God " is in capitals because it represents (as in
Deut. 3:24; 9:26) the divine name *“Jechovah”,
which the reader was not allowed to pronounce, so
sacred was it. The reader was to say Elohim, ** God”,
“ Lord”, which when printed in capitals in our
English Bible, also stands for ** Jehovah”, is here,
in ordinary type, 2 mere title of honor. Whereby
shall I know..? Like Moses, Elijah, John the
Baptist, Abram had his scasons of depression and
doubt. Take me an heifer, ctc. God graciously
renewed His covenant with Abram, using the forms
commorn among the people of the time. Three
years. Three, like seven, was a sacred number,
employed in solemn oaths and declarations.

10-12. Divided them in the midst ; so that the
parties making the ccvenant might pass between.
The underlying ides in this ceremony was that the
two cntering into it were to be as closely united as if
the blood of each had been transfused into the otber's
veing. Sun..going down. Therefore a day
must have intervened since v. 5. Deep sleep; a
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supernatural trance (compare ch. 2: 21), Horror,
etc.; preparing for the dark announcement of v. 13.
III. ABraM’S DESCENDANTS.—13-16, Thy
seed . . a stranger ; a sojourner, one dwelling for a
time in a place. Land..nos their's; Egypt.
Shall serve; as slaves. Four hundred years;
a round number (Ex. 12: 40 says ‘* four hundred
and thirty years’”). Will I judge; punish, a refer-
ence to the plagues of Egypt. Substance ; wealth.
Go to thy fathers ; join them in the unseen world,
not in the grave, since Abram's ancestors were buried
in Ur and Haran. Good old age ; 175 years it was,
according to ch. 25 : 7. Fourth generation ; each
generation being reckoned as a hundred years.
Hither ; to Canaan. Amorites; a general name
for the original inhabitants of Canaan. Not yet
full. God would spare them longer, giving them
time to repent. Vs. 17-21 tell of the completion of
the ceremony, and describe the territory which God
promised to give to the descendants of Abram.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
Palestine lies between the Mediterranean and the

desert. The land is disposed in four parallel bands,
running north and south:

A \:ﬁﬂ (1) The maritime plain ;
wdako{ (2) The central range of
Junasud hills; (3) The Jordan

sea level at the Dead
Sea); (4) The eastern
range. There are all varie-
ties of climate, from the
sub-tropical of the Jordan
valley at its lower end,
to the sub-Alpine at its
upper end oa the heights
< | of Hermon. The pro-
oUR} ducts are equally various
—palms in Jericho, and
pine forests in Lebanon ;
vines and olives on the hills that rise from the
coast plain, and wheat ficlds in the valleys that
pierce the central range.

AN ORIENTAL SIDELIGHT

We sec Abraham entering into ** blood friendship **
with God. This means, ** that he is ready to make a
complete surrender of himself to Him with whom‘he
covenants.” And to this day, all over the East,
Abrabam is known as ‘' Khaleel-Allah,” * the

valley (1300 feet above.

Friend of God,” or * Ibriheem-el-Khaleel-Allah*’,
** Abraham the Friend’’, the one Friend of God.
LESSON QUESTIONS

What promise did God renow to Abram ? How is
the number of his descendants described ¢ Whither
did Abram remove ? What news was brought to
him ? How did he act? What did he give to
Melchizedok ?

1, 6-7 How often did God appeur to Abram during
his life ? What reasons had Abram for discourage-
ment 2 What did God announce Himself as being.to
him ? How does Jesus say His followers will be
rewarded ? (Mark 10: 29, 30.) On what ground
did God reckon Abram righteous ? How. are we,
saved ?

8-12 Explain the printing of * God " in cnpltn]s
here. How was Abram’s faith. helped ? Descnbe
the making of the covenant. What signs has Christ
appointed to set forth the blessings of salvation'?
(S. Catechism, Ques. 92, 93.) Where, in the New
Testament, i3 God s oath referred to ? (Heb. 6 :
17, 18.)

13-16 How long were Abram’s descendants to
dwell in Egypt ? In what way were the Egyptians
to be punished ? Why did God not xmmedmtely
drive out the people of Canaan ? What is the pur-
pose of God’s -longsuffering ? (Rom. 2:4.)

FOR .DISCUSSION ’

1. Has the promise of v. 5 been made good ?'

2. Of what use are the sacraments ? (See Shorter
Catechism, Ques. 92, for deﬁnmon of a sacramenc)

A LESSON FOR LITE

Just now, many towns and cities in Ontario are
planning how they may use the electric'power gene-
rated by the mighty Falls of Niagara, for lighting
their streets and houses, and driving their machinery.
God offers us His bovndless grace and strength, that
we may be able to live purely and righteously. Our
faith is like the poles and wires that carry the electrio
energy. It brings into our lives God’s almighty help.

Prove from Scripture—That God is faithjul.

8horter Catechism-—Review Questions 44-47,

The Questions on Missions—8, Has the work
in Korca been successful 2 Yesy Though the work
is new, there are already 32 congregations, 22 clmreh
buildings, 500 church members, and 9 day schools.
In all parts of Korea, under all missions, there is
wonderful progress.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS -
1. "'Why did God confirm His promise to Abram by anoath ?...........c.iiiiiiiniinen, e '

....... R R R I R R

2. Show from the Lesson that God is merciful to the wicked..........co.oiiiiiiliiii i,

24

YWhat does the Lesson teach about the way tobesaved 2.... ..o iuivivnaan. Ceeeresniaanaes [



22 Abraham Pleading for Sodom

Lesson IX. ABRAHAM PLEADING FOR SODOM March 3, 1907

BETWEEN THE LESSONS8—Ch. 106 tells the story of Hagar’s banishment from Abram’s encampment,
owing to Sarai’s jealousy, of her return after the Lord’s appearance to her in the wilderness, and of the birth
of Ishmael. In ch. 17, we have an account of the change of Abram’s and Sarai’s names to Abraham and,
Sarah, respectively; of the institution of circumeision; and of a definite promise of the birth of a son to Sarah.
The Lesson chapter opens with the arrival of three “‘men’ (v.2) at Abraham’s tent door, one of whom, called
by Abrabam, “My lord"” (v. 3, Rev. Ver.), renews the promise that Sarah shall have a son.

GOLDEN TEXT--Men ought always to pray, and not to faint.—Luke 18: 1.

Memorize vs. 23-26. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 18 : 16-33.

16 And the men rose up from thence, and looked
toward Sod’om : and A‘braham went with them to
bring them on the way, .

17 Aund the Loup_ said, Shall I hide from A'bra-
ham that 1thing which I do;

18 Seeing that A’braham shall surcly become a
great and mnghtr natiua, and all the nations of the
earth shall be blessed in him ? . .

19 For I 2know him. that he will command his
children and his household after him, 3and they shall
keep the way of the Lorp, to do justice and judg-
ment; ‘that the Lorp may bring upon A’braham
that which he hath spoken of him.

20 And the Lorp said, Because the cry of Sod’om
and Gomor’rah is great, and because their sin is vary
grievous; ’

21 I will go down now, and see whether they have
done altogether according to the cry of it, which is
come unto me; and if not, I will know.

22 And the men turned Stheir faces from thence,
and went toward Sod’om : but A’braham stood yet
before the Lorbp.

23 And A’braham drew near, and said, 8 Wilt thou
also destroy the righteous with the wicked ? .

24 Peradventure there be fifty righteous within
the city : Swilt thou also destroy and not spare the
place for the fift - righteous that are therein ?

25 That be ia* from thee to do after this manner,
to slay the rightwous with the wicked : 7and that
the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far

Read the chapter.

fx;orr’n thee : Shall not the Judge of all the earth do
right

.26 And the Lorp said, If I find in Sod‘om fifty
righteous within the city, then I will spare all the
place for their 8sakes.

27 And A’brasham answered and said, Behold now,
I have taken upon me tospeak unto the Lorp, which
am but dust and ashes:

. 28 Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty
righteous : wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of
five? And he said, 91 1 find there forty and five,
I will not destroy 1t. B}

29 And he spake unto him yet again, and said,
Peradventure there shall be forty found there.
And he said, I will not do 1¢ for 19 forty’s sake.

30 And he said Runto him, Oh let not the Lono
be angry, and I will speak: Peradventure there
shall be thsrty found there. And he said, I will
not do ¢, if 1 find thirty there.

31 And he said, Behold now, 1 have taken upon
me to speak unto the Lonp : Peradventure there shall
bhe twenty found there. And he said, I will not
destroy it for 19 twenty's sake.

32 And he said, Oh let not the Loup be angry
and I wili speak yet but this once: Peradventure
ten shall be found there. And he said, I will not
destroy it for 1°ten’s sake.

33 And the Loxn went his way, as soon as he had
left communing with A’braham: and A’brsham
returned unto his place.

Bevised Version—! Omit thing; 2have known him, to the end that he may command ; 3that they may ;
3to the end that; 3Omit their faces; 6 Wilt thou consume ? 7that so; 8sake; Y1 will not destroy it, if I find

there forty and five; 9the; Omit unto him.

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I. B. R. A.)—M.—Entertaining angels, Gen. 18: 1-8, T.—Abraham

pleading for Sodom, Gen. 18: 16-33. 'W.—Deztruction of Sodom, Gen. 19 : 1-3, 13-25.

Th.—Intercession

of Moses, Ex. 32: 7-14. F.—Danicl’s praycr, Dan. 9: 9-10. S.—Encouragement, James 5 : 10-20, 8.—

Persevering prayer, Luke 18: 1-8.

THE LESSON

I. Tee VisiTors.—16-19. Men ; Abraham’s
three visitors from heaven, who appeared in human
form, vs. 1, 2 (compare Mark 16: 5). Looked
toward Sodom ; perhaps from an elevation, three
miles cast of Hebron, now the site of the village Beni
Ne'in. Here the Dead Sea, 18 miles away, can be
scen through gaps in the hills,. The Lord. Abra-
ham now knew, as probably he did not at first, that
one of his visitors was the Almighty Himself. Shall
I hide..? Abraham was so loyal and trusty a
friend, that God would share His plans with him.
‘To the end that (Rev. Ver.), etc., v. 19. Abraham
was to become the founder of a nation which should
serve God and preserve the knowledgoe of God in the
world. It was with this in view, that God revealed
Himself so fully to him.

II. Tee MessaGE.—20-22. Cry of Sodom
and Gomorrah; the report of their appalling
wickedness, which, like the cry of Abel's blood (ch.
4 : 10), bod reached heaven. Go down (the wicked
cities were 4,300 fect lower than Hebron) . . and see.
The Lord will not punish until He has found out the
cxact truth. The men; two of them, the Lord
remaining with Abraham.

EXPLAINED

III. THE PRAYER.—+23-33. Drew near; not
merely in bodily
presence, but in
cager desire and
strong faith (see
Heb. 10: 22). Per-
adventure, etec.
Tot, still 2 righte-
ous man (2 Pet. 2:
7)., was in Sodom,
and Abraham
hoped that there
were more there
like him. Destroy
the righteous
with the wicked.
Abraham doces not
sec how God can
save the righteous
without also sav-
ing the wicked.
Judge .. do
right? Abrabham
v7as sure of this, as

APPLES OF SODOM

Grow on shores of Dead Sea;
look like tempting apples or
oranges, but explode on being
pressed, leaving nothing but
the empty rind.




Abraham Pleading for Sodom

we may be, though, like children, we cannot under-
stand tho * why "’ of God’s doings. Not destroy it
for ten's sake ; in answer to Abraham'’s sixth peti-
tion. Nothing will destroy a city or a nation so surely
as wickedness, and those who do most for their real
prosperity are the righteous people in them. The
Lord went his way ; merciful and patient, but the
wicked must be punished. Ch. 19 : 29, 30 tells how
God at length answered Abraham’s prayer by saving
Lot, tho one rightecous man in Sodom, with his two
daughters, whilst He destroyed all the wicked and
their possessions.
THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Tne Five Crries oF THE Praix- It is not certain
whether they were situ-
ated at the north or at
the south end of the
Dead Sea. The geology
of the region is similar
to that of the oil regions
of Canada and the
United States. *In
such soil great reser-
voira of gas and oil are
formed, and suddenly
discharged by their own
pressure or by earth-
< quake. The gas ex-
plodes, carrying high up
into the air masses of
the oil, which fall back
in fiery rain.” In this manner the wicked citics may
have been destroyed. Hrnron—Near to which
Abraham now lived, became his burial place, as
also that of Isaac and Jacob.

AN ORIENTAL SIDELIGHT

** There is a Jewish story,”” says Professor McFad-
yen, ** of 2 mother who had two sons, one a potter and
one a gardener. The gardener asked her to pray for
rain to water his plants, the potter asked her to pray
for dry weather to dry his vessels. She loved them
both: whom was sho to pray for ? The moral is
that .. ono could not deliberately pray for that
which he knew would injure some other.”

LESSON QUESTIONS

Whither did Hagar flece? Who appeared to her
there ? What was she told to do? To what was
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Abram’s name changed ? Sarai’s ? What promise
was made concerning her ?

16-19 Whence did visitors come to Abraham ?
From what point may they have looked toward
Sodom 2 How far from them was the Dead Sea ?
Who did One of the visitors turn out to be ? Why
did God reveal Himself so fully to Abraham ? Who
learn " the sceret of the Lord™??  (Ps. 25 : 14))

20-22 Explain ** the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah.”
Why must Abraham’s visitors * go down ” in order to
reach the Dead Sea ? Show that God searches the
hearts of men. (1 Chron. 28:9.)

23-33 For whom did Abraham pray ? How many
times did he plead 2 When did Moses pray for his
people ? (Ex. 32: 32)) Where do we find our,
lord’s prayer for His followers 2 (John, ch., 17.)
What was Paul willing to suffer for his countrymen ?
(Rom. 9:3.) For whom does he bid us pray ? (1
Tim. 2:1,2) Why did the Lord finally go on His
way ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Is a great disaster coming upon a person or
community proof that that person or community
has been speeially wicked 2 (Consider John 9: 3
and Luke 13: 1, 2.)

2. Does God always answer true prayer ?

4 LESSON FOR LIFE

A cannon, it is said, must be a hundred times as
heavy as the charge to be sent from it. And if our
words are to have influence with God or men, they
must have behind them a pure and upright life. I$
was beciuse Abraham had been a good man, that
there was such power in his prayers.

Prove from Scripture-~That Jesus is praying
for us.

Shorter Catechism -- Ques. 48. What are we
spectally taught by these words (bejore me) in the first
commandment? A. These words (bejore me) in the
first commandment teach us, That God, who sceth
all things, taketh notice of, and is much displeased
with, the sin of having any other God. .

The Question on Misslons—9. Do the Korcans
make good Christians ? They have to endure great
persecution ; they give very liberally ; they build all
their own churches; they preach to their fellow-
countrymen ; they excel in Bible study; they live
the gospel in their life.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Who were the three “"men” who visited Abraham 2...ccviivevnns e



24

Lesson X.

Isaac a Lover of Peace

ISAAC A LOVER OF PEACE

March 10, 1907

BETWEEN THE LESSONS-—Several of the most interesting stories in the Bible lic between last Lesson

and to-day’s.
ch. 21 : 1-21).

burial.

had come to escape from a famine in Canaan.
GOLDEN TEXT—BI

d are the p

We havoe in ch. 24 the charmingly romantic tale of Isanc’s marriage to Rebekah,
the Lesson is the region about Gerar, a city of the Philistines, and a valley of the same name.

Amongst these there is the account of Isaac’s birth, and of the feast made in his honor (see
Then there is the thrilling tale of the journey of father and son to Mount Morinh, where God
had commanded Abraham to offer Isaac as a sacrifice, ch. 22: 1-10.

Ch. 23 tells us of Sarah’s death and
The scene of
Hither Isaac

kers : for they shall be called the children of God.—Matthew s : 9.

Memorize vs. 16,17. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 26: 12-25. Read Genesis, chs. 20to 26.

12 Then I’saac sowed in that land, and * received
in the same year an hundred-fold : and the Lone
blessed him.

13 And the man waxed great, and 3went forward,
and grew until he became very great :

14 4 For ke had 3 possession of flocks, and % posses-
sion of herds, and ¢great store of servants: and the
Phil‘istines envied him.

15 ?For zll the wells which his father’s servants
had digzed in the days of A’brabam his father, the
Phil‘istines had stopped them, and filled them with

carth.

16 And Abim‘elech said unto I’saac, Go from us;
for thou art much mightier than we. . .

17 And I’saac departed thence, and 8pitched his
tent in the valley of Ge'rar, and dwelt there.

18 And I’saac digged again the wells of water,
which they had digged in the days of A’braham his
father; for the Phil’istines had stopped them after
the death of A’brabham : and he called their names
after the names by which his father had called them.

19 And I'saac’s servants digged in the valley, and
found there a well of springing water.

20 And the herdmen of Ge’rar Ydid strive with
I’saac’s herdmen, .s:tyinf;. ‘The water 18 our's: and
he called the name of the well E‘sck; because they
Wstrove with him,

21 And they digged another well, and Y strove for
that also : and he called the name of it Sit’nah,

22 And he removed from thence, and digged an-
other well; and for that they strove not: and_he
called the name of it Re‘hoboth; and he said, For
now the Loup hath made room for us, and we shall
be fruitful in the land.

23 And he went up from thence to Beer-she’ba.

.24 And the Lorp appeared unto him the some
night, and said, 1 am the God of A’braham thy
father : fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless
thee, and multiply thy seed for my servant A’bra-
ham’s sake, .

25 And he builded an altar there, and called upon
the name of the Lonrn, and pitched his tent there :
and there I’'sauc’s servants digged a well.

Revised Version—! And Isaac; *found; 3grew more and mare until; fand; Sposscessions; 6a great
houschold; 7 Now; *eacamped in the valley; 9strove; contended ; . Mthey. .

Dally Beatings—(Courtesy, I. B. R. A.)—M.—Isaac a lover of peace, Gen. 26: 12-25,
of peace, Gen. 26 : 26-33. W.—Exhortation to peace, 1 Pet. 3 : 8-17.
F.—The peace of God, Col. 3: 9-17. S.—The. Peacemaker, Matt. 52 1-12.

‘T.—4A treaty
Th.~Wisdom uf peace, James 3 : 5-18.
~—"Our Peace,” Eph. 2: §-18.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. Jsaac’s WEALTH. — 12-15. Sowed. By
combining tha tilling of the soil with the keeping of
flocks and herds, Isanc set finner foot in the land
than Abraham.. That land ; of the Philistines, in
the southwest corner of Palestine. An hundred-
£014; of whest or barley—
a very large yield, though
not uncommon now in the
rich, soil of Hauran, the
region across the Jordan
from Northern Palestinc.
The wells ; upon which.
in that country of little
rain, and streame that
dried up in summer, pco-
ple were, and are, very de-
pendent for water. Days
ofAbraham; whoalso had
dwelt for a time in the
same region, ch. 20: 1.
Had stopped them.; to
prevent Isasc from camp-

1and.

II. isaac’s Fous.—16-21. Abdimelech; king
of the Philistines, v. 8. There had been a king of the
samo name in Abmham'e time, ch. 20: 2. It was'
probably a title, like Kaiser. Pitched his tent;
made his cncampment. Valley of Gerar; away
from the ncighborhood of the city. The ** valley™

AT THE WELL'S MOUTH

A dgsc;t well, .{gpped by adlc;w itoncbwa‘l‘l. Th&:
g N . water is drawn with a rope and leathern bucket, an
ing or scttling on their s 4" wvov in large earthenware jar.

was one of the many watercourses found in Palestine.
filled in the wet season with a rushing torrent, which
dwindles in the dry scason to a mere thread of water,
or goes dry cntirely. In the bed of such water-
caurses wells may often be found by digging. Here,
too, the Thilistines had
stopped the wells dug by
Abrsham, so resolved were
they to keep the stran-
gers out of their land.
Springing water; a vein
of water furnishing an
unfailing supply—a price-
less **find” in that hot,
dry region. Esek . .
Sithah. ¥or the mean-
ing of the names see Mar-
gin of Bible. ’

TI1. Isaac’s FriexD.
— 22-25. Removed:
choosing to yield rather
than quarrel—so truly was
heamanof pecace. Reho-
hoth. TFor meaning, sce
Margin of Bible. This place was 19 miles southwest
of Beer-sheba, The remains of wells are still to be
scen there. Frudtful; prosperous. Beer-sheba;
a southernmost city. The God of Abraham.
We can get no better inheritance from our fathers
than the knowledge of God aund the love of His ser-

st kAt YCrm




Isaac a Lover of Peace

vice. Fear not. Isaac would not fight for himself,
Nor had he need : God would be his Protector. For
my servant Abraham’s sake; because God's
promise to Abraham was meant for bis descendants
as well as himself. Builded an altar; thus pro-
cluming his faith in God who had given him these
great promises. Called upon the name, ctc.;
worshiped God constantly and regularly.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Tae PeorLE oF Canaan- \When Abraham came
into Canaan he found the land full of inhabitants.
These were descendants

»@] of Canaan, the son of
Tobeko Ham (sce Gen. 10: 15-
semaxne|  19), and tribes of other

races who had become
united with them. The
Perizzites mentioned in
Lesson VII. may have
belonged to one of these
peoples of different
blood from the Canaan-
ites. ‘The Philistines are
spoken of (Lesson X.)
as already in southwest-
ern Palestine. We are
to think, therefore, of
Abraham and his family
und followers, \Wwho were descendants of Shem, Noal's
cldest son, as living in a well populated country,
surrounded by tribes of a strange, ami sometimes
hostile, race.

AN ORIENTAL SIDELIGBET

Here are three wise sayings from the East @

** A quarrel is like a breach in the.bank of a river ;
when it is once made, it grows wider and wider.”

** Blessed is he who submits to a reproach and is
sileat; for & hundred cvils depart from him.”

** Strife is the beginning of a hundred Iawsuits.”

LESSON QUESTIONS

Mention some of the stories of the Bihle between
last Iesson and to-day’s. What is the scene of the
present: Lesson 2 Why had Isaac come to Gerar ?

12-15 Upon what new occupation did Isaac enter ?
Where is the land of the Philistines 2 What return
did Isanc's sowing yicld 2 How did the Philistines
show their envy 2 With what other sins does Paul

L3
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cluss envy ? (Gal. 5: 21.) What is the cure for
envy ? (1 Cor. 13: 4.)

16-21 Wha! king asked 1saac to remove ? Whither
did Isaae go? Who had digged wells here also? Who
had stopped them ? How did Isaac honor his
father 2 What is the promise to those who imitate
him in this? (Eph. 6: 1-3.)

22-25 To what place did Tsaac ot last come ¥ Who
appeared to him there ? What promises were given
to him ? How did Isaac acknowledge God ? What
does Jesus say about the duty of publiely confessing
Him ?  (Matt. 10 : 32, 33.)

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Does religion help or hinder one's suceess ia life?
2, Yiclding versus fighting, as & means of conquer-
ing our encmies ?

A LESSON FOR DAILY LITE

Isnac was no coward because he yielded. The
peaceable way is, usually, in the long run, the best
way. At one time, the cannibal natives of one side
of the island of Erromanga were threateniug the
lives of our missionary, Dr. Robertson, and his wife,
Dr. Roberteon, in spezking of the -davger, quietly
reinarked, ** We went to the other side of theisland,”
The wrath of the patives Ly and by passed away, and
tlic missionaries could again safely live an.onz them.

2

Prove from Scripture—7':a!-wt should:lovepcace.

Shorter Catechism — Ques. 49. Which 15 ‘the
second commandment? A. The second command-
ment is, Thou shalt not muke unto thee any graven
image, orany likeness of any thing that is in heavén
above, or that is in the carth beneath, or that iz in
the water under the earth : thou shalt not bow down
thyself to them, nor serve them : for I the Lord thy
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the
fathiers upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me ; and showinginerey
unto thousands 6f them that love me, and keep my
commendments,

The Questlon on Missions-—10. Why has the
work in Korea been so successful 2 It was God’s
will that it should be so. The Koreans had few
beliefs before the gospel came. They are very
inquisitive about new things. They are inteligent
to recognize the truth. The faithfulness of the carly
belicvers gave the gospel a good name.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How did Isaac get a firmer hold of Canaan than Abraham

«
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3. By what actions did Isanc show his faith in God 2. ivviieviiininanens .

Describe Isaac's method of dealing with his enemics. ..
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26 Jacob and Esau

Lesson X1,

JACOB AND ESAU

March 17, 1907

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—After Ispac had returned to Beer-sheba, Abimelech, the king of the
Philistines, sought an alliance with him, realizing the advantage of being on friendly terms with one so highly
favored of God. Ch. 26 : 26-33 tells of the agreement made between Isaae and Abimelech. Esau, the elder
son of Isanc and Rebekah, appears once more upon the scene. He had sold his birthright to Jacob (see ch.
25 : 29-34). We are told also of his grieving his parents by marrying heathen wives (ch. 26 : 34, 35). The
Lesson tells of Rebekah’s plan for gecuring to Jacob the blessing and birthright of the elder son.

GOLDERN TEXT—Lying lips are abomination to the Lord : but they that deal truly are his delight.—
Proverbs 12 : 22,
Memorize vs. 21-23. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 27 : 15-23, 41-45. Read Genesis
27:1-45; 29 :18-25; 37: 31-35.

15 And Rebek’sh_took !goodly raiment of her
eldest son Esau, which were with her in the house,
and put them upon_ Ja’cob her younger son :

16 And she put the ¢kin3 of the kids of the goats
upon his kands, and upon the smooth of his ncek :

17 And she gave the savoury meat and the bread,
which she had prepared, into the hand of her son
Ja’cob. 3 .

18 And he came unto his father, and said, My
father : end he said, Here am I; who art thou, my

son ?

19 _And Ja’cob said unto his father, I am E‘sau
thy firstborn; I have done according as thou badest
me : arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison,
that thy soul may bless me. L.

And I’saac_ssid unto his son, How is it that
thou hast found it so quickly, my son ? And he said,
Because the Lorp thy Gad 2 brought it to me.

21 And I’saac said unto Ja‘’cob, Come near, I pray
thee, that I raay feel thee, my son, whether thou be
my very son E’‘sau or not. .

22 And Ja’cob went near unto I’saac his father;

and he felt him, and said, The voice is Ja’cob’s voice,
but the hands are the hands of E’sau.

23 And he discerned him not, because his hands
were hairy, as his brother E'sau's hands: so he
blessed him.

41 And E’sau hated Ja‘cob because of the blessin
wherewith his father blessed him : and E’sau sai
in his heart, The days of mourning for my father are
at hand; then will I slay my brother Ja’cob.

42 And 3these words of LE’sau her elder son were
{old to Rebek’ah : and she sent and called Jafcob
her younger son, and said unto him, Behold, thy
brother E’sau, as touching thee, doth comfort him-
self, purposing to kill thee.

- 43 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; and
arise, flee thou to La‘ban my brother to Har'an;

And tarry with him 2 few days, until thy
brother’s fury turn away;

45 Until thy brother’s anger turn away from thee,
and he forget that which thou hast done to him:
then I will send, and fetch thee from thence: why
should I be 4deprived ®also of you both in one day?

Revised Verslon—! the goodly raiment of Esau her elder son; 2sent me good speed ; 3the; 4bereaved :

Omat also,

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I. B. R. A.)—M.—Dazception, Geu, 27 : 1-14. T.—Jacob and Esau, Gen.
27: 15-29. W.—Esau’s grief, Gen, 27 : 30~40. Th.—Jacob and Esau, Gen. 27 : 41-45. F.—Esau’s folly,
Gen. 25 : 27-34, S.-~—Privilege despised, Heb. 12: 9-17. S.—Spesking the truth, Eph. 4 : 17-32.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. Reperan’s DecEiT.—15-17. Goodly rai-
ment..of..Esau; his * best clothes,” which
would have upon them the odor of the open fields
(compare v. 27). Jacob; his mother’s favorite, of
her two sons, ch. 25 : 28. Before the birth of Esau
and Jacob, God had said that the elder should serve
the younger, Rom. 9: 11, 12. Rebckah sought to
bring about the fulfilment of this prophecy in her
own way. Jacob was now morec than forly years
old (ch. 26 : 34), and, therefore, fully responsible for
his consent to carry out his mother’s plan.  Skins ;
to imitate the rough and hairy skin of Esau, v. 11.
Savoury meat, ctc. (sce v. 9); to take the place of
the venison which Isanc had asked Essu to fetch,
vs. 2.5,

II. Jacom’s Lie.—18-23. My father; a son
tricking his own father and taking advantage of the
old man’s blindness. What could be more des-
picable ? Hers am I ; the Hcbrew equivalent of
our " Yes,” with which onc answers when addressed.
Thy firsthorn ; and as such cntitled to the ** bless-
ing," which consisted in being recognized as the head
of the family, with authority over its other members
(sce v. 29). Afterwards, according to the law of
Moses, the cldest son received double the share of the
other members of the family, Deut. 21 : 17. Isaac
said, cte. (v. 20). Isnac doubted Jacob’s word for
two reasons, (1) It was unlikely that Esau could
bave returned so soon from hunting ; (2) The voice

l\‘c heard wasnot
like Esau’s voice.
He sald .. the
Lord thy God,
ete. Jacob, by us-
ing God’snamein
support of his de-
ceit, added blas-
phemy to lying
Convinced at
last, that Ja-
cob was his clder
son, Isaac eats of
the dish brought
tohimandblesses
Jucob, vs. 24-29.
The vs.30-36 tell
of Esau’s return
and of his grief
and anger at the
discovery of
LENRTILES Jacob's trick. In

A small plant, like the vetch or tare. v5. 39, 40, we
Seeds formed part of Jacob's pottage. have Isanc's pre-

diction concerning Esau and his descendants,

III. EsAu's ANGER.—42-45. Days of mourn-
ing; for the death of Isaae, mno'w near at hand
(sce vs. 4, 7). The period of mourning was
usually seven days. Even within  that time




Jacob and Esau

Fsau will slay Jacob. Laban. Sce ch. 24:29.
3end, . . fetch thee; a plan never realized.
Rebekah never saw Jacob again. Bereaved of you
both (Rev. Ver.); of Jucob by the hand of Esnru,
and of Esau by the hand of justice, since Jacob’s
kinsfolk and retainers would slay Esau, according
to the custom of the time. ‘This is the usual
explanation. But possibly * both’ refers to Isaac,
her husband, end Jacob, her son. In any case, the
foolish Rebekah would suffer bitterly for her favor-
itism toward her younger son.
THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

HaraN—Where Laban, Jacob’s uncle, dwelt, is still
the name of a district. It was here that Abraham
first lived after his de-

;,;{’ﬁ“ parture from Ur, and
jha,| Dbefore his coming to
emaxug] Canaan, Haran is the
Carrhie of the Grecks,

where Crassus feli, de-

feated by the Parthisans,

obti frhcdgsccndantsof Esau
i inhabited the land of
Dea Edom. This was a re-
Sea gion lying between the
Q) “toq, southern end of the
% Dead Sea and the Gulf
< of Akabah, the castern
ToUR} of the two tongues which
the Red Sea thrusts up

into the land. It is a
mountainous country and parts of it are barren.
in other parts, however, there are fruitful valleys
showing many signs of former cultivation. Fine
streams flow through these valleys, which are
filled with trces and flowers. On the uplands to the
east there are rich pasture lands and grain fields.

AN OQORIENTAL SIDELIGHT

Says Mr. Lane, in, Social Life in Egypt, ** An un-
dutiful child is the rarest of beings.. . A grown-up son
will not smoke or lounge in his father’s sight, and I
have seen sory of thirty or forty attentively waiting
on their father while he dines, and absolutely refus-
ing to cat anything until he has finished.”

i
LESSON QUESTIONS

Why did Abimelech seck to be on good terms with
Isanc ?

27

15-17 Which of Isaac’s senses was failing 2 How
did Rebekah plan to deceive his zense of smell 2 Of
touch ? Show that Jacob wag fully responsible for
his share in the plot to deceive his father. What
man and his wife, in the early Christian church,
attempted to dececive the apostles 2 Against wwhom
is it said that they lied? What was their fate ?
(Acts 5 : 1-11.)

18-23 Why was Jacob’s deceit specially despi-
cable ? What was the blessing of the first-born ?
Why did Isaac doubt Jacob ? Of what additional
sin was Jacob guilty in, using God'’s name ?

How did Esuu feel when he discovered Jacob’s
trick ? What did Isaac say of Esau and his des-
cendants ? N

41-46-How did Esau resolve to be revenged ?
When would he take revenge 2 Whither did Rebe-
kah advise Jacob to go ? What is the sure outcome
of plans contrary to God’s will 2, (Ps. 127 : 1.)

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Is deception ever allowable ?
2. Does greed pay ?

A LESSON FQR LIFE

Trust in one another is tho bond that unites the
members of a family. Where this is lacking, they
are scparated as mountains and oceans cannot sep-
arate them. Any deceitful word or deed that mars
or destroys this mutual confidence of father and
mother, parents and children, brothers and sisters,
is a blow 2t the sweetest happiness we can ever
know on carth. Rather than strike such a blow, by
speech or act, let our tongue cleave to the roof of
our mouth and our right hand be withered !

Prove from Scripture—7hat envy is wrong ?

Shorter Catechism — Ques. 50. Vhat 8 re-
quircd in the sccond commandment # A. The second
commandment requireth the receiving, observing,
and keeping pure and entire, all such religious wor-
ship and ordinance as God hath appointed in his
word.,

The Questlon on DMissions—11. What is the
outlook in Korea ? There is a wonderful turning
of the people to God. Churches are overcrowded.
Many of the buildings have had to be enlarged.
With a large staff of missionaries, the whole country
could be won for Christ.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Why did Rebekah wish to get the birthright of the first-torn for Jacob?....cooov cov.L. ... .
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28 Woes of Drunkenness

Lesson XII.

e

W

)

Sl

7,‘ |

DRINKING WINE

An ancient Assyrian decoration. Four men seated
at a table are drinking from a huge carved vessel, The
age of the tablet shows that the sin of drunkenness
does not belong to our times alone.

WOES OF DRUNKENNESS

March 24, 1907

THE LESSON SETTING—This is the special
Quarterly Temperance Lesson. It is from a late
date in the history of God’s people, more than a
thousand years after that of last Lesson. The 400
years’ sojourn (Gen. 15 : 13, Lesson VIIL) is long
since past, and for 700 years, the Israelites have been
settled in Canaan. 230 years before the date of the
Lesson, the nation §pm into two kingdoms, Israel to
the north. and Judah to the south. In both king-
doms many cvile had grown up, and among these the
sin of drunkenness. JIsaiah, the great prophet of
Judah, warned his people earnestly against this sin,
Speaking, about 725 B.C., he declares that God will
soon punish the northern kingdum, by bringing
against Samaria, its capital, a foreign foe, who will
destroy it and carry away its people into captivity.
This prediction was fulfilled in 722 B.C., when the
Assyrians swooped down from the northeast upon
Israe). The prophet draws from the swiftly ap-
proaching fate of Isrgel a warning for Judah. It

will not escape 2 like doom unless it forsakes its sins.

GOLDEN TEXT—Wine and new wine take away the heart.—Hosca 3 : 11.

Memorize v. 7.

7 But they also have erred througn wine, and
through strong drink are ?out of the way; the priest
and the prophet have erred through strong drink,
they are swallowed up of wine, they are 2out of the
way through strong drink; they err in vision, they
stumble 1 judgment. i .

8 For all tables are full of vomit and filthinecss,
8o that there 18 no place clean,

9 Whom 3shall he tesch knowledge? and whom
3ghall he make to understand 4 doctrine ? them that are
weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts®,

10 For Sprecept must be upon precept, precept

k3

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Isaiah 28: 7-13.

upon precent: line uvon line, line upon line; here a
little, “and there a liutle:

11 8 For-with stammering lips and another tangue
will he spenk to this people.

12 To whom_he said, This s the rest 2wherewsth
ye may cause the weary to rest : and this 7s the re-
freshing : yet they woukd not heur.

13 WBut the word of the Lonp M was unto them
precept upnn precept, precept unon precept; line
uoon line, line unon_line; here a little, 7and there n
little: that they 2 might go, and fall backward. and
be broken, and snared, and taken.

Revised Version—!these: ?gone astray; 3will: $the message; 37 (an interrogative); ©it is precept
upon; *Omit and; 8Nay, but by men of strange lips and with another tongue; ?give ye rest to him that

is weary; 9Therefore shall; Dbe; ¥may.

Dafly Readings—(Courtesy, I. B. R. A.)—M.—Woes of Drunkenness (Temperance Lesson), Isa. 28:
1-13. T.—Source of woe, Isa. §: 11-19, W.—Punishment, Isa. 5: 20-25. Th.—Way to poverty, Prov.
23 : 12-23. F.—Sclfish huxury, Amos 6 : 1-7. S.—Drink and defeat, 1 Kgs. 20: 13-21. S.—Waich! Matt.

24 : 42-51.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. DECEIVED.~7, 8. They also ; the people
of Judah, ss well as those of Israel (see Lesson
Setting, above). Erred. . goneastray (Rev. Ver.).
* Wine,” and ** strong drink '’ (liquors morec power-
ful than wine), cause them to minke mistakes and
miss the right course. Priest and..prophet; the
religious leaders of the pcople. Even they are the
slaves of drink. Swallowed up ; completely mas-
tered. Err in vision ; referring to the prophets,
whose business it was to convey God’s messages to
the people. Drink renders them unable to understand
the revelations which God gives them. Stumble
in judgment ; that is, the pricsts, who were the
appointed judges for difficult cases, Deut. 17 : 8, 9.
But their minds are too confused with drink to judge
rightly. All tables; ecven of their sacred feasts
and of God's house. Filthiness of mind and bLody is
the result of using strong drink. It is as if Isaiah
had surprised the drunkards over their cups, and
addressed to them his scathing rebuke.

II. IGNORANT.—9-12. Whom shall he teach ?
The retort of the revelers to the prophet. * Will

this man,” they indignanuly ask, *‘ lecture us after
this fashion ? Are we, then, infants?' Precept
upon precept, cte. The Hebrew is * Ki tsav la-
tsav, tsav la-tsav, qav la-qav, qav la-qav; ='cir
sham, z'eir sham.” Thus the topers mock with their
stammering, drunken speech their teacher, turning
his warning into a nurse’s child prattle.  These words
may be translated, ** Law on law, law on law ; saw
(saying) on saw, saw on saw; 2 bittic here and 2
bittic there.” Nay, but by men of strange lips,
cte. (Rev. Ver.). The prophet replies, that God will
speak to these tipsy mockers through people from a
foreign land, who stammer like themselves, hecause
they use an unfamiliar language. The reference is
to the Assyrians, who arec so soon to invade Isracl,
and against whom Judah, also, nceds warning.
Rest ; resting place.  Probably Jerusalem is meant,
God intended this city tn be 2 place of safety and rest
to iy people, when the storm of the Assyrian inva-
sion should burst upon the land. The weary ; the
common people, upon whom the burdens of life rested
heavily, and who would find these greatly increased
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by war. Would not hear. Like Jesus Himself,
Jong afterwards (John 5 : 40), Isainh had the sorrow
of seeing his people turn a deaf ear to his message.

I1I. CaprivE.—138. The word of the Lord;
His judgments. These should be like their mocking
representation of Isaiah’s message. They should
coine in a monotonous, wearisome, yet unavoidable
succession. GO ; into batile. Fall backward ;
be repulsed. Broken; defeated. Taken ; into
captivity. Within three years (B.C. 722) the people
of the northern kingdom wwere carried away captive
to Assyria, to be followed in B.C. 587 by the people
of Judah.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

At the time of the Lesson, B.C. 725, Canaan, has.
for 250 years, been divided into two kingdomis,
Israel to the north and
Judah to the south. The
Northern kingdom com-
prised ten. and the
Southern, two, of the
twelve tribes descended
from Jacob’s sons, who
had been dwelling in
their own land for 700
vears, since their return
from the bondage of
Egypt. On this new
settlement in Canaan,
they were governed by
‘* judges', and then by
three successive kings,
Saul, David and Solo-
mon, who ruled over the whole land. After Solomon’s
death, by reason of the folly of Rehoboam, his son,
in- refusing to listen to a just demand for more
lenient rule, division of the kingdom took place. The
capital of Judah was Jerusalom, and of Isracl,
Samaria. Away to the cast of these two kingdoms,
lay Babylon, whither, first the pcople of Israel, and
then of Judah, were to be carried away captive.

AN ORIENTAL SIDELIGHT

Mr. C. G. Trumbull, in hisrecent book, A Pilgrimage
to Jerusalem, writes: ** There is just as pure and
sparkling and safe water in Palestine as there is in
the rest of the world, and there is just as dangerous
water in the rest of the world as there is in Palestine.
..Many of us used the water of the country, and we
are all still alive to tell of it.  As for being forced to

Mediterrenean

. and true.
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drink wine for lack of water, there is as much need of
that as there is in America, but no more.”

LESSON QUESTIONS
What interval of time scparates last Lesson from

to-day’s ? How long had the Israclites been settled

in Canaan? When had the nation been divided
into two kingdoms? Give the names of these.
What foe was soon to destroy the kingdom.of Israel ?
Against what does Isaiah warn Judah ?

7, 8 What sin does Isaish denounce ? What
classes does he single out for special condemnation ?
For what did drink unfit the priests ?_ The prophets ?
What command had been given to Aaron regarding
the use of strong drink ? (Lev. 10: 8, 9.) What
% s the practice of John the Baptist 7 (Lukel : 15.)
What docs Paul say of the drunkard’s doom ? (1,
Cor. 6: 10.) .

9-12 Give and explain the retort of the drunkards
to Isaiab. With what threat does he reply 2 "Whom
had the people of Judah to blame for their danger ?
What may we expect if we neglect God’s offers and
warnings ?  (¥eb. 2: 3.)

18 To what are God’s judgments likened ? How
is the coming of Judah described ? When was
Israel carried into captivity ? Judah ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Why abstain from strong drink ?
2, Should the drink traffic be abolished ?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

Drink in Canada in A.D. 1907 is the same evil thing
that it was in Isracl and Judah in B.C. 725. It hurts
men’s bodies, takes away their strength and bright-
ness of mind, destroys every good and kindly feeling.
Drink drags men down below the level of the brutes,
and makes them ready for any crime.  Lives are lost,
homes are blasted* souls perish, through drink. Here
iz an encmy for all to fight. Let our blows be strong

Prove from Scripture—7%ha? we should be tem-

perale.

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 48-50.

The Question on Missions—12, What is our

church’s duty to Xorea ?

**Give of thy sons to bear the message glorious;
Give of thy wealth to speed them on their way;
Pour out thy soul for them in prayer victorious;
And all thou spendest Jesus will repay.”’

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What did Isainh say \yould be the consequence of his people’s sing 2. vviiiiiiiiiniininvranans -




30 Quarterly Review—First Quarter

Lesson XIII. REVIEW March 31, 1907

TO MAKE READY FOR THE BEVIEW—Rcad over each Lesson carefully, and see that you
kunow by heart the Lesson Title, Golden Text, and Lesson Plan, as given below. Revise your Supplem: n-
tal Bible work, Scripture Memory Passages, Shorter Catechism (Questions 39 to 50), and the Question
on Missions for the Quarter.

GOLDEN TEXT—The Lord knoweth them that are his.—2 Tim. 2 : 19.

Dally Readings—(Courtesy,I. B. R. A)—M.—God the Creator, Gen. 1: 1-25. T.—Man made
in the image of God, Gen. 1:26 to 2: 3. W.—Mar’s sin and God’s promise, Gen. 3: 1-15. Th.—
Noah saved in the ark, Gen. 8 : 1-16. F.—Abram called to be a blessing, Gen. 12: 1-8. S.—God’s
covenant with Abram, Gen. 15: 1-16. S.—Abraham pleading for Sodom, Gen. 18:'16-33.

Prove from Scripture—7That Jesus knows flis own followers.

Review CEART—First Quarter

© THE BEGINNING OF

MANKIND, AND OF Lesson TITLE GoLpEN TexT LussoN Prax
Gop's CHOSEN PEOPLE
I.—Gen. 1 : 1-25. God the Creator. In the beginning. Gen.Jl. The beginning. 2. The six days.
J: 1

II.—Gen. 1:26 to 2 : 3.]Man Made in the Image|God ereated man.—Gen.|l. God's likeness. 2. God'’s world
of God. 1: 27, 3. God's day.

1I1.—Gen. 3: 1-6, 13-15Man’s Sin and God’s{For as in Adam all die.—|1. The serpent. 2. The sinners.
Promise. 1 Cor. 15 : 22, 3. The Saviour.

{V.—Gen. 4: 3-15. The Story of Cain and|\Whosoever hateth his bro-{l. Worship. 2. Murder. 3. Pun-
Abel. ther.~1 John 3: 15. ishment.

V.—Gen. 8: 1-16. Noah Saved in the Ark.[I'he salvation of the rightl. The mountains. 2. The messen-

- cous.—Ps. 37 : 39, gers. 3. The dry land.

VI—Gen. 12: 1-8. Abram Called to Be ajl will bless thee.—Gen.Jl. The call. 2. The promise. 3.
Blessing. 12:2, The journey. 4. The altar.

VII.—Gen. 13 : 1-13. |Lot’s Choice. Take heed.—Luke 12: 15{1. The journey. 2. The strife. 3.

The offer. 4. The choice.
VIIL—Gen. 15 : 1, 5-16.[God’s Covenant with A-jHle believed in the Lord|l. Abram’s Friend. 2. Abram's

bram. —@Gen. 15 : 6. qQuestion. 3. Abram’s de-
scendants.
[X.—Gen. 18: 16-33. |Abraham Pleading for]Men ought always to pray.|t. The visitors. 2. The messdie.
Sodom. ~—Luke 18: 1. 3. The prayer.
X.—Gen. 26: 12-25. [Isaac & Lover of Peace.|Blessed are the peace{l. Isaac's wealth. 2. Isaac’s foes.
makers,.—Matt. 5:9. 3. Isaac’s Friend.
XI—Gen. 27: 15-23,Jucob and Esau. Lying lips are abomina.[l. Rebekah’s deceit. 2. Jacob’s
41-45. tion.—~Prov. 12: 22, lie. 3. Esau’s anger.
XIL—Isa, 28: 7-13. [Woes of Drunkenness, |Wine and new wine.—|l. Deceived. 2. Ignorant. 3.
Hosea 4: 11. Captive.
Commit v. 57. EASTER LESSON—1 Cor. 15 : 12-21, 55-38.

AN AuteErnaTive LEessox
GOLDEN TEXT—Now is Christ risen from th&éo dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept—
1 Cor. 15 : 20.

I. ERROR.—12-19. Christ..rose from the dead. This was believed by all those to whom Paul
wrote. No reswrrection of the dead? There were some in Corinth, who, while they helieved that the
body of Christ had risen, did not believe that the bodies of other dead persons would rise. They held that |
the resurrection, in the case of these, referred to the spirit alone, and not the body. Paul states a number of

dreadful conclusions following from this belief, beginning with, Christ is not risen. If the dead do not rise,
then Christ did not rise, for He was dead.

. TRUTH.—20,21, §5-57. Christ..the firstfruits. Ifecame forth from the grave ss the first Shoeaf
of a great harvest, to be made up of His people, whn, like Himself, will risc again. As surely as death has
come through the sin of the first man, will resurrection life come through the second man, Chnst, v. 22.
The verses 55 to 57 show how powerless death is in the case of true believers.  It.has for them no sting, since
their sin has been forgiven and God’s holy 12w no longer demands that they be punished.

IIL. DurY.—B8. Stedfast, unmoveable; holding firmly to the reality of the resurrection. Abound-
ing in the work, cte.; using one’s ability to the utmost. Not in valn ; for the Lord will rewarg it.
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FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

(This leaf, with Record of Study, Offcrings, and Attendance on the other side, may be detached, if so
desired, by Members of the HoMe DEPARTMENT.)

Lesson I. What is meant by the phkrase, ““ It was good,” in the Creation story ?

Lesson II1. In what respects is man like the lower animals ? In what respects like God ?

Lesson III.  What attractions did Eve see in the forbidden fruit ?

Lesson IV, Iu:xstrate from the Lesson the danger of indulging in anger.
Lesson V., By what means did Noah learn that the flood had abated ?
Lesson VI.  How was Abram’s faith tested by the call to leave Haran ?
Lesson VII.  Into what danger did Lot’s choice lead him 7

Lesson VIII. On what ground did God count Abram as righteous ?

Lesson IX.  What shouid we imitate in Abraham’s prayer for Sodom ?
Lesson X.  Give instances from the Lesson to show that Isaac was a man of pzace ?

Lessoa XI.  How did Jacob lie to his father in word ? In act ?

Lesson XII. What did Isaiah say would be the punishment of his people’s sins ?
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SCHOLAR'’S REGISTER

Jaxvanry-Marcn, 1907

['Thi~ Record, with questions for written answers on the other side of the page, may be detached for
Quarterly Report by members of the Home Department.]

— R ——

. Address e Class ..........

2
g
=
[

Prracurn Texs

Mem., Verses

Tine Spent
{ Lesson Study! *

. Attendance

i Church

| Catechism

'

i 1Contributions:

Jam.s |
Jan. 13 . . l
Jan. 20 ' - )
Jan. 21
Feh. 3
Feb. 10
Feb. 17
Feb.24 |
March3 | o ) o

Maems 0
|

|
L

March10 ., :
March 17 L .

ST. ANDREW’S COLLEGE

TORONTO
A Residential and Day School for Boys

COLLEGE BUILDINGS FROM THE SOUTH
[TUATED in North Rosedale, Toronto’s choicest residential district. Hand-
s>me new buildings. Commodious, convenient, thoroughly modern.
" Twenty-four acres of play field. Upper and Lower School.  Separate
Junior residence. Boys prepared for the Universities and Royal Military College
Winter term commenced Nov. 19, 1906, For information write to

REV. D. BRUCE MACDONALD, M.A,, LL.D., Principal !
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We Want Total Abstainers

Despite all the indisputable evidences of the better
quality of Total Abstainers as insurance risks, there are
only four or five life companies on this continent to-day
which make any pretence of offering them special benefits.

It is acknowledged that the Manufacturers Life takes
the leading position amongst these companies in this
respect.

With it Total Abstainers receive full credit for the
profit arising from their exceptionally low mortality rate.

Special Plans and Rates are offered them.

The Manufacturers Life is, moreove:, one of the
strongest of our native Canadian companies.

Write for its booklet, “ Total Abstainers vs. Moderate
Drinkers.” .

THE MANUFAGTURERS LIFE

INSURANCE GO.
TORONTO, -  CAN.




