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T\VO weeks ago we anticipated that Mr.
Borden, tha leader of the Opposition
in the House of Commons, would be called
on to explain how he obtained possession
of a coafidential report to the Privy Coun-
cil. Attention was called to 1t on the
floor of the House by Mr. Cowan last
week llld the following day Mr. Borden
at d an explanati He stated:—*'1
got it !rom a gontlomln not in the confi-
dence or emplov of the government who gave
it to me without solicitation and placsd it
in my bhands without restriction as to the
use that should be made of it.”' The
leader of the Opposition added that so far
a8 be was aware the docament was not a
stolen one. Sir Wilfrid stated that the
document was a private and confidential
one, that there was not room for any doubt
that it was stolen, and the leader of the
Opposition had placed himself in the posi-
tion of having made use of a document in
the House'ad to the origin of which he
coald not answer in any satisfactory man-
ner.’' Mr. Borden again spoke and took

the ground that as the document was one
written by & public man, dealing with
public questions, it was not amisy to make
use of it, especially as it contained a reply
to a taunt which had been thrown across
the House at him by the Prime Minister. ¢
Mr. Fielding mude the atmosphere a little
warm “y decluring with some heat and
considerable vehemence that A man who is
in possession of stoien goods has upon him
the onus of explaining how he came by
them. Mr. Casgrain replied that no per-
son could prove that the document was '
stolen from Mr. Blair. The trouble with >
Mr. Casgrain in this case is that no person
said it was stolen from Mr. Blair. ‘The .
presamption is that it was stolen from tne
Privy Council, unless Mr. Blair gave a
copy toa friend in tonfidence and that
friend has betrayed his confidence. Mr.
Blair states that he did not give a copy to ’
any person. At all events the document is
row spread npon the pages of Hansard of
April 14,

In it Mr. Blair, at the time

who was
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Minister of Railways, makes an argument
in favor of government ownership of rail-
ways which comes quite naturally to the
manager of a government-owned and ope-
rative railway. At the time Mr, Blair re-
presented the owner of a large system of
Government railway and he supervised its
operation. . He was, therefore, deeply in-
terested in vindicating government own-
exship and operation hecause he persvni-
fied that government ownership and opera-
tion. In fact to quote from the document :
‘‘The object of this memorandum may be
frankly avowed. It is to remove if pos-
sible “any prejudices “which may exist
against Intercolonial administration and
ensure a fair and open- mindea considera-
tion of the policy of further government
railway extension.’’ Being a lawyer he
could make an excellen! brief on the sub-

Ject except that he could not buttress him-
solt up with many admitted facts. He ad-
mitted that company railways mede money
and that the government railway in Ca-
nada lost money but he “refused to allow
that financial failure to be attributed to
government ownership,

Mr. Blair had, however, hold of a right
idea which he expressed in the following
paragraph : —

The undersigned has long held the opin-
ion that a port on the Georgian Bay should
be reached by the Intercolonial lndy thvs a
connection had with the Canadian North-
ern bl water transport, open and practic-
able for from four to six weeks longer than
canal navigeiion. The Canadian orthern
would glltﬁy Co-operate with the govern-
ment railway, as it has no other railway
connection nor any interest antagonistic to
the government system. Duluth and Chi-
©cago would be in touch with the Interco.
lenial and direct through rates could be
arranged to Montreal or Levis durin, the
summer season, and to St. Joha and %l"-
fax during the winter. By the construc-
tion of storage clevators on a sufficient
scale to hold grain in quantities not going
forward until navigation closed, a 1nr¢e
and ever-increased traffic would find its
way over Canadian territory and by gov-
ernment uuwn{ to the ocean through the
gateways of Halifax and St. John,

'he advantage of such extension to the
Intercolonial can harily be over-estimated

If the Canada Atlantic system were ac-
quired, a traffic produacin, saction 3 the
country, with a mwln’
feady creak:

local basiness al-

created, would be found on the west-

ern gortlou of the line: while St. John
Halifax and Sydney at the other endwould
equalize the existing conditions and carry
the intermediate section—a section which,
it is only fair to say, has within the last
few years shown signs of considerable pro-
gress and before the lapse of many years
may be expected to be self-sustaining.

Thare is no doubt 1n the world that Mr,

Blair is accarate in apprehending that if
the Intercolonial is to participate in west-
ern traffic it must bhe fed from the ~west by
one of ths large controlling lines and as he
s‘nys. the natural feeder is the Canadian
Northern which comes, at the present time
during the whole of the season of naviga-
tion, to the terminus of the "Canada At-
lantic Zsystem on' Georgian) Bay. The
volicy of uniting these two Jsystems is so
obvious that it is bound “to be adopted,
and the assistance of the povernmentgiven
to_its_consummation at 1o distant day.
There 18, however, no necessity of extend-
ing the Inteicolonial to GeorgiaT'Bly for
the purpose of accomplishing tue object
aimed at. Pat the Canadian Northern
over the Canada Atlantic rails into Mon-
treal and Quebec and in that way throw
it into the lap of the Intercolonial. This
is a better railway scheme, espacially as
Mr. Blair realizes that most of the people
in this country are opposed to a govern-
ment ownel railway, and, therefore, the
exteusion of the one railway in this coun-
try owned by government would not be a
popular thing.

The extension of the Intercolonial to
Montreal was popular simply for the rea-
son that it was necessary and inevitable.
The extension to Montreal was advocated
and defended on the ground that at Mon-
treal it would meet with other railway
systems and be able to receive tratfic from
the west. According to Mr. Blair this it
has failed to do. To our mind the most
significant thing about the document witn
which we are dealing is the confession by
the then Minister of Railways that the ex-
tension of the Intercolonial to Montreal has
failed to uccomplish its object, The re-
medy according to Mr. Blair isin a fur-
ther extension of the (Intercolunial but if
the extension to Montreal did not result in
the anticipated traffic how in the name of




dness will the extension of the road to
Georgian Bay increase its trafic. Accord-
ing to the suggestion we can imagine an
Intercolonial train of freight going west
and falling into Georgian Bay at Parry
Harbor. The freight, it is true, could be
placed on a steamer during seven months
of the year and taken to Port Arthur or
Fort William but it could get no further
than Parry Harbor without the most
friendly arrangements with cne of the
great western systems, the C. P. R. or the
Canadian Northern. The Canadian North-
ern system, consisting cf between sixteen
and seventeen hundrea miles of railway
with a great trunk line and brancnes all
over Manitoba and the West is the natu-
val ally and working partner of the Inter-
colonial, for if the Canada JAtlantic 8ys-
tem was combinad with it that arrange-
ment at once places the Canadian North-
ern in the position cf a great traasconti-
nental line running from Edmonton to
the Atlantic ocean becanse the Canadian
Northern rans off the Canada Atlantic 8ys-
tem at Hawkeshary to a line which they
«control and which takes them to the city
of Quebec, the Canada Atlantic system
taking them into Montreal by the existing
rails.

This would place the Canadian Northern
at once in the position of gathering traffic
on its 1,600 miles of railway and carrying
it immediately during the season of navi-
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gation to the sea port and during the
whole of the year have some all rail ar-
rangement which could easily be made
between Port Arthur and the eastern end
of the system. The great point about
this is that the needs of the country ave
intensely pressing for incressed railway
accommodation especially in regard to the
growing trade going int) the west and the
growing crops coming out.  This traffic is
increasing every month and every year and
the Grand Trunk Pacific project does mnot
provide any 1elief uncil at least the year
1911 and in regard to the whole scheme
probably the year 1915. We may as well
tell the settlers in Western Canada and
the commercial houses an manufactarers
in the east to wait until the Greek kal-
ends.

The transportation problem may be as-
sisted in the solution by the Grand Trunk
Pacific project 'n the distant future bat its
immediate solution aepends, we believe,en -
tirely on the government deciding to assist
the Canadian Northern down to our great
summer seaports of Montreal and Quebec.
The wovernment will have to come to it.
Thers is no question at all about that but
the point we are making is that if they
come immediately it will save a great;
deal of discontent and preserve the repu-
tation or the government for statesmnan-
ship and sagacity.




HE first important division of the pre.

sent session touk place We Inesday aight.
Ti.e vote was on Sir Wilfrid Laurier's mo
tion to go into committee of the whole to
consider a resolution ratifying a supple-
mental agreement between the government
and the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway Co.
dated March 8, 1904, and the amendment
of the leader of the Opposition, Mr. R. L
Borden, which read as follows

That all the words after the word* That'’
be left out, and the following snbstituted
therefor:—'‘this House regrets that the
Government has committed itself to the
granting of further concessions to the pro-
moters of tke Grand Trunk Pacific Ruil
way; and that such concessions remove
many of the supposed safeguards upon
which the Government placed reliance in
submitting to Parliament the measure as
originally proposed.

This House regrets that in attempting
to determine the all-important problems of
transportation the tovernment did notfirsi
seek the aid and advice of competent and
independent experts, whose opinion ‘might
have been procared and laid before Par-
linment, at the present Session if the Gov
ernment had acted with reasonable vigour
and with doe regard to the magnitnde of
the interests involved and to the urgency
alleged by the Prime Minister.

This House is of opinion that in consid-
ering these problems and in initiating and
developing any great national system of
tansportation it should be our aim to pro-
vide the best and cheapest carriage for our
prodnets and importations; to secure their
transportation throngh [Caradian channels

and Canadian seaports and for that pur
pose to mike the Canadian routesthe most
econo.:ical and serviceable; o open up

valnable territory for colonization and de
stimnlate

velopment, to interprovincial

DR. DANIEL.

One of the new membvers of] the House
who took part 1ast week in the debate.

trade; anc to bind more cloely? together
the scattered communities of our coun-
try.

That in order to nccomplish these results




mollo’wingfohjectn::nud: eonsiderations
should be kept constantly in view:—

(a) To develop and extend the Giovern-
ment systew of railways and to free the
r.anagement thereof from party political
control or interference,

(b) To secure absolute and thorough con-
trol of rates and traffic facilities in return
for reasonable public aid to raillway con-
straction or iwprovement,

(e)STo improve und extend our canal
system, to develop onr lake and river
routes, and to equip thoronghly our na-
tional ports on the Great Lakes, the St
Lawrence and the seaboards.

That under the proposed contract the
Government has, in effect, committed the
country to a partnership with two railway
corporations upon terms by which the peo-
ple virtually supply the capital and as-
sume the risk, while the two corporations
receive enormous benefits and concessions
without compensating advantages to the
country.

The proposed contract does not ensure
transportation over Canadian routes and
through Canadian seaports, but entrusts
control thereof to a eorporation whose pol-
icy and interests must favor diversion to
United States ports.

Sir Wilfrid—'‘Look out, Borden, I bave 55 tons of stuff behind me.'’

(The vote ca

nr-e-;'silwny question on the morning of the 21st gave a government majority of 55.)

(d) To perfect a system of elevator
warehousing and terminal facilities.

(e) To secure under Gevernment control
and direction, or where expedient under
Government ownership, common haulage
or running facilities where Jone railway
can usefully accommodate several systems
and thus to ensure to the public more eco-
nomical carriage and efficient service,

That the proposed contract does not sub-
serve these objects, but, on the contrary,
serionsly enaangers their realization.

It involves the coumtry in a liability
practically sufficient to construct the whole
of the proposed railway, while the more
vrefitable portion of that railwav is to be-
come the pruperty of the corporations.

It bles one of the corp i to ac-
quire from the other without payment
twenty-five million dollars of stock entitl-
ed to dividends which must be paid by the
publie. 3

While permitting dividends to be declared
on the stock thus acquired, it has not safe-
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guarded the public Jagainst “the higher
rates which such dividends shall involve,

It not only fails to provide for the ex-
tension of the Intercolonial Railway, but
it commits the countrv to a project which
is calculated to postpone for fifty years and
—
probably for a centary any attempt to es-
tablish and develop in Canada a national
system of railways owned and contro'led
by the people.

It overlooks the economic advantage? of
transportation by water and signores Cana
da’s possession of the most magnificent in
land navigation in the world, the splendid
possibilities of which if neglectea by us
will be fully utilized by our neighbours to
divert our prodacts to their * and our
trade to their commercial centres,

It absolutely commirs the country to the
constraction of many hundreds of miles of
railway 1 a_practically unexplored

ugh the resalts of explora-
Y may demcnstrate the im

providence of the unde rtaking,
It imposes on the country a rashly an

pOris

ken pro ) S obligatious so
enormions as to serionsly imperil the pos
sibility_of improving and developing other
line: transportation more "snited to the
'r?.ﬁ u.lt'n(.;_'(-\! the whole Dominion, ™
It hands over to the promoters of the an
dertaking , without check or safeguard of
any kind whatsoever, power to manipulate
dispose of, und deal in enermous issues of
bonds and stocks, although the extent of
the country’s obligations will depend upon
such dealings, and the public interest in
regard to traffic charges, will ba prejudiced
by any resulting increase of capital.
+ The House is of opinion that instead of
ratifying the proposed "amended contract,
it would be more in the public interest to
initiate focthwith, and develop with all
speed, a system of national transportatien,
which should include—

1. The immediate construction and con-
trol by the Dominion of such lines of rail-
way in the West to the Pacific as the enor-
mous importance and increasing develop-
ment of the great western country require.

2. The extensicn of the Intercolonial
Railway to the Georgian Bay, and thence
to.Winnipeg, and the extension and im-

provement in the Proviace of Quebec, and
in the Maritime Provinees, of the Govern-
ment system of railways.

3. The development and improvement of
our canals and inland waterways, and the
thorough and efficient equipment of our
national ports and terminals ou the Atlan-
tic and Pacific, as well as on the St. Law
rence and on the Great Lakes.

4. The thorough examination, explora-
tion and survey of the country between
Quebec and Winmpeg, with a view to the
future construction of such lines of rail

way as may be found in the public inter-
es

That for the purpose of ace ymplishing
these resnlts, the Government, in accord
ance with the policy laid down in the Or
der in Council of 19th May, 1903, should
immediatel y availlitself of the best “expert
advice and assistance

criticism is maae of Mr. Emmer
son, the Minister or SRailways on the
ground that he had not introduced the
Grand Trank Pacifie Railway Bill. M

Clancy of Bothwell made it a char

against Mr. Emmerson in the course of his
speech last week,the charge being shirking
of responsibility as Mr. Emmerson was the
Minister whose name was attached to the
amended contract The contract

tween certain persons and the King
Mr. Emmerson’s name was placed ther
simply as representing the Crown. When
the Crow’s Nest Pass contract was mwade
it was signed by the Minister of Inland
Revenue. Mr. Emmerson, a: a matter of
fact, signed on behalf of the government
The Bill was not a departmental measure
making it incumbent on the head of the
Railway Department to introduce it. Tm
portant measures such as this are usually
introduced by the leader of the House. Mr
Dickie introduced the Manitoba School
Bill but at its second reading Sir Charles
Tupper, who was then leader of the House
took it upon himself to move the second
reading and wmake the principal speech.
Sir Wilfrid Laurier introdaced the Grand
Trunk Pacific Bill last session and as this
is an amending Bill he natarally took
charge of it. No argament  directed

Some
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=+A line Jof attack on the opposition to the
Grand Trunk Pacific scheme was indicated
in the very popular speech of Mr. Cowan,
the memver for South Essex, He used the
name of Mr. Osler, who is a director of
the C.P.R., and by identifying the Oppo-
sition with that corporation sought to
show ‘that the new .enterprise was the
only mode of relief. Mr. Cowan, however,
being an astute and well-informed publie
man, knew that he couldn't eliminate
from the railway proposition the large sys
tem known as the Canadian Northern He,
therefore, said that the C, P, R, and the
Canadian Northern were practically one
because the Canadian Northern were ar
ranging to run over the rails of the C.P.R
from Port Arthur to Sndbury. He further
stated that there was no railway competi
tion in the Northwest and, particnlarly,
‘'not a single particle of competition in
Manitoba.”" He allegel tha! *(he C, P, R
and the Canadian Northern had made an
amalgamation to use each others lines
with the result that the rancher and far
wer will pay combine rates of freight un
til the Grand Trank Pacific gets in with
relief.”” We haven't looLed at the ievised
version of Mr. Cowan's speech. According
to some members of the Honse of Com
mons it is a proper thing to strike out
words which they have uttered and which
are reported in the daily edition of Haa
sard.  Perbaps Mr. Cowan does not revise
his speeches at all. One finds it hard to
understand how a member of parliament
spends his time reading over a long speech
made two or three days before for the par
puse or seeing whether the i's are dotted
and the t's crossed. He is prohibited by
the roles from doing anything else. but we
suppose rules are made to be broken, It is

therefore, possible that the revised version
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of Mr. Cowan’s speech will not contain an
argument so manifestly absurd, o ludic-
rous, so unfair, so far fetched, and so un-
jort. Mr. Cowan knows, as every other
member of the House knows, that tne Ca-
nadian Pacitic Railway Co. was never de-
feated in the Jrailway comirittee of the
Rouse of Commons until they went up
against the Canadian Northern and were
downed by that corporation. It was the
first blow to the prestige of thet grea.
company and the honors fell to the Cana-
dian Northern which Mr. Cowan would
have others believe has entered into an
“amalgamation'. That was a very deft
use of the word, An amalgamation tc use
each others lines, The government which
Mr. Cowan supports is in an amalgama-
tion with the C.P.R, along the same line
of argnment, becanse the O, P.R and the
Intercolonial use the same pair of rails up-
on a “certain government
road. The member for Essex must know
when he states that there is no competition
in freight rates in Manitoba that the Ca-
radian Northern has reduced the rates of

section of the

freight in that province m iterially, and
that it has “ompelled the C.P.R. to follow
suit and pull down its rates in order to try
and compete with tbe Canadian Northern
in picking np business,
of the important rednctions made on the
system of the CnnadianNorthern Railw ayin
Manitoba is a saving to the farmers of that
provineelin the output of asingle crop of ov

er ¥1,000,000. That will strike most mem

bers of the House as a curions kind of am-
algamation. In his zeal to dizcredit the
scheme of the leader of the Opposition,
which included the purchase of a section
of the C P.R. line, Mr. Cowan felt com-
pelled to amalgamate the Canadian North-
ern, but it is to be regretted that a speech
so admirable from the point of view of his
friends should have been marred by so gro-
tesque an arcument as that to which Mr,
Cowan committed himsel,

Tke consequence
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Y direction of the Minister of the Inte-

rior a geography of the Dominion of Ca-
nada and Atlas of Western Canada, con-
tained in a handsome illustiated cover has
been issued, for use in schools and for the
guoidance of intending tettlers. There are
maps of all the provinces and territories,
Tbere is u sketel history of Canada, infor-
w..tion regarding population, physical fea-
tures, ciimate, agriculture, fisheries, min-
ing, manufactures, water powers, and so
forth. Thera are also numerous diagrams
and halftone pictures.

HE Cavadian cable service has a most
extraordinary idea of what the Cana-
dian people desire to hear from Great Bri-
tain. One despatch tells what a person
named Beckles Wilson has to say and part
of the statement attributed to him refers
to the lukewarm loyalty of the ‘‘Quebec
faction.”” The importance of what Mr.
Wilscn thinks or says is a rather negligible
quantity but there can be no question at
all about the bad taste displayed in send-
ing by cable mostly at the expense of the
taxpayers of Canada an unwarranted sneer
at Canadians who are at least as good as
Mr. Beckles Wilson or the correspondent
of the Canadian cable service. The opins
ion of another gentleman, Mr. Gowers, is
also cabled out which refers to the ‘‘in-
gratitude and perverted over-sensitiveness
of Canadians.!’ Must we pay to hear no-
bodies calling us names?

A LONDON weekly paper has the fol-

lowing:--Next Saturday the last enter-
tainment of Moore and Burgess's Minstrels
will be given at the St. James's Hall. Nig-
ger minstrels, with their curious conven-
tions of humor and patnos have been pop-

ular for & long time—the first great nig-
ger minstrel appeared in 1847 and 1t is
naiural, jerhaps, that the public enjoy-
ment of them should be exhausted. But
it is rather strange that this should hap-
pen at a time when coon songs, and cake
walks, and other diversions supposed to
be cf *'coloured’’ origin have an 1mmense
popularity. The artificially blacked man,
with his straw hat, his blazer and his ban-
jo. has seemed for long to be a convention-
al comic figure us firmly established as
Punch himself. But he is going the way
of barlequin and pantaloon, and the cther
outworn joys of the old and light kind of
pantomime. Perbaps the Jclowu will fol-
low, and perhaps in time Panch himeelf.
The thought mu:t make jthe middle-aged,
who remember their own childhood tend-
erly, a littla sud. If all the ola comic
conventions are to disappear,how will the
child of the future be amused? What new
conventions are appearing to take their
place? Some sort of convention is necessary
for all lasting kinds of fur, You cannot go
on making jokes out of nothing: and the
circle of niggers ready to sing songs to
gether and ask riddles of each other are as
good a convention as any other, It is to
be hoped that it will long endure at the
seaside and other places where paople are
ready to be easily amused.

R. BLAIR is represented in the wem

orandum which appeared on Hansard
last week as advocating the extension of
the Intercolonia! Railway to Georgian Bay
by expropriating the Canada Atlantic sys
tem. Mr. Blair thought that this would
give the Intercolonial a certain amount of
traffic but he forgot for the moment ou¢
important factor. At the present time the
Canada Atlantic secures most of its western
traffic from Chicago. A company can go
into Chicago and arrange for ita traffic but
itmust not Le forgotten that a government
compeiled to do its business in the name
of the King could not go into Chicago a
city in a foreign state, and transact the
business of the Crown.

THE readiness with {whieh the city of
Buffalo responded to the call for aid
from Toronto on the night of the great fire
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this week ix one of those things which go
a long wuy 10 convince us that misguided
public pclicy und the utterances of publie
men with small minds are not sufficient to
remove 1he yood will and friendship which
exist between the people of the United
States and the people of Canada

HEN the Chancellor of the Exchequer
at’Ottawa, Hon. W, 8, Fie!
nounces a surplus of twelve or fifteen mil
lion dollars he will be pretty sure to con

trast it with the poor showing made by the
Chancellor of the Exchequer in Engiand
who bad to announce a leficit for 1904-5 of
ver nineteen million dollars. To *‘tmink
imperinlly’” leaves little time for attention
to business

B\' an amendment to the law the gov

ernment of the proviuce of Ontario
will in future be compelled to hold a bye
election on some date within the period
f three months after the vacan y has oc
rurved, It wouldn't be a bad idea to copy
this legislation at Ottawa and apply it to
federal elections
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R DUNLOP'S agent certifies that the
expenses of the member for North
Renfrew in the Ontario Legislature, dur-
ing the recent election awmounted to $7,
278.  As a rule the financial agent of a
candidate certifies toJexpenses amounting
to a coople of hundred dollars and ocea
sionally as high as $800 so that it will be
seen that there was spent in North Ren
frew to elect Mr. Duulop ten tiwes as much
usually spent in an election. The
expenses which are not brought to the at
tention of the financial
to a very much

as is

agent always
larger sum than
the amoant which he Zcertities to and it is
quite probahle thay the Conservatives spent
$70,000 to elect mr, Danlop.  Yet some
people say that Mr. Gamey did most to
elect Liw,
HE official announcement at
that there would veZno temperance leg
islation follows in natural sequence to the
letter which Premier Ross wrote in reply
to a deputation. Premier Ross’ statewent
to the legislature was made on April 19
and was as follows:—**It is not our inten
tion to bring in any legislation this session
in regard to the license law. This is the
coorse recommended by Events,

awmount

Toronto

The Future Civil Author ties in the Philippines,




SIR WiLFRID LAURIER.

Who wade a tinal appeal for Tthe supp vt of Faclioment in his railway proposition at
mwidnight on W edoesdiy and did Lot lose n single snpporter,




HE operators of the Great Nerthern
Telegraph Co. who are on strike have
caused a statement of their case to be
published By that statoment it is seen
that they resent the bringing into Canada
as Gieneral Superintendent of the system a
gentleman whom the operators describe as
an American irom St. Paul, Minn. They
allege that the Great Northern is now a
strictly and thoroughly American institu
tion with a Canadia i name and they lay
at the door of the chatge in manager the
cause of the trouble

It does seem a little strange that while
the operators were publicly resenting the
bringing in of an American manager they
themselves were bringing in from St
Louis an American organizer It is some
what inco isistent for the operators to
claim the right to import United States
leaders into Canada to deal with a Canu
dian trouble, while they resent the West
ern Union picking a man from the Unit

Ghe G. N.

W. Strike.

od States to manage the Canadian end of
their system The G. N, W. leases its
lines to the Western Union,

According to the published statement
of the operators on strikeZthe cause of the
strike was the action of the (ieneral Su-
perintendent in dismissinglthree operators
in Montreal and five in Toronto Out of
perhaps a thousand operators the General
Superintendent had [the tew.erity to dis-
miss three in one city and fivel in another
at different timnes ana vresumably, for
cause  The operators sty

e that these men
were wembers of the Union, Wall, pos-
sibly, but surely members of 1 union are
hable to be dismissed from their employ-
ment by their employers. It does not seem

for instg

at Ottawa should go out on
strike because the company chose to dis
miss bali-a-dozen men at  different points
in the country

Tagoloz Family —Philippine lslands.




Opening the World's Fair.

S the date of opening the World's Faix
approaches, May 1,the public desire to
know something about how to get there
and where to stay. Ip another part of
thig Jsete will be found am offer by the
Pacific Rallway Co. to supply
informatien As to where to stay in St.
Lows the authorities announce that all
the hotels, lodging houses, and boarding
houses have been listed and the rates and
kind of accommodation placed om record.
A pamphlet with this list is supplied to all
those who ask,
St. Louis mow contains 183 hotels and over
1,000 rooming houses. Ten public balls
have been reconstructed into hotels. There
are now under construction in St. Louis
permanent hotels with & capacity of over
5,000 guests and vemporary hotels with &
capacity of 50,000 guests. The largest of

the permanent hotele is the Hotel Jefferson
4 $2,000,000 fire proof struciure with a ca-
pacity of nearly 100,000 guests, to Le ready
at the end of this month. The Inside Inn
eonstructedSwithin the grouncs is a mon-
ster affair with 2,000 roome. This hotel is
three stories high, built on the gridiron

plan so that each room has daylight wud
fresh air. The hotel is surrounded by
roomy veranda. Guests are given the
option of American or European plan
Priges of roome range from $1 a day upand
meals are 50 cents and 75 cents, the latter
rate applying only to evening dioner. Thiy
hotel is operated under a contract with tue
Exposition management and will be quity
a small und complete city in itself. As the
Exposition will be closed on Sunuay a
fence has been provided which can be
thrown about the hotel to shut it oat from
the grounds on Sunday. Twenty-seven
railroads from all parts of the continent
have terminals at St. Lounis. The regular
fare from Buffalo to St. Louis is $18.2;
which will Jgive Canadians Jin the east
some idea of the cost of travel, as the rates
from Montreal and Toronto will not vary
greatly from Buffalo. It is said that the
scheme ,of illumination at night on the
grounds promises results never before re-
alized in spectacular magnificence. In

the landscape decorations water features
are used libers'ly. We ex| shortly to
;eproducn a pb )aagrlph of the Canadian
uil
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According to Cocker

FEELING the need of a little fresh air
F.W. pulls himself together and drives
with Wisbech to the Thames Embank-
ment. He dismisses the cab opposite the
Savoy Hotel,

Cocker (after snuffing the air like A re-
triver): London's lung, Wissy, what?

Wisbech: Yes, joily old spot, the Em-
bankment. Leoks ripping from the dining
room of the Savoy, when there's a regular
pretty girl opposite.

Cocker: Why drag in the feminine gen-
der?

Wisbech: Why nott! The hand tnat rocks
the cradle, . .

Cocker: Plunges a man into debt, Drop
it. Let's get on to a pleasanter topic.

Wisbech (with a startling endeavor to be
original) : Nice weather for the time of
year F. W,

Cocker
how does
now?t

Wisbeeh (failing to catch the sarcasm):
0. she's alright, dear old boy, thanks. By
Jove, doesn’t the House of Commons look
ripping in this light?

Cocker: The outside of ‘the House of
Commons looks extremely dececorative in
every light. It's the inside of it that wor-
ries one.

Wisbeeh: Does it? Why, 1 thoaght it
was alright. Nice oak, and all that,

Cocker: I ve always been on the verge of
nmakin' a resoltion so keep off politics as I
thould keep off a bank of stingin’ nettles.
But the moment has arrived when | think
I 'am called upon to sum up the present po-
litical situation.

Wisbech (naively): Is there & situation?

Cocker: Politics, like a pretty hounse-
miid, is never without a situation. Not
becaunse it's pretty, because it isn't It's
hideons. Not pecause it performs its ap-

(keeping 1t up gravely): And
your dear mother find herself

pointed office of keeping the country tidy
and in order, because it doesn't. It only
gets it into trouble and sends Consols down
two. Heaven ounly knows why.. But it
steps from one situation into another.
Some are futile. Others cmerely Irigh.
Others farcical. The present one, I am
fain to conless—if you know what that
purely telegraphese expression means, it's
more than I do—is serious,

Wisbech: It's ‘never struck me to read
about that kind of thing. Do you feel well
enough to onen out aboat ity

Cocker: No, but I will risk everything
to bring you up to the .intellectual level of
a flea. Give me your arm. This situation
my good-natured, not bad lookin’, but
pappy-brained Wissy, is one of the most
peculiar that has ever rolled over the poli-
tical horizon since that tinned idiot, Crom-
well, interfered with the right of kings.

Wisbech: 0.

Cocker: We are on the verge of a GGeneral
Election. That is to say.that \he Govern-
n.ent, owing to the boredom or the hunger
for advertisemens of many of the members
of its own party ®and the sparty political
tactics of the Opposition, may be obliged
at any moment to make an appeal to the
country.

Wisbech: What does appeal to the coun-
try exactly mean? What's the country got
to do wirh it?

Cocker: That's my point. It ought to
have nothing to do with it But under
the existin’ oraer of things it's got a jolly
lot. But, strangely enough, the country
don’t want to be bothered with a Genoral
Election. The football season isn't over
yet, the racing has only just begun, cricket
looms in the distance. i

Wisbech: Then why go to the conntry?

Cocker?: Because Ministerialists won't
come up to the bit, *




Wisbech: Does anybody know why? *

Cocker: Everybody knows why. They
are slackin’ off. The novelty of thinkin’
that they are puttin’ their spoke into the
destiny of the country has worn off. They
are sick of the toy, and \hey want to play
another game for a change. Sixty of 'em
ain’t goin’ up for re-election, und, of
course, they don’t care a jlittle hang how
soon the Government's defeated. My lord,
what’a chance for me!

Wisbech: Te go into Parliament “do you
mean?

Cocker (with disgust): I can’t think why
I herd with oy, since my pet aversion is
a tool. No., certainly not. I was refer-
ring to my Grand Scheme, my Pet Plan
for re-constructing the Government of the
<country.

Wisbech: Go it, F.W. Fire it off,

Cocker: First of all, I'd put ‘‘To Let"
boards on the two [ Houses of Parliament,
and make arrangements to hire 'em out for
Temperance meetings, for poets to read
their thymin’ prose in, and those kind of
harmless events, 1'd then take over the
offices of one of the numerous liguidated
gold mines in the city, and paint upon
the door ‘‘Offices of ‘The Board''’.

Wisbech: What Board?

Cocker: I've told you. The Board. Par-
liament and the House of Lords cleared out
of the road, I should then proceed to ap-
point thirty of the longest-headed business
men I could lay hands on in the country.

Wisbech Find "em firat.
Cocker: I've done that. To give it an air
of respretability, Balfour, Chamberlain,
Brodrick, Devonshire,  Arnold-Farster,
Morley, Dilke and Wyndham should have
seats round the table; and to them I would
add Lipton, Tree, General Booth, Dr. Bar-
nardo, Sievier, Bottomley, the managers of

Harrod's and the Army and . Navy Stores
the chairmen of {big Jrailways and bank,
C. Arthur Pearson, Lord George Sanger,
Burronghs and Wellcome, aad so on. Only
men who had got to the top Zot their owny
particular trees could qualify.

Wisbech:And what would they do?

Cocker: What they were put there to do
my lamb. Govern the Jcountry. Cater for
the Army and Navy, and make the Civil
Service earn its living. There would be
no foolish opposition always blocking the
way. There would be 2no parties. There
would be wo picturesque journalists on
the mat to make copy out Jof them. They
would just run the country as any other
business concern is run, for all they were
worth.

Wisbech: Ther'd be a revolution! The
people who yell all over the place about
‘‘free country’’and ‘‘tne rights of sthe peo
61'.7" would go raving mad.

Cocker: That wouldn't matter. On the
contrary, it'd be a very useful thing of
them to do. They could then find their
proper place You may think, Wissy, that
IJam coddin’, talkin’ rot, when I say these
things. On my solemn word as a getleman-
ly looking young man, who gives a good
address and states that he bas no oceupa
tion, it is the outcome of long and anx-
ious consideration of patriotic pain, stated
in all sincerity. You don’t understand the
worth of it, the world wouldn’t understand
the worth of it, and when in the future
the things that I have talked over here tu
you take shape, Cocker will be under the
littlo A—daisies, Cocker will be lyin' in an
elm box six by three . . (His voice breaks
He calls a hansom, leaves Wisbech abrupt-
ly and jumps in. )

COSMOS HAMILTON,
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HE Chaucellor of the Exchegner in

England finds himself staggeri ng under
4 considerable load of tinancial cuibarrass-
ment, Notwlthntnutling that the national
revenue was large it fell below Mr. Ritch-
iv's estimate by over #18,000,000, and the
national expenditure rose above the esti-
wate by the sum of nearly $15,000,000. He
has a deficit of 1,0 Jess than  $27,000,000,
Tue reeult of war is a hurried untying of
the purse strings and thern s inevitably
4 rubsequent contraction when the nation
has to shorten the belt un extra hole or
two. The taxpayer in England feels that
want & buoyancy in the revenue because
new taxes are always clapped on when
there's & deficit and 1t is said that the in-
coming financial rear will see a reduction
in revenue equal 1o $22,000.000. Tnstead of
one handred and forty-one and a half mil-
lion pounds of revenne only Jone shundred
and thirty-seven are expected. As tne es-
timates already amount to one hundred
and forty ‘two and a half millions this
leaves & prospective deficit of five "and a
half/million poands wsterling.  The coun-
try is at present ranning several expensive
military Zexpeditions such as the miss'on
to Thibet, which s tor the purpose of put-
ting down the exclnsive policy of that
<ountry, and there is the costly business
in Somaliland.

The British Budger.

The common refuge of g Chancellor
of the Exchequer is the income tax, They
are |li~4u|‘,~uing in England at present how
be is to raise his supplies, To increase
the income tax to a thilling would be very
unpopular To increase the sugar duty
would lead to an outcry among the work.
ing  classes, the manafacturers®of sweet
goods and others. After speaking of g
match tux they have reverted to the idea of
restoring the duties on corn, which pro.
duced $12,000,000 of tevenue at the rate of
a shilling. It is estimated thag a rate of
two shillings wonld produce “a revenne of
abont $25,000,000, The Liverals are alread
anticipating this by saying that it wouﬁ
be a sarcastic celebration of the centenary
of Richard Cobden,

Since the above was written, and op
April 19, the budget wag brought down
and we now know how the Chancellor of
the Exchequer, Mr, Austin Chamberlain,
Proposes to meet the deficit Iwhich he get
down at a little over $19,000,000. He adqs
& penny to the income tax, increases the
duty on tea and on tobacco. He decline
€0 suspend the sinking fund. we fancy
that Mr. Balfoar will not eare to go to the
conntry so 1ong as this budget is fresh in
the public mind,
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CYRUS A. BIRGE

One of the mostprominent of Ontario’s bu-incss men whose T Yy b oanch wa

iroyed 1 the big Hre o2 tueslay night




The ROYAL MILITARY
COLLEGE.

HERE are few national institutions of more value and *interest to the country than
the Royal Military College at Kingston. At the same time its object and the work
it is accomplishing are not sufficiently understood by the general public.

The college is & Government institution, designed primarily for the Ppuarpose of giving
the highest technical instruction in all branches of military science to cadets and officers
of the Canadian Militia. n fact it 18 intended to take the place in Canada of the Eng-
lish Woolwich and Sandhurst and the Awerican West Point,

The Commandant and military instructors are all officers on the active list of the
Lmperial army, lent for the purpose, and in addition there is a complete staff of
professors for the civil subjects which form such a large proportion of the College course,

Whilst the college is organized on a strictly military basis the cadets receive in addition to
their military studies a thoroughly practical, scientific and sound training in all subjects
that are essential to & high and general modern education.

The course in mati tics is very complete and thorough-grounding is given in the
subjects of Civil Engineering, Civil and Hydrographic Surveying, Physics, Chemissry,
French and English,

The object of the College course is thus to give the cadets a training which shall
shoroughly equip them for either a military or civil career.

The strict discipline maintained at the College is one of the most valuable features
of the system. As a result of it young men acquire habits of obedience and self-control
handling their fellows,

In addition the constant practice of gymnastics, drills and outdoor exercises of all
kinds, ensures good health and fine physical condition.

An experienced medical officer is in attendance at the College daily.
Five commissions in the Imperial regular army are annually awarded as prizes to the
dets,

The length of course is three years, in three terms of 924 months’ residence each.
The total cost of the three years' course, including board, uniforms, instructional
aterial, and all extras, is from $750 to $800.

The annual competitive examination for admission to the College will take place at
the headquarters of the several military distriots in which candidates reside, in May of
each year.

For full particalars of this examination or for any other information applicatien
1d be made as soon as possible, to the Adjutant Gieneral of Militia, at Ottawa, Ont,
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Ghe International
School of Telegraphy
TORONTO

* The Greatest Railroad School in the World"

The Schoollis equipped with all the different Canadian and American
Systems making it practicar. The Repid System used for teaching
Telegraphy enables a man to learn it in three months. There is
a great demand for Operators and the wages are high. For
Cutalogue and full information apply to

LORNE A. SULLIVAN, Principal.

23 & 24 Richmond Chambers, Toronto.

WEBER ¢

... PIANOS

HE history of the Weber Plano vividly {llustrates the value of
persistence and fidelity to an idea % As a musician, Albert
Weber, senior, recognized early in his omreer that the develep-

ment of the plano had hitherto been almost wholly in the direction of

hani: % To i the tone and give te it the sympathetic
quality found In the violin beceme the central motive of his life.
The result more than fustified his conception, and the ‘¢ ‘¢ ¢ ¢
Weber Planoforte to-dey stands as the en bodiment of the
musicians’ idee. of tone.

WEBER WAREROOMS

108 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK
266 Wabash Ave Chicago > 181 Tremont St., Boston

And Cenadian Agents.




CANADIAN
PACIFIC

WORLD'S FAIR, ST. LOVIS, MO.
Apr. 30 to Dec. 1st, '04

The largest exhibit place ever erected for
a single department of an exposition is the
Palace of Agriculture at St. Lounis. The
first exposition building ever set apart for
education is the Palace of Education at St.

EI’\‘“Sh and Bavarian | Louis. To l.he classes of .c-xhih “ \\'h-it'h
hop d Ale in wood and| Ve .-(hlit\'l}l in the queur‘anl'-n‘l ArtsBuild
ing at Chicago, this Exposition devotes
bottle ‘¢ ‘¢ four of its main exhibit places, containing
Gold Label in bottle only. over twice the floor space of the Chicago
XXX Stout and Porter. building. A single building at St. Lonis
Pilsiner and lmperill nger. contains more exhibit space than there was
in the entire Pan-American Exposition.
For time tables, tickets, literature, and

The
O’Keefe Brewery CO., further information apply te

Spé'tn:'ialtiés

Limited, Toronto. Geo. Duncan,
JOHN KENNEDY @ SONS City Passenger Agent, 42 Sparks St.
Agents for Ottawa A2% NEPEAN ST. General Steamship Agency.

and Vicinity

Independent Order
of Foresters.

RECORD FOR 1903.

Paid to Widows and Orphans and disabled members  .... $1,658,108.92

Sick and Funeral Benefits T Shie ook $192,163.71
Increase in membership.. .. Loh 14,123
Membervhip December 31st, 1903 ... o4 219,492
Increase in accuwmulated funds during the year. .. ... $1,284,286.97
Total accumulated fund, December 31st, 1903 sl $7,458,3808. 14
Total benefits paid to December 31st, 1903 Ve ... $16,200,991.78
Total accunmulated funds February 1st, 1904 $7,518,852.00

JOHN A. McGILLIVRAY,
DR. ORONHYATEKHA, Supreme Secretary.

Supreme Chief Ranger..
Home Office, Temple Building, Toronto.
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CANADIAN FARMER
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A Special Articles
for the farmers
and good

ILLUSTRATIONS!

will mark this
paner out from
all others by its
excellence. Sub-

scription Ag ricultural

50 CENTS and
A YEAR

Special Offer--In Home P aper

orderto swel) the
large circulation al-
ready guaranteed we
will send The Can-
adian Farmer for
12 months for the
small subscription
price of 50 cts, Join
in at the start and
enjoy the full advan.
tage
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Issued Weekly by

THE RIDEAV PRESS

11 ELGIN ST.
OTTAWA . CANADA




