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", . GAMES QF THE'MA

R our Amcricanh sé'hidlafsh_fip and our ﬁvnanci,';'rl' part in. promoting

o - . +ihe work of the Fund. . The papyri, mostly from the Fayum,
.. . ‘include classical, municipal, business, religious, and even New

2! Testament manuscripts; butthe particular nga'py-ri designated . .
+¥ ° designated for Yale, Cofumbia, Harvard, and so on will have: o RN

",, ~ to be anpounced later on. . The collection -of antiguities ju'st
-+ sent to. Yale and ‘the University ox_f_y_;l_’éz_nnsyl'vani‘a are particu-

'GAMES OF THE MAKAH INDIANS OF NEAH BAY,

=7 & 77 BY GEORGE.A. DORSEY. ‘ 4
.~ While on a collecting trilp in behalf of the Department of i
- . Anthropology of the Field Columbian Museum during the T
. -summer of 1900, it was my good fortune to. pay ‘a visit to the - - .
- Makah Indians of Neah Bay. While on the way to Neah Bay., = -~ 5
~ . by.stgamer from Seattle, 1 met by chance a Makah Indian, =
7 Charlie-Williams, bound homeward.: From Williams, who'is . ; O
“ an unustally bright and intelligeot Indian. T endeavored-to . - -0 = E
sécure ‘such information as-he possessed regarding ‘games of - ' B
: - the Makahs. =~ - o0 T T e
W . .0 " While the more_common games of the Makahs dre well .0 - & o %
. © “known,.and whilc good descriptions of them, with-their method ETI

of ‘playing: exist, yvet the information which I derived from
~Williams .was in: certaip ways so complete and the list -of _
. games so cxhaustive that it seemed to me a description of the  ©-
. games would not-be without interest.” Furthermiore, owing to -
“the very peculiar position of the Makahs, dwelling on'the sea-
'shore and spending so miuch of ‘their time on the water, many
. of the games which have been derived from inland sources -
_have, as>playcd by them, unllergone peculiar and very intérest-
‘ing’ modifications. - Of the games of which I learned from -+ -
Williams, sixXteen specimen sets were collected from the village " - -

© . itself, representing scven distinct games,
"+ Duraxcnatas. - This game is plaved: by young men, gener-
» . ally in the spring, or it may be played at any time of: the year.
"The ring-(dutapl) is of cedar bark tightly and carefully braded. . -
" Two specimens were. collecved, one of which has secen consid- - -
“erable usage. In playing the game. two converging lines of
from six to ten men on each side are formed.”: The man at the” -
apex of the converging lines takes the ring in his hand~and rofls -
" . itforward betweécen the lines as faras he can; as the ring begins .
. "to Iose its:momentum, and wabbles preparatory tosfalling, all -~ . ¢
“.." _shoot at it-with-an arrow (#&t&’kati) irom an.ordinary bow (&s- . . - - <"
. . tati).. -When the ring is struck by an arrow of one side or the "> "
S " othér (guidak winner), the losing side pay over an arrow as - ¢
“ ... . -forfeit:. The game ‘ends at-any timie by matual consent, or
"~ . . : when one side or the other has won all the arrows of the op-

77 posing side. o el
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o v * THE AMNRICAN ANTIQUARIAN. -
T_LI'I‘SAKTSAUD_L'.._ This gamé.(“‘shoot arrow ") is also pla Q(i_ ‘

by young meén and generally in the spring of the year. - Two -

goals are made, situated from twenty-flre to thirty vards apart.

. As, from the nature of these goals, o specimens could be col-

lected, a description must .suffice.  Five piéces of kelp. are
thrust into the carth-in a row, the center piece being about one
and one-hal® feet high, the outer pieces about. three inches
high, and the 'two intermediate ‘pieces midway between the

- center and outer pieces. . Over these is placed another piece’

~of kelp, which is bent in-a semi-circular shape, with its ex-
“tremities thrust.into the earth about two feet dpart.  From two
to'six play, all standing ‘in front of:on¢ ‘goal and_shooting at-
“the goal epposite, the object ‘being to. hit any one.of the up-
right picces of kelp. - 'If the representative of. one side or the
other shoots and strikes the goal he shoots again.  Should he
miss, ‘one. of the opponents takes the arrow with which he

. shoots,  Should he make ‘a hit. he retains the arrow. The -

object of fhis, like the preceding game. is to win' arrows
~TATACAS, In this game a‘goal is also made of kelp, but in--
stéad of arrowsshort spears of red-hackleberry, from three to
four inches in length, are used. The game is played. by two

" boys, tach one sitting down on the beach facing his opponent;
.. but at one side of him.. B takes a piece of kelp stalk (waf £-a-at)

and thrusts it into the ground on his left side, at'which A then
hurtls his spear.. Failing to strike the goal, B takes A's spear,

passes his picce of - kelp to A; who then_thrusts it into the |-

~ground by his left side, whén B hurls the spear. :In case he is
> successful he retains the spear, otherwise the- kelp is returned
‘to B and thrownat by A, and thc game goes on as before. The

~ object of 'the game is to win all the spears of the opponent.

; td P . ! L. : i . . : . . -
Kartikas (Sharp stick slanting).. This game is'someéwhat

Csimilar to- the one just. described, and: is played by bovs. " On | -

the side’of a hill ten or imore sharpened sticks are thrist into
the ground at intervals of from two to three inches..  Fach ™.
player #as his .individual set of sticks or goal. One of the
players rolls down the slope a large picce of kelp, six inches
i length. If it sorolls as to impale itself on onc of the sticks
of one¢ of the other players, he withdraws the stick from- the
i:arth and throws the kelp up in thé airand attemps to catch it
on the point of the stick. | I successful, he retains the stick,
. which constitutes the game. ~ :

KEevvgvan. - This is the'well-known game of \ﬁl ney., which
chs played, as a rule, only by young men.  In former times it
‘was,only played at the celebration of the capture of a whale,
_now it may be splayed at any tinel | A specimen of. bat (/-

whtuk) was collected, which differs from-the shinny stick as - .
.used: by the tribes of the interior,’in. that it has no broad ex- -
, tcmigd portion. The bat ‘measures-two feet ninc. inches in -

—r.

-
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I( :ngth, ‘the lower six mchcs bcmp; c.urvnd out at an angle of 2 R ;
One side of this curved extremity is flattened. . The quClmcn-f C ey
x«)llcct(_d ‘of the ball (Auxoo), is made from the body of some . . o
large vertecbra. Williams states that in former times the ball

was invariably made of whale-bone, The goals (loguatsis--for . -

the mark) arc two straight lines on the beach about 200.yards .-
apart, and #he starting-pofut-of the game is inv anablv from
A pomt vqul-dletant betwéen th< aoal lines. :

TrauaTLA. - This is the ;,ram(, of batticdore and shuttlccock

W thh 50 far as I know has riot been observed beyond the limits -
- bfea prescribed area of the ! Northwest Coast.  This is dplayctl S L
~qually by boysand girls. - “Fhe bat (dakapak), according to. . . o ¢

: - the specimen collected, is made of cedar board cight inchesin . ..~
.. - ~diameter, and less than one- half inch thick: Thc shuttlecock Y
: onsists of a two inch long picce of branch-of salmonberry, in o
one end of ‘which four feathers of a surf.dyck arc, thrus(
lhcrt- 15 no partlcular tlmv for plavmg thls qamc : :

_ Sokris. This is the well-known hand or grass game, of
which two scts were collected.: One set consits of. fOur bon¢
- ' cvlinders two and one-half inches long and three-quarters of
. . aninch in diamcter. Two of them have a .groove about the.
roenter, nnt'—half inch in width, which has l)t,k'l\ filted with many »
T w rappm«rs of “black thread. - The other. set consists of two
~ 7 bonges, the sanie length ‘as those i in thc'prgccdm“ set, but with-. - 7,
< a diameter not qum so great. Both of the bones of this set |
ara plugged at' pne end \uth a picceof wood, while into the
other a rifle ¢ lrtm(lm has been thrust. Ond of the bones has
3 two greeses onc-quarter of an inch in width, and situated from .
« - . cach other about thrée-cighths of an inch. - These greeves are ., - .
filled with wrappings of hlagk thread. The center of the bon¢
iving between these grooves is nu.upud by a band of. ninc
‘ m,lcs each onc having a hole in the center.  This set'is beautlf'
tully polished from %ﬂnw handling and is \Lll()\\ fronyages Thi s
marked picces in-the ’\Inl\ h came are known as chokape ormon’.
the unmarkced. being lmrn/’ or female. Inplaying they always
wuess for the fcmak Thétcount is. kept with ' twenty sticks - )
tbatsa®). This game-is so well’known that a- description of th:- o oL
mcthnd of playing is_not nece ssary. . : ‘ o '

Sacrsssa-whatk - rolls far. . This'is the most.common dml . _
w‘rhaps the best known game plaved by the‘Indians of Wash-. -~ ' e
"ncrton It is played with ten discs (fuliak), while the count is ‘ ’
we pt with twelve sticks (fafsabe). Four sets of this game were
\nllt.ctul two of them being made of clder, the other two of -

R _naple. Nonc of the sets have any special markings to. distin- -

: =00 quish themefrom the orchndr\ scts of this region, except that oo

Y SR ~inane set one side of the dh«. has ‘a"ﬁt \mdﬂ dots near the . P
K U vdge, and a black band near the edge on theother side. dnan o o S

“ of the sets seven of the disés have poln’lLtLrb, half white and - -

f\alf b]ack “In thru-\vts two of [ht remaining d|~c~. have a S
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perimeter entirely white, while that of the.tenthfdisc is _cn'ttre}‘y .
lack. . In the fourth ‘sct the perimeter of ‘twojof the discs is
. entirely black, while that of the third disc is cntircly white. -
" In the three sets,where there 15 a single disc with an edge -
_entirely black, it'is known as ckekope or man;. the dis¢s with
-white borders being known as Aayop or female.. In the|fourth

. set, according to this nomenclature, there would beone female

lf;
4

. »dog'é( T
“Further distinguished by means of a band of black'yarn aboat* .. -
the center.” This is kinown as gwisquis or snow. The teeth are -0

and two men. I was intormed by Williams that the object of
- the game is-to guess the location of the female, apd, as. the
- nomenclaturc was given him by mc. I am at loss to reconeile
the fact that in the three sets collected .there were two fenrales
in each sct. It is probable that in sets of this sort, the black- .
cdged disc may be designited as the female, as without ques-
tion it is the single disc, distinguished from all others|in th¢ -
set, which is the one Zoaght for in every instance. Thisigame,
like the preceding, is also well known and has ‘beenso, aften
described that it nceds no. further mention in this place.| This -
-wame.is played only by men. - ST . o
Enis. - This is the well-known game of the })l;}l\’(?r\ft(:(‘.t:hx
dice, and is played by women throughout the cxtent ¢f the™
“Northwest _territory, — Of thisgame-three ses-were collected, -
<“ome™ef which is imperfect.  There are fous teeth in cach full
~set, two of which, uknally the lower, aré decorated with-incised , -
nes {chililichicodl), which refers mefcly to the markings. | The ™=
ther pair are variously decorated with a single row of circles,
, n-(‘rrc{l‘és_eirrang‘ml in groups. Thesc are known as culbotlith or
tecth. In two of the séts, one of the dotted dice is’

thrown fm‘n'.\- the hand upon the-ground or upon ‘a blanket.-
\When the 'marked sides of all four teeth lie uppermost, the
count is two, and’is known as dlabas or all down. When the
four plain sides lic uppermost, the count is also two, and is
 known as Zascoas or without marks. When the two dotted dice:
fall face down, and the.cross-hatch dice fal! face uppermost.
. then the count is one, chilitcheons or cross-hatch dice” up. The -
exact reverse of this also counts-one, and is known as &ulcocoas
~or dots'down. When one of the tecth is.further distinguished
by being wrapped with' a. black band, the Gount is. somewhat - s
different: all the marked sides uppermost, counting four; while
~the wrapped ‘tdeth up with three blank tecth, count four, also.’

The remaining counts aré-as before.described.

Kaskas. - This game corresponds to the well-known cup and -

. pin gamc of the Plains Indians, which among the neighbors of.

the Makahs is modified into the game with a wooden pin and
snake or fish vertebra. . With ‘the Makahs a humerus.(£ashabs)

. . of the hairsealis, which is.perforated at each end, is._ attached:

by means of 4 string passing through a holé in the middle of

R thé bone to a woodén pin (Za-a-pick). ' The bone is tossed up- 7
~ward and as it falls it is caught on the ¢nd of t_hc" pin. What-
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. ever significance this game ‘may have had in former times has

cvidently.: been lost; for, aceording to Williams, it is played
- merely for amusement, 1t any time and by both sexes. '

R . Ba-BuT'HL:KA-DI. - In addition to the above games, three :
. tops were collected which are interesting, inasmuch as they are DU P
w0 all different and of a type somewhat unliké thaf found in use’ '
c . by Indians of- the interior. Williams was positive in his state-
- -ment that all three varictics were in use by the Makahs before
- .the advent of the whites, but he thpughtlt)-(it’h;it they had been
3 _derived from northern Indians. The first Specimen consists of
J o oo a disc. of. wood,; three inchesYin  diasneter vnd one-half. inch .
- - thiek, through which is thrust a pin, three and one-half.inches . -
To . i in length, thus giving: the form. of an’ordinary spinning top. - -
- . The second specimenis a whipping top of unusual varicty > the *
7 ‘upper portion is rounded, terminating below in a plain, flat sur-- -
’ ., .facc from which projects 4 wooden pin.about aninch in length, = .
o » -upon’ which the top is spun.” The third top is exactly similar 7
- ¢ 7 to those now'ased by white bovs, and is pear shaped., termis
_ - /natingin asmall protubcrance, upon which isfastened the loop
. < of string” which is wound aroupd the lower part of the top.
e . Helding the. string in on¢ hand, the: top is violently thrown
w27 o upon the ground and is set spinhing with the impetus which.is -
IR - - -imparted by the unwinding of .the string. ; L
© . Thusiig will be scen that, of these eleven Makah games,
" threée are dependent for their existenee upon the proximity of
" the, Makahs to theseashore, the chief ‘material used in “thie
three gamds bejng kelp: while in still another game we set -
. modifications from ghe original buckskin ball of the Plains or.
.« - Mountain Indians to'a ball of whale-bone, whilé the:game
- S latself has hecomé intimateds. b wand up with the celebration nf e

S N

the capture of a whale.  ° o
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