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PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES,

AND GENERAL PRGCEEDINGS OF THE FOURTH SESSION OF THE TWENTY-FIRST
PARLIAMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA,

COMMENCING ON THURSDAY, ~FEBRUA.RY 3rd, 1859.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,

Tuwr Fourri Skssiony of the Twenty-first Par-
liament for the Province of Nova Scotia, was
this day opeued with the usual formalities.

At half-past two o’clook, . y., His Exceilency
. the Right Hovorable the Esrn or MOULGRAVE,
Lieutenant-Governor, came in state to the Coun-
cil Chamber, and, being scated, the Gentleman
Usher of the Black Rod received His Excellency’s
command to let the Eouse of Assembly know
It is His Excelleney’s will and pleasure they
attend him immediately in this Houvse,” who be-
ing come with their Speaker, His Excellency was
pleased to open the Session with a Speech to
Loth Houses as follows :

Mr. President, and Uonorable Gent'emen of tte
Legislative Council :
*r. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House bf Agsem-
1y

Siuce the prorogation, communications have
heen received from the Coloaial Office and the
CGrovernor-Gencral, on the suhbject of a Federal
Union of the North Amecerican Provinces, which
will be placed before you at an early day.

I am happy to ioformn you that your Address
to Her Myesty on the Inter-Colonial Railway
was vory graciously received. o

The correspondence with the Imperial Govern-
ment, Canada, and New Brunswick, ‘which in-

duced me to send a Delegation to England, will]

be submitted, with the Report of the Delegates,
tor your iuformation. ‘ ‘
You will be glad to learn that daring. the
recess the Railways to Windsor and Trure have
been completed and opened for traffie, embracing
sixty miles more than were previcusly in opera
tion, R :
Iall Reports of every thing connected with
these great Public Works will - be placed on' the
table without delay.. -~ = o
Daring the past Summer I had the pleasure of
visiting several portions of this fine Province,

&
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and intend to avail myself of future opportuni-
ties to become personally acquainted with thosa
sections of the couutry I have not already seen.

When in Cape Breton, I visited the St, Peter’s
Canal, and directed a further examination and
report to be made upon that work, which will b2
laid before you.

The Hospital for the Insane has heen so far
completed and furnished as to be ready for the
reception of patients, a number of whom are now
experiencing the benefit of that Institution.

While we have reason to thank Almighty God
for aa abundant barvest, I regret to learn that
some distress “has been experienced by a portion
of our hardy and industrious population, {rom a
partial failare of the Fisheries. :

Although, as was expected, a slight deficiency
in the Revenue has resulted from the paralyzed
condition of trade everywhere, I am happy to find
indications of decifed improvement slready ex-
hibited in the healthier tone of commercial tran-
sactions, both here and abroad, from which w2
may confidently, anticipate an increase in the
Revenue of the current year,

The increased liability devolved upon you in
conneetion with the Public Works, renders it im-
perative that, in making your anuual appropria-
tions, due regard should bhe bhad to economy, in
order that you may preserve unsullied the credis
of the Province, upon which your character as a
people depends. "

Mr. 8peaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Az-
sembly ! : : :

‘The accounts for the expenditure of the past,
together with the estimates for the present year,
will be placed before you. ‘ :
Mr. Presideut, and Honerable Gentlemen of the Le-

gislative Council: |
Mr. Speaker, and ‘Geitlemen. of the House of As-
‘sembly : . : ‘

Your atiention will be invited to several nsefal
measures intended to' facilitate the business and
promote the interests of the Provinee, and which
will, T doubt net, receive your carcful congide-
ration. : e



Tuvrepay, February 3.

The House of Asscmbly having returned to
their Chamber—

The speech was read by the Hon. the Speaker.

After which the Hon. the Speaker announced
that having received information of the demise
of George W. McLcllan, E:q., aud Ichabod
Dimock Esq., he bad authorized the issue of
writs for new Elections for the Countics of Col-
chester and Hants,

The Hon. Proviscian SeCRETARY laid on the
table returns shewing that G. W. McLellan and
Bennet Smith, Esquires, had been duly returned
for said Counties,

The members elect were then sworn in before
the Honbls. H. Bell and M. B. Almon, membery
of the Legislative Council,

BILL PRO FORMA.
Mr. W. A. Henry asked leave to introducca
Bill, entitled. An Act to ¢stablish a Decimal
Currency. Read a first time,

THE ADDRESS,

Mr. RucerLes—The next matter for the con-
sideration of the House is the answer to his
Excellency’s speech, which 1 intend, Mr. Speak-
er, to move ; but before doing so I beg leave to
call the attention of the House to scveral mat-
ters of importance, referred to in it. The first
subject to which your attention is directed is the
Union of the Colonies—a question of vast impor-
tance, which has occupied some of the ablesi
minds of the day, not only in the Colonics but in
the mother couniry. The next question is the
inter-Colonial Ruilway, wbich bas been under
consideration for some time, and scveral impor-
tont steps have been recently taken for the pur-
pose of placing the matter prominently before
the Legislatures of the Colonies and the mother
couniry, and from what has transpired we may
safely conclude that at some future and not very
distant day this greal undertaking will be perfect-
ed. Asa question of inter-Colonial policy it is
of vast importance to all the Colonies, and per-
haps more 50 to Nova Scotia than any other ; and
no doubt when the report of the delegation is
laid on the table, it will receive that due con-
sideration which its importance demands.

His Excellency also congratulates the Legisla-
ture on the completion of the Hospital for the
Insane—an ingtitution long required ; and al-
though it has taxed our resources heavily, yet 1
know not, sir, a more worthy ohj et to which
the funds of this Province could not bave been ap.
propriated. That ucfortunate class of people,
who, bereft of reason, are incapable of main-
taining themselves, are there well and suitably
provided for.

It is also pleasing to us to know that His
Excellency has, during the recess, made himselt
familiar, by personal inspection, with various
sections of the country, and expresses in the
gpeech his intention ‘of visiting the whole pro-
vince, whereby we will be enabled the better to
judge of the wants and nccessities of the people
over whom he has been appointed to preside.

The answer to His Excellency’s speech alludes
to several other matters, to which it is not my
intention now to refer, I shall therefore content

R
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myself by moving the following Answer “to the

Address :—

To His Exeellency the Right ITonoroble the FARL OF
MurLaravE, Lieutenant Governor and; Comman-
der-in-Chief in and over Hier Majesty’s Province
¢f Nova Scotia and its Dep-ndencies, &c., &c.

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY:

We, the Rapresenratives of the people of Nova
Scotia, thaok your Excellency for the courteous
terms in which we have been invited to resame
our Legislative labors, *

The communications upon the proposed Fede-
ral Union of the Provinces will not tail to obtain
the atientien due to a question iavolving consi-
derations so important,

We thask your Excellency for informing g of
the gracious manner in which Her Majesty was
pleased to accept the address on the Inter-Colo
nial Railway, and we will consider the corres
pondence had by your Ixeeliency with- the Im-

perial Government and sister Provinces, aud the

report of the delegation to England on that in.
teresting subject.

It affords us much satisfaction to learn that the
Railways have been campleted to Windsor aud
Truro.

The promised information concerning these
works will obtain our careful examiration.

We are gratificd to find that your Excellency
has become personally acquainted with several
portions of our country, and that it is your in-
tention to continue and extend those visits which
vannot fail to be a rource of satisfaction to the
people over whom your Excellency has been call-
ed to preside.

We are glad that your Excellency was enabled
to visit the St. Peter’s Canal, and will bestow due
consid ration upon the report made by your di-
rection.

That the Hospital {for the Insane is so far com-

pleted as to be now in operation, isa source of

much pleasure, and we trust that, although, it
hag heavily taxed our resources, it will be attend-
ed with commensurate usclulness,

We desire to cxpress our thankfulness to the
Divine author of al} good, for the abundance with
which the labors of the husbaudman have been
blessed, and sincerdly regret the destilution
caused by the unproductiveness of any portion of
so important a branch of our commercial indus~
try asthe fisheries.

It is satisfactory to know that the deficiency in
the Revenue has not been considerable, and that
the prospects for the future are encouraging.

In the necessary appropriations for the public
service, we will not losc sight of the paramouut
importance of sastaining the credit which Nova
Scotia has justly attained, by making due provi-
sion for all our liabilities.

The accounts of past expenditure and current
estimates will receive our careful considcration.

Our best attention will be bestowed upon such
measares as may be brought under our notice
during the present session.

Mr. Culdwell seconded the motion,

Hon. Wmuiam Youne said, I presame the
usual course will be adepted on this occasion and
that the apswer to the Address will be allowed
to remain on the table until to-mor: ow ; this has
been the usage here for many years, and js the
more necessary on this occasion, that we miay have
time to recover from our asfonishmeat at the
brilliant promises disclosed in the speech, and the
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numerous comprehensive, and valuable measures
which Her Majesty’s Administration have pre-
pared for our deliberation and approval.

Hon. ATTORSEY GENERAL mwoved that the sys
tem of Franking adopted at the last Session be
continued, Passed nem con.

Hon. ATtoRNEY GENERAL 8aid it was in the
knowledge of the House that the gentleman who
had previously ceeupied the position of Chair-
man of the Commilttee of Supply had been re-
moved daring the recess by death. He would
suggest, therefore, to the Hon. leader of the
opposition that he shonld nominate some mem-
ber to supply bis place, as it was usual to ap-
point Chuirmen of the Standing Committees fro:n
diverse sides of the Hounse,

At the suggestion of the Hon. Mr. Young the
consideration of that question was postponed un-
til Friday. ’

The House then adjourned until three o’clock
to-day.

Fripay, February 4.
The House opened at three o’clock.
On motion of Mr. Ruggles the House proceed
ed to consider the Address.

Mr. Martin J. Wilkins said,—1I do not rise, Sir,
for the purpose or with the intention of raising
any objections ina formal manner to the Address,
my object being merely to keep myself right in
veference to certain expressions contained in the
second and third clauses of His Excellency’s
speech.

The hon. member here read the second clause
as follows :—<<I am happy to inform you that
your address to Her Majesty on the Inter-colonial
Railway was very graciously received.’.

On reading this it wonld be supposed that the
address to the (Jueen, on the subject referred to
had been acquiesced in. Her Majesty is as supe-
rior to all others in politeness, amiability and the
virtues which adorn the human character as she
is in majesty and dignity, and therefore, Sir, she
never returns a direct negative to the humble pe-
titions of her loyal subjects, but invariably puts
thera off as she has done on this occasion. When
her ministers advise acquiesence in the prayer of
8 petition they -convey the answer in direct terms
~—and distinctly enunciate the course which she
intends o pursue. Of this mode of procedure we
have had many recent examples, therefore we are
not to infer from the expresions I have just quoted
from the despatch in answer to the address, that
at the time it was written her Majesty’s ministers
had in any way altered their minds in respect of
the Inter-colonial Railway or intended to deviate
from the course pointed out in their despateh of
the 15th January, 1858—wherein they, with re-
luctance inform. the Colonies that such was the
condition of the finances of the Empire that it
was impossible her M jesty’s government could
recommend it to Parliament, b

The third clause reads as follows :—¢¢ The. eor-
respondence with the Imperial Government, Ca-
nada and New Brunswick, which induced me to
send a Delegation to England, will be submitted,
with the Report of the Delegates, for your infor-
mation.”” On this olause I will at present make
0o observation, but I shall content myself with
simply stating that I do not concur in its accurn-

5

cy. I merely refer to this to put myselfin a posi-
tion to prove hereafter that I have not scquiesced
to it.

This is all I have to say as regards the speech,
but while on my feet I shall ask the indulgence
of the House, if they will favor me with the op-
portunity, briefly to explain my present political
position. It is known to all the senior members
of this Assembly that I was bornin the very
Camp of Conservatism, and if not actually born
there, that I have borne armsin the ronks of the
Conservative army ever since I wasable to shoul-
der a musket, and therefore i is not likely I would
be found deserting from its standard at this dny.
In view of my present position and the state of °
parties in this country, I am satisfied that nothing
would justify me in so doing ; but that on the
contrary I should be guilty of buseness were I to
leave my own party and unite myself with those
to whom I have always been opposed. Having
followed the standard of Conservatism thus far, 1
would no more think of abandoning it than would
& grenadier of Napoleon’s old guard of deserting
the Eagle of his regiment. "Therefore, Sir, I re-
main what I have always beer —a consistent Con-
servative. I have always expressed myself vio-
lently opposed to political tergiversation of every
description ; and- it cannot be supposed that a
maan having reached my mature age would rashly,
or hastily pass over from the ome side to the
other ; the parties in this house are too nearly
assimilated on political questions to permit this
without discredit and disgrace. It seems rather
paradoxical, but is nevertheless quiet true, that
the nearer two political parties approach each
other in sentiment and opinicn, the more difficult,
or rather impossible is it for any member to change
sides, without ruin to his political reputation.
There are occasions I admit, when secession from
& party may be justified, but it can only be when
important political measures, involving the wel-
fare of the nation, state or people, divide the
parties, and the individual who secedes is sincerely
and conscientiously convinced that the party he
was . gcting with has been in error in mattevs-of
such vital importanse, it then becomes not only
his privilege, but his duty, on discovering his
error, instantaneously to unite with the other
party whose views he has discovered to be conso-
nant to the true interests of the public. In such
a case a public man is not only justified in leaving
his party, but is bound to do so as 2 man of honor
and a patriot. In illustration of this view history
affords us severa] examples ; this we all know—
that Sir Robert Peel, who for 30 years led up the
great Protectionist party in England, having at
last become convinced by the persevering argu-
ments of the advocates of free trade, and his own
experience of the manufacturing and producing
interests of the nation and its general commerce—
that his views were erroneous, abandoned his
party and lent-his aid and co-operation to the
introduction and establishment of the principles
of Free Trade. As another instance when in this
country the great question of Railroads wag first
introduced Ly -the present Opposition, several
individuals-of that party being conscientiously of
opinion that the immense expenditure required
for their construction would create a burdensome
and unmanageable public debt, refused to act

with their then political allies, and with great
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credit to themselves, came over to this side of the
Houze. .

No great questions separate parties now,—the
opposition is divided from the government side of
the house by sn almost imaginary line—so thit
no man can walk over from the one side to the
other pleading strong state necessity ;—and there-
fore, if he did so it would be obvious that he ha
not heen impelled by a sense of public duty, hut
had been attracted by the allurements of office,
profit, or ambition. In this view of the subjeet,
it iy impossible that I could desert the stancard
under which I have fought with pleasure, and
- aily my myself with those to whom 1 have ever
been opposed. If any gentleman of the other
side uader present ciremnstances were to come
over to this side of the house, I should consider
him a disgrace to our party,—and were I to cross
over to the opposition, both I and they would be
equally disgraced,—I because T had deserted, and
they l,ecause they harbored a deserter. ’

Having recently found it necessary in my
own juleinent to throw up my oftice of Solicitor
General together with my seat in the Council on
the ground of what I considered public duty, for
gurely 1 canuot b suspected of having done so
for pleasure j the office being the legitimate, just
and natural object of my ambition, through which
I might attain to the head of my profession —nd
it wag with sorrow [ parted with it,—I think I
have a right to demand that those who hear me,
whatever they may think of my prudence will
have vespecet for my motives,—and I have also
a right to expect to be helieved when I assert as
I now do that if the opposition, who have not so-
licited me to come over to thewm, and to whom I
have never tendered my services—were to offer
me the best office in the gift of the government on
condition that [ should join them the offer would
be indignantly retused.

I shall be excused, if in conclusion, I indualge
in one or two self-congratulatory remarks. I have
always acted' the part of a counsistent politician.
1 remember not long since, that the hon. member
for Windsor in his usual playful manner, when
commenting on a remark that I had made to the
effect that there was nothing in nature that did
not change, e¢hserved that he could fot altogether
agree with e, as he knew that there waa
in rerum neiure an  individual who mever
changed puinting to myself. (Laughter.)
Now, siv, I have in the course of my political life
received many little gentle castigations at the
hands of that hon. gentleman, but when he made
that declaration, I can assure him he gave com-
plete compensation and satisfaction for every sin
he had ever committed against me ; and, sir, 8o
opposed do I still continue to change, that were
it not for a little hoarseness, and the decorum
necessary to be observed in this august assem-
blage, 1 should now lift up my voice and sing
that beautiful verse of a well known song— =~

¢ They bid me seek in change of sides

The charms that others see, .
But were I in & foreign land S
They’d find no change in me.”> (Laughter.y

1on, Witniam Youxe rose and said—1t is my
intention, Mr. Bpeaker, to move,an amendment
to this elause of the address, which is go siguifi-
cant in s churuster as to call for an ' éxpigsion
of opinion from both sides of the houge,..:Witliia

view to the public interest, I think it hetter that
the ovinlons and feelings of the members of this
house should ke ascertained in the inception of
our proccedings, and therefore, it is. sir, that I
have taken this, the Parliamentary meode, of
testing them.  The bon. and learned Attorney
General, daring the last session of the Legisla-
lure, complained that desultory attacks were
made on the government, and chalienged ug to
come down with a divect res Iution of wanl of:
contidence 5 it was ot then adveizable fo do =03
hut [ now mean to invite an cxpression of feeling
from both sides on that subject. The amendment
I design to move will openrup the whole ficld,
and the result will shew what the gense of this
house really is ou a question of such vital tmpor-
tance to the provinge generally.

Having only determined to move the amend-
ment [ bold in my hand, Iate laat night, 1 might
say early this morning, but little time was left
for refiection 5 nordo 1 purpoese oceupying the
time of this house with a very elaborate speceh,
but shall ratber follow the course pursued by the
bon. Attorney General in 1857—who, in intre-
ducing o similar motion, contented himself with
stating the heads of his attack, without entering
into detail, giving rather the conclusicas ol his
wind than the reasons which led to them. The
specch —which 1 brg leave to refor to, in its con-
stitutional and puriiamentary sense; is not
that of the Governor, bet of the adminis-
tration, by whom it is {ramed, and who are re-
spousible for its contents—it is certainly a most
remarkable production.  Ary man who carefully
and houestly considers it, conld not prunovunce it
to be the specch of a strong government—con-
selous of its position in this country—and com-
manding the respect of a majority of the people ;
and, sir, while it is miy. detennination vow, as
heretofore, to abstain frow indalging in auything
savoring of the personal ravcor aud maliguant bit-
lerness, which characterised thie debates of lust
session, I ecannmot help snying, that in itsell, tbe
speech plainly ivdicates the deplorable weakness
of the admivistration, .

In the speech of last session our attention was
directed to one measure ; on the present oue the
administration have not ventured to commnit
themselves even to one—there isa perfect blank.
Not merely is the speech non-committal in pars,
but as % whole, It is true that in the closing
sentepee the house is informed in the stereoty ped
acd unmeaning phrase that its attention will be
invited to-several uzeful mensures,—of what na-
ture, relating to what questious, we are left en-
tively in the dark. 1% is a spuech, then, giving
o promise of Legislative acion—indicating.no
poticy, and is not, I presume, inteuded to be, fol-
jowed by the iufreduction of any important mea-
sures, - Such a course would lead auy obsorving
and reflecting miud inevitably to the couclusion
that the admiuistration, even iu their own minds,
have ceased o ¢command the esterm of this house,

{as I believe they have deservedly lost the respuch

of the country. What has oceurred since tue tust
gessiont ! Hants and Colchester have unmistaka-
bly spoken out and iecorded their opinions ad-
versely to the government. Does this faii to
irmpress on the listeding ear of the couutry ihe
conclusion that the prineciples of the oppesition
are gathering day by day new streagth? Is-itot
tha langa. ge which those large, influential cona
stituencics have so opeuly spoken, intelligibleto
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every man? Docs not the government feel ils
fgnilicance and valne? 1f not, how comes it
that the vacavey in the Legislative Couneil,
occasioned hy the death of the late Mr, Harris,
bas rot been filled up. Fortunate was it for Mr.
Creighton that he did not represent a constituen-
¢y, for the administiation would not dare to test
their sirength in any Protestant county in the
province by an election. I understand thal there
is an amusing and characteristic race now run-
ning in Kings County. Three B.'s have started
for the place ; which of the three will win the
day, is as yet problematical, (A laugh.) It may
be that the result will be an election for that coun-
ty. That, sir, I believe to be the real difficulty
in the way of an appointment Lo the vacant seal.
To other words, the government are afraid that
Kings will speak out as Colchester and Hants
have spoken. In a late Punch I perceive a most
laughable and sarcastic gketch ; four persons ave
assembled round a table, engaged in the amusing
Christmas game of Spapdragén—Lord Derby,
Mr., D’Israeli, Lord Jobn Russell, and Mr. Bright
—each eager to touch the dangerous morsel—
each afraid. Which of the three B’s of Kings
will represent the Bright of the House of Com-
mons—which will enatch at, and burn his fingers,
to gain the prize ? In the meantime it is a fact

“that the yacancy in the Leégislative Couneil re-

mains unfilled—an exhibition of the vacile and
trembling fears of the government. !

We bave just listened, Mr. Speaker, to agpeech
from the late Hon. Solicitor General, the exact
meaning and scope of which will be gathered
from Dis subsequent political action. But sir,
Lhe extraordinary rpectacle which ‘the adminis-
tration prescnted, drawn from the puhlic docu-
ments, to which I am justified in referring, since
they have been made public in the Koyl Gazetle,
is indeed unprecedented, either in Imperial or
Uolonial history, .And, sir, I challenge the men,-
bers of government to extract from either sourge
an excuse for their conduct to  their late egl-
league. I defy them to produce a case where
an Execntive have stamped with such an act of
eprobation one of their own associates; who had
been honored with an appointment to ope .of the
Crown offices. Let them shew me, if they can,
a case where after a councillor has withdrawn
from. & government . his colleagues ventured to
charge him with the violation of his oath as a
councillor—a crime for which, had he been really
guilty, the Executive would have been coxnpelled:
either to diswiss him instantly, or would them-
selves have participated in the ofience, -And, sir,
in taking the course they did, I think I am Jus-
tified in saying that the Executive perpetrated
an -ack which the people of this conptry will
never endorse. S L

Again, sir, the administration have by their
treatment of James R. Forman, forfeited the con.
fidence of the people. For months have the go-
vernment indulged in a style of remark and cri-
licisra on the conduct of . that gentleman unjusti-
uable in the extreme. I bave watched for several
yeats his public conduct @id can unhesitatingly
aver that a more “honorable, conscientions man,
and I believe that one moré competent to the per-
formance of-bis duty’ as an engineer could not
unve been selected. He well and skilfully per-
formed his public duty, but, becaase he could ndt
support the present administration, he was sum-
marily dismissed from his office, and, Subsequent-

ly, pursued with a rancour of iuvective, altogether
unprecedented. It is alleged that many of these
attacks proceed from a member of thé adwinis-
tration, for the life of me I can hardly helieve
it, and I trust that e to whom I allide will rise
in his place and purify himself from the imputa-
tion,

Upwards of £300.000 of pullic money has been
spent in the construction of oor railways. The
annual interest npon which exceeds £50,000. Is
it not indispcusable then that this great public
work shonld he managed with accuracy aud
skill 7 Docs pot our very existence, our inde-
pendence as a Legislature, depend upon thijs?
aud what, sir, is the condition to which we are
now reduced? Where is the master mind to
regulate and control this large expendi wre ? In
the conduet of an extensive mereantile coneern,
it is indispensable that there should be one con-
trolling mind to preserve order and reguiurity
in the machinery of business: and yet, in the
conduct of our railway affaire, we find ‘three die-
tinet authorities, not barmonising with, but con-
tending against cach “other—ike chairman pot
enjoying the confidence of (he engineer, the engi-
neer acting independently of the chajrman, and
the superintendent differivg from both. So it is
believed outside, and I fear there is too miuch
trath in it What results have ensucd from this
anomalous and incongruous system? Do we not
see blunder after blunder, wisfortune afier mis-
fortune, following thick and fast on the heels of
each other. Trains creeping along at the rate of
ten miles an hour, and yet disasters occurring so
often that public confidence is shaken in the road,
and passengers are affaid to travél the line,

Have the adininistration yet realised the finan-
cial condition of this couniry ;. 4he recollection

of the famous financial statement’ of last year, is
still fresh in our recollections,. dnd 1 wait with
tuch cariosity for that of this year. ~ In view of
this straightened condition’ ©of oui resources,
where, I ask was the nceessity or excusc for the
dismissal of an engineer, who, received but
£937 10s.,, and the appointment of one at the
rate of £1500,—saddling an additional £600 up-
on the resources of the country for no beneficial
object, for it inust be admitled on all hauds, that
the engincer appointed- by the present govers-
ment has but carried out the plans of his predc-
eessor, and that 100, in' some ingtanees, without
having made the necessary allerations which M.
Forman'contemplated. =~

. Other dismissals’ of a most extraordinary cha-
racter have béen made since the Legislature last.
et ; for the first time in the history of this Pre-
vince bag the principle of political proscription
been applied to a Juige—(a Judge of Probate it

i5 trae, but still 8 Judge.) ~Is it not patéint to all
who hear me that the late John' C. Hall,. Mr,

Creighton, and others, held the position;of Judges
of Probate while they opposed the administration
of the day, and yet, sir, -the government took no
steps—attempted not in the slightest degree to
interfere with their right of private Jjudgment on
public questions. By the: introduction of an én-
tirely new principle, the hon. Mr, McCully, &
member of the Upper Branch, & Judge of Prc-
bate, is singled out, ‘and summarily dismissed
from his' office. - 'Why was this done, 1t was
purely on political grounds, ‘for Dot a whisper

has been uttered impeaching either his ability or
his Integrity as & Judge. U T

. b



Who is there that does not rocollect the denun-
ciations which the dismissal of a Sheriff called
forth from the opposition of which the hon. At-
terncy General was leader. And yet, sir, within
the last few weeks, a Sheriff has, for some trum-
pery charges, of the nature of which Iam not suf-
ciently cognisant, been ejected by the present go-
vernment from his office.  Mr. McLean enjoyed the
esteem and confidence of all parties inthe county
of Cumberland, yet he is wickedly and unjustly
gacrificed at the bidding of a small section who
have rent the Conservative party in twain.

Sir, it was the misfortune of the leaders of the
present administration, when in opposition, to
forget that they might one day retarn to power.
English statesmen are always controlled by the
wholesome recollection that the accident and
changes of parties may place them at the head of
affairs, in which case they would be of necessity
compelled tc carry out their principles. For
this reason, sir, alihough the government might
bave been defeated on that pet measure of the
hon. Attorney General—-the Maine Liquor Law
—at the last session, I forbore to commit myself
or my party to a principle which we did not
believe to besound. Sir, with my present impres-
sions, the best office in the giftof the government
would not have tempted me to desert whatl
believed to be a religious and moral duty, and
ignore the policy I had conscicntiously pursued.
How different is it with the hon.and learned
Attorney General ;—suddenly he hecomes con-
vinced that a measure he had so long advocated
and supported with the utmost favor requires an
airing,—the bill is dropped and we hear of it ro
more.

" But, sir, allow me to say that the nisfortune
and the weakness of the late government was
the eternal, irritating and undue pressurc of the
Catholic body. Iadhere to the political prioei-
ples which I announced in the session of 1857—
“ Equal rights to all classes and creeds, ascen-
dancy to none, proseription to none.” On behalf
of the Liberal party, I emphatically deny that
they desire, or purpose if they had the power, to
proscribe the Catholic body or refuse them their
legitimate and fair claims. Bat, sir, when the
Catholic body grossly abuse their position—when
they seek to assume a higher stand, and exercise
a wider and more extended influence than that
to which they are legitimately entitled—when
eight or ten members haye the power (and exer-
cise it) of moving in = body across the floor of
the house, and defeating an administration, be-
- cause they do not obtain a Speakership for this,
or a Finaocial Secretaryship for that co-reli-
gionist—it becomes the duly of Protestants to
curtail and confine their influence within fair and
proper bounds. When the Protestant mewnbers
of this house were asked to perpetrate a double
job—for I can designate it by no other term—in
one and the same session; for the meémbers of one
and the same family, and a section of their sup-
porters stand behind to enforce the demand, then
indeed, sir, the time had arrived when some
action should be taken to confine the Catholic
power within just limite, To the operation and
effect of that influence alone is ta be sttribu-
ted the dismissal of Mr. Forman,—to the pressure
brought to bear for that end the government
weakly and criminally yielded. o

Now, sir, I see by the speech “that questions of

the largest interest and value are about to be
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submitted for the consideration of the Logisla-
ture. The question of a union of the Colonies,
one of the most important ever presented to a
Colonial Legislature, for the first time comes
before us in an official shape. If indced, sir, we
are l0 have a Federal and not a Legidative
Union of these Colonies—if the Canadas are to be
divided, and that extensive and fertile region
lying hetween Lake Superior and Red River to
be erected into new dependencies, and these with
the Lower Provinces to form one grand confede-
ration, then,indeed we are called upon to deli-
berate on a subject of the largest extent. To
frame such a measure—to propound and carry
out a great question of intercolonial policy, re-
quires a strong government. That we have not
at this day an Executive that can safely be en-
trusted with such a power must be apparent to
every man who views carefully the state of pub-
lic opinion—who knows that the mind of the peo-
ple has undergone a thorough and complete revo-
lution. Se, sir, with the Intercolonial Railway ;
that question also requires a vigorous, able and
strong government to carry it out.

~ Now, sir, with respect to the delegation allow
me to say, that although I do mnot wish to refer
personally to the gentlemen appoinied, yet, sir,
I do think that if the men whose capacity for
public business best suited them for the perform-
ance of such a public duty had been chosen, the
two who were appointed, would not have been
the men. We have heard that the Parliamentary
experience which the hon. Provincial Secretary
wants was to be supplied by the hon. and learned
member for Sydney. Some parts of that experi-
enge, perbaps, be might have been better with
ouf.

Mr. Hesry,—1I agree with the hon, and learn-
ed member for Inverness,

Hon. Mr. Young,—That portion of the hon.
gentleman’s experience to which I refer, was in
the session of 1857, when he deserted and aban-
doned his party, and violated every rule of poli-
tieal morality, and every principle of honorable
obligation. I would have blushed to my inmost
soul to have done what the bon. gentleman was
not ashamed to do. Sir, had he net interrupted
me, I should not have uttered this opinion, but
it is my opinion and I am ready to defend it.

Ia coneclusion, sir, I stated at the opening that
I did pot intend to address the house atany
great length ; it will be for the majority of this
house to declare in the face of those constituen-
oies, whose ratification of their acts they will
soon require, whether this imbecile, tottering ad-
ministration—powerless for good but all power-
ful for evil, should longer zontinue to misgovern
the country. I now beg leave therefore, without
farther preface, to move the following amend-
ment to the Address :— -

« But in view of this and other questions of the
iargest magnitude, which will come before Par-
liament for their deliberation during the present
Session, and of the policy of the recent delega-
tion, we deem it due to your Excellency respect-
fully to declare that the constitutional advisers
of your Exeellency do not possess the confidence
of this House, nor of the people we represent,
and that s change in the administration has be-
come indispensible,
prosecution of the public works and business of
the Province.” ‘ o C

for the vigorous and faithful

i
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Hon, ArrorNEY GENERAL said :—The hon.
member for Inverness, at the opening of his ad-
dress, complained of the shortness of time allow-
¢d bim for the preparation of the speech he has
just delivered It canuot be said, sir, that I oc-
cupy a better position—but Ido not feel that I
shold discharge my duty. to this house and coun-
try were I to allow his speech to remain unan-
swered—or permitted the balief to exist for a
moment in the mind of any hon. gentleman who
heas me that it required time to reply to the
churges he has preferred against the Administra.
tion—and upou which he founds his amendment
to the address. The hon. and learned member
said he trusted that the course pursued on a for-
mer debate would not now be followed, and the
debate brought to an abrupt conclusion Ly the
application of a rule of this house. He need
have no upprehension on that score j—the action
of the Government to which he alladed grew out
of the peculiar cireumstances of the case. The
tuen Lient. Governor of this colony had given
notiee that he was about to leave the proviuce,
tad only bheld the reius of government until the
arrival of his successor. The steamer which was
to convey him from our shores was hourly ex-
pected-—and therefore the Government thought
that to delay the answer to a speech from the
throne, couched in terms aficctionate and kind,
until a debate, which it was evident would be
protracted, had terminated—wonld be a discour-
tesy to his Excellency ; hence the course adopted
—but the hon. gentleman was then challenged
to come down with a resolution embodying his
views after the address had passed, in which case
it was openly stated that we were prepared freely
to discuss their public acts and policy.  But, sir,
the course then pursned forms no precedent in
this case ; yet although the government do not
shrink frowe any discussion, I-hope the good sense
of the bouse will curtuil the debate within rea-
zonable and proper bounds. :

The hon. and learned leader of the opposition
has pointed ont a long catalogue of supposed
governmental sins—connected with subjects on
none of which is this house in a position fairly
1o pass—because the iuformation from regular
and authentic sources—uecessary to the forma-
tion of an accurate opinien upoa them is not yet
before the house. Almoss all his -charges were
based on surmise and supposition only ; substan-
tinted by bald statewments, unsapported by a tit-
tle of proof.

The.only thing of a positive nature to which
the hom. gentieman referved in a somewhat er
cathedra toue, Was the weakness of the government.
He averred that the exccutive was exceedingly
weals both in the House and Country, and was
growing more and more so every day. In this

- statement we caunot fail to pereeive the reflax . of

the shon. gentleman’s own opinions, colored by.
his own desires aud feelings, I do not wish rudely
to disturb his dreams ; let him enjoy the beanti-
fulbut illusory visions of hope—the. pleasures
of fancy and imagination ; it would be cruel and
unkiad to interfere with a pleasare so innocent
and harmless, But yet, sir, it must got be aap-
posed, here or elsewhere, that his fancy picture. 18
a trathful one. He says, the want of coafidence
felt by the people in the government is oozing
upon bim through every channel of public opiaion
~-that he breathes it in. the

itas he wouzld some very pleasant kind-of laugh-'

.
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ing gas. (Laughter). While he was speaking I
could not help thinking that he might be likened
to one of those sweet and fragrant flowers which,
draw all sustcnance from one ingredient in the'
atmospliere,-and that I might also be represented
by another flower supported by different natri.
ment. (Langhter) We both flonrish—he on his
food. I on mine—thoungh that which conduces to’
the well being of the one, is of a direetly opposite
character to the viands used by the other, Is it
wonderfud, then, that we should entertain diverse
sentiments. He thinks the government weak—
wanting in puablic confidence--losing ground
daily. I believe the adminstration to be strong
ia the confidence and affections of the people—
and growing stronger day by day.

That we are stugrig in the house, is believed by
the hon. mewmber himself, for he asks us not to
euforce a rule of this honse, arbitrarily to shat
out debate.  That the goverument have no power
to do unless they are sustained by a majority.
But he believes in oar administrative weakness,
becuuse two elections have heen ran, one in
Hants, the other in Colchester, and that in bolh
cases members have been retarned supporting
the opposition.  Sir, there would indeed be some
truth aud justice in this view, if either of these
countics had formerly been represented by a sup-
porter of the governmnent. Not so: the late Mr.
McLellan and the lale Mr. Dimock were both
opponents of the administration. Yu what, then,
is the opposition stronger or the government
weaker? Not an jota has either guined or lost,
The hon. gentleman hag, then, 0o grounds for
congratulation, because the opposition held their
own and were not beaten on their own ground.
He says that we do not fill up the vacancy in the
Legislative Council, because that would necessi-
tate "an election for Kings. I am free to admis
that such is the reason ; the government believe
that to make taat appointment now, and put the
people of Kings to the trouble of running an elec-
tion, would bLe an inexpedient and improper
exercise of the disoretion vested in thera.

I bave no observation to make on the resigna-
tion of the late Hon. Solicitor General; I pre-
sume that question will come before the House
when hon  members will be in a better position
to judge of the merits of the whole case than they
now are. 8o also with the diemissal of Mr. Forw
meu ; the information necessary to a thorough
understandiog of the reasons which led to that
act is not beforg us: I shall therefore follow the
hon. member’s example and deal with that ques-
tion in general terms. e claims Mr. Forman
to be a man of talent and skill, to whom the
couuitry is greatly iudebted for beneficial servi-.
ces performed; [ look upon him as an officer
wanting in knowledgze and skill, and balieve that
incalculable injury aud loss has resulted to this

-very ‘air—inhales]

country from his incapacity and want of expe-
rience and judgment.. He thinks that Mr. For.
‘man is 4 man 8o impeceable in character that he

‘caanot and should not be attacked. Does he not

koow that in this respect My, Forman was dealt
with-kindly, considerately,, Ieniently,—and bad
he been- content to act with judgment, might
have left . his office . without. observation. or re-
mark,, What did follow was drawn forth by, Mr,
Forman himself, who rusked into print and com- :

 pelled . publicity of those damaging statementa

made agsiost bim: After his dismissal heindited
aud published & lotter againsh: the government, .
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containing charges o unfounded—se utterly
false ard untrue, a8 to stamp Mr. Forman as a
wan entitled to no eredit whatever for veracity ;
zrd. sir, when the whole subject is before the
beuse, from lesiimony the authority and truth
6f wLich it will be impossible to doubt— but lit-
tle irginuity will be required to shew that again
a1d again have assertions beem made by Mr.
Terman with a most reckless disrcgard of the
real facts. Therefore it is in vain for the bon.
and learned leader of tbe opposition to delude
himvelf with the idea that Mr. Forman can be
mad: ont to the people of  this country a martyr
of the zovernwent. In transferring the manage-,
ment of the Railway from him to the gentleman
who now fills the office of Chief Engineer, the
administration did an act which has largely
Lencfitted this province, and the eflcets of which
were instantancously felt and ackunowledged.
The hon. gentleman asks would Mr. Forman
have been dismissed bad he been a Catholic? and
states as the reason for his discharge that he
belonged to the Protestant Alliance. I tell him
that it mattered not what bis religion was, he
would bave been dealt with in precisely the way
he was; and that there never was a greater un-
truth unttered than that his connection with the
Trotestant Alliance led to bis dismissal.

The hon. gentlemen next referred fo the Rail-
way. That question also, 1 will pass by as one of
{he subjects which cannot be investigated, or
even referred to, until the facts are fully before
tbe house ; but, sir, it is quite apparent that the
hon. gentleman in describing the condition of
that work, drew largely upon his prolific imagi-
nation, avd labored industriously to destroy pub-
lic confidence in this great work ; in this he but
ollowed the course of the organ of his party.
which, while those who conducted it well kuew
that it once the impression went abread that the
road was unsafe for travel, the public interests
would be largely injured, teemed day after day.
with cxaggerated statements distorted occurrec-
ces, and positive untruths, all for the purpose ot
damaging the work.

His reference to the financial condition of tbe
country I also pass over; when the proper time
comes, the government will be prepared to justi-
fy their acls, and sustain their financial policy.

e condemos the government because they die-
mixsed a Judge of Probate, but the bon. gentle-
maa is quite wrong in averring that any ditfer-
ent priuciple was applied to Mr. McCully, from
tbat which the members of government always
entertained and expressed,  That gentleinan
would not have been dismissed for the exercise of
Lis political privileges, provided be did so with-
in the bounds of propriety, but when he saw fit
to viclute the decent restraints whieh the office
should have exercised on him, he put himself be-
yord tbe pale of the principle which the govern-
mens still avow as portion of their public policy.

The case of Sheriff McLean to which the hon.
member referred, fully illustrates the impropriety
of the course pursued by bim, in referring to
questions before the whole of the facts were be-
fore the house, Fe said the charges which led to
the dikmissal of Sheriff McLean were trumpery.
Hnd lie been acquainted with the resl state of the
cage, he would have: known that the ‘chabges

which! were fully eubstantiatéd against that offi-f
cer had induced the judges who iuvestigated.
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them fully to coneur in the propriety of his dis-
mireal,

The hon. and learned leader of the oppositicn
aleo referred to the Maine Liguor Law, and in
tones of virtuous indignation d-clared that noth-
ing would induce bim to violate a principle he
had once propoupded. Sir, I think this house
will agree with me in opinion that be gave usa
sirange example of his consistency last year when.
he organiz«d the forces of his party and used his
best endeavours to obstruct the ratiication of the
agreement entercd into by the delegates with the
Mining Company for settling that verata qutioes the
Mines and Minerals, though I acted on the policy
be bad himself anncmnced to this House and
Country as gound aud just.

That 1 did not rupport the Maine Liquor Law
bill last Hegsion was because I bad every reacon
to believe that the same mombers who dstreyed
the bill in 1856 and 1857 would do so again in
1858. Had [ felt less clearly and strongly than
I do the duty 1 owe to the temperance cause, I
might ave attempled to carry the bill last
Session, but 1 well kuew that all efforts in that
direction wounld be vain and ineffectual. The
honble. and learned leader proponnded the policy
which be intends to pursue with respect to the
Catholic body. He says his object is to curtail
and restrict their power but in the same breath
diselaims any intention of proscribing them.—Do
the Catholics at this hour ¢xcreise any undue in-
fuerce in this Country ¢ Do they not stand on
the same political platform occupied by the
Protestant, Do they possess a single political
privilege that is not shared by the Protestants of
this Country ? If ot the honble. gentlemancan
take npothing from them, can restrict their in-
flucnce in no wise, without placing them in an
unfavorable position with respect to their Protes-
tant Lrethren. He cannot restrict the political in-
fluence of the Catholic without taking away trom
him some privilege or immunity which the Pro-
testant enjoys. In faet sir, he cannot restrict with-
out proscribing them. )

IHe gave'us a most singular veason for the
course he has adopted, and said that the change
which took place in 1856, having been brought
about by the Catholic body, decided him to pur-
sue it. I had alwaye been led to -believe that
those changes had their origio and birth in causes
very ditferent to those, to which he atiributed
them. But whatever ' the cause, the Catholic
body only exercised their uudoubted political
rights in transferring their support from one
party to another. The hon. gentleman, in view
of the questions of {be Union of the Colouies and
the Intercolonial Railroad, could not bave been
serious in his. disapproval of the Delegation
Surely, sir, it wos wise and proper that the go-
vernment should leave no stone untarned to ob-
tain the Imperial agsistance {owards the construc-
tion of the railway ; and when the delegates from
the neighbouring Provinees of Canada and New

Brunswick wete about to visit the mother coun-

try, charged with the duty of explaining to the
Imperial government the Colonial requirements
ou these questions, would it have been wise to
allow them to go home unaccompanied by dele-
gates from this province, ‘because if-we joined in

the delegation the immense sum of £600 would -
be drawn fron-the Treasury ? -He, bowever, not.
only fibds-fanltswith the delegation, but with the-

‘delegatds,‘and thinkis that otherscould have been
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tound more competent for the work than. the hon.
Provincial Secretary and the hon. and learned
member for Sydoey. This, bowever, is a mere
matler of taste ; for my own part I do not Lelieve
that two men could be fourd who would better
have sustained the Colonial ¢haracter for intel-
ligence and ability, as well as appearance
(laughter) thaa my two hon. friends, ‘
Now, sir, I have briefly run over the specch of
the hon. member ; and bave argwerid. [ helieve
fully all the charges preferred agaiost the go-
vernment 5 and if, sir, the hovn. geuntleman’s
Fpecch was a good one and mine a bad one, I
bave the satisfaction of knowing that our posi-
tions are reversed, as my cause is a good one and
hiz a had one. Therefore, sir, I do not conside-
it worth while further to occupy the time of the
bouse in answering arguments which carry with
them their own refutation. .
Hon Mr. Howe said :—I feel, Mr. Speaker,
that after so long an absence from the Province,
without having regularly read the newspapers of
the dny, and of consequence being unfamiliar
with the transactions which have transpired in my
absence, that ITam not prepared to engage in thi-
discussion, with any hope of doing justice to the
sukjest. Perhaps, sir, could my uvwn convenience
have been consulted, I might have preferred that
the right of the Opposition to move an amendment
to the Address in answer to the Speech, should
have been waived. But at the same time, sir, this
House and country well know that the constitu-
go&ml opposition have no confidence-~never have
ade . .
- Hon. Atty. General—And never will have:
Hon. Mr Howe —And I take it for granted ne-
ver will have, in those who now administer the
public affairs of this country. (Laughter.) To
declare this want of confidence, is, _perhaps, our
first duty, and since an amendment has beén pro-
posed, and we are called to its discussion, I feel
that to give a silent vote would scarcely comport
with the position I occupy in this country. '
The hou. and learned Attorney General seems
to congratulate himself that the people of this
province are with the Government. I differ widely
with him upon this point. Time will tell. Thas
acministration may have in this house a majority
prepared to vote down this resolution ; I take for
granted he has, We kanow the gentlemen who
form the Government too well, not to be convinced
that nv sense of wéakness—no deference to public
sentiment, will induce them to abondon office till
driven out, down to the very last moment. We
all saw the death-like tenacity with which the hon
and learned Attorney General clung to it in form-
er times. He will follow his own example. = But
yet, Sir, as representatives of the people, having
the well being of this country entrusted to our
charge, it becomes our primary apd paramount
duty to re-state and reiterate as often as possihle
the arguments upon which we hold the present
government unworthy ot'support. The Attorney
General asks what we are goinig to do with the
Catholics? Let me tell him ;—we desire to show
to that body, in' this country, that they arve not
the-omnipotent dictators they assume themselves
to be. Weintend to teach them that there is with=
in the confines of Nova, Scotia sufficient Protes-
tant feeling to curb that overweening spivit which
has for sonie years pagt been manifested with an

|

utter disregard to the intevests and feelings of the
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greal mass of the population. - Sir, the old Coun-
cil of twelve was less intolerable than the combi-
nation of Catholic Priests, and it iy the avowed
purpose of this opposition to overturn that body.
That body had grown up ag one of the institutiong
of the country,—its members were nearly all pro~
testants, most of them were wealthy with large
connections and farilies throughout the land,—
but yet Novascotinns would not submit to be ruled
by that old Couneil, because it evidently occupied
a position above immediate and effectual popular
control--and & party sprung up which in the
end succeeded in putting it aside. If, Sir, we
would not submit to be governed by that body, in
whicla each member acted upon his own individ-
ual responsibility—independently—shall we sup-
port a condition of public affairs by which the
Protestants of the country are to be kept divided
—that eight or nine Catholics, dragooned by a
foreign ecclesiastic, shall at his beck and bidding
walk this way or that, across the floor of this
house, and make or unmake an administration .in
an heur. Is that responsible government? Six,
I for one, as a Novascoiian, have taken my stand
against the exercise of any such power by any
Birhops or body of Priests in my country, After
a twelve months mature reflection,—after having
calmly weighed and considered the course pursued
by myself and those hon. gentlemen who acted
with me at the last session of this Legislature, 1
come back to this house more geetled in my con-
viction of the propriety of the course we pursied,
and now fully impressed with the belief that . cur
public conduct meets the approbation of this
people. . ,
Sir, I do not desire in the few remarks which I
iatend to make at this stage of the debate, to say
one word which may seem like personal unkind-
ness or -unfairness. © For many of the Catholic
gentlemen in this house, perhaps for ail in the
private relations of life, I entertain high respect.
But T felt and knew too intimately the necessities
of their position, aud the arbitrary nature of the
power. brought. to bear on them to alienate, their
support from old political friends to be for a mo-
rent doubttnl as to the nature of the spiritual in-
fluences to which they yieided, and which have
convulsed this country to its very centre.

Whether the government were or were not justi-
fied in turning out a man here or there—digmis.
sing a Judge of probate or cashiering a Sheriff
are  questions which though bmportant in them-
selves, sink into atter insignificance beside the
one  great guestion which the members of this
Legislatare and the people of this country have
kept and will keep'ever present to their minds
until those spiritual influences which disturbed
the régular course of administration, and outrag-
et the Protestant feelings of Nova Scotia are con-
téolleds -~ - Co
" I'have felt, sir, aud still feel, that though we |
may discuss this question here, it properly be-
longs to & body of men, who elsewhere, .1 am
glad to perceive, are making théir voices to be
Heard, "and' their ‘power felt. The Protestant
Clergy of Nova Scotia will fight this battle. - It'ig
theirs ever m¢ve thati-ours. If Priests, holding
their commissions frofi Rome, interfere in the
pablid affairs of this province, herding their flocks
at elections, and dencuncing public men, Protes-
tant clergymen are bound; for their own safety
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and the gecurity of their flocks, to counteract and
peutralise an influence pregnant with evils, the
nature and extent of which we can even yet in
this country scarcely comprenend. When last
session these Ministers began to move, they were
scofled at and maligned. Who now can mistake
the character of the movement, or doubt that
there is a general uprising of the Protestant ele-
ment, that promises ample security for the fu-
ture. I do notexpect to effect any changein the
relation of parties during the present session ;
but I look hopefully forward to the time when
the voices of the Protestants in this country will
he heard, and when they will make their power
respected.

The hon. Attorney General talks of proserip-
tion. I ask him who I have ever proseribed—
whom weuld [ ever proseribe? But, sir, I will
not permit, so far as my influence goes, that a
strange Priest chould come here, and, by guid-
ing, controlling, and commanding seven or eight
Catholics, uullify and render powe less the whole
Protestant influence of this country. I believe
we shall see the day in Nova Scotin when the
Protestants will stand here in a position to pro-
seribe nonc—to do wrong to noue, but to main-
tain their own authority to uphold their own
rights.

Sir, I have been abgent from the Province dur-
ing the past summer. L have leoked at the pub-
lic proceedings as a man looks through a tele-
scope, and perhaps may not fully appreciate all
that has franspired j—but when the Attorney
Genera! tells this House that the Government are
not affected by Catholic influence, I bid him turn
%Lis attention to oue or two promiuent facts in re-
fatation of his assertion. Until the last summer,
sir, I did not helieve that the flag of our country
would be ever so profined and disgraced by any
get of men us it has been by the present adminis-
tration. 1 never thought to see a Government in
Nova Scotia which would pay to & Catholic Eccle-
siastic, the honours awarded only to the dignity
of Princes of the blood. I never imagined that
any Government would be hardy enough to pay
the same tribute of respect to the memory of &
nominee of & fo eign potentate, that should only
be accorded to Roynity. If it be true that the
British flag was lowered, and the public offices
¢closed, in honcur of a persvn who for six years
never pnid any respect to the Queen’s Represen-
tative—who when that flag was sore beset,
gave it no support—whose organ rejoiced in its
humilintions—whose house was shrouded in dark-
ness when it waved over Sebastopol, ten indeed
have we reached & depth of -humiliation sadly to
be deplored.

I desire to see all sects, all denominations, all
classes in my country, treated with the consider-
ation to which they arve fairly entitled. I desire
to sce representative institutions fairly worked by
and for the benefit ofall, but I do not desire to see
9 compuratively insignificant minor:ty.of the po-
pulation so banded and wielded, as to. peril the
interests and outrage the feelings ol the great
mﬁjori(y. . . Co, L ‘

. The Attorney. General tells us that_we won the
seats for Hun s and Colehester, which were ours
before. But mark the significant facts connected
with those clections. We siw as if by magic,
that the Catholic electors in those counties almost
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to a man, went against their old associates ; but
what then,—there were good sturdy Protestant
Conservatives encugh to neutralise their votes,
and give majorities to the Oppostion. I might
dwell on some details of those contests, but the
hour is late, dinner time approaches, and I do
not wish to detain the House with many addi-
tional remarks.

The first paragraph of the speech alludes to the
Union of the Provinces, and about six mounthsago
we were told that delegates had gone to England
to arrange that great question. I smiled when I
saw th announcement. Those who arranged the
union of the United States, did so deliberating in
the very heart of those States ; the question
caused solemn and protracted debate among the
able men assembled from all parts ot the Conti-
nent to consider every point proposed. I smiled,
I say, when [ heard that a delegation of cight or
nine gentlemen were going to England to arrange
there a Confederation of the Provinevs. I do not
undervalue the talents of the gentlemen employed,
and I by nomeaus envy them their position ; but
if they went 3000 miles away from the country
whose interests were to be dealt with, there to ar-
range a confederation, then T'consider that they
went on such a wild goose chase as gentlemen
rarely engagein. The subject could not be pro-
perly dealt with by any haif dozen delegates on
that side of the wuater. When, these Provinces
are.confederated, their great interests must not
be transferred to London, but must be discuszed
here in the heart of British America, where they
are understood, and where -suflficient skill exists
for their wise aljustment, If there were a dispo-
sition to entrap delegates into hasty aud unwise
éonclusions, there might be pelicy in drawing
gentlemen to London,—but if there were a desire
to disouss and settle fairly, that was not the place
for deliberation. For .the cousideration of the
quest'on, however, we will be better prepared,
when the papers are submitted, and the particu-
lars ave understoud,

Concerning the Intercolonial Railway, we are
told that with reference to that important pro-
jeet the delegation was chiefly required. "he late
Solr. General, however, has seitled that gnestion,
by satisfactorily proving, that the Home Govern-
ment had given a negative to the proposition, be-
fore the delegates left the Province. They have
come back, I presume, with about as much infor-
mation as they had before they went. Ido not
undervalue their individual ability ; I am not dis-
posed to prejudge their cunduct as delegutes ; I
am aware how delicate are the duties of persons
so placed, and I suppose they went on an errand
which they considered of useful character,—and
that théy discharged their duty to the best of
their ability,~but whether they were the best rep-
resentatives of the country, I do not now express
an opinion. They would find greater fools in
London than themselves,—they have had some
public training, and no doubt represented the
provinee without making any holes in their man-
ners. On all these points, I wait till the papers
come down, and we have the means of judging
fairly. ) ‘ L '

'As to the speech. Signor Blitz when he came
forward to briug a lot of live rabbits out of a box,
was in the habit of saying, ‘° here is one little
box, and nothing in it,”>~—s0 I suy, here is one
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small speech and nothing in it. I do not saythat
the document Las been drawn up ina spirit of
evasion, for I feel convinced that the gentlemen
opposite had nothing of consequence to putin that
State paper. I do not believe the gentlemen op-
posite have thie leisure or the eapacity to prepare
any very grond measures; at all-events they have
not amiounced them, As regards the subject of
Temperanse, which has been referred to:in de-
bate, I think when a man is in favor of a great
moral reform, he ought to continue so, dnd ought
to advocate its advance when in power, if he did
go in opposition. If I believed in the sentiments
which the Atty. General has uttered on this sub
jeet, if I held the opinions which I heve heard
him avow, over and over again,—no official posi
tion, no title, no salary, no temporary power
would induce me to abandon the Maire Liquor
Bill, till I had carried it out, and made it the law
of the lanl. 1f he had taken his position on the
old Temperance measure, if he had dedlared that
he would stand or fall by it,—if he staod thus be-
fore the men of' che country who werein favour
of that measure, he would - appear, morally and
politicaly, incomparably higher than he how can
ever expect to do, in the estimation' of those
who believed in the eflicacy or the practicability of
that reform. . . >
Respecting Rallway affuirs, I know that it is
very difficult to discuss them matisfactorily here,
until the papers are down ; I postpone considera.
tion of them, therefore, until the documents are
here. One word as to Mr. Forman: Ido not
appear as the advocate of Mr. Forman, I.am not
here to justify all his engineering acts and con-
duct, but this I muy say, that I believe if he had
made ten. blunders for every one with which he
is charged, if he -vere five times as incompetent
as he is ussumed to be, and belorgel to the right
church, and to the right party, he would be in
charge ot the. Railway works to-day. The mo-
ment I saw o docum.nt from the Protestant Alli-
ance, with the name of James Forman, sens. as
chairman, I knew that hisson was deomed § when
his soir’s nnme appeared among the committee.of
that society, I kuew the perils he was running,.
When, after all eforts made to. induce those
gentlemen to say sonething - that_would put Pro-
fessor King and other meinbers of the Alliance
in a false position, they would not, I 'then under-~
stoed the peculine position Mr. Forman oceupied ;
and we all understand it now, Those who never
forgive, who are determined to put dowe every
attempt to cur’ their power, doomed Mr, Forman,
and doomed he was, a8 far as .2 -man could be, by
being turued out of office, and not spoken very
handsomely of when he wasout. We are mot
called now to discuss the correspondence which has
appeared in the popers, we will have it hereby
and by, and then move anple.discussion .may be
appropriate, T believe, however, that if James
Foriman ‘were the pliant. submigsive tool whicli he
might have been if he were not of honest indepen-
dent spirit, he would. not have been tarned from
office, and I think that the great majority, of the
people Lefyre whom the  subject has been for
nmonths dissussed, entertain the same opinion
Lonceruing Bheriff McLean Ldo not.even know
on what.charge he was dismissed; . But:I uader-
stand that Lie has been turned out without hear-
ing or triul, which uscording: to the doctrines
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propounded by gentlemen opposite, he ought not to
‘have had, without an apportunity affordel to pro-
secute the person who aceused him, and who, ag
i8 alledged, had slandered him, and which action
I understand, he is about to commence, Ifhe
has done wrong, if he has had a fair trial, he
may liave been deprived of office properly ; but
if that be so, it is contrary to the opinions of a
large body of the people of his own country, men’
who entertain the highest regard for his character.

In reference to Mr. McCully’s dismigsal, T may
remark that he was dismissed on the very prin-
ciple which gentlemen ‘opposite 'declared to be
most unsound when they were in opposition.
What more did McCully do-than Barry Dickey
did, when I was a member of Government? Did
he not f llow me about, and oppose the policy of
the' administration at ‘every step, and do
all he -cowid: to overturn the government
of which he was an officer? He had the right to
do so. - We fought the battle ag gentlemen., But
what more did McCully do?- He went to the elec-
‘tion of the .county of Hants and made a speech
there, and his dismissal followed. After that I
presume a new rule will be adopted, and thit we
‘will have either to follow the American system of
turning all-from office when a change of govern- -
ment takes place, or that the legislature must
step in to limit the prerogative,—and the way in
which the government has ‘been conducted may
lead to the latter remedy. Mr McCully may
have done something. more than Mr Dickie, Mr
Hall, Judge Dodd, aud. others; who opposed the
government of which I was a member, but if so
I am not aware of the fact.

I feel, Mr -Speaker; us regards this opening
speech of the session, a little humiliated, that
such a thing should go abroad as emanating from
my-native country. - It may not be of much con-
seguence who surrounds-the Queen’s representa-
tive, but it Is of some importance that & nobleman
trained in the House of Commons, sent here
as the  head of the ~-Government of the
Province, shoald not be asked to put his
name to a document .that will carry to British
America strange evidence of the value of that
training, and of the utter incapacity of his ad-
visers, I ami bousd to hold the government
answersable for that speech, and. 1 only know of
one other docoment, on the records of the Pro-
vince, which will do so little credit to the intelli-
gence of the country. It is the only opening
speech, so far as I know, in which not a single
meastre is spnounced. I ask, where is the
Elective Council Bill? the Representation Bill?
thé Temperance Bill? the Municipal Conunties
Bill? Ali the great measures with which the At-
torney Geuoeral has distracted this country for the
last ten years? They should be hore, to be aired
for a while at leagt, but'it is not go.

" 1 could not bub smile when the Attorsey Gene-
ral compared himsélf, and the. learned leader of
the opposition to two, flowers, ” The comparison
may be appropriate, but when I lodk st their
wintered locks and venerable aspects they lock to
‘mé very like “the last roses of summer.” (Laugh-
fm!‘) . , L e L

.. - Hon. Frsanciab SecBErany.—Mr, Speaker—I
do pot intend to gnswer the remarksof gentlemen
at fhis.late hour, but 8& we. bave. been trested

with one of the usaal speeches of the member for
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Hants, in which he has referred to everything
but the subject under consideration, I am induced
to occupy a few moments ; I might let that
speech pass, but for one remiark, I allude to the
attempt to pull down the Royal prerogative, and
the assailing of the Lieut. Governor’s speech by
a side wind. Swift, I think, says that ¢ some
delicate people have dirty minds,”” and I may
add that some suspicious people have very bad
minds.  Tdid dot expect to hear any man holding
a respectable position in the country, venture to
affirm, after the explanations which have been
given in the Press, that the flig of England was
degraded on a certain occasion last simmer,
while he pretends at the same time, that
he has not & word to say against the Lieutenant
Governov, Every wan knows that if any flag was
lowered on a private building, that to the gentle-
man owning that bailding do the terms apply
which are used in rcference to the act spoken of.
I will never allow such aspersions to be made
against any one who represents the Queen, with-
out answering it here, ox wherever it is uttered
in this loyal conntry. Ove word as to allowing
Catholic pries's to dictate to the Province ; that
was, in effect, the ery raised against my own
church, Who fails to remember when to the
Bishop of the Church of England was applied
terms of contempt, and almost every Episcopal
clergyman was treated “similarly in the columns
of a newspaper which now happens to be on the
otherside 2 [ recollect when the name of Episco-
palian was almost enough to drive a man from
the doors of Governmeut House, when it almost
incapacitated any one frem holding an office under
government. The cry raised then and now is
gimilar. I felt much then, and I will stand by
any sect against which an attempt is .made to
array the popular prejudice, in consequence of
the exercise of religious freedom. 1 felt all that
when my own Church was assailed, when the
Windsor College was assailed: Some of the men
who supported Couservative views on the subject
then, were Roman Catholics ; Laurence Doyle
left the House again and again, because, as he
gaid, he would rot participate in such injustice.
1 recollect that the Catholic body s‘cod by me in
these difficulties, and I will stand by them in
theirs 3 they did not desert my cause, and Heaven
may desert me when I desert them. (Applause
in the larger gallery, which was promptly checked
by the Speaker and officers of the House.)

Mz. Tonix —I do not wish to ocoupy time at
this hour, but a few remarks now may tend to
lessen debate, and save time at a later period of
the session. When we recall the circumstances
of 1856, in reference to which the Roman Cathg-
Jies are hlamed for overturning the government,
—ithe public mind will not fail to recollect that
the member for Windsor was the immediate cause
of that overturn. We were a litile asténished at
the ditference which took placethen, between him
and his old friends, those who aided him for 20
years in carrying the important measures which
he attempted. The Catholics did so0 aid him, as
could be proved by the journals of the Assembly,

until within the last two or three years. ' The:

‘hon. gentleman speaks to-day of dragooning by a
-foreign ecclesinstio,; beosuse -eight or nine gentle-
men, when a difficulty took plaoe sbetween- him
and his friends, voted contrary to-his views. The
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gentleman alluded to was not a foreign ecclesiastic
he was entitled to the protection of her Majesty,
as was any other of her subjects.

Hon. Mr. Hows.—In using the word I did not
mesna that an Irishman was not a native subject,
—but I had reference to that gentleman’s com-
mission coming from Rome, from a foreign power.

My, TosiN.—During the Crimean war, and the
enlistment guestion, that gentleman was in Eu-
rope;—when the difficulties took place between
the member for Windsor aud his friends,—he was
in Europe. It was two or three months after the
Crampton meeting, that his Grace, the late Arch-
bishop, arrived in Ha'ifax; he was afHlicted with
gickness, and sc continued until he departed this
life. I remember the difficulties that the liberal
party had in 1856 ; measures were stated-in the
Speech of that session, and the document was
assailed by the member for Windsor openly,in
every part of the City he denounced it..

Hon. Mr. Howe.—You are quite wrong there.

Mr. Topin.—) am not,—you will have oppor- -
tunity to reyly, and [ wish not to be intersupted.
The Educational measure was a topic of the
sp ech ; did nmot the hon. gentleman assail that?
[ believe he was the means of it not being carried
We know the love that existed b-tween members
of the present Opposition at that time. When
the agitation of 1856 brought about the overthrow
of the govercment in 1857, it was supposed that
the member for Inverness and his Catholic friends
could not get clear of one another, and the effort
to drive them together, and to jobtain support
from the other side, caused the overturn of the
government. That was the pesition. The mem-
ber for Inverness stated that his embarrassment,
his weakness, was caused by his connection with
the Catholics. o

Hon. Mr. Youxa. Isaid, by the pressure.

Mr. TosiN. Yes, the pressure ! What did the
hon. gentleman suy in 18567 ?—that there was no
such pressure. (Mr. Young. No.) '

Mr. Tosin—Look to your speech made
at that time. Looking back to the history
of those transactioms, we may see that
all the difficulties that arose grew out of
the agitation alluded to. If pressure complained .
of, existed, how could all the useful measures of
which we hear have been carried? Would not
the Conservatives have prevailed, if the other
party were embarrassed by pressure? It was
from the disaffection of the Catholic body that the
one side became weak, and the other strong. If
the gentlemen with whom the Cathelicy are now
politically asscciated feel any undue pressare
brought to bear on them by the Catholies, if any
dismissals from office have occurred on acedunt
of connection with the Protestant Alliance, Tinvite
them, as men of hodor, to proclaim it to the
country, and [ will be prepared to take the con-
gequences. Let them say at any time that undue
pressare interferes with the cunducting of govern-
ment, and then we will invite gentlemen d¢f both
sides to combine for the public service. I now
say that if Mr. Forman were not connected With
the Protestant Alisice be would have been’ dis-
missed before he was. 'If influence were used on
that question, it' was to g on—and if- pos-
gible to'finish theread at the time desivédi Uy
no means to digmiss Mr. Forma-, for it waskiown
that his ,dismissal would be - :scciated with his
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connection with the Protestant Allisnce., I have
no objection to gentlemen making any conm Sina.
tions they pleage. The country is free, and I do
not see what any religious body has to lose or
gain-by the question of who leads the government
here. The institutions are free, and every man
is_eligible according to his ability, for public
office. The speech made by the member for
Windsor was a good electioneering address, but
a9 regards the policy of the eountry it has no
practical application. He avers that he has'no
personal ill-feeling on thosé topics. T beli-ve he
has not v I observed on many occasions, although
we differ here, that that is cast aside, and if he
be away from petty local influsnces, he meets his
fellow-countrymen with a warm- heart, and is
glad to see any oue belonging to the Province: I
do not consider the agitation going on a religious
agitation, and I regret to sce gentlemen of great
ability, men whose superiors yoa rarely find i
other public assemblies, disputing and divided
about comparativety trifling matters. The truth
is, the-field is too smll for. their ambition and
ability, I would be glad to see a union of the
Provinces, that a wider field misht be provided
for the talents of Nova Scotia ; that public men
may have something to aspire to, and not find
their minds prostrated by small political consider-
ations. The question which now really occupies
atlention, is that of the few offices which arc held
by raembers of government. .
patronage take place, and the political question
would be settled, and the religious question also.

Saruvepiy, February 5.

-Hon. P’'roviNCIAL SECRETARY.— Mr. Speaker,
I intend to follow the precept which Iam glad
has been given in this debate, toavoid any expres-
sion which would be calculated to arouse angry
feelings. If, in the excitement of the momeat,. ]
should deviate from that course, I hope that the
house will extend tiie same consideration. to me,
which it usually accords, Ce

The Attorney General, /sir, seemed.to think
that the leader of the opposition was premature
in inviting discussion at this stage of the public
business, and proposing & vote of want, of ‘confi-
dence, before the papers were on the table, touch-
ing the.charges brought againit the government.. I.
rather differ from the leader of the government in
that opinien, and think that the leader of the oppo-
sition excreised a wise discretion ; because, if he|
hud waited. for the public documents explanatory
of the. acts complained of, he would not-be in a
position to make such a motion atall. If he had not

- anticipated such explanations, .and the means. of
- judging fairly, the refutations would have. been

found so complete, that the house would scarcely
I'sten to discussion on the subjecs. I, think -that
thai geutleman availed himsolt of almost the culy:
opportunity which the session will allow -of nsak-
ing such an,appeal—Ido notsay to the judgment.
o! the -house, : for: gentlemen jopposite: intimate
that -they do not expect the.adeption of the: vote
to result from the argumerts they advanes: |
weakness, avewring that we: have no.: policy j—
and ' infurs that, from the fact1that po.great mea-~
suves:rare. proposed in the epening;speech.of the
sessiont. - It ought to be &g, his-remembranes: thay
when he came dows at a former.period, sustaided,

Let a change of|

tutional opposition. f
- present government, cight elections have taken
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'as he claimed, by a majority of 16 or 17 members,

he- did not invite the house to the consideration
of any grert measure, except one on Educuation.
Several - weeks of the session elapsed before that
was laid on the table ; it only remained there for
a short time; it was withdrawn by the honorable
gentleman, ‘and sinece then the ambition of his
own party secms to have been, to disavow any
patiicipation in that measure. It is twrue he
promised a number of smull measares, which
were never subinitted, sustained though he was
by an eflicient working majority. 'The change of
government which ensued in 1857, gave a work-
ing wmajority to the party now in power,—but in-
stead of this Assewbly coming to the considera-
tion of grestions with the large statesmanlike
views which prevail elsewhere, the goveinment
was met in a spi:it of hostility and faction, almost
unpara‘leled.  What is the position of the present
government in great Britain 2 The government
there, not only has to discharge impoitant da-
ties concerning the home}dominions and tkeir de-
pendencics, but it carries on immense wars, and
largely influences alinost every part of the civil-
ized world. That government is known to be in
‘an_actual minerisy in the touse of Commons,
aud by a hostile vote could be at any moment
defeated. But they are not met by & spirit of
faction, and the public business is duly atiended
to. It is not there as unfortunately it is here,
that seats on tbe Treasury benches are of such
conscquence to public men, as to induce parties
too often to for.et whatis due to the country,
in eonsidering their own imiediate interests,
~Two elections, which rcturned members to
the opposition benches, have taken placo re-
cently, and it is inferred from that, that the gov-
ernment is weak. [ admi: that if any infliece
which I conld have exericd would have prevented
the return of the gentlewen who now fill those
places creditably, that influence wonld huve been
used.  In the two tounties alluded to, the oppo-
sition had strong claims; und if the goverument
could carry those, the misfortunc might be ex-
pected to resalr, of the disappearance of a consti-
Since the formation of the

place. and six out of eight Lave been carried by
the government. The returns spoken of affect no
change of pariies in the house; where then does
the hon. gentleman find the weakness which he

‘agserts, except it be expected that the povern-

ment .shall ‘not only maintain its ground, but

‘wrest every seat that is contested, from their op-

ponents ? ‘
The opposition are able to go into the countie

of Hants and Colchester, and say that the policy

urged -and forced on'the cowntry hy them bad

‘drawa from- all the  people £60,000 per annum,

to be expended for the ben.fit of those counties.
I ask can the eppo-ition who carricd that policy,

‘which T believe to be’a gross injustice to the

whole population’ of the Province,—~which embar-
rasses our resources and deprivés remote ‘con-
stitdencies of their fair share of the public money,
ean they, under these circumstances, plume them-

. . iselves so highly on r3taisiag those iwo seats ?
The honorable member has)ieharged us with-|

We ‘are - tauated - with not submitting great
questions to the considération of the Legisla.
ture.: -I-dsk, sir, whether-the spirit- of faction in
whitht evety thing proposed by the Government

-has been met, does a6t warrant the Government
"in coming hete and asking this house to tratisact
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the necessary business of the country, and with
due despatch terminate the session, and let the
people decide at the polls upon she policy that
they wish persued and the parties by whom they
wish the country should be govemed?

Did not the opposition here 1ast session show
thet they were deterinined 'ooppose their own
previously recorded views, as in the case of the
Mines and Minerals question—the Elective Coun-
¢il Bill and everything else?

Havenot the organs of the opposition strenuous
ly opposed the equalization of the representation
based on population, although it originated with
themselves, hag Leen advocated by their leading
men, and proposed here by the ed.tor of the
Morning Chronicle 2

W hy, sir, the lpading members of the opposi-
tion even refused to serve on an imporiant com-
mittce ot this house last winter, when large
claims were prelerred for public money. Is this
an Assemhly, with an opposition so faciious,
to which importaut qu stions shou’d be submit-
{ed, aud the session wasted in useless discussion ?

Reference lins been made to a veoancy in the
Legislative Council, and it seems lbat the go-
vernment are so amply sustained by persoas of
character and ability, that it is difficalt to decide
among many claimants, so as to satisy all.
Some think it may be the intention of the go-
vernment to elevate to the other Branch one of
the members now here. Where then would be
the excuse for convulsing the county referred to,
wirhout any immediate necessity, before a gene-
ral eleetion, so close at hand? I would suppose
that if any act of the government were calcalated
to please gentlemen opposite, it would be thit
. such seats were left unoccupied, so that the op-
position might, should they attain power by any

chance, have an opportunity of supplying the |

yvacancies.

A certain minute of council has been called
unparalleled, and 1am sorry that the unpleasant
duty was ever devolved on the Government to
pen that document ; but I will be prepaced to
justify it when nceessary, although I refer to it
with feelings of any thing but satisfaction.

The l.ader of the opposition, less cautious
than the member for Windsor, has rather com-
mitted himself as the advocate of the la'e Chief
Lngineer. He referred to statements made by
the press against Mr. Formun, and invited mem-
bers of government to rise and explain, expres-
sing a hope that they would be able to say that
they bad no connection with the artiles alluded
to.  One of the wost unpleasant duties ever
forced on the government wasg the removal of that
engineer. It was well known that the govern-
ment as a whole, when it came into ollice, bad-
had no share in initiating those public works—
that they had mostly been epposed to their com-
mencement. When called to disghiarge the dusics
of government, what were they to do? Were
they to impenl a great work, or carry it on.as
best they could 2 We had only one course to
pursue,
success of the Railroad than those who conduct
the public affaire of the country?. Does not the
hon. gentleman know that no weight prosses se.
likc s mill-stooe on a government- a8 embarrase-
ment in finaucial matters—and that if they can-
not grapple successfully with that, they must be
prepared to go to the wall? Im.that, spirit we

when he retired from it.

Wheo are more deeply.interested in the.
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took up the Railway policy, (ndeavouring, under
many difficulties, to carry it forward.

1t ‘'was heralded through the cuuntry that this
great work, with everything else, would be placed
‘n the hands of its enemies, and destroyed. How
were these predictions realized ¥

A gentleman drawn from the ranks of the late
government, and. posessing tho h-ghest wharac-
ter of any man in it for busine-s talent, was
placed at the head of the Board, and two gentle-
men whe stocd high as men ot business, and who
had acquired ex periencethere from the commence-
ment of the work, were reappointed to assist in car-
rying out the Railway policy of the late govern-
ment, and rendering it &8 successful as was possi-
ble. I do no injustice to the member for nver-
ness, by saying, that Mr. McNab did enjoy the
position in the minds of both parties, of being
second to no ome at citber side, as a judicious
busipess man. The chief engineer wasal-o re-
tained, although it was felt that great iujury had
been done to the Province in sclecting Mr: For-
men, and intrusting the cxpenditure of a million
of monoey lo the hands of a man who, whatever
his patural talents were, had only lHmited expe-
rience in attaining the «kill and kuow!cdge requi-
site for such an office.  Onc of tue chief charves
made against the government is that £1500 o
year is paid to the presant crgineer. "% hat does
Mr. Forman say ? That he came to thu Pro-
vince with the cxpectation that he was to obtain
from £1,500 to £2000 a year sterling ; nnd thag
he would have scorned to nccept £937 10, if he had
known that that was all he was to reccive. With.
that testimouy, it is obvious that the difference
between £500 and £1,500 is not worthy to be
named. It isindispensable that a properly qua-
lified engincer should be had, of course at the
lowest rate such skill can be obtained.

I am not going to say whether X do or do not
occasionally employ a leisure hour in correcting
wrong impressions placed by the press belore the.
people. If I did, 1 might I presume quote illus-
trious examples from the other side.  But, in jus-
tice to the British Colonist I may say, that 1 have
read carefu!ly the statements which have appeared
in that paper concerning Mr. Formen, and, from
my own knowledge, I believe the public documents
will sustain every word of them.

If there is a qacstion on ‘which the opposition
should avoid embarrassing the government,
it is that of the Railway policy. ~ The effort
should be to make the best of that on which,
in the situation of the country, so much of oar
weal or woe depends. I regret that the oppo-
sition have not met this question in the spirit
which. the late chairman of the Board manifested,
It has been said, that
there ‘are three discordant authorities in the
Railway office. There may be differences of
ppinion, ' but nothing to_ interfere ~with the f

public business, so far as I know, between the

Board, the engineer, or the superintendent. The.
opposition, however, have always pretended to be
betteer inforred on Railway affairs - than any one
else. 'The member for. Windéor says, that if
Mr. Forman had been 'the pliant tool of the go-
vernment, he would not have bren dismissed; T
fear that if the term is ‘to be spplicable t0 Mr. -
Forman, it:must refer to his-conneetion with the
opposition. - The leader of the opposition iati--
mates that ks is-afraid to travel on therajlroad. He
trigs here to demage that work by iufusing dread
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concerning it. I may remark, that in this coun-
try. where the ehanges of temperaturs, prasent
such difficulties to Railway operations, I look
on it as almost miraculous that tens of . thom-
sands have travelled on the ruad - without loss of
life to any passenger. 'The hon, gentleman may
not be very courageous, but with such evidence
of safety, I would have snpposed that even he
would ventare. At one of the sho:t curves of
the road, the principal travelling engineer lost
his life, during the managemecnt of the iate go-
vernment ; yet no man in this house brought such
cosualty torward, .as a means of infasing dread
into the public miud, and preventing the use of
the road. .

The hon. gentleman referred to the finances of
the country, in the same vagu - way. It is just
as well that he auvtizipated in that also, the pro-
duction of papers.  Will he be sustained as wor-
thy the confidence of the people on that subject ?

The hon. Financial Secretary, at the last ses-
slon of the Legi-latare, broight in his budget,
shewing that when the other public scrvices were
provid- d for, nething was left {or the road servi-
ce. The organ of the opposition boasted that
Mr. Howe, Mr. Young, and Mr. Arcbibald, prov-
ed to the Assembly that they might safely vore
£20,000 for that serv.ce, without making any spe-
cial provizion for jt. The public documents when
produced, will <how that these great finunciers
were as much astray in their calculations on this
matter as they ave in everyihing else, and thas
we necd not go to thasside of the house for in-
furmation on yuestions of finance.

The hon. member for Inverness intimated that
the removal of Mr. McCully was the first case in
which a Judge of Probate was dismissed on poli-
tical grounds. I may refresh his memory a little.
He will find that, because a Judge of Provate
simply gave his vore for my friend from Shelburne,
he was dismissed, although thers may have
heen some other trunpery charge, 10 use his own
expression. It was admitted that political causes
compelled an act of injustice to that Judge. But
is it not patent to the world, that so far from the
present government dealing with that officer on
politreal grounds, the member for Colchester
went down and opposed & member of government
without dismissal resulting,  The Judge of Pro
bate for Halifax was not dismissed for poii:ical
reasons, nor for going to an eleetion, and so far
forgetting his position both as & Jadge and the
statien he oceupics at the other end of the build-
iug, as to sppear on the hustings to oppose the
government in a county where he did hot belong,
but it was fuor cooveying the impres.ion, when
called upon as s man and'a lawyer to vindicate
the Judyes of the land from aspersions concerning
the reprieve of 4 criminsl, that Kénnedy had not
been execated becaase he was a Catholie,

Mr. McCully well knew that the comnrautation
of sentence was ¢ffecied by the Judges, and he
thus - assailed the very fountaing of Justice, and
attempted to degrade theé Bench of our eguauy
in the estimation’ of the people.

When the minute of council undér which that
gentleman was disinissed, and which he has not
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had not the Morning Chronicle, with its usual dis
regard of facts, sent to-day a statement to
the country on that matter, which. if they know
anyvthing about it, they krow is entirely at vari-
ence with the truth,

They anticipated the fac's in order that their
misrepresentations may meke an impression on
the country, before-they could bs controverted,
and in the hope that the imposition thus practised
m4y operate in quarters where the refutaticns
will never be seen.

Unable to bring anything discreditable against
the gov.rnment, the opposition are cbliged to
rely euntively upon misrepresentations, and give
as truth 1o the country that which is only the
creatton of their own imaginations.

Had Mr. McLean been sapersedel without
any charge and without a hearing, the opposition
would have had no ground of complaint, as it
would have been in accordance with their own
example.

In defiance of the Conservative party in this
Liouse, they passed a law taking the appointment
uf the Shertts from the Judges, to whom it pre-
perly Lelonged, as the Sherift is especially their
officer, .

The law requives that the Chief Justice and a
Judge named by him shall agree with a com-
mittee of two members of the council upon three
persons, of whom the Governor shall appoint one.

When My, Howe was defeated in Cumberland
he declared publicly belore he left the hustings
that Sheriff Chandler should be turned out of his
office, and he kept his word, No charge was
brought against that officer-—-no hearing was
given him; bat contrary to the wishes of the
two judges who had his name placed at the head
of the list, he was supergeded by the government,
and Mr. McLean appointed in bis stead.

When the appointment of Sheriffs took place,
after the present.government came into power,
the committee of council, true to the docirine
that has ever been hold oua this side of the house,
yielded to the committee of Judges, who were
unwilling to remove Mr. McLean, as he had
given saiisfuction in Lis ofiice, and he was re
appointed,

W hen in England I received a memorial from
nearly two hundred of my constituents, requiring
the Jisplacement of My, McLean.,  That memo-
rial was never even acknowledged by me, nor did
I write a live on the sabject to the Government,
as I woa!d have sacrificed a dozen seats rather
than yield to anything jn the nature of a threas.

I retnrned bere expecting to find that Mr. Me-
Lean had:been re-appointed. Such was not the
case. The government and tho Chief Justice
had been. memorialized to supersede Mr. McLean
on the ground that at.the ipstance of a friend he
bad threarened to. arrest.a Mr. Hunter on an
exccution, unless he gave up to his friend a horse
which had been exchanged, and that Hunter re-
fusing, he had arrested him, and that the execu-
tian was Dot issued mptil some hours after the
arrest.

It wag stated that the prisoner came to deliver
himself up the following morning, haviag been

scen fiz 1o publish, is 1aid on the table, sthis will| allowed that time upon parole, that he went to
appear. © o o M d, se, wha held the judgment against
The non appointment o L s Sheiiff | him Mr, Morsé said tié had given no instruc-
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tain if any excention had been issued, and at
what time, and that the Prothonotary told him
the execntion was issued near dark, the night be-
fore, being the twenty-seventh day of August,

Mr., McLean was called apon by ¢he govern-
rient to explain this matter, when, instead of ad-
iitiing that be had committed an indiserefion,
Le made an affidavit that he had the execution
s'ened, hy the Prothonotary. in his hands at 5
¢‘zlock in the afternoon, and he obtained and
forwarded the affidavits of his friend at whosc
instance the arrest was made, and of the son of
Li= Jallor, being the clerk of the lalter.

The covernment were satisfied, upon a delibe-
rate review of the whole case, that the complaint
arainst My, McLean was true, and that it had
Teen meb by falsehood. On the one side there
was the disinterested statement of the Prothono-
tary of the court, (who has the misfortune, it is
true, to be my father-in-law,) made to the pri
saper on the morning after he had signed the
cxeentinn, and befure he koew why the inquiry
was made ; and on the ether, the testimony of a
12an who conceived his office depended upon the
result,—of an Attorney, whose position was in
¢anger. and higeclerk, a hoy under the influence
¢ the Sherift’s Jailor and his master, and these
siatements made months after the trapsaction
took place.

When the commmittee of council met the Judges.
they stated frankly their coavictions, and the
Chief Justice thought it right that Mr. Morse, the
Prothenotary, should be called upon fo verify his
statement by affidavit.

7 his was done ; and the committee of couneil,
consisting of the Hon. Attorney General and
myself, agreed before meeting the Judges that if
they 4id not consider the charge against Mr. Me-
Tean sufficiently sustained, and insisted upon his
reappointment, we would yield our own views
to their wishes, and place his name at the head of
tie list. as it earried out the principles we had
ever advocated,

After the Chief Juetice read the affidavit o
thie Prothonotary, in which he testified that the
cxeention was issued about dark, apnd that he

could not be mistaken, as he had been obliged to}

Tight a candle immediately after, in order (ac-
crrding to his invariable practice) to enter it in
Lis book, be, the Chief Justice, declared that with
the testimony of a disinterested witness before bim
whom He belicved, and who swore positively

ad circumstaocially, shewing why ke could
1ot be wmistaken, he ceuld never consent to
recosmend Mr., McLean, and that he would not
sion @ list with that ndwe npon it. Iwouldnow
ask the honble: leader of the opposition if he
czlls these trumpery chiarges? I would ask the
kon. member for Windsor if he considers this dis-
Toiseing o man without & hearing ; and I would
usk the Editor of the Morning Chrenicle if he calis
that coercing the Judges, or if he can look without
shame upon the untrue statement with which he

has forestalled the testimony upoun this subjent,|

Ly sending misrepresentations so gross
esuniry. ‘

I now come to the taunt of the honble, leader
¢f the opposition on the yuestion of the Prohibi
tory Lignor Bill.. e

Sir, if there is one sabject upon which it espe-
ciully behoveés the hon. member for Inverness to
be silent, it is that,—~if there is one subject which
tte leading members of the ¢pposition, ‘apd the

to the
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press supporting them, shonld blush to mention,
it is that,

In the infancy of the temperance reform the
hon. Attorney General became connected with
the temperance organization in this provinee.—
Step by step he advanced with the men who
were engaged with that great moral réform—
shoulder to shoulder he fonght the great battle
with them, until saccess in this assembly crown-
ed his exertions, and a prohibitory liguor bil}
paseed thighouse. In the Upper Branch it was
defeated by the exertions of lvading members of
the present opposition. '

The question was again submitted to the coun-
try, and a majority of this house again affirmed
the prineiple of the bill. Mr. Jobnston on that
oceasion chtained the support of every member
of his party, with the single excoption of the
late Solicitor Geperal. It was carried by them
with the assistance of a few members supporting
Mr. Young’s government. A

How did that hon gentleman demean himself ?
Having strongly opposed the measare, he yet de-
clared that he woald give it fair play, but so
goon as he found a majority in favor of it, he in-
duced the members of his party, who had solemn-
ly pledged themsclves to their constituents to
support the Maine Law Bill, first to absent therm-
selves from this house, and when that did net
destroy the measure—to cross the floor and vote
down the resolution which but yesterday they
had affirnied !

Aud yot. sir, in the face of all this—the elec-
tions in the country baving shown that tempe-
rance men valued party more than temperance
principles—with the degradation’ of broken
pledges stamped upon this bouse, and the moral
aspect of the question destroyed—with (he fact
patent to the world that this law from the same
want of siucerity in its professed friends bad fail-
ed in New Brunawick, and that they bhad been
obliged to repeal it, the hon, Attoruey General is
taunted with having heen false to temperauce
pringiples, because he would nof consent to sus.
tain the bLill. after his confidence was destroyed
that it wonld be cffictive or ascful.

This house well knows that with but one ex-
ception all the leading men in the opposition
have ever treated thid measare with dead!y"hos-
tility aud ridicule,  This bouse well knows tha
the ofgan of the opporition and its editor have
ever declared theiv objections to the prohibitory
bill, while- Mr, Johnston and his friends through
good and evil report bave ever sustained the
cauase of temperance, and down to the present
hour exerted themselves to promole it. )

Wheu first returned to this house, Icame pledg-
ed to advotate a Muide law. I redeemed: that
pledge—but after what. I bad scen in my own
county—the most violent advocates of tempc-
rance sustaining Mr. Howe. who had ridiculed
temperatce—after what I had seeri here on' the
part of men who came pledged to vote for such
a bil—after what I Lagd seen in New Brunswiek,
where it was tricd, I came 1o the conclusion that

| it was useless to atlempt to pass ruch a law—

that instead of doing any good if passed, it would
infliét deep idjury by rémaining a dead letter on
the statute book, and that it Wwas far befter for
.the fricuds of femperance to 1nrn their atfention
to sugh ‘practival measures o5 it might fairly ke
1 soime subsfantial

presiimed” would “atcomplis
goed. T L
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These views were frankly stated by me when I
was re-zlected, and were with’ equal frankness
communicated hy both the hon. Attorney Gene-
ral and myself 1o two of the leading temperance
men in this city who concurred with us in the
propriety of accomplishing all we could for the
suppression of intemperance.

Sir, T hesicate not to say that more was
effected in this housz during the last session
fur the promotion of temperance than at any
time duting the past ten years. .

The uselvss license law which encumbered the
revised statutes was repealed, and an effective,
siringent, and useful measure passed.

It is true that one of it’s most important clauses,
was violently opposed by the hon. member for
Wirdsor, and subsequently defeared in the other
end of the building.

The whole question of licenses was placed
more under the coatrol of the Sessions in each
county than before, and twenty per cenb. was
added to the liccuses to the distilleries “and to
the dutics upon spirituous lignors of all kinds.

Yet, sir, notwithstanding all this has been ae-
complished since the present government came
into power-~the opposition who have to a large
extent steadily opposed everything ealeculated to
promote temperance, venture 0 assail those
whose exertions have been constant and unfail-
{vg in its support, '

L repeat, sir, that temperance is the last ques-
tion that the opposition in this house should ever
venture to name, and the organ of that body has
been distinguished by its nnwavering hostility to
the prohibilory liquor law. C C

I .must now congratulate the hon. leader of the
opposition, ‘apon having after a good deal of
hesitation, cote up to the mark and taken his
ground in favor of the proscriptive principles
held by the opposition. It is just possible that
the hints which have been from time to time
tarown out by the opposition party, that his ser-
vices conld be dispensed with, may have bad
some effect in induciog him to pass the rubicon,
and declare that the ohject of his life will be to
curb the Catholic influence, upon which he hag
throughout his public career restd for suppcrt,

He has told us that his government was des-
troyed by the « eternal undue irvitating pressure
of the Cathoiics, who grossly abused their power.”

Now, sir, this is new to this housé, as the whole
tenor of thé ‘speeches ghbrougbout ‘the constitu-
~tional debate of 1857, Went to shew ghat it ¢ wag

the sudden and ficrce quarrel between the Catho-

lics and the member for Windsor, that had pro-
duced all the inischief. The hon. gentleman’s
opinion thatit would have beeu & frightful job,”
to have pla ed the President of the Legislative
Uouncil on an équal footing as respects pay with,
the $peaker of this house, isalso new as a refer.
ence to the debaie of 1857, will shew that he then
declared his  opinion in_favor of ‘that which he
Dow calls & “ job,” and it is not.improbable that
it any such request was ever made by the Presi.
dent, it wes at the
lor Inverness: . " o :
In fact, the Protestantism of the hon. member
for Inverness, as well ag 'that of ‘other leading
members’ of the oppositidn, was made to' depend
entirely upon whal the' Cashiolics should do. "
They were’

“ unmake the ministry,” all would be ti

deed, Mr. Young said, that'if enough

glit; in-
of them
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would vote to keep him in power, they shoull
have fair coosideration, but that if they all lefy
Lim, he intimated pretty plainly it would be war
to the knife. )

Now, sir, I hold my Protestant opinions as
tenaciouely as any man in this coun’ry—I am as
upwilling as any man can be, thai any uadua
power should be exerted by Catholics or any
body else. I am the representative of oneof tha
most Protestant counties in Nova Scotia, and yes
[ am gnite willing to go to the country on thig
iszue, and let an intelligent people decide wli-
ther we shall, in this country, maintain the liond

platform of civil and religious liberty, without
respect Lo seet or creed, or whether the stronger
shall combine to oppress aud proseribe  the
weaker. :

1t may be the Catholies to day who are to Lo
the viclims, but onee uproos the foundation lpon
which we all alike depend tor protection, and to-
morrow it may be the Churchmen, the Prestiybes

rigns, the Methodists, or the Baptists, who will
have the misfortune to “ unmake a ministry” and
suffer proseription, ‘

Mr. Young and the hon. member for Windsor
says that 8 or 9 men must not have the power to
“unmake a ministry.’’ ‘

Sir, I ask them,how, if we are to have an
effective counstitutional opposition in this house,
they are to prevent any 8 or 9 men, be they. of
what creed they may, from going over and de-
feating & ministry who forfeits their confidence ?

Is it not fresh in the recollectioa of the homn.
member for Windsor, that the body to which I
belong, altl ongh they recognize no « foreign
posentate,” nor have even an ecclesiestical head
at all, unwade bhim when he attempted to com-
bine the country against them in 1843, as e at.
tempted with a like result the proseription of tha
Catholics in 18577 : e T e

Conld not the Wesleyan Methodists in- {his
house, now supporting the governmsnt, ¢ross ths -
floor to-morrow, if we forfeited their conftdence,
and leave us'in a minority 3 - S

Does any man suppose, sir, that they wonld
hegitate to combine and turn us out, if the Chair- .
man of our Railway Board, through the press of
the Queen’s Printer, or any other high officer
under our government, was daily dngaged in-
arousing the worst passions of the people, and
endeavoring to cotubine all denominations agaings
them ? : o

8ir, no body of Christians in this houss can ha
successfally proscribed; and those who attempt to
excite a war of .creeds and emblazon the hated

instance of the hon. member |

told plainly that’3f they would net

name of Proscription upon their hanners. will
miserably fail. If, sir, the Protestantisin of the
leaders of the oppositior was not of ephemeral -
growth, commencing with their ejectment from
place and power, they would know something
more than they appear to of the genius of Pro-
testantistn, the frst principie of which is tolera-
tion in'its most enlarged sense, : o
The newly fouud Protestantiem of the Fon.
Mr.Young and- Mr, Howe savors more of the
Protestantism of Sweeden than: of Britain. It is
‘but the other day that the Protestant Allidnce

| of Bagland 'held the following laigrage ' to tha

King'of Bweden on’the expatriation of bis' sab-

|Jects; because . they held” Roman ‘Catholic. opi-

niobg i

| & Otte chief 'seoret. of oirr mioral power lies fa
thoreughly ‘carrying out our own principles; ong
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of the most prominent of which is the right and
liberty of private judgment. It is incumbent on
Protestants to concede even to their strongest op
ponents the same freedom of conscience which
they demang for themselves.”

On this great principle of {oleration, the fol
lowing remarks were made by the celebrated
Rajah Brooke at a miesionary mecting whilst I
was in Eogland :—

«1 hold toleration to be the root of Christiani-
ty,—and without it, if you go tampering with
peoples’ religion and with peoples’ feelings. and
to promote that which you are convinced of
yourself, if you injure your neighbours’ feelings
you had better be without Christinnity- at all;
for it is the most sacred daty of Christian man,
by reason and by charity alone, to work upon
the feelings of his brother-man, bowever great
they may esteem the ervors in which that man may
have fallen inadvertently.”

The Earl of Carlisle, whose Protestantism is
quite as much above suspicion as that of the
opposition here, delivered these sentiments re-
cenily at a meeting of the Dritish and Foregn
Bible Society :—

«T feel sure that you will all be disposed to
agree with me that even in 1pdia—even among
those to whom we have becn obliged to apply all
the rough and harsh methods of punishmeut and
conguest, even there we should not seck to intro-
duce the priceless benefits of Christianity itself,
merely by State influence and by actual com
pulsion. The word of God is too precious. a
thing to be made, under any circumstances, the
sukject of a bribe or threat.””

* * * * & * * *

« But the spread of Christianily is not proper-
1y the work of any ‘government as such ; Chbris-
tiapily marshals her own votaries and marches
under ber own bannpers, and jast as unbidden by

any government you meet in this noble hall,’

just as unbidden and uopaid by any government,
the Bible Seciety sends forth its Agents and col-
portcars, and your Churches and denominations
send forth their missionaries and teachers, so.
asking nothing from any government, bat a fair
Geld snd no favor, will the work, the God like
work, I had almost said, of evangelizing and
Christianizing the heathen go on, relying on iis
own resources, and sufficient for its own vie-
tories.”
* * 2 ® . * * * *

« Por depend upon it, one of the faults which
was most prevalent among us, and not less in
Tngland than elsewhere, was a want of real
hearty toleration, and the ‘Bible Society gave
them an opportunity of getting rid of that very
pernicious feelirg.” :

We have been tannted, sir, with 2 want of
loyalty and true British feeling, because we re-
fuse to
impulses of men who, deprived of office, are wil-
ling to deseerate the name of religion by making
it an eleclioneering cry. .

Let me ask these people to inform themselves,
pot only of the opinions of the leading Protes-
tants of Britain, whom I have quoted, but to
expand their views and adopt the noble senti.
ments of our beloved Queen, as expounded on
{his cubject in her gracious Majesty’s recent pro-

lend ourselves to the sudden and selfish| .
- moaned the sad fate of the country, because,. a8
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¢lamation to her gabjects in India—a people des-
titute of christianity and living in Idolatry.

In this proclamation they will find these senti-
ments, which must forever preclude the men-
tion of loyalty and proscription in the same
breath :—

« Firmly relying. oursclves, on the trath ot
Christianity, and ackuowledping with gratitude
the solace of religion, we dizclaim alike the right
and the desire to impose cur convictions on any
of our suljects. We declarc it to be our Royal
will and pleasurc that none bein any wise favored,
none molested or disquieted by reasen of their
religious fuith or observances, but that all skail
alike enjoy the cqual and hnpartial protection of
the law ; and we do str.otly charge and enjein
all those wbo may be in authority under us, that
they abstain from all interfrence with the reli-
gious beliet or worship of any of our gubjects on
pain of our highest displeasure.”

w Apd it is our further will, that, so far as way
be, our subjects, of whatcver race or creed, be freely
and impartially edmitted to offices in our service, the
duties of which they may be qualified by their
education, ability, and integrity, daly to dis-
charge.”’

Here, sir, under the sign manual of Royalty
itgelf, we have the foundations of civil and reli-
gious liberty laid broad and deep, and those are
fraitors to loyalty and to British principles who
wonld endeavor to uproot and destroy them.

Tt bas been asserted by the bon. member for
Taverness that he was pressed and coerced by the
Catholics, and I thiok that confession alone
should prevent power being entrusted to such
fecble havds.

I feel it due, sir, to the Catholic body to de-
clare emphatically that the present government
have never been subjectcd to any such pressure.
Comm»n justice to thal section of our supporters
compels me to say that there has not been any
denomination in the Provinee who both in aud
out of this house have been less clamorous for
office.

Nor does this vest, sir, upon mere assertion.—
It iz proved by actions that speak londer than
words. o :

When the Government was firet formed, we
were assailed by the declaration that all the of-
fices of the country—all the positions of hovor or
emolumant. were to be handed over to the Catho-
lics. The Chairmanship of the Railway Board,
the Queen’s Printership, t8 Crown Land offic, in

| fact every thing was to be given up to them.—

Well, sir, one Presbyterian was placed at the
head of the Railway, another was appointed
Queen’s Printer, although there was a Culholic
who had strong claims for that ofiice, asbis able
paper bad contributed not a little to enlighten.
the public upon the shortcomings of the late go-
vernment. Mr. Grant was considered to have
still stronger claims for past services, and he
obtained that office. o
After the Morning Chromacle had not only be-
they said, & Catholic was to be Crown Land
Cotmissioner, but actually had obliged .the Go-
vernment with their counsel and advice to the
effect that Mr. S. P. Fairbanks of all others
wonld be the right mab in the right place in that
department, they found to their astonishment one
fine morning that the very genticman of their
choice had been duly installed there, .
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Well, what did they do—give credit to the
government for having done right for once by
accident? Nothing of the kind. They proved
their insincerity and utter disregard of Protes
tantism by coming out and saying that the go-
vernment were giving the lion’s share to the
Protestants, and throwing the Jackall’s' to the
Catholics, aud endeavored to. excite: the very
pressure from that bedy which they pretend to
deplore, )

Tliey have the assurance to tell this Assembly
that Mr. Forman would no% have been dismissed
had he been a Catholic, or had he not balonged
to the Protestant Ailiance,

Why, sir, do they forget that the only Catho-
lic at the Railway Board was removed by the go-
veinment or his services dispensed with, when
those of a Wesleyan and a Churchman were re-
tained to assist the Chairman who was a Presby
tevian? Do they forget that the Presbyferian
Witness with marvellons consistency taunted the
government one weck with removing Mr. For-
man becanse be belonged to the Alliance, and
the next, declared that a gentleman had been
appointed to the Board because he wes a mem-
ber of the same Alliance—the true solution of all
heing, that appointments and dismissals were
made with the sole object of advancing the pub-
lic interest. )

It is not long since the organ of the opposition
in strong terms disclaimed, on the part of Mr.
Young, auy disinclination to favor Catholics. In
the Novascotien ot March 17th, 1856, we read this
indignant retutation. ’ '

‘ But the crowning charge’ of all is that the
Attorney General had-ohjected to Mr. McKeag-
ney being Speaker, on the ground that he wasa
Catholic. Need we say. that this is a base fabri-
cation, unfounded in fact and worthy of the men
who, to gratify their-malignant feelings against
Mr. Youny. would kindle the flames of demomi-
national animosty and convulse the country with
religious strife, No wan was ever proseribed on
account of his religious opinions by the Liberul
party, from the first day that they attained power
down to the present hour, and we have an abi-
ding faith never will.” o S

And, sir, going still further back, we find that
the opinions of the Hoo. Mr, Howe have ander-

that the Cathelics are everywhere the *¢ enemides
of liberty.”. B S

I 6ind, en perusing one of hit very elogaent
speeches to his former constituents at Preston-in
1847. that He then held somewhat different views
On that occasion Mr. Howe said —

‘ But then, you were told that I bave turned
Catbolic and want to establizh a Catholic ascen-
dapcy. That Iam opening new roads through
the Country . to let the French Catholics in at one
end of the Province, and the Irish'at the other, to

raise the Tankee flag. and gcll ‘you all'ior slaves!|

(Yes—Massa Howe-—they told us all that.) 8o
I beard, but do the Donkeys ‘who invent saeh

stories ever te}f you that, in all' these Colounies,

except Canada, ihi¢ Protestynts aré four fo onei

that in the Northerw Siates the Cathiolics are in a’

small winority ; that in NovaStotia’ thefe ate buf
eight Catholics itf the 'House ‘of
two in the Ligislative: Cowheil:
Executive—not one upon the Beach, "~ -

** Where, then, is' the danger of Catholic’ ascén-

21

dancy, either on the continent or ia this country?
No, my friends, this is a wicked cry, got up for
electioneering purposes, by those who, baving
vaioly endeavoured to buy and bribe the Catho-
lics, as they are now attempting to buy and bribe
you, set to work to abuse them., 1 havesatinthe
House for years, with the representatives of the
Irish, the Scotch and the French Catholics of
Nova Scetia, and I never beard one of them utter
a sentiment savouring of inlolerance, or knew
them to desire any other privilege that was not Lo
be equally sbared by all other Denominations.
But I went to Chapel on Patrick’s Day—so0 I have
tarned Cazholie.  Well, they used to call me an
Infidel, and I am glad that they have given me.
a religion at last. But, suppose I went to.q
Quaker Mceting, would I 'be a Quaker ? (Laugh-
ter.) I have sometizes attended worship here,
aie Ithen a Baptist? Why, my friends, the
people who circulate 1his absurd lic know better
themselves, I went to Chapel on Patrick’s Day,
as I did when I was President of the Irish Society
ten years ago—as Mr. Uniacke always did, who
was the Conservative Leader for years—as his:
Father did, who was Attorney General, aud a
Protestant to the end of his days—as most Pro-
testants have done, who have been members of
the Society for half a century. " If this is a poli-
tical sin, 1 plead guilty. Bat, having goue, I
confess to the still bigher offence, in the eyes of
the Togdes, that I conducted myself as a Protes
tant gentleman ought. When the Catlbolic knelt
and eaid his prayers in Latin, which I did not
understand, I said mine in Eoglish, trusting tha
He, who understands all languages, would accep
the prayers of both if offered in sincerity o
heart. f
“* This ismy modc of illustrating and propaga. .
ting my religion. Ihave smallhopesof converting
Catholics by abuse, or of showing the value of
christianity by violating the proprieties of life.
But, why shouid you be taught to fear, and then
to hate, your fellow creatures, merely because
they are Catholics? When the Tories of Eng-
land opposed the emancipation of the Slaves—
when the Tory merchants of Halifax were making
their money in traffic with the Slaveholder, what
was O'Connell and the Irish Catholics doing ?
Advocating the cause of the Slave, and voting,

gone a siill more markable change. Fle asserts | Tith #carcgly an cxecption, for emancipation.

‘v‘]&at\hdve‘they done since? refused to receive
Repeal rent from the Southern Plauters, that
their abhorrence of Slavery might be 'the more
strongly msrked.”

I. will not offer any opinion as to whether My,

' Howe, in 47, or Me. Howe in 739, is the most

sincere, * I suppore we must take it as Mr. Howe
in office wersus Mv. Howe out of office—and I will
leave him to explain-the difference in bie senti-
ments, making but slight reference to that hon.

gemtleman, as he 18 noy precent,
1 am very much afraid, however, that the op-
position,” uoable fo briug' forward 'anything

-against’ the government=-unable to show thasg

they were’ unequal to the die discharge of the

'pablic brisiness~-tdtinble to imprach either their

integrity or eapacity in the admiaistration of the

‘business: of' the counfry~~have 'been obliged to
et up'this “-wisked electioneering ery.”

[ confess, somié’ exctise for them, {hey
ig i ‘power, ‘and ‘able.to tyrabizs
> eountry, thiat they uo doubt feel vory

Therti
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uncomforiable on the oppoeition side of the house,
and look with fond  lesire upon the Treasury
‘benches ; and, sir, when they bave ratas long
where they are as the conservatives did, they will,
g fear, feel a great deal worse—and we intend
to keep them in the possession of the title they
‘bave choseu—the very appropriate one of ** the
-opposition,” as long as we can, as they have
-carved it fairly, :

As regards the question of a Federal Union, it
the leader of the opposition had waited patiently
until the government coald bring down the pa-
pers and develope their action, he would probably
have found that the course propesed would meet
with the unanimou¢ concurrence of this house, as
with reference to a Fuderal Union of the Proviu-
ces, T presume there is but one op:nion in this
country. '

T'sappose I ought to be thankful at the mode
ration with which the allasions to the delegation
.on the Intercolonial Railwuy bave been made.

So souu as we are ia a position to submit the
correspondence oo that subjeet, it will. be appa-
Fent that the guvernment would not have dared
to meet the representatives of the people, bad
they declined to act with Cavada and New
Brunswick, and send a delegalion,—and that to
Bugland, . ’ .

I will not sprak of the qgualifications of the
parties selected, as I had the honor of being ouc,
but hon, gentlemen opposite must not forget that
we are fot in a position to avail ourselves of their
services.

On this. matter. sir, ason every other, the gov-
erpment are prepared to shew that they have
acted with a single eyeto what they believed to
be the best interests of the country, and nothing
but what has transpired could have convinced
7pe that'any party could have become so steeped
in the epirit of faclion, as to be willing, not only
to retard the advancement of the country, but to
embarrass and destroy, as far as pessible, the
great work into which they deluded the Legis-
Iature to engage, and by every means endeavor
to prevent the Railway {rom being rendered suc-
cessful, o

Having now, sir, noticed—as briefly as T could,
but at too great length I fear for the patience of
the house, with which I have been so kindly in-
Qulged—the several malters touched vpon by the
previous speakers, I will conclude; but hefore
doing so, must allude to the o servations which
fell trom the hon. member for Windsor. to the
effect that the flag of our country had been de-
graded by the governwment, and aged ministers
ipsulted, ‘ R '

The only excuse I can offer for that honble.
gentleman having ventured to make references
to those subjects, which I presuine no other mem-
ber of this house would do éfter the explanations
that have becn given, is that he has been long
absent in anothier ceuntry, where he probably
was obliged to depend upon the Morning Chronicle
for information coucerning our lecal affairs, avd
bad not the good forfune to be able to perude
the DBritish Colouist—in fact received -the bane
without the antidoie. } ‘

One of thestrongest proofs of the recklesness
of the organ of the opposition j& to be found
in the gross unfairness with which the Lieutenant
Goveroor hus been attacked in the:se instances,
and their refasal to make the amende after a mem-
ber of the government had publicly stated the

T b
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facts and that bad been duly reported and given
to the world, =

When I-went'iuto my county last summer [
was aufhorized by his Excellency the Lientenant
Governor to correct the misstatements which had
been published on these matters,

At a public meetivg I explaioed that the flag
on Government House had only been raised
half-mast high by the servant, in conscqience of
his seeing the other tlags in the city had paid that
mark of respect to the teelings of a large body of
the citizens—that this act was unkuowa to either
any member of the government or to Lord Mul-
grave—that as soon as his Lordship. on going
out into the gronods, noticed it, he reprimanded
the servant and ordercd the flag to be run up °f
beiog improper to lower the Giag of the repr —~en-
tative of her Majesty. except on the occasion of
a death in the Royal family.

I aleo explained that the address of the Wee-
leyan conference, which was sent to His Exeel-
lency through the Private Secretary without
passinz through my bands, was replicd to by
Lord Mualgrave, and that no member of the Exe-
cutive Council saw that reply until afler it had
been delivered to the® Wesleyan Ministers)?

That reply was coucbed in the usual terms of
courtesy, used by bis Excellency on similar occa-
sions, and it was within my own koowledge that
the intention of His Lordship was to treat that
highly respectable body with all due politeness
aund consideration,

Now, sir, these stateménts publicly made by a
memb.r of the government were giveu through
the press to the world, and I would like to en-
quire how low a party must sink, or how contemp-
tible a press must becomg, before under ¢uch cir
cutpstances, it can degrade itself by endcavour-

ing to excite hostility against a nobleman who

all partics are bound to admit whilst be has given
fair constitational support to the advisers with
whom yoa have sarrounded him, has cver treat-
ed the opposition with coartesy and attention ?
Does not this prove indisputably, how unable the

'opposition are to find any just cause of complaint

against ‘those who conduct the public business
of the country, when they are compelled to in-
vent: these fallacies in the first place, and maiu-
tain and r -assert them after they have been
proved to be untrae |

‘What influence can a press hope to exert among
the intelligent people of this country, when they.
thus shew that they are so completely lost to all
regard- to a spirit of fairness and justice, and
that they are willing to circulate any slander,
however foul, provided it will help their party ?

I will now conclude, sir, by expressing the
hope,” that it will not soon be nceessary for me
to trespass so long upon’ your indulgence:

Mgr. ArpmiBaLp.—~In rising to make a few
observations on the the amendment, I congratu-
late the House on the improved toneof the present
debate. as compared with that which took place

last year. Some observations of the honm. and

learned gentleman. who has. just set down bave
deviated somewhat from the general tone which
has marked the discussion,, bnt I willingly ascribe
this rather to. the excitement, of the moment than
to any inteation or desire on his part to introduce
again the angry conflict of last year.

The hen. and learned Provincial Secretary says
that it would have been wise in the leader of the
Opposition to withhold his charges against the
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government till the papers were laid on the table,
which would form the materials for a sound
Jjudgment on their acts,—that he would then find
the cause of the government so strong that the
charges would not be hazarded. ' Ifthe Provincial
Secretary had not himself given us somé of those
materials, his case would certainly have: been
stronger, but suppose we try out one. of the.cases
hefore us by the light hé has just shed upon it
himself, and take that as a specimen of’ how far
the Government would be benefitted 'if this dis-
cussion had been postponed till the papers were
brought down. L ‘
I allude to the dismissal of Mr, McLean, the
late sheriff for Cumberland. The charge against
Lim, as described by the Provincial Secretary, is
that he arrested a person without at the time
having a writ in his possession, and that he did
so to serve a friend. Mr, McLean, it appears,
denies the charge, aud the question turns -upon
whether i point of fact he had or had not the
cxecution in his hands at the time of the arrest,
It scems that Mr. McLean swears he had the
executior, the attorney who issued it swears to
the same thing, and the attorney’s clerk swears
to it also. Their affidavits are contradicted by
that of Mr. Morse, so that upon the Provincial
Secretary’s own shewing the sheriff is dismissed
hecause credit is given to one man’s oath, who is
the father-in-law of the Provincial ‘Secretary,
though it is contradicted by that of three others
on the self same point., ‘ o
Hon. AtrorNEY GENERAL—You are mistaken.
Mr. Arcnibarp.—I speak only from the in-
formation just given by the Provineial Secretary,
and I am quite sure the House will héar me out
in my statements, that this is the history of the
cuse as detailed by that officer, o
ArTorNEY GENERAL.~—The Provincial Becretary
stated it was not the act of thé Government at ail.
Mr. Arcursarp —That is & different question,
I am now speaking of the grounds of dismissal,
not of the anthority that dismissed him. As to
this point, however, I must say I was somewhat
startled at the statement given by the Provingial
Secretary in reference to’ the Chief Justice. 1
yield to no gentleman of the profession in respect
for the venerable chief who presides over the
Courts of Judicature, and would be most unwil-
ling to call in question the propriéty of any of his
public acts, but I feel ‘great difficulty in under-
standing how upon the eviden¢e which was laid
before him, he could come o the conclusion to
sign no writ which contained Mr. McLean’s name.
We hear nothing indeed of ‘what
the matter by the otlier judges, and it'doey seem
to mie that after these“'rli tails “Have beéen placed
before the publi¢, and the proceedings of a private
meeting divalged in part, the public have a right
to be informed of thie whole, and then this House

will be in o bétter position to Jidge what portion:

of the responsibility of this act devolves upon the
Government anil what upon the judpes., )
‘A’ large portioh of the hibp.”
tary’s remarks referrdd ‘i’
preceded his own. ' d

the " speeches ‘Which

was thought of

Provineial Sécre~

intend o follow him
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on political grounds that that officer wasremoved.
He goes further, however, and says that though
the present 'Administration have not dismissed
Judges of Probate from political reasons, it is not
because they are without thé example being sot
them by the late' government. He gives as an.
instanee a case ‘that occuired in Shelburne. I
believe this is the first timé that that cage hag
been referred to here. I have a distinct recol-
lection ‘of the circumstances. The question wag
raised by a memorial from the inhabitants of the
county submitted to the government, and wasnot
what were the political acts or lcanings.of the
Jjudge, whether he voted or spoke for or against a
government candidate, but it was alledged that
the judge and the Registrar were partners in
one commercial concern, and he was removed
because it coutravened the policy which was.
adopted by the Legislature when the two
offices were separated. It is absurd to "sup-
pose that the officers could be a check, upon
one another, when they were partnersin business.
I presume there will be not much difference in
the house orout of it as to the propriety of a
dismissal on that ground. o

The Provincial Secretary has spoken’ in very
harsh terms of the character and capacity of the-
late principal Railway Engineer. When the pa-
pers connected with the dismissal of that. officer
are laid on the table, I presume that will be the
proper time to enter minutely. upon the charges
brought against him by the Government. Still
it seems to me that without entering particularly
into that question there are certain general facts.
upon which the country may form some compari~
son between that officer and his suceessor.

I look at the road itself—the way it is managed
~its present condition, and contrast it with what
it was under Mr. Forman. o o

Last year when we were in session, we had the:
read half way to Truvo,-the trains running
twice a day, and at the rate of 20 miles an hour.
Now we have it all the way to Truro, with its rats
reduced to a pace scarcely equal to a stage coach.
Why, sir, the other day o traveller for. Halifax
arrived at Truro after the train left. What do-
you suppose he had to do?, To wait for the next
train? No, but he employed -a friend to drive
him out to Brookfield, about 8 miles, in a sleigh,
and there’ lie actually overtook the train, and
came-on to Halifaix. Why sir, what better are
we off than if we had no railway if the travelling
is to be performed at that rate—and are we to be
told that this is the mode in which -efficiency is
given to the work by a gentleman imported for

the purpose. = ‘

-On my journey to town the other ‘day, I. saw
through ke windows of the ¢arriage a number of
sleds, Taden with the produce of the country,
moving along, side by side, with the railway on
their way to town. On my arrival at the next
station, I learned that on that same morning 10
81éds similaxly loaded had passed on. It struck
Ihe s & most extraordinary state: of affairs, that
this country should have so largely involved its
reyenues in the constryction of a work Jike this,

through this,—the gentlenion ' Whose argumients and yet that the business of the country was done
he has impugned iill have’ the: opportunity'of | ag'if it were not in’ existence. I find ,out on in-
meeting him, but thers are”sbne other points of quiry that the countrymen complained of the rates
his speech to which I wish t6 dia attention. ", " Ibf frei their principal difficulty arose from

‘The how. Provincial § ry, yindicafes ‘the |the ti ran run, A ¢ountryman coming
dismissal of Mr. "MoGinlly, binh allegés it isaok 4o -have busingss here to detain him
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a couple of hours, yet such are the arrangements
that he is compelled to remain here, whether he
requires to do so or not, two nights and one day.
He finds, therefore, that he can leave his home
with his own horses, arrive in town, attend to his
business, and return without spending more {ime
than by the Railway, and at a cost aotually less
than if he came by railway. What need therefore
of any refined argument upon the point. It is
enough to see that the railway :is so managed
that the work which it was built to do, is not
done on it, and that the mismanagement of the
present government and of the Board are written
in gh&ractex‘s so plain that he who runs may
read.

The Provinecial Secretary boasts that not a pas-
senger has lost his life daring the past year. Ie
is certainly preparing to keep good his boast for
the year to come. It would be hard to imagine
how any great habituity to accident could occur
from a rate of 10 miles an hour ; but I tell the
hon. gentleman that if there is little loss of life,
there is abundant destruction of property. Since
the railway opened to Truro there is scarcely a
week elapses without an accident, shewing the in-
capacity of those to whose charge this work is
committed,—and when I find this, and contrast
it with the past, and find that we are crecping at
the rate of 10 miles an hour over even that part
of the road which fr years has becn running at
double the rate, I do not see how the Adminis-
tration expect a certificate of character from th's
house, I think if there were no other reason for
the change, it would be reason sufficient that we
wish to have men in charge of this great work
who understand the responsibilities of their posi
tion, and will discharge their dutics in that spirit.
Qur railway is fraught either with great benefit
o¢ great injury to the country. It is largely a
question of management, and while our revenues
are invaded to the extent of £560,000 a year, to
pay the interest on our debentures, it becomes us
to see that the work is in the hands of men who
knows their duties and will discharge them right.

The Provincial Secretary gives us as a reason
why no measures are brought down, the spirit of
oppusition which any measure meets: with from
this side of the IHouse. Butsurely that can be no
reason why a majorily cannot carry any act re-
quired for the good of the country. He (the hon.
Attorney General) says that the reason why the
Administration did not support the Maine Law,
was because that law sustained a great moral
blow in 1855, when gentlemen who had voted for
the Law turned vound afterwards and voted
against it, under the pressure of the adminis-
tration of the day. I tell the honble. gentleman,
that if it is the moral blow which the Law has
received which has preveunted him from intro-
ducing or supporting 1t, he need not go so far
from home to find by whom it was given. I well
recollect the vote by which the principle of the
Bill was carried. In that vote some 6 or 8 of the
supporters of the then Governinent were found
side by side with the present Attorney General
and his party, voting for what théy considered o
great moral question. But no’ sooner was the
voté passed than the hon. gentlerann, from Guys-
Horough, now Financial Seoretary, asked if it was
the intention of the Government to-resigh. 1
4o be wonderéd at that some gentlenen began to
feol that it was more o political™thar & mordl
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triumph that was aimed at, and therefore if the
question has suffered, the charge must be laid at
the door of the right parties.

But is such an argument of any force? The
Attorney General, when he carried the vote in
1856, was sustained by his whole party with one
exception, but he knows well that many who
voted with kim on that oceasion did not do so be-
cause they believed in the efficacy of the Law ,—
that they did not even disguise their contempt of
it. Yet he could avail himself of their votesto
carry a mchsure which he belicved for the good
of his country. Why did he not then sustain the
Bill in 18577 s it possible to draw any but one
conclusion? The hon, Provincial Secretary says
that no greater burden can be hung round the
neck of any Government than financial embarass-
ment. Then, is it not fair to conclude that whea
this chain was to he imposed upon the late
‘Administration, there could be a good object in
carrying the Law, but that the moment the
Government changed hands, the policy of such a
step was also changed, and the Bill which wasall
right in 1856, needed airing in 1857. Is this
not the key to their policy respecting other Bills?
Take that of Municipal: Councils, So long as
their opponents were in power they had the con-
trol and appointment of the local authorities
throughout the Province. It was therefore good
policy to take away this power and transfer it to
the people of the Counties themselves, but the
Administration changes, and the Municipal Bill
is no longer necessary. The new Government
can rewaxd their friends without it, and we heaxr
nothing more of a bill which was advocated here
year after year as essential almost to the exist-
ence of the country.

Then again, when election to the Upper Branch
would have given a chance of cne of these
seats falling t6 an opponent of the Admiunistration,
it was sound policy to make that Brauch elective,
but it is & different story now, and we hear no
more of a Bill to diminish the patronage of the
Executive. It would seem, however, that there is
some difficelty even when they have it their own
way. It appears by the speech of the Provincial
Secretary, that the Government are in trouble in
King’s County fromhaving too many men. They
are suffering from an ¢ embarras de richesses.”
They have one hote to fill, but they can’t stop it
because they have so many corks.—(Laughter.)

"As to the spwech of the Governor and the
angwer, there is really very little to find fault
with. No one objects to the Government thank-
ing God for the blessings of a good bharvest, or
deploring & failure in the fisheries, and this is
the pith of the speech. When the old Govern-
ment came down with an announcement of only
two or three measures, we used to hear no end of
harangues at their unfitness to discharge the
duties of an Administration ; bet here again
things are changed, and we find the gentlemen
who made these complaints coming down without
a single meagure of any kind, They appear to
have ignored all the duties of a Government, ex-
cept that of receiving their salaries, and row and
then getting up & Delegation to give a valuable
impulse to something or othér, 'at the other side
of the water,—(Laughter.) . '

"1 listened ‘with surprise to the Finangial Secre-
tary when he‘told us of the aid he and his
Church had tedeived from Catholics at a former
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peried. T had always thought that in the efforts
which were made ja oid times to deprive the
Episcopal Church of a useless and irritating as-
cendancy, and {o place on an equal footing every
sect and creed, the Catholics had net beeu found
the particular friends of the Church, and there-
fore ¥ could not understand the occasion for so
much gratitude. However, the closing adjura~
tion, in whi-h the honorable Financial Secretary
almost used the words of a celebrated Tuglish
statesman, re-alled to my mind the ¢ircumstances
in which these words were uttered, and also re-
ninded me of some rumours that have been
lately flonting abuut the Kastern part of the
Province in reference to the Financial Secretary
himself. T will not undertake to say there isany
truth in these rumors, but if it be a fact that the
Financial 8_cretary has recently been ¢oquetting
with the Opposition in his own county, it will go
far to complete the parallel. A celebrated En-
glish Chaucellor, in the time of George 111, sup-
posed to be o rraunch adherevt of the King, was
carrying on some private negotiations with the
Prince, whom he used occasionally to meet, but
being attacked one day in the Lords, he express-
ed his devotion to his party in the same terms
the Financial Secretary has used, ¢ When I for-
get my King may my God forget me.”” Was it
possible to hear the same adjuration from the
Finaneial Secretary without calling to mind that
when the Chancellor made that specch he held
in his hand the Hat of the Prince, which he had
brought away by mistake instead of his own
irom a private interview with the Prince. (Hear
and laughter.)

But if the Financial Sceretary’s speech amused
us a little, it did not fall upon my ear so curious-
ly as that of the late Bolicitor General. He
stated he was born and eradled in Conservatism,
and that it was not likely he would desert it now.
I'must co fess that if he retains his regard for
his old friends after the treatment he has received
from them, Le posscsses the virtue of resignation
in an extraordinary degree. How is he treated ?
Actually smoked out of the House, and then
taking his stand at the window delighted to see ag
he looks in, that if there is nothing for him, that
at all events his friends have each aspoon in the
Government pap. (Laughter.)

I listened last year to his spech in reference to
the Protestant Ministers, with some misgiving as
to his being «xactly the man to lecture on sach a
text, but alter the picture of pious resignation he
gives us now, I feel that we have not properly
appreciated them.

The hon. and learned member says that he
could not go to the opposite side of the house,
because parties in this csuntry ave divided by so
small a distinction. He says there is merely a
line between us—that our political views ave
nearly identical with those entertained by the
government, and therefore, though ill-treated in
his ewn camp, and abused when he leaves it, he
connet join the Upposition because their views so
nearly accord with his own.

I certainly shall wait with some curiosity to see
his vote,—~it will be odd enough to find him' regord
his eonfidence in those who'say they have ng ¢on-
filence in him, It will be 4 singular thing to ses
going down to posterity, the two revords. The
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Minute of Council, side by side,—with the vote of’
confidence. - -
The honorable Member for the Town of Halifax

asks us what reason we have to be afupid of the
Catholics, and why the 9 gentlemen of that per-
suasion in this House should not be at liberty o
act as they please, like any other 9 gentlemen in
the House? I tell the honorable Member that if

‘they held the same position, and were subject to

no other influences than any other 9 genticmen,
there could be no reason to find fault with them,
but let him look at the facts as they exist. We
have in this House Members of that persuasion
sprung from sources entirely different. We have
the descendants of the gentle Acadian, with sym-
pathies, with traditions, with a history peculiar
tothemselves. We have the offspring of the hardy
Mountaintainecrs from the Highlands of Scot-
land, and we have the descendants of Irishmen.
These men have nothing in common but their
faith. Their origin, their training, their lan-
guage, their literature is diffgrent. These afford
the clements for every diversity of thought, and
yet we have only to look back a year to find all
these men, on a particular emergency, inspired as
if by one thought, march in a solid phalanx from
one side of this House to the other.

Has any body & doubt that the influence which
brought about that event was not in the House,
that it was an influence from without,—an in-
tluence.brought to bear, not upon the reason, but
on the faith of the gentiemen who exhibited that
spectacle. It is because we do not believe that
political action ought to be contrclled by ecclesi-
astical dictation, that we on this side of the house
do mot consider that the Catholies oceupy the
same position here as other members, Let any
man analyse the religious faith of the gentlemen
who compose the Opposition, or that of those who
sustain the Government. Is there any denomi-
nation but ove which is found entirely on one
side? There are Presbyterians on fhisside, there
are Presbyterians on that, therefare Churchmen
heve, there are Churchwmen there, there are Bap- -
tists and Methodists here, and there are Baptists
and Methodists there, all arrange themselves in
positions which they occupy independently of
their religious belief, except only the one body,
and does not every one feel that that body will be
found where it is, just so long as, in the opinion .
of the ecclesiastics, who have the control, it is for
the good of the church they should remain there.
At this moment three-fourths of the Protestants
of Nova Scotia feel that we are under the domini-
on of an ecclesiastical authority, operating upon
the Government by its control over the votes of
members in this House,

Am T osked how long the opposition is to retain
its present attitude towards these gentlemen? I
say, just so long as we find them acting as s com-
bined body, aiming by their combination to acquire
dencminational agcendancy. When they are al-
lowed to act like the other members of this House,
they are entitled to the same position and the
same privileges as any other members, and they -

" need not fedr on the partof those who have raised '

them to’ the level of other denominationy any
disposition to place them begesth that level,

Both the Provincial Socretary and the Attorney
Generyl deforred to the. vecent election, and en~
quired what advantage they had been to the Op.
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positien. They say that the gentlemen returned
hold the gane seats, which were filled by the same
party before, and that their elections do not alter
the vote of this house. If that were all there
would be tle to boast of, but there is more, and
& great deal more. In each of the counties con-
tested there is a Catholis population of some
extent. What was found? Why, that the same
mysterions power which controlled the vote here,
was brouzht into operation in the countics, and
that the members of one religious body, marched
over in a solild phalanxy to the arms of those with
whom they had always been at variance before.
Of course that secession must have been made up,
and more than made up from the ranks of Conser-
vatives, hefore the gentlemen who have been re-
turned could find their way into this house. Itis
taercfore by the aid of men whko have hitherto
h:en the friends of the government, that the
governmaat candidates were defeated, and in the
person of the member for the County of Hants,
who was, himself, formerly a supporter of the
party now in powers we have an instance of the
efieets produced by recent events upon the minds
of the Protestant population.

The Provincial Secretary says that it is an un-
happy position that men in this country are ob-
I'ged, {rom pecuniary considerations to seek the
emoluments of office. I think the remark might
hiave been spaved. I believe I may say without
unduae assumption, that the men on this side of
the house, have as little nced of those emoluments
as those who now enjoy them.

Provizeisl SECRETARY ~In the remark allud-
¢1 to T made no reference to gentlemen in opposi-
tion, as cistinguished from those at this side.
My remarks were general as to the importance of
o'fice to men in the Province.

BMr. Arcmrsanp.—I take the gualification as it
is given, but I understand the remark ditferently,
and in that view feel it nesessary to say that we
could at all events challenge comparison with the
other side of the House as regards independence
of office,

The Provincial Secretary hag referred to the
lowering of the flag at Government House, and
siys that that had already been explained. Twas
no,t aware before that any member of Lord Mal-
gravee's Government had given any statement ¢o
the subjact, but a'ter the explanation is given, it
dues not vemove all my difficulties.

[In answer to a question of the Provineial
Secretary, Mr. Archibaild admitted that he did
not disbelieve the statements as given by the
Provineial Secretary,]

But that is not exactly the point. T do not
lngk on the explanation as meeting the whole
ease. The Governor in this Province is the Re-
presentative of lMer Majesty, The cofff lal resi-
dence of the Governor is not the residence of a
private gentleman—the acts of the Governor are
not the nets of an individual. I prefer to treat
Lim as I would tveat Her Majesty. Heis beyond
the pale of politicel remark,—he is not ameuable
t) political observations. The Government of the
day are the parties with whom we have to do,
and I look in vain for any expression of their
opinion on this act. Have they disapproved of it
in any way? Have they disavowed it by any
ruinute, or have they even suggested that the
servant who could take such liberties with. the
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flag of his Sovereign should pay the penalty of
his presumption.

Iam not disposed to invade the decencies of
private life I have no wish to say a word that
would justly give offence to the distinguished
nobleman who administers the affairs of this
country, and I allude to the subject because his
Lordship here isnot a private ndividual, and
that any act with which the name of the Queen's
Representative iseconnected acquires a significance
altogether different from thatof a private indi-
vidual.

Buat ussumi~g that the exp'anations given by
the Provincial Secretary did exonerate the gov-
ernment, I ask wasit Lord Mulgrave's servant
who posted the notice on the doors of the pov-
ernment offices on the same morning?  Did his
lixeellency send some person from his palace to
let the public know that business would be sus-
pended during th e interment of the Avclibishop?
if not, there is something very euriousin the
oincidence. Is it mot odd, that the seme idea
should have occurred at the same time to a me-
nial at Government House, and to the subordi-
nates in the public offices?  Such a thing might
happen, but it will require strong rescon to make
the country believe that the pablic offices on that
occa.icn were not closed as a tribute to the de-
censed, and by order of the goverumert.

The Provincial Secretary frankly admits that
if he eould have accomplished Lis wishex. the
present member for Hants would not be sitting
here. He certainly did his best to keep him out,
but in doing so, he has only once more trodden
under foof the doctrines which he has preached
in this hounse.

Who denounced more energetically than he,
the practice of a member of this house going
down into a county, not his own, to interfere with
the elections in v ?

Provixcian SeorETARY.—Never.

Mr. Ancursann.—Then, if he did not, his
‘eaders who set beside him did, and the Attor-
ney General hag thus another opportanity of re-
tracting “his old principles. It wall be amusing
to hear him vindicate this act by speeches the
very opposite of those by which be assailed it in
1857.

The Provineial Seceretary has also stated that
if the Bailway despatehes were here, there would
be but one opivion of the pr pricty of sending
delegates, I regret that he did not oo that, as
tie did in the case of McLane, give us the mate-
rials to forn a judgment—but as he has admitted
tha source which inspires the columus of a cer-

tain newspaper, devoted to the support of the

zovernment, I presume we may fairly assume
that the delegation has resulted in nothing more
than what is characterized by that journal as a
“ valuable impulse.”

Now, sir, we all recollect the great state paper
which was laid before us last year by the Finan-
cial Secerelary.  That famous docawens, by
which his name will go dowa to posterity, in
compeany with £3 43. 8d., then ay the disposal
of the Legislatuie. 1f that paper contained a

truc statement of our financial affuirs theg, there -

was no duty so incumbent on the government as
retrenchinent and economy. If we had but £3
to spend, before we could go and throw away
£600, we-ought to have a reasonable prospect of
spmething more than a ¥ valuable Linpulge.”



tleman was in the position where I wished to
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But we are not confined to the Colonist for our
information as to the natuied of the Jespatehes——
we have the means of judging what they were
from the communications between the govern-
ment and the late Solicitor General, which have
bern made public; and so faras I am able to
jud.e on the matter from these materials I am
Hound to sy that my opiuion coircides with his,
and that he was well justifizd in the course he
felt it his duty to take. Sir, I do vot agree in
all the sentimen's of the hon. and learned mem-
ber for Pretou, but I feel it dueto him to say
that I consider the step he has taken —doing it
as he has at the sucrifice of incoms and of the
prospects of profes-ional advanecement—is most
creditable to him ; and I can admire the patriot-
ism and intugrity which induced hin to incar
stich saerific s rather than consent to hold him-
self responsible for expenditures incurred with
o obj ¢!, and that could lead to no result T
agree with him, that to go to the British govern
ment with ne coneertod plan-—no sgreement be-
tween the Provinces—none of those conditions
complied with, which were declared by the min-
ister to be necessary preliminaries, could have
led to nothing, and that an dmpulse just as valu
able could have been commu.icated by a letter.
without the expense of a formal elezation.

Bat, sir, T agree with the hon. gentleman from
Windsor. that important as these poinfs mry be,
they sink into insignificance compared with the
great qaes.ion whether this country is to €ontinue
subject to the ascendaney of oy sect or dennmi-
nation. The hon. Pravl. ~ecretary has alluded
to the probability of our long remaining in oppo-.
sision, but I tell him that I shonld rather see the
party I act with doomed for a life time to exclu-
sion from the offices and power of government,
than that they should hold them by the degrad.
ing tenure of submitting to the dictation of any
ceclesiastieal authority. For this reason, more
tham any other, I feel it my duty to record my
vute in favor of the amendment, expres<ing a
want of confidence in the present admisistration

Hon. Finaverar Storrrary-—The hon. gen-
tleman has thought proper, with- his usual good
tasle, us he generully does at the opening of the
session. lo pay me some speeial mark of atten-
tion. By and bye we may hear lamentations,
like tho-e of Job, becanse the Financial Secrotary
hias not treited him with the respect he deserves,
I remarked gdod numoredly that the hon gen-

keep him, wnd bis ire appears to have been
aroused. I know not about much love being
among politicians, but their hate is proverbial.
and hate is frequently aceompanied by fear.
The hon. gentleman appears to either hat2 or
fear me, I care not much which. He is apt to
exaggerate, i solemn toves, his own judgment,
and to make little of the opinions of others, as it
he fancied himself one of the eleverest men in
Nova Scotia I make no such pretence, but will
try to shew that so grand & person as he should
attend to higher cbjects' than. enquiries as ¢ how
gentlenxen eonduct themsclves in their counties.
In allusion to. myiremarks of last evenivg he
appears at-a loss as .regsrds the claims whiech
Catholies have in me. - ‘T'nat is my business, and
I may be allowed: to feel gratitude towards those.
with whom I live on good terms.—~ard if I do
not wish to damage those who' 'de not bow at the
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same altar with myself, I am not obliged to give
him & reason for my views; ‘

He appears to be a great admiver of the Chief
Justice, and regrers that the Provincial Secretary
put blame en that officer, concerning the dismis-
sal of Mr McLean. It is hard to satisfy some
people ; he is not pleased with the government,
and then he seems dissatisfied with the Chief
Justice. I leave him in the happy dilemma.
C.ncerning the rumours which disturb him I
care but litle. 1 am’ an Episeopalian, aid hear
every Sunday that 2 man should not bear false
wilness against his neighbour.  ft might be well
if others heard oftener than they do the same
injunction. He talks of my coquetting. With
whom? The Liberal pariy 7 Indeed, my con-
duct all thr ugh life has been different from that.
What wonld I obtain from them? What have
I obtrined, but slander and abuse for 20 years
past? I belony to a spirited race of people, who
have tos much selfrespect to coalese with those
who disgrace themselves. Were I to rise and

sreak of ramours respecting him and his couny,

I would not con.ider myself in a very honoura-
ble position. Rumours may be well or ill foun-
ded ; I consider them, whether at Grag or second
hand. as beneath my notice. He s-cmws not to
know why Ilike the Irish. I may have a slight
share of Irish extraction myself, and he may
claim similar honour, though not just in the
same way.  Why did he not make nis ruilway
remarks a few years ago? It may be expected
to be always dangerous to travel with speed in a
couniry like this, during the winter sea-on, no
matter how straight the road, but paricularly

‘with carves and grades. The hon. gen leman

causes me to speak of what I have been silent

vn. Who gave us this roilway in Nova Scotia 1

Who told us our revenues would be raised byit ?
Who told us it would be a paying specnlation 2
Or, at all events, that the old rails wonld sell fur
something ? Why does he, now that itis not pay.
ing, come in and make it a charge against us taat
it is not doing what he and his friends said it
would? Does he not know that people do ot
travel much ia winter? What would he say to

frequent trains with but very few passengirs ?

Does he rcjoice at the secidents to which he
asindes? The numerous curves make the road
comparatively dangerous, snd .few may ba ex-
pected to travel on it in winter, untii that is
changed. He complains that the travelling is
not at a kiiling pace. The parce is aboutthe,
sarne as that of his speech —it was a slow specch,
and it is a slow railway, I caanot help thas. Ife
says that I destroyed the Liquor Luw, and speaks

‘contemptuonsly of my financial powers. I do
T have no recolleciion of the.

nos contradict him, )
remarks alluded to. He. is fond of tellingwhat
others say in his presence, but has a bad memory
of what he says himself. He sttributes motives
to me in voting for the bill. What was his mo-
tives 2 Was it to destroy the government ? Had
he any little tcheme of his own aggrundizemens
as an inducement ?. If he judges me by himseif,

I ask him to tukeanother model. He avers that.
he did et hear the explanation. about the  flae,

aad after hearing, he has very serious donbis. I
do. not like your very snspicious people.

" Mr. ARCHIBALD.~—L did not say that 1. did}no{;

beliove théiexplanation, X assumed the cirenm-.

stauces to be as stated.: ‘

i
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on. FinanciaL SecrETARY,—He may have
it his owa way. Concerning the Council and
the Governor in the tran:action, I consider that
we have a rizht to advise His Excellency on the
public busiucss of the country; bur as to saying
when he shoald mise his flag.—who he shonld
invite to his house,~what ccat he should wear, 1
Jeave that to others ; we would fall in the es'i-
mation of the Governor, of curselves, and of
others, if we attempted to interferc in such mat-
ters. I leave the hon. gentleman to enjoy his
own opinions. Ile inquired sbout closing the
office doors. There was no notice such ag allud-
ed to, posted on the Financial Secretary’s do o,
and that is the door I have to answer for. He
also speaks of the dismi-sal of the servant who
lowered the flag. Did I uuderstand him correct-
ly 7—aid our ex-Solicitor General and ex-mem-
ber of goverament. suggest that we should go in-
fairing about the flag staff, and the di<missal of
the servant 7 I hope all will be right when he
again becomes member of government ; that he
will keep all siraight at governmenthouse ; h:
may thus be a very valuable man. He spesks of
my financial statement, and of its going down to
posterity. Ile nced not trouble himself about
that; I heBng to a race that take care of them-
selves ; T hop? my name will hold eqnally good
as his; if so we may esteem oarselves a grand
pair, and let the races that come after us manage
their own affairs ; 1 do not suppose that my
children will be able to regulate his, or his regu-
late mine.

The house then adjourned.

i Monpay, February 4.

Mr. Morr190N said :—1I had not at first inten-
ded to address the house on the guestion now
under debate, bul as there appears to be great re.
luctance on the part of hon. gentlemen t)com-
mence the debate this morning, and as some of
the remarks from gentlemen opposite seem to
deserve reply, I have concluded to ffer a few re.
marks on the question before you My infention
is not to enter fully into the guestion before the
bouse, or to make auything like an claborate
speech ; but I shall 1efer bricily to the formation
and conduct of the present governmwent; and
while doing so, if anything should fall from my
lips calculated to wound the felings of any Lion.
gentleman in this house, Ibeg leave at the outset
to allow him to assume that I have already ask-
¢d his pardon.

1 believe, sir, there a»e ocessions when public
men should speak plainly, face w face, so that
they may fully understaud each other.

As respects the speech from the throne, I do
not know that I caa characlerize it in any better
language thau that used by the hon. ant learned
Attorney Genzral, on a celebrated occasion, for it
is indeed “a beggarly shew of empty boxes.”
(Laughter.) The representative of Majesty is
not to be held aceountable for that speech,—it
is but the words ofthe government in his m-.uth
—and the advisers of his ILxcellency are, as they
ought to be, responsible for its contents. The
address, in answer to that specch, bears the im-
press of the same minds, and it is quite evident
that both were manuofactured in the same work-
shop. Were I to make the observations with re-
snect to that speech, which rise spontaneously to
iy lips, no doubs I should be met with the old,
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stale and oft repeated cry of wresting the prero-
gative, and bringing the representative of Majes-
ty into contempt; it isthe most simple unpre-
tending document that ever emanated from a
bedy of men when in power, whose pretensions
were so large when out of power,

On a former ovceasion it became my duty to
address the house upon the speech, v ferriug criti-
cally to its contents,- I shiall be compelled to fol-
low the same course on the present cecasion. In
it, sir, we are congratuled upon the assamption
that the Railwey has been comypleted to Truve.
Is it so coempleted ? Will any man who has
travelled over it say so?7 1 think not.  True, the
road is opened, butitis only cobbled wp with
frozen muck thrown loosely together, and it wil
yet take thou-ands upon theusands of pounds 10
complete it; and yet, in the answer o the ad-
dress, we are asked to cndorse the unfounded
statement that the road is complate.

We are also required to acquiesce in the state-
tement that the deficiency in the revenue for the
past year has not b-en eounsiderable. How do
we arrive at that fact 2 Where is the evidence 2
Is there a single document on the tuble leading
to such a concla~ion? Will the hon. memb. v for
Yarmouath meet his Excellency with such a stute-
ment on his lips 2 What position wonld he oc-
cupy if, on examination, it is ascertained that the
revenue has fallen off some teu, fifteen, or-per-
haps twenty per cent. ?

We are told by the government that no Catho-
lic influence is. exercised on the people of this
country. Yhy. sir, i3 if not patent to this house
and country, that they are the very creetion of
Ca holic influence, and yet the hon. Attorney
General stands up here and igoores the very vi-
tal ‘principle of his own cxistence. The govern-
ment do not owe the position they occupy to the
people of this country generally, Lut to a parti-
cular religious hody.,

The increasc of that influence has been mani-
fested everywhere during the past two or three
years. The hon. and liarned Attorney Gineral
once had the bad taste on one oceasion, to say
that the hon, and learned member for Inverness
was a job. Bir, if theve ever was a jobin any
couutry it isthe preseat sdministration,— a job of
the very worst kind, a sectarian, a Catholic job.
(Laughter.) Thehon. member tor Sydney was
the man who first introduced sectaiani' m upon
the floors of this house,~-day by day he expressty,
and by implicaiion claitned offiet for his co-reli-
gionists, upon the grousd of their leing Catho-
tics,—aud the hou. ard learned leader of the go-
vernm-nt believing no doubt that the influcnce

of that body was to walt him into power, echoed

his sentiments. The effect of this continued pres-
sure was observabie in the intention at one 1ime
manifested by tha administration to appoint the
hon. member for Sydney to the office of Chief
Commissioner of Crown Lands; and so fur had
they gone that he had actunlly amrived in this
city for the purpose of taking charge of that de-
partment. Iat the consummaticn of an act so
unjust and unprincipled was even more than the
present government darud contemplate, their own
Protestant friends threatened the withdrawal of
their support, and they were compelled to secede
from the perpetration of such a disgracdeful poli-
tical job. But an office of some kind must be
found tor Mr. McKeagney, whose chances of pre.
ferment had been thus swept away —and the ratia
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fication of the coal mine agreement was effected
by the government—the pas:age of which was
pressed by the povernment—although? a member
of the administration admitted to e that if car-
ried it would prove a bad job for the country.—
Thus, sir. was a measure foreed on the couptry
becanse the Executive feared the loss of Catholic
snpport, and yet the hon. and learncd Attorney
Gencral asserts that no Catholic influcnce is exer-
ted in this Provioce: Again, gir, Mr. Quinan
was appointed to the Guagership. OF that exer-
cise of power I do not complain, but I believe it
was forced upon the government by the same
inflacoce. Next comes the appoiotment of the
notorions  Condon, Chief Tnspoctor of Light
Houses in this country. Will any man veoture
o afficm that * ad Mr. Condon not been a Catho-
iic he would have been selected to till that office.
Were there no old Ship Masters whese avocations
Bad rendered them familiar with our coasts, and
who were therefore better qualified to perform
the duty than the Guager of oil and blabber, in
the City of Halifax ? Will the hon. member for
Yarmouth, representing as he does a maritine
coustitnency—will the hon. members for Queens
-and F Jmouth—sustain an administration who
“bave perpretraled such an act of injustice to all
the old ship masters in this province. ‘

Agaiu, sir, look to the Educational question H
[ firmly helieve that were it not for the influence
exercised by Catholies on the present government
aun educational system, applicable to the require-
ments of the country and satisfactory to the
great body of the population, would now he in
existence in Nova Scotia. What right has the
Catholic body, being about one fifth of the poza-
lation, to demand the passage of a Jaw recogni-
ziog and supporting by Legislative grants, sepe-
rate schools.

Some difficulty bas been fouad in ascertaining
from whora ibe order for the closing of the pub-

lic offices. on the demise of the late Archbishop

Walsh. emanated. The Hon. Finaucial Secre-
bary denics that any order was on his door.
That bon, gentleman was not in the city at the
time ; but 1 tiemly believe that the order was in
his office to be posted, and was only not put up
because the government found they had commit-
ted a blunder. But in turning to the letter of
their apologist, the Rev. Dr. Cramp, I find it as-
serted-thut he had been informed in confidence

by the government that it was the boys in their-

offices who had induced the closing of ihe offices.
Has it come to this, that the hoysia the offices
bave become tie government of the day ? 1t 80,
it is hiph time thac the country knew it. I ask
ior the riawaes of those boys who exercise such an
influcnce, But the flag at Government House
wus lowered. The Hou. Provincial Seeretary
now says that he proclaimed to bis congtitueney
in Cumberlaud by the consent of his Excelleney,
that the flag had been lowered by a menial ; but
this is the first open explanation of that act which

has been given. Where I ask— before whom,.
and in what public place in the county.of Cuip-|

berland did he make that fact known ? Neither
at Wallace harbour, nor in Pugwash, nor I be-

lieve at Amhersi corner, did the hog. glintleman

venture to address his constivuents ; but betook
himself to the more :
to dufend the acts of the government,

If a messenger was despatched to inform &
gentiemau that his garret was on fire, woyld he

secluded parts of "his county
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be wise to seek him in the cellar, if he was sit-
ting in the drawing room? And yet this is ana«
lagous to the coarse which the hon. Provincial
Secretary has pursued on this occasion. Why
was the announcement not made in the ‘organ of
the government in this ¢ity, and not in the out-
skirts of the county of Cumberland, behind the
Cobequid Mountains ? Is it not clear that had
Mr. Henry not been the representative of a Catho.
lic coustitaency he would not have heen appoint-
ed upon the delegation.  We are told that there
wag no time left to consult the hon. Solicitor
General-~yet Mr. Herry conld be consulted and
a fortnight given bim'to prepare for leaving, [
ask. then, sir, if I have not given proof sufficient
that Cathclic influence is all powerful with the
government ?

Let me now turn to the dismissals. The first
of these to which I shall refer is that of the hon.
Mr, McCully, Judge of Probate for the Couuty of
Halifax. It is clear that gentleman was dismis-
sed on political grounds ; that even the hon. Pro
vincial Secretary hag scarcely ventured to deny
—contrary to their oft-repeated denunciation of
that principle ; and here let me ask if the houbley
member tor Yarmouth is content to support an
administration which commits such an act--when
he has denounced others upon the same princi-
ple, and declared his intention to support no go-
vernment that would be guilty of such conduet,

Again, sir, what excuse can the government
offer for dizmissing Mr. Forman. The hou, and
learned Attorney General tells us that it was for
bis incompetency as an engincer.  Who gave the
government that information? Are they com.
vetent to judge of any man’y cugineering skill ?
['am bold to say that among them cannot be
found a man of practical ability in any branch of
ordinary public business, to say. nothing gf en-
gineering. But. sir, is the man they have sub-
stituted for Mr. TForman, at a salary of £1500 a
year more cormpetent; were is the advantage re.
sulting from the payment of £600 more to Mr.
Laarie than Mr. Forman reccived—when the
former has carried out but the designs of the
latter, and that so badly that the road is almost
useless. Do we ot all kuow that a water course
some fifteen or sixteen feet in Jdength has been
countracted to four teet—the result of which js
exhibited in some ninety or one hundred feet of
the road being swept away at the last freshet,
which car only be repaired at a cost of some
hundreds of poands to_the Province. How can
the hom momber for Yarmouth justity the dis-
missal of Mr. Forman and appointment of My,
Laurie, when he has always appeared in the
house as the advocate of low saluries. The Pro
vincial Secretary disparages the difference be-
tween £500 and £1500 a year, but let me tell
him that thai which is of insignificance to him in
the city of Halifax becomes of greab lmporiance
if applied to the repair of a road or the coustrue-
tion of a bridge iu Cumberland. It is curions to
see how the butterfly forgets thab -it was ouce a
caterpiilar. '

_But, sir, the conduct of the Executive after My,
Forman was dismissed, is deserving of all cog.
sideration.  Not only did they.deprive him of hig
means -of livlihood, but they aspersed snd mal-
igned his character, pursuing the same course
with- respect to him which they fullowed in the
caseof the. late ;hon. Bolicitor General, | 4o not
oppear here as the defender of that hon. geutle.

‘
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man, but it is with the minute of council that I
have to do. Sir, when the untutored savage meets
his foe and smokes the pipe of peace, they feel
ecuroe in each other’s confidence, nor is the hath-
et treacherously raised by one against the life of
the other as soon as they leave the wigwam. But
the government, though sitting in secret council
with the late Solicitor General, were not content
to allow him the privilege of resigning in peace,
but as scon as he left their wigwam stabbed him
to the heart, and represented bim to the world as
a perjured man. [ denounce this principle of
pursuing men after they have been dismissed
from office or resigned with the determined inten-
tion of not only depriving them of bread but of
destroying their cha:acter. Lot this prinoiple be
once recognised as correct, and no honest man
will enter the councils of the country.

5 The hou Attorney General charged the Opposi-
tien with a design to proscribe the Catholics,—he
is the last man who should lecture any set of men
on proseription, for no man ever attempted sto
cnrry that principle into operation in this country
with the exception of himself j—nor have the
Opposition in this House any intention of proscrib.
ing any man or set of men, but they are deter-
mined  to circurscribe Catholic influence within
its due and legitimate boundares.

The hon. Attorney General tells us the govern-
ment is and sbould be strong ; I ask bim for what
reason ?  Is it becanse they took part with a law-
less mob, and aided and abetted blood stained
rioters in escaping the just punishment duse to
their rimes ?  Is it becausc they strive to estab-
lish sectarianism in this country-—a curse wherever
it is found ? s it because they have wasted the
resources and erippled the revenues of this country
in idle speculations and expensive and needless
delegations ? Is it because they have depopu’ated
our country by -the passage of an unjust act and
ceded a part of our territory to a neighboring
Province? Is it for these acts that the govern
ment is entitled to that support from the country
which gives strength 7

Even in smaller and minor matters the govern-
ment are wanting in ¢kill and judgment ; some-
thing like £4.000 has already been wasted by the
building of u wharf at Parrsboro’, which was not
located in a proper place, and it will require some
thousands more to finish it.  Yet 1 suppose it is
congidered Dy the government to be all right,
because it meets the views of some of the Provive
cial Seorcta y’s strong supporters. Take another
jnstance,—the light house at Burncoat. Let it
not be supposed that I think it unnecessary to
have a light house there, but [ do not agree with
the wasteful ex;enditure contemplated in the
construction of the proposed building. The site
is within a few rods of a good dwelling house where
the keeper could be entertained, and all that was
requircd was a swall room in which he might
rest at night, instead of which they are about to
erect o ccliar under the whole at a lurge expense.

With respect to the Temperance Bill the astion
of the hon. Attorney General is before the country
—the people thoroughly understand it. Even if
such a measure could mot have been passed,
which T deny, who voted to take the duties off
wine thst he might cater for the tastes of the
army officers in'this city ?  This House will never
forget the spectacle which he presented on that
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ocaasion, when he tried to dodge the vote. Thé
hon. Provineial Secretary takes credit to the
government for the passage of a good License
Law, buthe forgets that that measure wag pre-
pared by the hon. member for Pictou, Mr. McDon-
ald, & supporter of the Qpposition, and was sup-
ported in its passage through the House by many
of the supporters of government. ,

Again, siv. mark the ditferent tone with which
the government have dealt with the Protestant
alliance this year, when contrasted with their
speeches of last session. No fraud and forgery
now,—no Protestant ministers denounced and
stigmatised with the most opprobrious epithets
that the English language affords, bec use they
chose to associate themselves together for a per-
fectly legitimate and proper sbject.  This alliance
can no looger be frowned down, the hon. Provin- -
cial Secretary has chauged his tone to somethiug
like fawning submission.

The Provincial Secretary declares that office is
so necessary to the puoblic men of this country
that it overrides all other considerations. This
may be true with respect to himself aund the
government, I deny it on the part of the Opposi-
tion. His education in the Engzlish politizal"
schoo!, which cost this Province £375, should
have taught him better, and I hope will not be
altogether without its iufluence on his future
publie conduct,

It is & question in my mind whether a majority
will be found in favour of the amendment moved
by the hon. leader of the Opposition; be that as it
may, the members of this house have now to
record their votes in favor of the acts of the ad-
ministration or against them, and the country
will be soon called on to judge between the con-
tending partics.

Mz, McReagvey.—~—Mr, Speaker—If hon. gen
tlemen who have already spoken in this debate
had been less negligent of their fucts, I should
have spated the House the infliction of this speeoch,
the mere so as I feel that nothing new has been
elicited by the opposition speakers. They have
merely reproduced the old cry of last session.
They still repeat the stercotyped cry of Catholie
pressure, and endeavor, by mere asgertions, un-
supported by proof, to stir up the worst preju-
dices and passions of the people. In what [ have
to say, howover, I sghall not imitate them
in their passionate expressions and inflummatory
appeals, but will endeavor to be guarde1 by soter.
reasonand moderation, T call upon the hon. and
learned member for Inverness, and the hon. mem-
ber for Windsor to state any oue act of undue
pressure which Catholics, as & bedy, sought to
exercise on this house or the country, Did they
ever do so on the late Goverament? If so T de-
mand the proofs. I am astonished at the hon.
and learned member for Inverness ; he who has
rade this accusation, he whose connection with
Catholies has extended over a period of twenty~
five years, he whose warm enlogies of that body
have been both loud and frequent, thus, at the
11th hour, to bear falss witness against his fore
mer friends, *is strange indeed. Strange did I
say? it is something more thun strange—it is
ungrateful, But I will pat that bon. and learned
gentleman against himself, and out of his own’
mouth will 1 condemn him and disprove his pre-
sent upscrupulous assertions. Why, sir, who
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that does not rem°mber that hon. and learned
ge:tleman’s eloguent appeals. in the seasion of
1857, when the late administration were over-
tarned? Is it not well known that on that
oceasion he nct only acquitted the Catholies of ali
those high crimes and wisdemeanours with which
they have bheen now charged, nay more, did he
not beseech them in the most insinuating tones
to remain in his ranks? They are no worse now
than they were then, and if they were so dan-
gerous either to the Councils or Legislature of the
Province, how can he justify his conduct to bis
Protestant friends in his endeavors to continue
his connexion with those dangerous Catholics ?
Let the hon. and learned gentleman answer me
that if he can. I fear he will find it rather difi-
cult to do so,

Now, sir, it has been charged on the Catholics
that they have acted in a body and thereby broke
up the late government, and that this power in
auy religious body is dangerous to the state, I
answer that there is no intevest either religious
or sgoular, that if unjustly assailed will not ga-
ther itself up for protection. I put that proposi-
tion to any mun of sense and I ask him if it be
not true. Do you think if Free Churchmen or
Episcopalians, or Methodists, or Baptists, were
attackel as a body and threatened to be trampled
down by their co-assooiates in politics, that they
would not resent the insult as the Catholics have
done? But whom have Catholics justly offended
by this political separation ? The Conservatives ?
No, assuredly not. They went over to their
ranks as volunteers, without one condition or
stipulation whatever. Have they justly offended
Protestants as a body? No, surely not, for in
going over to Mr. Johnston's party they have
been guilty of no aggression upon Protestant
rights.  Whom, then, have we offended? None
buat the liberal party ; them have we offended,
and with them, und ouly them, are we willing to
do battle. Our action was purely political, we
separated from our old political sssociates because
we regarded their leaders as unscrupulous, un-
just, and even insuliing politicians. Hence we
opposed them by our votes, as we had an undov bted
vight to do. Was not this action perfectly con-
stitational on our part, and incidental to our
position as politicians and members of the Legis-
lature? Bat, in the face of all this, the hon.
teader of the Opposition and his friends on that
side of the House, endeavor to métamorphogethis
conduet of ours iuto an attack on Protestants of all
shades of politics ! Can they think the people of
this Province are fools to be caught by such stuff,
such bare.-faced ciap-trap. Now, sir, [ charge it
upon the opposition that they are trying to de-
moralize the country, by stirring up religious
strife and animosity among the people. They
are dving more, sir ; they openly aim at the sub-
version of the rights and liberties of Catholics.
By what right, under what authority do they
arrogate to themselves the power of despoiling
one-tourth of her Majesty’s subjects of those
privileges which the constitution hes secured to
the whole people? DBut, these gentlemen,
though they now invoke the storm snd lash the
worst passions of the people -into ‘madness, - tell

us, with strange . inconsistensy indeed, that

they mean to do the Catholics justice. Yes, jas-

tice with a vengeance !

‘of state the stench bas

! Let us ‘see whatit is|
that these conscientious gentlemen ¢all Jjustiee,.

They have admitted that the obj-cts and teachings
of the Protestant Allisnce are a true exposition
of their views; in other words they eudorse
the policy of the Alliance. What iz that
policy ? Listen to what the Rev. Mr. King says
in the conoluding part of his lecture before the
Protestant Alliance, and then we shall have a
foretasie of the justice we may expect from those
equitable politicians,

“ Qur conclusion therefore is,” says the leo-
turer, *‘that if we Protestants and our Roman
Catholic fellow subjects are to continue in the
enjoyment of civil and religious liberty, it
i to be secured not "by placing ourselves
under the iufluence of the Priests, but by
doing what we can to secure through the
blessing of God, that the administration of our
public affairs shall be in the hands of men who
fear God and hate covetousness ; men in whom
we have confidence that they will not shew con-
terapt of God’s word by neglecting to secure a
due place for it in schools supported by P.ovin-
cial funds for the education of the young, and
who will not by supporting with the public funds
those who teach Popish error involve us in the
guilt of aiding and abetting those who are agents
in a conspiracy against civil and religious liberty.”’

What does this breathe ? A spirit of fair play
to Catholics! What a mockery of the word.
Rather let it be called a spirit of utter proscrip-
tion and dark souled intolerance,—that is its true
name. ‘'And equally monstrous is it to suppoge
thit the Alliance is non-political. Do not the

foregoing words of the lecturer recognize party, -

and condeinn in the clearest terms By, Johnston’s
administration. These matters seem to me go
plain, so self-evident, that to waste further time
in their consideration seems but an Unnscessary
occupation of the time of the House.

Mr. Cuamsers said, —It must be graiifying
Mr. Bpeaker, to the members of this house gene-
rally. to discover the improved style aud manner
in which this debate is conducted, as contrasted
with the tone of the speeches delivered by the
hon. members of government at the last session
of this Legislatare. The change thus conspicu-
ously apparent, indicates that the hon, Provineial
Secretary has been tanght a lesscn which for the
credit of this house, I hope he will not soen for-
get. It may be, sir, that the troubling angel has
not yet descended to disturh the pool. and there-
fore, the government believing themselves secure
in their position are content to rest at taeir ense,
believing that their bark will glide safely and
securely over the walers to its proposed haven,
We shall see. The squall which passed over ns
at the last session puarged the political atmos.
phere, yet the thunders of Mount Sinai, will yet
he heard for the spirit of the storm isstill ahroad.
When nature is convulsed the lightening and the
thunder accompanies the convalsion, that the
poisonous vapours may be dispelled, and the
thick and murkey clouds scattered. So in the
political werld ; and if ever a political thunder
storm were needed it isat this hour, In the ships
becomse so powerful that
one of the chief officers has been compelled to

esert ber, and the bark is now tossed about on

the acean of difficulties, without & helmsman com-

petent to guide ber safely into port. ‘
It is said that the maore. witching and still the
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calm, the nearer is, and the more dangerous will
ve the storm.  So. sir, although to the minds of
the Exeeutive, nothing at the present hour may
denote the danger that threatens them, yet it is
1no less near,

Now, sir, T will he permitted, 1 hope, to say
fhat there is not within the walls of this heuse u
member wor: desivous of pressing forward the
public busn ss than mysel (—nor do 1 believe
that there is in the vavks of the opposition one
who in the least degree desires to retard or oh-
struct it 3 bat we should fail, indeed, in the per-
formance of our duly to the eountry generally,
and the constitnensics who have sent us here, it
we shrunk on an oceasion like the present frowm a
ful], free and caudid ¢xposition of our princi ples
—or failed jn the styouge ¢ terms to reprobute
and depounce the acts of an administration
which in our opinios has failed to command and
does not epjoy the confidence of the poople of
this couniry. 1 may be asked if we expect tu
carry this amendment. 1 answer no! we do not,
for 1 am theroughly convinced that there is not
atnan of the government supporters, who, what-
ever he may think of their conduci—however
yauch he may condemn thelr policy, and private

.1y denounce thum here or elscwhere—has the

moral conrage to valify and confirm the opinions
he entertains, by an open vote of want of confi-
dence. Why, sir, even the bon. member for Fal-
mouth, who in the streets of Windsor is open-
moutbed in denouncing the acts of admjinistra-
yive wrong and injastice perpetrated by this
government, when he comes into the presence of
ihe hon. and learncd Attorney General shrinks
into his babitual and characteristic insignificance
and beeomes b once the pliand alject tool of that
hon. and learned gentleman, (Laughter.)

8ir, it we weove coutendiag in this house for
office. bonors or emolument, the charge of wast-
ing the public time wight with justice be laid at
our doors; but, sir, our aims arve higher and
more enobling—ive have in view the establish-
went of a great priveiple—the accomplisbment
of a great object j we desire to prevent a toreign
potentate, the sworn caciny of the Dritish con-
ctitution and of the flag ol our couniry wherever
it foats—Irom goveraing ihis province. cither

* by himsell or thirough bis emissarics.  [BExpres

sions of dissatisfaction fu the gallery.

Sir, I desive 1o be distinctly understoed 5 our
motto is © Freedow to all, proscription to none.”
My object i3 to state my grounds for opposition
to the governneub so digtinelly that misunder-
standiug will be voidered impossible. It will be
coen, Lhen, that Catholics a8 well as Protestaats
are interested in the principles for which we are
coplending. Were the political uifairs of this
proviuee to be placed in the bands of the Catho-
lic Priests, the vevy Catholics themselves would
not possess the same liberty of thought, speech
and action which they now enjuy. .

This will be self evident if we bt glance for a
moment at the social and palitical condition of
Catbolic countrivs —witness Spain and Italy.

ahe bon. mewmber for Halifax, "Mr. Tobin,
would have us believe that the disagreement be-
tween the Catholic and Protestant liberals in this
country may bo dated from the Crampton meet-
ing., Siv, thisis not correct 3 disaffection was in
{he ranks long hefore this. 1f there haid been no
Crampton meeting—if the hon, member for
Windsor had not written a line, the Young Gov-

eroment was doomed. Sir, the first session I
entercd the halls of legislation, although a novice
in politice, as the hon. member for Ilalifux 1o his
wisdom choses to call me, yetI was not such a
noviee but [ could discover uomistakable signs
of disaffection in the Catholic body. Sir, a de-
mand was made in reference to (he clerk’s tabl:
no sooner was that done than another was made
hy the President of the coaneil; then the Fivan.-
cial Scerctaryship was demanded ; then the
Speaker’s chair ; and I began to understand the
direct screws that were at work. Sir, the hon,
member for Inverness will do e the justice to
admit that I was one of the Gt to lend wy aid
to put a stop to this intrigue. The rock upon
which theCatliolics of all conntries have {found-red
the ship of state is their cager dusire to grasp al
power, Crive them political, und ceelesiastical
power iz sare to follow.

I shall now review as Lriefly as possible the
policy of the government gince they came into
power, and the first question that naturally arises
is, what measures have they curried to advance
ihe interests of the coantry ? Not one solitary
measyre. Last session the Blective Council Bill
was announced, but owing to their weakness and
imbecility they were obliged £ withdraw it. Sir,
the specch of the presunt session is remarkable
for containing nothing—not a singlc measure 19
propounded.” What has become of the famous
represeotation bill?  Sir, they dare not test their
strength on that or avy other question of public
policy.  Isthis the kind of government to carry
on advant.geously the business of the country 2
Sir, this is a general outline of what they bave
not dose.  Let us now see what they have done.
They bave added £2000 to the cxpenses of the
government. Sir, one of the first charges that 1
bring azainst the admipistration is the dlsmissal
of Mr. Forman. 1 want to deal fraokly. Let
as come to the point at once.

Was it on account of his incompetency ?  Sir,
[ challonge them to poiut ont a single act of in-
competeney on his parh The line from Halifax
to Truro has buen laid precisely where Mr. For-
man’s plans directed, aud yet we are told that
By, Formaa is incompetent,  Sir, if £1500 per
year would gualify a gentleman for office instead
of £950, then, My, Laurie hasthe advantage. I
pelicve the policy of the present goveroment is
to destroy the road and make it ohuoxious to the
people. This was an argument made use of by
the hon. gentleman on this side. At fivst T could
not believe it, but owing to facts which bave
peen detailed bere, I can no longer refuse it cre-
dence. Sir, during the past summer biunder al-
tor blunder has characterised the maoagement of
that great public work ? Look at that celebrat-
od Tariff which requires a Philadelphia Lawyer
o understand —the effeot  of that extraordinary
document has been to drive the people of the io-
terior off the road. At the present moment’ 4
parrel of fish transported by rail o Halifux,
costs the country 3s. 3d., by private conveyance it
can be carrvied tor 2s. 64, 5 the people as o nata-
ral consequence adopt the cheapest mode, and
therefore, it is apparent; that in tha act the ad-
ministration evidenced their general design and
intention of destroying the charactet of the road.
Again, sir, take the salaries of the officers con-
neoted with the road. Where was the necessity
for employing Mr. Mosse ab o salary of £500 a
year. Surcly one engineer would he sufficient to
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do all the work required, and if I am rightly in-
formed, the salaries of several way officers have
alvo heen increased, all of thisis plainly intended
to swamp the earnings of the road, and thug con-
tribute to its failure.

Now, sir, I should like to kuow the real enuse
of Mr. Forman’s dismissal. Was it not because
he was one of those unfortunate Antiburghers
who for some reason have incurred the anger of
the government, and in addition to this because
his narc was enrolled as a member of the Pro-
testanl Alliance? Sir, the moment I saw bis
name on the list of that alliance, I kiew he was
a doomed man. We all know with what malig-
uity the fTon. Provincial Sceretary attacked the
members of the Protestaut Alliance on the floors
of the houxe last geision. He charged them with
fraud and forgery, and with playing a political

garae, [ dare him to reitera’e those charges
now. He cannot do it. The goverument have

crawled back to their holes, ashamed of the
conrse they bave pursucd. Sir, the leadors of
governmeut greatly mistook the chavacter «f
political parties in thiz country when they boldly
asserted that the Protestants could not and
would not uuite against them. They thought
that as longas they kept the Catholics with them
they would be all right, no matter what indigaity
they offered to their forwmer friends—no matter
that they lowercd the flag of our country and
cloded the public offices, ou the denth of a foreign
ecelesingtic ; they thought, in fact, that nothing
wonld drive the conservatives from their sup-
port. In this they committed a grand mistake,
as recent events have shown,

[ now come, sir, to the dismissal of the Hon.
Jonathan McCully, Will the governmeut dare
to asgert that this was not doone for political rea-
sons. What has become of the doctrine so often
asserted by the hon. Attorney General when in
opposition, and which he laid down as the policy
of hig party ? His words are still ringing in my
earg, that no public officer should be dismissed on
account of his political opinions ; bot I am very
much afraid thab that bon. gentleman is in the
habit of adinitiing & doe rine to be sound when
it suite his convenience, aud of repudiating it
whan it clashes with bis icterests,

The houn, Provincial Scervetary embraced the
oppottauity of visiting the county of ants dar-
ing the recent elections held thiere, and ou nomi-
nation duy Mr. McCuily is charged with impeach-
ing the character of the Judges, in weference to
Keanedy’scage, It is true that he did deliver o
gpecch on ihat vecasion, bubhe made no refervnce
to the Judges then. The hon. Provincial Secre
tary may well remember that day, for he got as
nice a dressing ac he ever got in his life, aud
which I think he richly deserved. The hon. Mr,
McCually had made himselt obnoxions to the go
vernment—his pen has administered fearful casti-
gations upon them, they wanted any sort of pre-
text to enable them to vent their malice on bhim.
Sir it is amusing to hear the way in which the
government treat the Hants clection, the Attor-
ney (eneral suys he hag lost nothing by that re-
sult, I would ask if the government considered
it of little frmportance whence arose the necessity
for the exertions put forth by them to win the
seat, If the house will bear with me I will en-
deavor to carry your imagination o witdess a
scene I am about to describe in the month of
August last, Notice had been secretly conveyed
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to the supporters of the Governmenl that on a
certain day the honbles, Attorney General and
Provincial Secretary would meet their fricads in
Bawdon. On that day a gronp assembled at the
Baptist charch in that place—the hour arrived
but there was no appearance of the orators of
the day, at last the announcement was made be-
hold they come. After the usual preliminaries
the hon. Attorney General wag called upon to
address the meeting. As he proceeded to mount
guard a whisper was heard in the crowd what ve-
nerable looking old gentleman is that—what a
saint like appearance he presents. Another re-
marks that the Attorney General made a mistake
in bis profession he ought to have been a local
preacher.  After him followed the Provincial
Secretary, I cannot deseribe to you -the atyle in
which bis address was delivered, hut the speaker
expressed his astonishment that the intelligent
yeomanry of Hants should send such noodles as
their present representatives.  We did not rest
satisfied with beating them by a majolity of 300
we routed them horse foot and artillery and sent
them cowering to the wall. Sir the result of
this election has had an cffect on the whole pro-
vince, and why because it was fought out on the
new platiorm of the opposition the Catholie and
Protestant question. Iu that county there ars
300 Catholic voters who had previously acted
with the Liberal party but sir every man on that
occasion of them votcd on the government side,
this you will perceive is egnal to 600 votes—
there must have been a change then of 700 votes
on the Protestant side to have given us the elec-
tion—this sir is a refu’ation te the charge made
on the floors of this house that Protestants can-
not unite and forget their previous political dit-
ferences.  Sir what did I ind during that elec-
tion that all kind of influcnces were brought to
bear. The priest of the parish made a canvass of
hix flock that those he could not gee he addressed
by note and threatened that if they refused to
support the candidate for the government they
must be prepared to sufier the penallies of the
chureh, sir I look upon that election s one of
the greatest victories that was ever wen by any
conuty in the province especially when we coc-
sider that the opposition candidate wag a gentle-
mai who had previously sustained the Conserva-
tive purty sincerely believing that they were
right, but what new opposed them when he found
they bad forsaken their principles.

Sir, I now come to the charge of closing the
public offices on the burial of a foreign ecclesias-
tic. Sir, this is ose of the most degrading and
humiliating acts ever perpetrated, that the ge-
vernment of the country should so far disgrace
our national flag, is humiliating to every British
snbject. I heard the cxplapation given by the
Financial Sceretary, and it is not satisfactory to
my mind, that hon. gentleman said that he could
not believe vague rumounrs that were in circala-
tion, are we bound I would ask to receive his
bold statements, how come it that the netices
were posted on the doors of the public offices to
close at a certain hoar; and that the flag at Go-
vernment House was lowered about the same
time. It is a remarkable coincidence at all
events. I believe that if 'all the Protestant
clergymen in Nova Scotia were to be buried in
on day, the government . offices would not have
heen closed. Sir, this one fact proves beyond
doubt that the government is comftrolled by
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Catholic influence, and it will require an abler
pen than the Provincial Secretary can wield to
convince the people of this country that the pub-
lic cffices were closed by the subordinates in
those. Sir,I am not bound to receive the ex-
planation given by the government, for I donot
believe that the Governor's servant would dare
to commit such an outrage on the Protestant
feelings of this country without receiving orders
from some quarter.-

Such an explanation as that given is repugnant
to onr common sense. The lowering of the flag
is altempted to be palmed off on the Licutenant
Goveenor. and the closing of the public offices
on the clerks. Such subterfuges will not mislead
the people of this country. If itis true that
these subordinates did it, then they are the mas-
ters, and we cannot he blamed for seeking to
turn out a goverament that ailows such indigni-
tics as these to be perpetrated. There cannot be
a doubt, sir, but that these acts were done at the
command of the priesthood of Halifax. Thehon
Tinanciol Secretary tells us that bis office was
not closed. This is true, for that hon. gentieman
was pot in town at the time, and I will do bim
the justice to say, thatI believe if he had been.
that the loyal principles for which he is known.
would bave prevented this insult from taking
place ; but although he boasts that his office was
not closed, it was a mere accident that prevented
t. The order for closing was in his office and
was about to be obeyed, when the government,
finding the storm of indignation that was arous-
ed, were obliged to countermand their own or-
ders, and throw open the public offices for the
transaction of business. Bir, this is surely an
i.moble position for any govermeut to cccupy.
They obtained their power through pricstly in-
fluence—they have becn controlled by it ever
gince, and it is this influence which it is the aim
of the opposition to sweep away.

The honble. Attorney General referred in his
specch to the maine liquor law bill  Sir, I have
often heard it said that politicians required more
brass than would make a kettle, and I was corn-
vinced of this when I witnessed his treatment of
that hill. That measure has been his political stalk-
ing horse by whieh he sought to regain power for
the last ten years, He said, place me in power
and I will carry it. But what was the result ? No
gooner does he obtain office than forzooth he is
convinced that it requires airing. Now. what
are the facts of the case?  When that bill was
passed daring the Young adgainistration, many of
his supporters voted for it, and some of the con-
gervatives, so called, against it A motion was
made to rescind, and the same gentlemen who
vored against the bill alse voted against rescind-
ing. Sir, I deny the charge thrown out that the
government of the day brought their iufluence to
Dear on ikeir supporters, it was a voluntary act
of their own, and if any influence was exerted i
was by the hoa. Atty. General, to compel his
supporters to vote against their own resolution.

Sir, if their is one act which should be -written
in capital letters, itis that which the leader of
the government committed last Session in voting
for the reduction of the duties on wines aud thus
robbing the renewal of £300 a year if ' I mistake
not another political game is about to be played
with the Liquor Bill, the honble. Atty. General
has found out that he has lost popularity on this

question and he iz about te attempt to wash his

i
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bands clean of it. His game will be to propose 2
bill to test the scnse of the people at the next
General Election and if be finds that the popular
voice i against it, then he will appenl to the
temperance men aud say * 1 bave done my duty,
and it is uzeless to pass a bill in opposition to the
wishes of the people.’ but if the decision is in
favor of the measure then as the honble. Atty.
General expccts to be out of power, he will bave
an opportunity of fercing it upon the present
opposition. no better plan could be adepted to
destroy the bill. for surdly during the heat and
excitement of a General Election 1snot a Gt time
to oblain the impariial decision of the people, ¢
that great question.

There is another charge I have against the go-
vernment, and that is the answer of the Governor
to the address of the Wesleyan Lody. I am not
here as the advocate of that hody of Christians
in particular, bat I am here to defend the rights
of all denominations of Christians and of our
common Protestantism.  When our Institulions
are attacked—when onr Bible is pronounced
false by the Church of Rome, I am here to stand
up in their defence ; when any body of Chrisiians
ar: insnlted, I am here to resent that insuit ;
when separate schools are demanded, T am here
to oppose them. But we are told that the G-
vernor preparcd the answer.  This is a siniler
dodge as that in reference to the closing of the
public offices. FHow anxiong are the administra-
tion to get up a personal quarrel between the
opposition and the Governor. Sir, I held His
Excellency’s advisers responsible for every act,
1f they are not to be held respovsible, wio is?
If they are to ke allowed to ignore cvery act
commibted, where is the responsibility to rest.
The insalt received by the Wesleyans, may Le
the fate of Presbyterians or Buaplists te-morrow.
Sir, what better ireatment can the Protestants
of this country expect to recelve from a govern-
ment, guided by the policy of Rome, and now
Mr. Speaker, in conclusion 1 am anxiously wait-
ing to see the action of the late Solicitor Gene-
ral. I do not wonder at that gentieman retiring
from a government where his advice isnol re-
quired.

I am aware of ihe feeling of dissaffection, which
existed armongst the mwembers of that government
ever sivee ity formation. That gen lemwan had
fought the Lattles of the Conservative party for
thirty years.  He bad borne the linrden and heat
ol the day, aud was fairly eutitled to receive his
hareof the emoluments of office, but what was
done. When this government was formed, the
present hon, I'rovincial Sverctary whose political
position was of monstrous growth, wag placed-
over his bead in s prowinent office at a salary of
£600 a year, while he who had supported his
party for years ounly received £125 per annum.
Aud notwithstanding his past services be is now
thrust out of the ship without even a sailors al-
lowapce. Sir, this is barsh treatment, but they
have done worse, they bave pursued him with a
minute of Council, stubbing him to the heart and
charging him with betraying the contidence of
the Council, iu other words tbat he is o perjur-
ed man., =

With one other remark, Mr. Speaker, I shall
close, Sir the governwment have dared to thrust
their hands into the public chest, and bave ex-

tracted therefrom £700 of the people’s money to
pay for a pleasure excursion to Gieat Britain
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withoat the consent of parliament—and this sir
when last session there wasonly £3 4s. 94. to pay
for th road and bridge service with a prospect of
a fnrther deficiency in the revenue this year.

Sir. that one act is sufficient to condemu any
government in the estimation of any honest man,
and upon (hat alone I am coatent to ground my
reasons for suppoerting the amendment of the hon.
Ieader of the opposition,

‘Mg, McKeaavry.—The hon. member for New-
port says that I demanded the speaker’s chair on
the ground that I was a Catholic. Sir, [ em-
phatically deny that charge. First, I never did
demand the speaker’s chair, nor did T ever re-
quire support in obtaining that office on the
ground that T was a Catholic. What I did do
wag t6 put myself in nomination for the speaker’s
chair, and ask the support of my friends as an
independent member of the Legislature.

Mr Cmampers.—I. am prepared to prove the
asserticn I made ; the hon. gentleman not only
demanded the speaker’s chair because of his
being.a Catholic, but threatened what the conse-
guences would be if he did not obtain it.

AMr. MoKeaexey.—I never did. o

Mz, Morr soN —The hon. member for Sydney
must have forgotten his own action. . I have a

distinet recollection of the language used, he told

us he could be speaker in spite of us; that he
had his friends pledged to support him and he
would not absolve them. ' -

Mr. McKragyey.—I adhere to what I said.
True, 8ir, I stated that I would not absolve my
friends from the promise they had given to sup-
port me; that is very differeut from the statement
of the hon. member for Hants.

Mr. Hrxry.—~I3well recollect what took place.
My hon. friend from the Township of Sydaey
stated that he had received promises of support
from certain of his friends, and claimed to be
entitled to the office, but neither he nor any of
the religious body to whom he belonged, based
their claim to that or any other office on religious
grounds.. *© " ‘

Hon, Mr. Howe thought the current of debate
had better be preserved.

Hon. ArroryzEy GrxraL—The obligations of
deli-acy and propriety should be better under-
stood than they are, and hon. gentlemen should

abstain from mak'ng references such as these,|

based upon rumor, private conversation, &e.
The speech delivered by-the hon. member for
Newport, so far as I am concerned, is eomposed
entirely of statements unfounded and inaccurate.
I do not think it necessary to a“swer him, I
leave hig remarks to go for what they are worth,
feeling that they are entirely beyond the scope of
parlinweéntary debats, . .

Hon, Provivcian Srorerary.—As I do not
intend making any lengthened reply either to the
remarks of the hon members for Londonderry or

Newport, I may take.this opportunity of stating|

that their pergonal references to myself are slto-
gether without founddtion. As to the sccount
given of the Rawdon meeting there is. not that
man living who can state that I charactérized the
representative of  Ifants, either past § present,
28 idits, | . ‘
Hon, Mr. Howr.—I pregume, sir, that the

statements. made.by hon. geatleman opposite are

not .more acenrate, to say the most of them, than
those made on thisside, .- ... . -
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Mr. CaamBErs.—The references made to the
hon. Attorney General, have already appeared in
the public papers, and remain uncontradicted,
As to the hon. Provincial Secretaty the statements
I have made were communicated to me by-one of
hig warmest political supporters. If it had come
from a supporter of the oppesition I might not
bave been inclined to believe it.—(Laughter.)
Hon. gentlemen well understand me ; politiciang
are likely to colour matters as their feelings desire
—therefore if it had come from one of my own
supporters in the excitement of an elegtion con.
test I might not have accorded it the same credence
a3 I Gid when it emanated from a supporter of
the government.

Mr. Wape.—If every idle report, or slander is
to be made the subject of debate in this house, the
sooner we know it the better, that some means
may be adopted to save the time of the house, and
press forward the public business. The addresses
delivered in this house of late have been mere
slectioneering orations, intended to effect the next
elections, and the house should put a stop to

| them,

Hon. Mr. Howe.—I hope the hon. meniber for
Digby is not seripus. I was not here on Satarday
when the Provincinl Secretary addressed the

‘house,—but the swash-buckler style of some de-

livered the day before were certainly equal to
anything that has come from this side of the
house, S ! '

Hon. ArTorNEY GENERAL.~To whom does the
hon. gentlemnan aliude? [ spoke on Friday.

Hon. Mr. Howe.—Oh ! I do not refer to the
hon. Attorney General. - :

Hon. Fivaxcran Sgorerary.~—I also addre. szed
the House on Friday ; does the hon. gentleman
apply that language to me? .

Hov. Mr. Howm.—The hon. gentleman will
know to whom 1 refer when I come to reply to
him S
Hon. Fivancian SEoreTary.—I can tell the
hon. gentleman that if he applies such language
to me aoross the floor of .the House, I will put
the power of the House on kimr. ’

The House then adjourned.

Tuespay, Feb’y 8.

Mr, CrurcnILL.—In consequence of some ob-
servations made by the member for Newport, I
feel called, Mr. Speaker, to make a few remarks.
[ consider this debate uncalled for, and am not
unmindful of the expense to- the country for this
frivilous, tiifling show by the Opposition, while
the gentlemen who brought it here, say, honestly,
they do not expect to carry the vote. I am con.
vinced of the truth of the last speaker’s remark,
that when taken it will be a vote in favour of the
government, not agaiust it, and willbe considered
a vote of confience, instead of want of confilence,
both by the Houseand {he country =~ The member
for Newport says I am & tool in the hands of the
government, and that when I come under the
eyes.of the Attorney (General I am no more the
independent man supposed to be while living in
my own county., What doss he mean by that?
L. pledged myself to act independently in the
House, and. I Have done 8o, .and [ intend to do it.

I teil the member forNewport that I am not one to

s follow: my leader’’ threagh thick and thin.

:Did I yote for the Atiorney, General’s delegation
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last year? I did not, though I did not vote
against it, and my name may stand in the jour-
nals as it ought not. I went out when the vote
was taker, and 8id not vote for the question. I
have been frequently told that I ¢“follow my
leader,” but the hon. member knows that that ig
not characteristic of my composition at all, but
vather the reverse. I wish I was more condes-
cending, after I have been attacked in my own
county about what the government does, and
what they do not. T admit that oue thing may
be wrong, and that is, they should have turped
every man opposed to them out of office. It ro
happens that I am one alonec out of five from the
county of Hants that support this side, the wrong
side as they suppose, but I think it the right side.
When I came to this house T was not well posted
up in the way of conducting affairs here. I unever
supposed that men would pursue the course they
do. The determination of the opposition is to
cbstruct, to make the governmnient obnoxious to
the country as possible. That was the ohject last
winter, and when they protracted the session
they put the blame of it on the government.
1 was astonished when this resolution before this
housge was placed on the table by the member for
Inverness. It had no ju-tcauseto behere. The
member for Windsor also came up with much
force, and assailed the government, determined
to shake ity foundations if he could ; but while
the heavy artillery was playing on the battlements
of the government, they effected nothing for them-
selves of the country. Thespeeches have rejerence
to the next general elec'ion. That is the ohject ;
to rouse the feelings of man against man, neigh-
bour against neighbour, to set at strife all they
can, to enflame the whole country. These feel-
ings do prevail to some extent, but perhaps not
so far ag was expected by theleader of the opposi-
tion. T admit that the new member for the coun-
ty of Hants had a majority of 240. But how was
it obtained ?  Every way ;—by fraud and forgery.
There was a cry about the Protestant Alliance,
but they professed also to be the friends of the
Catholics,—and yet they told frightful stories
about them for election purposes. Two out of
three, in my county, voted for the hon. member.
Many electors did not vote at all. There was a
strong sympathy for the latelamented Mr Dimock,
and as the member for Colchester obtained his
election without much difficulty, they found extra
exertion requisite to controul individuals of a
certain class who voie according to weight and
measure, the election times being a jubilee to
some voters. There is much triumphing about
some counties in reference to the coming election.
Persons may be mistaken in some places. Com

plaints have been made about taxing the counties
through which the railway ruuns, for the fencing
of the road, and it bas been said that I voted for
it ; this I entirely deny, although the false staté-
ment was circulated throughout the length and
breadth of my country. Itis well known, Mr.
Speaker, that in 1854 a bill was passed in this
House to make the counties through which the
railway was to run bear the cost of the right of
way and fencing, As it now stands, chapier first
of the Revised Statutes, clause-nineteenth réads
thus :—*¢ Monies paid for land and fencing shall
form a county charge.”” It was fully understood
that the cost'of fencing the road would be over
&£100 per mile, but when the present government
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came into power the sum not being expressly de-
fined, we agreed to reduce it to £50 per mile.
The vote was not 16 to 16 or 206 to 26 as was re-
ported, but a large majority voted for the altera-
tion, 1 voted for the reduction. Surely there
was nothing wrong in that.

Much has been said about Mr. Forman. He
was much thought of at first. I do not presume
to have much knowledge of engineering, but if I
could not form a better track than thataround
the Basin, I think I would give it up. At some
places they camnot run much more than four
miles an hour, the curves are so short, unneces-
sarilly so. I asked cue of the forcmen employed
at the works why there were such heavy grades?
The answer was that Mr. Forman was not much
there, and that they might go pretty much where
they liked. The raiiroad is where it ought not to
be ; itis brought over the highest land in grades
of 70 feet to the mile, when if they went north
of the Ardoise hill the grade would be only 80 at
the most. I did not think Mr. Forman a com-
petent man for the work, not that I knew &ny-
thing against him one way or the other, but
could find a hundred men in Hants that could
select o better route: The member for Newport
used to .complain because it was carried so far
from hig handsome village ; but now he is silent
on the subjeot.

Ilook »u the railr ad with much interest, and
dislike extremely any altemjts to obstruct the
works, or to injure it. The rate of travelling has
been spoken of, but there are good reasons for
the slow poce, and they runrapidly at times,
where the road is straight, 1 was pleased at a
Nova Scotion being appointed as chief engineer, -
but he did not seem to take a deep intercst in
the work, and I think it would have been better
if he never came to the provinee in that eapacity,
[ wish him no barm however. The government
has been cailed weak, by those who wish we were
weals, but weak though we may be, they will find
us strong encugh yet. I hope that the resolution
will have the effuct, before next eleetion, of mak-
ing the country think more seriously than they
have ever yet thonght of us, being for no other
purpose than to obstruct.

The Protestant Alliance affair bas made much
noise, but the agitation bas bad but little effect
politically, on the minds of judicious men.,  Are
not the Catholics the same now as when they
sapported the liberals? I have always nssociated
with people of that denomination ; I was warned
on coming to the house, respecting the side I
should take so as to save my coat from being torn ;
but I have expcrienced no difficulsy in that re-
speet, from being on this side of the house. The
cause of all thistrouble is because the Catholics
left the opposite side, and some revenge is sought
for, The country knows that. and I scarcely be-
lieve that there is a man in the provin e who is
ringure on this question as urged by the opposi-
tion ; the object is merely to obtain power back
again. If that were settled the'action would be
very different. I hope that after ¢o-day all will
be set to right; the country islockiog at our
proceedings, sceing us squabbling as formerly,
aud thus.eccupying valuable time’and’ ¢alising
obstruction to the public business. Some men in
the house are fond of speaking; and some of them

we like to bear. others agaih say little ; but we

pay too much for the whistlé ; the four or fiv
hours’ epecches cost the céuniry’ fvo tnuch, an
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what do they amount to, except efforts to ohtain
power again? I have thought repeatedly of
Lrivging in a resolution lor the reduc.ion of
salaries of ull officers of goyernment,—that might
have some effeet on these squabbles about places
of profit and emoluments, Men now want to get
from the treasury all they can,—if salaries were
reduced excitement might be lessened and good
men be obtained who would act for the public
Lenefit, :

Mr. Kimnrad.—I hardly koow what are’ the
points of debate. The real nestion seems set
aside, and olmost every thing else introduced.
Similar debates have occupied much time in for-
mer sessions, It would be well to keep gentlc-
men to the question, if an early decision is de-
sired.

Mr. Wier.—The hon. member from Falmouth
says that he did not vote on the Mines and Mine-
rals; but he did, and subsequently in conversa-
tion admitted that he did, and that be did wrong
and was sorry for it, ‘

Mr. Cucrenin expressed some denial,

Mr. Wier.—I did not intend to speak on the
cquestion, Mr, Speaker ; but I scem called to do
so,and do not wish to shirk from daty. Surprise
has been expressed at the bringing of the amend-
went here.  There is a good rule in Banking In-
stitutions, to the effect that at the end of every
financial year every customer’s account is sent
for his signature ; his vame is supposed equiva-
lent to approving the business of the year, and
the account -is closed. So one reason for the
resolntion before the house is, that when gentle-
men go to the hustings at the next elec.ion they
will bave an opportuanity of staling, if they vote

"against the resolution, that they approve of all

the acts of povernment—that they had delibe-
rately endorsed all of them. Thus, when wen-
tlemen speak of disapproving particular acts,
they may be shewn their endorsement, amounting
to aw approval of lowering the fag—turning
men {rom office aud abusing them afterwards—
squandering the finances, and so on. All these
are considered as subseribed to, in voting on the
resolution. It is a useless tusk ror me to attempt
to argue for the purpose of convincing gentle-
men opposite.  In reference to that, argument is
usclesss ; justice is a matter of little moment—
all is cast to the winds. No matter how good a
case may be, proof is of small value, except a
man suceuwnh to the powers that be. I believe
that dismissals made by the governmeént arc
enough to censign it to disgrace, Look to the
case of Mr. Forman, was there ever an act in any
country like that—and towards 8 man whe for
probity and integrity is not exceeded in the
country?. Not satisfied with depriving bLim of
office; his weans of living, the machinery of
government was hrought to bear on bis devoted
head ; and what hed be'done? He defended the
couniry last year when a-claim of £70,000 was
made by certain contractors, Do any one be-
lieve, if the goveroment could erect a bastile.
that they would not put bhimin one of. its dun-
geons? Some men’s character.is as dear as their
lives, as it ought tobe. I condemn the system
adopted . by the government press of trying to
d<fame men dismissed . from office. When Ahad
coveted the vineyard. of Nahod, he offered him.a
consideration for it at first, but evil counsel in-
duced bim-to alter that coarse, apd 40 get.up an
accusation against him ; gnd.then he took away

N
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his property. That is the practice follawed.
Look at the dismissal of the Sheriff recently,
The Scriptures say & man may be condemued ou
the evidence of two witnesses, but he was con-
demned on one. while three gave conlrary testi-
mony. Gentlemen do not like lo hear remarks on
thisquestion, they say that government is as pure
as a sheet of white paper,—and they ask, why
trouble the country with these things? I an-
swer, that they may have an opporlunity of
rescinding their votes on the acts of goverament.
I raised my voice on a former occasion, saying
that the change would canse the railway to bo
destroyed. It is now being o, and to the effect
of destroying the country in the way foretold, A
wman might build o ship and work it advantage-
ously, if he tooks the right course i building. aud
provided the right caplain,—bat if ke did not
take the proper course, would it not zuin him 7—
A wise plan may be cartied out, hat if it iy not,
the work may ruin those who attempt it.  The
public works of the country, in the hands of
Judicions men. may be a blessiag—in the manner
now treated they would be its riin,  Look to the
tinancial difficnities arising from it, which the
coantry will not get over for years, Oune reason
why I would turn eut the goveramens is. that I
belicve another year's reekloss expenditure on
that, would put the province back for ten years,
Why is that? Because those who have charge of
the railway ave it cuemies, and always were. A
gentleman laughed at moe receutly, in the lobby
of the house, saying that he told us it would ruin
the country ;[ auswered that I knew i would, in
such hands as his, Iis management causes men
in the country to refuse travelling on it, saying
they can travel cheaper by means of teams, Was
that the intenlion in expending a million of
nosey, lo s0 wanage the work that peopis are
afraid to use it, and will not pay the freight ?
The iuternational railway has been subject of
mach remark ; but it szems strange that a g0V~
ernment, always the encmies of ruilways, should
send & delegation to England in reference to that
proposed road. The leader of the government
opposed the only tangible scheme ever broaght
Lefore the country for an intercolonial railway,
He spoke formerly against the plan. as contrast-
ed with the Portland line, and now, when by his
instramentality, and that of his friend, Mr. Jack-
son, the Portland line is established, we are to
have the other also. I observed recently, that
ten or fiftcen members of the Cabadian parlia-
ment, ascocia‘ed with inbabitants of Portlandy
petitioned the parliament of Canada foran act o
incorporation for the purpose of coustructing a
Pacific railway, Portland to b the outlet, Who
have we to thank that Halifux is not the oatlet ?
Those, who send dclegates bome when the object
is fruitless ; when our own engagements would
prevent the province taking up the work, even if
the ohject were not destroyed by arrangemen ts
clsewhere.  These are the men to take charge of
railways; a pretty affair they have made of the
oae in hand., Mach has been said of Catholic in-
fluguce, and the government deny such influence.
I'think it unfair, 80,000 inhabitants to have no
influence ; they had much under the former gov-

For twenty years was the party oppo-

ernment,
site the Q%pouenls of those who wished Cathglics
urg to be the same in the cyes of the

and all gthe
ere we blamed f{or while strugeling

law,  What we :
for the.righteot all? What were we called by
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those who now call me higot? I deny the
zharge ; I am no bigot; I go for equal rights.
hut pot a hair breadth beyond that. I say
nething against any ones religion,—but I want
no system by which any oue religion shall
have too much power.  Better to live under the
British constitution which accords every mun his
right.

One matter not spoken of in this debate is the
sale of public bonds. The fact, T helieve s that
they were scld to the amouut of £30.000 sterling
last year at par, when they wore worth ten per
cent, in England. I might have boaght as well
as Mr. Almon, and paid 5 per ceat, ; but that
would not put so much moncy in the pockets of
others. Why did not the Receiver General ad-
virtse the large amount of bills he had for sale.
as the Commissariat do3:s?  If Lapplied for bills
to the Receiver General the answer would be
they were all promised. Itwould be essy for
me, if I bad the entre of his office, to enquire the
pries, take the hills, go out and sell them at con-
sider ble profit. It was a nice busiaess, which
I might like to be in myself, under conditions.
I churee gen'lemen opposite wi b incapacity and
squand 1ing the people’s money,  Tlat is pisin
langoaze. I do uot wish to give offence, but
speak a T thivk.

The member for Falmouth may talk as he
likes abent ¢ fraud and forgery,” and some in his
county mwy recolleet the terms, but it would
take 200 votes such as he alluded to, to neurralise
the vote at the other side. The retarn of Mr.
Sii h exhibited a great change. Look to Col-
chester also, and a neighbouring county, where
the government dare not meke a certsin appoint-
mert. They did not like to “ trouble the peo-
rle.” they said ; but we know if they con’d get &
vote by doing s3, they would care little about the
trouble. Some gentlemen opposite are mistaken,
and they will find that out. Thry obtained
power by accident—the people were not consul-
ted at all; when they are, many of them will
10t be back again. Some may be sure——one
gentleman smiles at me—but if I took a certain
course I would be surc also, That, however, 1
could not adopt.

Hon. Fiwaxciar Secrerary.—I do not sup-
pose that the hon. gentleman wishes o cause pub-
lic damage by his statement about the bonds, and
therefore [ think he is mistaken  When he sces
the papers on that subject he will fi id that be is.
Bonds do not always bear the same price ; how
did Sir Gaspard LeMarchant obtein bonds at par,
while others paid four per cent? That was un-
der the former government, and it tends to illus-
trate the fluctuating price of such secu:ities.
The Bonds would nct command 3 per ceut this
sammacr.  (Mr. Wier— Why not apply to Baring,
or to me, or some one else ) Fiuancial Secre-
tary continucd—Mr. Almon’s name has blen
mentioned in conneciion with o ning bonds at
a low.r price than they were selling for in Eng-
land. I explain: the formcr government con-
tracted a debt with Mr. Almon of £16,000—and
with Mr. Konny of £20,000, and another with
the Bank of Nova Scuotia, £56 000, which they
had no right to do, btcaunseahs law direted
certain mode under sach circumstances. 1 do
not say the debts were contracted wrongfally—
they might be expedivni. It might be possible
‘that bonds would not float in the English mar-
ket ‘Thas alzo we might be called on for mooey
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and not be in a condition to meet the demands.
So it was. When Mr. Almon gave the loan, he
ohtained debentures as collateral security. s
had a right to do so0,.and when he could maxe
morc in the Americin market to demand pay-
ment.  He said to us, you owe me £16,000, [
gave you no specitied credit, and I want the
money. We spoke of not contraciing the debr,
ol deficiency of money— of difficultics in conse-
quen ¢ of the state of commercial affuirs, and
o¥fered him bonds, wishi»g an exfended credit.
ile said mno. We therefore sold debentures in
En_land and paid the demand; but we cou'd not
prevent him from sfterwards ciming into the
market and purchasing, if he wishe'l. There
was nothing wrong, except an unforiunate go~
vernment getting hold of a country almo v bank-
rupt hy mism  nagement, with a public work to
b. completed, which began st the wrong plce
and terminared at the wrong place. (The Finl.
Sec'y was about to proceed when he was remin-
ded by hou. Mr. Howe that h's remarks were cn-
der~tood tn be in explanation.)

Hou. Arrorney GeNpran.—So mueh for il
iustration of the inexpediency of discussing these
que-tions until the facts are here. I hope tie
cood sense of members will cause them to ab-
stain from sabj cts which will be before the house
regularly when the papers are broughtin.  Mem-
hers should keep to the guestion.

Hon. Mr. Younc.—If the rule were applied to
hoth sides it would be well. I do not pretend to
form an epinion on +he quostion of bhonds at the
present timz; by and bye, however, we will have
the papers. We canvot keep any of these points
from discussion on the proposed vote. By the
rezolution we are asked to record our opinions on’
every act of government. He who votes against
it is supposed to be for all the acts of govern-
ment; they who vote for it to wish for change.
TlLe Parliamentary ru'e is plain.

Hon. Atroryey Gexerarn.—1 allow the rule,
I only allude to the speaking on that of which
there are no pariiculars before the house. The
time is not appropriate.

Hon. Mr. Youwe.—I did hear of dehenture;
selling at par ; the government may have been
obliged to do so. But what seemed stranse was,
as alledyed to se!l here at par, while in London
they were at a premium. 1 will move for papers
concerning preminms and sales, The govern-
ment may be able to explain why they sold to
the amount of £30,000 at par.

Hon. Prov. SecreTiky.—When the papers
come down the hon. genileman who complained
will be placed on tie defensive himself. He wiil
be ca'led to defend his own government.

Mr. Wier.—Reason can be given why bonds
were low at the time alluded to. The hen. gen-
tleman’s friends were doirg what they could to
depreciata the sccurities. It was found expe-
dient then to sell bonds at par anywhere. Dil
noi the member for Yarmouth publish a letter
dencuncing the whole schewms 2 .

Hon. Prov. Seorivary.—That would not

cause the kxecutive to sell to favorites at par,

and to others at 4 pér cent. We will not only
viadicate ourselves, bus throw back the charge.
Mr. McFarnane said -1 did not intend to
have speken on this measure, baviag heard noth-
ing from the opposition which would bhave
wabtranted me In occupyingthé time of the house';
and shonld-have remained silent. bat for the
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stalement of the bon. member for Halifax that
the object of the resolution was to pin members
down to a rccord of their votes in order that the
constituencies of the several counties might be
enahled to pass sentence on the conduct of their
representatives at the ensuing election. I trast
the hon. gentleman may be enabled on that oc

casion to shew his own coustitucuts such reasons
us will ensure him a continuance of their favor.
We are asked to pass an opinion on the resolution
generally, without the necessary papers or material
for furnishing a correct jodgment on the hon.
gentleman’s awendment, and without any definite
charge being made against the government. One
speaker urges as a suffirient reason for sustaining
the vete of want of contidence, the proceedings of
the government in reference to the Railway,
asother the silly slory of the flag, avd another
thatof closing the officzs.  They produce assertion
without proof, and ask us to divide and record
our voles upon measures on which we have no
data to form a correet judgment. The hou. mem-
bor for Windsor treats all these questions as mat-
ters of mainor import,.and supports the amend

ment solely on the ground of Carholic ascendancy,
and, sir, T am willing to go back to my covstituents
as a Protestant to a thoroughly Protestant
county and defend any act cf the government of
which [ am cognisant, having, as he supposes, a
tendency to exhibit danger to the country from the
predominarcy of that body ; nor have I, sir, much
doubt as to the result of the appeal. The gentle.
men opposite seem to have a singulav love for
these annual censtitutional dehates, and so long
as they continue in opposition these may be ex-
pected toarise year by year, even although, asad-
mitted by them, they hive no hopes of rucceding
in their motion, and their action can only lead toa
useless consumplicn of the time ot this house. If
we are thus lo expend our time in the fruitless
discussion of questions, which can lead to no bene-
fictal result, it little comports with the true
dignity of this house, and will cerlainly not con-
duce to the benefit of the country. Geutleman who
come here to transact the public business, it coms
pelled to sit and spend their time in this manger.
will feel less and less inclined to return. and I

one am not willing so to occupy the atlention
the house,  When the papers 1n reference to th
several matters alluded to by the hon. leader of
Ihe oppusition are brought down by the govern-
ment, we will then Ly in o condition fo judge
them by their acts, and until those facts are dis-
closed, I certainly am content to, and feel war-
ranted in, recording my vole in opposiiton to the
amendment proposcd by the leader of the opposi-
tion to the address,

Mz. Henry s1id—1I do not rise for the purpese
of addressing the house at any length on the
issues presented for our consideration by the hon.
aud learned member for Invernese, nor should I
have addressed the House at all were it not that
he made sotme remarks persoual to myself, the
tendency of which did not exaotly strike my ear
at the time they were delivéred, but which have
since been published. He having endeavored to
convey an incorrect impression respecting me to
the public at large, it becomes my duty to vindi-
cate myself fromi charges emanating from a quar-
ter so high. His remarks may be read in places
where an humble individusl’ like myself may
never have been. hesrd of, and ‘therefore some
reply to his observations seerns negessary,
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The hon, gentleman commenced his address
the other day by stating that he hoped the de-
bates of this House would not hereafter be charac-
terised by the rancorous personalities of past
discussions. I felt pleas d to hear him express
thut hope. For my own part, sir, during the
sixteen or eighteen years that [ have been in this
agsembly I have always endeavored so to comport
myself as to offend no one ; but the hon. grntle-
man before he sat down violated his own position,
and went somewhat out of his way to make a per-
sonal atteck agninst myself, referring particularty
to my action in separating myself from the hon.
gentleman and those who aet with him. With
that I shall deal fully,—but allow me first to sayr’
that his remarks in reference to the delegntion
seemed to me particularly out of place. The ne
cessary information was not before the House,
nor did the hon gentleman presume to condemn
the action of the government in terms, but made
some peculiar remarks on the persons appointed
to perform that public duty. As s public man I
am aware that my acts are public property, and
ag such open to the freest canvass and remark,
but when an honorable gentleman presumes to
give a history of any trapsaction, it is bat justand
fair that he should go into the whole subject. The
hon. gentleman did not adopt that course ; in the
nature of things he could not have pursued it, for
as I have previously stated, the discussion was
prematuare.. This is the only reply I shall give at
the present moment to his remarks on the dele-
gation.

Now, siv, the hon. gentleman was pleased to
make the following remarks persenal to myself.
Touching the minute of Council respecting Mr.
Wilkins, and the reference to my porliamentary
experince, he said * some part of that experience
.perbaps he might have been better without. *

To this I got up very good humouredly, and
without any intention of creating undue excite-
ment, or arousing unnecessary ire, replied--
‘“ that I perfectly agreed with him in opinion.”’
It is not necessary for me now to say to what
part of my parliamentary experience, in con-

mection with the hon. gentleman, I referred to.
e%*

¥ mind might, however, huve been directed to
& period a little antecedent to the time he refer-
red to. Bat, sir, to whatever period or circum-
stance I alluded, it wns intevded merely asa
piece of good natured badinage,—anl the asperi-
ty with which he replied led me to believe that
something had gone wrong with him ; that Le
was disappointed, chogrined, in bad temper about
something, and that I being the first unfortunate
individual who fell in his way, came in for the
whole force of his preconceived anger, and he im-
mediately went to charge me with having aban-
doned my party, and violated every rule of poli-
tical ruorality, and every principle of honorable
obligation, and he would have blushed to hig
iu:gost soul to have done what I was not ashamed
to do.

Now, sir, I ask the hon. member if he did not
desert and sbandon his own principles, and if
this debate affords the only instance of his vaceil-
lation. The commentary which the remavk [
have quoted afford to the expressed hope of keep-
ing the'debate free from personal remark—is not
the most striking instance of the hon. gentleman’s

abandonment of expressed opinions to whick I
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could refer. DBut, sir, even in reply I shall not
fullow the bad example which he hasset? What
had my retivement in 1857 to do with this debate?
In what respect was the position of the govern-
ment effected by that act? The house will at
once perceive that the reference was unnecessary
and gratuitous. But the hon. gentleman says
¢ e would have blushed to his inmost soul, &e.”’
Well, sir, I have been acquainted with him for
many years, and bave not noticed that many
blushes sufficed his face ; he has occupied a
variety of positions. I have seen him in the full
flush of victory and also in the hour of im-
pending danger, when it became nccessary to
defend his own acts, and in many instances
when a suppoerter of that hon. gentleman I
have heen pleased to see how ably he could
make the wrong appear the better reason.—
Whether ke had occasion to blush or pot I will
not eay, but certainly his blushes, if any, have bzen
but few. Iadmit the obligation which binds every
honorable mind to maintain inviolable the rules
which should govern confidential communication ;
but, sir, references like these should be spared
when the hon. gentleman well knows that shortly
after my resignation I applied to the Lieutenaut
Governor for his leave to vindicate my public
conduct, of which I have nothing to conceal.
Four or five times, also, have I asked the hon.
member for Inverness to withdraw the honorary
obligation which sealed my lips, and give me
permission to free myself, as I easily eculd from
every imputation of improper conduct. From
peither the Lieut. Governor, nov the hion. gentle-
man have I obtained that permission.

Now, sir, I Fave heard from many quarters
that the hon. and learned member for Inverness
undertook to give a false representation of a pri-
vate confidential conversation which took place
Letween the hon. gentleraan and myself at his
own house. I ask him if he did undertake to do
so ;—and ifso I ask him to permit me, not pri-
vately, but openly and pullicly to explain what
occurred at that meeting. Since that conversa-
tion took place my lips have remained sealed and

I now invite him to conceal nothing but to have.
the most free and cpen canvass of all my acts.

Secrecy may do mueh for his position-—nothing
{for mine.
I could not help remarking what occurred the
other day when the hon. gentleman opened this
" debate.
ness, and imbeeility ; but while he was making
these reflections what pesition did the hon. gen-
tleman himself occupy, what spectacle did the
opposition present? ke was moving an amend-
ment to the ¢ Answer’’—which might have been
presumed to be the act of the whole body—and he
gave many reasons why in hisopinion the govern-
ment had forfeited the confidence of the country.
He was followed by the hon. member for Windsor
who declared that many of the reasons given by
tie bon. leader of the opposition could not be
considered because the information necessary to
arriving at a right and just conclusion was not
before the House. Did not his whole speech tend
to the effect of saying—*¢ You are not the leader,
you are not fit to be the leader ; the reasons you
have given for opposing the government are meve
flea bites, the only question before the House is
the great question of Protestant and Catholic.”

He taunted the government with weak-,
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Now I agree with the hon. member for Windsor 3
but surely sir, this dizsension in their own camp
was an evidence of anything but the strength of
the opposition ; and if the government be not
strong, of which there is but little evidence, the
opposition are much weaker and less united.
Now, sir, can it be averred that the strength of
the opposition consists in the Parliamentary tact
of its leader.

I saw by a newspaper that the government was
to be overturned, and that we were all to be sent
back to our constituencies; if the Lon. leader had
had really any serious grounds for entertaining
such a belief they were dispelled by the hon.
member for Windsor, who admits that the motion
is but a mere flourish of trumpet and cannot be
carried.

In what position, therefore, does the discussion
of this question put the opposition ; they are here
seeking to obtain a division on a vote of want of
confidence which they admit cannot be carried.
How then will the government stand if the motion
be lost? Will not the action of this House amount
to a direct vote of confidence in the administra-
tion? Itmust be apparent to every man capable
of understanding the guestion that such will be
the case, and that the parliamentary tact of the
leader of the opposition bas laid the government
under the deepest obligations for procuring for
them such an unequivocal and unanimous expul-
sion of the continued confidence of their friends
and supporters.

Catholic pressure has been spoken of by the
hon. and learned member for Inverness, but I can
prove that it wasnot that which broke up the
government. If it were, I would consider myself
in & wrong position, but I am prepared to main-
tain that position, and’ think it correct, I call for
evidence of what he says, and which has been
publicly denied. Iassume some little reputation,
I am here with a full knowledge of circumstances,
and eonsider myself in a position to call on him
for proofs of his assertions. I have never heard
sush proofs, and have asked for them before. I
make this statement without temper, and delibe-
rately ; when the member for Inverness is prepa-
red to absolute me from secreey, I willbe prepared
to go into the question thoroughly.

Hon. Mr. Howe—I hope the member for Inver-
ness will give the leave,—it has been asked for
vepeatedly,—the member ought to have it ;—the
curiosity of the House-is exeited.

My, Henry.—I thank the member for Windsor
for the suggestion. It was not the pressure of
the Catholics that broke up the government. I
deny that such pressure existed, if it did it was
unknown to me. After the dismissal with which
my name has been so much connected, when the
government adopted the suggestion of the mem-
ber for Windsor, the Catholics did not go over ;
for days the opposition were in doubt what course
would be taken, and the member for Inverness
thought that some of the Catholics would vote for
him. It is said that the Catholics left the govern-
ment. I am prepared to show that the govern-
ment left the Catholics. - The hon. member only
made nssertions, and at present I am only called
to give denial.’.If facts are adduced, I will be
prepared to give such explanationsas I think will
satisfy the country that there is no proper ground
for the statement, My position has been various-



PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 41

Iy misrepresented, and I asked here for
enquiry. I think the leader of the opposition was
influenced more by feeling than sober Jjudgment,
in making the remarks of which I complain, and
I regret that they were made, on his own account,
and no more. He did not add to his position in
so speiking. The hon. gentieman referred to
Speakerships and Financial Secretaryships, in
relation to the pressure of Catholics ; but I en-
quire whether the gentlemen alluded to pressed
their claims on account of religion? When the
late Mr. MoLeod was refused, did any Catholics
withdraw in consequence? His reason for retir-
ing, as stated in his letter, was personal ill-treat-
ment from the member for Inverness. Why not
state in specific terms the instances of undue
pressure, if such exist? Are the reasons given,
the only reasons that can be assigned, for asking
the country to come to the conclusion ? Is the
fiag and  ths closing of the offices the ground of
the charge? Tt is said that straws show which
way the wind blows, and are these the indications
complained of? The dismissal of a servant for
doing what he saw done by teveral protestants of
the ciiy has been spoken of, and are the
government unworthy  the confidence of the
country becauge they did not ask such dis-
misgal?  What inference is to be drawn
from all this? The government denies partici-
cipating in lowering the- flag, the deny the
closing of the offices as a government act,
The newspapers said that only ‘or the opposition
of Protestants they would have continued closed H
but a Catholic to'd me, that when he heard of
the circumstance he exerted influence to prevent
the closing, knowing the use that would be made
of it by the opposition. But if Protestants eaus-
ed withdrawal of any such intent, does it not
disprove the undue influence of Catholics 7 After
all, these are small matters on which to upset a
government. Instead of such, look 10 the consti-
tution of the government, and the public offices,
and see whether in reference to these undue pres-
sure has been used. In the governmentno (Ca-
tholic draws a shilling ; the other offices are
about as they were under the former government,
The member for Inverness and the member for
Windsor, love the pressure for some 20 years,
while they were supported by that body. Only
for such interest the member for Inverness him-
self would not be in a position to move the
amendment before the House, Does he. reflact on
his position, in the constituency he represents.
Was he sent here to denounce Catholies, to divide
them from political influence ? He talks of blush-
ing, but if he can reconciie his conduct, I leave
him the fask. DBefore he casts reflections, let
him enquire whetber he has been faithful to the
trust reposed in him. I ‘ask the House not to
suppose that the people of the country are chil-
dren, to change 4 government for the reasons given.
If there are other reasons let them be stated. If
charges are made without proof, and if proof be
not given when called for, what does it amount
to? Let-gentlemen opposite be guided by the rule
which governs such matters eléewhere. Lot them
give instances of pressure, the times and the oc-
casions  Let thern say the Catholics asked this
and that, and endeavoured to force their views
by any threats of oppesition. Let them shew, I
say, even one instynce, thé charge is serious; and
. 5 As N
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deliberately made, and should be examined as-
cordingly. Two years have passed since the oc-
currence complained of. The member for Inver-
ness has the whole information at his digposal. —
I{e has made the charge, I ask him forthe proofs,
It he can establish his charges I will fecl that I
have been acting improperly for the last two yeors,
Knowing that such evidence cannot be adduced,
I take the position I do ; the true one, ag I think,
under the circumstances. I have made these ob-
servations coolly, and in answer to remarks by the
member for Inverness, which were of a nature
such as I am thankful I never had occasion to
use in the house. I hope that I will always have
the bearing of decency, never to make charges,
except I am prepared to give evidence according-
ly. When I see such charges against mysalf ag
having ¢¢ violated every rule of political morality,
and of honorable obligation,” I ask him to prove
what he says. Ideny them. If he isin poss s-
sion of proofy, here is the place ; I ask for them 5
if he can not produce them I ask him to withdraw
the charges made, or stand convicted of preferring
them unjustly. ‘

‘ Wiensespay, Febraary 9.
The bonse met at half-pust two o’clock. The
adjourned debate was resumed.

Mr. Wapz said :—I had occasion at an earlier
part of this debate to remark, thatit did not
seem esseutial that I should mingle in the discus-
sion, for from the mode and style in which it was
counducted —and because of the want of necessary
information, we were not in such a position as
secmed to commend itsell to the respeci of the
country ot the house; but since I ind a detep-
mination evinced to protract the discussion to an
unreasonable and unveecssary length—and each
member seems to think it incambent cn him to
deliver his views at length—in the language of
the “ ready letter writer”’—I also, Mr. Speaker,
have concluded to say to my consiituents, I
write you those few lines to tell you I am well,
and bope you are thesame.” (Laughter.)

1 have said, sir. that the debate is useless and
anprofitable.  Why do I say s0? The amend.
ment of the hou. and learned member for Iaver-
ness s based on the assumption that the speech
feom the Throne has really nothing in it.  That
<pecch and the answer have been so designated
by the opposition , we may fairly assume, then,
that in neither is there to be found anything to
call for this amendment, and that the action of
ihes hon. and learned leader of the opposition and
his party, has been taken for the purpose of find-
fng an outlet for their pent up feclings of dislika
towards the administration—and of sending to
thie conntry theiv long speeches, with the olject
of making political capithl out of them.

I complain, aud I think every member of this
boase has a right to complain, that this debate
has been forced upon us prematurely, before the
intormation neeersary to enable hou. gentlemen to
arrive at & soynd and correct couclusion, as to
the questions referred to by the hon. leader of
the opposition, could be laid on the table. The
dismissal of Mr. McLean, of Mr. McCully, of
Mr. Forman, the délegation and other maliers of
material interest and import have been dragged
into thie discussion ; and I with others, as public
men, are asked to condemn the adwministration
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on exparte statements, unsubstantiated by tes-
timony, unsupported by facts. The publie docu-
mentg, affidavits and correspondence connecetid
with these matters must Le submitted Hefore 1
will congent to deal with questions of great mag-
nitede and imporiance to the people of this
country. Isit fair or right to ask me as a pub-
lic man to deal with public questions on idic
words, rymors, slauders or vague reports?  Such
a coqrse of conduct would be heneath the dig-

nily of any private person, to say nothing of

adopting it iu a deliberative Assembly, I am
gorry, however, to say that this system is De-
coming but too prevalent, and that manyspeeches
are made here composed of but little clse. Take
that delivered by the hon. member for Newport.
It was made up of a rtale repetition of newspa-
per editorials—of old stories relating to the -
proper couduct of the Railway—the Hants clee-
tion, and a detail of the mede 1o which their ean.
vass had keen conducted—bow they acted, can-
vassed, voted ; and I certaiuly expected thuta
man of the standing of the bon, and learnced mem.
sr-for Colehester would not so far have forgot-
ten his position as to have recourse to this style
of argument, acd come here relaling conversa-
tions touching the grasshopper rate at which
the Rallway runs to Trure. While speakivg of
this Ruilway T cannot belp romarking on the
course pursatd by many of those who in com-
mon with myself aided in introdacing these great
public works iuto our country, and who are now
endcavouring hy every means in their power to
depreciate them in pablic estimation. [ assame
part of the responsibility altaching to those who
advocated the construction of Railways with
Provivcial funds, end should fecl degraded in
my own estitation if I could o far forget that
honorable cousistency which cv.ry public man
shonld strive 1o preserve, as to seek the destroc-
tion of that which is puartly the work of my own
bands.
We are told that the present administration
are enemies 1o responsible govermwent. From
~what has’ come under my personal knowledge in
the county of Dighy, 1 buve no hesilatiouin
gaying that the government has done more {o
dévelopy the principles of responsible govern
ment, in the appointment of an officer ynder the
government—thereby cvidencing their general
policy—than the previous administralion ever
did. I bave always held that the Executive in
those matters should acquiesce in the suggistions
of those members who atford them their support.
Were it possible to afford bon. gentlemen the
information relating to the rubject to which I
have refeired, they would have no difficulty in
bringing their minds to the conclusion that my
stateuent is correct. .
The Maine Law, the Eloctive Legislative
Council, and Municipal Incorporation Bills, are
all oid tuckneyed stories, which have been dis
cussed iu the bouse time and again, and are en-
tirely forcign to the question now under discus-
gion ; por can they bave the slightest weight on
the mud of any wman to indace him to oppose
the admiuistration. The hon. member for Wind-
gor has huanself said, that these are all minor
matters, light as air, compared with the one
great question on which he inteuds to found aud
predi ate his own vote against the administra
tion. Me tells us that the Catholic body rules
the countyry, because they have given their aghe-
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sion to the present government. I am not a
Catholic, and yet I followed their example, nor
have Lever regretted the day I refused to assist
the hon. member for Windsor in proseribing that
body. Lt not hon, gentlemen imagine, heecaunse
they assert that proseriptionisnot on their banners
that the conntry will belicve them.  Their every
act exbhibits the desive of. and intention to, take
away from the Catbolics the privileges to which
as Nova Seotinns, they are fairly and justly en-
titled.  So odious to me has this gnestion become
that I hate its very name.—it hug become dis-
gueting, and, il I may use the expression, stinks
under the postrils'of three-fourths of this people.
What is at the bottom of the ery 7 Personal and
political aggrandizement—the desire to overturn
the gevernment and brivg back the opposition teo
pewer.  Disguize it as you may, this is the wain,
the sole object of thof who cry out wgainst
Catholic influence,—let thenm bat cross the floor
to-morrow, and the voices which vow denouusce
them would be hushed, They talk of Catholie
ascendancy, but forget that tnere iz such a thing
as Presbyterian and other denomivaticoal elan-
iem, and bigotry. The supporters of 1he opposi-
tion of the present day.l couceive, a ¢ bigots
and proscriptionists of the worst kind ; apd I
think I may fairly say, that they will never be
satisficd until they extort from 80 060 Nova Sco.
tians the political power which istheir birthright,
and degrade aud trample them under foob. Sir,
although I represent a Protestant township, with
but a bandful of Cutheies in it, yet T would for-
get my right haud before T could forget the pria-
ciples of civil and £ ligious liberty, which T have
always espouced, or unite myself with the bon,
menber for Windsor in his crusade against tne
Catholic body.

That hon. gentleman goaded to the last resort
of a political refugee. asks the Protestants to
band themselves together to destroy politically
80,0Q0 Christians in a Christion lard.  His vest
less spirit did not allow bim to remain satistied
with the estublishment of responsible government.
In a celebrated passage in his letters by which
this crusade was cowmenced, he suys—'* Let og
take a savvey, look rotind and sce what is next to
be done.” {le did so, aud after the ficld was
surveyed—alfter be had maturely looked around,
ke decided on making an attack on the liberties
of the people which it was bils previous boast o
have established. He grosdly insulted the Catho-
lic faith, and I think any reasonable and eandid
minded man will bear me out in the assertion
that had the hou. gentleman so insulted either
the Merbodist, the Baptist, the Presbyterian. or
the Bpiscopalian creed, all political union be-
tween himself and the members of those bodies
would have been thenceforth at au eud. Iean.
nob believe thers is a Catholic so degraded in the
Provinee as after Lis condact, to give bim poli-
tical support. Nor, sir. d» I belicve that any
Catholic can vote {ur that amcudment after the
observations made by the hon. and learned Jeader
of the opposition ; the course pursued by thag
kon. gentleman ginge the disruptiou of ibe Jale
government, bag ratified and sasctioned the ag-
tion of the hon. member for Windsor, so that
pow it is impossible to separate them in a politi.
cal point of view, they occupy the same platform,
they maintain and defepd the same. principles,
and if anything were wanting to define the post-
tion of the bion. and learned member for Inver-
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ness, it is to be found in his speeches, wherein he
openly annovnces his intention of controlling
the power of Catholies by establishing a govera-
ment on a purely Protestant hasis,

The hon, member for Windsor tells the house
that the country is waking up, that Protestant
influence is permeating throughout the land, and
doing political work, In fact, sir. both he and
the hou leader of the opposition do not disgnise
their belicf in a spuedy advent to power. 1 do
nat believe that their anticipations will be real-
iscd. Perhaps some Protestant bigotry may
bave been irflamed and excited, but Ido ao
think it bas extended as far as they imagine, If.
however, their predictions be justified by the re-
suly, I eball be content to remain at home, con-
scions of baving pecformed mwy daty to the
country in not yirlding to a principle that I he-
lieved to be autair and unjust,  ft may be truc,
Lut I have yet to Jearn that Novascotiavs are to
pin their faith on any one man:  The doetrine of
follow wy leader I never did bold; but while I
do not wnnecessarily ohstruct my party, but af-
ford them a steady and coneistens support, yet
gir. I claim the right of private judement and of
dittering with them whenever I conscientiously
entertain diverse opinions to those which they
hold on great public questions,

" Now, sir. since this debate commerced with
poetical cffusions, I way perbaps be pardoncd
for quoting one in conclusion, ™ The hon. and
learned leader of the opposition is going to the
country, his banuer bespangled with proscrip-
tion, and hopes to sacceed in retarning with a
majority at his back, to power. Sir, he may be
disappointed—the majorily may turn out to be
a minority, and the hon. gentieman be induced,
with that hapless woer of old. to exclaim, subiti.
tuting the people of Nova Scotia for Sally
Browp—
“Oh! Sally Brown—Oh! Sally Brown,
Why did you serve me so;
Dve met withh many a breeze before,
Buf never such a blow.”

Mr. Axxaxp said.—The hon. and learned gen-
tleman, who has just resamed his seat, asked this
house and the conalry on what this debate is
founded—what objuction there is to the address,
and what evidence there is before the house to
sustain the resolution moved by the hon, and
learned mewmber for Inverness? He says that
there is not a tittle of information before the
house enabling hon. members to form a prop v
conclusion upon the subjeets io which our atten.
tion has been directed. Let me remind that hon,
gentleman that when a change of gavernment
took place some two years since the hon. angd
learned Altorney Geueral porsued 8 course
exactly analagous to that now adopted by the
leader of the opposition. T ask the hou. member
for Digby this question: When the hon. and
learned member for Annapolis moved his want
of confidence resolution in 1857, what was there
before the house to justify such a recolution ?

Was it not entirely founded on out door rumors ?|

The hon. geotleman had heard by repert that
secessions bad taken place from the ranks of the
government, and he immediately sprang to hig
feet and proposed a resolution to the efftct that
the government had forfeited the confidence of
the heuse and the country.  With the experience
of his action hefore.us, I agk the house if the
leader of the opposition is not en tirely justified,
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[under the circumstances, in asking this house to

say whether the present administration do or do
not command the confidence of the people’s re-
presentatives? Sir, I think it will not be de-
nied that we are justified in appealing to this
house and through it to the conutry, and asking
their deeision on the great issue now presented
for cur consideration.

The hon. lcader of the Government informed
the house that so far from beeoming weaker, the
government had been growing stronger day by
day since ths Catholic body crossed the floors of
the house, and gave him the reins of power.
Sir, I was much surprised to bear him make that
statement. I do uvot hesitate to say that the
Execative is infinitely wenker now than it was in
1857, nor will I be at much difficulty to shew
gond and suificlent reasons for that statement.
It is well known to hon, gentlemen on hoth sides
that a member now abieut seceded from the Zo-
vernment at the lust session, and gave in his
adhesion to the opposition, I allude to the hon.
member for the Sowh Riding of Colchester. My
object is to bring the hon. and learned Attorney
General to look on this point and shew, from in-
controvertible facts and figures, that his state-
ment was inaccuraie.

Since the Iast session an cleclion has taken
place for the couaty of Colchester, ' The majority
of the late Mr McLellan—a most valuable and
efficient member of this louse, whose demise we
all regret sincerely—was, at the last election he
ran in that county, 167. To the year 1858, with
100 Catholics changing sides and voling directly
against the opposition candidate, the government
candidate who, if there had been no other change,
should have been returned by a niajority of about
33, was defeated, the son of the late member,
who I am glad to see here, and who will, I fe2]
assured, prove an ornament to the house, was re-
turned by 2 ‘majority of 385. Does not this con.
clusively shew that the qnestion put bufore the
peopie bave taken decp bold on their minds ?
Does it not prove that they feel how necessary, it
fias become to check the powers of an ecelesiag.
tical power, which is threatening the subversion
of our libertics. That is the conclusion to which
unprejadiced minds must come when they reflect
that 213 Protestant conservatives bave, in that
single county, changed hands,

A few months afterwards an election took
place for the county of Hants., All who listen
tome know how they bragged and boasted in the
organ of the conservative. party, which is sup
posed to be wrilten up by the pen and directed
by the genius of an hon. membver of the govern.
ment, of the signal defeat which the opposition
candidate would sustain  In that election, sir,
we had the singular spectacle of the hon, Provin.
cial ®ecretary, who, time after Yime, in this
house, bad denounced the course pursued by other
hon. gentlemen in going fato counties not their
own, and opposing those candidates who differ
with them in opinion.

Hox. ProviNcian SgorETaRY.—No,

Mr. Axsanp.—I may be mistaken as 1o {he ac-,
tion of the hon. Provincial Secretary, but every
member of the house will bear me out in the ag
sertion that the hon. and learned leader of the
goverament has time and again, in the hearin
of the Provincial Secretary and with his tacit ac-
quicscence, fulminated the thunders of his wrath
against this side of the house for pursuing that
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course ; yet we saw the hon. and learncd Attor-
pey Gencral and the then Provincial Secretary
attending in that county, organising, speechify-
ing, and preparing for that election. 1 ow did
they sacceed? My late friend Mr. Dimock was
retarned by 68 votes—and if the Protestant Con-
sorvatives had remained as they were when Mr.
Tiimeck won his election, the opposition candi-
date would hase been returned by a majority of
five or six hundred, Of 300 Catholics who voted
for Mr. Dimock, scarcely one supported the pre-
gent member, Mr. Smith—it follows therefore,
that bhis opponent should bave Leaten bim by
about 532 —instead of which the hon gentirmaw
who now sits on these benehes was retured by a
majority of 245 ; and the government, instead of
the gentlomaen on this side of the bouse, were
gotit ¢ cowering to the wall??  (Laughter.)

This will give some idea of the immense change
that bas taken place in Hants ecounty, bub we
have evidence still more pertinent and eonvine-
ing on this branch of the subjeet. Lock to Au-
napolis, when the bon. Attorney General ran his
clection in 1857, he bad a majority in that town-
ship of 225 ; Mr. Shaw, the present mewber, had
o majority of 101—showing a Protestant reaction
in ten months of over 181 votes. Again, sir,
when the hon. Provineial Sceretary ran his clec-
tion in 1856—his majority in Cumborland was
shout 252—it was reduced in 1857 1o 125,

Iion. Prov. SecrETARY —NO.

Mr., Axyavp—Then it was about 130.

1on. Prov. SecrETARY—No.

My, Axyaxp—I awm right within a few votes,
and feel guite confident that the difference docs
1ot exceed Sor 10 either way. Aund yet, sir,
with 200 out of 300 Catholics in that county
voting for bim who had changed sides, we fiud
Liw sitting here with a bare majority of about
130, which weuld have been 652 bat for the im-
mense Protestant reaction in that county at the
very inception of the new government

it was the habit of the hon. gentlemen opposite
to tauut us when they were in opposition fur not
Lringing down measures ; let me ask hew muny
measures have beeu cubmitted by thie present go-
vernment since they cawme into power?  But one ;

that relating to the Mines and Minerals, which |

they themselves boast they filched from the op-

praition, a boast in which I do not acquiesce. be-|
“in dignty, strength, and self-respect was the ad-

cause the gentlemen on this side of the IHousce
would never have consented and did not consent
to the passage of a bill which has extracted a
lurge sum from the Proviucial Treasury, and the
effects of which have only been advantageous to
he compaay that for a centary have held a monc-
poly of the Mines and Minerals of this country.
Trie, they had the hardihood to submnit for the
consideration of this House the Elective Legisla-
tive Council Bill, a measare which they could
niot carry, and on which they suffered asignai
acd inglorious discomfilure. Where is it row ?
lias the hon. and learned leader of the opposi-
tiou lost faith in the propriety and beneficial ef-
frets of that bill which with unwearied pertina-
city, he pressed on the cousideration of thix
Honse for years, occupying its time and distract-
jng the attention of public men from measures of
general public utility ? Or, sir, are we to con-
ciude that his faith in the strength of his govern-
ment is shaken and that he dare not test the
conse of this House on the principle of that bill
The hon. and learned leader of the opposition
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says, that the government is daily growing
stronger in the house and country Isitso?
Where is the evidence of that fact? Isit o be
derived from their acte 7 Letursce:  Last ycar
the goveroment had a supporter in this house in
the person of a Selicitor General.  This yeur we
have no such officer in the country.,  The vacan-
cy has occurred by the resignation of the honble.
and learncd member for the township of Pletou.
Why is it not {illed up? The arswer springs at
onge to the lips of every man acquaiuted with
the suhjecl: neeavse the government are not
strong cuough, They number among their sup-
porters sevi ral gentlemen belonging to the learn-
ed profession, eligible to the office, and yet they
dare not make the appointment, lest the example
of Colchester and Hants should be imitated by
the county to which the person appointcd would
be, nuder responsible government, neeessitated to
appeal, and a new evidence affurded ol the grow-
ing ivilnence of the opposition, and the rapid
weakuess of the government,

Again, sir, when one bon. member of the Upper
Branch of this Liegisiature passed away from this
mortal scene, not a woment was lest in appoint-
ing a gentleman frem Luneuburg. Mr. Creightou,
to fil} the vacancy. Of that sppointment T do
not complain, a more valuable and industrious
member never had a geat in this house, and he
fairly earned his elevation from the people of
this country., But how comes it that the vacaney
oceasioned by the death of an hon. gentleman
from King's has not yet been filled up? Does
the government refrain from makiog that ap-
puintinent because the seat is demanded by a re-
presentative of the people in this house, whose
appointment would necessitate a new cleetion Yor
that connty ? Do they abstain {from performing
th ir doty in this case also beeause they fear
that an election in that connty would result in
the veturn of ¢ member to this house opposed to
the government?  These, sir, are-the evidences 1
produce to shew that instead of Leing stronger,
the government are daily growing weaker and
weaker. There is, however, one other ilustra-
tion of the imbecility of the adrsinistration to
which I may refer. A couple of letters over the
signature of a conservative appeared in one of
the morning papers; a sirong government would
have disiegarded these effusiong—but vo wanting

ministration, that one of the supposed wrilers
was appolnted to o seat ab the Railway Board,
and the other to ihe office of Judge of Prohate.
B0 open and undisguised was their aclion in thuse
instancos, that a general and pervading belief
tuok bold of the public mind, that the ¢oly meoede
of obtaining a sitnation for a Protestaut suppor-
ter of the Executive, was to exhibit sigus of mau-
tiny, and the weak and vacillating advisers of his
Excelleney would at osce fiad them offices to
close their mouths.

The bon. Provincial Sceretary informed the
house that Mr, McNab was selected to fill the
office of Chairman of the Railway Board because
be was one of the most competent and eflicient
men in the country for the performance of the
duties connected with that office 3 he wight have
added because the government could not find in
their own ranks a man capable for the sitization.
He also stated that Messrs, Fryqr and Aunderson
had been retained at the Board to aid in carry-
ing on the Railway ; but the hon. gentleman for-~
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got to tell the house why it was that those two
wentlemen retired from the Board. Was it be.
canse Lhey approved of the dismissal of Mr. For-
man and the appointiment of Mr, Laarie ! Nay.
was it not becanse they resented the dismissal of
the former? Thea -+ were told that a Presby-
terian aud a Methodist had heen selected (o {il}
the vacancies at the Raflway Board.

Now, sir, I lay down this hroad principle that
no man should be appointed to office because of
his religious opinfons. I am a Presbyterian, but
[would not countenance for an insiant the ap.
pointment of a Presbyterian to office merely u pou
the ground that he belonged to that pariicnldy

denowination of Christians; nor would I care
if there was not a single Preshyterian in office iv |
this provinee, provided always that the offices |
were filled by well qualided persons—the right|
man in the right place. Thatl principle should!
not be recognized or acted on in any free coun-
try ; it is opposed to the well Leing of the state
aud should not be countenunced by any govera-
ment., ;

The hon. Provincial Seeretary quoted Mr. For-
man as the best anthority why Mr. Laurie shonld
receive £1500 a year. Ou this poivt let me say
that if Mr. Forman be the man he has been re-
preseuted by the Government in their organ,
then his testimony is of no value; but. sir, I do
uot believe this. I think that Mr. Forman has
expressed his convictions, honest convictions and
feclings—and yet this government, the members
of which do not scrnple to malign and asperse
his character—to wound his feclings—and de-
prive Lim of his living without canse, are content
to adopt his testimony when they find it necessa-
ry to bulster up thelr own unjust acd unprinei.
pled acts. Mr. Forman’s testimmony, huwever,
does not justify the payment of this enormons
walary to Mr. Laurie. He tells yor what he ex-
pected to receive when heloft the mother coun-
ry,—and we all know what he did receive. It
i clear chen that he was willing upon his arrival
here to take the amount tendcred him by the
gevernment, for be bield the offise several years—
performed the ost laborious portion of the duty
and reeeived only £937, while Mr. Laurie gets
£1500.

We are told of Mr, Forman's incapacity. What
I ask, @id Mr. Forman’s own collvagucs—the
men who gat at the Board with him and watehed
vith vigilance his procecdings, what did they
think of his eapncity 2 Ot his diligence 2 Of
bis integrity 2 What opinion did they entertain
of hioi as a man ?  Let me read a létier written
by those gentlemen to Mr. Forman immediately
atter he was g0 craelly and unjustly removed
from office,

¢ Ramway Orricg,
Halifax, 26th Aug., 1838,

SIR—As your connection with the Railways of
which you bave been the Chief Engineer since
their commencement in this Provioce has ceased,
and as your condnct in that capacity has been
constantly under our observation since the year
1854, we conceive it an act of simple duty to re-
cord our opinion of your unwearied diligence, ex-
ergy, and skill, and. our unabated confiden< in
your integrity. Qur intercourse with you. has.al-

ways been of the most friendly and confidential |

chiaracter, and in the emergeucies that have from
time to time arisen, we have found you Julty
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compelent to the duties of your office. We have often
marked your anxicty topush forward the works
with all possible celcrity, and to " economise the public
money, and, in parting with you, beg to assure
you of the siucere regard and csteem with which
we remain,
Y ouors, very truly,

Jas McNag.

W. Pryog. Jo.,

Jdxo. II. Axpirgon.™

(Signed)

J. R. Forman, Bsq.”

Hon. Provixeiat, SEoreTA RY,—Who wrote the
letter?

Mr. Axxaxn,—1I neither knew, mor care not
who wrote it; I am aware that Mr. McNab took
a night to reflect on the conscquences, and be af-
ter having maturely weighed its contents, affixed
his signature to that docuwent.

But enough, sir, these disinterested and compe-
tent judges have over their own signatures puh-
licly recorded their confidence in Mr. Ferman’s
“diligence, energy, skill, and integrity,”"—they
conld have no interest in bolstering up his cha.
ragter if they did not believe him entitled to the
praise,—1I suy these men certily as I have read—
and who are they that condemos him?  The 20-
vernmeut who find it necessary to excuse them-
selves from an arbitrary, unjust, and impropes
exercise of the power conferred on them by the
people.  Which of the tivo will obtain cridence
among the ‘people of tiis couniry canoot Dbe
doubted for an instant.

But, sir, the Provinoial Secretary tells you
that no passenger has yet lost his life on the Rail-
way. Small thanks to him for that. He 8uys an
engineer did lose his life under a previzus admi-
nistration, on one of the short eurves. He is in
error ; the accident alluded to occurred on one of
the straightest pieces of the road on the whole
line, near the three mile house, aud was oceasione
ed by his own recklessness in driving over the
line rapidly with an engine when the ice lay thick
on the rails. But, sir, another driver lost his
life under the present administration. F do not
charge that either on the administration or the:
Board of Commissioners, but somebody is re~
sponsible. [ ask, in all seriousness, who killed
Miles McDonald ?  He was running over the road.
at the rate of ten wiles an hour, bis death, there..
fore, can not be attributed to his own want of
discretion, Sir, the ciroumstance occurred on a
piece of road near Elmsdale Station, constructed
during. the last few months, which the govern=
ment ordered to be opened for traffic and teavel >
it was in such & wretched and unsafe condition
that in any of the States of the Union an injunc-
ticn would have bLeen obtained prohibiting the
working of that portion of the road. Upon it
Miles McDonald met his death, I ask again—
who killed him ? I will be prepared to prove out
of the mouths of their own' when the papers are
brought down, that the road was unsale, and that
the life of every passenger in every car that
passed over it was imperilled daring the transit.
From the evidence of an officer of the government
taken before the coroner’s jury these facts will
appear ; why were. they mnot published that the
public might. have an opportunity of forming

‘their own opinion ?

The hon. Provincial Secretary made reference
to the organ of the oppesition, and stated that bold
and unblushing mistatements had been propogat-
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ed by that paper, with respect to the dismissal of
Sheriff McLean. Sir, every word published in
the paper referred to, respecting that dismissal
can be corroborated by the facts. He told the
Louse that a memorial from a large number of his
constituency, insisting upon the dismissal of Sheriff
MecLean had been forwarded to him when in Lon-
don, and that o charge was preferred against that
¢fficer subsequently, ’

Hon. ProvisciaL Secrerary.—1 stated that I
found on my return that a charge had been pre-
ferred 5 it did not fullow my rcturn.

Mr Annanp.—Well that is but tweedle dum
aud tweedle dee. 'The memorial I refer to made
it a sine qua non that Sheriff McLean should be
diswissed, which the learned gentleman stys was
sent to him in London, and which was fullowed
by an affidavit from one of the saume parties, &
near connec.ion of the Ion. Provincial Becretary.

Hon. PROVINCIAL SECRETATRY. [Nuj [ said the
memorial and atlidavits were placed in my hands
after my return. The gentleman who made the
affidavit did not sign the memorial.

Hon. Mr. llows.—We had better adhere to the
rules of the Hyuse ; this is the fourth or fifth in-
terruption that has occurred already during the
delivery of my hon. friend’s speech.

Hon. AtrorNey GENEraL.—The interruptions
complained of are the necessary consequences
resulting from the discussion of a question before
the official information conuected with it Liag been
submitted.

Hon. ProvINCIAL SECRETARY.—It i3 impossible
ever to correct, by any subsequent speech, the
effect of words put into & member’s mouth. Ifa
mis-stutement be made, the answer should be
permitted on the instant, or it can never be effec-
tually vefuted. :

Mr. AnNAND.—The Provinsial Secretary has
misundersiood me 5 [ said, and say still, that the
person who made the affidavit was a member of
the party. I askhim, ifMr, McLean, instead of
being & member of the opposition, had been a
supporter of the government, whether we should
have ever heard of the memorinl or the affilavits ?
No, sir.  Gentlemen opposite may soy what they
pleage, but they cannot controvert the fact that
his dismissal was forced on the government. The
venerable chief justice did not know the politics
of Cumberland as well as members of this touse,
and acquies-ed in thet dismissal because he
thought the government wished it, and because
he believed that the testimony came from a
disintercsted witness,

The hon. Provincial Secretary also says that
the opposition press threatened the hon. member
for Inverness that if he did not come up manfal-
ly on the Catholic question the confilence of the
party would be withdrawn from him. I should
like to ask him to point to the passage and shew
me when and where that threat was used.

Hon. ProvinciAn SeoReTArY.—I[f the hon.
gntleman goes on categorically to question me
and put words in my mouth which I never utter-
ed,— L must reply to him. What I did say was
that the hon. aud learned lender of the opposition
had received significant hints that unless he did
so and so, the party might dispense with his ser-
viee ; I said therefore he felt it necessary to come
up to the mark.

Hon. Mr. Youse.—If there were any such sig-

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

pificant hints, they were entirely thrown away
on me. 1 never heard of them until they were
mentioned by the Provincial Secretary.

Hon. PrOVINCIAL SECRETARY.—] referred to a
letter which appeared in the Morning Chronicle
over the signature of a gentleman in the other
end of the building.

Ifon. Mr. Youna.—Oh ! is that all.

Mr. ANNAND.—Ther we ave told by the Provin-
cial Secretary that the opposition press had urged
the prosecution of the author of the Synodical
Letter, for blasphemy. Again, I ask, when and
where did this occur ? That statement was pub-
lished as having emanated from the lips of the
Rev. John Martin, a highly respectable minister
of the established church of Scotland. Again we
ave told that the opposition deny the Catholics
the right of private judgment ; sir, we never did,
but what we complained of wag that they did not
exercise that right—but were driven to the poll-
ing place a8 shecp to the shambles, at the dicta-
tion of one man. Why, sir, even at the present
day the hearts of many of the Catholics are with
us ;—they dislike their associates, and would be
cnly too glad if the opportunity were offered to
join us again. We quite understand the policy of
the Roman Catholic Church—they will help any
party that will help them. The interests of the
Church is superior to all other considerations,
and I have no hesitation in stating my belief that
if the leader of the opposition would only promise
them a Separate School Bill, they could command
the support of the Catholic body to-morrow.

The Prov. Secy. more than insinuated that we
were coquetting with the Catholics, and that we
held out the idea that they were insulted, because
Mr. McKeagney was passed over, and Mr. Fair-
banks was appointed tothe Land Office. T believe
gir, that some laughing remark of that kind was
made by the press, and not without reason. For
if the Provincial Seeretary had not held out the
idea that, at least, one head of department should
be filled by a Roman Catholic—and if that office
had not been promised to Mr. McKeaguney, who
came up here to take possesslon of, and would
pow have been installed in it, but for the pres-
sure of Protestant Conservatives in this city—
then that remark would never have been made.
Some of the rost influential supporters of the
government, in this city, threatened to withdraw
their support if Mr. MuKeagney was appointed.

PROVINCIAL SECRETARY.—No !

Mr. ANyanp.—I beg pardon—I can name the
men. The party with whom Iact in this country
have ever held the doctrine that ne party, no
body or elass of men should be preseribed. We
bold and ever have held that every man should
occupy the same position, and exercise the same
privileges—from those principles we have never
deviated an iota. 1 would not consent to give an
office or withhold an office from any man on ac-
count of bis religious opinions.

Now, sir, while on this subject, let me turn the
attention of the house to the Protestant Manifesto
of the 7th Mareh, 1857, which has been so much
misinterpreted. That document contains the fol-
lowing paragraph—and I give thig'in answer to
all that has been said witli refershee to the ory
raised against the opposition of their b:ing pros-
criptionists in principle i-—
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¢ Equal privilege to all sheuld be our motto,
ageendancy to none—proscription to none.”’

How then can’the hon. Provincial Secretary
with any face assert that we nare going to the
country with Proscription inscribed on our ban-
n:rs.  No, sir,—** prescription to none” is end
ever will be the motto of those who oppose the
present administration~—while the government
cannot endorse the sentiment, ¢ Ascendancy to
none’’~—because they have been, and are the
creatures of the Catholic body.

Sir, I was somewhat startled at a statement
made by the hon. and learned member for Sydney,
who declared that there was no Catholic pressure
on the late government,

Me. Henny,—The hon. and learned member for
Inverness said that the government was broken
up by Catholic preesure. [ denied that gfatement
and asserted what [ am willing 10 maintain, that
the hon. member for Windsor was the cause of
the disruption of that body.

Hon. Mr. Howe.—The hon. member for Sydney
has misstated facts over and over again, so that
I do not fecl it necessary to reply to him.

Mr. Anxasp.—1I am perfectly willing that hon.
gentlemen should have an opportunity of explain-
ing thewmselves—but these vepeated interruptions
look as though there was & design and intention
on the part of some hon. gentlemen to prevent me
from addressing the house. Now, sir, weare told
that the Catholics did not press for appointments
When the first Ruilway Board was organized, the
Halifax Catholic, which, it will not be deunied,
was the organ of the Roman Catholic boly, cun-
tained the siguificant hint that only one Catholic
had been appointed to the Board. Those who
deny that there was any Catholic pressure on the
late government, will find their answer in the
Roman Catholic organ of March 15, 1856, where,
in a notice to correspondents, we find the Rditors
holding the following language :

‘ Lutely, very many communications from
correspondents have reached us, requesting pub-
lication of their views of what they conceive are
deprivations.in the political field, under which
they are sutfering. The Catholic population, the
hurden of them sings, possesses an ubsurdly dis-
proportionaic share of the patronogein ihis Pro-
vince, and of all the offices of any importance
scarcely one s fillea by men of our creed.

#* % # # % * *

““ And we are now to learn that it always was
the amiable design of some of the persons belong-
ing to the party that Catholics espoused, {o receive
our votes, bul deny us any part of the power they
obluined.

¥ 0w % * #* * *

““On one occasion befors ‘'we remarked that
people linked themselves together for political
purposts, with only one intention,—the furthering
6f their own interest ; aud if any subdivisions of
a political sestion find that they are invariably
treated with ne:lect, they ave slaves or fools to
continue the connection longer, but sre obliged in
decency to their own views, to look for more pros-
perous openings for their exertions.”’ ‘

Is it not apparent, then, that the Catholie body
were dissatisied bicause office was not conferrel
on them ;—thas feeling “they expressed through
their organ,—théy did look ot for move ¢ pros.
perous openings.” ~And"when they thought the
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time had arrived they scized hold of the first ex-
cuse for deserting their old friends, and in a body
allied themselves to the Conservatives ; not upon
principle, not upon any great public question,
but simply because they desired to obtain an
ascendancy in the province, by shewing that they,
united and bound together by religious ties, could
make and unmake an administration as they
pleased. But, sir, there is still further evidence
of the manner in which the Catholic body sought
to dominute in this country. Let auvy man read
the letter of the hon and learned wmember for
Syduney, Mr. MeKeagney, a gentleman for whom
an office was created by the existing government,
aLd then say whether or not the Catholics pressed
for office ; the passage reads as fol lows :—

€ No sooner had Mr. McLeod’s resignation
taken place in 1856, and his opposition, tugether
with my own, been directed against Mr. Young’s
government, on the gronnd of their unjust excla
sion of Catholics from office, than Mr. Ward came
out in his paper, condemning our conduect, ranged
himself on the opposite side of the question, and
endeavored to stir up against us the hostility of
our constituent.®’

There it is, plain a3 A B C.  The opposition
Mr, McLeod and M. McKeagney was directed
against Mr. Young’s government on the ground
of ¢ their unjust exclusion of Catholics from
office.”

For Mr. McLeod as a man, I had the highest
respect, but thero were two objections to his ap-
~ppointment to office :—first, the state of his
health, and secondly, the fact that he was a law-
yer—for I b lieved that there were too many of
the learned profession in office at that time.

The hon. Attorney General says that the
Governwent is strong and is daily growiny strong-
er. The Provincial Secretary says the Opposition
ig factivus, and therefore the governmeut canunt
bring down and carry measures of public u:ili y.
Surely these statements are contradictory. If the
government is go strong these factionists could ot
prevent them frem carrying their measures. The
Provincial Secretary has oonelusively answered
the Attorney General, for it must be apparent to
all that a government which cannot carry mes
sures which they deem essential to the public
weal, has virtually ignored its functions, sud are
unworthy of the confidence of this house a-.d the
country.

The hon. Provincial Secretary read a Tong ex-
tract from @ speech delivered by Mr. Howe at
Preston in 1847, in which he ridiculed the ery
that he was labor ng to establich Cutholic ascend.
ancy. Who raised that cry? The newspapers
which then supported the hon. Attorney General,
and foremost among them the Christinn Messen.
ger, a paper, which then, as vow, reflocied the
opinions of the leader of the government. With
all our recent experience of the sggressive spirit
of that body, we are told that there is no Catholic
pressure, no danger of Catholic ascendancy ; bat
what said the Messenger of 1847. | quute o
couple of paragraphe from the No. of 11th J une,
1847. ‘ C : :

““ We stated it in our last a8 'our ‘opinion that
the great battle between Profeslantism wii Pope-
vy was about to be again fought over.?*

“Wedo not wish to speak more strongly on
this exciting subject, than'it real importunce de-
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mands.
conviction that our present position involves
interests of the utmost moment to the future
independence and welfare of the country,
Our only desire is that a calm and attentive
review cheuld be taken by the Protestant public
of the true nature of the marks which distinguish
the pretensions of a restless and incieasing por-
tion of their numbers, in order that whenever the
oceasion wuy call for it, thuse who traly value
the civil and religious blessings we enjoy, may be
ready to oppose an effectual barrier to their un-
reasonable and d mngerous encroachments.”’

Nor was this ery of Catholic ascenduncy con-
fined to the newspapers. It was counten.ueed
and encourazed by the h-n. Attorpey General
himself. 1t was the Conscrvative text at every
huastings 5 for we were then, as now, on the eve
of a General Election.

But, sir, we arce told that because the Liberal
party acted with the Catholic body in 1847—
therefore they stould not oppose them in 1859,
Theargument is unsound because the circumstan- |
ces are entirely ditferent ; at that time, the:
Catholics had not pressed for office on the ground |
of their Catholicity,—it was not asserted that
they we:e debarred from the exerelse of their just
rights ;—the Protestant Bible had not been pro-
nounced reprobate by an assembly of Catholic
bishops in the heart of Protestant Nova Scotia ;
no demand for sep arate schools hal been preferred
by the Catholic body ;—there had been no Rail-
way riots;—no Catlwlic pressure on our courts of
Jnstice to favor the escape of their co-religionists
from the consequences of their crimes.

For these rea-ons the Catholic body do not
gtand in the same position now that they occupied
in 1817 ; at that time, Leing content to stand on
the same footing with all other denominations in
the conutry, they received their fair and just
proportion of jnfluence. But what said the hon. |
Attoruey General of them at that time ina speech
delivered ut Bridgetown ?

Referring to a mandate in the Cross, the Ca-
tho'ic organ of that day, to band Roman Catholies
together to keep certain Protestants, who were
then supporting the Attorney General, out of the
Assernbly, the learned gontleman said —

«¢ 1 hesitate not to say that such a combination
i dangercus to the peace and welfure of the
country—und this would be a question worthy of
agitating the Protestant people, and awakening
Protestants of ali creeds to a senseof their dunger.
if ever [ commeneced agitating it would be against
a religious party banding itself together as one
wan to effect its own dominancy, or political
exaltation.””

That is the way the hon. leader of the Govern~
ment spoke of Cutholic as-eadancy in 1847. He
was then ready to lead a crusale against that
body, but now, having eatered into an alliance
with the Catholics, having found that they may
be useful in furthering his personal views, the
ery of Catholic Ascendangy is suddenly discovered
to be a bugbear and a delusion.

Much has been said about closing the public
.offices and the story of the flag. Hon. gentlemen
opposite attempt to explain the latter incident by
saying that a servant did it. Did a servaut also
olose the public ffices? Who jssued the order
for closing them ? [ have heard of an attempt to

.
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We cannot however but feel the deepest |lay the blame on the clerks, but atlength we find

it stated for the fivst time in the Colonist, in an
article probably inspired by the Pcovinciul Sec-
retary himself, that the order was given by a
member of the government.

Hon. ProvixcIAL SECRETARY.~—The hon. mem-

‘ber has committed himself 3 he well knows that

shortly after the the circums!ance to which he
alludes, it was publicly stated in the Colonist that
the offices were closed by order of the Attorney
Geuneral.

Hon. Mr Howr.—Are we zever to have an
end to these interruptions ?

Mr. AxNanp —I never saw the statement re-
ferred to,—pr-bably it was mude during my
absence from the city ; at all cvents, we have
some one now to assume the respousibility. The

i Provincial Secretary’s statement ouly makes the

wmatter worse for him and the government The
act of the Attorney General is the act of the
governr ent.

Let me ask this question. Would that order
have been igsued if, instend of the Catholic Arch-
bishop, the Rev. Dr. Crawley—>Mr. Johnston’s
own particular friend, and an abl: and distin-
guished member of the Baptist denominntion, the
Rev. Dr. Cramp, Pregident of Acadia College, the
Rev. Dr. Ritchey, the Chairman of the Wesleyan
Confereuce, the venerable and Rev. Jchn Scott,
the virtual head of the Established Church of
Seotland in this coantry-—aye, even his Lordship
the Bishop, the recognised head of the Bstablished
Church, which is the bulwark of the Constitution
of England,—any or all of these had died 2  Nay,
sir, suppose they hiad all died on the same day,
and been buried in the same coffin, would that
order have been issued?  [maintain that it would
not ; and even if it had been, the Romau Catho-
lic b dy would have been justly incensed, as they
would have had a right to be, at any such mark
of inordinate respect paid to any particalar reli-
gious body. I charge home on the governm nt
that act, so unjustifiable, as one of the proofs of
Cutholic pressure and Catbolic ascendaucy in this
Province, and I here, in conclusion, protest
against the continuance of any government in
this Province holding its position at the will of a
foreign ecelesinstic.

Mr. McDoxanp said :—So many complaiots
have been preferred time and again duving this
discussion, of the needless protracied character of
the debate, that I bave felt unwitlng to oceupy
the time of the house with any remarks on the
subject nuder Aebate.  But, sir, gentlemen on
both sides of the house, I think, will do me the
credit of saying, thut I have never been_guilty of
wasting the people’s
spreches, or by frequently addressing the hoase,
aud I thevefore trust that I shall he excused if I

occupy the house for a very short time in gtviog

some of the rcasons for the vote which I intend
to give in support of the amendmens. .

I inay say. sir, in commenciag, that my rea-
snag in general are very similar to those expres-
sed last evening by my houble. friend from the
township of Halifax. This is now the last see-

¢ion of the present house—~in.a few mouths the

people of this provinece will’ be called upon to
expresg, by their votes, their opinion of the acts
of both parties in this house ;.aud it is, therefore,
not only a matter of right to ourselves, byt §

moncy,” either by long 7
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duty which we owe to our constitutents, to ex-
press, each and .all of us, the opinions which we
entertain of those now in power,

We are told that this is a bald resolution of
want of confldence against the Government, with-
out any specific complaint being on the table of
the house, and.-that in the course of debate, grave
chatges have been made on various subjeots,
which "the house cannot now piss npon, because
the papers relating to those subjects have not
yet been brought down, ' I believe, sir, that such
a course is not without precedent in this house—
nay, that it.has always been the practice by mo-
tions of this kind, to open up for trial the acts
and couduct of the goveitnment, ou all;, any, and
every act of theirs, which may appear reprehen-
gible to any member of this house, and to en-
quire whether ibe confidence with which they
were entrusted ab the tiwe of their assuming the
reins of power, should still be extended to them
We are perfectly at liber{y to enquire, under the
present motion, whether their railway policy as
a whole bas been a sound one—whether they are
justifiable in the dismissals from office, which, in
my view, they hdve made in an arbitrary, uccon-
stitutional, and unjust manner—whether they
are incompetent to the performance of their pub-
lic duty, and have exhibited that incompetence
in a pusillanimous shrinkiag from the perfor-
mance of those duties which their position im
poses upon them—and whethcr they have not
forfeited public confidence by giving undue as
cendancy and predominamce to one religious
body over all others id ‘this province. I have:
said, sir, that the courke is not without prece-,
dent, and I can point to nothing more strongly,
proving the fact, than the course of the present
government in 1857, avhen, in the eagerness to
grasp the reing of power, they moved and debated
a vote similar to this, and delayed the business of
the country for two weeks before it was settled.

Doctors sometimes have to swallow their own
medicines, and we dre now only administering
the same doge which they themselves prepared in
1857. Whal the effect of it may be is porhapy
difficult. to tell, . Perhaps it will be too mudl, us+
der all the circumstances of the case, to suppose
that thé medicine will kill them (politically I
mean) ; but we may at least hope that it will
tend to cure some of their irregularities. "And,
sir, if it does nothing else, we on this side of the
Louse’ are under the impression that it-will give
our cause a valuable impulse. The government
have, within' the last summer, appropriated the
sum of £600 stg. in securing a vuluable impulse,
according to their own account (laughter) ; and
sarely it is not'too much for the opposition to
appropriate a few days of the session in securing
the same important resuais, _ AR

But, sir, the general style of argument with
which .the various charges made against the go-
vernment have been .met; appears to. me most
extraordinsry and unstatesman tike. When tauo-
ted with their wane of, strength. -with failing to
propound any. messyres.of general public utility,
do they. account. in anyreasonable way for their
diminished. pambers, of give, any.good  reasons
for the, absence;of. measures? . D '
think,. it sufficient .i0. gay, we may be weak, hut
we are .as -slrong 88 you were—we ,haye .o
business . for you, £6.do, but, you were worse—we
have not propounded anmy measures, but neither

7
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did you when ia power ;—again, if we yicld to
Catholic pressure. so did you.

Now, sir, we bhave bad entirely too mwnch of
this— et tu quogue style of arguwment; it is not
dignified to say the least of it, and not the style of
reply that will satisfy the people of this province,
or that should satisfy the members of this hoase,
Will it be any answer to my constituents, when
asked to explain why the. present government fa
allowed to pass throogh the present session with-
out an enguiry into their acts, for me to eay it'is
very trué that they have acted verfy badly, but’
then they tell me thatagoveroment ten years ago
did a great deal worse—or that other members
of this house on previous occasions acted pre-
cisely eimilar. Sumly the' fallacy of such an
argument must at once strike the mind of every
man who reflects on the subject. . ‘ -

But, sir, I ask if sach 2 reply is in poiat of fact
true? Did the late government propound no
measares? I say, air, that that is not the case,
Look at the Education question, and when I refér
to that, I may say, that if there were no other.
objection against the ‘present governmenf ex-
cepting their conduct with regard to the bill'
of the late governmeni on. that important
subject, it would be more than sufficient for
me to declare by my vote that ¥ had no con-
fideoce in them. Sir, the question of edu-
cation’ is second fo none, tbhat can possibly
oceupy Lhe attenlion of this Legislature, and it
is one in the face of the consideration of which
the voice of faction should be hushed, and every
word of . party differences. stilled, Does not
every member of this house remember the spirit
that actuated the then opposition, and the fac-
tious-course pursued by them in reference to that
important measure. Soon after the bill in ques-
ticn was laid on the, table, it became apparent.
that there was a considerable section of the
honse of the Catholic religion, that would not
support any measure for the improvement of
education, notwithstanding that attempts had
been made by certain modifications of the bill, to
meet their views and carry through a law of
some kind. = A vote was then taken affirming the.
main prineiple of the bill, that of taxation, which
was carried by a large majority, and thereupon a
committee:to be-composed of one member for.
each . county. was appointed for the purpose
of maturing such & measure. as could be accept-
able to.this house and .the country. - But, sir,
were it-not a fyct that we are all aware of, we
could scarcely-have believed, that so determined
were the late opposition to get into power by,
any and ¢very means, that so far as I can remem.
ber, not a single man who had been appointed

‘on the - other -side, appeared at the commitiee

meeting, . I..will .not he positively - certain
as, to -whether none of them aitended, buf
thig, . gir, . ie -¢ertain : that. the’ arbitrary, up.
compromising ‘views of one class ia. the house
were, urged-in @ spirit. of- such.
sing hostility, and .the opposition

leading men of the opposition was 8o deferminied,

that, it was utterly hopeless. to pass the measure:

i -

-50ccess,. A

SRR N
~Wa have: been: legtured, sirg by the | hou, . ]
vingial Secretagy, npon: what be;:calls an. unrea-
sopable and. fnctions; oppositian, end he. refera. ug
to the, conduet: of ;the: opposition . in.- Fagland,
where notwithatanding that they -Bow: have. the
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aclunal numerical majority on their side, and
could at eny moment carry a_ hostile vote, they
still, i order to carry on thé businees of the
country, aid the government of the day in per-
fecting their measures. I admit the fact, sir, and
admire the practice, and I have no doubt the
hon, Provincial Secretary is very anxious to see
the same thing occur here, but our government
is not in a position to claim such consideration
at our hands. In England such a spectacle is ex-
bibitc d when questions deeply and vitally affecticg
the weifare of the nation are submitted, but here
in the gpeech from thé throne they do not an-
nounce a single measure of any importance,

F, Again, sir, Hér Majesty’s ministers never use
the weight and influence. of her name 1o crush
any man. She defends and protects all her sub-
jects, and the weight and influence of the ‘crown
is never used but for the punishment /. those
charged with crime.  The opposition there never
have their feelings wounded and- their /minds ex-
asperated by & heartless persecution of men whom
they respect, a kindly feeling is-‘cultivated and
maintained between men of all classes, and hence
arises that spectacle of co-operation in public bu-
siness which "the Provincial Sccretary so much
admires., But what do we find here, sir.. Take

the case of Mr. Forman, as an exembple of thé

way "in which our government treats our public
men. I think, sir, it was my hon. colleague, the
ex-Solicitor General, who at one time said the
government established in this country was not
equal to that of the savages who formerly held
dominion in this province. I differ from that
gentleman in his opinion, and do poi hesitate to
gay, that our constitution, as administered by the
present government, is quite equal to the man-
ners and customs of the-savages. 'The Indian,
after slaying his victim, does not feel his ven-
geance satiated till' he has' torn the sealp from
the body 'still palpitating in its death struggle.
And so our government, with a like noble feel.
ing, not only drove Mr., Forman from his office,
but 'endeavored by every means in their power
to blacken his private as well ag professional
reputation, and thus prevent him, if possible.
from ever receiving any employment: . The whole
weight and influence, not only of themselves, but
aleo of the Queen’s representative, ia brought to
bear against bim in’ miputes of council ; and
they  decorate the poles ot the government wig
wam with the Cblonist and extra sheéts of the
Gazite, filled with the most vindictive and
groundless attacks upon’ that gentleman’s repu:
tation. : - : o Co T

Take again their course with régard to their
late colleague, the ex-Solicitor General; and
here I may say, sir, that any one who knows' the
peérsonal antecedenis of usboth, and who consi-
ders as I do his present poeition in‘thig'house, as
anpounced by himself, to'be' an ‘anémalons and
éxiraordinary one, something like  Muahomet’y
coffio, suspended between heaven #dd earth, be:
fouging to neither party—anything,"X may eay,
4§ ‘regards his case, connot "be considered as
being prompted by either a personalior political
predilection in- bis “favour. - Bat how have they
treated him? He was considered' guite good
chough'{y besssociated with them in the govern-
mént Gpto the time that' he showed his indepen:
dence by resigring his office’;” but-no seoner did
this take piacé than anotlrer minute of ‘couneil is
issned, and’ the -weight and kenotion of the

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

Queen’s representative again ealled in to blacken
bis character also. He is charged with disclosing
the secrets of council, and in the official organ of
the government is held up to the world as a man
guilty of perjury, for the charge, if it means
anything, mesns that. What a epectacle do they
thos.exhibit to the province. . If this charge be
true, .and they knew that that - gentleman had
conducted himself- so- improperly, why did they
not long ago drive him from their ranks? The
dilemma is an.awkward one, and in either view
of the case I'fully endorse the opinion expressed
by Mr. Wilkins in his letter to his constituents,
that the government by that minute of council
bave set the seal to the sentence of their own
degradation. The treatment of Mr. McCully is
of a piece with the others ; but as I do not wish
to weary the house, .1 will not enter upon the
consideration of that act., - I refer to these cases
in order to point cut the dangerous consequences
likely "to. ensue from the -principles upon which
the government appear disposed to act, This
prostitution of the power and position of the
Queen’s representative can lead to nothing but
evil, if we may judge of the future by what has
takeun place in the past. . - .

- What occurred during the administration of
Lord Falkland. If I mistake not the bon. Attor-
ney General was at.that time also leader of the
government, and very much the same course as
that which I complain of was then also pursued.
That nobleman,.acting I presume under the ad-
vice of his constitutional advisers, was indiscreet
enough to descend into the arena of Nova Scolia
politics; and into, the public prints. Qver his
own name he published certain letters, aceusing
three gentlemen of factious opposition. and mis-
representing their ;views and opinions. 1 refer
to the late Hon, J. B. Uniacke, Hoa, Jas. MecNab,
and the hon, member for Windsor, whose only
crimme was that they bad left his government be-
cause they could not justify a certain appoint-
ment which had been made without their consent
or kuowledge. By that uet, gir, the represents-
tive of majesty was brought into disgrace and
contempt throughout this colony. The men thus
attacked, or some of them, replied also iirough
the press, and the  consequence. was that Lord
Faolkland was lampooned out of the Province,

‘apd left behind him a name and reputation for

which few men in Nova Scotia bave any respect,
L sincerely hope, sir, that our present respected
Liéutenant Governor may never experience such
tredtment, but it will not be from any want of
exertions on the part of his present advisers to
that end if he does not ; and, sir, were there no
otber ground of complaint against the Govern-
ment ihan this itself, I should feel myself bound
to support the amendmens of the hon, mewber

for Inverness, and say that I had no confidence

in them. 4 ‘ -
The hoh. and learned member for ' Sydney
seems to- be delightéd that ‘this discussion has
arisen, and looks forward to their anticipated tri-
umph on the divition as a certificate vt 'character,
and a direct expression of confidencé in the go-

 verpment oo the part of $hishouse. ! I cannot ac-
quie. ce in that view, s for sorevaluable certifi-
' cate of chargeter -would have been secured had

thére been no eoibplaint made, ' In that case; sir,
the governnient -would have gone to the ¢dantry
at next election, with" the ‘boast and declaration
that their acts during fhie late recess had been so
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pure and upright that no. person in thig Legisla-
ture had any ground of complaints against them,
and the opposition - are theretore, not only well
Justified in raising this discussion, but they would
have heen guilty of a dereliction of duty had
they not done so. S o
The hon. Provincial Secretary in sustaining
hig charges of a factious -opposition. referred te
the conduct of gentlemen on this side of the
house. relative to the representation bill of last
winter, and remarked that the press in our inter
est had during the ‘recess offered ‘a most violent
opposition to that measure, referring. particularly
to the Eastern Chronicle which he said was gene-
rally looked upon -as being in a great measure
under my control. I suppose it is & matter of no
interest to this house whether such is the. case or
not. were it 8o, sir, I should not consider that
conuection as any disgrace, but to.prevent any
micconception I will simply say, that for the last
five years I have not written fifty lines for
the editorial = department of that journal.—
The gentleman who owns and editsit neither
seeks nor requires any assistance from me. and
he is quite able to take care of his paper and
bimself. As regards that bill, sir, 1 may say,
that while I look upou the present representation
of the province as most unjnet, I do not consider
that this house is now in possession of data neces-
sary for originating a sound scheme of represcn-
tation, A greatamount and variety of statisti-
cal information, as regards the popalation, trade,
and internal resources of the various parts of the
province, is absolutely necessary; before we can
eafély legislate: on such an important ‘subject,
This™ can only be obtained by & new census, and
until that- census be taken, I shall feel -myself
bouud te-oppose any extensive - material change
of the representation, - - Yove e
Again, sir, that “hon. gentlemen has
upon: the opposition that they acted factiously in
refusing to-sit.upon the railway .committee fast
year. When the-¢ommittee was first: named, I
understand that my name was on the dist, but. at
that time I. was absent from the house, having
goue to the! wharf to meet my hon. colleague,
who had just arrived by: steamer from ‘Liverpool.
I am not prepared to say what I might bave done
a8 -regards - that committee, had I been present; |
but this I am prepared to state, that. after a caln
review of the whole matter, and considering the
position which the contractors -occupied. towards
the proviace, under their contracts, I.fully ap-
prove of the course which my hon,, friends took
in cecliniug - to &t on. that - committee.. . The
relative rights and liabilities of the ¢ utractors
and the province. bad been clearly defined by
written sealed contfacts, and by these both sides
should stand or fail. ' The rights accruing under-
these -contracts ‘on” both sides should have been
settled by a court'of ‘ldw, not by a committe of
this house, aad I liave ne doubt, that if the con-
tractors hed approached ‘this hot
tion; ‘praying forleave to implead
or to grant them an opportunity of tryiag ‘tieir.
claifs in a cotrt of law; -that . sueh - vpportanity |
would bave baeix-frecly acoorded:them. . ., .-

'cb arged

the provinde,

[T

U

called ontomakeen-chsesve Jon-or twonegarding. whie A 2
it. -The hon: ang-iearned member for Dighy. (Me.|dox I8 of goverame
Wade,) shas drawn.n frightful picture of ihe pro-|the. g, extract el
EoriptionofGatholics in this proviuce; and exhibits ' hon iends behind

. Lobserve, Sir, that it has becodia gt
s¢ with a peti |iB

pelt tha
‘which,I

L. " |quitesqual
The Catholic question.so-cadled is-one: that:has B
entered largely dnto ihe preseiit debate,aud L feel | b
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a terror on that subject far exceeding that of any
gentleman of that body. Sir, proscription is not
and never hasbeen the watchword of the party with
whom I act. = Ascendancy to none, “proseription
for none, is the. principle which in common with
those who oppose the present government, I have
always entert .ined, and will ever act upon, and J
uever can or will consent that any one party of
religionists, be they what they, may, shall ever
dominate in this country, - But, sir, I “ask if this
bugbear cry of proscription is really believed in
by the members of the Catholic body themselves,
I feel confident it is not.- Take, for instance, the
hon, member for the township of Halifax, and I
look upon bim as béing & much, more reliable
exponent of the feelings of the Catholic body than
the hon. and léarned member for Digby, and what
does that hon. gentleman say. "Why sir, the other

|day he advanced in fromt -of the table and an-

nounced in his usual mild and lamb-like manner
that but for the letters of ‘the hon. membet for
Windsor, there never .would have been any
difference hetween the Catholics and their former
associates. He is not afraid of proscription or
oppression, not he; he knowr just as well as gentle-
men on.this side of the house thaf such a thing as
proecribing any body of religionists never entered
into the thoughtsof any person, and that if such a
thing had been conceived it would be: quite im-
practicable. o

That honmorable géntleman ‘bases the whole
action of the Catholies.on letters .of . the hon-
orable and learded member for Windsor ; but
he musf allow, 1

. me to say, that I differ' en-
tirely from him on that point—there is some
other impelling power in operation. My own

‘Observation, sit, before I was ten days .in thig

house, doring -the. first session, and . before. the
kon.. -member;:for‘,,Windsqr\ had written. & word,

convinced :me that.:there was a. craving after

place and power and emolument, .on the part of
gentlemen 0f ., that . persuasion, altogéther incon-
sistent with the rights of others, that would even-
tually lead to. the breaking up of the'late goverr-
ment it these claims were not satisied. “Thig
opicien was founded, among other things, upon
thé openly expressed opinions of membeis.of this

house copnected with that hody. "

- The féason given by fhe hon. meniber from
Halifax i’ tdo-"shallow: to- deceive any person.

‘Bir, let any. man take the. whole of - the writings

of the:hon.  member for Windsor, and . extragt
from them:the wholelof the alleged abuse.:of - Ca-
tholics'said- to be -contained in them, and I will
engage 'to shew bim. ten fimes ihe' amonnt of
abuse from the publications of the mouth-piece of

those.who .are. now their dear friends and al

able 1o read . from newspapers and also to

in.the reading, or reciting of. postical. effusions
he-gourse of this debate, and in ‘acoordance
. ;practice and.algo in. proof of the des
have just mede, 1 shall read a fe
from.ap old T

of.
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falifax Times of May 18, 1847, and with the
editorial comment is ng follows :— '

The following lines were suggested by reading a
statement in the Times of April 27th that a Grand
Mass had been performed in the Catholic Chapel
Moorefields, to pray the soul of Pope Gregory out o

Purgatory. R
- PRAY FOR THE POPE.

Pray for the soul of the poor old Pope !
For a jolly old Pope was he;

Pray, pray and say Masses for hissoul,
Fast boand in Purgatory. #

. Pray for the soul of the poor old Pope! -
Who sat in St Peter’s Chair,
Who bound and unbound in earth and heaven,
All those who had gold to spare.

Pray for the soul of the foolish old Pope !
For o foolish old Pope was he,—

He oreated and eat his whoaten gods,
And now, not a god has he.

Pray for the soul of the poor old Pope !
Selfstyled The Infallible,—
Who is up to his chin in the River Styx,
And feeleth the pangs of Hell.:

Pray for the soul of the yoor old Pope !
Oh, pray for his sinful soul !'— )
Some rusty old saint may hear
And bring him out of that

Pray for the soul of the poer old Pope !—
Priests, nuns, monks, and all—

To St. Patrick and St. Catherine,
St. Peter and St. Paul!

Pray for old Gregory the Popo!
But I fear it is all in vain—
For the door is locked, the key is lost, -
And there he must remain. i

Protestantville. May, 1847,

} ow, Sir, grievous complaints have been made
that the late Archbishop had been spoken of by
‘the press of the Cpposition in disrespectfal
terms, but I ask hon. gentlemen of the Catbolic
persuasion to point out in the Writings of the hoa.
‘member for Windsor or the publications of the
opposition press, any attrck on' their religion so
gross a8 this whick I have read upo their Pope.
This and other attacks were made upon them
while they were acting with the liberal party in
maturing the system of government now in exis-
tence. There were then no goed reasons’ for such
attacks, for the Catholics had not then made suck
.demands as they now make : there was then no
claims for separate schools; the integrity of juries
wag not then tampéred with for the purpose of
ghielding ' criminals, and . théy had not exercised
‘the right which they have lately done of break-
ivg o man’s head . if he laughed:at his religion.
At that time a Catholic might laugh ot a Protes.
tant’s faith, and s Protestant at a Catholic’s and
still his life would be safe, then no person de-
manded or received offize solely because ‘he was a
“Catholic unless he was otherwise qualified, now
they do ; the attacks upon the Catholic faith were
_then more unprovoked than now, and inore gross,
I argue, therefore, Sir, that the reascny given by
‘the bon. member for Halifax is'not the trae one,

gour prayers,
ole.

. but that they have changed  sides bed.use they|

“have foudd the government morg’dispoted than
" the opposition to yield to their-demdnds, and Sir,

it is besause my own calin observation'and ezperi-
ence has forced the conviction'upon ‘teé that the.

icti igfluences
thy'I “Bave no

‘governmeént is tamely ylelding to
~ that I give this as another reagon
confidence in them.,” -~ 77
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Let me now turn the atiention of the house to
a sentence or two taken irom the Minute of Council
in the case of the Solicitor General’s resignation
ag follows :—

¢ Although the exigency of public business re-
quires that the members of Council residing in
Halifax, should, during the recess of Parliament,
frequently assume the rcsponsibility of deciding
important matters without having the benefit of
the advice of their colleagues who live in distant
parts of the Province, yet it is perfectly under-
stood that no absent member can be held respon-
sible for any.acts of the Uovernment, except by
continuing a member of it after such acts become
known to. him,”’

What, Sir, is the meaning of al! this? The re-
presentatives of a county,at least those in the con-
fidence of the government, are by general consent
intrasted with the patronage as regards local ap-
pointments, and therefore when a member irom
the country writes to the Provincial Secretary rc-
questing the appointment of a road commissioner
or a justice of the peace, the members of Govern-
ment in town will be fully justified in making
such appointment without calling a meeting of
Council, or cousulting their colleagues in the
country, but I deny that they have the power
constitutionally, of passing upon any megsure of
public concern such as the appointment of a De-
gation without at least summoning the memabers
at a distance. If this be done and those gentle-
men do not cbey the summons, then I grant that
& quorum of five in. town may constitutionally
proceed to action. But, sir, agcording to this
minute of council, such acts may be done without
summoning their- colleagues; and the only option
that members of the Exeoutive in the country
have is either to approve of an act done.in thewr
absence which msy be contrary to .their own
judgment, or resign their seats.” They dre, in
fact, perfect nonentitied.in the government, and
the governentis in practice one of five members.
The Queen’s instructions give us a council of ten,
and [ look upon this principle so laid down, as a
dircot and most dangerous infringement of our
constitution. . o

Now, sir, 2 few words regarding the case of
Mr Forman before I' coniclude. - The Givernnient
séern last summer to have suddenly wakened up
to a sense of the propriety of finishing the road
to Troro without delay, and t.. gravamen of the
chargesagaingt Mr Forman isthat he either could
dot or would not ‘carry out their wishes in that
respect: D ' : '

But, sir, I ask any man who reads the corrés-
pondence between Mr Forman and the govern-
ment on that subject, and who will interpret his
-words acording to the usual rules of the English
language, if he can find anything in the whole
correspondence justifying such & conclusion. Mr
Forman on the 26th of June last, writes o8

follows ¢ .. S T
“¢It is true thut during the last year I have
had many difficulties:to contend with, into which
I forbear from' entering. ' The chief of tLese has
been the insubordination-and the position vssumed
by the contractors, who asssrted a practical inde- |
pendence, and seemed 'to ‘think thet they would

‘be upheld ‘in : disobeging both the Board: snd

1 myset. In this 1'trust they are now nhdvoeived
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and if they are kept in their proper placeé, and
the government give me the same generous and
cordial support which I have always received
both from the former and present Board, I have
no reasyn to doubt that the Railway, which I am
nnwilling to abandon, will be successfully and

vigorously prosecuted to its completion.’’

The Board in their letter of the 30th J une,
expressed their regret, ** that there has been 80
much delay in the completion of the contracts,
but the governwent are familiar with the diffi-
culties they have had with the contractors, in
compelling them to finish their sections, as well
23 those which prevented the works being taken
out of their hands,” , )

I might quote various other passages from his
letters, all tending to the same purpose, namely,
the determined opposition of the contractors to all
his plans for completing the work, but as they
are all most likely perfectly familar to the mem-
bers of this House and the country, I shall not
delay the House by reading them. But, sir, with
such intormation as this conveyed to the govern-
ment by their own officer, I ask was it not their
duty to aid that officer, and compel these refrac-
tory contractors to do their duty. This; sir,
would not suit their purpose, but the moment
they got hold of the man they wanted, thep the
contractors were pushed up, and the work finished
in some sort of way. - . - » ,

But we are also told that Mr Forman was, in
other respects, inéompetent, and made grest mis-
takes in measurement, causing trouble, delay,
and expense. Adumitting that he'did for the g1ke
of argument, and [ may say that it is clear that
mistakes in measurement were made somewhere
or by somebody, let me ask if that is g sufficient
ground for his dismissal. I believe, sir, that
mistakes in surveys of this kind are not only very
common, but almost inevitable. The history of
almost every railrond iu Europe and America
proves that wiscalculations ‘will occur, and that
when the work comes; to be actually done, differ-
enges will appear to exist between the previous
measurements and the amount of work actually
done. I believe, sir, that the first ten mileg of
the 8t. Andrew’s railroad after being Tocated had
to be altered, and unless I am strangely mis.
informed, the present, chief railway engineer of
this Province, who has been so much praised and
lauded, was the person who originally logated
that lin'.  Bat, sir, if mistakes and blunders are
to be visited with such severe condemaation; why
is Mr Forman the. only victim? It was glearly
proved last ‘winter before t':e railroad committee,
that one of the greatest blunders in. the :whole
survey (Lmeanthat at Graud Lake near Schuite’s)
was committed by Mr Mosse.. Why, then, has
not the same prineiple been applied to him $hat
bas been applied.to Mr. Forman? . Why is it that
Mr - Forman -has. been. -dismissed and. that Mr
Mosse has not only hot'been dismissed but setually
elevated to -the. position of ‘& standing engineer,
an office far superior to” that ocoupied by him at
the time he-mnde this  sefious mﬁ ‘
opinion, sir, Mr Forman Seserved “wery diffdeent
treatment from this Province. -Amy person who
visited the committes room- list winter while the
clitms'of these :grisping: contractors wersrbeing
tried, could not help belng struck with the singa-
lar spectiole thit whils the ‘Attorney: audSplicie

take.: Zo my |
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tor Generals were occasionally there under the
retence of defending the interests of the Province,
r. Forman was. the only man who stood up for
the interests of Nova Scotia, and endesvored with
& degree of skill and energy that did him much
eredit, to'prevent our money from being wasted.
In this he was in some mensure aided by the hon
member for Windsor, but his presence there. was
more for the purpose of watching the investiga~
tion 80 as to be able to defend his own acts ag
chairman of the Board than for sny other,
There are many other subjects of remark, Mr
Spenker, which I feel tempted to toach upon, but
as tere have been so many complaints of the
time being wasted [ shall forbesr, fesling confi-
dent that ‘the grounds I have laid are quite
‘enough' to just'fy me in the minds of my consti-
tuents for supporting the amendment of the hon
member for Inverness. '

- Mr. McLsrLaN said :—On my entrance to this
house I find many atrange things are said which
appear to me somewhat strange. For example—
the hon. member for Digby asserts that the Go-
vernment is carrying out responsible government
in corresponding with him. If I have the honor
of a seat in this house for any length of time, I
shall most probably be chargeable with uttering
some nonseuse, but I do hope never. to be respon-
sible for such nonsense as that. - .

Again, sir, it sounds strangely to me to hear
the hon. member for Falmouth confess that the
feeling amongst his constituents is so .strong
against him that he cannot go into the back set-
tlements without having what he terms ** a terri-
ble tussel wivh the old women.” I hope the hon.
genileman will take due warning, and, preparing
lor the event, of the coming election, become men-
tally resigned and physically _prepared for being
left at home to *“ tussél” it out with. the old la.
dies. But, sir, X have heard nothiu: so conirar'y
o my preconceived opinions as the hon. Attoy-
ney G-peral styling himself and the learned mem-
ber for Inverness a pair of flowers, ~ A rare puir
of beauties they are, accordiug to his description.
While listening.to the. hon. gentlewan I could not
bug feel that it was merely.in compliment to the
hou. and leatned leader of the opposition that he
s0 dwyls npon their beauty, inasmuch as that flgw-
er which he hims If most resembles is nog by any
means remarkable for its beauty.. It is said of the
sunflower. that it always faces the sun, that during
the day itis drawn by the sun’s influence round
from one point of the compass t0 another directly
oppo:ite. . And considering the influencs whieh
office and salary have had in drawing, the, hon.
Attorvey Geneial round from ons point of the
political compass to the directly opposite, I could
not but place him beside the snaflower, with this
only difference ~ the natural fower in the . morn-
-ng hangs. to the east, but. drywn round  by.. the
suns influence, in the evening bows to the west ;
while this.political sunflower n the morning. of
its existence hung 10 the west, now in the ¢ven-
ing—swhen night is coming upom: it, bows submiis-
sively to theeast. . =~ =~ | T
‘Fhe hon. géntleman tels ws that althoughthere
may-bo in the political atmosphece. one: element
to invigerdte the.apposition, thers ‘may -be ano-
ther-eledent for.the:goernment, . .J. -agree ‘with

‘him. - Phe same-cldud which contains. moistdre

‘thimowrish and dnsigovate tha,

T flower which:-en-
riches and beautifies ‘the.; valielty may. and does
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thunder bolt falls, shivers in pieces the old rot-
ten trunk which has stood too long leafless, fruit-
less, a disgrace to the hllside Believing that in
the political atmosphere an element 'is gathering
for the overthrow -of the present administration,
let me state some of the grounds on. which I rest
the belief that it shonld et and does not enjoy
the confidence. of the eountry.
And, sir. I ask the .question, when shquld a
people have confidence in a government ? &
When fifty three men, representing  every in-
terest, and all shades of opinion, asscmble here.
and, in the free exercise uf their opinion, place
sach men in the goverament as they think best
qualified to carry « ut the policy which the majo-
vity declare best for the welfare of the country,
we have a government commanding the cor fi-
dence of the people If, however, there be eight
of this body who have an interest in which the
others cannot participate— an interest which they
hold as paramount to evary other interest—an
interest for which all else must be sacrificed—
and if they bring that intercst here, and combine
to place in puwer the met who will best serve
them —they destroy the value of this assembly as
a represcntative insti-ution—they render it worth-
less. Governed then, as we are, in Nova Scotia,
by the creatuyes of an intercst—by men owing
position to the destruction of free deliberative
action, does it accord with reason to suppose that
measures will be cariied for the general wellare,
if there is a posiibility that they will conflict with
that interest 2 ‘ o '
But apart trom measures of a general nature;
can we have confidence that the patronage—the
plander, as it'is termed by the government—will
be fairly distributed. | Sir, it is alibel on the cova-
mon sense of the people of this country to sup-
pose’ for & moment that they do not see that the
sect on which the government depends for its
daily existence, has thie power, whenever taey
choose to exercise it, to obtain more than justice.
1 remember the political camipaicn of 1847—and
while the memory of that lived in the minds of
men—wliile it rcmained on record to be broughs
forward, as' was this day, by the learned member
for Pictou, I did not expect to see the hom. At-
torney General and his associates deliberately
place themselves in the arms of the Catholics,
that they might be lifted up within redch of the
government pap. [ have sten it, however, and
the humiliating spectacle prescnts itself to my
mind éomewhat in this form : A dozen boys get
into an orchard, where there is ripe tempting
fruit hanging overnead, just heyond their reach.
Re olved to bave it, they enquire of Tom, who
has aiways been their ringleader, how it is to be
managtd. He tells them the b5t way is to place
a plattorm beneath the trée—and for this purpose
sets them to work,—encouraging Bob 16 get' a
.prop for one corner, bv the promisé of a big
plum just o:erhead,—~tells Jim that hie shall have
that nice bunch tor which bis inouth has been
wa'ering,—In fact, stimulates thém 'all"'by the
promise of the whole fruir, except cile” good
branch for himselt.. ANl sheir lahors; howev.r,
prove unavailing. The rickety. affair they pnt
up won's stand. They ean’t ges the:truit. -
‘Now, suppose the scene to change :~In"comes
Jerry, a-sturdy: juok ol & boy: who steps up to
Tom and aska * what all-the fuss is: about, ‘who
isvick, andowhat’s'te pay ¢’ . Lo o

Archbishop. - co
" The goverriment seem:disposed to shrink from
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contain the electric element which, when thel’

« Nothing,” says Tom, “ only there is nice
fruit, ard we can’t get it; will you help us ¥’
“.Certainly, just what 1 want. Here, I'l soon
ghow vou how the thing is managed.. Gvt on my
shoulders.” And stooping down, Jerry takes
Tom on bis shoulders, a leg on each side, and
lifts him up within reach of the fruit.

Now, wonld any spectator suppose for a mo-
ment, that Jerry would stand there with Tom on
yis shoulders, and let him pocket all the plums
himself, or give them all awny ? Certainly not.
He might very justly “suppose that J.rry would
see the necessity of giving each of the boys’a
vlum to guiet them, least they alarmed the owner
of the orchard, but- after that hé wonld expect
Jerry to demand the lions share in consideration
of the necessity of his position Now, sir, we
have it, Tom and Jerry here—we have & Tom
and Jerry sffair for a government in this country,
and what confilence ‘¢an the people have that
there will be anything liké a fair distribution ot
the priz-s aftcr the first few plems to quiet.  ir,
the necessity of Jerry’s position will out-weigh
justice. be-ides every man 'who regurds the dig-
nity of government—the diguity of his-country
must teel humiliated at the spectacle presanted
by the hon. Atty. General and his associates reat-
ed on the sh ulders of the hon. member for Syd-
ney, and his co-religionists, a leg on either side,
a la Tom and Jerry. - By the way, sir, it hss al-
ways been a matter of curiosizy with me to. know
on whose shoulders the hon. ex-Solicitor General
sat during the time he ate of the goverament
froit, 1f reward followed. labour it was probably

a joint mattcr between the hon. Inspector of

Mines and the. Inspector of .Light Houses ; for
which they get £650 a year. Considering the
position in which cur guvernment is placed, I
think it due to the-dignity of this country as well
as the personal individual dignity of the reputed
Protestant part of that government, that thiey be
speedily removed from their position. Andés
the shortest mode is sometimes considered the
best, I bex to suguest one. "I see by’ the public
letters of.the hon. member for Halifax (Mr.

‘Tobin) that he has a disposition to travel among

the stars, that his orbit lies among the planets.
1 therefore propose that the Protestant membets
of governm nt be all ‘placed on his shoulders,
when he'is in the ascending mood, trusting ‘that
he will land them ‘safely in * pefihelion.” ' v

" Having thus spoken of Catholic power in and
over the governments of th's country, let me refer
to some of the'results of that power. And, gir, I

‘shall takeé but one example, and that is the ad-
witted fact that thie Brinsh flag hung at ha1f-fnast

on- government house in homor of a Catholic

CRLE

the responsibility of thia act, and well they may;
but what is their position 2 - If - not the direcs aet
of the government, itis ‘the result of | that spirit
which they have 5o eacounragid. . 'Sir, there never
was & period in our conntry’s-history previond'io |
the advent to power of the present admidistration |
that such a-thivg could have happened. - ':. v 1
. :Not uatil-«f er theiknowlédgecame. 10:1he-Ca-
tholies that théy, in-the divided state “of Protes:

tants, were madsters-of - Nova Scotia;, and hed the

power to-make and. unmake the government they

choose, was: such’ @ - thing heard -of. -Vhy, s,

imagine for &y moment; the effect which the disco-
very: thad; their- power was 8o sensibly:felt and

|
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acknowledged must have had. .A- thrill ‘would.
ran through the whaole :mags.when theprospect
so: suddenly and remarkably brightesed -for the
realization. of - that one ides dear to every Catho-
lic—predominance. in state and church,
sir, when-the reputed Protestant part. of the; go-
vernmicnt lent themselves to thig idea, every
Catholie thronghout Nova - Scotis, -in whatever
station he may have moved. would feel increased
importance. To use. a homely . but significant
expression, -* felt his oats.” - RS E
Now, il .Father- Walsh, feeling. his oats, placed
his name in.blue ik over some of the best men;
in. Hapnts,—if Faiher- Hannan, feeling his oats;
stepped over the head of every. Protestant min:
ister at Gov
his oats, forced his.way to the top-o! the light-
house staff, is it any wonder that -others, feeling
their. oats; caused the British flag to be put at
half-staff. . No, but the wonder is, that.we have
men, calling themselves - Protestants to -supply
the oats. The wonder is, to-see such.men as the
hou. Attorney. General and his. colleagnes, foster -
ing that spirit which manifests itself in such. out-
rages. upon: the feelings.of every. Protestant in
Nova Scotia. . Therefore do I hold ‘the Govern-
ment -as. responsible for that act; as if the hon.
Am;lmey General bad with his own hand lowered
the flag. . - . .7 .
I come now to speak of the- railway manage-
ment, and certainly there is no question, apar:
from the principles’on which rests onr .civil and
religious freedom-—apart from the edacation of
our. people—so- absurbing as 1ailway  manage-:
ment.. That matter hus been spoken -of -and per--

haps. sufficiently. dwelt .ipon; one hon.: gentle- |

man, in speaking of it, told _us-that when the
managers get.;out into the couniry with a loco-
motive, .one :of the people showed them thut the
wheel was gone—that “they -had not a whoe! to
run - on. I could, uot help thinking at the time,
that the management in ‘this and other matters
has been. such, that when hon. gentlemen oppo--
site .go to.the cowntry’to have thejr government
approved by the people, they will be: shewn that
it bas not a leg to stand on. .8ir, the hon. Pro-
vincial: Secretary telis.us. that, ¢ money. is no ob-
ject.if you ounly. get. increased eorvices.” Now
the. hon..gentleman saw 'that. the railway wag:
badly managed~—he conid 0ot sveid .this, and
what does he do 2, Does -he change the manage:
ment? - No ;. he adds.to. the. superintendents.
salary, raises it to five hundred pounds a. year, in
order I presume to call out more of his energies.
He does. call 0t more energy, bat running as it
did in the wrong.direction, an increase was from
bad to;worse. - I ask. the. hon: gentleman to re-
gard : the lives of -his.countrymen, if he does Bot
their; pockets, and mot,add: to that. salary of £400,
for every increase of servics is in the-wrong direc-
tion.. ..But, Mr. Speaker, what would this;coun..
try think it we ¢onld ‘peep through the scenes and.
see that.this inerease in the wrong direction .ig in.,
lentional 1 and reasoning. from what,js before.ugy
there is;cause.to fear. iti

facts as-shey exis. The hon. member for Wind..
sor, Mr. Howe,.is 40 Q*ﬁ-;ﬂﬂﬁﬁ)ﬂi‘m-‘%”?'A.{ﬁ‘heémﬁmﬁ,
hers; of. .governmant, #re. old  politiciang. « This
Tailwayis Howo's..i;. The men in the governmens,
foughtiagainas it from the, Grst.. sEhehon.: Fisan:
cial Segretany; who. may, be: consiglered: as., repre-
senting.. the ~BOYOrRMmEnt, stated: hore; that ‘¢ ha
tred is’. the most,desirable feelipg, @ polisician can
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cherish,” Now consider that men invariably
cultivate what they deem most.desirable, and that
these men have bad a long time for such caliiva-
vation, and.how does the matier stand 7 We
ave .the offspring of one pelitical rival in, the.
hands of the other, and. with so much time for, the
increase of that hatred, which, we are told, is so
prized hy  the ‘politician, we can scarcely expect
that the raitway will be different] y ianaged.

" There is some modern. writer whose name and
the particalar work I now forget, who describes
two men-as:hating each other with an intensity
that: would "be perfectly -delightful. to the hon.
Financial Secretary. One. of those ‘men.-had a
son’on whom- all "his sffectious were Havished.
¥ some:means this' child fell .into the hands of
the other, who said if I destroy-this child, I, wil]
bo orly halt avenged... No, 1 will place this child
beyond the reach of his parent. I will learn him
nothing useful, I will train . him in.every possible
vice. and then return him tg. his parent without
friends, without character or pro‘ession; and with
habits so debased. that he will be a coutinued liv-
ing . sorrow. to . his father, Now, sir, taking the
facts that are presented to- us, and startirg upon
the delineation of the ‘politician’s ‘passions. as
given by a member of (he government, I fear we
do not go too far in saying that .the present Rail.
way mismanagement ig interirional on the part of
the government, .in order to reader that work a
countinued living sorrow. and disgrace:to the map
whose offspring it may be valled. - Presniaing,
however, ‘that the. government. do not interid to
acknewledge this to be the- case, let as look at
the matterin the most favonrable light possible..
This ratlroad is in the bands of thosewho opposed
it all through jts history, Men .who do not .in.
8ny way feel responsible for. its sucress. Men
whose reputation as statesmen will not be injured,
but rather increased by .its failure, and therefore,
although; they may perform the mere routine of
office, yet failing in" that earnest atiention which
only those who have & deep interestin the work

14 60..- Lot a1s look: at. the| fixed

<40 bestow, the road may becume rainous, - . .-
"X put g case to hon. members around me, I a5k
sir, would any man leaving his home, place his
child in the hands of & hired ‘8ervant, and expect
it toreceive the same care, the ‘sime unwarisd
a'téntion, as if it was'under ity m‘ot‘her"sbharge ?
Sarely not. - Ingenuity ‘whej quickened by fove
will ever find ‘a thousand ‘things for & mother’s
bandl to'dofor the comfo-t of herchiid which the
sefvant would Jeavs uadone, - -+ . . - o
.The cases .are. similar, and if we had but this
one reason we shonid labor for a.:change of go-
verament, that the railraad might. he blaced in
the hands of these who may justly be considered
its natural guardians. . - Bug indepedent of Catho.
lic influence and the railtoad, 1 consider: the pre-

© v

sont goyernment unworthy of confidence, on the
ground. of . incousistency. Si¥, there is nothing -
‘which; the-.upright . honorable man- 80 prizeg as
cansistency in public ife.,, ‘When we see 4_man
1n, his .prineiples, abiding by them like a-
rock; . we.honor and esteem him, becanse amid the
‘changes; ot circomstances-appe nities may oc-
Lo Or. Rocossaties arise,, for:those priuciples to
be devaloped, and. in. practice. , At when such
'OPPermity: Or. emergeney;, comes, we.delight 1o
know that we hare, the, Eight-man for the vime ;

"
]

fb:q;mhm@w n e have: thas relied
riner. who, when..

y )ob%s»»w” i el
fail, we feel liko the. ma on - his
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voyage, suddenly discovers himself without com-
pass, chart or aocher, B

Sir, if ever there was a body of men who had
eause to rely upon another, to say, when the op-
portunity comes, we know where 1> p'ace our
hands npon the ripght wan, the temperance men
of this country formed that body, and the hon.
and learned Attorney General is that man.
The hon. Provincial Seeretary most truly de-
scribed the hon. Attorney General’s assumed
conneciion with the temperance body as shoulder;
to thoulder, bt when the emergency arose— when
the opportunity presented itself, and we relied
again upon that shoulder, the honble. gentleman
turned his bacik. He deemed it ** expedient that
the Prohibitory Bill should. be sent out for an
airing.”” A, sir, when I saw upon the public
records of this country that the hou. Atiorney
(eneral—thoe temperance veteran, the old man
eloquent in the cause—sided when he came to
power in giving a bounty of £300 upon intem-
perance in the form of a return of duties on offi-
cers’ wines, I felt that consistency and principle
had also been sent out arm in arm for an siring.
Such conduct: wherever seen, and no' matter by
whom exhibited, destroys all confidence. Again,
sir, look at the strnnge want of harmony in the
principles enunciated by the hon gentlemen op
pusite when in opposition, and their practice now,
respecting dismissals fiom office and the interfer-
ence of members of - government in elections
The learned member for Inverness, in speaking.
of this inconsistncy, manifested some surprise at
the waat of commou prudence by the hon. Atty.
General when in opposition. - Is there not a rea-
son for that want of prudence, if want of pru-
dence it can be called ? In 1847 an eleclion was
pending—the Catholics were on the liberal s'de
of the house—the hon. Attorney General be-
thought himself of getting up the ery of Catholic
ascendancy. He succeeded. Every village and
hamilet rung with that cry. . Every epithet which
the Englishh lavguage cculd supply, to inspire
contempt. and hatred of Catholics, was used.
That election was decided, and  the hon. gentle-
man found himself in a minority. Now, sir,
how would he view his position? He wou'd
reason thus: ““I am io a minority. There is
nothing now in the nature of affairs in this coun-
try to favoar the growsh of conservatism; and as
X have so abused the Catholics, I have dug so
so wide and deep a ditch betwecn them and me,
that they will never think of crossiug to mwe nor I
to them, my chances of office are therefore
gone, and henceforth T dedicate the remainder-of
my life to the obstruction of the liberals.” Con-
sequently, whatever pofiey ‘the- liberal govern-
ment announced, the hot. Attorney General dd.
vocated the opposite,  Sir, the hon. gentleman
did not know the Catholics half & well as “he
professed.  Worse, he did tiof know Hifnself. He
did vot thien know that ia 1857, whin these Ca
tholics would be brought up 1o thit ditch for the
purpose of béing 'driven - actoss, that ke would'
bend ‘over - the other sidé of that' ditch, ‘dnd-
when ‘the” ecclesiastival’ coramand: ‘wis" given,
“ jump for your 1ives,’ " would Wwith “outstiéithed’
arms _cry, * juinp foi my Tife® ' This had, hew-
ever, been' the case, #nd ‘the’ hon?igettlemat, utr-
expectedly in power, does bt chiooss to' make biy
pringiples o
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tvy, that last rémunant was destroyed by their cons
duct on the vesizmation of the hon.ex-Solicitor
General.- Now, I.pa:s over :the fact shown in
that matter, and also in the closing of the public
offices, thar some one or two men when not over-
ruled by their ecclesiastics, consider themselves
suffic;ent to manage the affairs of our country—
to speak of the minute of Council. It is evident
fiom this documeny that there is-a determination -
on the part of thaleader of the:government; to
prevent any more of his colleasues from resign-
ing to make such an example of the ex-Solicitor
General that no other member will dare to follow’
unless at the risk of his reputation. The last:
death blow was bere given to liberty of conscience:
in the government, Now, if we could stretch our
imaginations so far- as to-suppose the hon. Fin-
ancial Secretary to vesign and in his letter of re-
signation state that he had laboured to put the
finances of the country in & satisfactory state to’
make the receipts- equal the expenditures, but
finding bimself surrounded by those who made:
such extravagant -demands, he had failed in bis:
etfforts, and therefore; 83 an :honorable man, he
felt conscientiously bound to resign. What
would be the result? 'fhe Atty. General wounld’
imme ‘iately be seen gliding after tbe hon. gentle~
man to pin £3 4/*9d to his back, - : <
Again, suppose the Receiver General to re.
sign, and state that he had always been opposéd
to railroads as & government measure, believing"
that they would bring ruin mpon the eountry, and
that on a change of administration he merely:
joined the government for the purpose of devot-
ing his great financering ta'ents to keep the rain
off as long as possible, but inding the effort of
one unavailing against o much effort from his
colleagues in the opposite:direction, he félt it his
duty to resign. Now whatever thought the hon.
gentleman previously had of making such a re~
signation, he will;not make it now;—khnowing ‘as
he does that the Attorney (eneral will, if he has’
nothing worse than a ramor, take up that rimor-
and chalk on his back B. P, bonds at pag, .
The hon. Prov neia]l Secretary tells us/that the
result of the eight elections, heid since the'formas:
tion of the present government,does not favor
the conclusion that they are .growing :‘weakeri«
Six of these elections were held immediately:
after the disruption of the old government, when'
the question at issue. was 1ot fairly nuderstood.
Had the Hants election béén then held we would:
not. have had a chance; at’ shat time I wdald
have feared the result even:in Colchester,® By,
sit, when tiine -was. given for tlie question: to be'
undekstood, these counties sent men in opposition:
to- that government by united -majorities of 550: +
Few men in this countey change sheir opiniony
witiout careful eéxdmination. I France a:reve-
lution may be born in an howr: A public - opin«
iow which came' into" existencé inthe morning;
and’ which stréngihendd kntil noon, way apeven-
ing have passeéd away. »Thére it is. actioufirst;
resson alterwards. . Butiwith: the Anglo-8aixon
‘eharaeter it - i8 - veason - before: detion. v Tu iy
.countey réasvh’is becomingsativied, let the how!
\genlemeén opposite bawire of the action. » = >
 Again sit, Wearé told-that this changes which
dre being madd in publie-opinion; i owingito the
Protestant Allidnce,~:that this'is 4 politioal: iteti’
tution organized for the purposs of Gvérthiowiny

sitd practice harmiopizet 0 v
But, sir, if after 411 this; “theve wag'btill a tem-
nant of confidence-in: the meén who rule hr coun-

the present goveriment..  Having examined’ vhe
coustitdtion: of the'alliaude; T-do not find  dhy
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mention made of the government or any of its
members, and those who say it is opposed to the
present government muast feel that the principles
which it seeks to maintain, are not recognized by
that government. Sir, when men hear the
preacher of the Gospel denouncing sin, they do
not usaally apply what is said to themselves, un-
less there is something so plain—something
which so exactly snits them that they cannot pass
it bv, and consciznce compels them to sav ¢ that’s
me.” . Now, I never had a doubt bat. that gome
portions:of the lectures before the Alliance were
so applicably suited to the government, that the;r
could not in conscience help saying ‘“ that’s us
But, sir, I never expected to hear such a con-
fessicn made on behalf of that, dovernment as was
uttered on the floors of this house by'the hon,
member for Sydney, (Mr, McKeaguey.) He de-
nounced that Aliiance as
the overthrow of the present government, and in
proof of it read the conclusion of Professor King’s
lecture. Sir, the man who knows all the inflaen-
- ces operating upon that government, all .their
secret acts and intentions, could _not help saying
when he read that concluding paragraph “ that's
us.””  And he comes down to this house on behalf
of the government I presume, and makes this con-
fession. I shall read the passage again. . Our
conclusion therefore, is. that if we Protestants,
and our Roman Catholie fellow -subjects, are to
contiaue ia the enjoyment. of civil and re‘igious
libarty it is to be:secured, .uot by placing oursel-
ves under the influence of the Priests, but by do-
ing what we can to secure through the blessing
of God, that the administration of our public af-
fuirs shall be in the hands of men who fear.God
and hate covetonsness, men in whom we have
confidence, that they will not show contempt of
God’s word, by neglecting to secure a due place
for it in schools supported by proviacial funds for
the education of the young ; and. who will not by
supparting: with the public funds those who teach
popish error, involve us. in the. gulf of aiding and
abetting those. who are. ageots. in & conspiracy
against civil and . religious liberty.”’ % Fhat’s
against ws”. is it?  Well, what.a _confession !
What a government! A government. ¢ under
the influence of Priests I”” . A government *“ that
does not fear God 17 A gavernment “ that does
not hate covetousness I A government showing
" contempt of God's word,!” A (Jovernment
“aiding and abetting in- a cons iracy against
civil and religious liberty 1”7 g\g ,
ment ! What a confession 1 .. O, sir, L thank the
honorable. gentleman for ‘having made such.a
confession. It remains for this house and this
country to say if they shall bave absolation !
The bouse odjourned. e

o . Tifﬂuxpsbﬂ‘, Febz"u{iry“lo,;
Adjourned debate, resumed. . ‘

I

Hon. Arrorney GeNeRaL a.lludéd :l;on-déligy,,

and to desirableness of taking the. question: with-
out much mors losg of time., ., . g

- Hon.. FrxaxeraL SEcRETARY,—1 would . remind
thekouse that op.a =OUU Wi
have. had g -debate of six.days extension, . which
costs 2600 I hope that £600.more will BnoY be
expangded fon:it. I ywish. o .have: the debate
closed : that; we: may..ga. to..the business-of the
GOu’atry.‘ e [P TS S R T

Hon. Mr. Youxa.—I »am;%et aware of -any de-

Political, and designing.

hat a govern-

.| threadbare last session.

| lic documents are betore the

question.of expending £600 we
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sign " at this side of the house to cause delay un-

‘becessarily. I thoanght that the Attorney Gene-

ral wished to speak, 1 observed several notes
taken by gentlemen opposite yesterday,

Hoo, AtTorNey GunersrL.—I took no notes,
and only require about 20 minutes to explain ;
this protraction of discussion encroaches on the
usual forbearance of the houge. We have had
the same matters over and over again. I have
appealed more thun once to the good sense of
gentlemen. The business of the session iz de-
layed, S '

Hon. Mr. Young.—In a debate of this charagc-
ter repititions are to.ke expected. The delega-
tion forms only a small part of the discussion.
Why not forward the ordinary basiness,—but 1
2m not aware that we have any business to

| transact,

ATTORNEY GexERiL-—~We will soon find work

to-do.

Jixavonan Secrerary.—It would be bardly
courteous to bring in the jub'ic accounts while
discussing the Governor's speech.

Hoa. Mr. Young —I agree to that.

Proviscran Srcrerany.—1I took o few notes
of some absurd remarks, and might occupy half
an hour in review, but feel it unealled for to
thus ovecupy time until there is something to
auswer, I occupied about two hours recently,
and that is about as much time as ought to be
accorded to any one iu the debate. Not a state-
ment of those remarks have béen yet impugned,
not an argement met. Arguments at the other
side bave not only been refuted, but the refuta-
tion admitted. Better take the question, -
* (The bouse was -called.) - '

Hou. Mr. Howg—I do not wish to trespass on
altention. to the exclusion of othiers at either side,
Three very argumentative, gentleman-like speech-
es were made af this side yesterday ; I think the

rejoinder should come from the opposite benches.
If that is declined, some one at this side should
occupy the floor. = Gentlemen can hardly - ima-
gine that the speech of the ‘member. for Dighy
yesterday is to be considered an .offset to the
three speeches made by the gentlemen of the
opposition. " 1t may be the policy of the govern-
ment side not to speak ; let us undersiand what
isintended. If that be'so, I am ready to waive
wy right to address the house, Let us come to
the debate.or abandon it,

- Hou, Atroryey GENERAL~—The géntlemen op-

posite introduced the debate—let them mahage-
it.. As the Prov. Sec’y bas remarked, his speech
remains unauswered. We consider that we have
ho argament to answer ; some misstatements re-
quire explapation. The only subject which the
house.is in proper condition to discuss was worn
Other topics will come
up for discussion at a future dey, when .the pub-
house ;: we only an-
ticipate that. nnwisely, by debating now. If gen-
tlemen, who are . responsible for the debate ibink
that it will ;add. . 0-_their, reputasion ag men, of

| business, they ard I differ maderially, .

. Mr. CuamBERs—When , I last . gddregs;eé the
heuse; Mr. Speaker; I 2id not.intend . to eccupy

Tmore of the time of the, debate ;. bui some re.
‘marks have since heen made which require an an-
swep.. Jrgument, I deny thaj we
the; olheyside, and the government {
‘tually auswered any charge brought againgt

bave had.from
has. not effec.

them Garing the.debafe. Their design and policy
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is to shrink from discussion, to allow ohserva-
tions fo pass over quietly, and prevent, if pos
sible, that their gondact be arraigned and the
resulte sent over the country. But wenld we do
our duty as representatives if we did not bring
them to account for their condact during the
recess, and place matters in a true position before
the close of the session? I proceed, therefore.
to review some rerparks made since I addressed
the honse recently. The leader of the govern-
ment opposes debate becaunse the papers are not
on the table, and thinks this is an answsr to all
the charges brought against him. I refer him
to 1837, when at the very commencement of a
session he starts up and lays on the table a pro-
nosition of want of confidence in the government.
Were there any such papers on the table then?
No ; hut he could occupy I4 or I5 days to break
wp the government, while if we take 5 or 6 it is
called a waste of time--so that we may be pre.
vented from bringing them to the bar of justice,
to give an account of their political conduct,
Geutlemen opposite have been in office for two
vears, Last session one measure was announced,
hat they were obliged to withdraw it. A mem-
ber at that side was adverse to the bill, and they
had to make a disgraceful retreat. This session
not a single measure is announced, they dare not
try one, What are we called on to do by the
speech 7 To thank Providence for being kind to
us, which we agree to—and to declare that the

railway to Truro is finished, which is not the’

, fagt.  Ooe design of the government appears to
be by any weans to produce a quarrel between
the Jeader of the opposition and his ‘supporters.
They attempted that before, in reference to the
member for Windsor; but wounld the member for

Inverness be so regardless of his reputation

as to take such hints from the otherside? I
lock on the complimentary resolution recently
moved at Temperance Hall a3 resultiog from the
gawe feeling——to eause division awong the op-
position, The member for Digby, in his usual
siyle, called the debate a waste of time.

Mr. Wapu—1I say so still, & ridiculous waste
of time. '

Mr. CaamBrry—The charge comes with an ill-
arace from him, He wasted move time, I consi-
der than all the members of the opposition du-
ring the last four years—a waste in idleness. See
the position which the hon. member occupied
some time ago, and that which be occupies to-
day. I hope never to see one of the opposition
0 situated, even if we were to sit at this side
of the house for the next 20 years. He says that
the debate is for electioneering purposes. 1 up-
derstand that he has some anxiety on that snb-
juct. Fle was sent here to represent the township
of Dighy-~dare he ge back again, ‘

Me. WanE—Yes! ‘

Mr, Caansers—We know be shrinks from it.
He is afvaid to face the honest yeomanry of Dighy,
and thevefore he does not want this debate to be
gcattered over the conmbry. ~ ¢ -

Hon. ATToryeY GENERAL,~I Tise to order. I
think the hon. gentleman’s: remarks- are out of
order; they are of po value. © S

Hon. Mr, Youne,—I consider that the Attoraey
Goneral goos beyond his provinee, in sayiag that
remarks of the hon. member -aré  of mo valee and
out of order. B A

H on. ATroryEY GENERAL—When he applies
guch language to another member, he exceeds the
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license of Parliamentry rale. I care not ahount
it myself, but-every man of taste will feel that it
iz out of order. «
Mr. Wigr,—If the angel Gabriel himself were
speaking at this side, he would not please gentie-
men opposite. (Laughter.) :
Mr, Cuavsir,—The leader of the government
is ratber sensitive, he sees all the difficulties og
one side ; if he had risen yesterday when the
members for Dighy and Falmouth, and others,
were addressing the house, I might justify his
course to-1ay. Fhe member for Dighy pretends
to be pleased with my remarks, but he exhibits
gignsg to the contrary. I advise him, that silence
iz his best poliey. - - He says be is afraid to touch
the Catholic question. (Mr Wade,—No.) Itis
well understood why ; he is afraid of the yec~
manry of Digby, aud wants te shrink from the
qnestion, * But in thus, bringing them to the test,
when they rétarn to their constitucncies, and are
asked, did you vote for thim and for that, they -
cannot give the denial which they otherwire
might ; affairs will be in that position that the
country may judge who were right, and whe
wrong. I nextcome fto the remarks of the mem-
per for Falmouth, and I would refrain from re-
plying to him, only for one or twe observations,
baving reference to the county he comes from,
the men of Hants would not think I did them .
justice if T refrained from noticing these remarks.
He intimated that the yeomanry thére were guil
ty of © ftaud and forgery.” I wish to bring him
to the book on that, and I challenge him to show -
an inctance in proof of the charge. Ef he cannot,
let him, as a man of honor, withdraw that.charge. -
How were they so guilly ? Whom did they de-
frand ? Did they use any means at the election:
that ought not to be used, to mccomplish the re-.
turn of gentlemen who nows represent the coun-
ty 2 1 think not; but gome instances of frand, as
he calls it, might be stated which he would not.
like to acknowliedze. The government which be
sapportg, and which backs him up in the charge,
what did they do? Did they use fraud ? Did
they abuse their influence to accomplish an ob-~
jeet? ' Lef us read an extract ‘from a letter by
Mr. Forman, which has pot been costradicted.
(Mr. C. read an extract concerning pressure used
tn cause the employment -of Mr. McDonald, at
Windsor, previous to the election.) What wa
the pressure brought to bear on the Railway
Board to-cause thal persons ewmployment there:
that he might be ready to use his influence ab the
gounty election? Was that fraud? Anether in<
stance was given by a letter from the Chairmer
to another person. telling him the consequence s
if be used bis influence at -the election. - These
were instances of the kind, of influence brought
to bear against ug at that contest. I want the
hon. member elther to support the charge, or
when he returns to the couuty to say why he
brought such here, S
" During some remarks of mine; mude recenthy;
1 wade allusion to the Editor eof the Christian
Messenger newspaper, in ‘cobsequesee: of which 1
obtained a complimentary note asking for expla+
nation ; requiridg yeasons for charging him with'
béing under the infliencé'of the leader of thejo-:
vérnment. ¥ give ‘Himi wiy ‘answer. I.ask himo
to coutrast the editorlals: of *that paper io 1860;
with those of 1859 Compare the articles with.
those‘of the recoguized organ of the devomina-
tion in New Bruaswick, the Christian Visiior, and
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fay whether he can satisfy his mind, But he re-
presents the Baptist dcnomination on those
pointe. 1f the editor of the Messenger will publish
a few documents furnished by me, I agree to with-
draw my eharge, I ask him to publish the syno-
dical jetter signed in this city by fonr Catholie
Bichops ; to publih Bishop O’Connell’s letter
and articles which appeared in the HMorning
Chronicle during the month of June, Ifbe agree,
1 withdraw the charge. Is it not evident that
the paper is under the control of the Jeader of the
Zoverumeant, that not an article appears in it con-
trary to that gentleman’s views 7 ’

I think, sir, that the people of the provinece
owe a debt of gratitude, which they will not be
able to repay, to those 22 gentlemen of the op-
posilion, who, wheun the prople’ righis ang liber-
tics and all they held dear and sacred were me-
naced, bad the mauliess to eome forward and
resist those attacks,~and in doing so have re-
sisted the power of a’ foreign ecclesiastic, angd
bave sceured t}g'e rights of Nova Scotia for the
next 20 yeard” That power, like the snake in
the giass, was gaining influence inch by inch, but
now it has to be gained at its own peril—it is now
discuss 4 in every hamlet of the country, ang
when its ingredichts are known it will be at
once rejected, 'We have erected g political plat-
Torm. and ou that we will stand or fall. I wonld
rather remain in opposition for the next 20
years, if honored so long with a place in this
house, than to sheink from  the ‘respousibility we
have assumed. I eay to yentlemcn at this side
that they must zo forward, man to man, shoulder
to shoulder. and let the people judge who are
right and who wrong, If we suceeed, I hope to
fee a goverament that can struggle with that
power in the east and shake ita foundations. I
belicve such a government will be so firm, that
no class can mdterially damage its position, - If
e succeed in forming a government such as the
Coantry ought 10 have, and the pride of every
honest maa in Nova Scotia, I hope to sce i.
based on true Protestant principles, which shal
be out of the power of any foreiun ecclesiastic to
thake or distarb, (Disapprobation wag expressed
by parties in the eastern gallery. “ The officers of
the house promptiy called to order.)

Hon MrHowg.—1I had not the good fortune,
& Mr Speaker, tobe present when the Provincial
 Secretary delivered g speech, which I read for a
§ first time this morning. - Considering the delibera-
4 tion and apparent care with which that speech
has been prepared and reported, I would have
much preferred to have had an hour or two to
rin my eye over the papers, in reference to
several poiuts tonched by him.  Ag the govern-
'] ment evinee no disposition to debate thig amend-
] ment fairly with those who have agsailed them, it
becomes apparent that time must be wasted, or
that those at this side, whe have anything to say,
must occupy the floor ; 1 feel, therefore, that in
performance of my duty to 1he opposition and the
government I should: not withngid longer than iz
Yequisite, any observations which I have to make,
Yesterday we had an‘argumentative speech from
the member for Ha!iﬁxx‘;"whowelsew&em, is said to
have ro opinions of his own. ‘necability, no - posi-
tion in- the ‘couiitry i yetuiot & mdw 4t the govern-
ment side, 2néer gy they niay; have answered; or
can an8wer niy hon friend. In that "able speesh
2ot & point was'toached, not & reference maie, in
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which there was not force ang aptness. Take
again the speech of the member for Pictou ; he
but rarely addresses the house,—~but how will his
speech compare with the curioug display that we
heard from the member for Digby? ~ Let any one
Judge of the relative ability of the two sides of the
house by these two speeches, and what would be
the estimate ?’. He would corme to the conclusion
that glthough it might suit the government to
Sneer at such attacks, yet that the intellectual
power was on the side of Pictou. Take also the
** maiden speech’’ of my young friend from Lon-
donderry. I listened with a degree of pleasure
that few matters of 2 personal kind could give
e, to the able, beautiful, and argumentative
speech made by that Joung gentleman, who hag
come to take his father’s place in this" house —
Rarely is it, here or elsewhere, that sons do
worthily fill their father’s place, but it is delight-
ful to observe it so in this instance. I feel that
the government lacks grace and dignity when
such speeches are allowed to go unanswered .~
Though long absent and unfamiliar with the cur.
rent political literature. I do not suppose that it
will be o difficult task to good-humouredly toueh
Some points raised in debate. Leét me take, for
illustration, some of the speeches which preceded
that of the Provineial Secretary. The member
for Sydney tells us that if the leader of the oppo-
sition would absolve him from .his obligation of
secrecy, he could ““a tale unfold 3>’ he pretends
that he has something marvellous to say only
that his lips are sealed. . Does he not know that
to every member of sagacity sueh talk is moon-
shine?. It the people believed that the member
for Inverness had any such power they would
display more jgnorance than 1 sseribe to them.
Whatis the case? Those two gentlemen were
members of the same goveriment, and they did
an act which shivered the administration ; they
did it jointly, as part of the united cabinet of Siy
Gaspard LeMarchant. They dismissed Mr. Con-
don, and the member for Sydney wrote the letter
of dismicsal, . , .
. Mr Hexry.—State what is within your own
knowledge, X

‘Hon Mr Howr.—Did the hon. gentleman sign
the letter of dismissal, or did he not ?

‘Mr Hexey.—I did. - '

Hon Mr Howg.—Then he signed the letter tha
dismissed Mp Coudon; he didthe act; he did more
than any other member of Council which shivere
that government, What next? Finding that the
cabinet was shivered, was going to the winds, he
struck out the most novel political line that I
ever heard of ; he turned round on the falling
administration, pretended thit he disapproved of
their act, and joined the opposition at the critical
moment when his friends were overturned. Since
then he has occupied 2 position that nome on
either side of polities can understand. 1 deal
with this question frankly and faicly, imitating,
I'hope, the style of -debate which, with some ex.
ceptions, causes the present to differ favorably

frofa the debate of last year. /I'put the question
o you, Mr, Speaker, assuming the facts ag [ state
themi, when should he have made thé axplanation
now proposed ? . He -should have obtained the
‘ordinaty literty and mude the statement st the

{time. I he'did mot; who is to blame ? - If ho had

‘done 50, howgver, I s ot sure that we woudd
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be much the wiser. By what rule does he now,
two years after the event, and when Sir Gaspard
LeMarchant has left the Province, come up and
ask the leader of the opposition to give him per
mission to make disclosures which that gentleman
has no power to permit or to control; his col-
Jeagne has no power to absolve him from his
official oath? Yet that application is to be sent
abroad to effect damage to the opposition, and to
aid the government. If a member of the House
of Commons put such a question, would he not be
aughed down by the entire body ? Fancy Lord
John Rugsell rising, two years after he had left
office, and ought to have made explanation, to
say, true; I put my name to a document of which
I am ashamed, T dismissed 2 man who ought not
have been disiissed, I have changed my party
and fight under banners that floated over the
host by which it was overthrown, but [ wish Lord
Palmerston to absolve me from my obligations of
secrecy, that T may make certain disclosures,

Mr. Hexry.—1 am sure the hon. gentleman
does not wish to misrepresent. He, himself, said
recently, that I ought to have the permission.
Immediately after the event {alluded .to, I asked
the leave from the Lieutenant Governor. Tasked
the member for Inverness fivé days after, and
have asked every session since. It is not fair to
bave ‘the country Believe that what I ask is now
for the first time, ] .

Hox. Mz. Youna.—Did he make the applica-
tion in writing? Ifso let him read the letter, [
have no recollection of it. If he asked the leave
from me, it would have been instantly given.

Mr. Henry.—Immediately on my resigning [
applied to the Lieutenant Governor. He request-
ed me ro speak to Mr. McNab, intimating that he
expected to see him that evening. I did see Mr.
MeNab, and conveyed the message,—but obtained
no answer to my request for leave. ‘

Hown. Mr. Yousa.—This is new to me, I will
see Mr. McNab. o C

Hon. Mr Howe—If the application was in
writing, ag it ought to have been, the docament
itself might be here. After all, I say to him; if
his colleagues so mismanaged their négociations,
that the question is not clear, why should we be
troubled with it now, unless it is sought to make
the country unfairly believe that something might
be disclosed which would have a damaging effect
on the oppogition ? I did jestingly ask for the
absolution, the other. day. and, if my hon. frien
4hinks he has the power, I have no objection now
that it should be given. . I ask for noexplanation.
I take the member for Sydney’s public action,
and enquire whether there is any precedent for
-the course in English parliamentary practice?
Let the leaxned gentleman state the precedent
for signinga decument, sending it abroad, and
then abandening the council for the act which he
thus publicly endorsod. I am scrry that the hon
.geatleman has set.an ezample in his personal
couduct which will stand in history single and
alone. He and.I were old friends in former
times, but on this side of the house we all consi-
der his cenduict. as beyond all ordinary rule, and
such as we eannot comprehend. .. . .

The hon, member sneered, 84 the hon. member
for Inverness as the nominal leader.of the oppo-
sition. I say that he i not only nominal but real
leader, - I ought not to take his place, and have
not the least desire to interfere with the position

‘port, while. £70,000. weze in dispute, ;; Towards
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which he has won in the estimation of his friends.
If the member for Sydney knew my present feel-
ings and purposes, he would know that by no pos-
sibility can I-desire to interfere with the just
position and influence of the member for Inver-
nesd. The learmed gentleman misstated my
language over and over again. I did not say
thag we had nothing to debate, I did not mean to
say that the question was not fairly raised, but
that not heing present in the Province, and not
having materials w0 judge by, I wasnot in a posi-
tion to debate many of the points, and therefore
I designed to put them aside ; that emough for
me, there were broad lines, and intelligible land-
marks to guide myself by, and locking to these I
was prepared to vote for the amendment. The
member for Sydney intimated that while we spoke
of a weak government, we appeared like a
weak opposition. Perhaps we are mnot very
strong,—we are tolerably wunited though,
as he will flnd when we come to the vote.
As to our weakness, if such speeches as he and
the member from Digby made are tv be consider-
ed as indicative of the intellectual strength of the
Government, when compared with the unanswer-
ed speeches at-this side, we may be weak in
numbers hut not in. mental power. To me it
appears that the ability which the hon gentleman
formerly possessed, is becoming chilled and bound
by the false position which he occupies. He lacks
the capactty and virtue which aforetime gave me
pleasure and pride.

Last- year, for a while, when the .old bauner
fluttered over bis head, on the question of the
Legislative Council bill, he geemed to resume his
‘0ld position, and exhibit hig usval encrgy. When

ight, e has his intellectual streagth ; but when

half the time wrong, as now, Gulliver, bound by
Lilliputians haod and foot, does not seem more
helpless,  We look at past perils, and feel some-
what of the consequences of conflict ; but it I
look forward for a few years, hopefully and
kindly for the country, my wish i3 to see every
man attainiog his just position, ripeping hig
powers, and bringing them forward for the ser-
vice of the conntry. [ hope yet to see the hon.
gentlewcan break through those trammels, to see
him win back the laurels of other days, which
are, to a'large extent, dimwed by preseut politi-
cal asiociations. L R

I scarcely know what to say to the member
from Digby, who lecture@ the gentlemen on this
side on want of dignity and iutormation. - Well,

it is bad eiiough to be reproved by t e Attorney |

General,—even - the Provincial Secretary might
be forgiven,—bnt to be ledtared on dignity and

information by the member for Dighy is more -

than human patare can bear. -Coe-ar, similacly
sarpriscd. -exclaimed-- You teo,. Brutus,’” and
he could not have been more astonished &% cold

steel than I wos at a lecture oun digunity and.ea-
pacity from such ;& quarter. . (Laugbier.) The
hon. gentleman spoke of wasting the time of the
house, and of preveating.papers from coming
down. Docs ‘he: recolleet -lagt session, when he
sat as & most incompatent judge, as I believe, on
railway affairs'for.weeks, and when he and the
member for Sydoey breught, in. an,ircomplete re-

the close of; the ; gession, when the -Subject was
expeoted. 0-como; hefore the house regularly for 41
the first time, what did we see him do? "Lale at

|

night, when members had gone off to disner, aud“



PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

when he assumed that be had a majority to carry
his propositien, he rose here, while & sum of
£70.000 was at stake—while -the character of
the country was at stake, from astacks of con-
tractors and their agents, with the report uncan-
vassed, the evidence unsifted—he. moved the
previous question. the effect of which would be
if carried, to stifle all debate. ;

Mr. Waps—As he bas not told the whole
truth, I wish to explain. He is doing the same
injustice to me that be did to the member for
Sydney. I wish to explain. I take for granted
that he is the gentleman who wrote the editorial
in the Alorring Chronicle which arrived at Digby
as soon as [ did, on my return from. the session.
The article is in just such words 28 he now uses.
Not having stated all the facts, he hag suppressed
the trath. (Cries of order, and noises made by
the feet of one or two members, took place during
those observations.)

Hoo. Mr. Howe—I speak in the
those who heard his motion,

Mr. Wape—You did not tell all.
do so, I rise to explain.

Mr. Srzaker—You will have
to do so. (Mr. Wade sat down.)

Hou. Mr. Howe—The hon. gentleman is not
going to receive any injustice at my bhands, His
language is not parlizmentary, but I do not take
advantage of that. I sit down to hear the expla-
na'ion ; he ought to give it. ‘

Mr. Wape.~I will not do so now,
and other noise.) - C

Mr. Tozin.~He is right not to do 8o now, when
ke was not allowed at the time he wished. . We,
at this side, will not, be erashed or brow-beat by
any. (A scenes of excitement took place. Mr.
Tobin walked. up from the lower part of the
bouse to the tabl.. Mr, Wier rose from.his seat
to the left of the Speaker,
fronting Mr. Tobin, © Some warm words ' passed,
apparently. Mr. Esson, hon. Atty. General, hon.
Mr. Young, stepped forward and interfered ; the
geutlemeu returned to their places.. Expressions
of applause aud disapprobation were heard from
the gallariesi~ Order was restored.) A

Hon. Mr. Youxe:—Allow me to -8ay a word.
No member has a right t6 address the. house, even
in explanation, while another. has the. floor, -
There is no such- parliamentary: role allowing
that. None have a right to interrnpt a member

judgement of
I wish you

an opportunity

- (Laughter

speaking, except by a call to order, or for ‘the

purpose of clearing : the gallery. The language
used by the member for Digby hasled to this
scene. I hope such will not occar again,

Mr. Wapg.— vembers are. only. following the
course pursued throughont the debate,

Hon. Arrorvey Gexesarn.—The mede has been:

to allow explanation at. the instant. .No member
makes more explanations than the member for
Windsor: Tlie* member for-Inverness must take
the practice as it existe, - .. .. .. .
Hon. Mr, Youns.—~1 deeply regret to hear the
Attorney Generalquestion an established rule of
the Hoase of Commons. - Courtesy may allow ex-
planation,  but . it is . adt o right. Ja: futare 1
l\;miv do what I can to maintain the order of.-the
ouse, oot \“-"f’w"w‘* " S er w e
Hon." Atrorngy GENERAE—I 4id net deny

EENPRTEE

the ruje,~-I gpoke ofithe practiee of this house.: .

* Hon, Mr."ﬁ&v!ﬁ:‘iv«i}l ‘made at assertion which T
belidved to be-cordect.  The' member for Bighy'
himself violated order. He used language for
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which he might bave been taken down. I wmake
the statement again : towards the close of last
session, in & matter of £70,000, on a question of
‘much magoitude, with papers and a report fer
a first time before the house, the member for
Digby did rise and move the previous question,
‘which, if carried, would exclude debate. If he
wishes to.deny that, I will siv-down and listen to
his explanation. .

Mr. Wapz.—The member for Windsor is not
quite right ; I stated that I would move the pre-
vious question ; what I complain. of ig, tiat lie
did pot accompany his remarks with what I said
al the-time ; he did not meution that X gave rea-
sons for moving that yuestion. What I did say
was, that I was obliged to relurn home ; and
therefore I would move the previous gnestien,
that the vote might be taken,—that I might re-
cord my vole,—but not for party purposes

Hon. Mr. Hows—He was going bome, as
others were. The fact remaing, the previons
question was moved, aud it was only defeated by
my whispering avouund the benches, let us aban-
don the house, let it Le counted out. That put
an end to the proposition, no matter what the
motive or langnage. As to repeating what he
said,- I do not charge my memory with the learn-
ed member’s speeches. If there was auything to
just fy the motion, I would try to remember it.
The member tor Halilax knows me toe well, to
think if I had the power, which I bave not, Lthat
I would use it to suppress discussion, or crush

and walked over, con- |

oasting votes Heveferred
V. ielegtion as fiaadulens,
tie-did<not meantbaty abat he s would not uce

apny one- here, L Ce

Mr. Topin.—I did not allude to the hon, mem-
ber, but to geutlemen at the other side, who
stamped. I did not think that according to ths
dignity of the house.. ,

Hou. Mr. Howe. —If some did stamp occasion-
ally, it would not be wmuch to be wondered at.,
The practice in the House of Commons is t6
make various noises when a person speaks, whom
they do not wish to hear at the time. Iam will-
ing to submit to the practice if adopjed here. I
speak now with difficulty. in consequence of par.
tial indisposition. The member gays, I taunted
him. Noj butI think be forgot himsclf when
he stood up yesterday, like a school-master, to
lecture gentiemen, here with want of capacity,
and with wasting the time ot the house. (Mr.,
Wade.—I did not.) He left that impression at
all events,

Tarning to the specch of the member for Fal-
Touth, I may remark that I would be sorry fo
say anything uopleasant to him. I listened to
him the other day with curiosity, to hear what
bie had to state. H complained “that a member
of the Legislative Councii bad told that he, the
member for Falsouth; had voted for putting the
expense of Railway fencing on the committee,
through which the road ran. . I forgot all about
the particulars, but, - referring fo the member
of th Legislative Council. [ was au herised to
say, that vot only did the:hon. gentleman vote ag
'was eaid; but in being reproached for doing so
tast winter, be did pot attemptito deny it. The
Yote was given in committed, and therefore, is
Aot on record. Idoi pot- say: that he gave the
) t6-1the ceunty of Hants
- Liake forigranted, that

‘#uch-lanuage against-his: own county for politi-

oal purposés. - 1.was there at the time, and so far
as I saw, the elcction was fairly won. But, let
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me give the Lon. member an illustration of what
1 did observe, and then we may judge whether
the fraid was on the side of those who won. I
went into the county after nomination day, and
rode round, visiting the largest polling places.
We are lectured here by the Provincial Seerctary.
as enemies of Temperance, and are told that the
government are its friends. I pow tell him what
I saw in Hants. From the time I left Windsor,
uniil I returned, I never saw an open tippling
ghop on the side of the opposition, but in every
part of HantsI saw rom shops for the govern-
ment side. At the polling place where I stood,
liguor was carted to the ground, in quantities
sufficient to have made every mao at both sides
druvk,—with their opponents, I saw nothing but
the common beverages of the land in which they
live ; so that I cannot allow the hon. member to
make unjust and unfair impressions as far as the
county is concerned.

We were treated to a lecture the other evening
from the Financial Secretary. Some observa
tions were made by me, when immediately that
officer rose, and in his usnal style, delivered a
lecture to me on good manners. What did I
say? That during my absence from the pro-
vince, om the day of the funeral of & R. Cathclie
prelate, the flug of England, usually hoisted on
Government House, was lowered * balf mast.”
Was thata fact? or was it pot? Can any man
deny it That being admitted then, am I, a
Nova Scntian, a British suhject, a member of the
legizlature, not to exprsss here, or anywhere, the
utter disgust with which I heard ot that desecra-
tion of the national flag. Wbat bad I to do
about who did it, who explained it? I put my
hand on the fact, and as the member for Wind-
sor, a representative of the country, I raise my
voice against such desecration. Suppose the flag
stocd on Buckingham palace, and that it were
lowercd in honer of Cardinal Wiseman, would any
statesman there be lectured for repressing his in.
dignation? Isthere an Englishman in the land
who would not feel himself justified in denounc-
ing the actas [ do? T am told that it is indeli-
cate to do so because some explanation which 1
did not see was given by the Lieut. Governor, 1
fet my face against this system of thrusting the
Lieut. Goveraor in the front rank for party ob-
Jjects. 1t used to be a trump card, and mnay be
yet, to involve the Queen’s representative in
personal conflicts with the political opposition.
I hope gentlemen here will have discretion
enough net to permit that. Government House
is u house for public purposes, in custody of the
Board of Pablic Works, :

It L fiod a man on the roof of that building
setling {ire to it, am I to obtain an explanation
frcin the Lieut.-Governor absolving the Board ?
No. If I find the flag desecrated, am I to accept
the explanation of the Lieut. Governor? No.
I bold the government responsible ; so that I do
not thiuk there was any requirement of the lec-
ture alluded to. Do we speak of these matters
to wound the feelings of the Lieut-Governor?
Far from it j it is unwise to bring his name here
in connection with such:occurrences. - Buf the]
Livut-Governor did not issue aw order to have
the public offices closéd, .though some: ene did.
We are told now thut it was the Attorney Gene-
ral.. Then it is'time for every man in the Legie
lature, and out of it, to raise his voice against.
guch offences, as regards public decorum ang
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British feeling, as marked the fransactions of
that day.” I do not say that I wish any servant
dismissed who lowered the flag unadvisedly,—I
do not say that il it were of consequence to ac-
cept the Licat.-Governor’s explanation, I would
not do %o ; but I have a bigher duty to perform
here--to take cave that such an act shall not
oceur £gain in this province. I want the people
to put it beyond the power of an administration
to issue such an order,—that the state of feeling
shall be such that at no time bhereafter shall
honors be paid to the elergymen of any church
which ought to be paid only to a member of the
Royal family, Therefore, I say thai the Fiol.
Secretary rather went out of his way to read me
a lectare. IHe undertook also to take the Catho-
lics under his especial tharge. He enquired
could he drag down these that assisted hiin, and
then made use of - the adjuration about Heaven
forgeiting him il he forpgot them. I could not
help smiling, recollecting that when George the
Third wus sick, and when his recovery was
doubtful, Chancellor Thurlow kept floating be-
tween the government and the opposition, as did
the Financial Sceretary sometimes; but wken
the recovery was known, than came the adjura-
tion about his attachment to the king. (Mnr.
[Iowe related the anecdote, told by Mr. Archi-
bald on a preceding day, daring Mr. Howe’s
absence from the house. In reference to a ray-
ing of Sheridan, wbich alluded to very condign
punishment of the Chancellor, Mr. Howe went
on to say:) I do not, however, want to
gee the Financial Secretary sent to the bad
place. 1 feel as the old Presbyterian Minis-
ter did, when speaking of wicked people, he said,
“ ghake them over the bad place, but Loid, dinna
let them fallin,” I have similar feelings in re-
ference to the Financial Sceretary.; notwithstand-
ing his offences, although, I would ot mind
shaking him over, I would not let him fall in.
(Laughter.) Heis not very original, however,
in his declamation and figures of rhetoric. He
intimated that the member for Windsor, at one
time, was going to destroy an institution of his
'‘Churehl.  The last attempt of that kind was made
by the member for Sydney. One of my first pub-
lic-acts was, not to destiey that institation, but
to raise other similar institutions up to an egna-
lity. If the friends of that establishment were
satisfied, all would have been settled, but they
sotight for more money, they came here, raiged
ah angry discussion,—grants to other Colleges
were rednced, and that of Windsor stood un-
equal. Whoasttacked it? I do not say that I
did not try to do what was just to all sects, but
I voted for the bill when it was brought in, and
inso doing, differed from some of my friends,
and was near comiugin collision with them, they
thinking the measure too favorable to Windsor
College. TR

The Finaucial Secrotary might find, on ex ami-
nation, that by the combined efforts of the then
member for Halifax and the member for Hants,
that ‘the bill passed. 1 do not.ree that the pre-
sept member for Windsor-has anything to answer
for-on that subject. ‘The Finl, Becretary,. bow-
‘éver, ‘it appears, takes .all the Catholics under
his protection. * Come to this bosom my own
stricken deer,” and be- seems to think, that as
long as ‘they are unnder:his charge-they are all

right. . Sinee his. speech: was woade, 1 took the
Azrouble to hunt up an old shwanac, dated 1839,
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which shews that up to that period, £h§ixgh Guys-
boro” had heen politically and municipally, to a

large extent, under the inflaence of the Financial.

Secretary's family and friends, for, ag the honble.
gentleman himself admits, about¥/o years,—al.
though along the coasts and 3arbors Catholies as

well as Protestants had setiled, rearing their,

estublishments and their cabins on the ragged
shores of the country,—yet
down to 1839, not a R. Catholic inhabitant was
commissioned as a wmagistrate under that infly-
coce. (Minancial Secretary denied that subse-
guently.) When the liberals obtained power to
do justice, aud did it. when they. placed the
Catholics of Guysboro’ and Halifax, and other
counnties, on a fair footing, ¥t is a little to0 much
for us~~who will not.allow any combivation of
Catholics to swash our houses, denounce our
Sovereign and public men,—it is a liiile too
muach to say that they were well treated by him,
when it was our attitude tLat mzde attention to
them imperative, Not wishing to trespass on the
time of the house, I pass to the speech of the
Provincial Secretary. D .

Now, I come to-the speech of the hon. Provip-
cial Secretary ; I might have  desired that on
questions of such importance as those touched by
that hon. gentleman .some further: time should
bave been permitted me- to examine and analyse
the arguments be used. It seems. o be the gene-
ral impression amoog the friends of that gentle-

man that he made a specch which not having
been avswered, was therefore, by inference, un-

answerable.  [{ was assamed that since the Pro-
vincial Secretary had spoken, . the government
was saved, and the opposition discomBited. That
we, one and all, ¢ horae, foot, and artillery were
sent cowering to the wall.” (Lauaghter) | .

Now, sir, with but little time or inclination to
examine that speech, I ran my eye bastily over
it. What isit? A repetition of the haekneyed
arguments which have been scattered to the
winds four or five times during this debate. The
learned gentlemay, at the ontset, said that had
we © waited tor the public documents,” we conld
not have made: this motion, and that th+ learned
member from Iuverness hag availed himself . of
almost the only opportunity which the session
will allow- of making an attack upou the go-
vernment. Lo D .

Sir, are the members on this side of the house
such very fools and children that they come here
segsion after session and remain 50 unacquainted,
¢o _entirely oniaformed, on questions of pablic
policy, that they require docaments .on all occa-
sions to be submiticd before they ventare to ag-
tail the government? Who that has listened
atientively to the present debate can fail to per-

~ ceive that .the .charges preferred against the ad.

winistration are founded on evidence coneclusive
and incontrovertible, whieh no documents ,that
may: be brought. dewn, or withbeld, can  mate.
rially effect? I may not. be-wery skillful, bat if

80 disposed, I -think [ could raise a dozen ques:
tions, either:with or,without papers,. to put the
getlemen.opposite-upon  their metal, ., .. ‘-

The Provineial Secretary next progeeds toscold
us for being “Tagtions,” and, for, not "exhibiting
the “ large statosmanlike views. -which prevail,
elsewhere.”. . Let me ask, sir,. whose - busi ness . it
is to propound-*“ large and, stalesman-like views}”’

What are we debating here? The state paper for |

the year, which of all other documents laid be-

for the 70 . years,

heen. given,. because the. oppositien are
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fore this house. should contain large andstates.
man-like views ;" and yet, sir, haviug perased it
from end to end, I have failed to dizcover any-
thing like a statesman’s exposition of policy—a
comprehensive indication of the course: which the
administration intend to pursue ; or a deliuea-
tion of the measures they are prepared tv pro-
pouwd. Sir, bag this country ng commerce, no
fisheries, no agriculture, no infaut mauutactures ?
Are we at this day in such a position as . te re-
quire no legislative action on auy of these sub-
Jeets 7 The administration have had g yuar to
consider what measures the necessities’ of the
country require them to inaugurate and carry
out ; they knew that some actiye, vigorous go-
vernment effort was required to meet' the exigen-
cies of our public position, and yet, in this fa-
mous state paper we have not disclosed .8 single
measure of general public utility, designed by
h e government for the benefit of the couniry,—
Had tbe Government prepared such measures, I
nced hardly say that the opposition were prepar-
ed to come up to their discussion willing aud
anxious to lend their aid lo perfect them, - So
much for the * large and statesman-like viewg’’
of the government which are nowhere to be found ;
g0 much for the vaunting egotism ot the konble.
gentleman, whose only merit, if wmerit it be, ig
the promulgation of principles which by his own
action he ignores. o : S
He tells us that the cabinet, in England, thougl
in a minority, are enabled to CAITY on ‘* the pub-
lic business,” by the generous forbearance of the
opposition, because seats on the treasury benches
are nob as here, of such consequence to public
men, By this be would huve the country he-
lieve that the opposition members are desirous
only of obtaiaing office. In my opinion the hon,
Provineijal Secretary might have spared the refor-
ence ; bat yet, sir, it is not founded in fact. But
a short time siuce, in my reading, I met with an
account of the monies raised by the people of
England to pay the debts of Pitt—and the-
anecdote of Sheridan, who held one of the bigh-
est positions in the gift of the Crown, exhibitg
still more forcibly the fulacy of his argument.
“ W) at,” said that celebrated statesman to g gjr-
cle of wealthy Whigs, who were boasting of their
political consistency, “ have you to boast of? ]t
costs &. poor devil like me something to be con-
sistent, who never owned a shiiling in the worjd.
It is a great mistake to sappose, gir, that every
man in thé. House of Commons js 80 afflaent g
to care notlling for: .office. Even in this house
there .are a dozen men who in poist of fortune
ave better .off than many .who sit in the House of
Commons. Lord Derby in.Begland holds power
not beeause every body is wealthy and magngni.
mous, bt becanss no other leader is strong
enough, to turp him out and form 8- BEW. goverm.
ment: afterwards. A “hosiile vote” has ot
en, . not yui-
ted, and if given,an appeal to.the.country mighy

‘veverse- it., Lword Joha . Ruassel}, Mr, Bright ang

ir, Roebuck, such. bging the stats of parties, ag

ist, the osbinet wish good measures, as we .wonlq

assist the: Atorney General if he brought down
-B0Y.

England which opeped.a

But how long would a cabinet stanqd jp
; l ¢d.& parlisment with such g
Epgech. 48 this 2 without. & . measure—with po.
g:l%ég@;ﬁ;‘:ﬂ‘?sﬁ%]%kﬂweﬂﬁ”,f'ﬂ“@; no policy. des
MG, oy ey IR oo

We are told that singe the present Cabinet wag
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formed, eight elections have been ran. I can
only remember six. ,

Hon. ProviNciaL SECRETARY.—Two
bave heen run in Anbapolis.

Hon. Mr. [lowe.—Thé Provincial Secretary is
accurate. I had forgotten Annspolis, bat that
county should pass for nothing, as the Attorney
Gencral bas it stereotyped, fixed and unmove-
ahle, The counties of Hants and Celchester re-
turned two members, both in opposition to the
government, and my hon, friend from Halifax
bas ably shewn bpw ‘great in all these instances
was the change effected in the Protestant feelings
of these counties.  This disposes of four seats
and it will be recollected that the other four elec-
tions were ran immediately after the change of

elections

government in 1857, and before the country was

prepared to give a decision on the great questions
which the prople now th:)roughlg understand.
Bat, sir, one class was prepared,—the Clergymen
of one denomination had and evinced the deepeat
interest in the result of these elections,—tbe Ca-
tholic Priests spaved no efforts to win for their
people that ascendancy which they are now
stroggling to retain, while vhe gentlemen with
black coats and white neck cloths on the other
side had bhardly begun to rub their eyes and wake
up to a knowledge of the game which these Ca.
tholio Priests were playing.  (Hisses in the east
gallery.) ‘

Mr, Howt.~1 have borne this kind of thing
long enough ; Mr. Speaker I see strangers in the
gallery.

The Hon. Speakur—Clear the galleries.

Hon. Mr. Howe—] bhave no wish arbitrarily’

to exercise the power which this house confers
on me ; still less am I willing to punish the in’
nocent with the guilty, Therefore, Mr, Speaker.
I withdraw the statement, bat give notice that if
any further interruption takes place, 1 will en.
force my right and have the galleries inaiantly
cleared. I was stating that when the election
referred to by the hon. Provineial Secretary was
run, while there wag in this province a body of
Priests on one side fully dlive to their own inte-
rests, who actively engaged themselves in those
political contests, the Protestant clergymen had
not begun to comprehend their position and ‘re-
mained almost enlirely neutral, But, sir, the'
discussions of the past two years bave changed
the condition of things, and now there is not &
Protestant clergyman from one end of the pre-
vinceto the other who Joes not equally with the
Catholic priests comprehénd 'the npinre "of the
issues which the next election will present for
their decision ; -and when we éome’ 16 tliat con-
tegt. -sir, whioh is to 'deéeide between 'Catholic
predominance on the' one side, and Protestant
equality in political matters on the other, we
shall bave the haltle fairly set—the issues dis
tinctly raized. I hold, then, that the carrying
. of those four séate during the witter of 1857 was
1o sign-of the strength of the'zdverament or the
weakness of the opposition:” 'While the ‘elections
in Colchester and Hasta ' shew conclusively that
the opposition have gajned greal -accessions of
strength from the nuinber of Protesbaut Conser-
vatives who have joined us in both t!}fxgé coun-
ties, PR At R T *4’ .:; X ;’
- In thenext paragraph ke’ tellaus that’the Rail:
way “ poliey is 8 greatiinjustice to the whole po-
pulation of the Provines.” Bir, wert'I'to'goback
to the specches of the hon. and learned Attorney
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‘General, and to the articles which have appear-
ed in the organ of the government, usually sup-
posed to be under the control of the Provincial
Secretary, I should have but little trouble to shew
that the govergment of which they are membors,
have always attempted to make out that Mr.
Johnston, 1beg his pardon for naming him, was
always a much greater friend to Railways thun
Mr. Howe, and that the present goverament
were and are constructing those works so fast
that the pdople ought to be highly delighted.

But, sir, if it be * 8o gross ar injustice” to con-
struct a Rajlway to Windsor and Truro—let me
agk the hon, Provincial Secrefary bow it comes
that he never ventured in Comberland to preach
the doctrine that Railways constructed through
these couniies were “ 4 gross injustice to the
whole people 7  When' in Cumberland, ‘I have
been always met by this language from the haon.
gentleman and his supporters, ¢ we are opposed
to you because we do not believe that you will
ever make a Railway to Cumberiand.”

But if it is ‘a gross injustice to the whole
population” to construct these railways,what took
the hon. Attorney General in the first place, and
the hon. member for Sydney and hon. Provineial
Secretary afterwards to England, negaciating on
the subject of an intercolonial railway—iavolving
the construction of D or 400 miles of road at a
large expense to this province, which would
materially add to the amount now charged on
our annual revenue? Sir, the Provincial Secre-
tary is in this dilemma—the statement he has
made is unfounded in fact, or if true, he, believ-
it, has been guilty of a gross dereliotion of
""" atterpting still fucther to extend our
Railivay system at the Provineial:expense. -

“Sir, if the policy of constructing railways with
public funds ** deprives,” as the' hoo. Provincial
Secretary says it does, ** remote constituencics of
their fair share of the public money,’” aud he be-
lieves that—@oes he not, by his own delegation,
stand’ convicted of having -attempted to extend
and render more burdensome & policy which be
himself characterises as a gross injustice. Let
liim escape from this dilemma if he can.

TMWhen that hon. gentlemian and I ras our elec-
tion for Cumberland, he attempted to impress
the people of that fine county with the belief that
if the could only get rid of Howe, the railway to
the confines of Cumberiand would be constructed
fortbwith. Four years bave elapsed and not a
singte mile of road poiating towards Cumberkind
has been built, except the eixty miles to Truro,
which' Howe 'aud his friends Jocated, and that
gentleman and his friends opposed. * He is about
to rian another election; every man who voted
for him will have a right to say, ¢ where is the
railway you promised us 1”7 Will' be dare then
ventare to affirm that the road Bes ‘not heen
built because it would have been “ a gross inju-
fice to the whole popalation 7 T-think'noti Last
yedr thé hon: gentleman bad no dnswer to give;
henee the necessity for that nselass, fruitless de-
e gation, which was intended to blind. the eyesn of
the people of Cumberland, making them - believe
that there Was séme’chanos of their getling

in

o raflroad, Whith” the iénrned! gentleman ~lhas

never ‘had, and-hasnot now, the wish or ihe i re.
gources to, constriet. Theghavs boen driven, .
like -the Irishniai’s pig, wht' believed “he.was

going to Ballinagh when he was poing to.Ballina-
sloe. The raflway ison-its way to Pictou; but
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the Dr. hag heen making his constituents believe
that it was going to Camberjand, 8ir, if guided
hy ¢ large statesmanlike views,” the Proviucia]
Secretary should ab least have the nmanliness, on
a question like this, to tell the bouse and eoun
try what he seally is in favor of.  Ho caunot de.
gire to bnild a rattway to Cumberlond, if he
thinks it wonld be * 2" gross injostice” to Yar-
mouth or Victoria.

The Provingial Secretary complains that we did
not support that valuabl
fir ““the equalisation of the representation,’’
what the opposition. would uot themselves sapport,
and what has Teen reprobuted by the whole
couutry.

brought here last year an equalizattun of the|

? Ifso, the hon gentleman undop-
lo of the meani
Representation

Representation
stands but litt
“ equalisarion.”’
proportionably in those counties
ants reside,
Catholics predominated, The bill was therefore
having been given by the supporters of the gov-
erament cf their hostility, the bill was abandoned
without debate.  Why, then, are we reproached ?
Again, he referred to the Mines and Minerals
question ; when the papers are ail here, when
this House is made acquainted with the number
of m'nes opened, and the impetus given to the
¢aal teade. Through the Report of the hon Inspec-
tr of Mines appointed under that bill, we will be
o a position the better to Judge of its beneficial
efects. 1t would be at least more fair on the
pirt of the government 14 abstain from taunting
the opposition about the Mines and Minerals untij
the results of their policy are disclosed. The hon
Provincial Secretary goes on to complain that we
would not serve on the Railway Comumittce. Sir,
when questions of such magnitude and delicacy,
ivvolving enormous sums of money, questions
embracing wide and exteaded limits, where we
censed to be con'rolied by a packed mnjority on
the committee, we exhibited goud taste and good
sen. e when we deelined.  In lookiag hack to the
action. of that committee, as well ag the absence

of all action, to protect the Province on the part
| of the povernment, I cannot but congratulate

uyself on having preserved a tharoughly inde-

pendent position. By and by, sir, when we see

how these Railway contractors have been dealt

vith—when the measurements and accounts come

in, I may have something tosay to the Provincial

Secretary. In the meantime, the cousideration
- of these Railway matters may be conveniently
postponed.  Another of the unanswerable argu-
4 meuts arged by the hon gentleman is that in
§ which we are told to be satisfied with vacancies
which we may fil up. 8ir, suppose the 0pposi-
inare returned with g majority at the next
tlection, how many seats will remain unfilled in
the Legislutive Council? Notone. Thehon and
learned member for Aunapolis exhibited in 1847,
the spirit which we have not a doubt would ani-
mate him in 1859, Should vacancies exist down
to the elections, he will fill them up before he
rosigns the reins. Bir, the head of certain
gloomy department has done more for this govern-
 ment than they have ever done for themselves ;
they have & friend that sticketh closer-to- them

Does he call that Bill” which they | that be the case,

and given to other countics where | [

most unjust and unequal, and sign’ficant hints|

than a brother ; death hag been the most effivient
g
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member of this administration ; he has been busy
in thinning the ranks of the Legislative Council,
and vacancy after vacaucy in that body has ¢g.
curred, strengthening the hands of the govern-
ment and conferring on them increased power.
They have filled up these vacancieg wherever they
dure, but there happens to be ong which they
dare not fill—Jest they should take the wrong
man—lose a supporter Lere, or have to ran an
election which they hardly flatter themselves they

e government measure | can win.

The Provipeial Secretary tells us that “one of
the most unpleasant duties ever imposed an him
was the removal of Mp Forman;® well, sir, if
the sufferings of the government
must hive been, during the last two years, most
intense  But they have not evinced any distaste

ng of the wordtothe ocoupation, for since they have been in
was diminished | power th
wherein Profest- | than all

ey have turned more men ouf of office
the administrations within my memory.
shall be referced to tne old commission of ths
peace, but wo analogy holds good between the
sets.  In that case it wag noeessary to rectify, by
a general applicaion of g priaciple, an old and
long complained cf grievance. No man wag de-
prived of the office on whioh he depended for the
support of his family, upon political grounds and
for political purpos>s. Sir, I do not belizve the
Provincial Secretairy when he says that he per-
formed & painfal duty in discharging Mr Forman,
If that gentleman was incompetent, if he mado
blunders, and on that ground was dismissed, how,
I ask, does it come that My Mogse, who made the
groatest engineering blunder committed on the
whole line, was retained and appointed to a more
lucrative situation than he had formerly filled ?
At Grand Lake he made an error in hig calculn-
tions which will cost this country thousands of
pounds. How he could have been retained in
office and promoted to the office of residert engi-
neer, [ am at a loss to understand. [f James R.
Forman was expelled for a want of seientific skill
and ability, the lagt thing the government should
have done, if they desired to retain anything like
a character for consistency, was to have retained
James R, Mosse in office, and placed in his custo-
dy the most important public works in this
country. But, sir, not only do the government
dismiss Mr Forman, but they brand him as g
thief, and charge him publicly with having car-
ried off books and papers belenging to the gov-
ernment. Sir, when I saw that charge I felt
indignant. T did not believe the charge. I knew
that Mr Forman vwas doomed from the moment
that he became a member of the Protestant Alli-
ance. Had Mr Forman consented to be the
pliant and subservient too] of the present goveri-
ment, had he been willing to lend himself to aid
grasping contractors in extracting £70,000 ille-
gally from the public treasury, had he ignorad
his own political and religious principles, no such
charge would have been preferred ; and at thig
day he would have been the Chief Railway Engi.
neer in this province. The. Attorney General
told us that Mr Forman wag not aceused of felony
until he had attacked the government, My im-
preasion ig very different, but 1 may be mistaken.
(The dinner hour having arrived, Mr Howe sat
down, with the .underatanding that he would
close in the morning.). =

Hon Fryancian Secerany.—The member for
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Wiadsor said, that up to 1839 no Catholic magis-!
trates had been appointed for Guaysborough.
can mention three. Mr Lannigan. Mr. Nims,
aud Mr Connors, and that was ahout a fair pro-
portion. I mentioned 70
my family aurd friends ruled the county for
‘tire, bat that they represeated it for
- . grnerations.
gides of the House 3 is he
there is no such wavering i
tary ?  That wos tried and discovered be
§ixteen years ago I found it vequisite
that the member for Windsor was so dangerous
man, that T would fear to sit as a member of any
gove nment with- lim, and I see no reason to
change my former opinion.

Mr Hi ry.—A part of the hon gentleman’s
yeraarks demands hotice from me, but I intend
wailing until the member for Inverness has ad-
dressed the house.

The debate was adjourned.
journed.

not well aware that
n the Financial Secre-
fore now.

The House ad

o

e

Trrrspay, Feb'y 11
o'clock. The peeple, 03
llery, mude much noise,
Ay, Howe, the ga leries

T4e House meb at 3
eniering the castern ga
whereupon, on mobien of
ware cleared. .

(Friday tbe bouse sab with closed doors.)

SaTURDAY, February 12,

Tlon Mr. Howe,—I regret, Mr. Speaker, thal
1 bave to trouble the house again. I am noi
very well, and would be willing
privilege of concluding 1y observations now,
culy that on the other side, much stress bas beeu
Jaid on the Proviucial Sceretary’s gpeech. I
touched briefly on the other evening, some passg
ges of thal speech, and shall proceed to test the
vulue of a fuw more.

1 huzarded on that occasion, 8 sbatement which
In o] corrcet, that Mr. Forman had net at-
{acked the goverament, as he had been charged
with doing, until he himself had boen openly as
gailed. I now Lold in my hand his letter, dated
21st August, in which he guotes from the orygan
¢f the government, alluding to an assaull which
1ed to Dis firet written communication iu contro-
versy with the government, What was that asg-
galt? 1 invite the ationtion of geatlemen on
both sides to this attack, made on an ofiicer who

bad becu for eighteen months in the employment
of the government. Listen to the language
used towards a man, who, ap to that moment.
bad beld for years in every gonmnnity where he
waus known, the position of a gentleman of worth
and respectability. I ack members, are they go-
.ing to sustain an sdwinistration, that not only
dismisses o man summarily, ‘but rashly charge
im with conduet which would be damaging to
reputation iu any part of the world? When I
jpade Mr, Forman’s acquaintance, some years
ago. he was living in Glasgow. . I never said
Linat he had reached the highest rank in his pro-
fussion, but he had reached a position bight y ho-
norable. for a young raan, a comparative stranger
and pnaided, to win in the mother.country. ke
_had heen variously ewployed, -and had rendered
Limeclf useful and valuable “in-his engagements.
‘He bad attained & reputation for integrity, in the

aliev

Cls
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eity of Gl
od in the county of Sydney.
for Shelburne bas es
he resides —what 1
years, [ meant not that | maintai
that | for Yar
three | with the greab
o talks of floating between both | memb r for

to declare | the countr

{in the Provinee when these slandeis w

to waive the
and the acceptance
| syhject & man to barbarity and

1

I

McKionon has attain-
—what the member
tahlished in the county where
he member for Yarmoutl
his county. Bat, yet. the membur
dors not compare
ghip owners of Liverpool,—the
Sydney with the Duke of Nortolk,
who owns perhaps, halt a connty,—ot the mein-
her for Shelburne with one of the Rothehilds,
To each and all, bowever, character is dear in
y where they earned it; and they
fice many offices, vather than rep L
Listen to lhe language then
Mr. Forman, a few days

from ofice. (Istralis
Colonist, charging Mr.

asgow, which Mr.

ps in
mouth in his business,

wonld saci
tion for integrity.
which was applied to

after he was dismissed
were read from the Briish
Forman wilh stealing the Books of his depart-
ment) I eppeal to gentlemen oa both sider,
without party considerations, is this system to
continue? If it does, will any mun of bouot
take public officr, or consent to serve his coun-
try. 1fthe Attorney General thought fit to resivn
offi-e, to 1bandon his colleagurs, and devote bim-
self to professional cmployment, would any he
justified in making such charges against him, if
he had merely removed papers for a few days {0
meke extracts from thers @ or to close the busi-
ness in what he bhad heen engaged 2 I was nod
ere publish-
were made in the organ of

ed, hat if such charges

governwmeni, was ot Mr. Formaa justified in
coming before his counteymen, and stating Liis

case, asking for honorable consideration?  We
are all interested in 80 guarding public life, that
public employments shall not become nuisances,
of a place under the Crown,
dishonor. If the
penalties inflicted on James Forman and Martin
Wilkins are to form the rule, it wi i
ficult to obtain any man who regards his charac-
tor to embarl in public life. There is & marked
distinstion between charging & man with want of
capacity as an engineer, and with disbhancaiy ;
and I think the example thusges, if not promptly 3
condemned, is caleulated to have very injarions
offocte. Fancy an old friend of Mr. Forwnn, in
Glasgow, taking up that paper. aod findivg a
man whom he had esteemod, branded as a thief,
Does any one believe that Me. Forman would,
had he forescen the possibility of such an assauld
for the sake of two or - three years’ salury, have
risked his character by goming back Lo his native
country ? Are we not, thus, approaching a state
of things in which {rushless malignity will drive
the honest and respectable out of the public ser-
viee. 1donot moan to say that all My, TFor-
man's statements are correct,—1 guard myself
from first to last, from being auswerable for any
acts of hiz subscquent to wmy leaving the Rail-
way Board, or any mistakés in engineering be-|
fove I left it ; but if the article from which I
bave quoted be correct, what else could he do
than rvush into print to vindicate hipgelf from
sach azpersions ? T '
The Provinsial Secretary referred to an ocour-

rence at Windsor a8 justifying the act of the
government in dismissing the hon Mr McCully.

Tle said the Judge of Probate for Halifax was not
dismaissed for political reasons, nor for going 1o
an election, and 80 far forgetting his- position
‘both'as a judge and the station he oceupies at th
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other end of the buildirg, as to appear on the
hustines to oppose the government in a county
where he did not belong, but it was for conveying
the impression, when called upon as a man and
a lawyer to vindicate the judges of the land from
aspersions concerning the reprieve of a criminal
that he had not been executed because he was a
Catholie. '

Mr McCually well knew that the commutation of
s nience wus effected by the Judges, aud he thus
assailed the very fountainsof justice, and attempt-
ed to 4 grade the bench of our country in the
estimation of the people.

Now in this morning’s paper I find a statement
signed by several gentlemen of uud ubted cha-
raet r and verucity, six of them being members
of the Legislature, by whom the Provincial Sce’y
is flatly contradicted. It does seew unfortunate
that the Provincial Secretary so often allows him-
self to be brought inte direct antagonism in ques-
tions of fact, with gentlemen of undoubted
veracity.

The hon gentieman sneers at the member for
Inverncss and myself, as *‘ great finunciers,”
whose views are erroneous I will not anticipate
the papers which avg to be laid on the table 5 1
may say that I do mnot pretend to be a great
finaneier, but the old members of the House know
that for fifteen or eighteen years past, the leader
of the opposition hag, in all questions of revenue
and finance, of ways and means, lent to the
legislature, no matter who formed the govern-
ment, valuable aid and jnformation when affairs
of trade and commerce came up for discussion ;
and T know not of any able exposition, made by
the Provincial Seoretary which entitles him to
eneer at the member for Inverness, or atanybody
glse on this side of the House.

One word about the mode of appointing sheriffs,
the Provincial Sceretary intimates thatin detiance
of the couservatives, the liberals passed a law
taking the appointment of sheriffs from the judges.
Such o law was passad, for reasons that appeared
at the time sound and sufficient, and [ ventare to
say, that with the present House of Assembly the
Provincial Secretary dare not bring in & bill to
repeal that act, The change'had been rendered
necessary by the practice that existed, and the
new law has worked so well that if the hon geu-
tleman hrings ina bill fov its repeal, he will find
o majority here to overthrow his government.

In another passage of the Provincial Seeretary’s
speech, [ am charged with the dismissal of Sheriff
i Chandler. During the last eleotion whick I ran
. for Cumberland I'stood at the Parrsboro’ polling
{4 Qistrict. When [ veturned to the shire town, [
{ found various reports to the effect that the jail
! 1ad been turned into a grog shop, and that the
! leputy sheriff had heen chrrying vaters against
me, to drink in thie jail.  While I had power, for
two or three years to dismiss Sherilf Chandler, I
resistod much pressure from those who wanted
to displace him, T was therefore” astonished at
the statements made, and declared that [ would

cauge investigation, and, if the charges weretrue,

would ask for his dismissal. - The Provl Bec’y

has heard my explanation once or twice, yet he’
T meant what [ said at the,
time, but almost immedintely after I wasigent;
to Bngland, where I remained four or five months
country with niy

repéats the cliarge.

and T returned from that great
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mind somewhat enlarged, and my thoughts divert-
ed from the small- disputes in which I had been
previously involved. Those who have sospent

three or four-months in the metropolis of tle

world know how lightly they there regard such

matters of unlocal invitation. . I never caused the

investigation promised, I never urged any attack

made on the sheriff, I never asked for hig dismis-

sal. Letters were sent to me from the country

on my return, containing recommentations frora

Justices of the Peace, for his removal. These, in

due course, were sent to the government, as the

parties desired they should be ; but if I remember

right, I wrote to the parties who sént the peti-

tions that I could not, and would not interfere

with it unfairly, [ therefore did not dismies Mr.
Chandler, although [ would only have done my

duty had [ caused the investigation promised. I

never assumed the responsibility of dismissing that

officer, and do mnot pew. Lie was one of those
men, who, with a smooth face to everybody, had
little sinzerity. What ke did at both elestions

was in ascordance with his antecedents. When
the power of removal was in my hands I did not

exéreise it. When it was in the hands of o'hors
I did not interfere, except to send forward such

papers as were sent to me. Itis not fair, there-
fore, for the Provincial Secretary to charge mo

with dismissing Mr. Chandler, uuless he has some
evidence, of what I have not the slightest Lnow-
ledge.

What are the facts connected with the dismissal
of Mr McLean? I invite the attention of both
sides of the House while I examine this cage.
The charge against him is that he exercised hig
Sherieval functions, to canse a persen to give up
a horse withont legal process. He denies the
charge, and the case comes before govermmnent.
The prothonotary of the court, the father-ia-law
of the Provincial Secretary, is the single witness
against the Sheriff. I would be sorry to say any
thing more of one standing in that velation to an
officer here than this: I doubt if there isin the
city of Halifax a more red hot partisan than Mr
Silas Morse. T do notspeak of personal character,
or respectability, but I believe there is not amore -
rabid politician from one end:of Cumberland to
the other, and that there is not.in the county a
more therough partizan. Well, MoLean is charged
with having done an illegal act ; he deniesit, and
he produces his own aflidavit, snd affidavits from
the attorney and his eclerk, confirmatory of his
statement. What next? A single affidavit of
the political partizan I have deseribed is produced
at the other side. So the question stood before
the judges and the government, three affilavits
at onme side, and ome at the other, I cannot but
express my regret, that the fucts being as 1 have
stated thewm, they did not pause, and say, here iy
a man sought to Jre deprived of office, here is per«
jury on one side or the other ; the case ¢annot be
properly investigated in secret; the judges in .
open court ussisted by .a jury, form the proper.
tribunal, and to them let the question be referred.
I think if ever .o case axose in this country that

ought to have - been :duly. sifted, in open
‘court, . it was that. I think: the Provincial

Secretory would: have acted 'with more. dig-
nity, ~with méreé . fiirness to the couniry, more

-disoretion in. reference to the: opinioss of. the |

House, if he had-said, in such s matter of cona-
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flicting testimony, where his own father-in-law
was the single witness, that a decision, for or
against the officer, could only be valuable,
just or falr, if pronounced in open court—
Iie sbould have beyged the Chief Justice not
to settle a question involving three persons in
& charge of having committed perjury, for it about
amounts to that, on the afidavit of one person, a
partizan so decided, who stood in such relation to
himself. I do not undertake tu say who was
right ; I know nothing persomally about the
question ; I charge none of them with untrath, [
would be sorry to do so, the three at one side or
the one at the other, but does not every man feel
that the cnse cannot be investigated here, and

ought not to have been so hastily and so ignomi-|

niously decided by the government? From
motives of del'cacy, this case, instead of being
summarily dealt with, should have been referred
to the tribunals of justice, whbere the testimony
might bave been unravelled, and the truth dis-
covered, As the case stands at present, Sheriff
MeLaan has been deprived of office, driven out
with a charge of perjury, not fastened on him by
a court of his country, but his character blown
upon in & mode abhorent to the feeling of English-
wen ot both sides of this house. Mr McLean,
when { was acquainted with him o few years ago,
stood as high as any comparatively poor man of
the county, who had earned a good reputation.
Two of the persons whose oaths confirm his
statement, I know to be geatlemen of integrity
a.d honor.

I touch for n moment on the Provincial Secre-
tary's curious self-congratulation in his own and
the Attorney General’s treatment of the cause of
temperance. | was never a professed temperance
man, but down to the period when Maine Liquor
Law was introduced 1 gave the friends of temper-
anee my sympathies, although not the same
active support that some others did who became
members of the organizition. Many of iy
nearest friends, and of my own coustituents were
temperance men. Perhaps from weakness, from
habit, or from not wishing to give up the plea-
sureg of the table, I did not joiun the association,
I remember when I w:s asked to do so, because
political capital might be madde, and I was pointed
to Mr Johuston’s example, my answer was, [ will
not tuke an unworthy course by pretending to
give a hoilow support, if I can not go with the
advoentes of the measure heart and soul. T let
them try out their views, and spole-of them and
trested them with respect. We were called to
debate the law, and I did so, on grounds which I
gtill think cnonot be shaken. The Provineial
Secretary now admits that those grounds have
Leen sustained in the conflicts of public opinion,
and that in New Branswick that the Maine Law
has been shown to be impracticable, and that any
attempt to force its move upon thiscountry would
be absurd, The hon gentieman seems to draw &
strange argument from the conduct of some mem-
bers opposite,. What does he say? (Extracts
were read from the Provincial Becretary’s speech
concerning the Attorney General’s sustainment
of the measure up to a certain date, and subse~
quent abandonment of it when defeated in the
Legislative Qouncil, Buppose Lord John Russell
to have brought in a Reform Bill, and to have
had o majority against him at one time in the
House of Lords, and to have been defeated there.
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Will any man assert that Lord Johr when he
came in at the head of the governmant, and, with
o parliamentary majority, could, consistently
with his known character, have tarod round and
said to the people of Eugland. . frue, I went
shoulder to shoulder with you on this guestio”,
and we followed it up, until we had a majority in
the house, but we were defeated in the House of
Lords, and, therefore now that I have the whole
power and patronzge of government to aid me, I
must abandon the measire. Weuld not the peo-
plo say, you are now differently placed-—yon
are now in in a position to fulfil your pledges,
and to give us the law. Ifhis lcrdship put the
bill aside, if he turned his back on-the friends
of reform and dispppointed their hopes, I de
not believe that he would be regarded in Enog-
land as a very consistent public man and great
reformer. I do not feel on this guestion as Tem-
perence mem feel, but I believe that n man who
in opposition pressed a measure, and when he has
power shrinks from it, does not put it in the
Governor’s speech, but leaves the organization
that sustained him to drift hither and thither,
without guide or pilot, assumes a strange position
before the country. I do not davell on the illus-
traticn given by the member for Londondirry the
other evening,—to the effect that the leader of
the governm 'nt not only evinced no intention of
pressing the bill, butin a matter of comparatively
small consequence, sets an example directly the re-
verse. That, however, is o question to be settied
between thehon Atty Gen and temperance men ru-
ther than with me and the leader of the opposition.
We took the course we thought right, and accord-
ing to the principles we professed. The Prov.
Secrctary says : (An extract was read, referring
to the conduct of the leader of the opposition,
when the bill was lost.) What are the fucts?
The law was carried over night by a small majo-
rity, the Provincial Se._retary’s own collengue the
member for Cumberland, voting against it.  He
gave notice to rescind: (cries of no, it was the
member fur'Sydoey, Mr Henry.) Tt may have
been, but 8 metion was made to rescind, and the
member for Cumberlund, Mr McFarland, having
voted against the bill over nighi, voted also
against the rescinding vext morning. These and -
other indications - startled some friends of the
government, who discovered that many who loved
their glagss weore combining under the Temperasuce
banner to sustain it. On this occeasion, However,
[ do not feel called to exact'y defend the action
of either side of the louse. = The Provincial Sec’y
goes on to say : (un extract was here read in
reference to the election showing that Temperance
men followed party more than Temperance prin-
ciples, and that from such and similar conduct,
the moral action of the guestion had been greatly
damaged or destroyed.) Mr Howe continued—
At the election alluded to I did not reach Cum-
berland until about half a dozen days before
the ncmination. I landed at Parrsboroet j Mr
Fualton and I differed om the bill, and T did not
know that we were going to run on. the same
interest ; and he' had  made:but little effort to
oanvass the county so for-ag L was aware.. We
combined and the .contest commenced, but long
‘before I touched the shores of Parrsboro’ that
Township was deluged with rum from end to end.

I did not:take ; it there, Mr. Falton did not, who
did? The scenes witnessed in different parts of
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the Township were a strange commentary cn the
extreme anxiety of the Provincial Secretary to
improve the prospects of Temperance in the Pro-
vince, I do not meun to say that I did not follow
his bad example, and turg a few bottles on his
camp, but my opponent’s liquor arrangements
were so extensive that there wag scarcely a mile
stone where you could not get a glass of grog !
I did not exactly complain, but to find him here
notwithstanding all this, lecturing gentlemen on
this side on Tewmperance is rather toe much of &
Joke, .

He says that with one exception all the leading
men in opposition treated this measure with
deadly hostility ; the charge i utterly without
foundation. I'turn to the journals and I ask the
attention of the Proviacial Becretary, of the house
and of the temperance men throughout the coun-
try, to what T am about to state. Oa the 9th of

January, 1840, fourteen or ffteen years before
the Provincial Secretary entered the house, I find
this resolution on the Journals of the House :—

[ Extract from Journal, 9h Janr., 1840.]

“ On motion of Mr. Lewis :—
Resolved,—That it is expedient to inquire into
the canses and progress of the evils arising from
the intemperate use of ardent spirits, in this Pro-
vinece, with a view of discovering the best practi-
cal means of checking the progress of this gvil, and
to diffuse information respecting the three causes
thérecf ; and therefore resolved, that a com mittee
be appointed to obtain information on the subject,
to consist of not less than five members, with
pawer to send for persons and papers, and to re.
port thereon to this House, as early in the session
83 possible. :
rdered,~~That Mr Lewis, the hon Mr DeWolf,
Mr Watermen, Mr McKim and Mr Holland be a
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there is*hut one man in favor of temperance on
the opposition side, and we are told that thé new
license law was of temperance, introduced by the
present government. The Proviucial Secretary
wauted the house and the country to.believe,
that the government introduced that law. What
is the facc 2 1 hold in my hani the names of the
committee who prepared that messare. They
were, Mr. McDonald, Cheirman, Mr. Archibald,
My. Bailey, Mr. Chipman, and Mr. Moses ; 80 .
that this valuable temperance measure, as it is
ealled, which they try to make gentlemen helieve
the government should have credit for, was pre-
pared hy a committee of five, four of whom were
prominent members of the upposition, On this
point, it appears then that the Provincial Secre-
tary has spoken alt-gether without book,

- 'The Provincial Secretary remarked that a par-
ty in the coantry *“ unmade” me without the as-
sistance of any loreign ecclesiasiic. 1 take the
sarcasm for what it is worth. At that period, it
was only Lope Johnston, who hurled his thunders
at my head, but if d'sposed to go hack to it, I
might show that the parties “ onmade” themsel-
ves, The result of that controversy wag a redue-
tion of the grant for Acadig College, fiom four
hundred and forty-four pounds, to two hundred
and filty. I l.ok back on the efforts of that day
with some satis{action, Having reeently inspec-
ted the educational institutions of the neighbor-
ing states, whose nsing youth enjoy the advanta-
ges of Harvard and Yale, with their dozens of
professors, witl ‘their livraries of hundreds of
thousands ot volumes, with their splendid appara-
tus, and phylosophic«l collections ; and when I
Iock at our divided vducational institutions, with
their two or three teachers ench » their small Tibra-
ries, and naked laboratories, I feel that right
views were entertained and expressed on that on
former occasions. I do not desire to g0 back into.-

committee for the above purpose.”’

By that resolution five mewbers were appoint-
ed, and how many of these were liberals ? four
out of the five ! It is rather too much with ‘that
resolution on the books, sixteen years ago, moved

by Gaius Lewis, and with four out of the five
prominent liberals on the committee, it is rather
too much to claim for the government side all the
sincerity aud all the perseverance brought to bear
on temperance principles. Gaius Lewis was a
pioucer in the cause, and if ever there was a sin-
gere temperance man. in this country, it was he.
I believe he would have forfeited life before giving
" up these principles for office, or for anything else.
What was douve with him? Last year he was
turned from the chargs of a light house at Apple
River. The old pioneer of the temperance cause,
the oid friend of Acadia College was turned from
that paltry office, and on charges of incompetency
and direliction of duty ; some reason had to he
given for depriviog him of the place, which I am
proud to say, hud been given to him at my insti-
gation, ’

‘ber for Invernes:, many lectures,
.many things which have not,

The Provincial Secretary takes credit for meq-
sures concocted last session inreference to tem-
perance ; what ave they 7 have not I and others,
who divided on the Maine Liquor Law, said
that we would give all the practical refornis in |
our power ? Some diffieulty on particular points
occwrred, and I and the Financial Secretary stood’
on the same side on one clause of the license
lave, although differing in political opinions; But,
what took pl ce last session ? It is said thag .

the discussion_of 1844, Hoeaven. forbid ; bug I .
feel that if the Baptists, who deserted us, did un-
make the liberals of that day, they did not make .
the cause of education any more successfal ; thay
did not advance or elevate the country ; they.did
not mature any policy of what they ought not
now & he achamed, : L

The hon. gentleman comes at lust to the Ca-
tholic question, reading to me a..d "to the. mem-
and saying
when examined,
much weight in them  He aopears 1o think that
we are cansing much mischief, rousing the worst
passions of tle poople, and exeiting religious
strife. 1 would like to ask in the presence of the
public, who commenced this warare? Who
here for the first time in twenty years, made ap-
peal a‘ter appeal to his ¢ co-religionists ? Who
stirred up religious strife ¢ Who, when I was
not in the Province, did.all he could to ra'se up
this feeling, dnd: make Cathaolics belicve they
were treated with injustiee? It was not I, it was
not the member for Inverness, but it wes done
here, and I have'oiten wished I had b:en present
to meet those first appeals of the lvarned member
for Sydoey to the bad passions of the ceuntry,—
Lat not the Provincial Secretary charge us wrong-
fully with commencing this strife: if some of
us haye been drawn into it,' we bave only follow-
edthe examplo of s officer of his  government,
and of his friends and partizans. :Ile says  that
we have embliazoned the hated name of ¥ preserip.
tioh” oh onr bunrers,”: Where are they, where is
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any hanner of mive with su-h -inseription 2 He
could not tempt me to proscribe any man, but
no combination of clergymen or laymen shall
proseribe me, alter a quarter ot century’s service
in my own couutry. Those who try to ruin
others, sometimes get what they wished to give,
disaster and defeat, und the combination of priests
and politicians who sought to irample down any
Protostant gentleman of spivit and independence
will assuredly reap that reward. Ile gives us a
jectare on ¢ toleration ;” L dislike the word ; it
signifivs inequality and indulgence ; it means
that men who have power are fo tolurate those
who have not  L'he word that1 prefer is of much
mare significance, it is justice, nut toleration.—
Would 1 secept my own rigihts by toleration T —
No; Iwin themw, and hild them, oun the broad
ground of political equality. [ would think lit
tle of ei:her Cathol.¢ or Protestant who wonld be
eontent with toleration.  The man has but little
claims to pub ie character or spirit who would
be eoutent to be tolerated when he ought to have
political eguality w th his fellow men.  The Pro-
vinelal Neerctary's lecture on toleration, th re-
fore, pasaes as the idle wind. IHercad to us the
opimums of Rajab Brooks. The Rajah may be
an epinent chvistian, but I remember him best as
a man of action. ile may preach sermons on
toleration, but when the inhabitauts of Sarawack
came to pull down the British flag—to destroy
people’s houses, 0 commit various outrages,-—
he slow and sunk them by the score.  When they
were suhdued—when the British flag was secure
and Rritish power respected. then he treated the
ba harians with clemeney and publishel his hu
mane proclamations,

he Farl of Cadlisle’s epivions on the treat-
moent of the seople of British India have as little
beasinz on this debate. The Sepoys deserted
the British Aag, earvied off arms and ammuni
tion, killed British officers, and violated and mas-
sacred British women.  Did the Eart of Carlisle
orany lody else talk of toleration then  No
sir, tolerition was not thought of, until the Jaw-
less were brought o their senses. When the
Sepoys were conqueryd, made to respect British
power and keap the peace, as some peop e inthis
conntry must be taucht. they were treated with
all fair play, as 1 would treat every body, when
the principles of law and ovder have been vindi-
cated.

Al the extructs read by the Provincial Szeree
tary teach the same lvsson. “Yhen the Queen’s
authority has been established—-when the he:then
lus ceased to rage—when rebels know their
place, and conspiving Br hnuins have been taught
respecs for the British flag, then, but not tll
then, do we treat them a3 fellow subjects. We
ave coutent then to accept Lord Curlisle’s sen:i.
ments and to follow his example. :

I now come 't the Queen’s proclamation, in
which her gracious Majesty © disclaims alike the
right aud the desire 10 imposs her religious con-
vietions on any of her subjects ” Well, has any-
o Jy here moved a resolution to the effect that
Catholies or Protestants shou'd be coerced in
matters of conseience ?—that il men do not be-
lieve the veligion of the leader of the opposition
fhey are to be fayed alive? No such thing.-—
For any thing I see to the contrary, I know not
why this proelamation wmay not be published with
all the documents which I or the member for In-
yerness has put forth in this country. “ Al

he would have tor'sited
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shall alike enjoy the equal and*inmavtial protec-
tion of the law.” What do we_ contend for t—
The protection of law. What dots that mean?
Why that up in Gourlay’s shanty there shall be
the same law by which the richest and proudest
are protected. 'That the poor man in his lonely
shieling shall be secure, fand that if any body of
armed roen invade his premises, snd trample
him in his blood, there shall be power enough to
do what was done in Indis, bring thie parties to
their senses, vindicate the law. and impress the
whole population with respect for the government
and conbdence in their imstitutions. Did the
Queen issue that conciliatory proclamation until
her power was apparent 2 No, buy when law was
vindicated, aul the power ot ihe empire esta-
blished, when the parii.s were taught to respect
dire authority, then appearcd the proclamation.
“That document only prov.d that the political op-
position here have discharged and are discharg-
iny their duty to the Queen.

I pass on to another topic of the hon gentle-
man’s specck.  We are told that the only Cathy-
lic at the Railway Board was removed by the
government. Does he betieve, will he say. that
it that gentleman bad not had the misfhriune to
be brother-in-law of the leader of the oppositi n,
his place st the Board 2
He paid the pesalty, appatently, of his affinity"’
to the member for Inverness ; he mizght pos-ibly
have been dismissed under other eir umsances §
but we have the sigaificant fact, that heis the
only Catholic from end to end of the Provinee
who has been displaced by ths present govera-
ment. I do not believe that he much rogards the
dismissal ; I do not know that he ever set much
value on the office ; but T believe that if bhs had
not been connected with our learned iriend, he
would have preserved 1is place. Lot 0ot gentle-
men opposite take credic for that sct as securing
independance, but they tarned out a gentleman
whose support, could be dispensed v ith, beeause
he could not, wnder any political civcamstances,

‘take action against his relative.

The Provincial Sveretary mekes me to sy
that Catholics are everywbere ibe enemivs of
liberty. He will scarcely fiud any such sentis
ment in aay reported and revis:d spuech of wmine.,
[ may say, however, that I belisve in nll ag & of
the world, in all churches, as I andevstand hia-
tory, where clergymen obtnined aubridled power,
they made bad use of ity and § believe thab
(. fholics themselves are happier and froer when
they live in the midst of Protestant commuaities,
surronnded by. the sufeguards of Protestant insti-
tutions. I might refer to countries not so guard.
ed. and find there governments and legisiatares .
at the foc s of the priest; aud wherever it is so,
liberty suffers, o matter what tbe land, or what
particular denominalion bas the predomineuce.
If the hon. ‘gentioman macsns that 1 said that
liberty coald not exist in any Catholic gountry,
[ pever said so. Some of the Lrightest periods
of ancient and madpval bistory illustrates the
opposite opinfon.. Histery, however, teaches me
to guard liberty from the esclusive power of
goc)esiastics; apd when 1 find o body ol men
banded together to dictate in politics, tv control
opinions here, 1 will take the stand which I bave

‘taken, and which I bhope to mainfain.

‘The hon. gentleman read also part of a speech
of mine made ab Preston. 1 wish he had read i6
all, I bave looked over it regently, and consider



YT

it one of the hest I ever mads., TWhile I addressed
the constituency there, on that day, tbe Attorney
General stood upon a bill adjacent, addressing a
similar hody of prople, of the same denromination.
It was a prond day for Preston,—nof a woman
there that did net step lighter, not a girl that
did not Haunt her drapery more gaily, in conse-
grence of the event. They folt that Preston was
cominy to be some pumpkins, (Langhter.) Here
was Mr. Howe, an able man from Halifax § but
there-was a greater man, Provineial Premier for
the time being, standing on a hill top, lecturing
poor manufacturers of brovms aud retailers of
cacumbers, Oa such an occasion 1 made that
gpaech. If the Prowincial Secrefary read all of
it, the house would see bow it was regnired, for
my own vindication, particanlarly with the At-
torney General making his appeal on an opposite
elevation, I holieve that his speech was not re-
ported. and therefors conclude that it was not eo
good as wine. (Attoruey General.—Puat that to
the account of modesty. Laughter.) I give the
Provincial Seeretary the benefit of that address,
aud what dees it amount to? Al that time those
who supported the Attorney Geveral bad heen
frightening the provisce with assertions that the
Catholis were about to viee and do some dam-
age. 1had to mect thab rumor in’ every part of
the couutry. I asssted in opening the Guys-
hovough voad, and towards its exiremily, at
Tracadie, the Catholics bad a small establish-
ment where three or four old npuns resided.
I kuew the placs to be barmless—I saw no
fortification there,—no loop-holes~-no moats
or ditches; but some of my constituents ab
Musquodobit were induced to bedeve, amoug
other sforics, that I had opened the toad for the
purpose of letting the Casholics of Canuda in to
juin tbose in Halifax, and destroy the Protes-
tants of Nova Scotia, and thab large sbores of
army had been accumulated in that old nuouery.
I preity well rubbed the story ous of the heads of
the people of Preston. At that time, Culhbolics
had vot dewmclished Gourlay’s Shanty, bad not
combined to relieve the rioters from the pensl-
tieg of justice,~had not sympathised with the
eneuties of Great Britain during war,.—bhad not
shrowded their bonses in darkoess, as if moarniug
for the trinmphs of our armies, nose of the
things had occurred which bave since provoked
and excited feelings, and divided the sympathies
of those who ounce lived im barmony. I doenot
mean to say that eome of those tp whom I-allude
do not regret what hax taken place; I believe
many of them do ; 1 believe that the hearjs ol
many Catholics appreciale the exertions of those
who for twenty years fought for their liberiies,
1 met an Irishman some iime ago ia Boston, who
shook hands with me, and remarked that he bad
many times carried me on his baek, and would
like to again. Yes, I replied, but if you were at
home now poor fellow, you would not be allowed
to do i, He felt as thousands yet fecl, who have
been mislead by biiud guides, who know that for
twenty years 1 protected and did them justice
who koow that their present leaders have dose
{hem no good, but have iavolved them in fruit-
less contention with the mass of the population,
and [ament the estrangement of feling ; but can-
nothelpit, - o - o 0T

" Referring to members of: the opposition, and
more particularly to the. member for Inverness,
the Provincial Seerebary said, thap if cirenmsian
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ces changed, g0 wounld our zeal,~that our Protes-
tantism depended ou circumstancss. He ig mis-
taken. ' ‘ .

Before I kad any controversy with the Catho-
lies, when every Uatholic iu the country was my
friendly supporter, they pressed me to join the
agitation foc a repueal of the union, Did L doso?
No; and I had mny satisfaction years after, when
that movement failed, and its promoters sunk
down to utter disgrace. I would not lend my
hand to coerce the purliament and to imperil a
great country by a disgracefu! contest. I stood
aloof, braving the hostility of many friende, ra-
ther than da that which I considered unjast and
unfair,—and time proved the soundness of my
views, Years after [ stood bere, sud I forget on
whal occasion, snid that though I might not he
very religious, I respected the Bible—that book
which is the foundation of Christinn belicf, and
that if in this country any qiestion should arise
touching the security and the free usc of that
book, I would be prepared to take my sword in
one hand and my Bible in the other, aud fight
tor 1t as wy fathers did of old, I mada that du-
claration when the Catholies'were my iriends~
when it migkt have cost me my seat, sud (ke
political position I had fairly won. Therefore,
the Provineial Secretary is in error to supprse
that our Protestantism iz the result of accident
or circumstance. I deeply regret that on me and
others is forced the propriety of standing before
the conniry and appealing to its fielings for the
maintenanee of our honounr and political inde.
pendence, Would Lovrd Palmerston, after thirty
years’ service, if he found bimself denounced as
I have been, by the leading ccclesiastics «of any
denomination, submit to kiss their fect,—or
would he, as I do, fight it out and see whether
they had the power to preseribe and put him
down ? - When they pnt * proseription’” on # their
banners,” I stood up and eonfroated them, I
rtand here to confreut them still, I do not boast
—I will not say that we are about to overturn
the government ; but thig I say, that we have
tested the power of those priests to stamp with
ignominy any pablic man in this conntry. We
have maintained our independence, and we await
the judgment of the couutry, without an appre-
bension as to the result. In the meantime I
think we are a3 happy as our old frieuds oppo-
site. It I baveany ekill in reading the human

face divine, thal book of nature ever open to the

haman eye, they feel that they have sowed the
wind and reaped the whirlwind,-—they have not
gatlered Bgs of thorus, or much happiness, from
the disruption of old associatione. [ regret the
confiict, bnt at the sawwe time feel that I only did
my duty to the country, and in Tollowing it dut,
do nob require to be sehonled into toleration by
extracts from the Queen’s proclamation, or b
the predictions of the Proviaecial Sceretary,
Some membor enguired the otber-duy did I
fear or hate any man beeuuse be wad a Catholic ?
No; bnt I hate the act by which my head is bro-
kea—hy which the.law is. violated—-by which
combinations. t¢ shield criminal -offenders  are
formed. .Bai it seemws X praised. O’Conoell in

‘that Preston speech, and remarkid emphatically,

for the edification of  the Preston voters. I did.
O'Connell is dead. His counfrymen, then my
triengs, are now my enemies. . But.what I .said
of him then, I would repeat to-morrow. T always

admired O'Connell, the greatest Irishman .of mo-
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dern tiznes. Iadmired his energy, his versatali-
ty, bis bumour, but above all, the perfect skill

. and prudence with which he wielded the intellec-
tual and physical resources of hig country, and
never violated the law. Bat who broke his
heart? Tbe party who called themselves
Young Irelanders —who envied his popularity—
who rejected bhis advice—who armed themselves
with blacking Lottles, got hunted through cab-
bage gardens, aud banished to the Colonies and
the United States, where they Lave been ever
since a nuisance, O'Conneli, continding for the
rights of men, conld not coneistently rceeive fri-
bute from Southern planters.  John Mitehell
however, the young Ircland apostle, was a great
enerny to inequality at home, but is a great ad.
vocate of slavery {u the United States. Lt me
tell the Provincia! Sceretary that it was as natu-
ral for me to praise a great [rishman in 1849 as
it is for me in 1859 to despise the smnall fry of
despicabie agitators and conspirators who, dis-
carding his policy, have ruined themselves, dis-
graced their country, and ereated strife and ani-
mosity in every community to which they bave
been driven. This very summer we have had
new conspiracies and more arvests, and it is not
to be wondered at if I am indignantthat the go-
vernment of this country should be controlled by
those who are the enemies of all government at
home, who neither know how to elevate their
own country or to respect the law,

With reference to the flag, the Provineial
Beeretary is very indignant, because I have not
accepted an explanation made by him some-
where in the back wouds, and which I never saw.
What has the Licutenant Governor te do with
this desceration of the national flag 2 T bhold the
government and nob the Governor accountable
for that act, as I do for closing the public offices,
And let me tefl them that they would have stood
infinitely bigher, had they assumed the respoupsi-
bility like geuvtlemen, and not bave sought shei-
ter from public indignation, by thrustiog the Go-
vernor into the melee. No man more rospects
the personal freedom and security which the
Queen’s repsesentative should enjoy in his own
domicile, but if bis advisors bring him on the
roof of his house there to kiss a Catholic Prelates
toe, or to Jower the national flag at his funeral,
am I to surpress my indignation ? If a public
insult is oflercd to the loyal and religions senti-
ments of three tourtbs of the population, am I
not to assume that the Queen’srepresentative has
done no wreng, but that bis advisers have been
guilty of a violation of the preprieties of public
life. “Bishop Walsh was a comparative straoger
to this eountry, He stood no higher on his
Church than others have donein theiva, Wien
I recall to mind the aged and the Wouored men,
the epiritual pioncers of this country, who, after
balf a centary of toil in the wilderness, east or
west, have gone to their long account, whose
grey locks I can yeb recall,—whose honored dust
reposes beneath the daises and Mayflowers of the
Province, the odours of whose sanctity will long
live in the settlements they labored to improve,
when I think of those old men, one after anether
sinking, 1 will not say “ unwept, unhonored, and
unsung,’’ for they were wept and bonored, and

will be yet ; but who ever heard of the public
offices being closed, or of Government House
having been put iu mournning, when any of these
men were passing to the tomb? Shall that be
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done for o strange Priest, commissioned hy a
foreign potentate, whick was not done for the
Venerable ¢ forcfathers of our hamlets,” who
bore a much higher commission ? God forbid,
This act muast never be repeated. It never will.
Bat grant that the Cabinet are nob to bhlame
about the fleg.  What shall we say aboat closiog
the offices? The two acts must be taken together,
Do we not know that the order wa: only with-
drawn when Protestant feclings were expressed
so strongly that! it could not Le enforeed.

There 1z one remark made by the Provineial
Secrctary so imprudent—so impolitic—so at
variunce with the propricties of debate, that ITam
astenished that any offizer, pretending to toste
and sagacity, should have ventured to make it
The Provincial Secietary tells us that ** the Lieu-
tenant Governor has ever treated the opposition
with courtesy and attention”  1oes not the
Seeretary know that it is unparliamentary to in-
troduce the Governor’s name into our debates ?
Where is the necessity 7 Who here has uttered
a word disrespectful to his xcellency 2 Oun this
side of the house we recognise the importance of
elevating the Qnecen’s represensative high above
the conflicts of party— we desire that Government
House may be a green spat, where matuel cour
tesies shali temper the aspirations of public life,
No man has had more painful expericnce than I
lave had of the folly of shrusting Governors into
conflicts with gentlemen, who though in opposi-
tion, will slways, if their feelings are not owt-
raged, treat them with respect. Now, suppose
that when the Provincial Secretary mide this
absurd declaration, any gentleman had got up and
contradicted him, what shonld we have had here?
An unseemly discussion about the dowmcestic ar-
rangements and personal demeanor of the Lieut.
Governor.  8ir, 1 protest against the use of such
language—against all provocation to such discus-
sivn, bere or olsewhere. I protest againsg the
systern, which 1 hoped had been exploded, of
ministers sceking shelter beHind -the Queen’s- re-
presentative, and attracting towards him the mis-
silies which they should confront.

I think I have now disposed of &ll that re-
guires uotice in the Provincial Secretary s spe: ch.
1 do not tonch the Wes'esan story, for reasons
alrcady stated. A body of gentlemen felt iudig-
nant at some supposcd : light, but they have done
themselves justice, and I pass the subj ct by, be-
cause it might cause a discussion which I am
most anxious to avoid. Th: Provincial fecre-
tary intimates that the government have doue
something wise about & union of the Provinces.
[t would kave been more satisfactory if they had
stated what they did. (Provincial Secretary.—
Will you read whotIdidsay ?) Mr. Howe read :

“ As regards the question of a Federal Union,
if the leador of the opposition had waited patient-
ly until the goverament could bring down the pa-
pers aud develope their aciion, he would probably
have found that the course proposed wonld meet
with the wiidnimous concurrence of this house, as
with reference to a Federal Union of the Provin-
ces, 1 presume there is but one opinion in this
country.” . ' ‘

"X hope that he will prove a true prophet, and |
that there will be but one opinion in the country ~
on this g-eat questivn. But the government
having allowed last session to close withont eli-
citing our opinions, having taken twelve months
to consider the question, should not thisimeasure,
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the Provincial railways, about their construction

if there is one, to have becn announced in the
opening speech? We would then have had
something to debate, and the speechh would have
been churacterized by some declaration of policy.

Mr.” Howe closed by a slizhtreference .to the
Financial Secretary’s explanation about the
Guysboro® magistrates, O -e of those mentioned
was dead before '183%,:and the two others were

not appointed til! aferwards o
Mr. McKpaowey.—D'd I anderst nd tho
member for Windsor, te suy that I endeavored to
cause religious strife here, by my appeals lo the
house. : :

Hon, Mr. Howg — Yes,—I did say so.

Mr. MoKgieney.—~He mistakes. [ say to
the house now, dispassionately and guarded'y,
that [ never said a word on any occasion, to stir
up one sset against another; I said not a word
derogatory to any sect. . The idea sought to be-
conveyed, as I understood it, was that I tried to
raise the feeling of my own people against others.
Ideny that. What I did, was to show that the
po'icy of the li'eral party was, and which [ be
licved had belied the principles that they had
announced at the beginning., I considered that
party had lett those prine ples,—and in doing so,
that they acted in accordance with the views ex-.
hibited by the member for Windsor, in his efforts
to array one religious body against another, We
have heard ‘the old story, again and sgain, of
Gourlay's Shanty,~in reference to which occur-
renee, [ may say, that it was condemned by
every right-minded maa who heard of it. Is it
possible that ail the Catholics of the country are
1o be b'amed for an act committed by some
stiangers, unknown, and without character in the
country 2 What is the coudition which the hon.
gentleman wishes to produce,—to arcuse religi-
ous fury among Protestants. becasise some Ca-
tholies may -have committed the offences alluded
to  Should Cathnlics be assailed by gratuitous
assertions?  Should not p:rsons making charges
be obliged to put their hind on particulars  Has
the hon. gentleman shown that the Catholie body
ever nitempted to- fetter the free action.of law ?
If such .bas occurred, —it is capable of proof.
Such proot has never been given ; the presump-
tion.is; that it caynot. At all events it is not
£air, 07 mere resertion, for the Protestants to'be
inflzenced to array themselves against us,  This
is the brief answer which I
the member for Windsor, | , .

Mr. Ssaw,—[ had hopes, Mz Speaker, from
semarks of yesterday, that an effort wonid be

made with some eff ct, materially to cartail the|

debate. - That hope has.been since given up, and
Imay as well be' allowed to occupya tew mo-
ments 10 expressing my views. We have just.
heard a report from one of the great guns of the
honse, .and I suppose an answer will soon be
given by one of equal calibré from our side. The
chiel' question of dehate seems really ‘to be that ol
the delegation ts England. ' I considér ‘that de-
lezation right and ju<t,” und thet the governmont
acted properly in sénding it, and thet they wounld
have done wrong if they ‘refased todoso, L be-
lieve it is & 'step in' the ‘right direetion towards:
making our Ruilfoads remunerative. - The ques-
tion of Intercolonial Railway-is of much conse:
quence, and il 'the ‘gorirnment, had -rafused to’
act on it, they would, -uo’ doubt, have been-more

give to the remark of|

the slow pace of the Railway trains ; and
knowa that in consequence of the small ¢

 ment of it being & freight,as well asa p
irains ks )
travelling “in England. be will' find that fr

violently*presséd by $he opposition. than they are
st prescnty Cowplaints whf-!%e beer. mada. ab

' Halifais sod- Truro much. less..
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and management. "The roads are now.open-to
Windsor and  Traro'; two ' trains ran daily, bus
that involved expense, and - was not considered
requisite, so that the arrangement now is, one
trip daily.: Some persou haj complained-of the
slow rate of travelling ; but if the trains went
tno fast, that also, wounld be subject of complaint.
Faultis found it ‘the .cars are impelléd in one
way, and fault if they ave not. . It reminds me of
the soldier being flogged, who teld the man that
performed the operation to strike lower and then
strike higher, The answer was, strike whese {
will I can’t please you. 8o it was with the Rai'-
way story. If they run fast, it will pot.do ; if
they run slow, it will not. do; if they run the
platform cars in a certain way, as they had for
safety, thut will not do. The flag-staff story was
not worth bringing here. It sppears to have
been introduced for electioneering purposes; [
would like to see tlie flag lowered when any func.
ral occurred. If the opposition shoald come into
power again, [ fancy they will make a new office
for one of thelr party, viz :—superintendant ot the
G vernor’s servantg, snd keeper of the halyards
of the Governor's staff. The member for New-

‘port passed a compliment ou this side of the

house, by saying that he would not bave believed
a certain report. only it came from conservatives,
The Protestant Alliance is sometimes called po-
litical, and sometimes religious, which it is I do
not kiiow. It may have made some alteration.in
poltics, of which I am- vot aware,: I suppose it
was for the purpose of making Protestant con-
verts, and it may have made one, the Rev. E.

Martarin, the only .one 1know of. Years ago

on the decease of a Catholic in Aunapolis, the
bell at a meeting-house was tolled. The majori-
ty of that denomination were in favor of the then
existing governmant ; if the bell was to be toll-
ed now bv condervatives for such an event, I sup-
pose it would form a political chiarge, and the
alarm b2 sounded in every liberal psoir in the
Province. The hon. members for Windsor and

‘Inve*ness have extendsd several invitations to

gentlemen here to go across - from this side, an !
48 some hou. members appear t0. be very pooti-
cal this sossi m. I may indalge in a brief parady :
Genta, friend Howe no longer dread, . L
" Be by friend Yonng no longer led,
But welcome to eur bznches red,
Axd to glorious vistory. .

'How. Prov. SECRETARY—It would not seeni ve:

8pectful to the membex for Windsor who piid sueh

attention to may speech, if I did not notics some ofhis
remarks., Before doing go, however, I will allude
to one or two observations .made by .previous
speakers. The tnember. for Colchester g?qkbjof

1 admit
should
ake all

that the speed ia'not what it is desirable it

b_e' ; I think, however, that he . did not ¢
circumstonded’ into. consideration, It

owa that in smodnt
of ‘travelling -in' winter, it was_considered 'best

that during the winter only one train dai
rin on 'each voad's and that involves the

require-
hssenger
ilway

I the hdn. member .looks at

1ng "m Lngiand.: be Wiil- o, & freight
tiaios travel slowly, from ten.to, twenty Jﬁiﬂé‘égan
hqur fnoluding” stoppages. Were it not for that
it Would be pdasible to.make the  time ;
tficient
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ance 8180 hag not been made for difference in s)il
between Halifux and the Grand Lake, and from
the latter place to Truro, and the consequent
difference of speed on a réad 80 recently made.
Under the former Government and Board the
road irom Bedford to Schultz’s was finished late
in the year; the slopes came down, and the travel-
ling was for a long time broken up. That is to
be expected of a road opened late in the season,
in a country like Nova Scotia, where, it iz well
known that there is mnch difficulty in making a
new road safe. In comsequence of alteraiions in
elimate, places safe in the morning may be im-
passable before evening 3 rails become displaced
to the extent of a foot soruetimes, and much care
becomes requisite. Unless lives are to be jeopnr-
dized, you can not travel at a great rate of spe.d,
where the road isuew. I thiuk all partics should

 make much sllowance for such d'fficuities in this
country. The member for ifa'ifax explained con-
cerning the loss of the enginecr’s life, before the
phange of government saying it was his reckless-
nesd. Did pot that prove that no matter what
government be in office, such men and such difi-
culties may be met with 2 Yet that recklessness
did not trauspire till the man’s own death result-
ed. Mr. Morrison repeating the misstatements
of the Morning Chronicle, said, “ ¥ here i3 fhc
advantage resulting fiom the payment of £600
more to Mr Laurie than Mr. Formun received-—
when the former has carrvied out but the designs
of the latter, and that so badly that the road is
almost useless. Do we not all know that & water
course some 15 or 16 feet in length bad been con-
tracted to four feet,~—the result of which is ex-
hibited in some pinety or one hundred feet of the
road being swept away at a cost of some bundreds
of pounds to the Province.”

Iwould be glad if the statement was correct ;
v+ damage would cost some Lundreds only
f‘h”;”e;g"of thotse nds, but if these statements were
;{;fm in other parts, e gOYﬂl‘mrn'enth wml\d ube
obliged to dismiss Mr - Lauvie. l)he on gun‘e}
ma.noeays that the plans of Mr Forman were garriec
out, and then he siys the plams were altered,
and consequeutly the damage ensued. [-look on
the accident that occurred on contract No. 11
and the damage, 88 SO importfmt ag indicative
of the incapagity oF 'oup:xmty of t‘}?e' pe:;r
~an responsible, thad it should e .]( istinctly
fuvestignted, and the blaine put O é he proper
ghoulders. - 1t % grossly ungusts B BIEFH" 0 T
press or otherwise, 0 send etats! ds p .iu el o
damaging character, and unfounded oo o
do pot go at much length into these lgf{ o woul(i
there will be ancther opportanity o
ivo me little trouble tosustaln to ;tll:e ti!:u:;peﬁcy
of intelligent Lmen,i t\gxtruso;cgtahl;dsgmz e
pilw: eadier : : ment ¢
03 m;:}:gi%:;v:min accordance w_ith the bga? 1r3¢
% mts‘of the country, and [ believe great i‘!;‘:]ux;;‘
;}e;:sdgh‘e when the House z;c{iogtg;drs tehxep 3&;\&'23
the member for Windsor. Had bi ot
Y ised. results would have been very dit
',}):,%%: ialtl)%fté what has been pur‘,expemeu;slg t’ 'l&it
‘ ﬁhciﬁléé'léﬁd ‘down wWere inacourate, that in er.
D cos dras % then were-delusive, and so far

ences drawn from

s et het lized, the
from Mb Hoywe's predictions ‘being FeRIFET, -

iﬁisfﬁi‘tﬂﬁe‘ﬁ*-preﬁidied“datt th? %igi; :ft the House
' iformly proved to Dbe correct.
» 233& S}K;éw tha{ a% far from being in  dilemms, or

1 could|PoP
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in an inconsistent position on the railway question
my course throughout has been consistent. Daes
the hon member for Windsor thus mean to say,
when we found the position of the country perilied
by these works, already far advanced, we had any
alternative but to go forward and take up the
railway policy of cur prededceseors, however un-
fortunately it had been fastened on the country ?
“The member for Windsor referred 4o Signor Blitz;
he proved himself an expert Signor Blitz by tak-
ing up my speech, saying there was nothing in
it, yet devoting most of two days to its analysis,
As regards the railway rclicy and the county of
Cumberland, it has always been theavowed deter-
mination of the government to obtain an inter-
colonial line if possible ; T did what I could to
realise itsaccomplishment. We turnced our atten~
tion to the only means by which the country could
be extricated from the difficulties in which we
arg involved. Although I represent the county
of Cumberland, I do not hesitate to say, if the
member for Windsor were to r'se and move that
under existing circamstances tl.e people should
undertake to borrow money to build to the bor-
ders of New Brunswick, without arrangements
for being met there, I would be obliged to opposo
such a propesition ; because while benefit would
be done to.one part, injustice wounld be caused to
the remainder of the Province, such as I could not
not justify in my own county or anywere else.
When the government assumed office, they took
up the Railway policy as they fouund it 5 tried to
make it successful, and to carry it on inthe hands
of these whom they found engnged in the work,
The resignation of Mr Howe wus voluntary 5 he
was not oalled to take that step, but it appeared
that he would not serve under the pretent govern-
ment. We tried to arrange as good a Board as
we could. As to the remeval of a Catholic, it
was not in consequence of sny affinity with the
leader of the Opposition ; the subsequent selec.
tions were made with the sole view to the public
‘service. Mr Cunningham wns considered-a de-
termined Conservative, but it was thought
advisable to relieve him from the duties of the
Board, and so with Mr Tobin, believing that thoss
rotoined were the mest tompetent for thework.
We may bave been ‘mistaken, but our views ut
that time were, that it was wise'to retain the two
coummissioners that remained, and:the Chief
Engineer. The latter was decided on, not that
we supposed Mr Forman to possess the rapacity
desirable for dealing with such & work,—not that
we thought he had the requisite knowledge and
experience, but becanse we found the work in his
hands, the contracts were made by him, and the
line laid out, and we considered it of consequence
that the coutracts should be closed y‘nf,!cr' th_e;
same man:gement. We had pretty distinct evi-
dences, from day to day, of bis incompetency to

tent to the country, before the Railway Com-
mittee roge, that difficulti s had ocourred und r
his mansgewent, apd that change was called for,
The estimates for the, cost.of building the road
ghould have been sa.ec}l,rgstely"atated.,.but that was
‘mot the base,‘%and Jarge mistakes .in the surveys
were admitted-by Mr: Formen, Ho wasg suswer-
ablé for these, as-the Atty. General would be, for
apors-drawr in his office. by some of his assist-

sntz, It being decided by the House, that o

|

|

4

gischarge the duty assigned to him. It was pa-
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thorough investigation of the works should take
place, we sent for an engineer. D'd we select o
man subservieat to our views? No; we laid on
the table the correspondence with that gentleman
employed, and T regret that that correspondence
was not placed cu the journals, for it was due to
Mr. Laurie that bhis vouchers should bhe
placed before the pepple of the country. They
have been before the House, however, and were
read here, and it wag seen that so far from trying
to obtain a person to carry out any particular
views, we sought out the ablest man we could
get, at the lowest price for which such services
could be obtained. In reference to what should
be the salury of such an officer, Mr Forman
affords testimony tha’ oughtto be consider. d satis-
factory. ITe has saidthathe would have scorned to
come for £1000 a-year. If that be so, it will be
seen that the arrangement made by the govern-
ment, considering the abilities sccured, was rea~
sonable. While in London I enquived respecting
the emoluments of an engineer with whom I was
acquainted, and was’ told between £4000 and
£5000 per annum., £1500 taerefore, may be
considered & low sum for the sevvices of a man of
the requisite skill and capability. Mr Lauiie
came to the country, and went over the works.
[ walked over much of the Windsor and Truro
lines with him, for the purpose of acquiring know-
ledge such as would be wanted in dealing with
such questions. When we came to No. 11 contrac,
which had been located by Mr, Forman, and was
then graded to a great extent, he told me that the
part of the road where this damage occurred
was too low, which statement was confirmed by

~ the inhabitan's, who snid that the land was flood-

i

el at certain periods of the year. On examining
the magonry estimated in the schedule, it was
pronounced by Mr. Laurie to be totally insuffi-
cient, and that if the road was constructed on
the plan laid down, the culverts would be carried
away. I immediatély on our return had commu-
nication with the Chairman of the Board, and
the Chief Eugineer, and stated Mr. Luurie’s opi-
nion to them. These views respecting the insutfi.
cient masonty on contract No. 11, were strongly
expressed in Mr. Laurie’s report ; T dwell on it,
in proof of my opinion, that Mr. Forman was
not capable for the work, apd that Mr. Laurie
was master of his business. The additional
means stated in that report as requisite for No,
11, and the bridges at Millbrook was £2,400.
Beattie’s line ran slong the margin of the upland,
avoiding Mlllbrook, except at one place, where
small bridge would be required ;—Furman lo-
cnted the road through the intervale, and over
the serpentime stream, which has to b crossed, I
believe, five times. When I made the statement
abont No. 11, Mr. Forman explained that it was
not essential that 41l the masonry should he pro.
vided for, that the work being to be paid ‘for by
the lineal yard, the difference was not of conse:
quence, and that what was required should bé

attended to. Mr. Laurie has been most unjustly’

assailed in the press and, the house. His wish
was that Mr. Forman should be retained; he said

it was of great importance that the work should
be concluded by the engineer who laid out the

road, and ‘made the contracts, and it was “with

difficulty he was jnduced to take it in ¢harge

Instead ofany feeling against his brother éugineer,
a8 has been gaid, his referentes1d him were delis
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cately made. Mr. Forman undertook to raise the
road at the place alluded to, and thevefore the
report was silent on the subject.

In Mr Laurie’s Report he said; with reference
to the bridges on contract No, 11, ¢ of the main
line no masonry has yet been conostracted, and
the qnantity in the schedule appears to be insuffi-
cient. Truro mill brook is crossed four times,
and should have a water way of not less than 26
feet. The waters of this brook are reported fo
spread over the meadows in high freshets to a
depth of 3 to b feet, and as the flow will' necessa-
rilly be obstructed by the railway embankments,
sufficient opening should be left for the passage of
the whole hody of the water. In the estimate I
have provided for about double the quantity of
masonry and bridging shown in the schedule.”
aAfter Mr. Laurie’s report was submitted to the
Flouse T again called the attention of the chairman
of the Board to that part of it, so that their blun-
ders might be rectified. Mr” McNab communica.
ted with Mr Forman on the subject, and here ig
the answer he received from that gentleman —=

Encinger’s OFFICE,
Halifax, March 1st, 1858,

¢ 81r,—In veference to the amount of drainage
entered in schedule for contract No. 11, and in
reply to your euguiries relative thereto, I have to
report that this item is accurately defined during
construction, and the schedule quantity is only
intepded as a probable estimate. However, I am’
of opinion that this quantity will be found nearly
correct.”’

Thus we find Mr Laurie stating that a sum of
about £2400 addititional was required, and Mr
Porman adhering to his first statement ; with
testimony before him. It appeared he could not
atford to accept the information, but resolved to
doggediy adhere to his own expressed views.
Mark the results. I bold inmy hand a letter
written by Mr Faulkner, surveyo: at Truro, well
known not to be friendly to the present govern-
ment, in which the damage occasioned on that
contract by the freshet is declured as follows :—

. Truro, 22nd January, 1859.
Sir,-- ' ‘

In accordance with your directions I have ex-
amined the culverts, drains, and bridges on con-
tract No. 11, to ascertain the damage done by
the Iate freshet—you have already been informed
that at peg 2,020 the wall had faller on one side,
at 2088 one side of wall bad fallen and the water
Liad washed out the earth for 10 feet wide, leav-
ing ndthing but an arch of frozen earth to sup-
port the roand-——at 2045 both walls are fallen, and
the earth washed away about the same as the last,
and the road supported the same as the last men-
tioned (at 2088)—bhoth these appear to be backed
in with old logs and brush, which in some mea-
sure assisted the water to pass through them,
These three are nearly repaired and will be
finished to day'at nooti; by placitig timbers undeg
the sléepers to take the weight off the culverts,
At peg 2150 thére is » hole washed out’ between

‘the culvert and’ embankment sbout half way

across the road, but not” dingerous. At 2300
part of wallg fallen and end fell in—is repaired.

Drain at 2868-—pait of 'wall 'snd vovering fell,

Bridge'at 2876~part of coping ‘ol ortar washs:-

¢4 out of ‘wing walls—the foundatich appears 46 -

‘be dnjured and a part of the ‘copmg iz gome,
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There are several of the drains so filled with
ice and the bridges are also so full of ice, that it
is not possible to ascertain whether the fornda-
tions are injured or not, but I am apprehensive
there is more damage done than I can discern at
present. The south wall (or a part of it) on the
rond crossing at Brookfield Station has fallery and
a'so the culvert at the road ecrossing at Lruro
Station ig nearly all down. The water at Brook-
field Iutervale was over the Rails from 9 to 15
inches for sbout 80 rods and about 250 cubic
yards of ballast taken away. At peg 2020 on
the Post Road crossing, the water was 12 inches
above the rails. At 2040, the water was U Inches
above rail for about 400, At 2173 I believe from
marks which I have found the water was at the
top of the embankment before the culvert went
out. At 2285, the water was 12 inches over the
rails for about 60 yards. At 2258 the water was
15 inches over the Bridge. At 2272 the water
wag 15 inches deep on top of bridge, and the road
was covered for about 20 chains from one to two
feet deep. The bridges did not pass one quarter
of the water, (although the channel of the brook
is filled in places with logs and brush wood which
would have a tendanpcy to raise the water else-
where)—from 2805 to 2315 the water was from
one to two feet deep. 'The water was also over
the road at peg 2360 for 40 yards—at these last
six mentioned places, about 900 yavds of ballast
has bezn taken away. When the ico is out of the
bridges and culverts T will make 2 minute exami-
nation and communicate any additional fucts that
present themselves. '
Your obedient servant,
WILLIAM FAULKNER.

Jsves Lavriz, Esq.

Chief Engineer, Nova Scotia Railwy.

Mr Forman stated in his letter, that the plans
of those bridges were on the ground, and on June
20th that contracts had been made, and that the
magonry of No, 11 would be flnished on the 1st

Beptember. Mr Laurie wag pot appointed until
the 25th of August Mr Forman’s letter of the
39th August shews that only five curvets were
not commenced at that date ; yet not one of these
are among the number spoken of by Mr Falkner
as having been injured. The contract spoken of
by Mr Morrison and the Chronicle as having
been contracted by Mr Laurie was returned com-
pleted and paid for by Mr Forman, July 81st.

The sagacity of Mr. Laurie and the incompe-
tency of Mr. Forman were here incontrovertably
ostablished. Mr. Laurie had no course open but
to finish the work, as it was fur advanced at that
time ; any other course would have preventel
opening the road this yoar. (An extract was
vead about returns aud quuntitics paid for by Mr.
Forman’sdirection). Task these whoseek toinfly
ence public opinion, whether, with these facts it is
right or just to say that Mr. Laurie contracted
the masonry provided for by Mr. Forman? Eight
or ten other contracts in different places huve
been carried away, after being built by Mr
Forman. Gentlemen opposite have chosen to

bring up this question, without dealing systema-|

tically with it ; they may hive doneso advisedly,
to_prevent the government from putting the
whole case before the country so satisfactorily as
to preclude a werd -of objection from the other
side. It was presumed that the subject would go
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forward in that way, without adequate discussion,
and therefore I felt the necessity of calling the
attention of the house to these facts. Mr Forman
was not discharged until we were satisfied that
there was no chance, under his management, of
having the road openmed to Truro during the
summer. When Mr Laurie first came here we
found that instead of the rail used in the United
States, Canada, and New Brunswick; we had
such as those used in Great Britain, which cost
much more, and were less suitable and safe for
our climate, A sum of £6000 was therefore
saved in one order for rails, by the advice of Mr
Laurie. Mr Forman, I believe, pever saw an
American railroad, if ke d1d there was less excuse
for his want of information on this matter., T
understand that in rails alone, a sum of £40,000
has been worse than sunk by the incapacity of
the engincer. Such rails do not answer here
Tons and tons of cast iron chairs required for
them have been broken up by the frost, but they
will sell for old iron, as the member for Windsor
intimated on a former day, respecting the rails.
They require to be wedged up, and to have men
employed almost continually, In this way the
danger and cost was much more than with the
present rails. Other evidences appeared to show
that Mr Forman was unequal or unwilling to
cury the work forward as required. We find
unreasonable demands made on some contractors,
and the demands of one month differing from
those of an another, without due reference to the
amount of work that had to be performed. (Ex-
tracts were read in reference to contract No. 8,
81d the proportion of work that had to be done.)
One of the first steps taken by me after the Iouse

ose last session, was to address a note to the
Chairman of the Board about the opening of 1he
road. The first of November had been stated to
the House, in view of all the fucts, and that date
was supposed correct, After going over the road
with Mr Forman, Mr McNab called at my office,
and said that there was not the slightest probabi-
lity of opening the road to Truro that year. I
said, do not repeat that to any person ; thejroad
shall be opened ; if one engineer cannot do it,
another will. After the difficulties and disap-
pointments on the Windsor line, after doing all
we could under the circumstances, and arter an-
nouncements made to the Legislatuve, it became
evideut that we could only go on satisfactorily by
the change of the chief engineer. I would bere
remark, tlat an engineer may ruin a contractor
in a week, by requiring what is impossible to he
accomplished. If four hundred men for instance
are directed to be employed where only two hun-
dred are wanted, or can work to advantage, loss
and ruin might soon be brought about, if an
engineer were so disposod. It appears that Mr
Forman required that three-fourths of the work
should be done on No. 8 in August, while he had
agreed to give until November for its completion.
(Extract was readi) We had. these difficulties:
coming up day after day, and we felt ‘that we
could not stand before the House or the conntry
if—the moment we found the work wonld be
frustrated, and expectations defeated—ive hesita-

‘ted to make the necessary change. T state again

that one,of the most painful acts of my public life

‘was ‘Mr Forman’s dismissal. The member for

Windsor eaid that the government punished the
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chief engineer without excuse, and blackened hig
character. Ifthat were g0, there would he some
grounds for the charge of severe dealing. The
terms used in the Brifish Colonist, in reference
to Mr Forman’s conduct, were not precisely those
quoted by the hon member. The word < were
*p rloining”’ and ¢ raseally”; and I ask the
House, as Mr Forman’s friends have brou zht the
question here, what other adequate terms could
be used ?  How could conduct such as Mr F's be
characterised without Strong terms? Suppose a
merchant hai a clerk whom  he paid by the year
for selling goods and keeping his books ; and
that he had reason to.believe that he was not
attending to his business ag effectively as he
might, and that he payed him in full and told
him he had no further occasion for his services.
If the next morning he found his bouks, contain.
ing important entries, and the possession of
which was requisite to prevent him from be.
coming bankrupt, tuken away surreptitiously,
without the knowledge of the chief clerk, and
after office hours, without intimation, how would he
charcterize such conduct? Would he not say,
why purloin my books ? They are my property,
not yours ; the detention of them for an huour
might be disastrous to me. It is said that < pur-

loin ** is too strong, Here is a letter directed tol g

Mr Forman by Mr McNab, the day after the
former was removed from office, I wrote to Mr
MeNab, stating the appointment of My Laurie,
and requesting that he be put in possession of the
books and plans, Mr McNab tried to carry out
the directions of government. What did he find
on visiting the office of the Chief Engineer? You
may judge by his letter to Mr Forman, which was
as follows :— ’
Ramway Orrice,
26th August, 1858,

August 31st: — Wo will now turn from the sub-
jeet of a Conservative’s letter to the loud, deep
and fierce how! of jhe radical press, at the Iong
looked for reméval of My, Forman from the im.
porant post of Chief En sineer.””

The Mo -ning Chronicle of August 28th had
said ;—¢ We deeply regret My, Forman's dis-
missal, because his nown intecrity was a guar-
antee against frawdulent certificares and dishonest
contraciors.  Whatever sums the (hief Engineer
certifies, must be paid. A dihonest eontractor
and a frandulent engincer may rob the province
with i npanity.”  Provions to any attsck upon
Mr. Forman by the Co'onist, in addition to the
above vile insinuaton, the following appeared in
the Chronicle it Ap upright, honest, religions,
unassuming man, he (Mr, It.) has been vietimized
to gratify Roman Catholic cravings for revenge,
and the hatred of a bateh of dishonest Canadinn
contractors ' Ihis proves that before he wag
attacked, the organ of the opposition had assailcd
the government with the grossest calumuies,

he goverament ars thys charged befyre an offen.
sive word was said by the press sapporting th-m,
wish having been guilty of gross corruption ard
injustice, and with baving sacriticed the engineer,
that they might give withoat stint the poblic
money to con ractors, Thar is the answer which

give to the memhor for Windsor, for whom
some exeuse may be made in cong. quence of hig
absence from the province, by which. he had the
good fortune to escape these disputes I am
prepared to give dag and date for every state-
ment which I advance ; and I can prové from the
staements of the miember for Windsor himself,
that Mr. Forman wag not to be rolied on on s0me
points—in fict wag unworthy of confidence as an
engineer, 1 do not wonder that that hon. mem.
ber finds it necessary to be extremely delicate in
the advocacy of M, Korman, I¢ any Hon. mem-

Desr Sir,—~1 beg to enclose copy of a letter |y

riceived irom the hon. Provineial Secretary, and
in_conformity thercwith I went to the Engineer’s

office to reeeive and hani over to Mr. Lauarie the d
the office and T

books and Papers connected wi h
works under your charge, and found from Mr.
Smellie that some of (he books and papers were
not there, viz:

The Engineer’s returns of work done on the
several Sections sine. September, 1857, -

Specification Book.

Letter Books; containing correspondence with
the Contracto , &e.

And he stated thay you had removed them.
As all these are public docaments connected

with the work in which you have been engaged,
1 hopo you will on receipt of this see the neces-
sity of re:urning them to the office withont delay,
that I may hand them over to Mr. Lurie, ag
directed by ths Provineial Sectetary’s lotter,
X am, dear sir,
Yours,
JAMES MoNag.

James B Forman, Esq : -

The books aud papers here referred to by My,
McNab were as much the property of the govers.
ment of Nova Scatia as the books of a merchant
are his own., Tt has also  beeg stated, that - Mp,
Forman was aszniled in the paper published by
the Queen's Printer, and his character blagieg
without provecation. I have undur my hand the

\

lirst statemoent thag appeared in - the British Chla. i

nist on this subject. Jt is as follows, date of

ermove for the submission of papers on the
suhject, even with reference to the past govern-
mout, they shall he produced willingly. ~ Some
ays since a portion of the press said that My,
-aur.e was hronght here to rob the people of the
country.  What are the fucts 2 The con ractors
urged claimy in consequence of mistakes made
in laying out the road. Some of those mistakes
were so great that g contractor, Cameron, one of
Mr Forman’s friends, finding himself rained by
the work, was ailowed to give vp the CONtract,—
aud a special clause was made, providing thay
all mlerials pat into the lake were t3 he paid
for. That was under the former gOvernment,
and yet we are told that the povernment are an-
Xious to fritter away the publie money, The
claims mde for extra work, arising from incom-
peteacy, were veferred to the Board, and the g0«
vernment refused to advance a peany for them
without the recommendatinn of the engineer,
The contractors came bere by petition, and diJ
we attempt o pack a committee on their claims 7
The revising committée named the commirtee
of enquiry, and placed on it thres of the ablest
mindy at the other. side of the hiouso. "Thege
sh-ank from their duty. and in doing so, T cangi.
der exhibited the most factious opposition ever
witnessed.. “T'he member - {op Windsor attackeq. -
the member for Dighy as trying to check -debate -
last séssion, and. for not standing forward to de. '
fend the interests of the country. The Journals.’
46 not show that:he moved thg ¢

| that: A the “Direvions ques.
tion,” he only intimated anfintention of s¢ dojpe. .
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but that was withdrawa,
fram his daty as a public mag, he took that ac-
tion hecause, 1f the guestion were not then taken,
he tould be obligad to return home, anl he was
anxious to give his voie before leaving the house.
Do we find all the frignds of the menber for
Windsor, howevar, guarding tho tressury ou thad
oecasion? No. Bome went away, not waiting
1o hear the speech of the hon. member, and they
were not prescat at the division. By veference
to the Journuls you f.d that the members of go-
yerpment were in their places ab half past one in
the morniny ; on the other cido were twelve only
of the opposition, when that great vote, on which
a sum of £70.000 was stated by Mr Howe to be!
at stake, was taken, Isthe hon. wember in a
position to tannt the member for Digby. becanse]
he pressed the vot, that ho might record his
opinion on that qriestion ?

1 will not occapy wuch tiae with the flag;
story. Ir hos been brought here until its very}

{

Qo far from shrinking

jention exeites  unplensant So0S itions.  The
member for Windsor must feol the position he
as umes to be unworthy of wimself.  The mem-
ber for Halifax admitted that of e had beard the
explanations 1especting the Gag, and closing the
oftices, of which hie was shaware in consequence
of absence, he wuuld not have alluded o the inci- {
dent as he had, The explanation was given by |
a member ol government, atd public meting on
the 21st August, as will be seen by a veference to
the British Colonist, of Sept 215t in which it was
reporied gs follows:

« Pr. Tupper said that, slthou
miles from Halifax at t @ time, he h
particulars in both cases, and would
With reference to closing the public office
was no order in Council—the Lieutennut Gover-
nor and members of Council bad ot ¢ven consi-
dered the matter. At the request 0fa clork in
one af the offices, the Mon. Attorney General
said that there woald be no objection that any of
the clerks should anend e funeral, and when it
was then suupested that 31 woold be as well 1o
close the offices while the clorks w re ahsent, hel
1eplied very well  Jt was not the act of the)
couneil, butol an individual, and when next day:
some objectiun was raised 10 the procecding, Mr
Jobuston at ouce said that the offices could be
kept open a8 usual.,

s« Phere was still less
ihat the flag at Gove
lowered at the instance of the govermment.

« Neigher Lord Mulgrave himgeif, nor & mem-
per of h's government, Kuew that it had been
done, until on going oul into his grounds, His
T xecllency beppuned to observe it, when be -
mediately reprimanded his servant, (who had fol-
lowed without orders the example ¢ the other
flags ir the city,) and ordered it to beTun ap.’

That statem-nt was gived at onco 1o the coun
try ; and anil its facts can be challenged, the

gh a hundred
ad heard the
state them :
s, there

oround for the assertion

R
ppmeny Mouse had been

H

1

press and public men should consider thexrg
meuths closed, as regards gharging the oceurren- |

(

ces on the Lieutenant Govevgor or the govern-,
ment. The conscot thut the public offices
might be shut during \he absence of the elerks at
the Foueral, was given by the Attorney Guoe
ral, and it was s0 gxplained immediately after.
{s thexe any ground for the ssecrtions that have
Lbeen made 7  What position does the member
for Windsor oclupy on this yuestion 1 lays
it down s a rale, that an

time when both these subjects m'g
of and measares

¢o, the taunt com’8 ir
cerning manufact e,
docuri es of free trade,
auould they thus, spe
(lie question in
power?
30 general &
conntry s replete;

those faets, should g
of Agricu
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be given here, respecting an
Licutenant Governor, atd yet for the same act
he holds the government responsille, AmIto
understand that the government may be assailed
on any assamed grourd, and at the same time,
that the lips are to be ctosed of those who ars ac
quainted with the facts 2 That would bein vio-
lation of all Parlianentry rule and principles.
recognized everywhere thronzhout the world.
W herever responsible governmen! exists, a minis-
gry is the constitatinnal source, by which infor-
mation is conveyed, and explanations given
directly or indirectly. May he assail the chavac-
tor of the country, say that the national flag has
been dragged in the dust. and not allow any cx-
planation Ts thatjust 2 Shou'd he assail the
govemment for doing that which they did not,
and give them no opportunity for expianation ?

Concerning the Wesleyans, for inst-nce, daes
the hot. geatieman wish to arraign the Licat.
tiovernor, for his own act, and yit, admit of o
explanation 1 That would be, not anly a viola
tion of Parhamentary rule, bat of all Provincial
preeedent. The hoo. member has been eneé of
the readirst to give explanation himself. Sup-
pose, by an illustration of his own, that an incen-
diary destroyed a public building, would he hold
the Bourd of Works responsible, aud vet, deny
all opportunity of explanatino No, and there-

act imputed to the

.

fove, Ldon t anderstand  his llustration T M.
tlowe talks of large statesman-like views, avd

inquires had we no me
Fishe:ies, or Manu
Rir, these ave the

asures of Agriculture,
factures, to pat in the speech *
last questions he should ask.
[lave tot the means to sgimuolnte Agricuiture been
put beyond the va ch of the Legisiature by his
railwny policy ? The member for Inverness. al
onc time, intimated that he was about mekiog
some more thaa erdinary effort on Agriculture,
and gave notice of a public meeting, to ba hield
here, but the means for cartying ont the schema
wore wanting, and we hearG@ nothing more of it.
Who gave away the fi-heries 1 There was &
ht be spoker
devised to advance them ; but
the gentlemen opposite gave away the fshervies.
[ do not say that they did wrong, but after doing
sra thom with an il grace
od to advance them, Con-
have tney not pressed the
and 1 buliove rightly, but
ok of menutactures, after
effect, being placed beyond out
Matare has done much to make the
a manufacturing country, by means of
distribution of waer priveleges,
mineral resoarces, with which the
hut frec trade prevents us
from profitably cowmpeuing in that race. With
gntlemen opposite camplain

lture. Fisheries, s1d Manufsctures, be-
which their own policy has ph\(:{ed
1818~

¢hat nothing is propos

{rovince

and the rich

lected

ing neg
the reach of the liberality of the Leg

beyoud
tare.

1 made no taunt such a3 the member for
Windsor undorstood, concesning the comparasive
wealth of both sides of the house ; to 4o so would
not he hecoming. I said that official position in
this country was an object of pecuniary advan-
tage, snd that in that we differed from Greas
Britain, 1 did not say that no statesmen in
England were poor, the iact of Pitt's debts heing

explanation should not paid b the nation s & roof of my assertion.
P P P
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1 dischirging the daties of the place which he
held, ha bLecame poor. Official station the e
causes expenditure of personal means, instead
of, s here, belng & source of emolument—a
me s of living.

The elcetions of Hants and Colchester have
- been sl wlcd to, in reference to the inereased ma-
Jorities wnd the {ufluence of the Cutholic ery. T
believe that view to be fallacious, and that thit
ery is rejected in eviry purt of the proviece by
intellizent men  Look to Barl Town in Colehes-
ter, are there maore intelligent men or staunch
Prote-tants inthe conary ? and yet they recorded
their votes against the member for Colchester,
notwithstanding the insinuating maaners of the
other mmb r'or Colchester may have influenced
gome. I admi’ that in Copmberland the conser
vative majority was reduced. although 1 was
sustained by more Roman Catholics than had
previossly voted for me; yet I was always sus
tained by many of them. 1 deny, in rference to
the counties mamed, that the Protestant mind has
been materislly effected by the agitated question.
I would blush for the intelligence of a cuunty so
influaenced. dn the Annapolis election the oppo-
givion did not dare to bring forward a candidute.
The gentleman who opposed Mr. Shaw’s election
stated that he would support the government. At
Granville thre was no opposition. As regards
Cumberland, I challenge gentlemen opposite to
put their finger on half a dezen intellig-nt men
effected by theery. I wentto the county unde-
rating the opposition; my friends took similar
views and thinkihy effort unnecessary, the de-
ficiency in the mojority ensued.  Bat 1 would be
willing to try the couniy to morrow on thoge
doctrines. Were my Preshyterian and Metho
dist friends. by whom I am so largely supporied,
found shrinking from wme? Nothing of the
kind ; 1hey supported me with their usual spirit
and determination.

oncerning the represcotatinn bill, it was pre-
pared with entire reference lo a fair representa-
tion on the principls of populstion—~with the ex-
ceplion of the city and county of Halifax. A
sufficient reason why that has not been presented
this session, may be found in’ the circumstanee,
that as it affected the seats of some friends of the
government, it had to stand on itv gen-ral merits
without reference to any particular party, yet it
was met with a lactions opposition by the press
of the opposition. “ ‘

Rsp-cting the Hon. Mr, McCully’s dismissal, it
is kuown that the government are not yet in a
position, ns they will be, to lay the minute of
Clouneil by which he was dismissed on the table.
When it is broiight down, it will prove that the
reuson for his distaisal was stated to h'm, and in
his Lettar in veply he did rot uadertuke to deny
the statement.  The reacon was, his having re-
fused to vindicate the Judges from a charge
ma:le impropetly against them. At the election,

charges were made in rofercuce to the roprieve of

a man who had been ‘convicted ot murder.
explained. and catled on Mr. MeUnlly, 238 man
and a [iwyer, to vindicate the Judges from these
asporsions. . Ilis answer was in support of ‘the

imputativa against thé goveriment, in which th:’

Jutyes were implicited. . The view I took of the
. nature ot his answer was more than borne out by
- several persons present at the fimp. His letter

my siatement, but gives s confased dccotar of

his explapation, which doe3 not agree with my
recollection. His spesvh at the hu«itings did im-
pugn the chief officers of justice in the province;
[ am prepared to sustain that, Had the govern-
m nt hesitet- d to dizmiss him, they would have
deserved reproach, as strinking from their duty.

As to the Liquor Law bill, my colleague was
opposed to ita passage uotil it had been tried in
New Branswick ; but when it wag decided on by
a majority of this house, he declived to vote for
rescinding the resolution. and expressed willing-
uess to give all the aid he could to perfect the
measure and carry it out.

The member for Windsor says that proserip-
tion is not on his banners; and admitted that his
ire was reised by sttempts at praseribing himself,
I arrce with him in the latter—that having made
liimself cbnoxious to his former friends, in con~
sequenrce of his want of sllegiance to his poli-
tieal chieftain, th> party was broken up, What
was seen when b held o place of £700 a yaar.
under the present leader of the opposition ?  Did
he not aver that the yovernment of the member-
for Tnverncss was unable to proteet life or pro-
perty ? . It may suit the hon. meraber now to act
differently; but my view from the first was, that
hie was excit>d hecause his own intorests were at
stake, and he sought retaliation on bis old friends,
who would uvot support a government which al
Towed him to abas " thein.

Is not proscription on hig banners? Fave not
zrentlemiea opposite given in their adhesion to the
Protestant Alliance? Did not the member for
Halifax, last session, avow the adoption of their
cirealar 7 Does it not run hand in hand with the
- mani‘esto 77 Is there wo proscription in that
civenlar, when it says, becauwse certain people
held distinetive relig'ous views, that therelore
they shall huve no share of the public money for
education? Is there noune when iiis s-id thas
the precedence given to their eeclesiastics shall
be tskan away, on account of their relizious opin-
ions %—precedence divected by the British gov-
ernment, in papers laid on the table by the mem-
ber for Inverness. and without any remonstrance
frem Mr Howe, nnd which now has the constitu-
tional sanction of law? When itis avowed that
such precedence, in reference to one body only,
and their share of the public money, a8 to be with-
held on he grounds of relicions opinions, I ask
if there is no proseription on their banners ?

Appealg were made by the hon memter o the
kindly dispositioa of his former friends; and 1
telieve that personsl feeling and interests. noy
the offences charged, are the true causc ol the war
which exits. )

The holl of the member for Windsor on the
affections of many of the people iy unequalled in
political history. We have scon him elevuted
stap by step to the leadership of the government,
and dispensation of its patronsge—we have seen
him retive from the government, sgreeing to an
arrangement by which the member for [nverness
took the ‘guidance ‘of affuirs, his own party re-
maininz in office -~ we have seen him provided for

‘by a snlayy the highest in the gift of government.

and yet not satisfied fo_the fice of the'countsy,
he without praveeation destroyed the adminis
teation oo which his friendy depended, attucking

the feager of the goverament as'an incompétent
A timg. His' {crown officer, and finally placing his party in a
recently published doig not directly contradic

pqgvférlé‘ss parlismentary winority, potiing their

‘opponents in office. Notwithstanding all this,



80 PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

ccarcely one of his old party but stands by him,
and althongh pewer is wrested trom him and
them, they are ready to checr him to the echo.~—
This presents one of the most remarkable
in tances of a man, through all circumstances
retaining his hold on the people, that perhaps
ever existed. Had my friend, the honble.
Attorney Geueral, been guilty of sach want of
statesnanship, would he not be execrated by
every conservative in the country? Yet the
reember for Windsor, through all the mistortunes
1o his iriends occasioned by his own selfishness,
yetains his popularity. It is the more remarka-

ble that that support is given, regardless not only|

of his abandonment of former principles, but ot
his openly avowed attempt 1o destroy those priu-
ciples themselves.

in reference to a remark of the member for
Halifax, respeeting the clesing of the offices tor
» Frince of the Royal family only, did henot
see the public offives c'osedt when Lady Havvey
died. acvd sbe was not e DPrincess ! They were
closed by proclamaiion then. (Mr. Annand—
Lady Harsie wos the wife of the Queen’s repre-
scubetive. Provincial Sceretary continued.) Yes,
but she was not a Princess,  When My, Jeffory
died, the same mark of respeet was paid, and 1
douht not the hou. gentleman cpposite wuuld vot
ohjuct to have them closed, in order that such
respret shoulil be paid to me to morrow.

'The story of Sheriff Mcl.ean has been slready
noticed, and the papers are not yet here. Whe-
ther vght or wrong, the Chief Justice would not
sipn the list with the name on it. How then, uu-
der the law which the member for Windsor put
on the statute book, could Cumberand be provi.
ded with a Sheriff for the year? Any one of the
committee who had to revise the list, by nfusiog,
would cause another pame to be taken

throw tho hlame or respousibility .on the Chief 1858 of £108.660. ¢
Ju-tice, but said that he took the same view of |lecrease has been ocoasioned in the exporig by

the ease that the commitiee of council held, and
that therefore, under the law as it exists, Mr.
McLean must cither be superseded or there would
have been no Sheriff for Cumberland this yeur.

THE BUDGET.

On Friday the 18(h Febraary, the Hon. Vinan-
cial Seeretary submitted his Budget to the As-
scmbly, with the following statements =—

Hox. FixaNciaL SrORETARY gaid.— MrSpeaker,
by command of His Escellency, I rise for the
purpose of laying on the table of the hoase, a
L umber of papers exbibiting the state of the
Trade of the Province, in the year 1858 —the
state of tbe Revepne, and the serviees from
which it is derived, with otber glatistical infor-
mation, which 1 bope will prove satisfactory to
the house and the country.

The fivst document to which I shall ask the at.
tention tf he house is the Trade Returos for the
year 1858, b will be repembured that by con
“ent of the house, I made # change in the time af
ending the statistical year Formerly the frade
returns were made up Lo the 31st December. a
course which I found very inconvenient, inay-
much as it gave too little time to prepare and
correct the statistical returns tefore the meeling
of the Legisiature. By the new arvangement §
have becu ciabled to place in the hands of every

member, at the opening of the gession, & printed

\

%

|

‘ports in 1858 amounting to £108,660.

copy of the trade returns, whereas by the former
arrangement, no member could get a copy of
themn uutil the Journals of the house were print-
ed. which was nearly six months aftev the session
cloge-d. in which they were presented..

The comparative statements in thig book, on
account of the change, had to be made butween
the years 1856 aud 1858 Next year the change
will” be completed, and the comparative state-
ments will be made with the year presious to the
date of the veturns. The wembers of tbis holse
are no doubt aware how difficalt it is fo ohtain
such a statement of the trade of the country as
one would wish, These returns ave made up
from the returns of our collectors of colonial
duties, and any one acguaiuted wi'h the trade of
the country, must be aware that mauny sriicles
are brought iuto the country of which thete is
uo account taken, The same thing takes place
with articles exported, and such will continue to
he the case untii we can afford to Lave 8 wore
correct system of obtaining statistical informa-
tion.

By reference to this docament it will appear
that in 1856 the value of importe amounted fo
£1.869,832, while ju 1858 we only cxported in
value £1,615.118, shewing a decrease. of £254,T14
in the ycar 1858,

The value ofi articles exported in 1856 was
£1,372.958, and 0 1858 the value of articles ex-
ported was £1,264,298, shewing a decrease of ex-
This de-
ficiency in Imports and exports, us I before re-
warked, mwast be considered in conpection with
the value of articles jmported and exported as
the comparative statements are bastd on the
value,

The expotts in 1856 amounted to £1,372,058,

1 did not | in 1858 to only £1,26:4.208, b:ing a decrease in

It will be perceived that the

the stagnation of trade, and a falling oft of some
of our productious. On butter over £5000; on
furs over £6000 5 on horu cattle over £8000 ; ou
mackerel over £61,000; on staves and Hoops
over £8000. Ou some articles we have increased
our cxports; on potatoes and vegetables the ir-
creased export in 18568 over 1856 is near £40,-
000. Ou a carcful consideration of the whole
gubject, it will appear that the exports have not
fallen off €0 lurgely on our Own productions, ag
at the first blush might appeat, and I have made
this explavation to preveut misapprebension.

The table showing the number and tonnage of
vessels entered inward, makes the tounage in-
ward in 1858, 568,880 tons ; in 1856 it was 604,
301, exhibiting a decrease in 1858 of 36,421 wone.
[o the year 1838, the tonpage of vessels out-
wards, was 579, 79 tons; in the year 1856, the
tonnage oulwards, was 564,005 ‘tons, giving an
increase in 1858 of 15,674 tous, 1t will be seen
bowever, that many of the vessels cleared in bal-
Jast.

In the year 18538, the tonnage of veesels own-
¢d in the Proviuce amoutted to 185,080 tone.
In the year 1867, 142 945 Lon8; increase of ton-
nage in 1858 over 1857 42,135 tope. In 1857
of new vessels, the pnmber of new vessels huilt,
was 148, in tonnage amounii. g 10 23.548 tons,
and in value £219,525. To 1858, the number was

151, the tonpage 16,366, being 7182 tong legs than
the amount in 1857, aud the value £151 580, be-
ing £67.948 less than in 1857, -
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Tnow call the attention of the house to the
zeneral ahstract of the returns of import and ex
¢ise duties collected at the different ports of the
Province, for the year ending 31st December,
1 &58, the whole amount collected ig £107,934, 10x,
541, inthe year 1837, the datiez colleeted amonuted
10 £111.884 13s. 8d., which shews a decrease of
£3850 85, 3d. ‘

The next statement is an absiract of articles,
imported into the I'rovinee during the year, on
which duties have been paid.  Itis wmade out more
at Jarge than those foruerly submitted. it shews
the nomber of gallons, pounds, hundred weight,
&e., of all dutiable articles imported ; this docu-
ment balances with the foregoing statement, and
shews the revenae to be £107 934, sterling.

The next paper is a comporative statement.
sxhibiting the increase and decreage of the amount
of excise duties collected in the different porte,
in the years 1857 and 1858 5 this will shew an in-
creace in some ports, and a decrcase in others,
but the result shows a general deer se of £3950
35 8d., proving the correetness of ihe general
abstract,

Numbher 4 is 2 comparative statement of arti-
eles imported into the Province, and of the
amount of excize dutios collected thereon. fur the
years 1857 and 1858, It is a statement of all the
articles on which duty is collected, apd tle
amoants they severally yield ; this statemcnt
shows an increase’'on some articles in 1858 uver
1837, on others a large decrease, the 10 per cents
bave decreased this year £11.103 8s. 4., owing
1o the imporfations being less, however, we may
tairly hope that the revenue of 1839 will show a
better margin on the 10 per cents and some other
artieles.  The duty on rum bas fallen off £741 -
on molasses there is an increase of £3175,—on
gagar £1283.

No. 5 shows the quantities of articles euhject
to dulies iropoited in 1857 and 1838, and disclo
ces the same result ; but goes further and gives
the articles,

The next in order is a cBmpavative statement
of the gross amount of light doties collected at
the different ports of the proviance for the years
1857 and 1858, In this department there has
been a falling off in 1858 of £588 8s. 11, My
only wonder is that the deliciency is not a larger
amount. Thig statement shows a decrense in
North Sydney of £162; in the Gut of Canso.
£280. In Cape Canso there is an increase of
£161, while Picteu shows a decrease of £395,
Phe whole amount collected amounts to£6637,
which enables us (6 support a great number of
the light houses on our coast. 1 am aware that
hon. gentlemen thick that no duty should be col-
lected ; but wheu we reflect that our charges are
zo very modefate, and the importance of the ser-
vice, I cannot thisk it wonld be right to make
any slteration. We eharge only 6d. per ton on
vessels, while Newfoundland imposce a dutp of
1s gterting on all tonnage entering theve,

I wili now place on the table the account cur-
rent of the hon. Receiver General, of all monies
received into and paid from the Proviocial Trea
sury, ard with it a detailed statement certified
by the Finandial Secretary, shewing the amount

paid during the year on account of the different

public services, I need -bardly ssy to the house
that the hon. Receiver General’s accomut cureent

and the certified slatement will be found correct. |

Mr. Bpeaker, I now hold in oy hand & new
11
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Tariff, which I have prepared with much care,
and I now submit it for the consideration of the
house. At present we collect thz most of -our
duties in sterling, indeed the greater part of
them are g0 collected ; but we colleet light duty
coal duty, and from distilleries, in currency
The collcction of most of our duty in sterling,™in
many of the outports, is very inconvenient and
troublesome, inducing the necessity of sending
the quarterly return in many instances hack
for correction, and cauging. labor and de-
Iy in my department, where all revenue ac-
counts are audited. Now, sir, I first propose to
charge our duties from sterling io currency ;-
to cfiect this in some instances, where fractional
paris of money would render the result of such
change troubleseme, I have not hesitated, and
have made the duty a sum easily calculated—
sometimes adding an % or 116, and sometimcs
dedoeting in the same way., On a few articles
I bave placed an additional duly, or rather I
may say increased the duty. I have lowered the
duty on molasses, for two reasous, one is, that i
is chicfly used by people anything hut rich,
and if gentlemen will refer to the New Bruns-
wick tariff, there is no duly placed on molns-
ses in that Provines, As 1 have placed this
document on the table of the house, I shall
not particalarize the small changes made, feeling
conviuced that the good sense of the honse will
perceive the propriety of not offering any oppo-
sition to a change which I know will be well
received by merchants and traderg,—and I flatter
myself ought not to be unacceptable to gentle-
men who expect money for roeds and bridges.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that the trade returns pre-
sented te-day be referred to the commitiee on
trade and manuvfactures.

The revenve refurns just submitied I now
wmove be sent to the committee on public ac-
ceunts ; and the fariff, as amended, to the cow-
mittee on trade.

Having disposed for the present of the papers
submitted, it becomes wy duty now, sir, to pre-
sent to the honse a rauch more impartant papar—
the estimates for the present year, which I shall
proceed to expliin, and I ask the attention of the
house while I 4o so. ,

ESTIMATE FOR 1858,
Balance in the hands of the Receiver General

Oecembery 858, (oviiiiiiisiinreneine s, £1223
Due from Colectors of Colonial Duties. ... 6795

Casual Bevegue............ verisy
Canada, New Brunswick, P. B, Is-
land, for Lights......evevus... 13

Counties tor advences for Roud
Bervice, ciiviiiiinaas

1

o o Soweg -
o o oocni

TR R Y TR

£153%1 2 &

PROBABLE RECEIPTS.

From Collector of Hxcise at
HallfaX, v enicvrarenvnned 122000 0 0
Collectors of xoise at Qutports 26000 0 0
Collectors Light Daty...........6507 0 0
{asual Bevente ..ov.ivieniae,. 10750 0 0 )
Distilleries .oicvaurvrvssasnsencns 10952 0 0 )
e 1758330 0 0
3007% 2 9
Deduet undrawn monies for .
Roads and Bridges.......,.... 90219 7
Diite for other services. ....34808 0 ¢
_-Railway land damages depo- . )
site@ ig Treasury.......,...1852 8 10
‘ ‘ ' 36653 8 5

L154136 14 9

s seninangt
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Broughtforward..vevvviriseniinne,. ... £154136 14 0

Deduct ordinary and legislative ap-
propriations, viz.:—

Salaries of Lieut. Governor and public
Officers . siiviriiarieniaa, G 1D7T40 0 0

Legislative expenses. . ov.v... ... 10000 0 0

Revenue Dep'traent at Halifax

Salaries of Qutpost Collectors, § 10437 0 0
and Commissions.veesven.as ‘

General Edueation............. 18000 0 0

Interest on {funded debt..........4965 0 0

Do tobeprovided for railway

HOoNAB. v v errrevserriesinanns 56000 0 0
Support of Light Houses........ 9000 0 0
Do. Sable Island. .vv.vvvireniea 400 0 0
Provincial Penitentiary......... 1800 0 0
Public Buildings. vvvevenns o800 00
Poor Asylunl, .o vivivriianaes s 2050 0 0
Rationsto Troops...veeeinieeneess .80 00
Transient Panpers ..oovvvvvieiinns 20000
Halifax Dispensary.....vvvveen 0t .80 00
Indians.....ooovveenn veenernenee.. 40000
Post communication. .....vuvven, 60u0 0 0
Prawsbackg. cviievinn s 35000
Packets and Feries,..............1310 0 0

Road compensation £600
Casualties..,...,....1000
Board of Works.v.evvvrivensnn
Miscellaneous, vuvevveinivaredna.3000 0 0

— 150496 0 0

The estimate read to the house isa statement
of amount of money in the Receiver General’s

hands at the close of the year 1838, also sums of

raoney due on revenuae of that year, but not paid
into the treasury until after the accounts of the
year arc closed, and the probable receipts, or the
amount we hope to receive, during the year
1859. These added together mukes an amount
from which all the liabilities for the year 1859
are to be paid. Bat in order te be better under-
stood, I shall take up the estimate and explain as
clearly as I can the nature of tne services I have
to provide for, and the sources from which I hope
tc derive arevenue to meet the demands of the
ocurrent ycar,

First, we bave a balance in the Treasury of
£1223 2s. 5d., as shewn Dby the Treasnrer's ac-
count eurrent ; the balance due by colleetors of
Colonial duty, £6795. This amount, beionging.
ag it does, to the revenne of 1838, is not received
from the outports until some time in Jannary ;
but as it properly belongs to revenue of 18358, it
wmast be added to the balance the Treasurer states
to be in the chest at the close of the year. Ca-
sual revenue, £5000. This swin i8 revenue
derived from the Coal Mines in the hands of the
Mining Asvociation, and genecrally paid on the
first of January, belonging, as I said before, to
the revenucs of 1858, It must also be added.
Canada, New Bruuvswick asd P. B. Island, for
lights £1324, stand in the same relation to 1858,
1 also add the amouunt dae from countics for road
service, £1049, advauced to them te repair ca-
saalties. The above ampunts, added together,
make £15391. Now, this amount belongs to the
revenue of 18538, asI before stated, and iz now
most of it in the Treasury. Were it possible to
eollect it before the end of the year, the Trea-
surer’s account would have shewn 'a balance on
hand at the close of the year 1858 of £15391.

The probable receipts for the year 1859 are as
follows : From collector of excise at Halifax,
£122,000 ; collectors of excise outports, £25,000 ;
collector of light duty, £6697 ; casual revenue,
composed of coal duty, fees Previncial offices,
ecrown lands sold, &e., £10.750; distilieries,
£10,952, These sums added together make
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£175.399, which, when added to the £15,391
28, 5d., show an amount of £190.790 2s. 5d.

From this amount must be deducted the fol-
lewing amounts, owed hy the province for servi-
ces granted in 1858, and which remained due at
the close of the year, many of which bave since
been paid; but as I had to bring forward all
revenue unpaid at the close ef the year, so must
I deduct all sums due, with which the revenue of
1858 is lawlully chargeable :

First then must be deducted undrawn monies
for roads and bridges, say £992 191 7; for
other services, £385,808 ; in this last sum is in-
cluded grants to stcamboats, packets, and ferriex,
£1100 ; salarvies chargeable in the revenne of
1858, £3966 10s. ; education, £1098 15s. 3 re-
verue expenses, £4284 12 94; Agriculture,
£315 ; navigation securitics, £1469 10z 7d. ; in
this is included grants of 1857 and 1858, for
breakwaters ; public printing, £15 6s. 44 ; mis.
cellanecns, £21.557 5 in this is included all sums
for services uwot coming under any particular
head, Lut being grants of the Legislature in
18585 and :£20.000 of interest, due at the ¢nd of
the year to Baring & Brothers, because although
I provided for sufficient interest in the estimates
for 1858, having paid the lean for roads and
bridges out of general revenue, instead of Tor
rowing, as the house anthorized the government
to do, the sum last named must be deducted from
the probable receipts of 1839,

Also, for Railway land damages, £1852 8. 104.
This amount was collected in the county of Hali-
fax, and ordered to be paid to the Provineial
treasurer.  All these amounis added together
come to £36.663 8s. 5d; to be deducted from
£190,790 2. 5d., leaving a balance of £152,136
148, to meet the appropriation of the year 1859.
It must be borne in mind, Mr. Speaker, that this
statement is not an account; it 18 made up for
the purpose of enabling members to see the liabi-
lity of the province for the present year, and the
sources from which they may hope to derive
revenue, h

Against this sum of £154,136 14s, 0d., stand
the ordinary and Legislative appropriations, viz :
Salaries of Lieut. Governor and publie offices,
£15.740. Legislative exponses, £10,000, if the
seasion is & short one, as I trust it will be, this
amount may be gomewhat reduced.

Revenue department at Halifax, and the
salaries of ouiport Colleclors and Commiesion.
£10,437. General education, £18,000. Inberest
on funded debt, £4968 5 this is due to depositors
of money on the Savings’ Bauk.

Interest to be provided for Railway boads, for
the year 1850, £56,000. I may rcemind the house
that this large amount mast be paid Jauusry 1st,
1860. Support of Light Houses;®£9,000 ; our
Light House services cost more in 1838, but I
think the amount I have named will be sufficient
for this year. Sable Island, £400; the Briiish
Goverument gives o like sem to assist to keep up
the establishment on thg Island, and I wish it to
appear, that we provide an egnal sum.  Provin-
cial Penitantiary, £1000. 1 bave provided this
amoeunt to meet the expense of keeping that es.
tablishment for .the year, and of course if the
house wish any extension of cells in the building, ‘
they must provide for it in some other way, our
revgnue will not allow. me to provide for them
in the estimates,. Pablic buildings, £800. Poor
Asylam, £2050, this institution will require this

N
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amount to sustain it, and I may add that it af
ords shelter and relief to the unfortnuate and
distressed, and must be sapported. Rutions to
Troops, £30 ; this sum is to provide for the pas-
saze of Troops murching through the Province,
and has to be provid -d for out of our provincial
funds.  Now that the Troops are withdrawn from
the outpasts, I think the revenue ought not o be
chargeable with i, Transient paupers, £300.
Gentlemsn are too well aware of the nature of
this service to regaire any furtber explanation,
1alifux Dispensary, £30. Relief to Iadians,
£100.  Tost eomnuuication, £6,00) ; this sum
ix to defray the deficiency in the Pust office re-
venue ; ab present this depactment has to pay for
the service of a steamer from Windsor to St. John
for the accommodation of passengers travelling
on the r ilroack, Drawback on goods, exported
from Warchouase, £3500. Packets and ferries
throughont the proviacs, £1500. Read compen-
=ation, £509. Casualtics, £1000. Board of
Works, £15,000; in this swmount is ioclnd.
ed the Isle of Subles exprnsies, and the ba-
Iance due by the Board of Works for the Asy-
lum for the Insane, and [ trust that no further
expenditure will be made in erecting buildings
this year, unless the house can provide in some
othier way to pay them; our revenue cannot
louger Lo taxed as it has been by that institution.
Mizcellaneous, £3000; this ccmprizes a- number
ot small services too tedious to enuwmerate. All
the above amounts added make the sum of £159,-
493, which, when compared with our available
assetg leaves a halance of proposed expenditure
over revenue of £5339 6. Now supposing we
are fortunate enough to colleet as large a revenue
as I have anticipated, and expend no raove
money than I have put dowa in the estimates,
we will be in debt at the close of the year 1839
over £5000. This may startle the house, but
with care and styich economy we bave no cause
of slarm, I have much pleasure in stating to
the house, that although we bave experienced
our full share of cowmercial depression, every
demand against the province has been promptly
met and paid.  Qur credit stands at this moment
good in Buglund, and unitapared at homs, and
we may confideutly hope ina year or two, sup-
pusing our revenue to iucrease in the same ratio
for a few years to come, asit has in the years
past, that the clouds that have overshadowed us
will pass away. and that the province will
rrap the reward of the large expenditureés on
our public works, which all are aware at the
present time bear heavily oo our reveaue,—
And I eall upon the house, gentlemen on both
sides, not tu press any mouey votes, but such as
are absolulely pecessary for the pablic service,
and thereby sustain our cbaracter and credit.
As I have provided for the £25,000 voted last
year for our roads and bridges, I shall ask au-
thority from the house to bocrow a sam suffi
cient for the road service this year ; after that I
irast we will be able to provide for this service
without borrowing.

Mr. Speaker, I now make the usual motion,
Thai a sapply be granted {o her Majesty, and that
on Wednesday next, 23rd, we go iato commiltee
of supply for that purpose. Having explained
as briefly as possible the estimates submitted, I
shall be happy to give any further explanation ag

the bouse or any member may require,
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Moxpay, February 14,

WANT OF CONFIDENCE.

Hon Arrorvey (GENERAL said he would pursue
the course he had adopted at the commencement
of the debate, and avoid, as much as possible,
irrelevent observatious. He had charged the
learned introducer of the amendment with having
made 8 mi-take. at the outset, in seeking the
Judgment of the House on subjects congerning
which the necessary information was waating,
and now that the debate was at its close it was
obvious that the charge was well foun-ed.

The learned member for Inverness had forced
upon the consideration of the IHouse n variety of
matters, a few of these the House was in a
position to consider, but they had already daring
the last session been fully debated, and, there-
fore their introduction now was unnecessary.
The greater portion of the subjects he had brought
into discussion, however, were presented prema-
turcly, because the papers connected with themnot
being before the house, it was in no position to
deal with them. :

A great deal of the time of the house, nt a large
cost to the Province, had been wasted ; and what
was more, the confidence of the people was abused
by unfounded statements being made in debate,
iﬁ the absence of the papers that would contradict
them.,

This was the more inexcusable, becruse there
was admitted not to exist the legitimate reason
for a vote of want of confidence—the expectation
of changing the government by its sucess—for it
had already been conceded that no such expecta-
tion existed.

As a necessary consequence of the conduct pur-
sued by the opposition, the government had been
forced to meet and coafute their mis-statements
in many cages, and to refer to papers not before the
house ; and questions had been thus imperfeotly
discissed, which must again come under review.
The Attorney General referred to the dismissal of
Mr McCually, Mr Forman, and Mr McLean ; the
sale of Railway bonds ; the delegation ; the Rail-
way management ; and the resignation of the
Solicitor General ; and he asked if the geutlemen
opposite were not justly chargeable with having -
wasted the time of the House, and squandered
the money of the people in a useless debate of
nine or ten days, which could not be justified by
any legitimate objeet or parlizmentary usage.

The Attorney General said it was not his in-
tention to do more than refer briefly to such of
the statements that had been made on the other
side, as seemed to require observation. Many
nagertions had been made in velation to himself,
either unfounded or distorted, of which he should
take no further notice, except where others than
himself might be affected by thern.

The wember for Windsor had charged the
government with having been guilty of wholesale
dismiseals, The charge was unfounded. The
government had pursued a differont course—much
to the dissatisfaction of their friends inall partsof
the country. At this moment the only real
trouble the Attorney General has with his oonsti-
tuents is—not the Protestant Ailiance—not the
Prohibitory Liquor Law-—but that he cannot vio-
Iate the principles the government hss laid down
of not dismissing officers, except on proof of mis«

‘conduct,



As regards Mr. Forman, I shall only rcpeat't
{hat if any gentleman opposite shall see fit to call
for the papers, and tound a motion on them, 1
ghnll be prepared to take up Mr. Forman’s
management from the commencement, and to
custnin by the clearest evidence, that he has ex-
Libited throughout a want of capacity and ex-
perierce in his railway operations, and an utter
dizregard for truth in his charges against the
government. I deny that his dismissal was im-
rediately followed by injurious attrks ; nothing
was published to his prejudice until the organ of
the opposition had made his remnval the subject
¢f gross aspersion. In relation to his removal of
the books, he was denlt with most leniently ;
had the government chusen to adopt measures of
amore severe nature than they did, he would
lave been placed ina position still more damaging
to his reputation.

The rnis-statement respecting Mr Laurie as
regards the line near Truro, lately damaged by
the freshet, has been refuted by my frieud the
Provincial Secretary, and in a way to exhibit Mr
Ilorman’s ineapacity, as the opposition will find
to be the result of every attempt to make capital
cut of that gentleman.

An hon member (Mr McDouald) has ventured
an insinuation against Mr Laurie. I askif beis
prepared to prove it ; or to take the consequences
which attach to false accusations: or does that
learned geutleman think that while falsehood
cutside this house stamp a mau with disgrace,
jere slanders may be uttered with impunity ?
He led the ITouse to believe that Mr Laurie had
located a part of the St Andrew’s Ruilway so
injndiciously that more competent engineers were
called in to rectify the blunder. Had the learned
member taken the paips to engquire, as hig daty
to this house and himself required, I believe he
would have found that the reverse of his state-
ment was the truth, and that the railway loca-
tion having becowe embarrassed, Mr Laurie was
geut for and extricated it from its difficulty.

My McCally’s dismission bas been alluled to.
Arve geutlemen aware that the reasous of his
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concurrence of the Chief Justice, and T asked
whether he thought that concurrence would be
given, for paltry reasons? I did not intend to
deal with the subject further at that time because
it was premature.

The hon member for Windsor thought that
Mr. M:Lean should not have been dismissed
until the truth of the evidence had been
settled by trinl at law. ile had heard that
the Chiet Justice had formed his opinion, over
which the Government had no contrcl. How
could any judicial enquiry take place, hold-
ing in suspense the appointment of a sheriff for
Cumberland ?  If not dismissed, he must be rein-
stated 3 and the only judicial decision that could
be given on the sabject, must be immediate, or
the county of Camberlnnd would be without o
sheriff for a year. As the law now stands the
four members of the committee, two judges
and two members of guvernment are required te
make the decision, and unless they co.acur no
sheriff is appointed for auy county.

It has been said that the Christien Messenger
is under my control. Itisright for me tocontrlict
this statement, as it affects others. The Chrisiian
Messenger is under the control, nnd in the
interest of piivate parties, with whom, as such, T
no concern in any form. The statement made
might prejudice thuse persons, and there is no
foundation for it. I have not only not written,
but for years I have not influcnced an opinion
which has appeared in that paper, whether politi-
cal, literary, or religious, and 1 may say that [
use about as little infinenee over the JMdessenger
as regards what appears in its columus as over
any paper in Nova Scotia.

T come now to the Prohibitory law : I find many
statements made on this subject, of which I have
no knowledge and do not even know to what they
refer. Awong the frienls of Temperance in the
country ure men whom I holl in the highest
respeet and esteem ; men who are acting on the
noblest principles, in all sincerity of purpose, but
[ am sorry to know that theve are others of a
character altogether opposite. I have heard it

dismizsion were furnished to that gentleman and
when he published a long and violent letter of
complaint, he had not the candor to publish the
minute of conneil, with a copy of which he had
been farnished,

In his letter, in the recency of the transaction,
he did not venture to deny the expressions im-
puted to him in the Minuate of Council, and yet
now he puts forth asingular publication, attempt-
ing to give the go-bye—rather than to deny the
charge, and bolsters it with the certificate of
several gentlemen—to muke an impression on the
couniry, before the reasous of his dizmission can
be laid ou the table of this house. »

So of Mr. McLean’s cage. Nothing should
have been said until the papers were before the
house. It was my intention when [ answered the
gpecch which introduced the amendment to avoid
going into the merits of MoLean’s case altogether,
but the reporter misapprehended me.

1 2 made to say that the judges acquiesced in
Mr MeLean’s dismissal.  Such was not my
meaning, The member for Inverness had said
that the officer had been dismissed on paltry
exsuses, and I reminded him of the law by which
the shorif could not be dismissed without the

said several times that I had remarked that the
bill should be sent to get *‘an airing.”” 1know
not what is veferred to ; but am persuaded that
the expression uever came from my my lips, it
never did. (Oh'! from the Opposition bench )
If such an expression ever prosecded from me, of
which I have not the remotest recollection, it
must have been under civcumstances to divest it
of anything like disrespect either to the measur:
or thesincere friends who advooate it. I say this
because I regret that men whom I respec’, be-
longing to the Temyperance body, should suppose
that I ever made use of any expression indicating
disregard to their feelings or the deep importancee
of the measure. The member for Colchester has
given us a reason why that bill was dealt with as
it wasin 1856, He says that a member of the
House, the Financial Sccrotary, when the bill
was carried, asked the leader of the government
whether he intended to regign, and that that act
gave a party complexion to the measure, and
destroyed the moral influence of the bill, and
induced the conduct which tock place. The
member for Windsor gives a different ver-
sion, saying the reason wag, that Mr Me-
Farlane refused to support the motion to
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rescind, although he hnd votel agiiust the bill.
These statewents are at variance. The reporter
has misapprehended what [ said on a former
day. I said that I did not support the bill
in 1858, because the action in 1856 in this
house practically destroyed the power of the house
to pass such a law, by taking from it all moral
influenee, anl therefore I cousidered it would be
injurious, not beuneficial to temperance to pas3 the
bill in 1858, when, if passed, it would command
no respect {rom the country. The member for
Windsor, refered my action on the temperance
movement o political objecets 5 he is inistaken.
[ never used the temperance question 8s a source
of political influence ; on tie contrary Ieven sedu-
lously strove to prevent it from being so debased.
He said the bill was left by me todrift hither and
thither ; he is mistaken again. In 1856 I did
not take the conduct of it, as the member for
Colchester i+ well aware, although I was prepired
toand did sustain it to the best of my ability. I did
not lake charge of it, because I felt that under
the circumstances of the preceding election, it
would be injurious to the bill, as it would also be
to the feelings of some of my supporters in Aunna-
polis, justly offended with their disingenous con-
duct of the professors of tewperance on the liberal
side, at the election of Mr. Whitman and myself
At my recommendation it was offered to the mem-
ber for Colchester ; he declined, and eventually it
wag put iuto other hands,

I now turn sttention for a few moments to the
course pursued by the House in reference to the
Prohibitcry bill, in 1856. On the 19th of March
the bill pagsed a second reading, by & majority of
27 to 21, Mr MecFarlane voting against it, and
stating as the reason that he desired the bill to
stand over until the experiment should be tried
in New Brunswick. On the follewing day, the
90th, on notice to rescind, the bill was again
sustained, Mr McFarlane voting against the pro-
position to rescind, and giving as his reason, that
the house having expr ssed its opinion by a con~
siderable majority, he did not feel justified in
opposing the measure. But who did not vote on
that cccasion? The member for Newport (Mr
Chambers), aud Dr Webster, and Mr Chipman.
They were not present at the division to rescind ;
and the circumstance was suspicious 48 no mem-
ber i ever absent on 2 motion to rescind an act
in which he takes an interest. They were absent
not for the reason assigned by the member for
Windsor, for they did not know how Mr McFar-
lano intended to vote on the motion to resciod ;
neither can we accept the reason given by the
member for Colchester, for if they considered the
moral influence of the bill destroyed by the Fia-
ancial Secretary’s alleged observation might they
not be expected to be pr <ent to assign that
reason? Imwmediately subsequent to. the motion
for rescinding, came that for committing the bill,
which passed, when the majority was dwindied
down to one, the division being 24 to 23, My
Dimmock, who previousiy voted for the Bill now
voling against it, so that the bill was earried on
the 19th by six votes, aad on the 20th three
being absent, and one voring against it who had
voted for it ; all being supporters of thegovern-
ment, the raajority was reduced to one. On the
20th the chuirman of tiae comumittee on bills,
reported, recommending the House to defer the
bill till the experimer.t should be tested in New
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Brunswick. Thus it appeared that the bill hod
met its fate in committeee. How that was effeoct-
ed was made apparent, for on that day [ moved
that the report be mnot received, and on division
22 supported my motion and 28 voted against.
Thus the bill was finally lost. What made the
change between the 19th and the 26th March?
The Journals answer the question :—Mr MeKeu-
zie, Dr Webster, Mr Chambers, Mr Chipman and
Mr Parker voted against it, having voted for it
be'ore. When this took place I felt that the
power of this house to deal with the question was
gone. When it wag presented in 1858 who were
to support it? Could such a bill be carried by
the mewmbers who had thus voted against it, after
having supported it? The bill was net an end,
but a mmeans to an end, [t was introduced for the
purpose by its effective operation of suppressing
intemperance. If it should really suceeed it would
be & great benefit,—if it failed it would lead to
much mischief; and to no iaterest more thafi to
the cause of temperance. Lherefore to ask o
house that had destroyed its power to effectively
pass it, to earry the bill in 1858 was to ask it to
inflict on temperance a great injury. None were
left to piss the bill, except those who from their
former action, had beconie incapable of doing so
with the necessary effect. The member for Col-
chester has given s third reason. Ile suid that
they changed votes because they were told the bill
would obstruct the government ; would they
change azain in favour of the bill now ? If they
did ehrange, for a third time, could the bill, under
such circumstances, be sent to tlie country 8o as
to command respect and challenge the confidence
of the people? Surcly not. When it came up
in 1868, I acted asa public man ought to act.
Believiag that the house could not puss the bill
80 as to render it effectively operative, Ifelt it my
duty to say that the house wus incompetent to
pass it ; I might have voted for it, butit would
have been disingenous. The party complexion
given to the question since the last session, and
the use made of my vote has further wenkened
the standing of the cause, and crippled
the power o the friends of Temperance. Mr
Mr Howe shall succeed the present. As to the
officers’ wines vote, [ may merely say that it ic
a very small question. So long as sale of liguor
is authorized by law, we have to deal with minor
questions, n»t in reference to the question of
prohibition, bat in relation to the existing state of
things.

I allude to the governor’s fiag, for the purpose
of expressing surpris: at an cbservation of the
learved member for Colchestér, Mr Archibald,
who said that he believed the statement made,
yet he was reluctant to ackuowledge the conge-
qiences that followed. Nothisg would satisfy
him but the dismissal of an unoffending domestic,
gnd for what? To defend what interest? To
protect what cause? Sarely it is not requisite for
the people of Nova Scotin to sustain their Protes-
tantism, by the punishment of & poor man who
acted without design.

" It was intimated that the government shrank
from admitting the facts as they existed, vespect~
ing the closing of the offices and put it on .the
clerks. That is incorrect, The explanation was
given at the earliest opportunity ; it has since
been renewed in this house, and has been repent-~
edly referred to in the press. I gavethe permis-
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gion in the evening and early in the morning
withdrew it. I withdrew it eimply becauwse no
order had been given nor the Governor consulted.

Some extracts from n speech of mine, delivered
in 1847, have becn read by the member for the
county of Halifix. He did the same last year,
when I remarked that to do me justice he should
have read a part omitted, and which materially
influenced the meaning of what he read. He
gives the same extract this year, and is it mnot
strange that he still makes the same omission ?
Even as he read it, I might stand by tho senti-
ment, as appropriate to the occasion

I then opposed cowbination on religions prin-
ciples, as applied to political rights. That sen-
timent I entertain now, and it atfords legitimate
teason  why 1 condemn the combination, now
sought to be cficeted at the other side.  Dut to
show my reul position at the time, let the pro-
ceding part of my speech as published in the
Morning Chronicle. be tead, and it will be found
co far was I 1847, from wishing to carry out
any exclusive principle, that office bad been of-
{ered to Catholics aud refused § and that [ then
maintained the epinions that I do pow, that civil
and political privileges should be held irrespee:
tive of denominational sentiments,  (An extract
wag read to that cifect Ly the Attorney Guneral
from the same speech from which Mr. Aunand
quoted.) That speech was made at the very time
when the hon. member accases me with having
maintained principles inconsistent with e posi-
tion 1 pow maiuntain. Yet I was then but laying
hefore the people the principles of civil and reli-
gious liberty, to which I now adhere. At that
time 00, a warim controversy was going on, be-
tween the Catholic and Protestant orgavs, ou
their religious views, and strong language was
used on each side.  Tach sustaived its own views
with zeal and ability, but with more acrimony
than I pretend to justily, or did justify at the
time. 1 did not interfere-on that cccasion uutil
it became a dispute from which I could not
escape with bouor, and then it was that I deait
with the guestion in the only way consistent with
my views of propricty. Lampnons have been re-
ferred to, and bitter swreasi . wat they appeared
with about cqual severity un each side. But [
ask where, at that time, and when the country
was 80 circumstanced, were these whose Protes-
tantism is now so loudly boasted of? We are
told of the Protestantism of Colchester, Hants,
and other places ; did the Protestant Liberals of
those counties, theun, vesent the attacks mnade
from the Catbolic press? No,sir! no such zeal
for religion as is now proclaimed animated their
bosoms then. No, siv; then they courted and
received the suppott of the Catholics, and were
content to pay the price of their subservency.—
Th ir press of that day strangely contrasted
with theiv press now. Zhen they proclaimed it
a wicked thing to set Protestant against Catholic §
now how changed. Then by the aid of Catholicy
they obtained office, and by the same aid they
Leld it for ten years ; and it is asking rather too
much of the people to expect credit for assuming
so diffurent a position now. Now, whea without
provocation, and when 1o such occasion exists as
did in 1847, they denounce Catholics as a body
aguinst whom Protestants are religiously bound
politically to combine. The member for Windsor
snid that he was proscribed by the Catholics in
his quarrel with them, and be assigus that as an
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explanation of his conduct ; but if it were as he
says, docs that afford a reason why Nova Scotia
should be convulsed, and why Protestants should
be called to combine? Docr it give an excuse
for the position now occapied by the party
which sapports bim? I think not. He does not
seem to realize the various positionshe has occu-
pied. Were we to take his own statument, he
would appear as always an irjured man, sinned
against, but not sinning. At one period the
Chureh of England looked at him with aversion;
he provoked it not. 1le was then deserted, it
appears, by his former Baptist supporters; still
no fault on his part, and now we find him at odds
with another portion of his former friends, the
Catholics, and again he gave no provocation.
Why, sir. do we not all know that the guarrel
proceeded from himself?

The hon. member for Windsor disclaims all
idea of proscription, but asserts that the power
of the Catholics in this country should be cur-
tailed. I wait with some curiosity to know how
he inteads to restrict their power without pro
seribing them. Neither in a political ovreligious
point of view do the Catbolics of Nova Scotia
exercise or enjoy privileges which their Protes-
tant bLrethren do not possess. Dut he says that
the Catholics must be tirst punished before par-
don can be accorded. Panished, sir ! For what
punished? Because forsooth the hon. member
tor Windsor saw fit to quarrel with them.

But I ask how are they to be punished? The
hon, member for Windsor says-—not by proscrip-
tion. Why, sir, the very idea of punishment in-
volves some injury. ITow, I ask again, are the
Oatholics to be punished? In their persons?
that cannot be his idea. In their property?
surely not, In their political rights? but they
now cojoy no greater privileges thaa their Pro-
testant fellow subjects, and how thea can they
be punished without robbing them of some Jjust
privilege, without divesting them of some right
which they now exercize In c¢ommdn with all
ollier inhabitants of this Province. Thas, sir, the
very idea of punishment involves proseription.
From the hon. and learned member for Luverness
the argument came with still less propriety. He.
says that the Catholic body must be put down—
their power controlled—their influcnce crippled.
Who gave him the power to move that resolution
here? By what authority does ha Lold his posi-
tion and open his mouth in this house? Catho-
lics gave him the power ; he makes the bold as-
sertion as the representative of the Catholies of
Tuverness—and before making such a declaration
was it not his daty to have dissslved that con-
nection and survendered the trust they reposed
in him ?—not for that purpose surdly.

By curtailing the power of tke Catholics can
only be raeant to place them in & position subor-
dinate and dependant. Why should they be so
situated? The Catholics in this Province have
been heretofore supporters of the Liberal party
—those who now assail them have in years past
showered panagyrics upon them, aud held them
up to the admiration of the people, as a most ia-
dependent and valuable hedy of our fellow coun-
trymen, Sir, have we anything to fear from
their influence? 1 have always undsrstocd that
it was the boast of Protestuntism that all it re-
quired to effect its objects was free. unrestrained
discussion. The pulpit, the platform, the press,
are now [ree and open. Suvely with these agents
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Protestants may be content,—surely no combinea.
tiocn can be requisite to deprive Catholics of their
just and legitimate privileges, for the purpose of
saving the interests of Protestantirm.

Now, sir, in couclusion. let me say that this
amendment and the discussion on 1t have been
entirely prematare and unpecessary. We Bave
been directed to the consideration of questions
upon which the information essential to the fer-
maticn of a just and accurate opinmion wus not
and is not before the house. The statements
made by hon. gentlemen, instead of being found-
ed on anything like fuct, or deducible from argu-
meut ¢ustained by proof, are but the creatures of
their own imaginations, which will, the moment
the light of truth is thrown on them, disgipate
and disperse like the morning mist before the
sun, I am, under these circumstances, glad to
learn that this debate is drawing to aconclusion,
and that we chall be permitied to enter upon and
perform the actual basiness of the country, from
engaging in which we have been so long retarded.

Hon. Mr. Youxa said :—In closing this debate
Mr. Speaker, it is my intention to address my-
self to the calm. and deliberate judgment of the
house—to avoid all needless repetitions, and to
abstain from drawing into the debate a single
argument which Zices not pertinently relate to
the questions und.r discussion.  Sir, I intend to
submit issues of toe greatest moment and impor-
tance to this Provirzce—and to ask of those who
represent the constitusncies of our common conn-
try, a deliberate consiacration of the facts as they
pow present themselves o us for our considera-
tion, I iave no right to assume that a majority
is to be found in this house stereotyped and im-
movable—determined at all bazards and under
every condition of things to support the govern-
ment and vote down all oppo-ition. Sir, before
1 close this address I shall produce a body of
new, and to my own mind, conclusive facts, go
penetrating and clear; that I bardly thibk any
pgjority can be fonnd to resist the conviclion
to which they ipevitably lead.

The hon, Mr. Johnston, the Attorney General,
speaks of combinations., Sir, heforgets that u.ost
stngular combination-—unprecedented in England
or the colonial dependencies—which this heuse
exhibited when the Catholic members crossed the
floors in & body, forsook their old friends, and
allied themselves with the Attorney General and
his foliowers—creating the present unpatural
combination. The wvatural feelings which arose
in the bosoms of the liberal party, who fought
the constitutional baitles of Catholic and Protes-
tant alike for years, have diffused themrelves
over the whole proviuce, and at last a spirit has
been aroused and everywhere prevaile—a flame
has been kindled far and wide, which will grow
in intensity and fervor, until & lesson has heen
taught that body which they will never forget—
and the principles we hold, and the dignity and
purity of our common Protestantisim be success-
fully vindicated and asserted, But let me first
gistinguish what is really. before us in this de

ate, ) : ’

Do I agk thishouse to. condemn fhe last dele.
gation—to - pronounce for .or against a federal
or Legielative union of the Colunies—io oppose
or sustain the propriety of pledging the resour-
ces of this country for an Intercolonial Railroad ?
No; upon thesd topics information has yet to be
submitted, and we are in ne condition: to decide,
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Bot, sir, I bad a right by Parlinmentary usage
to invite this house to discuss the policy of the

‘government by the present amendment, upon

facts patent to all the world, and on which no
iiochuments to be submitted will shed one ray of
ight.

Dr. Tupper. the Provincial Sceretary, says that
certain significant biots were given to myself.
If so0, they were entirely thrown away; and I
may inform him, and I do pot iu the least degree
ghriok from the avowal, that I assume the en-
tire responsibility atiached to this motion. When
I moved it, I thought, and still thiuk, that the
proper time had arrived for such a discussion.
According to him, the opposition offer factious
obstruction to the measurcs of government. Bat
let me ask where are the meazures to which he
referred ? The Executive have now been two
years in power, and but oae, the Elective Legis-
lative Council Bill, has been proposed by them.
Was there anything factious in the action of the
upposition with reference to that bill? Do we
not well know that the administration was de-
feated on that question by its own adberents—
that their difficulties arose from dissention in
their own camp? If the supportcrs of the go-
vernment bad been united the bill would have
passed. It is in vain, then, for the Provineial
Becretary to impute its defeat to any action of
ours, Where are these great measures of which
be boasted? Sir. tura to the Statute book of
‘37 and ’58, it is a blank, a perfect waste, unre-
deemed by a single act the parentage of which
the government can claim. It is not true, then,
that the factious conduct of members on this side
has prevented the passage of any one measure
which might bave proved useful or beneficial to
the country. Sir, bad such been propounded,
and the opposition bauded themselves together,
as the opposition did three or four years ago, to
embarrass the provincial finances, and desiroy
the public credit, then might the reproach of the
Provincial Secrctary bave been well deserved,

I do not see the Financial Secretary in his
place. If present, I could confidently appeal to
him, if I did not afford to the government my
assistance and support, in raising a revenue to
meet the exigencies of the couutry, and in gnard-
ing the public chest. ‘

True, sir, another measure, the representation
bill of last scssion, was faintly intimated, but
scarcely was it laid on the table, before the go-
vernment abandoned it. This strong govern.
menf then presents to our admiring eyes the
strange spectacle of but one measure submitted .
in the two years of its existence, and that one’
withdrawn.

A word or two on the famous liguor law bill,
the misfortune of that measure was that there
never was & majority of this house who really
desired it ; nor do 1 believe at any period in jtg
history more thao one third of this house was in
its favor. The Attorney General betrayed his
real feelings when he moved his famous cider
clause,~from that instant I clearly saw that the
animating spirit——the moral power—had  beea®
taken from the bill—that its virality was goue.’
And. T well recolleet Mr. Speaker, the bold -and
manly oppositicn that you .yourself gave to the
introduction of that clause .npon the ground that
it was a dereliction of principle, and fatal to the
measure., - . . : ' :

In’56 great enthusiasm prevailed regarding
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that hill, and it was carried in the house. 'The
Proviveinl Seoretary says that every conscrva-
tive voted for it. But, sir, the sapporters of the
government also vated for it, otherwise it could
tot bave heen carvicd—they desired to give the
fricnds of the measure a fair chance of testing its
practicability and effect; hut the then opposi-
tion, nou content with the assistance atforded
them, atlempted to convert the passage of the
hill into a party triumph—almost immediately it
was announced that the govervuent were defeat:
ed—:they were requested to resign. and a famous
barquet was given by their epponents in honor
of the oceasion.  Looking to the cider clause iv-
trodaced by the Attorney General, and the sab-
seqrient action of himself and his friends, it be-
came apparent that their ohject was pot to ac-
complish a great moval reform, bat ouly to effve-
tuate a great party trinmph —that they were not
sincere in advocating the bill for its ewn sake,
bat only as a means of embarrassing or over-
throwing the then administration, The majority
for the bill perecived among their ranks some of
the most noted Jon vi.ants in this house, and were
ashamed of the company they bad got into.—
Hence they thought it wise to reverse their deci-
sion, and gained from their opponents a victory
rendered worthless by the means that had been
cmployed to attain it,

If however, sir, it be troe, tbat the State o
Maine, after having tried that law and repealed
it, have again returned to it, it is not impossible
that the tone of public opinion in this prevince
may yet rise to the point of adopting it as the
taw of the land. A stcady friend to the temper-
ance movement I have always been, but have not
yet been able tobring my mind to the conclusion
that compulsory law is practicable or wise—short
of that point, [ have given to the temperance
body a uniform sapport in this house,

Now. sir, let me turn your attention to the va-
rious dismissals, and first of all to the case of Mr.
McCully, as Fudge of Probate for Halifax. The
jnstification for that arbitrary and high-handed
uct is contained in the {ollowing passage, which
I chall quote to you from the celcbrated minute
of Council—

At a large assemblage at the Sheriffs’ Court
at Windsor on nomination day for the Election
of & represeutative tor Hants, where Mr. McCully
attended to assist the candidate on the opposition
interest, allasion was made—by way of charge
against the Government to the case of James
Kennedy., ‘

© This person had heen convicted at Windsor
io the term of June 1857 for murder, and his
sentence had been eommuted for jmprisonment
in the Penitentiary on the report of the Judge
who tried the cause,—that be and his brother
Judge recommended a cooditional pardon, sub-
stituling punishment for manslaughter, in place
of the extreme pepalty of death, on the ground
of their doubts that the evidence did not sustain
the charge of murder.

“ Mr. McCully in a speech delivered on the
hostings on that occasion said in reference to
the case, that ke hoped the day was not far dis-
tant when the people would huve a Government
that wonld dare to enforce the sentence of the
law against a eriminal.” .

Now. sir, let us look to the epeech of the Pro-
vincial Secretary, corrected by himself, and from
which I take the following passage—
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“ The Judge of Probate for Halifax wasnot dis-
missed for political reasons. nor for going to an
clection, s, far forgetting Lis position both ag 2
judge aud the station he ocenpied at the other
end of the building, as to appear on the bnustings
to oppose the government in a county where he
did not belong ;5 but it was for conveying the im-
pression, when called upon as a man and a law-
yer to vindicate the - Judges of the land from as-
persiong concerniug the reprieve of a criminal,
that he had not been executed because he wag a
Catholic.””

According to the specch Mr. McCully was dis-
missed, not for political reazons or for opposing
the government, but for assailing the Judges,
while in the minute of Council the attack is
charged as made upon the goverament and not
opon the Jadges. It is cleav then that there isa
manifest inconsistency between the reasons as-
signed in the minute and those given in the
speech, which are in fact an after thought. Bag
suppose the reasons were as stated by the Pro-
vincial Sccretary, the certificate which I shall
presently read to you, conclusively shows that o
guch reference to the Judges was made by Mr,
McCully as has been falsely imputed to him.

" The facts briefly arve as follows: Alinsion
had been made to Kennedy’s case. They. the
Government, had been charged with favoriag
him because he was & Rowan Catholic, ingo
many words, by some of the speakers, on the oc-
casion referred to, not by¥me. Dr. Tupperre-
plied at Targe, and threw the entire responsilility of
the manner in which Kennedy had been disposed
of, upon the Judges of the Supreme Court, and turn-
ing to me, as I was seated on the platform listea-
ing to him, said, *“ He would appeal to me, his
opponent, as a Lawyer and a mau of honor,”
adding, - that he felt sure I would not contro-
vert his statement.” I had previously addressed
the Electors ; Dr. Taupper was replying. [ then
rose and said, that ¢ while, indeed, it was true,
as Dr. Tupper had stated, that the death punish-
ment had been commuled at the recommendation
of the Judges, yet &t was not true, 85 he was striv-
ing to make them believe, that the pature and
duration of Kennedy’s imprisonment was fived by
the Bench.” J. McCurry.

The undersigned bhaving had this letter exbi-
bited to us, being present on the occasion referred
to, and Aaving @ very distinct recolbection of what did
occur, feel it our duty, and but an act of justice
to all concerned, to add the weyht of our entire
testimony in corroberation of the forsgoing state-
ment of Mr. McCully

BENVETT SMUTH,

I, R. Parxsn,
Wu. CHAMBERS,
R. A. McHEewrey,
B. Wikr.

Wi, ANNAND,
Jeremrag NOrTIUP,

This certificate and the cther documents clearly
shew that while no charge was ever insinuated
against Mr. McCully as a Judge, while his integ-
rity and competency as such was admitted, he
was dismissed for his opinions and fidelity to his
party ; and the government, under cover of the
Judges, avenged themsclves for bis political
action, ‘ .

Let me now turn your attention to a case of
infinitely more consequence to the people of this
country., We are told that it is improper for us
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to go into the transactions which have taken
place between the government avd that most
injured man i his pative conntry, Mr. James R.
Formao. Every member of this house must en-
tertain a fresh and vivid recollection of the oc-
cnrrences which took place before the Railway
(Committee at the last session of the Legistature.
Tue spectacle then exhibited was one of the most
extraordinary ever presenied:to the people of
this previnge or any other.  On the one side were
to be seen astute and zealous counsellors for the
contractors,—all the resonrces of profussional
training were cnlisted in their behaif on a gues-
ti n then supposed to involve the payment by
this province of no less than £70,008 ; oa the
ather side no cfforts were made, no ation taken.
True, the Attorney General sometimes attended,
but with an air of languid iadifference, or of
positive bostility ; and I put it to im, would he
have defeaded a client upon a simple civil suit
involving one handred poands as he did the pro-
vinee when thousands depended on the issue?
The report of the committee would have been
sent in withont ore syllable said—withoub one
voiee raised in the advocacy of provinelal inue-
rosts, had not my bon. friend from Windsor inter-
posud to throw some light o those extravagant
claims. . I assisted him occasionally, and as I sat
there day afler day and saw the course pursued,
I must confess thut my blood boiled with indig-
pation aund was often tempted to rise in my
place and voluvteer my servicss as counsel for
the man thus ruthlessly abandoned by those
whose daty it was to protect and aid him. Yet,
nuassisted as be was, so well did he acquit him-
selfy that the counsel for the contractors in his
closing speech withdrew all imputation on his
i .tegrity and personal character. You will bear
in mind, sir, that Mr. Forman was Chief Engineer
of the Railway till August, 1858, and had excr-
ted himself, from the time be assumed that posi-
tion, with unwearied diligence to fulfil his very
gaeroas daties.  He bad no difficulty from 1854
1o 1837, when the new govermment cawne into
power, and the contractors felt themselves to be
masters. His letter of 26th Jane, 1858, cou-
tained the following passage 1 — 4

« It is true that daring the last year I bave
bad wmany  difficulties to contend with, info
which I forkear from éntering. The chiof of
these has been the insebordiuation and the” posi
tion assumed Ly the coutractorg, who asserted a
practical independence, and secmed to think that
they would be wuphell in disoboying “both the
Loard and myself. Inthis I trust they are now
nndeceived, and i they are kept in their proper
place. and the governmenl give me the same
gencrous and cordial support which I have al-
ways received both from the former and present
Bouard, [ have no reason to Gouln that the IRail-
way, which I am unwilling to abandon, will be
suceessfully and vigorously prosecuted to fits
completion.”

His letter of 12th July he wound ap in these
terms :(— . ‘ :

“In conclusion his Excellency, I trust, will
permit me to say that I am extremely gratified
by the assarance in' the letter I am now replying
to, of,the cordial support of the Executive Go-
vernment. My duties are at all times safficiently
arduous, but with the aid of - that support, and
more especially by a determination, while deal-
ing justly and liberally with the contractors, to-

: i2
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hold them strictly to their enzagements, T conli-
deatly trust that the objuect which his Excellency
hag 80 moch at heart will be accomplished, and
the line to Truro completed, and opeaed for
traffic hy tha (irst of Novemb r next.”

On the 20d of August, just before his dismissal
he makes the following report 3 it will be recol-
lected that the Railway Board were likewise
urging on the Goveramrnt the enforcement of
the contracts : —

« The present mode of completing the Windsor
hranch contracis is far from satistactory, and I
take the liberty of callivg attention to the desir-
ableness of taking these works out of the hands
ol the contractors,

“ Almost all the rolling stock used on this
work is supplied by the Board, and notwithstand-
ing this, the schedule rates are paid for earth
work not nearly so costly as the average cost of
exeavations on the sections. apd for which these
rates were originally intended to apply, aod as
{hese payments are made in ad lition to the con
tract price, I am decidedly of opinion that if is
For the interests of the Provinee, that these sec-
tions should be taken ont of the coutractors’.
hands and finished by the Board.”

Mr. Forman says only have this done, and the
road will be opened by the first of November—
but whbat was the fact 7 In the week ending 17th
Angust, instead of 26,600 cabic yards of fitling
and culting, which the contractors under their
contracts were bound to perform, but 8,700
yards, or one-third the gnantity were excavated
or filled ia.

Nosw, sir, let the house refleet on the trapsae-
tion T am about to open up. On the 25th Aug.
My. Forman was summararily dismissed—aDhis po-
sition and means of tiving mercilessly destroyed—
and next his reputation both as a man and an
engincer was assailed. What are the facts as
they appear in the printed correspondence i—on
the 25th Mr Forman is dismissed ~—on the 26th
he takes to his home from his own offics two
books and certain papers containing the materi-
ala for his vindicution—on the same day Mr, Mec-
Nab-by letter informs him that they arerequired
for public purpeses—on the 27th his counsel in-
forms the government that My, Forman does not
intend or desire to retain these books and papers,
provided the Jxecutive would give him a pledge
thut they should be open to his free inspection
and perusal—on the 28th that offer is accepted,
aud on the 30th of August comes the final letter
trom wmyscif, as his coannsel, that the pledge-
which he required havisg been given, all the.
books and papers would be sent the next day, as
promised ou the 27th,

Now, sir, I pat it to any man of honor, any
mau who respects the rights which appertain to
and surround & public officer, whether he can
vindieate the action of the government in pab-
lishing, on Tuesday, the 31st, in the organ of the
adwministration, (avowed in this house to bennder
the surveillance and control of th. Hon, Provin-
cial Secretary,) the following most cutrageous
staternent, Remember, - sir, that the party at-
tacked is a husband and ibe father of a family—
the honored ron of most respectable parents, who
value his reputation dearer than hig life—sn
Elder in the Presbyterian Church——and if my
testimony may be added, a manof irreproachabis
virtue. Yet the Colonist of the 31st, writien, as
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1 have not a doubt, by the Provineial |
contained the following passage—

© The public will scarcely be prepared to learn
that Mr. Forman has given since his removya
trom office proofs the most unegnivoeal of down-
rioht dishonesty, by purleining and abstracting
docnmaents and papers from the Railway effice,
m ¢h bulong to thc department, and are cesen-

tial to carrying oo the works eith promptitude.
I,'p to Saturday nieht we upderstand that Mr.
ReN . the Chairman of the Board, aithouch
miaking moest determined efforts bad been
unsnecessful in effecting their reeovery.
feonrse the oh= tructives, who daily show
the Lr 0 their hunary greed ter office, they wonld
Like to see the Railway and Provinee sink toge-
ey, w witl be é lighted ar any rareality by which
the pubiic works may be retarded.”

With thisletter of Mr. MeNab in bis hand. the
cruch, unfounded. wipardor able charge contained
in that paragraph is written, Did ibe man who
penned that paragraph recolleet that My, Forma
did not stand alone in the world—that be had o
mother—ihat he bad sisters and a wife, whose
Lbeart= would be wrung with agony when their
¢ves Habted on that infamous 1'!){1 ?

I asls the Attorney Gencral dots he vindicatc
this act, or will he have the manliness to de-
noance 11?7 Is 1t not evough to dismiss a pombli
odieer on fome were preteuce, bul wmuet it be
taken us the establiched policy of this govern
mens, when depriving the victim of his office, to
blust big eharacter too, and to spare neither age
nor ¢ =, when the sacrifice is necessary, either for
their nwbition or their revenge,

The nexteharge which I have to prefer against
this Covernment is of a yet more estraordinary
aud unprecedented character. I allude to the

cise of Mr McLean. Had the government come
d.own aud openly avowed that they had dismissed
eLean, because they nceded his office for a
political partizan, because they required the
infliience which the office gives to subserve party
purpsses and advance par'y interests, there
would bave been something of manliness .aud
independerce in their conduct. 1 they desired
toappoiut a more walleble and convenient sheriff’
—one who wag willing to do what Mr McLean
would refuse to do at the coming election, why
did they not avow it, as Sheriff MeLeau's conduct
could not be assailed. Competent to his duties,
honorable in their discharge, the government
knew if charncter and conduct only were to be the
criterion, he could not he dismiszed,

A charge was necessairy, a reason must be
found to ovict him from his office—an excuse for
his immolation on the altar of executive vengeance.
This wwust be had, and a charge was accordingly
trumpm up that the work might be done.

Nuw, gir, whot is the chwge? That he threat-
ened to arrest o wman at five o’clock, when
the execution on which the arrest was to
be male was not placed in his hands until
seven o'cleek the same day. You will per.
caive, sir, that the julgment was out-stand-
ing, and the debt was dur—that no arrest
was actaally made—therefore the hour when the
¢xecution was put in MeLean’s hands is of but liw
tle consequence. But Mclean and Mr. Cliffrd
Borse the Attorney in the cause, both swear that
at the hour when Hunter swears the avrest was

Sceretary.

the
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threatened, the execution had been actually taken
out, and was in the hands of the sheriff. What
answer is given to this 7 The Provincial Secre-
tary in the face of this house and country has
ventured to impute the crime of periury to these
two gentletren. On wha' grounds, let me ask ?
Becaus : the prothenotary of Cumberland, his cwn
father-in-luw hag ¢oneluded from the fact that he
had to light a candle to sign the execution, that
the hour of issue was seven o’cluck. Sir, T will
not imitate the bad example of Dr. Tupper and
charge Mr. Silag Morse with perjury—the circum-
gtances may have escaped his recollection—lie
may have mistnken o e paper for another. Mr.
Clifford Morse’s boy and the futher of the hoy
corroborates the other two affilavits, and T coufij
dently ask could a man be found, is there any
man of a sane mind, who would pronvance in
favor of the one affidavit as the only ons to be
believed, and against the other three, which sare
positive and exphmr as acts of perjury. Yet on this
monstrous proposition has McLean been dismissel
andd stigmatised

The Attorney General said that the diemissal
was made with the consent of the judges.

Ilon ArTorNEY GrNERAL—No !

Tten Mr Youxng—Sir, [ have some knowledge
of thesacts of this case, and [ ask the hon Art’y
(eneral why he did npot produce the letter of M
Justice Bliss, wherdin his Lordship states that he
did not and doeg not coneur in the propriety or
justice of Mr McLean’s dismissal? (hear,} why
did he not state the concurrence of Judges Dodd
and Wilkins with Judge DBliss? 8ir, there hag
been a studied concealment of the facts both from
this house and from the judges. The strong
party feelings of the prothenatory, his m;;uatuw
to the pgtmon agninst MeLean were withheld
from the Chief Justxce, and the opportunity of
vindieation and a fair and manly trial denied to’
Mr McLean,

T may be told that Judge Dodd signed the list
of Sheriffs. True, sir, but do we not all know
why he signed it. The law declares that two of
the judges must concar in opinion, otherwise the
Province would be left entirely without sherifs.
Judge Dodd signed that list to avert the disns-
trous consequences which, of necessity, would
result from such o state of affuirs.  8ir, we well
know the reason why MceLean was victimised.
The venerable Chief Justice did not. The saffida-
vit made by the father-in-law ot the Provinoin!
S cretary was presented to th Chief Ju {ice ns
that of o disinterested 'nan, aud as such would no
doubt have weight ip his decision, nor dees the 4
character which the Provineial Secretary has so-
justly earned in this house furbid the supposition
that he urged on the judges the propriety of
MeLean’s dismissal with insidicus cant, J

I wmust question, sir, the wisdom of referring 1
to the conversation of the judges in their own
prisate chamber ; but since the Provincial Se¢’y
does sst the example, may we not im»gine him
conecenling his real purpose and enfercing the |
affidavit of Mr Silas Morse, whose probity and
truth, in the opinivn.of the hon Provineial Sec’y,
are of course unquestionable, and op which he
was not ashamed to adjudicate, though the
character of his- father-in-law was at stake.

Thureiore, sir, [ teil him that the judges dx«l
not concur in this most extracrdinary and out.:
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zageous ast; as scon would I suspect myself as
McLean or Clifford Morse of perjury, and when
the Provincial Seerctary attempts to justify the
government on that ground, [ spurn the imputa-
tion with the hulwnumn it merits. Nor do I
balivve that the supporters of the government
are ready to swallow the dose. [ see Mr
Tobih, the honlle member for Halifax rmile,
well may he smile—his moral courage is
such that thers is vothing he would not swallow
for his party, but 1 do not believe that 28 geuntle-
men in this house wili band themselves together
to justify and sustiain so flagrant and unconstite-
tional an act as tie dismissal of MeLean, [ see
ray hou frisud {rom Amberst before me,—will he
endorseic? will Lie consent to stamp the character
of MoLean, well known to bim as unimpeachable,
and pronounce upen his goilt, when the deavest
rrivilege of au Briton, aopen trial husbeen denicd
to him. Heaven help uy, if this is to be received
2y a sawple of Nova Scotia justice—McL an has
lust an income, it is true, but his character is
Leyond the malice of his enemies, and hiscountry-
men avd frieids wiil yet really avenge him—
And now, sir, let me ask the attention of the
house to the progress and present position of the
politico-religious guestion whicn has been preseut-
el to the country, and now davides parties in this

provi.ce. The Atty Geul boasts that the govern
went is stroug, That it is not go, let their own
activn declare, From the joint testimouny of

members on both sides of the house it is apparent
that 2 new, a manly, and independent spirit has
been infused in'o this people, which will make it-
self felt far and wear,

I stated, gir, in my opening that [ intended to
deal with this question in a free and independent
style, concenling mnothi g, extenuating nothing,
withholding noth'ng, Such has been and is still
wy intemion. We have been taunted and
uttacked as proscriptioniqfs Is there any foun-
dution for the charge? Sir, 1 confidently ask
whetlier any Memuer of this House believes that
bad we the power, we have the desire to take
away from cne-filth of the Members of this House
the Road and Schoul ronics which ought fairly to
be appropriated to them as the Representatives of
Cathelic Consiituencies? The idea is tov mon-
strous and mpmf-hu,xbk to be for a moment en-
tertained.  Since the Catholic body by thélr
abandonment and betrayal of wyself, changed all
other relations with nie as a public maun, 1 ¢hal-
lenge them to produce one instance in which
I have sou ght to injure them eitber indirectly or
U)“(‘Cth(,iy, though they have been to a large
extent and still are in my power. What way the
condition of the Cutholics in 18477 At that
time not 2 Member of the body held an offise in
the eountry worth 40s. per annum. During the
next ten years the Catholics obtain in this coun-
try—mnot as Catholics but as Novascotisng, their
fair share of the public offices. They were

ne ther proseribed, nor did they possess or enjuy!

any undue advantage. Sir, [ have ben twice
reproached during this debate with having taken
the stand I'did in 1857, because it is said I re-
present a Catholie conﬂituency There may bé a
small and diminishing majori'y of Catholics in
the County of Inverness, but I believe that among
them are to be found men' who would sipport me ‘
to-morrow were I to solicit their suffrages, My
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relations with the Catholic body have long boen
of the most patriotic character. HWad I wished
it T conld have casily obtained a Protestant con-
stituency, but I preferred to continue the repre-
sentative of those who had so often sent me hera
with a large, T may say overwhelming majority.
When [ first entered that County it was n wilder-
ness—now it is a garden well cultivated and in-
tersected by reads. It has become to a large
extent a refined and educated community. How
far this change for the better may be attributel
to me T leave its inhabitants to judge. That they
have not been misrepresented is shewn by the
gontinued support and confilence they havs
afiorded me.

In other respects, siv, my relations with the
Catholics have been iotimate.  In my professional
capacity I defended their Ecclesiastical syster
from a rude attack, and it is instructive to mark
the estimate then formed of my humble ability
and sgervices. In the Cross of January 12th,
1850, roferring to the trial of Carvten vs. Walsh,
[ findthe following passage under the editoriai
hexd :

“ 0One of the most singular features in this
extraordinary case is that it seems the Plaintiff's
Counsel has loudly condemned both in and out or
court the mode of defence adopted by the Horor-
able William Young. The Defendants owght to
feel grateful for the deep interest thus mauifested
in their favour by their legal opponents ; but we
suspect that they are quite satisfied with the
triumphant and able manner in which that de-
fence was condneted, However, there will be
little jealousies in all professions; and we are
not surprised at those envious ebullitions which
have been drawn ferth by the continued triumphs
and matchless ability of a more fortunale vival.
In legal erudition, in sound judgment, in forensiz
and senatorial oratory of the highest order, in
thorough independence of purse and feeling, ‘in
ail the integrity of an unspotted chmracter, 10
man in this conntry can be said to be superior to
the Ilonorable William Young,.

It would be unnatural if his luckless eppo-
nents did no/ condemn the manner in which ha
courlucts the ecases of his numevrous and fortun-
ate clients. We cannot refrain from stating our .
belief that it is a happy circumstance for the
people of this Province to have such advocates at
the Nova Beotia bar. As for the Catholic pov-
tion of tte country they will never know, thoy
can never too fully appreciate the admirablé ser-
vices rendered to the emuse of their church by
the Hon: Speaker and his Brother. Without
compromising their own religious principles, they
tmumphmﬂy vindicated the, Jjust rights of their

Catholie fellow-citizens—the privilege of wor-
shipping God aceerding to their consciences.”’

That is a tolerable certificate from the wen
who have been crazy siuce 1857 in ulhfymrr
and traducing wme. The pruvoe was then as
extravagant as the detraction is now. No oue
I am sare, will suspect me of the childish vanity
of quoting such passages for their own sake.
T &) so as evifence of the system in 1850, Hud
I been 8 Cigero or a Demosthenes T could not
bave recerved higher encomiums, nnd the same

contrast iz’ observable between the tone of those
laud'xttons and the gpirit which now pervades and
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actuntes the Catholic press with respect to the
hon Attorney General.

Inthe Cross of the 19th andthat of the 26th
January, 1850, they review that hon gentleman’s

- ¢pecch and use the following language : —

¢ 'The speech, we are told, occupicd five hours
in the delivery, and yet it is ¢ a positive fact’ that
not one tenth of it, that s, a half an hour’s talk,
was devoted to the real merits of the case. ¢ The
rest was all but leather and prunella.” Abuse of
the opposite Counsel, anti-Catholic appeals to the
Jury, misrepresentations of Catholic doctrine,
mis-quotations of the evidence of the Vicar Gene-
ral, hollow declamation (at leastin his mouth)
on the danger of irrespounsible power ! maudlin

gymputhy, as heartfelt as the sorrow of a hired|

mourner, and like the Jast chapter of Rasselas, a
¢ gonelusion in which nothing was concluded’—
these formed the staple of the great and grand-
iloquent effort, and upon all these, we shall con-
tinue to bestow the attention they deserve.
¢ ¢ The strongest mind becomes blinded when
wielding power—the heart is led astray—princi-
ples are furgotten and sluinber, power, irresponsi-
ble power, may be, must be, from man’s very
nature, abused.” Here are g lden words, auro,
codroque digna ; bousehold words with the people
who have opposed Mr Johnston for the last
tywenty years. In fact these words contain the
whole political creed of Mr Johnston’s opponents,
a ereed which he always stoutly maintained to be
rank heresy. But he is converted now, thanks
Le to God, and we owe thisto a fortunate accident
which brought him and his client together ; to
those familiar interviews © of a few day’s only’ in
which he conceived such a new-born ¢ admiration’
for Samuel Carten.” In those blissful moments
.of the Noctes Cartesiance, in that delightful
interchange of thought he must have drank deep-
1y from ¢¢ the pure well of Liberalism undefiled.’
We hope it will be no crime to remind him of his
own words the next time he becomes Prime
Minister of Nova Scotia.>’
* * # * * * % *
«<If the C'ross were ten times its present size we
could not print vne half of the communications
which are pouring in upon us from all parts of
the country, relative to the recent Tory assault
on the independence of our Church, and the reli-

gious fieedom of her faithful members in this|:

Province. We are no doubt very much pleased
and edified, to boot, at the unanirous burst of
Catholic feeling which has been elicited by recent
events, but our kind friends must allow us to use
our own iseretion on this vexed question. Fome
are orying out for an impeachment of the Judge
before the House of Assembly,and regretting that
the case was not tried by Judge Dodd or Bliss, or
the Chicef Justice ; others want to have Catholic
meetings summoned in every part of the Province
to discuss Mr. Johnston’s speech, and to record
their determination never to permit so violent a
bigot to ascend the bench, or usurp the reins of
power.” :

Mr Johnston, I beg his pardon for naming him,
w1 not suspect me of quoting these passages
with any purpose of wounding his feelings. I
guote them merely as illustrations of the system.
"The people of the Glebe House regard us both
with a view only to their own ascendancy, and
would, I am persuaded, cast us both iuto the
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lake with equal indifference,—aye, and the Provl
Secretary at our heels, did it only serve the pur-
poses of their order.

Bir, as the debate has assumed o wide a Tange
—since the Provincinal Secretary saw fit to quote
long articles from newspapers, I may perhaps be
permitted ‘o follow his example. Let me turn
the attention of the house to a paper published
26th August, 1847, hy the present Qucen’s
printer, Lallude to the Morning Post.

Mr Siaw.—That paper was published by the
late John H Crosskill.

Hon Mr Youxu—I find it stated in the adver-
tisement of this number that this paper was
printed by Messrs Graut and Fraser. DBut pe
that as it may, it was the organ of the hon Att’y
General’s party of that day Let us see what
was then said of PrRo1EsTaNT ORGANIZATION,

** The rapid advances which Popery is now
making both as regards its extension in this Pro-
vinge, and its attainment of political power in
Europe, and to which a new impetus is given by
the populurity of the pregent Pope. should warn
Protestants of every creed that it is bigh time
for them to organize for mutual support and de-
fence. Had we nothing to dread but the spread
of error and superstition, it shoald be a safficiens
incentive for us to adopt pricautionary mea-
sures to thwart and prevent its success; but we
see a religion spreading which is opposed to both
civil and religious liberty—a religion intellerant
and bigotted, and which its own votaries declare
must ever remain in antagonism with Protestan-
tism, wntil the laiter shall be vosted out ! Higtory
informs us of the means adopted to root out Pro-
testantisa in :ifferent sections of Europe, at
different periods ; but we will merely refer to
the Smithfield fires, the massacre of St. Bar-
tholomew and the * Holy Inquisition? in Spain.
It is the boast of the Romanists that their religion,
is unchangeable, aud we believe it i3 unchaonges
able in its sirit, as it is ebangetul in its policy.
It is like & cowardly ignoble man,—an abject,
creeping sycophant when low ; overbearing,
blustering and tyrannical when exalted.”

Again, gir. in the Morning Pos of Feb. 2nd.
1648, they did not hesitate to travesty the Pope
and oue of the leaders of the Catholic Church
after this fashion—

Ty Popres 1asT LETTER To ARCHBISHOP
Macuare— Translation-—~To our most reverend
brother, the Archbishop of Tuam, Pope Pius 1X,
cends health and apostol cal benediction— Reverend
Brother.—A report bas reached our apostulic curs
that thon has written certain lettersto our dearly,
beloved soo of the church, the most noble thej
Earl of Arundel.—We have been much moved.
brother, in this matter ; since it appearcth to us
that (hon bust absurdly divalged to the eyes of
heretics the s2cret couusels of our church. By
the holy poker ! a worthy oath ! thoa ari nol the.
Lion ofthe Tribe of Judah, Lut rather the greatest
and most notable ass of Ireland.

¢ Knowest thou not that all those rules which

'pertain to the maintenance of tbe Iiish chureh:

are 70 sent to you by ourselves.and ouwr luarmd%

aud holy synod, as pertectly to deceive the

Eoglish parliament and its heretical populace 278
* o K % * * * .

i~

* But never mind old comrade, we will scll
thern yet. 1f thou wouldst throw dust into John
Bull's eyes, first pour over his fat, round paunch

i
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a guantity of soft sawder. This, believe me, =o
softens the hearts of angry men, that thou mayest
get eafely and instantly on their blind side with-
out any hotheration,” :

* * » *® * ¥ Ed

“ Afier these fhings, you are the most stupid
of dolts, my most reverend brother! to elaborate
such furious episties. Take the thing quietly.
If these wild [rish murderers commit their wick-
ed decds, what is that to us ? Let them zo to the
devil ; we bave other fish to fry. Take better
care of yourself in futurs, old boy, or I will walk
into you, and no mistake, )

“(iven at Rom-, thiz 3vd of January, A. D.
1848, the gecond year of the reign.”

Again, in the Morning Pogt of Nov. 8, we find
the following passages—

“ Tur Porgpom.-—All circumstances now com-
bine to turn the general mwind of Burope on the
affuirs of Italy. There a revolution has begun.
1t is yet only in the egg, but the dragon will be
hatched. [t may apparently fail; go long as it
d-pends on Italy herself, it must fail. The peo-
ple are too vicious for any possession which de-
mands daring and perseverance. The princes
areé a race of dependnnts 5 the priesthood ave a
tribe of slaves ; the power of the Pope is wholly
in his superstition, and that superstition bas its
sole power in the vices of the aristoeracy and the
ignorance of the multitude. A fabric built of
such materials must fall 5 bat it will require a
shock, and its {all may spread extensive destruc-
tion. It is impossible that the Popcdom could
have stood in an age of religious sincerity.

“ But that age has never yet come, When i¢
is 1o come is elill beyoud all humaa caleulation.
And in that dreary interval the Popedom will

“rule, as it has ruled for the last thousand years.
by its incessant appeal to the passions, its gross
allorement to the senses, its restless eraft in the
game of [Boropean intrigue, and practised dexte-
rity in iofluencing the fears and hopes of unin-
quiring and corrupted mankind.

#* # * *® * * *

“ But. to come to the most important question
of all, what ate to be the means of Protestant de-
fence against this most eminent of all perils ?
Uunder God, it mast be Protestant union j the
sammons of” every good, wise, and true-hearted
Protestant to the protection of all, Lot the
bishops eall upon their clergy, and poiot out the
course which they ought to take. L.t the clergy
call upon. their congregations, and poiut out the
course which they, too, ought to take. Ifneither
will act—if o fear of the frowns of Cubinets re
tard the oue, or a love of indolence paralyse the
other-—Ilet the Protestant people take their enuse
into their own hands. Lt them hold meetings,
write pamphlets, make manly representations to
the empire ; show that they will not be deceived
insitlted, or bartered ; and under God they will
stand when Cubidets are shattered, put faction to
shame, make Popery recoil like a trampled snake,
and, in the bold epirit "ot British liberty, and in
the pure spirit of scriptural faith, begin a new
age of glory to the-empire.” ‘

Now, sir. I ask with what face the men who

sanctioned and sustained these publications—wbo
adopted and authorised the publication of the pa-
per in.whieh they appeared. as the organ of their
party—-‘he expoaent of . their principles. I ask
with what fuce they can taunt us with raisiog
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the agitation in 1859 which they so " vehemently .
and strenuously urged in 1847 1

Bat, sir, we are not carrying out to the same
unmitigated eytent the principles they enunciat-
ed. Toe gentlemmen ou this side the house be.
lieve that though the Catholic bady in 18 7
yielded to a pressure which they could not resist,
yet that their bearts and judgements were with
us. Sir, I feel no personal aatipathies to and
would no more injure a Catholic in this country,
than I w-uld a Preshyterian. Bat [ aseumed,
say the gentiemen on the other side, a new posi-
tion in 1857. by recounizing the principles con-
tained in the Protestant maunifesto, published in
March of that year, Is il really so? Let us
not he misunderstood-—hy that which T then ad-
vocated am I now prepared to stand or fall. I
was detevmined, and those who act with me, were
determined, if possible, to have a government
established ona Protestant basis, not liable to be
overturped al any moment by Pricst or Prelate,
nor hy a combination of any five or six persons
the adherents of a particular faith. Let me turn
your attention for a myment, sir, to that mani-
fosto.  What doe= it say 1. —

“ The new Adninistration eannot exist an hour
without Catholic support, That support caunot
he purchased orretained without ultimately yield-
ing, however specious the present moderation,
to Catholic demauds, more than the late Ad-
minigtration would grant. .

»The new Adminishation must square its
Legislative policy and distribute its patronage by
the Catholic standard. The Cutholic ascendancy
which ten years ‘ago was only a bug-bear, has
become a reality in gur midst,

“ Let every Protestant Minister, of every deno-
mination ask bimself. what ix the duty he owes
to God and to his people in this grave emercency.
—Not strely to be elothful but to be up and
doing.

« Let every high-spirited and loyal Conserva.
tive ask himself whether the old party cries which
have ceased to bave a meaning aud the aversion
it may be to liberals or liberal-leaders, are to
paralyze his exertions or silence his judigdgant
protest against this new Domination.

o Let the ronnd thinking and moderate men of
all parties ask themselves, whether the late vio-
lent change was justiied by any pablic necessity ;
whether the ruilway, the financee, the public
offices are likely to be better managed uuder the
new regime-—and, above all, whether the new
Power brought to bear os entatious’y aund with
fatal effect upou the Legislatare of our Country
is to be tolerated or apheld.”?

That, sir, was the language used in the mani
festo of March 1857, and 1 do not hesitate to
avow that-it is still the settld, determioed "poli.
¢y of the opphsition in this house. The guestion
now before the country is emphaticr iy —Pro-
testant or Catbolic :* whether the divided Pro-
tes ants are or are not to be governed by the
anited Catholics 5 whetber the teanure on which
the reins of government shall be beld iv to be
subgervienee to Catholicity ; whether we shall
allow our own intestive divisions to prostrate ug
bonnd and powerless.at the fool of a denomina.
tional minority ?  Sir. I regret that the time bas
come when these jssues must be put fully, boldly,

and. fearlessly before ghe country 5 but I will not’
shrink from -the duty—it would Le base and
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treacherous in me to sacrifien the principles I
tave al ays held dear, in the honr of peril—
No b sy, victorions or conquered — tiinmphant
or d feated —the Protestant prineiples, which 1
hiave ever beld sacred. shall never be alundosed.

Bat, siv, I say again, surely the Catholics cun-
not be so iusane as to believe in the protestations
af the party who h.ve elevated to the Que:n’s
Printership the man who published the Moraing
Post in 1847, from which [ have quoted, but lest
they shouid suppose that these articles ave the
sivgle and only evidences of the hatred borne by
the members of the present goverawment towards
themselves, let e guote a fow extracts from the
Christien Messenger of the 28th Moy in th-
same year.  Let the Catholics in this House re
collect that the *c Messeuger” was the organ of
the present Attorney tieweral, ler them hearken
to what I shatl read, and then tell me if he of all
men, is ina position-—considering big antecedents
—to stand forth as the champion of the Catholic
body in this cuuntry ?

““Tne Romay Cara vic Controviesy.—The
discussion of this subject, which hag vow occupicd
vur pages for several weeks, and has exteuded
itselt mueh farther than we at firsi anticipated,
we shall eadeavor to dismiss i our present num-
bor.

¢ It may perhaps be thought by some that we
have gelested the move gross aud obnoxious pas.
sages from the columns of the Cross, to shew the
vidicule, contempt, and hatred which the Roman
Cutholic Priests have attempted to excite both
against Privtestauts and Protestantism.  Such,
Lowever, is not the case.  To satisfy our readers
of this, we will adid o few additi- nal cxtracts, and
which we might, were it necessary, greatly wal-
tiply. Thus they have in alwmost ¢very number
indulged themselves in tuuuts levelled against
different Protestant budies, as

¢ Juck Calein himself was married to an

Anabaptist widow. It scems none of the Preshy-
terian doves were fuir enough fur his funcy,” ”’
and reterring in some cases to these from vim
they had certainly received no previous proosa-
tion—suel ag the foilowing 1 —

*¢‘Ihe Wesleyin—the Muggletoniag,

The Hugonot—ihe Humbuggonian.”’

¢ And first is the sample they give of what
they call *¢ Preshyterian eloquence’ in prajer,
gnd which, from other parts of the extract it ic
evident they intend shall apply to the extempore
prayers of dissenting wivisters generally :—

¢ Mountivg bis desk. awhiie he sits
In silence, und his eyes he shuts,
Thrive be ynwus to suck the spirit in,
That is to eperate within ;
Then « deep groan ; and out he brays
Such odd extemporary prayers.”

“ We are well aware that very many unsus-
peeting persors of late years, while Romanisut has
been cowpuratively dormant amongst s, have
thought that the =ystem is not such as has been
represented by these who better knew its charae-
ter and tendeucies, and that the descriptions
often found in the most authentic records, are to
- . a great cxten', overeharged und exaggerated. At
lewst they huve thought that in this nineteenth
century, amid the advancing light of literature
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and general inteliigence, it had greatly changed
its churacter. We wight, we think, appenl for
the refutation of o mistaken an idea, to the quo-
tations atready made from the pages of a Journal,
edited by, or under the immedinte sanction of, &
Roman Catholic Prelate and his staff of Priests.”’

“¢J'his arrogant claim to superiority. the Roman
Catholic Priesthood, as on the preseat occasion,
ag if it were their acknowledged aund indefeasib o
right, and with no small amount of self-sufficient
pompesity, have ever been forward to advance.
The elaim, however, is assuredly, as far as it res.
peets the [tish Priesthoed, worse than greunsdless,
Accustomed to repeat their endless tormsgof prayer
in a dead lunguage, they all become of course, to
a certain and limited extent, nequainted with toe
Latin tongue  DBut as regards any proficicney in
Ciassicul or general literature or the scieuces,
where tiie numa of one English or Irish Priestcan
be found since the reforwantion, who has arvived
at any ewminence, orisivdeedkuown to the literary
world one hundred minigters of varicus Protestunt
Denominations can benamed, many of whom have
reached the highest celebrity in different depart-
ments of learning.  Atand long before the period
of the reformation, it is a notorious fact that thou-
sands of the Romish priesthood were too iguorant
even to construe their own Datin Missale, The
comparison between the £nglish and Irish pensan-
try, in point of intelligence of auy kind, to Nova
Scotia, must stem supreme!ly ridiculons.”

Such was the style of attack —such the epithets
opplied by the Atty Genl aund his friecds to the
Catholics in 1847, Let we ask what vur position
was in 18567 At that time the Liberals were
still in power, and antil then no Cathosic pressure
had been felt in this house, they had assisted the
Protestant liberal pariy in this country toestablish
and carry evt the principles of respounsibl- govern
ment ; in amity and good-fellowship hud they
mutually labored for the common benefit of the
whole people, and [ now charge on Mr McKeag.
ney, the how tember for Syduey, that he wus the
first man in this hvuse to svund the noies of sec-
tarianism,  Who that recollects his oft repeated
appeals to his co-religionists, and there are many
nut gentlemen who hear me, in whose micds the
inflawmatory tone of his speeches is still fresh—
who cun fuil to believe thai he was the originstor
of those divisions and dissensions which subse.
i guently led to the uvion of Catholies and Conser-
vatives in order to defvat the government. lle
aspired to the Speaker’s chair on the ground
thut he was a Catholic. I do not wish to say
anything personally offensive to the hon. gen-le-
man, but I cannot reirain from telilng himm that
to that position he bad not the siightest shadow
of o claim. What made him an ¥xcoutive C.un-
eillor 2 Sir, I tell the hon gentleman that he
tame into ‘the goveruwnent, of which te wasa
mewmber, ay a Catholic. Had he brought, as Mr
McLellan, the hon member for Colshester did
lately—fresh vigor, new ¢uergy and talent to this
house, were he cupable of deliv. ring such a speech
as was recently made by my hon. friend frora
Picton, Mr. McDunald, of whose abilities as a pe-
litician and debater his purty may be justly proud
—we might be tempted to helieve that his appoints,
ment was made on mevitorious grounds. Again;
sir, what' made the late hon Mr McLeod an Execu-
tive Counucillot? For him [always entertained the
highest respect as a man, but it is patent to all
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the world that bis appointment to the Council
was made because he belonged to Catholic body.
Again, sir, on the resignation of the late hon
Michael Tobin, I ask what elevated the hon
Ldward Kenuy, also a Catholic, to the Presiden-
tial ehnir of the Legislative Council?  Was it any
peliar ability or fitness for the office? 1 have
pot & word to say that would disparage himasa
merchant, or as a private gentleman, but as Presi-
dent of the Couneil, I do say, that some of his
Cewservative friends besought the late govern-
ment to spate them the humiliation of ihat
appointinent. He was appointed as a Catho-
liec, and what, [ ask, inducel him to res'gn
in 1857, and in & single week afterwards to go
back, to join the opponents of the furmer govern-
ment, and forsake bis old and long-tired friends?
Would a Protestant of any character or cousist-
ency have so acted as a  politician 7 The
auswer is too plain to be mistaken. How comes
it that the hon member for Sydney, Mr KoKin-
nou—having been associated with the Liberal
administration aud continued in the Council up

to the time it was defeated, at the very next hour|

associated himself with their enemies, and became
one of the Executive that succeeded them. The
answer is, because he acted throughout, not as a
politiciae  governed by the same principles and
feelings with us, but purely as a Catholic. Sir,
w th these facts staring us in the face, can any
man fuil to perceive a determined Cuatholic prey.
sare which not having ‘been yielded to in the
oases of Mr McLeod, Mr McKeagney, and the
hon Michael Tobin—whose feelings at this hour [
do nut envy, led to the defeat of an administra-
tion whose public acts and geperal policy these
gentlemen had becn parties-to and freely endorsed.
Something has been said in this debate of the
Educaticnal Bill of 1856 —a measure [ was deter-
mined to carry. 'Fhe labor of months I had
devoted to the perfecting of its details, so that a
gerperal, uniform, and consistent elucational sys-
tem should prevail i the country, but when [
found that the Catholic body unexpectedly de-
manded separate schools—that they combined to
defeat auy measure which did not give them this
advantage. when their influence was brought to
Lear and 1o hope was left of obtaining that mighty
hioon for the puople of Nova Scotin, [ reluctantly
consented to abandon it.  Aund, sir, in the hear-
ing of this house, in the face of this conntry, I as-
seirt without fenr of contradietion, that the educa~
tional Bill was defeated in >56 by a combination
of the Catholic body with the then opposition
under the leadership of the Attorney General who
sucrificed the dearest interests of the country
and of generations yet unborn to that unholy
ailiance.

1 pass over the Guwlay shanty riots, and the
couduet of the Catholic Jeaders in their' too suc-
cessful attempts to shield and screen the rioters
from the correction and punishment they deserved.

Bat sir, look at the organ of the Catholic body
in 1857. That paper assailed me with a virulence
of invective almost unparalleled. I was a traitor,
a bigot, an ingrate, because, forsooth, I would
not bow submissively to the supremacy of the
Catholic power. Let me quote a fow passages
from the Catholic of February, 1857, and, eir,
be it Tetmembered that up to this period, sg the
leader of thé Government, as, o member of this

b

house, neither in private nor in puplic had I by
word or deed offended that body, unless, indeed,
it be construed inte au ofience that I refused to
submit tamely to a pressure which I felt, in
justice to the country ought mever to have been
urged. But here is a pressure not upou us on'y
but significantly applied to the members of this
house, and shewing plainly the amount of inde-
pendence that was left tbem by their spivitual
leaders. .~

« In consegnence of rursours which are float-
ing anbcut th s dayy, respecting certalu Members
of the House of Assembly, who represeut Guthioli
constituencies in the Metropolitan city and
couny, and elsewhere, we deem it an wet b jus-
tice to these geatiewen as well as to ourseives. to
give fair and bouust warning to all the purties
congernsd,

“ We have a right to expeet that they will not
misrepreseut theiv cuustituents at the appreucl-
ing division, bat vole against the Guovernient,
according to the well understood wishes of the
Cutholies of this Provinee.

“ If they fecl a reluctutice in doing this, there
ig an alternutive which can save their honour.
Lol tuem resign their seals, and vestore to e
constituoncies the twast which they reposed ia
them, that they may clect those who will without
any besitation faithtully v preseut them,

« But, for any sich Mewbor to retain his seat,
and vote against his constitaeuts, or even ablain
from voting, it- will be treuson and injustice ol the
vlackest dye, and will be treated accordingly.”

Now, sir, after this expression of “the kuuwn
sentiments of the Cutholie leaders, for any gen-
tleman 1o pretend, with the hope that we will
believe it, that there was not a systematic irri-

tating pressure bronght to bear in 1856 by the
Catholic body—-thas the deleab of the govern-

ment was uob a design which thiey deliberately
tormed, is to rely ou our cutire want ot Common
sense and judgmeht and {o treat us as if we were
children or fvols.

Let me give, sir, ous other instance and exam-
ple of that power. The hon. and Jeurned member
for Sydney aked my permixsion during this de-
hate to disclose certuin Executive secrets, which,
by his oath as one of the council, he was bound
to keep inviolate.

Mr. figwey.-That was not the requess I
made. It had reference to certain cunlidential
communications.

Hon Mr. Yousag.—That, sir, the hon. and
learned member well knew I had no power to
grant.  With the transaciions and private mat-
ters of tha party, other gentlemen beside the
hon. member and myseif were connecied, Were
such permissioa given bim, Mr. Archibald, Mr.
Wier, Mr. Anpand, eve y other member and
sapposter ot the adminisiration, would fay claim
to w similar privilege; and, sir, i we may
judge frow the latitude which the “hon, member
sometimes takes iu this house, no dou’t bis ver-
sion of matters would be contradicted or varied,
and a recrimatory discussion would be proviked
most unseemly and unsatisfactory. DBuat, sir, let
me ask what position fhat hon. gentlemun occu-
pies—what did he do_in 57, and whut has he
now done? He assented to Coundon’s-dismissal—
nay, sir, he was the very msn who signed the
letter of dismissal. . By that act what obligetion
did he incur? Was he not in honor and justice
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bound to uphold it? Yet upon that very act
l:e resipned his seat in the Executive; and when
the resolution of waut of confidence was pro-
posed, which turned on that very dismissal, he
voted against the government of which he had
been a momber, beecause of the very act which
he hiwself had done.  He commits Lis colleagues
to apolicy, aund then assails them for alopting it.
Sir, m the whole history of British and Colonial
politics can there be found an instance like this ?
Sir. I do not hesinte to declare that in pursuing
this course the hon. and learned member violated
every principle of hunor, and eve: y rule of politi-
cal morality.  What induced him to do i1, and to
desert his colleagues ' Most clearly the Catho-
lic power, and the real or supposed necessity of
propitiating it,  In the procress of events came
the Protestant Allianee, which, as is now per-
fectly well understood, rests on a religious and
wt a political basis, aud would oppose with
cqual readiness Johuston or Youug il truckling
to the Catholic influence. It bas a mission to
fultil, and s fulfil ing it zealously and ably.

Among the sizns of the times is therc nothing
rematkable in the tone that has been assumed by
the public men and press of the administr tion
towards the Protestant ministers, who used to be
regarded in this country with so much reverence
and affection? Do mnt the two celebrat-d
words ** [raud and forgery 7 still ving in our ears %
Will the Presbyteriun body-~will Methodists,
forget the insult heaped on the most conspicuous
names in the Protestant Alliance. And has not
the religious press depending on the government
hecome subdued and tame 2 With these men the
aucient spirit seems to bave fled, but only to
scek refuge in the mass of the people, among
whom it will still be found, animated vnd glow-
ing.

Another circumstanca of a very singular cha-
racter cannot fail also to attract our attention.
The Rev., or rather the late Lev. Mr. \Vatorin,
the Curate of St. Paul’s, and noted for his evan-
gelical zeal, suddenly bscame a convert to the
Reman Catholic Chureh, and has published a
pamphlet in defence of his new opinions. T have
read it attentively, and agree with most eritics
thai it is a very vnequal production.  The narra-
tive pare is tame and mueagre, but the doctrin.d
is written with soms eloquence, and with intinite
art- gere 1 cannet bul suspeet some abler pen
than My Maturin’: hw been busy. It is not
with tie Herary miers, avwever, of this brochure
that I bave to deal. It is with the spiric it dis-
plays towards the church which Mr. Maturin has
so recently d.serted, and to which I must add,
his very presence here is & continued and a stu-
died insult. He tells that chu:ch—the church of
England—to whom even U8 eneriies cannot de-
ny the possession of distinguishel abiliry—of
many christian virtues—and the inheritance of
an illustrious pame —¢ that Christ himsetf’ has
fursaken her, and the Holy Ghost has allowed
her to full intu the most awiul errors,” and that
not one-third of the population of the mother
country now adheres to her.  Then extending
his view beyond his lare spiritual mother, Mr.
Baturia announces the alarming discovery that
tradition is of equal authority with seripture—
that *¢ the 'Bible is founded on the Church and
- not the Church on the Bible,”—and that “the
reformers of the sixteenth century were guilty of
the deuble erime of schism ard heresy.” In this
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sweeping condemnation he includes Lather,
Calvin, aud Melanchton, and wonderfully har-
monises with the extract I have just cited from
the Cross. DBat, «ir, names su itlustiious, and
living in the affections of s0 many millions of
Protes-ants—banded down from age to age with
ineressing veneration—and bound up with the
most cherished rights and the wost sacred privi-
leges of our race—ae not to be so easily tar-
nished, and will ever survive, [ hope, the assaults
of this Romwan Cutholic neophyte. Oune virtue I
must c¢:rtainly aliow him. When I saw it an-
nounced tha: Edward Maturin, Esq., M. A., had
placed himself under the spiritual direciion of
the Rev. Mr. Roles, I could not but confess that
humiliation counld not furtler go.

Sie, the time has evidently come in this conn-
try. when the old distiuctions that separated the
various Protestant communions should b obli-
terated by a sense of their common danger, The
old qu.rrel between the Liberal party and the
Church of England was finally settled in 1851,
at the passinz of the Revised Stitates, when the
mere name of an  estabiishment—for in this pro-
vince it was nothing more ~was dropped by com-
mon consent, and the con-titution was given her
by law, which the more active, perhaps I may
sav, the more dwmocratic portion of her own peo-
ple desired. The act was framed by themsel-
ves and passed in this house by unanimous con-
sent. Since that hour we have never heard one
word of hostility to the Church of Lngland in
this Assembly. Her college at Windsor stands
on the samc foo!ing with the others, and her best
fiiends, I bélieve, will admit that the trucst ser-
vice that was ever done to that iastitation was to
throw her on the affections and liberality of her
own gifted sons. I rejoiced to hear the other
day from ose of her alamni, well qualifiet to
judge, that a first-rato education is now to be had
within ber portals, under the eminent scholars
which the governoss have engaged, and trust that
their general influence will be widely and fuvor-
ably diffused.

And why should Preshyterians, Methodists,
Baptists of independent thought and a generous
ty pe—why should the oll Conscivative and the
old Liberal partizs be sny longer disunited ¢
Respoasible Government, whether for weal or
woe, is firmly established, and to the great mass
of the people the only interest that remains is to
have an independent, a firm, and an honest go-
i vernment, which by the present coalition, in its
(humiliating bondage, we never caa have.

We want a government which no priest or
prelate can overturn, and therefore can rule as
will,—a government, which shall not present the
stiange spectacle of twenty Protestants on ove
side, with the aid of eizht Cathelics, over-riding
and coercing twenty-five Protestants on the
other,—a government, which shall neither resem-
ble the present, nor be a resurrection of the past,
but which shall combine in itself, not for the suke
of the paltry offices it can wuive, but for higher
and nohler ends, the best intelleets and the most
cultivated minds, aad represert the social rank,
the accamulated wealth, and the public vire
of cur province. No oue can deny that the ma-
terials of such a government exist, and that it is
in the power of the people to erect it. No ong
will - pretend that the present government ap-
proaches this model, and I acknowledge that
the government which was overturned,—and
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which T had the difficult task of leading for

three vears, fell far short of it.—This go-

vernment has not the strength to resist the
pressure of i3 own needy pertizans, and it§
own importunste passions Ilse such rep-ated
violations of the declared opiuions of irs leaders
when in opposition, and such dismissals as those
of [forman, McCully, and McLean, would never
have disgraced it. We wonld never have seen
the re-appointment of GCondon—the closing of
our public offices, and the other numerous signs
of a subserviency whicii it'is impossible to mis
take. It may be'that all this will for the presen’
be upheld, and that the administration will be
sustained by their majority. But I am looking
beyond this house. I appeal to the whole peo-
ple—the source of power and the basis of party
strength in this country. We are told, though
1 ean scarcely cred:t it, that the Catholies at the
coming election are 10 be united as one man. To
a large extent they may be so—and it so, lot
them be met by a corresponding union ; let Pro-
testanti~m also arise in ber strength and proclaim
in trumpet tones to every village and hamlet in
Nova Scotiz the importance and value of the
issue they have to try, and the duty of distin
guishing between the wen who are true and
steadlast to the free spirit and genius of our
constitution and the leadars and adherents of the
present piebald administration, whose smbition
¢ has blinded them to the dangers which equally
assail us all, 3 : o
Mr. Wapg said :=1I do not rise for the purpose
of taking up the time of the house by a lengthy
gpecch on the sibject of debate, but 1 feel it due
to myself and to the country, to make some ex-
planation in reference to the charge brought
against me by the hon., member for Windsor, in
his speech of yesterday ; and this is the more
necessary because it appears to be a regalar - 8ys
tem pursued on the part of that hoa. gentleman
to misrepresent me and my actd ever since I:felt
it 'my duty to separate myself from hiin and bis
arty. o o
? The sama thing occurred last session, when
the hon. member for Windsor distinetly misre-
presented me. : ‘ .
{Read from repot of last session.] =
He then said<—+¢ The learned member for Dig-
by. in his speech of to-day, laid all the blame of
his political inconsistenbcy upon the mémber for
Windsor. He would not have’gone over to ‘the
enemy but for my letters. Nobody complains of
bis golog but if ‘hé intendled to go, in my opi-
nion, be should not have met in caticus with-hid
old triends, concurred in their acts, and only de-
gerted ‘them when there was o hostile majority
witheus bim.”? -~ - oo
To which T replied’ on the moment, « T deny
it""—cries ‘of “order.” The member for Windeor
must recollect that I carefully avoided all refer-
ence to the secret’action of the paity, *Bat now
that the'‘subject hawhéed veferred to; I'may say
that I Qdistitictly informed thern that if they ook
the action ‘proposed, T ‘inust leave them. ' If-the
member for Widdsor dares to drag my name" info
thiz delate, I will e prepared fo meét him "7

- ¢onte mow t0 the question upon whieh'T ruse.

to “explain. * The* honble, "membis for Windsos

chirggd the with ‘thovinig the previots question |
on "ﬁxﬁ”fﬁil’%\my’ - debate’ fant  sésgion: ! TheTiony

gentléman - did ‘ot | 3o me justice in the remutk
he made. He stated that I had taken this contse
T pesed WU R et otk
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i Hon. Mr Huovky seid—1¢ would: fllbee
M Speaker, at'this late period of the ¢vening, {0
sk at any great-leagth," the attention - of th
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because T was afraid to meet the subject on its
merits, and when I reached home I found the
slander repeated in the newspapers of the oppo-
sition, and it was for this purpose that I rose yes-
ferdsy to request him to pnt the matter right be-
tore the covntry or allow me to explain.

Now. sir, what arc the real facts? On- the oe-
casion rveferred to I gave wotice that I would-
move the previous question, but most distinctly
deny moving it. Again, under what circamstan-
ces was this notice given? The Railway Com-
mitfee, of wnich I was a member, had sat every
day for nearly thirty days, patiently and honest.’
ly investigating the claims brought before them,
and I may say, that although I do not possess the
mighty intellect’ or the grasp of thought tfor
which the hon. member for Windsor is so remark-
able, yet I, in common with the other members
of the committee, gave to the matters brought
before us, an earnest and attentive consideration,
and endeavored to -discharge our duty to the’
house and the conntry to the best of our ability.
Our report 'was brought in very late in the ses~
sion, and after some’time had been spent io dis-
cussing it, 1 stated that urgent private basinects

vendered it necéssary that I should retarn home,
and I was very auxious before doing 8o to record

my vote on the Journals, for I well knew that if
I left without doing this, my reasons ‘would be
misrepresented. and it would be stated that I did
not dare to give my vote on’ the question ; and
it was for thisreason, finding there was a dispo-
sition to waste the time of the house and to pro-
long the debate, that I was compelled to give
the notice that I would move the previous qies-
tion,. -~ . , ‘ ;
This' was the explapation I wished to give yes-
terday, and: if ‘the bon. gentleman had fairly
gtated the case I would not have interrupted him.
"~ The motive of the hon. member for Windsor ig
apparent. © He wished the country to believe that
the Railway Committee had yielded to the ug<
just demand of the coutractors; and had reported
that they should be paid £70,000 of extras which
they were not antitled to, and he endeavored to
create the impression that I had sacrificed the in-
terests of the ceuntry in the coursel took on that
question.’ o ' N
- Now. sir, I take some credit to myself for the
stand I took in reference to the introduction of
the system of railroads we have now insuccessful
operation—and I think I may without vanity as-
gert, that I was to some extent instrumental in
bringing it into existemce. =
That hon. .gentleman has frequently referred to
me and my political career in contemptuous
terms ; but.I'can tell him, that although perhaps
I do not possess his mighty intelleet, “yet I have
always . endeavored to bring.to bear upon . public
questipns the abilities, however humble, which
God has .given me ;—and. whatever may have
beeg my faults, I.bave never yet misled the peo-
ple of, {his country as be has done, by telling
them, that the raiiroad could,be built at & cost of
£6,3’2)0 per mile, when i point of fact they have
cost £12,000, . .. .

.....

for. the  purpose .of explanation, I shall not fur-

ther:ocoupy. the timeiof the bouse.i . ¢ -

ptite mie,
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Tlonse ; but yet, Sir, the speech to which we
have just listened rcquires notice at my bands,

It will be recollected that in hLis opeoing
rpcech, the hon aund learncd member for Inver-
pess made certain references to me which demand-
ed aud received the reply I subsequently made.
I, at that time requested permission, not so much
to divulge cabinet secrets, but to explain com-
munications that had passed between ourselves
That permission, for kés own good 7ressons, be has
not scen fit to accord ; and the public are there-
fore in a positicn to decide who is wrong—1I who
desire that every portion of my conduct should be
openly canvassed, or he who bas had the bad taste
10 make charges which he chonld kuow he cannot
sustain—who is afraid of the light and wishes to
keep the public in the dark. Immediately on the
resignation of my office asd the seat in the Go-
vernment, I applied to the Governor for per-
mission to make such statements as I might con-
sider necessary for the due vindication of m.
altercd position, and without which my econduct
and motives might be misrepresented. His
Excellency saw no objection to do as I wished,
Lut requested me to send to him the bhon Mr Me-
Nab. [ delivered a message to Mr MeNab from
the Governor and explained my views to him.
He replicd that he would see Sir Gaspard ag
requested, and I waited in vain for an answer,
and my lips bave ever since been sealed 3~ while
I bave been compelied (o listen to all sorts of
interpretations put, without the slightest founda.
tion in 1act, upon my public couduct. Iu the
reply 1 gave to the first specch of the hon and
learned member for Inverness, I stated that in-
formation bhad reached me, to the effeet that be
had misrepresented a certain conversation of a
private aud confidential character which took
place between vs at bis own house. Aud I agked
bim to state whether he bad in any way violated
the confidential character of the communication
on the occasion referred to. He has not bad the
munliness {o reply cither Yee or No to that ques-
tion ; and yet the hon and learned incmber,
knowing that I could not make public that which
would have refuted and scattered to the winds
his futile and unfounded statements, veutures—
the facts heing concealed by aud studiously
withheld by himself, to draw an argument, from
my baving signed the letter of dismissal to Cou-
don, intended to injure my public position.

I tell the hon and learued wember in the face
of this House and the country—and he knows it
well—that bad I been permitted 1 could have
made, and could now make such disclosures as
would, while completcly and conc'usively vindi-
cating my position, wounld leave him in such a

osition that his worst enemy would pity him.
%’ith these statcments I Ibave the public to jadge
between ue. T make these observations without
temper or excitement, having known the hon
and learned mensber too long to be effected by
any personal references he can make to me:

The hou., member for Windsor also saw fit to
make seme personal references to me, and to
comment, in no measured terms, upottmy public
action, He referred to'Lord Thurlow, floating
between ‘two pariies—a most unforfunate  refer-
ence, as I shall presently show. He spoke: of
the resignation of the late My, Mcliwod,. snd
dhe opposition given by Mr. McKeagrey to
ihe government. Let me point bim to his con-

duct and hiz actions touching the late gov
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ernmaent. In 1836 a Judgeship became vacant—
the changes which had taken place wlen the hon,
member for Windsor, from the Provincial Secre-
taryship, was plueed at the bead of the Railway
Boord, gave to Mr, Wilkins, then the representa-
tive for Windsor, the former office.  When the
vacancy oceurred on the Bench, I conceived I had
a claim to the office, but gave way to Mr. Wil-
kins, to remain with and serve my friends and
paty. To carry out that view L accepled the
office of Provincial Seeretary. Defore however
taking the course I did, I bad a confidentinl con-
versation with the hon. member for Windsor, and
without trespassing upon forbidden ground, I
may say geaerally that, from what passed, 1 had
no reason to cxpect from that gentlemun otber
than the most hearty and cordial support to the
government. A place for the hon. member was
made by the appoiutment to the Bench of M,
Wilkins, and he came in, in bis place, as I had
every ressou to expeet, a zealous and hearty sup-
porter of the Government ! This was in August;
but before the next Jannary, where, I ask, was
the hon. member for Windsor 7 What party did
be then sustain 2 Who was then tloating?  Was
he then a cordial supporter of the adminisiration
of which he wasa subordinate officer 2 The Gour-
lay sbhanty riots. and the Crampton meeting had
taken place, aud Condon’s letter was published
in Jume, The whole of the irritating circum
stances had, therefore, bern two months before
the public when the hou. wember was returned
as the avowed friend and supporter ef the gov-
ernment. The celebrated trials came off in No-
vember following, and upon them the letters of
the hon. member tor Windsor, abusing the Catho
lics and insulting the governmeunt.

Now., sir, up to this tiwe, it must be borne in
mind, the Ca:holic budyshad supported, and were
supporters of the government. ©~ What right,then,
I ask had the hon. member for Windsor to come
out and Qver his own signataure, asperae and de-
fame a large and influential body, being the sup.
porters of the government of which he was a sub-
ordinate officer. What right bad he to dictate
the course which the government ought to pus-
sue, and ask ¢ have we a government ?’ and
then add ““ the people will soon ask that question
and will not wait long for an answer.”’  Where
was he then? What pariy did he sustain ? s
that the couduct of a subordinate T What pre-
scriptive right, what overpowcring weight was
there in the hon. wmember for Windsor that he,
while he ocenp ed a subordinate position, could
publicly dictate a line of action,—a course of pub-
lic conduct to the nine men who by a msjority of
this people had been entrusted wish the manage-
ment of the public atfairs of this Province.

In the letter of the hon, member for Windsor,
publisbed. in the Morning Chronicle in January
1857, he uses this language in rcference to the
Catholies of this Province—* They .may band
together, herd together, and scowl at those they
dislike ; but to all intemts and purposes, they
sre, and will be, regarded as a foreign element in
the midst of a Dritish commupity. Good sub-
jects will shun them—good citizens. distiust
them—good politicians. will watch them,. and
just 50 long as they cherish.and avow such senti-
ments ¢8 these ; the people. of Nova Scotia will

.take-care that they .have neither social standiog

nor political power.”” . = L
This, it must not 'be forgotten, was written be-
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fore a single Catholic had withdrawn his sapport
from the-administration ,—and betore the meeting
of the Legislature in 1857, during which the go-
vernment was defeated. ’

The Catholies to profect themselves, had to
seek an alliance with oth:rs, and leave the asso-
ciati m of those who bhacked up and identified
themselves with the views and objeets of the hon.
member for Windsor, so unmistakeably poariray-
ed in that letter.  On their taking that course the
hon, member for Wiid-or should not complain.
Tt wus the necessary consequeunces of his proce-
dure. He makes the house to hot fer them, and
then complains that for shelter they sought aso-
ther.

And, sir, after this language was held to the
Catholic body==after they are told that there was
no independence amoung them—that they bawed
submissively to the dictation of a foreign polen
tate, who instructed them just what to do and
they do it —after we are informed that the influ-
ence of the Catholics must be curtailed—their
power checked —their privileges curtailed, then
the hon member for Windsor and they who act
with him would have us believe that there is no
such thing as proseription intended. The Ca-
tholics are to be deprived of their share of the
common school monies—of their road monies —
of their political power in the country ns a body
of the population of Nova Scotia, angd yet, sir.
there is to be no proscription. 8ir, do houn. gen-
tlemen opposite consider us such very dol s as to
b:led away by plausible sophistry like this. Let
hon. gentlemen recolleet that the letter of Wil-
liam Condon was written in Juoe, 1857 ; the
lesters of the hon. member for Windsor appeared
in the full ot the same year—the dismissal of
Mr. Condon did not take place uniil eight menths
after the alleged offence was committed. I wish
the hon and learned leader of the opposition
would get up here and tell us -andidly and
openly what he really does think with respeet to
that transaction—what opinion he de facto enter-
tains of the pressure brought to bear to compel
the dismissal of Condon. 8ir, any man acquain-
ted with the course pursued by the hon member
for Windsor—~any man to whom the facts ol this
case are known and patent— any man possessed
of a due regard for, and knowledge of, the posi-
tion which he as a member of government cught
to oceupy, the course he ought to pursue with
respect to hiv colleagnes in office —any man pos-
sessed of a particle of public spirit—of manly
independence, would have acted as I did, and
not pliantly yielded, as the hon and learned
member for Windsor desived, to his dictation,
and consented to do his bidding. I sacrificed
position and advardcement to keep my party to-
gether —to carry out my principles, I wou'd be
quite willing to do se again, bat I will never
consent to hold my public position at the will of
any man, by his svfferance, and say as the hon
leader of the opposition might say to the hon
member for Windsor, ¢ You have destroyed
your party. turned your friends out of office,
alienated the good feeling and support of a larye
body of their supporters ; but yet I will remain
silent and content, mutil it pleases your mightiness
to allow me again to assume & po-ition, and will
again remain guiescent, even if you should take
it into your head to give me another kick out.”
1 ask, therefore, the hon member for Windsor,
who was fleating from party to party—frem one

position to another, when these scenes were being
enucted, let him give the answer to 2is leader.

Hon. "Mr. Howe rose to address the house —

(Cries «f order.) Mr. Howe—I merely wish to
know, Mr. Speaker, what position we occupy.
The privilege of closing a debate has always
been conceded to the gentleman moving a reso-
lation. The hon and lvarncd member for Syd-
ney hag violated that rule, and after the hon. and
learned member for Inverness closed, has made
a speech which I cannot and will not allow to
pass without reply. If the question is taken now
[ shall move an amendment to obtain that right.

The question was then taken on the amend-
ment propused by the hon., Mr. Young, when
there appeared :—

For the Amendment. Agmn o,
Messrs, Isson, Messre. Churehill,
Reinard, Moses,
Wier, Wade,
McDopald, Killam,
B. Smith, Bent,
Davidson, Caldwell,
McKeuzie, Bourneuf,
Bailey, Bill,
Geldert, McLearu,
Loche, C. Carpbell,
Parker, McIfavlane,
Mc¢Lellan, Shaw,
Morrrion, Brown,
Chipman, Tobin,
Chambers, Ryder,
Young, Hou. Atty General,
Webster, Hon, Finl. Sceretary,
Annand, Ruggles,
Robertson, McKeagney,
Archibald, Houn. Prov. Secretary,
Munro, Hon. J. Campbell,
Hon, Mr, Howe. Marte]l,
—22. Heaory,
P. Smyth,
Robichau,
White,
Hon. Mr, McKinnon,

—27
Hon. Mr. Howg.—The amendment having
been rejected, I now move that the word *very”
he in-erted in the first clause of the address, for
the purpose of obtaining an opportuaity of reply-
ing to some of the extraordinary statements made
by the hon. and learned member for Sydney,
He was an Executive Councillor for three “years,
I was not. I came out of the council in 1854~
from that time until 1857 my lips were unsealed,.
I had no cath to keep —an officer, but not a mex-
ber of the government, I am ag liberty, if 1 ses
fit, to disclore whatever is necessary for sell-de.
fence. But, sir, cognisant as 1 was of most that
transpired among the-party supporting the gov-
ernment, 1 think it mast be conceded that I have
up to this time said nothing which could compro-
mise anybody. But, ¢ir, it anything could tempt
me to give to this house a narrative of that which
I know relating to the government of which the
hon. member for Sydney was a member, sarely
the speech just delivered would form my justifi-
eation. -1 need hardly say, sir, that this I would
not do ; that 1 bold myself as much bound by my
oath, and-that the cornfidence veposed in me will
never be abused But the member for Sydne
shall not misrepresent my conduct with impuni.
ty, and when he presumes to do s0 must take the
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consequences. I was unfaithful to the govern-
ment of which T was an officer—was [2 1 gave
it but a hollow support—denounced it on the
Windsor hustings, and uliimitely destroyed it—
did 1?7 So says the member for Sydney —lct the
house and country judge with what accuracy or
justice. But let me ask this question. He was a
sworn Executive Couneillor- the Provincial Se-
cretary of this province—hound to do justice to
all parties in the country—il I was recreant tomy
party, unjust to the government, why did be not
dismics me? Was it because he had not the
moral courage to do so—or is this bat an alter-
thought to justify his own conduct? Sir, in
writing the letters which I wrote in the fall oi
1556 I well knew the risks I ran, and was quite
prepared 1o tske the consequences; but the hon.
member, if he is now to be be'ieved, instead of
doing his duty like a manp, dismissed Condon,
who wus not to blame, spared me, who alone was
culpable, and then, sceing the consequences of
his own conduct, abandoned his friends for doing
what he did himself, and now wou'!d have the
coumry regerd him as a perfect medel of con-is-
tency.  If [ did wrong why was I not punished ?
If Condon was unjustly dismissed, why did the
member for Sydney perpetrate the act?  Sir, the
key to nis action is affurded by his own speech.

" Visions of a celebrated wig, which he thinks
should have decorated his own head, have dis-
turbed his imagination ever since it was placed
on tie head o! another. From that hour a spirit
of dissatisfaction has been cvinced by the honble.
centleman. Now, sir, after I left the government
1 did not trouble myselt with its affairs, [ had
enough to do as chairman of the Railway Board,
—but T do not hesitate to say, since he has pre-
forred this clharge against me, that instead of
weakening, or opposing, or intrigning against the
government of which he was a member, 1 saved
it {rom being smashed to pieces at least three
several times. Had I held my hand—had I held
my tongue, his government would have fallen to
pieces like a cask without hoops. It was in that
condition months before I wrote a line of my
le.ters.

A vacancy occurred on the Bench in conse-
quence of the resignation of Judge Haliburton.
3 waa sitting in the Railway office not thivking of
state aflairs, when two memb.rs of Council eame
in, and declared that the government was about
to be broken up by Mr. Henry's insane ambition,
that he was pressing in a most pertinacious man-
ner for the Judgeship, until at last he had got the
Executive into such a situation that it wonid be
broken up. They asked my advice as a suppor-
ter of the government. I enquired if they had
made up their minds as to the dispo-al of the
Judgeship. They said they had ; said I, my ad-
vice to yomis, do what you think is right, and if
Mr. Heury is not satisfied ses bim. at defiance.
Then the Judge was appointed, and from that
day to this the member frr Sydney bas never for-
given me and never will.

Hon Mr. Hexry——8ir, I feel myself quite able
to maintain my position in defiance of the hon
member for Windsor. I believe the statement
he has made, wherever be got it, that. two mem-
bers of the government were prepared i resign
in coasequende of my having pressed for the

* Judgeship vacant in conscquence of the resigos-
tion of Judge Halliburton, is entirely unfounded.
If it be the truth, Tcall on the hon and leurned
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member tor Inverness and my other colleagues
to say if they had made up their minds to pursue
that course. I do not believe they could have
held such language to the hon member for Wind-
sor. for they held tar different to me. He refers
to his having kept sveret the transactions which
took place between bimself and the party to
which he belongs ; for that he deserves no credit
—he has never been misrepres. nted—I have. It
was never requ site that he should explain his
position. In my case the observations made on
the course I pwsucd renders explanation ne-
ce-saty; but [ have charged, and I now charge,
the hon member with a wunt of allegiance to his
party. Is he the man to come forward and taunt
the g vernment of that day with imbecility ? Let
his own condu-t answer. He says he knew the
consequences of his nets when he assailed the
Catholics. I fully belizve he did, and his wishes
10 break up the government have been gratified,
He could bave had no othrr object. 1llis calcula-
tions in uther respects have failed. and he now
occupies the position his condact merits. In one
of his letters he gays Condon should hive re-
s‘gned before taking the course he did  Fudging
the hon memher by Irig own rule, he shou!d have
resigned Als office befire he ventured to assail the
government as he did in Jaouary, 1857. Ifhe
had no confidence in the governmeat, why did he
receive its payment aud cndeavor at the same
time to overth ow it ?

Mr. Tosiy said:—Jn 1856 when the letters of
the hon, member for Windsor appeared, when he
told us the government of that day were unable
to maintain law and order—when we were told
the public works were in the bands of a mob,
and that the government had ignored their posi-
tions—then the hon. gentleman asked have we
a government, and said the country would soon
ask the same question and would not wait long
for an answer.

I ask sir, what was my duty—was I not to as-
gist in bringing into powtr a government that
would maintain low and order, and since this go-
vernment came into power had not law and or-
der been maintained, and bas not all classes,
creeds, and denowminations lived in perfect securi-
ty, and in the enjoyment of all their privileges ;
sipce then sir, we have not had any of those dis-
graceful riots on our public works, which took
place during the administration of the former go-
vernment, and perfect peace and tranquility has
reigned all over the country. Now, sir, asregards
the Judge—did not the difficulty arise from the
fact that there was three heads and only one
wig-—was not thal the difficulty. Where do you
think this difficulty was setiled, at Government
House, no ! At *be Council Board, no! Where
theny at the house of the hon. member for Wind-
sor, who held the political existence of the ad-
mioistration in his hand-—who was their lord
and master, and their goveroor defactc. |

Hou. Mr. Hows.—1I ought to feel highly com-
piimented by the statement made by the hon
mentber for Halifax ; unfortunately, sir, it is
not accurate. I mever sought influenee with the
late government,—the members of that adminis-
tration on varioug occasions asked poy advice
and I freely gave it. Now, sir, the hon and
learned mewmber for Syduoey does not seem to like
the stalements I made. I fell bim again that
his government would have fallen to pieces like

a barrel without hoops three several times, had I
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not exorted myself to sustain them. Had he not
charged most unjustly on me opposition to his
government, that statement would never have
been made by me. He says I asked, © Have we
a government 7 but he forgets that long before I
did so0, the same question was put in the Catho-
lic organ in connection with an cnquiry—* Why
Mr. Howe and Mr., Aunand were not disinissed 2

Hon. Arrorxey GENeranL—This, sir, is cer
tainly the most singular revelation—the crown-
ing aunouncement—tbe learned leader of the op-
pusition. compelied to sit here and listen while
an official under his late administration, and one
of his professed f llowers now, describes his gov-
ernment to have been of pitiable imbecility—as
a barrel without hoops—to use the significant
phrase of the hon. wmember for Windsor—time
and again tpmbling to pieces, had he not in grea
condecension stretehed forth his hand and kept i
together.

The government conper—as I hear a friend be-
side me suggests, (laughter) withont whose
a'd the barrel would bhave fallen to picces—on the
floor of this house, before the country, and in the
face of his learned leader, makes this announce-
ment.  Ob! most humiliadng of humiliations.—
(Liaughter.) : »

But, sir, I ask what becomes of all the vaunt-
ings we formerly heard about a strong govera-
ment—rvigorous Executive—ability to deal with
greal measures—what of these boastings, when
the fact is now patent, that without the aid of
the hon. member for Windsor, then a snbordinate
of the adminisiration and not even & raember of
this house, the late government could not fill a
vacant scat on the bench, or be saved from self
destruction—and that he had power to compel
them iuto a line of conduct, which from the facts
known to the world, was as much opposed to
thelr inclinations as it was to their interests.

There is a consideration, however, of greater
significance and bigher import, which arises from
the speech ot the learned member for Inverness,
the lender of the opposition, and it is a coosidera-
tion wh ch stamps on the banner that he and his
party have unfurled—degradation— the lowest
degradation-—alike political and' religious.

The hon. member read trom the Christian Mes-
senger of May, 1847, extracts to show that the
Catholics bad in that year assailed in their press
whatever was held moet dear by the Protestant,
and especially the Presbyterian Protestant. Does
the enquiry not force itself uponus—How did the
hon. gentleman and his party then demean them-
selves? Did chey indignantly repel the essanlf?
Did they vindicate the men and the principles
they profess to revere ? Were the Catholicg then
depicted a8 dangerous and unworthy men; a
classwhoge privileges and power should becurtail
ed? Ob! no, sir, language like that escaped not
their lips. The hon. gentleman and his friends then
were content to bear the lash meekly ; tamely to
sacritice religious feeling—basely to silence
cvery manly utterance. Then on bended knees
they sued for Catholic aid; lowly they pros-
irated themselves before. the Catholies, implored
their assistance against their political oppodents,
were horne into power on their shoulders, held
office for ten years by their aid, and now only
azsnil and malign themd wheén their support is
withdeawn. Canitbe possible ! is religion to be
entrusted to the guardianship of such men ? Shall
the people of Nova Scotia be insulted by a Protes:
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tant appeal from such a sonrce ! Again, sir, turn
to the press at that period. The learned mem-
ber for Inverness this egening exhibited to you
the Christiun Messenger of May 1847 as throw-
ing itself fearlesly into the conflict then raging
and fulfilling the duty which the chcumstances
then imposed. How deported the liberal press at
that stirring time ? In less than three wecksafter
this issne of the Christion Messenger to which the
learned member has adverted, the organ of the
liberai party denounced the Conservatives as
raising ¢ a wicked cry toset Cutholics and Protestants
by the ears™ ]! Such being then their opinions
and their conduct, how appropriately may be
applicd to the gentlemen opposite in 1859 the
language used by them in 1847. Without the
excuse of acrimonious religious controversy to
exasgperate, with no reason beyond the prompt-
ness of their own selfish and disappointed armbi-
tion, they now raise the * wicked cry.”” They
«0 mouch farther, they urge Protestant against
Catholic in rancorous enmity in the unworthy
endeavor to sirip one portion of their fellow sub-
Jjects of their constijutional privileges as the penal-
ty of their religiouns opinions—that they may them-
selves step into power. On their own shewing
and as contragted with themselves, can deprada-
tion be deeper, and can we listen to the mockery
of their protestant ory mow. Deprived of office
and seelting only to return to power—regardiess
of truth -and reckless of consequences—forgetful
of former obligations and mindful alone of their
own sordid interests, the opposition would excite
throughout the. province religious strife—rouse
the flercest passions of man’s natare, and array

-fellow citizens and fellow subjects against each

other in the deadliest hatred. Liet them boware—
aow they sow the serpents teeth, but bye and bye
comeg the barvest of armed men 5 and then will
the fruits of this most wicked combination be
matared in the worst evils that can distract a
country. They will not succeed, The people of
Nova Scotia will not, cannot—be so forgetful of
their own and their childrens’ welfare as to bring
back to power a set of men holding doctrines and
pledged to a policy so preguant with direful con-
a2quences to the present and future peace of the
country——so destructive of civil and religious
liberty—so opposed to the epirit of our coustitu-
tion and the rights of conscience.

Hon. Mr. Youxa.—The speech which has just
fallen from the bon. Attorney General is but de-
clamation, eloquent declamation, it is true, bat
declamation still. Now, sir, I have always er-
tertained the opinion tbat public men should pre-
serve sacred their communications with each
other; what has been said to-night, sutficiently
proves the propriety of that doctrine. The hon.
member for Halifax says three persons wanted
the wig. Inever heard of it hefore, and if it-be
so, 1 can thankfully say that I was dotone; I
would not have accepted it, and I might have
bad it if I wished. I deny that that Judyeskip
was settled in the house of the hon, member for
Windsor §' it was settled regularly—in the legi-
timate way at the-Council Board, Mow, sir, the
vehemence of the Attorney Greneral was altoge-
ther out of place. He complains that the Catho-
lics are now attacked by ws, while in 1847 they
supported as dnd we received their support ; the
answer is quite stople, let me give it to him,” In
1847 no'member of the Catholic body holding
office in this country had promulgated disloyal
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gentiments while the mother country was at war
with a foreign power 5 o Catholic had used all
his power to thwart ber_efforte to recruit the ex-
hausted armies of BEngland. In 1847 no Protes
that louses bad been gulted—no Protestant
heads broken by an armed and lawless Catholic
mob ; in 1847 no Catholic influence had been
used to shicld Catholie eriminals from punish-
ment for these acts of lawless violence ; in 1847
po Catholic pressure was brought to bear on the
government ; office after office was not then de-
mauded by Catholics, becanse they were Catho-
lics—and no government Lad been defeated by
the united action of the Catholics, because there
unjust demauds were not complied with, There-
fore, I tell the hon. Attorney General that what
might bave been unjustifiable in 1847 is justifi
able in 1859, and his argument falls to the
ground.
The house then adjourned.

Moxpay, Feb, 28.
BRATLROAD TO PICTOU.

Mr Wizkins said : Mrspeaker—The subject to
which I am about to call the attention of the
house, is of so much importance to the people of
the Province, that I do not deem it necessary to
apologize for occupying the time of the house,
while L endeavor to enunciate the grounds on
which I found my argument in favor of an exten-
sion of the railroad to Pictou.

t might be supposed that in advocating this
subject T am actuated by sentiments and motives
of a local or sectional character. If any gentle
man should entertain such an idea, I desire at
once to disabuse his mind by assuring him that I
am in no manner influenced by local prejudices
or prepossessions. 1 desire to view this great
question altogether in a general or Catholic light
as o representative of the whole people, and in
making this declaration, I am entitled to credence
because of the course which 1 pursued in 1854,
when the policy of constructing railroads as Pro-
vincial works and on government account was
jnitinted. At that time looking as 1 now do, to
the interests of the Provinee at large, and believ-
ing that it was imprudent and impolitic to create
a vast unmanageable public debt, I opposed the
railroad bills. An hon member, on that occasion,
taunted me with overlooking the interests of Pic-
tou, by my opposition. I replied to him that I
viewed the subject in the light of the interests of
the whole people, and that although Pictou might
be interested more immediately than other parts
of the Province, yet, asa represeutative of the
general interests of Nova Scotia, it was my duty
to guard the public rights even at the expense of
my own immediate constituency.

Again, sir, it may be supposed that there is

Some inconsistency in my advocating in 1850 the g

extension of the road and ¢onsequent augmenta-
tion of the public debt, the creation of which I so
strenuously opposed in 1854, The same gpirit of
economy, however,
tion in 1854, now prompts me to advocate the
extension of theroad to Pictou, for I conscientious-
ly believe that if it stops at Truro, the railroad
will prove an intolerable burthen instead of 2
blessing to the people, but let us have the wisdom
to make the necessary exertion to carry it to Pie-
tou and the Gulf of St, Lawrence, and the busi-

which influenced my opposi-|P
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ness it will create, and the trade it will call into

existence will relieve the provinee, and, in all

probability, before many years, entirely disbur-

zhen us of the pressure of our emormous public
ebt.

I will now proceed succinctly to enunciate the
argument or process of reasoning, by which I
shall endeavour to establish the propriety and
policy of extending the road to Pictou. DBeforel
do so, however, I will freely admit that the pro-
ject will oceasion a considerable increase of the
public debt, for I shall assume that the road from
Truro to Pictou will cost £10,000 a mile, and,
with judivions management, should suppose it
need ‘not exceed this sum. The 40 miles there-
fore will add £400,000 principal or £24,000

interest to the provineial debt. It is true that

our roads have cost a larger sum per mile, but
we have, I hope, purchased experience, and feel
the necessity for economy, and by their aid, I am
fain to hope the road may be constructed for the
sum I have named.

My argument then, sir, is thig—if the railroad
stops at Truro, in the heart of an agricultural
county, it cannot earn its working expenses, and
if this be the case, it must prove ruinous to the
province ; for every pound that its working ex-
penses exceed its earnings is so much money
wasted forever.
I believe it can, in one of two ways,—fist, an
intercolonial railroad, from Quebec to Truro 3
or secondly, an extension of the road to Pictou,
the coal mines and the Gulf of St. Lawr nce,
would enable our road to clear itself, at least of
its working expenses.

Now, sir, as regards the ruinous results to be
apprehended frow allowing the road to stop at
Truro, I have been at some pains to examine the
probable cost of working our roads, in comparison
with their receipts.
average working expenses of railroads in the
Northern States, where the climate is similar to
oars ; and there alttiough they are controlled and
managed with all the care and economy of the
private companies, who own them, and where
they must be worked and managed more cheaply
than by government, the working expenses
average over £1100 per mile annually.

With all the information I could acquire. and
I have sought the best I was aware of, I am con-
vinced that our roads, if managed and kept up as
they niust be to be of any public convenience,
will cost not less than £1000 per mile anunually
for working expenses. This would give a total of
£60,000 a year outlay on the road from Halifax
to Truro. I ask, sir, if any wman in this house
éxpects that a road, from Halifax to a little
country village, in the centre of a purely agri-
cultarsl distriet, depending for its traffic ina
reat measure on the resources and productions
of that county alone—without terminating at &
commercial port—and not creating anything in
the nature of a new trade, can be reagonably ex-
ected to realize solarge anamount as £60,000 &
year? Surely mnot, and if not, every pound it
earns short of that'enormous sum, is forever lost
to the province. The amount of the deficiency,
whatever it may be, might just as well be taken
down and thrown over the market wharf,

I have taken considerable pains to obtrin an
estimate of the probable earnings of this line, and

Cun this result be prevented?

1 have ascertained the .

|
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making, in my opinon, an extravagant allowance
to the possible paying properties of the road, I
admit the possibility of its paying as much as £80
a day for the 313 working days in the year, or
about £25,000 a year. I do. not really believe
that the line can possibly yield so great a return,
but as I have put the working expenses so high
as £1,000 a mile, I am content to make the earn-
ings high alo. Deducting then the £25,000
from the working expenses we have a balance of
about £35,000 agaiust the road, to be supplied at
the treasury annually. The interest. on the
amount already expended on our railroads is
£60,000, to which if we add the above snm lost
gn working ecxpenses, the drain for railroads
alone on the public chest will amount to £95,000.
I ask if the Province is in a position to bear so
destructive a burthen extending as it does to
within a few thousand pounds of our whole an-
nual revenue. It must be admitted then, that to
leave the road in its present state, will be d’sas-
trous in the extreme, and that it is indispensably
necessary to the security of the province, that
another and better terminus than that of Truro
should be sought for it. ‘ ,
Let me now, sir, examine the practibility of
each of the remedies I have proposed. The first
is the inter-colonial railway. Even if we had the
means of constructing that enormous work, some
ten or fificen years must elapse before any imme-
diate relief would be afforded by it to the Province.
Passing through a country in a wilderness con-
dition, no earlier benefit could be derived from it.
It must also be borne in mind, that four or five
years would be required for its construction, and
in the interim, the Province may be financially
ruined ; for if we throw away £20,000 or 30,000
a year it will not be long before we shall be under
the necessity of calling on our -creditors to con-
tent “themselves with a reduction of the interest
on our debentures. ‘
But let us sec what ‘prospects we have of an
inter-colonial railrond. In 1851 we had some
reason to hope for the advantages to be derived
from this gigantic work, for then the colonies

wers comparatively free from debt, and we were

led to expect a loan of the money neccssary to its

construction at 84 per cent. and that without

providing a sinking fund for the ultimate liquida-
tion of the principal. © This opportunity was lost,
in consequence of some misunderstanding with
the colonial minister, dnd gince that time all the
¢olonies have rushed into debt so deeply, that at
this moment, neither Canada, New Brunswick,
nor Nova Seotia have it in their power to do any-
thirig towards the accomplishment of that great
undertaking, and it will require all “the energy.
and financial ability at the command of the houge:
and the government to. digest some method .of
providing even the sum necessary,.indispensably-
necessary, for the repair of our bridges and the
maintenance, of our roads. I ask, then, what
prospect we have of obtaining an inter-golonial.
railroad within any Teasonable peripd?  T'éan
see hone, nor do'T believe that any eye that now,
beholds me, will ever see it ; and here, sir, I san~
not forbear to express my. unqualified surprise
that the government, under such’ Circumstances,
had the impyudende to send delegates to B 4
to make an offer of £20,000 & year Which we'had,
not, to promote the constiuction’ of “a’railréad
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that we had no right to consider within the range
of practicability,even had her Majesty’s ministers
béen improvident enough to entér upon so hazard-
ous an enterprize, under the existing state of the
affairs of the mother country. ‘ .
1 think it must be plain to every man of reflec-
tion that there is one only way iri which it is pos-
gible that the intercolonial railway cah be con-
gtructed, and that is ag 8 great national work at
the expense and cost of the British Exchequer.
But, sir, before the British Government would
venture on a work that will cost some four or five
millions, it must be made to appesr to be really
of national importance that it should be construct-
ed. Her Majesty’s ministers have too much geod
sense, not perceive that its advaniages in a
national point of view, are insignificant in the
extreme. The rond could be of no real servicein
time of war, for & few Yankees and Indinns could
cross ovel the line and hurn and destroy as much
of the road in one night, as could be'repaired in
one year. All the munitions of war cat be car-
ried by Pictou and the gulf to Quebec'in summer.
If the Americans were fuolieh enough to attempt
an invasion, which would at any time, - blowup
the flames of ‘s oivil war among the states of the
Union, they would not make the attempt in the
winter, unless they wanted their army to be
frozen to death, like that which invaded Moscow,;
and left their bones bleeching on the inhospitable
plaing of Russia.” England well knows that she
need have no apprehension of & loss of these eolo-
nies at the hands of foreign invaders, and so long
as she’ retains the warm affections of her colonial
subjects, ho enemy oan wrest us from hexr domi-
nion. ‘The aried ‘stranger may try the experi-
ment of itvasion, but his army, if not repuised,
as it assuredly ‘would be, by the strong arms of the
mili‘(tiia, 'would but occupy the ground on which it
stood. . o ' ’ o
Neither, sir, have we more reason to expect
this great road to be made by & company; and
Her Mujésty’s ministers have shown their wisdom
in rejéotinig’ thé advahces of - that company whom
Lord Biiry tecently répresented in’ the' colonies.
Let us look at their schieme.- They propesed to
borrow three millions at foar per cent, under the
gudrautee of the interest on £120,000 annually
by ‘thé British government. To make up this
s’ each of the colonies was to advance £20,000
a year. Suppose this cdompany could construct
| 450 miles of road through the wilderness for the
three inillions, and -if they did they must build
much cheaper than we can in this province, and
guppose ‘that after  they have cunstructed the
road it should be tound to sink a-few hundred
thoussnd: snnually in working expenses, how long
wotild the: company last? Why, sir, they must
fail, butrwe would be left atill lisble for our ghare
of the interess. .- If the cotmpany. . could not work
the rodd;-neither conld any one else,and then we
should. hive noiroad, snd still. remein liable for
our ‘£20;000 anndally foraves:s . . . .
The gevernment * of : Now. Brunswick have had
tho wisdon to begin atthe Gulf of. 8t Lawrence,
and have. slreidy - constpucted : & zailroad. from
Bhbdiacto the Behd:of Petit-Codiae, and they are
unning their foad from, Bt Jahn o, the Bend, a8

nd | faibt s possible o seorre: the:trade of  the gulf. -
e-had | Thoy et il dvedts:iaust expect their road to, pay

ik working expenses when completed,, to the:x-
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tent of 110 miles, the distance from Bt. John’s
to Shediac  If their road will pay what may we
_uot expect of ours, which is ten miles shorter
than theira? The harbour of Pictou is infinitely
superior to that of Shediac, which is difficult of
access. 'They have no coal mine to give employ-
ment to their road,—and, sir, if gentlemen would
take the trouble of exnmining the statistics of the
railroads of the United States, they will find that
the best paying railroads are generally connected
with or employed in the transportation of coal,
tobacco, cotton, flour, and other such commo-
dities.

We cannot expeet that we shall come into con-
nection with Canada by railroad for meny years.
As the intermediate country becrmes gettléd and
improved, the railroad will advance towards us
from Trois Pistoles ; it must not be expected to
precede, but to fullow, improvement and increase
of population. We must therefore run our rail-
rord as =oon as possible to the Gulr of St. Law-
rence, and the coal mines of Pictou, and I shall
endeavour to point out some of the innumerable
advantages of opening up that communication, .

Let me inv te your: attention to the coal mines
of the county of Pictou ; they are probably as
productive as any coal deposits in the world, and
the coal itself . is probably of a superior quality,
when the various purposes for which it is suitable
is taken into consideration, to any other coal that
has hitherto been discovered. I believe the stock
of the Association stands high in the market, and
the shareholders are receiving ample dividends,
The usual freight from Pictou to Halifux is gen-
erally I believe about 7s or 8 & ton. At present
the company being restricted to a water carriage,
for exportation of & few months annually, the
navigation of the Gulf being obstructed for six or
geven months, cannot export more than about
100,000 tons annually, and they congequently
are enubled to keep up the price of their coal in
the American market. This price depending on
the relation which supply bears to demand, will
of course rise and fall as the quautity sent into
the market is either diminished or increased.
When the supply. exceeds the demand, the com=
petition among gellers lowers the price, and when
it falls short, the competition among purchasers
raises it. A reduction of price then will increase
consumption, and every shilling by which the
company conseat.to red .ce their profits, will en-
inrge the demand for the Pictou coal in the United
States. From: Halifax to Boston two voyages may
be made, -for one from Pictou, or even moye, a8
vessels are frequently-detained. a long time.in tle
Strait of Canso. N o

‘1 have made some caleulations, to show how
beneficial the coal
vince, should the Legislature have the wisdon t0
extend the railroad to Pictoi: -These calculations
arve of course in a great degree conjectural, es it
i impossible for me-to obtain aninsight intd; the

rivate aifairs of the General Mining Association,
the cost of Taising their. coal, their: profits, &e.
“They are gufficient, however; to.prove the decided

-advantage of extending therosd, s0:a8:t0 afford |

the company -al opportdbity of . shigping coal at
Halifax.

by ilrond ) swards of. one hundred: wiles, and 1

balieve the - roads engaged ‘in ;transporting.this

trade may become to the Proj:

-1 oy first, however ;. observe that coal
i3 - earried in vast'quantities:in the; United States'
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valuable, commodity, are among the best paying
roads in America. LT
We cannot exactly ascertain the profits at pre-
sent made by the eompany on each ton of coal;
but it must be considerable; as they sell their
coal 12s 6d & ton at the pit, which is much higher
than is demanded for conl at the' mines on the
River Schuyllkil above Philadelphia, where the
price ranges from 6s 0d and a little over. Now
ag the labour employed in raising coal must be
nearly the same in this Province, cr if anything
a little less than in the Statés, where the mainte-
nanee of laborers is' more expensive than here,
the profit of our Mining Company cannot be
much less than I have supposed it in the follow-
ing calculation, for as it is sold at our mines for
55 9d mor: than in the States, and it costs rather
more to raise it there than here, and'the proprietor
of the.mine there tmust have his profit, it is not
impossible that our company realise a profit of
7s 6d a ton on their coal at Pictou.. ' ‘
The following calcalation is intended mnot to
prove the amount ot their profits, however, but
to show that if the road is made to Pictou. the
Association may by extending their operations,
introduce into the market in the United States
almost any quantity they can raise, provided
they reduce their price 3 and that in-doing this,
they will greatly advance their own interests; —
and benéfit the Provinde, by giving to the people
a necessary of life, which in this cold climate i
indispensable to' existence, at & much reduced
cost. T S
"Let 1s then "suppose that oun the guantityiof
coal usually ¢hipped from Picton annually, 100,
000 tons, the company has a profit'of 75, 6d’ a
ton,—thig gives their total profit-at £37;500.
Suppose they consented to reduce’ the price of
coal 5s., by way of enabliog them to command a
market for 400,000 tons,—this would leave them
a profit of ‘only -2s 6d. a ton’; but 400.000 two
and six pences amount to £50.000::—so that by
reducing their profits §ds.. they haye actually ia-
creased their. gains by £12.500,—the difference
between £37,500 and £50,000. Again, if by re-
duciag their, profit only one-third. that'is con-
tenting themselves with a profit of 55, a ton, they
can command a market for 400,000 tons, their
profit will be £100.000, ‘or £62.500 mote ihan
what they , received, when' their profit was one-
third. more, or 7s. 6d. & ton on 100,000 tons.”
* Let ys suppose that our railroad ¢arvied adnu-
ally 300,000 tons to Halifux, 'a small quantity
compared with the milliod ‘and upwards'of ten,
carried by railroad | into Philadélphia,~~this
would: yield a_ gross freight to_the railroad of
£75,000 at otie dollar a ton ; and letus sappose
that the, trade of “the Gulf yielded a'sinmilar
amount of £7 5,000, The road would earn £I50,-
000, which would pay. the working expenses frém
Picton to, Halifux, “£1000 per mile—£100.000,
¢'payment of inter-

and leave £50,000 toya
est—

6 ¢

rds 't

Or su‘“‘.pdsje;:‘t‘lié coal trade ‘yielded the "rall:
c TOAM ¢ enen s e singpanimsennsesenees s E£60.000,
And the Gulf'trade the same, .., .. . ..60,000

£100,000,
{20000 1

eg|

| Tt weadd to the above £50,000 balance for Tater:
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est, the-supposed earnings of road from Truro. to
Halitax—=£25,000,—we have a total of £75,000
to rednce the whole intevest as follows : ]

On cost of road to Windsor and Truro say :
Oane million curreney inter-

73 A £60,000.
On road fram Pictou to Truro

£400,000. ... ... weees .24 000,

84.000.

Deduct....v..... Ceeeaneane 75,000.

s

Leaving duae for interest.......9.000.

And this without noticing either profit or loss
on the Windsor Branch.

I we add the £20.000 balance for interest, on
the 2d. caleulation, the sum stands thas :-—
Balance for interest ........ £20,000
From Halifix to Truro earn-

£45,000
Which deduct from....cieveviaiiannes £84,000
45,000

(Total amount of interest) leaves due for
interest., ..... e eeeeanese e £39,0600
If we stop at Traro, and the roads should clear

their working expenses, which they will not do
by many thousand pounds annually, the yearly
interest will be £60,000, from which deduct the
above £39.000, which will remain due according
to my lowest calculation, and we have saved
£21.000, and all the thousards which will he
lost on the working expenses of the roads, whiich
if they amount to the rum I have conjectured
they will, will make a difference of £56,000 an
nually to the provinee,

Now, sir, if I allow the traffic betwpen Halifax
and Truro to pay the railroad £25,000, surely
we are warranted in expecting four times that
amount from the Gulf trade, and the intercourse
the railroad will open up with the ports, which
I shall enumerate. The Canadian railroad will
s0on be finished from  Quebec to Trois Pistoles.
The distancc from Pictou to this place is #70
miles. from thence to Quebec 120 niiles, and
from Pictou to Halifax 100 —making a total of
690 miles. Then, sir, bysthe railroad we shall
be brought into connection with Quebec, Trois
Pistoles, Gaspe, Restigouche, Dalbousie, Ba-
tharst, Miramicki, Richibucto, Shediac, Pug-
wash, Wallace, Tatamagouche, the ports in
Prince Bdard’s Island, Charlottetown, George-
town, Bedegue, Cascumpee, Malpee, the porls
of Cape Breton, Sydney, St. Aune’s, Louisburg.
Arichat, Ship Harhour, Port 'Hood, Chetecamp
and the Gut of Canso, Antigonisi, Meregonish.
and Gulf Shore, the Magdalen Istaiids, Freneh
St. Peters, and Newfoundland, and vhe coast of
Labrador. I have no doubt that’ s most valua-
ble trade will soon spring up. with these and
other ports, which I have not ebamgrated, and
that in all probability a vast: quantity-of West
India and other foreign goods will find their
way over our railroad, for the'supply of these
multifarious merkets. - -

Again, sir, ‘the -travelling of the
aud all who are disposed to visit Canada from
the Atlantic, for. settleraent or otherwise, will
assuredly be done over cur railroad, which will

afford the shortest and most agreeable route, for

ag'] have before stated;  the' distance from Hali~
.14

Canadiang,
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fax to Quebec, via Pictou, is only 690 miles, 201
miles shorter than the romte vin Boston, and 93
miles shorter than that by Windsor, 8t. John and
Portland, which is as follows :—From Halifax to
Windsor 43 miles, Windsor to St. John’s 120,
St. John's to Portland 230, Portland to Montreal
292, Montreal to Quebee 98, in all 783 miles;
and it will be borne in mind that while the Pie-
tou rouie is the shortest, so it is also the safest
and most agresable, as the Gulf, unlike the
Bay of Fundy, is always exempt from fogs.
* Is it too much, then, to expect the mostim-
pertant results from opening up so splendid a
trade as will follow the extension of our railroad
but a small stretch of 40 miles beyond Traro o
the Gulf and the Mines? Aund I again ask jf
we can realize £35,000 from the insignificant
trade between a country hamlet and Halifax?
Can I be charged with exlravagance if I am
bold enough to auticipate, as I most certainl
do, that the railroad will yicld from ithe magul-
ticent trade of the Gulf at least £100,000, and
that the coal trade will yield £75,000 more, a
total of £175,000.......... Ceeinee ... £175,000
This would pay working expen- :
ges from Halifax to Picton .£100,000
And interest on the whole rail-
road from Haliiax to Picton...64,000
. £164,000

£11,600

61 miles at £11,000—£671,000
—~interest..... rereiaanrans £40,0060

40 miles to Pictou, £10,000—
400,000—interest.,..... ... ... 24,000

evs e

£64,000

Which wsuld leave towards Windsor Dranch
or any other gervice the above balance of
£11,000.

These calculations [ consider moderate and
reasonable in- the extreme ; if I have set the
working expenses at a high figure, I have also
made ample allowance for the paying properties
of the railroad ; of this I am sure, that I have
not overcstimated the advantages to be derived
from extending the-road to Picton and the Mines.
We bad a beautiful iron steamer running all last
summer between Pictou and Quebee, and 80 well
satisfied were her enterprizing proprietors; thab
Iam told they will' add ancther mext sumter,
Had we the railroad to Picton, the most animast.
ing and active intyreourse would be kept up dur-
ing seven months of the year, with Quebec and
other ports in the Galf by steamers sind railroads';
all travelling would run into this channel, and'T
ain greatly mistaken, if all the exports from Ca-
nada, may uos be ready for shipment long be-
fore the navigation is closed in the fall, . !

1 know not. whether it might not be decemed
advisable, that the steamers {rom England sheuld
tun into Picton, which can at all times be ap-
proached, as fhe navigailon isunobstructed ty
fogs, which nsually occasions so much detention
off Halifax. The mails could be sent from Pic-
tou by steamers to Quebec, and thus we should
be no longer compelled to iraneport them over
foreign territory, and the mails and passctigers
for Halifax and, the Slates, would be carried
over the rails in four bours to this elty;, where a
stesmef would be in readigess to traosport them
to their. déstination. I believe this arrangevient

wonld save from 20 to 40 hours, and the stcamers
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can reccive their coal at Pictou, and retarp di-
rect to Earope.

The proposed railroad would have the effect of
increasing our already considerable carrying
trade, which is not conflned to Pictou, but ex-
tends its benefits to Hants, Arichat, Lunenburg.
and other counties, which are equally interested
in this useful and profitable branch of industry.
During the last summer, there were engaged in
the Pictou coal trade, no less than $3,384 tous;
of these 46564 tens were colonial vessels, and
only 15,652 tons foreign. When the winter sets
in our coal vessels are now necessarily laid up.
If coal be shipped at Halifax, they will find em-
playment all the ycar round, and the increased
export of coal will probably call into existence
an increase of 150 000 tons of colonial ships,
built, owned, and manned in Nova Scotia.  For-
eign vessels cannot compete with our vessels in
this trade, as our vessels are built and worked
cheaper than those of other countries,

Look at the map, snd you behold the Bay of

- Fuudy on onc side—the Gulf on the other, and

-plish.

the Atlantic infront of us. If our railroad has
reached the Day, and commands its trade, is it

wise to stop, after reaching Truro, three-fifths of

the distance to the Gulf? If we carry the road
to Piclou, the railroad will have accomplished
all what any railvoad can possibly do for the
Province—it has opened up a complete cireula-
tion between the heart at Lalifax and all the ex
tremities of the province.

Let me now, sir, in conclusion, briefly recapi-
tulate the advantages Lo be devived from extend-
ing the railroad to Pictou. Should my antici-
pations in any degree he realized, it will restore
to the people their road money, which is of the
greatest importance to their welfare, ascvery
gentleman who sits on these benches need scarce-
ly be informed. If we remain as we are, having
to borrow the road money last year, and being
under the necessity of paying an immensc
amount of interest, and loss on working expen-
ges, we need not expect many annual relurus of
road moncy ; and our bridges cannot be restored.
nor our roads repaired, uuless we full on some
method of re-establishing the road rsoney.  This,
I doubt nut, the road to Pictou will soon accom-
Again, sir, if the road can be made lo
pay its workiing expenses, and all, or a part,of

.the interest, 3 propcrtional relief from tasation

will be afforded. The price of coal will be re
duced. If thal necessary of life can be sold at
10s. in Philadelphia, there is no good reason
why it sbould forever cost from 5 to 8 dollars in
Halifax. To reduce it weould be a blessing felt
from one end of the province to the other, The
coasting trade will, as I have shown. be in-
ereased, for the carriage offcoal, 156,000 tens,
See what a coasting trade will be called into
existence in the Gulf between Pictou and the
pumerous ports I have referred te. The road
will occasion a stimulus to onr fisheries in the
Gulf, and no human mind can foresee the extent
of the trade it will create. and the blessings it
will heap upon the Province in general, and
Pictou and the city of Halifax in particular, I
now, therefors, with great pleasnre move the
following resolution :— '

« Wherens, it cannot be expected that the trade
and iutercourse between Halifax and Trure can
possibly remunerale or ever pay the working
expenses of the Railroad terminating at the lat-
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ter place, and it is desirable that a communica-
tion by railrcad should be opencd with the Gulf
of 8t. Lawrence, to command the Gulf trade of
Canada, New Brunswick, P E. Island, Cape
Breton, and other places on the Gulf, alzo with
the coal mines at Pictou.

“ Resolved — That it is the opinion of the house
that the Commissioners of Railroads rhould
forthwith proceed to explore the roud to Pictou,
and complete the same with as litlle delay as
possible.”’

Mr, Marsuarn.—I regret, sir. that I had not
the pleasure of listening to the first portion of
the speech just delivered by the hon. aud learn.
ed member for the county of Pictou,—but I en-
tered the house just as he was uttering a moss
extracrdinary statement. He asserts that it is
the duty of the government to proceed to con-
struct imunediately a Railroad to Pictou, Sir,
the government of which [ have the honor to be
a member, carnestly desired to carry forward
with all possible despateh that work ; but strong
as their convictions are of the Lenefits which
would result from such a construction and desir-
ous as they are of carrying it out, as yectno
means bavs been devised to effectuate that puar.
pose, they can sceno way open to them for ob-
taining the sam necessary. If the bon, and
jearned member will shew us the way in which
he proposes to raise the £500,000 neccssary, aud
also, the source from whence the aunual interest,
amounting to some £30,000 is to be oltained
without vmbarrassing our resources—and so cvip-
pling the revenue that our road, bridge and cdu~
cation grants will not only be imperilled, but
utterly destroyed ;—then I will be prepaved to
go with him. Dut, ¢ir, I said that when I entor-
ed the bouse he was making the extraordinary
statement, ¢ that the credivors of this Province
would yet be compelled, Lecause of our inability
t0 meet the demands against us, to accr pt a com-
promise for their debt.” I ask siv, if it is by
such speeches that the hon. and learned member
would establish the eredit of this Province, o
that her public meo may be enabled to chtain
the means to carry on our great public works?
We have not wealth enough within our own bor-
ders to conduct thes& enterprises,—we are com-
peiled to obtain the money from abroad-—tliongh
our regources are ample, yet large sums cannot
be obtained for works of this kind in the Pro-
vinece. Oar capitalists prefer other investments ;
i1 ask then, if looking to the attainmeat of the
object which the hon. and learued geutleman pro-
fesses to bave in view, it was wise in him to
make sueh a declaration—a declaration entirely
untounded, but which. coming from a member of
this Legislature, must have a baneful and peroi-
cious influence abroad.

Bat, I ask, is 16 likely that the Railway sys-
tern as it at present stands, will prove so rainons
—z0 disastrons as he would bave as believe ? 1
tbink not. The Windsor branch, besides carrying
the Truuk line on its back for six months of the
year, paid £1330 over and above the working
expenses,—and this too, during the year when
the trade of balf the world was paralysed. I be-
lieve that the hon. member has, by his speech,
strack the heaviest blow ever aimed at our Rail-
way system by aoy hon. member of this house.
But what remedy does he propose. If he had
said your road has not yet proved a paying spe-
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cnlation—stay your hands, expead 1no more mo-
ney until you have fully tested the result, I could
understand bim ; but he does not take this
course, he says your Railway system is ruinous
to the couniry,—the cost of maintaining the
roal—its working expeases, will amount to up-
wards of £1,000 per mile, or £100.000 aunnally,
for the line from Halifax to Pictou ; and on
gnch a caleulation he urges that this house should
go on, that the goverument should borrow the
money, it they can geb it, and cxtend the road
40 miles further eastward to Pistou; and how
dons he propose to make the road renmmerative,
hy drawing to it the trade not of Canadu ;—St.
Picrve, the Magdalen Istands, P E. Island alone,
hut of China! Could anything be more fatile
and unsound ?  Irom nothing that has fallen
frem the hen. member, can this house deduce the
couclusion that hie has taken cither a rational or
comprehensive view of this subject.

Now, sir, 1ot me say that it is the anxious de-
give aud fixed detcrmination of the governinent,
the moment it is shewn that the road now con-
structed will pay its working expenses, and one
or two per cent interest—they will feel themsel-
ves obligid, in obedicoce to the pressure which
will no doubt be brought to bear ou them, to
push forward the Railway line to Amberst and
to Pictou,

The hon. and learned gentleman thinks, that
not only will the Pictou road pay its working
¢xpeuses and interest, but so boundlessly remu
nerative is it to prove, that ‘¢ will haud over
above and beyond this to the Windsor line an
annual bonuas of £10 000.  Much of the supposed
inceme of the road is according to him to be de-
rived from the freight of coal.  Let me ask, sir,
whether the soft rich coal of Pictou wili bear
shipment and carriage by rail to Halifax, and re-
shipment at Halifax for the Uniied States? I do
not belivve 16 will 3 it is well known that if you
put a barrel of fish ou board a railway train, and
carry it for one or two hundred miles, at the ter-
minus not a drop of pickie will be found in the
barrel ; the short jerking motioa of a Rallway
is unfavorable for the transportation of these ar-
ticles.  But, even if it could be brought witkout
injuring, I believe it would cost 7s. Gd. per chal-
dron ; it is now conveyed here by sea at a
churge of 8s., which leaves but 6d. per chaldron
in tavor of carriage by Railway, aud when you
add the cost of unlading and lading at Halifux,
the balance would be on the other side. Can it
be belicved then, that all this traffic in coal is to
tesnlt fro.n the establishwent of a Railway,—
when we koow that numbers of vesseis now load
at Picton, and that coal is transported direct to
the United States—and farther, that much larger
quantities than are now shipped, could be sent
there by water, if required.

The argument of the hon. and learned gentle-
man is suicidal.  In one breath he tells yoa that
the effect of the works already constructed, will
he to take away your road and School monies,
and in the next, advises that the government
should go on, aud borrow half a million addi-
tional ; thereby imposing an additional burden
on our resources, If it be better to build the
road to Pictoa at the sacrifice of our roads and
bridges, together with our educational system,
then, his avgument is sound ; but I can agsure
him, that he will have to msake oul a much
clearer case, before this Legislature will consent
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to deprive the people of this Province of their
road money and -the School grant, to make the
Railroad from Truro to Pictou, after the great
sacrifice that we have made to construct the
Railways aleeady made to Windsor and Traro.

Hon. Mr Hows.—Whatever the hon Financial
Secretary may assert to the contrary, there is
ranning threugh the arguments of tho hon and
learned member for Pictou a purpose and o
meaning—which this house would do well to
consider. e says yru have run a railway sixty
miles to Truro, an inland county—that the line
will not pay because the locul trade is not suffi-
cient to support it ;—but, he says, extend it on
to Pictou, and the Gulf trade and traffic will be
attracted towards and carried over it, theieby
making it remuncrative. There does not seem
to be anylhing irrativnal in this, I do pot in-
tend making a speech on this question, but I ask
that the government should define and designate
their policy on the guestion of railways. I de-
sire to know what the administrationintend to do ?

Hon. Mr. Youxe.—1 take it that the hon. Fi.
nancinl Sveretary came here to day charged with
the daty of expressing the opinions of the govern-
ment, and the tine of policy they intend adopt-
ing. From what he has said it is clear that the
zoverument do not intend making any further
advance in extending the railway towards Pie-
tou—and farther that they are not prepared to
go further west, to Hantspert or elsewhere, I
presume that this is the settled poliey of the go-.
vernment, and therefore will not make any fur-
ther remarks on the gquestion at present.

Houn. Freascisn SioreErary bhad addressed the
house as an individual member of the house on a
question of public policy propounded by a pri-
vaie member of the legislature, not in the go-
vernmeut,  The hon Attorney General and his
colleagues would answer [or themselves on the
subject, ¢

Hon ArtorneEy GungraL.—The government
have considered and still consider that the mo-
tion before the boure is premature; it is within
the knowledge of hon mewbers on® both sides
that full surveys lor ascertaining the location
and for obtaining information absolutely neces-
sary, before any govermwent ceuld commit its
sell to the construction of the line to Pictow, ag
to the prohable cost per mile were in progress.,
Uatil that information is before the house i s
not ina poeition to form an opinion, and any ex..
pression of opinion as to its policy or intentions
would” be premature. Therefore, sir, although
the government ig most anxious that these works
should be carried on, yet at the present moment
they are not so sitnated that they can give ang
definite indication of their subseqquent conduet,

Hon, Mr. Yoone.—What I desire is, thet the
government should propound their policy, T agk
if it; be their intention during the recess to pro-
ceed with the railway to Pictou East or Hants-
port West 7 I desive to know whether they are
prepared to expend anything beyond the miflion ?

tion. ATTORNEY GENERAL—If the government
had waited until next session to make their sur-
veys, a charge of want of energy as respectsthese
works might with justice be preferred againgt
thesh; They have takeun howsever the utmoss
pains to inform themselves on the subject, and
ardently and anxiously wish and desire that the
circamstances of the province would permit them
to proceed with these great public works., Buk.
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sir, nndcr present circumstances, in the absence
of necessary data, the Execntive are net prepared
to procsed with the construction of the Pictou
road during the present year,

After some further desuliory remarks, the
house adjourned.

WepnESDAY, March 2.
THOE MCLEAN RESOLUTION,

After the fransaction of some routine business.

Hon Mr. Youxo rose and eaid :—I1 do not in-
tend, Mr. Speaker, in {he motion I am about to
make, #aying oue word calculsaled to promole or
excite party feeling, I intend putting the poiuts
of this case to the House. on those sonnd general
priveiples of legielation, which in my view.
ought to govern our action. The resolution
which last uight Ilaid on the table, may be over-
turned by a party vote ; a Nova Scotian, by the
pressure which the government can hring to bear
on their supporters, may be debarred from ex-
plaining away an attack made on his integrity—
ap impeachment of his honor asa public officur ;
but if this be the result it shall be no fault of

ine.

The resolution T have propoescd, goes to permit
Roderick McLean, late Sheriff of Cumberlaud, to
appear at the Bar of this House, and there make
certain explanations touching his dismissal.

Ii will ‘be perceived, therefore, tuat he does
not a<k to be permitted to make any reference to
gtatements made in debate, or' fo anything that
may have travspired in this Honse, and thercfore
there can be no argumnent urged in opposition to
his request, upon the ground that the privileges
of members or the rules of the House will be in-
fringed.

That the charge made against Mr. McLean im-
peaches hs integrity and truth cannot for an in-
stant be doubted—for it has been alleged by the
Provincial Secretary in his published epeech that
Mr. McLean hag sworn to that which isfalse,
knowing it to be so.

It may be said that the Petitioner has his re-
dressin law ; isitso? IF he proceed against Mr,
Morse the Prothonotary, he must prove that that
officer has sworn to that which is false, knowing
it to be false.  This, under the circumstances, it
might be impossible Lo bring home to that officer,
£0 as to satiefy the mind of aJury. Ido not
say what course may hereafter be pursued; I
look to the question at present, in the light of a
member of this Houge, not as a Conpsel, and I
at present believe that in answer to an indici-
ment for pevjury, it might be contended by Mu.
Morse, that whether true or false, his statemeut
was a privi'eged communication, and ‘therefore,
a charge of perjury could not be upheld.  Liook-
ing to the whole circuamstancee of the case. is it
not just and proper that Mr McLean, slandered
and-calumnialed aghe has been, should have an
opportunity. of vikdicating his character, and
pasting himself vight before the country. Ifal-
lowed to come to the Bar, any question that may
be put to him by any member, he will be com-
pelled to answer; this in sirictness should be
done through the chair, but in our practioe this
course hasnever been pursued, ’

Now, sir, during the period that I had the
houor of filling the chair in this kouse, this privi-
lege was asked several times, and I, in the per-
formance of my duty, turned iy attention to a
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number of Ioglish precedents. In the mother
country, whenever a measure is befure the house
invclving private interests, parties concerved
are allowed to be examined and give explana-
tions. either in person or by counsel. Now, sir,
founded on this cass; the government have intro-
duced a hill relating to the appointmont of
Sheriffs, I draw this infevence frowm the fact that
the hon and learned Attorney General intimated
that on the second reuding of the bill he would
make certain explanations with reference to this
very case of Mv. MeLean.

As to the precudentz—in the first place, it is
laid down in May's Parliamentary Practice that
the House of Cummons has the right of sum-
mening and examining witnesses at the Bur, not
under oath, in which respect the practice of the
Commons differs {rom that of the Ifouse of
Lords.

I refer to the Joarnals of the Commens, vol.
83, page 101, for the case of the Mayor and
community of the horoush of Carrickfergus,

In vol. 90, page 587, it is stated that the Bast
[ndia Company petidoned to be heard, and were
heard by counsel at the bar of ihe Ilouse on
Mr. Buckingham’s bill, claiming compensation
from them..

Mr. Roebuck, in 1838, was heard agaiogt the
Canadian Constitution LIl and Mr. Burgess was
twice heard at the Bar of the House agaiust the
Jamaica Law. It is quite clear. then, that in the
English Parliairent the practice is to hear par-
ties by counsel or otherwise, and exawmine wit-’
nesses on ali questions touching the policy of
particular dependeuncies or individual claims.

Now, let us look to our own example: On
the 20th March, 1811, thé late Andrew Belcher,
having a peculiar claim against this provinee,
applied to be heard at the Bar, and oa the 22nd
of that month he was heard in support. ot his
claim. Here, then, by our own example, we find
thal, in a question of pecuniary compensation
only, of a thousaud times less consequence than
the character ol a man, Mr. Belcher was allowed
ﬂle privilege which we now claim for Mr, Mec-

ean.

Agaln, sir, in 1819 the firia of Moody & Boyle
applicd for relief against the operation of the
Insolvent Laws, and Major Barrow was heard at
the Bar in opwoaition to them.

In 1832 the great'guestion of the Pictou Aca-
aemy was befure the eoantry, and I tind tbat on
the first of -Marehe"Dr, McOulloch on the one
side, and the'Rew. Me. McKenzie on the other,
were heard 2t the Bar,

I had-'the honor on that occasion, now twenty
seven years ago, to appear at the Bar as counsel
for the Kirk party, who had entrusted their inte-
rests to my care. :

The next example I find is that in 1839, and I
invite attention to this precedent. The Gover-
nors of Dalhousie College, a body holding their
comuission from the Crown, not naving appoin-
ted the Rev. Dr. Crawley one of the Professors, I
fiud on page 522 ¢f the Journals this statement ;
The order of the day being read for the senond
reading of the bill to incorporate Queecu’s Dol
lege, Ordered, that the Rev. Mr. Crawley be
heard at the Bar of the house, in support of
said bill. On a previous day. he was heard at
the Bar, with reference to the rcasons assigned
for his rejection by the Governors.

Here, then, on a. question not involving cha-
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racter, but the reasons for and against an ap-
poivtigent, the party was heard at the Bar, After
this, oa motion, the then Treasurer of the pro-
viuce was beard at the Bar (being one of the
Governors) in opposiiion to Mr. Crawley.

The next and lust of these referenees [ find on
the 17th Feb'y, 1854, and 1 think the hon ang
learned Attorney General, as is very often the
case, will have some difliculty in reconciling his
course then with that which be has intimated his
intention of pursuing in 1859,

Hon. Mr., Jousstox moved that the Louse do
come to the following resolution. viz. s

Resqlved,~That this house will, op Thursday.
the 23vd day of Febraary, instant. jermit the
iev. Dr. Cramp to he heard at the bar of the
Liouse, toucliing the legislation before the - house
on-the sahjoct
sule of intoxicating liquors within this provinee ;
this bouse being impressed with the deep impor
tance of the subject to the highest interests of the
people,

The Hon. Mr. Henry moved by way of amend-
ment, that the house do now resolve itselt into a
committse of the whole house on the general state
of the province 3 which being seconded aud put.
and the house dividing thereon, there appeared,
for the amendment, fifteen ; against it, twenty-
cight—s0 it passed in the negative,

The original resolution’ was then, upon the
(uestion put thereon, agreed to by the house,

Oun the 25rd Feby., the frieads of Temperanee,
not content with this triumph, wanted to go o
slep farther and approach the bar in a body along
with Dr. Cramp, which the house deelined sanc-
tioning, aud afterwards heard the reverend gen-
tleman deliver a very interesting lecture in Tem-
perance Iall. :

Houo. Mr. HeNky—With the exception of one,

Hon. Mr. Youxg—Well, perhaps the hon. ang
learued gentlercan did not g0 but allow me in
conclusion to say, that I have cideavored to put
the case before the house on its own merits, apart
cutively from party., He is, in his own county
where he is best known, eonsidered to be a man
of the highest respoctability and integrify. 1Iask
my hon triends from Amberst and: Colchester, to
Say whether the slightest shadow of a stain rests
on the charagter of Roderick MceLean ? He re.
Guests that eye to eye, face to face, with those
who have unfairly and unjustly dismissed him
from effice, an opportunity may be afforded him
to vindicate his character as a public officer, He
desires to be placed at that bar, to uudergo the
most searching and critical examination of. his
acts. If the gress violation of principle which
the government displayed in the dismissal of that
officer, i3 to be followdd up by their bringing
party action (o bzav to preveat his being heard
in his defence, I have no hesitation in saying,
that the people of Nova Scotia wiil rightly judge
if they attribute the course pursued by the ad-
winistration to the fear they must entertain that
 the act, if properl ¥ investigated, would meet with
the just censure of this hoyse. ‘

Mr. Suaw.—The argument of the honble, and
learned member for Inverness, even if tested by
his owu acts, falls at once to the ground. A few
years ago I was one of over ahundred magis-
trates diswissed by the liberal administration of
the day. I wade application to pbtain the rea-
sons for my dismissal; and received
answer that the
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cessary to state them. I do not see why a dis-
miesed Bheriff should he treated with moie con &i-
deration than a magistrate ; and if every magis-
trate then summarily discharged had been beard
ab the Dar. ¢he time of the house would have been
occupied for yeais in investigating the eases.
Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL said t1 should be
sorry to believe, sir, that a majority of this house
could be found to support the 1esolution of the
hon and learned membter for Inverness, beeause I
Lelicve that the precedent he would “establish
would materially interfere with the privileges of
the hoase. I listened with greal curiosity to hear
how he would sustain an argument so atterly de-
void of precedent—adverse as it is to all parlia-
meuntary usage. Assuming, only for the sake of
argument, for I deny the statement, that MeLean

of regulating or restricting the

has been injured in his repatation, I ask if that
iz sufficient, to justify his admission {o the bar of
this bouse. Is it the usual, the constitutinnal

Lthat it is not so here.

course for every man, whose conduct as g public
officer hags heen impugnad, (o ask to he heard at
the bar. The hon. gentleman knows right well
that in England such an application would not
for an instant be entertained. Let me tell bim
what the cases are where in England this privi-
lege is conceded. He says the Mayor avd Alder-
men of Carrickfergus were permitied to be hearq
against a bill alfecting their privileges; it wiil
be at once perceived that in that case the come
mons had before them something on which they
could adjudicate, constitutionally,
Hon. Mr. Youxa—Suchis the case here,

Hon. ATToryEY GENERAL, —1I am going to show
In the case of the Fast
India Company the individual rights of that great
commercial body were iu controvers , and there
also was a question before the house for deeision,
So also with the bil] relating to Canada. It will
be perceived, therefore, that the Baglish prece-
dents cited do not at all touch the case hefore us,
Now, with respect to Mr. Belcher's claim on the
provinee, the house wag called to decide whether
he was or was not entitled to it In the Pictou
Academy case, two parties disputed as to certain
matters relating to that seminary. and this houge
had to decide between them. Af to the case of
Mr. Crawley, I ihink the hop, gentleman was mis.
taken when be stated that the application was
made by Mr. Crawley oo account of an isjury
done to or suffered by him. I helisve he con.
plained that Dalbousie College was claimed to be
an exclusively Preshyterian Tustitution, whereas
in his opinion it belongs to the whole provinee,
and it was, uoless I am entirely mistaken, to de-
fide this point that he asked to be beard at the
bar, ,

‘The last case to which the bon gentleman
referred, stands on the same principle. The
Temperance question was before the conntry —
parties both within and without the House Were

divided on the expediency of passing the Law,
and therefore there wag 8 queetion -before the

-therefore,

House for adjudication,. In moving the resoly-
tien which 1 did, that Dr Cramp sbould be. heard
at the Bar on that subject, I tnoaght and stilt
think my act justifiable. It will be  perceived,
that in eyery precedent, Eaglish op
Colonial, to which he referred, there has alwaye
been some question before the Honse apon which
bon membera: were required to pass. 1o the pre

ed In reply the
-government did uot deem it ne-

gent case nothing of ihe kind exists,—the chargeg -
preferred againgi ‘Mr, McLean having been in.
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vestigated, were submitted to {be Judges, whose
duly it was Lo sign the list of Sheritts—the Chief
Jastice refused to sign the list if Mr. McLean’s
name was inclnded in it—he was struck off from
the list of Sheriffs; if upon uniounded and
anirue charges made under Oath and in writing,
he has his remedy at law, But whatever course
he may take—be bis dismissal justifinble or not,
there is nothing before this Touse upon which
lion members can he reguired to adjudicate—
becanse Sir McLean could not be reinstated
without the consent of the Chief Justice, what-
over action this House might take, You will
therefore perecive, Sir, that this case does not
come wilhin the principle of vitber of the prece
dents cited by the bon and.learned member for
Inverness ; he felt the foree’ of this argument,
and therefore, Sir, atierepted 1o make the Sheriffs
Bill lately introduced, a pretext o which to
found his rexolution,~but the commonest under-
standing wmust at once perceive how fallacious
cuch an argument is.—That is a general measure
applicable to the whole Proviuce, neither touch-
ing Mr McLean’s private rights, or affecting him
in any rvespeet, and if this be the case, by no
elreteh of iugination or force of counstruction
can that bill he comnccled with his dismissal.
Mr McLean's name has been omitted from the
ligt of Sheriifs, whether rightfully or wrongfally
I will not stop to engaire. Can this House undo
that acb? Surely not.—Where then is the neces-
sity, what the object tor the admission of Mr
McLean to the Bar of this House. If we per-
mitted such au unjusifiable infringement of the
constitntion of this House—and perpetrated ap
act so contrary to all parliamentary law and pre-
cedent, we should g2t an example, which in the
future would be productive of most iujurious
conseguences. 1 ghall  thercfore oppose ibis
motion,

Hon. Mr. Hows.—1 would be prepared to of-
for to the house the few observations I intend to
make on this question, but I understood from the
hon. Attorney General that he was prepared to
o into the whole case of Mr McLean,

Hon ArroxxeY Gexegrar—Iam quite prepar-
ed to do so, bub it is scarcely worth while to min-
ale together two sabjects so entirely dissimilar.

After some furiber remarks,

The 1lon Atrorsey Gengran sald—Well. My
Speaker, since it appars tu be the desive of hon
gentlemen that I should take up the whole ques-
tion, 1 have no objection Lo doso. By a law of
this provinee, repeatedly adverted to during this
Qebuate, sherifls are pominated and appointed by
the Chief Justice and another Judge of the Su-
preme Court, togethier with two members of the
Hxecntive Couucil ; unless these four concur,
you can have no Sheriffs for this province. As
regatds the cuse of Mr McLeau, T may observe
that a variety of petitions were seng to the Go-
vernment, and several to the Chief Justice, pray-

ng for the removal of that officer, and the re.
appointing of Mr. Chandler ; some prayed for

his removal without mentioning who wag to suc.
ceed him 3 and others asked for his retention in
office. Now, sir, these petitions contained no
special charge against Mr McLean, and therefore
the Government adhered to the principles they
“have always propounded, and took po action
upon thew ; and it was not until the memorial
which bas been repeatedly referred to)in these
discussions, was presented,—and even then I bad
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made up my mind to take no present action,—
antil it wa tound that Mr MoLean, instead of
admitting the irregulirity complained of, and
that the endorsement had heen made (as it might
harra hoen) without thought, came in and met the
“harge preferred agaiust Bim with a distinct de-
nial of a charge positively sworn to by an offi-
cer of the Court,—I then felt that it wag neces-
sary to take some potice of it. The case then
assumed a maguitude and iportance that had
not previously attached to it. 1t will be recol-
lected that the complaint against the Sheriff is,
that be lent himself to a gentleman in Amherst
1o force from a party the revocation of some bar-
gain ; and that he went to the house of the de-
fendent and either arrested or threatened arrest,
ander an execution which. in fact, was not then
in his possession. Nuw, sir, 1t is distinctly sworn
that when the arrcst was threatencd, the debtor
demanded to have the exceution exbibited to
bim, which was refased. The arrest was made
at 5 o’clock in the evening, and the Prothonotary
of the Court alleges distinctly that he did not
issae the execution until 7 o'clock--of which he
is coavinced from the fact that be was obliged
to light a candle in order that he might see to
sign the Execution. :

Qur judgment was, that Mr. McLean’s state-
went was not entitled to be credited in compari-
gou with that of Mr. Morse; bnt we determined
to leave the subject for the adjudication ot the
judges. The Chief Justice said that he belicved
the statement of Mr. Morse, and that he would
not sign the list which contained the name of Mr.
MeLean, in consequence of the two charges made

‘agaivgt him. An attempt of the government Lo

cocrce the Judges was spoken of 5 nothiag was
more untrue; We had not the power o do so.
Neither did we shrink from respousibility and
throw it on the Judges. I have stated what our
opinion was,—but that did not prevent the re-
commendation of petitioner as Sheriff; we did
uot try to make thab opiuion obligatory on the
Chief Justice; on the contrary, we left the reg-
ponsibility, as that of a judicial act, to the Jud-
wes, When the Chief Justice gave Lis opinion,
The matter was concluded ; if the opinion was
different, I know not how we could have invali-
dated it. Mr. Justice Biiss dillered from the
< .ow of the Chief Justice—and, far as I recollect,
he was the only Judge who did espress that dif-
ference,—although I know that Judgze Wiiking
adopted the same view, It would be a mistake
to suppose thai Judge Bliss founded his opinion
on the werits of the case ; he differed because of
the fact of there being three affidavits to one.
He rematked that, in court, he would not con-
clude a person guilty on such testimony as that
with which the Chiet Justice expressed himselt
salisfied, on the ground that the one deponent
was disiaterested, and the three were supposed
not to be.  Oa the following day Judge Dodd
coucarred, and signed the list, takiug the view
that if he did not, the county would have no
Sheriff f.x the year. I do not say that he con-
curred in the view of the Chief Justice, bug be-
cause otherwise there would be no Sheriff for the
county for the year, he signed the list.

1t has been intimated that there was some dis-
ingsnuousness in stating the case previously ;
but therewas none, When the member for In-
verness moved for a vote of want of confidence,
he referred o the cage, saying, thab the removal
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had occurred on palfry grounds, and spoke of
other similar transactions as having taken place
during the recess. I treated all the cases alike;
the papers were not before the house; I did not
intend to go into details, but to make answer to
this effect: * The member for Inverncss has
charged that the removal of Mr. McLean fook
place on pultry greunds. Does he not know that
the act must have had the coucurremce of the
Chief Justice and another Judge, and can he
suppose that paltry grounds would have been
suflicient for them ?” The reporier made me
speak differently, but that is what I intended to
say, and I explained the inaccuracy at an carly
opportanity.

From observations made, the Provinciai Sc-
cretary was led to go at large into the question.
I read his speech as it was printed, and consider-
ed that it wag a simmple and accurate statement
of what had occnrred. In consequenc: of a com-
muuicativn in the Morning Chronice, Mr. Justice
Wilkios spoke to me, aud gave me to understand
ibat he had communicated with the member for
Iuverness on the morning of his speeeh, but that
he had said nothing to warrant the deductions
in the mewspaper. I raw Judge Wilkine when
the speech of the Pravincial Seeretary was before
him, and he concurred in the accuracy of the
statement. 1 also saw the Chicf Justice in refer-
ence to another observation in the newspaper,
to the cffect thal he would not have signed the
list if he were aware that Mr. Morse had peti-
tioned for Mr. McLean’s removal. I received a
note from the Chief Juastice on the following
moriting ; and I received oune from Judge Bliss
algo, and it may be only fair that both should be
read now—

“ My Dear Sir,—By this morning’s paper you
are reporied to have stated in the house in refer-
ence 1o the case of ‘Sheriff MeLean * that the
charges against him, which were fully substan-
tiated, had indaced the Judges who investigated
them fully, to concur in the propriety of his dis-
missal.”  The Chief Justice alone ot the whole

hench, as you are aware, expressed any such

opinion. My own was very strongly opposed to
it: as I thought the case hefore us did not justi-
fy such a course, and 1 ‘accordingly declined to
sign the list from which his naine was owmitted.—
It was subsequently signed by Mr, Justice Dodd
for a very differeut cause.

1 have abstained from ever speaking of this,
out of delicacy to the Government; but I am
not disposed to bave iraputed to me an opinion
conirary to that, whichk whether right or wrong,
I then held and still bold: and sych seems im-
plicd in the report of your speech, which is cer-
tainly inaccarate as to the views of every one of
the Judges, with the exeplion of the Chief Jus.
tice, I'am, my dear sir, yours very traly,

' » “W.B. Bres.

 Iiort Massey. Tuesday . Feb. 8.

* The Hou. the Attorney General.”

During the reading of the above note. Mr.
Young remarked that that was stronger than he
had said, or than he thought that the Judge had
said. The Attorney Gencral replied that he had
already stated Judge Bliss’s opinion. He would
now read o note he had received from the Thief
Justice— '

o Pebruary 22ud, 1859

“ My Dear Sire—I recollect that Mr. Piueo

called upon me a few days after the Sheriffs were
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appointed,- or rather after the maeting of the.
Legislature, and as & Cumberland man I talked
with bim upon the subject of the removal of She-
rif McLean. He first mentioned the circanm-
stance of the Prothonotary’s having petitioned
for his removal, with which I was before unac-
quainted, and I told him so; but he must have
misunderstood me if he thought I said if I had
known that, I should not bave consented to bis
removal,—for I really did not kuow et the time
what effect that knowledge would have bad upon
my mind, and upon reflecticn I thiak Ishould
have acted as I have done. The Sheriff and the
Attorney were hoth implicated iu the charge,
The Attorney’s Clerk, under influence, if disin-
tereated.—a lad of some 15 or 16 years of age,
and the son of the Gaoler,—made an affidavit,
which was contradicted by the Prothonotary,
who swore to the strong fact of his being obliged
to light a candle in che month of Angust te enter
the issuing of the execution, at a late hour,
which rendered it impossible for the Sheriff to
have had it with him at the tiwe when he says he
went to take the party. Why did he not take
him? If be bad the writ, it was his daty to do
50 ; if he did his duty, and allowed him to re-
main alterward in his own house, it was a vo-
luntary cscape. and he had no right to tuke him
afterwards, Undsr these circumstances, I con-.
clude that the Sheriff bad net the writat the
time, and it so, what follows. He has sworn that
he had it. Can I reccommend such a person to be
continued as Sheriff? I am aware that strong
party feclings prevail in Camberland, but 1 can-
not think that a man of Mr, Morse’s standing in
the community would, to gratify his political
feelings, without any perronal interest at stake,
swear to a deliberate falschood,—and I find his
statement not only strengthened, but in my
opinion confirmed by the Sheriff’s not taking the
party. I do notrecollect having conversed with
any other person than Mr. Pineo upon the sub-
ject, My son was present at the conversazion.
I vow prt you in possession of ihe facts as they
impressed themselves upon my miad.
Yours traly,
Brexroy HaLLmuRTON.

The Honble. the Attorney General.

Hon. Arty. Grw,—The member was under a
mistake, if he thought that I intended to keep
these circumstances back. T acted in that debate
a8 in others, waiting for the papers to be brought
to the house.

Hon, Mr. Youxg-~The letter from Judge Bliss
I did not see ; but being aware of its existeuce,
I thought the Attoruey General should have pro-
duced it in Iris second speech, which preceded my
closing reniarks.

Hon. Atroryey GeNegAL—No; I did not in-
tend to gointo the sabject at large, until subsc.
quently, when 1 would have presented them
whether papers weve called for or not, and world
have gone into the requisite explanation. Let
me advert to the peouliar position we occupy,
in discussing any effect produced by these papers
on our minds. I way not be able to convince
gentlemen of thy impression oa my own mind ;
but my disposition was to re appoint Mr. Me
Lean, and this view was rather strengthened
by the potition againsy him ; finally, bowever, I
was led $o (e belief that the statement which he
contradicted was true. How thea eonld I re.
commend him to such an office, not only after
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the irregularity charged, but when his statement
had been controverted and denied.  On that imo-
pression I would have acted if I had the power ;
but the responsibility was thrown oa the Judges.
The Chict Justics said determinately that he
would not put his hand to the list with Mr. Me-
Lean’s name attached.  Whether he was right or
wrong in adopting the stalement made against
that officer, that was the view arrived at; and
therefore the hesitancy of entering iuto this on
its merits. It must not be supposad that this
case resls on one affidavit mercly—there are
many corroboraling cirenmstances. The origin
of the transaction rests on the allegation of Mr.
Hunter, conceruing the transter of a horse.  Oae
gingalor fact is, that. although Mr. Hunter de-
seribes their comin ¢ to him about the recanting
of the sale, when Mr, Morse, junr.,, who sought
for the vetarn of the horse, is questioned, ke de-

clines to give any statement of his partin the
transaction, affocting to treat it lightly. But

why does he refuse - The charge is that he and
the Sherifl went with the inteat stated, aud the
Sherill denies. Will any gentleman, however,
lesitate to say that the impression on bis mind
is that they went for dhe purpose of inducing the
return of the horse?  Mr. Jaumes Morse, in whose
name the exccution appeared, stated that the
. process had been issaed without his koowledge.
The Sherifl and Mr. Clifford Morse may be sup-
posed Lo bave gone without the docurment, for
the purpose of intimidating the paviy merely
with o threat of the execution, and therefore the
document eay not have been deemed necessary ;
it dous not uppear that they intended at the time
to levy it
If the Exccution were in possession, the
party was eiher arrested or he was not. That
an intention of arrest was sought to be impressed
on the mind of Mr. Hunter, there is no doubt.
Bail was spoken of : their own Attorney was
there. and the Sheriff should have kaown that he
could pot take hail on such a process; but
Mr. Hunler was to come in the morniug—giving
bail meautime.  Wag that nob like an attempt to
itimidate?  Another corroboration is, that Huu-
ter swears he asked for the production of the Ix-
coublon—ibal the Sheriff said that he hud it, and
drew out two papers, but refused to allow exami-
pation of the ducwment, The Sheriff denies the
(estion of Mr., kunter as to the execation ; but
Hunter’s statement is corroborated by that of bis
brother, whe was present, and swears that he saw
the (wo papers produced, ol houghhe adroits that
he was so far ofl’ that he did not hear the conver-
gation.. Ou the folluwing day Mr. Hunter went
to the Prothonotary to inquive whether an execun-
tion wus issued.  Why did he so act, uuless oir-
cumstunces threw suspicion arouud the transac-
tiou? and why wasg Mr. Morse, the Prothouotary,
juducrd to say that the paper had net been issued
until 7 o’elock on the preceding evening? He
knew nothing of the pariiculars of the occasion
at the time, and we Kuow of no motive why a
wrong hour shiould have beca stated.  When we
ind an officer of the Cowrt, uninterested in the
aftair, making an affidavit confirmatory of a
statement wade on the day following the transac-
tion, it will reguire much reasoning k0 suppose
‘that bie was not correct. I believe he was, aud
that leads to the conelusion that the Shoriff was
not ; and in that conclusion the Judges and the
members of the Executive Counctl were justified
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in not appointing him to office.  The law of the
jand bad fixed the anthority by which Sheriffs
arc appointed ; and whether right or wrong in
his impressions, the Chiet Justice acted according
to the law when he refused his consent to the re-
commendation of My, McLian, and this house has
to be content with the determination arrived at.

As to an alleged concealment of the clreum-
stances, that the Prothonotary had petitioned for
the removal of McLean. I could not bring the
fact hofor. the Chief Justice, tor I was not aware
of it at the time ;—but thab was of little conse-
quence 3 he would he Sheriff to-day only for the
charges bronght against bim. The impressions
ot my mind, and on the mind of my colleagues,
were made subject to the saperior aljudiction of
the Chief Justice, and he havinyg determined thab
he would not put his nams to the list. the matter
came to a counclusion, and he, Mr. Mcliean, was
removed., 1 can only say, as far as I was con-
cerned, that I acted in strict conformity to the
rule which I had 1aid down oand annoateed, not
to disturb officers, and more particalarly Sheriffs,
except on charges maie. With such charges as
those against Mr McLean, T thought it uot right
to recommend him for re-appointment. I the
Chief Justice, however, bad concurred with
Judge Bliss, the subj:ct would have been settled
accordingly. We agreed with the Chict Justiee,
and the list was adopted in which Mr. McLeaa’s
pame was omitted.  The mode of procecding now
propos:d, is not expedient ;—it is not cowpstent
for the House to come to a conclusion militating

against the decision made. To entertain the
qnestion would not be desir able, either asregards

the businuss of the House, or the opinivn of the
country. .

Dr. Tuprsr.—I would remind the Flounse that
when Sheriff Cbandler was turned out to malke
rourm for Mr. McLean, he had no cause assigued
—no hearing—no redress, aund the hon membey
for Iuverness had adwitted that it was contrary
to the wishes of the Judges.  That was all right
in their eyes then. Mr, McLean had been fur-
nished with the complaint against him—hbad bad
every oppertunity of reply given.

Upon a careful review of the testimony on bolh
sides, the parties entrusted by the law with that
duty had come to the conclusion that they could
not recommend bim. The case.had been hrought
forward by the leader of the opposition, discussed
at length, all the facts stated, and yet the house
hud sustained the government. Was it not then
idle to waste the time of the house in asking hon

gentlemen to stultify their own action on this
malter ¢ Was it not worse than idle, with the

letter of the Venerable Chief Justice before shem,
delaring that his opinion then aod now was such
what he eould not rceommend Mr. McLean? It
was Dot the Exccubive alone, but the Judges they
were proposing to try at the bar of the house.
Reference had been made to Judge Wilkins by
the hon member for Inverness, bub L would iu-
fortn him that I vead over my speech to that
gentleman on this matter in the presunce of the
Attornoy  General, and  that Judge Wilkins
stated it to be strickly correct, as fur as the fucts
were within his kuowledge. Under what pretext
then can geutlemen oppusite claim the atiention
of tue house? Mr. Young bad advoeated Mr.
McLean's case far betber than he could do it for
himself. I will not say he is retained with mo-
ney, but perhaps there was some inducerment to
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exertion held out which was equally potent. A
fortunight had already been consumed by the op-
position in making electioneering speeches, and
they scemed to think the house was intended for
nothing else. '

The hon member for Inverness, a waek ago,
had talked very loudly about u prosecution. but
he seemed, after learning the particulars, to have
come to the counclusion that McLean was not
likely to he able to vindicate his character in a
court of law.

He has that open to him—he has the press of
the opposition ready to say anything in bis favor,
withoat being over nice about the facts ; and yet
he must come here where he is not to be sworn or
have any one to contront him.

No man koows better than Mr. Yonog that once
establish such a precedent here, and there will be
no oppertavity to do the legitimate busivess of
the Legisluture,

Mr. Young having broken down in his attompt
to shew auny precedent to the propoged course,
which would tarao the Assembly into a court for
mock ex purte trials bas so far forgotten himself
a3 to bring forward the private character of Me.
McLean,-—with that the house had nothing to do.
and it should wnot have been fntroduced at ail
events. Mr. Young bad better learn whetber M,
McLean was willing that everything touching
the statements from the county, respecting bis
private character, should be brought here. He
would probably find that such references were
better left alone in the Legislature.

Mr. Arcomanp said—Had the government
taken the open, manly course—had they cismis-
sed Mr. McLean upon the grouad that he was a
political opponent, and justified the act on that
ground, I could understand them—but instead of

this, upoa a trumped up charge, affording a mere |

pretext for their action, they deprive him of his
office and hrand him, by giving preference to the
circumstantial testimony of the Prothonotary,
rather thaun to the direct and explicit declarations
of Mr. McLean. What does be now ask? Not
that the goverument should reverse their deci-
sion as respects him, and reinstate bim iu office,
but simply that an opportunity should be afford-
en him of justitying bis conduct in the face of
the country. He wishes to wipe out the stain
that has been cast on his reputation—in the most
open and public manner possibie.

(The hon gentleman here referred to the cir-
cumstances detailed in the affidavits, and then
went on to say)—

To suppose that the parties have not told the
truth, is to suppose them guilty of most aggra-
vated perjury. . What is the case at the other
side? The affidavit of Mr. Morse tells you that
next morning an inguiry being made as to what
time he signed the document, he mnswered at
about 7 o’clock the evening before, I do not say
that he does not believe the truth of his state-
ment ; but what was there to fix the exact hour
on his mind? He answered that he did not
know who the defendant was ; and the only cir-
cumstauce to determine the hour was, that hehad
to light a candle to make the entry. If so, how
did he happen to sign the instrument without a
light? Is it not likely that he signed at the
hoar named by the Sheriff and the witnesses ;
that he neglected to make the enlry at the timej;
and to do so subsequently, did light & candle—
thinking next morning thait5 the eutry was made
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immediately after signing ? This might be ac.
counted for the difference in the affidavits, Where
affidavits may be reconciled, they should be,

One party had the means of checking the
opinion formed : the other had not. Without
ascribing improper conduct or intention to Mr.
Morse, T only come to the one conclusion~that
the execution was signed at the hour named by
the Sheriff. If so, he bas been dismissed on the
statement of a single deponent, whose memory,
at his time of lifs, may be expected not to be
very tenacious, and who is not known to be very
ccrrect ; while three others swear to thereverse,
and (heir testimony is corrobornted by a fourth
party. Under thesc circumstances, how can any
mind come to any other conclasion than that
the charge was not eafficient to occasion his dis-
missal? If the removed officer be not in a posi-
tion to obtain remedy in a Court of Law, the
greater reason is there that he should be heard
before the House. To go into a court of Law
for damages, he wonld not only have to prove
that h- had received injury, but that the party
who ioflicted the injury knew that he was doing
wrong. Mr. Morse may have believed what he
said ; but can there be any doubt that Mr. Me-
Liean was dismissed on insafficient grounds?

Mr Topix-—It would appear from the way in
which facts have been detailed for the defence,
that the execution was signed at 5 o’clock, but
how could the Sheriff and Mr. Clifford Morse be
with Mr. Hanter, five miles distant, at the same
hour?

Mr ArcurBarn—It is not sworn that they were
there at 5 o’clock, bat between 5 and half past.

Hon. Mr. Youna—Mre. Iunter swears that
they were there at half pust 5,—but the Sherift
says half past six,

Mr. Tosix—All parties are at issue on a ques-
tion of fact. None are agreed as to the hour,
the most important feature in dispute,

Hon. Mr. Youna—The hon member has not
read the affidavits,

Mr, Toin—2No, but I have heard the state.
nents. It is said that the document was issued
at 5 o’clock, and that the partics were with Mr.
Haunter at 5 o’clock. (Cries of no)

oo, Mr. Howz—1 move that the house ad-
journ. Let me not be reproached with a dis-
position to waste the time of the House. The
course [ proposed would have saved time. Isay
to the Provincial Secretary, as he made a charge
againt the Opposition, of discussing questions
without papers being on the table, it was hardly
to be expected, that now, when papers are here.
for a first time, debate was to be complained of
or prevented. I know of no charge against the
private character of the Sheriff, though I under-
gtand that the Provincial Secretary intimates

that he is going to try it. If the gentlemen
opposite mean fo do what it jast, let My, McLesn
come to the bar, let the Housé see the petitioner,
let us see whether he bears the aspeet of a man of
sobriety 20d good character. The qriestion thus,
might not, perhaps, occapy more than 20 minutes,
which may otherwise occupy part of two days.
Hon. Mr. JouxsroN—The course proposed is
considered inexpedient, and no¢ in accordance
with the constitution and practice of the House.
The debate was adjourned, -
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THE MCLEAN RESOLUTION.

Hon. Mr. Hows sald—I was prepared some
{ime since, Mr. Speaker, to have made some re-
marks on the resolution moved by my hon. and
learned friend from Ioverness. The debate has
heen adjourned so often, that 1 bave now almost
forgoiten everything I had to say on the subject
As, bowever, hon. members seem inclined to de-
vote the afternoon to the discussion of this Reso-
lution, I shall endeavor to collect my thoughts,
amd io all frankness state the question as iv fies
ir my mind. The hon. member for Inverness
gave us o long list of persons who have been per-
mitted both here and in England to appear at
the bar of this House and of the House of Com-
mons—but there was one case to which be did
nol refer.  Captain Jenking, an English mariver,
was met on the high seas by a Spanith Guarda
Costa—hung up to the ghrouds and treated with
iufinite cruelty ; many years afterwards be was
allowed to appear before the House of Commons,
and the sight of that mulilated English mariner.
wilh his ear which had been cut ofl. rolled up in
cotton, 8o wrought upon the feelings of his coun-
trymen that they declared instant war against
the Spanishnation,  If then, sir, a mar who bad
ouly been injured in his person was allowed to
appear at the bar and tell his story,—shall we,
when a Nova Scotian’s character has been damag-
¢d,—when that which is dearer to him than life
has been blacken.d and injured—refuse him the
ouly solace and cousolation we have the power

to Destow, that of vindicating bimself in the eyes|

of the world from the reproaches cast upon him ?

That privelege the government would deny to
MceLean —because the administration feel thab if
he were allowed to make his appearance here and
tell his own story, they, and not he, would be
pluced at their trial before this people,—and
therefore, the power of this government is to be
brought to bear to repress inquiry.

But, sir, gentlemen at the opposite side are not
bound to support every act of government,
though they may resolve to sustain it gemerally.
At the present opportunity they are free to ad-
mit the petitioner to the bur, if they believe that
course in accordance with fair dealing ;—they
are free te censure the government in reference
to his removal,—while they may intend toup-
Lold it on general policy. Let ns look at the
gestion as it appears before the House. The
member for Inverness has moved tbat a certain
person he permitted to come to the bar. If the
hon. member, however, wanted to make an im.
pression ou the public and ihe House, he might
easily have extended his proposition. If he had
moved that all those be beard whom the adminis-
tration have turned off with loss of Lread, or of
character, ar of both, those who have been ac-
cused of something disreputable, from the Rev.
Dr King downwards, and who therefore, are iu a
condition to demand redress and reparation, for
bonor stained, or ipjurious imputaiion cast, he
would have an array which could not be accom-
modated at the bat of the House, an army of
nartyrs, rarely assembled inour colonial history.
But the member for Inverness has confined his
motion to the case of Sheriff McLean,—and what
is that? : S

Mr, McLean was appointed to office a year or
two ago, and he served the country, appa_r.eut;-l v,
10 every body’s satistaction, until about mid-sum-
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mer of the past year, when complaints were made
while the Provincial Secretary was in England.
One document which has been referred to, is not
among the papers on the table—as I have heard
it described, it ought to have weight on the minds
of gentlemen at both sides of the house. I al-
lude to a memorial signed by two or three bun-
dred partizans in Cumberland. and sent to the
Provincial Scerctary, giving him votice that if
Mr. McLean-were not dismissed, they would vote
against Dr. Tapper at the coming election. In
that remonstrance, the first paper of the reries,
the hon member i openly threatencd with defec-
fion frem his supporters, enough to destrcy his
seat in the house. If that threat was made, as I
buve reason to be assured it was, it forms a most
significant poiut of departure in this discussion.
Next we have a petition sent to the Exccutive,
requesting—not that Mr. McLean be turned out,
but that Mr. Chandler be restored to office, which
of course could not be, without Mr. McLean’s re-
moval. That is on the table of the heuse, and
attached to it I find the name of Mr. Silas H.
Morse, the Prothonotary of the Supreme Court
in that county. Some things occur in Cambar-
land which do not happen anywhere clse.  What
would be thought, it Mr. Nutting, the Prothono-
tary here, were to sigun bis name (o a partizan
petition sent to the Licat Governor, for the pur-
pose of having Sherift Sawycer dismissed? Would
not that be consldered an indecent traonsaction ?
and for which there is no precedeut but in Cuam-
b rland ;~occurring there it do.s not seem to
have attracted muoch observation. The pext
point to which I would draw attention is, that
that officer, having committed the gross indecen-
cy of signing a petition which had for its object
the removal of a brother oficer of his own court,
subscquently gels up a charge agaiust him, to
which be swears, and this effects his removal.—
The petition alluded to wag not, it is admitted,
brought to the notice of the Chiet Justice before
he decided against Mr. Mclean ; that fact bas
becn admitted by the Attorney Geoneral.

True, we have a note from the Chief Justice,
saying that il the circumstance had been brought
to his notice, be would not have decided differ~
ently. 1 feel, however, that it was not proper of
the HExeculive to bring that note here, to help
themn out of the difficulty.” I do not think that
the pame of that vererable officer should be mix-
ed up in this debate. Reference to him, in this
case, a8 to u bigher aunthority in another, wight
have beea spurcd; aod I think if the blame had
never been laid on bim, the Executive would
have §tood bigherin public estimation. How can
Judges, or Governors either, be kept free frem
political strife if this systcm is to continne ? Sup-
pose, on one day, somethivg occurs to which ob:
Jection is made, and the members of Council say,
‘“ Oh, that is the Governor’s act ;’ suppose some-,
thing else be disputed, and they say, ** The Chief
Justice is accountable for that—here ig his let-
ter!” I protest against that system, as unjust to
the Governor, and upjust to the Judge. It ia
wrong to draw them into these difficultics, from
which the Judges were supposed to be clear when
tbey were withdrawn from the Legislature, and
from which, with responsible advisers around
him, the Governor onght always to be kept free.

But suppose the Chief Justice was about to
decide this case without all the facts being before

bim, the Provincial Secretary, situated as he was,
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thonld have entreated that officer to withhold his
decision, and te give the person charged a fair,
manly trinl. I think if the fact bad come before
the Chief Justice, tha- an officer of his Court had
committed such an indelicate act as I bave de
seribed. it would have surprised him,—would he
uot have asked what the meaning of such conduet
was?  First, a petition to turn out a brother offi-
cer; and then a tramped ap charge against him.
The eyes of the Chief Justice are too clear not to
instantly detect the impropriety of such a pro-
ceeding.  If ne were a little off his guard at the
moment, it appears to e that, in fairoess to al)
the officers concerned, bis attention ought to have
been called to the circumstance, and he should
bave been supplicated to panse. I ask the house
now. to read the note sent from Judge Bliss to
the Attorney General :—

{This note has appeared in another part of the
debate.] , ‘

If gentlemen ab this side enteriain a strong
opinion on the case, Judge Bliss, it appears, en-
tertaing oue equally strong.  1f gentlemen on the
otber side are disposed to do an act of justice, not
at the cost of the government-—if any members
have any doubt on the guestion, let them bear in
mind that three Judges of the Supreme Court
concurred in opinion as against the views of the
Chief Justice. What happeuns in the Supreme
Court on any ordinary trial?  Suppose on aques-
tion of £50 the Jadges differ in opinion, would
the Attorncy Geoeral take the Chief Justice's
view as decisive against the other three Judges?
Is that the mode pursued? I may be told that it
ie unwise to press this—that no good will be
cffected by the inquiry. Is thateo? May we
not so impress this on the minds of the Execu-
tive, that such an act will never oceur again ? 1If
this were to be donz over again to-morrow, would
they act ag they have acted? Will any other
officer, after thiz, be so treated? But in fairness
to Mr. McLean, what sheald be done? Will they
duny him the right to come to the bar? Has he
any other remedy?! IIe may bring an action
against his brother officer, to be tried at Amharst
—to be impanclled by the man who has taken
his place —and the charge against the Prothéno-
tary. He might as well rest with the loss of of-
fice and chavacicr, as bring such ao action in
Cumberland.  He might possibly remove the
trial to uny other county ; but I doubt whether,
for a poor man, the remedy might not be abont
as bad as. the dumage complaiued of. At 'ihe
moment, therefore; the house holds the only avail
able remedy for the petitioner. Shall you duny
him, 1 do not say jusiice, but ‘a hearing?.” After
bearing bim, youcan decide whether 6r not he

bas a fair.case. The precedent may be said to:

be iaconvenient, but the house has the. reqaisite
power in- its, own, hands, and may, at any time,
restrain the privilege, if chused.” 0 7))
. Teall the attention of the house to another very
significant fact.;— A numerously signed petition

was sent in. -wnder;ihe idea that Mr. McLean’s.
removal impended, and in his favor. . The signu-

tares include the names of some of the stannchest

Conservatives in - Cumberland—men_who used

atrennous exertions. against mysel! when Tstood
for the county at two electigns, Men of ‘exten-
sive influence, . commanding many, votes, ‘and
supporters of the government, signed in_ favor of
Mr. McLean’s eas Inaance, in office. | That, peti
tiox was never shown fo the’,Chief Justice. , I
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enqujre, then, of gentlemen at the opposite side,
whether they will zustain the administration in
an act of cruel wrong, disapproved of by many
as stauuch Couservatives as any who support
the government here ? It appears to me .that
Mr. Mclean must stand high in the county, or
he would not have the united suffrages’ of ‘men
who sympathise with the opposition, and who
sympathise with the government. I take for
granted that he must have been a good officer,
or he woula not stand in that position. 1 regret-
ted to hear the Provincial Secretary, on a former
day, make a roference that 1 thonght ought to
have been spared. “He threw out a chall. nge to
discuss Mr. McLean’s private character here.  This
is not the place for that. Here we are called fo
consider public acts and political principles. In
reference to private character I would only say,
as fir as my memory serves and my iatercourse
with Cumberland may be relied on, that if called
to declare on my word of honor which stood
highest, Mr. McLean, or the man on whose darh
he has been removed from office, I wou'd say the
former. Let it be recollected that Mr. McLean
is sustained by James Morse, of Ambherst, who
for several years was a member of the Legisla-
ture, serving here, and subsequently in the L «
gislative Council ; and I believe that you could
not find a man in either branch who would bé-
Heve that he would utter a deliberate fal-ehood,
much less swear to one. He is now 'in the de-
cline of li'o, but honered and respected, ‘and ‘we
are in effect asked to believe that he has pe-jured
himself on this question. I for one cannot ‘bé-
lieve that. Of Hunter I have no recollection,
but I am told that be is not in a position to take
away a geatlsman’s character, sustained as it s
in this case He swears to words used by Mr.
Morse, who on oath declares the assérticn a
fatsehood. ' C

Who am I to believe? This man,—or oné
who has been honored by the choice of the pen-
ple and of the Sovereign. Then comes the tes-
timony of Mr. Clifford Mors2, Mr. James Morse’s
son, a young maun, but a barrister, who hopes
probably to follow by and byé in his father's
footsteps.—am I to believe that he committed
perjury also? T cannot. His clerk is also
charged with false swearing. If I conld belipre
that James Morse, Clifford Morse, and the boy
ecommitted perjury in this case, I cou'd’ almosy
wish that Cumberland was sunk beneath the sea.
If I thought society in that'donnty were so cor-
rapt, that ‘three such persons could eater intd
siich a ‘combination to ruin -or sustain a -man, T
conld alwost wish the coutity blotted  from -the
wap of the province, highly as I respect itk
inhabitants, and value its territory.  Bat- I eaii-
ot beliéve it,—neither did' the Judges, neither
does Judge B1iss at'this'moment; and: I do'noy
think ‘there aré five menat the ‘spposite side whe
believe it, although they may think that iheéy are
boand to sistain” the povernthent in‘each of :itg
acts. Here ‘ars' thréé witnesses” to: one, - [ wsk
the Attorney General, suppose su eyent to which
allusion” has heretofore beeti mdds,” to- have oc
caried,~suppose a celebrated wig to have descens
ded ou his heid, and that he -otedpied the bench
of justice hitngelf, would he, i these fonr wit-
riestes’ ‘came forward; suppdsing them: all:un:
stained; decifs in- favor-of Mr. Sildv Hi Morsg,
and “Hoaifist thia olker-threed - The " Attorney
General has jotimated that e ‘and the’ Provingial
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Secretary had pretty well made up ‘their minds
that the 1emoval ought not to take place ; if so,
and if Judge Bliss and two other Judges con-
curred in that view,—and yet if the transaction
took place,—ought not the House to read a lesson
to the gentlemen opposite ?

Ought it not hear the petitioner atthe bar, and
take sach steps as will make it imperative that he
be restored mext year ? At all events, let him
have the privilege of an Englishman, and be
allowed to defind himself. Xn doing this, we
wounld not he doing anything unjust, any hing
that ought to be rashly opposed by the leader of|
the government himsclf. My opinion is, that the
affair has been a blunder, a false step, and that
those who took it ought to set an example in re-
tracing it. The casc is one that requires calm,
deliberate attenlion. Is it come to this, thatno
matter what the question, anything done by the
administration is to be sustained, right or wrong ?
I hope not ; but if so, let us understand it.  Let
us know that there is little use in d'scass‘ng
guestions here, but that we have to register the
gcts of the executive, whether just or unjust.

Mr. Waps.—I had made up my mind, Mr
‘Speaker, to give a silent vote on this question,
but feel called on to make a few observations,

‘especially after what has fallen from the hon.
member for Windsor. A few days since he took
me to task for lecturing the opposition,—but to-
day, in violation of bis own rule, the bon. gentle-
man has undertaken to read usa homily. He
calls on the supportcrs of government to vote in-
dependantly ; go for as I am concerned, my ac
tion has always becn independant. My reasons
for opposing the resolution moved by the hon.
and learned member for [nverness, are that I do
not feel inclined to form one of a couart of in.
quiry to investigate the characters of the duffer
ent persons who are mixed up in this transaction
To me the parties are personally unkoown, and
therefore, 1 am unwilling te assume the respon-
sibility of deciding which of them is entitled to
most credence. 11 the leader of the opposition
had pitposad a direct vote of want of confidence
—and called on the government to defend the
act, we would then be called on to discnss its
‘merits. But that is not the case. The sole ques
tion we have to consider is, whether or not by
admitting Mr. McLean to this bar we should in
fringe the rules of the house. Iimaiveain the
affirmative of the proposition. If the leader of
the opposition pursued the strict parliamzutary
#ule in opening this’ question before us, I should
have felt called on. to sustain bis motion j--but
let me ask Lim if he can as a-congtitational law
yer assert that those cases would. justify any hon.
gentleman in recordipg such a vote? He koows
right well hat they would not. He is quite
aware that in all the cases he cited there was
something of & general or jpublic nature, or of a
private character which reguired the action of
parliament ;—something on which the house
could decide. Here the matler has been Goally
determiued by . the government; the action of
this house cannot reverse. their. Qecision, or re-
atore MeLean to his. office ; and therefore, there
8 no guestion on which members ars called on to
adjudicate, I therefore trust “the house will
ause before compromising its dignity and, in-
fringing ite riles—-by constituting it.a mere.de-
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relaxed, & precedent will be established for ap-
plications from every petty dismissed officer from
a hog reve upwards for a similar privilege.

It would not be just or fair to admit Mr. Me-
Lean, in the absence of the Sheriff of Cumber-
land and others implicated. to plead his own
cause ; we would then have bat an exparte state-
ment of this case—and any decision to which
this house could come, would not at all effuct
their relative positions,

a these grounds I shall record my vote
against the resolation.

A call of the house war bad.

The quettion was then taken, when there ap-
peared,

For the rerolution—Messrs, Bailey, Parker,
McKenzie. McLellan, B. Smith, Faller, Reinhard,
McDonald, Wilking, Davison, Archibald, Wier,
Chambers, Webster, Morrison, hou Mr. Young,
Locke. Annand, Geldert, Robertson, Chipman,
Munroe, Esson, hon. Mv. Howe—24.

Againat—DMesers. Killam, Churchill, Caldwell,
hon. J. Cawmpbell, Brown, McLearn, Ruggles,
hon. Mr. Henry, bhon. C. Campbell. Martell,
Moges, Tobin, McFarlane, Bourneuf, Bill, hon.
Financial Sveretary, Wade, Ryder, bon. Provin-
cial Scerctary, hon, Attoruey General, Me-
Keagney, P. Smyth. White, hon. Mr. McKinnon.
Shaw, Robicheau —286.

Hon. Mr. Yousa—As the majority bas thought
fit not to give the hearing which I think should
have been conceded, I take this opportunity of
referring to some documents, not yet before the
house, and of stating what should be heard, in
justice to him whose character as an officer and a
mau bas become involved. The circumstance
which I am about to state, shall, I think, be con-
sidered ahbsolutely conclusive. The law of the
province requires that a Sheriff, when he receives
an execution, shall endorse on it ihe day and
bour of itsreception ; the rule being, that per-
sonal chattels become bound from the moment of
epdorsing. Mr. McLean isa man of good busi-
ness habits, and none would suppose bim neglect-
ful of the simple duties which -every Sheriff
attends to. The charge turns solely on this—
whether the exccution passed in%o his hauds at 5
or 7 o'clock. It is admitted that a delay of four
or five days occurred before the hour became
matter of enquiry. I hold the original writ, part-
ly in the writing of Clifford Morse, and partly in
the writing of his clerk. On that, the wnly en-
dorsement is, ‘¢ Received, 27th of August, 1858,
5 o’clock, P. a.; Roderick McLean, Sheeifl”? It
there were two endorsements, one might be sup-
posed to be substituted tor the other; buat there
iz only one—it was the act of the mowment, and i{
completely- acquits the Sheriff of the charge ot
receiving the instrument at 7 and pretending it
was at 5 o’clock, It hag been sworn that the ey-
ccution was taken to the Prothonotary’s office at
a quarter to 7 o’clock, at Awherst, while another
deponent declares that Clitford Morse and Mr. Me-
Lean left his bouse, 6 miles from Amherst, near
7 that evening ; and if so, the other statement as
to time could not be correct. I -purposed mov-
ing another resolution, but do not thick it an
act of justice to the petitioner, to press the ques-
tion any further at this timé. There can be but
one opinion as’ to the great injustice that has
been doie—and & more manly and independent

bating society.-.If Mr, McLean be admitied to
our bar—and the whelesome rule of this house be

courge shonld have leen ‘taken - towards a man

whose position and character have been assailed,
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He will now bave to submit to the wrong ; situa-
ted as partics are here, I withdraw the intended
resolution j—petitioner’s case ig before the coun-
try—the charges against him will do him no harm
in the connty where he resides—where the cir-
cumstances apd his character can be best appre-
ciated,

Hon. AttorNEY GENERAL~It ig obvious that
the motion which the house has just negatived.
was without precedent and without due object,
and was contrary to parliameutary rale. When
the member for Windsor thought well to give ad-
vice to gentlemen who sustain the government, it
might have been well if he spared some of it for
the oppcsition, who were at least equally fena-
cious in supporting a course which promised no
good, and was not sustained by parliamentary
rule or usage. As to the threatened motion of
the hon member for Inverness. which has been
withdrawn, allow me to say, that he has been la-
boring on this question, against law and reason,
and the practice of the house.

He rmay have sacceeded in making the House
a medium of conveying impressions to the publie,
~—but he has done go by introducing the subject
irregularly, and by seeking to establish a prece-
dent particularly incongruous and inconvenient
If he had asked for the admiss'on to the bar, of
any other dismissed officer, the late Judge of Pro-
bate for Halifax, for instance, the argument
which I am about to use would not apply,
although I do no: say, that such admission would
be appropriate. The member for Inverness
referred to a decument concernirg the hour of
issuing the execution. Tha! was not before the
tribunal that settled the question. The appoint-
ment of Sheriffs emanate from an authority con-
stituted by law, a law brought in by the member
himeelf and his party. I enquire how he canagk
the House to condemn the action of a body thus
baving the authority of law, except by charging
some act of corruption? Is not decision thus
arrived at equivalent to an Act of the Province?
It is assnmed to be done by those who have the
authority, and in view of the respounsibility res-
ting on them., Whether they mwade an error in
judgment ov not, the aet is settled and anim-
peachable, except ofi the grounds which I bave
mentioned. Suppose the Chief Justice, having
examined the affidavits, and believiug that an
object was lo intimidate a party for a private
purpose, decided as bhe did, and in conformity
with his anthority under an act of the Assembly,
would the House be justified in reviewing that
act, and calling it in question? To attempt
passing censure.on that officer, would be out of
‘the question, even if additional evidence c¢ame
up. That is only to be dealt with in other modes
‘When the hon member speaks of pasging a reso-
lution condemnatory of that act, he only affeets
to do what would be cquivalent to passing & voto
of censure on any olber act of the Judges, ‘done
under due authority. ' The member for Windsor
- gpoke of the act as executive, aud said that the
executive should take thé responsibility. 1 eay

tkey could not do 80 ; the law bas taken the res.|

ponsibility out of their hands, They could only
act in conjunction 'with two members of the
Bench ; without such cencurrence, or that of the
ChiefJustice, it was not in their power to take any
action on the question. When any one of the
Judges appointed to act, decided that an appli-
gant’s name should not be on the liss, there was
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an end to executive duthority in reference io that
appointment. The member for Windsor- was in-
correct in eaying that I and the Provincial
Secretary had made up eur minds that Mr Me-
Lean should not be removed. We thought differ-
ently ; but we made up our minds to leave the
question to the jadicial decision of the Beneh.
When the Chief Justice took the view he did, the
matter was determned. As to the evidunee now
introduced, it comes too late for affecting the
jundgment formed on the subjcet 5 it has no bear-
ing now on the decision. Allow me to say that
it does not affect my mind in the way that it
appears to affect the mind of the hon member,
If the statement be correct that impugns the
eonduct of the petitioner, the endorsement might
he incorrect. Suppose, as has been averred, that
he went without the execution, and that be found
it desirable to carry out the slatement made
about its reception, he might bave framed the en-
dorsement to correspond with the statement. I
am sorry to hdave to make these remarks; busg
the new feature only goes to make the case more
doubtful and difficult. The member for Wind-
sor speaks of parties whom he cannot believe
guilty of making misstatements auder oathj I
do not believe that the Prothouotary wounld do
g0, When we take all the circumstances into
consideration, we find his statement dorroborated.
All does not turn on the point respecting time,
Hunter gays that the Sheriff meant to intimidate
him, for the purpose of ecausing him to recant a
bargain made with Clifford Morse.  The parties
are contradicted on two poiuts ; one about time,
and one as to the object for which they went.
The question was settled, however, by legitimate
authority, not to be here questioned, exceps on
grouuds before referred to. Tbat there is no de-
sire on the part of government to assume any
power, in the appointment of Sheriffs, of an ar-
bitrary, oppressive, or extreme bature, the best
evidence i3, the course taken with the law now
iu existence on the subject. It did not pass with
our concurrence ; and we laid a bill on the table
to alter it, making such appointments. in cases
of diffcrences of opinion, entirely judicial. My
wish for Mr. McLean’s continuance as Sheriff
was only changed by the charges mede against
him ; when it appeared improper that he should
remain in such an office. In alluding to that
wish, I spoke in reference to my couduct, in re-
lation to the authority which' the ‘law placed in
twe of the Executive, and two of the Judges.
Members opposite may notferedit that, but it is
the cagse. I again repeat, that you cannot im-
pugn = tribunal of the ‘kind alluded Yo, for its
legitimate eXercise of authority, without bring-
ing home to it an erroneous judgment, not aris-
ing from mistake, or want of legal exactnces,
but from ‘causes and- motives'much more objee-
tionable ; therefore, I think that the hon: geutle-
man has acted wisely in withdrawing the resola-
tion just now spoken of, and’ that he did not act
discreetly, in urging thet which was recently be.
fore the house. oo ‘
(Mr. Tobin rose. ' Cries ‘of no question. The
Bpeaker said that it was out of order to address
the hottse “then, that had been decided on the
question, The Prévincial Secretary rose and ex-
pressed readiness to answer some remarks.  The
Speaker said that'he bad "already prevented one
gentleman from addressing the bouse, and to do
£0 was pot in order,” Hon.- Mr. ‘Howe suid thay
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he felt inclined to move a vote of censure on the
two gentlemen who had last spoken. Hon, At-
torney Geperal said he would sccond that ; the
member for lnverness addressed the house sub-
sequent to division, and he (the Attorney Gene-
ral) was induced to reply.) :

The house edjourned.

e e ooyt et et

Mowpay, March 21.
RANLWAY POLICY OF TiH GOVERNMENT.

Br. Tupper,~—As [am anxious te save time,
and it seems necessary that I should offer a few
observations upon the Railway policy of the Go-
vernment, I will occupy the attention of the house
for a brief gpace on that suhjech.

[ have already said that the present govern.
ment, althongh opposed to the constraction of
railways by goverument, found on coming Iato
power that the couniry had been 80 committed
Leyond reeall to that policy that there was but
ope course Lo parsue, consistent with the hono:

“and prospurity of the provioce. L

In this spirit they turned thelr atiention, in the
very outset, to the great guestion of an Inter-co-
jonial raitway. A little experience had taught
{he country that the cost of these works had been
greatly under estimated by those who 1n§rqducedl
them, and that tie expenditure of a million of
money was not likely to be attended by any sud-
den and great expansion of the trade or resources
of the Province, It was also found that the re
tarns to be expected for some yeats from & local
and izolated railway would little more than pay
the working expenses and keep the road in repair.

It soon breame evident that unconnected with
an lutercolonial line, great difficalty would be
encountered in obtaining the means 10 carry for-
ward the obvionsly sound policy of completing
tbe roud to Pictou, and thus tapping the splen-
did coal mensures of that fiae gounty, acd open-
ing up the irade of the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
Canada, aud Prince Edward’s ‘Island.

The papers on your table, sir, show that from
the advent of the present government o power,
down Lo the return of the delegation from Eng
land, every nerve has been strained to pror_note,
and il possible realize this great object, vitally
importaut, oot ouly to Halifax, which it would
bave made at no distant day tbe eptrepot for
the cowmerce of British America—to Pictou, the
communication with which it would ha-e insor-
ed—to Cumberland, through which it would have
passed, but also lo wbe whole Provinee by ve-
lieving our revenue st 0O distant day, from the
payment of £60,000 per aunum on an uauprofit-
able iuvestment. C

Messes, Jobuston and Archibald were instract
ed to reopen the negociation with the British go-
vernment, Cavada,~-and N. Brauswics, were in-
vited to cu-operate. The former did so by dele-
gation, the latter by dispatch. not having receiv
ed the communication in time tosend a delegate.
This Louse received .without any mark of dis-
approval, theif report containing an offer made
by ‘them to baild and maintain_the lioe to the
border of New Bruns.ick, provided the lmperial
government would guarabtee our bonds, aud the
vegret of the Legislatere at the waps of success
was shewn by following up the subject by & joint
address from both honses to Her Majesty, asking
aid for the project.. o .

Canada huving been invited by us to ‘Buggest
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some mode. of obtaining upited action on the part
of the colonies, which was admitted to be so es-
sential to success, proposed that addresses should
be sent to the Queen, and that a delegation
should meet at Fredericton or elsewhere to ar-
range 8 common basis of action. To this we
consented. v

In Septemper we were notified by the Gover-
nor General that three delegates were on the eve
of their departure for Eugland, and our co-opera-
tion wae requested. '

We had previously been informed, by despateh
from the Colonial Seerctary, ¢ that Her Majus-
ty was pleased to receive the address very gra-
ciouxly, aud that the tuportant sabject to which
it relntes will engage the serious attention of
Her Majesty’s Government as soon as they are in
possession of ihe communication which they
bave been led to expect from the Legislature of
Cunada.”’ o

What, I ask, sir, wonld this house or this coun-
try bave said to the Governmeut of Nova Scotla,
it, after Canada had responded to our invilation
by sending a delegation to Eogland at an hour’s
potice to meet Messps. Jobnston and Archibald,
‘we had declined to meet the delegates from Can-
ada and New DBropswick with the inlormation
just received from the British Governmeut, that
this great gnestion was to.** engage their serious
attention,” and with the fact patent to the world,
that a large deputation of iufluentinl Eaglish
capitalists had formed a Halifax and Quebec Rail-
way Company, and that they had becn very fa-
vorably received at the Celouial office ?

If the tune had passed when Nova Scotia was
interested in or could aid in this undertakiog,
why did the Legislature not say so when they
were shewn that a proposition had been made
Jast year to Lorrow mouey on the eredit of the
proviuce. guaranteed by Hagland, to complete
the road to New Brunswick. No vote of hostility
was sounded—on the contraty. a unanimous ad-
dress was passed 10 enable the Government to go
forward. e

The bon member for Windsor, with not very
good taste I think, says that the delegation was
anauthorized, and snecrs al our proposal to give
£20,000 a year towards the payment of interest
antil the road will pay, to easure the connection
with the railways of New Branswick, Canada,
and the United States, o

Let me stop to enquire whether he is in a posi-
tion to make such'a criticism, or guestion with &
good grace’ the finaucial features of our .propogi-
tion, L o .

The delegation was unauthorized, was it—or,
to use the language of the Aorning Chyonicle,
unconstitational? Who, 1 ask, suthorized Mc.
Howe to go to Boglaid and submit a proposition
on the part of Canada, New Bruoswick and
Nova Scotia? A portien of. the “Execucive

{ Council, of which he was s member. Who, I

ask again, delegated Mr, Howe to.go to Engiand
and borrow £150.000 at per? Five Executive
Councillors, residing in Halifax. With. ‘sach
illustrious precedent I @o not think that, under
the circumstances I have.enuwersted, the Go-
vernment bad any course opento_them but the
one pursacd, and that. they would have proved
recreant to their duty. as public wen .ha(I “they
adopted any, other, .. : nn

“Both mysell ad my colleagues folt that the

mission 'was one of deep responsibility, as the



PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

c1ge did not admit of our receiving instructions,
except of a very general character. .

I was fully aware of the consequences of the
step, but was prepared if the government of
whi b1 was a member. did not approve of our
proposition, to retire from it, and throw myself
broadly upon the jndgment of the country. 1 was
not ingensible of the peril it involved to the go-
vernment if endorsed by them, and 'was met in a
spirit of hostility and faction in the Legislature ;
but I was bound to do what I helieved the best
interegts of Nova Scotia demanded, and in cou-
junction wilh iny colleagues, I did that faithfully
and feavles:ly to the best of iy ability.

Believing as we did, that great results were
calculated to flow from the copstraction of an in-
tereolonial railway, the delegates from Canada,
New Brunswick, and ourselves, agreed to renew
the proposition to grant £20.600 sterling per
anonim, to assist in defraying the interest on the
capital required. until the road would pay. pro-
vided the British government would endorse our
guarantee, and give such further aid as would
induce British capitalists to carry the road from
Traro to Riviere du Loup. ‘

If Tum arked, sir, for the grounds upon which
we ventured such a proposition, let me point you
to the valusble and able exposition of this great
question by the hon Mc. Howe, when he was en-
deavoring to obtain the same result.

That hon gentleman scéms- to bave an opi
uion that I was formerly hostile to his scheme,
bat I can remind bim of circumstances that will
remove that impression. Noman in this eountry
was more captivaied bthan myself with the ¢lo-
quent and admirable letters by which he pressed
this question on the British Government. When
he subsequently came to wrest a seat from the
Conservatives of Camberland, he met no hostility
from me. Oa the contrary, on the day of nomj-
natiou I waited upon him with the ooncurrence
of the representative of 1he Township, Mr. Bent,
and the lcading men in the party, with aun offer
of a seat for the Township uncontested, ir. order
that be might carry ouat bis echeme from free
party. A compromise was made for the
county, aud I lent no aid to disturb that arrange-
ment. It was not until we found that Mr. Fulton
had left us, aud the whole scheme had broken
down, repudiated by BEarl Gray, that Mr. Howe
received apy opposition from myself.

Now, sir, I find in those interesting letters this
statement :—* Qae contif®ous Railroad commu-
nication with the great rivers and lakes of Cana-
da, or with the principal cities -of the United
Statés, would give an impetus to ihe social and
waterial prosperity of Nova Scotia whigh her
people.’ auticipate, in confident teliancé upon
their own reésources and on the bounties of Pro-
vidence. Give them both, and the trank line
through their country must beddme a source-of
prosperity to- the Province-—to its government,

only to be parslelled in the history of the new.
«World, by the-celebrated Erie Canal,” -

By accomplishing the line to Oanada, inter-
sected asit would be by the ling now constract-

ing from Shediac to- St. Jobhn, we kaew that the’

connection thence to Bangor must speedily fol-
low, Again, Mr, Howe says :—* If the road to
Nova Scotia iz coummenced, the spirits of' the

Colonists will' revive, It extended to Portland, |

iv will* prepare the-way,' to employ your Lord-
ship’s own language, *for the execution of the
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line to Quebec ; and it will contribute to the
same end, namely, that of rendering Halifuxr the
great port of communication between the lwo continents
of Burgpe and America.” Bright, sir, ‘as is the
coloring in this picture, it is not overdrawn, We
seer that mere local roads canuot realize any such
resnlt. ¢ The Americaps at this mument are
putting forth their utmost ekill to compete with
our ocean steamers. When the railroad is con-
structed across Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,
their boats must start from and return’ to Hali-
fax, or the competition will be at av end.”

*« While the nearest land to Europe is British
lerritory ~—while a harbor almost matchlees for
security and capacity, invites Englishmen to
build up within the empire a Btting rival to the
great commercial cities which are rising beyond
it, your lordship will readily comprebend the
depth and earnestoess of our impatience, to be
rescued from a position whieh wounds our pride
as British subjects. and is calculated rapidly to
generate the belief that the commanding position
of our country is either pot understood, or our
interests but lightly valucd.”

Th~ means of obtaining the revenues to liqui-
date a1l charges for interest. it was thas shewn
by Mur. H. could be realized beyond any doubt.

 We should make the iaterest of the loan we
now reqaire, a first charge on this surplus, in the
event of the railroud, not yielding tolls sufficient,
which, judging, by the experience of our neigh-
bours, we do not apprebend.

“ This surplus mast steadily inerease, becanse,
while population and revenue will probably dou-
ble within the next twenty jears, as it has doue,
almost without emigration or. railroads, during
the past twenty, the expenses of the givil go-
vernment will be but slightly augmented.

*The revenue could be, and if nucessury would
e, promptly increased, by raising the advaloremn
duly, readjusting specific duties, orif even that
were necessary, to sustain our credit with the
mother country, by a resert to a legacy, iucome,
or property tax.”’

The inflaence of an intercolonial railway up-
on. the advancement and materiul prosperity of
the Province was thus graphically drawn.

¢ I belicve that New Brunswick could, if mo-
derately aided, nltimately make ber great lines,
absorb aod provide farms for millioss of emi-
grants,—increasing the home marked for British
goods by the annnal amount of consamption,—
and, in a very few years, pay any loan she may
require to contract. without costing England a
farthing. The resources of Canada- are weil
known to your Lordships.

“ Her interest in these great works cannot be
exaggerated, and must be greatly enbaneed by
the approaching removal of the seat of govern-
ment to Quebec.  They would bring ber prodac-
tions to the seaboard at all seasons of the year ;
connect her by lines of communication with all
the other provinces, aud with the mother coun-
try 3 preparing the way for a great indusirial if
oot & political union, of which the citadel of Que-
bee would ultimately form the cenire. That her
goverament would: secenid any policy by which
this might be accomplished, there is no reason to
doubt,” - o« : o

-1 did not briug to the considerationof the sub-

jeet'the great experience and enlarged -ability
which' enabled — Mr. ‘Howe -to eshibit =0
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successfully the resources of these proviuces and
the gigantic resuls that might be expected 1o
flow from the accomplishment of Railway com-
munications between the provinces ; but I wonld
yield to no man in an ardent desire to effect what
1 believe wounld alone give this provionce an 0p-
portunity of achieving the position which nature
scems to bave intended she should occupy, and
which has been pourtrayed ia language more
cloquent than any Ican command.

Nor am I, sir, without hope that the exertions
of myself and my colleagues will be attended
with a < valuable impalse’’ to the undertaking.

I believe that everything that teods to make
our country, and onr regources and geographical
position better known to the statcsmen and capi-
talists of England, will not be without benefit.

Tor the first time in the history of this great
guestion, the difficulty of route was surmounted,
and the representatives of the three Provincial
Governments agreed upon & comion basis of
action, and pressed it unitedly upon the British
Government.

A large number of influential geutiemen, both
in and out of Parliament, have had their atten-
tion drawn to, and their feelings enlisted in our
proposition, and 1 would not be surprised to sce
the project bronght forward by the opposition in
{he Tmperin} Parliam-nt.

T am told that the time is gone by when Nova
Scotia would be warranted in taking such a step,
because there is now @ railway fiom Portland to
Montreal.

Mr. Howe not only agreed oo the part of Nova
Scolia to build some forty miles of railway be-
yond our borders into New Brunswick, bub to
Jastain it until it would pay, and then give it up
{0 that colony. and all this was done after the
line from Portland to Monireal was secured, as
will be seen by reference to the proceedings ab
{he Portland Couvention, when the Hon. J. 8.
Little of Portland, President of the Atlantic and
St. Lawrence Railroad, said—

« He had not expected to be called unpon to
make a speeeh, but be felt deeply interested in
the success of the scheme thal bad called this
convension together. He then adverted to the
great enterprize fa which the company over
which he prosided was engaged. He copsidered
it, however, a section only of the great thorough-
fare that would connect continents and countries,
{he enccess of which he considered certain. As
to the Portland and Montreal Railroad, be pled
ced bimself that it would be completed within

three years, and anpounced that ample means P

for it completien bad been secured and were on
hand.”

Had the British government concarred in our
proposition, what would have been our position?
A company of the fivst capitalists in the world
could have been found in 3 week, with ample
tesources to accomplish the work. Of course
they would haye been desirous to obfain our
portion of the line to Truro, either by purchase
on fair terms ot by reutal. If they paid- us 4
per cent it would retura us the £20000 pro-
mised, and the provinge would bave had the
immense benefite resulting from this great work,
without costing us anything beyond what we
now pay. But if they neither purchased or ren-
ted our line, the trafiic they must bring ovexr it
would render that which i now unproductive
remuneradive, and thus give us the means to pay
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the £20,000, Baf, air,
portant consideration connected with this ssheme,
We are alike bound by good faith with the Eastern
portions of this proviuee, and by regard to what I
belicve to be the best interests of the coaniry, 1o
carry this xoad to Pictou the moment we can obtain
the means, without embarrassing loo deeply our 7e-
sources.

1 am satisfed that we will never know what
even local railways will accomplish, until we
conneot the Gulf of St. Tawrence on the one
gide, with the Bay of Fundy on the other—and
had we been able Lo secure the [ntercolonial line,
it would have brought the Pictou Railway at
once within our reach, as a shord line would con-
nect that place with the trunk,

Notwithstanding it must have been obvious to
everybody how certainly the Inter-colonial scheme
would have secured the fine to Pictou, not only
the oppasition orgaas here, but also the Zastern
Chronicle Qid every thing in their power to dJe-
feat the delegation whilst the guestion was Be-
fore the British Government.

Most anxious to extend the Railway to Pictou,
ie ordered a sarvey ot the liae, that the Legisla-
ture mignt be able te have the necessary Lafor-
mation before them for their guidanea. 1 regret
to find that the difficully of reachinz the town of
Picton and connecting with the coal mines io-
voly. g 50 large an outlay as to compel the gov-
ernment rcluctantly t0 abandon the intention of
proceeding thitber, until another year has shewa
us what we are o expect from the line already
in operation, and farther developed our financial
position and ability to accomplish that work.

Turning to the Westward we find that the road
terminating at Windsor has rendercd the line
much ess profitable than it would have been, had
it been carried 7 miles further to Hantsport.

Now the terminus is upon 2 mud bank where
the communication is limited to an hour or two
at high water, a circamstance entirely fatal to it
as a continuous steam route. This may snit the
people of Windsor very well, but I caanot regard
it ag any other than a grave oversight or a crimi-
val sacrifice of the interests of all parts of the
province to (bose of a few individuals.

The survey to Haataport ghows that by an ex-
penditure of £112.000 the Avon may be bridged
and a level line of 7 wilesof additionalroad made
to carry us to Hantsport,whete 2 large steamer caB
mect the trains at all times of tide, placing us in
immediate conuectiongwith §t. John and the
United States, ns well as all the surrounding
ovtiong of the Basin of Minas.

The government in discharge of their daty to

{he conntry have thought it right to bave accn-

rate surveys and careful estimates made, both to
Picton on the one hand, aud Hants port on the
other. :
What we propose is {0 gpend this season in
thoroughly finishing the railways already opened,
and render the srranpgeroents 88 perfect and eco-
nomical as we can, hoping that at the ensuing
session we may meet the Legislatare with such
resulls ag will permit our extending the lines
without incuring any unjustifiable risk, by which
our credit might be serionsly imperilied aud irre-
trievable damage inflicted upon every portion of
the conntry. Lt wonld be most agieeahle to our
feelings to proceed without delay to Pictow, but
a stern sense of public duty cowpels us to pause
for ene year. C

there was another im- F




Tvespay, March 1st, 18569.

After some preliminary observations, the house
proceeded to the consideration of the order of
she day.

THE REPRESENTATION BILL, A

Hon. ATrorNey GENERAL said:—1 rise, Mr
Speaker, to move the second reading of the repre-
sentation bill, and in doing so, it becomes my
duty to explain to the house the principle of ibe
measare, and the mode in which that principle is
1o be applied. I regret, sir, that thiz bill does
not go further, but every hon. gentleman who
hears me, will admit that great difficulties are al-
ways experienced in dealing with the question of
representation, affecting as it must, the existing
iuterests of constituencies, and the individual in-
terests of  members of the Legislature. This is
more particularly the case where, as in this pro-
vince, the Legislature is composed of a compara-
~ tively small number of representaiives, To

reach a aniform and general system of represen-
tation, it is therefore, necessary that some saeri-
fice of individual interest should be made, other-
wise all hepe of amelioration or improvement in
our representative system must be abandoned.
The bill of last year was based on a general
prioeiple, which went largely to equalize the
Representation of Nova Scotia, and wouid bave
settled it on a comprehensive and egual hasis;
it required that the representaiion of certain
counties should be diminished, for the purpose of
doing justice to the resh. The government,
liowever, found that that measare could not be
carried, for even the representatives of counties
which were to receive additioual members of-
fered it their opposition. Attacked with the
most factions hostility and unfounded assertions,
| it became evident thab no allernative was lefl
to the government but iis entire abandonment,
or that it should be so modified as to place it
heyond .the necessity for any support from the
epposition. It becarme clear that the opponents
of the government, guided only by party views—
actuated ouly by party feeling, were determined
¥ to give their support 1o po measure introduced
¥ by the government, however caloulated to do
way with the anomalies in our representative
system, and give equal justice to the whole
people. -

The only course left- the administration last
session was to withdraw that bill from discussion,
und-have it published and circulated. Let me
ask what action was taken in respect of it during
the recess? - The opponents of the government
A assailed ib everywhere as being based on a prin-
¢iple subversive of the religious rights of a large
portion of the population, and invoked opposi-
jion to the measure of the most virnlent nature.
e adpministration therefore determiped, having

hoe of carrying the greater measure, to pro-
eeed as far ss they could towards removing the
ianomalies and rectifying the glaring inequalities
b of the present system, and the result of their
efforts is the bill now before the house.
Now, sir, let me call the attention of hon gen-
tlemen to the nature of the bill of last year, Let
it be:borne in mind that our representative sys-
tem is most unegual and unfair, not only as
respects the number : of representatives returned
hy the respective counties, but also as regards
the privilege egjoyed in the several eounties.
We have in this proviacg three distinet kinds of
1

]
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representation—county, township and district
The bill of last year wasg intended to remedy:the
inequalities, anomalies and incongrnities which
exist both within the counties themsclves, and
which exist between the counties in relation to
cach other,

The basis upon which the bill was framed was
the census of 1851, which, in my opinion, pre-
sents data upon which the house is quite justified
in acting, becausc it may safely be presumed thab
since that period, the population of the several
counties has increased in the same ratio. Ac-
gording to that census, Halifax in 1851 had a
population of 39,112 ; Pictou 25,592 ; Cape Bre-
ton 27,580. Since that period Cape Breton has
been divided, and the county of Victoria was set
off from it. Supposiug Victoria to bave a popu-
lation of 10,000, that would leave io Cape Bre-
ton 17,580 ; Inverness had 16,917 ; Lunevburg
16,395 ; Colchester 15,469 ; Cumberiand 14,339 ;
Hants 14,330 ; Annapolis 14,285 ; Kings 14,138 3
Syduey 13,467 ; Yarmouth 13,142; Digby 12-
252 ; Guyshorough 10,838 ; Shelburne 10,622 ;
Richmond 10,381 ; Victoria, as I have said, 10,-
000 ; and Queens 7,256, Now, sir, these coun-
ties return the following number of representa-
tives: Halifax 4 ; Pictou 3 ; Cape Breton 2;
Inversess 2 ; Lunenburg 8 ; Colchester 4 ; Cam-
berland 3; Hants 5; Annapolis 3; Kings 4 ;
Sydney 2 ; Yarmouth 3 ; Dighy 3 ; Guysborough
23 Shelbarne 8; Richmond 25 Vietorin 2:
Queens 3. =

The number of representatives for each county
under the present system—the changes proposed
by the bill of last year, and that contemplated
by the imeasure now before the house, will be
seen ab a glance on reference being made {o the
following table—

PRI
i £l821dg
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’ Popudation by SR I1Z2 183
Counrss. |\ rensug, 1851 | 8 5 | 55 | 8%
RN
vEs|8s
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2..{Pictou..... veices 25,5980 0 0,4..8..0. .5 ] 4
3..!Cape Breton, sayi....17.580....] .2..[..8..]..2.,
4..)lnverness. coevs .. e 16,917, 0000.8..00.8000..8,
5..\Lunenburg...... cee 18,395, .,.0..8..0..8....8.,
6..(Colehester.......1....15,469....1. .4.. B A
T../Cumberiand . ...[....14.830....4..8. {..3..1..8.,
8. Hauts. ... oo .. 14,330....{..5.. 3;4
9. .lAnnapolis . ,..14986....0..8 .1..8..]..8.,
10. . Kings, ... volen 1433800000040 008001080
11, . Syduey, coles 13,467, 000002008, 0.8,
12. . Yanmonth ... b33 142, ,00008000 .80 080
18..Digby.. ..o vuue L. 12,252.,,000.8...80..8,
14, lGuysborough.,..}....10,838....1..2..}..2..]..2..
15, . IShatburne. ovv. o e 10,622, .. 0800020 1) B0
18 . Richmond ....10.881 0000200020020,
17.. Victoria, say...,. sl 10,000, ., 00200002, .20
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It will be scen that 5 countics baving each a po-
pulation under 12,000 were to have iwo members
each; 11 counties with a population ranging
from 12,000 to 17,000 were each to bave 3 repre-
sentatives ; and 2 countics baving cach over 25,

000 population were so huve b vepresentatives

each. :
This table shews the great ineyualities of the

present system. Take for instance Pictou with’
its 25,592 inhabitants; that connty now refurns
but 3 members, while Colchester, with a popula--
ton of 15,469, or upwards of 10,000 less iban

Picton, sends four members to this house ; and

IR
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Hants, with but 14,330, or a little more than
half the population of Pictou, returns five mem-
cers. Again, sir, Kings, with bat 14,438 inhabi-
tants, has 4 representatives; while Annapolis,
with a somewhat larger population, has but
three. Under such circumstances, I ask whether
Legislative action was not necessary to remove
these most glaring inequalities ?

Let me now turn the attention of the house to
gome other incongruities equally flagrant. Cape
Breton with 17,000 inhabitants sends two mem-
bers—while Colchester with 15,000 returns four,
80 that the latter county with 2000 fewer inhabi-
tants sends double the number of representatives
returned by the former, Inveraess with a popu-
Iation of about 17,000 has but two—while Col-
chester has four ; Kings four, and Hants 5 mem-
bers. Imay be told that Cape Breton and In-
verness are to be brought under a different cate-
gory—that a different principle is to be applied
to them, because+they are Catholic counties. I
recognise no such principle—I look to every in-
habitant of this province as a Nova Scotian, en-
titled to equal political rights, independantly
alike of his religious or political opinions, and
when such a ery as this is raised, I regard it as
the expiring gasp of faction—the dying struggle
of a party catching at any pretext to save itself
from political death. But, sir, it is not only as
between Protestant and Catholic counties that
these desparities exist. Lunenburg purely Pro-
testant, with over 16,000 population has three
representatives—while Colchester with 15,000
returas four and Hants with 14,000 retarns five
members to this house, ‘

If it had been designed to create a system of
representation altogether unequal—giving to
some counties, an undue preponderance over
others, and an unfair weight and influence in this
house, the object could not have been more effi-
caciously carried out, then it is under our pre-
sent system. But our representative system is
not the result of design ; it has grown tp under
circumstances. In young countries it will al-
ways be found ihat the more fruitful portions
and those which give greater facilities for the
conduct of commerce being first seitled, acquire
naturally greater power and inflaence in the
state. So hasit been in Nova Scotia ; but we
have now to consider whether the circumstances
which gave rise to these inequalities having pass-
ed away, we ought not as fast as possible fo re-
medy those inequalities, and, as far as we can,
place all Nova Scotians on an equal footing.

By the bill of 1858 two counties, namely,
Picton and Halifax, were to have 5 members
Qape Breton, Inverness, Lunenburg, Colchester,
Cumberland, Hants, Annapolis, Kings, Sydney,
Yarmouth and Digby, with populations varying
from 12,000 to 17,000, had each 3 members ; and
Guyshorougb, Shelburne, Richmond, Vietoria and
Queens, whose populations extend from 7,000 to
10,000, were to have each two members. It will
be scen, then, that the bill of last year, being
based on the principle of population, did fairly
calry out that principle, and would have recti-
fied the evils and removed the anomalies of our
present system. I have before stated that this
measure was not only opposed by the members
of those counties whose representation was re-
duced, among whom were many supporters of
the government, but the representatives of those
counties which were to be increaged, ineluding Pic-
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tou , that wasto be raised to b representatives—fac-
tioasly combined to defeat the measure. Failing
thus to carry out their views to the full extent,
the government were compelled to fall back upon
a less extensive change—a remedial measure,
which could be carried without the aid of the
opposition, They have therefore proposed the
bill now before the house, which, while it does
not go .to the full extent they could desire, re-
moves many of the most glaring and unjust ine-
qualities that the present system presents.

The bill of 1858 also did away with the old
gystem of township representation ; all the coun-
ties in the province, with the exception of Hali-
fax and Pictou, were to return county members
-—while those two were divided into districts.
So that the system was reduced to county and
district representation. Let it not be said, then,
that the bill of 1858 was not a just and equal
measure ; its principle was single and simple, that
of population, and that principle it carried into
operation with perfect impartiality.

Now, sir, it has been eaid that population is
not the only basis on which our representation
should be founded—that education, prcperty,
real and personal, and especially the agricultu.
ral interests of a county, should be considered.
The gentlemen who have raised this objection do
not inform us by what scale we are to be guided
in applying their own principle; and inasmuch
as they condemn both the biil of last year and
that now before the house, I must assame that
they believe that the system now in existence is,
according to their principles of comparison, just
and right. Let me try their views on their own
grounds.

Take Pictou and Colchester. Picton, with
25,000 population, has 3 members, Colchester,
with 15,000, has 4. Why should Pictou be thus
inferior to her neighbor? The answer must he,
according to the gentlemen opposite, that in edu-
cation, intelligence. property and agricultural im-
provement, Colchester is so far superior to Pictou
ag to justify that great inequality ; and the mem-
bers for Pictou and the radical paper of that
county we must assume alike acquiesce in the
degrading comparison, becaunse they have con-
curred in denouncing the bill.

Again, sir, you have Cumberland with 14,339
population, and Amnnapolis with 14,206 inhabi-
tants each, with but 3 members; while Hants,
with 14,303, returns 5. Are the counties of Cum-
berland and Annapolis, then, so far beneath
Hants in education, intelligence, wealth and agri-
culture that this most glaring desparity should
be continued ?  We point to the inequality as a
blot and a stain—an excrescence on our parlia-
mentary representation,~when up rises Hants
and replies—we admit that in point of popula-
tion you are our equal, but in education, infelli-
gence, property snd agricultural improvemens |
we excel you in the propoxiion of 5 to 3. On be-
half of Annapolis, sir, 1 enter my protest against
such self exaltation on the part of any county. I
will pass through the beautiful valley of the An-
napolis river, and enter every house, with the
best judges you can select, and in refinement of
manners, education, inteliigence, moral sentiment
—in indeperdence of character and circuwnstan-
ces, agricultural and mechanical progress, I will
challenge comparison - between that fine county
and any in the province.

But, again, we have been told in effect, that




# their opposition on that part is futile,
8 hear of religion as the distinction in representa-
g tion, I inquire again—will those who oppose
| the prosent measure, explain the extent of the
§ difference they propose to’ be made between Ca-

. ness should continue ?
'~ fested its intelligence by sending to this house

1 that to be the scale ?
- to have more than double or treble the privilege

1

| the elective privilege of some places must be re-
| stricted, in consequence of religious opinijot.

It
s & broad principle indeed, aud a bold one that

| would bring us to a position so startling. We
! aretold, in smbstance, that certain counties are

Protestant, and therefore, that they are entitled
to peculiar privileges ; it follows, that those dif-
ferently circumstanced as to religion belief, are
to be subjected to peculiar deprivation. Do gen-
tlemen opposite really propound that as doc-

4 trine which ought to be our guide, in framing a
4 hill for the representation of the province of Nova
7 Scotia 2 The representation at present isun-
2 aqual, and anomalous, and demands change; if
i changed, the altersion must be on some prinei-
7 ple that can bet undersood. The bill of 1858
i was based on population—and we are told that
: that is not proper,—but that education, and in-
¢ telligence, and preperty, should also be consider-
i ed. If gentlemen opposite cannot give us some

means by which to measure these qualifications,
When we

tholic and Protestant, and how much lower in the
scale one is to stand than the other? We must
have some standard. Is it right, I inquire, that
the existing difference between Hants and Inver-
Inverness, that has mani-

the leader of the opposition!! Take these two
places as the guide to judge of the representa.
tion. Hantg, by last census, had a population
of 14,000 ; Inverness of 16,000,~but Hants sends
five representatives, and Inverness two. Is that
the ratio—the relative proportion which gentle-
men opposite would establish between the Pro-
testent and Catholic people of Nova Scotia 2 g
Is a Protestant population

of & Cathelic population? TLet gentlemen be
plain aod speak out. Let them not shrink from
the consequences of their own principles.

I do not intend to dwell on a principle so in-
congruous to our netions of justice and constitu-
tional right, but to touch it merely at this time,
because the bill of 1858 being now withdrawn it
is less important. The man.must be bold who
would calculate on the credulity or the ignorance
of the people, so far as te propound the doctrine
that the free exercise of religious opinion should
be visited by the abridgment of political rights.
This question of religious distinction comes with
less force after the singular speech made on
Saturday by the member for Windsor. He has
a manner of illustrating his opinions which pre-
vents them from being readily forgotten. We
all recolleet his illustration of the decayed or-
ange, in reference to the Legislative Council. On
Saturday he remarked, that divide the plum-pud-
ding as you mighs, there would remain still the
same number of plums in it ; and thus he went
on to show tha arrange the province as you
Please, you camnof make more Catholics in it
than there are—that they are asmall minority, so
outnumbered by Frotestants asto leave no dan-
ger of their ever acquiring ascendancy. This
helps me in the views which I urge on the consi-
deration of the house, for thus:ii appears that not
only is the argument drawn from religious dis-
tinction wnsound in principle, and hateful in
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character-but, it the hon member is to be believ-
ed, needless and uncalled for. If he be oorrecs,
it has not even the excuse of expediency. If it
be true that Catholics are so small 2 minority—
if they are to continue to be so outnumbered by
other denominations, then what means the ery
raised, that the bill 6f 1858, based on & principle .
so fair, was designed to effect the injury of the
Protestants of Nova Scotia, and t0 overbear the
veligious rights of any part of the population ?-

The bill pow before the house, as I have:
already said, does not go the length of the for-.
mer bill; it is inferior to it, because it does not.
deal with the subject on so broad and general
a principle. That bill was rendered impractica:
ble by the factious opposition urged against it. -
In consequence of the opposition of those whose:
counties were to have diminished representation,
the bill was impracticable, except the coun-
ties which were to be benefitted concurred in
sustaining it. That measure was designed to
remedy both of the evils that exist—the inequali-
ties between counties, and the inequality within
counties. The first of these involved the dimi-
nution of regresentation in some of the counties;.
the present bill abandons that to a great extent,
it being found impracticable for the reasons
given—from the repugnance to be expected in
reference to those whose privileges were dimin-
ished, and from the banding together of geatle-
men opposite. The present bill sims to remedy
the other evil--the inequality that exists within
several of the counties—the inequality of tho
privileges of one aet of electors as compared with
another portion in ghe same county ; and I ask
the attention of the house to the position of the
representation in that respect. Such inequality
exists in the counties of Halifax, Kings, Pictou,
Digby, Anuapolis, Luneabarg, Ilants, Camber-
land, Cape Breton, and Richmond. o all these
great inequalities appear, in veference to tho
exercise of the elective franchise by electors with-
in each county. FKor instance, Halifax township
sends two, and the county two, while the town-
ship does not comprise half the votes of the
whole county. A consequence of tle present
mode is, that all the inhabitants fying west of
this harbour unite in sending four representa.
tives, two county and two township ; while oll to
the eastward possess the privilege of sending two
only. The county is of great extent, reaching
more than 100 miles from Halifax to the borders
of the county of Guysborough, anl inciuding
several classes of inhabitants.

The settlement of Musqnodoboit presents & fair
specimen of agricultural wealth and activity, as
compared with any of the other counties. Along
the shores are settlements of fishermen, and
others, who derive their living in coast employ-
meunts, separated from ciher portions of the inha-
bitants, not more by agricultaral position,-than
by general habits and modes of business. ' The
eastern district not only has not equal privileges,
but ac the western comprises the city of Halilax,
and contains an overwhelming portion of the
electors, the other distriet beside having unequal
distribution of privileges, can scarcely bave an
efficient voice in sending a county member, ex-
cept the wes: refrains from overruling their
opinions.” The bill proposes to separate the coun-
ty into two districts, giving the castern two mem-
berg, and the western thyeo ; thus rendering the
people to the eastward that measure of justice
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which they have long sought, aud were well en-
titled to. Thenext county which the bill pro-
poses to ameliorate is that of Pictou. It has
three representatives now, the bill proposes to
give tour, and to separate the county into two
electoral divisions, each having the free choice of
two representatives. The township of FPictou
now sends one member, asd the connty two,—
and the consequence is, that the townships of
Egerton and Maxwelton are excluded from the
privilege enjoyed by the other township. It may
be said that the bill does not increase the privi

lege of voting to any in Picton. That is true, be-
cause to give the county the right of sending
four members by one vote would not be prudent,
as regards the general interests of the province ;
but it separates each district from iuterference of
the other, while each has the privilege of sending
two representatives to guard its particular inter-
csts ; which would not be so, if all were to be
county representatives, .Another county in
which such disparity appears, is that of Cape
Breton. The township of Bydney sends a mem-
ber to this house ; but outside of that lownship
are three others, St. Andrew’s, Mir®, and Louis-
burg, besides smaller settlements which do not
enjoy the fra chise equally with Sydney. The
bill preposes Po put these townships on an equal
footing.

In Lunenbutrg great inequality exists. Run-
ning through the centre of the country, is the
township of Lunenburg, whieh sends one mem-
ber, while on either side arc the townships of
Chester, New Dublin, and LaHave, each larger
in area than the first named township, and they
enjoy inferior electoral privileges. The bill pro-
poses to remedy this inequality. We have also
Cumberland, which exhibits much irregularity
of representation. The township of Amherst
is small compared with the entire arca; but it
enjoys a privilege from which V:.lace, Pugwash
River Philip, Macean, Minudie, Advocate,
Parsboro’, and other districts, are excluded.
This bill desigos to put those places on an
equality. Hants stands distinguished for an
anomalous state of representation. With its five
mem bers, giving it advantage in comparison with
all other counties, it prescnis a most flagrant
instanece of incquality within its own limits.

Thoe townships of Falmouth, Windsor, and
Newport, Iying in onc corner of the county, and
not one third of the entire area, send each a mem-
ber, while Uniacke, Kempt. Noel, Douglas, Raw-
don, Maitland, Nine Mile River, aud other places
are deprived of similar privilege. Isit unjust to
place those on an equality ¢ 1t was rumarked on
Saturday that the bill does not in all cases give
an increased voice to the sections thus relieved.
Is it nothing, however, to remove the inequality,
-—to give to ecach district a right to choose a re.
presentative to attend to local objects and inter-
esis.

In Anunapolis, the township of Wilmot¢, and the
settlements of Albapy, Springfield, Maitland,
Dathousie, and others, are all excladed from the
privilege enjoyed by Annapolis and Granviile.
The bill places these on an equal footing. Is
justice done? A petitien from Wilmot, strange
to say, has been presented against the bill, al.
though it elevates the township to a footing of
equality, and gives it three votes instesd of the
single vote it now possesses. So it is also in
Kings county ; Avles'ord, Dalhousie, and other
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distticts are excluded from the privileges enjoyed
by the electors of Corwallis and Horton. In the
county of Digby also, portions of the people are
debarred from privileges. enjoyed by the town-
ships of Digby and Clare. In the county of
Richmond, the small township of Isle Madame
sends a member, while L’Ardoise, Bourgoise, and
other places in the county are ¢xcluded. The
bill places all equally. These remarks include
the ten counties to which I previously referred.

Here let me enquire whether the alterations
propoed by the bill in this respect are just-and
right in themselves, Is it right to do away with
the inequalities of representation that exist with-
in the counties? It it he, the bill is framed on
a just and proper principle, and it will require a
large amount of eloquence and argument to
prove the reverse. I know not by what process
of reasoning the member for Tunenburg is to be
satisfied that the people of Chester, New Dublin,
and LaHave ought to stand inferior in electoral
rights to the inhabitants of the township of Lu-
nenburg. I know not how the member for Hants
is to appreciate the argument that Noel and
Maitland, Kempt and Rawdon, Uniacke and
Douglas, ought to be held inferior to the inhabi-
tants of Falmouth, Windsor and Newport. The
mode in which the evil is to be remedied is this:
Having found nccessary, for the reasons given,
to leave untouched, except to a small degree,
the numerical inequality of vepresentation, as
comparing one county with another, and con-
fining oursclves to the imequalities within the
counties, we dealt with those counties which by
the bill are to return more than three members
each, viz., Kings, Pictou, Hants, Colchester, and
Halifax ;--(removing one {rom Hants, and giv-
ing the member to Pictou,) we bave five coun-
ties, each sending above three,—and of these
Halifax is to bave five represenlatives; Pictou,
Colchester, Hants, and Kings, four each. The
bill then divides each of those counties into two
clectoral districts, giving to each the choice of
two representatives, except in the case of Halifax,
where the western district is to have three. This
1 thiok is fair ; it places the system of represen-
tation, so far, on a preper basis— it does away
with the anomaly of double representation and
double voting in countics—it prevents toc large
a vote by any one constituerncy, and gives to the
counties thus divided, the advantage of having
the particular interests of each district under the
care of two members, selected among themvelves
for that portion, without the interference of any
neighbering township, Of the remaining coun-
ties having not more than three members each,
over which the operation of the biil is required
frem the inequality within them, the proposition
is to bring them to a uniform system, by creating
only county members. -

There would then remain the counties which,
represented by county members, calls for no
change in the mode of representation under the
present bill,—such as Inverness, Sydney, Guys-
borough, Victoria. One other class remains,
conristing of three counties which would 'still re-
tain the double mode of representation, by means
of townehips ; these are, Yarmouth, Shelburne,
and Queens. These are not brought under the
operation of the bill, because they do not present
the evil which the bill is mainly designed to re-

wedy. The inequality of representation ex-
isting in other places, does not appear in these
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counties. In Yarmouth, the townships of Yar-
wmouth and Argyle embrace the whole county,
and also are separated, not only as regards the
clection of representatives, but in reference to the
arrangement of local affairs ; each has its own
scssion house, and is complelely distinct in the
management of township concerns.  Similar re-
marks apply to Shelburne asd Barrington. In
Queens county also, the disiricts comprise the
whole county, and the existing division was only
vecently made.

The bill then does not aim at reducing the re-
presentation of those countics which have now
more representatives than they are numerically
entitled to, except by the removal of & member
fror: Hants., That county is so very unequally
situated, that to take one from it cannot be con-
siderad an extravagant exercise of power. It would
then have four members in common with Kings,
Colchester, and Pictou, and Halifax five ;—Hants
thus, would have with its 14,000 population, as
many as Pictou with 25,000. and double the num-
her of Cape Breton with its 17,000, and one more
than Lunenburg, of which the population is more
numerous. It would thus be on the same footing
with the most privileged, cxcept Halifax, which
is the metropolitan county, and has a population
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of nearly 40,000. One other feature in the bill
was requisite, to meet a special inequality. In-
verness, with a population of about 17,000, is re-
presented by two members. T should suppose
there enght to be no objection to giving an ad-
ditional member to that county, and so raising it
to the electoral rank of Lunenburg,—and to no
higher position than is occupied by Annapolis,
with its 14,000, and Yarmouth with its 13,080
inhabitants. I may be asked why is this not car-
ricd out? Why is not other increase of represen-
tation made on the same principle? I answer,
that wonld be to ecnlarge the whole number of
this house too much. A neighboring county to
Inverness, Cape Breton, might well demand the
same measure of consideration, but that county
has recently obtained in another form, an in-
crease of representation ; it is not long since
Victoria was separated from it. It had thea two
members, and Victoria had two given ; vo that
the 27,000 inhabitants there, have four represen-
tatives. That is deemed sufficient reason for not
doing for Cape Breton what might seem equal
justice, as compared with Inverness.

[The Reporter has not furnished the manu-
script of the remainder of the Attorney General’s
speech.]



