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vision of Kzekiel is being fulfilled on an unprecedented
scale. The valley of vision is now the world. The bones
and sinews are coming together. The flesh and skin are
covering them above. What is needed is the breath of the
Spirit; the higher life of inspiration by which they may

T is a privilege to be asked to give a call to arms to
young Methodists throughout the world. Upon them
Tests the responsibility under God of so playing their
part in the twentieth century that Methodism shall

not be added to the spent forces of the past, but should,
with splendid faith and consecration, take its part in
moulding the spiritual history of the futur The Metho-
dist revival of the eighteenth century has, perhaps, done
more than any other religious movement to shape the
spiritual convictions and ideals of the Knglish-speaking
races throughout the world. All dispassionate historians
have recognized its untold influence in renewing and deep-
ening Christian experience, in promoting evangelical ag
gression, in purifying morals, and in
quickening humane sympathies, Tts pre-
vailing spirit, rather than its intellectual
achievements, has made evangelical the-
ology more gracious and generous than
ever before. Its services to the new com-
munities which have sprung up through-
out the world during the past two cen-
turies have been unspeakable. No more
providential movement has taken place in
the whole history of the Christian Church

All this has given to young Methodists
a priceless inheritance and set them an
extremely high standard of consecrated
service. Every distinctive element of its
influence, rightly understood, is more con-
genial to the twentieth century than to
either of those that have gone before.
Spiritual experience, world wide evangel-
ism, broad humanity, are the religious
watchwords of our age. Of each of these,
and of all in combination, Methodism, ARV I
All that is required is that the rising
generation should have the insight to perceive tlie true
meaning of the Methodist tradition, the high courage
and unworldliness that are needed in order to give full
expression to it at the present day. Concentration upon
the highest and consecration to give effect to it,—these
are the two things that above all are wanted. All that
need be added is the joyful confidence and the boundless
energy that marked our forefathers in their service to
the Kingdom of Christ.

A new world is at present in the making. The federa-
tion of mankind is no longer a dream of visionaries, but
is becoming part of the practical politics of the world. The
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live. In other words mankind is becoming before our
eyes one vast organism, and what it waits for is the redemp-
tion and quickening through which the transforming grace
of Christ may control and empower the activities of the
world

To make the Gospel known to all mankind, this is the
first task. call is the first that should be
heard by young Methoc It should embrace and di-
rect every sympathy and endeavour of
their lives, The first-fruits of this mis-
sionary endeavour will be the promotion
of close fellowship between all churches
and all peoples, While promoting this
wider fellowship young Methodists should
seek to bring all English-speaking peoples
together in the closest co-operation, to
promote the interests of Christianity and
humanity whenever they are endangered
by international action.

Another great task is opening up he-
fore the civilized communities of the
world, This is o secue for the weakest
and most defenceless such favourable con-
ditions of life as will promole and not
injure their highest welfare, The forces
of selfishness, impulse, and arbitrary free-
dom must be controlled and transformed
by the highest conscience of the commun-
ity as a whole. Tf the heathen world is
to be won for Christ, the Christian peo-
ples must present to the world an object
lesson of what the Christian religion can do, not merely
in the individual, but in the economie, social, and political
spheres, to uplift humanity and to make Christian civiliza-
tion a pattern to the world. Above all, young Methodists
should exemplify and uphold the moral interests upon
which the worth and future of our civilization depend.
The call and opportunity reveal unbounded possibilities.
Happily the grace and power of Christ are more than
sufficient to enable us to answer to them. Let us seek the
Baptism of the Spirit, and then go forth, with joyful
courage, to our great task,

The missionar
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From the dawn of life's early morning,

when the first awakening rays of moral

open the door of a new

"*Thou art the same, and Thy years
shall not fail.”
¥ “Jesus Christ, the same
and to-day, and forever."

yesteirday

T is significant that the writer of
Hebrews opens his  epistle with a
positive statement regarding the un-

changing Christ, and closes it wih an
ingpiring reminder that though many
may be the experi-
, they may confidently
count on the unfailing presence and help
of the Friend whose “years shall not
fall” and who in the fulfilment of His
own personal assurance, “ Lo, I am with
you alway,” pre Himself from age to
age, “the same yesterday, and to-day, and
forever.”

The time is opportune for us to remind
ourselves of the same indubitable truths
Swiftly the months pass by in the tire-
less march of years, and calendar
changes repeatedly emphasize for us the
mutability of all human affairs, and the
limited extent of earthly life. But in it
all, happy is the man who cultivates the
upward look and with expectant faith
and hope, prays, “ O Thou who changest
not, abide with me.”

Another year has passed by, a new one
presses on, and we count ourselves as
twelve months older, What then? Age
is not primarily so mueh a matter of
physical as of spiritual being, and the
secret of perpetual uth is in personal
intimacy with and resemblance to Him
who 15 ¢ nally young Let the new
year, therefore, find the elders among us
looking up. No man is old as long as he
aspires, and in “Jesus Christ, the same
yesterday, and to-day, and forever,” is
the fulfilment of the highest aspirations
of which the human ul is capable,
Would you keep young Think of Him

the unchanging Ch and not only
will such thoughts renew and revivify
the hopes and aims of long ago, but in
the turning of the ars you will, despite
their increasing number, be sustained in
glad and buoyant youthfulness of spirit
even though the frosts of many winters
may have sprinkled your hair with sil
very snow, and the responsibilities of
life have furrowed your brow with lines
of care, Let the elders vefoice in Him,

But to the young, this thought of the
Unfalling One should ensure an inspiring
entrance into another year, The door
swings backward on the Old Year and it
I8 closed forever with only memories of
the past remaining to gladden or sadden
us. The door swings forward and we
are ushered In to the New Year with a
sense of possession that whispers to us
of unmeasured possibilitles lying ahead
if we but go forward guided and sus-
tained by Him who knows the whole way,
and who is sufficient for every emergency
that may arise

That last fact is the Apostle's thought
of Christ. He is all we need, and in Him
our all of need is met.

What a ground of confidence is here!
Is it temptation that confronts us with
the subtle poison of sin hidden within
some apparently harmless exterior? He
Is still able to succor those who are
tempted

Is it trial by which our heartstrings

are torn with grief and out eyes overflow
with tears. He is still the One whose
comfort is tenderer than a mother's
words of love and cheer.

Is it doubt that, spectral like, con-
fronts us and makes us afraid in the
gloom and cloud of unbelief? He is still
the Great Teacher willing and waiting to
guide us into all truth.

But who can make inventory of all
Christ is to those who know Him and
who cultivate His personal friendship?

The possessions of earth may be
mathematically computed, even the value
of human fellowship may be measurably
stated,

“ But those who find Thee, find a bliss
Nor tongue, nor pen can H’l(l\\',
The love of Jesus, what it is,
None but His loved ones know.”

world to the little child~to the setting
sun of human probation when the aged
pligrim passes out of the earthly taber-
nacle into the heavenly temple, Christ
is both appropriate and sufficient for
every need.

To realize this truth and regularly util-
ize its graclous provisions, is the one
sure way to make permanent additions
to our stor: of personal character, and
to find strevgth for the faithful discharge
of daily duty.

While, therefore, we wish added tem:
poral blessings to our young friends, our
supreme wish for them is that they may
start the New Year with a clear sense
of the spiritual presence and friendship
of the ever-living One, and that each new
day of the coming year may find them
strong to labor and skilful to achieve
for Him who is all He ever was, and will
continue to be the one unfailing Friend
to every seeking soul as long as human
life endures. or human needs exist. Take
any motto you will for the year ahead;
but however noble its sentiments may
be, write above it and weave into it the
blessed truths of our initial texts, and
you shall prove them as true in the
twentieth as they were in the first Chris-
tlan century, and daily rejoice in Him,
“Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and
to-day, and forever.

Something Absolutely New

The General Board Makes a Beginning

Lantern Evenings at Little Expense
A Depot of Lanterns and Slides Established

An Occasional Picture Programme for Your League
All Needed Supplies Provided at the Least Possible Cost

HIS is simply an announcement

I about pictures, not an argument

for their use. Their value as in
fluential factors in the education of the
young is admitted on every hand, and
their effects on the character for either
good or evil is beyord question. But to on-
ly a Yew of our Leagues is the ownership
and regular use of a lantern poseible. It
has long been the desire of the General
Secretary to be able to place within the
reath of all our young people, for oc-
casional use in their meetings, a simple
vet efficlent outfit that w'll afford them
the opportunity of aa enjoyable and pro-
fitable pictoria! programme. By provision
of the General Board, and by the liber-
ality of a few friends who have made
special contributions to this new depart-
ment, we are able to announce a begin-
ning.

Bach of our five Field Secretaries is
being provided with a lantern equinment
by which the purpose and scope of our
Sunday School and Young People's work
will be illustrated. Every phase of Sun-
day School and League life will be shown
and the educative influence will be great
and permanent. Hvidence of this was
given in the letter from Alberta in our
last issue, referring to Mr. Westman’s
illustrated lectures there.

Through the generosity of Mr. Geo. W.
Gibbard, Napanee, Mr. Westman was pro-
vided with his equipment several months
ago, and his popular use of it adds much
to the effectiveness of his public addres-
ses. Through the increased’ offerings
of some of our Toronto Sunday Schools
and the personal subseriptions of Mr,
Chester Massey and Hon. Geo. A. Cox,
we are enabled to extend the work, and
not only will all the other Field Secre-
tarien be fully provided, but a start is

made towards supplying the needs of our
local Societies individually.

If (his provision is apprec.ated and
utilized by them, it is our expectation
and hope to greatly add to our store of
supplies and make our lantern depart-
ment large enough and complete enough
to meet all demands that may be made
upon it, Al present the General Secre-
tary can offer, for an evening, to any Sun-
day School or League, on terms which
will be made fully known by letter to the
~pplicant, a lantern outfit, complete in
every particular and easily within the use
of any intelligent person who will follow
a few simple and plain directions, and
the following sets of slides: —

1. The Queen City. 100 views of Tor-
onto, showing its main buildings, parks,
streets, exposition, sports, and people.
These slides are all from exclusive nega-
tives, and cannot be either hired, bor-
rowed, or bought elsewhere.

2. Toronto to the Coast. 100 views of
Canada as one would see it in a trip to
the Pacific Province, and comprising
scenes of city and town, mountain and
prairie, almost wholly the product of the
General Secretary’s own camera i his
travels to the West.

3. From Calgary to Port Simpson. 100
views wholly in British Columblia, il'us-
trating its mountains, lakes and rivers,
and showing incidentally many direct
and new pictures of our Church’s work
in the Pacific Province.

The above three subjects are attrac-
tive pictorial “Travel Talks,” dealing
with our own country westward and are
almost without exception the outcome of
the writer's own photograpbic work. The
following sets are selected from the lists
of the best English manufacturers and
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will be useful for literary evenings at

any time,

4. The Life of Jonn Wesley. About 75
cholce colored slides, Illustratin; the
career and labors of the Founde: of
Methodism.

6. The Life of Martin Luther, A set
of about 50, similar to the above, dealing
with the great reformer.

6. A mixed programme.
various sections or parts, eg, (1)
Among the sealers of Newfoundland;
(2) “Enoch Arden,” (poem); (3) “The
Village Blacksmith” (poem); (4) “Ex-

sIsior” (poem), and similar subject mat-
wr—in all providing a capital evening's
programme.

Additions ‘will be made to these sets
a8 time progresses. In each case, either
type-written or printed descriptions will
accompany the views, and no trouble
need be experienced in presenting the
whole both artistically and entertain-
ingly.

Our desire is to place within reach of
all, even the purely country Leagues, an
equipment which can be nsed with pleas-
are and profit anywhere, and at a mini-
mum of cost. Furthéer particulars will
be cheerfully given to all enquirers by
letter,

Note.—This announcement is sufficient
for the present, and will test whether or
not our Socletles within reasonable dis-
tance of the General Office, desire to im
prove the privileges and opportunities
herein offered them. Address in every
case the General Secretary and Rditor,
Wesley Buildings, Toronto,

100 slides in

District Essay Contest

In the March number of this paper,
Essay Contests to include the whole
District were recommendetl by Mr. Howie
in his article on Literary Evenings in the
League, At least one District has r
ported on this plan, and the following
extract from a letter received from the
President of the District League (Wiar
ton) will make the method clear, Mr.
Aiken says, “After our Conventlon last
year, I called the Executive together and
asked that each Distriet Vice-President
carry out some definite work to help the
local Leagues, Under the guidance of
Mrs. C. P. Foster, Literary Vice-Presi-
dent, we decided to carry out the Essay
Contest as suggested in the Era. Each
local League was requested to have an
Essay Contest among themselves, using
the subjects suggested by the District
officer. These essays were to be Judged
locally, and the best essay was to be sent
on to the District Convention in compe-
tition with the others. The District
gave a prize for the best essay received
A number of splendid essays were for-
warded, and the prize was awarded to
Miss Walpole of the Oxenden League, for
her essay on ‘What can I do in a general
way to make my country better and
brighter?”  The reading of the prize
essays from the local Leagues makes
a splendid Literary Evening for the Dis-
trict.  We intend to try this plan again.”

We strongly recommend this plan to all
Districts, and if we find that any number
of District Third Vice-Presidents are tak-
ing the matter up and working it through
their territory, we shall be pleased to
recommend that the General Board award
a suitable prize to the writer of the best
essay submitted out of the whole, The
General Secretary and Editor will be
delighted to hear from any District Bx-
ecutive on this matter. Your District
will be the gainer if your young people
enter heartily into such a friendly compe-
tition as the Wiarton District has just
concluded.  Miss Walpole’s essay will
be found on page twelve of this paper.

Bl

Some Good Things to Come

We shall endeavor in every issue of our
paper fo pregent to our readers an attrac-
tive and wholesome bill of fare, We do
not expect to please everybody. No editor
ever did that. But we shall try to profit
all who read our pages. The “ Men of
Whom You Ought to Know " and “Season
able Canadian Scenes” will run through
the year. Look for some splendid pic
tures of Dr, Burwash and of Victoria Col
lege next month, and keep your eye open
for “The Harvest of the Snow.” It is
surely coming. Next month we begin a
series of articles graphically describing a
tour through Luther's country, written by
Rev. F. E. Mallott, who recently spent
several months in Germany. They will
be finely illustrated. The junior pages
will contain bright and happy faces of
some of our little folk as the Editor is
privileged to see them through the eye of
hig camera on his rounds from place to
place, A number of excellent articles
dealing with the practical gide of Sunday
School and Epworth League work are
already in type, and will be given as op
portunity occurs. Anno ment  will
soon be made as to the Weekly Topics for
1913-14, We shall welcome any sugges
tions as to this list for our young people's
meetings. We call attention to pages 18
to 22 in this issue. The Dialogue there
given will be found practicable to many
of our societies, and as frequently as
possible we shall give something similar
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In purpose. Altogether we feel justificd
in promising twelve good issues if ow
plans prevail, and trust our friends will
do their part to maintain the interest and
steadily increase the circulation of our
paper. '

A Hive of Be's

A friend in Stayner tells in a letter of
a programme held there some time ago.
It was entitled “ A Hive of Be's” She
says, “We made our programme cards
the shape of hives, decorated them with
plctures of bees, and tied them with yel
low ribbon. These cards were distributed
to the members as they came into the

room. As each person programme
there was no need of calling out the
names of those taking part A number
of papers w read, Be polite, be
prompt, be tru be prudent were sub-
Jects treated in order. One of these, the

first named, we are pleased to give on
page thirteen in this numbe It can be
caslly seen how Interesting and prac
tically suggestive such an evening's pro-
gramme may be if pains be taken with
its preparation, The very emblem of the
evening--a beehlve—suggests busy work
ers, and as with honey so with the whole-
some sweetness of an Epworth League,
where all are Industrious and united,
there is no lack, But bees have no place
for drones inside the hive, and evem so
the League i8 no place for any nnc"t(.
simply put in the time .Ilvlu‘,(m others.

Men of Whom You Oughis. to Know

REV. A. C. CREWS, D.D.
Editor Sunday School Publications .

There were sent to press during last year 320 issues in the 310 working
days. giving a total number of pages of 127,853,864 or an average stream of
official papers of 412,432 pages per day, being the average of eight working
hours per day of 51,554 pages. This vast stream of healthful literature floods
our country from the Atlantic to the Pacific.
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The Missionary Yacht “Iwyll” and Her Work on Kootenay

Lake, British Columbia

HEN, two years ago, it was found

W that the C. P. R. had about sixty
ports of call on Kootenay Lake,

and that our Church had but two mis-
sions there, the conviction was reached
that more must be done in the way of
missionary service to the whole region, if
the immediate needs of the settlements
being established all along the shores
were to be met, and something like an
adequate beginning be made for future

expansion. It was ly manifest that
only by boat co these places be
visited, and to h and equip her
for the service bec the supreme desire

and purpose, for the time being at least,
of Rev. John Calvert, then stationed at
Grand Forks, B.C..

With characteristic earnestness and
perseverance he set to work to meet the
need. Six hundred miles or more facther
west the Marine Mission on the Pacific
Coast had demonstrated the value of

Morning Class of Centennial Church, To
ronto, and says, “1 appieciate their
kindness very much.” We know no
reason why many more of our Adult
Bible Classes and Sunday Schools may
not help in so good a work and make
the boat in every sense a bright and
shining light. Dr. Calvert is regularly
stationed at Kaslo, B.C., his work is
regular and by direct appointment of
his Confernece, so none need fear that
in assisting it they are in any way con-
tributing to a vagrant or irresponsible
scheme of a vislonary or impractical
enthusiast We say this to give all
assurance to our friends who are prop-
erly cautious about such matters, The
“lwyll” is worthy of all support and
her missionary captain of all confidence.

From a letter written late in the fall
(not directly for publication), we quote
the following interesting statements of
the missionary:

THE MISSION YACHT AND HER CAPTAIN

water communication and a suitable boat
service in reaching the scattered minor
ports and settlements with the Gospel
message, and Dr. Calvert saw no good
reason why the great stretch of inland
waterway should be left destitute of the
Word of life. Guided by the Missionary
Board and the councils of his own Con
ferencs, and assisted financtally in his
commendulle enterprise by individual
subscriptione as well as by the grants
and loans of the Society, he has succeeded
in placing in commission the staunch
yacht “Iwyll,” some photographs of which
accompany this article.

Dr. Calvert's thought and aim have
been to make the “Iwyll” a distinct
ively Sunday School boat, at least so far
as her upkeep is concerned. Many of
the Sunday Schools of British Columb.a
have already contributed to the main-
tenance of the yacht, and some very
acceptable donations and gifts have been
made from schools in other parts; e.g
in a recent letter he gratefully acknow-
ledges the present of a fine electric
gearchlight sent by the Young Men's

“The ‘Iwyll' has been in commis
gion since the opening of spring;
she has made many trips in the
interest of gospel work; lonely
settlers have been reached, the gos-
pel preached whese it had never
been preached before; homes have
been cheered and some lives made
a little brighter by her visits
August 15th last was a great day
in her higtory. In the morning I
took her out in a nasty wind, vis-
iting a lonely settler’s home an
hour's run from my home; made the
run in safety, but had the misfor-
tune to fall overboard myself just
as | made the landing. My engineer
helped to fish me out, and as | weigh
upwards of one hundred and fifty
pounds, he had the biggest thing
on his hook he ever caught alive
I changed some of my clothes; went
ashore, preached, dined, and com-
menced the return journey. 1 took
some of the friends of Kaslo with
me to help in the singing, and was
obliged to hurry them aboard as I

saw a south storm was coming and
the return journey might be dan-
gerous. The storm broke upon us,
thoroughly drenching me to the skin
again. A tremendous sea rose, driv-
ing all on board but the captain
down below. I had to stay with the
wheel, and was tnankful when I
dropped anchor in our home harbor.
I was dead tired out, as the helm.
is heavy work in rough weather. At
10.30 that very night a knock came
to my door, calllng me from bed. I
found a gentleman waiting who told
me his wife and her sister were
marooned on the beach nearly three
miles away and had been there for
hours, that no one would go out in
the storm and darkness, for it was
like Egyptian night, with a flerce
wind howling, and a tremendous sea
running; would I go to the rescue?
He had been told that the ‘Iwyll’
was the only boat in Kaslo that
could face the weather conditions
obtaining. It nearly took my breath
away for a moment. I knew what
the trip meant, but I thought of the
ladies, and, to make a long story
short, I called my engineer, and we
got under way as soon as possible,
made a landing in the boiling surf,
dragged the landies aboard, and along
the deck to safety, and returned
home, reaching Kaslo safe and
sound, after midnight, with a grate-
ful crowd on board. The gratitude
of the rescued ladies and of all their
friends has been unbounded. I am
so glad that your missionary and
your boat had this opportunity of
being useful

“1 am sure the ‘Iwyll’ is needed
in these waters, and there seems to
be a place for your missionary to
fill. God give me grace to fill it.”

The newspapers of the region have
apparently the same conviction, and not
only have they given due praise to the
boat and her small crew for rescue work
as above graphically described by the
nissionary, but from the Kaslo paper
we incidentally learn the following addi-
tional facts:

“The mission yacht ‘Iwyll’ ren-
dered good service to local boat and
launch owners on Monday last, when
she removed a dangerous sunken log
from its self-selected anchorage in
the bay opposite the K. & 8. wharf,
The log did not reach the surface,
and was discovered by the engineer
of the ‘Iwyll* when returning to the
yacht, his dinghey striking the log,
the tip of which was more than a
foot below the surface, a constant
menace to all kinds of ecraft. Local
boatmen would do well to note that
the log, too heavy to be entirely re-
moved, now lies on the rocky reef
opposite the K. & 8. wharf, near
where the ‘Iwyll’ has her moorings,
with point or tip of log exposed.
Dr. Calvert, the captain, further
marked the situation by lashing a
floating stick to the tip of tne log.”

The Western Methodist Recorder,
egpecially interested in British Co-
lumbia church work, says: “The
‘Iwyll’' appears to be doing fine
work up and down the Kootenay
Lake, visiting small settlements and
camps that otherwise would seldom
hear the gospel preached and sung,”

and with this judgment many more who
have first-hand knowledge of her work
during 1912 fully agree.

But extracts from personal letters re-
celved by the editor from Dr. Calvert
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will be more interesting than any gen-
eral observations of our own could be.
The following are a few interesting
items:
“We are about to lay ‘Iwyll' up
for the winter. I dread doing so,
but it cannot be helped; we cannot

run with safety in the heavy frosty

1 b i s e i s B
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acter of the shore line we have to
deal with, Often I get to a place,
after miles of running, when a wind
springs up, and the shore becomes
dangerous, the water being so deep
that I cannot anchor, except so near
to the shore as to strike it when
the boat swings in. Mileage does

THE “IWYLL"

weather. Gasoline does not vaporize
readily in the cold, hence my wish
to substitute steam some day.” .

“The ‘Iwyll’ is a splendid lea
boat. We have had an exceptionally
rough summer, heavy winds nearly
all the time, but I have not shipped
two pints of water the whole season.
You would be proud of the boat if
you could see her take the combers
like a duck.”

“ Having the care of the Kaslo
mission, the chair of the district,
as well as the lake work, my hands
are pretty full. I do not think the
arrangement the best that could be
made, I cannot give the time to the
lake work that it demands; but for
this year it is the best that could be
done.” . .

“There are many difficulties to
be overcome, not the least of which
is to get ashore at times after I
have made a run. The shores of the
lake are very preeipitous, and it is
impossible to anchor in many places,
8o that I am often forced by adverse
winds springing vp to steam away
from a place after reaching it, with-
out going ashore, as I cannot send
the boat out into the lake to await
me, having but one helper on board;
neither can I send my helper ashore,
as we are both needed in stormy
weather to handle the craft. In
calm weather we can land any-
where; in windy weather, with a lee
shore, 1 clear out, belleving it to be
my rluty to care for the ship first.”

It must not be supposed therefore that
the navigation of the Kootenay is al-
ways either pleasant or safe. Anyone
who has visited its shores will realize
at once the difficulties that must con-
front the missionary in his compara-
tively small boat as he visits from point
to point. Some of the settlers are by
no means easy of access, yet these very
people are perchance the ones who need
the missionary’s visit the most. A
glance at some of the pictures illustrat-
ing thig article. will show the nature of
much of the shore line. Dr. Calvert
writes:

“My idea in photographing the
rocky point was to show the char-

AT ANCHOR IN HER HOME PORT, KASLO, B.C.

not count for much in our work, nor

does the small number of sermons

preached mean that little work has
been done. Our work s more hand

to hand, by personal contact, and I

am thankfu! to say that we have not

been unmindful of its use.”

And that he thoroughly appreciates
his work and enjoys it richly is evident
from this brief extract:

“This 1s a glorious work; a little
trying sometimes when you are wet
to the skin, blankets are soaked, and
no fire aboard, but the gratitude of
the lonely ones warms the soul, and
you forget the body.”

That there is some measure of danger
attached to the work, and some exciting
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“ She dragged her anchor the other
night in a terrific gale, and drifted
into the main lake. My engineer
was asleep aboard, and knew nothing
of his peril until the excessive roll-
ing awoke him, when he went on
deck, to find the boat in the middle
of the lake, rolling incessantly, the
anchor hanging, and he alone. He
managed to get the anchor aboard,
start the engines, and run into the
harbor, lying alongside the Inner
wharf till daylight. boat and man
were in great danger in the pitch
darkness, and no one knowing of it,
but God in His goodness mereifully
preserved both.

“The same gale tore boathouses
from their moorings, and drifted one
of them several miles across the
lake. We were not put to any ex-
pense or loss. We have lively times
once in a while on th's lake; wind
tears down the mountain gorges, and
kicks up a fearful sea. We do not
venture out in it if we are inside;
it we are out, we keep agoing"”

And we are sure our readers will wish
for the genial misslonary captain good
health and abundant strength, that he
may “keep agoing” in his good work.
But he must have supples; he ought to
have another “hand” on board; the ex-
penses incident to such work as he is
doing are varied and many; and a con-
tribution from many a Sunday School
which would never be missed by those
giving it, would greatly help, The editor
will gladly forward any moneys sent to
this office, or you can write direot to the
responsible man in charge, Rev.J. Calvert,
D.D,, Kaslo, B.C. All contributions will
be duly acknowledged, regularly reported
and officially accounted for to the Con-
ference authorities.

By sympathy, prayer and financlal
support, let us make the “Iwyll” as
effective on her mission of mercy and
good-will as her sister missionary ship,
the “Thomas Crosby,” is bound to be
on her larger and longer routes up the
Pacific coast. God bless, preserve and
prosper the devoted men who brave the
perils of wind and wave to carry the
good tidings to the lonely and scattered
settlements all along our widely ex-
tended shores.

THE ROCKY POINT REFERRED TO BY DR. CALVERT,

incidents connected with its routine, is
very clear from still another letter, in
which our misslonary wrote of the boat
in a storm:

We have some splendid pictures of the
taken specially for us.
We have lantern slides of them, and will
reproduce them before long in this paper,

“Thomas Crosby,”
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Citizenship
As Treated by Miss Mary Waugh, Fourth Vice-President of the Strathroy
District Epworth League, at the Recent Convention at Watford.

N studying this subject the first
I thought I have considered is the

GOVERNMENT OF SELF

The end of all government is the cultiva-
tion of good citizenship, and the initial
lesson for the coming citizen to learn is
the government of self. A good citizen is
one who lives a useful life, and no person
can be useful who has not acquired the
power of self-control. There is a sphere
of activity for every member of soclety.
BEach person has constant duties to per-
form, and if he neglects these duties
society suffers loss.

A popular opinion prevails in many
quarters that only a few persons succeed
in life, and that the human race in its
progress sustains the theory of “ The
survival of the fittest.” There can be no
theory more unsound if the Christian

life less perfect. The duty of every citi-
zen begins in the family.

If children learn obedience to parents
they readily become obedient to the
authority of the country. As they ad-
vance in years, in discretion, and in edu-
cation, they realize that all local author-
ity has its centre in the constitution of
the country. The more they are led to
see the value of the government under
which they live, the better they become
fitted to discharge their duties as citi-
zens, Unselfishness is learned in the
home as well as obedience and respect
for authority.

In the home are fostered habits of kind-
ness and consideration for the younger
and weaker members of the family. It
appears, therefore, that whatever helps
to make a good father or mother, a good
husband or wife, a good son or daughter,

KASLO B.C. M

view of life's purpose is to have accept-
ance,

What is success in life? What is fail-

ure ? No person need spend a wicked
life. Everyone has the privilege of being
good. A person who does his duty in life

cannot be said to fail. A good person is
necessarily a benefit to society, No good
man neglects to improve his opportuni-
ties for usefulness

It should therefore be understood, that
what young Canadians need most is not
an extensive knowledge of civies—valu-
able though this is—but such a training
in habits of self-control as will enable
them to follow readily in the paths of
duty, to strive to be useful members of
the community, and to feel that the con-
selentious pursuit of what is good and
noble brings certain reward.

GOVERNMENT OF THE FAMILY,

The family is the school of all virtues
Within the circle is awakened the spirit
of obedience, love, self-sacrifice and
proper ambition. Investigation of the
home conditions of criminals give over-
whelming proof of the enormous influ-
ence which the family life has upon the
careers of its members.

It is, therefore, or should be, the first
effort of the Church as well as of the
State jealously to guard against any in-
fluence which will tend to render family

HODIST CHURCH AND PARSONAGE.

a good brother or sister, also helps to
make a good citizen

GOVERNMENT OF THE SCHOOL.

The aim of the school is to make good
citizens. Successful citizenship is the
highest product of education, True edu-
cation promotes intelligence and
strengthens the moral faculties. The
higher and more complex the duties of
life become the more education is needed.
The teacher leads his pupils to think. It
is thinking that drives the world.

The reference to school at once brings
up the question of education. People
often have a wrong conception of educa-
tion, and generally associate with it
branches of learning such as arithmetie,
grammar, history or chemistry. They
take it for granted that knowledge and
education are synonymous. They assume
that children who acquire much informa-
tion of the ordinary subjects of the cur-
riculum are making educational progress,
and they fail to recognize the true func-
tions of the teacher.

It should not be forgotten that the
main purpose of the school is to train,
and that the acquisition of knowledge is
only a means to an end. Education is
therefore the formation of character, and
this has to do with the entire nature,
physical, intellectual, moral and religious,
The wise scholar will be jealous of los-
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ing any single advantage that the school
affords. He will understand that with-
out intelligence he can never become a
capable and useful citizen.

Good citizenship must recognize the
value of those virtues which make good
men. There can be no liberty without
truth, honor, industry, temperance, kind-
ness, charity. “You may build your
capital of granite,” said Wendell Phillips,
“and pile it high as the Rocky Moun-
tains, if it is founded on or mixed up
with iniquity, the pulse of a girl will in
time beat it down.” To teach children
grammar or chemistry without teaching
them that passions uncontrolled, im-
pulses unrestrained, and appetites un-
regulated, are sure to bring irretrievable
ruin, is to omit the best training for
citizenship

THE NATURE OF GOVERNMENT.

HEver since civilization began people
have in every land associated with one
another. Even among barbarous tribes
men have little desire to live solitary and
independent lives. That each person is
not free from certain responsibilities to-
wards other members of the human fam-
ily was taught as far back as the time of
Cain. As communities improve in in-
telligence the relations of life become
more complex and the advantages of in-
tercourse are more clearly felt.

No man can live to himself. A country
cannot live to itself. Nations as well as
individuals find it beneficial to have deal-
ings with one another, and those that
keep to themselves make little progress.

The feeling which impels people to
associate {s universal and natural. Con-
trolled by this social instinct, individtals
form groups, communities and federa-
tions, united by special kinds of friendli-
ness. To enter into the different forms
of government would require too much
time. I simply mention some, such as
monarchy, absolute and limited, aristoc-
racy, democracy, republic.

We as Canadians are proud of our
country. It is natural that every person
should have a special feeling towards his
own country. If the nation has had a
memorable history, if the country s
strong and prosperous, if the laws and
institutions have helps to secure freedom,
and if the policy of the government has
made for righteousness, a sense of affec-
tion and loyalty may be expected to
govern the citizens.

The words of St. Paul, “I am a citizen
of no mean country,” may be repeated in
substance by every Canadian. If the
Great Apostle of the Gentiles had reason
to be proud of being called a pitizen of
Tarsus, the people who live in Canada
may also with pride regard themselves
“citizens of no mean country.”

A look at the map will show the great
extent of the Dominion. It forms thirty
per cent. of the area of the British Em-
pire, and one-fifteenth of the world’s area.
Its striking natural features, the gran-
deur of its mountain ranges, the beauty
of its rivers and lakes, its magnificent
forests, and its vast stretches of fertile
land, are recognized by all travellers, Its
great extent of timber lands, its almost
boundless treasures of valuable mineral,
its extensive and world-renowned fish-
eries, and its geographical facilities for
commerce, give Canada superior advan-
tages in view of the growing importance
of natural resources in the development
of nations.

Its prospects do not, however, depend
upon the extent of its territory or the
abundance of its natural wealth. The
country has been settled by an intelli-
gent, an industrious, a sober and a law-
abiding people. Anglo-Saxon ideals of
liberty have guided our statesmen. The
democracy which controls is one which
has been the growth of centuries under
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constitutional government. Freedom I8
cherished. Self-government is the main
feature of our political institutions. The
moral atmosphere of our land is good,
and yet I am sorry to read that some of
our great thinkers say, “In our day a
spirit of religlous indifferentism and re-
laxation of Christian morality is perme-
ating the sanctuary of Christian fam-
ilies.” To check this dangerous tendency
we need a revival of the true Christian
spirit.

Many religious leaders, we are told, are
convinced that the Church, as an organ-
ization, does not exercise the predominat-
ing influence in the lives of its members
that once it did, and that it is not to-day
coping successfully with the great soclal
problems which in their acutest form are
found in the city. They tell us it is well
that our churches in Canada should pause
and reflect and if possible check the dan-
gerous tendencies which must be ad-
mitted are already in evidence among us.
Be that as it may, should we mourn that
the Church is losing ground, or rejoice
that her life is now pulsating in a hun-
dred new organizations ?

Is the Church’s mission accomplished,
or is she but entering into a realization
of the greatness and glory of her work ?

“The old order changeth, yielding place
to new,

And God fulfils Himself in many ways;

Lest one good custom should corrupt the

world,
Comfort thyself.”

Every Methodist should be proud of the
advanced ground taken by our last Gen-
eral Conference. In the report of the
committee on the state of the work, we
find the following, “Bach age of the
Church would seem to have its specific
task; that of our own age, the Christian
Church is coming to recognize as the es-
tablishment of the Kingdom of God on
the earth. The new conception of the
missionary enterprise as not only the sal-
vation of the individual, but the uplifting
and redemption of nations and races,
with the new enthusiasm begotten of it
as illustrated in the Student Volunteer,
and Laymen's Missionary Movements;
the ever mightier and more varied and
scientific philanthroples, the growing
passion for clean and beautiful and well
ordered cities, the awakening to the
recognition that that land is doomed in
which righteousness is not public and
national as well «; private and personal
—all these indicate what as yet the
Church only partially realizes, that a
definitely new chapter in Christian his-
tory has been begun and that the Chris-
tlan life of to-day cannot justly be meas-
ured by the standards of the past. There
Is to-day a Christianity without the
Church which the Church fails to recog-
nize only with loss and discouragement,
and a Christianity within the Church
which finds its expression in service
rather than conventional religious exer-
cises, and the most efficient Church will
be the Church which guides its member-
ship most generally and heartily upon the
widest varfety of human service.”

NATIONAL MORALITY

John Bright truly spoke whenm he said,
“The moral law was not written for ‘men
alone in their individual character,” but
that it was written as well for nations,
and for nations great as this of which we
are citizens. If nations reject and deride
this moral law there is a penalty which
will inevitably follow. It may not come
at once, it may not come in our lifetime,
but the great Ttallan is not a poet only,
but a prophet when he say:

“The sword of heaven is not in haste to

smite,
Nor yet doth linger.”

. their portion
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From that truth we learn the one thing
needed in Christian lands to-day is a
great increase in the number of those
who steadfastly believe that righteous-
ness exalteth a nation, who are devoted
to the loftiest ideals of national life, and
are ready to live so as to realize these
ideals and to induce others to do so. We
need the contagion of noble example and
of worthy life,

The foundation of a nation’s life is in
the homes of the land, and it is there
that the character is formed which is to
shape the destiny of the people. A loose
rein and an evil life at the centre mean
calamity for the coming generations.
But high ideals of virtue and honor and
the inculcation of right ideas of civie
righteousness and the development of a
patriotism that finds expression in worthy
acts of everyday life for the nation’s good
—these will have an influence upon the
life of the country in the generations to
come that cannot be estimated.

Let us look at the result upon nations
which exercise faith in God, and whose
laws are founded upon what is right and
good. One hundred years ago England
and France stood shoulder to shoulder in
in the march of nations. To-day England
is known as the first rate nation of the
world. Her flag flutters in every clime.
The sun never sets upon her possessions.
From every quarter of the globe we hear
wafted loud and clear, “God save the
King.” She is first consulted in all great
international questions of the day. What
of France? She is scarcely recognized
as a third rate power. You Inquire why
the great difference.

Three-quarters of a century ago
William IV, King of England, died. The
Archbishop of Canterbury, the prime
minister, and several other of England’s
men of note, immediately hastened to the
castle where Victoria. our late and much
loved Queen, was staying. Arriving
there they were ushered into her pres-
ence; bowing before her they announced
her uncle's death and proclaimed her
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tury. Thus we learn that unfaltering
faith in God brings success in this world,
not to individuals only, but to nations as
well,

In a certain and very important sense,
then, the destiny of the nation is in the
hands of the men and women of strong
character and of high, noble impulse.
God is on the side of the righteous, and
while it may seem sometimes that their
cause is failing, or at least that the ene-
mies of the right are prevailing, yet God
is keeping watch over His own. “ Blessed
is the nation whose God is the Lord,” we
read, but this condition exists only when
God is the Lord of the people who as in-
dividuals comprise the nation.

I shall not attempt to explain the
branches of our Cunadian Government,
which truly comes under the subject of
citizenship, but in conclusion say, “In
the days when Rome was in the zenith of
its glory, it was a proud boast to be able
to say, ‘I am a Roman citizen’ Every
Canadian may say, ‘1 am a British sub-
ject and feel that he is a citizen of an
empire, larger, grander and nobler than
the one which acknowledged the suprem-
acy of the Cwmsars, and while we are
proud of our country, of our empire, may
our lives be such that our country and
our empire may be proud of us. May the
young people everywhere in the Christian
Church throughout Canada be urged to
take advantage of every opportunity and
do all in their power to raise the stand-
ards of public morality and of civic right-
eousness in the constant and consclenti-
ous exercise of the rights, privileges and
duties of their citizenship.

Let nothing disturdb thee
Nothing affright thee;
All things are passing ;
God never changeth;
Patient endurance
Attaineth to all things;
Who God possesseth

In nothing is wanting.
Alone God sufficeth.

ROCKY SHORES OF KOOTENAY

Queen of the British Empire. Instead of
our late monarch expressing great joy
on account of the great honor conferred
upon her, she dropped upon her knees,
and in a short fervent prayer, asked God
to guide and direct her in performing the
great work so suddenly thrust upon her.

England and England’s Queen put their
confidence in God's word. But France
closed the book. Instead of France en-
joying the harmony and prosperity which
have characterized the British citizens,
strife, discord and adversity became
throughout the last cen-

LAKE, BC

Remember, three things come not back;

The arrow sent upon its track—

It will not swerve, it will not stay

Its speed, it flies to wound or slay;

The spoken word, so soon forgot

By thee, but it has perished not;

In other hearts 'tis living still

And doing work for good or ill;

And the lost opportunity

That cometh back no more to thee—

In vain thow weepest, in vain dost yearn,

Those three will nevermore return.
—From the Arabic.
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Masterpieces of Hebrew Literature
IX. The Virtuous Woman
Proverbs 81: 10-31.
Toric ¥oR JANUARY 19,
REV. W. S. LENNON, BA,, B.D, GRANBY, QUE.

UR examination of this picture of
the virtuous woman, drawn by
some ‘‘wise man's™ pen, closes

our 0ld Testament Studies in Hebrew
Wisdom Literature, but we shall come
back to this department of Israel's litera
ture in our final April literary study,
“In Praise of Great Men,” taken from
the Apocryphal Book of Ecclesiasticus, or
The Wisdom of Solomon., It is worth
while, therefore, to remind our readers
again that there was in Israel a class of
literary “ wise men "—Hebrew philoso-
phers, we might fairly call them—as
distinct from the Hebrew prophets as the
latter were distinct from the priests, or
from the ordinary religious writers of the
nation; and that also to these *wise
men"” we owe by no means the least
notable portions of the body of ancient
Hebrew literature now remaining extant.

This splendid collection of wise and sen-
tentious utterances, to which we give the
name of “Proverbs,” is one of the pro-
duets of their pens. It is not at all likely
that all thee» proverbs came from one
hand; indeed, the book itself ascribes
them to several different authors. Nor
Is it by any means sure that King
Solomon was the author of any con-
siderable number of them, in spite of the
fact that the book is often called “The
Proverbs of Solomon.” What we have in
the Book of Proverbs is probably a collec-
tion of the wise utterances of Israel's

inded through
generations, or perhaps centuries, the
collection having been made or edited by
one or more of themselves. The book
covers a vast variety of themes; {ts
maxims deal with affairs domestic,
agricultural, urban, commereial, political,
military, and even religious, and the
ethical value of these sententious utter-
ances has always received a well-deserved
recognition,

If our readers will examine the book
with a somewhat closer examination than
it usually gets at our Christian hands, it
will be seen that the “wise men” of
Israel had a good deal to say about th
“strange woman "—the one who “ forgets
the guide of her youth.” Indeed, when
they approach the subject of women, they
are apt to be so caustic in their utter-
ances that one might quite readily think
them to have been women-haters. It is
somewhat pleasing, therefore, and. at the
same time, it somewhat corrects this false
impression of the “wise men's” misogyny,
that this book of their collected vtterances
should close with so fine a pleture of “The
Virtuous Woman,” or, if we way coin a
more appropriate title, of “ The Model
Wife. The change in title {8 called for
because the word “ virtuous,” if taken In
{ts modern sense, completely disguises the
writer's real meaning. If the word is to
be retained, we must revert to its original
significance.  Every reader of the New
Testament knows that the word “virtue "
in its pages, means a certain strong, man-
1y quality that is something very much
more than personal purity. When Peter
says, “ Add to your faith virtue,” he does
not mean, “Add to your faith personal
purity,” but “Add. ... strength (of
mind).” Similarly the “virtuous woman"
here described is not merely the woman
who, like Cmsar's wife, is “above sus-
plefon,” but the woman with a certain

—gtrong, virile, active, reliable, and help-
ful. It will be found that all the detalls
of the description are in harmony with
the title, “The Woman of Energy,” or
“The Model House-wife.” The lineaments
of her portrait are her capacity for keep-
ing the exchequer replenished with
“gpoil " (gain), her busy industry, her
clever management of the house, her suc-
cessful dabbling in real estate, her early
rising and late working, her neighborly
kindness, her care of her family in respect
to apparel, her own well-dressed appear-
ance, her successful venture into com-
merce as a side-line, her thrifty foresight,
her wisdom of speech, etc., etc. 1 am not
quite sure that the picture will seem
quite so ideal to the modern mind as it
was to.the author, or to our fathers. So
far as it goes, it may answer very ex-
cellently to Wordsworth's lines:

“The reason firm, the temperate will,
Endurance, foresight, strength and skill,
A perfect woman, nobly planned,

To warn, to comfort, and command.”

But one would like the model house-wife
better, if she were not quite so masterful
~—{f indeed the poet had added a line or
two to make it plain that she was

“. ... A spirit still, and bright
With something of an angel light.”

Nevertheless, the picture is a fine one,
and in this age of frequent afternoon
bridge parties “ with the blinds drawn
and the gas lighted,” and of multitudinous
afternoon teas, it has a few points, in
snite of the old-fashioned ideal it presents,
that the “modern” woman might take
seriously to heart to her great profit. One
old commentator, with a little dash of
caustic wit in his make-up, calls it *“ The
Looking-glass for Ladies . ... by which
They should Dress Themselves.”

But to return now to the purely literary
aspect of our study: We are dealing with
roretry once more in this Book of Proverbs,
and with Hebrew poetry in verhaps its
simplest and least ornate form. The
verse form is for the most part the simple
couplet, or two-line sentence, with its
usual parallelism: the parallelism being
called “ symonymous,” when the second
line of the verse only repeats the thought
of the first In another way, “ antithetic,”
when the second line states an opposite
thought, and “synthetic,” when the second
line is y to
of the first. Here and there throughout
“Proverbs " more elaborate verse forms
are used, but the couplet form so de-
cidedly preponderates, that when it
disappears, one gets a feeling of
“gomething wrong” In the passage.
Thus, in our selection, the only verse
that does not follow the couplet
form is the fifteenth. This has a triplet
form instead, and its presence distinctly
gives to the rhythm a halting step at
this point. The parallelism of the coup-
lets in our selection is almost entirely of
the synthetic order, i.e., each second line
seems needed to complete the thought of
the first, Example:

“Who can find a virtuous woman?
For her price is far above rubles.”

[n verses seventeen and twenty, however,
the becomes almost, if not

strength of ch and of per

in her that makes her, not indeed man-
, but “a woman of energy " (as one
translator very happily renders her title)

synonymous:

(17) “She girdeth her loins with strength,
And strengtheneth her arms.”
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(20) She stretcheth out her hand to the
poor;

T
Yea, she reacheth forth her hands
to the needy.”

The antithetic form of parallelism has
perhaps one solitary example in verse 30:

“Favour 1s deceitful and beauty is vain,
But a woman that feareth the Lord,
she shall be praised.”

But the passage is something more than
a series of disconnected proverbs, such as
we have in Proverbs, Chaps. 28 and 29,
And it is also something more than what
Prof. Moulton calls a “proverb cluster,”
f.e, “a number of proverbs collected to-
gether around a common theme, each
retaining its independence.” Indeed, the
present writer is of the opinion that only
two of its verses can be properly called
proverbs at all, namely, verses one and
thirty; all the others lack the indefinable
proverb quality. The selection is really
an elaborate essay in poetry—a sonnet, if
vou will—at least, a series of connected
poetic reflections upon one central theme,
and 80 in itself a literary unit. The evi-
dence for this lies in the fact that, in the
original Hebrew, the whole passage forms
an acrostic—the initial letters of the
various verses fom:ﬂng t!;alantlrelneb:;
alphabet, just as those of varlous
tions do in the case of the 119th Psalm.
It is a pity that the translators of our
“Authorized” and 'Revised” Bibles have
not seen fit to indicate this acrostic
arrangement either here or in other
places, where it is found in the Old Testa-
ment, except in the case of the 110th
Psalm already referred to. The acrostic
device was probably resorted to by the
poet to ald the memory to retain his
thought more easily, i.e., it had what we
modernly call a mmemonie purpose. Any
of our readers who are not familiar with
the Hebrew alphabet may get at least the
names of the letters by turning up the
119th Psalm.

A little freedom in translation would
make 1t possible to render the poem as
an English alphabetical acrostic, as the
following brief attempt will show:
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A virtuous woman who can find?
For her worth is far above rubies.
Because in her,the heart of her husband
safely trusteth. .
And he shall not lack spoil.
Certainly she will do him good and not
i1,

evil,
All the days of her life.
Diligently getteth she wool and flax,
And  worketh willingly with her
hands.

Perhaps the leader for this meeting
may get the League poet to work over
the poem in this way. Call the medern-
1zed version, “ The Golden A, B, ("s for
Wives "—a name borrowed from one of
the old commentators, However, the
English acrostic would have to be some-
what truncated, unless the League poet
adopted the expedient of dropping out
some letters which have no close Hebrew
parallels, for the Hebrew alphabet only
boasted twenty-two letters—as against
our twenty-six.

Our lives are full of odds and ends,
First one and then another—

And though we know not how or when
They're deftly woven together.

The Weaver has a master's skill,
And proves it by this token—

No 1o00p is dropped, no strand is missed,
And not a thread is broken.

Not e'en a shred is thrown aside,
8o careful is the Weaver,
Who, joining all with wondrous skill,
* Weaves odds and ends together,
~—Aubrey de Vere.
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The Seamy Side of Social Pathology

Toric ¥or WEEK OF JANUARY 26,

Read Choy

VIII. in “My Neighbor,” and Ez. 22: 21-24; Job 19: 7-20.

REV. DR. MOARTHUR, ErIxN,

HE seamy side of a garment is not
usually exposed to view, and is
not intended to be. Neither is the

seamy side of a city’s life generally ex-
posed to the public. It is impossible to
dress up the city so as to make it pre-
sentable uniess the seamy side is hidden.
One may turn a coat inside out, not for
the purpose of wearing it in that style,
but for the purpose of examining its
workmanship. The tailor's workmanship
is seen by examining the seams of the
coat which he has made. The character
of a city's life is not to be seen on the
outside with all its glitter and show, but
on the under side, the seamy side, that
is not exposed to the public.

For the purpose of being better able to
appreclate the difficult city problems
which the church has to solve, we pro-
pose to take a few glimpses at the seamy
side of the city's life, The chronicles of
crime in the daily press, the records of
cases in the police courts, the reports of
the various charity organizations, all re-
veal the other side of city life, the side
that does not appear on the outer sur-
face, but it is generally hidden from the
eye of all but the closely observant.

Consider the class of inmocent suffer-
ers,—children, women, and aged and in-
firm persons. To this class belong many
of the people who live in the slums. A
slum “1is a lane or alley, a series of lots
about one hundred and fifty feet deep,
one behind the other, and entirely hidden
from the view of the ordinary passer-by.
It is a place where stables, barns, and
sheds have been converted into resi-
dences, not for one, but often for two or
three families, with none of the ordinary
requirements of home life.”

Here is one example: A dirty hovel, the
floor of which is broken down toward the
middle, where water stagnates for many
months of the year. In it are three apart-
ments bearing the semblance of rooms,
and in these a family consisting of father
and mother and four children and a
boarder manage to exist. The father has
been out of work for months, while the
mother, being in poor health, goes out
dally to earn a partial support for the
family.

Another example: Father, mother, and
five children living in two rooms. One
child tubercular. They sleep four in one
bed, and the sick child on a couch, These
children sleep in the living room.

Another example: A boarding house of
four rooms, in which thirty-two men
sleep, although the rooms contain only
sufficlent air for seven persons. Besides
overcrowding, the place is abominably
filthy.

These are not isolated cases, but cases
that are only too common. Such condi-
tions are detrimental to the health of the
occupants and detrimental to their mor-
als, It is no wonder that infant mor-
tality is so great in the cities, and that
g0 many persons are called early to fill
consumptives' graves. These innocent
sufferers are the victims of conditions
brought about by our so-called advanced
civilization, The denizens of slumdom
are for the most part innocent sufferers,
and for the most part not responsible
for the degrading conditions in the midst
of which they are forced to live.

Consider the unfortunate class,—those
who are weak, feeble-minded, and ignor-
ant. Many of these persons, being defec-
tive and diseased, are themselves the off-
spring of feeble-minded and ignorant
mothers, Those who are destitute, neg-
iected and forsaken are easily turned
aside into the ways of sin. Those who
are homeless and friendless are easily

betrayed by wolves who appear in sheep's
clothing. Many of the ignorant and de-
fective, being the victims of their own
vice, easily become a prey to the rapacity
and passions of the unscrupulous. Many
of these unfortunates end their lives in
a hovel, a poorhouse, an insane asylum,
or a jail.

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA, 9

are sacrificed to this god. What if child-
ren are underfed and underclothed!
What If boys are trained up as eriminals
and girls a8 worse than criminals! What
If Innocent women suffer, and laboring
men are burdened with care! What if
young men and women are carried away
to fill an early grave, and parents sicken
and die leaving thelr families behind to
be cared for by the tender mercies of a
cold world! What If these and a thou-
sand other such things are true so long
a8 the god of gold is worshipped, and
these things are poured out as a libation
upon his altar!

Seasonable Canadian Scenes

THE HOME OF THE ICE

KING

““By the breath of God ice is given; and the breadth of the waters is straightened.” . . .

““The waters hide themselves and become like stone, and the fuce of the deep is frozen."

‘“ As the channel of brooks which are black by reason of the lce, and wherein the snow

hideth itsell."

Book of Job.

Consider the avaricious and vicious
class. The methods and motives of this
class of people lie at the root of many of
the ills that afflict society to-day. The
slum is the result not only of the neces
sities of the poor, but also of the greed
of the land-owner. The god of gold sits
upon many a human heart and the health,
happiness, and morals of a community

“111 fares the land, to hastening ills a

prey,
Where wealth accumulates and men
decay."
8in and erime In civilized countries
seem to bo Inspired by devices more cun-
ning, and to contaln a venom more pow

ful than In other countries. In Eastern
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lands crime and sin are largely the out-
come of ignorance and environment; but
in our Western countries, where society
is more highly organized, sin is also
more highly organized. The evil-doer
brings to his work a higher and more
cultivated intelligence. His evil deeds
are premeditated and planned. His mo-
tives are intensely selfish; he is numb to
the feelings of others; his ear is deaf-
ened to their cry of distress; his eyes are
blinded to their woeful condition of
want; his conscience is not troubled at
the thought that he, through his unscru-
pulous methods in seeking his own inter-
ests, is largely responsible for the suffer-
ings of the poor. There is in him an
utter insensibility toward the feelings of
others, and an utter unconcern for their
poverty and suffering. He grows fat
while others grow lean. He becomes rich
while others become poor. His ill-gotten
gains rightly belong to others. In his
concern for the needy who has felt the
trampling of his hoof he is as heartless
as a “spalpeen broker” who secures em-
ployment for the man who is both worthy
and needy, and then pockets his wages.

“Beware of the ‘confidence’ man!” He
may play his game so cleverly that he
decamps with your money while he pre-
tends to befriend you. Yes, beware of
him; but a thousand times more beware
of the man who stands ready to take your
living and to take your character. Be-
ware of him, for he sometimes does his
low work under the protection of the
law. Beware of him, for he comes in the
semblance of a friend, and makes large
promises such as appeal to the worthy
instincts of one's nature. Beware of him,
for he is a ravenous wolf in a sheep's
clothing. By his smoothness of tongue,
and his dissimulating interest in one’s
welfare, he would deceive the very elect.

No “high diver” is as much to be
feared as the agent of the White Slave
traffic. Thousands of girls have unwarily
fallen a prey to his wiles. They have
lost, not their money, but what is of su
preme value, their souls. Many are the
cunning schemes and low devices which
he employs to catch the unwary, and his
victims are not alone confined to the
homeless and the friendless.

The only cure for the ills of society is
found in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Society must be made over again, and
made over on the principles of God's
Kingdom. But this can be done only
as the human heart is made over again.
When society is thus made over again
there will be no slums, for men will not
seek their own, but every man his
brother’'s good. When men put first
things first the god of gold will be de-
throned. The task of the church is a
task beset with tremendous difficu’ties,
but through faith in her omnipotent God
she is bound to succeed. in the meantime
we can do our share in relieving human
suffering and rénovating human society
by a rigid application of the principles
of Christian living to our individual
lives.

A log will not burn alone!
The flame grows less, the hearth is
dark,
Low sings the sap in crooning tone;
The room grows chill, and cold, and
stark,
One's heart holds back, as if to hark
For ghostly sobs and eerie moan—
A log will not burn alone.

A life will not glow alone!
The smile seems sad, the senses start,
The will lies useless, limp and prone;
Unchallenged and uncheered the heart,
And one by one the stars depart
From all life's sky, to darkness grown—
A life is death alone!
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The Parable of the Two Sons

Toric ¥or FESRUARY CONSECRATION MEETING.
Matt. 21: 28-32.
REV. R. 0. ARMSTRONG, M.A, B.D, Viroex, MaN,

in order to get its correct set-

ting. Jesus had been going
about doing good for a long time, The
Pharisees, and priests, who were the re-
ligious monopolists of the time, were at
first indifferent to his growing popular-
ity and power; then critical, then hostile,
and hateful. Yet this was not always
openly expressed. As a class they were
expert in the art of opportunism. They
wanted to be popular and any action
of theirs that would run counter to popu-
lar sentiment or public opinion was stu-
diously avoided. However, when they had
a chance to annoy Jesus without involv-
ing popular disapproval, they were quick
to act. Their pent-up inner rage burst
out furiously. They would, of course,
always shelter themselves where possible
under some legal authority or well-estab-
lished precedent.

One day as Jesus was teaching in the
temple and men were hanging breath-
lessly on the gracious words that fell
from His lips, these professional critics
and censors of public acts came around,
not to hear and learn—not they!—but to
ask Him by what “authority” He was do-
ing these things. Jesus answered by
asking them a question concerning John
the Baptist. Now the Pharisees and
priests had acknowledged John the Bap-
tist as a messenger of God. All the peo-
ple held him as such., John the Baptist,
it will be remembered, had pointed to
Jesus as the Messiah. This was the chief
work of his ministry. The priests were
snared, but did not want to acknowledge
it. The plain inference was that as John
had been a messenger of God and had
derived his authority from heaven, so
Jesus would have the same authority on
the testimony of John, But the crafty
priests—the professed leaders of religion,
mark you—resorted to falsehood and
sald they did not know from whence
John the Baptist got his “authority.”

These men had been trying to find
weak places in the “armour” of Jesus
and failed; now He turns His hapd upon
them, and in these great parables ex-
poses their hypocrisy, Insincerity and
faithlessness to the trust reposed on them
as leaders of the people. This may be
looked upon as a kind of warfare, but
we must bear in mind that there was a
very great difference—a radical differ-
ence—between the ruling motives of the
two parties, The priests were “inspired”
by selfish, sectarian hate; Jesus by heav-
enly love. These parables expose severe-
ly the hollowness of the religion of that
day; and along with this we should
note the twenty-second and twenty-third
chapters of Matthew in full. But let us
remember that it was all spoken by One
whose heart was “emptied of all but
love.” No one loved the Pharisees and
Scribes more than Jesus. No one loved
David better than Nathan. The proof
of it is that they told the truth. Love
is candid, as well as kind.

For the background of our parable
study we should review the history and
character of the scribes, priests and
Pharisees of that day. Most any life of
Christ— Farrar's, Geikie's, Sanday's,
Stalker's—may be examined for a sketch
of the typical religious leader of the
time. The righteousness which had been
taught by God's prophets of old had been
a righteousness of the heart, of personal
character. Let us refer to Psalm 51, or
Isa. 68, to verify this. Inner holiness
the outer life Invariably.

READ the context of this parable

" SHOW THIS PAPER TO YOUR
FRIENDS.

As time passed on there grew up a class
of religious leaders in Israel who mag-

nified the outward expression or signs
of religion more than the inner life. Pe-
culiarities of dress, food, motions, and
80 forth were substituted for love to God
and man; and regulations were drawn
up for external observances, fastings,
prayers, tithes, washings, sacrifices,—all
of which might be practised and the
heart be full of evils and selfishness.
Truly the religious leaders in the time
of Jesus were “peculiar,” but it was not
due to holiness in the heart. As a class
they were self-righteous, proud, censori-
ous, unsympathetic, hypoeritical, insin-
cere. Does this seem to be a severe ar-
raignment of ‘religious” leaders? It is
the inevitable outcome of professional-
Ism in religion, that is, the making of
religion consist in conformity to accepted
arbitrary standards. Stalker, in his
“Life of Christ,” says: “It is a well-
known principle in history, that when-
ever the ceremonial is eleva‘ed to the
same rank with the moral, the latter
will soon be lost sight of.”

But such people are wiser than seven
men that can render a reason, and the
task of convincing them of their need of
repentance was one that anyone with
less wisdom and insight than Jesus,
would have shrunk from. The chance of
success was so remote, and the possi-
bility of evoking only their wrath so
likely we marvel at the courage of the
One essaying to undertake it. He well
knew that they would stop at nothing
in an effort to revenge themselves and
destroy Him for telling the truth,

Now to tuke up the parable in par-
ticular. We have as usual with Jesus,
@ study in real life. It is not two sys-
tems of theology He is contrasting, not
“Christianity” and Judalsm, or Christi-
anity and heathenism; but two lives.
Men may be better or worse than what
they profess to belleve. “Be not de-
celved,” quoth St. John, “he that doeth
righteousness Is righteous.” “Not every
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but
he that doeth the will of my Father.”
“Faith without works is dead.” The
good Samaritan may have had a poor
kind of creed, to appearances, but he was
all right in his conduct and put the pro-
fessional holy Jew to utter shame. The
Syro-Phoenician woman showed a faith
in God greater than Jesus had seen
among his own people. It is what men
do that tells.

Jesus very aptly and forcibly personi-
fied this formal, mechanical, professional
type of religion in the parable of our
study; “A certain man had two sons;
and he came to the first, and said, Son,
go work to-day in my vineyard.” Here
was a great privilege offered, and an op-
portunity for a life of service and for
the discharge of an obligation for a
father's love. We are surprised to find
this son rejecting this offer point blank.
The answer, we surmise, is typical of the
attitude of many men to God's calls.
They may make excuses of all varieties,
but after all, it means, “I will not.” “Ye
will not come to me, that ye might have
life.” But we read on and the situation
is changed. It is hard for men to fight
against the love calls of God. Hard for
them to refuse to do their duty always;
and we read that “afterward, he repented
and went.” This too is typical, typical,

we submit, of all who enter the Kingdom
of God. For have we not all at some
time or other said, “I will not” to God?
Woe unto those who see nothing in their
lives to repent of—they are the world's
Pharisees, whether anclent or modern.
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Think of the men who come under this
class. Truly they make a host that no
man can number. Abraham is in that
class, David, Jonah, Peter, Paul, Augus-
tine, Luther, Wesley, Moody—and you,
reader, wherever you are, if you have
repented, and are at this hour penitcnt.

The other son was ready to say “yes"”
to evorything. He seemed to be the beau
ideal; he was so responsive, He did not,
apparently, think matters out; did not
weigh the consequences, count the cost,
nor hesitate. He § v ded
“I go, sir.” He, too, is typical. At re-
vival times he always stands up, comes
forward—in short, does anything he is
asked, and being a human unit, counts
one more in the total number of “con-
versions,” Possibly he follows on in the
way he is told, and becomes a regular
church member, a * professor” of reli-
glon, very much interested in his church,
and, it may be, even a champion of ortho-
doxy, about which he knows practically
nothing. Sclentists, scholars, and re-
formers, on account of their disturbance
of orthodoxy, and exposures of hypo-
crisies and insincerities, ought to be
silenced, and he s likely to ask, as the
priests did, “ By what authority?"

Have you noticed that the real “ bea-
con lights " of history have all been con-
demned by these very fellows. You
wouldn't need to go very far back either
to find instances of it. In the name of
orthodoxy they condemn the truth, and
in the name of religion they condemn
Christianity. They profess, but they do
not possess; they have the form of god-
liness, but not the power; they are clouds
without water; they say, “1 go, sir,” with
lips, but in their hearts they deny and go
not. (Read Jude 12: 13 and John 12: 43.
Isa. 29: 13, 14.) The great offence of
this class lies in their hypocrisy. They
lay emphasis on the profession, and affect
to despise others who do not make a pro-
fession of religion. In the time of Jesus
the situation was certainly very serious.
At one extreme of soclety were these “1I-
will-not” folks, at the other “I-gosir”
people. The latter bore the rule. They
are the kind who push themselves, nom-
inate themselves, vote for themselves,
elect themselves, and hold office as an end
in itself. How satisfied they are with
themselves! John the Baptist in many
ways was a man after their own heart.
However, he had an uncomfortable way
of being too earnest, “ poor fellow!” and
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Japan: Shall It Be Westernized or
Christianized P
What Are We Contributing Towards Its Evangelization?

Torrc ¥or WEEK oF FEp, 9.
Psaim 96,

REV. A. T. WILKINSON, B.A,, MISSIONARY TO JAPAN,

ESTERNIZED! yes, in many ways
we confess with shame, Japan
has become like western nations.

These things are the excrescences on our
civilization say we; but the ordinary
Japanese is not so diseriminating. He

sees the ‘oreign merchant in the port
towns, Yokohama and Kobe, too often
bloated and dissipated. He sees the

country fiooded with great posters in the
streets and along the railways advertis-
ing “Watson's Whiskies.” He has heard
of Canada's big liguor bill much greater
than his own. He visits the amusement
halls and sits through a series of thrills
as he gazes at moving pietures illusirat-
ing western life—murders, burglaries,
prize fights and worse, He is apt to
imagine that westerners spend their even-
ings regaling themselves on such scenes.

We have a way of separating these
things from our ecivilization which we
call Christian. Not so with the Japanese,
He judges our life from what he sees
and reads. American newspapers and
magazines find a great sale in Japan,
for thousands can read English well.
What lofty opinions do you suppose they
would gather of American political life
from some party journals? What high
regard for candidates for the presidency!
New York and its police methods would
surely prove delightful reading. We are
accustomed to think that the Oriental has
a monopoly on certain forms of vice,
Agnes C. Laut, who has been investigat-
ing conditions in Vancouver, says in
Baturday Night, “1 went through China-
town with only a Chinaman for an escort
after ten at night; and the vices that I
saw were innocent, mild, pallid, com-
pared to the white man’s vices of ‘' Little
Italy, New York, or Upper Broadway."

But if we speak of the highest ideals,
of the best that the West can give to
Japan in any true sense, we have to say
that Japan must be Christianized before
she is westernized.

Twenty-five years ago Japan attempted
the She took the body, every-

insisting on people—even P
penting

Now, notice that both of these “sons”
had faults about them. Do you know
anybody that hasn't? Have we any?
Ahem! Well, then, wouldn’t it be better
to exert our skill for detecting faults by
removing the beams from our own eyes,
and thus give the world an ideal of plety
~—then (Hallelujah!) we shall see how to
get the mote out of our brother's eye.

In conclusion, let this parable give us a
lesson in discernment. Some people are
like the first class mentioned. Ask them
if they are Christians and they will blush
and say, “No, not much.,” But God weighs
the heart. He looks the inward, not
the outward appearance. Ask that
healthy, rollicking boy—the thorn in his
teacher's side, the perpetual signal of
storms at Sunday School and elsewhere—
if he is a Christian or‘will be one, * Not
on your life,” he will probably reply. See
him five years after as he enters college
preparatory for missionary work in
Japan! “It is not all gold that glitters.”
Jesus discerned men. He saw possibili-
ties of infinite good where other men saw
nothing but publicans, harlots, sinners

the erest rep The
Kingdom of God is for the peuitent, the
sympathetic, the soul winners, for those
who worship God in the spirit,

thing belonging to western ways, even
the clothing. She is only now awakening
to the fact that what she took was the
form without the life. Yet it was in-
evitable that at first it should be so,
among a people so patriotic, so proud of
their past, as the Japanese; that they
should have endeavoured to keep the life
Japanese while they adopted new out-
ward forms of government, education
and social institutions.

Thelr leaders realize now as never be-
fore, since they embarked on the making
of a new Japan, that they have been sim-
ply masquerading in borrowed clothes.
They have discovered that the spirit of
western clvilization Is something more
than a mere bundle of clothes, of cus-
toms, of laws, but it exists first of all be-
cause its citizens have the law written
within their hearts,

Just as the contents of an Egyptian
sepulchre hidden for centuries will crum-
ble into dust when exposed to the light
of day, the old myths and superstitions
on which social custom and religion were
buflt, have fallen and faded away before
the advance of western science.

But this has been almost entirely
a negatlve influence. The Japanese
youth, inflated with the {idea that
he was far In advance of the old
fogies of the past, could let go his
belief in gods Buddhist, and gods

Shintoist as easily as a Chinaman can
dispense with his cue, The belief in an-
other religion, attacked by school men
as inconsistent with modern sclence, by
patriots as opposed to those ideas of
fillal piety and loyalty which are the very
basis of their national life, a religion un-
popular and making demands on him
more exacting than any he ever knew,
lhllx: was a proposition vastly more diffi-
cult.

The fact is the majority of Japan's
thoughtful young men have not yet faced
the problem. They are content to be ag-
nostics, atheists, naturalists; and there
is no lack of those in Japan, even among
foreigners, who encourage them in think-
ing that their attitude is quite modern—
advanced. They tell them that the people
have forsaken the churches in England
and America, that Christianity has out-
lived its usefulness in western countries
and the missionary is trying to foist on
the people a worn-out religion.

The Japanese made a great blunder
when they divorced education from re-
liglon.  Several generations of several
million each have passed through the
High Schools of Japan and the result has
been graduates who own no religion
whatever. These men are those who
fought through Japan's two great mod-
ern wars and are thus the greatest social
and political forces in the nation to-day.
They give it its type. What kind of
national ideals do men mould who are
not religious?

We must Christianize the thought life
of that country. The old faiths, because
they could no longer consistently retain
them, have been swept away. But what
have we given them in their place?
Every day materialism gets a firmer
grip. Atheism and sin become more
deeply intrenched. Herein lies the re-
sponsibility and the opportunity of the
hour for the young people In our church.

Our work in Japan was never so dis-
tinetly and definitely outlined. The way
never so open for us as to-day Four mil-
lions of Japanese belong to us. We are
making the destiny of these souls one of
weal or one of woe. The field has been
divided among the churches and these
four million have been given to us, Ep-
worth Leaguers, listen! If we do not
preach the Gospel to these men and
women they will never hear it from any
one else.

Are we measuring up to our duty?
Take that great student centre at Tokyo,
where our Central Tabernacle s situated
at the very gate of the Imperial Univer-
sity, and where our distinet respo isi-
bility is for two hundred thousand peo-
ple; in that strategic position, we have
but one senior male missionary,

True, we have gone into Kobe and put
our thousands in cash and some of our
best men in educational work there, That
is getting at the problem at its very
centre, for the ministry that must be
depended on to evangelize their own peo-
ple, eventually, will be drawn from here,
Our great laymen who will move their
communities—merchants, lawyers, doc-
tors—must come from these schools.

But what about the country people? Is
it not said that seventy-four per cent,
of Japan's population lives in country
villages? Yes, and until we get there we
will not have done much to evangelize
Japan. Look at the peninsula of Noto,
with its three hundred and fifty thousand
souls, for every one of which we are dis-
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tinctly responsible. They are a part of
our four million. Lofty temples, with
their great tiled roofs, tower above the
humble, thatched dwellings of the poor
peasant, even in the lonely places among
the mountains, but there is not a Chris-
tian church or chapel of any description
there, not a missionary or a natlve
worker. Does it seem to you that Japan
is evangelized, that our work there is
done? It has only had a good begin-
ning.

It was right that we should have
begun at.the ccutres of population. So
deeply rooted was prejudice, that for
many years Christianity could gain no
foothold in the country places where the
influence of the Buddhist priest is
supreme. A man who would sell or rent
his property for Christian services would
have been in many instances, if not in
most, excommunicated. To-day they
welcome us everywhere. A missionary
was about to leave for the home land on
furlough. A mistaken impression had
gone abroad that he was not to return.

Hearing this, a large number of business
and professional men signed and circu-
lated a petition praying the missionary
to come back. They knew that he stood
for something that no other man in that
community did.

Now the watchword is, “ Out into the
country!” In the last five years we have
opened up about forty mnew preaching
places in country towns and villages. We
have every reason for encouragement,
but the biggest part of our task lies still
before us.

How many workers have we in Japan?
Nineteen male missionaries and W.M.S.
missionaries twentyseven; all told,
native and foreign, about two hundred.
At least half of these are local preachers
and Bible women. Suppose that every
one of them was a capable preacher, he
would have a congregation of over
twenty thousand. Can one man evan-
gelize effectively that many people? No.
Then we are not yet measuring up to the
definite obligation we have assumed for
these four millions.

Thoughts on Prayer
FourTH PAPER.
REV. W. 8. PASCOE, D.D., HAMILTON, ONT.

HEN we draw nigh to God inissue of which

prayer, we do so under the sanc-

tion of this graclous promise:
*“It shall come to pass, that before they
call I will answer, and while they are yet
speaking I will hear,” How eager, then,
He must be to welcome us to His foot-
stool! But is it not true that our ex-
periences do not always square with that
wonderful promise? There must be a
cause for this. As His promises are “Yea
and amen, unto the glory of God by us,”
that cause must be in us, and in every
experience of that sort we should “ex-
amine ourselves, whether we be in the
faith; and prove our own selves,” as St.
Paul advises. We shall find that some-
thing in ourselves, or something we have
done, or some duty left undone, has kept
us without the answer from God which
we expected.

Our Lord's words may suggest one
cause: “Men ought always to pray, and
not to faint.” What occurs when that
“faint” takes place? We grow languid
in soul, and we cease to be receptive of
the blessings we feel we need and have
sought, and so to our consciousness the
light has faded, and the darkness has
fallen, What has to be done now? Give
up all as lost? No! Let another promise
answer that question: “The Lord will
walt that He may be gracious unto you,
and therefore He will be exalted that He
may have mercy upon you. ... He will
be very gracious unto thee at the voice
of thy cry; when He shall hear it He will
answer thee,” Then we ghould shut our-
gelves in with God again, and “ cry.”

St. Peter afirms that although we may
be fellow-heirs of the grace of life, “ our
prayers may be hindered,” and shows that
lack of harmony in the closest relations
of life may cause such hindrance; for he
says: “Be ye of one mind, having com-
passion one of another, love as brethren,
be pitiful, be courteous; not rendering
evil for evil, or railing for railing; but
contrariwise  blessing; knowing that
thereunto ye are called, that ye should in-
herit a blessing.” Now here is a large
ald for fon when

is the loss or gain of
eternal life, And so small part of that
conflict lies in the painful discovery, and
the strenuous removal, of all that hinders
our growth to perfection in spirituality
and service, We speedily learn that our
own undisciplined nature will give us
more trouble than any outside foe can
cause. It will be ever needful to see to
it that everything in us shall be brought
into subjection “ to the Father of spirits ”
that we may “live,” and resiet every foe
against whom in that conflict for life we
shall have to contend. In the noise of
the conflict our “cry” can reach unto
God, who says He will hear and be
graclous,

We must jealously guard ourselves
against the love of any spiritually hurt-
ful thing. No form of worldliness, be it
ever so pleasant or gainful, must turn us
away from God or lessen our zeal in His
service. No neglect of any means of
grace must be allowed. The Word of God
must be hid in our hearts lest we sin
against Him. We must persist in our
intercourse with God, on His part lov-
ingly paternal—on ours, sincere, earnest,
trustful. He must be supremely loved,
and His word to us must be life’s supreme
law. As the Master taught we must
pray, “ Thy will be done” by us, every-
where, on all occasions, under all circum-
stances.

Henry Ward Beecher once wrote, “If
you say, ‘ Thy will be done,’ and you say
to yourself, ‘Oh! I can pray that’ and
all the time your mind goes round and
round in immense circuits and far-off dis-
tances; but God is continually bringing
the circuits nearer to you, till He says,
‘How {8 it about your tempers and your
pride? How is it about your business
and your daily life?” This is a revolu-
tionary petition.”

If upon examination we cannot answer
such questions satisfactorily, we must not
glve up the fight. We should lay every-
thing before the Lord, and tell Him our
troubles, our lack of knowledge of many
things of which the Holy Spirit is our

we are under the uhmlow of disappoint-
ment, because we have falled to hear
God’s answering voice.

Our prayers hindered, and by ourselves,
and we felt so much need, and were so
earnest while offering them? Yes, by our-
selves largely. Among many other things
which experience will aid us to know, is
this:—the Christian life is a conflict, the

teacher, and with the Psalmist
ery to God, “ Search me, O God, and know
my heart, try me and know my thoughts,
and see if there is any way of wickedness
in me, and lead me in the way everlast-
ing.” Let us deal honestly with Him and
with ourselves in these things, and how
long shall the shadow or the pain of dis-
appointment be upon us? The waiting

God, our Father and our Saviour, answers
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that question: “ At the volee of thy ery
when He shall hear it, He will answer
thee.”

Of the special hindrance to prayer to
which St. Peter draws attention, Dan’l
Quorm, a favorite of ours, has this to
say: “ Brotherly love is a thing that our
Lord is so particular about, that He
won't let a man knock at the door o
heaven till He is in love and charity with
his neighbor; much less will He open the
windows of heaven for him.” That is a
true lesson for us. If we learn it and
practise it well, it will help keep our
prayers from being hindered.

The earnest Christian soon learns that
the way of our pllgrimage runs not al-
ways along green pastures and
waters. Many parts of it are ways of
pleasantness and peace; other parts are
where we need the “shoes of iron and
brass.” Up to sunlit heights, down to
deep valleys, where the deadly shadows
lie; up again to heavenly places where all
things brighten into beauty; up craggy
steeps where are dangers for the feet of
the unwary, and weariness for the steady,
careful climber; but never away from the
eye and ear of our attentive and waiting
God. And so will it be, until on “the
eternal hills of God,” he shall stand in
the holy place, where, as on his journey,
but in larger measure, “ he shall receive
the blessing of the Lord, and righteous-
ness from the God of his salvation. This
is the heritage of them that seek Him.”
“All the paths of the Lord,” even the
painful ones and the steep, “are mercy
and truth unto such as keep His covenant
and His testimonies.”
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What I Can Do in a General
Way to Make My Country
Better and Brighter
MISS ADA WALPOLE, OXENDEN,

A Governor-General of Canada stated
in an address to the Members of Parlia-
ment, that before the end of the present
century, Canada would not only be the
granary, but the heart and soul and rud-
der of the empire. Why not? Cauada
has an increasing population, vast ma-
terial resources, a splendid climate,

and young
Canadians. But do these constitute &
nation?

A nation’s strength is not in its houses,
and barns, and lands, and wheat; but
in its righteousness. Canada can
great only as she utilizes her material
forces for the development of character
in the lives of her individual citizens,
and for the upbuilding and extension of
Christ's Kingdom everywhere.

Then if the law of greatness is indi-
vidual service, what can I, one individual
living in an infinitely small space of this
great Dominion, do In a general way to
make my country better and brighter?

A good citizen will do his or her duty.
Social service is the high law of duty,
hence one should encourage the soclal
life of the community. Man is a soclal
being and it is right that he should have
social enjoyment, When friends meet
together in a social way, they come near
to one another, not only in body but also
in spirit. They meet together not as
business or professional men, but in their
own real characters. One should enter
into the social life of a community with
the determination to be kind and helpful
to everyone. To be cheerful and op-
timistic, no matter what comes, is one of
the noblest of ambitions. We should try
and cultivate the habit of looking on the
sunny  side, Cheerfulness always
strengthens bravery.

As a Christian citizen I should en-
courage the advancement of any soclety,
organization, or club which is of moral
and spiritual benefit in the upbuilding
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of character in the Individual citizens of
the community.

As a good citizen I should always be
in my place. When need, or an emerg-
ency confronts the country, I should be
where 1 can serve my country best. I
should use my influence to defend every
political issue that is righteous, and de-
nounce every political issue that is un-
righteous. If a great moral issue is
under discussion, I should use my in-
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themselves into a league offensive and
defensive against every form of evil that
invades the home and the community,
and diminishes the vitality of the national
lite.

As an Epworth Leaguer I should re-
member that my power for good is al-
ways proportioned to the culture, the
volume and the purity of my own charuc-
ter and life. The secret of power is not
80 much in the intellect, as in a will

fluence in battling with the r
and the best citizens for honor and truth,
and for the nation’s highest character.
As a Christian citizen I should neither
use my influence nor be identified with
any movement, political or otherwise,
that will result in the exaltation of any
man or of any cause that will interfere
with the higher development of the
national life. 1 should encourage
Christian men and women to organize

ly, fixedly, y held to and
pursuing the good.

Then as young people we ought to
dwell upon the thought, that we to-day
are natlon-builders; that we are laying
the foundation of an empire What shall
its character be? For answer let us
hold high the colors on the Maltese
Cross, bearing the motto “Look up and
Life up” for Christ the Church and
Canada.

Be Polite

MISS KATHLEEN McKEE, B.A,

HE place to begin practising this

lesson is at home. It s sald that

there 18 a certain bird which has
two voices. When it s out among other
birds its volce is sweet. It sings only
cheerful songs without even a harsh note.
But when that same bird goes home to
its own nest, its voice immediately loses
its sweetness and becomes rasping and
croaking.

Are there not some people who are like
this strange bird? They have two voices,
When they are out visiting they are
models of amiability, They are so polite,
8o gentle,” so kind. They are always
doing favors, always saying appreciative
things. But when they get home this
sweet, gracious voice at once changes and
becomes dull, harsh, impatient, and even

angry.

Now, why do they do this? Is it be-
cause they love their friends more than
the dear ones in the home? Not at all.
They just feel they cannot stand the
#train of being polite any longer than is
necessary, and are glad enough to enter
their own abode, where they may throw
off all restraint and enjoy what they call
the comforts of home.

Take for example a family living far
away from us. Their manners, like their
hats, are put on and off at the front door.
No smiling “good-morning” greets the
members of this family before breakfast.
They do not sit down to the table in an
orderly manner, but each one comes when
he or she gets ready. Then the fun be-
®ins: “I say, Jack, pass the bread, can't
you?" “You could reach it yourself if
you'd try,” snaps Jack, without making
the least move to oblige his brother,
Then a shriek rings through the room.
Jack’s arm and a pin point have come
in contact—and Jack moves. So does
‘Will, and so does the father. They move
in the direction of the woodshed, where,
Jjudging from the music, they enjoy more
of the “comforts of home.”

How much some people excuse In
friends that they fail to excuse in their
loved ones. If big brother spills a drop
of tea on a very ordinary, every-day
table-cloth, he is the clumsiest “chump”
that ever lived, but let a visitor upset
the teapot and fairly deluge the best
company table-cloth and .they say, “Well,
wasn't it careless of me to leave that
teapot 8o near the edge of the table. Now,
do not worry one bit. The stain will
ut; accidents will happen, you
Then little brother looks at
little sister and whispers, “My, fsn't it
dandy to be a visitor; glad I didn't knock
the old teapot over, Wouldn't I have got
it? It's the very best cloth, too.”

A young man carelessly stepped on his
‘wife's dress as she was going down stairs.
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“Grace,” he sald, impatiently, “I wish
you would either hold your dress up or
have it made shorter.” The wife said
nothing for a moment, then she looked
up into her husband’'s face and sald,
“Melville, if it had been some other
woman whose dress you had stepped on,
what would you have sald?” The young
man was honest and he replied, “I
should have apologized for my awkward-
ness, Grace, and I do now to you. I am
truly ashamed of myself. Please forgive
me!”

The truest politeness comes of sincerity.
It 1s not the kind that is observed in
fashionable life—the kind that mukes a
woman say to a caller, “ It seems an age
since you were here. I cannot tell you
how very pleased I am to see you. Now
do stay, I should be so glad to have you."
Then as soon as the door closes she ex-
clalms petulantly, “ My, I do detest that
woman. She just grates on me. I hope
she will never come here again.”

That kind of politeness may be donned
and doffed at pleasure as occasion re-
quires, while genuine politeness is a part
of the person. It is the manifestation of
solld and enduring qualities within,
Chesterfleld manners pertain to the out-
side and do not go skin-deep. He allowed
hypocrisy, when it was necessary, to gain
the applause of mankind and the chief
motive he presented for “elegant man-
ners " was to attract attention. He advo-
cated the “ whited sepulchre,” no matter
what uncleanness was found within, His
politeness was a sham. But genuine
politeness proceeds from real character.
It must be the outcome of the heart or it
will make no lasting impression.

Two young men were standing in the
post office when a young lady came in
and greeted them pleasantly. They raised
their hats and politely wished her “ Good
evening,” but as soon as the door closed
they began to make sneering remarks
about her dress. Now, why did they act
80 politely when the lady was there and
80 boorish when she had gone ? Simply
because they wished to be considered
polished. They had polish no doubt—a
great deal of it—but it was all on their
boots. Would it not have been better for
them had they kept their three dollar
hats on their empty pates and stood as
stiff as if their backbones were all in a
piece? Far better be boors than hypo-
crites.

True politeness 1s kind. It exhibits
itself in the disposition to contribute to
the happiness of others and to refrain
from all that may annoy them. We have
no more right to say an uncivil thing
than we have to act one.

A member of the House of Commons
twitted an English statesman about his
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humble origin. “I remembér when you
used to black my father's boots," he
sneeringly exclaimed. The audience sat
spell-bound, wondering how the states-
man would take such a cut. With a clear,
ringing volce that thrilled every man, he
sald, “ Yes, sir, I did, and didn't I do it
well.”

,Robert Burns, the great Scotch poet,
'was once taken to task by a little English
snob for recognizing a poorly-dressed far-
mer in the open street. “ Why, my dear
John,” sald Burns, “it wasn't his coat,
nor his hat, nor his top-boots I spoke to;
it was the man inside of them, and for
true worth he would weigh down a dozen
like you and me.” Some of the plainest
garments still cover the most beautiful
souls, and yet there are people who pay
more attention to the wrapping-paper
than they do to the jewel within. Really
polite souls do not make any difference
between well and poorly-dressed people
when it comes to manners. They treat
all with courtesy.

True politeness is grateful and readily
acknowledges kind actions. In darkest
Africa this quality is recognized and in-
gratitude or neglect to thank a person
for a benefit conferred is punishable. Can
we mnot learn a lesson from these
Africans ? Some of us have recelved a
favor from a friend. Have we expressed
our gratitude ? Some of us have received
an encouraging word from a neighbor,
Did we ever thank her? Every day we
recelve blessings from God. Are our
hearts overflowing with love and grati-
tude ? Every day we sit down to well-
spread tables and am I not right in say-
ing that in some homes the first words
are, “Pass the bread, please.” How
of us bow our heads reverently and thank
the Giver for all the blessings He has
bestowed upon us? How many of us
thank Him for our health, our friends,
our work, and for “the wild joy of liv-
1.g"? We are polite enough to read our
friends’ letters. Do we ever sit down
and take our Bible to enjoy God's mes-
sages to us ? We are polite enough to
Introduce a friend to other friends. How
many of us have introduced our friends
to the greatest of all friends—Jesus?

True politeness is gentle. It exhibits
itself in a refined, cultured manner. A
polite person does not indulge in slang or
vulgar conversation. He does not laugh
at the misfortunes of others, or ridicule
the weak and the afficted. He shows
respect to his elders and is considerate of
the feelings of everybody.

But the only way to be truly polite is
to be truly unselfish. There are people
who are 8o unselfishly thoughtful of
others in all their intercourse with them
that they are called “ just delightful ” by
everybody who knows them. They ques-
tion and listen with enthusiastic Interest,
They say kind words because they feel
kind. They avold unpleasant toples and
express their best thoughts, their truest
bellefs, their highest purposes and their
loftiest aspirations. They pour them.
selves into your soul and lift you up to
their level. They give you their very
best, You recognize their great gifts and
by doing so share them,

How can we be sure of being truly po-
lite? Paul, the pattern Christian gentle-
man, gives us this rule: “ Let nothing be
done through strife or vain-glory; but in
lowliness of mind, let each esteem others
better than himself. Look not every man
on his own things, but every man also
on the things of others. Let this mind be
in you which was also in Christ Jesus*
If we follow this rule, we shall not only
seem polite, but we shall be go.

In the pure soul, although it sing or pray,
The Christ is born anew from day to day;
The life that knoweth Him shall bdide
apart
And keep eternal Christmas in the heart,
—Elizabeth Stuart Phelps.
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OQur
Juniors

APPY NEW YEAR! to all
our Juniors, May you all
have lots of fun during the

winter months; good wholesome
sport out in the open just as
Beatrice Clendinnen was having
in the snow, at Kemptvilie, when
I got her picture the other day.
And if Daddy has a horse and
1 am sure you will enjoy
e with him in the crisp win-
ter air and be just as happy and
comfortable as Arthur Wilkinson
looked when 1saw him at Carleton
Place just a little while ago, snug
ly tucked under the robe and
playing driver. Look out for other
happy children next month.—Ed-

itor.

Summer Sport and Winter Fun

Just look at the two pictures on these
pages. You would hardly think that
each one taken on the same corner,
would you? One reminds us of the good
old summer time, and the boys and girls
are having a fine time around the foun
tain. This pretty scene was located at
the corner of Walmer Road and Lowther
Avenue, Toronto, near wnere 1 live. The
fountain is right in front of the Baptist
Church, the masonry of which shows a
little in the picture. 1 w~as strolling
around there on my way to my office
one day a few months ago, and was de
lighted to see the little folk having such
a good time, sailing their toy boats and
generally making quite a splash in the
water. They were quite ready to have
their picture taken, and altogether I
think they make a pretty group. Is any-
thing prettier than a group of happy
children at play? For one I think not,
But summer is not the only season for
a jolly time and lots of fun out of doors
See the other group. What a contrast
these little lads and lasses make, do
they not? One would never think that
my camera was only a few feet away
when this picture was taken from the

where 1 stood in making the
that was the case. One
day 1 went out for a walk after lunch,
when a very heavy snowstorm was rag-
ing. My! how it did snow and blow
But it wasn't very cold, and I was look-
ing for something pretty to make into
a picture. 1 never once thought that I
should find such a group almost waiting
for me to photograph. But these little
folk had just been dismissed from their
private school at the corner as I came
along, and when they saw me, one lassie

very spot
first one. But

sald Won't you please take our ple-
ture Why, that was the very thing
I wanted to do, so | said, “1 will if

you will play that you are a lot of snow-
birds, and get right down all together
as if you were in a nest.” You may be
sure they did just what I suggested;
and there in the snow, the flakes all fall-
ing thick and fast upon them, they cud-
dled down in their fancied nest, and I
soon had them all in my little black
case. Then up and away they went, for
if they had stayed there long they would
have been surely snowed under and
buried beneath the drift. As I look at
these pictures and think of my little

SUMMER SPORT

(Bee Article)

friends so healthy and happy, and having
such jolly times in the open air, whether
in summer or winter, it makes me glad
that this splendid country of ours has
just the right kind of weather to make
boys and girls strong and rugged. For
one, I am of the opinion that every boy
and girl needs lots of good food, plenty
of fresh air, and any amount of play.
Do you agree with me?

Vivian’s Lesson

MISS KATHLEEN M'KEE, B.A, STAYNER

The baby had gone to sleep, and
Vivian had darkened the windows and
was tiptoeing out of the room when

twelve-year-old Harold came rushing in.

“1 say, Viv,” he called out—"1 say,
Viv' where are you? I want'——

“1 don't care what you want, you great
noisy article. Here I have been rocking
that little crosspatch for a whole hour
and just when I have him asleep you
come in like a cyclone and waken him,
You're the meanest boy I ever saw and
1 just hate you, so I do,” said Vivian, as
she took up little Clarence, who was yell-
ing at the top of his voce.

“Why, Vivian, I didn't know you were
putting baby to sleep or I would "™

“Have come in like a mouse, I sup-
pose, and whispered In the sweetest of
tones, ‘ Vivian, dear, I'll rock the baby
for you,' " sald Vivian, sarcastically.

“I'm going with Leslie Murray to the
river for a swim and maybe I'll get
drowned, then 1 guess you'll be sorry you
were so cranky with me.”

“1 don't care where you go as long
as you keep out of my sight I never
want to see you again,” replied Vivian,
impatiently.

The door closed with a bang, and
Harold rushed down the street, singing
at the top of his voice:

“0 sister Vivian has had a bad day,
And many a one before,

She has grumbled and growled in her

usual way

Till her poor little throat is sore.

But Harold, pray, must have his say,
And he's going to make things hum.

And he won't do a thing but make Viv.

Ze zlzzy ze zum zum zum.”
Vivian put her fingers in her ears to

shut out the sound, but even the clock
seemed to tick “bad day, bad day” and
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the little bird in the cage twittered,
“That's 8o, just so.”

“I've been dreadfully cross,” thought
Vivian. * Everything seems to go wrong
with mother away. Oh dear! I wish she
would come home, but the doctor sald
father was to have a month’s rest, and
of course, mother must stay in Muskoka
to take care of him. If it wasn't for
Harold I believe I could manage, but he
is the plague of my life. I never saw
such a boy. Why, just this morning he
upset a pitcher of cream and didn't he
use my freshly ironed blouse to mop the
floor. Then he took Eileen's doll and
scraped the wax off its face for gum, and
because Eileen cried, he tried to pacify
her by showing her how funny a cat
acted when it had paper tied around its
feet, It really did act funny, but I guess
Harold will never try that game again,
for the cat knocked over a little table
and broke mother's pretty vase that
Uncle Jack brought all the way from
Germany. It didn’t hinder Harold from
eating a good, hearty meal, but I couldn't
eat a bite. Then, just when I had baby
asleep, he had to make more trouble
He's just as hateful as he can be.”

In an hour the work was done and
Vivan sat down to rest for a few minutes
while baby Clarence and four-year-old
Eileen played on the floor.

“I've been dreadfully cross,” thought
Vivian. “Harold does try me so much,
but after all he is only a boy, and I
ought to be more patient with him. I
wonder if other Epworth Leaguers have
as bad days as I. T do try so hard to be
good,”"——

The door opened and closed with a
bang and someone came rushing into the
dining-room.

“T'll soon have supper ready, Harold,”
sald Vivian, without turning around.

“It isn’t Harold, he's in the river and
we can't find him,” sald Leslie, who hur-
ried away immediately,

Vivian was stunned. Harold in the
river! Harold drowned! He would
never bother her any more. Then she
remembered what she had sald at noon
—that she hoped she would never see

him again,
“I didn’t mean it. I didn’t mean it,”
she sobbed. “O God, I didn't mean it.

Bring him back to me and I'll never be
cross with him again.”

It grew dark. The baby cried. Vivian
shivered as she picked him up, for she
remembered what she had said to Harold
—before he fell into the river. They
were going to have pumpkin pie for tea,
and Harold was very fond of it.. She

would never make any more. No one
would want to taste it again,
The door opened once more. Perhaps

they had found him and were carrying
him home,

“1 say, Viv,, where are you?
my supper.”

Vivan dropped the baby and burst into
tears,

“0 Harold, is it you?"

“Well, 1 guess so. Why, what's the
matter Vivian?”

“ 0 Harold, I thought you were drown-
ed,” and Vivian sobbed as if her heart
would break.

Such a supper as they had! Vivian
couldn’t eat a bite. She just stood and
waited on Harold.

“ And weren’t you in the river at all?"
she asked, as she passed him the third
dish of raspberry jam,

“Why, yes, of course I was in the river.
I went there to swim, but T got ahead of
them all and came home through the
meadow.

“Harold,” said Vivian, putting her arm
around his neck and kissing his freckled
face, “1 cannot tell you how glad I am
to see you. I'll never be cross with you
again, not even if you take my silk dress
to mop up the floor.”

And Harold smiled,—~and helped him-
self to the third piece of ple.

1 want

Junior Topics

JAN 19.— CHRISTIAN
Romans 12: 10.

“ Be kindly affectioned one to another
with brotherly love; in honor preferring
one another.”

Tell the story of the good Samaritan
a8 found in Luke 10: 27-37, bringing out
the thought as expressed n - our topie.
The week before select a few Juniors who
will agree to come prepared to give
definite illustrations of Christian cour-
tesy. Suggest to one that he find his
neighbor in his own home, to another
that he find his neighbor in a stranger,
ete. Ask them to keep a list of those
to whom they exercise the graces of true
Christian courtesy the week prior to the
meeting at which the topic will be dis-
cussed. Having supplied slips on which
the following texts had been written, have
the passages of Scripture read or recited
by Juniors, who will give the thought con-
tained in each: 1 Pet, 3: 8; Mark 12: 31;
Gal. 6: 10; 1 Cor. 16: 14; Rom. 15: 2;
1 Pet. 4: 8

This definition might be recited in con-
cert until committed to memory.

COURTESY.

“ Politeness is to do and say,
The kindest thing in the kindest way.”

As followers of Christ do we find Him
always courteous? See Luke 4: 40; Mark
4: 38; Mark 6: 30-43; Matt. 19: 13-15.

In Trinity churchyard, Boston, there is
a beautiful statue of Phillips Brooks.
Just back of Phillips Brooks is the figure
of Christ with hand uplifted in blessing,
as though “ in honor perferring” the man
who in his life had so fully represented
his Master.

Why does mother use oil on her sewing
machine? Courtesy is like oil in the
machinery of life, Politeness makes
things run smoothly. The superintendent
might tell a story emphasizing the truth
of the topic.

“Father, make us loving,
Gentle, thoughtful, kind;
Fill us with thy Spirit,
Make us of thy mind.
Help us love each other
More and more each day,
Help us follow Jesus
In the narrow way."”

WINTER FUN
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FOR THE JUNIOR LEADER.

1 saw a prince to-day on ——— Street,
in the crowded downtown district, at
the busy hour of noon. He wasn't a
prince from over the sea—just a Canadian
prince, if you please. As he came to an
alley crossing, two steps down, littered
with trash because of repairs going on
near by, he met an old lady, poorly clad,
crippled, wrinkled, feeble, and tottering.
This young prince in smart business
clothes stopped, turned around, and took
her tenderly by the arm, and with all the
affectionate consideration which could be
showr to a queen helped her down and
up on the other side, lifted his hat, and
was caught up again in the fevered cur-
rent of bread winners. As we touched
elbows for a moment, I said, * Young man,
your soul has grown a foot taller in the
last minute,” He looked about with a sug-
gestive moisture in his eyes, and only
answered, “ Oh, we've all got mothers at
home.” To-morrow a'prince will be walk-
ing in the streets of — about noon
You may not see him. He wears no
crown on his head, but on his heart rests
a diadem that outshines all the stars.—
\dapted from Girlhood Days.

JAN. 26.—OUR OWN MISSION IN WEST
CHINA HOSPITALS, SCHOOLS
AND ORPHANAGES. Luke 18:
15-

“ Measured by commercial possibilities,
no country has such a future before her
as China. She has rich natural re-
sources; an abundance of cheap labor,
which is at the same time intelligent and
hard-working.” “In the twentieth cen-
tury commerce, not war will decide
which shall be the dominant natlons.”
“Does it mean nothing to Canada
whether or not the greatest nation of
business men the world has seen and
our next-door neighbor across the Pacific
is Christian? Is it conceivable that
with the future of Canada and of China
bound up commercially, as it must be,
she will not profoundly influence us?
We must Christianize her, or she will
paganize us."”

In our text-books and periodicals the
superintendent will find much giving her
an insight into the Chinese character,
the weakness of China, China's need of
the Gospel, ete.

Our mission has carried on extensive
medical work for the Chinese. In
Chengtu Dr. Sheridan has carried on dis-
pensary and hospital work. In Chung-
king work has been opened up. In

(SBee Article).
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Kiating Dr. Wallace Crawford labored.
In Junghsien Dr. Cox worked. In Jen-
show Dr. Allan was on duty. Drs. wil-
gon, Ferguson and Barter were busy in
other parts. Much of the doctors’ time
has been taken up in the building of new
hospitals, From their letters to the
Missionary Bulletin much valuable infor-
mation will be found concerning their
work.

1t the work of Christian education is
successful, the result will be the bringing
under the influence of Christ and into
His church hundreds of the brightest
minds of the com generation. The
Chinese will see also the importance of
religious moral training.

In speaking of the work of our mission
in education we follow the grading of
schools as made by the Chinese Board of
Bducation, and adopted by the Christian
Bducational Union. The Primary Schools
are divided into Junior and Senior
grades. Most of our day schools are of
Junior Primary grade. The ideal is to
have a school in every chapel. Will you
help us reach it? There are four Senior
Primary Schools, viz, Chengtu, Kiating,
Junghsien and Chungking. Point out
these places on the map, placing & red
star at each. These are boarding schools
for boys. Between the primary and col-
lege grades we have the.Middle School.
Reference might be made to Normal train-
ing and Theological training. From the
little Bible classes some of the most
promising men are sent to the Annual
Bible School held in one centre every
summer. A very encouraging part of the
work is that among the women. fo edu-
cate the daughters and mothers of China
means that Christ will be the head of the
tamily and of the nation. The work at
Kiating, Luchow, Tzeliutzing, Junghsien
and Chengtu has been full of encourage-
‘ment.

Send at once to Dr. F. C. Stephenson
for literature, without which you cannot
prepare your topic for the Juniors. No
doubt you have already helps on hand.

WE HOLD THE KEY.

On the top of Mt. Omel, in West China,
stood an old man who had climbed ten
thousand feet to worship at the shrine of
the Golden Buddha. A missionary asked
him what he was seeking.

“ Happiness,” replied the old man.

“ Have you found it?”

“No. 1 feel and feel, but I cannot find
the door.”

1t is because we know Christ, who is
the door to happiness and to life, and to
us, as to the disciples of old, has been
given the key that unlocks the kingdom
of heaven to those who stand without,
that the call of awakened China comes
wita such ringing insistency.

FEB. 2—PARENTS' DAY. Mark 10:
1416,

Plan to have a large number of the
parents present. Send out printed invi-
tations in good time before the meeting.
The Juniors may present a varled pro-
gramme interspersed with music. A
chalk talk could be given by the superin-
tendent. Draw a large circle on the
blackboard, then inside a smaller circle,
in the centre of which place a cross.
From the inner circle to the outer draw
the lines which will form the Maltese
cross. In the four parts of the Maltese
cross place the names of the Depart-
ments. The small circle will represent
the Home; the wider circle outside repre-
sents the Church, *“Look up, lift up”
could be written on the cross represent-
ing Christ. The Home is the centre of
our lives, and the Church comes next to
the home when we are Christians, Our
Junfor League members try to be loving,
willing workers in the home and in the
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church under the banner of the cross
which sanctifies our work. Emphasize
the thought that God’s House is for
families. Mother and father must bring
the children to the House of the Lord.
There was no church where Jesus sat
one day on His way to Jerusalem. If
there had been, the disciples would not
have tried to send the children away,
for the Jewish children were taught to
worship. But because Jesus was tired
and His disciples wished Him to rest
they wanted to send away the mothers
with their little ones. Then He showed
them that it did not make any difference
whether they were in a church building
or mot, for wherever Jesus is, there is a
place of worship, and He always wants
the parents and the children. Then He
spoke the words which we all know 8o
well, “ Suffer the children,” ete.

FEB. 9—THE LAW OF SQUARE DEAL-
ING. Matt. 7: 1, 2, 12.

«God’s followers should think of
others.” “He who would reach the full
stature of a man in Christ plays fair.”
An interesting talk could be given by one
of the builders in your congregation, who
might use a model house before the
Juniors. Or a carpenter’s square, a foot-
rule and yard-stick might be tacked on
the blackboard, and lessons drawn from
these by the superintendent. Who does
a Chinaman in his own country worship?
Who taught him to worship idols?
Many years before Christ came, Con-
fucius taught the people of China a rule.
Talk a few minutes of rules and what
they mean. Make a big capital " on
the blackboard. Complete the word
Confucius. Under this complete the word
Christ. Opposite the word *“ Confucius
write his rule, * Whatsoever ye would not
that anyone should do to you, do not to
him.” Below this write the Golden Rule,
asking the Juniors to give it to you
(Matt. 7: 12). Which rule is better?
How is the best way to keep the Golden
Rule? What is meant by saying, “ That
fellow 18 square”? Some of the boys
could give illustrations of “a square
deal,” in the game of baseball, croquet,
or other games. How does the law of
square dealing apply to the boy you
don't like very well? How does it apply
to your teachers?

“mhen glve to the world the best you

have,
And the best will come back to you.
Give love, and love to your heart will
flow—
A strength in your utmost need;
Have faith, and a score of hearts will
show
Their faith in your word and deed.”

*FEB. 16—THE EFFECT OF GRATI-
TUDE. Psa. 92: 1, 2; 100: 33, 34.
Let verses of praise or gratitude be
repeated. Bible instances of gratitude
could be given also. Sing “Count Your
Blessings.”

CHALK TALK FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT.

One of the most important lessons for
a child to learn is that of gratitude. Wg
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it into their mouths quick. Little chil-
dren have to be told a hundred times to
say something when people give them
things, and really most of the thank yous
that we hear are the result of long and
po lent teaching. 1If this is so, probably
a little more teaching might result in &
deepening of the spirit of thankfulness
for which the words only stand. Every-
body knows how beautiful it is to see
gratitude in a child. If boys and girls
realized how much pleasure they might
give by showing a thankful spirit they
would be glad to practice it much more
than they do. We wonder whether they
know that they lose many good things
before they get them because of their
ungraclous way of accepting favors. This
is something you can afford to think
about.

If we feel gratitude in our hearts we
are sure to say, “Thank you" Some-
times the trouble is that we don't stop to
think.—Epworth Herald.

Social Evening for the Juniors
AN “ ANTMAL TWISTS "' PARTY.

‘When you are planning to have a little
party of girls and boys at your home, and
are trying to think of some new kind of
entertainment for them, suppose you ar-
range for a game of “animal twists.”

Make some cat-shaped cards, and write
or print on them the following curious
combinations of letters, each combination,
when rightly written, forming the name
of some animal:

1. Peesh. 9. Grabed.
2. Duggop. 10. Retirer.
3. Roast Slab. 11. Parti.

4. Leap Then. 12. Kacopec.
5. Firfage. 13. Somsoup.
6. Torte. 14. Unnepig.
7. Rugaja. 165. Ricecoldo.
8. Aimcosh.

Tie a tiny pencil to each card with a
gay-colored ribbon. Each name must be
written in its place after the incorrect
combination. The names are:

1. Sheep. 9. Badger.
2. Pug Dog. 10. Terrier.
3. Albatross. 11, Tapir.

4. Elephant. 12. Peacock.
5. Giraffe. 13. Opossum.
6. Otter. 14, Penguin.
7. Jaguar. 15. Crocodile.
8. Chamols.

Give ten minutes for the writing, and
then read aloud the correct names, giving
the contestants time to check off those
they have right—Christian Evangelist.

For the Junior Leader
My CRrEED.
1 would be true, for there are those who
tr

me;
1 would be pure, for there are those who
care;
1 would be strong, for there is much to
suffer;
1 would be brave, for there is much to

dare;
1 would be friend of all—the foe—the

call it a lesson, for such we
it to be. Some children are naturally in-
clined to say “thank you" and to feel it.
Most ¢hildren, however, are not so; and
it is often a cause of bitter grief to

© RATEFUL HEARTS
2 IVE THANKS TO
3 oD WHO

1VES ALL

00D

TFTS

parents and friends to see children take
things and use them with never a
thought apparently, of the giver. Little
bables have no gratitude. They grab
everything that comes their way and put

fr
1 would be giver and forget the gift;
1 would be humble, for I know my weak-

ness;
1 would look up—and laugh—and love
—and 1ift.

—Howard Arnold Walter.

The children had written compositions
on the giraffe. They were reading them
aloud to the class. At length the time
came for little Willie to read his. It
was as follows: “The giraffe is a dumb
animal, and can not express itself by
any sound, because its neck is so long
that its volce gets tired on its way to
its mouth."—S8elected.
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Note—~This ‘s an address delivered by
the President of the St. Catharines District
Epworth League, at the recent Convention
at Beamsville, and secured for our readers
by the good offices of Rev. B. Eyre. It
contains essential truth relating to real
success in Epworth League work on every
Di; t and in every local organization.—

N the first place, let us deal with the
Word. The first chapter of John's
Gospel is an abiding testimony to the

value of personal work. Andrew found
Simon, Philip found Nathaniel. There
was no great meeting, no multitude, no
excitement. A man had made a dis-
covery of the utmost importance to him-
self, and soon felt that it was quite as
important to others. So he went to the
nearest man, and sald, “I have found the
Christ, come!”

In each case there was first, a dis-
covery. Every Jew knew of the Mes-
sianic hope, and thought it was vague,
it was real. 8o, when Andrew and Philip
found by Jesus' revealing of himselt to
them, that this was indeed the Christ,
they did not hesitate to make their dis-
covery known. Before, they could have
said nothing about Jesus, but would have
had more than a passing interest. But
“Messiah!” that was worth telling. He
who would win others to faith in the
Sent of God, must himself first know
Him, not only know about Him.

There is no more striking illustration
in the New Testament, of God's use of
two methods than in the story of Philip
the evangelist.

He had conducted a great revival in
Samaria. The people with one accord
gave heed unto the things he spoke, and
the work attracted so much attention that
Peter and John went down from Jerusa-
lem to take part in it. Then, on the
heels of that great awakening, Philip is
sent to the high road from Jerusalem to
Africa, to meet one man and preach to
him. Philip's method with the Bthiopian
enunch was a model for personal work-
ers. He used the Word. He explained it.
He went from the known to the unknown,
He preached unto him Jesus. He won
his man.

The conversion of Cornelius is a type.
Many a man is ready to receive the gospel,
who waits only the teaching, that will
show him what he needs.

There are incidents of that sort in
nearly every revival. Not all the un-
converted are deflant and deliberate sin-
ners, They desire better things.

They have long been anxious for a hap-
pler life, and many a Christlan worker
who has gone to such persons a little
unwillingly has geen shamed by the re-
mark, “I have been hoping for a long
time, that somebody would speak to me
about religion, but nobody has ever seemed
to care.” Are there those in our midst
who can say that of us?

Always remember that the centre of
missionary work is at your dcor. From
th;t point the lines go out to “he world's
end.

Charles Spurgeon, in his day the great-
est of all preachers to great crowds, said:
If the kingdom is ever to come to our
Lord—and come it will—it never will
come through a few ministers, mission-
aries or evangelists preaching the gospel.
It must come through every one of us
preaching it—in the shop and by the fire-
side, when walking abroad, and when sit-
ting In the chamber. We must, all of us,
be always endeavoring to save some.

The meaning of personal work for souls,
18 bringing souls one by one by personal
effort to Jesus, as St. Andrew did. To
this work every Christian is called, how-
ever weak or poor, or ignorant, or un-

practiced. For every one who hears
Christ is bound to get another to come.
Bach member of Christ’s body, which is
the Church, must be a witness for his
Master.

In short, every Christlan must accept
the trust of souls, and, as professing
Christians we dare not forget that Christ
came, not to save the righteous, but sin-
ners,

When Jesus announced his Messiaship
to individuals they heard him eagerly;
when he announced it to a public as-
sembly they condemned him to die.

The plain sermon which is followed up
by personal work on the part of the
church members will be more effective
than the most superb effort of a great
orator, which begins and ends in itself.

Whatever things a Christian can not
do, personal work for God is the one
thing he can do. The surest way to start
a revival is to start after the unsaved in-
dividual nearest you, Of the multitudes
who have been converted in great revivals,
the vast majority cherish the memory of
some Christian's personal work as the
thing which finally turned the scale. Is

J. MARTIN PATTINSON, NIAGARA
FALLS.

it true that the majority of our chureh'

members have never won a soul for
Christ? What shall we do about it?

Consider a few reasons why we should
seek souls.

1. They are lost. It is understood that
both the wandering sheep and the coln
are lost, It seems to be taken for granted
that the lost sheep cannot find its way
back. Of course the lost coin cannot re-
store itself to the purse. In the case of
the prodigal son, it is true that he finds
his way back to his former home. It is
implied, however, that it is the father’s
love that brings the son back. The son
comes to himself only because he cannot
forget how earnestly his father must wish
for his return.

It 18 nowhere represented in the Bible
that any soul must wait until some one
comes after him before be can return to
God’s favor. But it is taken for granted
that he will not. “How shall they heor,”
ex?lllns the apostle, “without a preach-
ert”

It was to win these “lost” ones that God
sent His Son. He leaves the soclety of

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA. 17
Personal Work

J. MARTIN PATTINSON, NiacAra FALLS.

the sinless, and the communion of Heaven
for an earthly allotment of toil and ex-
posure. He must traverse dark moun-
tains. To lift the victim of sin and the
heir of wrath to his shoulders, as the
recovered and ransomed one, that shoul-
der must bear the cross of shame and
agony. He came to save.

2. They are worthy of recovery. Some
one has sald, that the true value of the
soul was the great discovery of Jesus.

Philips Brooks, in his Yale Lectures,
notes as the secret of our Lord's success
as a soul winner, that he recognized the
true worth of the soul.

It is not humanity in the abstract that
Jesus glorifies, but the individual soul,
and all the success that has come to those
who have struggled for the rights of man
must be traced back to our Lord's teach-
ing.

No one can look at men from Jesus'
point of view, and with his spirit, with-
out being a soul-winner,

3, Seek them for Ohrist's sake. To seek
a soul because It is worth saving is surely
Christlan. But the animating motive in
all successful soul-winning must ever be
“for the sake of Christ” We shall be-
come professional, our conviction will
gradually run out, or we shall gradually
lose our sense of the value of the soul,
unless we constantly remember that
Christ sends us, and promises to be with

us.

4, Beek then, for the world's sake. The
saving of a soul brings back something
that is lost to soclety. In the old slave
days men and women were held at so
much per head. They were counted as
worth so much because they could work.

How much more {8 a soul worth, an
intelligence, a spiritual entity, a member
of the great family of men?

5. Seek them for the Church's sake.
Every church needs these unconverted
ones. Souls that have been brought back
from the “far country” will appreciate at
their full value the blessings of home,
and add to its worth.

6. Seek them for the sake of Heaven,
We are told that Heaven rejoices over one
sinner that returns.

“They rejoice because an heir of Heaven
has been led to claim his inheritance.
Heaven belongs to the penitent soul, and
he belongs to heaven. Every member of
the Church of Christ, who is as the lost
sheep or the lost plece of money, or as
the younger son, i8 one lost out of the
family of God.

Some one asks, “How shall we do {t?”
Go after them! This is the only way to
find the lost, as it is the only way to per-
suade some of them to come back. The
majority of the lost do not believe they
are lost. They look upon our Churches
as mere ecclesiastical institutions, or as
fashionable club houses. They do not re-
gard them as organizations for the sole
purpose of saving men. They will never
be persuaded, unless they see on the part
of Christians, an earnest effort to put the
doctrines of Christ into practice. Some
of our Churches practically say to those
outside, “If you do not come, you can stay
away. We glve you a pleasant church,
good singing, and good preaching. If you
don’t come, our responsibility is ended.”
The world will never be brought to
Christ by such Churches.

Bring them back! The parable of the
supper shows what the thought of Christ
is regarding the indifferent and careless.
In our earnestness, we should fairly selze
upon them, compelling them by every art
of persuasion to accept a place at their
Lord’s table.

Go to them; bring them back with the
deep passionate earnestness of a soul re-
deemed with the precious blood of Christ,
a soul of fire for souls; seize the oppor-
tunity. Persuade with conviction, and af-
fection!  “Come!” “I have found Jesus."”
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Scriptural Scenes to be Presented in Costume by 12 Boys and 10 Girls

MRS. ARTHUR F. ADAMS, Vancouver, B.C.

January, 1913—18

ESTHER

PREFACE.

It is my earnest prayer that this little dialogue of Secrip-
tural scenes will prove a blessing and help to many Sunday
School teachers and young people. 1 prepared it at first to be
presented by two classes in our own Sunday School, with the
thought of bringing them into a better knowledge of the
interesting stories and wonderful lessons to be found in our
Blegged Book. In order to bring the performers into a greater
realization of the sacredness of their work, one in charge of
rehersals must observe every opportunity to impress dignity
and reverence.

Mgs. ARTHUR ADAMS.

Scese L—The King's Court, with Queen’s Chamber adjoining
it—The end of King's big feast.

Scexe 1L.—0One year later—Esther is chosen (after Esther is
chosen Queen, Mordecai hovers near her, though he has

to take care not to come into her presence or the King's,[—

until the King sends for him in Scene VI.)

Scexe 111.—8everal months later—Haman advanced by pre-
tending to be the discoverer of the plot.

Scese 1V.—Hatoch is Mordecai's messenger—Esther risks her
life to save her people.

Scexe V.—Haman's wife suggests a gallows for Mordecai.

Scexe VI.—Mordecai is advanced.

Scene VIL—Just after Esther's second banquet—Esther dis-
closes Haman's treachery and her own nationality. and
secures the safety of the Jews.

CHARACTERS.

Bovs.
King Ahasuerus.
Memucan (Persia).
Carshena (Persia).
Haman (Media).
Egyptian Prince.
Hindoo Prince (India).

GIRLS.

Queen Esther.

Zeresh, Haman's wife.

Egypt, Syria, Armenia, Media,
Assyria, Babylonia, Mesopo-
tamla, Persia, maidens who
came from various pro-

vinces of the Persian Em- Arabian Prince, King's
pire. Princes.
Mordecal (The Jew).
King's Seribe.
King's Page.

Harbonah, King's Chamber

lain.
Hatach, Queen's  Chamber-

lain.
COSTUMES,
Each maiden is dressed in different color, according to
choice, made in loose Oriental style. Cheese cloth is nice for
material, and can be bought in a variety of colors. Halir should

be hanging, and each maiden well decorated with jewelry,
except Esther, who wears a plain white dress, and white band
on her hair, with no jewels, until after she becomes Queen,
when it is necessary for her to have a royal robe. Five yards
of purple cheese cloth, draped over one ghoulder and sweeping
down over the back of her gown, and a gold band around her
hair (gold paper will do), Queen Esther is not seen in any-
thing more elaborate except the crown.

Zeresh is dressed in crimson, with jewelry. The dresses
are made flowing, with neck slightly low and tiny puffed
sleeves. A heavy cord makes a pretty girdle, or strands of
braided cheese cloth.

The crowns for the King and Queen and the sceptre are
made of cardboard, covered with gold paper.

The King is dressed in purple, with yellow cheese cloth
trimmings. Memucan and Carshena are dressed alike, in
loose yellow garments, reaching to the knees, and heavy crim-
son drape. Haman wears a green, loose garment, with yellow
girdle. Hindoo princes, a fawn colored suit, trimmed with
red; trousers almost tight at the feet, rather long coat with
belt around walst and red turban with large brooch and osprey
decorating the front. The Arabian prince wears a long, loose
flowing garment of brown, with flowing white cheese cloth
head dress, fastened on with a brown band around his head.
Egyptian prince, a red garment, gathered in at the waist and
a green girdle, fastened with a knot and ends at the side, a
green cheese cloth head dress, not so large or long as the

Arabian, and fastened by a red band, across the forehead and
around the head.

Mordecal wears a yellow garment, gathered in at the walst
with a yellow sash, fastened at the side, until he is promoted,
then three yards of purple cheese cloth is draped on him to
give him Royal dignity (Royal apparel).

The Scribe wears a long, loose garment of dark blue, no
girdle or head dress; carries a strip of paper about eighteen
inches long and eight inches wide on a roll, also a feather
quill for a pen.

These garments are all made of inexpensive sateen, with
cheese cloth, head dress and girdle or sash.

The Page and two Chamberlains wear white cotton gar-
ments, a little below the knees, gathered at the walst, and red
sash knotted at the side; slipper soles bound on by double
strips of sateen will serve for sandals.

PLATFORM ARRANGEMENT ¥OR SCENE 1.
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KING'S COURT ROOM QUEEN'S ROOM

The platform shows two sections, divided by a low parti-
tion (an imaginary wall), The one side is the King's court-
room with the throne and places for each Prince to sit on the
flour cross-legged—Oriental fashion. Scribe also is seated on
the floor; Page stands by Kiug's chalr, also Harbonah and
Hatach stand.

SCENE I

Kixe AHASUERUS enters (A) followed by Pre, and stands by
his throne seat, Page to his right. I'rinces follow in
order, two together, they separate, the le/t hand line going
back of throne and down to the King's left, the right hand
line down to the King's right. (Be sure they form on a
triangle, rather than in straight rows), all bow together
and then sit (after King is seated). Scribe follows
Princes in, then Hatach and Harbonah.

King Ahasuerus (rises and says)—Behold me—Ahasuerus
—King of the Persians, My Empire is from India, even unto
Ethiopia, an hundred and seven and twenty provinces. Surely
a glorious kingdom, with riches and honour. We are the
power of Persia and Media. After feasting and banqueting for
many days, even an hundred and fourscore days, I desire that
my princes from these many provinces shall see my Queen
of this Empire, even Vashtl. (King is scated and signs to
Harbonah to come forward. Harbonah advances to right of
King—not in front of him—Dbows low, and awaits the King's
order.)

King, (Esther 1: 11)—Bring Vashti the Queen before me,
with the crown royal, to show the Princes her beauty, for she
is fair to look upon. (Harbonah bows, goes back of throne
and exit B and C, returns in a moment, goes to left of King—
by Queen's chair—bows.)

Harbonah—Queen Vashti refuseth to come before the King
and his Princes. (Bows, goes back of throne to place.)

King (indignant, rises and addresses Princes)—HEsther 1:
15—What shall we do unto Queen Vashti, according to law,
because she hath not performed the commandment of the
King Ahasuerus? (Seated).

Memucan (rises and bows)—Esther 1: 16-20.—Vashti, the
Queen hath not done wrong to the King only, but also to all
the Princes, and to all the people that are in all the provinces
of the King Ahasuerus. For thig deed of the Queep shall come
abroad unto all women, so that they shall despise their hus-
bands in their eyes, when it shall be reported, the King
‘Ahasuerus commanded Vasht! the Queen to be brought in
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before him, but she came not. Likewise shall the ladies of
Persia and Media say this day unto all the King's Princes,
which have heard of the deed of the Queen. Thus shall there
arise too much contempt and wrath. If it please the King, let
there go a royal commandment from him, and let it be written
among the laws of the Persians and the Medes, that it be not
altered, That Vashtl come no more before King Ahasuerus,
and let the King give her royal estate unto another that is
better than she. And when the King's decree, which he shall
make, shall be published throughout all his Empire (for it is
great), all the wives shall give to their husbands honour, both
to great and small. (Bows and sits down.)

King (to Scribe)—Come forward, Scribe. (Scribe comes to
King's right, between Page and Princes, bows, seats himself
on the floor.)

King (to Scribe)—Write letters in the language of every
people, and send them to each province, according to the
writing thereof: “ That Vashti the Queen refused to obey the
King's command to come before him and his Princes. So she
shall come no more before King Ahasuerus, and her royal
estate shall be given to another better than she, and every
man shall bear rule in his own house. (Scribe bows and ewit
through A.)

King (rising)—Do my Princes advise another Queen to be
chosen?

Prince Carshena (rising, bows)—Esther 2: 2-3-4—Let there
be fair young maidens sought for the King; and let the King
appoint officers in all the pi 8 of his that they
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King's attention; the other maidens have all bowed low, but
Esther only bows her head and passes on. As soon as Esther
has joined the line, Harbonah touches the maiden nearest him,
makes the same sweeping bow and gestures for them to pass
again into the Queen's room. As they start to pass out the
King rises and glances indifferenty at them over left shoulder,
till Esther passes, when he shows decided interest. As soon
as they depart he turns to the Princes and says (still stand-
ing): \

King—Tell me the fairest and most beautiful of all, was
the maiden clad in simple white (gestures to Harbonah).
(Harbonah comes from B, bows and awaits orders.)

King.—Who is the maiden clad in white?

Harbonah—Esther, from our city, Shushan.

King.—Bring to me Hsther to be my Queen of Persia,
the other maidens attend her.

Harbonah bows, enters Queen's room, and by a sweeping
gesture signals Esther, stepping back to let her pass—door B
—he follows, followed by the other maidens, who go straight
back of the throne and stand. The Princes all rise as Esther
enters—and remain standing. She goes to the King's left and
waits until the maidens are all in. At a gesture from the
King, Bsther goes directly before him and kneels. The King
riges, lifts the crown from the pillow, places it on Esther's
head, takes her vight hand in his right hand, assists her to
rise and seats her on the throne seat beside him. Beginning
with Haman each Prince advances and bows before the Queen,

Lot

may gather together all the fair young maidens unto Shushan
the palace, and let the malden which pleaseth the King be
Queen instead of Vashti. (Bows and sits down.)

King—Let it be so (to Page): Bring hither my Secribe,
(Page bows, exit through A. Scribe enters, followed by Page.
Scribe bows and sits.)

King—Write to the governors and officers in charge of each
province of the Perslan Empire, that King Ahasucrus com-
mands the fairest maidens of that province to be brought to
Shushan, the palace. King Ahasuerus desires to choose a
Queen. (Scride rolls up paper, bows and exit through A.)

King rises, Princes all rise and bow to King, who then turns
and passes out A, followed by Page, also Princes in order
as they came in (right line going back of King's throne).
Mordecai now enters A, comes out into court-room with
head bowed and arms folded, paces back and forth across
the room, speaking his thoughts aloud.

Mordecai—A royal decree hath gone forth to bring the
fairest maidens from all the King's provinces, to Shushan the
palace. My cousin Esther is fair and beautiful. 1f I, Morde-
cal, a Jew, could bring her with the other maic 13, she might
be chosen, and perhaps redeem our people—Israel—from
slavery. (Stops short ana faces audience, with a look of de-
termination he says)—I1 will do it—I will warn her not to
show her people nor her kindred, as King Ahasuerus would
never choose a Jewish Queen.

(Curtain is drawn as he stands.)

SCENE 11

When curtain is drawn back the court is assembled, Scribe is
on, Page is holding a small pillow, upon which rests the
Queen's crown; Hatach is not on; Harbonah stands in
King's court at B, the maidens are all in Queen's room,
seated on and standing around couch just as curtain is
drawn back; Esther and Mordecai enter Queen's room
through C.

Mordecai—Farewell, Esther—(exit €.). (Esther stands
alone, apart from the others, she is not there by choice and
is timid and shrinking.) King summons Harbonah as before.
Harbonah always bows before and after he receives and
delivers message. Soft music during this scene.

King (to Harbonah)—Let the maidens be brought before
me. (Harbonah from door B, with a sweeping bow, gestures
the maidens to go before the King; each one advances, bows
a little to King's left (do not face King directly so that back
is toward audience. See Diagram.)
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Esther is the last to enter, and as she enters court-room
through B, she hesitates and draws back, which attracts the

cking again into place, one from each side. King rises and
takes Queen’s right hand in his right hand and escorts Queen
to door B. Page remains standing by throne. After Esther
passes through B, King remains standing while maidens pass
through (Queen and maidens exit C), then returns and seats
himself. Princes bow and sit down. (Music ceases),

King—Come forward, Scribe. (Scribe rises, comes forward,
bows and is seated.

King (rising, addresses Princes with big gesture while
Scribe copies)—I1 desire that all prisoners held throughout
the Persian Empire, be released, and that royal gifts be sent
to the governors and officers in charge of each province in
honor of Queen Esther. (Scribe bows and passes out.)

King (still standing)—Come to the royal banquet hall,
(Princes all rise, bow, and pass out as before.) (Mordecal
enters Queen's room through ).

Mordecai—So Esther, my cousin, has been chosen Queen
of the Persian Empire, and she has not told that she s a
of Abrah; Good—(exit through ©.)

Curtain is not drawn.

SCENE I11.

King enters A (Page is always with him),and seats himself,
Scribe enters rather hurriedly, stands down the platform
to King's right, and reads a letter. Haman, unknown to
the King, has followed Scribe in and stands by door A,
listening, while letter is read.

Scribe (reads slowly and deliberately)—Oh, King Ahasu-
erus. A message hath come to me of a plot discovered to slay
thee, two of thy Chamberlains are wroth, namely, Bigthan
and Teresh, 'tis they who are guilty. (Haman rushes in, rudely
pushing the Scribe aside, interrupts him. Becribe turning his
back to Haman (faces audience), folds his arms, with an
angry look turns, walks back of Haman and exit through A.)

Haman—Oh, King, with sorrow do I bring thee thig evil
tidings, I have hastened to protect thee, lest by a lazy Scribe
(gestures at Scribe as he passes), the message come to late,
and so good and noble a King meet such a wicked and untime-
ly end. (Haman steps back into position.)

King (to Page)—Bring hither my Princes. Fwrit Page,)
Buter Princes and take same places. Hatach and Harbonah
enter and both stand in court room by door B. Mordecai
eniers O and stands in Queen’s room by door B, cs diagram,
Scribe enters and takes his place.
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Princes all bow and sit down, except Haman,

Haman (to Princes)—I have discovered that a plot has
been made to slay our King Ahasuerus of Persia, What shall
we do?

Princes (altogether)—Hang the evil plotters. (Haman sits
down.)
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King—Come forward, Scribe. (Scribe rises, bows, etc.)

King.—Write: King Ahasuerus commands that Bigthan and
Teresh be hanged for daring to plot against the King's life.
See that my command is carried out, and write an account of
it in the book of the Chronicles of the Kings. (Scribe bows,

4.)

King (rising)—My Prince, Haman (Haman rises, bows),
do T delight to honor, and do promote him to be my chief
advisor (gestures Haman to advance to King's left, as in
diagram. Haman bows low as he is passing in front of King),
and do command that all my people and servants, do Haman
reverence as unto the King himself. (Princes all rise, turn
toward Haman and bow). King makes motion to go, Haman
offers his right arm, ertended from shoulder; King places
left hand on it and they pass out through door B and C, fol-
lowed by Page and Princes, Harbonah and Hatach at door
B bow low while King and Princes pass, but Mordecai does
not. When the King and Haman reach C, Haman steps back
and allows the King and Princes to pass out, while he remaing
in the Queen's room. Page and Princes all bow as they pass
Haman. Hatach gestures for Mordecai to come into the court
room, and the two Chamberlains (who always show a decided
liking for Mordecai), advance together down court-room in
front of throne.

Hatach—Why do you not bow down before the King's
chief noble?

Harbonah—'Tis a royal command, that all do Haman
reverence.

Mordecai—1 am a Jew—and will fall on my face nor do
yeverence to any man save God only. (Mordecai must always
speak of God reverently.) Haman is seen approaching, and
Mordecai hastily steps back by door B (faces aualence). Ha-
man enters the court room, the two Chamberlains bow, Morde-
cai does not. Haman turns with a threatening, angry look at
Mordecai, then walks on to door A, where he stops and comes
dack and questions Harbonah. (Hatach and Harbonah bow.)

Haman—Who is that man (points) who dares not bow
down when I, Haman, pass by?

% Harbonah—(who dislikes Haman)—That 18 Mordecal the
ew.

Haman (fiercely)—A Jew! (Haman turns and exit
through A, followed by Harbonah and Hatach. Mordecai
follows at a distance. King and Page enter ¢ and B, King
seats himself. Harbonah enters A.)

Harbonah (to King)—Haman awaits in the court.

King—Show him in.

Haman and Harbonah enter, Haman bows, Harbonah goes
to place.

Haman (to King) (Esther 3: 8-9)—There is a certain people
scattered abroad and dispersed among the people in all the pro-
vinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse from all peo
ple; neither keep they the king's laws; therefore it is not for
the king’s profit to suffer them. If it please the king, let it be
written that they may be destroyed; and I will pay ten thou-
sand talents of silver to the hands of those who have charge
of the business to bring it into the king's treasuries.

King (Esther 3: 11)—The silver is given to thee, the
people also to do with them as it seemeth good to thee.

King (to Page)—Bring hither my scribe (Scribe enters,
bows to both King and Haman, seated same as before. Human
stands down platform to King's right.)

King—Write according as Haman commands thee.

Haman (to Scribe)—To the officers in every province
throughout the Persian Empire: A law has been passed that
on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, all the Jews In
every part of Persia shall be slain. Anyone who choose to
slay them may do so, and those who do destroy them, may
take all Jewish possessions for their own, their gold, silver,
garments and land. This order goeth forth from Ahasuerus,
King of Persia, (Hatach enters C and B, takes place by B
door. Esther (without the crown) and her maidens enter C.
Esther sits down, maidens gather around her, in Queen's
room. Scribe bows to King, exit A, followed by King, Page,
Haman and Harbonah.)

Mordecai (comes into the court-room by A, in great dis-
tress walks up and down, wrings his hands) saying—My
people, my people, who will save us? There is great mourning
among the Jews, fasting and weeping and walling, because of
this trouble which is great and terrible, that all Jews must be
slain throughout the Persia Empire, to please one bad and
wicked man. (Mordecai continues to pace up and down.)

Hatach (goes before Esther, bows)—Mordecal 1s in great
distress and trouble.

Esther (rising)—What troubleth Mordecal?

Hatach—Because he is a Jew and will bow down to no
man save God only. The wicked Haman 1s angry and hath
commanded that every Jew throughout the Persian Empire
shall be slain and all their be taken by their
enemies. Haman has promised to pay (o the king's !
ten thousand talents of silver to destroy them.

Curtain is drawn on scene.
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SCENE 1V.

When curtain is drawn Mordecai is sitting on a low seat by
door A, head bowed in his hands. Esther (with crown
on and royal drape) is sitting in Queen's room alone.
Hatach is standing by Mordecai, curtain is drawn, he
goes through door B, bows and addresses Esther.
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Hatach—Mordecal desires that Queen Esther go unto the
King, and make request before him for her people.

Esther (Esther 4: 11)—All the King's servants, and all
the people of the King's provinces, do know, that whosoever,
whether man or woman, shall come unto the King into the
inner court who is not called, there is one law of his to
put him to death, except such to whom the King shall hold
out the golden sceptre, that he may live; but I have not
been called to come in unto the King these thirty days.

Hatach (Esther 4: 13-14)—Then Mordecai commanded to
answer Esther, Think not that thou shalt escape in the King's
house, more than all the Jews. For if thou altogether holdest
thy peace at this time, then shall their enlargement and
deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou
and thy father's house shall be destroyed; and who knoweth
whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as
this?

Esther (rising). (Esther 4: 16)—Tell Mordecal to go
gather together all the Jews that are in Shushan, and fast ye
for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day;
1 also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so will 1 go
in unto the King, which is not according to the law; and if 1
perish, I perish.

Hatach—Mordecal will do all that Esther has commanded
him. Hatach bows, exit, B ond A. Mordecai exit A. Esther
sits down, head bowed in deep thought, King and Page enter
A, sits down in court-room. Esther rises and comes through
B and down even with the throne. (See ch. 5: 1-2.) King
holds out sceptre. Esther kneels (not directly in front) and
touches it and remains kneeling.)

King (Esther 6: 3)—What wilt thou, Queen Esther? And
what 18 thy request? It shall be even given thee to the half
of the Kingdom.

Esther (rising and stepping back) (Esther 5: 4)—It it
seem good unto the King, let the King and Haman come this
day unto the banquet that I have prepared for him.

King (to Page) (Esther b: 5)—Cause Haman to make haste
that he may do as Esther has said.

Curtain on scene.

SCENE V.

Haman and Zeresh enter A, Zeresh's hand is resting in Haman's
arm. They advance down before throne. Zeresh steps to
one side. Haman paces and says.

Haman—1 possess riches and wealth and honor. The King
Ahasuerus hath advanced me above all the princes and
servants of the King, Nay, I stand next in authority to the
King himself in the whole Persian Empire. (Esther 5: 12, 13.)
Yea, Bsther the Queen did let no man come in with the King
to the banquet that she had prepared but myself; and to-
morrow am I invited unto her also with the King. Yet all
this availeth me nothing so long as I see Mordecal the Jew
sitting at the King's gate.

Zeresh (Esther 5: 14)—Let a gallows be made of fifty
cubits high, and tomorrow speak thou unto the King that
Mordecai may be hanged thereon; then go thou in merrily
with the King unto the banquet.

Haman—The very thing! 1 will do it. Soon, ah, soon, I
will see the face of this Jew no more. I will now hasten to
the King with my request. (Haman exit through A, Zeresh
C and B.)

Curtain.

SCENE VI

For this scene the purple sash and King's crown must be at
hand in order to array Mordecai. King is reclining in
chair in courtroom. Page is also in when curtain is
drawn.

King (to Page)—Bring hither my scribe, also the book of
the records and chronicles of the King. (Page bows exit A.
Seribe enters, bows.)

King—Read to me.

Seribe—What does my Lord the King desire to hear?

King—Anything.

Beribe (seizing this opportunity to expose Haman's
treachery) reads from the Bible (Esther 2: 21-22)—In those
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days, while Mordecal sat in the King's gate, two of the King's
chamberlains, Bigthan and Teresh, of those which kept the
door, were wroth, and sought to lay hands on the King
(King arouses, leans forward, and listens more
And the thing was known to Mordecai, who
told it unto Esther the Queen; and Esther (King in undertone
says “Esther”) certified the King thereof in Mordecai's name.

King (in surprised undertone)—"Esther,”

King (Esther 6: 3)—What honor and dignity hath been
done to Mordecai for this?

Scribe and Page (glad that at last right is winning)
answer (Esther 6: 3)—There is nothing done for him.

King (Esther 6: 4)—Who 18 in the court?

Harbonah enters, bows (Esther 6: 5)—Behold,
standeth in the court. (Scribe bows exit A.)

King (Esther 6: 5)—Let him come in. (Harbonah bows
exit A.) Haman enters A looking very gloomy, bows (he has
really come to request that Mordecai be hanged.)

King (Esther 6: 6)—What shall be done unto the man
whom the King delighteth to honor?

Haman (brightening, says aside) (Esther 6: 6)—To whom
would the King delight to do honor more than to myself (furn-
ing to the King he says) (Esther 6: 7,8, 9)—For the man whom
the King delighteth to honor, let the royal apparel be brought
which the King useth to wear, and the horse that the King
rideth upon, and the erown royal which is set upon his head;
and lct this apparel ana horse be delivered to the hand of one
of the King’s most noble princes, that they may array the
man withal whom the King delighteth to honor and bring
him on horseback through the street of the city, and proclaim
before him, Thus shall it be done to the man whom the King
delighteth to honor.

King (Esther 6: 10)—Make haste, and take the apparel
and the horse, as thou hast sald, and do even so to Mordecal
the Jew, that sitteth at the King's gate. Let nothing fail of
all that thou hast spoken.

Haman (who has been ltandmu down at the King's right,
in his t at th forgets himself and
crosses to other side in Imnt of King) saying, * To—To—
Mordecai! O King! (then remembers to bow.)

King (to Page)—Bring Mordecai in. (Mordecai enters A
with Page and comes down to King's right.)

Haman (to Page)—Bring hither the royal garments and
the crown royal. (Haman bowing low crosses in front of
King to where Mordecai is standing. Fage returns with crown
and purple drape. Haman arrays Mordecai.)

King (to Page)—Bring in my princes. (King gestures,
Haman and Mordecai to cross to King's left and stand by
Queen's chair,  Princes enter A, take places, all bow to
King.)

Haman—This is the man whom the King delights to
honor. (The princes all together turn toward Mordecai and
bow. Haman, in great humiliation, withdraws through A,
going behind the throne.)

Curtain drawn on scene.
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King, Esther and Haman seated as per diagram in Queen's
room, Page Hatach and Harbonah in places.

King (BEsther T: 2)—What is thy petition, Queen Esther?
and it shall be granted thee; and what is thy request? and
it shall be perfc ned, even to the half of the kingdom.

Esther (rising and stepping back, speaks with dignity and
feeling) (Esther 7: 3-4)—If 1 have found favor in thy sight,
O King, and if it please the King, let my life be given me, at
my petition, and my people at my request; for we are sold, I
and my people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish, but
if we had been sold for bondmen and bondwomen, I had
held my tongue, although the enemy could not countervail
the King's damage.
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King (rising and drawing back in wrath) (Esther 7: 5)—
‘\’Vlm !‘s he, and where is he, that durst presume in his heart to
0 807

Esther (Esther T: 6)—The adversary and enemy (points)
is this wicked Haman. (The King in anger goes through (B)
and paces back and forth in court-room. )

Haman (falls on his knees to Esther and pleads for his
life)—Esther, Queen Esther, my life, spare my life. The
King has determined evil against me. Spare my life. 1 will
give my money, my wealth. 1 did not know Queen Esther
was a Jew. (Haman sees no sympathy in Esther's face, so
gets up and goes toward B).

Harbonah (to King in court-room) (Esther 7: %—Behold,
also, the gallows fifty cubits high, which Haman had made for
Mordecai, who had spoken good for the King, standeth in
the house of Haman.

King (Esther T: 9)—Hang him thereon. (Harbonah govs
through B and gets Haman and leads him out through B and A.
King enters Queen's room by B, and is seated in chair where
Haman sat  before.  Harbonah enters and  stands near
Hatach.)

Esther (leaning forward and in great earnestness speaks
to King)—Oh, King Ahasuerus, thou didst not know that I
am of the tribe of Abraham, the people of Israel, who do not
worship idols, but a God in heaven, and O King Ahasuerus,
Mordecai is my kinsman, a cousin, a good and just man, and
1 petition, O King Ahasuerus, that he find favor in thy sight.

King (to Page)—Bring Mordecal in, (Mordecai is brought
in through A and B. While Page is gone for Mordecai King
speaks.)

King (sitting)—Esther, beautiful Queen of the Persian
Empire, who has this day been saved from the evil devices
of this wicked man, unto you do I present Haman's house and
wealth. (Mordecai and Page enter.)

Esther (still seated)—1 in turn present this wealth to my
kinsman Mordecal. (Then falling on her knees before the
King pleads for her people). O King, spare my people even
the Jews. (The King holds out the sceptre. See ch. 8: 4.)
(Esther 8: 56.) 1f it please the King, and if I have found
favor in his sight, and the thing seem right before the King,
and I be pleasing in his eyes, let it be written to reverse the
letters devised by Haman, which he wrote to destroy the Jews
which are in all the King's provinces. For how can | enduré
to see the evil that shall come unto my people? Or how can
I endure to see the destruction of my kindred?

King (to Page)—Bring hither my scribe.

King (to Esther and Mordecai) (Esther 8: 7-8)—Behold,
1 have given Esther the house of Haman, and him they have
hanged upon the gallows, because he laid his hand upon the
Jews. Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you in the
King's name, and seal it with the King's ring; for the writing
which is written in the King's name and sealed with the
King's ring may no man reverse. (Seribe enters A and B and
bows both to King and Mordecai.)

King—Write according as Mordecal commands,

Mordecai (with dignity, standing in centre of Queen's room
a little back of couch)—Write to the governors and officers in
charge of every province of the Persian Empire, from India
to Ethiopia, unto every people in their own language, that the
King Ahasuerus bids the Jews gather together and stand for
their life against any people who would harm them, which is
to reverse the order sent out a few weeks ago by Haman.
(Mordecai forgets his dignity in his anxiety.)

Mordecai—Order the messengers to go quickly, making all
possible haste. Scribe bows, exit B and A.) Hatach and
Harbonah walk slowly out into court-room talking together,
before throne.)

Hatach—Mordecai is great in the King's favor and honor;
his fame has gone out throughout all the provinces, for this
man Mordecai, kinsman of Queen Esther, has become greater
and greater. (King cxit B and A, followed by Chamberlains.)

Mordecai (to Esther)—So my fair cousin, Queen Esther,
by your gentle manner and simplicity you were chosen to be
the Queen of the great Persian Empire, and by your loving-
kindness and bravery in daring to risk your own life and go
before the King to plead for the Jews you have saved your
people. Now they have light and gladness and joy and honor
in every province of the Persian Empire. The wicked Haman
has been hanged on the gallows which he built for another.

Esther—God has been good to me, Mordecai, also. I re-
fused to bow down before men, but to God only, and He hath
advanced me from a poor slave to the authority of the King
himself, second to King Ahasuerus in the whole Persian
Empire.

Mordecal—These blessings come not to us, Queen Hsther,
but by reverence to God, obedience and prayer,

Tur Exn.
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The Mount Forest

During the sessions of the Summer School
at Elora, some ot us felt that it was good
to be there. If the school could be taken
to the district trom which we came, its per-
manent helptulness would bemrnud on.
How, we did not know. We called Mr. Fare-
well to our aid. He outlined the plan. We
proceeded to arrange the staff necessary to
the accomplishment of our project. The
convention held at Grand Valley Is the re-
=

ult,
We aimed at forcibly emphasizing t
main divisions of work: Institute wor
Missions and Bible Study. As to Bible
udy, the immense tasks of the day and
generation can only be accomplished by
obedient and strengthened lives. 1t ix well
if the young people of the chu to-day
possess  friendliness of disposition nd
social vision, But the deepest need ix that
ot a passionate devotion to the will of God;
that devotion, unlimited and unreserved of
3 the will, we must know
it. We can only know it as we make in our
hearts a holy silence for the name of God
Again facing the t

CANADIAN EPWORTH

District Convention

Good results issued from the Convention.
Nearly all the delegates promised to observe
the Morning Watch and to e in pe.-
sonal work for Jesus. Others promised to
conduct Teacher Train Classes and Mis-
sion Study Classes, A clearer appreciation
of the essential value of the as
organization best fitted to train and develop
the youth of the church, surely rose intu
view. An abiding devotion to Christ and a
deep strengthening of religious living was
effected.

Also it was adequately financed. Bach
Lengue, and we have only eleven (11), and
none overly strong, sent a contribution of
iwo dollars, This, With the collections, paid
all expenses, What the M rest District
can do, any other district can do.—Reported
by Rev. G. 8. Cassmore.

N.B.—The programme of this Convention
was so different from the ordinary that we
give it below in detall, not altogether as a
model for the others to copy, but as contain-
ing suggestions, the adoption of which
would materially lmj)ru‘\ie the usual Con-

— Kditor.

work of to-day, there is great need to em-
phasize the ancient wisdom, “They that
wait on the Lord shall renew their
strength.” To learn obedience and gain
slrenflh for the service of the kingdom, we
set Bible Study in the forefront of our pro-
gramme, During the first day, the ab-
sence of Dr. Irwin, Rev. A. B. Marshall, of
Holstein, made a strong plea for inward
grace for Christian living.  Dr. Irwin gave
us on Wednesday, two scholarly addresses
on (1) “The Humanised Heart” and (2)
“Covetousness,” which had to be heard to
be appreciated, while on Thursday, Profes-
sor McLaughlin presented the worth and
value of the observance of the Morning
Vi the delegates promised

afternoon with an
“Covenanting with God."

To lay the foundations of an abiding mis-
glonary consecration we aimed at holding
three Mission Study Classes. As noted on,
the programme, Miss Hockey had charge of
the class on * The Unfinished Task"; Miss
German conducted one on ‘' The Wh{(uhd

How while * Sunrise in the Sunrise King-
dom in the hands of Rev. W. W.
Prudham, of Durham. KEach class was al-

r

lowed five sessions. By this m we
hoped to prepare the way for an adequate
response to the necessary obligation, and to
create in some measure a permanent devo-
tion to the redemption of the world. We
knew of no other method, little ce'culated
to achieve this result. The experience of
these leaders and their earnest devotion to
the missionary obligation resulted in some
Mission Study

the Convention, special features were intro-
duced. The Mt. Forest Leaguers by an
actual demonstration showed the methods
to be employed in conducting a Mission
h 'he " Mock Trial” was given
Grand Valley League. Tne parts
wel 1 well taken: the needs of the non-
Christian races were plainly shown, and the
obligation of the Christian Church to evan-
gelize the world was foreibly presented.
This department of the Convention work
was brought to a _conclusion by the illus-
trated lecture of Dr, Wallace Crawford on
“Japan and China." The pictures were
clearly given and Interestingly explained.
The Institute work embraced the study
of the theory and methods of the different
League Committees. Each committee was
separately treated. Under the thoroughly
informed leadership of Mr. Farewell, the
importance of the League was clearly mani-
fest, 1If. from this on, the League is de-
spised, it can only because we are
blind to its value for the young lives of
to-day, that we “have ears and hear not and
eyes and see not.” hat we Erogona. was
and must be accomplished: the better and
more efficient working of the different de-
partments of the League.
hile we planned for China and Japan,
we were not forgetful of the work at our
very lands. Mt. Forest District is a rural
district. We felt that some movement
should be inaugurated to contribute to the
solution of the Rural Problem. Some effort
should be made to stop “t drift to the
city,” and “ to save the hoy f| the earthly
eity and his soul for the Heavénly one."
To achieve this, better recreation has been
sugested. * The devil is the only socio-
logist who has given any attention to
recreation'’ However. the betterment of
rural conditions runs lines into our econo-
mie system. etter farming must prepare
for better living. And economic changes
must he effected that will give the farmer
the just reward of his tofl. This work was
introduced by the giving by the Monticello
voung people of ' The Rep o
try Church' on Wednesdayv evening in an

was made in the consideration of a task to
which an ever increasing attention should,
he given.

vention prog

Programme
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29.

Morning Session, Commencing at 9.30.
Devotlonal Exercises.
Bible Study.—Rey. Di
Institute Work.—Rev.
Mission Study.--1. “ Wh
Clara 1. Germ:
finished Task

13,

A, J. Irwin.
L

LA, 3. Sunrise in Sunrise Kingdom.—
Rev. W. W. Prudham, B.A, BD,

Afternoon Session, Commencing at 2 o'clock.
Song Service.
Bible Study.
Institute Wor
Mission Study
Special Feature:
5.30 o'clock.—Soclal Hout
Discussion of Junior Work.— Rev. A, E.
Marshall.

Evening Session, Commencing at 7.45
¢ o'clock.

Rev. br, A J. Irwin
k.

Address of Welc

me.
thur Choir,

Song Hervice.
Special Feature:
Mock Trial—Grand Valley Epworth League,
WEDNESDAY.
Morning Session, Commencing at 9 o'clock
Devotional.

Hible Stud ~Rev. Dr. A J. Irwin

e Work—Rev. F. L. Farewell
Mission Study.—Miss Muriel J. Hockey,
Miss Clara 1. German, Rev. W. W.
Prudham.
Session, at 2 o'clock.
Song Service.
Bible Study.—Rev. Dr. A, J. Irwin.
Institute Work.—Rev. F. L. Farewell.

Special Features:—
ock.-—Model Mission Study Class.—
Forest League.

Evening Session, Commencing at 8 o’clock,

Song Service.—Grand Valley Choir

Special Feature

Report of County Commission.—Monticelln
Young People.

THURSDAY.
Morning Session, Commencing at 9 o'clock.

Bible Study.—Bible Testimony to its Own
Use for Spiritual Growth.—Prof. Me-

Laugh
Institute Worl . F. L. Farewell.
Mission Study.—Miss Murlel J. Hockey,
Miss Clara 1. German, Rev. W. W.
Prudham.

Bession, at 2
o'olock.

Song Service.

Mission Study.—Miss Muriel J. Hocke
Migs Clara E. German, Rev, W. \
Prudham.

Special Features:
Conference on Rural Work.—Rev. F. I,

Farewell
Personal Obligat Life Talk.—Prof. Mc.
Laughlin,
Question wer.—Rev. F. L. Farewell

Ev O it 745
ening lculnl‘. ulnlunlu o

l)pB\-utlonul Exercl

Moving ~—*China  and Japan."—
Rev. Wallace Crawford, M.D., Canadian

Meth.
Henediction.

ERA.
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Bowmanville District

lipworth Leaguers of Bowmanville Dis-
trict met in convention at Hunrton Friday,
November 22nd, to discuss practical League
problems and to hear addresses from those
well versed in the work.

The morning session was unusually well
attended. The District President, Mr. Nor-
man Rickard, Newcastle, presided. Words
of welcome were heartily nleunod,:‘/ Rev.
C. W, Barrett, the pastor. @ ks _on
“Our Leagues as a Help to the Church,” by
Mr. Harry Jose, Newcastle; “ Our Leagues
as a Help to the Pastor,” by Miss Bernice
Tucker, Orono, and * How Bu.: to Conduct

by

rs. H. J.
Werry, Enniskillen, were enjoyed and con-
tained many good thougl

he Leaguers were delighted to have
their representative in China, Rev. G. W.
Sparling, B.A, present at the afternoon
session. His ress was Educational
Misslonary Work in China.”

The Secretary's report showed 20 Leagues
n the District with a membership of 993;
contributions to local ‘gurmm $667, to For-
ward Movement for Missions $932, to Gen.
E. L. Fund $43.60, Bpworth Eras 162, Mis-
sionary Bulletins 12.

Rev. 8. F. Dixon, Courtice, gave an ad-
dress on “Our Motto—The Best is Better
than the Good." \

A very encouraging address on “ The
Leagues of the Future” was delivered by
Rev. R. A, Whattam, Orono. He strongly

d per 1 je work.

Miss M. Hockey, B.A., Assistant Principal
of Deaconess Home and Traini School.
‘foronto, showed marked ability and famil-
farity with League problems as she con-
ducted the Question Drawer. Speclal at-
tention was given to the Christian Endea-
vor Department.

The report of the treasurer, Dr. C. W.
Slemon, was received and proved very satis-
factory.

The delegates were billeted at the homes
for dinner, but the ten was served in the
basement of the church, and the period
between afternoon and evening sessions
afforded excellent opportunity for social
intercourse.

Rev. H. B, Kenny, Chairman of the Dis-
rict, opened the evening secsion and {ntro-
uced newly elected officers as follows: Hon
President, Rev. H. 3. President,

. Norman Rickard, a H ie
Presidents, (1) Mrs. J. sllfott, Cadmus
(2) Miss Mabel Wright, Tyrone; (3)
Percy Rowe, Orono; (4) Mr, Garnet Chay
man, Oshawa: (5) Miss Roach, Hampton;
Secretary, Mr. Geo. W. James, Bowmas
ville; Treasurer, Dr. C. W, Slemon, Ennis-
killen; Conference Representative, Rev.
Wm. ggs, Tyrone; Summer School Rep-
resentative, Miss Hattie Mason, Newcastle.
Miss M. Hockey gave a splendid address on
“Leader Making" one that was full
interest, instruction and timely sugges-
tions.

Another particularly interesting address
was given v. W. Sparling, as he
took for his subject * The Recent Famine in
China."

Rev. 8. C. Moore, gave a most profitable
address on “ Consecration and Equipment
for Service” He closed his address with
a stirring uprul for a fuller consecration
on the part of all Leaguers that the League
may accomplish that purpose for which she
was organized.

short address on ‘' Our Summer

Schools ” was given by Mr. R. Chapin, Osh-
AWR.

Rev. H. B, Kenny, Bowmanville, gave the
lust address in his own happy manner.
patriotic chorus by boys of Enniskillen was
a suitable closing to the day's proceedings
—Condensed from Bowmanville Str tesman.

N

Brampton District

A most profitable convention of Sunday
School and Epworth League workers was
held at Woodbridge. Despite the unfavor-
able weather and bad roads there was a
good attendance to enjoy the excellent pro-
gramme furnished. r. T, H. Grahat

e

Religious Instincts of the Chinese.
E. Peacock, Humber, gave an encouragi

repcrt of the District migsionary effort,
whereby the Leaguers support two mission-
arles, one on the Home, the other on the
Foreign field, Rev. F. L. Farewell was
present at both sessions, giving addresses
on “The Methods and Importance of Sun-
Rev, Dr. Long presided
at the evening session and gave many help-
ful and practical suggestions. The repor
of the Sunday School work of the District




THE

was presented by Rev. J. G. Rogers, and
showed advancement. Rev. 8. D, Dinnick
conducfed a Consecration Service at the
close. Music was rendered by the choir
of the church, assisted by Mr. J. E. Cooper,
of Brampton. The newly elected officers
are: President—Mr. T. H, Graham, Ingle-
wood; Vice-Presidents—(1) Miss Davidson,
Meadowvale; (2) Miss E. Peacock, Humber;
(3) Miss H Ps!khlm Brampton; (4) Mr.
mery; (6) Miss Kirk, Hut-
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W. O. Dunc: E)
tonville; Eecrelnr), Miss M. E. Reynolds,
Brampton; _Treasurer, r. 8. Deeves,

Mr. .
Ilmmmun Conference Representative, Rev.
W. 8t. John, Bolton.

Methodist Men’s Association

A federation of men's socletics as they
exist under various names in cur Church
was made at a meeting held on Nov. 26th,
in the Central Methodist Church, Toronto.
The new organization, which does not at-
tempt to interfere in any way with the
existing local elu s, brotherhoods, classes,
leagues, or me cleties of whatever
name they may
be, s to be
known as the
Methodist Men's
Assoclation o f
Ontarlo. The
plan Is to unite
all the men of

ing force for
practical right-
eousness in all
its bearings on
the life of the
Province, Mem-
bership in the
Ass ocia tiol
will, therefore,
include all

men who desire
to form part of
this host, and
we hope none
will hesitate to
seck a place in
the ranks. The
ideals of the

MR. BERT 8.
Secretary.

WEMP,

not be

either easily or
quickly approximated, but certainly, they
are good, and merit the hearty support of
our men generally. We hope to see them
measurably realized as ilme Progresses,
and the Assoclation grow:

Dr. W. Ilmott, whn has been intim-
u(vly ssoclated with Methodist Young
Men's wurk from the beginning of its or-

ganization, will make .; splendid first Presi-
dent of this new Association, and Mr. Bert

3 3 F'unr'\hl) known in local cir-
cles as a capable leader of youth, will well
fulfil the duties of Secretary. T
gentlemen, with the rest of ers
composing n-«- Executive, may be dopanded
on to put rth very effort lﬂ lnlrndul‘
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while let us slran‘lhen our local forces
and be th dy to add force and
vigor to the connexional enterprise as it
progresses.
The unlcau elected by the Assoclation
for 1912-13 a
Hon. l‘ru!lllelll, Rev. A. Carman, D.D.,
(eneral Superintendent Methodist Church;
Ilun Vice- l'relldenln. Rev. T. Albert Moore,
ev. 8, rtlett; President, Dr. W
l- wnlmml. Toronto: First Vice-Fresident
(Temperance and Moral Reform Depart-
ment), Mr. A. E. Eby, Berlin; Second Vice-
President (Boys' and Athletics), Dr.
J. B, Davy, Hamilton; Third Vice-President
(Christian Manhood), Mr. N. J. McCauley,
Halleybury; Secretary, Mr. Bert 8. Wemp,
ronto; Treasurer, Mr. George Gibbard,
l\armn-e
q officers, wuh the following, form the
Lxecunve ev. 0 nLkelllll- Toronto;
Main, Lomlon. Judg:
llelle\llle, Mr, H. W,
Aubrey
n

Knight, Al
Sound.

Deroche,
Ausman, T(uovnn Mr
Newmarket;

n; Rev. C. W, Wnlt'h. l'nrr)

Oakwood Epworth League

Oankwood Kpwurth League sent out
to the members of the congregation and
friends litte blue wnoks with the accom
panying verse

) you we send u little sack;

Please oither sond or bring it back
With as many conts asx you are old;
We promine the sum shall never be toly
Our League I8 small, our church is great,
We would w sum of money make.

Help us to win our contest trie

By sending buck this sack of blue”

They adopted this method for
funds for the new church. The members
of the Leuguo were divided into sides, blue
and white, the lowing side having the plea
sure of providing a wocinl evening for the
League

raising

SIX BEST

SELLERS

The Long Patrol

A Tale of the North-West
Mounted Police
By H. A. CODY

Author of " The Frontiersman "
and " The Fourth Watch.”

CLOTH, $1.25.

The Black Creek Stop-
ping House

By NELLIE L, McCLUNG

Author of " Sowing Seeds in
Danny " and " The Second
Chance.”

CLOTH, $1.00.
All who have read Mrs. McClung's pre-
vious volumes will welcome this latest
work from her pen,

The

A Tale of Cobalt
By S. A. WHITE

A Romance of
Wildcatters |Billy Goat Hill By

ALICE HEGAN RICE

Author of “ The Author of " Mrs, Wiggs and to Hold."
Stampeder,” etc. | of the Cabbage Patch.”
‘ CLOTH, $1.25. $1.25. $1.50.

Cease Firing

MARY JOHNSTON
Author of "' To Have

the plan Rod rowramme of the
to the local mals forces of the Church,

promise them every possible uupnml
in thelr Taudable enterprise, But while the
success of the epands (0 a
very large degree in charge.
aful leaderahip with:

thers can be no suc
our an adequate following, and no two or
three. or even

a dozen of men
can accomplish
all  the
involved.
call upon all
our young men
readers to join
thelr forces
with the Asso-
elation, an
make its de-
velopment one
of marked use-
fulness In the

an workers
may accom-
plish for God
lnhd Canad ilt, DR. W. E. WILLMOTT,
who can esti-
mater. May the President.
future be

Our men everywhere m:

ur as we

By ROBERT

Price—Cloth

well for the success of this newest

RHYMES OF A ROLLING STONE

THE NEWEST BOOK

The Poet of the Yukon

Author of “Ballads of a Cheechako,” “Songs of a
Sourdough,” “Trail of '98.”

$1.00; Cloth illustrated, $1,50;
leather, $2.00.

Mr. Service needs no recommendaticn.
200,000 copies of his poems have already been sold in Canada speaks

BOOKS SENT POSTPAID AT ABOVE PRICES

AT ALL BOOKSELLERS, OR FROM

William Briggs-

WRITE AT ONCE FOR OUR SPECIAL CHRISTMAS CATALOGUE

W. SERVICE

Hlustrated Edition

The fact that over

volume,
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RICHMOND Toronto
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Sparkles from *The Guild”

The other day a young lady teacher
took eight of pupils through the
Museum of Natural History

Total Abstainers

our life

Do you desire to get
fnsurance at the price

purchase your Ins
very favorable terms offered by

Equny Life Assurance
Company of Canada

only

as
m-
in
infor-

record for
it

even has been
business. Any ired
mation gladly given.

H. SUTHERLAND, President
Confederation Bullding, TORONTO

“ Well, my boy, where did you go with
your teacher this afternoon?” asked the
mother of one of them on h's return.

With joyous promptness he answered,
“She took us to a dead circus.

Here is a batch of school stories worth
retailing. A teacher asked her scholars
for some very long sentences. One boy
wrote, “* Imprisonment for life.”

In another instance the teacher had
asked some nu-mlu‘rs of the class to com-
pare the word “sick.” Little Alice re-
upnmhd in a tragic volce, “sick, worse,
dead.”
what quaintnesses

Oh! that letter “H,”

its use and misuse have been responsible |

for. A story I heard recently tells of |
a boy in an elementary school, who, on |
being asked by his teacher what part of

speech the word “am”™ was, hesitated

a moment or two, and then looked up

and said, “ Do you mean the 'am we

eat or the ‘am’ we are?’ How true to

life!

The varied uses of words are responsi ‘
ble for many a good child story. A little
American fellow had been to San Fran-
cisco and had been out with his mother

¢ in a glass-bottomed boat, so
ructed as to allow people to wateh
ige life in the clear depths un-
He was telling about it to a
little friend

“Yes, Edgar, we could see Ihn» fish lay
ing on the bottom of the ocean!"

“Lying, dear, put in his mother.

“No, I'm not, mother,” he replied
stoutly

A friend of mine said to me the other
day, “The only new stories are chil-
dren's stories” And he might have
added that many of them are the best
The child has such an extraordinary way
of turning things topsey-turvey. That, ‘
by the way, is literally true of the latest
story I have heard

hink of this. The little daughter of
a ministerial friend was telling them at
home what the Sunday School lesson had
been about. The subject was Lot's de-
parture from Sodom In graphic lan-
guage she described the angel dragging
Lot, his wife, and his daughters out of
the doomed city, and, when they were
well on their way, commanding them
that on no account
back. ‘“ But the mother," she continued, |
“the mother couldn't resist, and looked
over her shoulder, and then, in a minute,
she turned a somersault.”

were they to look [

Do you realize that for nearly a quar-
ter of a century Dunlop Bicycle Tires
have held the premier position the
world over ?

Before * Dunlop” came there were
no tires at all—no pneumatic idea, no
quick detachable idea.

And here are no otherbicycle tires—
foreign-made or Canadian-made—about
which the following can be said :

DUNLOP
BICYCLE TIRES

1. Made .n the largest bicycle tire plant
in Canada.

2. Made-in-Canada and for Canadian
roads.

3. Made by the Doughty Patent Process
—ensuring uniformity.

. Made with all the new Dunlop Spe.
cial features — studs that prevent
slipping and give greater mileage.

5. Made and kept in first position, both
as to quality and sales, since bi-
cycling began.

THE

16 Adelalde Street West
TORONTO
Will supply Churches, Leagues and Sun-
day Schools with Cuts for illustrating
Programmes, Church Reports, Tople
Cards, ete. First-class work at mode.ate
prices.

GET THE BEST! IT PAYS!

Elliott Business College |

Cor. Yonge and Alexander Sts
TORONTO, ONT.
Is well known a< tho right place for suporior busi
n-m and shorthand education, Positions wnrlh
1,100 and $1,500 were recently filled by us. Wril
or catalogue,

|
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MANY YOUNG LADIES

(the number increases every
year) find that

ALMA COLLEGE

is just the kind of lchno| lhey have
been looking for. It ONE
of THE MOST l"tP!‘.NBlVE lchoull.
but it is ONE OF THE BEST. It
stands for health, inspiration, refine-
ment, vigor, sincerity and good sense
in the education of girls and young
women.

For CATALOGUE address—

PRINCIPAL WARNER, 5t Tkomas, Out.

Albert College,
Suw  Belleville, Ont.

$63.00 pays Board, Room, Tuition, Hlec-
tric Light, use of Baths, Gymnasium, all
but books and laundry, for twelve weeks—
longer period at reduced prices.

$30.00 pays Tuition alone for the entire
scholastic year.

Graduates holding the best positions.
Candia: prepared yearly for the lxlml-
nations held by the Institute of Charte
Accountants of Ontarlo and for Commnr—
clal Speciallsts.

garSpecial attention glven to Matricula-
tlon, Teachers' Cour Elocution, Vocal
and Instrumental Muslc, Fine Art, Domes-
tie Sclence, Physical Culture.

For Illustrated Calendar, addr

and Ontatlo Conservatery of
rt, Whitby, Ont.

!d-l home Ilfu in & uti-
castle, modelled a one
palatial hnmns o! Eng-

e.“.“ fion aritocracy.

atest and best equipment in every

ed up by the largest and

f uneclnll-u to be found in

milar college in Canada. Sufficlently

h y to enjny its advantages in

concerts, etc., and yet away from its dis-

tractions, In an atmosphere -nd envlron-
ment most conducive to mental,

physical ll‘mlﬂl Send for new ulustrued

calendar,
REV. l- ¥ ml. Ph.D., Principal.
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" We especially Solicit Accounts
% with Out-ol-Town Clients,
offering special facilitios for
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