53
(ﬁlmrrl]

LLLLLLLLLLLLLLL




I8

St Andrewrs Chureh
¢ ampbellford « O untario * ¢ anada

An ¥istoric ®ketch compiled by
Behr. A. @. Berelies, BA.

Tlescriptive of the ¥istory of the
U hureh for the years 1858 to 1908

¥ ifty years of arduous and
faithful twork by all concerned




16634
/411







Ll




" o e— p—————

ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH
AN HISTORIC SKETCH

) RESDY TERIANISM in Campbellford goes back to the
- vear 1836, On the 17th of September i that vear a
mecting of the proneers of the Township of Seviou
was held for the purpose of obtainmg religious services i con
nection with the Church of Scotland. .\ committe
appointed to further the project.

A settled minister was not available, however, for sonn
time ; but at length, on lanuary 2gth, 1840, the Rev, Robert
Neill - better known to a later generation as Dr, Nell i

ordained in Sevmour by the old Kirk Presbyvtery of Kingston,

It is anomteresting fact that at the siaome time another
venerable father of the Church, in the person ol the Fate
William Reid, DD, for many years the respected agent of the
Church, was ordained at Colborne, the Preshytery som
directly on the following day from the ordination of Mr, Nl
to that ol Mr. Reid.

In addition to his work in Seymour East, Deo Nell conduct
ed services in the home of Walter Govan, Sevimour West | m
the school-house at Campbellford, and Tater i the Town

Hall, Campbellford.

For nearly fortv-six vears this devoted man fabored fan
fully and left a deep impress upon the Tile of the entire con
munity, so that his name and work are held in honored
remembrance,

The congregation in Burnbrae is the perpetual monument
of the work he did, and in his original pansh there are no
the Nourishing congregations of Burnbrac, Ryvlestone, Stivlhing,
and Campbellford.  In November of 1885 he retived from
active service, and five vears later passed into resty in Camp

bellford.




St. Andrew's Church, Campbellford

St Andrew’s Church, Campbellford, was organized under
I'ree Church auspices, and prior to 1857, when a Sabbath
School was formed, services had been carried on by a number
ol Free Church missionaries,

On June 1st, 1858, the Rev, Thomas Alexander, who was
formerly minister at Cobourg, and who had, along with a great
many other ministers in 1844, severed his connection with the
Church of Scotland, was inducted as the hrst minister of the
congregation, which was then connected with Percy,

The service ook place at Percy under the Presbytery of
Cobourg, and the induction sermon was preached by the Rev,
Peter Duncan, of Colborne, who retired from the active duties
ol the ministry on the occasion of his jubilee in December of
last vear.,

Campbellford at that time was known as * The Bridge,
and even vet some of the older people speak of it under this
name,  Inoa recent letter from Mr. Duncan, he states that he
remembers very well the induction of NMr. Mexander, and also
attending Later a soiree at Sevmour Dridge, held ina nice new
house oswvned by a Mr. Ogilvie,

The first Presbyterian Church in Campbellford was erceted
m 1861, on the site of the present church.  Previous to this
services were held in the school-house.  Although for several
vears  before and alter the settlement of Mr. Alexander
services were conducted by the old Kirk section of the Burn-
brae congregation, no church building was ever erected by
them. At one time timber was drawn and laid on the ground
for a church, at a little bevond where the LX.L. cheese factory
now stands,  Also as many as two lots were obtained for a
butlding in Campbellford, but although the matter was
brought up at successive annual meetings, nothing decisive
was ever done,  So that the first Presbyterian Church building
in Canipbeliford. was that built by the Free Church, It was
dedicated by the Tate Rev, Alex. Topp, D. D, of Knox Church,
Toronto, in May, 1861,

-4










(1)

St. Andrew's Church, Campbellford

It s worthy of notice that the first church building o<
existence vet, and is now situated on Front Street, Tis nsed

as awarchouse for canriages and farm implements,

In 1865 Mr. Alexander resigned  Campbellford, retioming
charge of Perev. or Warkworth, Later he resigned Warkworth
\fterwards Mr. Alexander was mimister of Mount Pleasant ool

Burford, and was at the time of his death a few vears ago, an
honored member of the Presbytery of Paris,

In the early days about 1861 the congregation was known
as Seymour. .\ few vears Tater the name Camphbellford cann
mto use,

\mong the names mentioned e the records ol the Proshn
tery of Cobourg in connection with M. Ndexander's ministry,
are those of Thomas Rutherford, elder; John Bell and lolin
Dickson, deacons,  Also Daniel Kennedy and Nollaon Parke

In the records of the Presbyvtery for sthe Ny, ise 0 the

follow iy item appears
“Mr. Alexander brought before the Presbyvtery the fact that, o

“the congregation of Sevimour had o church to buold, he tor the

“last two vears had taken only fifty pounds mstead of sixty

“stipend. s the church was nearly paad for, e thought at ngin

*that it should be rused agam to sixty pounds

In Mr. Mexander's time there seems also to have been <o
trouble over the holding of Tunerals on Sundays

After Mr. Mlexander's resignation, the convresation called
the Rev. Anthony Simpson,  This call was not accepted,
although Mr. Simpson supplied the pulpit forover aovear. Next
a call was addressed to N, Walter M. Rover, but was dechned
A long vacancy ensued, during which the congregation wa
supphied by men appointed by the Home NMission Committe
of the Presbytery.  Finally, in 18369, a call was extended to
the Rev. David Beattie.  Mr. Beattie accepted the call and was
inducted on February gth, 1864,

In 1872 Mr. Alexander resigned the charge of Warkworth

and the Presbytery, for reasons of economy proposed re uniting
s




St. Andrew’s Church, Campbellford

Warkworth and Campbellford,  This was agreed to. M,
Beattie’s health at this time was not very robust, and he felt
that he would not be able to stand the strain of a double
charge, and so hey i i8y2, resigned Campbellford.  Alterwards
i Beattie had charge of Rylestone, and also preached in the
neizhiborhood of Madoc,  After some vears he retired rom
active service to his home near Campbellford, and  passed
AWaY n 18g2,

e third minister was Rev, Donald Sutherland, who was
ordamed and inducted at Warkworth November rith, 1873,
Mr. Sutherland was promised a stipend of %7350 and a manse.
Of the 8750, the sum of =400 was to come from Percy, and
%350 from Campbellford.  From 1873 to 18853 Mr. Sutherland
mimistered to the united congregations of Warkworth and
Campbellford.  Mr. Sutherland resided - Percy, as did Mr.
Alexander. The work having grown bevond the ability of one
man, the charges were separated on October 14th, 1854, M,
Sutherland remained in Warkworth and continued to minister
there until 188 when, at the close of a service of a quarter of
acentury, he resigned to take charge of the congregation ol
Stratheiair, Manitoba,

Mo Sutherland retired  from the active ministry shortly
belore s death, which took place in the spring of 1907.

In 1885, Campbellford, now a separate charge, entered upon
anew eri, - About this time there was a considerable increase in
the population of the town, and the congregation was fortunate
in securing, as its fourth pastor, the Rev. John Hay, who was
ordained and inducted on June gth, 1885, During the four
vears of his ministry the congregation made rapid progress,
and 1t was to the great regret, not only of his own people, but
of the whole community, that he resigned to take charge of
Cobourg.  He is at present the minister of Renfrew.

Rev. Marcus Scott, now ol the Central Church, Detroit,
wis inducted October 24th, 188, and during his term of oflice
the congregation continued to increase in strength and in-
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St. Andrew's Church, Campbellford

Huence, and it was again with sorrow that the people w
called upon to give up their minister,  Mr. Scott's resignation
took effect in May, 185,

On the 1st of October, i the same vear, the Rev, Robert
Laird, now Agent for the Endowment Fund of Queen’s Univer
sity, was called to Campbellford, and ordimed and inducted
into his first charge.  He labored with zeal and energy for low
vears, when he was called 1o the pastorate ol Iirst Church,

Brockville,

The present minister, Reve Ao Co Reeves, was nducted
lanuary 15th, 1900, and has thus been in charge for nearly
cight and a hall years,

The first church buildimg was o frame structure, and wiis
erected, as already stated, in 18601, This building becoming
too small, the corner stone ol a new edilice was laid ino18s2
by the venerable Dr. Neill. The formal opening took place on
January 28th, 1885, the services on that day beinge conducted
by Rev. Principal Grant, of Kingston.

In 18go it was found necessary to enlarge the building,
which was done at a cost of =t,000. It s the edifice as thus
enlarged that is shown in the accompanving engraving.

There has, since that date, been a stll further enlargement,
an aleove for the organ and choir having been added i 1go..

St Andrew’s congregation owes a great deal to the genes
osity of one of its members  the late Mrs. Gibb—who, before
her decease in 18G4, made a bequest by which the entire in
debtedness of the congregation was cleared away, and a hand
some sum set aside for the erection of a manse,  The beautilul
and commodious manse, set in its attraciive environment, 1s i
constant reminder to minister and people of one who was
true and liberal friend of the work of the Church.

It is interesting to note that the building of a manse wis

projected as far back as the year 1864, It was however, the
vear 1808 before the project was realized.
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St. Andrew's Church, Campbellford

I he congregation has, in all the course of its history, been
a strong factor in the religious and moral life of Campbellford,
and it is the sincere hope of all that it may always continue to
be an uplifting force in the life of the entire community,

“QOur fathers to their graves have gone
Iheir strife is past, their triumphs won
But sterner trials wait the race
Which nises in their honored plac
A moral warfare with the crime
\nd folly of an exil time.
So let it be.  In God's own nnght
We gird us for the commg fight ;
And, strong in Hum whose cause 1= ours,
In conthet with unholy powers
We grasp the weapons He has given
I'hie hight, the truth, and love of heaven.”










St. Andrew's Church, Camphbellford

APPENDIX

TO BE NOTED:

The lists are somewhat incomplete, owing to the dificalty
of obtaining information. In several instances records have
been lost or are not to be found.

It will therefore, be understood that these hists are open to
correction. They are the best, however, that could be obtam
ed from the data at hand.

NAMES OF ELDERS SINCE FOUNDING OF
CONGREGATION :

Fnosmas Re i grorp, S Janmes Provror Jony Girany
Mgr. Waisox Versanner Doxane . 1. Hoan
e, Wannrn Jons Crark Romrt S
GEORGE JOHNS 1o W R Masst W Arvsts
Jorx Woor C. L. Owen Jastr s Bowias
Wit LoGgax Janmrs Daoxag Wa Cook
Grasvicer Rocro Creorar Mirenet

NAMES OF PRECENTORS:
Jous McLion  Ronere Jonss o War B
Wit Locas

I'hese, with perhaps some others whose names have no
bheen civen to me, took their turn, as occaston demanded,
leadime the service nl']u;u\q-

In January, 1877, James Dickson was asked to lead
I'salmody, and did so for six vears, when he was succeeded by
laomes Buchanan,

In February, 1884, the organ was first used o the church
services, At this time also, a choir was orgamized, and Tame
Dickson was appomted the leader, which position he has held
up to the present, with the exception ol one vear, durimge win

lames Donald was leader,
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ORGANISTS:
Miss Crnos Miss MaGaie Dixwoonir (Mrs. Geo, Waters
Miss Rosi Murcnier (Mrs, AL E. Lytle) Mis, W, L ArvsiroNG
Miss Avicr Doxarn (Mrs. )0 H. Caskey) Mes, DA Wi

SABBATH SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS:

Wu. OGiivn Jons DBria
Wt Loaas Jonx Woon Iavies Davinson Crarees Frescon
1P Hew Iames Doxacn C. L. Owex
W. W, Covvine W, L ArvsironG I S. Porri

Seymour West (Branch) 8. 8. Toovas Rurierrorn, k.
IS, Porre, Secretary of Sabhath School for 25 vears 1883 to 108

MANAGING COMMITTEE ELECTED MARCH 13th, 1869 :

Daxier Kexseny Wi, Locax W, Ross
Jonx Dekson |. Rurnerrorn D, Jonxs o
I'nos, Rurmeriorn, Sk Me. Brack Mie. McCoon
Ianies Davinsox, Sk Mi. Cocngany M. Sy
Romerr Cores Dk, Bocari M. Wiiie
W, Bearim Hean Gim Me. Oarevn

Mie. Massn

From 1809 to 1908, in addition to the above, the following

pames appear on the Managing Board

\ex. Wanpei Iavies Rovro Avex. DoNarn
Tostrm Timrena Jons Ruinekror Fnos. Rurnerronn, |k
IR. Scori Jamis Conmine I, W, Cagraw, M. D
W GRENWALD Jony CrLakk ). G MaTmiison
Jonus Woon Tonx SHANNON I. S Porn
M. MoNAvaGnion Coakers Frexcn Javes A, Mass
I'nos. Han \. Doxavn Javies Doxag
Warnir Gy S, L Porrer W. L \rustroxG
Jasies AWarrrgs W. R. MassinG Iaves A, O Coxxo
Tonx W, Jonns o Coriy Dow C. H. Cassan
Ronerr Cock Ive, ROMCRA lonx Govax
Grorar Janmes Jony Wakwick C. L. Owex
Grazvieer Ronne Hixry McKiivi Nitn Thoviesox
Panvies Dierson W, WL Covvisa Gro. ANDERLON
G Masox DL L Dovaias Jas, A, StEwaAR1
]2 Wiy lomx P Huean W Cock

Tony GrAHA
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EXPLANATION

No records of meetings of Session can be found before the
vear 1884,

The Managers' book for the years 1886-185g8 cannot be
=~ v

found.  Hence list of Managers is icomplete, as far as this

period is concerned,

NOTES

At the annual meeting of the congregation on January
18th, 1870, the revenue of the congregation for the support of
ordinances was reported to be 837826, This amount included
2113550, the proceeds of two soirees,

As illustrating the changed methods of church work, the
following item, taken from the report of a meeting of the
Board of Management held in 1870, is interesting :

“Moved and seconded,— That those of the church who live in

“the country each contribute a cord of wood for the use of the
“minister, and those who live in the village cut it. —Carned.”

MEMBERSHIP
Number of Communicants on Roll in 1885 . . . . . 192
Number of Communicants on Roll beginning of 1goR . 407
ORGANIZATIONS

It would have been interesting, if such had been possible,
to have given a short history of the various organizations
connection with the congregation,

Many faithful ones, especially ladies, have labored in con-
nection with these different societies.

No record of their names is here given, but their work 1s
known to the Master, and He will surely reward His servants,




