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THE ^^COM p AN I om
,...-.--- T O THE / |fe.

P L A Y-H O U S

O K,

An Hiftorical Account ofalitheDrai

Writers (and their Works) th

appeared in Great Britain iuid Irela

F R o M T n E

Commenceinent of our Theatrical Exhibi
dowh to the Prcfent Year 1764.

Compofed in the Form of a Diction il|l*l|i.

For the more readily turning to any partic^lur

AuTHoR> or Performance. '

VOL II.

CONTAINING
The Lives and ProduAions of every Dramatic Writer for the Et^U/h

or bi/h The ATX El, inciudini^ not only all thofe Memotn thit

havQ been formerly wvitten, but tlfo a great Number of nc#
Lives and curious Anecdotcf never before communicated to th«

Public—>Alfo the Lives of our moft celebrated AAora, who were

likewife Authors of avy Theatrical Compofition, ftom Shaxi*
(PEAR and JoHNsoK, do^A^n to the pvcfeat Times.

LONDON:
Printed for T. Bickit and P. A. Dkmondt, in tW

StrawJ ; C. H E N D I R toN , at the Royal Excba/igi ; an^

T. Da VIES, in Rnjel-Strat, Covtm-Ganhn,

IIDCCLXIV.
\ 1 ^ '-^
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PLAY-HOUSE
'if-

DICTIONARY.
U u.

AD
W*§*VJ R. Cent. — Thefe
^"^ "^ Initials we find pre-

«?^A.*<^ fixed to a Dramatic

Vvf /v Vvf I^*^^"*> entitled,

M*y*M The Ttf//«ffr ?reLb-

man, Tragi-Com.

None of the Writers give any

Account of this Author, nor even

liint at his real Name, yet I can-

not help venturing one Conjec-

ture in Regard to him, which is,

that I think it not improbabio lo

be Mr. Robert Artni'i, Author of

a Comedy c;\lled the Hiftory of

the Two Maidi of Mpore Clacke.

—There being fotne Referablancc

in the Manner and Stile of the

two Titles, and the Difference of

only fix Years in their Dates, the

laft-nam'd Piece having been pub-
liflied in the Year 1609; and this

before us in 161 5.

Adams, George, M. A.
This is, I believe, » living Au-
thor, but has made only one At-
tempt in the dramatic Way, and
tiut probably not even intended

f; A D

: .1

for the Stage, but only publiAed

for the more undifturb'd Perufil

of the Clofet. It is called.

The Life and Death of So-

I'HocLES. Hift. Play.

Addison, Jojepk, Efq;—This
very great Ornament to the Agfe

he lived in, his own Country i»

particular, and to the Cairi'e of

polite Literature in general, wafc

Son of the Rev. Dr. l.aunceht

Mdifon, who afterwards became
Dean of Litchfield and Coventty,

but at the Time of this Son'i

Birtli V. .,s Reftor of Mi/ejfcn, nejtr

Ar.hnjbury, IVifts, at which Place

the Subjetl of our prefcnt Conft-

deratlon riicclv'd his vita! Breathy

on the il^ Day of May, 1671.—
He was very early feiat to School

to Ambnjbury, being put under
the Care of the Rev. Mr. Naip,
then Mafterof that School ; froii

thence, as foon as he had receiv-

ed the firft Rudiments of Litera-

ture, he was removed to Salijbury

School, taught by the Reverend

£ A ] Mr.

1
J.;

» I.

w

1^
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Mr. Taylor, and after that ro the

Charter-Houfe, whci ~ he was un-
der the Tuition of the learned

Dr. Ellit. Here he firft con-

traAed an Intimacy with -Mr.

Steeky afterwards Sir tlickard,

which continued invio'able till

his Death.——At about fifteen

Years of Age he was cntcr'd of

Siueeri'^ College, Oxford, and in

about two Years afterwards, thro*

the Intereftof Dr. Lancajier, Dean
of Magdalen*Sf ele£led into that

College, ant) admitted to the De-
grees of Bachelor and Mafter of

Arts.-

While he was at the Univer-

sity, he was repeatedly folicited

by his Father and other Friemts

to enter into Holy Orders, which,

altho* from his extreme Modcfty

and natural Diffidence he would
gladly have declined, yet, in

Compliance with his Father's De-

fires, he was once very near con-

cluding on ; when having, thro'

Mr. Congre-ve's Means, become a

greatj^avoritc with that univetfal

Patron of Poetry and the polite

Arts, the famous Lord Halifax,

that Nobleman, w ho had fre-

quently regretted that fo few
Men of Hbeial Education and

great Abilities applied themfelves

to AflTairs of public Bufinefs, in

which their Country might reap

the Advantage of their Talents,

earneftly perfuaded him to lay

aiide this DiHgn, and as an En-
couragement for him h to do,

and an Indulgence to an Inclina-

tion for Travel, which ibew'd

itfelf in Mr. Addifon, procured

him an annual Penfion of 300I*

from the Crown, to enable him
to make the Tour of France and

Italy.

On this Tour then he fet out

at the latter End of the Year

1699, did his Country great

Honour b^ bis extraordinary Abi-

AD
litles, receiving in his Turn
eveiy IVfark of ElJeem that could

be flicwn to a Man of exalted

Genius, particularly from M.
Boileau, the famous French Poef,

and the Abbe Sahini, Profeflbr

of the Greek Tongue in the Uni-
verfity of Florence^ the former of

whom declared that he firft con*
ciiived an Opinion of the Etiglijh

Genius for Poetry from Mr. ^d'
difori's Latin Poems, printed in

the Miifee Arglicana, and the

latter tranflated into elegant ha"
lian Vevfc, his Epiftolary Pocpi

to Lord Halifax^ which ,is ef-

tcemcd a Mafter-Piece in it's

Kind.
In the Year fjo%, as he was

about to return Home, he was
informed from his Friends in Eng-
land, by Letter, that King Wil-
liam intended him the Poft of
Secretary to attend the Army un-
der Prince Eugene in /r^/y.—This
was an Office that would have
been extremely acceptable to Mr.
Addifon J

but his Majefty's Death,

%vhich happened before he could

get his Appointment, put a Stop

to that, together with his Pcn-
fion.—This News came to him
at Geneva ; he therefore chofe to

make the Taar ofGermany in his

Way Home, and at yienna com-
posed his Trea^ife on Medals,

which however did not make
it's Appearance till after his

Death.

A difTerent Set of Minifters

coming to the Management of
Aftairs in the Beginning of Queen
Anne'i Reign, and confequently

the Intereft of Mr. Addifon*%

Friends being conliderably weak«
ened, he* continued unemployed

and in Obfcurity till 1704, whea
an Accident calFd him again in-

to Notice.

The amazing Viftory gained

by the great Duke of Marlborough
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at Blenheimt exciting a Dcfire in

the Earl of Ccdo'ftir, then Lord

High Trcafurer, to have it ceJe-

bratcd in Vcifc, Lord Ilal/ifaXf to

whom that Nobleman had com-
tnunicated this his Wifli, recom-

mended Mr. Aditijo* to hirti, as

the only F'erfoii who w as likely to

execute fuch a TaHc in a Manner
adequate to the Subje^ j in which
he fuccecded fo hapjily, that

when the Poem he wrote, vix.

the Campaign, was finiHied- no
farther than to the celebrated

Sirrile of the Angel, the Lord

High Treafuier was fo delighted

with it, that he immediately pre-

sented the Author with the Place

of one of the Commiiiioners of

Appeals in the Excife, in the

Room of Mr. Lockcj who had
been juft promoted to the Bsard

cf Trade.

In the Year 1705, he attended

Lord Hallifax to Hanover^ and iii.

the fucceedtng Year was appoint-

ed Under Secretary to Sir CbarUs

Hedges, then Secretary of State
j

nor did he lofe. this Poft on the

Removal of Sir Charles, the Earl

of Sunder and, who fucceeded to

that Gentleman, willingly con-

tinuing Mr. Addijon as his Under-
Secretary.

In 1 709, Lord Wharton bei«g

appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ire-

land, nominated our Author Se-

cretary for that Kingdom, the

Queen at the fame Time beftow-

ing on him alfo the Poft of

Keeper of the Records in />*-

land.—But when, in the latter

End of her Majcfty's Reign the

Miniilry was again changed, and
Mr, Addifcn expe^ed no fartliqr

Employment, hegiadly fub;"nittcd

to a Retirement, in which he had

formed a Defign, which it is much
to be regratted that he never iiad

in his Power to put in Execu-

tion, viz, the couipiling a Die-

'AD
tionary to fix the Standard of the

Er.gUjb Language upon the fame

Kind of Pian with the famous
Diuionario dcUa Crufca of the ItH'

liars.—A Work in no Language
fo mucR wanted as in our own,
and which from fo mafterly, fo

elegant and fo corretft a Pen as

this Gentleman's, could not have
fiiPd being executed to the great-

eft Degree of Perfection.—We
have however the lefs Reafon to

lament this Lofs, as the fame
Defign has fince been carried on»
and brought to a Maturity that

reflc£ls the higheft Honour on
our Country in general, and It's

Author in particular j—'nor after

this Chara^er can I, I think,
have need to enter into a farther

Explanation, or even hint, that

1 mean Mr»Samueiy«btiJon*9 Dic-
tionary of the Eng/i'/h Language*
What prevented Mr. jUdifoH^p

purfuing this Defign, was hit be»
ing again called out into public

Bufinefs j for on the Death of the
Queen, he was appointed Secre*

tary to the Lords Juftices ; thea
again, in 171 1, Secretary for

Ireland, and on Lord SundtrlartP%

Refignation of the Lord Lie. ^^^

nancy, he was made one of ila

Lords Commiflioners of Trade.
In 17 1 6, he married the

Countefs of JVarvtick, and in the

enfuing Year was raiftd to the

high Dignity of one of her Mtf-
jt^Hy's principal Secretaries of
State.—The Fatigues of this im-
portant Poft^ being too much for

Mr. Addifon''s Conftitution, which
was naturally not an extraordinary

one, he was very foon obliged

to refiga it, in''.:;jJng for theRe-
rrainder of his J.ife to pwrfue the
Coinpktion cf fome literary Dc-
ficns which he had planned out i

but this he had ro long Time al-

lowed him for the doing, an
Af^hma, attended with a Dropfy,

[ A 2 ] carrying

.hi

'wk
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carrying him off" the Stage of this

World before he could fini/h any

of his Schemes. He departed

this Life at Holland HouCe, near

KenfiKgton, on ihe jyth oi June,

J 7 19, having then juft entered

into his 4^th Year, and left be-

hind him one only Daughter.

As a JVriter we need fay little

of him^ as the general Efteem

his Works .were, ftill are, and

ever muft, be held in, " pUadst
*' as Skakefpcare fays, like Angeh
•* Irumfet'tor.gu'dy'' in their Be-

half.—As a Poet, his CaU) in the

tirantatic, and his Campaign ixy the

LjfO'c Way, will ever maintain a

Place among the firft Rate Works
of either Kind.—Yet I cannot

help thinking even thefe excelled

by the Eleeaiice, Accuracy, and

Elevation of his Profe JVritivgt
j

among which his Papers in the

TatUriy SpeSlatori and Guardians

hold a foremoft Rank, and inuil

contiAue the Objefts of Admira-

tion, fo long as the Englijh Lan-

guage retains its Purity, or any

Authors who have written in it

continue to he read.—AsaAfo«,
it is impoffible to fay too much,

and it would even extend beyond

our prefent Limits to fay enough,

in his Praife, as he was in every

Refpeft truly valuable.—In private

life he was amiable, in public

Employment honourabl - ; a zea -

lous Patriot j faithful to his

. iFriends and ftedfaft to his Prin-

ciples
i
and the noble Sentiments

which every where breathe thro'

his CatOy are no more than Ema-
nations of that Love for his

Country, which was the conftant

Guide of all his Adions.—But

laft of all let us view him as a

.Cbrijiiariy in which Li^ht he will

appear ftill more exalted than in

any other.—And to this End no-

thing perhaps can mote effcdu-

A D
ally lead us than the relating un
Anecdote concerning his Death,

in the Words of one of the beji

Men as wtU as the beJi U^riten

now living, who, in a Pamphlet
written almoft entirely to intro-

duce this little Story, fpeaks of

him in the following Manner.
** After a long and manly, but.

'* vain Struggle with his Diftem-
" per," fays he, " he difmifled
** his Phyficians, and with them
** all Hepes of Life : but with
** his Hopes of Life he difmiffed

" not his Concern for the Living,
** but fent for a Youth nearly
*' related, and finely accomplifh-
*' ed, but not above being the
*' better for good Impteilions
** from a dying Friend : he came

;

" but Itife now glimmering in
" the Socket, the dying Friend
** was filent.

—

Atitic a decent arid

'' proper Paufe, the Youth iai^«

*• Dear Sir ! you fet/t for me : I
*' helieve, and 1 bopef that you
" havefame Commanasi I^allhold
** tbem moftfacred.— May diillant

" Ages,*' proceeds this Authof,
** not only bear,y hutfeet tHe Re-
" ply f—!—Forcibly grafpiiig the
« Youth's Hand, he foftly faij,

*' See in nvhat Peace a €htij}ian

*' can die.—He fpokc with Diffi-

" culty, and foon expired"—Tiie

Pamphlet from which this is

quoted, is entitleJ, Co>!J'^::ii\-s on

original Ccmprjinoit, and ahho'

puMifhcd Anonymou:, was writ-

ten by the great Dr. Edward
lo.vro-j—Nor can I wiih more
Propriety dole my Chara^er of

Mr. Ad\ijon than with this very

Gentleman's Obleivailors on the

jufl-mentloned Anecdote, when,
after tcllinj; us that it is to this

Circumftancc Mr. Tickil refers,

w'icrc, in his Lines on this great

Man's Death lie has thefe

Words,
Ue
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JJe taught us bcnu to live \ and,

Ob ! too high

AFriceftr KnowUdge^ tauglt

us bow to die.

thus proceeds Dr. Young \
" had

«* not this poor Plank been thrown
" out, the chief Article of his

" Clory would probably hare
** been funk for ever, and late

« Ages had received but a Frag-
" ment of his Fame.—A Frag-
*' mcnt glorious indeed, for his

" Genius how bright F but to

*< coirnrend him for Compofition,
* tho* immortal, is Dctraflion
*' now, if there our Encomium
'< ends.—Let as look farther to

'* that concluding Scene, which
" fpokc human Na'urc not unre-
«* lated to the Divine.—To that

* let us pay the long and large

•' Arrcar of cur greatly pofthu-
.<* mous ApplauTc."

A little farther he thus termi-

nates this noble Encomium.—^
•' If Powers were not wanting, a
< Monument more durable than
*' thofeof M.uble, fliould proudly
«* rife in this .imbitious Page to

•* the new ami far nobler ^</<^///cn,

*' than tliut winch you and the
• Pulilie have fo long and fo

*' much admired r—nor this Na-
*' tion only, for it is Etncff^s
«' /Iddifon as v ell ai ours j tho'
«• Europe knows not half his 'I'i

« tics to her Eftecm, being as

*' yet unconfcious tl.at the dyirg
*« Aldifon far outfhincs her yid-
** difon immortal."

Having thus giyen fome Ac-
count of the Life and Death of

thi* great Mi>n, nothing more re-

mains in this Place to be done,

but to give a Lift of his dramatic

Pieces, which were the follow-

ing three.

I. Cato. Trag.

a. The Drummer, Cfcm,.

3. Ro&AMOM). Opera.

A R
AtttANDKK, JViUiam, ViA,

Sterling, Earl of.

Arm IN, Mr. HcA^rr.——Thi*
Author lived in the Reign of
King *}amts the firft, and was ail

eminent Comedian of that Time,
as we may gather from the find'

ing his Name among the Reft of
the Performers of Rank in the
original Drama of hen Jonje/tit

j4lcbymifl, 1610.—-1 have in an-
other Place ventured a Surmife in
Regard to his having been tho
Author of one dramatic Piece*

from the Correfpondence of the
prefix'd Initials, {Vid. above, A.
R.) we arc however aQur'd id

Regard to another, to which he
has put his Name at Lengthy
vix.

The T-ifo Maids of Moor*
C1.ACKE. Hifloricdl Play,

And it is very probable that he
belonged to the then Company of
Comedians, as in the Title Page
he writes himfelf One ofhis Ma*-

jffifi Sertart!.—There was pub-
liftied in the Year 1604, a Pam-
phlet entitled,

y^ DiJ'tourfe of Elizab' th Ar-
min, w/'O, liitb fome other C01H-

pUccs, attempted t-j potfon her Uuf-
L'ird,

Whether this Anecdote has

any Reference to ou! Author I

cannot pretend to- affirm, but

think it by no Means itnprobx-

ble, from the Correfpondence of
the Date with the Time that he
flouriftied in.

Ar N E, Dr. Thomas Augvflnt.—1 he Particulars of this Gen-
tleman's Life having probably had
nothing cxtraordinaj-y in them,
have no Claim to a Place here,

efpecially as he is ftill living,

and it may perhaps cppear as a

Bufinefs of unnccclTary Repeti-

tion to ohferye to the Public what
almoft every individual of it well
knows al eady^ t/», that he is

t A 3, j, one
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one of tTie grcatefl Mailcrg of

Mufical Compofilion at prelent

cxifting, either in this or any

other Kingdom To him the

"VVorld (lands indebted for the

^ufic of many of our befl Ora-

torioS) for the Accompanymcnts
in others of our more regular

theatrical Entertainments, and

for the whole of one dramatic

Piece, of which he is fajd to be

sot only the Compoicr, but the

Author, •v'lTi.

Artaxerxes. Opera. Vid,

Appendix.
Arkowsmith, Mr.— This

Gentleman was oi Cambridge, and

|)ad the Degree of Maftcr of Arts.

Langbaine alone informs us that

to him was afcribcd a iMay, v\ Inch

however was publiflied Anony-
mous, entitled,

The Reformation, Com.
Aston, Mr. Anthony.-^T\y\h

Gentleman, according to thcTcf-

timony of the Author of the /?n-

tijb Iheatre, was an At\oi in

lome of the travelling Compa-
nies, that perform in the Coun-

.try P^rts of this Kingdom.
He is faid in that "Work to have

keen Author of many humorous

Scenes, adtcd, I fuppofe, by Way
' of Drolls or Interludes in the f.iid

Company, and of a Piece which

I imagine was never reprcfentcd,

called.

Love in a Hurry, Com.
A VR E, Mr. miliam,-'Oiihh

Gentleman I know nothing nwve

than that he has favoured the

Public with a Tranflation of that

celebrated dramatic Paftoral of

%iJ)'o, called,

Amintas,
and alfo with that of an Italian

Tragedy, the original Text of

which be has printed Page by

Page with his Tranflation, en-

titled,

Me ROPE.
A V R E -^ , Mr. Jaims, — This

B. W.
Author is 'mentioned 'no wh«re
but in the Britijh Theatre, where
he is faid to be a Native of /r«-

land (probably yet living) and to

have wrote one dramatic Piece,

entitled,

Sancbo at Court, Ballad Opera.

B.

B,

P. orBsLON, Mr.Peter.-m
• So doss Lan^baine in\t:rpttt

the two Letters prefixed to aPlay>

entitled.

The Mock Duelliji. Com.
and tells us that the Gentlemait

whom he thus fuppol^s the Au-
thor was at that Time living,

B.
J.—Thtfc Letters (land r'>

the Title Page of a Play, calJcc,

The Amorous Gallant. Com,
but none oftlie Write:shavc given

the Iciift Mint of the Authors
real Nume.

IJ. T.—Thefe Letters only ave

picfixcd to a Comedy, called.

The Court.y Girl.

The Writers in general however

luvc attributed this P.tce loylm^
tiJ!i\' Broivcr.

B. w.—ThJs Author ftands

in the fLimc Prciiicament with the

l.iil-mentioncd one ; none of the

Writers maki::g any Mention of

him but by the above Initials,

which are p-efixed to a little Piece

which was never a£led, . but is

printed by the Title of.

The Juror. Farce.

This Piece was publiflied in 1717*

,nor do I meet with any Author-

nearer than the Year 1729,

which is twelve Years afterwards,

whofc Name will correfpond to

thefe Letters j at which Time I

find a Tragedy, called Injurd Itt-

tiocctice, W'itten by William Bil-

Icrsy Efqj and a£led at Drury Lar.t

with fome Succefs.T—This is cer-

tain! v..

\\
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tainly not enough to authorize

our fixing on him as the Author

of inc Farce before us, yet it is

far from impoifible that it might

be only the firft Eflay of a Man,

who afterwards afpir'd to forac-

MS'hat of more Importance.

Bailky, Mr. Abraham.

"this Gentleman was a Member
of tKe honourable Society of Lin-

coln's-Innt and in the early Part

of his Life wrote a Play, call'd,

The Spigbtful Sifter. Com.
Bailey, Dr. ^obn, • This

Gentleman was a Phyfician.

—

During fomc leifure Hours which

he could fpare from BuHncfs, he

amufed himfelf in compofing a

dramatic Piece, called,

The Married Coquet. Com.
It was never afted, and probably

tljc DodVor never intended it for

a public Reprefcntation } but be-

ing at his Dcceafc, which was in

the Year 1746, found among his

Papers, it was pubiiflicd by Sub-

fcription for the Emolument of

his Widow,
Bakxk, Mr. Thomas.— This

Gentleman was the Son of a very

eminent Attorney in the City of

r.or</5«.—Whether he was him-
felf bred up to any Hxiflnefs or

not, I have not been able to trace,

but it is apparent by the Pieces

he has left behind him, that he

muft have dcvottd fome Part of

his Time to the Mules.—His

Turn was entirely to Comedy,
and his Plays in general met with
Succefs, and were held in good

Eftimation.—Nor was that Ap-
probation by any Means unjufl,

notwithftanding the (lighting

Manner in which Mr. ffhincop

bos fpoken of his Writings.——
His Plots are in general his own,
his Conduct of them pleafing,

his Chara^ers ftrongly drawn,

(which is certainJy ectc of. the

B A.

grcateft Perfeftions of Comedy)
his Language eafy and agrceabk»^

his Wit pure ai^d genuine, and

his Satire juft and poignant.

I have "the more readily entered

into this Encomium, which I

think his Writings deferve, to

vindicate their Chara£ter, as well

as the Judgment of the Public

which gave them the Sanation of

Applaufe, from the Contempt
thrown on them by Mr. IVbincop^

who is the only Writer that has

attempted to give them any Cha-
rudler at all, and who indeed con-

tradl^s.hirof(.lf in the Character

he has given, fince he denies

them both T^itand Humour, an^
yet allows them to poflefs thef

yis comiijf (or, as he calls it,

** fomcthing to make ore laugh*')

which certainly" can never fubftft

without one or the other of thefe

two Properties j but indeed Mr,
}Vkincop fecms on the whole ta

write w ith fome Degree of Preju-

dice againil him, throwing the

fame Kind of Abufe on a perio-

dical Paper which he wa« the
Author of, called the Femali

Tatler*

The dramatis Pieces he has

left behind him are five rn Num«
bcr, and their Titles as follow,

\. A£i at Oxford. Com.
2. fine had:a Airs. Com,.

3. HampjieadHeath* Com.
4. HuKours of the Age. Com«
^..TunbridgeJValh. Com.
Ai! of thorn have a confidera*

ble Share of Merit, yet only one
among the Number ftands on the
prefont Lift of AAing Plays, vi»*

Tunbridge JValkt.

There is an Anecdote in Re-
gard to a Chara£ter in this Co-
medy, with Refpeft to the Au-
tlior s Charafler, which 1 might
properly have taken Notice of

liere> bul tJiat the. Reader will

fi»4
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find it in the former Part of this

Work in my Account of the

Piece itfelf.

Whether the effeminate Turn
of Difpofttion there hinted at, or

this Gentleman's Attachment to

the Mufes, drew him from any
Application to Bufinefs, or from
what other Caufe I know not,

but during the latter Part of his

Life he ftood on bift indifferent

Terms with his Fathe**, who al-

lowing him but a very fcanty In-

come, he was obliged to retire

into IVorctftcrJhirtt where IVhiu-

cop tells us he is reported to have
died of that loathfome Difordcr

the Morbus pediculcjut.

Banks, Mr. jFo-6«.——This
Gentleman was bred an Attorney

at Law, and belonged to the so-

ciety of New-Inn.-—"Tht dry Stu-

dy of the Law however not being

fo fuitable to his natural Oifpo-

iltion as the more efevatcd Flights

of poeticallmaginatlon, he quitted

the Purfuit of Riches :n the Inns

of Court, for the paying his At-
tendance on thofc ragged Jades

the Mufcs in the Theatri;.— —
Here however he fc.und his Re-
wards by 1^0 Means adequate to

his Dcferts. His Emoluments at

the beft were ptecariouE, and the

various Succeflcs of his Pieces

too 'cclingly convinced him of the

Error in his Choice.—This how-
ever did not prevent him from

purfuing with Chcarfulnefs the

Path he had taken, his Thirft of

Fame, and Warmth of poetic En-

thufiafm alleviating to his Ima-

gination many dilagrci.'.'ble Cir-

cimiftanccs, which Indigence,

the too frequent Attv.ndant on

poi-tical Purfuits, frequently ihrew

him into.

His Turn wa«! entirely to Tra-

gedy.—His Merit in which is of

a peculiar Kind.—For at the fame

Time that his Languii^e muii be
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confefs'd to be extremely unpo-
etical, and his Numbers uncouth
and inharmonious { nay, evco-
his Characters very far from be -

ing ftrongly marked or diftin-

guifhed, and his Epifodes ex-
tremely irregular; yet it is im-
poilible to avoid being deeply af-

fefled at the Rrprefentation, and
even at the reading of his tragic

Pieces.——This is owing in the
general to an happy Choice of his

Subjects, which are aU borrowed
from Hiilory, either real or ro-

mantic, and indeed the mofl uf
them from Circumftamics in the

Annals of our own Cbuntr}*,

which, not only fiom their being

familiar to our continual Rucol-
leelion, but even from t'^cir ha-
ving fomc Dcpree of RcLnion-to
oorfelvcs, wc are apt to receive

with a Kind of partial Prrpcf-

fefljon, and a Pre-dctormir.ation

to be pltafcl.— He has conftantly

chofen as th. B ;fis of his Plays

fuch Tales as were in thcmfelves

.md thc'.r well-known Cataftro-

phes moft truly adapted to the

Pnrpofes of the Drama.—He has

indeed but little varied from the

Striftnefs of Hifturical Fafls, yet

he feems to have made it his,con-

ftant Rule to keep the Scene per-

peiunlly alive, and never fuffer

his Charafkors to droop. His
Verfe is not Poetry, but Profe

run mad—Yet will the falfe

Gem fomrtimcs approach fo near

in Glitter to the .rue one, at Icatt

in the Eyes of all but the real

CoKnoiJJitun, (und how fmall a

Part of an Audience are to be

ranked in this Clafs will need no
Ghoft to inform us) that Bom-
baft will frequently pafs for the

true Sublin-.e, and where it is

renHer'd the Vehicle of Incidents

in thcmfelves affe^ing, and in

which the Heart if apt to intcreft

itlcU| it will pe|ha£8 be found to

have
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have a ftronger Power on the hu

man Paflions than even that Pro-

perty to which it is in Reality no

more than a bare Succedaneum."—

And from thefe Principles it is

that we muft accovint for Mr.
Banki's Writings having in the

general drawn more Tears from,

and excited more Terror in, even

judicious Audiences, than thofc

of much more correal and more
truly poetical Authors.

The Tragedies he has left be-

hind him are eight in Number,
and are as follow,

1. Albion S^ueem,

2. Cyrus the Great.

3. DeftruSlion o/Troy.
4. Innocent Ufurper.

5. IJland Slueent. (This is only
the Albitn Sheens altered.)

,

6. Rival Kings,

7. yi'rtue betrayed,

o. Unbapfy Favorife,

Of the/e few have been per-

formed for fome Vcars paft, ex-
cepting the Unhappy Favcrlte, or
Earl of EssiXf which continued
till very^litely a Stock Tragedy
at both Theatres.—Mr. Jones's

Tragedy on the fame Subjeft,

which came out in T753, ^"^
fince that another by Mr, Brake,
(both which fee an Account of in

their proper Places) fcem however
to have banifhcd that alfo from
the Stage ; at leaft tor a while.

—

Yet I caanot h^;lp oliferving, to

the Honour of Mr. Ba/tks's Play,

that altlio' thefo two Writers,

nnd another of Em;nfncc, tJix.

Mr. Pa/f'b, have all handled the
fame Story in fomewhat a difTcr-

cnt Manner, yet they have all

coiicurr'd in borrowing many Pal-
fjgcs from his Tra^-cdy j and
moreover, that wliatevcr Advan-
tages their Pieces muy have ovt-r

liis in fome Refpefls, vet in Point
( r Pathcs, which ougfu to be one
of the great Aims of Tragedy,

B A
ke ftill ftands fuperiur to them
all.

The tVrltcrs on dramatic Sut-

jcfts have not afcertaincd cither

the Year of the Birth or that of

the Death of this Author.—His
laft Remains however lie interr'd

in the Church of St. Jameis,
fVejiminJier.

Bancroft, Mr. John. '

This Author was by Profeflion

a Surgeon ; and happening to have

a good Deal of Pradicc among
the voung Wits and Frequenters

of 'le 1 heatrcs, whom the warm
Favours they had met with among
the fair Devotees of the Paphian

Goddefs drove to fcek his Advice

and AfTiflancc, he acquired from

their Converfation a Paflion fbr

,
the Mufes, ajid aa Inclination to

fignalize himfcif in their Ser-

vice :—In Confequence of which
Inclination he made two EiTays

in the draniatic Way, neither

of which are devoid of Merit, nor

faiPd of meeting with fome De*
gre^ of Succefs, vix,

1. Henry II. Trag.
2. Skrtorius. Trag.

He died in the Vear 1696,
and lies interr'd in St. PauPs,
Co'vent-Gardcp.—~\X. is not impro-
bable thai he might be rela.ed to,

or a Dcfccndant from, Mr. T/»(-

ntds B.incrofty of Sivattton in Def
bvjbire, whom Sir /ijfon Cockaine

has celebrated as a Poet oi Ef-

tccm. See Cockaine% Poem%
8vo. 1658. p 103. 112. Ii6.

156.

Coxrt.'r attribute:! another PUy
t") this Author, which however
he fiys iic made a I'refent bot^

of the Rcp'ilation and Profits of
to M^untfoit the Player.—It was
entitled,

t,. EnWARP III. Trag.

Barclay, Sir lyiiham.—Of
tliis (jciitleman I know no more
th.;n that, h.^ lived in the Rjigps

rl
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•f K. jfames I. and K.. Charles !•

and that he was Author of one
Play, entitled,

The Leji Lady, Tr.-Com.
Bar FORD, Mr. Richard.—Of

this Gentleman I meet with no-
thing more than the Namcj, and
that he was Author of one dra-

matic Piece, called,'

The Virgir B^uecn. Com.
BARxm, Ml.'—A Gentleman

of this Name is faid by all the

Writers to have been the Author
of two dramatic Pieces, whofe
Titles are as follow,

1. Beau df/iaud. Com.
2. UdeUa atid h'ortunatu$.

Neither of them have any
Date; nor any Mention in the

Title Page of their having been
a£led} yet the Author of the

Britip Tbtatrt fixes the latter of

them about 1600. and Cotfeter in

his MS. Notes fays, that the Arft

was aAed at the new Theatre in

Linctiti^t-Jnn-Fuldi \ and more-
over reii.arks that the Mr.Barketf

who wrote Fidelia and FortunO'

tuSf is a different Perfon from
h'ttn who was Author of the Beau
defeated.

Barker, Mr. Tio.—On the

Authority of Coxeter, who tells

us that in fome of the old Cata-

logues this Name is infcrted as

Author of a Dramatic Piece«

called,

The Elood;^ Battju . Trag.

I have ventured to introduce

him as fuch in this Place, altho*

I cannot help thinking it attend-

ed with fome Degree of Impro-
bability, as in two fcveral Editions

of this Play, zix. in 1620 and

1639 the Letters T. D. are afUxcd

to the Title Page.

Ba R Kn EH, William. — Nei-
ther this Gentleman nor the un-

der-mentioned Play arc taken

Notice of; or even named either

ky Lauj^taitie f ^aceh , Cildcn,

B A
ffiirtccf), or the AutI>or of the

Britijh Theatre,- Ytt has Coxtter

in a MS, Note mentioned him
as Author of a Dramatic Piece,

csilled,

Htren. Trag.

In Vindication of this AfTer-

tion he quotes Hyde's Catalogue,

p. 65. and by the Date of the

Play, which he fctsdown as 1611,

Mr. Larijied a^^tars to have been

a Writer of Jarres the firft's

Reign,

Barnes, Mr. Barrrahy.'—AW
the Mention the Writers make
of this Gentleman amounts to no
more than that he lived in the

Hcign of King yames the firft,

and wrote one Play, entitled.

The Devil'i Charter. Trag.

Baron, Robert, Efqj— This
Author was a young Gentleman,
who lived during the Reign of
€harles I. and the ProteAorihip of
diver Cromnvell. He received

the earler Parts of his Education

at Camtridge, after which he be-

came a Member of the honour*

abte Society of Gray*s-Inn. «

During his Refidence at the Uni-
verfity, and indeed when he was
no more than fmenteen Years of

Age, he wrote a Novel called the

Cyprian Academy, in which he in-

troduced the two firft of the dra-

matic Pieces mentioried below.—
The third of them is a much more

regular and perfcft Play, and was
probably written when the Au-
thor had attained a ripet Age—
The Names of them are as fol-

lows,

I. Tieorum Dora. Mafque.

1. Griput and Ikgio. Paftoral.

5. Mirxa. Tra»;,

Phillips and WirftanUy have alfo

attributed fome other Plays to

hin , but on what Foundation I

know not| vix.

Dick Storner, Com.
X/«nQuixoTK. Com.

Vtftruflitlk
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Dtfimflion of Jerufalm.

Marriage »J
frit and Stience*

Together with Mafques and

Interludes, all which however

Langbaine denies to be his, as he

alfo docs Philiipt's AflTertion that

any of his Pieces were ever re-

prcfented on the Stage.

Mr. Baron had a great Intima-

cy with the celebrated Mr. yamcs

Hoivel/f the great Traveller, in

whoie Collections of Letters there

is one to this Gentlemao (See

HcweiPs Letters, Fol. III. Letter

418} who was at that Time at

Prfrf*.—To Mr, Ucnvelt in parti-

cular, and to all the Ladies and

Gentlewomen of England in ge-

neral, he has dedicated his Ro-
mance.

Bak a Y, Loijw/f^.Efqj—.What
this Gentleman's Rank in Life

was feems fomewbat diilicult to

determine.—The Writers on dra-

matic Subjc£ls, viz. Langtaine,

^Moif Cildon^ H'T>inrof>, &c. fti-

ling him only Mr. Lodowick Bar-
ry, whereas ylntb, ff^ood, in his

^ter., Oxon. Vol. I. p. 629. calls

him Lodo^vick Lord Barry, which
Title Coxeter in his MS, has alfo

beftowed on him.—This is how-
ever pofitively denied by Whincopf

p. 91.—But let this be as it may*
all Authors agree that he was of

an ancient and honourable Fa-
mily in Ireland, that he flourifli-

ed about the Middle of K James
the firfl's Rngn, and that he
wrote one dramatic Piece, en^

titled.

Ram Alley, Com. •

Basit BR, Mr. 7^lUn<M.—-To a

Gentleman of tliis NamCf Lang-
haine informs ut fome of the dd
Catalogues have attributed the

being Author of a Play printed

with the Letters T. D. in the Ti-
tle Page, and called.

The kltody Banptet, Trag.

B E
Beacmont, Franeii, ani

John Ff ETCHm.
As thefc two Gentlemen were,.

while living, the moil inviolable

Friends and infeparable Compa-
nions} as in tlicir Works all'o

they were united, the Orefles and
Fylades of the poetical World,
it would be a Kind of Injury

done to the /Ifd/r^ of their Friend-

ihip, fliould we here, after Death,
fcparate thofe Nan es vihich be-

fore it were found for t-ver j lin'd,

—Fcr this Reafon we (hall, un-
der this Tingle Article, deliver

what we have been able to collect

concerning both, yet, for the
Sake of Order, it will be proper

firft to take fome Notice of thofe

Particulars which feparately relate

to each. FiHl then, as his Name
ftands at the Head of this Arti*
cle, \ue will begin with

Mr. Francis Be Ail M ON T.—
This Gentleman was defcended

from a very ancient Family of
that Name, feated at Crace-Dleu

in Lficeflerjhire.'—H'u Grand-Fa-
ther, John Beaumcntf had been
Mader of the Rolls, and his Fa-
ther, Francis Beaumont, one of
the Judges of the Court of Tmi*
mon Pleas.'^'Sor was his Defcent
lefs honourable on the Side of hit

Mother, whofc Name .was ^nne,
the Dau^^ter of George Pierre-

point oftlome Pierrefioint in the
County ofNottingham, Efqj and of
the fame Family from which the
prefent Duke of King/ion derive!

his Anccftry.

Our Poet however appears to
have been only a younger Son,
yacoi mentioning a Brother of
his by the Title of Sir Henry
Beaumont, the* Cibbtr, in his Livet
of the Poets, Vol. I. p. 157. call*

him Sir John Betmmont.—He was
born in the Year 1585, and re-

ceived ^ii Educatioa at Cambridge,

tho*

ii
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tfio' in'Mrhat CclleJgc is a Point

which we havi" not been able to

trace. He afterwards was en-

tcr'd a Student in the hirer Tctrt'

pfe.— It is not however apparent

that' he made any great Piofi-

ciency in the Law, that being a

Study probably tec dry and unen-
tertainifig to be attended to by a

Man of his fertile ai.d fprightly

Genius.—And indeed, v, c /hould

fcarccly be furprifed to find that

he had given no Application to

any Study but Poetry, nor at- •

tended on any Court but that of
the M'-'fii, but on the contrary

our Admitation might fix itfelf in

the oppofite Extreme, and fill us

with Aftonifhmcnt at the ftt-

trcme Afllduity of his Genius and
Rapidity of his Pen, when we
look back on the Voluminouf-
nefe of his Works, and then en-

quire into the Time allowed him
for them j Works that might
well have taken up a long Life to

have executed.—For altho*, out

of fifty-three Plays which are col-

lected together as the Labours of

thefe united Authors, Mr. Tleau-

mottt was concerned in much the

grcateft Part of them, yet he did

not live to complete his thirtieth

Y6ar, the King of Terrors fum-

ihonlng him a^ay in the Begin>

ning of March 1615, on the 9th

Day of which he was interred in

the Entrance of St, BenctiiSf's

Chapel in WeftmhfttfAbbty.—He
left behind him only one Daugh-
ter, Mrs, Frances Beatmovt, who
muft then have been an Infant,

as (he died in Leiceftajhire fince

the Year 1700.—She had been

pofTcfled of feveral MS. Poems
of her Father's Writing, but the

envious Irijb Seas, which robbed

the World of that invaluable

Treafurc, the remaining Part of

$fencer's Fairy Slueen, deprived it

alfo of thefe Poems, which were

B E
lod in her Voyage from Ireland^

in whi.h Kingdom flie had rc-

llded for fome 'lime in tiic F:

-

mily of the Duke of Ormond.-—
Let us now pfbceed to our fccond
Author,

Mr. John Fi, E T c H E R .—This
Gentleman was not more meanly
defcendcd than his poetical Col-
league.—HisFather,the Reverend
Dr. Fletcher, having been firft

made Bi/hop of Briftol by Queen
Elizabeth, and afterwards by the
fame Monarch, inthe Year 1593,
tranflated to the rich and ho-
nourable See of London. Our
Poet was born in 1576, and was,
as well as his Friend, educated at

Cambridge, where he made a great

Proficiency in his Studies, and
was accounted a very good Scho-
lar.——His natural Vivacity of
Wit, for which he was remark -

able, foon render'dhim a Devotee
to the Mufes, and his clofe At-
tention to their Service and for-

tunate Connection with a Genius
equal to his own, foon rais'd him
to one of the higheft Places in

the Temple of poetical Fame.—
As hf was born near ten Years

before Mr. Beaumont, fo did he
alfo furvivc him by an cqaal

Number of Years.—The general

Calamity of a Plague, which hap-

pened in the Year 1625, invol-

ving him in it's great Dcftruc-

tion, he being at that Time forty

nine Years of Age.
During the joint Live? of thefe

two great Poets, it appears that

they wrote nothing feparately, ex-

cepting one little Piece by each,

which fcem*d of too trivial a Na-
ture for either to require Aflift-

ance in, viz. Ihe Faithful Shep-

herd, a Paftoral, hy Fletcher, and

The Maffue of Gray's-Inn Gentle-

men, by Beaumont. - • Yet what

Share each had in the Writing

or Pefigning of the Pieces thus

compofed
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j
cr5rr:pof<?cl by them joj.itly, there

is no PcHibility of determining.

— It is however generally allowed

that F/ficher^s prtuliar Talent was

///r, and BeaufKcnfs, tho' much
lt!ie younger Man, yuJgment,—'

iNay, fo extraordinary was the

llattcr Property in Mr. Btaumonty

jthnt it is recorded of the great Ben

IJok/o/i, who feems moreover to

Lives of thefe

^t appears that

feparately, cx-

fPiece by each,

[06 trivial a Na-

require Aflift-

Faiihful Shep-

hy Fletcher, and

%y'i-7«M Cetitle-

I Yet what

fin the Writing

\hc Pieces tKu"

coropof«»i

have had a fuflicient Degree of

Self Opinion of his own Abilities,

that he conllantly, fo long as this

(Jcntleman lived, fubmitted his

\y.n Writings to his Cenfurc, and,

bO' it is thought, availed himfolf

t his Judgment at leaft in the

onefting, if not even in the

ontriving all his Plots.

]l is probable tiiercfore that the

>rming the Pirts and ontnving
tic Conduct of the fable, tj.e

^ririn;: of the more lerious .•'nd

atlu-tic Pans, and lopping the

eaundcvrt Bn.ncl'.fs of i /cfJ-r's

Vit, whofe Luxuriance, >ac arc

I id, frequently i\ooA in Nrtci or"

.'alligation, might be in ncnctal

eauKonr^s Portion in the Wo:!--,

ivliile F'efcher, whoic Cnnvi:iia-

lon with the Beau M^md*. (whik^h

iid!"cd both o\ thtm from their

irths and Stitioiis in Life had

cua ever arc u itemed to) addod tu

u.' volatile and lively Turn he

.'licricd, rcndcrd him perfetlly

lulkr of Dialogue and polite

anpuacc, mij;ht execute the De-
En:> formed by the other, and
aiie the Supciih:u£lure of thofe

fly and Spirited Scenes which
iiaumoKt had only laid thcFoun-
.uion of ; and in this he was (o

icccisful, that tho' his Wit and
iillcry were extitmcly keen and
oignant, yet they were .it the

meTime fo perfectly gentccl,that

;ey nfcd rather to plcafc than
ilg'.ift the very Pcrfons on whom
1 ey fcem'd 10 rcflcik.—Yet that

i.tihtr was not intirely excluded

B E
from a Share in the Condu£l of

the Drama, may be gathered from
a Story related by Winftanhy, viz,

that our two Bards having con-

certed the rough Draught of a
Tragedy over a Bottle of Wine at

a Tjvcrn, llctder faid, he would
undertake to kill the Xingf which
Words being overheard by the

Waiter, who had not happened to

have been Witnefs to the Context

of their Converfation, he lodged

an Information of Treafon againil

them.—But on their Explanation

of it only to mean the DeHrruc-

tion of a theatrical Monarch,
their Loyalty moicover being «n-
qutillioiicd, the Affair ended in a

On the wlio'.c, the Work? ot

tholV Authors have undnuhtedly

vei} great Merit, and lome of

tlii::r I'itct"! t..c]orvcdly Hand on
t;>c Lift ot the prefent Ornamejit?

of the Theatre.—Tl;e Plots are

injien'rus, intcrcfling and well

iiuiiigtd, theCharadtcrs ftrongly

r"..vked, and the Dialogue

lo lightly and natural, yet thtrre

i^ in i he latter a Coarfcnefs which
is not lui tabic to the Politeneis

of tli<" pr;fcnt Ag", and a Fond-
nefs of RepartcCjWhich frequently

run? into Obfccnity, and whicii

we ra.Ty fuppoic rvas the Vice of

that Timcj fmce cvrn the delicute •

ishakt\'f>tari: himfflf is not entirely

free trcm it.—Bi»t as thefe Au-
thors h»\e more of that Kind of

Wit than the Inft • mentioned
Writer, it '<!. not to be wondered
if tht'ir Wjrks were, in the liccn-

tiwi? Hcign of CA.Tr/« n. prefcr'd

to h^s.—Now, howcvpr, to the

Hrrour of the prcfrnt Taftr belt

fpoken, the Tables ?re entirely

turned, and whik St>ahjfKorf:\

immortal Works are our conftant

and dailv Faic, thofe of ^ft/wfsf?/

and flettbfr^ tho' delicate in their

Kind, are onlyoccAliuaally lcr\cJ

[ B ] up,
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up, and even then great Pains is

ever taken to cicnr them of that

Fumit, which the Uavt Ccut of

their Contemporaries confider'd as

their ftipremeft Relifh, but which
the more undepraved Tafte of

curty has been juftly taught to

look on as what it really is, no
more than a corrupted and un-
wholfome Taint.

The Pieces they have left be-

hind them are as follows.

I. Beggar' i Bujh. C
I, Bloody Brother* Tt
3. Benduca. T.

4. Captain, T.

5. Chances, C.

6. CoronaticH. Tr.-C. (claim'd

by Shirley)

7. Coxcomb, C.

8. Cupid's Re^ienge. T.

g. Cujlom of the Country. C.
10. Double Marriage. T.
II. Elder Brother. C.

12. Faithful Shepherded. Paft.

(by F/c.vA^r alone.)

13. Fd/r Maid of the Intt.

Tragi-Com.

14.. FalfeOne. T.

J ^. Four Plays in One.

16. Jloneji Man's Fcrtune, Tr.-
Com.

17. Humorous Lieutenant, Tr.-
Com.

18. Jfland Princefs. Tr.-Com.
jg, king and no King, Tr.-C.

aOi Knight of Malta, Tr.-
Com,

A 1 . Knight of the burning Peftle.

Com.
»1. Lflwj !>/ Candy. Tr.-C.

33. Little }'rcneb Lawyer, C.

S4. Lows Cure. C.

af. Love's Pilgrimage, C.

a6. Lover's Progrefs. Tr.-C.

27. Loyal SubjeSl, C.

a8. ^arf Lcv^r. Tr.-Com.

29. Ma/r/ m the Mill, Com*
30. Maid's Tragedy.

31. Maffue of Gray's-Inn Gen-

jtltfHtn (by J?<d»monr alone)

4*f
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y, Monjifiur Thomas, (by

Fletcher alone
)

33. l^its Valour. Crm.
34. Night IFa'ker. Cam. (by

Fletcher alone.)

35. Noble Gentleman. C.

36. Philaster. Tr.

37. Pilgrim. C.

38. Prophetefs. Trag. Hift.

39. ^wff o/"CoRiNTH. Tr.-
Com.

40. /?«/? a ^7/Jr and have a
Wife. C.

41. Scornful Lady . C.

42. 5^ Voyage. C.

43. Spanif}} Curate, C.

44. Thierry tfr</THEODO-
RKT. T.

45. tnvo Noble Kinfmen. Tr.-
Com. (This Play was
written by Fletcher, with
fome Afliftance by ShaJ^eJ-

prare.

)

46. Valentinian^ T.

47. Widr.iv, Com. (Afljfted

by Johnfon and Midd!:ta.n)

48. Wife for a Movth, C.

49. Wild Goofe Chace. C.

50. //'/> <7r fcveral Weapons, C.
5T. Wit ivitheiit Money, C.

52. Woman Hater. Com. (by

Fletcher alone.)

53. Woman pleas'd, C,

54. Woman s Prixe. Com. (by

Fletcher alone.)

Beckingham, Mr. Charles,

—This Gentleman was the Son
of a Linnen -Draper in Flet-ftreet,

•—He was educated at that fireat

Nurfery of Learning Merchant-

Taylor's-School, under the learned

Doftor Smith, where he made a

very great Proficiency in all his

Studic?, and gave the ftrongeft

Teftimonials >>f very extraordina-

ry Abilities.——In Poetry more
particularly he very early difco-

ver'd an uncommon Genius, two
dramatic Pieces of his Writing be-

ing reprefcnted on the St.ige before

he had well compleated hit twen-
^ tieth
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tlcth Vear —And thofe not Tuch

a^i le juii'd tlie lead Indulgence

or Al;o\vancc on Account of his

Years, but fuch as bore Evidence

to a Boldnei's of Sentiment, an

Accuracy of Diction, an Ingenu-

ity of Cond'jdt, and a Maturity

of Jiii]g'i<cnt, which would have

done Horn ur to a mucli more
ripened Age.—The Titles of his

rJays, both of which were Tra-
gedies, arc,

1. tUnry IV. of France.

2. Scipio yifricanus.

At the Reprefentation of the

lad-mentioned Piece, which in

deed was the firft he wrote, his

School- Mailer Dr. Smith, as a

peculiar Mark of Diftin£lion and
Regard to the Merit of his I'upil,

gave all his Boys a Holiday on the

Afternoon of the Author's Bene-
£t, in order to afford an Opportu-
nity, to fuch of them as pleafed, to

pay their Compliments to their

School- Fellow on that OccuHon.
He was born in 1699, and be-

fidcs thefe dramatic Pieces wrote
feveral other Poems j but his Ge-
nius was not permitted any very
long Period to expand itfelf in

;

for he died on the i8th of Feh.

1730, in the 3»d Year of his

Age.

Bedloe, Capt. fVilliam.

This Gentleman, at the Time he
lived, made himfclf better known
a»d more confidered on Account
of his Actions than his Writings,
having been a very principal and
ufeful Evidence in the Difcovery
of the Popifh Plo;t in the Reign
of King CbarU-s II,—The Parti-

culars of that important E-.ent

may be fccn by looking into any
of the Eiglifj Hiftorians relating

to that Period ; and Captain Bed-
he's Life, which contained little

cxtraoidtnary excepting what con-
cerned the faid Plot, having been
written by an unknown Hand,

BE
and publiflied in 1681, 8vo. being

the Year after his Death, we (hall

refer our Readers to that Work,
and only proceed to the Mention

of one dramatic Piece, which he

publiflied in his Life Time, al-

tho' never afted. It is en-

titled.

The Excommunicated Prince.

Trag.

The Printer having, witho'it

the Author's Knowledge, added

a fecond Title, and called it

" The Popify Plot in a P/ay,''

greatly excited the Curiofity of

the Public, who were however
much difappointed when they

found the Plan of the Piece to

be founded on a quite dlfrere:it

Story.-^

—

jinth. a H^ood, in his

Athena; Oxon. Vol, 2. p. 884.
will not allow the Captain the

Merit of this Play, but aflcrts

that it was written partly, if not

entirely, by one Tho. fi^a!ttr,

M., A. of ^t/i-'J College. Oxford,

Capt. i»V^/otfdied itBnJiol,/lug.

20, 16S0,

B z H N> Mrs. Aphara, or

Apbra.—%omt Kind of Difpute

has arifen in Regard to this La-
dy's Chriftian Name, in Confe-

quence of Langhaine^s having at-

tributed that or Afirtea to her as

a real Name, which was indeed no
more than a poetical one, bywhich
ihe was known and addrefled by
her Contemporaries.—She was a
Gentlewoman by Birth, being

deftcnded from a very good Fa-
mily, whofe Refidcnce wasinthe
City o^ Canttrbury ,—-%\\c was born
fomi- Time in Cba<-/et I's Reign,
but in V. hat Year i" uncertain.—
Her Father's Name was "Jchnfjny

who, through the Intereft of the

Lord WillougKhy^ to whom he was
related, being appointed Lieute-

nant-Cen. oiSurinan, and fix and
thii ty Iflands, undertook ajourney
to the fP'iJi-IndicSf taking with

[ B a ] him
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liim his whole Family, among
whom was our Poetefs, at that

Time very young.—Mr. Johnfon
died in the Voyage, but his Fa-
mily reaching Surinam, fettled

there for fome Years.

Here it was that /he learned

the Hiftory of, and acquired a

pcrfonal Intimacy with, the A-
merican Prince Oroonako, and his

beloved Imoittda, whole Adven-
tures flie has hcrfclf fo patheti-

cally related in her celebrated No-
irel of that Name, and which
Mr. Soutberne afterwards made
fuch an admirable Ufe of in mak-
ing it the Ground-work of one
of the beft Tragedies in the Etig-

IjP Language.——Her Intimacy
with this Prince, and the Inter-

eft fhe took in his Concerns,

added to her own Youth and
Beauty, afforded an Opportunity

to the ill- natur'd and cenforious

to accufe her of a nearer Connec-
tion with him than that of

i'ricndrt)ip.— This, however, a

Lady of her Acquaintance, ,who
has prefixed fome Memoirsof her

L^c to an Edition ^fher Novels,

^ajces great Pains, ^nd I th;nk
,very much to (he Purpofe^ to.ac-

quit her of.

On )ier Return to Lon^rt, (he

became the Wife of one Mr.
Bch», a jyferchant, rofiding in

that City, but of Duub Extrac-

tion.—'How long he lived after

their Marriage, is not very, ap-

parent, probably not very long

}

for her Wit and Abilities having

brought her into high Eflimation

at Court, King Charles II. fix'd

on her as a proper I'e fen to tranf-

a£l fome Affairs of Importance

abroad during the Courfe of • he

Dutch War. To this Purrcfe

ihe wfjit over to Antvierp, where,

by her Intrigues and Gallr.ntrics,

i|ic fo far crept into the Secrets

,pf StAte^ as to anfwer the Ends

BE
propos'd by fending her over.—
Nay, in the latter End of 1666,

n>e, by Means of the Influenci^.

flie had over one yander Albert, a

Dutchman of Eminence, whoie
Heart was warmly attached to

her, ihe wormed out of him tlie

D\l:gn form'd by Dc Ruytcr, in

Conjunition with the Family of

the De IP'itSf of failing up the

7bamcif and burniog the Engii/Ii

Ships in their Harbours, which
they afterwards put in Execution

at Rockeftcr,—This ibe immedi-
ately communicated to the Eng-
lijh Court, but tho' the Event
proved her Intelligence to be well

grounded, yet it was at that Time
only laugh'd at, which together,

probably, with no great Inclina-

tion ihcwn to reward her for the

Pains ihe had been at, det^rn^in-

ed hertodropal) fartherThoughts
of political Affairs, and dating

the Remainder of her Stay at

Antwerp, to give herfelf uptn-
tirely to the Gaiety aod Gallan-

tries of the Placc.-T-^n»iifr /H^ert

<jontiiwed his AddreiTes, andiaf*

ter paving made fome un&C4;ers-

ful Attempts to obtain the Pof-

feffion of her peribn on oafier

Terms than Matrimony, at length

confented to make her his Wife
j

but while he was prf:paring at

Amjkr^daiin for a Jourat;y %o\E-r:g'

Ai^^ with that latent, a.Fever

carried him off, 9nd left her free

from any amorous Epgagemepfs.

•—She was alfo ftrongly folicitcij

by a veiy old Man, of the Name
of yan Bruin, at whofc Expence

flic diverted hcrlelf for a Time,
and then rejedled him with that

Ridicule which his abfurd Ad*
(IrcilTcs juflly merited.

In her Voyage back to Evg-

land, ibc was very near being loi^,

the Veflel fhe was in being driven

on the (Coaft by a Storm, hot

happcj>ing io . foundtr witi^n

Sij,ht
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Sight of Land, the PafTengers

were, by the timely Afiiftance of

Boats from the Shore, all for-

tunately pref;;rved.

From this I'eriod fhe devoted

her Life entirely to Pleafurc and

the Mufes.—Her Works Are ex-

tremely numerous, and all of

them have a lively and amorous

Turn. It is no Wonder then

that her Wit {hnnli g.iin her the

Eileem of Mr. Drydcr, Southtrre,

r.nd other Men of Genius, as her

Beauty of which in her younger

Psit of Life file poflcfTed a great

Shaie, did the Lcze of thofe of

Gallantry.—Nor does ftie appear

to have been any Stranger to the

delicate Senfatiors of that Paf-

firn, as appears from Tome of her

Letters to a Gentleman, with

V horn flic coirefponded under the

,Namc of Lycida, and who ftems

not to have returned her Fhime

with c^nal Ardor, or received it

with that Rapture her Clurms
might well have been expected to

command.
Her Works, as I have before

obferved, were very numerous,

confifting of Plays, Novels, Po-

ems, Letters, &c.'—'Bvit as our

prefent Defign only authorizes

our taking Notice of her drama-
tic Pieces, we fhall hereto fub-

join a h\{\ of them, amounting
to fixtecn in Number, vix,

1. Abpslazar. T.
2. y^morotii Prince , C«

3. City Heireft. C.

4. Dutch Lonjer. C.

5 Emperor of the Moon, Far.

6. Falfe Count. C.

7. Feigned Ceurtexans. C.
8. Porc'd Marriage. T. C,

9. Lucky Chance. C.

10. Rover. C. two Parts.

11. RoundBeadt. C.

12. Sir Patient FancVi C,
I3« 7ownFif, C,

B E
• 14. IVidcio Ranter. C,

I ^. Toiingcr ]rother. C.
\'^. Young King. T. C.
It will appear by this Catalogue

that the Turn of her Genius was
chiefly to Comedy.— As to the

Charadler her Pl.'ys fliould main-
tain in the Recotds of dramatic

Hiftory, it will be difficult to

determine, fince their Faults and
Perfcdlifins ftand in ftrong Oppo-
fition to each other.—In all, even
the moft indifl^ercnt of her Pieces,

there are ftrong Marks of Ge-
nius and Undciftanding.——Her
Plots are full of Biifinefs and In-

genuity, and her Dialogue fpar-

kles with the dazzling Luftre of

genuine Wit, which every whcic
glitters among it.—But then iJ;^

has been accufed, and that not

wirhout great Jufticc, of inter-

hrtling her Comedies with the

moft indfcent Scenes, and giving

an Indulgence in her Wit to the

moft indelicate Exprcfliors.—To
this Accufation /he has hcrfcif

made fome Reply in the Preface

to the Lucky Chance ; but the re-

torting the Charge of Prudery and
rrLcifcneCj on her Accufers, is

far from being a futficient Ex-
culpation of herfelf.—The beft,

and perhaps the only true Excufe
that can be made for it is, that

akho' flie might herfelf have as

great an Averfion as any One to

loofc Scenes or too warm Defcrip-

ttons, yet, as flic wrote for a

Livelihood, fhe was obliged to

comply with the corrupt Tafte of
the Times.— And, as flie was a

Woman, and naturally, moreover,
' of an amorcos Complexion^ and
wrote in an Age, and to a Cotnt
of Gallantry and Lrcentiou(hefs»

the htter Circumftances, added

to her Neceflities, compell'd lier

to indulge her Audience in their

favorite Depravity, aad the fac-
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Tncr, afliAcd by a vap'd Flow of

Wit and Vivacify enabled her (b

to do
J

fo that botli together have
given her Fl.?ys the loofe Caft

which it is but too apparent they

pofrufs.

Hpr own private C^ara£ler I

fliall give to my Readers in the

Words of one of her own female

Companions, who, in the Me-
jnoirs before-mentioned, prefixed

to her Novels, fpoke of her thus,
** She was," fays this Lady, ** of
*' a generous humane Difpofition,

" fon ething paHionate, very fer-

** vie .able to lier Friends in all

<* that was in her Power, and
<* could fooner forgive an Injury
** than do one.—She had Wit,
** Humour, Good - Nature, and
** Judgment:—She was Miftrefs
** of all the pleafiiig Arts of Con-
" verfation:—She was a Woman
** of Senfe, and coniequcntly a
** Lover of Pleafure.——For my
** Part I knew her intimately,
** and never faw ought unbecom-
*' ing the juft Modeily cf our
** Sex

J
tho' more gay and free,

** than the Folly of the Precife

«* will allow."

After a Life intermingled with

ftumerousDifappointments,which,

as Mr. Cildon juftly oblerves, a

Woman of her Senfe and Merit

ought never to have met with,

and in the Clofe of a long Indif«

pofition* Mxs^Behn departed from

this World on the i6th of j^pril

i68.9« .and lies interr'd in the

Cloyfter oi fyejiminjier-^bbey^ un-

der a blue Marble Stone, againft

the firfi Pillar in the Eaft Am-
bulatory with the following In-

Mrs. jfyhra.Behn»

died Jpril the z6th,

1689,

M^reJUi a Proof that H^t can m-
verbe

XfffdKe tnougb agait^ Mor/aiitj,

\\k

BE
Revived by Ibo. If'sine, in Re
fpeft to fo biiglit a Genius.

Bklchier, Mr. DaivbridgC'

Court.—.1 his Gentleman was i\\z

eld eft Son of Wiliiam Btkbier, of

GflUpforough in Nortbamftonjkire,

Efqj—He was entcr'd of Chriji

Churchy Oxfordy where he tooJc

the Degree of Bachelor of Arts,

Feb. 6, i4)oo, fome Years after

which he went into the United

Provinces, and fettled at Utrecht,

where he wrote, or, as Coxetcr

terms it, tranjlated into Englijh

(from the T>utcby I fuppofc) one
dramatic Piece, called,

Hans Beer Pot's InvifVik

Comedy,

PliUipi and IVinJlan'ty, how.
ever, among the numerous Mif.
takes they are guilty of, have at-

tributed this Piece to Tbimas
Najh.

Mr. Belch!er died in the Lo'W
Countries, in 1621,

Bellamy, MeiTrs. Danie',

Sen, and Jan.—Thefe Gentle-
men are Father and Son, and I

believe are both fiill living.

The Father, as we are informed
in the Title Page to their Wcrks,
was fome Time fince ofSt.jfibn's

College, Oxford, and the Son of
j

Triniy College, Cambridge—They
are Authors in Conjun^ion, and
in the Year 1746, publilhed a

Colleftionof Mifcellanies in Profe

and Verfe, in two vol. izmo. in
j

which, among other Pieces, £ire

the following dramatic ones, all

excepting the fccond- mentioned
j

one, which is a mufical Ijiter*

lude, and was pubiiflied by itfelf, I

but at what Time, or whether
written by the Feather or Son, I

j

cannot pretend to determine.—
The Names of the feveral Pieces |

are as follows,

1. Intiocence betray*d.

2. Languijbing Lover%

3* Lovf triumfbant,

4. P/ryWl

^"
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4. Ptrju/d Dtvoue,

c. Rival Nymphs,

6. iv/i'tf/ PritJJt.

•J,
r*nauijhid Lave, and

8, Tbr.c fcletl Scenes of Gk-
arirj's Pafiar Fido.

AH thefe little Pieces (the ad

and 8th only excepted) were ex-

prcl'bly written to be performed

by the young Ladies of Mrs. Btl-

lamfi Boarding-School at Chth

fea, at the ftatcd Pctiods of break-

ing up for the Holidays, for the

Improsement of themfelves, and

the Amufcmcnt of their Parents

and Friends.—-They are well a-

darted to the Purpofe, being fliort

and cMicife, the Plots fimple and

famil-ar, and the Language, tho'

not remarkably poetical, nor a-

dorn'd with any very extraordi-

nary Beauty, yet, on the whole,

far trotr contemptible,——They
are calculated for the flicwing the

peculiar Talents of the young

Ladies, who were to appear in

them
J
and to fct forth the Inn-

provcmtnts they had acquired in

their Education, efpecially in

Mullc, to which End Songs are

pretry laviflily difperfed through
them all.—In a Word, the De-
fign on the ^vhole is laudable, and
it were to be wifhed that an Ex-
ample of this Sort were to be fol-

lowed in more of the Seminaries
of Education both Male and Fe-
male, as thefe Kinds of public

Exhibitions conftantly excite a

Degree of Emulation which a-

vrakens Talents that might other-

wife have lain entirely buried in

Obfcurity, and rouses to a greater

Degree of Exertion thofe which
have already been difcovered.

BxNNXT, Philipf Efq;....
Who this Gentleman is I know
not.—His Name, a? the Author
of a dramatic Piece, which how-
ever was ntver a^ed, I find in

the Monihly Lifts of PuUica-

l-c.
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tiofts for the Year 1733, ^"^ both
Whincop and the Author of the
Briti/b Theatre have omitted tak-
ing any Notice of either the Au-
thor, or his Works;—the Title

of the latter, as it ftands in the
faid literary Records, is.

The beau't Advtntires. Farce.

Bentlxy, Mr.—This Gtn
tieman, who is now living, is

the Son of the late well-kjiown
Dr. BerJtlty, the great Critic

The prefcnt Author is pofitfs'd

of great literary Abilities, ytt ihe

Turn of his Genius feems ni»t

greatly adapted to dramatic V/ri-

tings, by the Specimen he has
given of them in a Piece which
made it's Appearance at Drury
Lane Theatre, in the Summer of

1761.—It was entitled.

The pyijhes. Com.
It is attempted to be written

after the Manner of the Italian

Comedy, but tho' the Author h^s
ihewM great Knowledge of the
World, an Accuracy of Judg-
ment, and in feme PiiiTages of it

a ftrong Poignancy of Satire, yet

on the whole it is deficient in

that Novelty of Plot, Variety of
Incident, and Vivacity of Wit,
which are cflential to the very
Exiftence of Comedy.—In fliort,

the Author has written more like

a Man of Learning than Genius^

more to the Chfet than the Staj^t—It will not therefore pet-haps

be regretted if he fhould for the
future employ that Learning he is

Maftir of, for the Emolument of
the Public on SubjeAs of more
Importance, and quit the ardu-
ous, yet lefs valuable Talent of
amufing, for the more ufeful one
of inJiruEIing,

Bernard, Richard.— As to
the Particulars of this Gehtle-
man's Life, none have been hand-
ed down to us, farther than that

iK flouriflied in \h% Reigs of

Qucea

yiA

.>i-.
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Queen S^ixateth, aud that he
lived at Epivortb in Lincolnjhire,.

—In his literary Capacity only

therefore we can fpcak of him,
in which Light we are to confidcr

him as the firft Perfon who gave

this Kingdom an entircTranflation

of Terence's Comedies.- To tlie

learned it would be needlefs to re-

peat their Names, but for the Sake

ofour Fair Readcrs,and others who
may not be fo well acquainted

with the Latin Claflics, it rnay

not be improper to inform them
that fhey were fix in Number,
and their Titles as follows^

1. Adelf'li.

2. Aiidria.

3. Eunuchus,

4. Heautontimorumcros,

5. Hecyra,

6. Pkormio.

Mr. Bernard has not, how^vc ;,

contented hirofelf with giviug a

bare Tranflation of thifc fix

Plays, but has alfo fekdled fe-

parately and diftindtly, in each

Scene, all the moft remarkable

Forms of Speech, Thcfes and

moral Sentences , after the

fame Manner as had been done

before him in an old French

Tranflation of the fame Author,

printed at Paris in 1 574.—Thcfe
little Extrafts are extremely ufe-

ful and entertaining;, and may
not only be render'd ferviceablc

to Boys at School in the more
^

immediate Undcrftanding of the

.Author, but are alfo of great Af-
i ""ancc to thofe who read him
w ^ » more claOical View, in

irhf
J
ointing out, and fixing on

the IV imrry fome of the moft

beaut;- j1 Paflages, or iuch as

from tl i Importance of the Sen-

timent, or the peculiar Arrange-

ment of the Phrafeology, may be

the raoftd«firableto remember.
Bbttirton, Mr. 7Xow<w.—

Tho* ia Pttrfuance of the De%ii
#•

of this Work we can infcit na
Names but thofe of dramatic
Writers^ yet the Gentleman who
now comes under our Conlidcra-
tion requires cur fpeaking of him
not in that Light only, but alfo
as an Aftor, and that perhaps as
the moft capital one that this or
any other Country has ever pro-
du.ed.—He was born in TothiU-
Strcet, Wejiminjisr, in the Year
1638, his Father being at thr.'.

Time under Cook to K. Cl^arla I.

—He received the firft Rudimf its

of a genteel Education, and Shew-
ed fuch a Propenfity to Litera-
ture, that it v.as for fome Time
the Intention of his Family to

have I rought him up to one of
the liberal Profeflions.—But this

Dcfign the Confufion and Vio-
lence of the enfuing Times di-

verted them from, or probably
put it out of their Power to dc-
complifh.— His Fondnels of Rea-
ding, however, induced him to
rcqiie.T: cf iiis Parents that they
wouid bind him Apprentice to a
Bookfeller, which was readily

complied with, fixing on one
Mr. Rh'jdesy nfcar Charing-Crofs^

for his Mafter.

This Gentleman, who had
been pyaydrcbc-K-epcr to the The-
atre in £/acf: ':"j'

: before the
Troubles, ob*^ liiif..' -i ^ ::ncc'iii

1659, from .'^.!; t- r,-,ei-. men in

being, to fet up a Company of
Players in the Cock-pit in Drury-
Lane, in which Company Mr.
Betterton enter'd himfelf, and tho'

not much above twenty Years of
Age, immediately gave Proof of
the moft capital Genius and Me*
rit, and acquired the higheft Ap-
plaufe in the Loyal Subjt^, the^
JV:/d Goofe Cbace, the Spanijb Cu-
rate, and feveral other Plays of

Beaumont and Fletcbert which
were thea the Pieces moft in

Vogue,
PrefcDtly
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Prc'ently »fter the Reftcra-

tirn, two dlAinfl Theatres were

elUiblirticd by Royal Authority,

the one in Drury Lanty in Con-
fwijuence of u Patent granted to

ilit:ry Killigmuy Efq; which was

cilicd ih'; A/fjjf'sCompany : The
oth- ... /in. i»s-hin-Fitldi, who
'iled tiicui/i:lves the Duke of
' jrk\i Scrvan's, the Patentee of

. hi ^ vas the ingenious Sir //'/-

Hum iKi-'enant j—which laft-mcn-

tioned Gentleman having lon^; had
a ch>'e .Intimacy witli, and warm
Friendship fur, Mr. Rleda, tn-

paged Mr, Betterton, and all w ho
had acted under Mr. Rbwies, in-

to his Company* which opened

in 1662, with a new Play cf Sir

Wiliiam*%, in two Parts, called

the Siege tf Rbadit,

In this Piece, as well as in the
fubfequent Characters which Mr.
BetttrtoH performed, he increafed

his Reputation and Efteem-with
the Public, and indeed became To

much in Favour with King
Charles II. that one of his Bio-
graphers aflerts (Vid. GiSer's

Lives cf tie Poets, Vol. III.

p. 157.) that by lus Majcfty's

efpeciil Command he went over
to Puris, to take a V'ew of the
French Stage, that he might the
better yul^c .what vould contri-

bute to ihe Improvement of our
own, and even goes fo far as to

fay, that he was the firft who in-

troduced moving Sccr>es on the
En^lip} Staije, ihe Honour of
vshlji, however, the other Wn-
tcis have given to Sir WiLiam
himfclf.

In the Year 1^70, he married
one Mrs. vWwdir/v»,a fcmjle Per-
former on the famcStauc.who.both
as an Afitrcfs and a Woman, was
cyiTv Thing that human Perfec-
tion was capable of arriving at,

ami with whom he, through the
vvhole Courle cf his reniajnii^g

B E
evfry Degree of

a perfcdt Union
Lid, poflefs'd

Happinefs that

of Hcarti tar. beftow.

"When the /Ji/I.'s Company re-

moved to Dorjtt Gardens, he itill

continued with them, and on the

Coalition of the two Companies

in 1684, he acceded to the Trea-

ty, and remained among them }

Mis. Bittirton maintaining the

fjnic foremoit Figure among the

Womun, that her Hu/b»nd fup-

ported among the Male Perfor*

meis.—And To great was the Ei-

tiniation they were both held in,

that in the Year J 67 5, when a

P.^oral, called Califlof or the

Cbafte Nymfb, written by Mr.
Crown, at the Defire of Qufeen

C^tberine, Confort to Charies lU
was to be performed at Court by
Perfons of the greateft Distinc-

tion, our Englijb Roftt'us was em-
ployed to iofiroA the Gentle-

men, and Mrs. Betterton honoured

with the Tutorage of the Ladies,

among whom were thetwoPrin-
ceiTes Mary and yinne. Daughters

of the Duke of York, both of

v/hom afterwards fucceeded to the

Crown of thefe Realms.——In
gratei ul Remembrance of which
the latter of them, when Queen,
fettled a Penfion of ^^ lOo •fer

annum on her old InftruAr^fs.

In 1693, Mr. Betterton having

founded the Inclinatioris of a fe<

le£t Number of the A£lors whom
he found ready to join with him,
obtained, thro' the InfliMnce of*

the Earl of Dorfet, the Royal Li-
cence for afling in a feparate

Theatre j and was very foon en-
abled, by the voluntary Subr<:tup-

tions of many ['eribns of Quality,

to cr«£l a new Play<houfe with-

in the Walls of the Tennis Court

in Lincoln^ s-Jnn-Fields.

To rhis Step Mr. Buttertcnwas

probably induced by two dilT>nc"t

Motives.—The firil was the M
Trcatirigt-t

«
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Treatment he received from the
Managers, \»ho, exerting a dc-
fpotic Authority over thcii Per-
formers, which he thoup.ht it his
Duly to remcnftiaie againrt, be-
gan to grow jealous of his Pow-
er

J and tlicrcfore wiih a Hope
of abating his Influence, gave a-
way fomc of his capiial Parts to
young and infufficient Performers.
This Conduft however had the
diredt contrary ¥.iTci\ to that
whiih they expeded from it, by
attaching to Mr. Betterton all the
bert Players (who became apprc-
henfive of meeting with the fame
Treatment themfelves) and at
the fame Time exafperating the
Town, which would not, as in
our calmer Period, fubmit to be
diftated to in it's Divcrflons, or
have it's moft rational Amufe-
ments damp'd by bungling and
imperfedl Performances, when it

was apparently in the »''wcr of
the Managers to give them in the
grcateft Height of Perfeftion.

The other Motive probably
was a pecuniary one, with a View
to repair, by the more enlarged
Profits of a Manager, the Lofs
of his whole Fortune (upwards of
two Thoufand Pounds) which he
had undergone in the Year 1692,
by adventuring it in a commer-
cial Scheme to the Ea/i-Imiiei.

Be this however as it will, the
new Theatre open'd in 1695,
with Mr. Corgreve't Loxe for

Love, the .Succcls of which was
amazingly great.—Vet in a few
Years it appear'd that the Pro-
fits arifinp from this Theatre,

oppofed as it w.*"^ by all ihcStron^th

of Cibbtr\ and yutibnigh\ Wri-
tings at the ether Huufc, were
very infignificant ; and Mr. Btt-

terton growing now into the Infir-

mities of Age, and labouring under
violent Attacks of the C5out, ho

|Udly quitted at vncc the rutigucs

B E
of Manajjcmcnf, and the Huny
of the St.;i!;e.

The Public, however, who le-

tained a grateful Scnfe of the

Plcafurc they had frequently K--

ceived from this theatrical ret:ra>t,

and fenfiblc of the Narrovv'nefs of

his CircumiLinces, refulved ti

continue the Marks of their Ef-

teem to him, by giving him j

Benefit, 0.1 the 7tU of Jp'i.

1 709, the Comedy of L<jz-e f:r

Love was performed for that Pur-

pofe, in which this Gentleman
himfelf, tho' then upwards ot

fevcnty Years of Age, afted the

youthful Part of yalentine j as in

the September following he did

that of HamUt, his Performance

of which the Author of the Tal-

ler has taken a particular Notice

of.——On the former Occafion,

thofe very eminent Perforitiers

Mrs. Barry^ Mrs. Bracegirdle and

Mr. Dogget, who had all quitted

the Stage fome Years before, in

Gratitude to one whom they had

had fo many Obligat'ons to,

aftcd the Parts of Angelica, Mrs.

Fraii and Ben j and Mr. Rcm
wrote an Epilogue for that Night,

which was fpoken by the tw.

Ladies, fupporting between them

this once powerful Supporter ci

the Engli/h Stage.

The Profits of this Night are

faid to have amounted to upwanis

of ^ 500, the Prices having been

raifed to the fame that the Ope-

ras and Oratorios are at prefer.t,

and when the Curtain drew Uj,

almofl as large an Audience rp-

pcariiig behind as before it.

The next Winter, Mr. Better-

ion was prevailed on by Mr.Owvi

ArS-:finM<y, then Manager of tl:

Ofera Houfc in the HaymarLt U-

which Plays were adcd tout

Times a Week) to continue pit-

forming, tho' but fcldom.—1«

Coafc«}uence cf which, in tr/

caruiLj
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Ipiinf, r iz. on the 25th of /4-

! 1710, another Play was

iwn out for this Gentleman's

J.nciiv, fix. the Mi^'.d'iTrag-dy

\i Pjejumoft and F/'tcbrr, in which

\c hln-ielt {lerformeii his cclc-

IratcJ I'art of Mfi'anfius,—This

kowevcr was the laft Time he was

appear on the Stage.—For hav-

ing been fuddcniy feizediWith the

jout, and being impatient at the

riioupjits of difappointiap his

Friends, he made Ul'e of outward

Application? to reduce the Swel-

jings of his Feet, which enabled

tiim to walk on the Stage, tho'

obliged to have his Foot in a

Slipper.—But altho' he afted that

)ay with unufual Spirit and

Jrifknefs, and met with univer-

|"al Applaufe, yet he paid very

dc-ir for this Tribute he had

paid to the Public ; for the Fo-
[icntations he had made Ufc of

Dciafirning a Revulfion of the

Polity Humour to the nobler

'arts, threw the Diftcmper up
into his Head, and terminated

111,'; Life on the 28th of that

p!onth.—On the ?d of May, his

|B )dy was interred with much Ce-
je-nony in the Cloyflcr of fffji-

•n/?."r, and great Honour paid to

Ihii Memory by his Friend the
pt:t/cr, who has related in a very

Jpathetic, and at the fame Time
jthe moft dignified Manner, the
iProrefs of the Ceremom.il.

The Dramatic Pieces he has
[left behind him arc as follows,

I. Amoroui If'idow, C.
Dioclejian. Dram. Opera.

Mafque in the Opera of the

Prophetess. •

Revenge. C.

Uniuft "fudge. T.
IVoman rr.adt a Juftiee. C,

Of thefe I hive not much more
|«o fay, than that thofe which are

I properly hi« own arc not devoid
lot Merit, and thofe which he has

2.

y

4-

6.
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only altcr*J have received an Ad'
vantage from his Amendment.—
In boti), however, he has pre-
ferved one Dfi-rcc of Pcrf^ftion,
whirh is <^f gr at Conieijticnce t9

the Succefs ot any i^ramatic Piece,

t'iz. an exaifl liifpnfition of the
Scenes, nnd the Prcfcrvation of \

jiifl Length, abrr)]ii«'e Propriety,

and natural Conneiflions.

As an A(flor, h'j was certainly

one of the gre.iteft of citljcr his

own or any other Af»:. but to en-
ter into particular Details in that
Refpedl would only take up the
Time of our Readers unnecelTa-

rlly, and fill up a greater Portion
of Room in this Work than we
have a Right to allot to any one
Article.—I fliall therefore refer

thofe who arc defirous of having
him painted out in the moft lively

Colours to their Imagination,to the
Dcfcription given of him by his

Contemporary and Friend ' Mr.
Colley Cihbrf, in the Apology for

his own Life.—And as a Man,
it is fcarccly poffible to Uy more,
and it would be Ininftice to fay

lefs of him, than t' • • he was as

unblemirticd a P >,f private

and focial Qua! as he was a
per' £1 Mode. ... theatrical Ac-
tion and dramatic Execution.

It was on the Death of Mr.
Pittcrton that Queen ^nne fettled

on his Widow the Penfion I have
taken Notice of above, which
however flie did not enjov long,

the Grief for the Lofs of fo pood
a Hufband, with whom (he lived

forty Years in the utmoft Har-
mony and Affection, wrought h
ftrongly on her delicate Frame,
which was already enfeebled by
old Age, and a long State of bad
Health, that it very foon deprived
her of her Reafon, and at the
End of about hilf a Year of her
Life airo.

\k

I
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BiLLErts, IVaiiam, E/q;

I do not find any Mention who
this Gentleman was in the

Writers on dramatic Subjefts,

more than his being the aifurcd

Author of one PJay, called.

Injured IrtKOcence. Trag.

For a Conjefture as to his hav-

ing once befot'e made an Attempt
in the dramatic Way, (See above,

under B. W.
Bladen, Martitty Efq;—

—

This Gentleman was formerly an
Officer in the Army, bearing the

Commifilon of a Lieutenant-Co-

lonel in Queen Amies Reign,

under the great Duke of Marl-
borough, to whom he dedicated a

Tranflation of CitsAB'j Commen-

taries which he had compleatcd,

and which is to this Day a Book
held in very good Eftimatian.—

In 1714, he was made one of the

Lords CommifTioners of Trade
and Plantations, andini7i7was
appointed Envoy Extraordinary to

the Court of Spain, in the Room
of Iirc:r, Ei'q; but declined

it, chufing rather to keep the

Poft he already had, which was
worth a thoufand i'oundsper An-
num, and which he never parted

with till his Death, which was
in May 1746.—He was alfo for

many Years Member of Parlia^

ment for the Town of Port/mouth,

and C$xeter hints that he was Se-

cretary of State in Ireland, but in

this he feems not .;Sfulutely cer-

tain, making a Quaire in Regard

to the Time when, which how-
ever muft, if at all, have been in

Queen Anne's Reign ; for from
the firft Year of Gcorpe I. to the

Time of his Death, ne held his

Place at the Board of Trade, rnd

I believe was not out of Eng'
land.

H« wrote two dramatic Pieces,

both of which (for the one is

only a Mafque introduced in the

B O
third Adl of the other) were
printed in the Year 1705, with-
out the Author's Confcnt.—Their
Names are,

1. Orpheus <;r</EuRiu:ct,
Mafque.

2. Solon. T.C.
Blanch, Rev. Mr. — This

Gentleman is the Author of two
Comedies, neither of which w ere

ever a£led, entitled,

1. Beau Merchant.

2, S'wordi into Atichon,

Coxeter fays he lived near Clou-
ceJfer.-^By the Prologue to the
lafl-mentioned Piece he appears
to have been a CJeryyman, and
by his own Account in hu Di •

ditation, which is to the Princti^

of Wa'es, afterwards Quocn Ct-
rolinc, he muft have bei-n boin
about 1650, the Play being pub-
li/hcd in 1725, at which Tme he
declares himfelft;) have been fevcn-
ty five Years of Age.—He- appears
in the Courfb of his Wi iting«. to

have been a Man of Reading and
Knowledge, and to be both zea-
lous for, and well inilruftcJ iii,

the Commercial Intererts of this

Nation.—But as a dramatic Wri-
ter nothing tan well be more
crntomptible than his Works.
B L E S S I N G T N, MurrJM^h

P.oy.'e, Lord Vifcount.——Tr.is

Kight Honourable Author was a
Peer of the Kingdom of Ire/ami,

and is aficrted by yacoi to have
been the Writer of a Tragedy,
called,

The Lojt Pri.'icefs.

It was however printed with-
out any Author's Name, nor can
I find that it ever made an Ap-
pearance on the Stage.

BoDENS, Capt. Cbarlti.

This Gentleman had a Coronoif-

fion in the Foot Guards, be fides

which he had the Honour of be-

ing for many Years one of the

CcJitkmea Ufl)^t« to his late

Majefly*
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[N;iv wc linve hid a Proof even

jir o>ir o'N-n Time, of flie Merit

[fif >>!K of" his CofTcJii'S, which
,\\. n a V TV iitJc Alrcrition, has

jhcrii ^tu'ly icviv-;! .nd with great

[Siuc-i^, VIZ. the Jfii'iiil Cri7v,

[wh «M fur no K'is than tlirec Sea-

Ion pit has hrnighl crowded

|A';-i;tnrrs to the- 'I'ljcntr;^ Royal

fin Cyrrt fr\'r</<»», at all the frc-

jtiirnt I\fpetitions of its I'crtorm-

a.nct';.

The ComoJies which the Au-
th'T his 1 ft behind him arc

F.fuon in Number, 'i'l-n of which
Ian* co'luftcd together, as bcforc-

mv'nttontxi, \indir .^JUxatd'r J'rotne,

in two Volumes 8vo. Each Vo
Jume bearing the Title of Five

N~v /*/t»"i i>y Richard Rrome.—
Tl)c whole Lift of his Pictcj is

a follow?.

I. Art f>'J'S. C.

1. /iff>itr^9:is Garden, C,

3. City int. C.

4. Q.v,rt CiftUn tVftded. C.

^. Cfiwrt Ji^^ar. C.

6. Dfltr iitlh. C.

7. F.^f/i/h Mnor. C.

5. "J-viiil Cre^v, C.

9. I.vt'efiik Court, C.

10. MadCot'f//ivtl} mafcl^d. C.

It. Nfw Jicadimy. C.

U. N'rthen Left. C.

13. AV*//rf. C.

14. ^uren ittid C'iftuhiite. C.
I^. ^ftn" I Exchange, C.
He /oined alfo with Thomat

Ufy:¥*9dt in a Play called the

La^.a/bire fVitcbety of which fee

m Accwmt in its proper Plare.

n«ooK, Sir Fufk GreviIle,LorA.

—This Right Honourable Au»
thor was Son to Sir FulkCrevi/'e,

the Elder, of Brauchamp Court in

fl'arviicljhirf, and defccnded from
the ancient Family of the Crr-
•:'///«, who in the Reign of Ed-
luard the Illd. were feated at

Cambdrn In Chuitflcrjhirt,— He
>vat born in 1554, the fame

B R
Year with hi* Friend Sir ViHip
Sidnry, and recciv:!j his Ediica*

tion at Iri^itty CollcJ^e Qim/>ridgei

from whom, on his Reuioval to

Court, he foon gr w hiiUily in

F'av'Uir wiih Qi^eeri F.iisia'feth,

nor continued h Is in the Eftecm
of her Surr-cilor y.nni I. who
at his Coronicinii creitcd h-m
Knight of the P.:fh, in 1615
male him Cluincdlnr of the Fx-
chc^dcr, and in the fcvirntC'.'nth

Yeir of his R.-i-^^n rtis'd hi'n to

th'" Rank of the l*:'."raac,v/ith the

Title of B iron Hrrok of Rfan-

champi's Court, anH one of the Gen-
tlemen of the Bed-Chamber.—

•

He was equally eminent for bis

Learning and Coiuaj^c, in both
which he grently diftinguiftej

himfclf, and was one of the moft
particular Intimates of the inge-

nious S'r Philip SiJnfyy whofc
Life prefixL-d to his celebrated

Romance the Arcadia, under the

Name of Phil''philippo:, w«s writ-

ten bv this Gentleman.— Rcfides

this he wrote a Treatife cf Human
Lejrtiitfr, a Treatife tf ff'ars, and

an Itiifiifition upon Force ntid llo'

nour, all of which arc compos'd

in Sf/lin.'t, or Stanzas of fix Lines

each, the four fiift of which are

alternate, and the laft two rhym-
ing to each other. His Title to

a Place in this Work however is

founded on two Dramatic Pieces

(both Tragedies) which he v/rote,

entitled,

I. Alnhnn. T.
a. Miipaplt. T.

Neither of thefe I believe were
ever a£ted, they being written

ftri£lly after the Model of the

Ancients, with Cberufes, tec, and
entirely unfit for the Enghlh
Stage.

This amiable Man of (Quality

loft his Life in a tragical Manner
on the 30th of September in the

Year 1628, being then 74 Years

of

* %
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•f Age, by the Hands of one

Jiasivood, who l.'ad fpcnt the

gicatcft a«d bcft Part of his Tinn.e

in i)is pcrfonal Service, f<ir wijich

not thinking hiinft;lf Aifncicntly

reward ,.'d, he- cxpofculutcd with

his M:.l:er on it, ihey two being

alone in his LordlTiip's Bedcham-
ber in Brook f-Iou!e in lldboitt,

(the Spot of Ground where Brook

Street now ftands).—H^? Rcmon-
ftranccs however being probably

made with too much I'crempto-

rinefs and an Air of Iniulcncc, he

received n fiiarp Rebuke from his

Lordlhip, whicli he irr.mediat;ily

returned by giving him a mortal

Stab in tlie Back, of \vhich

Wound he died, but whether in-

ftantly or not, docs net appe;'.r.

—

The Affaflin however conceiving

his cwn Condition to be uefperate,

went into another Room, and

having 1 )cked the Door fell on

his own Hvvcrd.—Thus in order

to evade the Sentence of the Law,
he became himfclf t!ie Execu-

tioner of Juflice, receiving from

his ov.n Hi'.nd that Deutli vvhidt

otherwifc would have been in-

flided on him by that of the com-
mon Hangman.

Lord Brock lies buried among
the reft of his honourable An-
ceftors, in Ifarwick Church, un-

der a MonMment of black and

white Marble, on the which he

is ftil'd,

Servant to d^een Elizabeth

Ctunfcllor to King James,
and

Fritnd to Sir Phiiip Sidney.

He died without Iffiie, having
never been married, and thofe

who are defirous of reading his

Charafler more at large, may be
further fatisfied by peiufing the
Account given of him by FulUr,
in his Britijh fVortbici (vid. War-
wickjbire, p. 127.)

i
^^'0 ^
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Rkookk, J/etfry, Eiq.— Ti,:'.!

Gentiemaii, wiio is ftill iivinj.,

is a Native of Lihvui, having, us

I have been inforricd, a pac-inai

Eftate in the County oi Ca-van,

and is befides Rarra^k Mailer ot

MuUingar, in The Cconty of li'^ejl-

math.—He ga^i'd >;iedt Reputa-
tion as a Writer, by the Farmer's

Lrr/f/-j,publilhed in Irclard, in tho

Time of the Rcbellior,and written
after the Manner of Dean Siuift\
Drnptrs Letters, which were
univerfally afcribcd to him.—His
greatcllAp['iicationhov.'cverfoems

to have been to the Drama, for in

the Year 1738, he had his Tra-
gedy of GuJLivus Vafj, Velicarfed

ai: the Theatre Ruyal in Drury
Lane, the AdVors were all ready
in their Parts, and no Bar fecm'd
in the Way to its public Appear-
ance, when an Order came trom
tjic Lord Chambsriain to proliibit

ii.—Ke mt-t with the famelll.
iuccefs in Dithlin wiili Regard to

an Opera call'd Jnck the CiuKt
^ylLr, brougiit on f.jon after

the Clcfe of the. Rcbell;on,which
after the firft Night't Rcprcfenta-
tion was forliidden by the Go-
vernment to be continued.—As
to his fi\{\ Play, however, the
Proiiibition d;d him no Kind of
Injury, as he was imnvd.ately
encouraged to publi(h it by a

Subfcription, which has been faiu

to have amounted to eight hun-
dred Pounds.—In 1741. His He-
trayer of lis Country was bioi'fht

on the Stage in Duiijn, and met
with Succefs, and about 1752,
at the fame Theatre, his Ear/ cf
EjTex.—This laft Play however
having never been printed, and
being I believe the Property of

Mr. Sbfndan, late Manager of
Smock Alle^ Theatre, when that

Gentleman afttd at Drury Lane
in the Winter of 1761. his Emo-
luments being to arife from a

ccr-



B O
ro mAc 8 ColUilion of fifty

ICuincAj in the Boxes during Ujc

ic of the Pcrl'ormjnce, and

Iprcltr.t them to Mr. BtJtb,

fwitii this Conipliment, That it

:w^s -^ fli^fit Atkno\vLdg.ncnt

ifif his loi.tji Qpf-^jiaan to a ft »•/•«•-

\IujI DU'tAitjr, ar.d lis djnig fo

\irjvely in tit Caufe of LiUrty ;

Lifid'js which hii had another

I'relcnt ot an equal Sum fiom

tht Maniijer?, in Confideration

ot ths- great Succefs of the Play,

whi^h they attributed in good

Mcwfure to his extraordinary Me-
rit in the Performance j and cer-

tain it is, that no one fincc that

Time has ever equalled or even

ncaily approached his Excellence

in that Chara£ler.

But thcfe were not the only

Advantages which were to accrue

to Mr. Booth from his Succefs in

this Part } for Lord Belinghroke,

then one of the Principal Secre-

taries of State, in a little Tune
after procured a fpecial Licence

from Queen Amtf recalling all

the former ones, and nominating

Mr. Booth as joint Manager with

IP'ilkit Cibber and Dogget^ none of

Vkhum were pleafcd at it, but the

laft more elpecially tock fuch

Dilguft, as to withdraw himfelf

from any farther Share in tht:

Management.
In 1704, Mr. Booth haJ mar-

ried a Daughter of Sir fi'i.'Iiam

Biiiikam, o: N(jnfoik, Bart, who
died in 17 10, witliout Iflue.—

—

AfuT her Ceath, iie engaged in

an Amour with Mr;;. Miuntford,

who readily put her vhole For-

tune, which was confiJeruLlc,

beinf not kfs than £8coo, in'.o

his Hands.——This however he

very honourably returned to her,

Mhen, en the Difcovtry of her

Inrimacy wiih aiiother Gentle

m.m, he thcught prcpcr to break

B O
ofTh'is ConncdVion with her.—

—

She had, however, great Reafcn

to repent of her InfideUty to

hiiP, tor her new Lover not only

embcizud anJ made away with

all her M.mey, but cen treated

her in other RefpeiVs extremely

ill, and wua guilty of Meaancfles

grca>ly incot>ftftent with the Title

of a Gentleman.
Being now ef^abliHied in the

Management, he once more

turned his Thoughts towards Ma-
trimon\\ and in the Year 17I9>

united himfelf in that happy

State tu the celeb, ated Mifs Hrfttr

Sant'owt a Woman of a moft

amiable Difpcfition, whofe great

Merit as an A^trefs, added to the

utmoft Difcrctton and prudential

Oeconomy, had enabled her to

fave up a confiderable Fortuni'i

which was by no Means unac-

ceptable to Mr. Bcoib, who, tho*

a Man that had the ftriaeft Re-
gard to Juftice and Punctuality

in his Dealings with every one,

yet was not much inclined to the

faving of Money,
With this valuable Compa-

nion, he continued in the mofl:

perfect State of domeftic Happi-

ncfs, till the Year 1727, when
he was attacked by a violent Fe«

viT, which lafted him for forty-

fix Days without Intcrmiflion

;

and altho\ thro' the Care and

Skill of thofe great Phyficiani

Dr. Friend and Dr. Bnxholmt by

whom he was attended, he got

the better of the prcfcnt Difor-

der, jet ixbTn that Time to the

Day of his Death, which was not

till fix Years after, his Health

was never puifed\ly re-eftabhflied.

—Nor did he ever, duringthat In-

terval, appcaron the Stage, except-

ing in the Run of a Play called

the Double Faljhood, brought on

the Theatre by Mr. Itubald in

»

i
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T729, and aiTertcd, but iiiijuflly,

to be written by Sb^ikdpeare.—In

this Piece he wa'; prevailed en to

accept a Part on the fifth NJ[;ht

cf it's Performance, which he
continued to adl till the twcluh,

•wh-ch was the J?.ft Tirre of his

theatrical Appearance, aklio' he

did not die till the lolli cf Muy
1733, when having been attack-

ed by a Complication of Diibr-

ders, he paid the !aft Debt to

Nature, leaving behind him no

Ifliie, but only a uifconfolatc

Widow, who imineuia'''iy quitted

the Stage, devoting herfelf en-

tirely to a private Life, and who
ie I believe ftill living.—A Copy
of his Will may be fcen in the

London MagcxJne far 173 3, p.

126, in which he ftrongly tefti-

fies his Efteem for this amiable

Woman, and afligns his ^eafons

for bequeathing her the whole of

his Fortune, which he acknow-

ledges not to be tnbre than IVto

'thirds of whdt he received from

htt on the Day of Marriage.

His Charafler as a Writer has

not .been eftablifhed by any

"Works of great Importance, yet

he was undoubtedly a Man of

tonfiderrble Erudiiion, of good

ClafTical Knowledge, and though

what he has written are trivial in

foint of Bulk and Extent, yet

they are far from being fo in Point

of Merit. He has left Ixhind

hitn only one dramatic Piece,

which, tho' fuccefsfu!, was hu
only Attempt in that Way.—It

is entitled,

D I n o ard /Eneas. A
Mafque.

"With RcO^ca- to his Abilities

as an A£lor, there is (iirily no

great Oicafion to expatiate i-n

them, aslhcy have never yet been

caird in Queft:on ; the Applaulc

of the r ublic bore Witnefs to

ibcm in his Life

,v*.

B
CornrrendiUions of hi- CofCwi^

rarii s have handed thcin down i

Poilc'ity. Mis Excellency Jivj

wholly in Tragciiy, net b:;ing3.;

ble to endure fuch Pa.t<; a^ ii?.dl

not ilrong PafTion to infpire hinrj

—And even in tlii;- Wjik D^g

niiy, rather th.in Comphv.enc.j

Uagc rather than 'i'cniiorr.tl'J

lee nice! to be liis Titjle. rorf.|

rr,oro particular Idea of him hew.

ever I fliall recommend to nrivl

Readers the Di-kripticn Mr. Cili]

her has I'^ivcn of him in his Apo*'

logy, and tlie admirable Charac-|

tcr drawn of him by that excel-

lent Judffc in dramatic Perfsc-I

lion, y^arcn IJilly Efq; in a poli-

tical Paper publifhed by him,!

called the Prompter, which, tho'l

too long for our inferting in thijj

Place, may be feen at length in"

Tbeoph, Cibber's Lii%t of the Poc
and in Cbetwood'i Hijlory of tit

Stage.—His Charafter as a Man
was adorned with many amiable

Qualities, among which a perfefl

Goodnefs of Heart, the ,BaCs of

every Virtue was remarkably

confpicuous. He was a gay,

lively, chearful Companion, yet

humble and diffident of his o\v:i

Abilities, by which Means h?

Qcquir'd the Love and Efteem 0:

every one j and lb particularly was
j

he difHnguiflied and carcHed, andj

his Company lbn>!;ht by the great,

that as Cht't7V'-J relates of b.ini,

aliho' he kept no Eqi:ipa;^;c of!

his own, not one Nobleman in I

the Kingdom had fo many Sets

of HorfcE at Command as he had.

—For at the Tinie that the P.i-

tcntecs, jealous of liis Merit,

and apirchcniive of I'.isk Influtn k

viih the Minirtry, in onUv ti*

prevent his Application , to h .

Friends at Court, which was IJKi!

kept at fVindjlr, took Caic \"

give him conftant Employmei't

in Lonu'cfi, by giving o.it tvcr;

su>:
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[Night fnch Plays as he had pJn-

Icii-il I'Jits in, yet even this Po-

licy could not avail thtm, as there

^^as |'un£tiially every Night the

Chariot and Six of fome Noble-

roan or ether waiting for him at

tlic Conclulioa of the IMuV,

which caiiieU him the twenty

Mi'its in three Hours at farthcft,

anJ bicught !iim back again n^xt

Nigi-t, Ti.Tie enoujih for theBu-

firj^fs of the 'Ihcatio.

B < ; o i H n Y , M iS . Fiana's —
This CIcntlcvi'oman livcU in the

Rcii-n of King Charles II. a;id

w.ii nlatcd to Lady ll'at:, of Ilur-

'i.'!.i<rf:r; WiJi'orCiJlt'rfjire, us it ap-

jit ."iis from fome Paflages in ihc

Dedication of a dramatic I' ete,

vliith flic har> aJdrcllcd to that

Ladvj and whicii was performed

vith fome Sticrifs at tliC 'i healrc

Rc'val.—I'he Title of it is,

Makcelia. T. C.

BouRNK, Mr. RiuLn.—This

Gcnilemuti was of the ATiifMe

ImpU, and has left behind liim

one Fliy, entirlcd,

The Ccriti.ntedCui.koUl, C.

BoYi>K, Mis. Eh^^xhetb

Who this Lady N\as I know not,

bat find licr to have been a De-
votee to the Mufeb, fionri a dra-

ir,atic Piece publi'hed under her

Name, cnticled,

£>»kSancko. Farce.

BovER, Mr. W/'i7.——This
CenllfiTian was a Frcncbmarty and

a Kcfuj^:e to this Kingdom on

the Account of his Rcllg:on.——
"When here he applied h.mliilf

fo clofely to the iitudy of the

Krglijh Language, and made fo

great Proficiency in it, that he
became an Author of confiderablc

Note in it, being employed in

the Writing of feveral pciiodical

and political Works. He was
for many Years concerned in,

and had the principal Manaise-
Bicnt of; a New$ Paper, called

B O
the Pojl-Boy.—He likcwxfe pub-

lished a Monthly Work, entitled,

Ibe Po.'incal State of Great-
Britain.—He wrote a Life cf

^uecn j^nne, in Folio, which is

efteemed a very good Chronicle

of that Period of the Englijl Hif-

tory. But what has lender'd

him the moll known and efta-

bhflied his Name to lateft Pofte-

rity, aru- the very complcat Dic-

t oiiary ai.d Grammar of the

Iicrcb Languajje, which he com-
piled, and vvliidi have been, and

fcill are, eflcemcd, the very beft In

theirKi::d.—Yet all ihcfc Woiks
would n!;l iiulhoiizw" o'lr giving

him a Place here, hjd he not

enlKied himf^lf unJ-er the Stan-

dard of the Buf';in, by writing,

or rather tranHa'.ing from the

Ft\mh of M. i!c Facive, the Tra-
gedy of Ij>lioirr'tt, which he pub-

li/li-.-d under tliL- 'J'itie of,

•1 he l^ifUm. Trag. Fi.f. Vol. I.

A 1' »• E N D I X

.

It was pcrforrr.fd with fome
Degree cf Succefs at the 'I heatre

in Drury Livu-, and is far from
being a bad Pl.y —Nor can there

fcibap« be a tlrongcr Ii.ftancc cf

the Abilities r,f it's Author than

Sjccefs in fucli an Attempt, fmce
wr"ting with any Degree of Coi-
reitnei's or Ekganci;, even in

Profe, in a LangiKi^c which ^c
were noi ^^rn to ilic Speaking of,

is an Excelence nr.t \c.y Jre-

quenlly altviincd j Liit to pio.c.d

fo far in the P«;rfc«fliGn of it, as

to be even fuffcrable in Foctiy,

and nvre efj ccialiy in that of ibo

Dratr.a, in which the D;Oion and
Manner of ExprcfTicn reijuire a

pecul ar Dignity and Fotce, and
in a Language i"o difF.«.uk to at-

tain the perft£l Command cf as

the Eng'.ijb, is wr.at has been ve-

ry feldom actomplifhcd but in the

Inftancc of the Gentleman wc
arc now (peaking of j aud i.i-

i C 3 1 deed

f
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deed with Rzgard to the Piece

itfelf, it is but Juftice to ac-

knowledge, that notwilh {landing

the Reftiaint which all Tianfla-

tion naturally undergoes, and the

other Difadvantagcs which at-

tended on it's Author, the Lan-
guage, tho' not perhaps fo fub-

litne or poetical, lb poliflied into

Poetry as that of fome of our

Native Writers, yet pofTefTed fo

great a Share of Corrcdlners, and

la (o entirely free from any Gal-

licifms, or even the leaft Veftigc

«f the Foreigner in it, that it is

even in that Rcfpeft fuperior to

many of our Modern Tragedies,

(efpecially thofe v^ritten about the

Timeinv^hich thatappear'd) and

fuch as no native Englipmati as a

firft Attempt need be afham'd to

confefshimfelf the Author of.—It

is however remarkable, t!)at not-

withftanding the great Difficulty

that moft Foreigners find in the

acquiring our Languages j this is

not the only Inftance of their

laving attained it in great Per-

fe£^ion, fince wc meei with an-

other Gentleman, a Countryman
of our Author, who not only at-

tempted, but even repeatedly fiiC-

ceec'ed in dramatic Writing in it^

—This Gentlt;man was IVIr.^f Y-

tcnxy ofwhom I fhall make a fuller

Mention hereafter. And thia

feems a Kind of tacit Proof, not

only of the native Beauty of the

Language in itfelf, and it's Apt-

nefs for the Furpofts of the D^a-

tna, which could tempt even Fo-

reigners to eflay it's Powers, but

alfo that it is not of fo difficult a

Conftru£lion, nor of fo wild and

ungovernab' a Nature, fo hard

to reduce within the Limits of

grammatical Rules, as it has been

cpntended to be.

Boy LT, Roger, Vid, Or»«-
»Y. £arlo/..

B R
Braoy, Dr.— Thie Ccr.'ij

man was a Divine, and lived ,

Richmond in Surry, where I iini-

gine his Benefice to have been. ,—This however is all I can ga-r
ther of him, excepting that hc|

wiote one Play, called.

The Rape. T.
Brandon, Mr. Samuel,——'

This Author wrote about the

latter Part of Queen Elixabetbh,

Reign, but of whatProfeilion lief

was, or what Rank he held in

Life, I have not been able to pio-

cure any Information concerning,}

—He appears however to have been
jj

poflcfs'd of no fmail Share of V.vl

nity and Sclf-fufTicieacy, froml

the Ifa!/anYt\(chc \u\s fubjoii.dj

to the only dramatic Piece hcl

wrote, and which notwithftand-j

ing the high Opinions he, andl

perhaps fome ofhis partial Friends!

might entertain of it, he was ne-

ver able to bring on the Stj^;i:,|

vix.

V^kfua riOTt r««« JcW etirKil

Ohlh.

which may thusbeengHHied,

O b L I VI ON 'i Po'U'cn I have t,i\

Cauj'e tofear
;

My PForh her IP^ai-ss eter-J
N A L L Y Jha/!fp~ve.

The Title of the Play, whialil

he thus defies either Time, E-

tcrnity, or Oblivion to craze the]

Remembrance of, is,

The Virtuoui O^Iavia. T. C.

Brkreton, Mr. Thomas

.

•—

—

This Gentleman was the Son of I

Major Tbcmai Breretott, of th.;

Queen's Diagoons, in the Reign]

of King William III. and was li-

neally defccnJed by a younger!

Branch from the very ancient]

and noble Family of the Brert-

torn, of Brcreton in Chepire.—He I

ipcejved the firft Rudiments of
j

I«carniDg|
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Learning at the Free-School at

Chcpr, from which he was firft

removed to a Boarding-School in

the fame City, kept by onq Mr.

Demis, a French Kefugicy and af-

terwards to Uraxen-Nofe College

in Oxford, of which he continued

a Member for eight Years, and

took the Degree of Bjtchclor of

Alts.—About 1717, Sir Robert

Walpcle, then Prime Minifter,

and v^lio had fomc Fricndfliip for

Mr. Breretons Family, prefcnted

bim with a little Pod in the Cuf-

toms, in which his Station was

very agreeable to Itimfelf, being

in the Port of ChcJIer, his own
native Cc/untry,—To this «^hcn

he retired, but did not long en-

joy it, Death fnatching him a%say

in a f^'.w Years after his fettling

tlicre. The dramatic Pieces

which he lived to finifh were

only two, and were never a&cA,

1. Esther. Trag.

2. Sir ydm OldcafUe. Trag.

The firft is little more than a

Tranflation of the EJlher of Ra-
cine, and the laft a clofe Imita-

t'on of the PolicuPc of Ccrneiife,

and indeed neither of them have

any great Share of Merit in the

Execution.—He had however be-

gun two ether Pieces,, the one a

Tragedy, called,

A T H A L I A H
,

which was to have been a Tranf-

lation from Racitic'z Play of tliat

Name, and the other a Comedy,
to which he intended to have

given the Title of

The Oxford Ladies, or the

Nobleman.

Neither of thefc however did

he live to finifli.

BkETON, Mr. Nicholas.—To
this Gentleman have both Jacob
and Gildon attributed the Honour
0/ Authorihjp in Regard to en

B R
old dramatic Piece, entitled,

An Old Man's Lcjfo'on. or a
Toung Man's Love. Intetl,

but one would he apt to imagine
they neither of them had fccn

the Piece, and that the latter hiid

implicitly copied the Error

branch'd by tiie former, fiiice in
the Preface Mr. Breton acknow-
ledges himfelf to have been only
the Editor of this Interlude, nay,

even declares that he is wholly
ignorant vcho the Author was.—
As fuch however I could not

with Propritty avoid inferting his

Name in this Place, fincc to him
the World is at leaft obliged for

the Knowlcd[;e cf whatever Share
of Mtrit may be found in the
Piece.

Breval, Cupt. Jihn DurciKt.

—This Gentleman was the S^m
of Dr. Francis Durant BrcnrJ, t.v.i

of the Prebenus of li'epn:iT.jiirit\^

Roii>fj':fr,—He received a liberal

Education, the early Parts of
whicii he was initiated into at

W^jiminjier *chool.—From themv
he went to th'. Univerfity of
Canibridgi, whire he was elected

into Trinity College, and obtain-

ed a Fellowship , which be
kept for fome Time j but whe-
ther he found a Collfge Life too

confined and heavy for his Dif-
pofitioa, which probably had a

oiore volatile Turn, or on what
other Account I know not, but

he at length quitted the Uni-
verftty, and on (o doing, at-

tath'd himfelf to the Charms of
a fcarlet Coat and Cockade, ai)d

obtaining a Lieutenant's Com-
miflion, went into the Army.—
Whether he met with any Ad-
vanccn-'nt there, or at what
Time he died, I have not been
able to trace.——However, it is

certain, that after the Period of
his accepting the Commi^ion, lie

•i»« t-f

'\^

I
'

r I

Vf 1^

''1 ^ :.. 4



i 1

B R
made the Tour of France and

Ifaly, in the Capacity of a f'^rt of

travelling Companion to I'omc

young Nobleman, on the Return

from which he publifticd his Ob-
fervations during bis Journey,

compiled into a Volume in Fo-

lio.—He hud moreover a poetical

Turn, and wrote three or four

Poems, which were not cftecm-

ed bad ones. He alf») brought

one diamatic Piece on the Stage,

but which met with no great

Succcfs, entitled,

The P'oy's tie Plot. C.

From it however have been ex-

traftcd the Subllance or" two

Farces, which fucccedcd tolera-

bly well, -vi-a.

The Meek Prirxcfs, and

The StroUcn.

Soon after the Appearance of

that doughty Performance of a

Club of Wits, called Ttr.c Lcurs

ttfter Marriage, which, tho' pub-

lifhrd with only Mr. Cay\ Name
to it, was undoubtedly the jeiiit

Oft>pring oi that Gentleman,

Mr. Pope and Dr. j^rbutknot, and

ubich met with that Condemna-
tion from the Public which it

juftly merited, Caj>t. Breial un-

der the aflumcd Name of Jojeph

Cay publiOied a Satire on that

Piece, entitled,

The Confederates. A Farce.

On which Account Mr. Pope,

vho never could forgive the leaft

Attempt made .ngainft his reigning

the unrival'd Sovereign en the

Throne of Wit, has introduced

this Gentleman into that poetical

nllory the Dunciad, among the

•various Authors whom he has

fuppofcd Devotees of the Goddefs

of Dulhtfi.

Brkwzr, Mr. Anthony, •

This Writer lived in the Reign

of King Charla I. and appears to

have been held in high EAitna-

tioa by the Wits of that '2;une|

B R
as may be more particularly ga-

ther'd from an elegant Compli-
ment paid to him in a Poem,
called St(pi to Parnp£'u!, wherein
he is fuppofcd tu have a magic
Power to cull the Mufes to his

Aflift.mce, and is even fet on an
Equality with the immortal
SL. kijpcare himfelf.—There are

however great DifpuTcs among
the feveral Writers as to the

Number of his Works.

—

IVin-

jiar.lcy and Phill^i have made him
Author of fix Plays.—The Au-
thor of ''le Br'ttijh 'Lhtafrcy and
aft.r hiri) Mr. Ifcopb, CiUer,

have given him the C';i.dit of

three only.

—

Langbaire, Jacob and
GUdon allow him but two, and
even of thofe, the firft of theic

Authors feems to doubt the Au-
thenticity of more than one.

To come however to the bcft

Judgment I can coUcift, I fliall

firft n;eii i t. th' Pieces which
JVinfianUy has ufKgned to him and
which are I'ulvcifally rtjailed.—
Thde are the following thn>e,

1. L.ANDGAR1HA. T. C.
2. Levi's Dominion, Paftonil.

3. Love's Loadjlotie. C.
The Reafons for difallowing of

thefe arc all fubftantial Ones.

—

The lirft being wiitten by Umry
Furncll, Efqj the fccond bv Mr.
I leckmcy and the laft, tho' printed

Anonyir. (which kaves Scope for

the afcribing it to any Body) is

f.iid to be a
f
oflhumous Work,

and only publirtied by a Friend

of the Author after his Dcceafe.

Now this being the Cale, it is

impoflible to have beeu Tirtwrr's,

this pofibiwtcus Publiciitioa hap-
pens to have been in 1630, five

and twenty Years earlier than
the Date of the Lcvtjick King,

the only Piece which feems to

be indifputably given to Mr.
Brnvetf and which was firft

printed in 4to« 1C55.

The

t
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Ancc'Jotc recorded by l-yinjlanLyt

in Ile^ajd to the Piece itfolf,

whi^h points it out to have becii

in fon;e Ivliidure the innocent

Caule of iho'l- Troubles which

diftiuiej the Peace of tiiefe

Rnlms in the Middle of tlie

17th CciUury.—He tells u?, that

when this Play was afted at

Ciimoniiye, Oliver Cromiveil (then

a Youth) performed a Part in it.

—The SublUncc of the Piece is

a Contention among the Stnlts

for a Ciown, which Lingua
had laid, for them to find.—The
Part ailotlcd to young Crcrtnvt/l

was tlmt of Tuf7us, or Tcuck,

who, having obtained the con-

tefted Coronet, makes -this fpi-

B 11

'lit- two i'lays, which all ih:-

Wiittis in ^?encral have fctdcv.n

to tills Author, a'.e,

1, O.uvtiy (>!!•!, C.

z, L(r- c-Jiif: K'ln^. ']'. C.

I,i7Kj/w//.v's Obiucli^ !1 to the

flit ot iliele beiii!,' only the LcC-

tcib T. I>. in the 'Iiiic I'l't^e,

wi-.iih mii;ht ha\c bfcn only a

ivp'Vj-ri'pliicai lirroi-, proceeding,,

perhaps, from the ne;:ligcnce or

CareLffr.cfs of thf! PiinUr, who,

not bciii" ciitain of the Author's

Chrirt.en Name, might chufe ra-

ther the infertirg any Letter at a

Venture, than delaying the work-

ing oft' the Sheet till he could

ubtaia a more authentic Infor-

mation.

And now the only Piece in rited Declamation,

Difpute is that, entitled,

iLiNGUA. Rofesy and Bays, pack hence ! this

This Langbaint abfclutely de- Crown and Roie,

nies to be Ere^ver\, yet afligns My Broivs, and Body, circles and

no other Reafon for fo doing but iimcfts ^

his own bate ifft dixit^ meither Hont gallantly it.fitt me {-~-fiire the

docs fVinfianley fliew any Caafc Slave

for afcribini it to him,-*Mr. Meafur'd tny Head tintt vtrtugbt

Tbetph. CibbtTt however, as well this Coronet.-^

as the Author of the Britijh Tbe- they lie that fay. Complexions cat'

atre, has followed the Authority not change !

of the latter, as has alfo Mr. My Blood's ennobled, end I am
Do/1ftey\ who, in the Courfe of transformed

his JJuCncfs as a Bookfellcr, ex- Unto the facred Temper of a King,

cludve of his own admirable Methirtks I hear my noble Parajites

Judgment as a Poet, might have Stiling me Caefar or great Alelc-

an Oi'f ortuiiity of knowing better ander

than eiihct of them; and who Licking wy Feet, &c.
has republished the Piece with
the Name of Anrhony Bmour, in It is faid that he felt the whole
his CoUcclion of eld Plays.—To Part fo warmly, and more efpe-

this I may add, that Piobability cially the above-quoted Speech,

'nd is alfo in it's Favour, ilncc, be

1 ing ot" a much earlier Date than
i|5 cithjr of the other two, it is pub-

|! liihcd anonymous, and may there-

tore be fupi>os'd to have lecn the

that it was what firfl: fired his Soul

with A'nbition, and excited him,
from the Pofleffion of an imagi-

nary Crown, to flrctch his View's

to that of a real one, for the Ac-

:§, Author's firll Eflay in this Kind compli/hme!\t of which he was
;k of Writing. contented to wade thro' Seas of

m. Be the Author, however, whom Blood, and *' rtiut the Gates of

% ^^ ^^''^^» tl;crc is a remarkable ** M(:rcy>;tm Mankind,"
?1 i:. I;., Bromt,

' i
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Bromc, Alexander.-'—Thh Au'

thor fluuriOied in the Rcigii of

King Charlct I. and was an At-
turncy in the Lord Mayor's Court.

—He was born in loao, and
died June joih, 1666,—So that

he lived thro' the whole of the

Civil Wars and tlie Protcd>oHhip,

during all which Time he main-
tained his Loyalty untainted.-^—He
was A warm Cavalier, and the'

in his Prokflion of the Law he
could do no Service to the Caulc

he lov'd, yet as he was a Devotee

of the Mules, as well as an Atten-

dant on the Cruits, he frequent-

ly turned his Pen from the filling

up of Writls, Pleas, and Dernui-

rers, to the inditing of Odes,

Sonnets and Dithyrambs, in the

moft of which he treated the

Round-Heads with great Kcen-
nefs and Seventy.—In ihort he
was Author of nauch the greateft

Part of thofe Songs and Epigrams

which were pubUHied in Favour

of the Royalills, and againft the

Rump, as well in Oliver Crem-

wtWa Timt as during the Rebel-

lion.—Thefe. together with his

Epiftles and Epigrams tranflated

from different Authors, were all

printed in one 'Vol. 8vo. after

the Reftoration.—He alfo pub-

Itih'^ci a Verfion of Horace, by
himislf and other Hands, which
is very far from a bad one.—He
left behind him only one Dra-

matic Piece, which is entitled.

The Cunning Lovers. C.

The World however is indebt-

ed to him for two Volumes of

Richard Brome^s Plays in Odavo,
many of w'lich, but for his Care

in preferving and publishing them,

would in all Probability have been

entirely loft.

Brome, Mr. RcbarJ.—This

Author lived in the Reign of

King Charles I. and was cotem-

orary with Decker, Ferd, Shirley,

B R
&c.—His Extraction was mean,;

he having orniinally been no bet-'

tcr than a menial Setvaiit to the

celtbrtled Ben yi»nf<^ti.—He wrote

himfelf however inio high Re-

pute, as is teftified not only by

various Commendatory Vcifu!

written by his Coiemporarits^and
j

prefix'd to many ot hu> Fiayi, buti

aiib by fome Lines wi.ith hisJ

quondam Mafter addrefs'd to him

on account of his Comedy cairj-

the Acrthtrn Lafiy in which,,

altho' Ben Jonjon has given Way
to that Kind of Vanity which ijj

perpetually (iarting forth in allf

his Writinijs, and reprefcnis him.

feif as the firll who had inllruclcvii

the Age in the comic Luws, anJ

all the perfeA Arts of thcDramaJ
yet he pays great Commendation

|

to Richard Bromi:, by acknowledg.

ing that he has made very gocdl

uie of the Improvements be hail|

acquired during a long Appren*

ticefhip under lb /kilful a Ma<j

fter.

Brome, in Imitation of hiil

Mafter, laid it down as his Ml
great point, to apply clofely t<|

the Study of Men and MannenJ
—His Genius was entirely turned!

to Comedy, and therefore his pro-f

per Province was Obrervationj

more than Reading.—-HiS PlotsJ

are all his own, and are farfroinl

being ill- conducted } and hisCha-j

rafters, which for the moft Part!

are ftrongly marked, were thej

Offspring of his own Judgmcnij

and Experience, and his clol'el

Attention to the Foibles of thej

human Heart —In a word, hisj

Plays in general are good onesJ

met with great Applaufe whwl

firft aited, and, as Langbain inf

forms us, were thought by th(j

Players worthy to be revived, tJ

their own Profit and the Author!

Honour, in that critical Afl

which he himfelf lived in -I

r\
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, H -• was .1 Man of ii try and fo cppcfitj to every Thing

v' Tiiiii j;i'l lively Dif;«;ii'-''>n, th.-.t c;'.n be dccmeJ Poetry, that

inch hv ind;ti^:d by la. .om-

!i:ij one Pie^e for thi; Sta^c,

.\\:'[\ was far from bcin^-; totally

ivo'.d of Merit, and y?t did not

i^t with any vciy extni irdinary

c.d's.—U was cntituvl,

'J"!u: AfrJ.jh C.upU. C.

'J'liis I'l.iy has been fince cut

,v:i into a FarcCj and aftcd

ivi; Vc.u-3 ago for Mr. ^'li.'t'i's

r.d'it, by the Titb of.

It lijs not however made it's

learanee ii\ Piint under that

rm.

l>.)NoNciNl, Sl^n. Giovanni.

This (rentleman was a very

iiiiirntConipofcr of Mufic, and

If l.>nie Time divided the 0^\-

liiis of the Ccf:ofcenii ot this

•,!-., tiom wlih Refi'cd to the

niivira'iive Merits of himfelf

the g,reatcll Compliment can be

p;\ii to the Authors of thcin is

to liif^jr their Njmes to lie bu-
ried in tlic Shades of Obfcurity.

Booth, Mr. Barton, ^-TYixt
Gentleman, v.lio was an Author,

and alfo a very tmin.at Actor,

was defcend'-d tVom a very ancient

and honourable Family, which
oiiginaliy h.d a Settlement in the

County Palatine of Lancajltr.-^

ic third Son of yohnWHe
Booth, Efj; who was nearly re
htcd to the Earl of JVarriugtottf

and v.ho, tho' his Fortune was
not very conHderable, was ck-

trcmeiy attentive to the Educiiioa

o!" Ills Children,—In Confc^ucnctt

of lh;s parental Care, he put thq

Sul'jccl of our preftnt Ol r;!\ a-

tions, as foon asii'j arrived at the:

Age of nine YvarSj to /Vr/?/;;//;-

] th'.' u;;cat /fj;;(rV/, wliiwh |,avc y?t'/--ScriOol, where lie was firll

'ccafion for the following F.j)i- under the Tir.ticn cf ihv famous

Y)\. Etijhy, a ad afterwards under

that of \i'\s Su.:cc!Tor, the no lefs

famous Dr. K/iijc. Hute he
fi\cw\! a ih-on,; Pafiion for Lcarii-

.'ng in general, and more parti-

cularly for an Acquaintance with

th>i Intiit Poets, the fuiefl Pafr

faj^KS in whofc Works he ufei

with g,ii.Mt I'ains and Liberty to

imprint ii his Memory j and had

bef'des fuch a peculiar Propriety

and judicious Emphafis in the Re-
petition of them, afiifted by fo

',:;^i, faid to have Leen written

Dean Swift.

1 S.-i!-nc Oy that Signior Bonottciri

[C.)in;\ix'd to Ilathitl's a meer

Ninny
;

I Others a\ er that to him Ilardd

I

Is iVarcely fit t ) liold the Can-
dle :

Strange ! that fuch high Dif-

putes {hould be
' Twlxt TtvccdU Duv: and I'lL-ce-

illi Dee,

Tlvre is one Opera publi./hed

Jith h's Name prefixed to it,

Rlitled,

Phabnacks. Ital. Opera

fine a Tone of Voice, ajid adorn-

ed with fuch a natural Grateful-

ucfs of Action, as dreyv on him
the Admiration of the whole

--, School, and, added to the Sprigbt-

Rut whether the Words, or lincfs of his Parts in general,

dy the Mufic, are his Cornpo- ftrongjy recommended him to the
ion, I cannot pretend to deter- Notice of his Matter Dr. Biijhy,

ine, and indeed in the general who having himfelf, when young,
le Language of thofe Pieces., obtain'd great Applaufe in the
rittcn mccrly for Mufical Re- Perfortpar^ce of a Part in the

efcntation, is fo extremely pal- Royal SIavet,ji. Play written by

i%y%̂
-

K'illia>ii

'4 iW
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ffiHiam Cartivrigl t, had ever af-

ter held theatrical AicoiT>|ili(h-

irenl!. in the hi^hcfl Eftimatiin.

in Cor.fequencc of this extra-

ordinary Talent, wl<en, accord-

ing to the Cuftr.m of thf Fchco!,

a Latin Play va*! to Ke perform-

ed, Mr. Bo'jtt was fixed upon for

the a6Ving the capital Part.

The Play happened to be the

j^rdria, and the I*art aflicnfd to

him that of P<»»?/)//A/i, the young

Brjll of Tcretictf in Vvhich tlie

iTiufical Swectncfs of his Voice,

his Elegance of Deportment, and

Gracefiilncfs of Af^ion drew the

univcrf.il Applaivfc of all the

Spectators ; and he has hitnfelf

confefs'd that this Circumttancc

was what firft fir'd his young

Breaft with theatrical Ambition.

—His Father intend«"d him for

the Pulpit, but his Mind and In-

cli nations vere now fo fixed on

the Stage, that when he had ar-

rived at the Age of fcvcntrrn,

and the TJ'ne approached when
he muft have been tiikcn frrnj

School in order to be font to the

Univcrfity, he determined to rim

any Rifque rather than enter on

a Courfe of Life fo iinfuitable to

the natural Vivacity of his Dif-

pofition; and therefore hi rrnnng

acquainted with one Mr. /t/hlury^

Manager of the Dublin Theatre,

who was then in Londcr, proba-

bly on the recruiting Scheme,

nnd WIS vcr)- glad to receive a

Youth of fuch promifing Expec-

tations and growing Genius, he

immediately quitted all other

Views, engaged himfelf to Mr.

^Jbbvry, ftole away from School,

and went over to Ire/and vthh that

Gentleman in yune 1698.

His firft Appearance on the

Stage was in the Part of Oreo-

noko, in which he came ofF with

•very Teftimonial of Approbation

from thf! Audience.—From this

B O
Time he continued daily impro. I

vin^', and after tuo riictcisiU

Campaigns in tint KirgHomton-
ci:ived Thoui;hts of rcturnmi: to

his nativf Country, and making
a Tri.»I of his Abilities rn iht

rrtfrlifj Stage.
—

'i o this hiid he

firll by Lrtters rcror.cilcd himfoifi

to his Friends, miuI then, as j

farther Ste.> towirdi i;mii:rp \y.<,

Succcfs, nltaircd a Rcionm cn'l?-

tion from L( rd J tfiJ-^jyiincr (ont

of the Lords of the Be(i(.i).imbLr

to Prir* c (<rorgr of Dc fr.ark) 10

Mr. lirttct (>)'!, wjio, with frrnt

Candour and Gord-Na; urc, took

him under his Care, and jjavc

him all the AlTiftijntc in his

I'owcr.

The frft Part Mr. rootb ap.

pcarod in at I.^tdov, vhich vjsl

in 1701, was that of AftKximn,

in Lord Rrdejtrrs i'a'rKir'riai,

h's Reception in which cxcLcdcdl
even his moft fjinpuinc Ex[(dh-|
tirrs, and very Toon at"ti.r his

Vrrtnrtt'^r.rc ot^rrcfiar, in EcncAl
j4t!/itif>rit Stfircthtr^ which was

a new Tragedy, ertallilhcd hi'.

Reputation as iVcond at lend to

his great Inffruftor.

—

Pyrrhv>, in

the DiJlnJ* Mother, was amthtr
Part in \n hich he ihonc without a I

Rival.—But l:c was indebted to a
I

happy Coincidence of Merit and

Chance for that Height of Fanit

which he at length attained, in

the Charafter of Cate, as drawn

by Mr. jlddi/on, in 1712.—For

this Play being confidercd .is 1

Party one, the Whigs, in Favoir

of whofc Principles it was .npjw

rently written, thought it their;

Duty ftrongly to fupport it, whilt

at the fame Time the Tories,

who had too much Senfc to ap-

pear to confider it as a Reflexion

on their Adminiftrntion, were

ftill more vehement in their Ap*

probation of it, which they car

ried to fuch an Height, at even

to I

V
'
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rertain Proporlion of the Prjlits

of the Houlc on thofc Nights in

which he peiforned, he was al-

lowed a Right oF reviving or get-

ing up (iich Phiys as he imagined

woald turn out the moft to his

and liic Mi-.agers joint Advan-

tages.—Among thole which he

fix'd on as his Choice, was Mr.

hmkc's Earl of Fj/ix, which bc-

inp licenced by the Lord Cham-
bcrl.iin was now brought on at

Dr-.iry Lane, and met with good

Succcfs.

Thro' the whole of Mr. Brooke's

Wiitings there breathes a ftrong

Spirit of Liberty, and patriotic

Zeal, which, tho' the natural

and inborn Principles of every

Sdbjert of thefe Realms, may
have Uibjecled their, to Mi("rc^>re-

fcntation, and, what is far from

an uncommon Cul'e render'd gc-

rtral Sentiment fufpcftcd as par-

ticular Refle£lion. Vet thofe

who have the Pleafiire of know-
ing this Gentleman pcrfonally,

mud be fo well alTur'd of the In-

tfgtity of his Heart, and his

firm Attachment to the prefont

happy Succcflion, as will entirely

ck-nr him fiom the flighted Sup-
pofition of any Intent to excite

Cf.rruption or awaken DIfcontcnt

I'V any of his Writings.

His diartiatic Pieces in them-
rivcs .ire independent of thefe

Kind of Confidcrationr, tho' not

to be ranked in the firft Clafs,

liavs undoubtedly a confiJ'.rab'n;

Share of Merit.—His Plots arc

iupcnioufly laid and \ ell con-
duilcd, his Chara£\crs not ill

drawn, and his Langunge bold

and nervous ) tho' it inuft be

ac'^inowlcdged in the laft Parti-

cular the Authot at Times feems
to pay too little Regard, to the

Corrcdncfs of Mcafurc, to that

PoH(h which the Language of

I.

2.

3-

BR
Tragedy ought to receive from
Harmony of Numbers.

His dramacic l*ieces arc as fol-

low,

The Betrayer cf his Country,

T.— riuc; v.as played at

Dublin unilrj- the Title of

the Earl of U'^i jitnorlu-^d.

Ear! of Eff^x. T.

Gufavui I'ajj, T.—This
was as I think (tho' pro-

hib.tcd in Low/or, a«.^ed at

Dublin by the Title of

the Patriot.)

4. J.:ck the Giant ^cHer. F.

Brook.ES, Mrs. llusLady,
whofe Maiden Name was Moore,

is the Daughter and Wife of a

Ch r:yman, and a Lady of great

Abilities.—She has written aiul

published one Piay, which was
never aded, entitled,

ViRo IMA. Trag.

Rkown, j^nthony, rfq.—This
Gentleman was. a Meniber of the

^femplty and wrote a IMay en-

titled,

The Fatjl Rctircm:tit. T.
This PI <y was d. mn'd, and in-

deed very defervcdly, there being

neither Plot, Incident, or Lan-
guage in it that had by any Means
a Right to recommend it to the

public Rep.rd.

—

^et its Want of

Succcfs w.';- the Occafion of fome
Infults beiiiF fhewn to an Ai.\or

of great {'(Mlcqiitncc, whofe fpi-

ritf'd Rel.avioiir on the Circum-
llaiiee may be ftcn more at large

in the Account of this Pi.\y in

the former Part of this Work.
Brownf., Dr.—This Gentle-

roan is a Clergyman and Dod^or
in Divinity, .nnd is polTelled of
fome Churrh Preferment in the

Northern Part cf this Kingdom.
He has very juftly acquired aj^reat

Reputation by fome of hi-, Prole
Writings, more particularly by
liis Efiimate of the Manners of the

> x\
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T'wM ; and as a Pott, tho' he

cannot be confidcr'd as the fir/I-,

Vet he is undoubted'y very far

from the Icaft confidcinblc of our

fiefcnt Writers. 1 he Stage

itands incebted to him for two

dramatic Pieces, the Succcfs of

which has been difl'i;rent, yet

h;'.s not I think done any great

Honour to public Talte, lime his

yJtbclJlan, which I cannot help

thinking much the mere original

ar;d belter executed Piece of the

two, has never been perfotmcd

fincc the Seafon of its firft Ap-
pearance, while BtjrharrJJ'j, whofc

Defign is much too nearly ap-

proaching to that of ^1' f(;^'>tf and

fon'.e other of our modern Tra-

gedies, ftill continues on the Lift

of aOing riay?.

His Tngedio?, ?.s I before ob-

fcrved, are rn!y two, viz.

r. Athei-stav.
s. Barbabossa.
nROWNT:, Mr. Mo'es.—Who

this {^c.uleman wa^:, or whether

yet living I Icr.cw not, all the

liiformiitio.'i I can procure con-

ci rning hitn i«, that he was An-
ther of two Pieces, which were,

both repvcfLntcd together, and

have pretty nearly jn co/jal De-
gree of Mcrir. They are en-

titled,

T. /lIlhJcvilM. F.

a. Folldus. T.
'i he firrt was adleJ by way of

an Entertainment added to the

fccond.—Neiihrr of them how-
ever were performed at a Theatre

Royal, or even by regular A(\or^y

but only by fome Gentlemen of

the Author's Acquaintance, for

their own Diverfion and the Gra-
tification of his Vanity, at a

Mice which in the Title Page is

called the private Theatre in St,

,4'i>jni Street, but this I imagine

to have been nothing more than

:ome School or Aflembiy Room

BU •

fitted up for the immediate 0?-
cafon of this Piny, and other

Rcprefentations of that Kind.
BucKHURST, Thomas Sa>.^'

i-i.'/e, Lord.—7'h"s noble AuthDr
who from a privats Cfntlcman
was before his Death ati^anccd to

a very high Rank both ir •-'!'>•

nour, Fame, and Fortune. wa3
Son of Richani Saclvr//<\ Efc^; of

Buckhu-j}, in the Parifh of //T-

tbian in SnjTcXy at whieh Place

or.r Author was born in the Year
I;; 36.—His Mother's Xime was
Winifred, the Dai»ghtcr of Sir

yoln Unices, fome I'imc Lrrd
Mayor of London. From hia

Childhood he was diflinjuilTicd

for aLivelincfs of Wit and Man-
linefs of Behaviour.—He rcciv-
ed the firft Part of his Univer-
fity Educition at Hart Jfj.V Ov-
f:rd, yet took no Degree iher?,

•ujt removed fo Carfhridgi", where
he did not rcfide lonr; ; but had
the Degree of Mafter of Arts ron-

fcircd on him.—He aftcrv.ardi

enrer'd himftlf a Gtudenv r.\ the

'i'emple, and at an early Time of
Life was called to the Bar.— F-fere

it was probably that his Fiicnd-

fliip and Intimacy commenc'd
with Mr. Ticmas Ncrt:r, in Con-
junction with whom he wrote a
Tragedy entitled,

Fernx and Pcrrfx, the two
Sons of GorbtduCf King of
Britain.

Which Mr. r. Cilier, in his

Life of this Nobleman, alFcrts,

tho' I think falfcly, to have hocn
the firft Scenes written in Vcrfo
in Engbrd, and which was after-

wards alter'd by his LordfMp, and
republiflied under th« Title of,'

Corboiluc. Trag.

This Piece in its original Fornj,

of which Mr. Norton wrote the
three firft A^s, and Mr. Stitk-

•vtlU the two laft wai performed

by the Gentlemen of the Inrttr

7fn.fh
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rV-J;/'.'.' AtJf'iiutal', bcfcre Qaccn

/V.i.j/'!.'i', en the i8th of Janua-

ry 1561. long before !Stak,fp,'aye

aiptar'j 0.1 the Static, and wi^cn

Mr. SM'k-'.i'lt v.as only in Lis

Iv.'eiity fixUi Year.

Ahhn' llic Sprijhtlincfs of

Mr. .'<;.•. HvAV's Genius bad thus

ir.jJuced him to dcJicatc fomc I'f

his Moms to Poetry and I*icj-

fu:o. yet fliftory wai his favorile

Sa dy, move cfpeclnl'y that of his

cv.n CoJutry, in Confe^ucncc of

M'.'.th" he h,id formed a Dc'i'jn

cf X KinJ of Fiographid illhjlnum

7'7•c^•.^•v, cr tl>e Livis of !ever.il

frut I'orfondjj.fS in Vo!l<:, cf

uliicli f mc fjccimcnsa'c junicd

in a Book fulhflicd in 1610.

<.ult(l rh ' lilirrcur if Mi.>gijlrat:if

tbcInJuQian to whieh is whory
h s, ah;l is jerhaps the t.vlit..^

Altc-.n^'t in alKg.irical Poetry

that M c luvc extant in our Lan

This D.fign however Mr.
SadtilU had not Lcifure or Op-
portunity to ptirfitc, for his grc.^t

/tbiliiits being diflinguIfheJ at

Court, he was called forih into

fuch a continu«d Connexion w.ih

public AfTairs, as left him no

Time for the Execution of any

cf his litvrarj Plans. In the 4th

and cth Yiars of Qncen AU-y
vc find his Name on the Parba-

nn-nt,uj L\ih ; and in ihc 5th of

Qvfcn r.'izairtt, Anno 1564,
vhin his Fatljcr was clcftcd

Knifht of the f«hire fct SuJ'ev,

hf was returned as ono of the

Mcrrlers for f'vch:r.^:^han:pire,—
Kot long after this howcv:.- he
vent abro.id to tr.wi'l, .ind wan

^italn'd for fomc Time Prlfoncr

»t Ritncy but his Liberty bcirg

f'.Kiir'd him, he ntnrn'd to

}''j!jr,J, to take PoiTe.''.ion ot a

M.\ lasgc InliciitaniC, w'lich by

hi^ F.uheKs D.ath in 15C6 v\Ai

d:\'dud to him.

B U
On hi-sRiturn he was knight-

ed in i^Cij, in the <;j^i:een's Pio-

fencc, by the Duke of Norf.J,
«nd at the fame 'lime prcmot d
to th„- Dijjnity of the Peerage by
the Title of Baron rurih-fj}.—
I-iis Lordlliip waj of fo profa ''e

a len^per that tlio' his Incon-.c

V.1S a very l.Trge one, yet his

FonJnefs of Magnificence and
lixpcnce would n.H permit him
to live within it, and f mc'imes
fL'-bjCvflcd him to confdcrablc In-

convenicncies.—Ti.e Queen's f c-

qacnt AJmofiitlons on this Sub-
j(.ft, hov-Lvsr, at length mafX:

f mc ImprciTicn on him, and in-

duced him to become more care-

ful of his /.ft air?.

In T573 Lis Royal Miflrtfs

fent him An-bufTaJor to C!.at!,s

IX. Kt.^ cf ]>\iuce, to crr..ra-

tv'.late thai Prince on his ^lar-

rl.'^e with the Em;'eror /fuxi-

v':/tin's Dai'^-hter, anl on ether

import int .\fi'airs j where be was
received and cn'ertained w th >M
th)fc !iot.ouri which were (hie to

his own Mc 't, and the Dijniiy

of bis Sovc t ['n.

In J57.*r we find his Name
menlionud as one of the Peers

wiio fat on the Tilal oi Th rrjt

L'ctv.irJ, Ui'ke of Ni'-folk, who
was LOii.!unMKd and eretnled fur

be'.ng lanctrptd in a I'lo; trr ic-

cov.ring the l.itcity of Ifaty

Queen cf Sats, at whiih 'I'im'i

he was alfo in thr. I'nvy -Coun(.il,

he was norinatcd one of tht:

CommilTionirs for the Trial of
that unhandy Qurcn herftif, ani
tho' it dois r\' t appear thit he
was pvtfjnt .at lur Co 'dcmna-

tion at I ethfrin r,r CaOlc, \e; af-

t.T the Cunr.rrra.H 1. of h-'r Sen-

t'.-n c he was th** Fcrfon trade

Choic- of on Account ot his Ad-
drcfs and Tcndeinef"; 0! Difpof.-

ti'^n to bear th: ur.h.ij pj lidinji

I
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to hrr, and f. c the Deuee p'U in

£xe*.u'i.ion.

in 1567 he went Ambafiador
to the Statcs-Gciicral, to accom-

mod.Ue DiHerences in Regard to

feme Renjuiifh.ances they had

made againft the Conduft of t!.c

Earl of Lcicifier.—This Com-
miflion he executed with the ut-

Bioll Fidelity and Honour, yet

by it he incurt'd tiie Difplccfurc

of Lord BurUig!\ whole InHucnc;;

with the Queen occafioned him
not only to be retailed, bat

confined to his Houfe for nine

Months.—On the Death of Lord

Lticejltr however, his Intereft at

Court was renew'd
J
he was made

Knight of the Garter, was one

of the Peers who fat on the 1 rial

of the Earl oi Arundd, ,and was
joined with Lord Burleigh in the

promoting a Peace with Spain
j

in Confcquence of which a Trea-
ty was renewed with the States-

General, which, as Lord Bur-

high then lay fick,wa3 negotiated

Iblely by Lord JStt<:*£)«r/? } wheie-
by the Queen, befides other Ad-
vantages, was eafed of a Charge

. of at Icaft 120,000 /. per Annum
j

v.hich} according to the Value of
MoTi'-y then, rras not much kfs

than equal to half a Million
cow.
On Dec. 17th 1591, lie was,

in Confcquence of Itveral Letters

from the C^ecn in iiis ravour,

tte^ed Chancellor of the Uni-
iKJrfity oi Oxford, in Oppofition to

the Earl of Lffxy and incorpo.

xatcd Msd'" of Alt';; and <mi

Lord Burleigh' <-, Oe^th tlic (^cn
as a juft Re wjri for his Merits,

for the Service hf had done hiS

C!ountry, atui the v.ilt Sums he
had expended, was pleafcd to con-

flitutc liim Lord Hiijh Trea-
surer.

In the fuccccdins! Year he was
joia'd in a Comraii]:ofi wuh 3ir

B U
*TUmai Egcrton and Lord EJfex for

negotiating Affaiis with the Se-

natc ui" Dcnnuirk.—When the iall

narncd Noblcmarl and his Fadion
^ilpcricd Libels againll. the Quctn
concerning the Afiairs oi InUuid,

Lord Buckburjl engaged in her

Majefty's ViridicJticn, and when
at laft thjt po.";r, mil'guided, rafh,

ujih,;ppy Fi'.crlte was, with hi;

Friend Souil.a:n^ioti, brought to

Trial, this Nobleman was con-

ftitutcd Lord High Steward on
the Occafion.

After the Death of the Qi^ecn,

her Succeflbr K'ln^ "Jamt: I. who
had the higheft Senfe of his Ser-

vices and great Abilities, even
before his Arrival in England, re.

newed his Patent for Life as Lord
High Treafurer, and in the en-

fuing Year created him Earl of

Dorfet, and appointed him one of

the Commiflioners for executing
the Office of Earl Marflial.

He did not however very long

enjoy thefe additional Honours,
for on ibe 19th of ^/r// 1608,
he died fuddenly, at the Council

Table pyhitehall, and on the 26th
of May follywir-s v.'ss Interr'd

with gieat Solemnity at Pl'tjimin-

Jier Abbey, his Funeral Sermon
being picachcd by the famous Dr.
Abbot, at that Time his Chaplain,

but afterwards Archbifliop of Ciw-
tcrbitry.

The Suddcnnefs of his Dea,th

afTorded i'ome little Grounds for

Ciinjedurc and Sufpicion, but

thnfe were immcdiatelv put a

Stop to, when on opening his

Head, th'; Caiife of his Dcccnfe
was found to be a HfdrQccjdulas^

or little Riigs c;f Water coikil,ed

about the Brain, whieh by tliis

fuJden bur.linp mud iiercfiarjly

occafion tht Catal^rophe that tol-

I'jwed.

His Chandler as a Statcfman

and a Maa we accU not «xpa:ii^;r<.

\\ \,
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tn, a? tfie Chronicle* of our own
K.irion.il AfiaiiS during his Time
nic ail laviflj in his Praife.—As
a Writtr, in \vhich Light how-

ever it is probibk he would hisve

i];one with Aiprrior Brilliance,

h.id not Matters of nnich more

n.atcrial Importance flopped his

I'en, we have but ftw Rtmains

h'tj y^^t concerning what \ve

luv', I cannot better guide the

J
iJgmcnt of our Readers with

nl'pcrt to them, than by repeat-

ing tiie Charai^cr given of his

Ccriciluc, by that elegant Writer

a;iJ acknovvledscd Judge of Lite-

rature, Sir Pli/.'p •S'/V/a-.j.—'* It

*' if," Aiys he, " full of llatc-

*' ly S;iecchcs , well -founding
•' i'hvafv.'S, clinibi! g tothe Height
" of .SVAv.a's Stile, and us full of
•' notr.blc Morality, which it doth
" noft delightfully teach, and fo

*' obtain the very End of Po-
" ctry."

Ficm thir great P.Tan i? lineally

del* iT.dv-d his Grace the prcfcrt

Duke of Dorfrt, whofe great Abi-
!itic:, c: wlII a: ihcfc cf his in-

tt-rmcdi-.te Anceftry, all rf whom
l.nvc been eminent for fhiirp.rcat

Virtues, exiracrdi-^ary Talents,

:.nd til' ir Patrcraje tf polite 1,:-

terature, bcfpeak him the pcnu-
inc OlTspring of our illuftrious

Wood f.iys, he v'ns burU:d r.t

1i'iti<iam ab JVC-mentioned, but is

uinicr a rnillaJic.

R L c K r N c H A M , fohn Skrf-
fid,i, Duke cf.-This" ^-cat No-
bleman, whole Char.',ftcr wr.s

conlpiv. >iis in the Ajc h? lived

i'l, in the fever:.! C:pac!ti:s cfa
Soldier, a Stattfm.i.i and a Wri-
te-r, was born in the Veer 16}.^.

—At nine ¥• arn cf Age he loll

his Father, and his Mother mar-
rying again fion after, the Care
«f his Educ;-."' )n war leftentirdy
to thcGoftJ uiit yf 2 Cvjvc»nur,'.N be.
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tho' i -iriJf a Man Df Learning,
had r,i that happy M.mr.tr cf
ccmmur.ic.i'i.i? lis Kncwledfe,
V. hereby his i'upii cculd reap any
great In^} rovjr. cnt ur.c'ci h in.—
In ConAc^mnce cf whiih, \\\\^n
he came te part from ii;s Covcr-
ror, aflcr h.sving travelled wirh
him into Iukcc, ht quickly dif-

covei'd in xlvi Couifc cf his Con-
vcifation with Men cf Genius,
that tho' he had acquired the po-
liter Accomplishments of a Gen-
tleman, yet that he was ftill greatly

deficient in every Part of Litera-
ture, and ihofe higher Excellen-
cies, without which it is impcf-
fble to rife to any confidcrablc

Degree of Eminence.
Piqued at this Rtfle^fUon, and

refclved by his own Application
to make Amends for the Fault
of his Governor, and rccal the
Time he had loft, he determin-
ed, tho' in the Height of yciiih-

ful Blood, and in PofTcflicn cf an
ample Fortune, two frong Al-
lurement! to Uiflipaticn, to lay
a Reflraint on his Appetites r.rj

P.ilT.cnr;, and deJicatj f,;r feme
'i imc a certain Number cf Hou:.^
every Day to .'jtudy. By this

Mo:ins he made an amaring Pro-
prcfj, F.nd ver; foon .'(c,uir'd a
Degree of Learning, whieh very
ji.njy cr.titled him to the Cha-
racter he ever ;iftpr maintained,
cf a very jin.c Scho'r.r.

Kr.'t ccntenlcd hij'.vcvrr with
tliir Actjiifitioij, but as eager in

the Purfuit of Mr.itirl ;'s of Li-
terary Glory,, he rg,ain cbtaind
a Mafte ry ovt r cv( n tlie moft ir-

i.aHabk cf ill the Hair.ons, and
tho' a..e,agcd in an Attachment
cf love to a Lady. Ly whom,
from his own Account, he n,ct

with an equal Return of AHic-
tiou, \er even ihis Tiriould not
keep 1 im .t Home, vhin the

Call, of Honcur fuiamcn'd hioa

£ D i i alrcaa.
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abroad.——In fhort, he enter'd

himfelf a Volunteer with the

Earl of OJfory, in the fecond

Dutch War, and was prefent in

that famous and bloody Naval
Engagement at Holdbay, where the

Duke of York, afterwards Jama
II. con-imandcd as Admiral.
And tho' this was at a Time of
Life when moft young Gentle-

men are fcarcely out of the Hands
of their Dancing Matters, our

youthful Hero exerted fo much
tJallantry of Behaviour, that he
was immediately appointed Com-
mander of the Royal Catharine, a

fecond Rate Man of War.
After this our Author made a

Campaign in the French Service,

and when Tangier was in Danger
of being taken by the Moors, he
was, in Confequcnce of his own
Offer to head the Forces which
were to defend it, appointed

Commander of them.—He was
then Earl of Mulgrave, one of

the Lords of the Bod-Chamber to

King Charlts II. and had been,

tn the 28th of M.iy 1674, in-

ftalle.d Knight of the Garter.

—

But now a moft wicked Machi-
nation againft his Life was con-

certed at Court, in which the

King himfelf has been fufpeftcd

to have aded a very principal

Part, and for which Hiftorians

aflifn different Caufes.—Some of

the Writers have imagined that

the King had difcovcred an In-

trigue between Lord Mulgrave
«nd one of )>is own Miftrelfes,

and was thcrefoic determined to

put his Rival out of the Way at

any Rate.—But Mrs. Manlcy, in

her Atafantis, and Mr. Beyer in

his Hiftoiy of Queen j4m:e, attri-

butes it to the Uifcoveiy of cer-

tain Overturcb towards Marriage,

which this Nobleman was buM
enough to make to the Princefs

Ainc, and which Ae herfcif

B U
-feem'd not inclinable to d>fcou-

'

rage.

Ee the Caufe what it wouU', I

however, it is apparent that It

was intended 'Lord Mti/gravil

fliould be loft in the Paflage
j ,a

Veflel being provided to carry hiHi I

over, which had been lent Home!
as unferviceable, and was in foj

ftiatter'd a Condition, that the!

Captain of her declar'd he wasj

afraid to make the Voyage —On I

this his Lord/hip applied not onM
to the Lord High Admiral, by:}

to the King himfelf.—ThcfcRe.j
monftrances, however, were in I

vain
J
no Redrefs was to be had,

I

and the Earl, who favv the '] rspl

laid for him by his Enemies, w_,l

compelled to throvi' himfelf iniJ

almoft inevitable Danger, to ?-[

void the Imputatioa of Cowar-f

dice, which of all othe/s he hiil

the grealeft Deteibtion of.—Hcl

however difTuaded feveral VolunJ
teers of Quality from accompany-

ing him in the Expedition j oniyi

the Earl of Plymouth, the King':!

natural Son, picjucd himfelf e;i|

running the fame Hazard wirh :|

Man, who, in fpite of the il!|

Treatment he met with from tki

Miniftry, could fo valiantly bravtl

every Danger in the Service oil

bis Father.

ProvideiKC, however, dcfpatcil

this malicious Scheme, by givir.i

them remarkably fine Weathcil

thro' tlic whole Voyage, wbiul
lafted three Weeks, at the TcrT

mination of which, by the AflilH

ance of pumping the whole Tim;

to difcharge the Water, whicri

leaked in very faft, they airivedl

fafe at Tangier. And perhapil

there cannot be a more ftrikinfj

Infta -re of innate Firmnefs and^

Magn..Dimity than in the Beha*)

viour of this Nobleman durin|[

the Voyage.~-For though he wi

fulijf convinced of the bout^

dangeH
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lJ3.irkgc« they were in, yet WK his fulled by the Populace at F^wr.

MinJ io '^'''"^ **"'' uudifturbed, Jhum in ATfw/.

that he cvt-n indulged his Faflion

for iheMufes amidft the Tumults

of the tctnp«iiluous Elements, and

(luriiig this Voyage, compos'd a

Poem, vihich is to be met v-ith

among his other V/orks.
_

The Conlcquencc of this Expe-

jJition was the Retreat of the

Mcsrs, and the blowing up of

•Tave^i^r. On his Return, the

King becoming appeafed, and the

Earl forgetting the ill Offices

done him, a rr.utual Rcconcilia-

ti. n eni'iicd, and he enjoyed his

M.iiefty's Favour to the laih

Turing the Ihort Reign of

King JatKcs II. he held feveral

confidcrable ToftE, particularly

that of Governor of //a//, in

which he fucceeded the degraded

D'jk.e of Mt^mtoiuh, and the high

Office of Lord Chamberlain,

which, altho' latterly that Mo-
narch grew cooler towards him
on Account of the zealous and

boncft Reraonfti'anccs he t're-

the Hevolution was
about, Lord Mulgrave

When
brought

was guilty of no mean Compli-
ances to King fr'illium, and tho'

he voted and gave his Rcafon*?

flrongly in Parliament for iJic

Prince of Grangers being pro-

claimed King, together wiih the

Priticefs his Wife, and aft^iv^aius

went to Court to pay liis Ad-
drc-fTcs, where he was very gia-

tinufiy received, yet he accepted

of no Ptft under that Govern-
ment till iome Years affcrvv;.r4!s.

In the latter Pait of King //";7-

//tjCT's Reign, howe er, he en-

joyed feveral high Offices, and on
the Acceflion of Queen /^nr.fy

that Princcfs, who had ever had

a great Rei^ard for him, loaded

him with Employments and Dig-

nities.—In ^pril 1702, he was
fworn Lord Privy Seal, made Lord

Lieutenant and CuftosRotuloruirj

for the North Riding of Toik-

jhire^ and one of the Goveraoia

quently made tc him again ft thofe cf the Charter boufe, and the fame

Mcafures by which he afterwards Year w as appointed one of the

loft the Crown, yet he did not

think proper to take from him.

—His Lordfliip was no Friend to,

cr Promoter of, the Revolution
j

Cgmmifiioners to treat of an U-
nion between England and Sc</t'

lurJ.— On the 9th of March,

1701, he was created Duke of

and when King 'James, in Oppo- Normanhy (of which be bad been

fition to thaX Nobleman's Advice

and that of others of his Friends,

did quit the Kingdom, he ap-

pears to have been one of the

Lords who wrote iuch Letters to

the Fleet, the Army and all the

coDf)derai?ie Carrifons in Eng-

land, as perfuaded them to comi-

Que in proper Order and Subjec-

tion.—I'o his Humanity, Direc-

tion and fpirited Bchavi«'ur in

Council alfo, his Majefty flood

indebted for the Prote£lion he

obtained from the Lords in /.on-

made Marquis by King H'iUiam)

and on the 19th of the fanoe

Month Duke of Buckirglam.

In the Year 1712, the Whig
Miniftry beginning to giveGround,

and his Grace, who was ftrongly

attached to Tory Principles, join-

ed with Mr. liarley, afterwards

Earl oi" Oxford, in fuch Mcafures

as biougbt about a Change in the

Miniftry, fliook the Power of the

Duke and Dutthefs of Marlbo^

rough, and introduced Mr. Har/cy,

the Earl of isknivjbury. Lord i/«-

don^ u{)oahis b«ingf«ii'dtfiulia« linghrokf 4cc, inttt the Admini-

fttatiaiK
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ftrntlon.—Her Mnjefiy kow of-

fcr'd 10 make him Chancellor,

vhich he refiifed, but in 171 x,

vas aiipolnted Steward of her

Miij<'fly'5 Houfliold, and I'rcfidcnt

of the Council, and on her De-

ceafe in 171 3, v.'as nominated

one of th Lords Juftices in Great

Kritair:, till the Arrival of King

Gec'i^i I. from Ilancve/'.

His Grace died on the 24th of

yebrt.ary 17 20, in the 75th Ye.u-

cf his Age, and aUer lying in

State for fome Days at Buchtigl ar.i

Houfe, Nvas interred with great

Solemnity in Wejimivjlir-Abbiyy

where a hi'ndfome Monument has

fince been cre6>ed to his Memory,

with an Epitaph written by him-

felf, and dircdcd by his Will ta

be engraved on it.—He left only

one legitimate Son behind him,

named Edmund, but that young

Nobleman dying in the very Bloom

of Youth, with hinT the Titles

of the Shiffichl Family expired.

His Grace's Valour was en

many Occafions fiifficiently pro-

ved, nor were his other Abiliii«s

confined to Lettei"S only, and the

Encouragement of Learnina:, for

by the Accounts given of him by

all his Biographers, he appears to

have been a moft accompliflitd

Noblemar>, whether we view hirn

in the Light cf an excellent Poet,

a flfining Orator, a- polite Cour-

tier, or a confummatcStatcfiran.

—-But as Talents {0 ftiperior, r.nd

a Diffiofition fo enterprizing as

the Duke of Buckingham'' z never

fail to excite Envy and Malevo-

lence) it is not to be v.ondei'd at

that his Charadter fliould have

been attacked With Severity by

fome of hisEncir.ies.—1 he prin-

cipal Faults ihcy have laid to his

Charge arc Avaticc, Pride nnd

lU-NdVurt'.—^As tothc firft, every

one who is in the Icafl acquaint«.'d

B U
perfc(f\ly convinced that Cov?-
toufjiefs is abfolutcly incompati-
ble with Indolence, and yet it is

veil known that his Grace loft

vei7 confiderably for a C- v.t(z ot

forty Years together, from his

net taking the i'ains to vifit thc-fe

r.f>ates he pofleficd at fome UA-
tance from Lor.dcr..—And as to

tlie latter Part of the Accufatio-i,

thofe who were moft intima;i:

with him have dcchr'd him to be

of a tender compafiionate Difpo-
fition.—He-is indeed allowed to

have been falhonats, but when
his Rage fubilded, his Concern
for having given VVay to that In-
firmity, ever tcftified itfcJf in pe-

culiar Ads of Kindncfs and Be-
neficence tovwards thofe on whom
his PafTion had vented itfelf^—

Kr. intrepid Magnanimity and
F'erfeverance in whatever he un-
dertook, feems to have been hij

ftrongsft Charaderiftic, and aU
tho' a natural Gaiety of D^fpofi-

tion, back'd by Affluence of For-
tune, led him'into fome Acfls of
Libertinifm in hi? Ycuth, cfpt-

cially with Regard to the F;nr
Sex, which in the latter Part of
his Life he frequently exprcfled

Concern for, yet over his Paf-
f ons he feem? to have had the
ftronieil Comirand , whenever
Motives of greater Importnrcc
Called on him to lay a Rcftraint

upon them.
With Refpe-^ to Genius and

thofe Talciits which wc" adapt-
ed to the polite Attr, iris evident

from his Works that he pofieflld

them in an eminent Dagrce,——
He v.as perhaps one of the moft
elegant Profe Writers of his

Time, and is i«ferior to few even
in the fublime Fli<',hts of Pcctry.

—He has left luhind him two
dramutir Pieces, which, th .igh

ncvtr urted,. were intended ft»r

the Suge, and to be performed

afieii

\ ^
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latter the Manner of the An-
lcu;nts, with irnulical Chorofles

jb^tvvcen :hc Adli. They are

botli taken from , the Tragedy of

yju.'iusCafar, .<s written by S/bake-

\pcan',hut great Alterations made
]iii then by our Author, The
[Titles of them aie,

Thi Death c/' Marcus Bru-
,ivs. Trag.

Julius C-ssar. Trag.

Buckingham, George VU-
L;;'ri, Duke of.—This ingenious

jand witty Nobleman, whole
-liiigled Chaiatier rcnder'd him

VxK once the Ornament aid Dif-

jgrace, the Envy and Ridicule of
Ithe Court he lived in, was Son
{to that famous Statefman and Fa-
[vourite of King Charles I. who
I led his Life by the Hands of
Lieufenant Felton.—Our Author

Iwas born at H'alltngford Hotife,

lin the Pariih of St, Martins in

Ithe Fields, on the 30th of Jan.
116x7, which being but the Year
[before the fatal Cataftrophe of
[his Father's Death, the young
puke was left a perfed' Infant

j

la Circumftance which is fre-

quently prejudicial to the Morals

I

of Men born to high Rank and
Affluence of Fortune. The

learly Parts of his Education he
received from various domeftic
[Tutors, after which he was fent

I

to the Uuivertity of Cambridge,

j

wherehaving coinpJcated a Courfe
\o\ Studies, lie, with his Brother
Lord Francis, went abroad, un-
der the Care of ojie Mr. Aykfbu-
ry upon his Return, which
WIS not till after the breakuiji
o'jt of the Civil Wurs, the King
bting at Oxford, his Grace tc-
psirM thither, was prefcntfd to
•his Majcfty, and entered of Lbrijl

C6«n-^ College.—Upon the De-
clin-j of the King's Ciuie, he at-
tended Prince C6<W« into .bVor-

Vn'-'d. and was with ,hini ^t the

BattJe of Worccjier in i6'5l, ^I'tcr

which, ma,king his Eicape be-

yond Sea, he again joined him,
and was foon after, as a Rcw^ard

for this Attachment, made Knight
of the Garter.

Dcfirous, however, of retriev-

ing his Affairs, h-j came pri-

vately to England, and in 1^57
married Mary, the Daughter £ud

fole Kcircfs of Ttomai Lord Fair-

fax, thro' whofe Intertft i.e re-

covcr'd the greatelt Part of the

Eftate he had loft, and the Affu-

ranee of fucteeding to an Accu-
mulation of Wealth in the Right
of his VVife,

We do not find however that

.

this Step loft him the Royal Fa-

vour, for, after the Reftoration,

at which Time he is faij to have

pofljfs'd an Eftate of twefity

thoufand Pounds per Annunif .he

was made one of the Lods of the

Bed-Chamber, called to the Pri-

vy Council, and appointcu Lr>rA

Lieutenant of Torkfljire, and Mtif-

ter of 'h? Hone.—All thtfc hij!!

Pofts however he loft again in
the Year 1666.—For having been
refus'd the Poft of Prcfident of
the North, he became difaffedted

to the King, and it was difcoysr-

ed that he h-id carried on a fec^et

Correfpondence by Letters and o-
ther Tranfaftions with one Dr.
Heyuhn (a Man of no Kind .of

Conlsquencc, but well fitted to

be made the Implement. of any
Kind of Bufinefs) tending to raife

Mutinies among his Majefty's

Forcrs, particularly in the NaVy,
to iVir up Sedition among the

People, and even to in^agc Per-

fons in a Confjivacv fjr the feiz»

ing the Totver oi" Ljtnht,—Nav,
to fuch bafo Lcrvgths had he pro-

ceeded, as even to havi j»ivti:

Money to Villains to put on
Jackets, and, perfonating Seaman,
to go about the Country be^gittg,

n
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»nd exclaiming for V/ant of Pay,
vhile the People oppicfs'd with
U'axcs were cheated of their JPvIo-

ticy by the great Officers of the

Crown,—Mailers were ripe for

Exccntion, and ?.n Infurrtdlion,

at the Hciid of which the Duke
vas openly to have appc-.i-'d, on
thcvciy Eveof breaking out^when
it was difcovcrd by Means of

feme Afcnts v\hom Ucydon had
employed to cairy I-cttcrs to the

Duke.—'Ihe Detidion of this

AfT. r fo txafperatc'd ihe King,
V. ho knew I uiHr^lain io be ca-

pable of the blacked Defigns. that

he immcd!;;te!yoidcr'd him to be

feiz'd, l.iit the Duke f!nding

Mean?, havine deft nded Lis Hcute
foi forre'J irre by Force^ to rpake
his Eft ape, h.s M<'jtfty ftriuk

him cut ct all hjs Con;miirions,

and in"o(d out a Prcc'arnalicn,

teqiiirinii; his Surrende. by a cer-

tain Dav.

This Storm, however, did not

long hang over his Head j for on
his making an humble Submif-
fion. King Charles, who was far

from being of an implacable

Temper, took him aga n into

Favrur, and the very nexi Year
reftor'd him both to the Privy-

C'.'uncil and Bed-Chambcr.—But
the Duke's Difpcfition for In-

trigue and Machination could not

lonp. He idle, for havirg conceiv-

ed a Rerentm.;,nt againft the Duke
of OiKicr.d, for havijig adled with

fome Severity a^ainrt him in Re-
gard to the laft -mentioned Af-
fair, he, in 1670, was fuppofcd

to be concerned in an Attempt
made on that Nobleman's Life by

the fame Bh'.dy who afterwards

endeavour'd to fti.al the Crown.
—Their Defign was to have con-

veye4 the Duke to Tyburn, and

there have hanged him j and (o

far did they proceed towards the

|)utUngitin£xe^uiioP| thai i)kod

B U
Si'id his Son had afluah'y fcrcj

the Duke out of his Coach injl

'James's Street, and carried h.d

away beyond Dcvcjhire Hci'

Piicidil'y, before he was ief>.w3

from them.
Thnt there muft have been;:i

flrongell Rc.fons for fufptct;:

the Duke cf Bucking/ am of ha,]

:ng btcri r. Party in this vill:irj

cus i'rc'ie:'.^, is apparent from,

Story IAt, Carte relates from t;.;^

bcft Ai.lhority in his Life of ri4

Di.kc of Onncfidy of the puHJ
Rcfentment and cpcn Mtnaji
th.-own out to the Duke on thf

Oci alien, hy the Eatl of Ojji

the Duke of OrmcrM'^ Son, tv;

in tie Prefence of the Ring hi.-riJ

fcH.—Eut as Ckarkill likerrd

olhcr Men, was mere fcnfiblec

Injuries d(.ne to himfelf thnn(

thtrs," it docs not apf ear, that thi|

Tranfadtion huit the Duke's h
tcrtft at Court, for in 1671 1

was inftalled Chancellor of tr

Ifniveifity of Catahidge, and fcj

Ambafl'ador to T<rar.ce\ where M
was very nobly entertained fcil

Lezvii XIV. and prefented l|

that Monarch at his Departurt

with a Sword and Belt fet wiJ

Jewels, to the Value of fonl

thoufiind Piftcles ; and the w\
Year he was tnnployed in z iV

ccnd Embaffy to th^.t King !'|

rV/vdV. —-—However, in Jun'

1674, he refigncd the Chanrtij

lorfliip of CcimiridgSy z.iA tbc'J'l

the fame Time becume a zcalor.:|

Partizan and Favourer cf tL;

Nonconfcrmifh. — On the lu;!'!

of Feb, 1676, his Cra:e, w;'

the Earh of Sdi/hiiry and Wii/^i'l

hury and Lord fVharUn, wc;l

comnr.itted to the Toiver by Or-f

cer of the Houfe of Lords, fortl

Contempt, in rcfufing to retraill

the Purport of a Speech whidl

the Du,ke had made concerning i|

Difloluuon of the Parlia.iicnt.

•II
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Is Conrmrmf nt dil not, I fup-

t, h'tlnrp, yrt I find no ma-
Tr.inr.iflions of this Nablc-

:, Life iTCorJi'd after it, till

Time of his Death, whidi

[prncd on the l6lh of yV/r//

-/rev/ tills Hi that he died

|hii FIou'c in l\rk/bire
; hut

r»/><', who m«ft certainly

^c had vcn' good Information,

it is to be imagined would

have dared to aJvnrice an in-

Jo'i; Fiihhood of a Perfon of

Rink, has, in his Epiftle to

•li Bathirjf, given us a moft

[(fting Account of the Death of

ill-ftair'd NoMcman, who,

cr havinn; hccn Matter of near

thoiifiiu! Pound'j/'iT /tnnum,

defcribcs us reduced to the

\fcii Diihefs hy his Vice and

tr:;vn2anre, nnd breathing his

Moments in a mc n Apart-

|nt at an Inn.—Rs this parti-

|.u- Circuraftance, however, as

ir;ll, it is certain that he had

fatly reduced his Fortune before

Death, aiul that his nat>iral

r;i fiT Gall'.ntry and Dillipa-

|n, encouraged and fnppoited

the Fashion of tha Age, and

Coantcnancc that Vice of all

\r.h met with at Court, threw

ra into Expcnces that would
jve been, as ShaWfpi'are fays,

Xcmugh topnfs a Royal ALrchant

JAs to his pcrfonal Charafter,

[is impolTible to '"ly any Thing
it's Vindication, for tho' his

verell Enemies acknowledge
Im to have poHcAM great Vi-
Icity and a Qnickncfs of Prrts

cnliarly adapted to the Pucpofes

Ridicule, yet his warmelt Ad-
bca'es have never attributed to

rn a fingle Virtue.—His Gcnc-
[fity was Profufencfs, his Wit
Ii!cvo!encc, the Gratification of

\i PuHioas his fole Aim throu^^h

B tr

l.'fe, !/is very Tak-rts Caprlc'?^

and even his Ga'lantrv (he Tr.^-Lt

hmc oi PlcafuiJ.— D:;". it ij im-
polTible to daw his CharncLf
with equal B^mty, or with njoie

Juf^icc than in th.-.t given of him
by DryJc-n, in bis.'?'|/I./.wnnd /li'.:'-

tc/he/, unicT the Name of Ziriri^

which is too well known to ati-

thorize my inferting it hcte, snd
to which therefore I fhall refer

my Readcis.

How greatly is it to be lament-
ed that fuch Abilities fhould havj
been fo fliamcfuily mifapplicd.—

•

For to fum up his Chariftci at

once, if \\2 appears inferior to

his Father as a Statefman, ha
was certainly fupcrior to hiirj ai a
Wit, and wanted only Applica-

tion and Steadinefs to have made
as confpicuouj a Figure in the

Senate and the Cabinet as he did

in the Drawing-Room.—Burhis^
Love of Pleafure was fo immo-
derate, and his Eagcrnefs in the

Purfuitof it fo ungovernable, that

they were perpetual Bars againft

the Execution of even any Plaa

he might hav; formed folid or
'

praife-worthy.—In Confcquenc<!

of which, with the PofiTeffion of
a Fortune that might have ennbleil

him to render himfelf an Object

of almoft Adoration, we do not

find him on Record for any one
deljprvedly generous Aelion. •

As he had liv'd a Profligate, he
died a Bpgt^ar, and as he had
raifed no Friend in his Life, he
found none to lament him at his

Death.

As a Writer, however, he
ftands in a quite different Point

of View.—There we fee the Wit
and forget the Lihertine. ••• Hi»
Poems, which indeed are not
very numerous, are capital in

their Kind, but what will im-
xrortalizc lus Memory while Lan-

T |uage
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gur.|[C fli.iH be undcrflooJ, or true

Wit reliibcd, is liis celebrated

Comedy of

The Rchfar'al.

A Comedy, which is fo perfeft

a Maftcr-Piece in it's Way, and

(o truly an Oiiginal, that not-

witjiftanding it's prodigious Suc-

ccfs, 'Cven theT;i/k of Imitation,

which moft Kinds of Excellence

hav« excited inferior Geniuffes to

undertake, has appear'd as too

arduous to be attempted with Re-

gard to this, which through an

whole Century ftill ftands alone*,

notw'ilhftanijing that the very

Plays it was written cxprefsly to

ridicule are forgotten, and the

Tafte it was meant to cxpofe to-

tally exploded, and altho' many
other Pieces as abfurd and a

Tafte as deprav'd have fince at

Times fprung up, which might

have afforded ample Materials in

the Hands of an equal Artificer,

There is alfo another Play

pubiillied under the Duke's Name,
called,

The Chances. Com.
This however is no more than

a profeflcd Alteration of the Co-

medy of the fame Name, written

by Beaumont and Fletcher.

Bullock, Mr. Chriftopber.—

This Author was a Player by Pro-

fcflionj and the Son of Mr. Wm.
BulUck, whom wc find to have

flood in very good Eftimation in

his theatricsl Capacity, ror was
this Son of his by any Means de-

ficient in Point of Merit as an

A£lor.——At what Place, or in

•what Year our Author was born;

I have not been able to trace.—

He became joint Manager with

Mr* Keene, and another Adlor,

of the Theatre in Lincoln^-Inn-

F/fA/j.——In the Year 1717 he
married a natural Daughter of

that great Performer Mr. JViikif

ky Mi%, Rcgers the Aftrcfs,—

—

B U
This Lady was bred up to thf

5iMge, but altho', from the Au-
vantage of an agreeable Figun,
{he pleas'd tolerably well in fe-

veial dramatic CharaflerF, yci ftc

WHS far from inheriting the ca.

pital Werit of either her father

or Mother.

—

Mr. Bullock died in

1724, not much advanced ia

Life, for Mr. Chetzuood, who
muft have pcrfonally known him,

fays he was then only in the RoaJ
to Excellence.—He had a great

Deal of natural Sprightlincfs,

which was of Advantage to him
on the Stage, he performing for

the moft Part the fame Caft of

Charaders at the one Houfc that

Mr. Colley Cibher fupportcd at the

other, which were the Fops, pert

Gentlemen, fcfc. in which Live-

linefs and Eafe arc moft eflentially

ntccfliiry.

The dramatic Pieces Mr. Bul-

lock left behind him were fix in

Number, and ve as follows,

1. Adventures of half an Hour,

Farce.

2. Coiler of Pref}on. F.

3. Perjuror. F.

4. Slij?. F.

5. ffman's a Riddle. C.

6. H'oman^s Revenge. C.
As to the Comedy of ffcman's

a Riddle, he has been accufcd ut

fome unfair Dealing about it,

with Regard to Mr. Savage • but

that is a Point I ftiall endeavour

more fully to explain when we
come to the Life of that Gentle-

mia.
RuRKHEAD, Mr. //--wry.—

—

This Gentleman was a Merchant
of BriJJol, and lived in the Reign

of King Charks I.—He fcems to

have been a Man of ftrong Party

Principles^ and wrote a Play

whicK was never a^edy nor pro-

bably 'even intended fo to be, en-

titlcdk

Cc/fl'i Fury, Trag.

The
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B U
tv. Subjeft of it being the

Ir.jo RcL:!ion, which broke out

mO'iol'tr 1641. In it he has

tharaacrizcd all the principal

IVifons concerned in the Affairs

of th.it Time, under feign'd

Ifitncs.—And even the fecond

Title to the Piece, viz. Litenda^

Mifcry, is cxpreflive of the Sub-

jcdi aimed at, Lirendm being no Letters, from the Date, or fronn

r.orc than an Anagram (which any other Circumftance belonging

was a Kind of Quibble then much to his Piece, attribute it to any

in Vogue) formed from the Let- known Author.

CI J.—Thefe two Letters ar«

J • prefixed to a Comedy, en*
titled,

The Ttvo Merry Milkmaids. C.
but I cannot, either from thcfc

ters which compofc the Name of

Irdiind.

BuRNABY, Cbarki, Efq;—

—

This Gentleman had a liberal

I

Education, having been bred up

at the Univerfity, and afterwards

Icnter'd a Member of the Inner

C. R.—Thefe Letters ftand in

the Title Page to a Tranflatioii

of a ItOtin Play, written by /?,

Rugglesy entitled.

Ignoramus. C.

tranflated hy R. C. who Is there

faid to have been fome Time
[Icmp'.c,——He wrote four Plays, Mafter of Arts in Magdakn Col-

fhc Names of which are as fol- lege in Oxford, and which Letters

I
low,

I. The Ladles FiJItirg Day, C.

a, 7-w« betray''d. C.

«. The MoJiJb Hufband. C.

4. The Reformed JVife, C.

Burn EL, Henry, Efq;—All I

|cin gather in Regard to this Gen-
tkman it, that he was a Native

let htlandf and wrote a P'ay,

Iwhith was ad\cd with Applaufe

|at the Theatre in Dub/in, called,

Landcartha. T. C.

It appears that he had before

this made an Attempt in the

jramatic Way, which had mif-

carried, but what the Name of

that form r PL/ was I cannot

Irjce, nor is it at all improbable
It might never make its

Appearance in Print.

Bush, Amyai^ Efq;—Of this

Coxeter in a MS. Note explains ti>

lland for Robert Codrirgton.

The "Writers however have
made a flrange Jumble of Errors

in Rcga-d to this Tranflator and
>he Author of an hiftorical Play
called,

Alphomsus, King tfAn-agon.

,

Latigbaine and Gi/don having e-

qually run into the Error of at-

cribing both thefe Plays to the
fame Author, with this only Dif-
ference, that the firft has liiftin-

guiOied his Name by the Lett rs

R. C. and the latter by tho.j of

R. C— But as the Date of Pub-
lication of thefe two Pieces i^^as a

Difference of upwards of fixty

Ycarj /ilpkorfui being publiflied

in 1599, and Ignoramus not till

662, it is not very probable theyIt302,

cntlcman I know nothing more fliould both be the Work of one
han the finding his Name in the Perlof\.—- 1 have therefore thought
lonthly Lifts of Publication as it moft rcalbnable to follow the
tne

I);

Author of one d''niatic

leu', r.( 1 believe irxt«ti<^ ir

I'f Stagf, entitled,

5>ocRATA>, Dram, i'otm.

The

Authority of Lavgbair.e, as ex-

plained by Cn.xeter, fur the Tranf-
1. v;f the latter

J
and that of

Oi-'d^' which Jacob likewite .u

-

[ E J quicicc^

V n

! r
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tjuiefccs with, for the Author of

the lonncr.

Ca r f,

l

r., Mr. ydti.—Of this

Cendcnian I know iiothin'^ more
ihrn his bciiij. mentioned hyLang-

bai'ic and Ccxctcr, as tiui fuj-pofed

Author of a dramatic Piece, en-

titled,

Sir StilcmciJ, C.

which however J't^t-'oh, TVhlicopt

Cildov, and the Author of the

Ihitiffj ^theatre have all afcribcd

lo Mr. Luloivic CarUU, and that

with the fimie fecond Title of the

Caiitioui Coxcon.b.

To this Gentleman alfo has

teen afcribed another dramatic

riece, called,

The Englijh Prlneefs. T.
C A R Ew , Lad y Elizabeth,

This Lady flourirticd in the Reign

of Queen Elizabeth, and mull

have been of Dininclion in her

Time ; but from wh.u F; mily

fhe was defccndcd, or what Port

of the Kingdom tlnirj'd the Ho-

nour of her Birth 1 have not

been able to difcover.—We find,

however, fome of hci- Cotcmpo-

rarics diJicatirg tlu'ir Wniks to

her, and (he hiri'clf hns written

ne dramatic Picie, entitled,

I> I A R 1 A M , th; fair Slucen of

Jewry. Trag.

Carew, Tkoma^t lifq;—This

Gentleman was delccnded from a

very ancient nnd honourable Fa-

mily of the N.»mc, whofe Efta-

bliftment had long been in the

County of Devon,—He flourifhed

in the Reign of King CbarUt I.

and was Brother to tvu :hrw Ca-

reiUy who, in the Time of the

Rebellion, appcar'd to have been

very ftrongly attached to the

Caufc of that unfortunate Prince.

—Our Author received the Ru-
fliments of his Education ii, Cor-

put Cbrifi College, Cambridge, but

it does not api ar that he eith«r

took any Degrv.5 there, or wa$

C A
even matriculated as a Meml::f,

—Afterwardd, however, havinj

grr;itly improved himfclf by tra-

velling -Abroad, and I7 the Con*
verfation of ingenious Men at

Home, he acquired a great Re-

putation icT his Wit and poetical

Abilities, which being taken No-
tice of at Court, he was mads a

Gentleman of the Privy Cham-
ber, and Sewer in Ordinary to

the King, with whom he ftood

very high in Favour, infomuch
that to the laft lie eftecmed him
8< one cf the moft defcrving Wits

about his Court.—Nay, fo fa-

vovirable an Opinion did he en-

tertain of his Abilities in that

Refpcft, that it was by his M»-
jel^y's peculiar Command that he

undertook the only dramatic Pit-ce

he appears to have written, and

which is entitled,

Calum Britaiir.icum, A Mafqiie,

With a Reference to which

Circumftancc he has prefixed toitj

the following modcft DiAich.

Net: hahet inperium \ Cxdx J(i\

jtijjit
J
tabebo :

Cur me pcJJ'e negun, fojfe qu:i\

ilU putat ?

He was very much cftecm'J

and refpc£led by his cotempo-j

rary Poets, particularly by En\

'/««/&«.—Yet, from a Stanza re-

lating to him in Sir John Suck'

lrtifr*s Scflion of the Poets, heap-

pears to have been a iludied labo-l

rious Writer,—For though thitl

Gentleman was his Friend, and!

had much Kindncfs for him, vftl

he could not help charaAerizin(|

him as follows,

Tom Carew noatrextf bulli\

A/**/ a F/tHft.

That would tft well (land wi'ij

a Laurcat t
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Ills Mufewas lidf-fiouffS, and " fame Manner as Owf*?) had done

th: IffUe of^s i'rai/i *' before and Ciiny fmce."—The
Jf^jt jc'J-jin brought forth but Manner that Cr^ciV^ ended his Life

nviti Trouble and Pain. wai by a Halter.

Carey, Umyy. Vid, Fa u l K -

In what Yc?.r this Author was land, Lord,

born J know not, but he appears Car r. ell, Lodcwic, Efo;—

to have died very much regretted Tliis Gentleman was a Courtier,

in the Year 1639. who lived in tiic Reigns both of

Carky, Mr. Henry. This King Charla the fnfl and feccnd.

Wriier was by Profelhon a Maf- —He had various Places at Court,

ter of Mufic, his Acquaintance being Gentleman of the Bow^ to

' .th which Science, added to a King Charles \. Groom <^f the

J'allion for it's Siik-r Poetry, not King's and Queen's Privy Cham-
only infpir'd him with the la- bcr, and fervcj the Queen Mo-
clination, but alfo afforded him thcr many Vears.—He wrote fo-

the Ability, to form feveral little veral dramatic Pieces, the mull

dramatic Pieces, moftofthem of of which were ac^ed with confi-

thc humorous Kind, and almoft denble Applaufc.—Their Titles

all of them mufical Entertain- are as follow,

mcnts.—On the whole they met
with good Succefs, fome of them
Pill ftaiiding on the theatrical Lift

for frequent Repetition. The
Titles of all his dramatic Works
are as follow,

1. Amelia. C.

2. Betty. Ballad F.

3. Chrononhotontholo-
cos. Mock Tra.

4. Contrivances, Ballad Farce.

5. Dragon </ W A N T L E Y.
Burlel^ue Opera.

ylr':'!ra<rus andPLiiicia. T.-

Coni. in two Partj.

D<:fen.ii:g I'avour.'ic. T. C.

Fool luould bt a Favourite*

Com.
Heraclitus. T.
Osmond the Great Turk*

Trag.

6. Paffionate Lover, T. C, ia

two Parts.

7, Spartan Ladies, C.

The fix firft of thefe Plays on-

I.

z.

3-

4-

5-

ly in general »re afcribcd to this

6. Hanging andMarriage. Far. Author j i.o to the lafl-mentioncd

rid. Appendix. one it is named only in a Cata-

7. Uo'.eJiTorkJhire Man. Ballad logue at the End of an Edition

Parce. of Midd!etons More Di/J'ttnblers be*

i. Margery. Ballad Opera. Jides IVomct;. But IVinJlanUy^

5. Nancy. Mufical Interl. who has o.iiitlrd the Hiraelius,

io. Teramin TA , Englifli which undoiibtedly was Mr. Cjr-

Opera. lell's, has as erruneouHy attiibuted

It. H'ifc zvell managed. Far. to him a Tragedy, written by
By a Hint given by, the Au- Dt, Lodge, entitled,

thor of the iiritijh 'Theatre, I

atn apt to imagine that this

fJenthman haftencd his own
End

J
for that Writer, in his Ac-

Mar I u 5 and Sylla,
Carlisle, Mr. James, This

Gentleman was a Native of Lan-
cajl:ire, and in the earlier Parts of

count of Mr. Odtr.ghlh, has this his Life followed the Prolcflioii

icnunkable Expullion.— «* This of a Player, but afterwards profcf-
" (cnilcman (fayb he) put an ing the active Stage of tl,c real
" End to his owu Life in the World to the fcittu'd Affairs of

i'i

< s.
If

i'\ It

[Ez J the ii>

^=.w.*M
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C A
the theatrical one, and thufing

tatlier to he, than to ferfonate a

Hero, he quitted that Employ-
ment, and took up Arms in the

Defence of his Country's Reli

glon and Liberties in the Irijh

Wars under King JVilliam III. to

v/hich glorious Caule he refigneJ

bimfelf a willing Sacrifice, dying

in tht Bed of Honour at the fa-

mous Battle of /^ughrim on the

nth of July 1691.—He left be-

hind him one dramrticPiece which
had been well received, en»^iiled,

The Fortune Hurias. Com.
Carpenter, Mr. Richard.

—This Gentleman, who from
the general Tenor of his Writ-
ings, and from fome Sermons
publiflied under the fame Name,
in the Year 1623, it is reafonable

to conclude was a Divine, was
born about the begin<i''i|;; of King
Jama I's Reign, and lived till

iowards the Ei.J of Charles II's,

teing alive at Ayejbury in Bucks,

in 1670.—H'' received his firft

Rudimcr.ts of Education At Eton

iji-hool, from whence he was re-

n^oved to Cambridge, and was
eledlcd a Scholar oi King's College

in that Univerfity, Anno 1622.

Here he ftaid two or three Yeais,

after v/hich he not only quitted

that, but alfo his Country and
Friends, went abroad, and ftu-

died in Flanders, Frar.ce, Spain,

and Italy, and at length took Or-
ders intl)e/?o)w^^Church from the

I^ands of the Popes Subftitute at

Jiorne, ar.d becoming a Monk of

the licnediSline Order, was ft)6n

a'^er fcnt into England in Order to

gain Prc-fclytcs. B«t he bad

frarcciy been a Year and half in

this Employment before he re-

turned to the Protcftant Religion,

and accepted of the Vicarage of

Poling, near Arundel Caftle in

SuJ/lx, on which Account he re-

ceived many Aflfrsnts from thcRo*

C A
milLjPriefts who refided in thofe

Parts, notwithfianding which la

the Time of the Civil War, he

went over to Paris, and tliert

commenced u Railer againft ihe

Proteftants.—On his Return to

England he again became a Pro-

teflant, but revolted once more
before his Death to Popery, in

which Pcrfuafion he died.—The
great Antiquary Antb. i H'c^d,

who was perfonally acquainted

with him fays of him. " That
" he was a fantaftical Man, that

** changed his Mind with his

" Cloaths,and that for his Juggles
" anvi Tricks in Matters of Rcli.

" gion, he was efteemed a Thco-

1

"logical Mountebank.*'— And
indeed the Account I have al-

ready given of his leaving both

Country and Religion, of his re-

turning to them both, and aguin

forfaking them, feems I think

perfeftly to juftify that Chara£lcr

of him. {Fid. Atben, Oxonienf,

Vol. I. p. 439.)
He has moreover left behind

him one dramatic Piece, which
from its very Title conveys to ui

an Idea of its having l-ccn writ-

ten by one who, if not an En-

thufiaft, muft at Icaft have been

a warm Controvertift in Religion,

fince he could be induc'd to make
fuch Controverfy the Bafis of a

Wurkjwhich notwithftjnding the

Propriety of blending Inftrudion

with Amufcment in the Super-

ftrufture, is ever expertcd to have

its Foundation laid in the latter.

—It is called.

The Pragmatical Jejuit titvt

kavend. Com.
aad is faid in the Title Pjgl

to be a Play tending to Morality

and Virtue.—To this Comedy hi>

Pidlurc is prefixed, in a very pen-

teel Lay Habit, whereas befotj

another Work publiflied by him

he is reprcfcntcd as a formal Cler-

gymani
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Title Page

Ito Morality

IComcdy hi'

a very pm-
:iea8 before

led by him

formal Cler-

gy n\an,

CA ^
p-min, and with a very grave

and moftificd Countenance.

Cart WRIGHT, Mr. Gsorge.

—Or this Gentleman I knew
notl'ing more than that he lived

41 ri.!lam, and has obliged the

\Vi -la with one Play, entitled,

'] he li'.nic Lover. Tragedy.

7.jrgirf/«^ has omitted any Men

-

tlo;i of this Piece or its Author.

C A R T w R 1 G H T , Mr. jyilHiim.

—Thtre is feme Degree of Con-

tcft among the Biographers con-

cerning the Place of this Aii-

thor'f Nativity, and the Name
of liii Father.

—

Lloyd, in his

Jl/irc.-.vs, declaring him to be

the Son of 'J'^maa Cartiiri^bt of

Burfcrd \\\C 'V, and born

^r';._^. l6, i6r iiereas^ftc*/,

in his ^tkitt, o .L.7. (which I mufl

confwfs I look as the better Au-
thority) tell us that he was boin

at Kerthi'oy near Tiivkjhury in

Ckuc:lktjliirfy in Sipt. i6ii. and

th.it hif Father's Name was J^il-

lutm
J
and adds, that the Fauicr

having dillipalcd a fair Inherit-

ance lie kntw not how, was at

hft reduced to turn Innkeeper at

C.V^^iY/^iT.— By this Way of Life,

however, it is prooablc he healed

1ms broken Fortune, as we find

him afterwards bertowing a li-

brr.il Education on this Son, who
being a Lad of a pton.ifing Ge-
nius, he procured fiift to be ini-

ti.ncd into Lcarnirg by Mr. Tof^fi,

Madcr of the Free School at C/-

nnfiy;*-!-.—From tlicntc 'iu was
ri-movcd to Wtjltnivlltr, as a King's
Scholar, and ihidicd under the

harned Dr. CJla^difton. — From
thence, in i6i8, he went to the

rnivcrfity of O.yfirH, where he
vas thcfcn a Student of Cbi:Ji

Ciunb, and placM under tiic

C.\ro of Mr. 7tf/rffr.~f<e:e he
juriued his Studies with un-
vearicd Diligence and Rapidity,

I
\»cul thru' the Cl.tffcj of Logic

C A
and Phllofophy, took the De-
gree of Batchelor and Maftcr of

Arts, entcr'd into holy Orders,

in which he foon became emi-
nent for his Preaching, and wrs
made Metaphyficai Reader in the

Room of Mr. Tlor-as Barimv of

^ecni CuUcdge, who afterwards

became Biihop of Liuofn.-^ln.

this Office alfo he acquir'd great

Reputation both for his Liuruy
Ktiovclcdge and his Oralt/iical

Endowments.
In 1642 he was promoted to

the Place of Succentor to the Ca-
thedral of Salijbuiy, and on tlie

12th of Jpri/ 16^3 WIS elcited

junior Prodor of the Univcrlity.

—Yet, as if he had in fo fhort

a Period run the full Race of

Learning, and reach the Goal of

Perfeclion, beyond wliich he
could go no farther, he was taken
out of this World on the 2r,th of
Nc.i:i'nibcr followinj.";, 1643, by »
Malignant F'cver which ti-ca

rcign'd at Ox/'^rd, was known
by the Name of the Catnp Dipafe,

and was fatal to Numbers be-

fides.

No Man perhaps ever acquir'd

an earlier Fame than this amiable
Youth, or, leaving the World at

a Time of Life when Men in ge-

neral begin but to be known,
had obuin'd To univtrial a Ho-
m.igc to his Memory from his

Cotcmporarifs.—For tho' accord-

ing to the cailicll Account of his

Biitli he cculd but have enttr'd

into his thirty-third Year (.ind

tlie Publidicr of hi', Poims fays,

as PVcod airo implies, that lie died

;t thirty} he was mofc univcrK.lly

lamented, and (vcn the King
and <>iuccn, v\ho were then «t

Oxford, flicw'd great Anxiety
during hi-^^ lllnefs, and were great-

ly affliacd at Ms Death.

The Ch\ra£ler given of him
by the Writers of bis Time is

[ E 3 J almoft
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almoft beyond Belief.-—Fo; yon-
J'oH, who gave him the Title of
his Son, valued him fo highly
th' he faid of him, My Son
C ..TWRIGHT ivn'tes all like a
Man.—~The Editor of his Works
applies to him the Saying of
jirijlotle concerning Mfchron the
Poet, that he could not tell ivbat

^iscHRON could not do.—Lang-
baine fays of hijn that " He was
•* extreamly remarkable both for
*' his outward and "inward En-
" dowments j his Body being as
*' handfome as his Soul.—- He
** was an expert Linguift, under-
** [landing not only Greek, and
** Latin, but French and Italian,
*' as perfcdlly as his Mother
•' Tongue,—He was an excellent
•' Orator, 'knd yet an admirable
•* Poet

J
a Quality which Cicero

** with all his Pains could not
•* attain to j nor was Arijhtle lefs

" known to him than Cicero and
«« Vlrgiir

In a Word he was of fo fweet

•a Difpofition, and fo replete with

all Virtues^ that he was beloved

of all learned Men that knew
liim, and adrr.ir'd by all Stran-

gers.—And when after his Death
his Plays and Poems were pub-

liihed together, we find thera ac-

companied by above fifty Copies

of Verfcs written by th*; moft

eminent Wits of the Univerfity,

tvery one being defirou , to appear

in the Number of his Fronds,

and to give Public Teftlmony to

the Wo-ld of the Value they

Aad for his Mcrory.—It is im-

poffible howcvri i lole his Cha-

ra<f\er with anv '1 iiinf ftronger

or more concife than the Men-
tion made of him by Jie learned

and pious Dr. Fell, Bifiiop of

exford, Who ftid of hhn, *« Cart-

** Wright wat ttt utmoft Man could

VId.

C E
His Dramatic Pieces are oifly

, yar, viz.

1. Lady Errant, T. C.
a. Ordinary. C.

3. Royal Slave, T. C,

4. Siege. Tr.-Com.
CAVENDtSH, JVilUam,

Newcastle, Duke of,

Centlivri, Mrs. Sufanna*

This Lady was Daughter of one

Mr. Freeman of Holbeacb in Lin-

colnjfjire, who altho' he had beea

poflefs'd of no inconfiderable Ef.

tate, yet being a Diflenter, and

a zealous Parliamentarian, was at

the Time of the Reftoration ex-

tremely perfecuted, as were alfo

the FamUy of his Wife, who wa:

Daughter of Mr. Marham, a

!

Gentleman of a good Eftate at

Lynn Regis in Norfolk, but of the

fame political Principles with Mr.

Freeman, fo that his Eftate was

confifcated, and he himfelf com-

pelled to fly to Ireland.— Howi
long be {laid thete I have nQtl

been able to trace, nor whether!

our Authorefs, who from a Com-

1

parifon of concurrent Circum-f

fiances I imagine muft have been

born about 1680, drew her firft

Breath in that Kingdom or in

England,—Thefe are Particular*

all her Hiftorians have been filent

in Regard to, yet 1 am spt to

coniedlure that /he was b-rn in

Irei \ as 1 think it probable

her .viother might not return to

her native Country till after the!

Death of her Hufband,, whictij

happened when this Girl was onln

three Years old.—Be this as iti

will, we find her left to the widfj

World by the Death of her Mo.

ther alfo, before (he had com«|

pleated her twelfth Vcar.-

cop relates a romantic Story flfj

her in a very early Period cf herl

Life, which although he feem>[

ouAakea io fomc Parti of herNif-|

toi:
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tory, (at leaft either he or yacoh

muft have been fo) having made

her Father furvive the Mother,

and even to have married again

before his Death, yet as he fecms

to have taken Pains in collefling

many Circumftanccs of her Lite

which are no where elfe related,

I cannot think myfelf authorized

entirely to omit it.—He tells us

that after her Father's Death,

finding herfclf very ill treated by

her Srepmother, £he determined,

the' almoft defl^itute of Money
and evciy other Neceflary, to go

up to London to feek a belter

Fortune than what (he had hi-

therto experienced.—That as flie

was proceeding on her Jonrney on
Foot, fhe was met by a young
Gentleman from the Univerfity

of Cambridge, (whoftf Name, by

the Way Yii informs us of, and

was no other than the afterwards

well-known Anthony Hammond,
Efqj) whowas fo extremely ftruck

with her Youth and Beauty, and
fc affefted w ith the Diftrcfs which
her Ciicumftances naturally de-
clared in her Countenance, that

be fell inft^ntly in Love with her,

and enquiring into the Particulars

of her Story, foon prevailed on
her inexperienced Innocence to

fcize on the Prcteftion he ofFer'd

her, and go with him to Cam-
bridge, where, equipping her in

Boy's Cloaths, he introduc'd her
to his Intimates at Colledge as a

Relation who was come down to

fie the Univerfity, and pafs feme
Time with him there ; and that

they continued this Inter^ourfe for

fomc Moaths. till at length, fated

lerhaps with Pofleflion, or per-

haps afraid that the Affair would
be difcover'd at the Univerfity,

he perfuaded her to come to Lon-
don, providing her however with
a confiderablc Sum of Money, and

« ktter of Rccoaniacndauga to

C E
a Gentlewoman of his Acquaint-
ance in Town, fealing the whole
with a Promife, which however
it does not appear he ever per-

formed, of fpcedily following her
to London, and there rene\%ing

their amorous Intercourfe.— If

this Story is true, it niuft have
happen'd \<^'hen flie was extremely

young} Jflittcop, as well as the

other Writers acknowledging ihat

fhe was married in her fixtecnth

Year to a Nephew of the late Sir

Stephen Fox. But that Gen-
tleman not living with her above
a Twelve Month, her Wit and
Beauty foon procur'd her a fecond
Hu/band,whofe Name was Carrol,

and who was an Officer in the
Army, but he having the Mif-
fortune to be killed in a Duel
within about a Year and half af-

ter their Marriage, flie became a
fecondTimea Widow. ThisLofs
was a fevere Afflidtian to hcr, as

fhe appears to have fincerely loved
th's Gentleman.—Partly perhaps
to divert her Melancholy, but
chiefly it is probable for the Sake
of a Suppoit, (he now applied to
her Pen, and became a Votary to
the Mufes, and it is under this

Name of Carrol that fome of her
earlier Pieces were published.—.

Her firft Attempt was in Tra-
gedy, jn a Play called the Per^
jury Hii/eandy yet her natural
Vivacity leading her afterwards
more to Comedy, we find but
one more Attempt in the Bufkin
among eighteen dramatic Pieces
which {he afterwards wrote.

Such an Attachment flie feems
to have had to the Theatre, that
flie even became herfclf a Per-
former tho' it i: orobable of no
^.eat M«^rit, as fhe never rofe
above the Station of a Country
Ailnfs.—However flie was not
long in this Way of Life, for in

1706, pcrfcrmJsg the Part o£

i«
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JSixartder the Great in Z,<'<r's UAfa/

^ccr.s^ at Windfort where the

Court then was, (he wounded the

'Heart of one Mr. yofcph Cent/i'vre,

Yeoman of the Mouth, or in

ether Words principal Cook to

her Majcfly, who foon after mar-

ried her, and after paffing fevcral

Years happily together, fhc died

at his rioufe in Spring Garden,

Chariiig-Crofs, on the Firft of De-

cetnhcr 1723, and was buried in

the Parilh of St. Martins in the

Fields.

Thus did /he at length hap-

pily clofe a Life, which at its firft

fetting out was overclouded with

Difficulty and Misfortune.—She

for many Years enjoy'd the Inti-

macy and Efteem of the moft

eminent Wits of the Time, viz.

Sir Richard Steele, Mr. Reive,

JBitdge/!, Fayjuhar, Dr.Scive'/^&c.

p.nd very fcvv Autho;s received

move Tokens of Efleeni and Pa-

tronage from the Great; to which

however the Confideration of her

Sex, and the Power of her Beau-

ty, of wliAh {he pofTcfs'd a con-

fiderable Share might, in fome

Degree, con'ribute.

Her Difpofition was pood-na-

tur'd, benevolent and friendly,

and her Converfation if not what

could be called witty, was at

leaft fprightly and entertaining.

—Tkr Family had been warm

Party Fake, and fTie fcem'd to

inherit the fame L'ifpofitioii from

them, maintaining the ft.ideft

Atlathmcn- r.^ Whig Principks,

even in the met 1 mrrcrousTimcs,

and a rP'^ft zealou: T^egard for

the illuflvious Houfe o( L' .wrcr.

—This Party Spirt, huw-' er,

which breathes even in many of

her dramatic Pieces, procur'd her

fome Friends and many Ene-

mies.

As a Writer, it is no very cafy

Thing to clUmate her Rank,—

C E
It miift be allowed that her Playi

do not abound with Wit, and

that the Language of them is

fometimes even poor, enervate,

incorrcft and puerile, buL then

her Plots are bufv and well con-

duced, and ht-t Characters in ge-

neral natural and well marlccd.

—But as Plot and Charadler are

undoubtedly the Body and Soul oi

Comedy j and Language and Wit,

at beft, but the Cloathing and

external Ornaments, it is cer-

tainly lefs excufabls to fhew a

Deficiency in the former, than

in the latter.—And the Succef;

of fome of Mrs. CentHire'i

Plays plainly evince that the

firft will ftrike the Minds of an

Audience more powerfully than

the laft, fince her Comedy of the

Biify Body, which all the PlayetJ

had decried before its Appearance,

v.hich Mr. Wilh had even fci a

Time abfolutely refufcd to pjiy

in, and which the Audience

came prejudiced pgainft, rouz'd

their Attention in Dcfpite of that

Prejudice, and forced a Rin of

thirteen Nights, while Mr. Ct;;-

grevc^z }Vay of the I^cr/d, which

perhaps contains more true in-

trinfic Wit, and unexceptionable

Accuracy of Language t'-an any

dramatic Piece ever written,

brought on the Stage with every

Advantage of Recommendation,

and when the Author was in the

Heij'.ht of Reputation, could

fcarcely make its Way at all.—

Nay, 1 have been confidently af-

fured, that the very fame great

A£tor I mentioned juft now, made

Ufe of this remarkable Expref-

fion with Regard to her Bcld\

Stroke for a ^P^ife, viz. that not only

her Play iiould he datnnd^ but Jht

btrfelf it damnd for ivriting it,

—Vet we find it ftill ftrind-

ing on the Ltd of a<fting Plays,

nor i« it ever performtd without

own, and fo

VtJ'.
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meeting with the Approbation of

the Audience, as do alfo her

£ufy ^odyt fyonder, and A'-

tijice.

That Mrs. Centlivre was very

pcrfedly acquainted whh Life,

and dofely read the Minds a^^

Manners of Mankind, no one I

think can doubt who reads her

C'^mediesj but what appeais to

me the rooft extraordinary., is,

when we confider her Hiftory,

the Difadvantages fhe muft have

labour'd under by bci.g lb early

left to buftic with the Wor d,

and that all the Education fhe

could have had muft have been

owii;tr to her own Application

and flriduity,when I Jay we con-

ijder Ler as an abfolutely felf-cul-

tivated Genius, it is aftonifliing

,io[finu the Traces of fo much
Keading and Learning as we meet

with in many <if her Pieces,

fince for the drawing oC the va-

ious Charafters fte has prefent-

;d us with, fhe mu^ have per-

"eflly well underftood the French,

^^utch and Spamfh Languages, all

the provincial Dialefts of her

wn, and fomewhat even of the

C H

9.

10.

I/.

IX.

14.

16.

»7-

19.

^atittf fince all thefe (he occa-

lionally makes Ufe of, and when-
W (he does fo, it is conftantly

jvith the utmoft Propriety and

Ihe grealeft Accuracy, In a

l/ord, I cannot help giving it as

jiy Opinion, that if we (1o not

lllow her to be the very firft of

lur Female Writers, ihe has but

Ine above her, and may ju/^ly be

llac'd next to hjr Predeceflbr in

Iramatic Glory the great Mrs,

1. Artifice, Com,
2. liajj'ct table. Com.
3. Biau'i Duel. Com.
4. BickcrJJaff's Burying, F.

5. Bo'd Stroke for a Wife, C.
6. Bufy Bodv. Com.
7. Cr'ittl Ctlt.

for a Wife
n,

Tr*^,

Camefl:', Com.
Gotham EUliion, Farct.

Lonje at « Venture, Com.
Love's Contrivances, Com.
Man^s bewitched. Com.
Marplot. Com.
Perjured Hujband. Trag,

Perplex'd Lonjen. Com.
Platonic Lady. Com.
Stolen Heirefs. Com.
fVife '•veil managed. FarcCt

Wovder. Com.
Chamderlain, hlr. Robert.

—This Author lived in the Time
of King CAur/« 1. being born in

1607, at Standijh in Lincohifhire.

—He lived fot fone Years as

Clerk to Peter lia/l, Efqj who
was Solicitor-Geneial to King
Charles Ift's Queen.—By this Gen-
tleman he was at the Age of

thirty fent to Exeter College Ox-

ford, where he purfued his Stu-

dies, and probably was bred to

the Pulpit, as we And a Boole

written by him, entitled, Noffur'

lal Lucubrations, or Meditations

Divine and Moral.—-Ht wrote a

Play called.

The Swaggering Damfel, C.

Winjlanley has alfo attributed to

him a Paftoral called,

Sicelidet,

But as he has a few Pages

farther given a Pifcatory of the

fame Title to Phineas Fletcher^

J own myfelf rather inclinable to

look on this as one of the nu-

merous Miflakes with which that

Authornbounds; and yet as ^^0(x/

has mentioned both thefc Pieces,

attributing the former to our Au-
thor, and telling us that the

latter was feveral Times a&cA at

King": Collcdge Cambridge, and

therefore was probably wriit!_n by

one of that Houfe, it is not im-
poffiWe that JVinJianley may in

this Particular be in the Right.

ChAMBEB LAINF, Dr. Wf7-

/i«w.—This G^nxkuian was a

Phyft-
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Phyfician, and I imagine was Sen
of Dr. Peter Chamberlaine.— He
lived at Skuftejbun irf Dorjetpire

in the Reigns of King Charles I.

and King Chmics II. and was a

very zealous Cavalier.—He wrote
but ore Play, entitled,

Love's Vihory, Tr. Com.
•which, being compofed dunng
the intelHne Troubles, at which
Time the Play-houfes were fi^p-

prefied, could not then be acled,

but fome Years after the Refto-

ration was brought on the Stage
under the Title of,

Witi led by the Nofe. C.

Chapman, Mr. George,—Of
this "voluminous and ingenious

Writer we are at a Lofs to trace

fome material Particulars.—Viz.
The Family from whence he was
dcfcended, the Place where he
was born, and the School at

which he imbibed the earlieft

.Hudiments of his Erudition.— It

is known however that he firft

drew Breath in the Year 1557,
and that in 1574, being then
only in his feventeenth Year, yet

well grounded in Grammar Learn-
ing, he was fent to the Univer-
fity

i
but here again fome.Diffi-

culty arifes as to whether Oxford
or Cambridge had the Honour of

compleating his Studies.— For
tho* it is certain that he was
fome Time at Oxford, and made
a Figure there in the Greek and
Latin Languages, yet it docs not

appear that he rtione there either

in Logic or Philofophy, or took

any Degree.—On his Return to

London lie was warmly patronized

by Sir Thomai JViilfrgham, and
after his Death by his Son.—He
was alfo held in hi^h Eftimation

by Henry Prince of IVahs, and

the Earl of Soma-fet ; but the firft

dying, and the other being dif-

graced, Chapman^ Hopes of Pre-

fennent were fruArated j to which

C H
Drfappolntments perhaps the Ujfl.

brage taken by King jfames at

fome Reflexions caft or. the Scon

Nation in a Comedy calFd Eajl-

•ward Hoe, wherein this Author

had a Hand, might be no fmall

Addition.—He appears however

to have had fome Place at Court i

under that Monarch, or his Queen

^nne.—But what became of hitiij

during the Troubles which he|

Ii\ed to fee, but not to be Wit-

nefs to their entire Termination,

,

I know not.—He pafVed however
|

thro' a long Life, dying on the]

lath of May, 1654. ^t. 77. &r.J|

was buried on the South Side ofl

the Church of St. Gileses in thtf

Fields, a Monument being ere(it-

ed over his Grave at theExpencel

and according to the Invention o(|

that great Architcfl higo JontSi'

who had been his peculiar Friendl

and Intimate.

He was undoubtedly a Man ofl

very great Learning, and altho'l

Tranliaticn kas within our latttfj

Ages reach'd a greater Degree oil

Perfedion than it had then at-[

tained, a due Honour ought to b(|

paid to the Induftry of this Wrif

ter, who tranllated, and thatinj

a Manner far from contemptiblel

the whole Iliad, Odyjfey, aai

IJaflryomyomachra of Homer, km
Parts of Heftod, and Mujaud

Erotopeegnion.—As to his drairal

tic Works, they are fome of theif

unequal, nor has he in any cl

them paid much Attention toRfj

gularity, the which he has

greatly infringed, as to extend HI

Number of A£ts in one Piectf

viz. Tnvo Wife Men and all lA

rejl Fools, to two beyond the fstj

tied Standard.—His Mafter Piecf

in the dramatic Way are his^ijl

fy
D'Amboife in Tragedy, hisw

dotv's Tears in Comedy, and
*"

Malque of the Inns of Court.-j

In his private Chara^cr he vj

m
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Itnily amiable, and maintajned a

iTrrv dole Acquaintance with the

[fiilt Ratf Writers of his Time,

[viz. Shakcjpeare, Johnfon, Sidney,

J^/itr/cr and Daniel. Yet fuch

{was ysfl/o'j's natural Envioul'nefs

jof Difpolltion and Haughtinefs of

iTeinpcr, tliat as Chapman began

Ito grow into deputation he is

paid to have grown jealous of

jhim, and being, by the Death of

\Si»ah(l!eare, left without a Rival,

Iftrovc to continue fo, by endea-

houring to fupprefs as much as

Ipodible the rifing Fame of this

Ihis Friend.

The Plays Chapman has left

[lehind him are as follow,

1. AIlFooh. C.

2. Alphonsus Emperor of
Germany. T.

3

.

Blind Beggar o/*A L E XA N -

DRIA. C.

4. Bussv D'Ambois. T.

5. BussY D'Ambois'j Re-
venge. T.

6. CiESAft <l;7(:/P0MPEY. T.

7. Conspiracy o/" BlRON. T,
two Parts.

8. Ejftward Hoe, C. (Afllft-

ed by Ben jfonfon and
Marjion.)

9. Gentleman UJhcr. C.
10. Humourous Dav^s Mirth. C,
Jl. Mafjue ofthe Mi^^dleTcm-

pie and Lincoln's-Inn,

12. May Day. C.

1 3

.

Monfteur D'O L i v E . C.
14. Revengefur Honour, T.
15. T1V0 ivife Men and all the

refl Fools. Comical Moral.
16. Widoiv^s Tears. C
Charke, Mrs, Charlotte,

This Lady on the Score of an
lAuthor has, I muft confefs, but
|barely a Right to a Place in this

i^ork, having only produced one
[little Piece in the dramatic Kind,
intitlcd.

Tile Art of Management, Far.

3ut as (he was a Daughter of the

C H
celebrated Collcy Cihber, Efq; and

Siller to Mr. Tbfophihis Cihber,

Comedian, fhe fcems to have a

Kind of hereditary Claim to fome
particular Notice in a Work pro-

fefledly intended for the recording

of fuch Pcrfonagcs and Things as

have any clofe Connection with,

or Reference to, the Affairs of

the Theatre.—And although (he

cannot be confidcred of cquai

Confequcnce to the Public with-

either of thefe her bcfore-nam'd

Relations, yet as by a Courle of
ftrange Occurrences, and a Dif-

pofition apparently of the moft
romantic and inconfideratc Na-
ture, fhe rendered herfclf the
Subje£l of much Convcrfation

and Cenfure, and as, like her
Father and Brother , flie has
thought proper to publifh to the

"World fome of the Adventures of
her Life, with a View, as it

fhould feem, to apologize for Part
of her Conduct, it would cer-

tainly be an OmifTion that J could
fcarcely be forgiven for, was I

not to oblige my Readers with a'
fhort ouriimary of thofe Adven-
tures which, divef^cd from the

Number of ve-y trifling Incidents

which fhe had interlarded them
with, in order to /well out her
Life to the Bulk of a Volume,
may not perhaps be totally unen-
tertaining.

She informs us that flie was
the youngeft Child of the cele-

brated Laurcat, born at a Time
when her Mother was forty-five

Years of Age, and having borne
no Children for fome Years be-

fore, began to imagine that with-
out this additional BIcfling (he

had fully anfwered the End of
her Creat^ion, and therefore feems
to conclude that (exclufive of her
Parents, by whom (he confefTes

(he was treated with the utmofl

Tendcrncfs and Affection) (he

cam?

' J-S4
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came not only an unexpe£led but

an unwelcome Gueft into the Fa-

nnily.—To this Diflike of her o-

ther Relations ftie attributes a

very confiderable Share of her fol-

lowing Misfortunes, but indeed

it muft be confefled that flie very

eaily fecm'd to /hew a Difpofition

fo wild, fo diflipated, and fo un-
fuitable to her Sex, that it is

fcarcely to be wonder'd ihould

give Difguft to thofe of her

Friends, whofeWiflies were even

the moft favourable towards her.

In fliort, from Infancy flie owns
file had more of the Male than

Female in her Inclinations, and

relates two or three droll Adven-
tures of her drefling hcrfelf up

in her Father's Cloaths j her rid-

ing out on the Back of an Afs's

Foal, when not above four or

five Years old, &c. that feem an

evident Foretafte of the like maf-

culinc Conduct which (he purfued

thro' Life.—At eight Years old

file was put to School, but had
an Education beftowed on her

more fuitable to a Boy than to

one of the oppofitc Sex ; and as

file grew up fhe followed the fame

plan, being much more fre-

quently in the Stable than in the

Bed-Chamber, and fully Mif-
trefs of the handling of a Curry-

Comb, tho' totally ignorant of

the Ufe of a Needle.—Her very

Amufemcnts all took the fame
Mafculine Turn, Shooting, Hunt-
ing, riding Races, and digging in

a Garden bei/jg ever her favorite

Exercifes.—She alfo relates an

A£l of her Prowefs when a meer
Child, in protcfting the Houfe,

when in Expeftation of an At-
tack from Thieves, by the firing

of Piftols and Blunderbuffes out

at the Windows.——All her Ac-
tions feem to have had a boyifh

Mifchievoufncfs in them, and fhe

fometimes appears to have run

;ll !
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great Rlfque of ending them with

the moft fatal Confequences.

This Wildnefs, however, was

put fome Check to by her Mar.
riage, when very young, witk

Mr. Richard Charke, an eminent
Performer on the Violin, imme- J
diately after which fhe launched

into the Billows of a ftormy

World, in which flie was, thro*

the whole Remainder of her Life,

buffeted about without ever once

reaching a peaceful Harbour.—.

Her Hufband's infatiable Paflion

for Women very fooa gave her

juft Caufe of Uneafinefs, and in

a fliort Time appears to have oc«

cafioned a Separation.—She then

applied to the Stage, apparently

from Inclination as well as Nc-

cefTity, and opened with the little

Part of Madtmo'tjdk in the Pn-
•vcked T^ife^ in which /he met

with all the Succefs fhe could ex-

pe£l.—From this fhe rofe in her

fecond and third Attempts to the

capital Charaders of Alicia in

Jam Share., and Andromache in
j

the Dijirejs'd Mother^ in which,

notwithftahding the Remem-
brance of Mrs, Porter and Mrs.

j

Oldjield, fhe met with great In-

dulgence from the Audience, and I

being remarkable for reading well,

was fufFcr'dto go on upon fudden

Emergences to read Charafters of I

no lefs Importance than thofe of
j

Cleopatra and Queen Ellxabeth,— \

She was after this engaged at a

very good Salary and a fufficienti

Supply of very confiderable Parts,

at the Theatre in the Haymarket,

and after that at Drury-Latie.-'\

la a Word, fhe feem'd well fet.

led, and likely to have made m
inglorious Figure in theatricalj

Life, had not that Want of Con*

fideration and ungovernable Itn-

petuofity of Paffions which run!

thro' ail her Aftions, inducedl

her to quarrel with Mr. F/«f-r
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masoJlt the then Manager, whom
Ihe not only left on a Sudden

vrithout any Notice given, but

even vented her Spleen againft

him in public, by the writing of

the little dramatic Piece I h^ve

fpoken of above { and tho* that

Gentleman not only forgave her

[thii Injury and reftored her to

CH
that it had been gfcaidjr

vated and occafioned to hang widi
a heavier Load on her than it

would otherwife have done, thro*

the 111 0/Bcet of an elder Sifter.

—•However, I cannot help ima-
gining the Offence to have been

of a very heinous Nature, fince

it is evident Mr. Qhber never af-

h f

her former Station, yet (he ac- ter forgave her, nor in her great-

I

knowledges that flie afterwards

[very ungratefully left him a fc-

[cond Time, on a Caufe in which
\t could incur no Share of Blane.
Tbut having thrown herfelf

[oat of Employment in a Profef-

\fion in which flie had a fair ap-

Ent Profpeft of Succefs, Ine

[next entered on a Bufiqefs, which,

by knowing nothing of, /he muft
be certain to fail in;-—-~in a
Tord, flie commenced Trader^

ind fet up as a Grocer and Oil-

voman in a Shop in Li^'Acre*
In this Station fiie, with a

eft DiftrelTcs feems to have at all

afliftcd her ; a Conduft entirely

oppofite to that Humanity and
univerfal Benevolence,which were
fo well known to be the Charac-

teriftics of that Ceatlcman's Dif*

pofition } and indeed, whatever

was the firft Caufe of his aban-

doning her, it is apparent flt«

took no great Care to avoid a far-

ther Occafion of Reiicntment: for

in a Piece called the Battle of tb*

pMtSf in which was a Charadcr
moft abufively and fcurriloufly

aimed attfaeLaureat, Mrs.Ckarktf

;reat Deal of Humour, deicribes who happened ^o be a Member of
od rallies her fanguine SxpoAa- the Company who performed it,

isns and abfurd Proceedings, till was herfelf the very Perfon by
whom that Charafter was repre<»

fented } a Step which ihe couid

not have been compelled to take^

but which muft have been a vo«

between her own J|no;rance, and
lie Tricks of Sharyen* fome of
vhom cheated, and others robbed

<he wu, after having kept
(bop about three Months, £aiced

I throw it up, and Ibt up afreat
^uppet'Shcw, DTcr the TWnu'i-

^ourt, io y^pn-Strect, near the
"jyMfttf.<«.But afVer iiMDe Ut'tic

Durfe of Sueceift in thli DcAg^
began to fai|. ind f^ei w»i xg»

Ivced to (eil for Mifcnty GnincH

Untary AA of her own in the

Exertion of h«r Refentment,

fomcwhat of the Came Nature

with her Condu£V towards Mr.
FUetvfcci ; but which, ia Confe-
«i,*ej;ce of the Rclatioa Ihe fVood

in to J4r. Cibbtr, muft apparently

\9 xbc Me^ns of <thvo«wng an t»>
hat fte byp Hifii C9ft i^et near Ayiifr^fale Bar 4n^he Way of afly

lin

Is

Ions,

fre hundred fQundft.
Dunni tU C^rle .tf' chafe

faOlonv Mil. iCMriM iA-

bnded hv t^%t^ biltb^ jrUt

feeoonciliatl^ lietween them.
But to procfod%*—During the

Courfe of thefe Tranfa^iiom,

ULhQktrke, wlioan I have before •

, neotiofte^f had jbeen for fomn
^oft of her !trm 4{ie-4iei teit Tm^ F»t«d /imb Ms Wife, ao4
foNh uu»-^a mntcffce IndttA had •fHPV*' k\fUS to go ovtr t»
at ne \aA j^i Mpt lU^em j^nwiVi^iwIkhtCcntkmon in tlie

l;r incnrretf titi" Difpleafure, nacsMHtik ^py« «yh^, in abowi

i» icirotts of luTtfig \\ appear twenty Months aft«r hii Anival.

\^\
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he died, leaving ourHerpInc once

more at Liberty t6 unite herfelf

ty the Matrimonial Tie where-

eVer fhe fliould think proper,——
She therefore informs us, that

foon after her parrtng with her

Property as above -related, flie was

very clofrly addrcfled by a worthy

GentJeman , wbofc Name (he

fcems very carefully to concf.nl,

in Confequcnce of a flrift Vcw
/he had taken never to difcovcr

it.—To this Gentleman flie gives

us to underftand fhe was united

by a fccret Marriage ; but as he

did not long furvive that Union,

flic was once again left deftitute

and friendlefs
J

nay, even preju-

diced in her Affairs from a falfe

Report of her having by his Death

come into a veryconliderable For-

tune.—In ft ort, flie was fcon af-

ter arrefted for a fmall Sum j in

Confcquence of which fte was

compelled to remain for fome
Hours in a Bailiff's Houfe.—The
Defcription fte gives of her Sen-

fations on this OccaHon, and the

Difappointment fhe met with in

her various Applications for Re-
lief, are natural, but not new,

and I cannot fay ftie has done

any great Honour to the apparent

Choice fte muft have made of

Acquaintance, as ihe informs us

that Ac had not been half an

Hour in Cuftody before flic was
iurrounded by all the Ladies who
kept Cofl^ee-Houfes in and about

Covent-GarJen } und that we And
her Difcharge at laR vas brought

about entirely by a Subfcription,

formed among a Number of well*

known Proftitutcs and public

Brothel-Keepers.

Being now leleafed, her fole

Means of procuring a Livelihood

was by feeking out for the loweft

Kind of theatrical Employment,

in filling tip occaflonally fuch

Parts ai chajicefl to be deficient

C H
in the private Exhibitions, or tu, .

thcr Butcheric'i of fome of our.

drnmatic Pieces at the 1'ennit',

Court, or elfewhere : in w Ijirh

Bufinefs flie ftems generally

to have chofen the Male Clia-

ra£lers ; and int'ted flie moft con,«

monly u!cd to be dreflld in M.in's,

Cjoaths even in private Life, the

Reafon of which flie afftf^s to

make a Myftery of, and to im-

ply as if that Myfteiy had fome.

Reference to her Connexion with

the Gentleman above-mentioned.

Be this as it will, we are in-

formed that in the Piogrefs of,j

her theatrical Adventures of th"»f

Kind, flie met with one whereby
i

flie was for a fliort Time not a
|

little cmbarraflcd, which w.is no
|

other than her becoming the Ob-

jcft of a tender Paflion in the I

Bofom of a young Lady, who,

having an immenfe fortune iii|

htfr own PoffeflHon, thought her-

felf at Liberty to make an open I

Profeflion of her Lovft, and even

to offer Propofals of Matrimony,
—This Circumftance, however,!

obliged her to a Declaration of|

her Sex, to the no fniall Difap-

pointment of the Lady; and the I

Company of AAors '.ffie belonged

to foon quitting the Town, the I

Affair was hufted up, and the I

Report of it fileiiced.

In this uncertain Kind of Em*

ployment flie continued till, thro'l

the Recommendation of her BroJ
ther, flie was ^eteived into thcl

Family of a^iertaln Noblemanil

in the Chara^er of ;i Valtt it\

Cbambre or Gentlenian.—'In thisl

Situation flie defcribes herfelf aiT

beingvery Kanpy, till fome Frieodsl

of his Lordinip*s remarking anl

Impropriety .in the entertaining

one of her Sex in that CharaAerJ

flie was again difctta^gM and kf([

to the vide Wwld.
i?' •. ^ ill I -. . •
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Her next Employment was the

malt inJ and felling of Sa'j(i\gcs

for llic Support of herfelf and

ClhilJ.—But tlris failing, flie be

tame a Wjitci at the Kingx-Hmd
Tavern ;U M<iryhone\ commenced
afterwards M.m gcr of a ftroHiiig

Company of Players, and pafs'd

thro' fcvcral trivial Adventures,

but moft of thfm diftrcfsful ones,

till at length, by the AfTiftance

of an Uncle, (he was enabled to

open a Public Honfe, the Situa-

tion of which (he imprudently

fixed in Drury Lane } and here,

notwJthftanding the Experience

her long Acquaintance with

Misfortune might, one would

think, have given her, the fame

InJifcrction and Mifmanagcmcnt
which before had ruined her ftill

continued to dirc£l her Anions,

and forfjd hor in a very fiiort

Time to (hut up her Houfe, and

di/pofe of all her Effc<£ls.- She
then cngajjcd herfelf in the Hay-

market Theatre, under her Bro-

ther M'. Theoplilus Gibber) but

this Pfovifion did not long conti-

nue, that Gentleman and his

Company being foon after obliged

to defift by Virtue cf an Order

from the Lord Ci'ambcrlain.

Her next Engagement was with

the celebrated Mr. Rujfely the

Puppct-Shew Man, by whom (he

tells us (he was employed at a

Guinea /fr Day to move his Fi-

gures during his Exhibition at

}lickfo,d\Cm\. Roomin Bre^wer^s

Street.—But after his Death, the

dlftrefsful and wretched Circum-
(!in:cs of which (he has not

badly related, (he again joined

Fortunes with different Sets of

i ftrolJing Players, among whom
ftc 'remained for very near nine
Years.

Her Adventures during the
Courfc of that Time being no-

I

thing but one variegated Scene of

C IT

pitiable DKtrclTesjOf a Kind which
nu one can be a Stranger to \vai>

has either leen or read the Ac-
counts of thofe moft wretched of

all human Beings, the Members
of a meer {^rolling Company of

Adors, 1 (hail be excufcd the tn-

tring into Paiticulirs, and Ic per-

mitted to proceed to her coming
to London in 1755, wher (hs

publiihcd that Niirrative 01 her
own Life, from which this Ac-
count is abllraifled, and v. hlcii

therefore proceeds fo far as *o

that Year.—Whether the Profits

of htr Book enabled her to fub

fid for the (hurt Remainder of

htr Life without the fitking for

farvher Adventures 1 know nor.

—Death, however, put a Period

to it, and t-ien'by to one to.'i'i-

n'led Cc'irfe of Mifery, the evi-

dent Confcqucncf of Folly, Im-
prudence .itt'l Abfurdity, foms

Time in the Year 1759 ; having

not long furvived her Father and

Brother j fome Account of whofe

Lives our Reader will find a lit*

tie further in this Work.
Chaves, Mr. /I. Of this

Author I can trace nothing far-

ther than that he wrote opt Play,

called.

The Lover* % Cure. C,

He does not however appear to

have been a Perfon ai any confi-

derable Note, by his Piece being

dedicated to Sir IVilliam Read th«

AJonntebank.

Che EKE, Mr. Henry, — Of
this Gentleman I know nothing

more than the finding his Name
in Coxetcr\ MS. Notes, as Au-
thor, as rather Tranflator from

the Italian, of a Play, called,

Frci Will Trag.

Chetwoot, Mr. WtUiam 7?«

•

Jui.—This Author for feme Time
kept a Bookfeller's Shop in Co-

vent Gardin,-'—'lit was alfo for

'twenty Years Prompter to Drurf
[Fa] Laf»«

I
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Laiu Theatre, and In that very

laborious and ufieful Office was
^fteero'd to have great Excellence.

—Tho' no A£lor himfelf, yet,

from being fo converfant with
the Stage, and with the vatlout

Manners of different eminent
Performers, he became no bad
theatrical Inftruftor j and to the

Pains he has taken irt that Bufi-

nefs fome confiderable AAors
now living, perhaps, ftand in-

debted for Part at leaJ> of their

early Approbation.——I have in

particular heard it aiTertcd, not
only by Mr. Cbeiwood bimicKf but

others, that Mr. Barry received

his Arft Rudiments of theatrical

Execution from this Gentleman,
as did alfo a Lady, who has for a

few Years paft ftood in high EAi.
snation with the Audiences of
Dublin, viz. Mrs. Fitzbenry^ for*

n>crly Mrs. Gregory.

Mr. Cbettvoed by his firft Wife
had a Daughter, who was bred

vp to the theatrical Life, and was
married to one Mr. Gemta.—His
fpcond Wife, who I believe is ftiil

living, was a Grand Daughter of
Mr. Col/ty Citi^er.--Mr. Cbttwood

himfe*' alfo is living, and I think

in Dublin, but in a very advanced

Age.—He has wrote fome Pieces

in the Novel Way, and a Work
caird A Ctneral Hijfory of tbt

fStngt, which however nas very

little, or rather indeed no Merit.

—He has alfo written the follow-

ing dramatic Pieces,

I, Ctneroui Fret Mafin, T.-
C. F. B. Opera.

ft. H»mwrt •/ Excbai^t'Alltj,

Farce.

). Lover's Ofer4, Ballad Far.

^/</. Vol.1. ApvBNnix.
4. Sutth-Sea, Farce,

CiBBER, Colky, Efq;—This
Gentleman, to whom the EngliOi

Stage has been in many RefpfAs
greatly obli|ed|, hoth m ao AiX^r

CI
and a Writer j and in the htttr

CharaAer doubly fo by being not

only greatly afllftant in fupporting

it by his numerous and entertain-

ing dramatic Pieces, but alfo its

Hiftoriographer thro' a very long

and important Period, has given

us fo very pleafing and impartial

a Detail of the moft material

Circumftances of his Life, that

I cannot apply to a more pcrfeA

Source of Intelligence concern-

ing it than what that Work will

afford me, more efpecially as la

it he has drawn the rood candid

Portrait of the Features of his

Mind, as well as the cleared

Narrative of the Effects produce4

by the diflTerent Combinations of

the feveral Paits of his natural

Difpofition.—Fronr that there,

fore the greateft Part of the fel*

lowing Account will, in a« coa<

cife a Manner as pofltble, he tu
traced.

Mr. Ghier then was born oa

the 6th of November, O. S. 1671,

in Southtui^tOH Street, Covent Gar*

den.—His Father Caius Gabrid

Cibber was a Native of Holfitit,

and came into England to follow

his Profeffion of a Statuary fome*

time before the Renoration of

King Cbarlet IL—The Eminence
he attained to in his Ait may be

judged from the two celebrated

Images of raging and melancholy

Madnrfs on the two Piers of the

great Gate of Btthelebem Hofpital,
|

and alfo by the Baflb Relievo on
I

the Pedcftal of that ftupendoui

Column called the Monument,
creAed in Commemoration of the

great Fire of London in 1666,—
His Mother was the Daughter of

Wiliiam Collty, Cfqj of Glaipn in

Rytlandfbire, whofe Father, Sir

Anthony CMley^ by his fteady At*

tachment to the Royal CaufeJ

during the Troubles of Kis|

CUrU% Ill's Rcifn reduced hii

Efttte
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Eftate from three thoufan<l to

about three hundred Pounds per

Annum,—The Family of the Col-

ieys, tho' cxtin<fl by the Death of

our Laurcat's Uncle Edivatd Col-

ley, Efqj from whom our Author

received his Chriftian Name, and

who was the laft Heir Male of if,

had been a very ancient one, it

appearing from ff^r:'ght''s Hiftory

rt RtitlarJjh.re, that they had

Icen Sheriffs and Members of

r,irliamciit from the Reign of

llcrry VII. to the latter End of

King Charles I. In 16S2 he

wa:; fent to tlie Free School of

C'ar.tham in LincQlrijhire^ where

] e (laid till he got through it,

Ifom the lowcft I'orm lo the up-

pcrmoll, and fuch Learning as

ihdi Sthool rouldgivc him, is, as

l.c himfclf acknowledges, the

r.oft he could pretend lo: About
16 "9 he was taken from School

to itanrl for the ElcAion of Chil-

;<iron into /r/nfZif/?*r Collcdgc, but

l;iving no farther Intcrtft or Re-
commt-ndation than that of his

own naked Merit, and the be-

ine; defcended by the Mother's
Side from iVi'Uam of Wicklam
\\it Founder, it is not to be won-
(Icrd at that he was unfucccfi-

^t'nl.—Ratlici plea'.'d with wh^t
ic lonkd on as a Reprieve from
h* co.'ifined Life of a Sthool-
ioy, ihaa piqued a: tli,; Lofs of

[l.io Elcdtion, he rcuirned to /.&«•

•;, and there even thus early

•nceivtd an Inclination for the

[^tJge, which however he, on
iioie Conllderjiions th.in one,
'^iiiught proper to fuppicfs j and
l;icrcforc wrote down to hik Fa-
'ler, \vho w.is at that Time em-
l'»y<d at Cl.atjkvortb in Dirby-
':'>', by the Earl (afternards
inkr] iyf Dcvunjhire in the n'ifing

liut Srit to the Magnificence it

MS ever fmcc poflcfs'd, to intreat

h liim that lic might be fcwt aj

CI
Coon as pofliblc to theUniverfityi

—This Requcft his Father feem "d

very inclinable to comply with,

and aflur'd him in his Anfwer,
that as foon as his own Lcifure

would permit, lie would go with
him to Cav.bridgey at which Uni-
verHty he imagined he had more
Intereft to fettle him to Advant-
age than at Oxjird } but in the

mean Time fcnt for him down
to CLafivortb, that he might ia

the Interim be more immediately
under his own Eye.

Before young Ciller, however,
could fct out in his Journey for

that Place, the Prince of OrangCf

afterwards Kinv J'^ilHam HI. had
landed in the Weft, fo that when
our Author came to Nottirghanty

he found hi": Father in Arms
there anicnp the Forces which
the Eail oi De-vorfjirc had raifed

to aid that Prince. The old

Man cor.fidcring this as a very

proper Seafon for a young Fellow
to difvinguift himfelf in, and be-

ing bi fides tco far advanced in

Vc.'.rs to endure tlic Fa;igue of a

Winter Coinpaign, entreated the
Earl of Dcvonjkirt to accept of
this Son in his Room, whicii his

Lordfliip not only confentcd to,

but cvvn promifcd, that when
Affaiif were fcttk^d he would
f nilier provide for him.—Thus
.ill at cncc was the Current of
our young Hero's Fortune en-
tirely turnt d into a new Channel,
his TlioiJi;hts of the Univerfity

weic fmnhcr'd in Ambition, and
th^ inttndc.v' Academician con-
verted, to his incxprcfTiblc De-
light, into a Campaigner.
Thev had not been many D.i ..

at Nottingbam before they Viltwii
that Pr.nce Cvorge of iUn„„h,
with fome other great PtrJort,*
were gone off f.yni the K.nJ
to the Prince of Qra:^e, a,j
that the Princcfs Ame, fearing

I
*^ 3 J ten
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ticrl?athcr*8Refentinent,inCon- Pripcc an^ Prince ft of Dmmtri
te luence of this Step of her Cop- met.—H«rc tbt Troopi continuci
fort, had withdrawn herfelf from in quiet Quarters till mi the

London in the Night, and was fettlinf of me ^blick Traaq«i.
then within half a Days Journey Utyi when they were reman<M
of Nottingham ; and moreover, back to N^iiifbtm, and theik

that a Thoufand of the King's who chofe it wcte granled their

Dragoons were in Purfuit of her, IXfcharge^ among whom was out

in order to bring her back Pri- Author, who now quitted thi

foner to L0ff</off.—Altho* this laft

Article was no more than a falfe

Alarm, being one of the Strata-

gems made Ufe of over the whole
Kingdom, in order to excite and
animate the People to their com-
mon Defence

}
yet it obliged the

Troops to fcramble to Arms in

as much Order as their Confter-

jiation wouiu admit of, to haften

to her Afliftance or Refcue j but

they had not advanced many
Miles on the London Rord, be-

fore they met the Princefs in a

Coach, attended only by Lady

Field and the Hopes of Militii;

Preferment, and returned to hit

Father at Ci^f/«MrrA.—And now

his ExpeAations of future Fon

tune, in a great Mcafure. depended

upon the Promifet of Patrona|t

he had received from the Earl oi'

Dewnjhire, who, on bting l^

minded of them, was f« gooi

as to defire his Father to fai

him to Ltmdon in the Wintt),

when he would conMcr of foM

Provifion for him ) and our A»>

thor,with equal Henewr and Ca>>|

dour, acknowledges thtt it nii|k

CburcbiH and Lady Fitxbarditig, well rei^uire Tirre to cen6der i^|

I I

^hom they conduced thro* the for t'vi \* was the» much h

Acclamations of the People to

jNoftingiam,v/htrc they were that

Night entertain'd at the Charge
of the Earl of Devon/hire. On
this Occaiieis Mr. Giber being

4krir'd by his Lord/hip's Martre

VHotel to attend, the Poll af-

iign'd him was to obferve what
the Lady Cburebt'Jlf afterwards

, Putchefs of Marlborough, might on purfuing as his Summum
eall f>

. ; and from the Manner nim, and in fpite of Father,

(in which he has made Mention
«f that Lady, it is apparent that

her Charms at tJhat Time made
fudi an Impreflioa on kis young

Heart, as,^ tho' the immenfe
Diftance of her Rank obliged,

and at the fame Time perhape which tho* it h«ppeo*d fome

<nabkdhimto(apprera,yetcveaft later than his nrft eommcoi

Courfeof fifty Years which,pafle4 AAor, 1 caanot^ Mrirhnut an I

%etwecn.that P«:riod and the Time proper Intemir/tion introduce

«f hia writing his Apok^ could nny Chronological EiaAitefsvri

not entirely efAce. out breaking into the Threi^

From Kottingiam the Troept my Narrative hereafter jyetwf

•ucchei to OxftrJ, wkvt tkft U lo l^yvii c9aft«sUi 9( l»\

to krov «;hat he was really

for, than t* li«ve got him
Thing he was not fit for. Dutiii

his Period of Attendance on tk

Nobleman, however, a freijvti

Application to the Amufemts
of the Theatre, awakened
him his Paflion for the Si^

which he feem'd now detemunl

ther, or Friends to fix on u
Netltit Ultm.

Previous however to our i

ceeding to the theatrical An

dotes of his Life, it may be
{

per to mention one Cirtumf
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nee In every Man't lfiftpry,andi

which he himfelf nentions as an

Inftaace of hit Difcretion more

4efpente than that of prefertiog

the Stage to any Views of Life.

—This is no other than his Mar-

ria|e, which he enter'd into be-

fore he was quite twenty-two

Years of Age, nerdjr on the

Plan of Love, at a Time when
he himfelf informs us be had

ao more than twenty Pounds a

Year, which his Father had af-

firM to him, and twenty Shillings

fa Week from the Theatre,

which could not amount to above

thirty Pounds fer Ann, more.—
The Lady he married was Sifter

to J*h» Store, E% who for many
Years was Serjeant-Trumpet of
Ef^tand, to which Gentleman as

%{t. Ctbbtr was one Day paying a

Vifit, his Ear was charmed with

the Harmony of a Female Voice,

arconpanied by a Finger which

ferformcd in a mafterly Manner
•n » Harpfichord j beias infocm-

«d, on an Xnqniry wlHch an un-
seal Curiofity urged him to.

take, that both the Voice and
Hand bebng'4 to the Sifter of his

Friend, he begg'd ta be intro-

4uc*d, and at firflt Sight was
captivated with the View of eve-

ry pcrfonalChum that could ren^*

dier a Female amiable and at-

tra£Hve.<—Nor was (he lefs de-

i'l^bted with the SprigHtlinefs of

hi;- Wit, and the eaiy. Gaiety of
his Addrefs.—In ihort a Cburt-

Aijk quickly commenced on the

Fjuadarion of a mutual Faflion,

and terminated in a, Marriage

contrary to the Con&nt of the

young Lady's Father, who, tho*

ae afterwards thought proper to

give her fone Fortune^yet in the

Suddennefs of his Refentment t>ut

it out of his owA Power to be-

tow on htr all that he had ori-

ginaliy Intended her, by appro-

CI
had io deftgned her, to the ball4'

ing of a little Retirement on the

llamtSf which he called Sb«re'*

Follit and which has been de-

moliflied for many Years paft.

But to proceed to his dramatic

Hiftory.—It appears to have beea

t\io\iX. Ftbruary 1689, when our

Author firft became a Dangler

about theTheatre, where for fume
Time he confider'd the Priviledge

of every Day feeing Plays - fuf-

ficient Confideration for the bcft

of his Services; fo that he was full

three Quarters of a Year before

he was taken into a Salary of

ten Shillings ttr Week.—The
InAifHciency of his Voice, and

the Difadvantages of a mtagte
uninformed Perfbn, were Bars ta
his fetting out as a Hero^ and
all that feem'd promifing in him
was an Aptnefs of Ear, ajid ta

Confequencc of that a Juftnefs

in his Manner of fpeaking.—The
Parts he play'd were very trivial

}

that which hr was firft taken

any confiderable Notice of Being

of na grtater Coniequence than
the Chisplain in the Oiftan ;

aid he himfelf informs us, that

the Cemmeodations he received

on that Occadon from Goedman,

a Veteran of Eminence on the

Stags, which he had at that

Time quitted, filled him with a
Tranfport which could fcarcoly

be exceeded by thofe of AUxanutr
or CbarUi XIK at the Head of
their vi^rious Armies. Hia
neat Step to Fame was in Con-
fequencc of Queen Mary% having

commanded the Doublt Dteler to

be adled> when Mr. Kynajion, who
originally play'd Lord Touclnu9oJ^

being fo ill, as to he entirely

incapable of going on for it,

Mr. CUer, on the Recommrn^
dation o£ Cotigrtve, tb£ Author
of the Play, undertook tha Part^

and at that very fliort Notice, pcr-

SmmU U io weUi. tli£t Mr. CcKm.

} » it h K in
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frfv* not only paid him fotnc^ecry

igh Complements on it, but rc-
' commended him to anEnlargcment
" of Salary from fifteen to twenty
Shillings per Week.—But even

' this Succefs did not greatly ele-

vate the Rank of Eftimation in

vhich he ftood with the Patcn-

;
tecs as an After j for en the

opening of Drury-Lane Theatre
• in 1693, with the Remainder of

;

the old Company, on the Revolt

of Bettcrtcn and fcveral of the

principal Performers to Llr.colm-

Jnn Fields, an Occafional Pro-

I

logue which he had written, al-

j
I

tho' acknowledged the beft tliat

j

had been offer' d, and very readily

i paid for, yet would not be ad-

mitted to an Acceptance on any
ftther Terms than his abfolutely

( rclinquiftiing any Claim to the

'fpeaking it himfclf.

Soon after his accepting of the

Pari of Fondlnvife in the Old

Batchekr on a fudden Emtrgency,

in which, by the clofeft Imita-

tion of Dcgoft, who had been an

original Performer of it, not on -

ly in Drefs, bat in Voice and

Manner, he obtained an almoft

imbounded Plaudit from the Au-
dience, gave him fome little

Flight of Reputation
;

yet not

only this, but even the Applaufe

which in the enfuing Year he

obtained, both as an Author and

Aftor, by his firft Comedy, called

Z.<niit Shift, or the FoJ in Fa-

Jhicn, were infufficient to pronKte

him to any confiderable Caft of

pat ts, till the Year j 696, when Sir

"Join Var.brugh did him a double

honour, -vim. firft, by borrowing

the Hint of his Comedy for the

writing of his Relapfe, by Wjy of

Sequel to it
J

and fccoiiulv, by

fixing <^ii ilm for the Peiiurm-

unce of his favorite Charaftci- in

it of Lord Foppir,oton.—In 1706,

howevei, we find him confidcrcd

iy Mr. Ri(b ibc Patentee, as of

C I

fomc Confequence, by liis except,

ing him from the Number of the

Performers whom he j^ermitted

Mr, Siviney to engage with for

his Theatre in the Haymariet^

(tho' our Author, on finding hitn-

felf nightly us'd by this Ma.
nager, paid no Reg;jrd to that Ex-
cep.ion, but joined Siviney) and

in the enfuing Year, when his

Friend Colonel Brett obtained a

fourth Share in the Patent, and

that the Performers formed a Co-
alition, and returned to Drury

Lane, Mr. Cibber alfo conceded

to the Treaty, and returned wi^
them

J
but on the filencing of

the Patent in 1709, he, together

with Wilks, Doggst and Mrs. Oid'

field, went over again to Mr,
Sit^iney*

In- 1711, he became united as

joint Patentee with Collier, H'llh

and Doggrt, in the Management
of Drury Lane Theatre.—And af-

terwards in a like Partner/Iiip

with Booth, lf^:lh and Sir Rich.

'Steele,—During this latter Period,

which continued till 1731, th«

Englijb Strige was perhaps in the

moft flourishing State it ever en-

joy'd,——But the Lofs of Booth,

Mrs. OldfeU, Mrs. Porter and

Mr. pf'Uks, lopping off it's prin-

cipal Supports, Mr. Qdl/cr fold

out his Share of the Patent, and

retired from the public Bufincr.

of the Stage, to which howcvur

he at a few particular Periods

occafionally returned, performing

at no lefs a Salary, as I hav;

been informed, than fifty Gui-

neas per Night } and in the Ve.tr

1745, tho' upwards of fcvenfy-

four, he appear'd in the Clia-

ra£ler of Randolph tho Pope's Le-

gate, in his own Tragedy, called

Papal Tyranny, v.hich he per-

formed, notwithftanding his .1
1-

vanccd Age, with great Vigoiu

and Spirit.

"What miijht pciharrbe nn ad-

ditional
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be ?>nad-

fitlonaUnduccment to this Ceiw MaAer told turn at tht fiuM

tieman to leave the Stage at tlic Timo that what wai go«4 of k
Time be did, when, as he him- was better than any Boy's i» the

felf tells us, though it began to Form.—-The fame odd Fate frc-

grow late in Life ^ith him, yet, ^tiently attended the Cuurfe of

ftill haviiig Health and Strength hit later ConduA in Life, for the

enough to have been as ufcful on Indifcretion, or at leaft unlkilful

the Stage .s ever, he was under Openneis with which he always

no vifible Neceflfity of quitting a^ted, drew more Ill-Will to-

il, might be his having, in the wards him, than Men of worfe

Yea; 1730, on the Death of Mr. MoraU and ntMre Wit might have

Eufden, been promoted to the v«- met with j whiUl hit Ignorance

cant Laurel, the Salary annexed and Want of Jealoufy of Man^
to which, together with what he kind was fo ftrong> that it wM
hid faved from the Emoluments with ReIu£Unce he could Ire

of the Theatre, and the Sale of brought to believe any Perfon he

bis Share in the Patent, fet him was acquainted with capable of

above the Neceffity. 01 continuing Envy, Malice, or Ingratitude.-^

on it.—And after a Number of In (hort, a Degree of Vanity fuf-

Yenn pais'd in the utmoft Eafe, ficient to keep him ever in Tern-
Gaiety and Good^Humoor, he de- per wihhimfcU) blended with

parted this Life towards the latter fuch a c^hare of Humility as made
Eod of (he Year 1757, having him feniible of his own FoUief>

juft complcated his 86th Year. ready to -dcknow^dge them, and

Mr. CUer has, in his own as readv to laugh at them } a

Apology for his L«fe, drawn fo fpriginiy Readincfs ot Wit and

open and candid a Portrait of Repaitee, which frequently en-

ibimfelf in every Light in which abled him to keep the Laugh in

[vecan have occafion to confider his Favour, with a Fund of Good*
I bin, that 1 can by no Means do

joiore juftice to his Character than

Iby taking feparately the feveral

Teatures of that Portrait to en-

lable the Reader to form an Idea

Df him in the feveral Points of
|View, of a Man, an jiiitr, and
1» H^riter.

Nature which was not to be ruf-

fled when the Jeft happened to

run agaiijft him ; t('.,ether with 5

l^riiat natural Quicknefs of Part£^

and an intimaie Acquaintance

with elegant and polite Life feed

to be the principal MaUrialt tt
which his CharaAer was ceai*

hi a Man he hat told us, that pos'd.—r <. Men h«l more p«r-

ven from his School-Days there Ibnal Friends aad Admire: Med
it <*ver a Degice of Incoafiftency few Men perhaps a greater Nuna-
n his Difpoutien { that b« was ber of vndcfervfd BaeiMiet.—

A

Aeady Attachment to tbofe Re-
volution Principles which he
AtA fet oat with in Life, though

not purfued by hitn with Viru-

lence or Oft'ence to any one»

holly dcferved.—A giddy Nr{;- created a Party agai ail him whidh
igence always pod'cfs'd him, in- almoft conftantly prevented hat

much that he tells us he ra- receiving thofe Advantages from
embers having been onee his Writings, or that Applau/e

Hpp'd. for hii Theae, tho' hit for^ A^og* which both juftiy

, mentcd*

ilways in full Spirits { in fome
pall Capacity to do right, but in

more frequent Alacrity to do
trong; and confequontly often

iinder a wovfe ChtraAer than he

1'
\
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IherUed.—Yet, that' the Male-
volence of his Opponents had
ery littk EfFefi on his Spleen,

is apparent throfgh the whole
Courfc of his Dil^utes v/ith Mr
Pc/>ff who, tho' e much fup rior

•Writer with Refpe<l to Subii-

tnity and Corrertncfr yet ftoofi

Tcry little Chance when obliged

to t'iicounter with the Kcennefs
of his Raillery, and thecafy un-
jfTe-fud Nonchalance of his Hii-

•TROi'r.—In a Word, he feem'd
• no'^ tn'" of Sir J?rrry JVild'airs

Temper, v hofc Spleen nothing

cou'd .-.ovc bur Iniponibilities.

—

Kor cij il feer within the Pow-
er of even Age and Infirmity to

get the better of this- Self-created

Happinefs in his Dlfpofition, for

even in the very latter Years of

his Life I remember to have feen

him, when, amidA a Circle of

Perfons, not on: of whf m per-

l.-,j.5 htd .Vitained to the ihird I'art

rf his Afe, yet his Mr. Ciller,

by hisenfy Gooclhurnour, Livcli-

njfs of Converlalion, and a pe

culiar Happinefs he had in tfll-

ing a Story , been apparently

the very Life of the Corrp.iny,

?.nd. but for the too evident

. Marks cf the Hand of Time on
his Fcatinr.e, might have been
imagined ihe yourgeft Man in it,

—Add to this, that befides thefe

fuperAcial Agremttiiy he was pof-

fefs'd of great Humanity, Bene-
volence and univerfal Philanthro

py, and by continued Anions of

Charity, Compaflion and Bene-
ficence, ever bore the ftrongeft

Teftin '

il to his being Maft«r

of th ightert of all fublunary

Gems, a truly good Heart.

A% an Aricr nothing can furely

be a ftronger Proof of his Merit

than the Eminence which he at-

taincd to in that rrufeHion, in

Oppofition to all the Difadvan-

U|e& >i-hich, by hli own Account,

^ CI
we find hf iwid to ftruggli' wi!-).

For, exclufivc ol •r'Mc Pains take:

by many of his Cotemporarics %
keep him bi-! ivv the i''oli*; : of ti

:

PubJic, Nature feem'd hcrfelfw

oppoiV his Ad .' incemcnt.

His Ptifon at firft, though not

ill-made, was, he tells us, irea.

grt rnd uninformed
;

(lut thij

Dcitit \v,?! probably foon aintnd-

cd, .aS hv l-'tterly had .• Figure of

fufficienily Fuli'cfs a;»i Wi-ight

for any Part) r. s Complexion

was pale and difmal, and his

Voice weak, thin, and imlininj

to the Treble.—His greatcft /J.

vantages feem to have been thofe

of a very accurate Ear, and a

critical Jut^gment of Nature.—

His chid Excellency lay in the

Walk of Ftps and feeble old Mtn

in Comedy, in the former of

wh '^h he does not appear ever to

have been excelled in any Period

before him, or nearly equalled in

any ilnce.—Yet, it is apparent,

that he frequently a£led Parts ofl

Confequence in Tragedy, aj)i[

thofe too, if not with the Admi«|

ration^, yet with the patient Suf-

ferance of the Audiencej and tW

Rank of Eftimatiori he ftocdiii|

with Refpefl to the Public in

the oppofcd Lights of a Tra^^ ^i»

and a comic Performei, tann^

be better defcribed than in hii

own Words. " I was vai.i ^

* nough to think ," fays he

':ad more Ways thi

>;;je at Applaufe, a:

he Variety of Clii

Cted, the Chances

yere the ftronj^cfl on

;xu\. That if the Multitu

' • r?- not in a Roar tu fee

*« .. :' Minal Woljey, I could

t." '
' cm in Alderman fi;

• If they hated mc il

^ir FofUng they to'

" me fei 2 fine Centhiman.-l
" ihey -ere filcnt at Syphax,

*' that .!

" one t..

«* that

"raft

I

:•. I
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\*' haJtan Eunuch was more ap-

plauded than when I fung in

< Sir Courtly.—'li the Morals of

ji" yFfop w ere too grave for them,
' Juilice Sha/ozv was as Ample
" and as merry an old Rake as

' the wifeft of our young ones
'•«« could wi/h me.—And though

' the Terror and Deteflation

' rais'd by King RicLird might
' be too ftvtrc a Delight for

them, yet the more gentle and
I* modern Vanities of a Poet BayeSf

or the well-bred Vices of a Lord
|« hppington, were not at all more
•'than their merry Hearts, or

nicer Morals could bear."

Tho' in this Account, iAx.Cibber

las fpoken with great Moderation
i himlelf, yet it is apparent

at he mull have had great M&>
[it in Tragedy as well as Come-

fincc the ImpreHion he made
the Audience was nearly the

me in both ; for as it is well

nown that his Excellence in re-

cfen(ing the Fops, induced ma-
te imagine hwn as great aCox -

b in real Life as he appeared

be on the Stage, fo, he in-

irmi us, that from tL , Dciight
feem'd tu take in pcrforminjj

ic villainous Charaflers in Trap
:dy, half his Auditors were per-

(aded that a great Share of the
Ickednefs of them muft have
en in his own Nature.——But
is he confefTcs th - hr look'd
in the very 1-'.^ , ! ;tje,.-on
in this Place . er aa a Praife

i4a - Cenfur . o/ his Perform-
ice, fmce Avirfion in that Cafe
nothing moix than an Hatred
urr'd for being like th' Thing
gbt to be like.

ihe third and laft View sn
icK we are to confider him is

^ of a fFritr,—'In this Cha-
ler he was at T nc . "crv fe-

-'W^l handled hy ior s ^1
' if c«»

C I

temporary Critics j but by noni
with mors HarHinefs th;in Mr.
Pof>e. Party Zeal, however,
feems to have had a large Shurs
in exciting the Oppofition againfl

him, as it is apparent, that when
uninfluenced by Prejudice, the
Audience has, through a Coiirftf

of upwards of lixty Years, receiv-

ed great Pleafure from many of
his Plays, which have conftantly

formed Part of the Enteitainmcnt
of every Seafon, and many of
them repeatedly performed with
that Approbation they undoubt-
edly merit. The moft impor-
tant Charge againft him feems to

have been that his Plpts were not
always his own, whichReflexion
would have been juft, had he pro-

duced no Plays but fuch as he had
alter'd from other Authors, but
in his firft Letter to Mr. Pofie he
affures us, and with great Truth,
that his Foo! in Fajhion and Cart-

lefi llujbandy in particular, were
ai much (if not fo va/uaS/eJ Ori-
ginals, as any Thing his Anta--

gonift had ever written.—And in

Excufe for thofe which he did

only alter, or indeed compile frosn

others, it is evident that they
wcie for the moft Part compoftd
by collct'ling what little was good'

in perhaps feveral Pieces which •

had had no Succefs, and were
laid afide as theatrical J ..t„lc-.-m,

On this Account he was fre-

quently treated as i Plagiary, yet
.: is certain, that many of thofe >

Pjays which h^l been dead to
the Stage c t of nil Memory^^
have, by his a/Tifting. Hand, noC
only b:cn reflor'd to Life, but
have even continued ever fince in

full Sp3.it and Vigour.—On this

Account furely the Public and tho
original Authors are greatly in-

debted 10 biai> th?,^ SeJntijneiit of •

J .
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tlie PoAt being certainty trtief

Cbi tme rUm dtl Stfokrt, ed

in Fitm hjerha.

Petnrch.

Kor htve other Writers been

lb violently attacfcei for the fame
Fault.—Mr. Dryien thoaght it no
Diminution of his Fftme to take

the Uitut Liberty with the 7Mf»

/^ an4 the 7>vr/wf tni Cnjffda of
Mai^/peare. Nor do thefe ilter'd

Inlays, «tMr.G'3&rjuftly|>ksds,
take frMii the Merit of thofe

mote fuctafsfol Piecei« which
wrert tlitirely his own.*—A Tay»
lor tint can make a new Goat
well i« notfurely the worfe V/ork-
man becaufe he can mend an old

one
J

a Cohkr may t?e allowed to

be afeful, tho* no one will con*

tend for his being famous ; nor

is any Man blameable for doing

a little good., tho' he cannot do

at much as ;inother»-»*~-Btfide;;,

Mr. Cihier candidly declares, that

whenever he took upon him to

make fome dormant Play of an

old Author dt for the Stage, it

WM heneilly not to be idle that

fet hlro to work, as a good HoQfe>

wife will mend old Linen when
file has not better Employment,
•->Bttt that, when h« was more
warmly engaged, by a Subject en.

ttrely new, he only 1^ouj[^t it a

good Sut^efti when h ft«m'd

¥Mmhy of an abler Ptn than h^
•wn, aA4 ttight prove as ufeful

t*th« HtiHf as profitable t6 him-
Mf«**oAfld indeed, this tfkntitA

PiMe of Merit mnft be gr;inftrd

t* liis own original Plays, ifix.

tlMt they always tend to the 1th-

l>»«fvtmefit of the Mind as well

aa the Cntm?' ament of the Eyej

thti Vice a..d FoHy, howev«#
pleaftftgly InbHed, are cotfftantly

UA*d, ridiculed or reclaift<4 it

C I

them, »sd Virtue as conftamly'

rewaraed*

There ic an Argument, indeed,

which might be pleaded in Fk*

vour of^this Author, were lit

Ptayt poflcla'd of a much fmallcr

Share of Muit than is to be

found in them, which is, that he

wrote, at kaft in the early Pan
of hit -Life, thro' Necellity, for

th« Support of his encreafing Fa.

mily: his precarious Income u
an Actor being then too fcanty to

fupfrfy it, with even the Necef-

farleiof Lifet andwith great Plea-

fiiHtry h« aequaihts us, that hii

Mufe and hij Spoufe were equally

proline ; thit the one was feldom

Mother of a Qiild, but in the

fame Year the other made h m
the Father of • Play j and t^at

thfty had bad a Dozen of etch

Sort between tkem , of boti

which Kinds fOme died in ")"':;

Ihfancy, ond near an equal Nun*
ber of each were ahve when he

qukted the Theatre.—No Won-
der then, when the Mufe is on\j

called upon by Family Duty, tbt

/he fheuld not ahrayi r^icc la

the Fruit of h«r Labonrt—Tiui
BveulSe, I fiiy, m^ghtbe pleadtd

in Mr« CiMtr's favour; but I

muft conftfs myielf of the Opi«

nion that thfre is no OccaAon

for the Pica ; and that his Piayi

have Merit enough to IbeaJc their

ow« Oaufe, wi^hoot fht Necef-

fitf of begging Indulgence.*—His

Ploft, whftthar ori|^|ia] or bor*

rowed, are iWely altd faH of Bb>

fineft, yet not cOlrfiHed in tht

AdKon nor bungled in the CiAi-

ftvopvie. '>^Nh Gherb^en arewtil

drawn, and his Dialflfue nfj,

genteel and ^aturaf.-^And if iu

hM nM tk£ if^ r>c ll7it of t

Ctngrtv* or a ^<s. .^ • ^. yet thftt

it a Ltfaufiancc . ar^cy in bit

TNuffets frttich ^^^iM-9ti »h»^

equal Pic:
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conftaotly f'^ '"'l
ua1 Plcafurc, nnd a Purity in 16. ProvoVd flujhar-.d. Com,

(Part by Sir John ran-
brtigh.

)

17. Htfufal. C.

18. Riva! Fools. C.

19. Rival ^eam. Burlcfque

Tragedy.

20. Scbool-Bcy. Farce.

21. She ivoud and She tvou'd

not. C.

22. Venus and Adonis,
Mafque.

23. fVcman^s ^'it. C,

24. Xerxes. T,
25. XlMENA. T.
*JiBBER, Mrs. 5?/ fanna Maria,

This Lady, whole Maiden Name
was Arncy and whofe Mcilt as

an Aclrels is fo well known, and
has been fo long eftabh/hed, vv:\s

the Daughter of an eminent Up-
liolfteicr in Covent Carder., and is

Sifter to that great MuficalCom-
pofer Dr. Thomas Augujlin, An:e.

his Stijtinicnts and Morals, the

Wart of which in the above-

namtd Authors has fo frequently

and id iiiftly beencenfur'd.—In a

Wbrd, I think the Englijh St.ige

more obliged to Mr. Cibber for a

Fund of rational Entertainment,

tiian to any dramatic Writer this

Nation has produced, Shakefpcare

only excepted,—And one unan-

fwerable Evidence has been borne

to the Sati«faftion the f'ublic

have received from his Plays
j

and Aifh an one as no Author be-

/idcs himfelf can boaft, -visi. that

auho' the Number of his drama-

tic Pieces is veiy extenfive, h.ilf

rf thjm at leaft are new, and

feem likely to continue, on the

L'ft "^f aifting and favor'te Plays.

As i Writer, exclufive of the

I
?t:igi;, his two Letters to Mr.
I'cpc, and his Apologyfor bis civn

Life, arc too well known, and

too jiiftly admired, to leave me
?py Room to expatiate on their

Worth. His dramatic Pieces

I. C^.sAR in HfjvPT. Tr.

a, Cnrelejs Hufhand, O.

3, Chuck. Opera, (attributed

to this Gentleman by th;

P!ditor.)

4. Comical Loven. C.

5. Damon and Phillida.
Ballad Part.

6, Double GaUart, C.
''. Hob. Ballad Farce.

t. Lady's laf Stake. C.

9. J.oi-e it: a Riddle. Palloral

Ballad Opera.
"1 Love makes a Man* C.
IT. Lcve's laft Shift. C.

12. M Y R T 1 1. 1, c , l»aftoral

InierUide.

ly Nonjuror. C.

Pape2l 'J'yranny ::. the Rfign

of King JoHS. T.

15 Pfroi.la <»ft(^ IiADoa Ai
Tng.

Her firft App '-jnceon the

Sta^'e was as a Siiip,cr ; in vvliich

Li^iht the Sweetnefs of her Vcice
and the Strei'.^th of her Judg-
ment render'd her very foon con-
fpicuous. In the Year 1736,
however, (he made her firft At-
tempt as a fpeaking Perfbrmcr,

in the CharadVcr of Zara, in Mr,
Hiirs Tragedy of that Name, be-

ing it's firft Reprcfe.iwition
j in

which Part flie gave both Sur-
prize and Delight to the Audi-
ence, who v.cre no lefs charmed
with the Beauties of her prcfent

Poiformance, than with the Prof-

pcii cf future Enterta'nm.ent

from fo valuable an Acquifition

to ih*. Stage.—A Profpcc^ which
has ev5'r fince been perfeftly

maintair.d, and a Meridian Luf-
trc ihor. forth fully cjual to

what was prcnifed from the
Morning Dawn.—And thoocih it

may not appear to h.iA'c any im-
mediate K hdon with our pro-

fer.t Dp'^.t"* yet I ..u;.j.or, with

f ^ ] Juilice

'iHrfr-ifi

...m ii,

'il^

^¥^ M
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Jufticc to her Merits, difpenfe

with the ttanf/ritting down to

Pofterity, V« !. Opportunity,

fome flif.K- 'dea jt ;hii capital

Ornamcn': of our prefent StJge.
—*Ht:r ferfon is ftill perfc^Iy e-

Icgant ; for although ihe is fomc-
\vhat declined beyond the Bloom
of Youth, and even wants that

Embonpoint, which fometimet i

afliftant in concealing the itriprd-

fion made by the Hand of Time,
yet there is fo compleat a Sym-
metry and Proportion in the dif-

ferent Parts which conftitute this

Lady's Form, that it is impofli-

ble to view her Figure and not

think her young, or look in her

Face and not confider her hand-
ibne.~Her Voice is beyond Con-
ception plaintive andmufical, yet

far from deficient in Powi*rs for

the Expreflion of Refcntment or

Difdain, and fo much equal Com-
jnand of Feature does ihe poflefs

for die Rtprefentation of Pity or

Jlage, of Complacence or Difdain,

that it would be difficult to fay

vhether flie affe£ls the Hearts of

an Audience moC-, \vl:en playing

the gentle, the delicate Cc//a, or

the haughty, the refenting Hcr-

7K!cne] in the innocent hnc-fick

yn/.'ct, or in the forfakcn, the

enrag'd/?//V/<z —In a Word, thro'

every Cafl of Tragedy /he is ex-

cellent, and
J
could we forget the

Excellence of a/'r/VfZ'a/Y/, we fliould

be apt to fay, inimitable.—»—-She
has of late made forr- Attempts

in Comedy. •— The V ;e, how-
,ever, been in no Deji,,ee equal to

her Excellence in Uie oppofite

Walk, and indeed, sfter the Men-
tion I have juft made of another

Lady, it will be fufficient to re-

mind my Reader, that one ^Bcr
and one Aclrefs umverfally capital,

is as much as can be expc6led to

be the Produce of a fingle Cen-

tury.—-—But to drop ,this Digref-

CI a

fion. Mr?. Cihkr was fcronl

Wife to Mr. rhccphilui dl'kr,

whofe Life 1 (hall immediately

relate fome of the Circumflancei

of.—-In what Year they were mar-

ried I do not cxaftly know, Lut

imagine it to have been no very

long Time before he: Appearance

in Zara, that being by his own
' ':countin 1736, and in the Year

1733 '*'' Comedy of the Lcrir

came firft on the Stage, a prin-

cipal Part in which was per-

formed by hisfirfc Wife.—What
were the Confequences of their

Union is too well known to ren-

der my entering into any Parti-

culars in Relation to them nccc.'-

fary.

Mrs. CiBBER has a Right to

a Place in this Wo k as a dra-

matic Writer, having brought i

very elegant little Piece on tn;

Stage, taken frof^ the Fnr.:t,

called,

The Oracle. Com. of one Acl,

C I B B E R , Mr. Theophi/us.—
This Gentleman was Son of tkl

celebrated Laureat, and Hufbanil

to the Lady mentioned in th

preceding Article.——As if tlitl

very Beginning of his Life «3i

intended a Prefage of the Confii-|

fion and Perplexities which wc:

to attend the Progrefs of it, .w

of the dreadful Cataftrophe wliic

was to put the clofing Period ti

it, he was born tn the Day
the violent and deftruftive Storm

in the Year J 703, whofe Fm

rang'd over the greateft Part

Europe, but was particularly fsti

to this Kingdom.—In what Di

Steps h° tr

equal Exce
cient to i

with inoft

ration of

prefent Wo
of Improver

.
The fam

tions which
to his Fat
vancement,

ly in his W,
fir from pie
his Face ra

Voice had
but without

I

gree of Elderfliip he flood amoij

the Children of the Laureat

know not, but as it is apparei

that Mrs. Ciilicr was very proliiij

and as our Hero did not comeil

to the World till ten Years a/tj

his Father's Marriage, it is pn

bable h« had many Seniors.

Abei

niony which
Midtr of.—
good Under
ncfs of Parts
f>f what he
together wit
Manner, ant
which was
t'l-aradcrs

N ! f
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About the Year 1716 or 1717 hf

was ft lit to Jf'inchfjicr School,

\vh!;rc he received all the Educa-

tion he had to boilT ot", and I

bflii'vc very foon atu r his Return

from thence canne on rho Stag-*.

— hiclinatjon and Genius pre ba-

bly induced him to inakc this

Profellion his Choice, and the

Power his Fa'htr pofTcl's'd as one

of tiic Managers of the Theatre-

Royal, together with the Efli-

;nation he flood in as an A£lor,

enabled this liis Son to purfuc it

with confiderable Advantages,

which c!o not always fo favoura-

bly attend the firft Attempts of a

you'ig Performer.—In this Pro-

fefiioii, however, he quickly gave

Proofs of great Merit, and loon

attained a confiderable Sh.ire of

the public Favour.—His Manner
of ading was in the fame Walk
of C'harafters which his Father

ha'l uth fo much and fo juft a

Repu:ation fupporttd.———In his

Steps h? trod, and the' not with
equal Excellence, yet with fuffi-

cicnt to fet him on a Rank
with mod of the rifing Gene-
ration of Performers, both as to

prefent Worth and future Profpedl

of Improvemcntt

The fame nsitural Imperfec-

tions which were fo long the Bars

to his Father's theatrical Ad-
vancement, ftood ftill moreftrong-

ly in his Way.—-His Perfon was
f.ir from pleafing, the Features of

his Face rather difguftful.—His
Voice had the fame (hrill Treble,

but without that Mufical Har-
mony which Mr. Cu'lcyCibier was
Mifler of.—Yet ftill an apparent

good Underftanding and Quick-
ncfs of Parts ; a perfect Knowledge
of what he ought to reprefcnt

;

together vilh a Vivacity in h's

Manner, and a Kind of Effrontcric

which was well adapted to the

Charadcrs he was to rcprcfent,

C I

pretty amply cotintcr!Kill,i"rrd

thofi" Deficiencies.— In a Wc^rd,

his firft fettingout in Life ft'cm'd

to promifc the AiTuiancc of fu-

ture H.ippinefs to him both as to

Eafe, and even AiT^iicnce of Cir-

cumftances, and with Refpec't to

Fame and Reputation j had not

one Foible overclouded his bright-

eft Profpefts, and at length led

him into Errors, theCoiifequences

of which it was ahnofl impoflible

he (hould ever be able to retrieve,

—TJ)is Foible was no other than

Extravagance and Want of Occo-
nomy,—A Fondnefs for Indul-

gences which a moderate Incon:e

could not aflord, probably induced

him to fubmit to Obligations

which it had the Appearance of

Meannefs to accejit of
J

the Con-
fcioufnefs of thofe Ohhgations,

and the Ufe he imagined they

might be made of againft him,
perhaps might at firft prevail on
him to appear ignorant of what
it was but too evident he could

not avoid knowing, and after-

wards urge him to Steps, in the

Purfuance of which, without his

by any Means avenging his

Wrongs, his Fame, his Peace of

Mind, his Credit, and even his

future Fortunes were all wrecked
at once.——The real actuating

Principles of the human Heart it

is impoflible to dive into, and the

charitably difpos'd Mind will ever

be inclinable to believe the beft
j

efpecially with Regard to thofe

who are no longer in a Condition

to defend themftlves.—Let then

his Afhes reft in Peace, and

avoiding any minute Inveftigation

of -thofe Circumftances which caft

a low'ring Cloud over his Gba-
ra£ler while living, proceed we to

thofe few Particulars which im-
mediately comje witiiin our No-
tice as his Hiftorlographers.

Mx.Tbcobhilui Cilber then feems

[ G 2 J t9
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to have entcr'd fiift into the Ma-
trimonial State pretty early in

Life. His firft Wife was one

Mifs Jenry Johnfort, who was a

Companion and Intimate of Mifs

Raftor\ (now Mrs Cli-ve) and in

her very earlxft Years had a

ih-ong Inclination for the Stage,

Thia Lady, according to her Huf-
band's own Account of her,

feem'd likely to have made a ve-

ry confpicuous Figure in the The-
atre, had not Death put a Stop to

her Career in the very Prime of

Life.—She left behind her two
Daughters, Jitr.e and Elizabeth,

both of v.hom arc, I believe, ftill

living,—The firft -mentioned of

Thefe Ladies made two or three

Attempts on the Stage j buttho*

'agreeable in her Perfon and cle-

V'jnt in her Manner, yet, from
the Want of fufficient Spirit, and

tlie Det'eft of but an indifferent

Voice, ftie met v\'ith no extraor-

dinary Succefs.

Aner the Death of Mrs. yn}:e

CUinr, Wr. Cif^hrr, in the Year

1734, or 1735, paid his AddrclTes

to iMifj ^i:j',ir.na Maria Arne,

whofe amiable and virtuous Dif-

pofition, he himfelf informs us,

were the Confiderations that in-

duced him to make her his Wife.
•—She was at that Time remark-

able on the Stage only for her

xnuficai Qiialifications ; but fo n

after their Marriage made her

lirft Attempt as an Aftvefs, her

Succefs in which I have taken

Notice of under the lafl Article.

•-—Mr. Ciibcr'h Pecuniary Indif-

crctions, however, not permitting

him to rtftrain his Expences

within the Limits of his own
and bis Wife's Salaries and Bene-

£ts, tho' their Amount was very

confiderab'e, he took a Journey
to Frarct- tor fome flio'.t Time in

the Year 1738, on his Return

from v.bich he appears ilril to

C I

have taken Notice of too clnfc an

Intimacy between his Wife and

a certain young Gentleman of

Fortune, with whom he had u-

nited himfelf apparcnt'y by all

the clcfefl Ties of Friendfljip.—

.

How far he was or was not guilty

of the Meannefs changed on him
of being acceflary to their Corref-

pondence is a Point J Diall not

here enter into the Difcufllon of.

—A Suit was commenced forCri.

minalConverfation, he laying hij

Damage at 5000). the Verdiift

on which of only ten Pounds Da.
mages, too plainly evinces the

Senfe of the Adminiftrators of

Juftice in the Cafe to need any

farther Comment.
After this Event Mr. 'CiHer'i

Creditors, who were numerou.',

and had perhaps been fomewhat
appeafcd from the Profpeft of the

pecuniary Advantages that might
accrue to their D;btor in Confc-

quence ofthe Trial, became more
impatient than ever, and not long

after Mr. Cibbcr was arreftcd for

fome confiderable Sums, and

thrown into the King's Bench
Prifon.—By the Means of Bcno-
fit Plays, however, and other Af-

fi fiances, he obtained his Liber-

ty
J

but as the Affair rolatmg to

his Wife, who was now become
an Aftrefs of the firft Con''e-

quence, and in the highcft Fa-

vour with the Town, had greatly

prejudiced him, not only in the

Opinion of the Public, but even

by ftanding as a Bar to his thea-

trical Engagements j and as his

natural Paflion tor Diflipation

could not be kept within Bounds,

thefe Difficulties repeatedly oc-

cur'd to him, and he was fre-

quently excluded entirely from

any Theatre for a whcile Seafoa

together.—In rhefc DiftixfTcs he

was ever ready to head any thoJ-

itrical Mutiny that might put it

in

'I'
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in his Power to form a Separate

Company, which he more than

once attempted to fix at the The-
atre in the Haymarket, but in

vain 5 the Lcgillative Power urged

to lixertionby the Intcrcftsof the

iibbliflicd and patent Theatres,

co.iftantly putting a Stop to his

Proceedings after a few Night's

Performance.—In one continual

Sale;' of Diftrefs, Extravagance

and Perplexity of tliis Kind, did

he continue till the Winter of

1:57, when he was engaged by

Mr. Sheridan to go over to DubUn
to ullill him in making a Stand

againft the new Theatre jnft thi-n

opened in Oppofition to him in

Cr.w-Stnvt,—On this Expedition

Mr. Cii/kr embarked at Park-

Gut:', (together with Mr. Mad-
ilo.\- tile celebrated Wire Dancer,

who had alfo been engaged as an
Auxiliary to the fame Theatre)

on board the Dublin Trader, fome
Time in the Month of Othber

j

but the high Winds, which arc

frequent at that Time of the

Year in St. George ?. Channel,

and which are ffiial to many
Veffels m the Paflage from this

Kingdom to Ireland, proved par-

ticularly fo to this.—The Vc/fel

was driven to the Coaft of Scot-

hind, where it was caft away,
every Sdul in it (and the Pafl'en-

gCis were extremely numerou')
periling in the Waves, an i the
Ship itfelf fo entirely IcJt, that
fcarcely any Vertige,a of it re-

mained to indicate where it had
becriwreck'djcXceptijigaBox con-
taining Books aad Papers, which
were kaowa ta be Mr. Clbber's,

and which were caft up on the

W(«^ern Coaft of Scotland.

Thus fell the well-known Mr.
VlaphHus Cibbert whofe Life was
begun, purfued and ended in a

Storm.—Poftefled of Talents that

mi^ht have made him hiippy, and

C L
Qualities that might have ren-

der'd him beloved, yet thro' a too

infatiable Thirft of Pleafurc, and
a Want of Confideration in the

Means of purfuing it, his Life

was one Scene of Mifcry, and
his Charadler made the Mark of

Cenftirc and Contempt.——Now,
however, let his Virtues, which
Were not a few, remain on I^c*

cord, and for his Indifcretions,

Let them be buried with him
in the Grave,

But not remember'd in his

Epitaph.

As a Writer, he has not ren-

dcr'd himfelf very confpicuous ex-

cepting in fom;? Appeals to ihc

Public on peculiar Circumft.nnccs

of his own diftrefTcd Life.— lie

was indeed concerned in, and h.-.s

put his Name to, an Account of

the Lives of the Poets of Grrat-

Britain and Ireland, in five Vol,

8vo.—But in this Work his own
peculiar Share was very inconfi-

derable, many other Hands hav-

ing been concerned W'th him in

it,—In the dramatic Way he has

alrered for the Stage three Piecrs

of other Authors, and producc.l

one Original of his own.—Their
Titles will be found in the en-

fuing Lift.

I. Iknry VI. Trag. frcni

Shakfffeare,

z,. Lover. Com,

3. Patie and Peggy. Ballad Cp»
and

4, An Alteration of Shahf-

peare^i Romio a>:d Juliet.

Ct. anc y, Dr. Midael,—This

Gentleman, who I believe ir. ftiil

living, was a Phyfician, and, as

I imagine, a Native of Ireland,

one of his Plays having been ori-

ginally aftcd in that Kingdom-
He had the Misfortune to lofe

his Sight, in Confideration of

[ G 3 J
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wUlch his la^ Majerty was plraf-

cd to beftow on him a Pcnfion

of forty Pounds per Annum during

Life ; and in the Year 1746. the

Manager of Drury Lane gave him
a Benefit in that Theatre.—The
Play he made Choice of was

Ocdi/<iis, King of Thebes, in which

the Dcftor himfelf performed the

Part of Tircftas the blind Pro-

phet, the Novelty of which, to-

gether with Dr. C'ancy'a pre:it

, Pcrfor.ai Intorcft, broiiglit a very

nun^eroiis Audience.—He is .Au-

thor (/F a Latin Prcm, entitled,

I'emjy'un: I'ereris, five yhnorum

Rlapfcdiit, and of two dramatic

rietes, whofc Titles are,

1. Hermon, Prince of Cho-
v.:e.j\. T.

2. SL:rJ,er. C
Clayton, Mr. T^fuw.u.—Of

this Gentleman I f nd no more
than his Name mertioned by Co.v-

etcr as the Authrv of an Er^Uftf

O: "•1. after ihc Italian Manner,

entitld,

Ar SINCE, ^ten of Cvprtis,

noLwithfta'idingwhit.hboth/^i;«-

€op and the Author of the Britijh

liearre have afcribcd an Opeia

vi that Name to Mr. Motteux,

Ci. EI. ANP, John, Efij}—This

Ger.i'-man, who is iTill living,

15 a Si n of the Colonel CliUtul,

vho was fo cloff an Intimate

, with, and fo zealous an Advo-

cate for, Mr. i'c/'c—What this

hi? Son was originnlly bred to I

know not, but he pafTeil mny
Yiars of the <arly Pirt of iiis

Li'p abroad., where be acquind

a very r-^-ieifl Accju.iintancc with

mvi\ (it fhc Modern LanjiU;\gcr,

and ficms to have imbibed no

fmall Share of the Luxury of the

£.10, if we may form a Judg-

ment from his cclcbruicd Novel,

^•ntitlcd, the Mrmcirs oj a Wottmn

tf riciifure, which tho' a Book

ot tlic woft pernicious Tendency,

C L "1^ '^

and J'uftly ccnfarcd by every one

who has the Icaft Regard to Vir-

tue or Decency, yet contains a:i

Elegance of Manner, and a Luxu-

riancy ofFancy, that would do Ho-

nour to the Author, if made Ult;

of in a betterCaufe.—His Memoirs

of aCoxcowby however, have great

Merit i nor are his political Wi it-

ings,tho'warm and enthufiafticujly

bigottcd to one Syftem, devoid ot

great Pcrf.iieuity, Penetration .uij

Depth of Reafuning. In the dra-

matic Way he has publifticd iw.i

Pieces, neither of which bow-

ever have made an Appearance c.t

the Stage, vix.

1. Titus Vespasian. T,

2. Tombo-Chiq^ci. Dram..

Ent. in three Ails.

Olive, Mrs. Cjr-ta 7/7^.—This

Lady, whofe Name as a dramatic

Writer we are obliged fo mention

here, is however much btttir

kno\vn for her unequalled Me^if

a;; a Comedian, in whif-h L';'ht,

whilj any theatrical Records are

remaining, her Memory mi.il

ever be held in the higheft Efti-

mation.—She was the Daufhta
of Mr. IVilliam Haftor, a Gentle-

man who was a Native of t|-,e

City of Kilkenny in Ireland, and

brod to the Law ; but bcirg

ftrongly attached to the Intcrcfs

of the unfortunate King yamei U.

when that Monarch \v..s in /r-

Undf he cntcr'd into his Service
j

on which Account a crnfidcrablt

pAternal Eftale in the County tf

KiiktHi^y, which he would other-

wife have inherited, became for-

feit to the Crown, After the

deeifive Battle of .be Boym, how-

ever, he ftill followed his Maf-

ter's Fortunes; and through th,\t

Intcreft and liis own Merit, ol-

tain'd a Capt.iin's Cammiinon in

the Service of Louit XIV.— Bet

attcrward?, procuring n P.irdoi

fiou

m !
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from the Ef.g-i/h^ Court, he came

to this Metropolis, wheie he mar •

rJL'd the Daughter of an eminent

Citizen on Fijhjlrcet - Uill, hy

wliom he had feveral Ch'ldrcn,

and, among the reO, the Sulvcdl

ot our prefent Memoirs.

Mifs Rafter was born in 17 TT,

and fliewed a very early Inclina-

tion and Genius for the Stage.—

Her natural Turn of Humour,

and lier plcafing Manner of fing-

ing Songs of Spirit, induced

fo:ne Friends to recommend her

to the late Mr. CoHey Cibhtr, then

cne of the Managers of Drnry

lane Theatre, who immediately

engaged her at a fmall Salary.

—

Her firft Appearance was in Boy's

Cioaths, in the Charafler of a

Page, in the Tragedy of Alithri-

tlahs King of Pont us, in which

fljc was introduced only to fing a

Song.—Vet even in this flie met
with great Applaufe.—This was

in 1728, at which Time (he was

hut I'cventeen Years of Age ; ^nd

in the very fame Seafon we find

that the Audience paid fo great

Attention to her Merit in the

Tart of Pbi/Ua, in Ciflxr't L ve

IK a Riddle, which Party. Preju-

dice had determined to damn,
right or wrong, on Account of

the Author, as to fuffcr their ri-

fitous Clamours to fubfult v.hcn-

cver flie was on the Stage ; a

Compliment which they even de-

nied to the Blood Royal itfelf on
the enfuing Night.——In 1730,
however, flie had an Opportunity

sfVorded her, which ftie did not

[crmii to pafs encmployed, of

breaking forth on the Public in a

full Blaze of Comit Brightncfs,

—This was in the Part of Nell,

in the Drvil to f«y, or the ff'iiics

Metamorphoi'd, a Ballad Farce,

written by Copty, in which (he

tbuw uut a luU Excrtioo of thufc

C L
com'c Powers, wifcli every Fre-

quenter of the Th>:,!tre mull fnuc
have received fi.ch innniie De-
light from.—Her Merit in this

Ciinra£ler occafioned her .Sal iry

to be doubled, and not only eita-

bliHied her own Reputaiion with
the Audience, but fixed the Piece

itfelf on the confianr Lifl of act-

ing Farces, an Honour whi*.h

pcihaps it would never h.we ar-

rived at, li.id l}ie not Lten in it,

nor may long main'ain when her
Support in it is loft. In the

Year 1732, (he was narricd to

G'. C/ive, Efq; a Son of the late

Mr. Baron C/'/V", which Cen'.lc-

min is liill living.—Tiicydidnot
however cohabit long tigether;

yet, notwithftanriing the Temp-
tations to which a Theatre i.i

fometimes apt to cxpoi'c yotin^'.

Perfons of the FemaK- Sex, and
the too gnat Pvcadinels of ti-e

Public to give Way to unkind
Suppofitions In Regard to them.
Calumny itlelf has never fecmM
to aim the flightcft Arrow at her
Fame.
To cxpst'atf on her Merit as

an Aftrels (while (he ke.'ps with-
in the very cxte.ifive Walk which
is adapted to her Excellence)

would li.» exceed our Lirniis, and
be whol.y unneccrt'ary.—As an
Author, I imijiinr, ftic does not
aim nt Immortality, ytt (he has,
at dift'( rent Bef:e£ls of her own,
introduced three fcvcral frt/te

Firccs or\ the St.^ge, neither uf
which i> to; ally devoid of Merit,
—Their Titles are as follow,

1. B.A vrs in Vttticcat^

2. E'vcry JVcmjH in her Hu-
r:cur,

3. JJland of SJavn,

Or.ly (he (iril of thefe, however,
has yet nppear'd in Print, and as

to I he lalt it is no i.iore than an
alnort literal Tranfatkn of Afa-

riiaux't

V'M
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rivaux'i JJle da Efclaves^ exe-

cuted, as ihc herfcU" conle/res, by

a Gentleman at her Requeft.

CocKAiN, Sir Afiotu — This
Gentleman lived in the Reign of

Ckarlei I.—He was Son to Thomas

Ccckain, Efqj and was born in the

Year 1706 at yljhbourne, in the

Peak of Derbyjhirey where his

Father had a fine Seat, and where
feme of his PreJeceflTors had re-

fided ever fince the Reign of Ed-
ward I.— His Family, however,

appears to have been ftill mi..i

ancient, tracing back their Ori-

gin as far as PVil/iam the Con-
queror, to whom they were al-

lied, and in whofe Reign they

Jived at Ihmwington Caftle in £/-

fcx.—Our Author had a liberal

Education, having been fenr to

both the Univerfities of Oxford

and Cambridgey at the latter of

which he was a Fellow Com-
moner of Trinity College.—From
the Univerfities he for a Time
was enter'd in the Inns of

Court, where he fcems to have

continued more for Fa/hion's

Sake than from any other Mo-
tive. In 163Z he fet out on a

Tour of Europe, and travelled

thro' France, Italy, Girmiry, &c.
—Here however there appears an

clTentinl Dlftc.encc in the Bio-

graphers of his Life, Cih/.tr in

his Lives of the I'^ets, Vol. II.

p. 216. pofitivcly c.:claring that

he went abroad witii Sir Kenelm

Digiy, and was abfent for the

Sp:ice of twelve i'^ears, and Lang-
bainc and all the other Writers

making him compleat his Tour
in as many Months.——Befidcs
which CoxtUr in his MS. Notes

has beflowed on him as a travel-

ling Tutor one Dr. Rob. Creich-

ton.—The latter Accounts how-
ever appears rrioft probable.

During the Civil W.irs he fuf-

fcrM greatly for hit Rcli;?ion|

'H^ c o

I if!

which was that of the Church of
Rome, and for his attachment to

the King's Caufe, under whom
he claim'd the Title of a Baro-
net

; yei, as there was no Record
or proper Enrollment of a Patent
to that Effe(ft, he was not uni.
verfally allowed the Title.—He
was ftiongly addifted to Books
and the Study of Poetry, in which
he indulged himfelf in a retired

Life, refiding moftly at a Lord-
Hiip belonging to him, called

Pojley, in the Pariflj of Polefwcrtb
in H'arivickJ}jire. He died at

Derby upon the breaking of the

great Froft in Feb. 1684, in tlic

78th Year of his Age, and was
privately buried in the Chancel of

PoUfivorth Church.
Sir AJicn is univerfully ack-

nowledged to have been a great

Lover of the polite Arts, and by

fomc is cftcenied a confiderablc

Poet. In his private Tranfaflions

he was greatly deficient in Point of

Oeconomy, by which Means, to-

gcther with his LolTes during the

Civil WarSy he was obliged to

difiiofe of all his Patrimony dur-

ing his Life-Time
J
the Lord/hip

of Apjbiwne being fold to Sir

fi^illiam Boothby, Bart, and that

of Poo/fy above-mentioned, which

had belonged to the Family ever

fincc Richard IPs Time, he part-

ed wiili to one Hutnf>Lrey jftn

nings, Efqj with the Refcrvat on

of an Annuity for his own Life.

The dramatic Pieces he lus

left behind him arc as follow,

I . Obfiinate Lady. C.

a. Ovid'i Trtgedy.

3. T R A p p t. J N Jtfpoid a

Princi. T. C.

4. A Maffut for T^vtlftb-

Night.

Phillips and H'injianley have omit'

cd the '"ccond and laft of thcfc in

their Ac^ )unt of his Writings>

»0d dtUibuU<i Wt^m two ano-

Ti) m<jui
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ijvTOus Pieces which arc ccr-

l,iinly ncne of his, entitled,

Thersites. Interlude, and

lyannica! Ciyvcrnment. T. C.

Cosrtcr in his MS. Notes contra-

dict? the Place of his Birth, fix-

ing :t at F.lvejicn in DcrbyjhirCy

.ind adds morwvcr, that he was

Neplifw to Philip, the fir<l Farl

Of Chedtrjield, to whom and his

Counters he has dedicated his

JiU^'que for 'iive!fth Nighf, which

wi^ pcrtornied at their Country

Scat, two of thujr Sons adding

in it.

ConRiNnTON, Rohirt, A. M.
This Writer was dcfccndcd from

in ancient and eftimable Family

ill Ghuccfter/hirty in which Coun-

ty he was born in the Year i6ot,

»nd at feventecn Yeais of Age,

C'.'X. on July 10, 1619. he was

elefted Dean of MagdaUn Col-

lege, Oxford, being then fome

Months (landing in t at Houfe.

—Here he took the Degrees in

Arts, thit of Mafter being com-
pleatcd in 1626.— fTc afterwards

went .'' road on his Travels, on

h.s Return from which, being

riirilVd ot an independent For-

tune, he lived for feveral Years

in h'arfclky and there lematned.

—At length, however, he went
»^ LcnJcrt, whe c he fettled for

the Remainder of his Life, which
waj put a Period to in the ?ene-
n' fre.it Calamity of the Plague

i>tl:at City, in 1665.—Me ^'^
i 'ink Parliamentarian, »a ap-

roirs in the Life of the Harl of

I'fl'x, which he has written.

—

He was a voluminous Writer, but

frrmf primij-ally to have employ*
(i him'ielf in Compilcment and
TrinlLuion, among the latter of
ttthiih he h.js left a Tranflition
Pfone Liitii Pi.»y, written by R.

I
'''ft'*', oi Clare Hull, Cambntige,
|H'iilal,

lCNOX.\MU>. C.

CO
Cor r E Y , Mr. Charlt!.—Thio

Author was a Native of Ireland.

—He had no very great Share of

original Genius j his Turn vvas

Humour, and having met with

f( me S'lccefs in altering and

patching: up an old Farce ot Jf-

<vo«'s, called the Devil of n fi'ife,

he purfucd the fame Kind of

Plan with fim^ other dramatic

Pieces, lut with very little Suc-

ccfsj rrrrt of them bnving been

very j'itly dair.ned.—The Num-
bers an! Names of them may

however be fcen in the following

Lift,

J. Seg^ar's Wedding* Ballad

Opera.

2. Boardirtg-Scboel Rowpi. Bal.

Farce.

I.
Devil to fny. Ball. Farce.

4. Devil upon two Sticks, Ball.

Farce.

^. Fema/e Parfon, Ball. Opera.

6. M-:rr\ C'bler. Farcc.

7. Soutlivark Fair, C.

8. Jf'ifea-dn^J^lfe. Farce.

Mr. Coffey was in his Ptrfon con-

fiderably deformed
j
yet no M.m

was more reavly to ndmit of, and

even join in any Ra.ll'-Ty on iMm-

felf.—One remarkable Inftance

of which was his pcrformiug the

Charadler of /fA/v * - his own
Benefit in D-<bfin.~~Hc died on

the 13th of May <745, and wa«

buried in ihePanfhof S., Chmtnft

Darts.

CoLMAN, Gfr^<*, Fi'q;—This

Ccntleman is a living Writer,

and but of an Arf advan^-Uig to-

wards that in whk.i Pe; li-n-^on

is to be cxj^fteJ.—He is Nephwv
to the lateCountcfs of t .if>', nii

has been wam'y patfinifcdby her

noble Lor.<.

—

His C'etiiiis IcaJs

him to Wo:ks of Flumnur, a

connderall." Fund of v^hitli an-

rears in fof«e of the Efrays \\hich

h,- has writt. n in the Cnirfj of a

pcriudical Piper, called the Con-

n<.;jjlur%
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f>r>i/feur," He feentis at prefent

however to pay his Ccmrt folcly

to the CoiDK Mufe, by whole
Infj^iiration '^.^ hac already pio-

duccd three drarratic Pieces, fiz,

I. Jealous Wip. C.

a. Mujic .1 Lady, Farce.

3. Polly Honey com be.

Farcr.

Thefe Pieces, tho' not abfo-

iutely pcrt'e<f>, have nevcrlhclefs

confiderable Merit.—In his Petit!

Pieces the Plots are fimplc, and

no great Matter of Incident in-

troduced into them.—Yet they

Contain ftrong Chara£ler, and are

aimed at the ridiculing of fa-

ftionable and prevailing Follies,

which ought to be made efTen-

tial Points of Confideration in

every Produdlion of the Sock.

—

Hie more regular Comedy has the

fame Merit with the others as to

the Prcfervation of Chara£ter

;

and it's Plot, tho' profefledly

borrowed, receives Advantages

from the Conduct of it, which
refleft Honour on the Author

;

and afford us the pleafing Prof-

peft, amidft the prefent Dearth

of comic Writers, of an ample
Contribution from this Quarter

to the Variety of our dramatic

Entertainments of this more dif-

ficult Kind. — This Gentleman
has been alfo fuppoOed to be the

Author of fome Effays, under the

Title of the Genii/s, lately pub-

li/hcd in the St, James's Evening

Foft.

CoNCANEN, Matbenv, Efq}~
This Gentleman was a Native of

Ireland, and dcfccndcd from a

good Family in that Kingdom.-—
He had a liberal Eiincation be-

ftowcd on him by his Parents,

and w.i'3 bred to the Law.—His

Wit and literary Abilities recom-

mended him to the Favour of his

(Jracc the Duke of N^wcafile,

ihtii' vshol';: Intci^ift hv obtained

c o t:j.

the Poft of Attorney-General of

the Ifland of yamaica, which Of-

fice he filled with the utrrcft In-

tegrity and Honour, and Vo the

perfedl Satisfaftion of the Inha-

bitants, for upwards of twenty

Years ; when having acquir'd

an ample Fortune, he was dc-

firous of pairing the Clofe of his

Lite in his Native Country

;

with which Intention he quitted

Jamaica and came to London, pro-

pofing to pafs fome little Time

there before he went to fettle en-

tirely in Ireland.''—But the Dif-

ference of Climate betwe.n that

Metropolis and the Place he had

fo long been accuftomed to, had .

fuch an Effefl on bis Conftitu-

tjon, that he fell into a galloping

Confumption, of which he died

in a few Weeks after his Arrival

in London.

The World is obliged to him

for a very elegant Tranflation of

Vlda^ Art of Poetry; for feve-

ral original Poemc, which, tho'

fmall, have conuJerable Merit
j

and for one Play, entitled,

Wexford fVells. Com.
He was alfo concerned with Mr.

Roome and another Gentleman in

altering Richard Bromis JcvtrJ

Crenv into a Ballad Opera, ia

which Form it is now frequently

performed. As to his Prole

Writings they are moftly politi-

cal, or critical ; in the latter of

which, having pretty feverely at-

tacked Mr. Pope and Dean Siap,

the former of whom, whofc Dif-

pofition was on no Occafion of

the mof^ forgiving Nature, M
bandL'd him very feverely in ti-s]

Dunciad.

CoNGREVE, JViUianii, E/qj'

This Gentleman was dcfcenJ

from the ancient Family of iln

CongriVfs, of CoKgrcve'in Stiifm

Jhirr, his F.uhcr being fecond S^

to Richard Cengrevc, of that P!.ici

—Sol

'ix'fi his Refi
fver, tho' he
'"eive his fii

'-'5 in the

^'"'y, and a
f'e-it his 'Chfi

fheDircdlion

l^'niverfity of
"•l-firous that h
<iifcrtcd to I»r

provement, he
^"iland foon

f''«n, ard pjjcc
'" f'le Tentplt.
•J'lg Study of t

''^'
f>.V no Mc

'ff'ghtly volati
^i^rgrcvf, and
Cid not v^nt
ij^oie 'jtudies to
I'd ^-im, jci hi

\\
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c o
—.Some Authors, and in parti-

cular Sir JamciWarty contend for

his having been born in Ireland,

but as Jacob, who was particu-

larly acquainted with him, and

who in his Frefacp. acknowledges

his Obligations to Mr. C',ngn've

tor his Communication of -vhat

rclitcd to himfclf, has abfolutely

contradirtcd that Report, I fliall

1 his A ithority, which I con-

jidcr to be the fame as Mr. Cjv-

p'tre^s own, fix the Spot of his

Nativity at a Place called Bard/a,

not far from Leeds in VorkJJjire,

hi) It of the Eftatc of Sir

J, is, his Great-Uncle by

h'-^ Mother's Side.—It is certain,

h. — i, that lie went over to

that Kingd(im very young.—For

Ips Father being only a younger

Brother, and provided for in the

Army by a Commillion on the Irijh

Eilabiifhment, was compelled to

undertake a Journey thither in

Confcquence of his Commanti
;

\\hich he afterwards parted with
tj accept of the Management of
a confidcrablc Eflate belonging to

tile Eurii/igton Family , which
tix'd his Refidcncc there.—How-
tver, tho' he fuffer'd this Son to

receive his firft T'n£luic of Let-

iLTs in the great School at Kil'

^7'y, and afterwards, to com •

fleat his Clafllcal Learning under
the Dircdlion of Dr. ^Jh, m the
Univcrfity of Dublin, yet being

(itfirous that his '~>tudies fhouhi be
dircilcd to Profit as well as Im-

1

pro\ ement, he fent him over to

I
£«^/j«i/ Toon after tho Rcvolu-

jtion, and placed him as a St.udcnt

in the TtKplt.—The dry, plod-

[ding Study of the Law, however,
'3'! by no Mcaiis fuitable to the

jlprightly volatile Genius of Mr.
ICjr^rwf, and therefore, tlio' he
lc:d not v^nt Approbation in

lil^ofe 'jtudiesto wiiich his Genius
\i him, jci he did nwt even at.

c o
tempt to make any Proficiency In

a Service which he was probably

confcious he fhould make no F. •

gurc in.—Excellence and Perfec-

tion were what, it is apparent, he
laid it down as his Principle from
the very firft, to make it his Aim
the acquiring; for in the very

earllcft Education of his Genius,
and a very eaily one indeed it

was, -vixi. his Novel, call'd Loir
and Duty reccncikd, written when
he was not above feventcen Years
of Age, he had not only endea-

voured al, but indeed fuccccdcd

in, the prefenting to the World
not a meer Novel according to

Tafle and Fafliion then prevail-

ing, but a Piece which fhould

point out, and be in itfclf a Mo-
del of, what Novels ought to be,

—And tho' this cannot itfelf be
cniled with Propriety a dramatic
Work, yet he has fo ftriftly ad-

hcr'd to dramatic I^ules in the
Compofition of it, that his arri-

ving at fo great a Degree of Per-
fedion in the regular Drama, in

fo fhort a Time afterwards, io

h.irdly to be wondcr'd at.——His
firft Piay was the Old Baccbe/or,

and wis the An.ufement of fome
leifure Hours during a flow Re-
covery from a Fit of Ulnefs, foon
aftei his Return to England, and
was in itfelf fo perfed, rh.»t Mr.
Drydcr, on it's, being fliewn to

him, dethr'd h>.r had never in his

Life frcn fuch a firft Pky ; anJ
that great Poet having, in Con-
junQion with Mr. Sourbtrne and
Arthur Mamvaring, Efq; given it

a flight Revifii), Dr. Djvenantf
who was the Manager of Drury
Lane Theatre, and was delighted

both with the Piece and if i Au-
thor, br.utht it oil the Stage in

1693, where it net with fucK
\iniverfal Approbation, that Mr,
C rgreve, tho' he was but nine-

teen Vcais of A(jc at tlie Timr
©f
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of his writing it, became now
confidcr'd as a Prop to the detii •

ning Stage, and a vifing Genius

in diamalic Poetry,—The next

Year he produced the Double Dea-

ier, which, for what Rcafon how-
ever I know not, did not meet

with fo much Succcfs as the for-

nicr. The Merit of his firft

Play, however, had obtain'd him
the Favour and Patronage of Lord

Hallifax, and fomepeculiar Marks

of Diflin<flion from Queen Mary,

on whofe Death, which happen-

ed in the Clofe of this Year, he

wrote a very elegant elegiac Paf-

toral.—In 1695, when Bctterton

opened the new Houfe in Lin-

coin s- Inn- ridds, Mr. Cuigifre

joining with him, gave him his

Comedy of Lo-ve for I.cie, with

which the Company opened their

Campaign, and which met with

fuch Succcfs, that they immedi-

ately ofter'd the Author a Share

in tlic Management of the Houfe,

on Condition of his furnifting

them with one Play yeany.

Tliis Offer he accepted of j but

whether thro' Indolence, or that

Corre£>nefs which he look'd on

as ncccflary to his Works, his

Mcurnirg Bride did not come out

fill 1697, nor his Way of (be

World till two Years after that.

—

The indifferent Succcfs this laft-

mentioned Play, iho' an exceed-

ing good one, met from the Pub-

lic, compleatcd that Difjuft to

the Theatre, which a long Con-

teft w ith Jercwy Ccliter, who had

attacked the Immoialitits of the

F.ti^lijh Stage, and more efpe-

cially fomc (fi his Pieces, had be-

gun, and he determined never

more to write for the Stage.

Tl'is Rcfohition he punOiially

kept, and Mr. Dit:>:is's Obferva-

ticn on that Point will. I am
afraid, be f^und but too true,

when he fuid^ " that Mr. Con-

c o **:

' I

" greve quitted the Stage farly,

*' and that Comedy left it with
** him."—Yet. tho' he quitted

dramatic Writing, he did not lay

down the Pen entirely f but oc
cafionally wrote many little F'tcs

both in Profe and Verfe, all of

which ftand on the Records of li-

terary Fame.
It is very poflible, however,

that he might not fo foon hav(;

given Wiy to this Dif^uf^, had

not the £afmefs of his Circum.

fiances render'd an" Subfervience

to the Opinions .ind Caprice of

the Town abfolur Jy unnecefian'

to him.—For his Abilities hav.

ing verv early in Life raifcd him

to the Acquaintance ofthe Earl cf

Halifax, who was then the Ma-
cenas of the Age, that Nobleman,

c'efirous of raifing fo promifing a

Genius above the Ncccfiity of tw

ha(}y Produdiions, made him en;

of the Commiffionersfor licenfir.g

Hackncy-Coachts, or, accordir;

to Coxetcr, a Commiffion of tFc

Wine Licence.—He foon after be-

ftow'd on him a Place in the

Pipe-Cffice, and not long after

that gave him a Poft in the Cuf-

toms, worth fix hundred Pour.u

per ^Inr.um.

In the Year 1718, he was ap-

pointed Secretary of y^fnaica, !'o

thut, with all together, his In-

come towards the Knttcr Part of

his Life was upwards of tv cIvcHk p
hundred Pounds a Year.—Thu.| j

'^^"^ °^ Va

rais'd above Dcpendance, it isro

Wonder he would no Iong':r rci;

der himfelf fubjcfl to the capr:

cious Ccnfiircs cf impotent Cr:

tics.—And had his prctical F.i

thcr, Mr. Drydcf, ever been rai.-"

to the fame Circumitances, it i

probable that his J!l for Lc:

would not now have been ertcfm

cd the bed of his dramatic Piccfs

nor would he have been com

pcird for a bare Livelihood to tlv

Drudge

Dnijgery

in a S^>ace

than fuffic

Plot of one.

But to re
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Dni.igcry of producing four Plays he died, aged 57, at his Houf*

in a Space of Time fcarce mote in Surry-Stntt, in the Strand^

and on the 26th following was
buried in Wcjimlnjlcr- Abbey ^ the

Pall being fupported by Perfons

of the firft Diftinftion.

His dramatic Pieces are fcven

in Number, and their Titles as

follow.

he was ap-

ler, his In-

Ittcr
P^rtol

of twelve

rear.—This

Kc, it is "i"

lon6':r rei';

the cJFt'-'l

ipotent C:>

Ipr.ctical Fi-J

[r been raj"

Unccs, in

/.'/ for l^"'

,cen eftcem'

than fufficicnt for forming the

plot of one.

But to return to Cor.greve. — —
The greateft Part of the laft

twtnty Years of his Life were

f;cnt in Eafe and Retirement,

uV.d he either did not, or affected

not to give himfelf any Trouble

I :to'jt Reputation. Vet fome

I'art of that Conduct might pro-.

iceJ from a Degree of Pride ; T,

r.i'tT, in his Lives of the Poets,

Vol. IV. p. 93. relates an Anec-

(bto of him, which I cannot pro-

p'rly omit here,—*' When the
" cclcbrL'.tcJ Voltaire, fays hc> was
'

ill England, he waited upon
<' Ccrf^reve, and pafs'd him fome
'• Compliments as to the Reputa-
" tion and Merit of his Works,
(I ^Co-gni'e thank'd him, but
" at the fame Time told that in-

" genious Foreigner, he did rot

'• ch:jJ lobe confider^d a: an Aw-
" thor, but o>ily as a private Gen-
" tlcman, and in that Light ex-

" piBcd to be vijitcd.—Voltaire an-
" IW'jrei, That if he bad nci>cr

" hicn any Thirg but « private
'' Gentleman, in ail Probability be
" hnd nei'cr been troubled ivith

'• that Vijit. And obfcrves in

" his own Account of the Tranf-
'' udion, that he was not a little

dif^ufteJ with fo unfcalbnable

"a Piece of Vanity."

Towards the Clofc of his Life

c was much affl idled with the

1.

2.

4-

'0'.it, and making a Tour to

^)itb, for the Benefit of th Wa-
rs, was unfortunately ovi n-

tJ in his Chariot, by which it is

llippos'd he got fome inward

Double Dealer. C.

Judgment ofParis. Mafqj
Lovefor Love. C.

Mournirg Bride, T,
Old Batchelor. C.

6. SsMELE. Oratorio.

7. PVay of the World. C.

CoNOLLY, Mr.-—This Ccn.
tleman was of the Kingdom of

Ireland, and a Student in tlic

'temple. He wrote one unfuc-

cefsful iMay, entitled,

The Coiir.ciffinr. C.

Coxiter in his Notes calls him
Ccunol, but on what Authority I

know not.

Constable, Mr. Francis,---

This GcntKman was the Editor

of an anonymous Piece, entillcd

Pa THOM.^CHI A.

which however was not pub-

Hfhcd till fome Time aficr the

Death of the Author, who ap-

pears to have been a Friend of

Mr. Conjiahle'i, tho' thr.t Gentle-

man has not obi tied the World
with informing it what was his

Name.
Phillips and IVirpatihy have,

among tlicir innumerable Mif-
takcs, afcrib>d this Ficcc to An-
tbovy Brczvcr.

Cook, Mr. John.—-*-0f thij

Autiior no farther Account is ex-

tant, than that he wrote in King
'fames I's '1 Ime, ar.d obliged tliC

Bruifc, as he ever after complain - World with one Play, entitled,

i of a Pain in his Side, and on

Return to London, continued

atic Plc'^^fttJdually declining in hisHea'nii,

bcet\ comlillthe 19th of ^rt«, 1749, when
lihrtocltotlY

CiR s.tfi''s tu fUOC/lt. C.

CooKr, Euivard, Eftj;——Of
this Gcniliinan Largh.iiiic, £<.<:.

make no farther Akiuion tli.nii

{.
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that he wrote in King Charles II's

Time, and was Author of one

dramatic Piece, ^'iz.

Love's Triumph. T. C.

Coxeter, in his MS. takes No-
tice of a Tranflation of le

Grar.d's Di'vir.e Epicuntiy or tlie

En:pire of Ph':fiire c%cr '' Vir-

tues, by o;:ie Edivard Cooke, Efq;

from the 13ate if which, being

published in 1676, it is probably

the Work of this Author.

Cooke, Mr. Thomas.—This

Gentleman, who for any thing

I know to the contrary, is ftill

living, was born at Braintree in

E/ffx, and educated at Fc/flcd

School in the fame County, about

the Year 1707.—He muft have

made a very rapid Progrcfs in Li-

terature, for in 1726, at which

'i'ime lie was only nineteen Years

of Age, he gnve the World a

verv correft Edition of the Works
of the famous Andrew MaweJ,
prefixed to Vv'liitli is a Life of the

Author.—This Work he dedi-

cated to the Earl of Fatihrcke,who
fceiiig much delighted with the

J^eaining and Abilities of fo young

a. Writer, became a very warrri

Patron to liim (as he had before

been to the great Mr. Locke,)

and even wrot€ Averal of the

Notes to his Tranfrtion of Ile-

fiod, which he pubiifhed 1728.

—

'jBefides thefe Mi. Cokke has ob-

liged the Public vv th a Tranfla-

tion of Cicao de Naiura Decrum,

and of the Comedies of Terence,

and prepared an Edition and Tran-

flation of Plautus alfo, the Arti-

phytricn only of whom however

he has hitherto publiflicd.—His

Reputation and Merit therefore

as a claflical Writer are apparent-

ly great —Which vs more than I

can venture to fay of him as a

dramatic Author.—Vet as he has

launched into that Path we can-

«ot rcfufc kis Pieces a Place

c O^

2.

3-

5-

here, tho' they met with no Sue-
ccfs at the Time they appeared.—Their Titles are as follow,

I. ALBiON, Mafc^ue.

Eunuch. F,

Lofc the Caufe ar.d Cure cF

Grief. T.
"^

Mourtful Nuptials. T.
TrivnipLs of Love ar.d Ik.

r.our, T.
He was alfo concerned with Mr.
Mott'.cy, in writing a Eaice, calid,

Venckpc,

of which' fee more particulirly in

its proper Place, in the fonrcr
Part of this Work.
Coop E p , Mrs.—Of thi^ La Jv,

who is ftill living, i;iid whom ve
mufl. rank among the Fcma). Cc-
niufcs of this Kingdom, ] c,,;\

trace nothing farther than i';„i

ihc is the Widow of one Mr.
C'.opcr, an Auftioncer, that /].e

vas the Editor of a Work, i:\\-

titled the Mujes Library, and Au-
thor of one Comedy, entitled

Rival J'J'idcivs.
'
C.

Corey, Mr. John.—A]\ \h:X

is recorded of this Gcnilcmcn
is that he lived in King Cl.arki

IPs Reign, and fent forth ir.to

theWorld a dramatic Piece, whirii

is entirely aCompilement, or ra-

ther Plagiary from other Au-
thors.—The' Title of it is,

The Generous Evcniies. C.
Corey, John—ThisCcnfl:-

mnn has been, by i'ome of tj;t

Writers, confounded with ti.c
'

laft-mentloned one.— But is in-

deed quite another Perfon, h.ivir.g

flouriflied in Queen Am:c\ anJ

King George Ifl's Reigns.—Hi
was defcendcd from an ancient

Family in Corriivall, but was him-

felf born at Bartijlaple in De^'in-

fhire.—He was intended for th;

Study of the Law, and to th;:

Purpofe was enter'd oi Nc^.v-lrn\\

but having a theatrical Turn, and I

preferring the Oratory of th«

(>-.
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is Cent !c-

ne of tie

with tiic

ut is in-

un, having

'fine's ani

igns.—Ht

n ancitnt

was him-

in i)W!-

:d for th:

id to tl-utl

Turn, and

y of the

(^ c o
StJj'' to that of the Ear, he di J

nut long continue there, befo.,

be turned Piaycr, w'iii.h Profef-

)! )n he t'ollov.-'.'d for tv, -ity Year?,

to the Time of his Death, which

happened about 1721. Yet it

is probable he mijjht have made

a more confpicuTUS Figu-e in the

Walk of his firft Denination
;

for tho' he was ackncAvledjeJ to

be a juft and fenliblc Speaker,

yet being but low in Stature,

a;iJ his Voice none '>' the had,

he was ever o'-'igeu to work
againft the Stf.; i, and labour

Vvith DifficuUics wtiich prevented

his bein^ held in any very high

Eillmation in a I'rofetrion which,

of all others, requires the grcateft

Number of Perfcilions, auJ to

arrive at Excellence in which a

Perfon ought not to be deficient

in any one Advantage that either

Nature or Art can bcftcw,— lie

brought two dramatic Pieces on

the Stage, whole Titles are as

follow,

1. /I Cun for Jealoufy. C.

2. The Mctamorpbofs. C.

CoRi, Sign. Ar.^elo.—Of this

Gentleman I know nothing move
than that, he was an Italian Mu-
fician, and that I have met with

two Italian Operas, with his Name
prefixed to them, performed at

the King's Theatre in the IIjj-

KJi-li'.t.—Their Titles aie,

Ccnquefl of the Golden Fiiccc.

Ital. -Opera.

Hypsipii^e. Ital.-Op.

Cotton, Char'cs, Efq;—This
Gentleman lived in the Reigns

ot Charles II. and Jami's II. and
rcf.dcd for the gveateft Part of

V.% Life at Ecn'sfrci in Stafcrd-

jh.re.—He wrote one dramatic

Piece, r,r rather tr.mil.ited it from
ill- French of CorrjciHc, for the

I'iC of his Siller Mrs. Stanhof-e

ll''rh;r.f:'7. to s^hom, when it

W.I 3 pubUihcd, which was not

c o
till man) Years rfter the W'-;ting

">f It, he thougiit prn-'CT to de-
• icate it —It is entitled,

Horace. T.
yet tho', on Account of this

Piece, 1 have a Right to men-
tion him a^ a dramatic Wiiter,

yet hi?; principal Fame was found-

ed on hi3 Me;it ;. a burlcftpie

Writer, in which Li^ht he is

fo confiderable as 'o (land even

in Comreti.i-^n with the celt^.

brated Author of Hucti^mfs him-
felf.—His mc'it '.elebrated I'octn

of this Kind is h;s Scat rcn:d:if

or Traveflie of his firll; and fouith

Books of the j€ncid.—B>it aiiiio*

from the 1 itle one wo;il j be apt

to imagine it an Imitation of

Scarroni famous Traveftie of the

fame Author, yet^ on an Ex.imi-

nation, it will Le fctind greatiy

to excel not only th?.t, but ev'jiy

Attempt of tliat Kind hitherta

made in any Language.—He h. s

alfo tranila;ed fcvcral
'"

Luciur.'s

Dialogues in the fj*" Ntjnncr,

under the Ti'le t. the Scoffer

fcoff'd. -And wri.- n another

Poem of a more fcrious Kind,

called the TFordcrs of the Peak.—-

The exaifl Period of cither Mr,
Cotton % Birth or hib Death, arc

not any where to my Knowltdgv

record; d, but it
' probable the

letter happen'd abc 't the Time
of the Revolution.- -Neither ii

it better known what hisCircum-

ftances were with refpeft to For-

tune
J

they appear however to

have been tafy, if o* '. may form

any Judgment from i!ie Turn of

his Wrhings, which feems to be

fuch as it is fcarct'y poffible any

one could indulge in, whofe Mind
was not ferft^ly at Eafe.—Vet
there is oni .

• .' :te in relation

to him, whicii f .:5'inct avoid re-

lating, and whir' '" enrts to Ihew

that his Vein of 'i jmour could

not rrftrain itull 01, a-iy Confi-
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deration, viz. that in Confc-

f|ucnce of a ilr le Couplet in his

yigil trai'ejiic, wherein he has

made mention of a pccular Kind

ef Ruff" worn by a Grandmother

of his, who lived in the Pe;ik,

he loft an Eflate of four hundred

Pounds per Annum, the old Lady,

•whcfc Humour and tefty Difpo-

iition he could by no Means have

been a Stranger to, never beinp

able to forgive the Liberty he had

taken v.ith her, and having her

Fortune wholly in her own Dif-

pofal, altho' fhe had before made
him her fo!e Heir, altered her

Will, and gave it all away to an

abfolute Stranger.

Cowley, Mr. Abraham.'—
This excellent Poet was the Son

of a Grocer near the End of

Chnrcery-Latie, in Fleet-Street,

London, at which Place our Au-
thor was born in the Year 1618,

—His Mother, thro' the Intereft

of fome Fiicnds, procur'd him
to be aiirriti.i a King's Scholar

in J^f /•'..;.vr School, where his

Inclin.!U<>a ard Genius for Poetry

ihewed >r'clf very early, for Lang-

baine, Jacob, Gildon, and all the

otherWriters fay that he wrote the

tragical Hiftory of Pyramus and

1'hijbe at ten Years old, at twelve

that of Conftantia, and that at

thirteen he publiflicd a Collection

of Poems under the Title of

Poetical Bioffoms; Cibbcr however,

in Oppofition to them all, does

not fpeak of the Publication of

this CoUeftion till his fixteenth

year,which I cannot help think-

ing the mcft probable Account.

—'But one Thing extreamly re-

niarkabJe in him was, that with

fo extraordinary a natural Genius,

he had fo very bad a Memory
that his Teachers could never

biing him to retain even the com-

PO) Riiles of Grammar. So

that had he npl formed tihc moi^

cor Aig

intimate Acquaintance with the

Books themfclves from which

thofe Rules are drawn, he could

never have been • J fer of them,

—In 1636 he w='! . ..cled a S!.ho-

lar of In'nity Ccllfdge, Cumbridgf^

and removed to that L'nivcrfity.

—Here he went thro' all his Ex-

ercifes with a remarkable Degree

of Reputation, and at the fame

Tim" r.;uf^ *have purfucd his

Poetical Turn with great Eagcr-

nefs, as it appears that the greateft

Part of his Poems were written

before he left the Uiavcrfitics.

—He had taken his Degree cf

Mailer of Arts before i643,whcn

in Gonfequcnce of the turbulent

Times, he, among many others,

was ejefted from the College

;

whereon retiring to Oxford, he

enter'd himfelf of St. Johni
College, and that very Year,

undeV the Denomination of a

Scholar of Oxford, publiflicd a Sa-

tire called the Puritan and the Pa-

/)^.—It is apparent however, that

he did not remain very long at

Oxford, for his Zeal to the Royal

Caufe engaging him in the Ser-

vice of the King, who was very

fenfible of his Abilities, and by

whom he was frequently employ-

ed, he attenfled his Majcfty ia

many of his Journies and Expe-

ditions, and gainM not only that

Prince's Efteem, but that of ma-

ny other great Perlbnagcs, aird

in particular of Lord Falkhr.d,

one of the principal Secretaries of

State.

During the Heat of the Civil

War he was fettled in the Earl of

St. Alban\ Family, and when
the Queen Mother was obliged to

rctiic into France he accompanied

her thither, labour'd iTrenuoully

in the Affairs of the Royal Fa-

mily, undertook fcveral very ti;ui-

gerous Journeys on their A<count,

and vvas the principal Inllrumcnt
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hi maint.-.inlng an cpiftolary Cor-

rtlpoiidcMcc bclwcca the King

nil J Qncsn.

Jn Uio Vear 1636 it \yz?.\\\dg-

ed proper that Mr. Coivhy mould

come ever tu Fn^/and, ai-J under

Pift.-ncc of i'livjcy iiiid Retirc-

m.-nt give Not'cc of' the Sitna-

t''>n of AtTairs in this Kint'd'm to

th I'c by vhom he u.is emplcycd.

—S"on after his Anival how-
cvi'i- iic WIS fciz'd, in the Search

aitL-r another Gentlcni.m cf con-

fiJLTibk- Note, in the King's Par-

tv ; Iv.it aliho' it was thro' Mif-

t.i!<c tr. .t ho was tal:!'n, yet wlien

the Republicans found all their

Attempts of every Kind to bring

him over to their ('imle proved

ineflcfliial, he was committed to

a levrre Confincnii-nt, and it was

c-.'cri with cor. fuicMMc Diflkiilty

that he obtained hi*. Liberty,

when, venturini.'. buck to Frar.cc,

ht; remained thire in his former

Situ.uion, till near the Tin'.e of

the Kin^j's Retr.rn,

Soon at"ter thf Reftorafion he

became po(rcfs\i of a very compe-
tent Ffiute, thro' the l'','"our of

his principal F'riends the Duke of

B: cHf:g!i:->'. and the Karl of St.

Ai>.!/js, and beirr7, mw upwards

cf foity y.jars cf Ae,e, he t'jok

ap a Rf folution to pafs the Rc-
m.vinder of a Life, wliieh hid

bc'A a Scene of Tennpcft .^<^i

Tumult, in ttiat Sit-Mtion which
hnd ever been the Obje<ft of his

Wifficr, i fluciiiais Retitcment.

—

ll.i Eagcrnefs to get o;:t of the

Run In of a tou;t and City, trade

him Icfs careful than he mivjit

h:',vc h;en in the Choice .of a

healthful Rabitr.tion in the Coun-
try, by which Means he found
his Soliiudc from the very I?e-

ri"ni.ig, fjit Icfs with tho Con-
JH'ution of his Pody than with
h's Miijd.— IP.s fiifl Rural Refi-

deiKC w«8 at Jijr.v Ei'wS) a I'lacc

which lyinq; low, and bjing

near a lar^-.e River was fuSjeft to

variety of Breezes, from Land
and 'Water, and lialile in the

Winter Time rn great Inonvc-
nience from tl-.j Oampnefs of the

xSoil,—The Confequ; ices of this

Mr. Ccivlcy too ">"i rpcrienced,

by being feizrd H.in?,eron3

and lingering -hisRc-
c<wery from '

-cd to

Chtilfey, a S much
more health fu • had
not long been b^iwi^ ne .11 fciz-

ed with another cm, fuming Dif-

cife.— F-Faving 1 iiJj;'.iini'd tinder

this for fonie Months, lie at

length got the better of it, and
lecm'd pretty well recover'^ fr-.^n

its bad Symptom" ; wlun on."

Day, ia the Heat of Su.mrr.cr of

1667, fltyin'; to-) lou'j in th-;

fields to gi%-c f '.me Direflions t >

his Labourer;-, lu >.r.iight a mofl
violent Cold, v.'hivh was attendcl

with a Defluxion and Stoppage ia

his Breafb, which for VVunc of

timely care, by trc.-tinj; it as .1

comnvin Cold, and refvifing Ad-
vi-c; till it u-as p:iil I^emedy, took
hini off the Sra^c of Life on the

2Sth of y.•//^' in that Year, being

the 49tn of h.Is Aee, and on the

3I of ^^'ig-;'} fojlowinj he wa:>

inten'd in Wf^^ft/'-y?, r-AhLey,near
the A Hies of C'juctr and his bc-

Mr, Cciily, as a VVritqr, h.ad

perh; pp as much Fire and Ima-
gination as a:-// Au'.h-.r of tlie

ErFlijh Nation ; his Wit is ge-

nuine .-.nd na'.ur.il ; but tlien his

Vcrfif}(ati(.n is frequently irregu-

lar, rougli ,i.i5d !ncorrcC>, and the

Redundancy of his Fancy out-

running th«' l\ .ver of his Ex-
prcirion ; this latler appears fome-
rimes pueiile, and even flat ani
infipid, Vet thcfc Faults are

certainly excufable, when we con-

fide r at hov/ early a Time of Life
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altnoft all his Pieces were written.

—H.>d he lived in a Icfs perplexed

Period of our Hiftory, or been
himfolf lefe principally concerned
in the '1 ranfadlions of the Period

he did live in, wc pciliaps might
have met with greater Plcufure

from thofe Writing? which he
might have produced at a more
advanced Age, when the Jvidg-

snent, being arriv'd at g' oatcr Ma-
turity, could have held a tighter

Rein over the rapid and unruly
Courfers of Imagination.—It is

evident that Fa«cy was his prin-

cipal Direftiefs, and by a kind of
Sympathy with Writers of the

fame Difpofition, he became in-

voluntarily a Poet.—He tells us

himfclf, that bb Admiration or

Spercery whom he had read over

before he was twelve Years old,

firft infpir'd him with an Incli-

nation for Poetry j and whatWri-
ter has Imagination equal to Spen-

cer f And we are alfo told that

his accidentally meeting with the

Works of PinJar, the moft ex-
alted Genius for the Flights of
Fancy among the Ancients, led

him into that Pitalarique Way of

Writing, in which,howcver faulty

he may fomctime-i be in Refpe*^
to Numbers, he has never yet

been excelled in the Force of )iis

Figures, and the Sublimity of hia

Stile and Sentiments.

As a Man, in his public Ca-
pacity, he was a£live and dif-

ccrning, of the ftrifleft Integrity,

and moft unfliaken Loyalty.—In

his private Life, he was eafy of

Accefs, gentle, polite and noode^^,

generous in his Difpofition, tem-

perate in his Life, devout and

pious in his Religion, a focial

Companion and a Hncere Friend.

—Or, to fum up his Character in

a few Words, we need only re-

peat the Words of his Maft(r

Kinf Cbarla II. who on t]fc

'
. * CO'- %^

" News of his Death dcclarMth*
** Mr. CowUj had not left a bct-
** ter Man behind him in Evg'
'*

land.''''—It is moreover one of

the peculiar Advantages of exalt-

ed Virtue, that even bad Men
reverence it, and are pleafcd to

draw fome Honour to ihcmfclves

bypaying Tribute to it: A Monu-
ment therefore was erefted to the

Memory of Coivley, by George

VilUn, Duke of Buckinghatr, in

1675. His dramatic Works,

which however are thofe of all

his Writings the leaft cfteern'd,

are four in Number, their Titles

are as follow,

1. Cutter of ColtMAK 5/n'^^

Com.
2. Guardian. C.

3. Lovis Riddle. Paft.-C.

4. Nattfiagium "Joculare. C.

Cox, Mr, Robert.—This Au-

thc-, if he has a Right to be

called by that Title, was an ex-

cellent Comedian, who lived ia

the Reign of King CharUi I.—

But when the Ringleaders of the

Rebellion, and the pretended Re-

formers of the Nation, among

other A£ts of puritanical Zeal

fupprcfs'd the Rcprcfcntations of

the Theatre, this Performer was

compelled for a Livelihood to

betake himfclf to the making

of Drolls or Farces, which were

in general rtothing more than Te-

left Scen-ij of Humour from fome

of the Plays which had teen the-

greateft F-voritcs, put tojiclhfr

without any Order, Regularity or

apparent Defign.—Thrfe Drolh

he found Mc;.ns of getting li-

cenced, or rati ^r connived at by

the Legill.ilurc, and perform'd, as

it were by Stealth, under the

Sant^ion of Ropedancing, at the

Red-Bull Playhouff, and in Coun-

try Towns .it Wakes and Fairs.—

A large Collcftion of ihem were

fubii&ed aftcc the ReAoration by

Kiti*
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Kirhnan\ for feme Account of

whicii, and the Plays they were

feleded from, fee the firft Volume
of this Work under the Title of

Witts, or Sport upon Spwt,—'
There is another Colle^ion pub-

li/hed, as a fecond Part tu the

former, the Pieces in which are

fuppofcd by Kirkman to have been

originally written by Cox^ and

which confifts of the following

Interludes, excepting only the

firA, which I believe is known
to be his, viz.

I. AcTAON end Diana.
Interl.

AHASUERUS<7>7<i£3THEB.
Black Man. Inter.

DiPHILO dWGaANIDA.
Ditto.

5. King SoLOMON^s ffifJom.

6. PhiletusmJ^Cokst AN-
TIA.

7. Venus and Anovia.
In thele Kind of Drolls he

ufed to perform th« principal

Parts himfelf, and that fo well,

that he was a great Favourite,

not only in the Coujitry, but alfo

at London^ and in the Univerfities

tbemfelves. And Langbair.t re-

lates the following humourous
Anecdote of him, (wihich proves

him to have been a vevy natural

Performer,) that once after he
had been playing the Part of

Simpleton the Smith, ia his own
Diana and Ailaon, a real Smith
cf fome Eminence in thofe Parts

who faw him a^, came to him,
and oft'cr*d to take him as his

Journeyman, and even to allow

im Twelve-pence a Week more
thun the cuftomary Wages.
Craufurd, David, Efqj—

This Gentleman was a t^'ortb

BritoHt of Dumfoy in the Weftern
Part of Scotland, and was Hifto-

riographer for that Kingdom to

(^ecn .^M,—-—He wrot» two

Plays, whofe Titles were as fol-

low,

z. Courtfrip Ahimcde. Com*
2. L»vt at Jhji Sight, Com.
The firft of thele Pieces he

left to the Care oi \Ir. tinketh-

man the Comedian to publiih, his

Affairs calling him into his owa
Country juii as it waa about to

be adlcd.

His otherWritings are, a Set of

Lave EpiiUes in Verfe, in Imita-

tion of Ovid, and entitled Ovidiut

Britannicuiy luing an Intrigue be-

tween two Pcrfons of Qnality j

Three Nazvls, in one Volume
8vo. and fome Memoir t of tie /I/-

fairs at:d Revolutions ofScotland,

Crisp, Mr.—I know nothing

farther of this Gentleman than
that he is a living Writer, to

whom yiSior, in his HiAory of
the Stage, ha» attributed a Tra-
gedy, which was acted in 1754
at Drurj Lane Theatre, but pub*-

li Hied witho ut any Author' sName,
entitled,

Virginia. T,
Crownz, Mr. yobn.—This

Gentleman was the bon of an in-

depenH.aat Minider in that Part

cf Anerica called Nova Scotia^ but
whether born there or n^t is not
apparent.—He receivf.l liis £du«
cation how&ver in that Climate,

the rigid Manners of which ho»r-

cvrr not altogether fuiting with
the Vivacity of his Genius, be
determined to quit that Count-

y

and feck his Fortune in England,
——At hifl firft Ariival hci"e,

his Neccflitics compeli'd hioi

to accept of an OiHce ftill more
formal and dil'^uAtul than even
his Situation in yhfhrica.—Thh
was up other than the being Gen-
tleman-Ulher to an old indepen-

dent Lady of Quality.——Soon
weary of this dilapreeable Drud-
gery, he had Recotu£B to his Pen

Sot
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for Snpport ; and as neither the

Precifencfs of his Education, nor

the Diftrefs of his Circumflances

could fupprefs the Fire of his

Geniuf, his Writings, which
were in the dramatic Way, foon

render'd his Abilities known to

the Town and Court.—When,
as it appears , fortunately for

him, the Earl of Rechejier, v^hofe

Enmity to Drydin made him
readily fnatch at any Opportunity

of mortifying him, prevail'd on

the Queen to lay her Commands
on Cronvney in Preference to that

Poet, for the writing of a Mafque,

to be performed at Court, which
he executed under the Title of

Calijio.

That it was not from any pe-

culiar Regard to our Author him-
felf that Lord Rochejier urged this

Nomination is very evident, for

at no greater Diftance than two
Years afterwards, the great Sue-

cefs of Mr. Crmones two Trage-

dies of the Drftrv&ion ofjtrufahmf

excited the Envy of that Noble-

man fo far, as to ftiake him as

fevere an Enemy as he had ap-

peared to be a warm Friend to

him J
nay he even endeavour'd

to do him Prejudice at Court,

by informing the King of his

Defcent and Education, which
however his Majefty was fo far

from paying any Regard to, that

he even treated the Informer with

that Contempt fo mean an Ind •

nuation juftly mented. Mr.
Crc<wtte was now highly in Favour

at Court, and particularly with

the King, as indeed any one might

be who contributed to his Plea-

fures, and it is well known that

kharlei H. was ever peculiarly

fond of theatricsl Amufements.

—The Favours he received from

this Monctch, added to the natu-

ral Ciiiety of his Temper, in-

duced bim to join with the Tor^

Party ; In Confequence of which
he wrote a Comfdy called the

City Politics, in which the fVligi

were feverely fatirizcd—When
written he found much Difficulty

in getting it rcprefented, the op-

pefite Party, and particularly Lord

Arlitigton, the Lord Chamberlain,

who was fecretly in the Whig In-

tereft, endeavouring all they could

to get it fupprefs'd.— At laft,

however, by the immediate Com-
mand of the King himfelf it

was brought on the Stage, but

tho' even the contrary Party ac-

knowledged it to be a good Play,

it created Mr. Cmvne a great

many Enemies, which Circum-

ftance, added to the Precarioufnefs

of theatrical Emoluments induced

him to apply to the King for

fome Poft that might fecure him
from Diftrefs for the Remainder

of his Life.—-This his Majefty

readily promifed hifln, but infifted

on our Author's writing one Cd-

medy more before he took Leave

of f' Miifes, and to obviate ail

Ol jns which he made of be-

in;, .. a Lofs for a Plot, &c. put

into his Hands, by Way of a

Gn imd Work, a Spanijh Play

called Nott fuede ejJer.—-'On this

Mr. Croivui' immediately fet to

work, and altho', when he had

proceeded fome Length in it, hs

found that it had been before

trandated, under the Title of

Tarugo's ffi/es, by Sir Tkomai

St, Serft, and had even been

damn'd in the Reprefentation, yet

he proceeded in his Plan, and

produc'd his very excellent Co-

medy of Sir Courtly Nice.—And

now he fcem'd to be at the very

Summit of his Hopes being gra-

tified in the Performance of the

King's Promife, when lo ! in an

Inftant an unfortunate Accident

intervened to dafli them all at

once^ and tumble down the Fa< i

brie

V
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^This was na lefs than the fud-

den Death of the King, who
was feized with an ApopleiUc

Fit, on the Day of its laft Re-
hearfal, and tho* he did iadeed

revive from it, died in three Days
afterwards, leaving our unfortu-

sate Bard plungM in the Depth

of Diftrefs and Difappointmcnr.

What were the particular Oc-
currences of Mr. Cro7vne's Life

after this great Lofs, I have not

been able to trace ; but it is mod
probable that writing for the

Stage became his fole Support, as

we find belides the Play on which
his Expedlations were thus fix^d,

and which was play'd at that

Time with great Succefs, (as in-

deed it has ever fince been on
every Revival of it) that be wrote

five others, the laft of which
made its firft Appearance in 1 698.
Hew k>Qg he lived afterwards is

uncertain, for altho* (kxeftr, in

hit Notes, inform* ns that he
was living in 1703, no Writer
has pretended to aifijgn the abfo-

lute Date of his Death.—It la

probable however, that he did

not long furvive that Period and
we are told by Jactt that he
was buried in St. Gikt^i in the
Fields.

As a Man he feems to have
poflefs'd many amiable and fo-

(ial Virtues, mingled with great

Vivacity and Eafinefs of Difpofi-

tion.—.As a Writer his numerous
Works bear fufficitnt Teftiraony
of his Merit.—His chief Bxcd-
lencc lay in Comedy, yet his Tra«
gedies are far from contemptible.

—His F-'lots are for th« moft Part
his own Invention, his Cha-
irafters are in general ftrongly co-

ijour'd and highly finifted, and
ij Dialogue lively and fpirited,

ttcntively diverftfied, and vftll

dai'ted to the fereral Speakers.

.^ c u
So that on the whole he may
afturedly be allowed to ftand at

leaft in the third Rank of our

dramatic Writers.

The Pieces he has left behind

him are feventeen in Number,
and their Names are as follow.

1. Ambitioui Stafefman, T»
2. Andromache. T*
3. Caligula. T.
4. C>kLisT9. Mafque*

5. Charles the Etgbtb •/
Francf, Trag,

6. C:ty Politkku C. .

7. Country JVit. C.
8. Darius, K.«fPtrJia, T.

9. Defirudion ofJeruJeJtm, T.
in two Parts.

lOw EKgJiJb Frymt, C»
II. HeniyVII. Tr. two

Parts.

IX. Juliana, Pnif«/j«^PO«
LANS. T. C.

13. Married Beau, Q,
14. Rs<iiM..u«. T.
15. SirC«utTLY Ntcs. C«
I<». THVrtTEI. T.
17, Titus AMDE«Nicvt.

Trag.

—Of this Gentleman I knonv

nothing further than that he ia

fliil living, and enjojji fome Poft

under the Government.——He
wrote the Prologue and Epilogve

to Mr. Bentley\ Comedy of the

fFifitt, and has publifhed in a

very pompous Manner in Quarto^

a Tragedy of his own writing,

but which was never aAed, ca«

titled.

The Bart'fltmtnt e/* Cickko*
Trag. yid. Vol. I. At-
PENDIX.

CuTTs, yo**.—Of this Geo-
tloman I know nothing further

than that his Nnme ftands as an
Author in the Title Page of one
dramatic Piece, entitled,

RebelliM defeaHd*. Tra;.

O. D,

' \\

\\
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DD. Gent.—Thefe Initials I

• find no where but in the

Britifii Tbeatrtf the Author of

which, has attributed them to a

Ttanflator of GuarinP&rafiorFido
fomctimc in the fevcnteenthCen-

tury, tho' without any particular

Date, the Tranflation has affign'd

to it the Etiglijh Title of.

The Faithful Shepherd. Paft.

Com.
. D. I—Thefe Initials ftand

equally in the Title Pages of two
feveral dramatic Pieces j but as

they are of very different Kinds,

and thiitccn Years Diftance in

their Dates, it is fcarcely pro-

bable they fhould be both the

Work of the fame Author. Their

Titles arc,

I. HellU High Court ofjuftice.
.' a. The Mall. C.
l^angbaine tells us that the lad

war afcribed by Dr. Hydcy the

Proto-bii/iothecariuSf or upper Li-

brarian of one of the UniveiTi-

ties, to Mr. Dryden, but as it is

probable the Dodlor might have

no ftronger Foundation for his

Conjefturc than the mere Corre-

fpondence of the Letters I. D.

with the Words John Dryden j I

am apt to join in Opinion with

Laitghaine, that the Diflimilarity

of Stile, efprciolly in the Epiftle

Dedicatory, in which Mr. Dry-
den's Manner was in general

very .charafteriftic, is an Argu-
meiit fufBciently (Irong againft the

too peremptorily giving the Ho-
nour or afcribing the Difgrace of

being the Author of it to that

very celebrated Writer.

D. R. Gcnt.—Thcfe two Let-

ters are prefixed to a Play written

in King CharUx Ift's Time, en-

titled.

^ t) A
u1 Neno Trick to cheat the tt>

vil. C.
• D. T.—Under thefe Letters

there is a Play in Print, caifd.

The Bloody Banquet. T.
In fome of the old Catalogues

however, the fame Play is attrj.

buted to one Themas Bajher,

Dalton, The Rev. Dr.—

—

This ingenious Gentleman i«, I

believe, ftill living.——He was

formerly Tutor or Governor to

the only Sen q(Algtrnocv Seytmur,

late Duke of Somtrfttt a very hope.

ful and promifing young Gentle-

man, whofe Death in the Bloom

of Youth and Expectation flands

on Record in a very aftefting

Manner, in two Letters on that

Occafion, written by his afili£led

Mo' her the Countefs of Hertford,

afterwards Duchefs of Somtrfd,

and which have fince her Death

been publifhed in fome of the pe-

riodlcal Papers.—But to return to

Dr. Dalton j bis Claim to a Men-

tion in this Work is his having al-

ter'd and rendered more fit for dra.

matio Execution, Milton''s admira-

ble MafqueatLH<i/owCaftle,which

this Gentleman has confiderably

extended and rendered dramatical,

not only by the Infertion of fe-

veral Songs fcnd different Paf-

fages feledled from other of Mil-

ton z Works, but alfo by the

Addition of feveral Songs and

Improvements of his own, foadj

ml ably adapted to vhe Manner of

the original Author ofthe Mafqut,

as by no Means to difgrace thi

more genuine Parts, but on thi

contrary muft greatly exalt ou

Ideas of Dr. Dalton''^ poetical A
bilities. — It has moreover h*

the Advantage of being mofte*'

cellently fct to Mu.'ic by Dt.M
and ftands now on the rcgu'

Lift of our dramatic Entertiinj

mentt, under the Titlo of

Cum us, Mafque.
In
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I cinnot omit mentioning, to

this Gentleman's great Honour,

that, during the Run of this Piece,

he jnduftrioiifly fought out a

Daughter of Milton^ whom he

heard was not only in very low

Circumftances, but of fo advanced

an Age as to be incapable of

proviaing for herlelf, and pro-

cured her a Benefit from this Play,

the Profits of which to her it is

faid amounted to upwards of one

hundred and twenty Pounds.

Dancer, Mr. Jotn,—This plied himfelf ^principally to Hif-

Author, who lived in the Reign of tory and Poetry, which continued

* "DA
of Age he was admitted a Com-
moner of AfagJakn Hail Ox/orJ,

at which Place he continued for

about the Space of three Years,

during which Time, by the Af>
fiftance of an excellent Tutor and
the Dint of great AiTiduity and
Application on his own Side, he
made a very coniiderable Progrefs

in all Branches of Academical
Learning.—Thofe which were of

a fravcr Turn however not fo

well fuiting his Genius, he ap«

Charles II. is faid to have been

bora in Irelandy but whether be

was fo or not, it is certain that

I'
he lived a great Part of his Time
in that Kingdom.———About the

Year 1670 he came over into

England, and being pcrfeft Mafter

of the French' and Italian Lan-
guages, he tranflated three dra-

j

matick Pieces from the Originals

to be his Favourites during the

Remainder of his Life.—At the

Expiration of the abovcmention-

ed Term he quitted the Univcr-

(ity, and came up to London^

where his own Merit, and the

Intercft of his Brother-in-law,

John Flort'Of the celebrated Au-
thor of an Italian Diftionary, re-

commended him to the Favour of

of three eminent Poets, viz. Taf- Queen Anntf King jfamet Ill's

fo, Corneille, and ^;«a«//.—The Confort, who was pleafcd to con-

I
Pieces are as follow,

1. AcniFPA, King of Alba.
Trag.

2. ^MYNTA. Paft.

4. NiCOMEDI. T. C.

\luiigbaine has given us this Au-
Ithor's Name Dancer, alias,

IDaunc y, but whence the Doubt
Iconcerning his Name arifes I

Iknow not, unlefs from the Irre-

IguUrity of Spelling which was
Liven way to at the Time this

iGentleman wrote.

Daniel, Mr. Samutl.—Thit
IGentleman, who Aands in high

lEllimation among the Writers jof

Ihe Age he liv'd in, both as a

Poet and an Hiftorian, flouriOied

In the Reigns of Queen Eliza-

ih and King yametl,—He was
khe Son of a Mufic Mafter, and
born near Taunton in Somerfetjbire,

fer on him the Honour of be-

ing fir(l Gentleman extraordinary

and afterwards out of her Grooms
of the Privy Chamber j which
being a Poft of very little Em-
ployment, the Income of it en-

abled him to rent a Houfe at a
little Diftance from L<7H</on,which

had a very fine Garden belonging

to it, amongil the folitary Amufe-
ments of which he is faid to

have compofed the moft of his

Plays. Towards the latter Part of

his Life he quitted Lcndon en*

tirely, and rrtired, according to

Dr. Fulltrf to a Farm near the

Dtvifes in K^iltjbirt, but ff^ocd

fixes the Place of his Retreat at

Btckington near Pbilifit Norton in

Somfrjhjbire, where he com-
menced Farmer, and after fome
Yean fpent in a healthful Excr-

the Year i56z.>-*At x; Ycais <cifc of that Exnployneat, in the

S^fvic*

la
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Setvlcf of the Mufes and in reli-

gious Contemplation he died in

the Year 1619.

Such is the Sum of the Ac-

counts give: • ^7 difterent Authors

of this Writer's Life—Yet there

is an evident Confufion in it

which I cannot fay I well know
how to clear up with refped to

his Age at the Time of his

Death, all the Authors feeming to

be agreed in the Year when he

died ; nay, lifWhas even given us

a Copy of hisMonumental Infcrip-

tion, which affixes a Date to his

Death : and yet Langhaine, GUdon,

and Jacobf have all pofitivcly de-

clared that he lived till nenreighty

Years of Age.—Nor can I account

for this any otherwife, than by

fuppoling that the two laft have,

without any Examination or even

Refle<aion, copied the grofs Er-

rors of the firft, who has, in

Concurrence with the Account

given of him by Wood, abfolutcly

fixed his Birth in 1562, and his

Death in 1619, at which Time
he could have been only Fifty-

feven, and yet immediately after

afTerted that he lived to four-

fcore Years of Age.—And even

after all there is fome Difficulty

remaining , as we find a cor-

re£led Edi;ion of his Cleopa-

tra greatly altered, and alfo one

of the Vijion t>f the twelve God-

dejjes, which is faid to be pub-

liihed by the Author from his

own Copy, in Juftification of

himfelf, from a fpurious Edition

before printed without his Know-
ledge : both of which are dated

in 1623.—'But as the general

Edition of his Works in 1623
were publiflted by his Brother

lyjr. John Daniel, it is pofiiblc

thefe Alterationi may have been

from MS. Copies which he had
himfelf prepared for the Frcfs be-

fore- his Death, fince it is fcarcely
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ponible that H^ood, who had feen

his Monument, could have mif.

taken the Date infcribed upon it.

•^The abovenamed. Monument
W£!6 ereQed to his Memory by

the Lady Anne Clifford^ after*

wards Countefs oi Pembroke, to

whom he had formerly been Tu-
tor, and who was a very great

Lover and Encourager of Learn«

ing and learned Men.
His dramatic Pieces, which

however are not equal to fome

other of his Poetical Works,

;and fiill lefs fo to his Hiftories,

M'htch are yet held in very high

Eftimation, are the following

Five, vix,

I. Cleopatra. T.
a . HYM t N * s Triumph, Paft.«

Trag-Com.

3-

4-

5*

Philotas. T.
keen's Arcadia. Paft.

ViJion of the tnvelve Ged-

defei.

He was alfo Poet Laurcat to

.

King James I. in which Honour

he was fucceeded by the cele-

brated Ben yonfoH, but in what|

Year he himl^lf was firft pro-

moted to the Laureat, I ^0 ' not
|

find any Account recorded.

Darcv, James, Efq;— Thijl

Gentleman was a Native of tht

County of Gakvay in IrelaniA

whether )'et living or not I can-

not pretend to alTert.*—But hel

has obliged the Public with twal

dramatic Pretes, both of theml

performed at the Theatre Royalj

in /)«*//».—Their refpeftlvc Ti.|

ties are,

1. Love and Ambition. T.
2. Orphan o/Vsvicz,' T.

Dai; BORN, alias DabornJ
The Rev. Mr. Robert. Thol

the fame Di/lcrence appears id

the Spelling of this Author'j

Name as in Mr. Dancers, beforej

mentioned, the laft is certainlf

right.—He lived in the Reign 1

Kinl -Fo
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Kmg>««l. and had a liberal
iducat.on, being Maftcr of Arts
but in what Univcrfity he took
his Degree appea.s uncertain—
He was alfo ,n holy Orders and
.t.s probable had 'a Living n/«/W.~At leaft it is apparem
he was in that KingdomV from

^
Wn publifljed by him on™": 7* in the Year 1618

^•h'ch ,s faid in the Tule-Page
have been preached at f^.-/W-.He wrote the two fot

I. Ckrijiian furred Turk T

of Sir /^,//,^«, Z)'^^,,^^,, the
PoetLaureat, whom we ari iufthbout to mention.-He wa Vdu-

c at ^,,,,Colledge, ^t^^/icre he was enter'd a Geml<.
hn-Co.^moner, but leav^nfL"
l^'thout taking a Deeree tv.^

poaor Of Civil Law confg 'd on

rT» which happen'd in 1668

I
;" ' '" "''"^h however he dQ

L {"//"^-"ior General of the

|HM.rote one dr.n.atic Piece,

h'^cs. Dra.r..Op.

l^at he wa. enter'd Gentleman

I befides the above-mentioned

f
e he was a Commiflioner of

Yl^ije From 1670 to ir,9^
I Jat he died nX. 6 ' ^^^
f^f theie ParticuLs^ :

DA
the Death of his Father tii.D

=^ Vouth who, by that A.? °'*

could be but :. / -Account,

Colledge.rlif..'""^"f'l from

thercfo'rjmirVt Thl
'''^'^

t'?ned might be that of V""'"*
ceiving the Dignih/of n a"

"'-

Laws-Wheth'e t1,^tr
°''

Commiffionerof^L}:^,^^-^^^

thatcC'lJ n^^S,'"?rbabie
J'^^ce on the Son If

'^"'' *^''

had been fo fa^t^f i

°"*^ ^"»

^ohisFamitat^/^Z-ant
"lore unlikely thlt^t J

"°'

;"/-^itmigVrbe'akt^fr"
^'-^^ the very ^.Xf-

J'
10, It IS not unreafon-ki-

""agineifC...v..'sSt^,f'V^

it about ^lo'c^sl .^^^"^^^^

f-'sAc^e'Snt^^Tl^"'^
^'^^ l^o/l he enjoyed rtirr'toms mipht hiv;! .

^ ^"^-

onhimbyw;>^"^^-'^OM-cd
^oMheL.ro^'^:'ofhr"^^"-

Knt.iTorhisc:;ti'^"^
^''^'-'

variegated Lfer;i;'"^"'^ye

»• J .:r..
>•

'

f- :

#
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;
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tion.al Pieafures, which are fitted

fi5r the Entertainment of a civilized

People.—And the greater (hould

his "Merit be eftecmcd in this

Particular, f;ncc not only the im-
portant Affairs of the State,

whoe Ncccflities demanded his

/.fliftancc, and of which he was
ro unu£live Mernbcr at a Period

of great Confufion and F*crplcxity,

tut even Confinement, and the

Profpcft of Death itfelf, were in-

fiifficient to abate his Ardor or

klTen his Diligence in the Caufe

of his darling Miftrefles (he

Mufes ! For it is recorded of

him, that when he was Prifoncr

in C&u'es Caftle, and en a pretty

rear Certainty (according to his

own Expreflion) of being hanged

within a V/cck, he ftill piiifucd

the Compofition of his celebrated

Poem of Goi:dibcrt, and even was
Maftcr enough of his Temper and
Abilities to write a Letter to his

Friend Holies, giving fome Ac-
count of the Progrcfs he had made
in it, and offering fome Criti-

<ifms on the Nature of that Kind
©f Poetry.—But to proceed more
regularly in his Hiflory.

Our Author was a younger Son
of Mr. ydn D^Avenant, who was
a Citizen of Oxford, being a very

fubHantial Vintner, and keeping

a large Tavern, afterwards known
by the Nan-e of the Crvwn in

that City j where be moreover,

in 162 1, attained to the Honour
of being ele£led Mayor.—This
Son was born at Oxford, in Feb.

1605, and very early in Life gave

Tokens of a lively and promifing

Genius.—He received the Rudi-

ments of Grammatical Learning

from Mr. Edward Syhejier, who
Jcrpt a School in the Parifll of

ylll Saints, Oxford, and in the

Year 1621, being that of his Fa-

ther's Mayoralty, he was enter'd

9 Member of X/w^/v College in
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that Unlverfity, in order to com>
nleat his academical Studies un-

der Mr. Daniel Hough. Here

however he took no Degree, nor,

according to ff^ocd'i Opinion,

made any long Refidcnce, that

Writcrabfolutcly informing uf, at

the fame Time, that he ac-

knowledges the Strength of his

Genius, and even didinguiihes

him by the Title of the Sivctt

Sivan of Ifis, that he was ncvcr-

thelefs confidcrably deficient ia

Univeifity Learning.

On his quitting the Univerfiiy,

he became one in the Rctlnoc pf

the magnificently difpofed Trar.ca

Dutchcfs of RichmorJ, out cf

whofc Family he removed ir.to

thut of the celebrated Sir FuHt

Grcville, hov^ Brook, whofeHif-

tory I have already recorded in

it's proper Place.—But after the

unhappy Death of that Nobkman
in 1628, being now left without

a Patron, altho' not in diftrefs'd

Circumftanccs, it is probable that

Views of Profit as well as Amufe-

ment might induce him to an

Exertion of his Genius, as he in

the enfuing Year produced his

firft Play, called y^llovine, A'%

of the Lombards, which met with

great Succefs.

For the eight fucceeding Years
|

he paft his Time in the Servic« 1

of the Mufes, and a conftant At>j

tendance at Court, where he was

very much carefled by all the!

great Wits there, among whomj

we find him in the clofefl Intl.

macy with the Earl of Dorfit,\

Lord Treafurer Wejion, and the!

accompliffied Endymiem PoriirX

Efq;—In Confequence of this ex J

tcnfivc perfonal Interest, and ttel

peculiar Patronage of the QuewJ

he was in the Year 1637 proj

moted to the Laurel, which waJj

vacant by the Death of BenJ»

font and for which Ibcnuu''

*v-



ft,*cJ as his Competiror.—To the

Uk of that Poet'the Reader w5il

finJ r;.latcd the Rcfcntnticnt he

/hewed on the L©*'s of this Elec-

tion } and it will eoually appear

in the Courfe of this Gentle-

irnn's Hiftory, with what ardent

Gratitude and unHiakcn Zeal tor

the Caufe of the Royal Family
he repaid this Mark of their Ef-

teem for him.—For as foon as

ever the Ci>'il War broke out, he
dcmonftrated his Loyalty to the

King, not only in Word but Ac-
tions.

In May 164T, he was accufed

by the Parliament, of being con-

cerned in a Dcfign for fcducing

the Artr.y from their Adherence
to the Parliamentary Authority

j

aod a Proclamation being ilfucd

for the apprehending him and 0-

thers engaged in that Defign, he
was flopped at Tcverjkamy fent

up to hctiionf and put under the

Cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms.
—From hence, in the Month cf

^uly following, he was bailed,

and foon after found it necefTary

for him to withdraw to France.^^

In this Attempt to fly, however,

he was not much more fuccefsful

than in the former, reaching no
farther than Canterbury before h.;

was again feized by the Mayor of
that City, and obliged to under-

go a very ftri£t Examination."—
Wkether he was put into Con-
finement on this Occaflon, or

fuftered to proceed on his Jour-
ney, is a Point that his Biogra-

phers have not rcnder'd extremely
clear, but it is pretty evideht; that

the Delay arifing from it was not
a very long one ; as }ve find that

he did at length join the Queen
in Frarccy where he flaid for

fome Time, till, accompanying
fome military Stores which that

Princefs fent over for the Ufe of
the Earl of Netuc*Jilef he was

D A .i«r

enfcitatncd by his Lordffiip, vvH«

had been his old Friend ariJ Fa
tron, in the Station of Lu^uic-

nant-General of the OrJnaiice.

In his military Capacity heap-
pears to have behaved well, fo",

at the Siege of Clouccjier in Se,U.

1643, he received the Honour i f

Knighthood from the King. ..3

an Acknowledgment of his Bra-

very and fignal Services.—But o-i

the Declining of the King's Af-
fairs, fo far as to be beyond Re-
trieval, Sir JViiliam once mij»%

retired to Fra'ue , where he
changed his Religion for that cf
the Church of iJowc", and remain-
ed for a confidcrabie Time w;tia

the Queen and Prince of tVa «.
—By them he was held in high
Efteem, and appears to have lejii

entrufted with fome impcrtar.t

N«g>claticns in 1646, and par-

ticularly effiploycd by the Qjiecn

in an Attempt, tho' an uofuc-

cefsfnl one, to prevail on King
Charles I. to comply with fome
temporizing Steps which ihe con-
fidered as necefTary to his Inter

.

efls.

In 1650, an ingenious Projeft

having been formed for fending 4

feleft Number of Artificers (par-

ticularly Weavers) from France

to Virginiaf for the Improvement
of that Colony, our Author, en-
couraged to it by the Queen-Mo-
ther, undertook the Condu£l of
this Expedition, and abfolutely

embarked in the Profecution of

it from one of the Ports of Nor-
m(Zff<^.—But Fortune not being

inclined to favour him, the Vef-
fel had fcarcely got clear of the

French Coaft, before fhc fell in

with, and v/as taken by, a Ship

of War belonging to the Parlia-

ment, who carried her into the

ine of fright.

Sir fViltiam VAvenant on this

Occaflon was confined for fome

[la] Tim«
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Time dofc Piifoner to Convex Caf-

tlp, and in the enfuing Year was
fent up to the Tower of London,

in Order to take his Trial before

the High Court of Juftice.

During his Confinement, his

Life was for a long Time kept in

the utmoft Sufpenccand Danger
}

yet what is very remarkable, it

bad fo little Effcft.on his t^atural

Vivacity and Eafinefs of Difpo-

fition, that he ftill with great

AlVidiiity purfued his Poem of

CoriiMirty two Books of which
he had written while in France.

—By what Means he cfcaped this

impending Storm is not abfolute-

ly apparent.—Some have attri-

buted it to the Interpofiticn of

two Aldermen of York, to whom
he had {hewn fome peculiar Ci-

vilities when they had been taken

rrifonets in the North by the

Ear! of Ne7VcaJik\ Forces ; and

others afcribe his Safety to the

Mediation of the great Milton.—-

Tho' the foimcr of thefe Parti-

culars may Jiave fome Founda-
ti: n,. \'.r\\ mi^,ht be a concurrent

Ciiiuinfbnce in his Prefervation,

vft I cannot help thinking the

latter moft likely to have been

the principal Inflrument in it ; as

the immortal Bard was a Man
whofe Intereft was moft potent at

that Time; as it is reafonable to

imagine a fympathetic Regard

for a Perfon of Sir William''s poe-

tical Abilities, muft plead ftrong-

Jy in his Favour in fo humane a

Brcaft as that of li^Uion, an<l

point out to him that true Cer.i %

cught to b« confider'd of no Par-

ty, but claims the Prote£lion of

«//; And what feems to confirm

this is, that we find ten Years
tftcrwards, when the latter was
eita(SIy in the fame Predicament,

jhc f^ood indebted for the fame
Pro:efl!(>n to Sir William, to

ikU)Qi tlj^ci^fot;^ Ma^JuM otj^.t;

D A
to confidcc thcmfelvcs as under
double Obligations, fince, but for

his Interceflion for the Life of

Mittor, it is more than probable

the Woild would never have been

enriched with the noblcft Poem
in it.

Be this however as it will, he

was at length admitted to his Li.

berty as a Prifoncr at large
;

yet

his Circumdances being now con<

fldcrably reduced, he made a bold

EfFort towards at once redref-

fing them, and redeeming the

Public from that cynical and au>

ftcre Gloom which had long hung

over it, occadoned by the Sup-

prcHion of theatrical Amufe^
ments. He well knew that a

Theatre, if conduced with Skill

and Addrefs, would ftill find a

fufficient Number of Partizans to

fupport it ; and having obtained

the Countenance of Lord Whit'

locke, Sit John MaynarJ, and o-

ther Pcrfons of Rank, who were

in Reality no Friends to the Cant

and Hypocrify which then fo

flrongly prevailed, he got Per-

mifTion to open a Sort of Theatre

at Rutland hloufe in Cbarter -Ihvjt

Yard, where he began with a

Reprefentation which he called

an Opera, but was in Reality

quite a different Thing.—This
meeting with Encourag'cment, he

ftill proceeded, till at length

growing bolder by Succefs, he

wrote, and caused to be aded,

feveral regular Plays, which, by

the great Profits arifing from

them, perfeflly anfwer'd the moie

important Part of his Defign,

that of amending his Fortunes.—

Immediately after the Reftora-

lion of King Clar/is II. however,

which brought with it that of

the Britijh Stage in a State of

unreftrained Liberty, Sir fFillim

D*/3venar.t obtained a Patent for

t.be J^ejjrefeatation of dramatic

Pieces,
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fl.'ccs imJcr the Tftie of the

/^•/./v-Thcfirft Opening of this
7 JuM.rc was with a new Play of

vir'"'-
'"^'^^'^^ the SiiJ of^W:^,n which he introduced

?^"-r."nT>'°''^"« Scenes and
baut.fuJ Machincry.-And her?

• "Jv,"^"'y
t« obfcrve, that

firftPerrontowhomtherw^
Stage IS indebted for thofc ofco!

r^^"°^f';<"n the Theatres in

^Sr^" '""S Refidcnce "
Which Country had greatJv .'m
proved his TaV an'd il'cTd-
fi.m o endeavour at a gre,ter Regui^ity in the Condudl anJ a"greater Corre,!tnefs in the Tan
fuage of his Pieces th.„ h
f--rofthedr":;;ti Writt:

;;^- In^prov^^^
t^itTh^f

of Decoration and Scenery, fo n-
"/TaO. for heightening Vhe Deoption on which fogfeat a Parr
J;fourPieafarein,LsKnd„;
Entertainments

conflantly de-
r^^'Js

i .n vvhicK we now I"n greatly e.cecd our Ch."
tours

J but which at that IW
'oaJJy deficient in : for alihn' .v

Jnatic Entertainments, ihiX
mcaccompaniedwith

-eryrctS«nery curious JWachin« andher elegant Embelli/hme„^7
and the greateft Part of them-^ondu«,d by that great' Ar"C '"'S°y'^"> yet thefe were

jjn'ployedonlyin the Mafques and
1%'' reprefented at Cour" a„d

kThe';°°"p-'^-f:;.:;fjiiiue Iheatres m which W^.b then a«ed for Hi^jiT^J?^
IT "tres were fo numerous, there
^«Sg««allyfixerftvciopen

we arc iomewhere toJd th-.t .u
were at onp T,'«, .

;^^ ^^^rS

th.Vfk ^' ^° extrcmeiy Jo«,

of a r„5- ^"'"^ ^''''^ by Way
were they in tt^ /•

^'^"a^'on

-rf.».».,jix\cicrence

Kingdom? li^"';)' """ ""f'

nued at the He^A I^^V L ''*^t'

"y> which hSr/.'^re'^^V
foaftijjjargerand' '^^'*^d-

vS'-o^i:? .^,-4v^
^t

Rival ^-^ 7hffcreTVV'"'
^^^vinghisSonDr&S;^''-^'
*^'""r/i mentioned in tK.^t
>^'^tic!e,hisSucceflbrVtheIli''*
nagement of the TheaJe^^-

^P^*t/etil{ltw?r2;:
rar. 5/. William Davenantr!

•I

\\
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Thuj,,
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Thus, after paflfing thro" nwny
Storms of DitBuihy and Adver-

fity, he at length l\jent the Evening

cf his Days in Eafeand Serenity,

•—While living he had the Hap-
{)!nefs of being univerfally be*

loved, and at his Death vias as

univerfall) lamented.

As a Man, his Chara£lcr ap-

pears to have been in every Re-
fpe(5t perfeii^ly amiable.—Honour,
Courage, Gratitude, Integrity,

Genius and Vivacity having ap-

parently been the predominant
Features of his Mind ^ and all the

Hiftorians feem to allow, that he
vas poffefs'd of an agreeable Per-

fon and handfome Face, till, in

Confequence of fome amorous
©alliances, whereby bis Nofe had
greatly fuffered, the Symmetry of

the latter was confiderably disfi-

gured, and became thi; Subjcftof

ntuch Wit among his Cotempo-
rary Poets.—Sir yohu Suckling in

particular, tho* his Friend, could

not avoid touching on it in his

Sf£:on of tie Pom, in which
he has the following Lines,

Will D'Avcnant, aJhavCd of a
foolijh Mifcharce

*Ibat he had got lately travelling

in France,

Medejily hofd the Handfnuneft

of bis Miife

Might any Deformity about him
txtt'je.

Surely the Company had bttn son-

trnt

Jf they could have found any

I'recrdert,

But in all their Records in Verfc

or in Proftf

I'iere ivas none ofa Laureat that

wanted a Nole.

Altho' it is far ftom my Incli-

nation to propagate Slander, or

add to the perpetuating axiy Tals

5 I> A
of private Calumny, yet I migh?,
as a Biographer, be though^ guil-

ty of an Omiifion, fhould I not
take Notice in this Place, that,

in Confequence of the extraordi-

nary Beauty of Mrs. D'Avenant^
our Author's Mother, and the

Frequency of the Vifits of Shah^.
pca-e, who, in the Courfc of his

Journeys into OxfordflAre^ ufcd

mo ft generally to refide at the

Houfe of her Hu/band, who, as

I have before obferved, kept in.

Inn in the City of Oxford^ there

have not been wanting thofe whij

have conjedlur'd SitWilliam D'A-
vcnant to have been not only the

p<5etical, but even the natur.)l

Son of that inimitable Bard

And, as a farther Gorroboratioa

of the Surmife, would infinuate

a Refemblancc of Feature, and

urge the Vivacity of Sir iniliams

natural Difpofition, which w.!3

diametrically oppofite to the

gloomy faturnine Com|)lexion of

Mr. D'Avenant, his fuppofcd and

legal Parent.—Was the Fadcir.
tain, how greatly would this Au-
thor appear the Favorite of (h«

Mufcs, firft to receive his Exilt-

ence, and afterwards to owe the

Continuance of it, to the two md
exalted Geniufes that ever lived!

—Rut, as the Circumftanccs en

which the Suppofition is founded,

are by no Means fuch as are ade-

quate to a Proof
J

as Gallantry,

and more efpecially Adultery,

were far from the reigning or fa-

(hionable Vices of that Age ; anJ

moreover , as Sbakcfpeare tnoK

particularly feein< remarkable for I

the Chaftity and amiable Puiity

of his Murals; I cannot thinlr,

that the calHng a Stain on tk

Virtue of a Lady of ReuutatidnJ

and fixing a Blot on the moni

Condufl of fo valuable a \\a\

are fufficiently authoiized by tMJ

mere SugsefUooi of Fancy, uj

thtl
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Baftard Pedigree in the poetical

^theRemc„,brancecfAgesyetto

As a Poet, Sir ^/AW«'sR^„^
/eems as yet undetermi„ed.-lHis
ccJebrated Epic rf CW/3^,

"
render'd at the fame Time theSubjea of the higheft ComLn
dat.„a„dthefevere/lCriS;
tho

,
I muft confefs, that Envvappears to me to have had ^n^uch greater Share in the l^ter

hanjuft,„i for, tho' the Story

terefting, (and that too in .-->
tMcafurc from it's not bcinVfo

wdlknow„)astlu,reoftheLrf

lf^""d, and that the FettersOf Rh.me, and mil more fo thofj^i Stanza Poetry, lay it unZ
very great Reftra^int^^^e

it ^Ift

LnJ:rn''^''' cvJn by it'sflrongcft Opponents, that thtr^
runsthro'thewholeofi aSuKWy.n the Sentiment a No."Wcne s He Manners, i Pu^
ntheDiftion, and a Luxuriancv

than that of M '/),?r '1''

be rtronjrcr or m. '^'"^ can

D A

""''"y .0 ,he oij L, ;V>o:verb, «ere not always ihc/l

S5a;=

=

«. |Lr„ 1 ,

rcmot« and newne borrowed nn- r.f . *
" an.) h- , '°."^'- f"^ any other

"."c :/::*-»-»"' ^-'
;:".ny Cher Man fC"'"'°" lions Mere robe, ,nJ ? *'"

"uftdlT P°»*'"8 "Wei heu'ed in Invention."

»natc Works a.rf * '^'='-

;he Lift o/X^ pCZ"?c-notheipf.4,i^ '-^-/^
^i"g, as there are certalnll ? "

'• f^«oviM, King ,f tuLombards. T?
^

Britannia Ti-i,^Z*.L

Mafque. ^"""'P^'"^ •

^'•''el Brother, T
Ai^/-,^,,. T. c'

'3. ^n./. T. C. (attnbufed !

tt'r^'-'-
to thi. Hu,

2.

4-

J-

r 'Wlij
^^kI

j

''

Iff i

, .1

f J' ,

^
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15. Si'e^e cf Rhodzs. Play,

two Parts.

16. Tm/'/c of Love. Ma(que.

17. Tempeji , ( alter'd from
Stake/'^eare by Dryden and
this Author.)

28. Ttiumpbt of the Prince

D'Amour. Mafque.

15. Ur.fortunate Lwers, T.

so. Wits. C.

Davknport, Mr. Robrt,'—

/.n Author who lived in the

Reign of Ckarla J. and during

the Troubles of that Reign wrote

two Plays, which however, on
Account of the SupprefTion of the

Theatre under the Common-
wealth, did net make their Ap-
pearance till after the Rcftoration.

—Their Names are,

1 . "J'ht City Night Cap. T. C.

a. King John ard Matil-
da. T.

Dauncey. r/V/. Dancer.
Davy, Satnuel.—This Author

is mentioned no where but in ihe

Britijh Theatre^ he was born in

Jt elandy and I imagine it was in

that Kinglom that he brought the

following Piece o>» the S:age, vix.

The Treacherous Uujband. T.
Davys, or Davis, Mrs. Afd-

fv.—This female Author was

born in Ireland^ fhe was married

to a Clergyman, whom flie fur-

vivcd, and wrote two dramatic

Pieces, both in the comic Walk}
entitled,

r. The Northern Heirtjs, C,

1. F -If Rival. C.

Bcfides thefe /he wrote fome No-
vels, Poems, and Familiar Let-

ters, which, together with the

above, are publifhed in two Vol.

8vo. 17x5. under tho Title ofThe
Works of Mrs. Dat-is.

Day, Mr. John — ihis Au-
thor, by the Date of his Works,
mud have flouriHied in the Reigns

«f Ki)>K Jaifift It Aflud King

t> E
Charles I. and wrote the follovr*

ing dramatic Pieces.

1. B/ind Beggar of BzTHii A

u

Crimen. C.

2. Humour out of Breath, C.

3. jp of Gulls. C.

4. Laiv Tricks. C.

5. Parliament ofBees. Mafque.
(The Author was afliftcd

in this by fViliiam RcivUy

and George JVilkins.)

6. Travels cf three Englijh BrO'

tiers. Hiftorical Play.

The precife Time of his Birth

and Death, however, are not

known, nor any farther Particu-

lars recorded concerning him, ex-

cepting that he had Connexion
with fome of his cotemporary

Poets of Note, and had been for

fome Time Student in Caius Col-

Icdgc, Cambridge.

Decker, .Mr. Tifw/^j.—This
Gentleman was a Writer in the

Reign of K ng James I. and be-

ing a Cotemporary with Ben Jon-
/i«, became more eminent by

having a Quvrrcl with that great

Pcct, than he would perhaps

othcrwife have done from the

Merit of his own Works, which

are but of a very moderate Rank
of Excellence.-^What the original

Occafion of their Conteft was,

I know not, but jfonpn^ who
certainly could never *' bear a

" Rival near the Throne" has,

in his Poetafter, the Dur.ciad of

that Author, among many other

Poets whom he has fatyriz'd,

been peculiarly fevcrc on Decitr,

whom he has charafteris'd under

the Name of Crif/ i>ms. This

Compliment Dechr has amply t>

paid in his SatyrotnaJliXy or the

UntruffinpabumurousPott^in which,

under the Title of yov: ng Iloract

he has made Ben, the Hero of

his Piece.—As great Witt, and

ef£ecially thofe of the Satyrirjl
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written by Lm;;s Sharpe, and the
other three by anonymous Au-
thors.

The precire Time of this Au-
thor's B»rth»and Death are not

recorded, yet he could not have
died young, as the firft Pl:»y wc
find of his writing wiis publiihcd

in 1 600, and the lateft Date we
meet with to any other is in

1638. excepting the Sujt's Darling,

which Langbaire obferves was not

publiflied till after the Death of
its Authors,

DELAr,Mr.—Of this Gentle-
man I know no raorc than the hav-
ing heard that he hANortb-Briton,
and a Clergyman, but whether of
the Church of Engfavd or that of
Scotiarui I ann not thoroughly in-

formed, tho' moft probably of the
latter,—He is a living Writer,
and has lately brought on the
Stage one draoiittic Piece^ en-
titled, . ,

HtcUBA. Tr,
DxNHAM, Sir yolif.—^This

elegant Writer was the only Son
of Sir Jobn Denham, Knight, of
little Horflty, who was, at the
Time of our Author's Birth,

which happened in 1615, Lord
Chief Baron of the Exchequer in

htlattd, and one of the Lords Juf-
tices of that Kingdom : In Confe-
qucnce of which our Author was
born in Dutllr^ but was brought
over from thence at two Years old,

on the Promotion of his Father to

the Rank of a Baron of the Ex-
chequer in Englar.d,

His grammatical Learning he
received in Ltndon, and in Afi-

(haelmat Term 1631, was re-

moved from thence to Oxford,

where he was enter'd a Gentle-
man Commoner of Trinitv Col-
lege

J
but inftead of fliewing any

early Dawnlngs of that Genius
which afterward! flione forth in

hini; he ap|iear'd a flow dreaming

# D E
young Man, and one who/e dar*

ling Paflion was Gaming.—Here
he continued for three Years,

when, having pafs'd his Exami-

nations, and taken a Degree as

Batchelor of Arts, he came to

Lovdon, and enter'd himfelf at

Lincoln''s-Inn, where he applied

pretty clofely to the Study of the

Law.—Yet his darling Vice was

ftill predominant, and he fre-

quently found himfelf ftripped to

his lafl; Shilling, by which be To

greatly difpIcasM his Father, that

he was obliged, in Appearance at

leaft, to reform, for fear of being

abfolutely abandoned by him.—
On his Death, however, being no

longer retrained by parental Au-

thority, he again gave Way to it,

and being a Dupe to Sharpers,

foon fquander'd away feveral

thoufand Pounds.

In the latter End of 1641, how-

ever, to the Aflonifliment of every

one, his Genius broke forth in a

full Blaze of Meridian Brightnefs,

in that joftly celebrated and ad*

mir*d Tragedy the Sophy, and

foon after mone out again in hit

Poem of Ccober^s Hill.—In the

fame Year he was prick'd for

High Sheriff for the County of

Surry, and made Governor of

Farnbam Caftle, for the King-
But being poHTefs'd of no gre«t

Share of military Knowledge, h:

prefently quitted that Poft, and

retired to his Majefty at Oxfwl

And now the grand Rebellion^

being broke out in its full Force,!

he fhcwed the warmeft Attacli

ment to the Royal Family, an

in the Courfe of their unhapp;

Affairs, became of fignal SU'

vice to them.—In the Year 164;!

when the King had been dc

ver'd into the Hands of the Ai

my, he undertook, on the

half of the Queen Mother,

gain Accefs to his Majr
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which he found Means to do by

the Afliftance of Hugh Peters.—

On this Occafion the King con-

verled with him in an unrcferved

Manner, with Regard to his Af-
fairs, and eniruHing him ^^ith

nine Cyphers, 'ommanJcd him
to ftay privately in LonJctry in or-

der to receive all his Letters to

arid irom his Corrcfpondents, all

which were conftantly decyphcr'd

and undecyphercd by Mr. Coii'Ujf

at that Time with tlic Queen Mo-
ther in France. I'his Truft he per-

formed with great Pun^uality and

Safety for Ibme Time, till at

l.-ngth Mr. Co«y/fy's Hand being

known, this Afrair was difco-

vcrcJ, and Mr. Deitbam obliged

to make his Efcape to France.—

In [648 he was lent AmbalTador,

{ogcihcr wilh Lord Crofts, to Po-

hind, where he fiicceeded fo well

?.i to bring back ten thoufand

Pounds for the King, levjtd there

on his Majefty's Scott'ifh Sub-

iefts.

About 165a he return'd to

England, and refided about a Year
:<t the Earl of Pembroke''^ at IVil-

:i!t, having quite exhauftcd his

own Foitunc, by his PalVion for

Gaming, and the Expcnces he

had been at during the Civil War.
—It does not clearly appear what
brcame of him between that

Time and the Rcftoration, tho'

it is moft probable he went over

again to France, and refided there

till King Cbarles II's Return
from St. Germain's to Jfrfey,

when he was immediately ap-

pi;intcd, without any Solicitatitm,

Surveyor General of all his Ma-
jsily's Buildings, and at the Coro-
nation of that Monarch made
Knight of the Bath.

On fome Difcontent atifing

from a fccond Marriage, he for a
little Time loft his Scnfes, but

(3 bis Recovery, continued in

D E
great Eftcem at Court for his
Poetical Abilities, efpecially with
the King, who was fonJ cf Poetry,
and during his Exile us'd fre-

quently to give Mr. Denbam Ar-
guments to write on.

This ingenious Gentleman died
at an Office he had built f,)r him-
felf near ffliteball, March 10,
1668, j^tatis 5^, and was buried
in JVefimtnJitr 'j4i>bcy, leaving be-
hind him among the levcral Works
whereby his Poetical Fame ftanJs

cflabliOied, only one dramatic
one, vix.

Tho Sophy. T.
As a Poet we need only refer'to

the Teftimonials of many Wri-
ters, particularly Drydcn and Pope^
in his Favour.—As to his moral
Charadle-, he has had no Vice
imputed to him but thatof Game-
ing, and altho' Authors have been
filcnt as to his Virtues, yet if we
may judge from his Works, he
vas a good-natut'd Man and an
eafy Companion ; and from his

.

Anions it appears that he was
one of ilrift Honour and Inte-

grity, and in the Day of Danger
and Tumult of unfhakcn Loyalty
to the fufteiing latereft ot his

Sovereign.

Dennis, Mr. John.—This
Gentleman who, tho' he has left

many dramatic Pieces behind him,
was much lefs celebrated for

them than for his critical Writ-
ings, wns the Son of an eminent
Sadler, a Citizen of London, in

which Metropolis our Author was
born in the Year 1657.
He received the firft Branches

of Education under Dr. Horn, at

the great School at Harrow en tit

Hill, where he commenced Ac-
quaintance and Intimacy with
many young Noblemen and Gcn-
tlcmcn,who uAcrwards made con»
fiderahle Figures in public Afiairi}

whenbv he laid the Foundation

Df

m. 1

^'i

n



:if'
D E 4^

'#* D E

.
, fill

1

•f a very ftrong and extenfive In-

tercft, which might, but for his

own Fault, have been of infinite

Service to him in future Life.

From /farrow he went in 1675
to Caiut College, C7»;^r/<j^f,where,

after his proper Standing, he took

the Degree of Batchelor of Arts.

•^When he quitted the Univer-

fity he made the Tour of Europe,

in the Courfe of which he con

ceived fuch a Deceftation for

Defpotifm, as confirmed him ftill

more ftrongly in thofe Whig Prin-

ciples which he had from his In-

fancy imbibed.

On his Return to England he

became early rcquainted with

Dryden, Wr 'yy Congnve, and

Southerne, who.*? Converfation in-

fpiring him wth a Paflion for

Poetry, and a Contempt for every

Attainment that had not fome
Relation to the Belles Lettres, di-

verted him from the Acquifition of

any profitable Art, or the Exer-

cife of any ProfefTion.

This to a Man who had not an

Independent Income, was un-

doubtedly a Misfortune. How-
ever, the Zeal he fhew'd for the

Protcftant Succcflion having re-

commended him to the Patjonage

of the Duke of Marlborough^ that

Nobleman procured him a Place

in the Cuftoms, worth 120/. per

^Inn. which he enjoy'd for fome

Years, till from Profufenefs and

War»t of Oeconomy he was re-

duced to the NccelTity of dif-

pofing of it to fatisfy (v>m?. very

prcfiing Demands.—By the Ad-
vice of Lord Hallifax, however, he

referred to himfelf, in the Sale

of it, an Annuity for a Term of

Years, which Term he outlived,

and was, in the Decline of his

Life, reduced to extreme NecclTi-

ty.—Mr. Thco. Cibbcr relates an

Anecdote of him which I can-

not avoid repeating, as it is not

only highly Charafteriftic of the

Man whofe Affairs we are now
confidering, but alfo a flriking

and melancholy Inftance among
Thoufands, of the diftrefsful Pre-

dicaments into which Men of

Genius and literary Abilities are

perhaps apter than any others to

plunge themfelves into, by paying

too flight an Attention to the

common Concerns of Life, and

their own mofl important Inte<

refts.

" After he was worn out,"

fays that Author, " with Age
• and Poverty, he relided within
'* the Verge of the Court, to pre-

" vent Danger from his Creditors,

*' —One Saturday Night, he hap-
*' pen'd to faunter to a Public
** Houfe, which, in a fbort Time,
'* he difcovered to be out of the

" Verge,—He was fitting in an

" open drinking Room, and a

" Man of a fufpicious Appear-
** ance happened to come in.

—

** Tlicre was fomething about the

** Man which denoted to Mr.
" Dennis, that he was a Bailiff,

" This ftruck him with a Panic
j

** he was afraid his Liberty was
*' now at an End ; he fat in tlie

•* utmoft Solicitude, butdurftnot
«* offer to flir, left he fliould be

" feiz'd upon.-^Afrer an Hour
" or two h^d paft in this painful

<' Anxiety, at laft the Clock
** flruck Twelve, when Mr. Dtn-
*' ris, in an Extafy, cried out,

" addrelTing himfelf to the fwl-

** pefted Perfon, No^v, 6;V, Util-

*'
Ijff or no Bailiff, I dent 'catt it

" Farthing fcr you^ you have ro

*• Poiver iiov}.— The Man was

** aflonifhed at his Behaviour, and

" when it was explained to him,

" was fo much affronted witli

** the Sufpicion, that had not

" Mr. Dennii found his Proteftion

" in Age, he would probably

** have fmarted for bis miflakfn
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"Opinion of J„m."-,A ftrong
Pifture of the Effects of Fcaf
and Appreheiifioii. in a Temner

as Mr. Dfnn,s\ of which theReader m.,y fee uvo more whim.
;cal Inftances in the iirft Part^f
l^'s Work, under the Tragdy ofLiberty Assert. n. "^ '

Mr. Z).-W, partly j,,
,
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iiiihe<], bis Language profaical,

flat, and undramatlc, and the

Condu(5l of his principal Scenes

heavy, dull, and unempaflioned.

—In fiiort, tho' he certainly had

Judgment, it is evident he had no
Execution, and fo much better a

Critic is he than a Dramatift,

that I cannot help fubfcribing to

the Opinion of a Gentleman,
who {aid of him, that he was the

moft cumpleat InflruAor for a

dramatic Poet, lince he could

teach him to diftinguifh good

Plays by his Precepts, and tad
ones by his ExampUi,

His dramatic Pieces are nine

in Number, as may be feen in

the following Lift,

1% Arrivs and Virginia.
Trag. Fid. Vol.1, Ap-
rSKDIX.

Comieal Gallant. C.

coriolanvs. t.
Gibraltar. C,

Ifhigekia. T.
6. Liberty ajferted. T.

7. OrPHEVS <I0</£URIDICE,
M?.rque.

Plot and no Plot. C.

RiNALoo and Armida.
Trag.

Derrick, Mr. —— Of this

Gentleman I know little more
than that be is an Author now
1 ving, is I believe a Native of

Inland, and, as I have been in-

formed, was formerly in the Ar-

my.—He has tranflated one lit-

tle Piece from the Frenct, in-

titled,

SvttA. Dram. £ntert.

Dig BY, Lord,—Of this No-
bleman I know nothing more
than that he is faid by Jacob to

have been the fuppofed Author of

one very good Play, entitled,

Elvira. Com.
DiLKE, Thomasf Efijj—This

Gentleman lived in the Reign of

William IH. and was the Son of

Mr. Samuel Dilke, of an ancient

2.

5-

S.

9.

DO
Family at Litchfield, where out
Author was born.— He had a

Univerfity Education, having been
fome Time a Student at One/ Col-
lege, Oxford—When he quitted

the Univerfity he went into the

Army, and had a Lieutenant*s

Commiflion under Lord Rabyt
afterwards Earl of Straffcrd, t»

which Nobleman he dedicated

one of his Plays, of which he

has left three behind him, wbofe
Titles are as follow,

1. City Lady, C.
2. Lover's Luck. C.

3. Pretenders. C.
DoDSLXY, Mr. Robert,--T\ai

ingenious Author is now living.

In what Year, or at what Place

he was born, I am not certain,

though I have heard the latter to

have been either in U^anwi(k-

Jhire or Nottinghamjhire ; his firft

fetting out in Life was in a fervile

Station, which however his Abi-

lities very foon raifed him from

;

for having written the 'T<^Jbip,

and that Piece being fliewn t»

Mr. Pope, the Delicacy of Satire

which is confpicuous in it, tho'

cloath*d with the greateft Sini'

plicity of Defign, fo ftrongly re-

commended it's Aythor to the!

Notice of that celebrated PoetJ

that he continued from tfaatTimej

to the Day of his Death a warmj

Friend and zealous Patron to Mr.j

Dodfiey, and altho* he had hinf

fell no Connection with theThe-j
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Merit, that might othcrwife

fink into Obliviun, vi». the

.I*ublication of a Colleftion of

Poems by dift'urent eminent
Hands, in fix Vnl. izmo. and a

Colledlion of Plays by old Au
thoTs, in twelve Volumes of the

iame Size.

Dog GET, Mr. Tbott-as.—This

Author was alfo an A£lor —Hi;

.was born in CaJi/e-Street, Dui/in,

and made his firfl theatiical At-
tempt on the Stau;e of that Me-
.tropolis ; but not meeting wi.th

the Encouragement there that his

.Merit undoubtedly had a Right

to, he rame over to England, and

entered himfelf in a travelling

Company, but from thence very

Toon was remov'd to London, and

cflabliHied in Lincoln s-lnn- Fields

Theatre, where he was univer-

fally liked in every Charafter he
performed, but (hone in none

jnor^ crnfpicuouPy than in thofe

rt Fc-'d'nvife In ihc 0/d Batcf:elcr,

ar.d Ben in Love for Lcve, which
Mr. Ccngreve, with whom he

yas a very great Favorite, wrote

in fome Meafure with a View to

his Manner of adling.

In a few Years after he re-

moved to Drury Lane Theatre,

where he became joint Manager

with With and Cibber, in which
Situation he continued till, on a

Difgufthetook in the Year 1712,

at Mr. Cootb^s being forced on

them as a Sharer in the Manage-

ment, he threw up his Part in

the Property of the Theatre, tho'

it was looked on to have been

worth a Thoufand Pounds fcr

jimum, — He had, however, by

his Frugality, faved a competent

Fortune to render him eafy for

the Remainder of his Life, with

which he retir'd from the Hurry

of Bufiaefs in the very Meridian

of his Reputation.-—As an A£tor

he had great Merit, and his Co-

D O
temporary Cibber informs us that

he was the moft an original, and
the ftri£left Obferver of Nature
of any A6lor of his Time.—His
Manner was original, and tho'

borrowed from none, frequently

fcrved tor a Mo.kl to many j and he
poflblTed that peculiar Art which
io very few Performers a e Ma-
ftet s of, f/as. the arriving at the

perfeilly ridiculous, without ftep-

ing into the leafl. Impropriety to

attain it.—And fo extremely care-

ful and ikilful .was he in the

drefling his "Charafters to the

greatift Exaftnefs cf Proprictt,

that the leaft Article of what ht

wore f^em'd in fome Meafure to

fpeak and mark the different Hu-
mour he prefcnted ; a neceflary

Care in a Comedian, in which

many Performers are but too re«

mifs.

Mr. Drgget lived fome Years

after his quitting the Stage, hav-

ing, as 1 before cbferv'd, made
|

himfelf independent of Bufinefi,

by his Care and Oeconomy while

he was in it. In his political

Principles he was, in the Words

of Sir Rickard Steele, a JVkig uf

to the Head and Ears ; and fo

ftridlly was he attached to the

Interefts of the Houfc of Hano-

•ver, that he never let flip anyi

Occafion that prefcnted ttfelf, o(\

demonftrating his Sentiments in|

that Refpeft,—One Inflance a-

mong others is well known,!

which is, that the Year after

King George I. came to thel

Throne, this Performer gave al

Waterman's Coat and Silverl

ever.
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t oaf and Badge, to be rowed for
>« Honour of the Day.-.WhichCeremony is every Ycirperfw!^.

Claimants fetting out on a ««n,?
g'venatthatrLoftL^S^
when the Current is ftmneeftr
g-Jthe„,.a„dn>winXmh;

As a Writer, IVfr. Z).P5p-rt has

oy, Which has not been oerfni-me- it's original Form,^;or;t
"y ^«ars, entitled, * ^
The Co;Wry /^>^^. C.
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eariieft be7oo«r rhi
"°' *' ^^^^

= Play which bVu-Z'^' ^"**
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rtMe witK Rrfpeft to the Lan-
guage, and fo far fuperior to any

of the other Specimens he has.

given OS of his Writing, that,

Botwithflanding the Abui'e he has

dar'd to vent again ft Mr. Fl—t-

nv—d for not accepting it, I can

fcarccly believe it to have been

bis own.—It is called

The S A.L o p I AN Squire. Dra-
matic Tale.

Drake, V)t. James, —This
Gentleman was born at Cambridge

in 1667. He was educated at

Gonville and Coiui College, Cam-
bridgey where he took hi; De-
grees in Phyfic.—He became af-

terwards a Fellow of the College

of PhylTcians, and attained to

conHdcrable Eminence in that

Piofeflion.—He wrot2 one dra-

matic Piece, entitled,

1 he Sham Lato'/r-, C,
Dr A V T o N , Mr. Michael.

This Gentleman, who was a Poet
of great Renown in the Reigns
of Queen Eiizaheth, James I. and
Cbarles I. was of a very ancient

Family, originally defcended from
the Town of Drayton in Leicef-

terjhire ; but his Patents remov-
ing into JVarwickJbire, he was
born at a little Village, called

Harful, in that County, in 1563.
Whilft he was extremely young,
he jave fuch Pre >'". of a growing
Cerius, as render'd him a Fa-
vorite with bis Tutors, and pro-

cnr'd him the Patronage of fome
Perfons of Diftindlion j. for from
his own Words we may gather,

that even at ten Years of Age he
had madet a confiderable Profi-

ciency in the Latia Tongue, and
was Page to fome Perfon of Qua-
lity.—Sir j^fton Coakain mentions

his having been for fome Time a
Student at Oxford^ tho' it is moft
probable that he ccmpleated his

Studies at the other Univerfity.

«—Iiis Propenfity to Poetry was

DR
extremely ftrong, even from his

Infancy, and we find the moA of

his principal Poems publilhed,

and himfelf highly diftinguiflied

as a Poet, by the Time he was

about thirty Years of Age. — It

appears, from his Poem o(Mefet'$

Birth and MiraeleSy that he was a

Spedator at Dover of the famous
Spanijb Armada, and it is not

improbable, that he was enga;^eil

in fome military Employrent
there.—It is certain, that nor on-

ly for his Merit as a Writer, but

his valuable QuaMies as a Man,
he was held in high Eftimation,

and flrongly patronized by feveral

Perfonages of Confequcnce
\ pap-

ticularly by Sir llenr^ Gnodere, Sir

Walter u^on^ and the Countefs of

Bedfordy to the firft of whom he

owns himfelf indebted foi great

Part of his Education, and by the

fecond he was for many Yea»
fupported.

At the Coronation of King

James I. Sir Walter jSfton fixtd

on Mr. Drayton as one of the

'Squires to r.ttend him at his

Creation of Knight of the Bady
and it has been alledged that,

during King Jameses Miniftr^i,

our Poet was inftramental in i.

Correfpondence carried on betweca

thn' r'rirce and QueeaE/ixa^eth.
—-'£ «/ . s . 'f^ . i cion, howevg/, wantf

r .i.-'i-T,. I. . and the . . -er, as

v.c, Cuij, rh«;v, tho' Drayton did

unqueftionably ftoop to grofs Fiat*

tery to that Monarch, in fom;

Poems written on his Acceflion,j

yet he met with no PrefermenI

from him, and even his Poeiri

themfelyes met. with a very c(

and unfavourable Reception <

His Poems are v£ry numerousj

and fo elegant, that, his M«nne[

has been copied by many modei

Writers of Eminence fince.-

Among thefe the nr.oft celebratf

one is the Po/j-OIiiien, which
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^ie wrote a Pn^,^ '"<^,l^niver/Jty,

Lord AW>^^r"^,°V^e Death of

^eansa7Sge^;,tr'^"^

which he after/!!'''"^ Pow

l-^
not much e^'^'S'" ''!?
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VearsofAge,
andhenter ^^

^uch .ndifferent Succef^ ^k V^not Necefflfu
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«n his Coronationr—In 1662, he
iddrefTed a Poem to tiie Lord
Chancellor Hyde^ prefented on
Neu)-Tear''i Day j and in the

fame Year a Satire on the Dutch.

—In 166S appeared his Annut
Mirabilii, which was an hiftorical

Poem in Celebration of the Duke
of Tw/r's Viflory over the Dutch.

—Thcfe Pieces at length obtain-

ed him the Favour of theCrown^
and Sir fVilltam D''Avenant dying

the fame Year, Mr, Dryden was
appointed to fucceed him as Poet-

Laureat.—About this Time alfo

his Inclination for writing for the

Stage feems dt^ to have (hewn

itfelf, for, befides his Concern

with Sir fVilliam D'A-venant in

the Alteration of Shuktfp'ure'i

Temprfl, which was the laft Work
that Gentleman was engaged in,

Mr. Dr)dcn in .09 produced

his lyUd Gallants, a Comedy.—
This, as 1 have before oblerved,

met with very indift'eientSuccefs

;

yet the Author, not being dif-

couraged by it's Failure, foon af-

ter gave the Public his Indian

Ewffror, whith finding a more

favourable Reception, encouraged

him to proceed, and that with

fuch Rapidity that, in the Key
to the Duke of Buckingham's Re-

learfal, he is recorded to have

engaged himfelf by Contract for

the writing of four Plays per

Year j and indeed, in the Years

1679 and 1680, he appears to have

fulfilled that Contraft.—To this

unhappy Neceflity that our Au-
thor lay under, are to be attri-

buted all thofe Irrejiularities,

thole bombaftic Flights, and feme

times even pueiile Exuberances,

which he has been (o faverely

criticized on for, and which, in

the unavoidable Hurry in which

he wrote, it was impoHible he

Aould find TimoLtorevifci either

DR
for the lopping away or correft-

ing.—^l^his alfo is furely a fuffi-

cient Excufe for his borrowing

many Things both with Regard
to his general Plots, and the

particular Incidents of fome of
his Plays, from other Authors,

and indeed, it is much lefs to be

wonder'd, that under all thefe Dif-

advantages he was obliged to ap-

ply to thofe Refources which his

Enemies have affixed the Charge

of Plagiarifm on him for, than

thit he Hiould produce fo many
admirable Originals as in Defpite

of them all he has done ; for

even at the very Period I have

mcnt'oned, we find two of the

bcfl- Plays 01 r Language has been

honour'd with, viz. The Spa-

nifb Fryar and Ail for Love, in

the Number of thofe Publica-

tions.

In 1675, the Earl of Rochefter,

whofe envious and malevolent

Difpofition would not permit him
to fee growing Merit meet with

it's due Reward, and was there-

fore finrerely chagrin'd at the

very juft Applaufe which Mr.
Drydtn% dramatic Pieces had been

received with, was determined,

if poflible, to fhake his Intereft

at Court, and fuccceded (o far as

to recommend Mr. Crowne, an

Author by no Means of equal Me-
rit, and at ^h.^f Time of an ob«

fcure Reputation, to write a

Mafq'JC for the Court, which ctr-

tainly belonged to Mr. Dtydcn'i

Office as Poet Laureat.——Nor

was this the only Attack, ntr

indeed the moft potcnf one, thit

Mr. Dryi/fM'sjui^ly acquired Fame
drew on him,forfome Years before

the Duke of Bucking/jam, a Man
of not mach better a Charafter

than Lord Rochefler, had moft fe«

verely ridiculed feveral of our Au-

thor's Plays, in hit adooh-ed Pirc*

H
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called the Rebearfah—Bat though

the intrinfic Wit which runs

through that Performance cannot

even to this Hour fail oF exciting

our Laughier, yet ai the fame

Time it ought not to be the

Standard on whioh we Hiould fix

Mr Dr_y^f«'s poetical Reputation,

if we confidir that the Pieces

there ridiculed arc not any of thofe

which are lonk'd on as the Clef
D'OiU^'rei of this Uithor, that

the very PafTagcs burlcfquedi arc

frequently, in their original

Places, much lefs ridiculou?, than

when thus detached, like a rotten

Limb, from the Body of the

Work, and cxpofed to View with

additional DiOortions, and diveft-

- ed of that Conne£lion with the

other Parts, which, while it pre-

ferved, gave it not orly Synr>me-

try but Beauty ; and laftly, that

the various inimitable Beauties,

which the Critic ha» (unk in Ob-
livion, are infinitely more nu-

merous than the Deformities

which he has thus induOrioufly

brought forth to our more imme-
diate Infpcdlion.

Mr. Dryden, however, did not

fuft'er theie Attacks to pafs with
Impunity, for in 1679 there came
out an Fj/ay oh Satire, taid to be

written jointly by that Gentle-

man and the Earl of Afu/^rave,

containing fome very fevcre Re-
flexions on the F»rl of Rocbffiir

and the Dutchefs of Port/tMcutb,

who, it is not improbable, might
be a joint Inftvument in the

above-mentioned Affront (hewn
to Mr. DryuUn, and in 1681 he
publi/hed his ^4l>lahm and AcH-
t'Phd, in which the wcll-kn-wn
Chara£>er of Zimriy drawn for

the Duke of Buckingham, is cer-

tainly fcvere enough to repay all

the Ridicule thrown on him by
that Nobleman in the Chaiartcr
»f ^«y'«. —— The Refcntniciit

D R ^

fhewn by the diFerent Peers wsi
very d fferent j Lord Ricbjitry

who was a Coward as well a"s a

Man of the moft depraved Mo-
rals, bafely hire I three Rutti.ins

to cu.Igcl Pryd'^n in a Cotfce-

houfe } but the Duke of BucHng-

bam, as we are told, in a iporc

open M nior, took thnt Tafk

on lii;-.i'tlf, anJ at the fame Time
prM" n I'd aim with a Purfc corr-

taining no very trifling Sum of

Money, telling t im that he gave

him the Beating as a Punifhment

for his L-npuience, but beftovved

the Gold on him as a Reward for

his W.t.
In 1680 waspubiifhed aTranf-

lation of OvicTi Epifllet in Er.gUJh

Verfe, by fe%eral Hands, two of

which, together with the Preface,

were by Mr. Drydtn.—In 1682,

came out his Religio Laid, de-

figned as a Defence of revealed

Religion, againft Deifts, Pap fts,

&c. and in 1684, he publifhed a

TranOation of M. M^iimbourg's

Hiftory of the League, which he

had undertaken by the Command
of King Cbarks II. On the

Death of that Prince he wrote a

Poem f acred to his Memory, en-

titled TbrtnoJia Aigujialis.

Soon after the Acccflion of

K'ng Jama II. our Author

changed his Religion for that of

the Church of Rome, and wrote

two Pieces in Vindication of the

i?fi«//b Tenets, viz, A Defence of

the Papers, writtt-n by the late

King, of blcfTid Memory, found

in his ftrong Box, and the cele-

brated Poer^>, afterwards anfwer-

ed by Lo'j hallifdX, entitled the

Hind aiu the Panther,—Uy this

extraordinary Step he not only

engaged himfclf in Controverfy,

and incu! rod much Cenfnre an-1

Ridicule from his Cotemporary

Wits, but, on the Completion of

the Revolution, being, on Account

of

\l\ [
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of his newly -chofen ReUg!on>
riifqualified from bearing any Of-

fice under the Government, he
\was ftripped of the Laurel> which
to fais ftill greater Mortification

was beftowed on Richard Flecknoef

a Man to whom he had a moft

fettled Averlion.—This Circum
ftance occafioned his writing the

very fevere Poem, called Mac
Flecknoe,

Mr. Dryden'i Circumftances

had never been affluent, but now
being deprived of tins little Sup-

port, he found himfelf reduced

to the NecelTity of writing for

mccr Bread.—We confequent.y

find him from this Period en-

gaged in Works of Labour as well

as Cenius, vix, in tranflntiog

Works ri others ; and to this

Neicfijty pet haps our Nation
fianus indebted for fome of the

beft Tranflatons extant —In »he

Year he loft ti.e Laurel he pub-

lifted the Life rt Sr. ; raticii Xa-
vier, from the/rirmA.—In 1693,
came out a Tranflatinn oi Jwvenal
and Perjius, in the firft ot which
he had a considerable Hand, and
of the latter the entire Execu-
tion.—- In 1695 w.^s pii^li1»exl his

Profe Veifion of Frejnofi Art c(
Painting, an.' tic Year i6f)7

gave the World that Tranflation

of yirgil'% Works entire, which
iHll does, and perhaps ever will,

iland foremoft among the At-
tempts mode on that Author.

—

The Petite Piecn of this eminent
Writer, fuch as Prologues, Epi-
logues, Epitaphs, Eirgirs, Songf,

6ff. are too numerous to fpecify

here, and too much difperled to

dircft the Reader to.—Thcgieat-
eft Part of them however are to

be found in a Collection of Mif-
cellanies, -n fix Vol. ifwo.
His laft Work is what is called

his Fakia, which confift of many
of the moft intcrcAtng Storie< in

D R
Homer, OviJ, Boccaee and Chau-

cer, trandated or modernized in

the mod elegant and poetical

Manner, together with fome ori«

ginal Pieces, among which is that

amazing Ode on St,Carciiia''s Day,

which, tho' written in the very

Deiline of it's Author s Life, and

at a Period when Old Age and

Diftrefs confpired as it wi're to

d?mp his poetic Ardor and clip

the Wings of Fancy, yet pofTeiTes

fo much of both, as would be

fufficient to have rendcr'd him
immortal, bad he never written

a fingle Line befides.

Dryden married the Lady Eli-

xabitb Howard, Si&et to the Earl

of Berk/hire, who furvived him
eight Yea^ s, though for the laft

four of them (he was a Lunatic,

having been deprived of her Senfes

by a nervous Fever. - By this

Lady he had three Sons, who all

furvived him.——Their Names
yvere Ci>ar/t:s, jfokn and Henry.—

Of the laft of thele I can tiace

no Particulars.—The feci^nu foms

little Account will be given of in

the iucceeding Article, and with

Refpe£l to the elJf ft there is a

^ Circumftance related by Chadi

f^iifon, Efq; n his Life of Con-

^rfve, vhicii feems fo well at-

teftcd, and is itfclfof fo very ex-

traordinary a Nature, that I can-

not avoid admitting it to a Place

here.—The Event is as follows,

Dryden, with all his Under-

Oanding, was weak enough to be

fond of Judicial Aftrology, ar<J

ufid to calculate the Nativity of

his Children.—When his Latiy

W.18 in Labour with his Son

Char/et, he beifig told it w.!-: de-

cent to withdraw, laid his Watch

on the Table, begging one of thf
i

Ladies then prefent, in a moil

folemn Manner, to take cntU

Notice of the very Minute the

Child was born, which (he HI
mi^ anil
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CJbarles fell from the Top of an

old Tower belonging to the Va-
tican at Rome, occafioned by a

Swimming in his Head, with

vhich he was feized, the Heat

of the Day being exccflive.—He
again recovered, but was ever af-

ter in a languifliing fickly State.

In the thirty -third Year of his

Age, being returned to England^

he was unhappily drowned at

Wind/or.— He had with another

Gentleman fwam twice over the

^Thames j but returning a third

Time, it was fuppofcd he was

taken with the Cramp, bccaufe

he called out for Help, tho' too

late.—Thus the Father's Calcu-

lation proved but too prophetical.

At laft, after a long Life,

harrafs'd with the moft laborious

of all Fatigues, vix. that of the

Mind, and continually made
anxious by Diftrcfs and Difficulty,

our Author departed this Life on

the firft of May 1701, and was
iRterred in Wefimirflcr-Ahbey.-^

On the 19th oi April h't had been

.very bad with the Gout and Eri-

Hpelas in one leg j but he was
then fomewhat recovered, and

dedgned to go abroad ; on the

Friday following he eat a Par-

tridge for his Supper, and going

to take a Turn in the little Gar-
den bi'hind his Houle in Gerard-

Strict, he \sas fei*cd with a vi-

olent Pain under the Ball of the

great Toe of his right Foot j that,

unable to (land, he cried out for

Help, and was carried in by his

Servants, when, upon fending for

Surgeon'-, they found a fmall

black Spot in the Place afTcflcd
;

he fubmittcd to theii prefent Ap-
plications, and when gone called

his Son Charles to h m, ufing

thcfe Words. — "I know this

" black Spot is a Mortification t

" I know alfo, that i: wiU feze
*' Ojr Head, and tha( they will

D R
*' attempt to cut off my Leg

}

" but 1 command you my Son,
« by your filial Duty, that you
" do nSt fufFer me to be difmem-
«< bered ;" As he foretold, the

Bvent proved, and his Son was
too dutiful to difobey his Fa-
ther's Commands.
On the Wednefday Morning

following, he breathed his lait,

under the moik e (cruciating Pains,

in the 69th Year of his Age.
The Day after Mr. Dryden\

Death, the Dean of Wefiminjler

fent Word to Mr. Drydcns Wi-
dow, that he would make a Pre-

fent of the Ground, and all other

Abbey- Fees for the Funeral t^-

The Lord Halifax likewife fent

to the Lady Elizabeth, and to

Mr. Charles Dryden, offering to

defray the Expences of our Poet's

Funeral, and afterwards to be-

ftow 500 1. on a Monument in

the Abbey j w hich generous Of-

fer was accepted.—Accordingly,
on Sunday following, the Com-
pany being affembicd, the Corpfe

was put into a Velvet Hcaifc,

attended by eighteen mourning

Coaches.—When they were juft

ready to move. Lord Jefferytf Son

of Lord Chancellor Jtffrcys, a

Name dedicated to Infamy, with

f)me of his rakiHi Companions
riding by, afked whofc Funeral it

was ; and being told it was Mr.

Dryden i, he piotefted he fliould

not be buried in that private

Manner, that he would himfclf,

with the Lady ElixaLetb'i Leave,

have the Honour of the Inter-

ment, and would beftow a thou-

fand Pounds on a Monument in

the Abbey for him.—This put a

Stop to their Procedion j and the

Lord Jcfferyi, with feveral of the

Gentlemen, who h;>d alighted

from their Coaches, went up

Stairs to the Lady, who wai fick

in Bcdt—-Hit Lordibip repeated

'-m the

K that Jic
*''= Matter, „n

"'ore aboi
ifreupon appj;

Wax, and
¥''•, who

J.

/"this Dii
.'<'^'ad been
"":^fe Friend,

"^'cColJcge

"fo'^cd a Sul

^ Mr. Z)

P Pronoum
r'°n over tj
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tbe Purport of what he had faid

below; but the Lady Elixabetb

refufing her Confent, he feU on

his Knees, vowing never to rife

till his Requeft was granted.

—

The Lady under a fudden Surprife

fainted away, and Lord Jefferyi

pretending to have obtained her

Confent, ordered the Body to be

carried to Mr. RuJfeV^ an Under-

talcer in Chtapfide, and to be left

there till further Orders.—In the

mean Time the Abbey was lighted

up, the Ground opened , the

Choir attending, and the Bidiop

vaiting fome Hours to no Pur-

pole for the Corpfe.—The next

Day Mr. Charles Dryden waited on

my Lord Halifax, and the Bifliop

;

ind endeavoured to excufe his

Mother, by relating the Truth.

Three Days after the Undertaicer

having received no Orders, waited

on the Lord y^^ffcryi ; who pre-

tended it was a drunken Frolic,

tlut he rctnembercd nothing of

the Matter, and he might do

what he pleafed with the Body.

Upon this, the Undertaker wait-

ed on the Lady Elizabeth, who
jallred a Day's Rcfpitc, which
h as granted.—Mr. Clarht Diydm
iniTiedlately wrote to the Lord
Jijfirys, who returned for An-
[wit, that he knew nothing of
|he Matter, Rnd would be troubled

1)1 more about it.—Mr. Dryden
hereupon applied again to the Lord
Halifax, and the Eifhop of Ro-
p/cf, who abfolutely refufed to

|oany Thing in the Affair.

In this Diflrcfs, Dr. Garth,
ihohad been Mr. Dr,din''s in-

imnte Friend, fcntforthc Corpfe
)thc College of Phyfici.ins, and

'

rofofcd a Subfcription ; which
receding, about three Wicks
ftfr Mr. Dryden s Deccafe, Dr.
hrtb pronounced a fine Latin

huoti over the Body, whith
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was conveyed from the College,

attended by a numerous Train of
Coaches to lyrjiminjier-Abbey, but
in very great Diforder.—At laft

the Corpfe arrived at the Abby,
which was all unlighted.——No
Organ played, no Anthem fung

;

only two of the finging Boys prc-

ceeding the Corpfe, who fung aa
Ode of Horace, with each a fmal!

Candle in their Hand —When
the Funeral was over, Mr. Clar/ct

Dryden fent a Challenge to Lerd

Jefferyi, who rcfufmg to anlwer
ir. he fent feveral others, and
went often bimfelfj but could

neither get a Letter delivered, nor
Admittance to fpeak to him

j

which fo incfnfcd him, that find-

ing his Lordfljip refufed to anfvver

him like a Gentleman, heiefolv-

ed to watch an Opportunity, and
brave him to fight, though with
all the Rules of Honour ; which
his Lordihip hearing, quitted the

Town, and Mr. Charla never had
an Opportunity to meet him, tho*

he fought it to his Death, with
the utmoft Application.

Mr. Dryden had no Monument
c'.efled to him for feveral Years

j

to which Mr. Fcpt alludes in his

Epitaph intended for Mr. Rcwt,
in this Line.

Etrxath a rude and r:av:e!efs Stone

Le lus»

In a Note upon which we arc

informrd, that the Tomb of Mr.
Dryden was crcded upon this

Hint, by.S/,^V/</Diikc d B'-ick-

tK^iam, to wliich was originally

intended this Epitaph.

Thii Shemdd raiftd.—Tbc facnd
Dvft below,

ffas Dryden cnce ; tb*; rtji tib»

dfiS KCt kwiv, '

m^^
iv
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Which was fsnce changed Into

the plain Infcription now upon

it, vi».

J.
D R Y D E N,

Natus Aug. 9, 163 1.

Moms Mali 1. 1 70 1.

yobannes Sheffield, dux Buckingha-

mierjis fecit,

Mr. Dryden^s Charafler has

been very differently drawn by

difterent Hands, fome of which

have exalted it to the higheft De-

gree of Commendation, and o-

thers debafed it to the fevereft

Cenfure,—The latter, however,

we muft charge to that ftrong

Spirit of Party which prevailed

during great Part of Drydett^s

Time , and ought therefore

to be taken with great Allow-

ances.—Were we indeed to form

a Judgment of the Author from

fome of his dramatic Writings,

we (hould perhaps be apt to con-

clude him a Man of the moft li-

cent'ous Morals, many of his

Comedies containing a great Share

of Lool'cncfs, even extending to

Obfcenity ; but if we confider

that, as the Poet tells us,

Tlofe li'f^o live to pleafe, tnujlpkafe

to livct

if we then look back to the fcnn-

dalous Licence of the Ape he

lived in, the Indigence which at

Times !ic underwent, and the Ne-
ceflity he confequcntly lay under

of complying with the public

Tafte hov\ ever dcpiav'd, we 0ir.il

furely not refufe our FarJon to

the compelled Writer, nor our

Credit to thole of his Cotcmpora-

rici who were intimately ac-

iiaintcd with him, and who have

afTi'.r'd u? there was n0|Aiing rc-

markahfy vicious in his pcrfonal

Charader.

^ R
From fome Parts of his Hiftory

he appears unfleady, and to have
too readily temporized with the

feveral Revolutions in Church and
State.—This however might in

fome Meafure have been owirj
to that natural Timidity and Dif.

fidence in his Difpofition, which
almofl all the Writers feem to

agree in hispofleffing.

—

Corgrtvc,

whofe Authority cannot be fuf-

pefted, has givcii us fuch an Ac
count of him, as makes him ip.

pear no lefs amiable in his pri-

vate Charafler as a Man, than

he was illuftrious in his public

one as a Poet. In the former

Light, according to that Gentle-

man, he was humane, compaf-

fionatc, forgiving, and fincerely

friendly.—Of an extenfive Rea-

ding, a tenacious Memory, anJI

a ready Communication.—Gentle

in the Corrcdion of the Writings

of others, and patient under th;

Reprchenfion of his own Deli-

ciencies.—Eafy of Acccfs him-j

felf, but flow and diffident in hiil

Advances to others} and of alll

Men the moft modcft and the

moft cafy to be difcountenancejj

in his Approaches, either to hiil

Superiors or his Equals.—As tol

his Writings, he is perhaps tliJ

happieft in the Harmony of tiij

Niimbcjs, of any Poet who evei

lived either before or fince hiJ

Time, not even Mr. Pcpe hiaij

felf excepted.—His Imaginatci

is ever warm, his Images noHeJ

his Defcriptions beautiful, and hiJ

Sentiments juft and becoming.-

In his Profe he is poetical witli|

out Bombaft, concifc without Fej

dantry, and clear without Prof

lixity.—As a Dramatift he bJl

perhaps, the leaft Merit of all hi

Writings ; and indeed the f«l

Confeftion which he has noadei

his Unfitnefs for the writing!

Curocdy, (and his comic Vm

it

.mii
.«.
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It'li that have been the moft

fevcrcly handled by the Critics)

would, one might imagine^ have

been fufEcient to filence the Cla-

mour of that fnarling Band.—

—

The Paflage is in his admirable

Eflay on Dramatic Poetry.—" I

« want, (fays he) that Gaiety of
«< Humour that is required in it.

« —My Converfation is flow and
" dull, my Humour faturnine
'• and referved.—In (hort, I am
" none of thofe who endeavour
« to break Jefts in Company, and
« make Repartees j fo that thofe
•' who decry my Comedies, do
" me no Injury, except it be in

<« Point of Profit.—Reputation
" in them is the laft Thing to

«• which I /hall pretend."

In Tragedy alfo he fecms to

have been very diffident of his

own Merit, and confcious of the

Difadvantages he lay under from

his compelled Ncceflity of ren-

dering his Pieces popular } and

tho' there are many of them
which are truly excellent, yet he
tells us that he never wrote any
Thing in the dramatic Way to

pleafe himfelf but his jill for
Love,- --I (hall, however, clofe

my Account of this celebrated

Author with the Words of Mr.
Congreve, who has borne the fol-

lowiug firong Teftimonial to his

poetical Merit.
" I may venture (fays that

Gentleman) to fay in general

Terms, that no Man has wiittcn
in our Langu.igc, fo much, and
fuch various Matter ; and in fo

Tarious Manners fo well.—Ano-
ther Thing, I may fay, was very

jcculiar to him, which is, that
his Parts did not decline with his

Years, but that he was an im-
proved Writer to the laft, even
to near feventy Years of Age

j

improving cvrn in Fire and Ima-
lination as w ell a^ in Judgment j

«

r) R
witnefs his Ode on St. Cdtcifid'i

Day, and his Fables, his lateft

Performance.—He was equally

excellent in Verfe and Profe.

—

His Profe had all the Clearnefa

imaginable, without deviating to

the Language or Diftion of Po-
etry.—In his Poems, hisDiftion
is, whenever his SubjeXk requires

it, fo fublime, and fo truly poe-

tical, that it's EfTence, like that

of pure Gold, cannot be dcftroy-

ed.—Take his Verfes, and divelt

them of their Rhimcs, disjoint

them of their Numbers, tranf-

poie their Expreflions, make
what Arrangement or Difpofition

you pleaftf in his Words
;
yet Aiall

there eternally be Poetry, and
fomething which will be found

incapable of being reduced toab*

foloto Profe.—What he has done

in any one Species or diftinft Kind
of Wiiiing, would have been fufS-

cient to have acquired him a ve-

ry great Name.—If he had writ.

ten nothing but his Prefaces,

nothing but his Songs and his

Prologues, each of them would
have entitled him to the Pie-

fetencc and Diftin£lion ef ex-

celling in it's Kind.

Befid<ff his other numerous
Writings, he was Author of, and

concerned in, the following dra*

matic Pieces, vix,

I, Albion <7R(/ Albakius.
Oratorio.

a. Alexander*! Ft'fl/?. Ora-
torio.

AUpr Lcve, T.
a.mboyna. t.
Amphvtrion. C.

6. jijjtgnation. C.

7. iVuRENCE-ZKBt. 1^
8. Cleominks. T.
9. Coa^ue/l of Ghak ADA, T*

two Part?,

10. {^on Sebastian. T.
J I. DAeofCviit. T. (alfift-

id Hy Lee,J
[ L 2 J la. Evt-

3-

4-

5*

iil
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Evining'i Love. C.

Indian Einpcror» T. C.

AT/w^/ Keeper t C.

AT/'/j^ Arthur. Dram,
Opera.

16. 7,01'^ triumphant. T. C.

Ai'a//. C. (afcribed to

him, but not probable to

\i\ his.)

iS. AUrrijge a-!a-Mode. C.

MtJIaken Hufhand,. C. (only

adopted by him and im-
proved by the Addition of

a Scene.)

Oedipus King of

Thebes. T. (affiftcd by

N. Lee.)

Rival Ladies. C.

Secret Love. T. C.

Sir Martin Mark-
ALL. C.

Spanish Fryar. T. C.

State of Innocence. Opera.

26. I'empeji. C. (alter'd from

Shjkefpearet with the Af-

fiilajice of Sir JVilliam

D'Avenant.)
Troilu; aff^CRSSsiDA.
Trag.

a8. Tyrannic Love* T,
29. WiU Gallant. C.

Dryden, Mr. J^tn, jun.—
This Gentleman was fccoud Son

to the great Poet iaft-mentjoflcd.

—He went early to Botnet where
he was cntcrtain'd by the Pope

&G one of the Gentlemen of his

Bed -Chamber, and at which
Place be died ; but I cannot trace

in what Year that Event hap-

jcned.—While he was abroad he

wrote one Plav, w^iich he fent

oVFr to his Fathc, vho at length

brought it on the Stage, though

not^till feme Years after it was

wr' "ii.—It is entitled,

'I'he Bufvaiid bis oivn Cucko'd,

Com.
DuFFET, Mr. 'Hfow^gllc.This

Author was a Milliner in the

/.Vtw Exihangr, but his Genius

ay.

D U
leading him to dramatic Poetrvk

he wrote fevcral Pieces for the

Stage, which at firft met with
good Succefs, but afterwards funk
into Contempt and Oblivion.—
And indeed, the favourable Re-
ception they found at their firft

Appearance fecms not to have

been fo much owing to the Ge-
nius of their Author, which was

but of a very moderate Rank,
as to that Fordnefs of Abufe

and Scurrility which h?? been al-

moft at all Times prevalent with

the Public
J
and Mr. Duffet flood

more indebted to the great Names
of thofe Authors whofe Works
he attempted to burlefque and ri-

dicule, viz. Dryden f Stadwdl
and Settle, than to any Merit of

his own.——Traveftie and Bur-

lefque will ever create a Laugh

;

but, however intended, can ne-

ver do any eflcntial Hurt to Per-

formances of real Worth } noi

could the Mock Tetnpeji, Pfycbt

or Emprcfs cf Morocco lefTen, in

the Opinion of the judicious, the

Value of the Originals on which

they are founded.——And altho'

now and then a great Genius and

a true Fund of Humour nay

ftamp Immortality on a Burlefque,

as in tile Cafe of Scarran's Vir^l

travefiet and Cotton's Scarronida,

yet, where a Deficiency of thole

brilliant Qualities is apparent, and

a Vein of Scurrility and perfonal

Ill-Nature indulged, as in the

above nam'd Works of Mr. Duf-

fet, tho' they may for a fiiort Pe-

riod draw in the Public to join

in the Laugh tvit/j them, yet it

will cotiftantly be fcund, in a

little Time, to exchange it fofj

laughing at them, and at length

to conJpojn them to a perpetual

Obl'curity and Contempt.
The Pieces Mr. Duffet has lefl

behind \vm, the beft of wliii'

were ihcfc which m«t with tl-i
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fV'Orft Succefs, are Cix in Num-
ber, w«.

I, Amorous old JVoman, C.

Beauty's Triumpk. Mafque.

Ewfrefs of Morocco. F.

Mock rempeft. F.

Psyche Debauch'd. Mock
Opera.

6. Spatiijh Rogue, C.

Among thefe, however, the firft

is every where mentioned as by

an unknown Author, excepting

by Langbainey who attributes it

to this Writer.

DuNcoMBK, Mr. William.—
This very ingenious and worthy
Gentleman is ftill living, and has

favour'd the World with many
little Pieces of Eftimation in the

poetical Way.—He has alfo pub-

li/hed very good Trandations of

two celebrated French Tragedies,

the one of Racine, the other of

Voltaire, the firft of which, how-
ever, was never aderi, or, I be-

lieve, intended for the Stage,

viz.

Athaliah. Trag.

Lucius Junius Brutus,
Trag.

D'U R K E Y , Mr. Thomas. •

Altho' this Author's Name is

perhaps as well known as that of
any Writer extant, yet there are

very few Particulars that can be

traced concerping him, more than
that he was born in Devnnpire

j

but of what Family, or in what
Year, feems uncertain.—He was
originally bred to the Law, but

ibon finding that ProfeiTion too

faturnine for his volatile and
lively Genius, he quitted it,' to

become a Devotee of the Mufcs
;

in which he met with no fmall

Succefs.— His dramatic Pieces,

which are very numerous, were
in general well received

;
yet,

,

tlio' he has not been dead above
Umty Years, there is not one of
them now on the Muftcr lloll of

D tf

aftlng Plays j that Licentroufnefii

of Intrigue, Loofcnefs of Senti-

ment, and Indelicacy of Wit,
which were their ftrongeft Re-
commendations to the Audiences
for whom they were written,

having very juftly baniflied them
from the Stage in this Period of
purer Tafte.—Yet are thty very
far from being totally devoid of
Mcr^t.—The Plots arc in general
bufy, intricate and entertaining

j

the Characters not ill drawn, ai-

tho' rather too farcical, and the
Language, ifnotperfeftly corrcd>,

yet eafy and well adapted for the
Dialogue of Comedy.—But what
Mr. D'Urfcy obtained his greatcft

Reputation by, was a peculiarly

happy Knack he pofiefTcd in the
writing of Satires and irregul.ir

Odes.—Many of thefc were upon
temporary Occafions, and were of
no little Service to the Partv in
whofe Caufe he wrote j which,
together with his natural Viva-
city and Good-Humour, obtaintj
him the Favour of great Numbers
of Perfons of all Ranks and Con-
ditions, Moiiartho themfclves npc
excluded.—He was ftrongly at-

tached to the Tory Interefl, and
in the latter Part of Queen Arinc'n

Reign had frequently the Honour
of diverting that Princefs with
witty Catches and Songs of Hu-
mour, fuitcJ to the Spirit of the
Times, written by himfelf, and
which he Tung in a lively and
entertaining Manner. And
the Author of the Gujrdim,
who in No. 67 has given a very

humorous Account of Mr. D'Ur-

fty, with a Viev.- to recommend
him to the public Notice for a

Benefit Play, tells us, that he rc-

member'd King Ctai-hs II, lean-

ing on Tom D'[j."fty''s Shoiud'-r

mora^Hian once, and humming
over a Son^ with hisn.

[1^3 J 11:

i
. !

, ^:
i

1

i'i

111 f j 1
1^H if

k' H
II ^

»
Ih U 1



!(!!

•

if

^

t>v # nv
Me was certainly a very divert- advanced in Life, Jbis firft Play,

ing Companion, and a chearful, which could fcarcely have beea
honeft, good natur'd Man , fo

that he was the Delight of the

moft polite Companies and Con-
verfations from the Beginning of

Char/es II's to the latter Part of

King George I's Reign, and ma-
ny an honeft Gentleman got a

Reputation in his Country by
pretending to have been in Corn-

written before he was twenty
Years of Age, having made it's

A^jpearance forty leven Years be-

fore. He was buried in the

Church - Yard of St. James's,

Weflminfter.

Thofe who have a Curiofity to

fee his Ballads, 5onnet«, &c,
may find a large Number of them

puny wiih T'cw D^Urfey.—Yet, brought together in a CoUedion
fo univerfai a Favorite as he was, in three Volumes in Duodecimo,
it is apparent, that towards the

latter Part of his Life he ftood in

Need of Afiiftance to pre'ent his

paffing the Remainder of it in a

Cage like a finging Bird, for, to

fpeak in his own Words, as re-

peated by the above-named Au-
thor, ** after having written mere
** Odes than Horace, and about
*' four Times as many Comedies

as Tererce, he found himftlf
reduced to great Difficulties by
the Importunities of a Set of
Men, who of late Years had
furniiled him with the Ac-
commodations of Life, and
would not, as we fay, be paid

w-th a Song."—Mr. AMfon
then informs uj, that in order to

extiica^ehim from thefe Lifficul-

ties, he himfelf immediately ap-
plied to the DIreftors of the Play-
houfe, who very generoufly agreed
to a£t the Plotting Sifters, a Play
of Mr. D'Urfcy\, for the Benefit
of it's Author.—What the Re-
fult of this Benefit was dees not
appear, but it was probably fuffi-

cicnt to make him eafy, as we
f.nd him living and continuing
to write with the fame Humour
and Liveiincfs to the Time of his
Denth, which happened on the
26th of Feb. ijir^.—What was
ills Age at this Time is not cer-
tainly fpecifted any whe<|[^ but

2.

3-

4-

5-
f

intitled Laugh and be fat, or Piljt

t) purge MttancJjoly, of which tin

Guardian, in No. 25, fpeaks ia

very favorable Terms.—The Ti-

tles of his (irankatic Pieces may

be found in th'j enfuing Lift.

I, Ariadne. Part. Opera,

Fid. Vol. I. Appjndix,
Banditti. C.

Bath. C.

BussY D'Ambois. T.
Campaigners. C.

C mmonioeahb of Women,
Trag.-Com,

7. CVNTHIA «»</ EnDYMI-
OK. Opera.

8. Don Qi;ixoT£. Com/ ii)

three Parts.

Fend Uujband. C.
FocPs Preferment. C.
Foil turnd Critic. C.
Grecian Heroine* T.
h}urd Princefs. T. C.

Intrigue at Vfrsaillzs,
Com.

15. Lovefor Money. C.

16. Madam YicKi.t., C.

17. Marriage hater match''d. C,

Mass A NIELLO. Play, in

two Parts.

Modern Prophets. C.

Old Mode and the Netc. C. 1

S^ueens of Brentford.
|

Ball. Opera.

22. Richmond Heirefs. C.

23. Royaliji. C.
\,i inuft ha»e been confiucrably 24. Siege of Miur his, T.

as. Sk

\

9-

10.

II.

12.

14.

18.

19.

20.

21.
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^^"d it- recorded i/wh^Tktr
"^.^ to'-n, but o.e of his ?;.

^-'
Jatiojis from pi„,, .

^'^*''^-

of the A^h:,"'> ^'^' that

Coliege, having tken'o-'d'^"^
;;:as prefented to he Lf '"^

'^ayiic has produced avthiag

o»Jgin«l, nor any \.\^\^. •

for theatrical ReLc > ?
'"''"'^'^

has, however /, ^''^^^'^'^''t'on, but

following fe:-;he nine

1. -^r/.//^-. c.
2. ^mphytk/on.

c.
3. Andna. C.
4' EpiDicus.' C.
5. Eunuchus. C '

9' Rudcm.

ihis very earlv w;
."'*-'»'•«.^•.*.

'" W.y^"l^i ,^';!«^ -as born

'"'tted a SchoLr 1/^?^' ^" ^d-

1540 5/tt '^^^f'^-^'^,

(,547, being only t':;?;"S, ^f
l^ears of Age hi J^^^y four

Student of £ uL '^^^^-^^^ ^

i>yKlng//, "Vm"' foundation

Year took hTfcu •
'"^ ^^^ fa're

Gentlemen orhe^^^-V^^e
Teacher of Mufir . ^f*^'*

a*^-

Jrenoftheclflj?/^'^^^^^-
f*«s, but on wi^atlt T-'^-f-
^now not, thaTh. h^d^af

'°" '
granted him by that /u

''^"*^«

%erintendthe Chi''""'^'^
Chapei as her\^fe«f the

y of Comedians /or in ''f'-Terms, had a Patent as M °'^'''"

jfaTheatreRoyaJnLfR?'''
^^^ that as it wiJJ J f ^''?"-

!"'' his Works in Po!?"'^'^')*«Wi for which h? ^''y '^o
* ' **"*^^ he was hiph/y

valued
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rnlucd by theft: that knew hiiri,

cfj ccially his Aflbciares in Liti-

Colni-lKPy of which J-'ociety he
>^'as not only a Member, but in

fomc Rcfpcfts an Ornament.
He is almoft one of our firft

dramatic Writerf, having left be-

hind him three Pieces, which
were reprefented on the Stage,

the earlicft of which is dated as

foon as 1563.-^1 heir Titles are,

I, DaXion and Pythy'as.
Com.

a. Pal/f.mon /r«</ Arcyte.
Com. in two Parts.

The firft of thefe was a£l d at

Court and in the Univerftty, and

TS reprinted in the firft Vol. of

Dodjhys Collection of old Plays.

—Of the latter Wood has fur-

nifticd us with the follow-

ing Anecdote, fix,, that being

afted in Chrtji Church Hall,

1566, before Queen Elixabethy

her Majefty wasfo much delight-

ed with it, that fending for the

Author to her, flie was pleafed to

give him many Thanks, with

Promife of Reward for his Pains.

—He alfo tells us, that in the

faid Play was afted a Cry of

Hounds in the Quadrant upon the

Train of a Fox in the hunting of

Tf-efeu! J
with \vh rJi the young

Scholars, who P^< od in the re-

moter Parts of ihe Statue and in

Jhe Windows, were fo much
taken and furprized, fuppofing it

had been real, that they cried

out, there, there—be^i cavght, he's

caugbt.-^AW which the Queen,

merrily beholding, fai<l, Ob ! ex-

cellent ! thofe Beys in 'very Truth

are ready to leap out of the fP'in-

diivt to folloio the Hounds.—He
adds moreover, that at a Sort of

private Rehcarfal of this Piece be-

fore the Queen's Arrival at Ox-

ford, in the Prefe -cc of drtain

Courtier?, it was fo well liked by

them, that they faid it far fur-

pafled Damoh and Pythyas, than
which they thought nothing could
be better j nay, fome even faid,

that if the Author proceeded to

write afjy more Plays before his

Death, ne would certainly run
mad.—1 his however wa«; never
put to the Teft, for the' he be-

gan fome otiicr diamatic Pieces,

he never finiflied any but the
above. Death taking him av'ay,

much lamented by all the inge-

nious Men of his Time, that

very Yor 1566.—He wrote fe-

%'cral Poems, which were pub-
lillied after his Death, together

with thofe of fome other Au-
thors, in aCoUeftion entitled, A
Paradtfe of dainty Devifcs, 1578.
—And when he was in the Ex-
tremity of his laft Sicknefs, he
wrote a Poem on that Occafion,

which was efteemed a good Piece,

entitled, Edivards's Soulknil, or

the Souks Knell.

EtizABETH, Queen.— Our
Readers may perhaps be furprized

to find the Name of this illuftri-

ous Princefs among the Catalogue

of our dramatic Writers, as it ii

well known that there is no

Piece extant as hers.——Yet it

would be an inexcufable Omiflion
in a Work of this Nature, were

we to pafs over imnoticed the In-

formation which Sir Robert Naun-
ton and others have given us, that

this Princefs, forJierOwn privstc

Amufement, tranflated one of the

Tragedies of Euripides from th."

Greek ; tho' which particular Vhy
it was they have none of them
fpecified.—To attempt any Ac-
count of the Events of the J^if*!

and Reign of this illuftrious So-

vereign, befides that it would fjf

o'erleap the Bounds of this Work,
would be an Aft of abfolute Su-

perfluity, as it has been fo well

and amply executed by many Hif-

tofians of great Abilities.—Wf
\ ibali
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ftall only here obfervtf, that the

Circumftance on whici; we have

here had Occafion to mention
her, is one rcftimonial among
many of that Eminence in Learn-

ing which ftie maintained, and

that flie not only was pcrfcil

Miftiefs of mcft of the living

Languages, hut was alfo equally

well acquainted with the dead

ones, and converfant with the

Labours of the Ingenious in Ages
far remote.

EsTcouRT, Mr. Ridard.—
This Gentleman was an Adlor as

well as a "Writer.—He was born

at Tcivkjbury in G'.oucejlerfbirey

according to Chefwood, (General
Hift. of the Stage, p. 140) in

1668, and received his Education
at the Latin School of that Town,
but having an early Inclination

for the Stage, he ftole away from
his Father's Houfe at fifteen

Years of Age, and joined a tra-

velling Company of Comedians
then at Worcejiety where, for fear

of being known, he made his

firft Appearance in Woman's
Cloaths, in the Part of Rexnna
in Alexander the Great.—"B^t this

Difguife not fufficiently conceal-

ing him> he was obliged to make
his Efcape from a Purfuit that

was made after him, and, under
the Appearance of a Girl, to

make the beft of his Way to

Chipping Norton,—Here however
being difcover'd, and overtaken
by his Purfuers, he was brought
back to Teiokjbury, and his Fa-
ther, in order to prevent fuch Ex-
curfions for the future, fooi> af-

ter carried him up to London, and
bound him Apprentice to an A-
pothecary in Hatton Garden.
From this Confinement Mr. Cbet-

tucody who probably muft have
knov>n him', and perhaps had
thefe Particulars from his own
Moulh, tells us, that he broke

1 E S

away, and pafTed two Years \n

England in an itinerant Life; b«t

yaczb, and fVhincp after him,

fay that he fet up in Bufmcfr, but

rot finding it fucceed to his Lik-

ing, ouitted it for the Stage—
Be this however as it will, it is

certain that he went over to 7re-

lir.d, where he met with good

Succefs on the Stage , from
whence he came back to London^

and was received in Drury Lane
Theatre.—His firft Appearance

there was in the Part of Dominic

the Spanijh Fryar, in which, al-

tho' in himfclf but a very mid-
lir| Ad^or, he eftabliftied his

Charafter by a clofe Imitation of

Leigh, who had been very cele-

brated in it.—And indeed, in this

and all his other Parts, he was
moftly indebted for his Applaufc

to his Powers of Mimickry, in

which he was inimitable, and

which not only at Times afforded

him Opportunities of appearing a

much better Adlor than he really

was, by enabling him to copy

very exaftly fcveral Performers of

capital Merit, whofe Manner he
remember'd and aflTum'd, but al-

fo by recommending him to a ve-

ry numerous Acquaintance in pri-

vate Life, fecur'd him an Indul-

gence for Faults in his public

Profeflion, that he might other-

wife perhaps never have been par-

doned ; among which he was re-

markable for the Gratification of

that ^' pitiful Ambition,'''' as 5/'^^^-

Jpeare juftly ftiles it, and for

which he condemns the low Co-

med'ans of his own Time, of

imagining he could help h's Au-
thor, ajid for that Rcafon fre-

quently throwing in Additions of

his own, which the Author not

only had never intended, but per-

haps would h.ive confidered as

moft oppofitjE to his main Inten-

tion,

EJiccurt
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EJicourt however, as a-Compa-
n'toii} was perfectly entertaining

aad agreeable, and Sir Richard
Steele, in the Spe&ator, records

him to liave been not only a

fprightly Wit, but a Perfon of

cafy and nai aral Folitenefs.—In
a Word, his Company was ex-

tremely courted by every one, and
his' Mimickry fo much admir'd,

that Pcifons of the firft Quality

frequently invited him to their

Entertainments, in order to di-

vert their Friends with his Drol-

lery, on which Occafions hccon-
ftantly received very handfomc
Prefents for his Company.—A-
znong others he was a great I'a-

Tourite with the great Duke of

Marlhoroughy and at the Time
thait the famous Beef Steak Club

was ercfted, which confifted of

the chief Wits and greateft Mtn
in the Kingdom, Mr. Eftcourt

had the Office aflign'd him of

their Prmndore, and ae a Maik
of Diidn£tion of that Honour, he
us'd, by Way of a Badge, to we^ir

a fmall Gridiion of Gold, hung
about his Neck with a^Grcen Silk

Ribband.—He quitted the Stage

iome Years before his Death,
which happened in 1713, when
he was interred in the Parifli of
St. Paul's, Covcnt Gardcfi, where
his Brother Comedian, Joe Haines:,

had been buried a few Years be-

fore.—He left behind him two
dramatic Piefies, vix,

1, Fair Example. C.

a. Pkunella. Interlude.

The latter of thcfe was only a Ri-

dicule on the Abl'urdity of the

Jtult.^n Operas, at that Time, in

wliich not only the unnatural

Circumftance was indulged of

Mufic and Harmony attending

CD all, even the mofl agitating

Pallions, but alfo the very Words
tlicmlclvcs wliicli were to ac-

conip.Miy liiat Mufic, were writ-

E T
ttn In different Languages, ac-

cording as the Performer! who
were to fingthem happened to b 3,

Ita'iiJnt or Englijb.

Etherege, Sit George, Knt,
—This Gentleman, fo remarka-

ble for his Wit and Gallantry,

flouriflied in the Reigns of Cha.U.

and 'Jama II.—He was dcfcendcii

from a very good and ancient Fa-

mily in Oxfordpire, and was born

about the Year 1636.——It is

fuppofcd that he received the

eutly Parts of his Education at

the Univerllty oi Cambridge, tho'

it docs not appear that he maJe
any long Refidence there, an In.

clination for feeing the World
having led him to travel into

France when he was very young.

•—On his Return y he for fomc

Time ftudied the Municipal Laws

of this Kingdom at one of the

Inns of Court, but finding that

Kind of Study too heavy for his

volatile and airy Difpofiiion, and

confequently making but little

Progrefs in' it, he Toon quitted it

for Pleafure and the Purfuit of

gayer Accompliihmcnts.

In 1664, he brought on tha

Stage his Comedy of the Comical

Revenge, or Lcve in a Tui, which

met with good Succcfs, and in>

troduced him to the Intimacy of

the Earl of Dor/a, witii whom,
as well as other leading Wits,

fuch as the Duke of Buckingham,

Lord Rochtjltry Sir Cbarla Sedlfy,

ice. his cafy unreferved Convcr-

fation and h.ippy Addrefs render'd

him a very great Favourite.——
The Succefs of this inl'pir'd him

to the Writing of a ftill better

Comedy, viz. She tucii'd if fif

c(,u d.-—'l'h\% Piece rais'd g;eat

Expeftations of frequent Addi-

tions to the Amufcments of the

Theatre from fo able a Pen j
but

Mr. EtI erege was too much ad'

diftci to Plcafuic, and had too

few
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for hi
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fr>v Incitement; from Necefllty,

for him^tc. jjivc any conftant Ap-
plication to me Beiks Lettres,

vhich he made only the Araufc-

ment of a tew Icifure Moments.
>-So that he produced but one

Play m'.'ic, and that not till eight

Years after the preceding one—
This was the Man c/Mode, which

is perhaps the moil elegant Co-
medy, and contains more of the

leal Manners of hijih Life than

E T
None of the Writers hmre ex-

a<aiy fixed the Period of Sir

George's Death, tho' all feem to

place it not long after the Revo-
lution.^Somc fay that on that

great Event he followed his Maf-
ter King yames into France, and
d;ed there.—But the Autliors of
the Hiograplia Britannica tncntica

a Report that he came to an un-
timely Death, by an unlucky Ac-
cident at RMiJbon j for that, af-

any one the Englijh Stage was ter having treated fomc Company
ever adorned with.—-This Piece

he has dedicated to the beautiful

Duchcfs of York, in whofe Ser-

vice he then was, and who had

fo hijih a Regard for him, that

when, on the Avceflion of King

Jama II. (he came to be Quet-n,

ihe procur'd his being fent Am-
b:i(rador f.rft to F.am'jurg and af-

terwards to Rdtifhn, where he
continued till after his Majefty

quitted this Kinjidoni.—Our Au-
thor v/as nddliK-d lo cert.\in gay

Extravagances, fuch as Gaming,
and a moll unbounded Indulgence

in Wine and Women, .uid as by

the latter of thcfc Intemperances

he had greatly damaged his Coun-
tenance (for otherwifc he was a

hanufome i»Ian, being fair, flen-

(]er and fcrtcei) fo by the former
hf had greatly impaired his For-

tune ; to retrieve which he paid

his AddicfTco to a rich Widjw
j

but <hc being an ambitious Wo-
man, had detumined not to con
dcfccnd to a Marriage with any
Man who could not boftow a 'I'i-

tlc on her, on which Account he

was obliged to ,"iirchafe a Knight*
hood.—It do'^s not appear whe-
ther he had any IHue by this La-
dy, but by Mrs, Barry the Ac-
trefs, with whom he lived for

fome Time, he had one Daugh-
ter, on whom he fettled a Fortune
of five or fix thoufand Pounds

j

dv: however died very young.

with a libcraJ Entertainment at

his Houfe there, where he had
taken his Glafs too freely, and

being, thro' his great Complai-
famc, to» forward in waiting oa
his Guefts at their Departure;*

fluihed as he was, he tumbled

d vAn Stairs, and broke his Neck,
and fo fell a Martyr to Jollity and
Civility.

Sir George F.tberege feems to

have been pcrfeftly formed for

the Court and Age he lived in.>->

By the Letters which pafs'd be-

tween hi-n and the Duke of
Buckingham, the Earl of Rochcjler

and Sir Claries Sed/ey, he appears

to have been thoroughly a Liber-

tine in Speculation as well as

Pradice, yet poflTefs'd all that

Elegance of Sentiment, and eafy

AB'ability of Addrcfi^, which are

ever the Charadlcriftics of true

Gallantry, but which the Liber-

tines of the prcfent Age feem to

have very little Idea of. As a Wri-
ter, he certainly was born a Poet,

and feems to have been pofrefTcd

of a Genius whofe Vivacity need-

ed no Cultivation } for wc have

no Pro(jfs of his having been a

Scholar.—His Works have not,

however, cfcapcd Ccnfure, on
Account of that Licentioufncfa

wliivh in the general runs thro*

them, which render them dan-

gerous to young unguarded Minds,

and th« more fo for ihe lively and

genuine

l.^V<l i

\
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l^nuint Wit with which it is

gilded over, and which has there-

fore jullly baniihed them from

the Tunty of the prcfent Stage,

Sir Gtorge left behind him on-

ly the three dramatic Pieces we
have before-mentioned, "vix,

1 , Comical Revenge, C,

a. Man ef Mode, C.

3. She 'iVQud ifJhe coud, C.

F.

FAbian, Mr. Thomas.—"AH
I iind mentioned of this

Author is, that he was fometime
one of the Footmen to K. George

the fetond, when I'rince cflf^n/rs,

and that he wrote one dramatic

Piece, which was adled without
Succcfs, called,

*J'n'ck upon Trick, Farce.

Fank, Sir Fruwf/j, jun. Knt.
of the Bath.'—'—This honourable

Author lived in the Reign of
King Charles II.—He was Grand-
Ion to the Earl of fFeJImoreland,

(his Father being one of that

Nobleman's younger Sons) and
rcfided for the moft Part at F;//-

Seck in Lincoln/hire,—He was ap-
pointed, by the Duke of AWw-
taftle. Governor, firll of Don-
€uf}cr, and afterwards of Lincoln,

Ljn^baine gives the higheft Com-
mendations of his Wit and Abi-
lities, and indcrd other of his

Cotcmporaries have paid himliic^h

Compliments. Bcfidfj fome
Poems he has left the following

dramatic Pieces, Wjb.

I . I.<^ve in the Dark. C.

a. AUfque for Lord Rochks-
ter's Valentinian.

v^, SacriJIct. Trag.

Fanshaw, S\t Richard, Bart.

••-This GtiKleman wm the tenth

y. F a: >

and youngcft Son of Sfr lltnrj

Far.p^a'Wf of JVars-park in. Hert-

ford(hi>e (who had been created

a Baronet by King Charles I. at

the Siege of Oxford) and Brothtr

to tlie Right Honourable Thoniu
Lord Vifcount ^>w/2lfl^u.——He
was born in 1607, and received

the firft Rudiments of Learning

from that famous Grammarian
and Critic Thomas Farnaby, and

compleatcd his Studies at the U-
niverfity of Cambridge , from

whence he fet out on his Travels

for the Attainment of farther

Accomplishments.—At his Re-
turn, his promifing Abilities re-

comn-.cnded him to the Favour of

King Charles I. who, in the Year

1635, appointed him Refident at

the Court of Sfain, for the ad-

jufting of fome Points in Difputc

between the two Powers,

On the breaking out of the

Rebellion he returned io England,

and attaching himfelf >*ith grtit

Firmnefs to the Royal Caufe, be.

came intrufted in many very im-

portant Affairs, particularly the

Truft of Secretary to the Prince

of IVaUs, whom he attended in

many of his Journeys.

In 1648 he was mnde Trci-

ftircr of the Navy under Prince

Rupert, which Po(t he kept till

Hept. 2, 1650, when he was cre-

ated a Baronet, and fent an En-

voy Extraordinary to Spain.——
From thence being recalled to

Scotland, where the King was,

he fervcil as Set .-etary of State till

the fatal Battle of Worcffier, in

which he was taken Prifoner,

and committed for a long Time
to clofe Confinement in LondtUt

till at length, on Account of hij

Health, he was admitted to Biil.

In Feb. i6«;9 he rcpair'd to

the King at lireda, and reioniinj|

to ting/and at the Refloration, it

was ezpefled he would have been

^
a^'i'tiiiteJ

ippoi'nte

He was

Miiler

fcle and

and Sec

Tongue.
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ippointed Secretary of State—
MaAerofRequefts, an honoura-
fcic and lucrative Employment,
and Secretary for the Larin
iongue.

In 1661, at which Time he
wiisoncof theBurgc/TcsinPar.
ument for the Univerfity ofCa^Mge, he was fworn a Privy
CounfeUor for 7../W, and fen?M as Envoy Extraordinary, but
afterwards endowed with a Pie
jwpotentiary Commiir,on to the"
Comt of Portug,/, where he ne!
goiiated a Marriage between his
Mailer K.ng CW« II. and the
infanta Donna C«.i,^,;>;^,Daugh!
er to KingJoJb„ Vl.-Being^re-

tne
1 iivy Councii, and, in Fe-

^«-^i66i,fen.Ambafladorto

h • I • r,y °' Commerce—
I W7 r^, !.'

^'=^"^"" there KingiM,p djed, and Sir Riclard £
onnsSonandSuccefror,

put the
f'"e Hand to a Pe^ce wi hA.V", a Treaty for which was

-Having thus fully executed hi
I tonimifljons, he was nr •

,

?J "Pl'omtcd for littine out

Nv and all k- i-
^y'j°'d, hisr ') ana BIJ his furvivinir ChilFn attending,

it wa' ?? r r^*

f
the Vault ^fhrsp^tr^^'*
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FA
?^t°^"8hterSiri?,VWh.d

whom"^
'"'^ '^'^^^ Daughters, of

S^°"^h°7-<='-h. left'onlv'oniSon and four Daughters bchi::d
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•nother, a Tranflation from
the fame S^ani/k Author,
entitled,

3. Fiefiet de Aranjuex.

Befides thefe he tranflated into

Latin Verfe a Paftoral, written

by FUttbtr^ entitled

. The Faithful Sbepbtrdtfu

to which he has prefixed the Ita-

Uan Title of

4. La Fida Pajiora,

Falkland, Henry Carey, Lord
Vifcount.—This learned Noble-
man, whom we find fo juftly ce-

khrated by Mr. Ctnoley, was the

only Son of Sir Lucius Carey, the

great Lord FalHatid, who died

glorioudy in the Field of Honour
and in the Support of his King,
at the famous Battle of Newbury,
Sept. 10, 1643.—'His Mother's

Name was Lettict, a Daughter of

Sir Richard M»rifoH.—-ln what
Year he was born I have not

been able to trace, but find him
to have married a Margaret^

Paughter of Anthony Hungerfordt

£(q; and that he died in 1663.—
He feems to have inherited the

Virtues of his Father, having
rendered himfelf eminent and ve-

ry greatly refpeAed both at Court,

in th« Senate, and in his County
of Oxfordjbire, of which he was
Lord Lieutenant, not only for his

eatraordinaryParts, but alio for his

heroic S\i\t\t.'—L»tighaint tells us

that he was cut off m the Prime
of his Years (which indeed he
muft have been, his Father hav-

ing been no mere than 34 Years

of Age when he was kill'd, and
this Son furviving him only by

twenty Years) and that he was
as much mifs'd and regretted

when dead, as he had been be-

loved and refpc^ed while living.

•<-He left one Flay behind him,
which, altho* it contains a great

Deal of true Wit and Satire, yet

it I'ecms dubious whether it was

FA.
ever rcprefented or rot, as the
Date of it's Publication is fuble-

quent to that of it's Author's
Death.—It is entitled.

The Marriage Nigbt. T.
This Play is republished in Dod-
Jley's Colleftion of old Playt.

Vol. X.
'

Fak(ivhar, Mr. Georgc.^~^
This Gentleman was defccnded

from a Family of no inconfidera-

ble Rank in the North of Ireland,

his Father being a Clergyman,
and, according to fome. Dean of

Armagb.-^Ont Author was 'oorn

at Londonderry in 1 678, where he

received the Rudiments of Eru.

dition, and from whence, as Toon

as he was properly qualified, he

was fent to the Univerfity of

Dublin^ in 1694.—He had given

very early Teilimony of a pro-

mifing Genius, and difcover'd

even at ten Years of Age a Hrong

Inclination for the Service of the

Mufes.—By the Progrefs he made

in his Studies at the Univerfity,

he acquired a confiderable Repu«

tation, but does not appear to

have taken any Degree there, for

the natural Livelinefs and Vola-

tility of his Difpofition foon ren*

der'd him weary of an Academic

Life.—The polite Entertainment!

of the Town more forcibly at-

trafted his Attention , but among

them all none feem'd to fii|l'o

ftrong a Claim on his Regards at

the Theatre, of which he foon

found in himfelf a Propenfityfor

being not only a SpeAator but il
that'mi'hr

Performer.—Hit Intimacv with!
^^ ^ ^^

'nane Difpc
«-? « Rcrbli
"»e Stage
'elf to the

.

^Iier Mjftak
Thus did

">e Stagey

^l^en ffiw h
t» on it, foi

Part

«ny vi

For tf

ciently

be was

6f a fti

juft Ma
cafy anc

his oati

dity, or

the Sta^

never ab

a thin

were ftn

his Succ

Tragedy,

ftanding
1

Bot impn
able priv

»ery mucJ
er met
from the .

Performai

Continued

Stage, but

^ermined
fuddenj I

Part of Gi
^ian Empei
one of v.iz

Far^ubar,

a real Swo4
the Stage

.

^ngagemer
wer 'I rage«

f'"«> 'n fo

«hat, altho

H he
lie recovere

Jleration of

Performer.—Hit Intimacy with{
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tion in him, and when that Gen

tleman engaged himfeif to Mr

AB>bury, the Manager of tii

Dublin Theatre, Mr. Tarfuk^

was foon introduced on the Sta,

thro' his Means.—In this Situa

tion he continued no longer thai
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F A
part of one Seafon, nor made

my very confiderablc Figure.

—

For the' his Perfon was fuffi-

ciently in his Favour, and that

be was poffeflfed of the Requifires

(jf a ftrong retentive Memory, a

juA Manner of fpeaking, and an

tafy and elegant Deportment, yet

his oatural Di(Rdence and Timi-

dity, or what is ufually termed

the Stag*-Terror, which he was

never able to overcome, added to

a thin Infufficiency of Voice,

were ftrong Bars in the Way of

his Succefs, more efpecially in

Tiagedys However, notwith-

ilanding thefe Difadvantages, it is

not improbable, as from his ami-
able private Behaviour he was
very much efteemed, and had ne-

ver met with the Ic^ft Repulfe

from the Audience in any of hit

Performances, that he might have
iontinued much longer on the

Stage, but for an Accident which
determined him to quit it on a

fudden j for being to play the

Part of Cujemar in Drydtu*t In-

iian Emperor, who kills f^sffUMf
one of th: Spanijh Generals, Mr.
Far^ubar, by feme Miftake, took
a real Sword in (lead of a Foil on
the Stage with him, and in the

Engagement wounded his Bro-
ther 'I ragedian, who afted f^:/-

ywc, 'n fo dangerous a Manner,
that, altho' it did not prove mor-
tal, he WIS a long fime before

he recovered it ; and the Conft-

deration of the fatal Confequences
that might have enfued, wrought
fo Arongly on our Author's hu-
mane Difpofition, that he took
Up a Resolution never to go on
the Stage again, or fubmit him-
felf to the PoflTibilityof fuch ano-
ther Mi flake.

Thus did Mr. Farfubar quit
the Stagey at a Period of Life
when ffw have even attempted to
|o on ir, for at this JunAure he

-: F A
ould not have been much more

than fevcnteen Years of Age,

fincefomeTim-; afterwards, when
Mr. H^iikSf being engaged again

to Drury Lane Theatre, left Dub-
lin, Mr. Farfvbar accompanied

him to London } and this Event

happened no later than in the

Year 1696, at which Time he
was but eighteen.—Here his Abi-

lities and agreeable Addrefs met

.

witlf confiderable EiKouragement,

and in particular recommended
him to the Patronage of the Earl

of Orreryf who gave him a Lieu-

tenant's Commiflion in his own
Regiment, then in Jreiaiuif which
he held feveral Years, and in his

military Capacity conftantly be-

haved without Reproach, giving

on many Occafions Proofs of
great Bravery and ConduA.
But thefe were not all the Per-

fieAions which appeared in Mr.
Farmiibari and Mr. ff7ihf who
well knew his Humour and Abi-
lities, and was convinced that he
would make a much more con-

fpicuous Figure as a dramatic

Writer than as a theatrical Per-

former, never ceafed his Solicita-

tions on that Head, till he had
prevailed on him to undertake a

Corned), which he compleated
and brought on the Stage in

r6.^3.—This was his Love and a
Jibtt/e, a Comedy, which, tho*

written by it's Author when un-
der twenty Years of Age, yet

contains fuch a Variety of Inci-

dents and Character, and fuch a
Sprightlinefs of Dialogue, as muft
convince us, that even then he
had a very confiderable Knowledge
of the World, and a very clear

iudgment of the Manners of
ifankind j and the Succefs of it,

even notwithftanding that Mr.
H^ith, the Town's great Favorite

in Comedy, had no Part in it,

was equwl to it's Dcfcrt.—Whe •

[ M ft J ther
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thcr this PLiy made it's Appear-
ance before or after he received

his Commifllon, does not fecm
very clear, but it is evident that

his military Avocations did not

check his dramatic Talents, but

on the contrary rather improved

them, fince in many of his PJays,

more efpecially in his Recruiting

Cfftcer, he has admirably availed

himfeif of the Obfervations of

Life and Charadter, which the

Army was able fo amply to fupply

him with.—And with fuch an

cafy Plcafantry, and yet fo fevere

a critical Jufiice, has he rallied

the Foibles, Follies and Vices

even of thofe Charaders that he

might have beeA fuppofed the

moft partial to, that it has been

obierved, if he had not been

himfelf an Iri/hman and an Of-
ficer, it would have been almoft

impoHTible for him to have avoid-

ed the Refentments which would
probably have fallen on him for

the Liberty he has taken in fome

of hiii Pieces with the Charafters

of fome of tlie Gentlemen of the

Army, as well as with thofe of a

neighbouring Kingdom.
The Succefs of his firft Play

eftablinicd his Reputation, and

encouraged him to proceed, and

the Winter Seafon of the Jubilee

Ye.ir 1700, gave the Public his

favorite Play of the Conftant Cou-

plfy in which the gay airy Hu-
mour thrown into the Charafter

of Sir Harry JVildairy were fo well

fiiiled to Mr. Wilks\ Talents,

that tliey gave him fuch an Op-
portunity of Exertion, as greatly

heightened his Reputation with

the Public, and in great Mcafure

repaid thofe Afts of Friendfiiip

which he had ever bcftowed on
Mr. Farquhar.'—Th.h Piece was
played fifty-three Nights in the

firA Scafoa, and has juftly coati-

F A
nued in high Efteem ever fince,

The following Year produced a

Sequel to it ; which, tho* much
the moft indifferent of all his

Plays, yet met with tolerable

Succefs, and indeed with much
better than the Comedy of the

Jrconjiantf which he gave to the

Public two Years afterwards, vix,

in 1703, and which vaftly ex-

celled it in Point of intrinfic

Merit.—But the Failure of the

laft-mentioned Piece was entirely

owing to the Inundation of Fo-

reign Entertainments of Mufic,

Singing, Dancing, &c, which at

that Time broke in upon the

Etiglijb Stage in a Torrent, feem'd

with a Magical Infatuation at

once to take Pofleflion of Britijh

Tafte, and occafion'd a total Neg-

le£V of the more valuable and in<

trinfic Produftions of our own

Countrymen.
This little Difcouragcment,

however, did not put a Stop to

our Author's Ardor for the En-

tertainment of the Public, finfe

we find him ftill writing till aU

moft the Hour of his Death ; his

Beaux Stratagem having been writ-

ten during his laft Illncfs, and his

Death happening during the Run

of it.—Thus far I have had Oc-

cafion to mention the Dates of

fome of his Pieces, but as the

chronological Order of them is

not a Point of our Confideration

in this Part of our Work, I fliall

only in this Place compleat iny

Account of his Plays, by giving

an entire Lift of them as ufual,

in Alphabetical Order, as fol-

lows.

I. Beau''s Stratagem, C.

2.

3-

4'

5-

6.

Con/fant Couple, C.

Inconjiant, C.

Lwe and a Bottle. C.

Recruiting Offccr, C.

Sir Harry Wiipair. C.

7. St^i
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7. Stage Coach. F. (aflifted by

Metteux.)

i. Twin Rivals. C.

As it has been generally ima-

gined that in all his Heroes, he

has intended to flcetch out his

owa Charafter, it is reafonable

to conjeAure that his own Cha-

nfter muft have born a ftrong

Refemblance to that of thofe He-

roes
J
who arc in general a Set of

young, gav, rakidi Sparks, guil-

ty of fome'Wildneffes and Follies^

but at the fame Time blefled

with Parts and Abilities, and a-

dorned with Courage and Honour.

—It is not therefore to be won-

dered that from the few Letters

ef his which are extant in Print,

we find him ftrongly fufeeptible

of the tenderer Paflions, and at

the fame Time treating them with

great Vivacity and Levity.—His

warmeft Attachment, however,

appears to have been to her whom
he conftantly ftiles his d<ar Pene-.

hpe, who is fuppofcd to have been

the celebrated Mrs. OldfitU.——'

Nor is tt at all wonderful, that

he (hould find his Heart en-

gaged by a Lady who pofTefled

every Attraction both of Perfon

and Converfation, and to whofc

Excellence in her Profeflion he

owed much of the Succefs of his

Pieces.—Not that (he flioulU en-

tertain a very peculiar Regard for

a young Gef>'leman of Wit, Spi-

rit and Gallantry, to whofe firft

Notice of her <he flood indebted

for being on the Srage at all, and

whofe dramatic Labours after-

wards afforded her many happy

Opportunities of recommending
herfelf to the Public Favour on

it.x-And now, as I have men-
tioned this Lady, it may not be

amifs to explain the Hint thrown
eut above, that it was wholly

•wing to Captain Farfubar that

FA
Ae became an A&reCs, which wat
ia Confequence of the foUowiag
Incident.

That Gentleman dining one
Day at her Aunt's, who kept^the

Mtrt Tavern in St. Jami'* liSfar.

ket , heard Mifs Nar.ej reading

a Play behind the Bar. ^Tkis

drew hia Attention to liften for a
Tin»e, when hie was fo plcafed

with th« proper Eaph^tfis and
agreeable Turn flie gave to eadFi

CharaAer, that he fwore the Girl
was cut out for the Stage.—As
Ae had always ezprefTed an In-
clination for that Way of Life,

and a Defiie of ttying her Fortune
in it, her Mother, on this En-
couragement, "he next Time flie

faw Captain yanbrugb (afterwards

SiryotiiJ who had a great Re-
fpcet for the Family« acquainted
him with Captain Farfubar'^ O-
pinion f on which he defired to
know whether her Bent was mo(b
to Tragedy or Comedy.— Mift
being called in, informed him,
that her principal Inclination was
to the latter, having at that Time
gone thro* all Beaumont and
F/etcttr*s Comedies, and the Play
Ae was reading when Captain
Farfubar dined there having been
the Scornful Z0<]^.—Captain Fan'
irugl) Aortly after recommended
I.e. '.^ Mr. Cbrific^hcr Ricbi who
took her into the Houfe at the
Allowance of fifteen Shillings /<r
Week—However, her agreeable

Figure and Sweetncfs of Voicp,
foon gave her the Preference, in

the Opinion of the whole Town,
to all the young AArefles of
that Time, and the Duke of
Bedford, .in particular,, being
pleafcd to fpeak to Mr. Rieh in

her Favour, he iniftantly raifed

her to twenty ShilUngs intr Week.
—After which her Fame and
Salary gradually increafed, till at

[ M 3 2 len^tlv
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length they both attained that

Heig,ht which her Merit entitled

her to.

Whether Mr. Farquhar'^ Con-
nections with this Lady extended

beyond the Limits of mere-Fricnd-

fhip, it is not my Intention here

to enquire.—But of what Kind
focver they were, it is evident

they did not long interfere with

any more regular Engagement
j

for in 1703 Capt. Farqukar was
married, and according to general

Heport to a Lady of a very good

Fortune ; but in this Particular

the Captain and the Public were
both alike miftaken ; for the real

Fa£l was, that the Lady, who
really had no Fortune at all, had
fallen fo violently in Love with
our Author, that, deternnine.d to

have him at any Plate, and" jirdg-

ing perhaps very juftly, that a

Gentleman of his volatile and
diffipated Humour would not ea-

fily be drawn Into the Matrimd-
rial Cage, without the Bait of

fome very confiderable Advantage

to alluie him to it, fte contived

to have it given out that flie was
pofTefs'd of a large Fortune j and.

finding Means afterwards to let

Mr. Farquhar know her Attach-

ment to him, the united Powers

of Intcreft and Vanity perfectly

get the better of his Paflion for

Liberty, and they were united in

the hymeneal Bands.—But how
great was his Difappointmcnt,

when he found till his Profpe£ts

overclouded fo early in Life (for

he was then no more than four and

twenty) by a Marriage from which

he had Nothing to expeft but an

annual Increafc of Family, and

an Enlargement of Expence in

Confequcnce of It far beyond what

his Income would fupport.—Yet

to his immortal HoBour be it re-

corded', tho' he found himfelf

t^us deceived in a moil e0eAtiaL

F
he

a:
Particular, nc never once \vz.%

known to upbraid his "Wife tor

it, but generoully forgave an Im-
pofition which Love for him alone

had urg'd her to, and even be«

haved to her with all the Ten-
derntfs and Delicacy of the moft
indulgent Hulband,

Mrs. Farquhaff however, did

not very long enjoy the HappinelV

flie had purchafed by this Strata.

gem, for the Circumftances that

attended this Union, were in fome
Refpecl perhaps the Means of

fliortening the Period of the Cap-

tain's Life^ foE finding himfelf

confidersbly involved in Debt in

Confequence of their increafing

Family, he was induced to make
Application to a certain noble

Courtier, who had frequently pro-

feiTed the greateft Friendfhip for

him, and given him the ftrongcft

Aflurances of intended Services.

—This pretended Patron repeated

his former Declarations, but tx-

prefling nwch Concern that he

had nothing at prefent immedi-
attly in his Power, advifed him
to convert his Commiflion into

Money to anfwer his prefent Oc-

cafions, and affur'd him that in a

very fliort Time he would pro-

cure another iot\i\m.—Farquhary

who could not bear the Thoughts
of his Wife and Family being in

Diftre<s, and was therefore ready

to lay hold on any Expedient for I

their Relief, follov/ed this Piece

of Advice, and fold his Commif-
fion ; but to his great Mortifica-

tion and Difpppointment found,
|

on a Renewal of his Appliraticn

tr.» this inhuman Nobleman, that

he had cither entirely forgotten,

ox had never intended to perforrti,

the Promife he had made him.—• I

This diftra£ling Fruflratian of allj

his Hopes fixed itfelf io ftrongiW

on our Author's Mind, that it

fbon brought o" liim a furfU

tl»'[
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tho*^ not a very fudden Declcnfion laconic but expreflive Billef wluciv

pf Nature, which at length car- Mr. Pf'':lks found after his Death"

tied him off the Stage of Life in among his Papers diiefted to him'-'

the latter End of ylfril 1707, be-

fore he could well be laid to have

ran half his Courfc, being, not

qtiitc thirty Years of Age when

he ('ied.

Notwithftanding the fevcral

Difai^pointmcnts and Vexations

which this Gentleman met with

during bis fliort Stay in this

tranfitory World, nothing feems

to have been ..bleto overcome the

Readinefs of his Genius or the

cafy Good-Nature of his Difpofi-

tion 5 for he began and fini/hed

his well-known Comedy of the

Beaux Stratagem in about fix

Weeks,, during his laft Illncfs,

notwithftanding that he, for great

Part of the Time, was extremely

fenfible of the Approaches of

Death, and even foretold what
aftualiy happened, vix. that he

fliould die before the Run of it

was over.—Nay, in fo calm and

manly a Manner did he treat the

Expeilation of that fatal Event,

as even to be able to exercife his

wonted Pleafantry on the very

Subjeft.—-For while his Play was

in Rehearfal, his Friend Mr.
JVilks, who frequently vifited him
during his Illnefs, obferving to

him that Mrs. OAZ/fcA/ thought he
had dealt too freely with the Cha-
rafter of Mrs. Snikr, in giving

her to Archery without futh a

proper Divorce as might be a Se-

curity for her Honour,

—

Oh, re-

plied the Author, with his ac-

cuftom'd Vivacity, / w;7/, if Jhe

plcafei, falve that immed'ately, b^

getting a real Dhorcff carrying

felf, and which, as a Curiofity in

its Kind, I cannot refrain from
giving tamy Readers ^ it was a«

folloV/S, t^,u>- ,• r ',

Dear Bob, ., -,_

*« I have not any Thing to
*' leave thee to perpetuate my
*' Memory , but two hclplefs
'* Girls

J
look, upun thcrn fome-

" times, and think of him that
" was, to tha laft Moment of
" his Life, thine,

,

George Farfubar.^*

nor wcuid it be doing Juitice to

Mr. ti'i!ki\ Memory n( t to ob-
ferve in this Place, that he paid
the mofb punftual Regaid to tlie

Requert of his dying Friend, by
fhewingthem everyAft ofRegard^
and when they became fit to be
put out iatu the World, procured
a Benefit for each of them for

that Purpofe,

Mr. FarquLar''% private Charac-
ter may be fully gathered from
what hai been already faid, ytt
it may not be improper to ob-
ferve, that from his Behaviour \o
his Wife, and his apparent Ten-
dernefs towards his Children, he
muft Lave been pofieflcd of ex-
cellent moral Qualities, and de-
ferved a much better Fattrthaa
what he met with.

As a Writer, the Opinions of
Critics have been various j the
general Charafter which has been
given of his Comedies is, that
the Succefs of moft of them far

exceeded tha Author's Expe Na-
tions j rliat he was particularly

happy in the Choice of his Sub-
ber myfelfy andgiving her my Bond jefts, whivb he always took Caro
that Jbe /bail be a real IVidoia in to adorn with a great Variety of
lefi than a Fortnight.—-—'b\xt no- Charaders and Incidents j that his
thing can give a more perfc^ft Stile is pure and unafFefted, his
Idea of that Difpofition I have Wit natural and floA^ing, and his
binted s^ in JbiAi^ than the very Plots generally well contrived.'-*

But

•

i

i
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B«t then, on the contrarjr, It hu
been obje£ted> that he was too

haftjr in his ProduAions ; that his

Works are loofe, tho* indeed not

fo grofsly Libertine as thofe of
fome other Wits of his Time

{

that his Imagination, tho* lively,

was capable of no great Compau,
and his Wit, tho* paiTable, not

fuch as would gain Ground on
Confideration.—In a Word, he
fcems to have been a Man of

a Genius rather fprightly than

great, rather flowing than folid ;

his Chara£lers are natural, yet

nat over ftrongly tnark'd, norpe*

cufiarly heightened ; yet, as it is

apparent he drew his Obfervations

from thofe he converfcd with, and

formed all his Portraits from Na-
ture, it is more xl au probable,

that if he had lived to have gain-

ed a more general Knowledge of

Life, or his C-rcumftances had

not been fo ftraitened as to pre-

vent his mingling with Perfons

of Rank, we might have feen hfs

Plays embelliflied with more &•

niflied Characters, and adorned

with a more polifhed Dialogue.

On the whole, however, his

Pieces are very entertaining, and

ahnod allofthemtafternearthree-

fcore Years have pafied over them,

are ftill »6me of the greateft Fa-

vorites of the Public.—His Twin
Rivals has been confiderM by the

Critics as his moft perfeA, regu-

lar and finilh'd Play, yet it is far

from ftanding in the fame Rank
of Preference with the Audience

;

which is one InQance among ma
ny that ferve to evince that the

Art of Pleafing in dramatic Wri-
tings, and more efpecially in Co-
medy, frequently depends on a

certain Happinefb, which cannot

be reducM within the Limits of

uiy dida£lic Rules or critical In-

veftigatioa*.

FE
FiMTOK, Efijab, Efq;--This

Gentleman was the yoangrft of
twelve Children, and was born at
a Town call'd Sbe/rett, near New-
eafiU under Line, in Stafford/bire,

in which Connty are feveral Fa-
milies of the Name of Fmtortf all

of whom are Branches from the
fame original Stock, which was
a very ancient and honourable
one.-—Nor had he l6fs Right to

boaft of the Antiqaity of his Fa-
mily on the Female Side, hir
Mother being lineally delcended

from one Mare, who was an Of-
ficer in fVilliam the Conqueror's

Army.—All the Writers of his

Life are filent as to the Date of

his Birth, but agree that he was
intended for the Miniftry, to

prepare him for which he was
lent to the Univcrfity of Cam'
bridge, and enter'd of Jefus Col-
lege.—Here however he embrac'd
Principles very oppofite tor the

Government, whereby he became
difqualified for the taking Or-
ders.—Soon after his quitting the

Univerfity, he was entertained

by the Earl of Orrery as his Se-

cretary j but how long he conti-

nued in that OfHce does not

clearly appear.—He fcems indeed

to have pafs'd the mofV of his

Time in the Country, among his

Friends and Relations.——But
whether he had any Thing- of an

independent Fortune, or was aA
fifted by his eldeft Brother, who
had an Eftate of a Thoofand
Pounds per uinnum, and to whom
he conftantly paid an annual Vi-

fit, I have not been able to de-

termine—Certain, however, it

is, that he was a Man of great

Humanity and Tendernefs, and

of a moft affable and genteel Be-

haviour, which Qualities, joined

to his great Good Senfe and lite-

rary Abilities, highly endear'd
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him to all who knew him, and

more cfpecialiy to his Relations,

by whom he ivas greatly carefs'd.

His Life , not being inter-

mingled with any Affairs of pub-

lic Bufinefs, was like that of mod
ftudious Men, very barren of In-

tident.'—It was, however, blcft

with an uninterrupted Calm,
which he enjoy'd till the inevit-

able Stroke deprived the World
of him and his Virtues, on the

J3th of 'July 1730. He died,

and was buried at Eajl Hampftead
Park, near Oakirgham in Berk-

jbire, leaving behind him, the

fame fair Reputation he had car-

ried with him thro' Life. In
jaort, he was perhaps the very

happieft M;'n among the whole
extenfive Number we ihall have
Occafion to mention in the Courfe

of this Work.—He had that good
Fortune which rarely befalls Au-
thors, of having his Merits ac-

knowledged and refpedled during

his Life-Time, without having
laid himfelf open to the Jcaloufy
or Malevolence even of his Bro-
ther Writers.—And as,while liv-

ing, he enjoy'd the Friendfhip of
Mr. Pcpe, fo after Death he re-

ceived from that Poet the Tri-
fcute of a very elegant Epitaph,
which is to be found in Mr.
Tope'i Works, and which more
ftrongly charafterizes the Good-
nefs of the Perfon it was written
upon, than all that I could add
on this Occafion could poffibly

do.

Mr. Fentcn wrote many Poems,
but only one dramatic Piece,
which is entitled,

ii ,

Marianne. T.
This howevqr met with

,
perhaps

as much Applaufe as any Play
that had appeared for many Years
both before and after it j and in-
deed much more than could be

I

expeacd under the difadvantage-

F I

ous ClrLiimftances that attended

on it's firft Appearance.—For, in

Confequence of the ill Behaviour

of the Managers of Drury Lar.t

Theatre, who, notwithftanding

repeated Promifes to the contra-

ry, had delayed bringing it on

lor three or four Years to^^ether,

he was induced, and indeed, ad-

vifed by his Friends, to carry it

to the Theatre in Lincolri'i-Inn-

Field', vh<.re he was aflur'd that

his Intcrcft (hou'.d be ftrongly

fupported
J
and indeed thefc Pro-

mifes were amply performed j for

altho' that Theatre was then fo

entirely out of Favour with the

Town, which in general is guid-

ed by Caprice and Fa(hion alone,

that for a long Time before the

Managers had fcarcely ever been
able to defray their Charges, nay,

frequently had aftcd to Audiences

of five or fix Pounds, the Merit
of this Piece not only brought

crowded Houfes for feveral Nights

together, but feem'd by fo doing

to have turn"d the Current of

public Favour into a new Chaii-

nel, from which, during the E'x-

iftence of that Theatre, it never

after (o totally devjated, as it had
done for a confiderable while be-

fore.

FiEtD, Mr. Kathanlti.—This
Author lived in the Keigns ^f
King Jama I. and Kin^ CUd, t.

and was not onljr a Lover of tHe

Mufes, but belov'd by theni, aad
the Poets his Cotemporaries.—
He was alfo an Adtpr^^ and ap-
pears to have been held 4n confi-

derable Eftlrhation i;» that Light;
J

foir we find his KajnajoinedyW^ith
thofc of Hemtoingiy Suriage^ Coh-

d:/, &c. before tlje Folio Edition

of Shuikefpei^re^s Works, and z\.a

in the Dramat/iPcrfttttf .fTcfix''d

to the Cyintktd'% Rcveia of i?<n

yorSc'n^—He i^as alfo t| great Fa-

vorite with Kiaffinger and Cha^f-

%
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man, the latter of whom adopted
him for his Son.<>-^He wrote two
dramatic Pieces, whofe Titles arc
ay' follow,

1. Amendi for Ladlti. C.
a. V^'otHan is a IVeatbtr -C»ck»

Com.
Befides thefe, he was concerned
with Majfingtr in the writing of
a Tery good Play, called.

The Fatal Dcnuryy
•n which two Autnors fince have
formed the Ground-work of their

refpe^live Tragedies, v/k. Mr.
J(<nvt that of his Fair Penitent,

and jiaron Hill of one v;hich he
left behind him unfinifhed, by
the Title of The Infohent, or Fi-

lial Piety.

I have not been able to trace

the juft Period either of the Birth
or Death of this Author.
Fielding, Hmry, Efq;

This well-known and juftly cele-

brated Writer of our own Time.
was born at Sbarpham Park in

Somerjetjhirt, April 22, 1707.-"
His father Edmund FfeUing, Efqj

who was a younger Son of the

Earl of Denbigh^ was in the Ar-
my, and towards the Clofe of
King George I's Reign or the Ac-
ceflion of George II. was promoted
to the Rank of a Lieutenant-

Genera]. --— His Mother was
Daughter to Judge CoUf and
Aunt to the prefent Sir Henry

Coldf one of the Barons of the

Exchequer.—This Lady, befides
' our Author, who feems to have

been her firft born, had another

Son and four Daughters, one of
the latter being the celebrated

Mffs fielding now living, and
Author of David Simple, the

Counters of Dthftn, the Cry, MfA
many other very ingenioai Piiecet.

And, in Confequence of Itis Fa-
ther's fecond Marriage, Mr.Fr>Af-

|W bad fi< half Brothers, all of
««oa are 4ead{» exccfting the

F 1

prefent Sir John Fielding, now in

the Commiflion of the Peace for

the Counties of Middlcfex, Surry,

EJJ'ex, and the Liberties of Wtfi.

minfter.

Our Author received the firft

Rudiments of his Education at

home, under the Care of the

Rev. Mr. QUmery for whom be

feems to have had no very great

Regard, as he is faid to have dc-

figned a Portrait of his Character

in the very humorous yet detefta-

ble one of Parfon trulliber, in his

Jofeph AndreWi.-^yfiktn taken

from under this Gentleman's

Charge, he was removed to Ettn

School, where he had an Oppor-

tunity of cultivating a very early

Intimacy and Friendflilp with fe«

veral, who afterwards became the

firft Penons in the Kingdom,
fuch as Lord Lyttleton, Mr. Fox,

Mr. Pitt, Sir Charlet Hanbun
TViUlamt, &c. who ever thro' Life

retained a warm Regard for him*

—But thefe were not the only

Advantages he reaped at that great

Seminary of Edncation j for by

an afliduous Application to Study

and the Pofleflion of ftrong and

peculiar Talents, he became, be*

fore he left that School, uncom*

monly verfed in the Grttk Au-

thors, and a perfe£t Mafter of t&e

Latin Claffics.—Thus accompIiiE-

ed, at about eighteen Years of

Age he left Eton, and went to

Leyden, where he ftudied unler

the moft celebrated Civilians for

about two Years, at the Expira-

tion «f which Time, the Remit

Capces from England not comingl

^ regoUrljr as at iirft, he w«|

obliged tojreturn to Londsn,

In Aort^ iCeneral Fielding's F»-

ftaily being very greatly increafc

by his fecond Marriage, as ni

ic feen from what we have fail

above, it became impoflible ft

him to nake fuch AppointmeiK

F I

forthishiscldeftSon, as 1

haw wiAed
i the utmoft

couJd afford to allow hin
noinorc than two hundred
a year, with which (\em
come, a ftrong Conftitut
J'veJy Imagination, and a
(ition naturally but Jittle

1

torOeconomy, he found h
h.s own Mafter, in a Place
the Temptations to everv e

and he Means of gratifying
fo eafily attainable.^Fron
unfortunately pleafing Siti
^Prung the Source of evenr
fortune or Uneafinefs th«
^«^&«f afterwards felt thro*
;:"« very foon found tha
Fnances were by no Means
^uate to the frequent Draimade on him from the C
quences of the briik Caree
Df,pat,o„ which he had lau,

'X°Jy«^«difagreeabI

J"^??"«"f^« continued long
on hi, Mind, but only o7
""0 his Difficulties with
pater Spirit and MagnTnim
.^'/f^^^'dweifar;™,
J«dh,sRefource.i„hi,Wit^
Invention, and accordingly «,menced a Writer for the Sta«
he Year ,7,,, ^t which T
*« had not more than attai,
;;>e^Completionofhi,tw^ti;

His firft Attempt in the Di

"n-nediatefy fucceeded he loi

fe'7<*«dRunofth.W

W f^Lgvtr '^' ''''' '

titled TA- c? *. i *"*• ^* «"

"» ^e iui even printed in th
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for this his cldeft Son, as he could

have wiHied j the utmoft that he

could afTord to allow him being

no more than two hundred Pounds

a Year, with which flendcr In-

come, a ftrong Conftitution, a

lively Imagination, and a Di/po-

(Ition naturally but little formed

tor Oeconomy, he found himfelf

his own Mafter, in a Place where

the Temptations to every expen-

five Pleafure are To numerous,

and the Means of gratifying them
fo eafily attainable.—From this

unfortunately pleafmg Situation

.prung the Source of every Mif*-

fortune or Unealinefs that Mr.
FitUing afterwards felt thro* Life.

.—He very foon found that his

Finances were by no Means ade-

quate to the frequent Draughts

made on him from the Confe-

quences of the brifk Career of

Diflipation which he had launch-

ed into; yet, as difagreeah* Im-
prellions never continued long up-

on his Mind, but only oa the

contrary roused him to ftruggle

thro' his Difficulties with the

greater Spirit and Magnanimity,
he flattered himfelf that he iioul4

find his Refources in his Wit and
Invention, and accordingly CQm-
menced a Writer for the Stage in

the Year 1727, at which Time
he had not more than attained

the Completion of his twentieth

Year.

His firft Attempt in the Dra-
ma was a Piece called Love sm

ftveral Mafyuei, which, tho* it

immediately fucceedcd the long

and crowded Run of th« Prtvoked

HuJhanJ, met with a liv«urablt

Reception, as did likewife his fe-

|cond Play, which cMne out in

thf following Year, and was en-
|titled, TSe Tenfle J^mm.—He did

lot however meet with equal

iccefs in all his dramatic Works,
br hs hat even printed in the

F I

Title Page of one of his Farce<»,

at it was damned at the Theatre

Royal in Drury Lane ; and he
himfelf informs us, in the ge-
neral Preface to his Mifcellanies,

that for the IVtdding Day^ tho*

a(fled fix Nights, his Profits from
the Houfe did not exceed Fifty

Pounds.—Nor did a much better

Fate attend on fome of his earlier

Produ£lions, fo that, tho' it was
his Lot always to write from Ne-
cefTity, he would probably, not-

withftanding his Writings, have
laboured continually under that

Neceflity, had not the Severity of
the Public and the Malice of his

Enemies met with a noble AUe-v
viation from the Patronage of

feveral Perfons of diftinguiihe^

Rank and Chara£ter, particularly

the late Dukes of Richmond and
Roxburgh, John Duke of jirgyhf

the prefent Lord Lytthton, Sec,

the laft-named of which NoWe-
men not only by his Friend/hip

foftened the Rigour of our Au-
thor's Misfortunes while he lived,

but alfo by his generous Ardour
has vindicated his Character and
done Jnftice to his Memory after

Death,
About fix or kven Years, after

Mr. Fielding''^ comr^encing a
Writer for the Stage, he fell in

Love with and married one Mifs
Craddtekf a young Lady from Sa-

SJhtryt pofiefled of a very great

Share of Beauty, and a Fortune

of about fifteen hundred Pounds,

and about the fame Time hie

Mother dying, tnlLAjktt atStcwer

in Der/etjbtre, of fomewhat better

than two hundred Pounds per

jlntiim caAc into his PolTeffion.

—With this Fortune, which, had
it been conduced with Prudence
and Oeconomy, might have fe-

cured to him a State of Indepen-

dence for Life, and with the

Helps i\ might have derived from
the

.i(.'

,. ( !»

1
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the Produftions of a 6cnius nn-

incumber'd with Anxieties and

Perplexity, might have even af-

forded him an affluent Income
j

with this, I fay, and a Wife
•whom he was fond of to Diftrac-

tion, and for whofe Sake he had

taken up a Rcfolution of biding

Adieu to all the FoUifs and In-

temperances to which he had ad-

difted himfelf in that fliort but

very rapid Career of a Town Life

which he had run, he determined

to retire to his Country Seat, and

there refide entirely.

But here, in Spite of this pru-

dent Rcfolution, one Folly only

took Place of another, and Fa-

mily Pride now brought on him
:ill the Inconveniences In one

Place, that youthful Diflipation

and Libertinifm had done in an-

other.—The Income he pofTefs'd,

tho- fufficient for Eafe and even

fonie Degree of Elegance, yet was

tn no Degree adequate to the

Support of either Luxury or

Splendour.—Yet, fond of Flgtire

and Magnificence, he incumber'd

himfelf with a large Retinue of

Servants, and his natural Turn
leading him to a Fondnefs for the

Dcliphts of Society and Convivial

Mirth, he threw wide o}.en the

Gates of Hofpitality, and fuffer'd

his whole Patrimony to be de-

voured up by Hounds, Horfcs and

Entertainments.—In fliort, in lefs

than three Years, from the mere
paflion of being efteom'J a Man
of great Fortune, he reduced him-
felf to the difpleafing Situation of

having no Fortune at ail ; and

thro' an Ambition of maintain-

ing an open Hoofe for the Re-
ception of rvery cnc elff, he foon

found ' 'mfelf without a Habita*

tion w). ch he could call his own.
—In a Word, by a Defire, as

Sbaktjfeare oxprcfTea it,

F I

"
' efjhnvin^a more fwe/IiHg

Port

Than bisfaintMeant luouldgrant

Continuance^

he was, in the Courfe of a very

fliort Period, brought back to the

fame unfortunate Situation which
he had before experienced j but

with this Aggravation to it, that

he could now h^ive none of thr'"*

Refourccs in future to look for-

ward to, which he had thus in^

difcreetly laviHied.—He had un-

dermined his own Support?, and

had now nothing but his own A-
bilitics to depend on for the Re-

covery of what he had fo wan-
tonly thrown from him, an eafy

Competence.— Not difcouraged,

however, he determined to exert

his beft Abilities, betook himfelf

clofely to the Study of the Law,

and after the cuftomary Time of

Probation at the Temple, was cal-

led to the B,ir, and made no in-

con fiderable Figure in Wejiminjicr

Hall.

To the Pra^ice of the Law
Mr. Fielding now applied himfelf

with great A/fiduity both in the

Courts here and on the Circuits,

fo long as his Health permitted

him, and it is prob.ible would have

rifen to a confiderable Degree of

Eminence in it, had not the In-

temperances of his early Parts of

Life put a Check, by their Con-

fequcnccs, to the Progrefs of JiiS

Succefs.——In fliort, tho' but a

young Man, he began now to be

molefted with fuch violent At-

tacks from the Gout, as rendcr'd

it impofTiblc for him to be as

conftant at the Bar as the Labo-

rioufncfs of his Piofeflion re-

quired, and would only permit

him to purfuc the Law by

Snatches, at fuch Intervals as
I

were fiee from Indifpofition.—

However,
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However under thefc united Se

nius and AbiJities -.H-,

I..I whofe full F ' ;? "I'S"'"'

Wn«r,6 «„„, 4' KmJ of

,

deed fuperior f/» n, ' ?^ '""

iRoom for i.v«»»- •
"* "/

"lis Means of T1'A°'^'''"' «»

F recover Jiis fti^;.
*"*Wed by it

J-N to accept oUh^nSS^^^'

F«y of i*W/^"|/°' ?\«

lO/Sr^ k " *>" Death;-.

KJ W„Ji* "''«'' •*>« III-
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li| llf
''

\^LiJhony Tvhich was «^ . ,.

.

^aft Work, but m ^^"'VW*
Degree of P,; 'i.T'l

^"'^'^ ^°n,c

taken oify l^ '7« •
"" "'''^«"'

P-fervatiotfLire^lfr'^'^
ftorineaPnnrtv • '

and the tt-

.^-as at that tL '^''.^f'^'^gtH

y-eJdcd his Jaft Breath
^•''' ^*^

forty.c;ghthVe;,r«ru- * "* *^e
ofourWd,./; ^^'«Age,and

raaers of m" L??*^
^^^ Cha

.

Movements of he r* ^"*^ '^^

^«^e]?, yet ajy *= ^^'^^s of his

r^^y one o? vlhtn^*''"
^'"^-'>

.T"'* eO'ecially, haveaS "'"•'
•

ne^» of S.T''°**''^«»'«bJc-
'-Poffibi^trfv:;^

trel'
'^ '^

8'ecably fntertiln -. .^ **'"« «-

fWcaLn7th"^^''>> and i«

«anyDcgrLt^;^j^^-;;heha.
litrt or any orh*.r i^ """ ^o-

.

«'°n«^ his Ort,n i^^''''-'
^' ^«

•nd Juftice b^ th/ m'
'^'"'°"'

^''icfi he has hanHl .
?"*' »'»

fis drama >^j;^;;nd'r^

lows. °'*' ^J"*: as foi.

'•''co2^'^-'*-%-w.
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7. EURIDICE btfi^d. F,

8. Grubjlreet Opera.

9. Hijlorical Regijitr, C
iO. Interlude between [ u p l-

, TKR, Juno, andM^ti-
CUKV.

lit htriguwg Chambermaid. B.

Farce.

12, Letter tVriters. C.

14. Lottery, Ballad Farcc.

15. Mifer. C.

16. Mifi Lucy in Town, F.

17. Mock Do8or. Ball. Farce.

18. Modern Hujband. C.

19. Old Man taught Wijdcm.

Ball. Farce.

ao, Pasquin. C.

ai. Vi.MTVS the God of Riebes,
Coir. (Aflifted by Mr.
Twng.

)

it. Temple Beau. C.

aj. Tragedy efTragedies

4

ft4. Tumble doun Dick. F.

a 5. IVedding Day. C.

As to Mr. Fielding^s Chara£ler,

as a Man, it may in great Mea-
fure be deduced from the Inci-

ridcnts I have above related of his

Life, but cannot perhaps be with

more Candour fct forth than by

his Birgrapher Mr. Murphy, in

the Work I before made Mention

of, and with fome of whofe Words
therefore I fliall clofe this Arti-

cle.

«* It will be, fays that Gentle-
" man, an humane and generous
** Office to fet down to ihc Ac-
" count of Slander and Defama-
<* tion, a great Part of that A-
** bufe which was difcharged a-

* gainft him by his Enemies in

** his Life-Time ; deducing how-
«* ever from the whole this ufe-

'* ful Lcffon, that quick andiuarm
** Pafftotnjhould be early corJrouledy

** and that Dijjipation and extra-

" vagant Pleajtires are the moft
** dangerr,its Palliations that can be

*• fbur.d for Dijappointments and
«* ytxations in the frjl Stages of

F I

" Life.-^Wt liave lee.-?., adds he,

" how Mr. Fie/ding very foon
" fquandcr'd away his fmall Pa-
'* trimony, which, with Oeco-
" nomy, might have procur'd
*' him Independence j—we have
"^ feen how he ruined, into the
" Bargain, a Conftitution, which
*• in it's original Texture feem'd
** formed to laft much longer.

—

«< When Illnefo and Indipenre
** weie once let in upon inn;, he
" no lon^ -i rcmaini-;! ihe Mafter
" of his own AdUons j and that

*' nice DelitacyofConduft which
«* alone conftitutes and pre erves
'' a Charafter, was occafionally

obliged to give Way.—When
he was not under the imme-
diate Urgency of Want, thofe

who V. ere intimate with him
are ready to aver, that he had

a Mind greatly fuperior to any

Thing mean or little j when
his Finances were exhauAed,

he was not the moft elegant in

his Choice of the Means to

redrefs himfelf, and he would

inftantly exhibit a Farce or a

Puppet-Shew, in the IJaymar-

ket Theatre, which was wholly

inconfiftent with the Profeflion

he had embarked in.—But his

Intimates are Witnefs how

much his Pride fuffer'd when

he was forced into Mcafures of

this Kind.—No Man having a

jufter Senfe of Propriety, or

more honourable Ideas of the

Employment of an Author and

a Scholar."

FiLMER, Mr, Edward."^
This Gentleman was a Doftor of

Civil Law : He was ever a ftrons

Advocate for dramatic Writing?,

which, together with the Pro-

fefTors of dramatic Poetry, he has

warmly defended againft their hi-

rious Enemy and Opponent
"J:-

rmy Co//;Vr.—In the Decline of

his Life be produced a Fl<>y

whkb

«
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which, tho' it bears ftrong Teftl-

mony to the Underftanding and

Abilities of the Author, yet fail-

ed of Succefs on the Stage for

the Want of that Force and Fire,

which it is probable the Doftor,

in a lefs advanced Time of Life,

would have been able to have be-

ftowed on it.—The Piece is en-

htlcd,

I'he Unnatural Brother, T,
What Time this Author was
born or died I have not been able

to t;ace
j

yet, from what .1 have

faid, it will appear that he mufl

have lived in the Reigns of

C!..,\
' • ''. Charles II. and James

tht . J, as the Date of his

Pli .. 1697, at which Time,
as i before obfer\'ed, he was
of an advanced Age.—It fiiould

feem, however, that he lived for

fome Years afterwards, at leaft

if the Edition which I have of

hi"! Defence o£ Stag, Plays againft

CoUier is the firft, as that is dated

in 1707.
Fish BOURNE, Mr. This

Gentleman belonged to the Inns
of Court, and is only mentioned
here by Way of perpetuating that

Infamy which he has juftlyin-

curr'd, by being known to be

the Author of a dramatic Piece,

entitled,

SopoM.
This Play is fo extremely ob-
fcene, and beyond all Bounds in-
tltccnt and immoral, that even
the Earl of Rochfjier^ whofe Li-
bert inifm was fo profefs'd 'and

open, and who fcarccly knew
whu the Scnfe of Shame wa--,

could not bear to undergo rhe

Imputation of being the Author
of this Piece (which, in Order
to make it fell, was publiflicd

with initial Letters in the Title,

intended to mifguidc the Opinion
of the Public, and induced them
to fix it on that Nobleman} and

F L
publjfted a Copy of Verfes to dif-

claim his having had any Share
in the Compofition.—Nor has ic

indeed any Spark of Refemblance
to Lord Rocbejler'i Wit, could

that even have attoned (which
however it could by no Means
have done) for the abominable
Obfcenity.—To fuch Lengths did

the Licence of that Coui t induce

Perfons to imagine they might
proceed in Vice with full Im-
punity.

Flecknoe, Richard, Efq;—

•

This Writer lived in thft Reign
of King Charles II.—He is faid

to have been originally a Jcfuit,

and, in Confcquence of that Pro-
feffion, to have had Connexions
with moft of the Perfons of Di-
flindlion in London^ who were of

the /{dm^A Catholic Perfuafion.—

•

The Charaftcr that Langhair.e

gives of him is, that his Ac-
quaintance with the Nobility was
more than with the Mufes, and
that he had a greater Propcnfuy

to Rhyming than Genius for

Poetry.

He wrote r'.viy Things both ]n

Profe and Verlt, more rfpeclr.lly

the latter, and has left behind
him five dramatic Pieces, only
one of which he coald ever ob-
tain the Favour of having aiflcJ,

and that met with but indifFcr-

cnt Succo's.—Their Titles arc.

1. DaniciffU's a-la-Mode. C,
2. Erminia. T. C. I'ni,

Vol. I. Appendix.
3. Lovers Domiitiin, Dramatic

I'aftoral.

4. LcTf's Kir.gchfK, Paftoral

Com,
5

.

h f.^nl\:ge c/" O c E A n v s ard
Br IT AN MA. Mafque.

The Author, however, wraj^pcd

up in his own Self-Opinion, has
carried off this Dii'appointmcnt

in a Manner extremely cavalier

•nd almoll peculiar to himfelfj

[ N a J ior,

V
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for, in the Preface to his Di.ioi-

.Jdlfs a- la-Medt, which had b'^en

refufed by the Players, ha has

thcfe very remarkable Words.
" For the aftirg this Comedy,"
fays he, *' thofe who have the
** Government of the Stage have
" their Huraour, and would hz
** intreated j and 1 have mine,
** aivl won't intreat them ; and
" were all dramati<. Writers of
** my Mind, they fliould wear
«< their old Plays Thread-bare,
*• e'er they fhould have any new,
*' till they better underftood their
•* own Intereft, and how to dif-

" tinguifli between Good and
<* Bad."-—-The Duke of Buck-

irgbatttt in his Relearfal, feems to

have kept this PalTage ftronglyin

his Eye in the Anger he has put

into Sayes^i Mouth when the

players were gone to Dinner.—
However, notwithftanding all this

intprrta'it Blotter of Mr. Fhck-
noc, anu his having printed to his

P^ramatit Petfona the Names of

the Aftors he bad intended the

fjveral Parts to be performed by,

in order, as he fays, " that the
** Reader might have half the
•* Pleafure of feeing it afted," it

iv probable that he and his Works
might have funk together intu ab-

Iplutc Oblivion, had not the Re-
ientment of a much greater Poet

againft him, I mean Mr. Dryden,

doom'd him to a difi'.icnt Kind
of Immortality from that which
he aim'd at, by giving his Name
to one of the ieven-ft Satires he
^vcr wiotc, t7«. h's Mac Fhck-

roCt which, iho' iiioftly pointed

at Shad'vcU, lias nc erthclci'sfome

fcvcre Sf-okes upjn our Author,

whiih, together vsith the Title

of the Poem itfelf, will prcfrrve

his Memory, and, as he himfclf

propofed by the Publication of his

own Works, " continue his Name

F L
Writings of that admirable Poet
continue to be rend.

Fletcher, Mr. 7ei»», Vid,

Beaumont, Francis,

Fletcher, Mr. Pbineas,—
This learned Writer was, ac-

cording to Tf^nflanley^ Son to Clh
FUtch:r, Efq} Doflor ofCivil Lav
and Anjbaflador from Queen £ '/-

xabetb to Theodore yuanowiJ,
Duke of Mufcovy.--lie had two

Brothers, viz. George and dies

Fletcher, who each of thern wrote

a Poem in a religious Strain, en-

titled Chris's yieiory.—Our Au-
thor was a Fellow of King\ Col-

lege, Cambridge f
and exceeded

both his Brothers in poetic Fame,

which he acquired principally by

a Poem, called the Purple IJJand,

which however is now quite for-

gotten.

JVinJianUy has attributed to

him one dramatic Piece, entitled,

SicELTDES. Pifcatory Drama,

But as within a very few Pages ii2

has afcribcd a Piece of the very

fame Title, (with no other Dif-

ftrence than the calling it a P«/-

tcril) to Robert Ckamberlaine, and

as the other Writers mention no

more thin one dramatic Work of

that Title, and that without any

Author's Name, it would be dif-

ficult to know whcie to fix it,

were it not for one Circumftance,

which I think determines it to

have been Mr. FAvf/^r's, and

that is, it's being declared in the

Title Page to have been aftcd ia

King\ College, Cambridet, the

very Spot where this Aiitnor was

educated, whereas Mr. Chamber'

laine was bred ;:t Exeter Colluge,

Oxford.

By the Datf «f it's Publication,

which is in 1631, the Auihct

mutt have flourifhed in the Roign

of Charles I. and been CotenitO-

rary with Mr., Cbambirlaire,

Foot*,
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FooTE, Samueli Ei'qj — This

well-known living Author was

born at Truro in Cornwall, but in

what Year I know not.—His Fa-

ther was Member of Parliament

for Tiverton in Devon/hire, and

enjoyed the Pofts of Commiflion-

cr of the Prize Office and Fine

Contraft. —— His Mother was
Heirefs of the Dinely and GooJere

Families, and to her, in Confe-

quence of an unhappy and fatal

Quarrel between her two Bro-

thers, Sir yobn Dinely Goodere,

Bart, and Sir Samuel Goodere,

Captain of his Majefty's Ship the

Ruby, which terminated in the

Lofb of Life to both, the Dinely

Eftate, which was upwards of

five Thoufand ^ownA^ per Annum

y

defcended.—He received his Edu-
ciition at ft^orcefttr College, for-

merly Glouccjier Hall, Oxor., which
ow'd its Foundation and Change
ot Name to iir Thomas Cooks h^'ii.'

ford, Bart, a fec6nd CouAn of our

Author's.—From the Univetfity

ht was Temrved to the Temple,

bring defigned for the Study of

tilt Law ; in which it is moft

p;ol able that his grtat Oratorical

Trtlents and Powers ot Mimickiy
am! Humour, would have Hiewn

iliomfL'lvea in a very confpicuous

Light.—The Dr)nerE and Gra-
vity of this Study, howtvcr, not

fuiung the more volaiilc VivaJty

(jf hih Uifpofition, hechole rather

to employ thofc Talents in a

Sphere of Action to v\hich they

fecni'd better adapted, viz. onthfe

I
otjge, jii the Purluit of which
thr repeated Proofs he has receiv-

ed of the Pablic Approbation, bear

[the flrongelt Ti'ftimonials to hi.

liVlerit.-?-.His firrt Appearance was
[ill the Pai't of Otbilla, but whc-
liiitr he early difcovered that his

\lote did not lye in Tragedy, or

rl« his Genius could not bear

Itiis bsing only a Repeater of the

F O
Works of others, he foon Arucle

out into a new and untruddea
Path} in which h^ at once at-

tained the two great Ends of af-

fording Entertainment to the
Public and Emoluirent to him-
felf.——-This was by taking on
himfelf the double C'aarafter of
Author and Performer, in which
Light, in 1747, he opened the
little Theatre in the Haymarket,
with a dramatic Piece of his own
writing, called the Diverfions of
the Aiming.—This Piece conlift-

ed of nothing more than the In-
trodu£lion of feveral well-known
Charaders in real Life, whofe
Manner of Converfation and £x-
preflion this Author had very
Iiappily hit in the Diftion of his
Drama, and flill more happily re-

prefented on the Stage by an ex-
ail and moft amazing Imitation^

not only of the Manner and Tone
of Voice, but even of the very
Perfons of thofe whom lit intend-
ed to take off.—Among thefe Cha-
racters there was in particular a

certain Phylician, w ho was much
letter known from the Oddity
and Singularity of his Appearance
and Converfation, than from his

Eminence in the PraClice of his

Profeflion.—The celebrated Che-
valier T<(i)'/ortheOculift, who was
at that Time in the .Height of
his Vogue and Popularity, was
alfo another Object, and indeed a
dcicrvfd one, of Mr. iar/t Mi-
mickry and Ridicule ; and in the
latter Part of his Piece, under
the Character of a theatrical Di-
redor, thi;; Gentleman took off*

with i^rc.it Htnour andAtcuraty
the feveral Stile-; of ading of
every principal Performer of the
tnglijh Sta^e,

This F*crfornv»ncc at firft n-.ct

with fomc little Oppofiti-'n frntn

the civil Magiftratcs of /7'y?r4/V,'?rr,

under the Sandlion of ths Ad of

[ N 3 J PaiUa^

V I
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Parliament for limiting tiie Num-
ber of Play-houfes.—But the Au-
thor, being patronized by many
of the principal Nobility and o-

thers, this Oppofition was over-

ruled, and witJi an Alteration of

the Title of his Piece to that of

Mr. Footers giving Tea to bit

Friends, he proceeded without far'

ther Moleftation, and reprefented

it thro' a Run of upwards of for-

ty Mornings, to crowded an^
fplendid Audiences,

The enfuing Seafon he pro^

duced another Piece of the fame
Kind, which he called jin AuSHon

€f Pi{fures,-'—-In this he intro-

duced feveral new Charadlers, all

however popular ones, and ex-

tremely well known, particularly

:

I
. Sir Thomas De Veil, then the aft-

; f \\ f
'

\
ing Juftice of Peace for Wefimin-

fier J
Mr. Cocky the celebrated

Au£lioncer, and the equally fa-

mous Orator Her.ly,—This Piece

had alfo a very great Run.
Neither of the above-mention-

ed Pieces have yet appeared in

print, nor would they perhaps

give any very great Plealure in

the Cloief; for, confining princi-

pally of Charati>crs whofe pecu-

liar SinguJaritics could never be

pctfeftly reprelented in Black and

White, they might probably ap-

peAi- fl^t and infipid, when di-

vcficd of that flrang Colouring

which Mr. i'oote had given them
in his pcrfonal Rrpiefentation

j

for it m \y not be improper to ob-

ftrve Jn this Place, x\\?X he him-
fdlt reprefented ?11 the principal

Charriflcrs in each Piece, which
flood in Need of his Mimick
Powers to execute, fliifting from

owe to another with all the Dex-
terity o^ a Pntcus.' • He now,
I\owever, proceeded to Pieces of

fomeuhat mote dramatic Regu-

larity, his Kr.ighii being the Pro-

duce of an cn.'"uing Scafoij.—Yet

FO
in this alfo, tho' his Plot and
Characters fecmM lefs immedi-
ately perfcnal, it was apparent
that he kept fome particular real

Perfonages ftrongly in his Eye in

the Performance, and the Town
took on themfelves to fix them
where the Refcmblance appear'd
to be the moft ftrildng —It would
be fuperfluous in this Place to e-

numerate the Courf; of this Gen-
tleman's dramatic Progrefs as to

all the refpedive Pieces which he
has fince written and performe:),

as a particular Account of each

of them may be feen under it's

proper Head, in the firft Volume
of this Work.-,-Let it here fuf-

fice therefore to obferve, that

he has continued from Timv' to

Time to entertain the Public, by

fele^ing for their Uk fuch Cha
radters,^ as well general as indi-

vidual, as feem'd moft likely to

contribute to the exciting our in-

nocent Laughter, and beft anfwer

the principal End of dramatic

Writings of the comic Kind,

vix. thii Relaxation of the Mind
from the Fatigue of Bufincfs or

Anxiety.—The Names of the le.

veral Pieces which he has hi-

therto piiblifljcd, are as follows,

;. Author. C. of two A(fis.

2. Englifbman in Paris, Com.
of two Acts.

3. Etig!<j7}man rettirtCd fnn
Paris. C. of two Afts.

4. Knights. C. of two A&,
Vid, Vol. I. Ap p I N D IX.

I

5. Minor. C. of two Afls.

6. Orators. C. of tliic«|

Ails. nd.\Q\,l, A?.

PENDIX.
7. Tafte. C. of two A€(s.

Mr. Footed dram.itic Works art]

all to be ranked among the iV

tite Pieces of the Theatre, as

has not hitherto attempted an'

Thing whicli has rcnclied to

Bulk of the more perfeft Dran 1
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Ifl the Execution of them they
«re fomctmies loofe, Negligent
and unfi„,fted, feeding „Se'r?o
j!

»hc hafty Produftions of aMan of Gemus, whofe Pegafus"
tho indued with Fire, has no In!

Dramat.ftaim,„gatImmortdity.
-His Plots are fomcwhat irre-
gf'Iar, and their Cataftrophes notalways conclufivc or perfX

rnnff?.
,"*""""» it muft beconfcfs'd that they contain moreef one eflenti,! Property of Co!

ttn^^h ''w •
>*"5 Char.fter,

furr?n'.^"!»'"«^°^»"y°therofZ I?A
'" ^"*''°"> and altho'the D,ft.on of his Dialogue may

J-
' « r..'^'^ 8*^""al Teno/of

Jj^'f^l' either require, or
"J"'';^>/heWitofaCo.^^,
cr the Elegance of an £/w/

Satire a^5tff'"°^"°''^^«="
r.rv H Torches of Tempo-

cieareft Judgment and dcetjcftDncernment could diftnteTSnd

rt^^it, yet It wilJ, on a clollr Fy
'rninat^on, be found en re v'dn"
n!«.cal, as it contain, Numb

s"

Murour of the r>«»
"!'=. ""cit

theT.meheto^r"'''"'^"^'

ofreaJ Ph! A ^' JntrododHon

i notl
?"'''^«" «n the Stage'S not only nngencrous. but cmt^?"d ^njuft

i and that the r nd"
'"g, ^ny Perfon the ObiJ^ ^fPubJ.c RidcuJe ond Laugttf.
doing him the mofteflVnfi .1 r

•'

Pouiblc, as It IS wounding tlic

" F O
human Brcaft in »l
Point, ./« ., p 'i"

'"''<««

'W= Charge fofco^^r',,
'"''''

tbc UA of Satire ,l,Y;^™''»

f"rely but Tuft.v! ^ '"u'*'
'^ ^"^

rowi^hd"w-^,t"i^'rt.\°^^^
their natural FaceTu •.V^.'*

'^"^

Portions anin;o4^fn'^; ^^-

t es thev rea/l. ^ Deformi-

A««iw?cntS,^:f^^edo,^
l"ity overbear theC ^'"^u-

Parts of any PerL™ 'A'''^"^''^«
and render thofedir

' ^^'''^^'^^r,

wearifomeVompan iT'^'^^J^
«°^

ve«edofthorrc^JSw;;^o^^^^
«>1«, might be vaiuab/e feJk

"

a"'i entertaining mHu^^
Community "f

.-^embers of

^-clywho^.cHhel-'''^'"''^^^^'
en the more exlr r'"'''^
''^^ World : ond ri'' u'"'^"

"^

both to the p/rVnn L*^'"^'"'^^'

as lyr-mfr,; "' ^^^''^e them,

a^ It would b- f^ 1 .
^'ndnefa

'"' '"""ke tl,= wren" ,11
f"' °"

where

fir Ii

f| livl
,:.4^

t

1 if- ,»» f

1

!

i

•

•I'
i
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where he muft perceive the Tit-

ter of the whole Aflcmbly raifed

againO- hitn, withoot knowing on
what Account it is raifed, or by

what Means to put a Stop to it.

—In a Word, if a Sir Penurious

Triflcf a peter Paragraph, or a

Cadwallttderj have ever had their

Originals in leul Life, let thofe

Originals keep their own Coun-
fel, remember the qui cafiitj ille

facity and refornj their relpedlive

Follies.—Nor can I help being

oi" Opinion, that an Author of

this Kind in feme Refpei^ls is

more ufeful to the Age he lives

in, than thofe who only range

abroad into the various Scenes of

Life for general Charafter.—And
aliho' Mr. Footers dramatic Pieces

iray not perhaps have the good

Fortune to attain Immortality,

or be perfeflly relifhed by the

Audiences of 3 future Age, yet I

cannot deny him here the Juftice

of bearing ftrong Teftimony to his

Merit.«, and ranking him among
the firft of the Dramatics of

this.

For d, Mr. >i».—This Gen-
tleman was a Member of the

Middle Ttmp/e, and wrote in the

Reign of Charles I,—He was not

only himfelf a Well wiflier and

Devotee to the Mufes, but alfo a

Friend and Acquaintance of mofi

of the Poets of his Time, parti-

cularly of F.oivJey and Decker,

with whom he joined in the

Compofition of fome of their

Pieces.—He wrote however feven

dramatic Pieces on his own Foun -

dation entirely, all of which have

confiderable Merit, and met with

good Succefs.—Not only his Ge-
nius as a Writer, but bis Difpo-

fition as 2 Man, feems to have been

more inclined to Tragedy than

Comedy, at leafl: if we may be

allowed to form our Judgtneat on

3«

5'

6.

F O
a Diflich concerning him, writ-
ten by a cotemporary Poet.

Deep in a Dump John Ford wot
alone got,

With folded Arms, and melan-
cboly Hat.—

According to the Cuftom of
that Time his Name is not af-

fixed to any of his Plays, but they
may be known by an Anagram
generally printed in the Title
Page inftead of a Name, vix.

Fide Honor.
and the Titles of them are as la

the following Lift.

1. Broken Heart. T.
2. Fancies chajie and noble. T.-

Com.
Ladies Iryal. T. C.
Lo-ver''s Melancholy. T. C.
Lo've''s Sacrifice. T.
PerKIN WARBECK.Hift,
Play.

7. Suns Darling. Mafque. (af-

fifted by Decker.)

8. 'Tif Pityjhe-s a Wbore. T.
The laft of thefe is an adftiirabie

Play, and is to be found in Dod-

Jkys Colleftion, Vol. V.
He alfo affifted Decker anJ

Rowley in the writing of another

Piece, entitled.

The fVifch of Edmonton.
Com.

Winjianley obferves that this

Author was very beneficial to the

Red Bull and Fortunt Phy houfes,

as may appear by the Plays which
he wrote.—But this is apparently

a Miftake, fince in the fe\*ral

Title Pages to his Plays they will

be found to have been all afled

either at the Glohe, the Phoenix,

or the Cooktit,

I know not when this Author

was born, nor is there any par-

ticular Account of the Time of

his Death, but as all his Piavs
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wfrepubliAed between 1620 an,!
;639,itisfcarceJytobe.°.7po^^^^^
h rapid a Courfe of Geniu, couldhave been ih.pped aJJ at once, byany Thing but that greatTn vit-able Stroke;—I am fl,„ r
to believe he ^ftV'^^^^^P'
/J^orrly after theTft^t'''-"''.^
ie... -For as to the Suns dJ
'-g, written by hin, and Z.^r
f not pubH/fced till ,6c7 T;?

Authors.
"^^ °^ ''"^^ "'s

J.y^fey has alfo by Miftake

"fion to mention.

difcover.i-Al?
,"°' ''«" »ble to

^i^GenVeir/n^^^^—
A^^, and Toon after the RfftT""
'°n publi/hed a PJav Ik- K u"

^,«d «rritten for the ^^^^^'^ ^'

titled!
'*'' ^*'««' en-

MWel^ry ^^-^r*'-
Com.

f««e AlteratS^"i^f T^'^^

l*«i»vervgooW5 ^^"SJt met
Title of7^^""'^'>*e^ the

it^rV' ^'- ^b^'P Of
r^C«.rlci„an,thou/aJivi?/

FR

tion of the works of H..^,; ^*JT
» very juftiyefteemed the befta^
Prefent extant, but as a Dr.ma'ift
hedoesnotftand.„roexalTcra
j-ight, having produrt-d only two

met With any extraordinary sic-ceft.—Their Titles are,
^ONSTANTlNB. T.
£UG£NIA. T.

ten feveral I hn « jn th
' ''T

wardeftofali Veffe V"?"t;.— .
»'erie, tho at thatTime greatly in Vogue, £^.^2

;^7-''--Amongothe Thir
Jaj/o s Am,„,a, which he h « de-dicated to the celebratr^ n
tcfs csi P. L I

^'^"^°'attd Coun«

tie of,
"^'' ""^^'' the Ti.

Am V NT AS. Pa/t.

iL" ^/^'^ver contained ia the

P-,rf« ^* *" two^ar S or more property

Inm"'' 'c
P««oral^nd

;"fj!f>°f which ^«y„.M* IS the former. "^

Freeman, Sir SaM^^^rhUGentleman lived in thC Timi J
^n^^CW^Landmo/To^a^^^

^•gnofthtMo?aS'*^^"f''«.
the intcftine Troub es heT?""^^
P;-pertoburyhiSi tt:men^ during which he emp5oy7dhs Hours in the Purfuit of ^o- (e^ry, and produced a Tr=,„„j

rers beftow a verv hfoK i-'-l

ter.^It is .ntiS. ''^ ''^"^'
I

^^"iHAAt. Trag.
j

Hi
I?

^i,.
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Frowd'e, Mr. Pi&;7/>.—This

Gentleman's Father was Poft-Ma-
fler-General in the Reign of Q^,
X//7W.—When or where our Au-
thor was born, or where he i e-

ceived his firft Rudiments of
Learning, I have not been able to

afcertain.—It is fuffictent, how-
ever, to obferve, that he finifhed

his Studies at the Univerfity of

Oxford, where he had the Honour
of being particularly diftinguifhed

by Mr. Addifon, who was fo ex-

tremely pleafed wiih the El«gance

and Purity of fome of his poetical

Performances, efpecially thofe in

Latin, that he gave theiri a Place

in his celebrated Colledlion, en-

titled the Mufa Anglicana, to

whofe Merit fo ftrong a Teftimo-
nial was given as the Declaration

of that great French Poet M, Boi-

lean Defpreaux, that from the Pe-
rnfal of that Collection he firft

conceived an Idea of the Great

nefs of the Britijb Genius.—In

the dramatic Way Mr. Froivde

produced two Pieces, both in the

Tragic Walk, entitled,

I. Ftf//o/" Saguntvm, T.
a. Philotas. T.

Neither of them however met
with very great Succefs, tho' they

had ftrong Intereft to fupport

them, and were allowed to have

confiderable Merit.— Efpecially

the laft, whofe Fate the Author
himfelf in his Dedication of it to

the Earl of Ctefierfield (who at

the Time when it was aded was

AmbalTador to the States Gene-
ral, and confequently could not

oblige the Piec^ by his Counte-

nance at the Reprefentation) de-

fcribes by the Words of "'fuvenal,

Laudatur & alget. Thus far

however the Judgment of the

Public ftands vindicated, that it

muft be confelTed Mr. Frowde'a

Tragedies have more Poetry than

Pathos, . more Beauties of LaA-

F R
guage to pleafe in theCloret, than
Strokes of Incident and Action
to ftrike and aftonift in the The-
atre, and confequently they might
force a due Applaufe from the

Reading, at the fame Time thit

they might appear very heavy and

even inlipid in the Reprc/enlu

tion.

This elegant Writer died at

his Lodgings in Cscil Street in tiic

Strand, Dec, 19, 1738, equally

lamented as he had been beloved,

for tho' his Writings had recom-

mended him to public Efteem,

the Politenefs of his Genius was

the leaft amiable Part of his

Character ; for, befides the Pof-

fedion of the great Talents of

Wit and Learning, an agreeable

Complacence of Behaviour, a

chearful Benevolence of Mind, a

punctual Sincerity in Friendfhip,

and a ftri£l Adherence to the

Praftice of Honour and Huma-
nity, were what added the moll

brilliant Ornaments to that Chs-

rafter, and render'd him aft Ob-

jeft of Efteem and Admirati^)a

to all who knew him.
FuLWEtL, Mr. Ulpian.—kn

ancient Writer, of whom Wooi I

has recorded nothing farther than

that he lived in the Reign of I

Queen Elizabeth, was a Native of I

Somerfetjhire, and defcended fromj

a good Family there, that he wasf

born in 1556, and at the AgeofI

thirty Years became a Commoiutj

of St. Marfi Hall in Oxfod-^

that it does not appear wheths

he took any Degree thcrt ornotj

but that while he continued lij

that Houfe he was eftecm.d

Perfon of Ingenuity by his O
tempwarics.—He wrote one m»

ral dramatic Piece in Rhymd

vtx.

Like ivill to like, quotht the /)j

wl to Collier, Interl.

FyrI

adds he.

\ I
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this Gentleman is th\fUr °^ ^"^ of Oxford, Jfill p , ,

- the Reign "o"rt%'r'':;i ^"^^^-^--tffr W;f;:;^^>
^^-

immediarely after the R i^'at "n T? '' ""^^^^^ ^l^\t C
'"

Hirtor^ of that unh
''^"" '^« V^, T^. L^P'^'f' .^-^^

. vince us that Mr IkT '°"-

p niuch better Biog;aphe: ,r''
'

«e alfo tells us thTt n^'^^^^^"

i''

any of the iSs .Tp'Ti '^'P^^^^'nce'", ^^ §;'^°W Cor.
•iramatic Writer, ^f^^"i^'A «olds, copcernn. c

•^''^'' '^''''

•'ndoabtedircnS 7^''^ ^« « (which CoZTlc ^''^'^ ««ys

In whst Year tf ^°"g"e.— by any Man th^lai ,.
/^'^ '^^^'n

'i''*' docs not 4n.,
""!' ^°'"" '>r ^o'ne after hm ^" ^"^^^^^^ or '

«iVed tJieRrLf^ '^ *"" ^e '«- however L«^"~"^ =^ ^«ngtb
nation at ^^;j,7"^^^^^ theT co^i^SlS ? 'If

P«'"^-^^'

fc"«g reS f'?/''°'" ^^'^h, Argument n
''^^'-

^^'^''^'^s

.'574, where he f^Twr^'iJfS* »" —^W inform, i'Vl^''^ ^^''^^er.

,
on the Law I fn- ! .'

entering however hTJ ^^'> of whicjj

rr - that'/ie itf ^i?
^5- - «o": fe l" t^

^'^^- °^

I'h re rit f°'
^" Excellencies ^ l/"'''"-

r* I fuPBoii 1. '*"' Cy «»«•> which fk°L'"'"'r.««.

<:uniflancc

J H
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cuwftance of our Author, which

I am afraid will be no very ftrong

Recommendation of him to my
fair Readers, vix. that in an Aft

at Oxford in 1 608, he maintain-

ed a Thefis, That it ivas lanvful

for Hujbatids to beat their Pf^ives.

—This Thefis was anfvver'd by

Mr. Hea/e, of Exeter College, an

avowed Champion for the Fair

Sex.

GARDiNtRf Mr, Matthew.-^

This Author is mentioned no

where but in the Brittjh Theatre,

the Writer of which informs us

that he was a native of Ireland,

and wrote two dramatic Pieces,

moft probably performed in that

Kingdom, whofe Titles were

». Parthian Hero. Trag.

a. Sharpen, Ballad Opera.

Garrick, David, Efqj—It

would furely be needlefs here to

mention, that the Gentleman juft

nam'd is at this Time a living

Writer, were it not for the Sake

of future theatrical Chronology,

which may at fome Period here-

after have OccafiOn for fuch In-

formation.—He was born in the

City of Hereford, in ihe Year

J717, his Father bearing a Cap-

tain's Commiflion in the Army,
which Rank he maintained for

feveral Years j and at the Time
of his Death was poflefs'd of a.

Majoritj', which thatJEvent how-

ever prevented him from ever

enjoying.—Our Author received

the nrft Rudiments of his Edu-

cation at the Fice - School of

Litchfeld, which he afterwards

complcatedat Rochejier, under the

celebrated Mr, CoJJon, fince Ma-
thematical I'rofeflor at Cambridge,

—On the 9th of March 1736, he

was entered of the honourable

Society of Lincoln's-Inn, being

intended for the Bar.—But whe-

ther he found the Study of the

Law too heavy, faturnine^ and

, G A
barren of Amufement for his

more aftive and lively Difpofi-

tion, or that a Genius like his

could not continue circumfcribed

within the Limits of any Profef-

fion but that to which it w.is

more peculiarly adapted, and like

the magnetic Needle pointed di-

reftly to its proper Centre, or

perhaps both, it is certain that

he did not long purfue the Muni-
cipal Law

J
for in the Year

1 740- 1, he quitted Jt entirely for

the Stage, and made his firft Ap-
pearance at the Theatre in Go-d-

man^s-Fieldt, then under the Ma-
nagement of Mr. Henry Giffard,

—The Character he nrft repre-

fented was that of King Rich-

ard III. in which, like the Sun
burfting from behind an obfcure

Cloud, he difplayed, in the very

earlieft Dawn, a fomewhat more
than Meridian Brightnefs. — In

fhort, his Excellence dazzled and

aftoni/hed every one, and the fee-

ing a young Man, in no more
than his twenty -fourth Year, and

a Novice to the Stage, reaching

at one Angle Step to that Height

of Perfeftion which Maturity of

Years and long praftical Expe-

tience had not been able tc Le-

ftow on the then capital Perfor-

mers of the Englijb Stage, w as a

Phcenomenon wiiiich could not

but become the Obje£t of uni-

verfal Speculation, and as uni-

verfai Admiration.—^—The Ru-

mour of this bright Star appear-

ing in theEaft flew V/itb the Ra-

pidity of Lightning through the

Town, and drew all the thei tri-

cal Magi thither to pay their De-

votions to this new-born Son of

Genius lJJj? Theatres towards

the CoullpEnd of the Town were

deferted, Perfons of all Ranks

flocking to Goodmah'i - Fieldi,

where Mr. Garrick continued to

aft till the Clofe of the Scaion,

whec
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forming in /),////„ j
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Mr. Garrick in his Perfon is

low, yet well-fhap'd and neatly

proportioned, and, having added

the Qu^alifications of Dancing and
Fencing to that natural Gentility

of Manner, which no Art can

beftow, but which our great Mo-
tner Nature endows many with,

even from Infancy, his Deport-

ment is conftantly eafy, natural

and engaging.—^^His Comple^lion

is dark, and the Features of his

Face, which are pleafingly regu-

lar, are animated by a full black

Eye, brilliant and penetrating.-—

His Voice is clear, melodious

nnd commanding, and, altho* it

may not poflefs the ftrong over-

bearing Powers of Mr- Mojfcp'i,

or the mufical Sweetnefs of Mr.
Barry's, yet it appears to have a

much greater Compafs of Vari-

ety than either j and, from Mr.
Carrkk"* judicious Manner of

conducing it, enjoys that Arti-

culation and piercing Diflindlnefs,

which renders it equally ntelH-

gible, even to the moft diftant

Parts of an Audience, in the

gentle Whifpcrs of murmuring
Love, the half-fmothcr'd Accents

of jnfclt Paffion, or the profcfTed

and fomctimes aukward Conceal-

ments of an A fide Speech in Co-
medy, as in the Rants of Rage,

the Darings of Defpair, or all the

open Violence of tragical Enthu-

fiafm.

As to his particular Foite or

fuperior Caft in afting, it would

*je perhaps as difficult to deter-

mine it, as it would be minutely

to defcribe his feveral Excellen-

cies in the very different Cafts

in which he at different Times
thinks proper to appear.—Parti-

cular Superiority is fwallowed up

in his Univerfulity, and Hiouid

it even be contended, that there

have been Performers equal to

liim in their own rcfpcftive Fortes

G A
of Playing, yet even their Parti-

sans muft acknowledge, there

never exifted any one Performer
that came near his Excellence in

fo great a Vaiiety of Parts.——.
Tragedy, Comedy and Farce, the

Lover and* the Hero, the jea»

lous Hufband, who fufpefts his

Wife's Virtue without Caufe,

and the thoughtlefs lively Rake,
who attacks it without Defign,

are all alike open to his Imita-

tion, and all alike do Honour to

his Execution.—Every PaflTion of

the human Breaft feems fubjcdled

to his Powers of Expreflion, nay,

even Time itfelf appears to ftanJ

fiill or advance as he would have

it. Rage and Ridicule, Doubt

and Defpair, Tranfport and Ten-
dernefs, CompafTion and Con-

tempt, Love, Jealoufy, Fear,

Fury and Simplicity, all take in

Turn Poffeflion of his Features,

while each of them in Turn ap-

pears to be the fole PofTcflbr of

thofe Features.—One Night Old

Age fits on his Countenance, as

if the Wrinkles (he had flampt

there were indelible \ the next

the Gaiety and Bloom of Voutii

feems to o'erfpread his Face, and

fmooth even thofe Maiks which

Time and mufcular Conforma-

tion may have really made there.

—Of thefe Truths no one can be

ignorant, who has ever feen him

in the fevetal Characters of Lir

or Hamlet, Richard, Dorilas, R>
mro, or Luftgnon ; in his Rargtr,

Bjys, Drugger, Kitely, Brutf, i^r

Bencdia—In fhort, Niiturc, the

Miftrefs from whom alone this

great Performer has borrowed all

his Leflbns, being in hcrfclf in-

exhauftible, and her Variation

not it^t numbered, it is by no

Means Curprizing, that this, h"
|

darling Son, fhould find .'n unli*

mited Scope for Change and Di-

veffity itt his Manner of copymi
I

* im
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fronfj her various Produftlons

;

and, a? if Ae had fronn his Cra-

dle marked him out for her trueft

Reprefentative, (he has beftowed

on him fuch Powers ot" Expreflion

in the Mufdes of hi^Face, as no

Performer ever yet poflefs'd j not

only for the Difplay of a fingle

Paifion, but alfo for the Combi-
nation of thofe various Conflifts

with which the human Breaft at

Times is fraught j fo that in his

Countenance, even when his Lips

arc filent, his Meaning flands

portray'd in Charafters too le-

gible for any to miftake it.—In
a Word, the Beholder feels him-
fclf afFefted he knows not how,
and it may be truly fatd of him,
by future Writers, what the Poet

has laid of Sbakefjpeare, that in

bis afting, as in tie otUt's

writing,

His powerful Stnkes prevailing

Truth imprefs'dy

And unrtjijitd PaJfionJiQmCd the

Breaji.

During the Courfe of his Ma-
nagement, the Public has, un-
doubtedly, been much obliged to

him for his indefatigable Labour
in the Condud of the Theatre,
and in the Pains he has ever

taken to difcover and gratify its

Tai^e ; nnd, tho' the Situation
«if a Manager will perpetually be
liable to Attacks from difappoint-

fd Authors and ondeferv'ng Per-
formers

}
yet, it is apparent, from

the Baiiennefs both of Plays and
Mayers of Merit which has for

fomc years paft appeared at the
cpPffitc Theatre, that this Grn-
tlcman cannot have r^us'd Ac-
ceptance to many of eitKw Kind,
that yfiii any Way deferring of
the Town's Regard —In (hort,
it does not appear that this.is the
Age of either dramatic ur t^ca<

G A
trical Genius j and yet It is very

apparent, that the Pains Mt.Gar-
rick has taken in rearing many
tender Plants of the hitter kind,

has added feveral valuable Pcv^

formers to the Englijh Stage,

whofe firft BloiToms were far

from promifing fo fair a Fruit as

they l»?ive fincc produc'd :—and

that, among the feveral dramatic

Pieces which have within thcfe

fourteen Years made their firft

Appearance on the Theatre in

Drury Lane, there are very few,

whofe Authors have not acknow-
ledged themfclves greatly indebted

to this Gentleman for ufeful

Hints or advantageous Altera-

tions, to which their Succefs has

in great Mcafure been owing.—
Add to this Care, the Revival of

many Pieces of the more early

Writers : Pieces pofiels'd of great

Merit, but which had, either

thro' the Negledt or Ignorance of

other Managers, lain for a long

Time unemployed and unregard-

ed.——But therf is one Part of

theatrical Conduct which ought

vnqueflionably to be recorded to

Mr. Garrtek^s Honour, fince the

Caufe of Virtue and Morality,

and the Formation of public

Manners are very confiderably

dependant on it, and that is, the

Zeal with which he has ever

aimed to banilh from the Stage

all thofc Plays which carry with
them an immoral Tendency, nnd
to prune from thofe, which do
not a''fohjtely on the whole pro-

mote the Intercfts of Vice, fuch

Scenes of Licentioufncfs .-\nd Li-

berty., as a Redundancy of Wit
and too great Livelinefs of Ima-
gination has induced fome of our
comic Writers to indulge them-
fclves in, and which the fympa-
thetic Dlfpofition of an Age of
Gallantry and Intrigue h.<d given

a SanOion to,—•—The Purity of

[ O I J the

^M^
!^;f

'

.
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the EngUJh Stage has certainly

been much more fully eftablifhed

during the Adminiflration of this

theatrical Minifter, than it had
ever been during preceding Ma-
napemcnts : For what the Public

Taik had itfelf in feme Meafure
hrgan, he, by keeping that Tafle

within its proper Channel, and
feeding it with a pure and un-
taintrd Stream, fccms to have
t ompleated j aiul to have endea-

vour 'd as much as poflible to keep

up to the Fromife made in the

IVologue above quoted, and which
was fpokcn at the fiift Opening
nf that I'hcatre under his Di-

re^ion, viz,

"Rade Scfnic Virtue form the ri'

fing Age,

And 'Truth diffufe her Radiance

from the Stage,

Hii Superiority to all others in

ri.c Branch of Excellence, how-
« vcr, mult not make us overlook

tiic Rank he is entitled to (land

in as to another ; nor our Re-
incmbrance of his being thtfirjl

A^hr living, induce us to forget,

that he is far from being the laji

Writer, ^Notwithftanding the

numberlefs and laborious Avoca •

tions attending on his ProfeiTion

as an Aftor, and his Station as a

Manager, yet ftill his adVive Ge-
nius has been perpetually burding

forth in various little Produftions

both in the dramatic and poetical

Way, whofc Merit cannot but

make \is regret his Want of

'lime for the Purfnance of more

fxtcnfivc and important Works.
Of thcfe he has publicly avowed

himfclf the Author of the fol-

lowing, fomc of which are Ori-

ginals, and the rc(t Alterations

from other Authors, with a I)c-

iign to adapt tliem o the prclent

Tirte of the Public,

G A
1. Every Man in his Humour^

Com. (Alteration from
Ben Jonfon, with an ad-

ditional Scene.)

2. Farmer s Return, Interlude.

3. Guardian, Com. of two
Afts.

4. Lethe. Farce.

5. Lying Valet, Com. of two
A as.

6. Mift in her Teens. Farce.

7. Romeo and Juliet. T.
(Alter'd from Shakefpeare,

with an additional Scene.)

8. IVinter^sTale. (Alter'd from
Shakefpeare.)

Befides thefe, Mr. Garrick haS

been reputed the Author of the

following Pieces, vix.

I, Catherine andPETRU-
CHTO. Farce, in three

A^s . ( Alter'd from

, Shakefpeare.)

a. Cymbkline. T. (Alter'd

from Shakefpcars, but by

little more than a Tranf-

pofition of feveral Scenes,

for the Sake of adding

Regularity to the Con-

duA of the Drama.)

3. Enchanter, Mufical Enter*

tainment.

4. Gameficrs. C. (Alteration

from fames Shirley.)

5. HARLEq.UIN'j /wi/^j^off. A
Chrifimas Gambol. (This

is a Sort of fpeakingl'»n-

tomime, in which an ;d-

miiable Scene of Lrdy

Doll Snip, the Tay'oi's

Daughter, was wtiucn by

this Gentleman.)

6. Isabella . (Alteration

from Southerne's FatJ

Marriage )

7. y^^iiPUT. An Etiter*

tainment, afted by Cliil-

,
dren.

**
8. Mali Coouctte, Com. in

two Aas.
"•

BefiJcs
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Befides thefe, Mr. Garrick has

been fuppofcd to be the Author

of an Ode on the E)eath of Mr.

Pelham, which, in Icfs than fix

Weeks, run thro' four Editions.

The Prologues, Epilogues and

Songs, which he has written,

are almoft innumerable, and pof-

fefs a Degree of Happincfs both

in Conception and Execution, in

which he ftands unequall'd.—It

would, however, be in vain to

attempt any Enumeration of them
in this Place, and is indeed the

lefs neceflary, as I have been in-

formed there it Hope the Author
himfelf will, e'er long, oblige

the Public with a compleat Edi-

tion of all his Works.
Garter, Mr. 'Thomat.——l

meet with no mention of this

Gentleman among any of the

Writers, but only in Ccxgier's

MS, Notes, where, without any

farther Account, a very old Piece,

publifhed about the Middle of

(^ecn E/ixabetb^s Reign, is af-

cribed to a Perfon of this Nane.
Th« Piece itfelf is entitled, Tire

C mmoJy of,

vSuSANNA.
CiAscoiGNE, Gcorpe, Efq;—

1 liis Gentleman (lourimed in the

Beginning of Queen El)xai/erl>'$

Rci^n.——He was born at IViil'

thamjiitu In tie FortJ}, in EjJ'ex,

and had a Tafte of each of our

famous Univerfities, before h«
w.is cnter'd of 6'r<i)''i -/««.—For
lus vol.uile Temper made him
fcon leave one of thcfe ddightful

Places for another, and all of
tliera for the Army, whcr'» his

Behaviour was fo fignally brave,

as to entitle him very juftly to

the Motto he took, oiTmi^arti
l*om Mtrcurio.

In this Station he was for fom»
Time in various Cities of Hoi-
liiid, after which he we»l to

^i«hc<', in order to fee aad Audy
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the Manners of that Court, where
he happen'd to meet with a •Sro#-

/(/& Lady, whom he fell in Love
with and married.—At length,

being tired of this rambling Way
of Life, he came back to Eng"
land, and returned to Gray^s-lHtt,

where he compofed moft of his

various P'cccs; and afterwa/ds to
his native Place, where, fay»

Coxeter, he died, and was buried

in his middle Age, Anno 1578.-^
Coxeter, however, tells us, that

he has feen an old Piece in Verfe
(in Black Letter and without
Date, 4to. London.) entitled, A
Remembrance of the toell impleyed

Life andgodly End of George Gaf-
coigne, Efq\ who dcceafed at St'ilm-

ford in Lificolnfhire, the jtb of
0£lober, 1577. The Report of
Geor. Whetftones, Gent, an Eye^
Witnefi of his godly and cbaritablt

End in thit H^'orld.

The dramatic Pieces he has
left behind him are four in Num-
ber, their Names as follow,

1, Clafs ofGovernment, Tragi*
Com.

a. Joe AST A. T. (Tranfla-
tion from Euripides, af»

fifted by Mr. Frs, Kyn'
tvellmerfb.

)

3, P.'eajures at K e n E t-
w'oRTHi Cajfle. Maf^jue.

4. Suppofes. C«m. (Tranfla-

tion from Ariojlo.)

Befides thcfe Piece?, he wrote fe-

vcral other Things in Verfc and
Profe, and at that early Time
was eftccmed not only a Perfon
of Politenefs, Eloquence and Un-
derftanding, but alfo the beft

Love Poet extant, nor were hit

dramatic Works held in any tri-

fling Enimation.——Among the
reft of his Pieces is a Satire,

called The Steel G/afs, printed in

1576, to v.hich is prffixed the
Author's Pidlurc in Armour,
with a Ruft'aad a large Beard.—

It
1
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On his right Hand hangs a Muf-
quet and Bandileers, on his left

ilands an ink - horn and Tome
Books, and underwntten is the

Motto above - mentioned, Tarn

Marti fuam Mercurio.'-^'^Q very

flriking Mark of the Author's

Modefty

!

Gay, Mr. yo£i«.—This Gen-
tleman was defcended from an

ancient Family in Dnjonjhirey

was born at Exeter^ and received

his Education at the Free-School

of Bamjiaple, in that County,

under the Care of Mr, JVilUam

Rayner.—Vie was bred a Mercer

jn the Strand, but having a fmall

Fortune, independent of BuHnefs,

and confiderlng the Attendance

on a Shop as a Degradation of

thofe Talents which he found

himlelf pofTcfled of, he quitted

that Occupation, and applied him-
fclf to other Views, and to the

Indulgence of his Inclination for

tlie Mufes.~In what Year Mr.
(Jay was born does not appear

from the Accounts of any (f his

Hirtoriographcrs, but in 17 12 we
find him Secretary, or rather Do-
meftic Steward, to the Dutchefs

©f Monmoutbf in which Station

he continued till the Beginning

wf the Year J 7 14, at which Time
he accompanied the Earl of Ch'
rtndon to llanwar, whither that

Nobleman was diCpatched by Qu,

In the latter End of the fame

Year , in Confcqjcnce of the

<iiiecn's Death, he returned to

P.rt^Iand, where he lived in the

highefl: ElHmation and Intimacy

i»f Fiicndfhip with many Perfons

of the firft Diflindion both in

Rank and Abilities.——-He was

even particularly taken Notice of

by Quern Caro/int, tiien I'rincefs

of W''u/> »,, to whom he h.id the

Honour of reading in Manufcript

his Tragedy of the Ca/>tiv<;Sf aaU

H
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in 1726 dedicated his Fables, by
Pcrmiflion, to the Duke of Cum-
berland.—From this Countenance
fhewn to him, and numbe:lefs
Promifes made him of Prefer-

ment, it was reafonable to fup-

pofe, that he would have been
genteelly provided for in fome Of-
fice fuitable to his Inclination

and Abilities.—Inftead of which,
in 1727, he was offer'd the Place

of Gentleman-Uflier to one of

the youngeft Priuceffes j an Of-
fice which, as he looked on it as

rather an Indigiiity to a Mai),

whofe Talents might have been
fo much better employed, he
thought proper to refufe, and
fome pretty warm Remonftrances
were made on the Occafion hy

his fincere Friends and zealous

Patrons the Duke and Dutchefi

of Sheenjherry, which tcr.'ninated

in thofe two noble Pcrfonagcs

withdrawing from Court in Dil-

guft.

Mr. Gay''s Dependencies on the

Promifes of the Great, and the

Difappointments he met with,

he has figuratively defcribed in

his Fable of the Iljre with many

Friends,—However, the very ex-

traordinary Succcfs he met with

from Pubhc Encouragement made

an ample Amends, both with

Refpcit to Satisfaclion and Emo-
lument, for thofe privzte Difa[.-

pointments.—For, in the Seafon.

of 1727-8, appeared his Beggar'r

Opera, the vail Succcfs of vvhich

was not only unprecedented, but

almoft incredible.—It had an un-

interrupted Run in Lcndon ot'

fixty-thrcc Nights in the fiift

Seafon, and was renewed in tlie

enfuirig one with equtl Approbi-

tion.—It fprcad into all the great

Xowns pf England
-f
was played in

many Places to the thirtieth and

fortieth Time, and r.t Bath and

BtHTq! fifty j made its ProgreU

. ^ iflw
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into WaUt, Scotlavd and Irelardy

in which laft Place it was adled

for twenty-four fucceflivc nights,

and laft of all It was performed

at Minorca.-—'^ox was the Fame
of it confined to the Reading and

Reprefentation alone, for the

Card-Table and Drawing Room
fliar'd with the Theatre and

Clofet in this Refpeft j the

Ladies carried about the fa-

vorite Songs of it engraven on

their Fan Mounts, and Screens

and other Pieces of Furniture,

were decorated with the fame.

—

Mifs Fentotiy who afted PoUy^

tho' till then perfeftly obfcure,

became all at once the Idol of

the Town j her Piftures were

engraven and fold in great Num-
bers ; her Life written ; Books
of Letters and Verfes to her pub-

liflied ; and Pamphlets made of

even her very Sayings and Jefts ;

nay, flie herfclf received to a

S:ation, inConfequenceof which
/he, before her Death, attained

the higheft Rank a Female Sub-

je£l can acquire.—In fliort, the

Satire of this Piece was fo ftrik-

ing, fo apparent and fo perfectly

adapted to the Tafle of all De-
grees of People, that it' sven for

that Scafon overthrew the Italian

Opera, that Dagon of the Nobi-
lity and Gentry, which had fo

long fcduccd them to Idolatjv

and which Demit, by the Labours

and Outcries of a whole Life,

and many other Writers, by the

Force of Reafon and Reflection,

had in vain cndeavour'd to drive

from the Throne of Public Taftc.

—Yet the lltrctiUan Exploit did

this HttJe Piece at once bring to

its Completion, and for fome
Time recalled the Dcvbtinn of
the Town from an Adoration of

mere Sound and Shew, to the

Admiration of, and ReliHi ^r, true

Satire and found Uadcrftanding.

G A
The Profits of this Piece was

fo very great, both to the Arthor
and Mr. Rich, the Manager, that

it gave Rife to a Q^iibble, which
became frequent in the Mouths
of many, \\i. Ikat it Lad vad:
Rich gay, and Gay rich j and I

have heard it afl'crrtcd, that the

Author's own Advantages from
it were not lefs than tv\o thou-

fand Pounds.—In Confequcnce of
this Silccefs, Mr. Cay was in-

duced to write a fccond Part to

it, which he entitled "Polly.—But
the Difguft fubfifting between

him and the Cor:rt, together with
the Mifreprefentalions made of

him, as having been the Author
of fome diraffefted Libels and fc-

ditious Pamphlets , a Charge
which, however, he warmly dif-

avows in his Preface to this O-
pera, a Prohibition and Snppref-

fion of it was fent from the Lord
Cliamberlain, at the very Time
when every Thing was in Rca-
dincfs for the Rehejrfal of it.—
This Difappointmcnt, however,

was far from being a Lofs to the

Author, for, as it was afterwards

confeflild, even by '.
5 very beft

Friends, to be in cvci) Refpc£lir,

finitely inferior to the firft Part, it

is more than probable, that it might
have failed of that great Succefs. in

the Reprefentation which Mr.roy
might promiP^ himfelf from it,

whereas, the 'iofits arifmg from
the Publication of it afterwards

in Quarto, in Confequcnce of a
very large Subfcrlption, which
this Appearance of Perfecution,

added to the Author's great pcr-

fonal Intereft procured for him,
were at leift adequate to what
could have accrued to him from
a mof'cratC Run, had it been re-

prefented. This was the laft

dramatic Piece of Mr, C,.j\ that
made it's Appearance during his

Lifcj bis Opera o( Antilles, aod
•
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G A
the Comedy of the Dijireft TVi/e,

being both brought on the Stage

after bis Death.——What r.her

Works he executed in the ('ra-

nflcitk Way will be i'tza in th;:

enfuing Lift, and thv. ir feverai

SuccefTes in the refpeAive Ac-
counts of them in the firft Vo-
lume of th'i Work.—l heir Ti-
tles ar*j as loJlow,

X. x^.cinLLES. Opera,

%. lie^i-uir^s Ope' a,

t'
"

• r,-»

4 '''*iONR, Pal>.

5. tjiiejiftlfe. C.
6 . Moboch I

.

7. <iVb Feo/i //-if mts, C.

8. Polly, Opera.

9. T'bree Hours after Marriage,

Farce.

10. JVbat d'ye call it. Tragi-

Com.-Paft.-Farce.

J 3. Wife of Ba-vh. C.

Befides thefe, Mr. Gay wrote

many vet-y valuable Pieces in

Verfe, among which his Trivia^

or the ///•/ of walking the StreitM

ef Londonf tho' I believe bis firft

poetical Attempt, is far from be-

),ng the Icaft i^onfiderable, and is

what recommended him to the

Efteem and Friend fliip of Mr.

Pofe'f bet) as among his dra-

matic Works, his Beggar^s Opera

did at i.rft, and perhaps ever will,

ftand as an unrivall'd Maf^er-

Piece, fo, among his poetical

Works, his Fables hoi 1 the fame
Rank of Eftimation : the latter

havinp; been almoft as univerfally

read, . the former was tepre-

fcnt ' ad both equally admired.

It w«>uio therefore be fuperfluous

here to add any Thing farther to

thcfe fclf-rear'd Monuments of

his Fame a: a Poet.—As a Man,
he appears to have been morally

amiable. His Dii'pofition w. j

fweet and affable, his Temper
generouSj and bis Converfiitioa

G A
agreeable anl cn^ertalftli'.g Me
had Indeed cne Foi^ie, $00 fv:.-

quel tly inciiieat to iVJen oi grc j)

literary Abiliil-.s, and which fob-
je£led him at Times tp Incon-
veniences, which otherwife he
needed not to ha7e experienced,
vix. an lixcefs of itjuoltiice,

without any FCnowledge of Oeco-
nom'. Emc !U.} lo that, tho'

'

mencs wtre, at «>>me Twriods oi
his Life, very confiderable, he
was at others greatly ftraitened in
his Circumftances j nor could he
prevail on himfelf to follow the
Advice of his Friend Dean Sivifty

whom we find in many of his

Letters endeavouring to perfuade
him to th.^ Purchafing of an An-
nuity, as a Referve for the Ex-
igencies that might attend on Old
Age.—Mr. Gay chofe rather to

throw himfelf on Patronage, than
fecure to himfelf an independent
Competency by the Means point-

ed out to himj fo that, after

having undergone many Viciffi..

tudes of For:une, and being for

fome Time chiefly fupported by

the Liberality of the Duke and
Dutchefs of Siueenflferry^ he died

at their Houfe in Burlington Gar-
dens, on December 1737.— —He
was interred in WeJJtiinJicr-Abbey

^

and a Monument erected to his

Memory, at the Expence of his

afore-mantioned noble Benefac-

* an Infcriprion cxpref-
'

ir Regards and his own
d an Epitaph in Verfe

.pe\ but, as both of

:e ftiil in Exigence, and

Accefs to every one, it

be impertinent to rcpi,:

<f them in this Place.
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that of a growing Family, with-
out any Way improving his re-

duced Circumftances thereby.

During the Reign of King
yamci II. he dedicated a great

Deal of Time to the Study of the

religious Controverfies which
then fo ftrongly prevailed ; and
he declares, in fome of his Wri-
tings, that it coft him above fe-

ven Years Study and Conteft,

and a very clofe Application to

Books, before he could entirely

overcome the Prejudices of his

Education.—For, tho' he never
had given Credit to the abfurd
Tenets of the Churcii oi Romty
Jior could fver be brought to em-
brace the ridiculous Doftrine of
her i^nfallibility

, yet, as h*. had
been taught an early Reverence
to the Priefthood, and a fubmif-
five Obedience to their Autho-
rity, it was a long Time before

he afTumed Courage to think
freely for himfelf, or declare

what he thought.

Having, as I have before ob-

ferved, greatly injured his For-
tune by Thoughtleflhefs and Dif-

fipation, he was now obliged to

confider on fome Method for the

retrieving ir, or indeed rather for

the Means of Subfiftence, and he
himfelf candidly owns, in his

EflTays, that Neceflity (the gene
ral Inducement) was his firft Mo-
tive for venturing to be m Au-
thor ; nor was it till he had ar-

rived at his two and thirtieth

Year, that he made any Atter^ot

in the dramatic Way.
He died on Sunday the lath of

7^», 7723-4, nor can I give a

Dett{ Summary of his literary

Charafter, than by mentioning
what was at the Time faid of

him in Boyir^s Political State,

Vol, XXVII. p. 102. where he is

faid to have been " a Perfon of
" great LiteraU/c, !>||^ a me4a

G I

" Genius ; who, having attempt.
*' ed feveral Kinds of writing,
** never gained much Reputation
*' in any.—Among other Trea-
** tifes he wrote the Englijh Art
** of Poetrvy which he had prac-
** tifed himfelf very unfuccefs-
" fully in his dramatic Perform-
** ances.—He alio wrote an Eng-
" lijh Grammar j but what he
*• feemedto build his chief Hopes
** of Fame upon was his late

** Critical Commentary on the
** Duke of Buckingham's Effay on
" Poetry, which laft Pi-ce was
** perufed, and highly approved

"•by his Grace."

His dramatic Pieces are as fol-

low,

z. Love's ViElitn* Trag,

a. Phaeton. Trag.

3. Roman Bride"' ^enitngt,

Trag.

None of them met with any

gteat Succefs, and indeed, tho*

they do not totally want Merit,

yet, by too ftrong an Emulation

of the Stile of £«, of whom he

was a great Admirer, but with-

out bein^ poflefled of that BriN

liancy of poetical Imagination^

which frequently atones for the

mad Flights of that Poet, Mr.

Gildon\ Verfe runs into a perpe-

tual Train of Bombaft and Rant.

Ccxtter afcribes lo him a Piece

publiflied Anonymous, and whicii

is only an Alteration from ^bakcj'

peare, entitled,

Meafurefor Meafure, or Beautj/

the heft Advocate.

He alfo, about two Years after

Mrs. Behn's Death, broui:.ht on

th'' ' tage, with fome few Alter-

ations rf Sis own, a Comedy

which ix.A.

her, enrit'

The '* -^ger Brother, or tiiq

Amorous Jilt.

Tho' not a Man of capin|
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a Kim' of cold Forgetfulnefif

wit'i .->.'., ,'r' '^o it, becaufe it did

not poifel'. 'i.ore than the narrow

Limits of the Defign itfelf would
admit of> or indeed than it was
In the Power of human Genius

to execute.—His poetical Abili-

ties, therefore, Jay for fome
Years dormant, til' at '••..j..i hft

favoured the World «with two
dramatic Pieces, the one of which
was afted, - tho' with no very

great Succefs, the other not in-

tended for the Stage, being writ-

ten entirely on the Model of the

Creek Tragedy.—For a more par-

ticular Account of, and Obferva-

tions on, them, fee under their

refpeitive Titles in the former

Part of this Work,—Their Ti-

tles are,

BoADiciA. Trag.

Medea. Trag. Fid. Vol. I,

Appendix.
GoFF, Rev. Mr. Thomas.-—

This Gentleman flourifhed in the

Reign of yama I.—He was born

in Effex, about the Year 1592,

and receive<^ his firft Introdu£lion

to Learning at Wefiminfler School,

from which Place, at the Age of

eighteen, he was removed to the

Univerfity of Oxford, and enter'd

as a Student of Cbrifi Church Col-

lege Here he compleated his

Studies, and, by the Dint of

Application and Jnduftry, became

a very able Scholar, chtained the

Chara£ler of a 7 >od Poet, and,

being endowed th ttie Powers

of Oratory, w.. , after lis taking

Orders, greatly efteemed as an

excellent Preaciier.—He had the

Degree of Batchelor of Divinity

conferr'd on him before he quitted

the Univerfity, and, in the Year

iGij, was preferr'd to the Liv-

ing of Eafi C/andon, in Slurry.—
Here, notwithftanding that he

had long been a profefled Enemy

to. the F«xnale Sex, and even by

GO
fonv: efteemed a Woman-Hater,
he unfortunately tied himfclf to

a Wife, the Widow of 1 . Pre-

deceiTor, who prov'd as great a

Plague to him as it was well pof-

fible for a Shrew to be j and be-

came a true Xant'ippe to our Ec-
clefiaftical Socrates, who, being

naturally of a mild and patient

L)ifpofirion, which it feems /he

gave him daily Opportunities for

the E-tcrcife of, was unabi*' to

cope with io turbulent a Spirit,

back'd as /he was by the Chil-

dren fte had had by her former

Hulband.---In a Word, it was be-

lieved by many, that the Uneali-

nefs he met with in domeftic

Life from the provoking Temper
of this home-bred Scourge, Aort-

ened • the Period of his Life,

which he n-figned to him from

whom he i ad received it, rr

July 1629, being then only thii

ty-fivc Years of Age, and was bu

ried on the 27th of the fame

Month, at his own Parifli-

Church.
Mr. Goff wrote five dramatic

Pieces, which met with conli-

derable Applaufe, but were none

of them publifhed till after his

Death.—Their Names are as fol-

low,

J, Carekji Shepbcrdcfs, Tragi-

Com.
2. Caurag.'ous Turk. Trag,

3. Orestes. Trag,

4. Raging Turk. Trag,

5. Selimus, Emperor of tU

Turks. Trag.

Towards the latter Part of hiS]

Life he quitted dramatic Wri

ting, and applied himfelf folel;

to the Bufinefs of the Pulpit.

Some of his Sermons appear

in Print in 7627.

Philips and Wir.ftanley hate fa'

thei'd a Comedy on this Author

called,

Cupid*i Whirligig*

tei

itu

y'' Grafs.
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lion of his Name, and a Record
of his having been Author of one
dramatic Piece, which was a6led

at Druiy Lane Theatre , en-
titled,

Irene, or the Fair Creek.

Trag.

Coxeter, however, in his MS.
Notes, tells us, thnt there was a

CharUs Goring, Elq; of Magdalen
College, Oxford, who took his

Degree there as Mafler of /^.rts,

/ll^r. ay. 1687. and annexes a

<^iaete, with n Reference to our

Author, the Date of whofe Play,

tho' twenty Years later than that

of the conferring this Degree, is

far from totally difagreeing with
the Probability of their being

both the fame Perfon.

GouGH, J. Gent, or J.G.—
Who this Mr. Gough was I know
not, only by the D^te of the un-
dermentioned Piece it is evident

he muft have lived in the Reign
«f Charles I. However, this

Name, or the Initials annexed,

iland indifcrirrinateiy in the Ti-
tle Page to different Copies of the

oi»Jy Edition of a dramatic Piece,

entitled.

The Strange Difcovery. Tragi-

Com.
GcutD, Mr. 1 know no-

thing more of this Gentleman
than of the preceding Writer,

yet cannot omit his Name in this

Place, as I find it in the Monthly
Catalogues of Publications for the

Year I737» joined to that of a

Play, which however was not

|i^ed, entitled.

Innocence diftrejjed. Trag.

Gould, Mr. Robert.——Thi^
Author was originally a Domeftic

of the Earl of Dorfet and Middle-

fext but aftervvards, having had

fome Education and Abilities, fet

tip a School in the Country.—H«
^rote one dramatic Piece, called,

The Rivei Sijieru Trag,

G R
Granville, George. ViJ.

Lansdowne, Lord.

Greber, Sig. Giacomo.—Of
this Gentleman I know nothing

moie than that, from his Name,
he appears to have been a Fo-

reigner (but whether German or

Italian is not very evident) and

that he was Author of one dra-

matic Piece, entitled.

The Loves of Erg AS TO,
Dram. Pad.

Green, Mr, yiltxandcr.

This Gentleman is mentioned by

all the Writers, but with no far-

ther Account of him, than that

he lived in the Reign of Cha. II.

and foon after the Reftoration

prefented the World with one

dramatic Piece, entitled.

The Politician cheated. Com.
but whether it was ever a£ted cr

not I cannot trace.

Green, George 5'w/>>^.—-Tlili

Author is probably ftill l.Miigj

he publifhed in 17 61 a Tragedy,

which was never afted, but wli'ch

I find among the Catalogut;; yf

that Year, entitled,

Oliver Cromwell. Hift.l

Play.

Green, Mr. Rol>crf.-~7hli\

Author lived in the Reign of Q^l "'^/^"^
1

Elixabetb, and had a liberal Edu-i ,JJ?} \^1-1 t r> ''"ce bv tb
cation, having taken the Dcgrc;B (. /• •',

of Mafter of Arts at the Univer 1
t|,g j,

j"^'

fity of Cambridge^ and afterwanisF •
^^""'

incorporated in that of Oxforl—\

He was a Man of great Hu-F

mour and Drollery, and by nq

Means deficient in Point of WitJ

had he not too often pniAituUij

that happy but dangerous Taleoj

to the bafe Purpofes of Vice anl

Obfcenity.——In fliort, both i|

Theory and Practice, he feen

to have |)eena oioft perfeftLiHf;£'^';or

bertine ; for, altho' he appearstB
„(,j-^ »,.

hav«been blefs'd with a »>«»"'
fal Cont"'"'

ful, virtuous and very deferviuB
j^j^ lJ^^,

Lady to his Wife, yet we4
tial

'iis much-
'v'l'ch, the
infertcd, m
fibber's Liz
p. 89. by
"e found

Jy
the verjl

'

f
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that he bafely abandoned her and

T Child which flic had borne him

to Penury and Djftrcfs, lavilhing

his Fortune and Substance on

Harlots and common Proftitutes.

Unable, however, to maintain

the Expences which the unlimit-

fflExtravagance of thofe Wretches

DccefTirily d'cw him into, he

was obliged to have Refource to

his Pen fot a Maintenance, and

indeed I think he is the firft Eng-

lifi Poet we have on Record as

writing for Bread.—As he had a

great Fund of that licentious Kind
of Wit, which would moft ftrong

G R -t*

cere one
;

yet, from the Titles of

fome of his latter Works, fuch

as, Green'j Never too late, in

two Parts ; Gr een'j Fartwtl to

Filly ^ Green'j Groatjkvortb of
JVii, Sec. he fecms to have chofc

to aflume the Habit of a Peni-

tent, as if he was defirous of

bringing himfelf back into ths

good Opinion of the World, by

an Acknowledgment of thofe

Faults which had been too openly

committed for him to deny, and
by the Appearance of an intend-

ed Reformation.

—

PFood, in his

Fajli, Vol, I. p. J 37. tells us,

ly recommend his Works among that our Author died in 1592, of

the Rakes and WouM be-Bucks

of that Age, his Writings fold

Vrcll, and afforded him a confi-

derablc Income.—Till at length,

ifter a Courfe of Years fpent in

a Surfeit gotten by eating too

great a Quantity of Pickled Her-
rings and drinking Rhenifh Wine
with them ; a Death which feems

in even poetical Juftice, to be the

Dlffipation, Riot and Debauche- proper Conclufion for a Life fpent

fy, whereby his Faculties, his

Fortune and Conftitution had
been deftroy'd, we find him fallen

into a State of the moft wretched

Penury, Difeafe and Self Con-
demnation. Nor can there be a

ftronger Pifture of the Repent-
ance and miferable Condition of

a Being thus pinch'd to Repent-

as his had been.—At this Fcaft,

his Friend Thomas Najb, who had
very humourouHy rallied htm in

a Poem called the Apology of
Pierce PenniUft, was likewife prc-

fcnt.——His Works of different

Kinds are very numerous, but as

to his dramatic Ones, there are

many DifBculties that fland in

ante by the griping Hand of Dif- the Way of coming, with any
trcfs, than a Letter which, in Degree of Certainty, at a Know-
the Decline of Life, he wrote to

his much-wronged Wife, and
which, tho' too long to be here
infertcd, may be feen in Theopb.
Ciiher's Lives of the Poets, Vol. L
p. 89. by which it appears that
he found himfelf dcfeited even
hy the very Companions of his

Riots, deftitute of the common

ledge of them.—All the Writers,

however agree in his having writ-

ten one Play, called,

The HiJ^ory of Fryar Bacon and
Fryar Bungay,

as alfo that he joined with Dr«

Lodge, in his Comedy, entitled,

A Look!rig-Glafsfor London and
England.

j

Neccflaries of Life, and in Con- But TVinflanley^ bcfides thcfe, has
fequence of a Courfe of repeated attributed one entire Play to hitn,
FallhoodSjPerj urifs and Prophane- called,

ncfs, became an Obje*^ of gene-^

I

ral Contempt and Dcteftation. 'i-

His Letter is truly a peniten-

I

till, and it is to he hop*d a fm-

Fair Emm.
which however is printed anony-
mous ; and afTerts that he was
(;oncerned ivith Dt, Lodge in the
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Compofition of four oth^r dra-

niatic Pieces, called,

Lady Alimony, Com.
Laws of Nature. Com.
Liberality and Prodigality, C.
Lumitialia, Mafque.

But for my Opinion in Regard to

theft; fee farther in my Account
of Dr. Lodge.

IVocd alfo mentions another

Comedy, faid in the Title to have
been written by R. Green, and

which, fiom its Date, is proba-

ble to have been this Author.

—

It is entitled,

Planetomacbia,

The fame Author alfo tells us,

that Mr. Crctn, having written

ngainft, or at lea^ rcflefted upon,

Gabriel Harvey, in fcveral of his

Wiilings, UJarvey, not being able

to bt;ar his Abul'es, did inhu-

r.iiinly trjmple upon I. im when
he lay full low in his Grve, even

as yJdH/ei tortured the d^ad Body

tf H,Sl}r.

Grkville, sir Fu^e. Vid.

Bhooke, Lord.

Griffin, Mr, Benjamin.—

-

This Gentleman was an Aftor as

well as an Author.—He was the

Son of the Reverend Mr. Benja-

min Griffin, Reftor of Buxton and

Oxnead, in the County of Nuifolk,

and Chaplain to the Earl of I'ar'

mouth.—At the laft mentioned of

thefe two Places Mr. Griffin was
born in 1689, and received his

Education at the I'rcc School of

Nortb IValJbam in the faid County,

founded by the noble Family of

the Pajlon't, His Inclination

leading h!'n to th^- Sta^: prefer-

ably to any other Prufelfion, he

tntcr'd young into the Company
of Comedians belonging to tho

City of Norivicb and the Towns
iiround it, from thence going in-

to fevcral Country Companies,

where lie acquired crnfTdcr.iblc

Imorovcaicnt, till io ;hc Vvar

G R
1714, he made one at the Ope-
ning of the New Theatre ip Lin-
coin's-Inn- Fields.—Hevc he gained

great Applaufe, and cftabliflied a

Charafter to himfelf in the Caft

of Parts which he commonly
performed j which were always in

low Comedy, and moftly in the

tefty old Men.—In fliort, he in

a few Years became of fo much
Confcqucnce, that the Managers
cf Drury Lane, notwithftanding

they had already Norris and "jchn-

Jon, who v/crc ftill more excellent

in the fame Way of Playing, and

therefore could make but little

Ufe of Mr. Griffin at their own
Koufe, found it, ncvertheUfs,

worth their wliile to buy off his

Weight jgainft them in the Ri-

val Theatre, by engaging him at

a larger Salary than he had hi.

thertohad there j and, indeed, fo

intrinfirally great was our Au-
thor's Merit, that tho', in Con-

fequence of the Circumftancc a-

bove - mentioned, he made his

Appearance hut feldom ,
yet,

whenever he did, it was con-

ftantly with Applaufe, nor did

the Excellence cf the above men-

tion'd Adors by any Means

cclipfe his, or fecm to abate the

favourable Opinion the Pubhc

had conceived oi him, even whin

they at any Time appear'd on tlie

Stage together witli him.
Mr. Cutivocd, in his Fri/ijh

,

Theatre, fays, tliat Mr. Crffin re-

moved to Drury Lane I hcaUe in

1720; but this I think muiHc
a Miftakc, as we find his Co

meily oi ^f'^b'g "nd Tory rougt;tj

on that Stuge in 1721, whiih

would hardly have been th« Call,

had the Author io lately (jeittt'dl

that Tlica re, and joined in -nl

Oppofition at that Time ot lol

ninth Confequente arainft thi:r.

This Author died in i-'3'!» 'H

ini; tiic 5Cth Year of his /'fj

hoync, m
Ireland,
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tnd left behind him five dramatic

pieces, whofc TiUcs are as fol-

lows, ttiz.

I. Humours of Purgatcry, Far,

%, Injur*d yirtue. Trag.

3. Love in a Sack, Farce.

4. MaffutraJe. Farce.

^. Witg and^ory. Com.
Grimaldi, Sign. NicoHr.i.

«—Of this Author I kiiuw n' -

thing more than that he v^as an

Italian, and probably one of the

Direftors of the King's Theatre

in the Haytrarht, tor which he

tompofed two Italian Operas, en-

titled,

1. Hamlkt.
2. Hydaspes.
Grimston, Jama, LordVif-

fount.— f his NoMeman, whofc

Title ftands in the Lift of the

Irijh Peerage, was Father to the

prefent Lord Gtiwjicn.—He was
born about 1692, and in j^ril

1719, was created Baron of Dun-
hoync, in the Ctunty of Mruth in

Ireland, and Vifcoiint Crimfcn.

—Ax the Age of thirteen Years,

v.lnlc at School, he wrote a Flay,

which was never aflcd , but

printed in the Year 1705, en-

titled.

The Latvyers Fortune. Com.
It is true, tins Piece, fo f..r from
hiving any dramatic Meiit in it,

i^ full of the groffcft Abfurditics;

hut when the Infan'ilc Years cf

its Author come to bo coiifider'd,

and that it might probably be

owing to the Partiality of I'arcnts

in tlie OratiHcation of a childiOi

Vanity, that it was ever publilh-

(d;— If it is moreover known,
tlut when, at a maturcr Time cf
Ufe, thr Author hinifdf, on .\

Review f it, became fenlible 0*

it5 Fa-Uts, he to<tk the uimuf
Piins to ral! in tiie ImprellioV^

»nd prevent, if polhblp, io iiidif-

fcient a Performance to ftand

^rth in Evidence againft even his

G R ^.

Boyifli AbiHities, furcly a fitit

Fault, fo amply repented, might
ealily bt forgiven, and the Afpe-
rity with which the Author has
been treated on the Account of
it might wi:ll have been fpar'd.

And im'eed, the Public is

fcarcely to be blamed for the ill

Ufage he has received, as they

would probably have fuft'er'd this

Piece to have died in Obfcurity,

with many others of equal Me-
rit, had it not been for the Ma-
levolence ot the late D—ch— fa

of M—Ih—gb , who , in the

Courfc of an Oppofition which flic

thought proper to make to thi:i

worthy Peer, in an EJcftion for

Members of Parliament, where
his Lordfliip was a CanJidate,

caut'cd a large Imprelnon of this

Play to be printed off, at her
own fole Charge, and to be ilif-

peifcd among the EIc£lors, with

a Frontifpiece, conveying a moil
indecent and unmannerly Reflec-

tion on his Lordftiip's Undcr-
ftandinf, under the allegorical

Figiifi" of an Elephant dancing on
the Ropes.

Loi-d Gn'n;f!cnf however, c^T'

;ic'i his Elcfli >n, in Spite if :,I1

thofe uniair Proceclinrs to pre-

vent it, and by his Behaviour
while he continued in P .;lia-

ment ; his Conduft in a rational

an'i happy Retirement after his

quitting Public Affairs, and hi«

p'udent Oeconorny thro' Life in

tlic Management of an tilate,

which, tho' a large one v/a$, at

the Time it dcfcendcd to him,
loaded with the Incumbrance of
numerous Fortune i and heavy
Jointures faddkvi on it, gave am-
ple Proof of tl,c Injuftice ot the

InfiniationSjfoar' fully thrown out
afainfl him, and fupportcd folcly

on this one trivial Erior of hit

Childhood
J
and, it is but Juftict

tc a valuable Chaiadwr, thus at.
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tempted to be injured, to conclude

our Account of him with the

amiable Poitrait drawn of him
by the Author of the Lives an-

nexed to Whincofi Scanderbeg.-—
»* This Nobleman," fays that

Writer, «' is a good Hufband to

** one of the beft of Wives j an
" indulgent Father to a hopeful
** and numerous Offspring j a
*' kind Mafter to hi: Servants, a
*' generous Friend, and an affa-

** ble and hofpitable Neighbour."
I cannot direftly afcertain in

what Year this Nobleman died,

but find his SuccefTor to have

been Member in th« laft Parlia-

ment for the ancient Town of

St, Lilian's,

H.

HA B I N c TON , Williawy E
tq

;

— Phis Gentleman, who
ficuri(hed in the Reign of King
Ckarlet 1. was born on the 4th of

Nov. 1605, at Hiindlip in ll'cr-

tijhrjhire —'Being of a Ronmn Ca •

tholir Family, he was fcnt to le-

ccive ihe early I'arts of his Edu-
cation i,f Varh and St. Omtr ,

\vhcre lie was very carneltly en-

floated to luke on him the Habit
cf a Jefuit.—But an cccifficsfticil

Life beinp by :jo Mcani r.grccabic

to his Dilpofition, he reiillcd all

thtir SoLtltations and returned

to Fr.^.'itKd, where, hy his own
Arpl'cation and the InftrufHon

of hi» Father 'Thoivas Haoifgtotif

Ef^jj he made great Proficiency

in the Study of Hirtory and other

ufcl'ul Branches of Littratu c,

itid bciamc, according to the

Account given of him by fVcoii

in his Atlen.Ox:'/!. avcryaccom-
gliiiiid Gcutknaaoi

H A
His principal Beht was to Hif-

tory, as is apparent from his

Writings, among which are fome
Ohfervationt on Hijiory, in 1 Vol.

8vo. and a Hiftory of Edw. IV.
written and pubiiflied at the De-
firc of King Charles I.—Yet, for

the AmuTement of fome leifurc

Hours, he wrote a Flay, called,

S^cm of Akkagon, Tragi-

Com.
which he appears himfelf to have

had a very diffident Opinion of
j

but having flievved it to PhiU^

Earl of Ptmbrokey that Nobleman
was fo much pleafed vvith it,

that he caufcd it to be a^ed at

Court, and afterwards to be pub-

liflied, tho' contrary to the Au-

thor's Inclination. Wood ac-

quaints us, that, during the Ci-

vil War, Mr. Babitigton (proba-

bly for the Sake of prelcrving to

himfelf that Calm, whiih iEcvtr

moft agreeable to a ftudious and

fedentary Difpofilion) temporizci

with thjfc in Power, and was

not unknown to Oliver Crcmtvc.'I,

Yet. it is probable, this tempo-

rizing was no more than a mere

Non-Rcfiftancc, as we have no

Account of his iiaving been raii'd

to any Kind of Preferment dur-

ing the Proteflor's Govctnmcr.t.

— rie died NoTcmbrr 3-, i6<;4,

being juft entered into his 50tii

Year.

Hainef, Mr. "Jojcph. (crni-

monly tailed CouNi UAiNrs).

—This Gentleman was a very e-

mincnt lowCometlian and aPcri n I

of great Faceiioufncfa of 1 cn.fcr

and ReadinL-fs of Wit.— Wlun,

or where, or of what Parents he

A'.is born, arc Particulars whuh|

the Hiftari;»> « of his Life .ue :«)

illy filcnt .ibout.— It is certain,!

however, t'lat the earlier Pa'UJ

of his Education wrrc commn-

fiicatcd to hin) at thi; School

'
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Sf. Martnrs in tke Fields, wherehe made lc> .apid a Pxogr^fs as^We the Admiration of aHwiio knew him.
From this Place he was fentby the voluntary Subfcription "Ja Number ot GcntJcmen, ^o

S ,
l,^'-""?'y "comircnded

VSe h^T^ ''^"^g'^' «-^/^^^^vnere h,s Learning and prr-;.*

£(le.m and Regard of Sir >/"„«
V.l.i<.n.„, who WM afu-rViS.

'/• —But Taciturn tv net
^'ngoneofthoreQualit;,.

J'j,"

^^"" v^as eminent for. Sir %//•A found that, thro'h. ^i
-^

quentJy tranlpir d even koi^

le fccm'57 1';""' ''" >'''<'>

vcri, I,' .1 * ' »^'<erc Jie w-as

»™i'rr^rF?r'"r

•ncdlrdv I

-^
^"d Band, and im.

,,"='y.l*-»*^<l their CW.p.nv

' ^'''"^'^y »n Pri^atc Cunver.

H A .

'"the rir '''" r -'y

Infomuch, Vat .
^'^'"' "

Duice be^no
^"«2ln nobJe

being b^nl ^^°"'rWiion, who
tJ- d^ad l" '' ^""^'^'^^^ «f

MaderoftheT'^? ^^ »'^''^^'^

^s if he had K
^'"'"''1/"^

^^''/'.^'T,

t*' Count h»,, •

.. ^ itie

"n,i,„, fuir/;'
o" "Wei. h.

"f-*"/ in wl, h V«Vhe ,*'^-

»cft, a huH." "'"''''"'"-

Wr, Ll;.i:/«";s ''
"r-

"=V">'''cCcl,.Yarr;fsrPaul !^ Co'vett^t-^ J
't at.

%i«nUinefs. S/rth".'r'

acquit him /','" '"'finable to

of'iJl^i^, f,^^"M5 ^ia^ Authj;

•J'^c is «ju te . ?"k
""^ ^^'^'t^^r

umomnon^'loVnJ ^""^"^"«

-p-ema"ufirXVJ-
Mauijcr is much morV .h ['^

M;mcr,and...x.:;;r;:a's'^^^^^^^^^

ot the Spck^., 7'*''^ humour

S«.ie,u^ef.u;rnL7^'l:
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And it ts remarkable of the very

P.^rlcn we arc now treating of,

th;.*: fome of his Prologues snd

Epilogues, which ufed to force

Thundcj Claps of Applaufe from

th Audience when fpoken by

himfelf, and according to his own
Conceptions in the writing of

them, appear bi-t flat and inflpid

when we come to read them in

the Clofct.—1 do not mean this,

however, in any Degree to de-

preciate Mr. Hainet'& Merit.—
That he poflefTcd a great Share

of genuine Wit, I do not in the

Icaft queftion j and altho' every

Jcft Book will furnifh Numbers
of droll Turns of Humour, which

are faid to have come from him,

I think I cannot better clofe this

Account of him^ th.-n by the Re-
petition of one undoubtedly au-

thentic Eon Mot of his, handed

down to us by his Cotemporary

Colley Cihber, who, in his jApo-

logy, relates this Story.—" yoe
** hlairesy'^ fays he, ** being afk-

" ed what could tranfport Col/i:r

«• into fo blind a Zeal for thegr:-

•* ncral Supprcflion of the Stage,

•' when only fome particular Aur
•* thors had abufed it, whereas

• the Stage, he could not but
•* know, was gi-reraily allowed,

•* when rightly rondufted, to be

«• a delightful Method of mend-
•« ing our Morals ?"—** For that

" very Reafon,^* replied Haina t

*' Collier is hy FroftJJicn a Moral-
** Mender hiwfflf, and tivo of a
«< Trade, you knctv, can never

•* agre'.'*

HAMitTON, Mr. NcTvhur^h,

•—This Gentleman lived in the

Family of Duke Hami/.iti, and

was probably rel.ited to hisGiace.

He wrote two dramatic Pieces,

entitl (I,

I, Doatinf[ Loners, Com,

%t Fettimat Pktttr, FitQt,

ft

ffeitljcr of theft Pieces met with
Succefs. The firft ef them,
however, was fupported through
three Performances, for the Sake
of the Author's Benefit, whofe
Intereft was fo ftrong, and his

Acquaintance (o extcnfivc, that

he was enabled to lay the Pit and
Boxes together, at the advanced
Price of fix Shillings for each

Ticket.

Hammond, William. — Th Is

Writer is mentioned no where
but in the Britijb Theatre^ wir-n

he is faid to have been, a youi '

Gentleman in the Army, and

have written a dramatic Piece Oi

one Aft, entitled.

Preceptor. Ball. Opera.

Hardham, Mr. John.—This

Author is yet living, and ex-

tremely well known among Pcr-

fons of Genius and Taftc.—He
was horn- at Cbicbefttr, and bred

in the Lapidary or Diamond-cut-
ting Bufinefsj but quitting tlint,

and entcrii;q; into the Snuff" Trade,

became, and ftill ron'inucs to be,

very eminent in that Bufincfs, be-

ing, perhaps, pofielTedof the largeft

Shop and the mod extinfive Trade

of that Kind in or about this

Metropolis. vi». the Black Li^r,

near the Flcet-Markex, in Flat-

Street,—Befides this, he has fcr

fome Years been principal Num-
berer to the Theatre Royal in

Drury liantf.—What Mr. Hard'

i)am\ i'i dvantagcs trom Education

may have been, I never rould

Icam, but, by the Dint of (Irong

natural Parts, he has ren'icr'd

himfelf agreeable to Numbers of

the moft confiderablc Wits .»nd

Critics of the Age, and has even

himfelf made one Attempt in the

dramatic Way, which, altho', I

believe, 't was not even inirndc<l

for the Stage, it> in Print, and

is far from being, devoid of Ge*

'
• 'I
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nitis or poetical Imagination.'—It

is entitled.

The Fortunt-Tellen. Com.
Harris, Mr. Jojepb.—This

Perfon was a Comedian, but of

no great Reputation in his Pro-

feflion.—Vet, as jfaccb informs

us, by the Afiiltancc of his

Friends, he aimed at being an

Author, and produced the four

following dramatic Pieces, all of

which feems to have mifcarricd

in the Rcprefentation, <&/«.

I, The City Bride. Com.
Z. Love's a Lottery, and a TJ't-

f?ian the Pnxe. Com.
3. LcM and Riches retomiltd,

Mafcjue.

4. Tha Mijiakiu Com.
Harrison, Mr. fyniiam.—

This Author was a Man of mean
Employment, being by Trade no
other than a Patten Maker.——
Yet be was efteemec to be Maf-
ter of excellent natural Parts.—
He wrote one Play, which, tho'

it was never aftcd, probably from
Want oi Intereft, is far from be-

ing devoid of Merit j it is tn-
titled,

The Pilgrims. Paft. Trag.
Hatchit, Mr. Of this

Gentleman I know nothing more
than his having been concerned,
in Conjuntticn with M»-s. Elixa
Htynuood, in the converting Mr.
Fic/dr/s Tragedy of 'lorn Ibumoy
into a Ballad Opera, which was
ftt to Mufick, aiid performed un-
der the Title of
The Opera of OptritSy

and having brought one Play on
the Stafc, entitled,

The Rival Fatbtr. Trag.
Havard, Mr. tfilltam.-^—

This Gentleman is ftil) livinp,

and at prefent an Adtor belong-
ing to the Theatre Royal in Dnny
Lane.—He is the xSon of a Vint-
ifi- in DuJ'lin, and ftrved his
lime as Apprentice toaSurjcon

}

H A
but, having an early InclinattoA

for the Stage, he quitted the Pro-

fcflion he was intended for, and

engaged himfelf firft at the The-
atre in Ge9dman*s-Fie/ds, from

whence he removed to the The-
atres Royal, in both which he at

difiTe.enr Times has been receiv-

ed. As an Adtor he ftands in

very good Eftimation with th«

Public- -His Perfon is comely

and fcnteel, his Voice cleat and

articulate, and his critical J«dg-»

mcnt, and perfeft Underftanding

of the Meaning of his Author*

ftine forth confpicuoufly in every

Part he performs.—He does not

want Feeling, but, from a De-
gree of Monotomy, which fcemt

natural to his Voice, he fome-

times falls {hort with RefpeA to

empafljonpd Execution.—He is,

however, always decent, feniible

and perfect, and has acquired an

Eafc in his Manner and Deport-

ment, which it is uncommon to

meet with, and which renders bini,

if not a capita!, at leaft a very ufe-

ful Performer j and if, on any
Occafion, Neccflity or Accident

throws him into Parts which
may appear above the Rank of

Charadters in which he ufually

appears, heconftantly makes Way
thro' them with lefs Difgvift than

feme Performers A'ould do, who,
with greater particular Beauties,

intciminple an equal Number of
glaring deformities.

As an Author. Mr. Havard
(lands nearly in the fame Predi-

cament that he does as ?n Adtor,

for, tho' much inf^nior to our

firft Rate Drainatifts, he is at

the fjmi." Tiine as greatly fupc-

rior to many, whoft Picwes have

even met with Sucttfs.—CJood-

Senl'e, Corrrdtncfs snd Scnfibility

run ihro' his Writings, and tho'

he does not jflonini u* with the

fubliine Flaflics of a ShuAeJpeare,

or

i h

f
I >

,ii
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•r touch our Hearts with the

tender Scnfations of an Ottuay,

yet he neither ftarts out into the

puerile Bombaft of a Banks, nor
ilnks into the infenfible profaical

Coldnefs of zTrapp.—In a Word,
the fenfible Leflbn of the medio

tutijftmui ibii, ftems to be the
Rule of Mr. Hai-ard's Conduft
both on the Stage and in the
Study, and, indeed, he feems to

have fufficiently availed himfelf

of an Adherence to ihe Maxim
j

the filent Attention conftantly

Mid to his Performance in the

Theatre avouching the Truth of
it on the one Hand, and the

Succefs his dramatic Pieces, ef-

HA
Uadha*n in HertfordJhire.-*-^lrt

1641, he had a Degree of Doc-

tor of Divinity copfrrr'd ort htm.
On the breakin). out ot the

Civil Wars, he wa; made Chap-

lain to Spencer, Earl of North-

ampton, to whom he adher'd in

all his Engagements for the Roy-
al Intereft, and was with him in

the Caftle of Banbury in Osftird'

jhiie at the very Time it made
fo vigorous 1 Defence againft the

Parliament i Forces.——In that

Caftle JVc J, in his Fafii, informs

us, that Mr. tiaufted concluded

his laft Moments in the Year

1645, and was buried wirhin the

Precin£ls of it, or elfe in the

pecially one of them, met with Church belonging to Banbury.

on their Reprefcntation, evincing

it on tne other.—The Names of
his Flsys, which are three in

Number, are as follow,

1, King Cn/iUhXi I, Trag.

a. RxGULus. Trag.

• 3, ScANDERBCG. Trag.

JMrt Havard is, moreover, in his

private Chara£ler, extremely a-

miable, being polite, humane
and friendly.—In a Word, he is

generally efteemed and beloved

by all who know him^ and when-
ever he /hall be obliged to quit

the great Stage of Life, Society

^^ill lofc a valuable Member, and

the Theatre a ferviceablc and or-

namental Pillar.

Hausted, the Rev. Mr. Pe
ttr,—This Gentleman was born

Both Langbaint and Tyood give

this Atithor the Charafter of a

very ingenious Mnn and a good

Poet } all the Teftimonials we

have extant of the latter Charac-

ter, are a fmall Poem, called a

LeSiurs to the People , and one

dramatic Piece, which it is pretty

apparent, from the very Title

Page the Author has prefixed to

it, met with but indifferent Sue-

cefs.r—It is entitled.

The Rival Friends. Comt
Hawkins, Mr, fViUiam,'^

This Gentleman is now living,

and is a Fellow of Pembroke Col-

lege, Oxford. He has obliged

the Public with but two drama-

tic Pieces, the firft only an Al-

teration of a Tragedy of the im*

at Oundle in Northarr.piov.piire, to- mortal Shakrfpeare ; in which in-

wards the Beginning of the Reifn deed it wtre to be wiflied that he

of King James the firft.-~Hc re-

ceived his Education in i^u-ens

College, Cambridge, where, after

paflftng thro' the proper Excrcifei,

he took his Degree as Mafler of

Arts, and, after -pitting the U-
nivcrfity, entering into holy Or-
ders, he became, firft, Curate of

Vppiygliiim in Rutland/hire, and

eQX Time afterwards Reclor of

had either fix'd on the Story on-

ly, and made the Conduft and

Language of it entirely his own,

or elfe that he had t.iken fomc-

what lefs Libtrty with his Ori-

ginal, fince, .18 it now ftinJsi
j

there rppcars too great n DilTimi-

larity between the d.ftcrcnt r.iilsj

of it, to render it pcrfcrtly p'>-'J-.

fmg, either as the W:irk oil
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S^ah-fpeare or of Mr. Ilan'klnt,— Mr. Heidegger in the Management
of the Opera Houfe in the llay-

matkff, and that therefore in that

Light only he has fignod his

Name to the Dedication of the

following dramatic Pieces per-

formed at that Theatre, the Au-
thors of which were probably ob-
fcure Hirelings, employed by this

Gentleman to write, or rather

put together, a Set of Words, the

only Merit requir'd in which was
an Aptncfs to go well by Way of
Accompanymcnt to, or Vehicle

for, thofe Italian Airs and Voices,

which were to charm away the

Senfcs and drain the Pockets of
all the I'erfons of either real or

pretended Tafte in this poor in-

fatuated Nation.—The Titles of
the Pieces, which I thus find with
his Name to them as Dedicator,

are the fix following.

I. ASTYANAX. Ital. Op.
a. Flavius, King of Lum*

BARDY. Ital. Op.

3. Ptolemy, King of E-
GY»T. Ital. dp.

4. RoDELiNDA. ^/een ^
LoMBARiiv. Ital. op.

5. TaMERF. ANE. l!al. Op,
6. Vespaman. Ital. Op.
Head, Mr. Richard. This

Author was the Sou of a Minif-
ter ifi Ire/and, who, being mur-
dcr'd, among many Thoufands
more, in the dreadt'ul Martacre in

that Kingdom in 1641, Mrs.
Head, with this Son, then but

young, caire over to England,

Tlic Play, thus alter'd, is

Cymbelinx. T,
The other Piece, which may
more properly be called his own,

is far from wanting Merit, and

is entitled,

Henry and Rosamond.
Trag.

Hawks, Mr.—Of this Gen-
tkman I find no farther Mention

made than bareley his Name, and

tlut he was the Author of an un-
fuccefsful Piece, called.

The Country Wedding. Tragi-

Comi - Paftoral - Farcical-

Opera.

Hawksworyh, yoiw, L,L.D.

—This Gentleman is ftill hving,

and has been more remarkable

for his Effitys in a periodical Pa-

per, entitled the Adventurer,
vhofe Merit certainly ftands

(Wrongly in Competition even with

the celebrated SpcHaton and Ram'
blcrs, than fof his dramatic Pieces.

However, what little he has done

in the dramatic Way, is far from

wantiug Merit, and may be fccn

in the following Lift.

1. Edgar and Emmelink.
Fairy Tale.

2. Oroonoko. T. (alter'd

from Souticrne.)

3. ZiMRi. Oratorio.

Beiides thefe, he has, not long

fmcc, favoured the World with a

»cry ingenious Romance in the

Eaftcrn Manner, entitled Almo-
rar and Hamet, which, however,
cxclufive of it's being foreign ,to where, having been train'd up in

our prefcnt Pur 'r, is too recent Learning, he was fent, thro' the

in every one's ...quaintance to Fricndfliip of feme Pcrfons whc
nefd any farther Mention here. had had a Regard for his Father,

Ha\m, Mr. Nid'o/as.—What toOA/cr«y, aniicomphated his Stu-

Country this CentJeman was of dies in the very famcColhgc that
I know not, nor whether he was his Father h.id formerly beionged
hlmfelf the Author of the Pieces to,—HisCircumftanccs, however,
to which his Name is prefixed ; being mean, he v as taken away
1 im apt to believe, bowever, that from the Univerfity before he hvl
^t Wiis a German, and frecede^ got aay Degree, and was bound

Appr«ntic«
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HE
Apprentice to a Bookrellcr, and

•\vhen out of his Time married,

and fet up forhimfclf ; but, hav-

ing a ftrong Piopenfity to two
pernicious Paflions, •viz. Poetry

and Gaming, the one of which

J.S for the moft Part unprofitable,

and the oth^r almoft always de-

ftruftive, he quickly ruined his

Circumftanccu, and was obliged

to retire for a Time to Ireland.—
Here he wrote his only dramatic

Piece, which was entitled.

Hie & ubique. Com.
By this Piece he acquired very

great Reputation and fome Mo-
ney ; on which he returned to

England^ reprinted his Comedy,
and dedicated it to the Duke of

Monmouth j but, meeting; with

no Encouragement, he once more
had Recourlc to his Trade of

Bookfelling.—But, no foonerhad

he a little recover'd himfelf, than

he again lent an Ear to the Syren

AlKnements of Plealure and Po-
etry, in the latter of which he

feems never to have made any

great Proficiency.—He failed a

ftcond Time in tlie World j on

which he had again Recourfe to

his Pen for Support, and wrote

feveral different Pieces, particu-

larly the firft Part of the Engiijh

Rogus, in which, however, he

had given Scope to fo much Li-

centioufnefs, that he could not

get an Imprimaiur granted to it,

till he had expunged fome of the

moft lufcious Defcriptions out of

it.—To this firft Part three more
•were afterwards added by Mr.
Head, in Conjundlion with Mr.
Francis Kiikman, who had alfo

been his Partner in Trade.

The Biifinefs of an Author,

however, and it's Emoluments
being very prcvariouF, it appears

from fVmfiiwie;, who was perfo-

, nally acquainted with him, that

H E
he afterwards met with a gre-,t

many CroflTes and Afiliftions, and

was at laft caft away at Sea as lie

was going to the Jjle of Wight, in

the Year 1678.

Heidegger, John Jamet

^

Efqj—-This Gentleman I imagine

to have been by Birth a Dutchman

or Fleming,——He was for many
Years Manager of the King's

Theatre, or Opera Houfe, in the

Heymarket j by which he raifed a

very large Fortune,—Among the

infinite Number of new Pieces,

which are annually brought on

at that Theatre, and are for the

moft Part as regularly forgotten

by the following Seafon, I find

the following with Mr. Heideg-

ger % Name annexed to the Dedi-

cation, visi.

1. Almahide. Iial. Op.

2. Amadis 0/" Gaul. Ital,

Opera,

3. Antiochus. Ital.. Op.

4. Arminius. Ital. Opera.

Mr. Heidegger died about the Year

1750.
He MINGS, Mr, William,

This Gentleman v.-as Son of John

HemingSy the famous Player, who

was Cotemporary with Shakes-

peare, and whofc Name we find,

together with thofe of Burbidgt^

Cor/del, Taylor, &c. before the Fo-

lio Edition of that Author's

Works.—He was born at Lender,

about the Beginning of the Reign

of "Jama I. and received his Edu-

cation at Chriji Church College in

Oxford, where he was enter'd as

a Student in the Year 1621, and

in 1628 took his Degree cf Ma-

tter of Arts.—During the Time

of the Troubles he wrote (bmc

dramatic Pieces, which were it

that Time very well efteeni'rf.
|

and after the Reftoration were

revived with great Siicceis.

—

Their Titles are as follow,

I. Th«|

!- '.*
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fore, tho* fomewhat foreign to

the Purport of this Work, be

found in the following Lift, viz,
• The Female Upe^atory 4 vol.

Epifilefor the Ladies, 2 vol.

Forttivase Foundlings \ vol.

Advertures of Nature^ \ vol.

Hiji. ofBiiJy 1 boughtlefs, 4 vol,

i . Jenny and ^emtny jft^fjiamy, 3 v.

'i hiwfibk Bipyy 2 vol.

Hufhand and JVtfe, 2 vol.

and a Faniphlet, entitled^

A Frejeiitfor a Servant Maid,
When young, flje dabbled in dra-

mat c Poetry, but with no great

Succefs.—None of her Plays ei-

ther meeting with much Appro-

bation at the firft, nor having

been admitted to Repetition fin<:e.

»—Their Titles were as follow,

I. Fair Captive. T,
, 2. Frsdejiick Duke of
;. Brunswick. T.

.3. Opera of Operas, (joined

with Mr. Hatchet.)

4. JVife to be lei. Com.
She had aifo an Inclination for

the Stage as a Peiformer, which
appears from her having a£led a

principal Part in her own Co-
medy of the Wife to he kt, and

her Name ftanding in the Di;^ma

of a Tragedy, entitled, the B.i'val

Father^ written by Mr. Hatchet,

^'Gentleman with whom fhe ap-

pears to have had a clofe literary

intimacy.

As to the Circumftanccs of

Mrs. //tjioWs Life, very little

Light feems to appear ; for, tho^

the World feem'd inclinable, pro-

bably induced by the general

Tenor of her earlier Writings, to

affix on her the Charafter of a

Lady of Gallantry, yet I have ne-

ver heard of any particular In-

trigues or Connexions diieftly

laid to her Charge; and have been

credibly informed that, from a

Suppofition of fome improper

Liberties being taken vith her

HE
Chnidcr after Death, by the In-

termixlure of Truth and Falftood

with her Hiftory, /he laid a fo-

lemn Injun£lion on a particular

Perfon, who was well acquainted

with all the Particulars of it, not

to communicate to any one the

leaftCircumftance relating to her;

fo that probably, unlefs fome veiy

ample Account fhould appear from

that Quarter itfelf, whereby her

Story may be plac«;d in a true and

favourable Light, the World will

ftill be left in the dark with Re-

gard to it.—All I have been able

to learn is, that her Father w:s

in the Mercantile Way, that flic

was born at London, and that, at

the Time of her Death, which

was, I think, in 1759, fiie was

about iixty three Years of Age.

With Refpeft to her Ccnii;!

and Abilities, her Works, which

are very numerous, muft flar.d i:i
j

Evidence j but I cannot help ob'

ferving, as to her perfonal Ch.i-j

radler, that I was told by one

who was well acquainted with!

her for many Years before her|

Clofe of Life, that (he w as good-j

natured, affable, lively and en-j

tertaining; and that, whateveii

Errors (he might in any Relpcf

have run into in her youthmj

Days, flie was, during the wl

College.
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College—Here he received thofe

ufcfiil Parts of Education, Gram-
mar and Logic; and in 1553 took

his Degree as Maftcr of Arts, and

was admitted to a Probationary

FellowHiip in that College, where

he gjined a Superiority overall his

Ftllow Students in Difputations at

the Public School, and wis (as ap-

pears from an Oration written in

his Praife by David De la Hyde,

entitled De Ligno & Feeno) nomi-

nated there Rex Regni Fabarum,

or a Kind of Chrijinias Lord.

Langbaine and Jacob both fay that

he quitted this College, at which
he only pafTed his younger Days,

for a Feliowfliip in All-Souh Col-

lege in the fame Univerfity.—

But Wood info ms us, that, hav-

ing been guilty of fcveral Mifde-
meanours, fuch as are peculiar to

Youth, Wildnefs and Rakiflinefs,

which in thofe Days were pu-

niflicd with j'reat Severity, and

which probably he run into the

more readily from being, in Con
fequtnce of his Father's quitting

Er.glandy left very early to him-
fclr, he was obliged, in Order to

prevent Expulfion, to refign his

Fellowfhip, upon a third Admo-
nition from the Warden and So-
ciety of Mo-ton College, on the
4th oi Jpril 1558.
Soon after this he quitted Eng-

lar.J, and, going over to St. 0-
tiiif^, entcr'd himfejf into the
Society of ycfus at that Place,

from whence, after having fpcnt

two Ycr.rs in the Study of Divi-
fii'y among the Priefts, he was
fent to Diling in Siuitzerlard,

where he fpent upwards of fcven-
t«n Years in difcufling certain

Points of Controverfy among
thofe whom he called Heretics

j

in which Time, on Account of
liis diftinguiflied Learning, and
liis ardent Zeal for the holy Mo-
•licr, he was promoted to the

H E
Degree of Do£tor of Divinity and

of the four Vows.
In the Year 158 1 Pope Gn'gory

XIII. ca!''d him away from Di-

r to plant him at trie

f , -"irft Miflion of >•
'; in which Office,

ii'ng.

He
fail

bei

his J

as Pr.

great Kingdom,

.e Metropolis of

y, and eflecmed

: he Order in that

he ran into great

Luxury and Magnificence, afFe£l-

ing more the exterior Shew of a

Grandee than the Humility of a

Prieft, and Supporting as fplcndid

an Equipage as Money couid then

furnifli him with.

Dr. Fuller, in his Britljh Wor-
thies, CLondon, p. 222.) has run

into an Error with Refpcft to our

Author, telling us that he was

executed in the Reign of Queen
Elizabeth.— But Anth. a IVood

(Atben. Oxon. Vol. I. Col. 252.)
informs us, that he paid the great

Debt to Nature at NapleSy on the

9th of yar. 1598, and S\t Rich-

ard Baker relates, that he was
one of the Chief of the feventy

Priefts that were taken in 1585.
and that, when fome of them
were condemned, and the reft in

Danger of the Law, her Majefty

caufed them all to be fljipped

away, and fent out of England:

From vyhence it feems probable,

that he went immediately to

Rome, and at length fettled in the

City of Naples, where he con-

tradled an Intimacy with that

zealous Catholic yobn Pitjeus, by
whom h:' is fpoken of with great

Refp-£l and Honour.

This Account feems alfo con-
firmed by a Copy of Verlcs, pre-

ferved by Sir yahn Harrington,

which weie written by this Au-
thor on his being taken and car-

ried to Prifon, and the Readinef*

fliewn by the Earl of Pfarivic':

to afford him Relief.~ Which
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HE
lad Circuxnftance he hints at, in

the following Words,

— Thanks to that Ltrd that wilh
me goodf

For I want all Tbingif faving
Hay and tVood.

During the Courfe of his Stu-

dies at the Univerfity, he tranf-

lated three of thofe Tragedies

which arc attributed to Seneca,

^i^.

1. Herculf.6 furentt T,
2. Thyestes. T.

3. Troas. T.
He has chofen an ancouth Sort

of Vcrfe for thefc Tranflations*

•vix. that of fourteen Feet.—Yet
he has been very correfl in the

Meaning of his Author, where
he has ftuck to the Original, and
in fome Alterations, which he
has profefTcdly matte in the Con-
dufl of the Pieces, has fliewn

great Judgment and Ingiauity.

Hkywood, Mr. yaitw.—.This
Poet ij one of the very firft dra-

matic Writers that this Ifland

produced j he was born at Narth
Mimzy near St. Albam in Htrt-

ffirdjhire, and received the firft

Ruiiinnents of his Education at

Oxford } but the Sprightlinefs of

liil Difpofttion not being well a-

dapted to the fedcntary Life of an

Academician, he went back to

his Native Place, which being

}n the Neighbourhood of the great

Sir Tbo Moore, he prcfcntly con-

tra£led an Intimacy with that Pa-

tron of Wit and Genius, who
introduced him to the Knowledge
and Patronage of the Princefs

Mary —lltyu'oC'd't ready Wit and

Aptncfs for Jeit and Repartee,

together with the Poffemon of

great Skill both in vocal and in-

i^rumottal Mufic, rendered him a

Favorite with lUnry VIII. who
(rc^ucotly rewarded him very

H E
highly.—^-On the Acccflion of
Edward VI. he ftill continued in

Favour, tho* the Ajithor of the

Art of Englifii Poetry fays, it was
" for the Mirth and Quicknefs of
" Conceit, more than any good
" Learning that was in him."—
When his old Patronefs, Queen
Mary, came to the Throne, he
ftood in higher Eftimation than
ever, being admitted into the

moft intimate Converfation with
her, on Account of his happy
Talent of telling diverting Stories,

which he did to amufe her pain-

ful Hours, even when /he was
languifliing on her Death Bed.

At the Deceafe of that Prin.

ccfs, however, being a bigottcd

Roman Catholic, perceiving that

the Proteftant Interefl was likely

to prevail under the Patronage of

her SucccHbr Qtieen Elixahetht

and perhaps apprehcnnve, that

fotne of the Severities, which had

been praAil'ed on the Protcila»ti

in the preceding Reign, might
be retaliated on thofe of a con •

trary PerfuaHon in the cnfuing

one, and more efpcclally on the

peculiar Favorites of Qu^. Mary,
he thought it beft, for tHc Secu-

rity of liis Perfon, and the Pre

fcrvation of his Religion to quit

the Kingdom.—Thus, throwing

himfelf into a voluntary Exile,

he fettled at Mtcklin in Brabant,

where he died in 1^65, leaving

feveral Children behind him, to

all of whom he had given liberal

Educations.—-Among the reft wa;

Jajper, fome Account of whom
we gave in the laft Article.

From what hus been faid above

his Charad^L-r in private Life may

be gathcr'd to have been that of

a fprightly, humourous and cn-

tcrtainingCompanion.— .Ar aPoct

he was held in no inconfidcrablc

Kftccm by his Cotemcoiarics,

iho' none pf his Writings rx-

tendc4



HE
tended to any great Length, but

ioem, like his Converfation, to

have been the Refult of little

fudden Sallies of Mirth and Hu-
mour.—His longeft Work is en-

titled /4 Parable of tie Spider and
th, Fly, and forms a pretty thick

Quarto in Old Englijh Verfe, and
printed in the Bluck Letter.—By
Way of Frontifpiect to this Book
is a wooden Print of the Author
at full Length, and mull proba-

bly in the Habit he ufually wore

}

for he is dieft in a Fur Gown,
fomewhat refembling that of a

Mafter of Arts, excepting that

the Bottom of the Sleeves reach

no lower than Kis Knees.—He
has a round Cap on his Head and
a Dagger hanging to his Girdle,

and his Chin and Lips are clofe

fliaven.

His other Works arc, a Dia-

logue compofcd of all the Pro-
verbs in the Evglijb Language,

and three Quarto Volumes, con-

taining five hundred Epigrams.

—None of his dramatic Works,
which are fix in Number, have
extended beyond the Limits of an
Interlude.—The Titles of them
arc as follow,

1. Four P":, Interlude.

2. Play benveeti John tbeHuf-
hand, Tib the l^'ife, and
Sir John tbe PruJ}. In-

terlude.

3. Play between r^t^ Pardon-
er, the Friar, the Cu-
» A T E, ar.d Neighbour

Prat. Interlude.

4. Play of Ccntlenrfi and Ke-
biltty. Intctluk.

5. Play of Love. Interlude.

6. Play of the fVeutber, In
tcrludc.

PliUips and IVinJIanlty have attri-

buted two other Pieces to him,
%ir„

The Pind.ir of VlAKlTltLV,
fhihtat, Scotch,

'*' n E'

but Langbait.e rejefts their Aa«
thority, and I think with very
good Rcafon, as both thofc Pieces

ate printed anonymous, and the
one was not publiflted till twen-
ty, the other not till upwards of
forty Years after this Author's
Death.

I do not find any Writer who
afcertains the exadl Time of
John Hcyrvood^a Birth, or his

Age at the Time of his Death,
but he could not have died a
young Man, as we find him to
have furvivcd the Birth of his
Son yafper by full thirty Years.

Hey WOOD, Mr. Mattheiv.—^
I do not find ahy fuch Perfon
mentioned by any of the Writers
but JVinftanlty, who, (Lives of
the Poets, p. 97 ) nftcr mention-
ing yohn, Thomas and yaj^er Hey-
tuood, adds, •* and, as if the
" Names of Heywood were defti-

" nated to the Stage, in my Time
" I knew one Matthew Htywood,
" who wrote a Comedy, call'd,

" The Cbangling,
'* that fhould have been ai£lcd at
" Audley-End Houfe, 6ut, bv I
** know not what Accident, waS
** prevented."

It is difficult to controvert

what our Author thus aircrts on
his Knowledge, but fP'in/iarley

was very liable to Miftikes, and,

it is well known that there is «
Comedy of that Name txtant,

which was written by Middleton

and Rcttflf^ iti Conjun^flion, and
that no other i^andi in any of
the Catalogues. « •

Hey WOOD, Mr. Thskai.-^-m

This Author wa-, an Aftor as

well as a Wr tcr, and flouriflicd

in the R<igns of Queen Flt^^aleth,

King famfi I. and King Ctarlet I,

tho' what pt'ticular Year p»t
him to the World, orrobb'd it of
him, fcems not cafy to afccrw

tain.—He •pncars to have btan ^
[ Q..3 J
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H E
Native of Lirethjhiret from a

Copy- of Verfcs to his Friend

yamtt Terke, on his Book of He-
raldry, prefix'd to that Work.—
He was certainly the mcfl: volu-

minous dramatic Writer that this

Nation, or indeed any other, ever

produced , excepting the ceic-

brated Sfamfi> Play-Wright, Lo-

pex de Vega, for, in the Preface

to one ot his Plays, called the

Englifif Travellers, he tells us,

that it was one prcferved amongft
two hundred and twenty, in

vhich, fays he, *' I had either
•* an entire Hand, or at leaft a
•* main Finger."—Of this pro-

^gious Number, however, all

the Writers agree in the Opinion,

that there are only twemy-four
remaining.——For this different

Reafont might perhaps be aflign*

<d.—Thofe that fVinfitnley has

given us are romantic and extra-

vagant to the greateft Degree—
<Mt is faid {rt\^% JVinftmlty

)

«« that he net only aAe4 himfelf
«• every Day, but alfo wrote every
**. Day a Sheet } and, that he
** might lofe no Time, mjsjr of
«* his Plays were compofed in
** the Tavern, on the Backfidc
" of Tavern-Billl^ which may be
** the Occafion that fo many of
** them are loft.'*^—But (his Ac-
count is incflinriftent with all Be-

lief, for, befides, that it is not

apparent that Hiywoul s Circum-
fiances were fver fuch as fliould

compel him to make fuch Shifts,

or that a Man, who was a con-

flant Fre^vcntcr of Taverns,

fttould at the fame Time be fo

•fcnuiiotis, as to make Ufe. of

Bills to fpare himfelf the ExpencJT

Af a few Sheets of Paper ; yet,

had even this been the Cafe, }t

vmild not occafloo tHe Lofs of

kis Piercft, Tmce, bcfoM they

«ouki poflibly be performed, thsfc

Scvofit nuift kam beta al colkA-

to be the moll rational

f
fdr, tho' it is probable tliat

H E
ed together, and tranfcrlbcil in
Fody, for the Ufe of the Perfor-
mers and Prompter.—Bur, the
Reafons he himfelf has given us
in the above-m°ntioned Preface-

feem
ones

fo aftive a Genius as it is evi-

dent, from the Bulk of his

Works, Mr. Hiytvood\ muft have
been, could never be idle, nor
afford to lofe any Time, or even
let a fingle Thought pafs by him
unemployed at the very Moment
it occurred ; and that, confc-
quently, he might have planned
fome of his Plays in Taverns, and
even have fecur'd fome occafional

Hints, by penning them down on
the Back of Tavern Bill<!, or ary
occaiional Scraps of Paper he
might have about him

j
yet, it

is extremely unlikely that he
ihould fuffisr thofe Thoughts, he
had been fo careful to prcfcrvr,

to be afterwards loft by an unac-

countable Negligence. — But he

gives, us three very good Reafon-;

for no more of his Pieces having
appeared in Print ; the firft,

•* that many of them, by the
** Shifting and Change of O ni-

" panics," (at a Time when there

were fo wany Th atres it the

Metropolis, and that the Per-

formers . moreover , frequently

travelled the Country) " ba<lVcti
'< negligently Lft."—Thefecond,
" that others of them were ftiii

*• retained in the Hands of (rmt;

** Aftors, who th(^ught it againl^

" their Profit to have them c nic

'• in Print."—And here it \,\\\

be proper ta obfcrve, that at that

Time the Profits of an Author

were not determined by the Suc-

cefs of hii Works, no fuch Thini;

as third Nights being known or

thought of till after the Reflora-

tion, but thut tlie A^ors pur-

chafcd to thcmfdvcs the fole Pro-
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it was entirely fated, it is proba-

ble maoy very good Plays may

have been entirely loft. — The

thiid Reafon he gives us is,

<« that it was never any great

" Ambition in him to be volu-

«« minoufty read."

Thofa of his Works, which

are to be met with in Print, are

as follows,

1. Brassen Age. Hift. Play.

z. ChalUngt for Beauty. 'I'r.-

Com.
Dutchefs ofSvrrohK. Hift.

Play.

Edward IV. Hift. Play.

two Parts.

E>-6Li$H TravtUcr. Tragi-

Com.
. Fjir Mai-d of tit Exchange,

Com.
Fair Maid of the mjl. C,

two Farts.

Fortune by Land and Sea.

Tragi-Cono. (Affiled by

William Rtmtley.)

9. Four ^Prentieet of Lovvov.
Hift. Play.

10. Colden Age. Hift. Play.

IX. Ifyou knvu) not mr, you know

Nobody. Hift. Pluy.

Iron Age. Hift. Play, two

Parts'.

Lancashire WItehet,

Com. (Aflifted by Rich.

Brtme,)

14. Love'i Mifireft. Mafque.

I <;. Maidenhead tueH lofl. Com.
16. Pa/>e of Lvcf tea. Trag.

17. RoBKRT Marl of Hvu-
TiNr.D0N'« Downfall. -

18. Robert Earl of Hun-
tingdom'j ZVafift. Hift.

Pl.-»y.

X9. iL^al King snd Loyal Suh-

jeii. Tragi Com.

3-

4-

5'

7'

8.

neft. Tra^.

Mr. Hfftvood appears to have'

been a very favourite Author with

Langbain-, who ranks him in

the lecond Clafs of Dramatic

Writers, tho' his Cotemporarics

would not allow his Performances

to ftand fo high in Defert, as

may be gather'd from the follow-

ing Lines, which Langbaine has

quoted from one of the Poets of

that Time, who, after mention-

ing fome other Authors^ thus

proceeds.

And Heywoodf

Atlas of tht

12.

'3-

Sage,

Ti' apologetic

Stage
;

Well of tfr Golden Age be could

entreat,

But Uttlt of the Metal be cwtd

Three/core fiveet Boies be cbnf«
tend at a Lttrufi,

For he wtu chrijlui^d in ParnaH*

fus' Pump ;

Yb« Mufes Cojpp to Aurora*i

Bed,

And, ever fnce that Time, hit

Face was red.

It muft be allowed, however, tlrat

he was a good general Scholar,

and a very toUrabie Maftcr of
the Claffical Langpages, as ap-

pears from the great VCi, be made
of the Aacicntt, and his varioua

Quotations from them in his

Works, i-fpecially his Aflor^t

Vinfication, in which he has dif-

play'd great Erudition.— What
kank he hciJ as an AAor, I

know not, but it is probable no
vciy considerable oue, as all his

Biographers arc iiicAt on that

r Head:

i\,\
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, Head j and, indeed, if wc confi-

dcr liow much he wrote, it is

ftarccly poffible to conceive he

could have (o much Time to fparc

fior an Application to thjit Art, as

Vas neccHaiy for the attaining

any Peifc£lion in it.

HiFFERMAN, Df. Paul.—
This Gentleman is an Author
now living ; he is a Native pf
Ire/and, received Part of his Edu-

cation in the Univerfity of Dub'

iittf and I believe took the De-

gree of Dodlor of Phyfic in fome

of the foreign Univerfities j bur,

not having met with any great Suc-

cefs in the Profeflion he was

bred to, he has been obliged to

rtely on his Pen for an additional

Afliftance.—While in Dublin he

was for fame Time concerned in

a public Political Paper, written

in Oppofition to the famous Dr.

Lucas, and, fince his coming

over to this Kingdom, has been

employ'd by the Bookfellers in

various Works of Tranflation,

Compilement, &C.—A Circum-

Aance which, in this Age, bit

too frequently happens to Men of

liberal Educations, whofe Necef-

fitics, obliging them thus to en-

lift under the Banner of Book-

fcUers, their Geniufes have fcarce-

ly ever f.nr Play with the Public,

bat, compelled to pufli forward in

anv Road prefcribed them indif-

criminateiy, without either Time
for Invention, or Leifure for A-
mendment , their Productions

muft necedarily be dull, cold auJ*

erroneous j and many a fertile

Genius, which, unier the auf-

picious Sonfliine ot happier Cir- ^ambridgft of which he was

cumftances, might have grown Fellow Commoner in 1688.

up and yielded to the World the After the -Revolution he follow-

faireft Fruit, has thus been nipp'd ed the Fortunes of K, yams II.

in the ve;y Bud, ani never been into hrance, where he rcfided till

able afterwards to rear its blight- his Death, and, it is faid, re-

ed Head.—But, to return, a- taincd his Wit ?nd Good Hu-

mong the Du^ui't otuvr Wolks^ ^^^^h ^^ ^^th wLicli he h.-^l an

HI
he has produced three dramatltf
Pieces, none of which, however,
met with any Succefs, vi».

1. Choice. Farce.

2. A'rty HippocRATSS. Far.

3. If^ipei of a free People.

Dram. Entert.

Hi G DEN, licnryy Efqj—This
Gentleman was a Member of the
Honourable Society of the Middle
Tmpky during the Reigns of
Jama II. and King William III.

He was a Gentleman of great

Wit, an agreeable and facetious

Comparaon, and well known to

all the fprightly and converfible

Part of the Town.—He was Au-
thor of one dramatic Piece, en-
titled.

The Wary Widi.no. Com.
and, indeed, his Fondncfs for the
convivial and focial Delights

f'-em d to fhew itfelf very appa-
rent even in the Conduft of his

Play, for he had introduced fo

m.iny drinking Scenes into it,

that the Performers got drunk
b.'fore the End of the third Aft,
and, being unable to proceed

with the Reprefentation, were
obliged to difmifs th? Audience.

The Behaviour of the Bear Gar-
den Crititks (as the Author calls

them) on this Occafion, he

ftrongly complains of in his Pre-

face.

HiGGONs, Bevily Efqj—This
Gentleman was Son of a Sir

Thimas Hignrotts, but '"rom what
Part of the Kingdom h s Family
claim'd their Defcent I know
not.—Our Author received his

Education at Irinity Cojicge,

a

\ *
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in his Pre-

HI
inexhauftiblc Fund, undcprefTcd

by his Misfortunes.—The Time
of his Birth or Death, however,

do not appear from any Accounts

that have reachM me.—He wrote

one dramatic Piece, entitled.

The Genercut Conqueror, Trag.

Hill, Jtaron^ Efq; — This
Gentleman, who vtras born in

Beatifort-Buildingi in the Strafidf from the Englijh to the Ottiniun

Feb. lo. 1684-5, Was the eldeft Court, he conqeived a very ftrong

r ^ H I

Our Author left Wcftmlnlier

School in the Year 1699, betng

th?n only fourteen Years of Age j

andy having heard his Mother
frequently made warm Mention

«)f the Lord Pagef, who was a

pretty near Relation of her' s, and

was at that Time at Conjianti'

mpk, in the Rank of Ambaifador

Son of Geo. HI/I, Efqj of Malmf-

iury-Ahbey in PVHtJhire ; and, in

Confequence of this Defcent, the

legal Heir to an cntaiicd Eftate

of about 2000I. per Annum^ but,

'he Indifcretions and Mifcondufts

of his Father having, by a Sale of

the Eftate, which he had no
Right to execute, rendered it

hitherto of no Advantage to

Inclination o^ pjiying a Vifit, and

making hMnlfif known to that

Nobleman J his Defign h«

communicated to Mis. Gregory,

and, meeting with no Oppofuion

from hfr in it, he embarked on

the 2d of March 170O, being

then but juft fifteen, on boaid a

Vefftl that was going to Coti/tan-

tinopk, in which City he arrived

the Family it juftiy belongs to, after a fafe and profperous Voy-
eur Author was left, together age.

with Mr Hiir% other Children, On his Arrival he was receir-

to the Care o^ and a Dependance ed with the utrooft Fwindnefs and

en, hit Mother and Graod-Mo- Cordiality by the AmbaOTador,
ther ) the latter of whom (Mrs. who waa no lefs pleafed than fur-

An"* Creg*ry) was more particu- priced at that Ardour for Im-
larly anxious for hi) Education
and Improvement,—The fiift Ru-
diments of Learning he received

from Mr. Reyrer, of Barrflaple in

provement, which could inJuce

a Youth of his tender Years to

adventure fuch a Voyage, on a

Vifit to a Relation whom he
Dcvonjhire, to whom he was fcnt knew by Charadter only. — He
at nine Years aid, and, on hit immediately provided him a Tu»
Removal from thence , was tor in the Houfe with himfelf^

placed at Weftminflcr School, un- under whofe Tuition he very loon

cicr the Care of the celebrated funt him to travel, being defirous

Dr. Knipe,—Here his Genius foon of indulging to the utmoft that

rsndsred itfelf confpicuous, and, laudable Curiofity and Third of
by enabling him at Times to per- Knowledge , which fcem'd fo

form the Taflcs. of others as well ftrongly imprcflTcd on the amiable
as his owA, frequently procu/d Mind of our young Adventurer.—
for him, from fome of his With this Gentleman, who waf
SchooUFellows of more limited a learned Ecclefiaftir, he travelled

Abilities, an ample Amends for*^Chrough£^/>r, Palfftint, and the
the very fcanty Allowance of greateft Part of the Eafi ; and,

Focket-Money which-^.the Cir- on Lord Pagef.t returning home,
c\jm(hnccs of his Family laid as, that Nobleman chofe to take
him under the Neecflity of being his Journey by Land, Mt. llilf

contented wit^i^ fi«d an Qfportunity of f«ciftg
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grfat Part of Europe, at moft of the Truth (,f it, there are in it a
the Courts of which the Ambaf- great Number of Puerilities,

fador made fome little Stay. which render it far inferior to

With Lord Paget our Author the Merit of hir ''•bfequent Wri-
continued in great Eftimation

j
tings ; in w hicii (Jorreftnefs has

and, it is not improbable, that ever been fo ftrong a Charafte-
his Lordihip might have pro- riftic, that his Critics have even
vided gertteely for him at his attributed it to him as a Fault.—
Death, had not the Envy and Whereas, in this Work, there at

Malevolence of a certain Female, beft appears the Labour of a ju-
who had great Influence with venile Genius, rather chufing to

him, by Fal/hoods and Mifrepre- give the full Rein to fiery Fancy,
fentations, in great Meafure, pre- and indulge the Imagination of

vented his good Intentions to- the Poet, than make Uit of the

wards him.—Fortune, however. Curb of cooler Judgment, or aim
and his own Merits, made him at the Plainnejs and Perfpicuity

Amends for the Lofs of this Pa- of the Hiftorian.— About the

tronage ; for his known Sobriety fame Year he publiflied his firft

and good Underftanding recom- poetical Piece, entitled Cami/lus,

ihended him foon after to Sir in Vindication and Honour of the

William fVenfuorthf a worthy Ba- Earl of Peterborough, who had
ronet of Torkfijire, who, being in- been General in Spain,— This
dinable to make thii Tour of Poem was printed without any
Europe, his Relations engaged Author's Name j but Lord Peter-

Mr. Hill to accompany him as a borough, having made it his Bu-
Sort of Governor or travelling finefs to find out to whom he was
Tutor, which Office, tho' him- indebted for this Compliment,
felf of an Age which might ra- appointed Mr. Hill his Secretary;

ther bt cxpefted to require the which Poft, however, he quitted

being put under Tuition itfelf, the Year following, on Occafion

than to become the Guide and

Director of others , he exe •

cuted fo well, as to bring home
the young Gentleman, after a

Courfe of two or three Years,

very greatly improved, to the en-
tire Satisfaction, not only of him-
felf, but of all his Friends.

In the Year 1709 he com-
menced Author, by the Publica-

tion of an Hiftory of the Ottoman

£mpire, compiled from the Ma-
terials which he had colle£led in

of his Marriage.

In 1709 he was alfo made
Mafter of the Theatre Royal in

Drurj Lane, and, at the Defirc

of Mr. Booth, wrote his firft Tra-

gedy of Elfrid, or the Fair h-
conjlant.—This Play was written

in little more than a Week, on

which Account it is no Wonder
that it Hiould be, as he hlmfelf

has defcribed it, " An unprnn'd
** Wildeinefs of Fancy, with heiie

'< and there a Flower among the

the Courfe of his different Tra-W Leaves ; but without any Fruit

vels, and during hs Refidcncc at " of Judgment."— This, how-

the Turkijh Court.—This Work, ever, lie.^lter'd, and brought on

tho* it met with Succefs, Mr. the Stage again about twenty

///// frequently afterwards repent- Years afterwards, under the Ti-

.ed the haviqg printed^ and would tic of ultbehvold.-—Yet, even in

hitnfelf, at Times, very fevcr^jly its firft Form, ij met with fufli-

criticizc on it j and indeed, to fay cient Encouragainent ta induce

hita
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him to a fecond Attempt in the

dramatic Way, tho' of another

Kind, viz. the Opera of /l/»j/t/(7,

the Mufic of which was the firft

Piece of Compofition of that ad-

mirable Maftcr Mr. Handel^ after

his Arrival in England.—This
Piece, in the Year 1710, Mr.
///// brought on the Stage at tho
King's Theatre in the Haymarhty
of which alfo he was at that

Time Direftor, and where it mtt
with very great and deferved Suc-

ccfs.

It appears, from the above Ac-
count, that Mr. 7f/7/was, at one
and the fame Period, Manager
of two Theatres, both of which
he conduced entirely to the Sa-

tisfaftion ofthe Public
J
and, in-

deed, no Man feem'd better qua*

lified for fuch a St.ntion, if we
may be allowed to form our

Opinion from that admirable

Judgment in theatrical Affairs,

aid peifi.ft Acquaintance, both

with tlje Laws of the Dra-
ma, and the Rules of a£ling,

which h(? gives Proofs of, not

only in a Poem entitled, the y^rt

of jiSIing, and in the Courfc of

his periodical Effays, entitled the

Prompter, which appcar'd in his

Life-Time, but alfo in many
Pr.rts of an Epiftolary Correfpon-

dence which he maintained with
various Perfons of^afte and Ge-
nius, and which have (ince been

publiihed among his pofthumous
Works, in four Volumes in Oc-
tavo.—This Poft, however, he
relinquifhed in a few Months,
from fome Mifunderftandingwith

the then Lord Chamberlain ; and
tho* he was not long after very eai^
neftiy folicited, and that too by a

Perfon of the ArA Diflin£iion anfl

Confcquence, to fake the Charge
on him again, yet he could not
be prevailed on, by injr Mems, to

rc-acceptit, ^' •

H I

It Is probable, howc/er, that'

neither Pride, nor any harbour'd
Hefentmcnt, were the Motives
of this Refufal, but one much •

more amiable, vi'x. an ardent
Zeal for general Improvement,
and an Earneftnefs for the public

Good, which ever attended him
thro' Life, in which he was at

all Times indefatigable, and to

which he, on different Occafions,

frequently facrificed, not only his

Eafe and Satis faftion, but even
large Sums of Money alfo j and,
indeed, this valuable Property of
Public Spirit feems to have been
his Soul's Darling Paflionj for he
himfelf, in one of his Prefaces,

fpeaking of Poetry, tells us,
** that he has no better Reafon
** for wifliing it well than his
•' Love for a Miftrefs, whom he
•* fhoiild never be married to j for
" that, whenever he grew ambi-
" tious. he would wi/h to build
** higher, and owe his Memory
" to fome Occafion of more Im-
** portance than his Writings."—
To this Motive, therefore, I fay,

it is probable that we ought to

attribute his declining the Thea-
trical Direction, for in the fame
Year he married the only Daugh-
ter of Edward Nom't, Efqj of
Stratford in EJiXf and, as the
Fortune that Lady brought him
was very coniiderable, he was now
better able to purfiie fome of his

more public Deiigns than he had
before been.

The firft Projeft which Mr.
Hill fet on Foot, for which he
obtained a Patent, and of which
he was himfelf the fole Difco-

verer, was the making an Oil,

as fweet as that from Olives, from
the Beech Nuts, which are a ve-

ry plentiful Proiluce of fome Parts

of thefe Kingdoms.—This was
an Impiovement apparently and

'-ackovwledgely of great Utility,

i
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and tnuft hiive turned out to great

Advantage, had the Condudt of

It continued in the Hands of the

original Inventor.— But, being

an Undertaking of too great Ex-

tent for his ovkn Fortune fingly

to purfue, he was obliged to call

in the Afliftancc of othcrrj and

took, a Subfcription of twtnty-five

thoui'and Pounds on Shares and

Annuities, in Security of which

he afligned over his Patent in

Truft for the Proprietors, form-

ing fiom amongft thetnfclves a

Body, who were to a£l in Concert

with the Patentee, under the De-
nomination of the Beech Oil

Company.—However, as Man-
kind are apt to be over fanguine

in their £xpc£lations, and too

impatient, under any the lead

Difappointment of thofc Expec-

tations, there foon arofe Difputes

among them, which obliged Mr.

HUl, in Vindication of fome Mif-

reprefentations concerning him-

felf, to publifh a fair State of the

Cafe, by which it appeared plainly

that all the Money, that had hi-

therto been employed, had been

fairly and candidly expended for

the public Benefit, and that the

Patentee had even waved all the

Advantages, to which, by Agree-

ment, he had been entitled to.—
Thefe Difputes, however, termi-

nated in the over-throwing the

whole Defign, without any Emo-
lument either to the Patentee or

the Adventurers, at a Time when
Profits were already arifing from

it, and, if purfued with Vigour^

would, in all Probability, have

continued increafing and penn^Qt.

nent.—Mr. Ht'li procured bis Pa-

tent for this Invention in Offtter

i7i3Mv>nd the Date of his public

Appeal, in Regard to the Aflfair,

is the 30th of Nov. 1716.—^-
Thus, exclofive oftheTimectO-
flo^cd in bringing the Invention

H I

itfelf to Maturity, we fee a full

three Years Labour of a Gentle-

man of Abilities and Ingenuity

entirely fruftrated, thro* the In-

;.'quality of his own Fortune to

carry his Plan into Execution

fingly, and the erroneous Warmth
and Impatience of thofe various

Tempers with which he was, in

Confequence ofthat Infufficiency,

obliged to unite himfelf for the

Perfection of it.

He was alfo concerned with Sir

Robert Montgcmtry, in a Dcfign

for eftablidiing a Plantation of a

vaft Tra£l of Land in the South

of Carolina, for which Purpofc a

Grant had been purchafed from

the Lords Proprietors of that

Province j but here again the

Want of a larger Fortune then he

was Mailer of, Aood as a Bar in

his Way j for, tho' it has many
Years fince been largely culti-

vatcd under the Name of Gnrgia,

yet it never proved of any Advan-
tage to him.

Another very valuable Projcft

he fct on Foot in the Year 1728,

which was the turning to a great

Account many Woods of very

large Extent in the North ofScot-

iandf by applying the Timber,

produced by them, to the Ufes of

the Navy, for which it had been

long erroneoafly imagined, they

were totally unfit.—The Falfity

of this Snppofition, however, he

clearly evinced : for one entire

Vcffcl was built of it, and, on

Trial, was found to be of as good

Timber as that brought from any

Part of the World j and ahho',

indeed, there were not many

Trees in thefe Woods large enough

for Mai^ to Ships of the largeft

Burthen, yet there were Millioni
j

fit for thofe of all fmaller Vef-

fels, tad lor every other Branch
j

of Shlp.Buildii|||.-^In this Un-

yarioMJ
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tureheT,?^'
^•'t even f,x>m Na.

tureherfejf. yet, Mr. Hm Af-
/Jduity and Perfeverance /b .
njoun^ed them alK-For wh/nine irees were bv hi<! n.^^-

Med to venture themfelves onthem down ,1,,. I,i,„ ^ "»"

not He «rfi gone j,in^
„ '

i^anger.----.And now the great

cdTp'diffe'^'^o''"^^^^'^^'^^^^^^
ver^.ndr

""'/'''» o^" this Ri-

poffiWe were another JmpeS-
"jent to his Expedition.JBuCt
ordering great Firea to be made

s.-nr-r^£

Hot! "^'" """'^ «» -he

TW, Defign „„ .fo, fTime, carried on with great^
('«. and turned out to 5™ .Zj
Account, till f„„, of ^t^l"""foB! concerned in it ,k l
P'«Pcr to call off the Ve„ fndWe, f,o™ the Wood, o;Xf
S'ei Vad M*?
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I
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•fc' D"fce and Du° hefrif ^^
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I,!^;,V • * '" ^" Return, hi.

*^«^ain important A/Fair's *« u ;

e^^ltyofaBreachofrS
th^n^inied at the Deftruftfon of rh.greateft Part of what h.

J'-"ereShock'bJ'i*JT''^A
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^"""g.^'
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i

^
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the Public, till about the Year
X738,. when he, in a Manner,
witlrdrewhimrelffrom the World,

by tetiring to Plaiftow in EfftMy

where he devoted himfelf entirely

to Study, and the Cultivation of

his Family and Garden. Yet the

Concerns of the Public became
by no Means a Matter of Indif-

ference to him ; for, even in this

Retirement, he clofely applied to

the bringing to Perfcftion many
profitable Improvements. —- One
more particularly he lived to com-
pleat, tho' not to reap any Benefit

from it himfelf, viz, the Art of

making Pot-A/h equal to that

brought from Rujfia, to which
Place an immenic Sum of Mo-
ney ufed annually to be fent from

thefe Kingdoms for that Article

alone.—In his Solitude he wrote

and publifted feveral poetical

Pieces, particularly an Heroic

Poem, entitled the Faticiad, ano-

ther of the fame Kind, called

the Impart'taly a Poem upon Faithy

and three Books of an Epic Poem
which he had irany Years before

begun, on the Story of Gideon.'—'

He alfo tranfiated and adapted to

theEvgUp Stage Monf. de Voltaire i

Tragedy of Meropey which was the

Jaft Work he lived to compleat j

for, from about the Time he was

foUiciting the bringing it on the

Stage, an Illnefs feized him, from

the tormenting Pains of which he

had fcarce an Hour's Intermiflionj

and, after trying, in vain, all the

Aids that Medicine could afford

him, he at laft returned to Lon-

Jon J in Hopes that his native Air

might have proved beneficial to

htm ; but, alas ! he was paft Re-

covery, being wafted almoft to a

Skeleton, from fome internal

Caufe, which had occafioned a

general Decay, and was believed

to be an Inflammation in the

K.i<ineys, the Foundation ofwhkb

HI
mod probably h^ been laid by
his intenfe and indefatigable Ap-
plication to his Studies.——He
juft lived to fee his Tragedy in-

troduced to the Public, but the
Day before it was, by Command
of FretUn'c Prince of fTa/et, to

have been reprefented for his Be-
nefit, he died, in the very Mi-
nute of the Earthquake, Feh. 8.

'749-50» ofthe Shock of which,
tho* fpeechlefs, he appeared fen-

fible.——iThis Event happened
within two Days of the full Com-
pletion of his fixty-fifth Year,
the laft Twelvemonth of which
he had pafled in the utmoft
Torment of Body, but with a

Calmnefs and Refignation that

gave Teftimony of the moft un-
fliaken Fortitude of Soul.—He
was interred near Lord Codoi-

fhini Monument, in the great

Cloifter of Wefiminfttr-Abbeyy in

the fame Grave with her, who
had, while living, been the dear-

eft to him.
With Regard to Mr. lliir^ pri-

vate Character, he was in every

Refpedt perfectly amiable.—His
Perfon was, in his Youth, ex-

tremely fair and handfome.—He
was tail, not too thin, yet gen-
teelly made.—His Eyes were a
dark Blue, bright and penetra-

ting ; his Hair brown, and his

Face oval.—His Countenance was
moft generally animated by a

Smile, which was more particu-

larly diftinguifliable whenever he
entered into Converfation \ in the

doing which his Addrefs wJsmoft
engagingly affable, yet mingled
with a native unkflumed Dignity,

which rendered him equally the

.^jObjeA of Admiration and Re-
fpeA, with thofe who had the

Plealiire «rf his Acquaintance.—
His Voice was fweet, and his

Converfation elegant j apd io ex-

teofive was his Knowledge in all

^ Subject,

y
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8. Mufes in Mourning, Opera.

9. RiNALoo. Ital. Opera.
(the Plan only laid by this

Author.)

10. Roman Revenge, Trag.
11. Saul. Trag.

32. Snake in the Grafs. Dram*
Eiuertainment.

S^, Trick upon 1 rick. Com,
14. Walking Statue. Farce.
J 5. Zara. Trag.
Our Author feems to have lived

in perfeft Harmony with all the
"Writers of his Time excepting
Mr. Popet with whom he had a
fliort Paper War, occafioned by
that Gentleman's introducing him
m the Dunciad, as one of the
Competitors for the Prize offer'd

«• tnc Goddefs of Dulnefs, in the

following Lines.

Then Hill ej)'ixycl\fcarcenjanifl)'d

out of iiiigbty

lie Iftioys up injiaatt and returns

to Li^kt
J

He bean no Tcken of the fabler

Streams,

And mounts, far off^ among the

Sioaai of Thii.TM.

This, though far the gentleft

Piece ofSatire in the whole Poem,
and conveying at the fame Time
an oblique Compliment, rous'd

Mr. ///// to the taking fome No-
ticeof it, which hcdid byaPoem,
writtenduring his Peregrination in

the North, entitled, The Progrefs

of IVit, a Ca.:tot fur the Ufe of an

evtinint M'ritery which he begins

vith the following eight Lines,

in which Mr. Pope'& too well-

known DiTpofition is elegantly,

yet very fcvcrely characterized. *

TunefulAi. I X J s, e«//fc«Thame8'

fair Side,

The Ladies' Plaything, and the

^Jufii Pride j

HI
frith Merit popular, with fTit

po/ite,

Eafy, tho* vain, and elegant,

tho' light
J

Defiring, and deferving other's

Praifet

Poorly accepts a Fame he ne'er

repays ;

Unborn to cherifb, sneaking-
LY APPROVES,

jind wants the Soul to fpread the

IVorth he loves.

The "Jneakingly approves,'''' in
the laft Couplet, Mr. Pope was
much affe(fled by ; and, indeed,

thro' their whole Controverfy af-

terwards, in which it was gene-
rally thought Mr. Hill had confi-

derably the Advantage, Mr. Pope
feems rather to exprefs his Re-
pentance by denying the OflTence,

than to vindicate himfelf, fuppo-

fmg it to have been given.

Hill, Dr. John.—This Gen-
tleman, who may very juftly be

efteemed as a Phcenomenon in

Literary Hiftory, is yet living,

and perhaps one of the moft volu-

minous Writers that this or any

other Ag« has produced i vet, on

an Examination of his Works, it

will, I am afraid, appear, that

he has juft inverted that Senti-

ment of Horace, which his Name-
Sake laft-mentioned chofe for the

Motto of his fatal Vifion, and that

the DodH>r's Maxim will appear

the dire£l contrary to the

/ not for vulgar Admiration

write
J

To be well read, nit much, is

my Deliglt.

but of this more hejeafttr.—He

is the fecond Son of orf^Mr. Tjf'^-

ophilus Hill, a Clergyman, if 1

miftake not, of either Peterh-

rough or Spalding,—The Vcar of

our
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•ur Author^s Birth I am not ab>

fohitcly afcertained of, but fiiould,

from a Collcflion of Circum-
ftances, be apt to conclude it a-

bout i7i6or 1717, as in the Year

1740 we find him engaged in a

Controverfy with Mr. Rich, in

Regard to a little Opera called

Orpheus and Euridict, in which
much perfonal Abufe appeared on
both Sides.—He was originally

bound Apprentice to an Apothe-
cary, after fcrving his Time to

whom, he fet up in that Profef-

fion in a little Shop in St, Mar-
tin*i Lane ; but, having very early

incumbered himfelf with the

Cares of a Family, by an hafty

Marriage with a young Woman
of no Fortune, the Dauj^htcr of
one Mr. Tauver, who was Houf-
liold Steward to the late Earl of
Bnrlington, and whom he fell in

Love with at a Dancing, he found

the little Bufinefs he had in his

Profeflion infufficicnt for the Sup-

port of it, and therefore was ob-

liged to apply to other Refources

to help out the poor Pittance he
could obtain by his regular Avo-
cation.—Having, during his Ap-
prenticeHiip, regularly attended

on the Botanical Lc^uies which

arc periodically given under the

Patronage of the Company of

Apothecaries, and being pofTcffed

of quick natural Paits and ready

Abilities, he had nuide himfelf a

very complcat Mafter of the prac-

tical, and indeed the theoretical

Part alfo, of Botany ; and, Jiav-

ing procured a Recommendation
to the late Duke of Ridmiovd,

and the Lotd Petrey twu Noble-
men, whofc •Love of Science and

conftant £nc9uragcmcnt of Ge-
nius, ever, difl Honour to their

Country, he was by them em-
ployed in the Regulation of their

rcfpeftive botanic Gardens, and
tlic Arrangement lOf certain cu-

H I

rious dried Plants, which' thejr

were in Pofl'eliion of.—Afliftcd

by the Gratuities he received

from thcfe Noblemen, he was
enabled to put a Scheme in £xe«
cution ' travelling over feveral

Parts o» this Kingdom, to gather
certain of the more rare and un-
common Plants

J a fcleft Num-
ber of which, prepared in a pe-
cul'.ir Manner, he propofed to
pi'l idi, as it were, by Subfcrip-

tion, at a certain Price.—Thi
Labour and Expences attending

on an Undertaking of this Kind^
however, being very great, and
the Number of even probable
Purchafers very few, the Emolu-
ments accruing to him from all

his Induftry, which was indeed
indefatigable, were by no Means
adequate either to his £xpe£la-
tioni or his Merits.—The Stage
now prefented itfelf to him as a
Soil in which Genius might ftand

a Chance of flourlHiing.— But
this Plan proved likewife abor-
tive, and, after two or three un-
fuccefsful Attempts at the Little

Theatre in the Haymarkety and the
Theatre Royal in Covent Garden,
(particularly in the Charadlcr of
the fecond Spirit of Comui, which
he performed during the firft Run
of that Mafquc, as alter'd by Dr.
Dalton, and in the Dramatis Per'

fina of which Mr. Hill'6 Name
may to this Day be fecn) he wsi
obliged to rclinquifti his Prettn-
fions to the Sock and Burtcin, and
apply again to his Botanical Ad-
vantages, and his Bufinefs as aa
Apothecary.

During the Courfe of theft Oc-
currences, he was introduced to
the Acquaintance of Martin
Fo/kes, Efqj the late Prefident of
the Royal Society, to Dr. ji/ex'

tinder Sluarf, Mr. Henry Jiaktr,

F. R. S. and many other Gen-
tlemen eminent in the literary

r R 3 J . and
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andertook was a general Natural

Hiftory, in three Volumes, Polio,

the firft of which, exclufive of o-

ther Writings, he compleated in

lefs than a Twelve-Month.—He
was alfo engaged, in Conjundtion

O
H I

and phllofophical World, by aU
of whom he was received and
entertained, on every Occafion,

with the utmoft Candour and
Warmth of Friendfliip} being

efteemed as a young Man of very

confiderable Abilities, firuggling with George Lnvit Scott, Efq j in

with the moft laudable Afliduity a Supplement to Chamberi'i Dic-

againft the Stream of Misfortune, tionary.——He took on him the

yet, with a Degree of baflifttl Management of a Monthly Pub-
Diffidence, which Teemed an un- lication, entitled the Britijh Ma-
furmountable^Bar to his ever be- gaxine, in which he wrote a great

iag able to ftem the Torrent, or Variety of Effays on different Sub-

make that Figure in Life which
his Merit juftly entitled him to.

—In this Point of View Mr.
HiU appeared for a confiderable

Time, admitted to every literary

AfTembly, e/leem'd and caiefled

by all the Individuals which com-
pofed them, yet indi|ent and dif-

trefs^d, and A>metimes put to

Difficulties for the obtaining even

the common NeceflTaries of Life.

At length, about the Year 1745
or 1746^ at which Time he had
a trifling Appointnient of Apo-
thecary to a Regiment or two in

the Savcy, he tranflated from the

Creek a fmall Trad, written by

^fbeopbraftvsy on Stones and Gems,

jefls ; and was at the fame Time
concerned in many other Works,
—In llhort, the Rapidity of his

Pen was aftoniihing, nor will it

perhaps readily gain Credit with

Pofterity, that while he was thus

employed in feveral very volumi-

nous Concerns at one Time, fome

of which were on Subjefts which
feemed to claim fingly the whole

of his Attention, and which he

brought to Perfe£linn with an

Expedition that is fcarcely to be

conceived, he folely, and without

any Affidance, carried on a daily

periodical EflTay, under the Title

of the InfpeSior.—Nor was this

the only extraordinary Circum-

which, bythe Addition of a great fiance attending on it ; for, rot

Number of very judicious and cu- withH'anding all this Employ
rious Notes, he enlarged into an

0£lavo Volume of three Shillit^i^s

and Sik-pence Price, which form- himfelf, that he was, at the

he

to

cd almnft a compleat Syftem of

that Branch of Natural Hiftory.

—This Work he publiflicd by

Subfcription , and , being ex-

tremely well executed, and as

Arongly recommeti cd by all his

literary Friends, it not only an-

Avercd his F.xpedtations from it

with Refpeft to pecuniary Ad-
vantages, but alfo tftabliHied a

Reputation for him as a Writer,

in Confequencc of which he was
immediately engaged in Works
of more Extent, and of greater

Importjijce,—The firft Work he

fame Time, a conftant Frequen-

ter of ever^ Place of Public A-
mufemcnt. — No Play, Opera,

Ball or Aflembly, but Mr. Hill

was lure to be leen at, where he

collected, by Wholefale, a great

Variety of private Intrigue and

perfonal Scan a), Nvhich he as

freely retaihid again to the Pub-

lic, in his lnff>(tiori and Maga-
xtnes.

But now a Difpolltton began

to fhcw itfelf in this Gcnth-man,

which thofe, who had been the

moft iiuimatc with him in his

earlier
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Is GentU-man,

1
had been the

him in his

earlier

HI
ea.lter Parts of Life, could never

have fufpe^ted in him, vix, an

unbounded Share of Vanity and

Self-Sufiiciency, which had for

Years lain dormant behind the

Maflc of their direft oppofite Qua-
lities of Humility and Diffidence

;

a Pride, which was perpetually

laying Claim to Homage by no
Means his Due, and a Vindic-

tivenefs, which never could for-

give the Refufal of it to him.—
Hence it was that perfonal Abufe
and the moft licentious and un-

candid Scurrility continually flow-

ed from his Pen j every Affront,

tho* ever fo trivial, which his

Pride met with, being afluredly

revenged by a public Attack on
the Morals, Underftandings or

Peculiarities of the Perfon from
whom it had been received.—In

Confequence of this Difpofit'on

we find him very frequently en-

gaged in perfonal Difputes and
Quarrels. "— Particularly in one
with an Irijh Gentleman, of the

Name of Browne, who, on find-

ing himfelf univerfally confidered

as the Perfon intended by a very

ridiculous Charadler drawn in one
of the Infpedon, thought proper

to beftcw fome Corrcftion on him,
not of the gentleft Kind, in the

public Gardens ofRane/agb, which
however Mr. ///// does not appear

to have replied to with any other

Weapon but his Pen.—He alfo

engaged himfcf in a little Paper
War with Mr. IVoodivard,, the

Comedian, in Conftfqucncc of an
Infult that Gjntlcman received,

in the Exetution of his Prof<f-

fion, from a Gentleman in one of
the Boxes Mr. ///// was ailo

extremclv bnfy in the Oppofiu n
aijainft the late Mr. Henry Field-

ing, in that intricate and inex-

plicable AfFair of Eiixabtth Can-
ring. But the mof^ .moortant
Contcft he was ever concwned in

H I

was his Attack on the RoysJ
Society of London^ which, aS

his Writings on the Subject are

of fome Extent, and may be
handed down to Pofterity when
the Caufe of them is forgotten, it

will not, perhaps, be difai^reeable

to my Readers, if I take up a
fmall Portion of their Time in a
Detail of the Origin and Progrefs

of it.

When Mr. Hi/J had ftarted all

at once, as I have before related,

from a State of Indigence and
Diilefs, to tafte the Comforts of

very ci nfidcrable Emoluments
from his Labour, giddy with Suc-
cefs, and elated, beyond Bounds,
with the warm SunAme of Prof-

pcrity, he feemed to be feized

with a Kind of Infatuation.

Vanity took entire Pofleffton of
his Bofom, and bauifhed from
thence every Confiderat)on but of
Self.— His Conveifation turn'd on
little elfe, anfl even his very Wri-
tings were tainted with perpetual

Details of every little Occurrence
that happened to him.—A Paf-

fion forDrefs, Shew and Parade,

the natural Attendants on Self-

Love, now broke forth j he fet

up his Chariot, and, profefTing to

affume the Chara^er of a mttt
Man of Pleafure, Gallantry and
Bon Ton, afl^vicd to exprefs, on
every Occafion, the highefl Con-
tempt lor Biilincfs anu the drier

Kinds of Study —His Railkry
both in Company and in his Wri-
tings frequently turned on thofe
who cioicly .ttachtd themfelves
to FhUol^phical Inveftinations,

more elpecialiy in the Branchs
of Natural I'liilofophy The
Common Plate Wit of tbufmg
the Medal Suaper, the Butttrfiy-

Hunier, the Cockle-shcll-Mer-
chant, Sec. now appeari.ii in fonne

of his niiiguzints and Jnjpif?orSf

and in two or three Pikes he
cvca
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even Jndulgedfomediftant Glance*
of Satire at the Royal Society.—
Notwithftanding which, however,

vhen the Supplement to Cham-
hers^i DiEiicr.ary was nearly fi-

niihcd, ,
the Proprietors of that

Work , very fenfible of the

Weight which an F. R. S. an-

ncxed to thr Author's Name, ever

has in the Recommendation of a

Work of that Nature, were very

defirous that Mr. HUl (who had

juft before this purchafcd a Di-

ploma for the Degree of Dodlor

of Phyfic from the Scotch Uni-
verfity of St, Ardrmvs) fhould

alfo have this Addition as well as

Mr. Scotty his Colleague in the

Work.—In Confequence of this

their Defign, the new Dr. Hill

procured Mr. Scott to propofe him
for EleAion into that honourable

Body } but the Doftor's Conduft

for fome Time pad having been

fuch as had render'd him the Ob-
ieft of Contempt to fome, of

Difguft to others, and of Ridicule

to almoft all the reft of his for-

mer grave and phiiofophical Ac-
quaintances, he now ftood but a

very indifferent Chance for car-

rying an £le£Hon, where an Op-
pofition t'f one third was fuffi-

cient to rcjc£l the Candidate; and

as the failing in that Attempt

might have done our Author

more eflential Prejudice than the

fucceeding in it could even have

brought him Advantage, the late

ingcnions and worthy Prefident

Martiv Folket, Efqj whole Re-

membrance muft ever live in the

higheft Eftimation with all who
ever had the Honour "f knowing

him, notwithftanding that Dr.

Jiill had given him perfonal Oc-

cafion of Offence againft him,

yet, with the utmoft Generofity

and '^andour, advifed Mr. Scott

to difluadc his Friend, for his

«^/) Sake; againft a Defign which

H r

then appeared fo little Probabi-
lity of his fucceeding in.—This
Advice, however. Dr. Hilly in-

ftead of confidering it in the ge-

nerous Light it was meant, mif-
interpreted into a prejudiced Op-
pofltion againft his Intereft ; and
would have perfifted in his In-

tention even in Defpight of it,

had not his being unable to ob-
tain the Subfcription of the re-

quiHte Number of Members to

his Recommendation , obliged

him to lay it afide, from a Con-
vidion that he could not exped
to carry an Election in a Body
compofed of three hundred Mem-
bers, of which he could not pre-

vail on three to fet their Names
to the barely recommending him
as a Candidate.——Thus difap-

pointed, his Vanity piqued, and
his Pride lower'd, no Relief was
left him but railing and Scurri-

lity, for which Purpofe declaring

open War with the Society in

general, he firft publifhed a Pam-
phlet, entitled A Dijfertation on

Royal Societiesy in a Letter from a

Sclavovian Nobleman in London

to his Friend in Sclavonia, which,

belides the moft ill-manner'd and

unjuft Abule on the whole learned

Body, he had been juft aiming,

in vain, to become a Member of,

is interlarded with the groflcft

perfonal Scurrility on the Cha-
raftcrs of Mr. Folkes and Mr.
Henry Baker, two Gentlemen to

whom Dr. Hill had formerly been

under the greateft Obligations^

and whofe rcfpeftive Reputations

in both the m'ral and literary

World, had long been too firmly

eftabliihed for the weak Efforts

of a difappointcd Scribbler to

Otake or undermine.—Not con-

tented v/ith this, he proceeded to

compile together a large Quarto

Volume, entitled a Rtvieiv of the

fFerks cf the Royal Societyy in

which,

^! I*.
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which, by the moft unfair Quo-

tations, Mutilations and Miffe-

prefcntations, Nurr bers of the Pa-

pers, read in that illuftrious Af-

fembly, and publiflied under the

Title of the Philofophical TranJaC'

tions, are endeavoured to be ren-

dered ridiculous.—This Work is

ufhered into the World with a

moft abufive and infamous Dedi •

cation to Martin F(5/*«,Efqj againfl-

whom and the afore-mentioned

Mr. Henry Baker, the Weight of

this furious Afack was chiefly

aimed, fince ofthe few other Au
thors, who have been dragged in

to fuffer the Lafli of the Doctor's

Abufe, much the greateft Part

of them feem to have had no
Claim to his Refentment, but

that of being Correfpondents of,

or their Pieces being communi-
cated by, one or the other of
thefe Gentlemen.—But here a-

gain Dr. ///// met with a Difap-

Bointment j for the Perfons, whom
he had thus unjuftly and ungrate-

fully attacked, being greatly a-

bove the Reach of his Malice, he
found the ill Effefts of it, like a

recoiling Piece, revert on him felf;

the World, inftead of laughing
with him, defpifed him ; thofe,

who would have othejwife been
the principal Purchafers of his

Phil, fophical Writings, were now
too much exafperated to afford

him the leaft Encouragement or
Affiftance.—By giving fo ample a
Scope to perfonal Slander and
fcurrilous Abufe in fome of his

Works, and by his too' great

Hurry and the Impoffibility of
giving a proper Digeftion to o-
thers, he made himfelf fo many
perfonal Enemies on the one
Hand, and wrote himfelf fo out
of Repute, both with the Town
and the Bookiellcrs, on the other,
that at length, even when em-
ployed by the latter, he was 9b>

HI
ligeJy by Contra£l, to conceal

from the former his being the

Author, from the Confideration

that his very Name was fufficient

to damp the Sale of any Piece to

which it might be affixed.—This,

however, did not prevent his en-

gaging in many Works, tho' not

fo vohiminoufly as before, till at

length he hit upon another Me-
thod for getting Money, which,

as I am informed, ftill continues

to bring him a very confuUrable

Income.—This is no other than

the Picparatton of certain fimplc

Medicines, whofe Effedts are ve-

ry ferviceab^ein many Cafer, and,

being moftJy of the vegetable

Kind, are, l believe, very inof-

fenfive in all.—Thefe Medicines,

in Confequence of conftant Ad-
vertifements and Puffiug, have

had a very extenfive Sale and

Confumption, and are, I think,

only of four Sorts, vix. The Ef-
fence of fVater-Dock, Tinllure vf
Valerian, Peroral Balfam of Hq*
Mfy, and Ttnflnre of Bardana,—^

Dr. Hill has, for iome Time paft,

been warmly patronized by the

Earl of ButCy thro* whofe Inter-

eft, I have been informed, he
was .appointed, about two Years

ago, to the Management of the

Royal Gardens, but, by what
Means I know not, the Grant
was never confirmed.—Under that

Nobleman's Patronage, and, I

believe, at his Expence, the Doc-
tor is alfo now publiftiing a very

pompous and voluminous bota-

nical Work, entitled, a Syfiem of
Botany^ of which five Volumes in

Folio, with a great Number of

very elegant and magnificent

Copper-Plates, have already ap-

peared.

And now, having related what
peculiar Circumftances I have

been able to coUecft in Regard to

his Life, it may be cxpeflcd that
*

. . Ifliould

w
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I fliould give Tome Obfervations
with Refpedl to his Charadler

j

yet, thefe I ihall here confine
only to his literary one, and thi?

Rank of Merit which his Wri-
tings ought to ftand in. Dr.
/f/V/'s greateft Enemies cannot de-

ny that he is Matter of great A-
bilities, and an amazing Quick-
nefs of Parts—The Rapidity of
his Pen has been ever aflonifh-

ing, and, I have even been cre-

dibly informed, that he has been
known to receive, within one
Year, no lefs than fifteen hun-
dred Pounds, for the Works of
his own fingle Pen, which, as he
was never in fuch Eftimation as

to be entitled to any extraordinary

Price for his Copies, is, I be-

lieve, at leaft three Times as

much as ever was made by any
one Writer in the fame Period of

Time.—But, had he wrote much
lefs, he would probably have been

much more read.—-The vaft Va-
riety of Subje£ts he has handled,

certainly required futh a Fund of

univerfal Knowledge, and fuch a

boundlefs Genius as were never,

perhaps, known to center in any

one Man'} and therefore it is not

to be wondered at, if, in Regard

to fome, he appears very inaccu-

rate, in fome very fuperficial,

and, in others, very inadequate

to the Ta(k he had undertaken.

His Works, in the Philofophical

Way, are what he fecms moft

likely u> have purchafed future

Fame by, had he allowed himfelf

Time to have digefted the Know
ledge he was poHefTed of, or ad-

hered to that Frecifion with Re-
gard to Veracity, which the Re-
lation of literary Fafts fo rigidly

demands.—His Novels, of which
he has written many, fuch as the

Hiftory of Mr. Loveill (in which

be had endeavoured to perfuade

the World he h«d given it the

HO,
Detail of his own Life) TheAd-
ventures of a Creo/e, The Life of
Lady Frail, Sec. have, in fome
Parts of them, Incidents not dif-

agreeably related, but the moft of

them are no more than Narra-
tives of private Intrigues, con-

taining, throughout, the grofltft

Calumnies, and aiming at the

blackening and undermining the

private Charafters of many rc-

fpeAable and amiable Pcrfon-

ages.>~In his EfTays, which arc

by much the beft of his Wri-
tings, there is, in general, a

Livelinefs of Imagination, and a

Pretttnefs in the Manner of ex-

tending perhaps fome very trivial

Thought, which, at the firft Coup

D'Oei/f is pleafing enough, and

may, with many, be miftaken

for Wit } but, on a nearer Exa-

mination, the imagined Sterling

will be found to dwindle down
into meer French Plate.—A con-

tinued Ufe of fmart Hiort Periodii

bold AflTertions, and a Rotain of

Egotiafms, for the moft Part give

a glitter to them, which, how-

ever, prefently fallies to the Eyc»

and feldom tempts the SpeAator

to a fecond Glance.-i-Ia a Word,

the utmoft that can be faid of Dr.

Hill is, that he has Talents, but

that he has, in the general, either

greatly mifapplicd them, or moft

miferably hackney'd them out.

A3 a dramatic Writer he ftands

in no Eftimation, nor has been

known in thatView by any Thing

but two very infignificant little

Pieces, one of which I have

mentioned above.—Their Titles

are,

I. Orthevs andEuRiDicK.
Opera.

». The Rouf. Farce.

HoADLY, Dr. Benjamin.——'

This Gentleman was a Doftor of

Phyfic, and eminent in his Pro-

fcflion,—He wtj fecond Son o*
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The Doftor was in h;. •

Character, an a;„ abl. h^"'"'
Man, and .nj^^! r "l"'*^

nis iwerit, than the verv nl-^fl^

have need to mention to any oTethe Jeaft converfant with f^ *

liic Sufftaous nufband Com

I'he Time of itZ/' * u
"""«

|«oc only his P.; L*
'*'''° ^as

tionajfoZiif,r t"'"^«^»-
^okh;^5:;;e"ofB^fr ^«
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^"

rompanied m k: * ^^ "^
L .L*^ i "* ^o his own Tnii-

"wy the Doa~T7 '"•

6«"l>fe MM>ner g„aUy j^.

Ho
gratlated him ;„ ^k- p
Count GunZlre ^' '^*''°"' «^
Soon after his Return I,.

;ArchdeaconofS^?;;^f:y^"' «
^e was, h^t Vir3 f T'" '^4«
betters; crW^wUht^T^'^
thers, Doftor of n; • •

^'"'"' °-

now/ theTkI- '^"''^-And

give Priofs of aV " ^T" ^»

Partners, whiVh ^'"' °^ Sf'^d-

^il^
BiametfceST ''"«

of his ancient Frienr ""'"^

fl-gyjthetioro/UrV'r^
«tber to Jive ,„ P ™ '^^^o'«

^f^^ ^ruapairn/^hari"^ '"""5
Compji

with 'the^irT
'>etray,heIntereftsoftheCh."K**
and the Caufe of tU .

^^^"rch,
exiJ'd Sovere gVlFt"" "".'^^P^y
faw the Royal PaTfvr' r'^'*'"

^«

appear defperatP K l
°^^'" f<*

te-porize.
an'd'apTe^r'tor^ -^^

S/t"o^tr^«i^
«ven fo far cofnd^^t'"*'P' ^«
Meafures then 0,1^; '^ ^'^^ ^he

•«it to an E,r .""'^'"'tofub-

i^riars, irorderl't"? > ^^«

duftcd into the R.A ' '''^"« »'""
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lived, hSXfTr'^r'^'-"-
"tionofKir.U^IriS'li^^^-
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^*'"-
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i
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of his Learning and Abilities,

gave him fo fair a Chance for

Preferment, that, notwithftand-

ing his having a£led a tempori-

zing Part, which had greatly in-

jured htm with the Royahfts, it

was probable he would foon have
been raifed to a Biihoprick, or

at the leaft to a very rich Dea-
nery.—But the irrefiftable Mo-

^.

narch fummoned him away from
the Village of Eijley, on the ad

Dif of Off. 1661.—Three Days
after which he was interred at

the Foot of Bilhop Kjng\ Mo-
nument, under the South Wall
of the Ifle, joining, on the South

Side, to the Choir of Cbrifi Church

Cathedral, near the Remains of

William Carfurigtt and jFoifcw Gre'

gory.

His Writings are vepy numer-
ous both in the cia/lical and the-

ological Way, but he has only

left one dramatic Piece behind

him, which is entitled,^

TEXNOrAMlA.
Wood relates an Anecdote in Re-
lation to this Play, which has

fome Humour in it, and there-

fore may not prove unentertain-

ing to our Readers.—He tells us

that this Piece had been pub-

lickly aAed in Chrifi Church Hall,

in the Year 1617, but with no

very great Ap^>laufc.—But that

the Wits of thofe Times, being

willing to dift'nguiih themfelves

before the King, were refolved,

with Leave, to a£t the fame Co-
medy at iVoodJiotk.—Permiflion

being obtained, it was accordingly

a£led, on Sunday Evening, Aug*

a6, 1621.--But, whether itwas

too grave for his Majefly and too

fcholaftic for the Audience, or

whether, as fome faid, the Ac-
tors had taken too much Wine,

before they began, in order to

remove their 1 imidity, his Ma-
jeftjr grew fo tir*d with the Fer-

H O J
formance, that, after the firft

two Afts were over, he feveral

Times made EfFotts to be gone.—

-

At length, however, being per-

fuaded by thofe, who were about
him, to have Patience till it was
over, left the young Men fliould

be (Ufcouraged by fo apparent a

Slight (hewn to them, he did fit

it out, though much againft his

Will.—On which the following

Smart and ingenious Epigram
was made by a certain Scholar.

At ChriftChurch Marriage^ dont

before the King,

Leji that their MatesJhould'want
an Offerings

The King himfelf did cffer.^^

TVhat, Ifray?
He offer'd twice or thricc^to

go away.

HoPER, Mrs ——-This Lady
was the Daughter of one Mr.
Har/erd, a very eminent Up-
holfterer and Cabinet- Maker in

the City, and married to a Perfon

of the fame Avocation in Cornhillf

to whom (he brought no incon*

fiderable Fortune.—But, tho' Mr.
HoperB Circumftances were, at

the Hrft fetting out in Life, fully

adequate to that Fortune, and

that, for fome Time, he continue

ed fuccefsful in Bufmefs, yet a

vain Defire, which is no uncom'
mofi Frailty among Perfuns in

Trade in this Metropolis, of fup-

porting a Figure fomewhat great*

er than his Rank in Life requir'd,

together with a real Decline in

the Bufinefs itfelf, in a few Yean
coniiderably impaired his Circum'

(tances.—Yet, even at his Death,|

they were found not fo much

(hatter'd, but that a little Cai

and a Continuance of pood For

tune might have fully retrieve

them.—But, having left behim

him only a Wife and one So

neitbi

[cepted

I«'hen,

•bund Mi
'«P«fente

oufein

tier at

^ymarket

'til Was
the

^* Enw
Tn

». Slue

,
Bur

Wrs. //q(
* hoH'ev(
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neither of them experienced in

Trade, and the latter eren too

young to conduft it, the Bufinefs

was now obliged to be carried on

by Journeymen only> who, pro-

bably talcing Advantage of the

Ignorance of their Miftrefs, or at

leaft not a£ling with the lame
Afliduity for another as they

might have done for their own
immediate Emolument, flie foon

found herfelf involved in too

large a Concern for her to ma-
nage, and therefore prudently

threw up Bufmefs before it had
plunged her into Difficulties be-

yond her I\>wer of extricating

herfelf from. Having fold cff

her Stock in Trade, and fettled

her Affairs, ihe now confidercd

of fome Method, whereby flie

might find Means to Increafc, ra-

ther than diminifli, the little Pit-

tance fte was at prefcnt poireflej

of. Being a Woman of a fprightly

Imagination and aflivc Mind, the
Pen appeared to her no improba-
ble Refource j and dramatic Wri-
ting was that to which her Ge-
nius found its ftrongeft Bent.^
Here, however, flie had. Phaeton

at a''^^'
6ndertaken too arduous a

ftances were, aj
iTalk for her to perform—For,

out in Lite, lu J Idjougj^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^ixz^ or four
at Fortune, an

Ipieces, none of them were ac-
ime.hecontinu-M

pj^j ^^ ^^^ Managers, and
.

Bufinefs, ye
Iviien, at her own Expcnce, flie

hich is no "'^'^°
j^
fcund Means to have two of them

mong
J!" f

/ leprefented, one at the little Play-
Irtropohs, 01 '"P loufe \n Goodman :-Fit Idi andtht
c fomevvhat greai

j^^^ ^^ ^j^^ ^.^^j^ Theatre in the
kin Life requir

°»|by„^^^,,^ the Succefs they met
a real ^^"

^Mrjl''** "^^^ » fufficicnt Vindication
:elf, in a few x w j ^^^ Manager's Refufal of
pair'dhisOrcum K ^ _^j^^.^ Titles were,
evcnathisueau,.

^ Edward the black Prince.

nd not fo
tnucW ^^^^^

that » ""'5 p'?|». S^een rragedy rtftor'd.

,nce of fo*"^.^"! Surlcfque.
^

lave fully r'^'fJjMts. lloper\ good Underftand-
Ihaving lett d

^jj^ however, at length, opening

fter the firft

•r, he feveral

to be gone,—

:r, being per-

tio were about

nee till it wai
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^Thls Lady

hter of one Mr.

ry eminent Up-
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.ought no incon-

e.^But, tho Mr.

HO
her Eyes'^o the Difficulties that

attended on the I'erformance of

this Plan, Ihe retired with lu-r

Son, now grown up, to Enfield

in Middlefex^ where the latter,

who had a liberal Educ.uion, fet

up a School, in which he met
with good Succefs ; and which,
Hnce his Death, which happened

four or five Years ago, has been

continued under the Care of our

Authorefs.

Hopkins, Charles, Efq;—

—

This Gentleman was Son of that

Right Reverend and eminent
Divine, Dr. Ezekiel Hcpkim, Bi-

fliop of Londur.derry in Ireland, to

which Kingdom our Author, who
was born in Devoii^ire, was car-

ried over very young, and received

the early Parts of his Educa-
tion in 'Trinity College, Dublin.

— From thence he was fent

over to England, and compleatcd

his Studies in the Univcrfity of

Cj»:l>rij£r.—On the breaking out

of the Wars in Ireland, he went
thither, and, entering into the

Service of King William , ex-

erted his early Valour in the

Caufe of his Country, its Reli-

gion and Liberties.—Thefe Wars
being at an End, he returned a-

gain tc his native Land, where
he fell into the Acquaintance and

Efteem of fuch Gentlemen, whofc
Age and Genius weie moft agree-

able to his own.
Writers do not mention his

having purfued any Profcfllon,

and, indeed, it is probable, he
had an independent Fortune, his

Father having attained fo hign a

Rank in the Churih.

—

Whinc^p,

and Cbet^vtcd after hira, informs

us, that he died young.—He had
certainly a promifing Genius, and
his poetical Writings bear ftrong

Teftimcny, both from the Eafe

of the Thoughts, and the Har-
mony of the Numbers, that their

[ S J AutUr

ac

:
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Author miift have been born a

Poet.—In his dramatic Writings

his Genius led him to Tragedy
;

the Pieces he has left behind him
being the thite following,

I. BoADicEA, ^tenof^tLi-
TAJN. Trag.

a, Frieneljhip imfrvv'd. Trag.

3. Pyrrhus, Kwg of Epi-
Rus. Trag.

HoRQKN, Mr. Hildebrandf was
the Son of Dr. Hordettt Minister

of Tivickenbam in Middlefex,-~-Hc

was an A£lor as well as an Au->

thor.—He floaridted in the Reign
oi JVilliam Ml, and, being poflefled

of almcft every requifite for Emi-
nence in the dramatic P/ofeflion,

vras daily growing into Favour

with the Public, when unfortu-

nately, after having been about

feven Years upon the Stage, he
lofl- his Life in a frivolous, raHi,

.accidental Quarrel, which he fell

into at the Bar of the Rofe Ta-
vern, as he was pafling thro' that

Houfe, in order to go to Rehear-

fal.—On Occ^fion of his Death
one Colonel Burgefs, a Gentle-

man who was Refident at Venice^

and fome other Perfons of Dif-

tindlion, were obliged to take

their Trial, but were honourably

acquitted, it appearing to have

been a mere accidental Rencontre,

Among othe t Perfections, nc-

cefTary to his Profefllon, he pof-

fefled a Perfon fo remarkably
handfome, that, after he was
killed, feveral Ladies, very well

drefled, came in Mafks, which
were then greatly worn, and fome
even openly and in their own
Coaches, to vifit him in his

Shrowd.
The Authors of the dramatic

Catalogues have afcribed to him
cnc Play, entitled,

NfgURed Virtue. Trag,

But i( appears, from the Preface,

H O
&c, that it was only put Into his

Hands by a Friend.

Mr. Harden was buried in a

Vault in the Parifli-Church of
St. Clement'i-Danes.

Howard, The Hon. Edward,
Efqj—— This Gentleman was
much more illuftrious from his

Birth and Family, than from the

Brilfiance of his Genius, being

Brother to the Earl of Berk/hire

and to Sir Robert Hozvardy whom
we fliall have Occafion hereafter

to mention.—Poetry was his Paf-

fion r-'.ther than his Talent, and,

tho' he wrote no lefs than four

Plays and an Epic Poem, he

gained no Reputation by any of

them ; but, on the contrary, on-

ly furniihcd Food for the Wits of

that Time, who have treated him
very feverely

; particularly the

Earl of RoebeJIer, in an Inveftive

againft his Comedy of the Six

Day's Adventure ; and the Earl of

Dorfet, that Sejl good Man with

the ivorfi'vatttfd Mufe, in a Copy

of Verfes addreflfed to him on his

Poem of the Britijh Princes. 1

Mr. Howard lived in King]

Charles IPs Reign, but the parti*

cular Da'rs either of his Birth or I

Death, do not ftand on Record.—^The dramatic Pieces he has]

leftbehindhim are the following;

I . Man of New-Market, C.

a, Six Day's Adventure, C.

3. UJurfer, Trag.

4. fP'oman's Conqueji. T. C,

Howard, The Hon. Jameii

Efq;—This Gentleman was alf(j

of the Berkjhire Family, and waj

cotemporary with the laft-meni

tioned Author.—He wrote t«|

Plays, which were reprefcntej

with Succefs, and held 'n Efteen

in their Time, and likewifeaj

tcred another, which was W
quently afted.—Their Titles arj

I. AUA^aktn, C.
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2. lie "Eii ciiSH Monjieur. C for tt^JHe-Rifing, in Nor/c/k, for

3. Romeo off(/JvLi£T. T.- which Place, after the Rcftora^-

Com. (not printed.) tion was efFe£led, we find h?m
In Regard to the laft-mentioncd fitting as Reprefentative in the

Piece, a more particular Account firft Parliament under King Pfil-

of it may be fcen in the firft Vo-
lume of this Work| under it's

.11 Title,

Howard, Hon. Sir Robtrt^

ham III. and, about the i6th of

Ftb, 1688, he was admitted to

the Privy - Council, took the

Oaths, and became a very rigid

Knight.—This Gentleman was Profecutor of the Nonjurors, dif-

Brother to the Earl of Berhjhiref claiming all Kind of Converfa

and to Mr. Ed^vard Harvard be-

fore-mentioned.—His Mother was
cne of the Daughters and Co-
heirefles of IVjUiam Lord Burgh'

hy.— Cither acquaints us, but on

whnt Authority I know not, that

he received his Education under

Pr. Edivard Drope, at Magdalen
College, Oxford, but Wad has

made no Mention at all of him.

tion or Intercourfe with any of

that Charafter.—The Incidents

of his Life are not very numer-
ous, or at leaft not recorded j nor

can I trace, with any Degree of

Precifion, the Time of either

his Birth or Death
j

yet, it is

pretty apparent, he lived to a ve-

ry advanced Age, and, in thft

Year 1692, at which Time l-c

He was no lefs fteadily attached, can fcarccly be fuppofed much
then the reft of his Family, to lefs than fevcnty Years of Age,

the Interefts of that unhappy he married Mrs. Diva, who was
Monarch -King Cbar/es I and, one of the Maids of Honour to

with the reft of them, fufFer'd Queen Mary.
confiderably in the maintaining V7ith Refpeft to Sir Rol/ert

his Loyalty to that Caufe.—He Hnvard's Abilities, they appear .

had, however, the Honour o^ to have occafioned Debates a-

Knighthood beftowed on him for mong the Writers. —— LanP'
his gallant Behaviour in refcuing baine, Jacob and Gildon fpeaK-
the Lord Wilmot, Lieutenant-Ge- ing in very warm Terms in

reral of the King's Forces, who his Con.mendation, while Cibber,

was wounded and taken Prifoner on the contrary, will allow him
at Cropley - Bridge Fight, en the no higher Claim to NoHt. in the

agth of Jt;ne 1644.—-At the Re- Republic of Letters, than that of
ftoration he was chofen one of the being Brothcr-in-Law to Drydek.
Burgcfks (or Stockbridge in IJamp- —It is true, indeed, that foT,c

/hire, to ferve in the Parliament of his Cotcmporary Writers, and
which began at ^f/?w/«/?fr on the thofe of Eminence too, among
bth of May 1661. and, on the whom were Mr. Dryden himfelf,
19th of June 1678, was- pro- Mr. Sbadrvelt, and the Duke of
moted to the Place of Auditor of Buckingham, have pretty rigidly

tht Exchequery at that Time handled him and his Works

;

v'orth feveral Thoufand Pounds but, as it is generally acknow-
icr Ann. But this Picferment ledged that Sir Robert was a Man
was generally confider'd as a Re- of a very obflinatc and pofitive

ward for the Services he had ''cne Temper, fupercilious, haughty,
the Crown in aflifting to cajole and over-bsaring to the grcatcft
the Parliament out of Moneys— Degree in his Behaviour to others,
In 1679 ^2 was elcftcd Member and priT^ffed of an lafufJtrablt

[ i a ] Share

i;ii

t !
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Share of Vanity and Self-Suffi-

ciency in Regard to his own Abi-
lities. It is not improbable that

thefe Qualities might create him
an Enmity among bis Cotempo-
rary Wits, who would perhaps

have readily fubfcribed to the

Merits he really pofTeflTed, had he
not Teemed to aim at a Superiori-

ty which he had no Claim to ;

in Confcquence of which Dryden
wrote a fevere Criticifm on his

Duke of LtrmOt Sbadwtll pointed

him out under the Character of

Sir Vofttive Atally in his Comedy
railed the Impertinents, and the

Duke of Buckingham intended,

and had even made him, the

Hero of his Rebearfal, under the

Name of Eilbca, altho', after the

Flay had been (loppeJ from Re-
prtfentation hy the Phgue in

J 66 5, that NoMcman altcr'd his

Plan, 2nd pointed the Artillery

ct his Saiire againft a much
grcarer Name, in the Character

of BgyeSf retaining only fome few
Strokes againft Sir Robert^ in Pa-
rodies on certain Paflages in his

Flays.—Yet, notwithftanding all

this Virulence againll him, I

cannot look on him as an Au-
thor devoid of Gei'iiif, fince two
of his Plays, vkn. the Indian

S^uecn and the Committee^ conti-

nued for a long Time Favorites

with the Public, and the latter,

rven to this Day, where even the

Species of Charaifter, apainft

which the Satire of it is princi-

pally aimed, 'vix. the Round-
heads and puritanical Z^ilots is

totally abolifted and foiga -.^ a-

mong us, is ftill frequency er-

formed, and never makoii ..*s

Appearance without giving Sat f-

fa£lion to the Audience, and pro-

<?acing all the EfFcdts which the

true Fii ccmica ever has on the

Mind.—A certain Sign that the

Piece mull poHbfs fome^ if not a

HO •
capital Share of Merit. —i^Mii

Lift of dramatic Pieces is confined

to fix in Number, vi»,

X. Blind Lady, C,
3. Csmmittee, C.

3. GrtAt Favourite, T. €•

4. Indian ^M/t. T.
5. SurtriHal. T. C.
6. Vtfial Virgin. T.
HowELi., James, Efqj—This

Gentleman was born about the

latter End of June or Beginning

of July 1594, at Abemtarlis in

Cacrmarthenpiirtt Soutb-Walei ; of

which Place his Father, at that

Time, was Minifter.—He receiv-

ed the firft Part of his Education

and Grammar -Learning at the^

Free -School of Hereford, from

whence, before he was quite fix-

teen Years of Age, he was lent

to J(fui College in Oxford.—
Here he finilhcd his Academical

Studies, and took tie Degree of

Mafter of Arts.—On his quitting

the Univerfity, he acquired the Ef-

teem and Friendfhip of Sir Robert

Mar.fclf by whofe Means, together

with fome fmall AlTiftances from
his Father, he was enabled, in

the Year 16 18, to go abroad,

where he continued three Years

on his Travels thro' France, Italy

and the Low-Countrifs, by which
he made himfelf perfeflly Ma-
iler of the living Languages, and

every other Bra ;;.!i of ufeful

•Knowledge j and, fo great was

the Reputation of his Abilities,

that, fuon after his Return, he

was made Choice of by King

yames I. to be fent on a Negoti*

ation to the Court of Madrid.

foi the Rcrovery of the Spanip
\

Monarch, a very rich Englip\

Ship, which had been feized by

the Vice Roy of Sardinia, for his I

Matter's Ufe, under Pretence otj

prohibited Goods having bccnl

l^und in it.

During!
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a very confijierahle Progrefs. To
his Excellence in thefe Qualifi-

cations his Ojtemporary and

Friend, Sir Richard Stetky bears

the following extraordinary Tcf-

timonial. ** He may" (fayi that

Author) " be the Emulation of
" more Perfons of different "^

" lents than any one I hav: evu
" known,—His Head, Hanlj, a-
" Heart were always emplt y.;d a

* Something worthy A:nitation.

** His Pencil, hir. Boa , or his

*' Pen, each of which he ufed in
*< a Mafterl)' Manner, were al-

** ways dire^ed to raife and en-
" tertatn his own Mind, or that
** of others, to a more chearful
** Profecation of what is noble
* and virtuous.*'——Such is the

Evidence borne to his Talents by

a Writer of the firft Rank
;

yet,

he feems, for the moft Part, to

have purfued thcfe and other po-

lite Studies, little farther than by

the Way of agreeable Amufe-
ments, under frequent Confine-

ment, occafioned by Jndifpofitioa

and a valetudinarian State of
Health.

Mr. Ht^hes had, for fome
Time, an Employment in the

Oflice of Ordnance, and was Se-

cretary to two or three Commii-
fivwers under the Great-Seal for

'.\>r p- v;T^:e of Lands, in Ordei

*,) \i\'-:
]•:*:.' fervin£ i^e Docks

•

'
' '.iOtsrs at Port/mouth, Cba-

ttam and Harwich.

In the Year J 7 17 the Lord
Chancellor Cov)f)er, to whom our

Author bad not long been known,
thought proper, without any pre-

vious Solicitation, to nominate

him his Secretary for the Com-
miilions of the Peace, and to dif-

tinguifli him with fingular Marks
of his Favour and AfTe^Hon \ »id,

upon his Lordniip''s laying down
the great Seal^ he was, at the

H U
particular Recommendation of
this his Patron, and with the
ready Concurrence of his Succef-

for,* the Earl of Maccksfitldy con-
tinued in the fame Employment*
which he held till the Time oi
hi^ Deceafe, the 17th of Fib,
> 7 ' '> being th« very Night ox
v-hjcii his celebrated Tragedy of
the ^iige of Damajcut made its

firil Appearance on the Stage
;

when, after a Life moflly fpcnt

in Pain and Sickncfs, he was car-

ried off by a Confumption, hav-
ing but barely compleatcd bis 42d
Year, and at* a Period in whiih
he had juft arrived at an agreea-

ble Competence, and was ad-
vancing, with rapid Steps, to-

wards the Pinnacle of Fame and
Fortune.—He was privately bu-
ried in the Vault under the
Chsncel of St. Andrito\ Church
in Hoibourn,

As a Manj the worthy Men-
tion made of him by Numbers
of his Cotemporary Writers, are

fufficient to give us the moA ex-

alted Idea of his Virtues ; and,

as a Writer, no fironger Proof
can be ofi^er'd of the Efteem
he was held in by the trueft

Judges of Poetry, than to men-
tion that the great Mr. Addifan,

after having fuflfer'd the four firft

A&a of his Tragedy to lie by
him for feveral Year?, withowt
putting the finifliing Hand to the

Piece, at kngth fix'd on Mr.
Hughes, whom he earneftjy per-

fuaded to undcrt^.ke the Tafk, as

the only Perlon capable of it,

to add" a fifth At\ to it.—And
though th>t Author afterwards

though, piopcr to *indertake it

himfelf, yet it was by no Means
fro'Ti any Diffidence of thi-; Cen-
tleman's Abilities, but ticni the

jiiil kcf!ei5ti. n that no one could

have fo perfc^ a Notion rf his

: 'hi' ;i

»
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Defign as liimfclf, who had been

(o long and ib carefully thinking

of it.

Our Author's Poetical Works
are numerous, but it is not our

Bufmefs in this Place to take

Notice of any but his dramatic

Writings, which are as follows,

1, AyiALASOUT, Sltuett ofthe

Goths. Trag.

a. Apollo and Daphne.
Mafque.

3. Calypso attd Telema-
CHUS. Opera

4. C V p I o and Hymen.
Mafque.

5. Mifanthrope. Com. from

Mol'tcrc, ( Printed with

Ozell's Tranflation of

that Author.)

6. Mifer. Com. from Mo-
Here, (ill A£k only.)

7. Oft EST ES. Trag. from

Euripides. {Ai\ I. Sec. II.

only.)

8. Siege of Damascus.
Trag.

Hume, or Home, The Rev.

Mr. John.—This Gentleman is a

Native of Scotland, and, I be-

lieve, related to David Hume the

Hiftorian, whofe Worth, did the

Nature of this Work admit us

to introduce any Writers into it

but thofc who have had fame

Connexion with the Theatre, it

would be Injuftice not to enlarge

upon.—Otir Author \tfas bred to

the Miniflry in the Kirk of Scot-

itnd.-^But, notwithftanding the

Rigour of that Church, finding

in his natural Genius « Bent to

Poetry, and not conceiving that

Tragedy, in which the Principles

of Virtue, of Morality, of Filial

Duty, of Patriotic Zeal, and of

Keverence for an over-ruling

Power, could br inconfitient with

the Profeflion of a Religion, in

wh'irh all thcfe are in the ftrong-

«ft Muwer inculcated and en-

H U
joined, he formed a dramatic

Piece, and prefcnting it to the

Managers of the Theatre at Edin-

burgb, at that Time in a more
fiouriihing Condition than it had
been for many Years before, and

vying, in every Refpeft, as far

as Circumftances would permit,

with thofe of this Metropolis,

they faw its Merit, readily ac-

cepted it, put it into a Rehear-
fal, and prepared for the Perfor-

mance of it in fuch a Manner as

might do Honour to the Author,

and bring both Credit and Emo-
lument to themfelves.——Thefe
Tranfadtions, however, coming
to tl^e Knowledge of the Elders

of the Kirk, they, in their great

Zeal, firft remonftrated with the

Author on the Leinous Crime he

was committing ; but he, not

quite fo perfectly convinced as

they would have ^~ ' him, of

the Iniquity of the Acl itfclf,

unconfcious of any ill Inten-

tion, and pretty thoroughly per-

fjaded that his Play would

meet with a Succefs, from which
he Hiould reap both Fame and

Profit, was not willing at once

to defift, nor with his own Hands
to pull down a Fabrick he had,

at the Expence of much Time
and Labour, been rearing.—They
now endeavoured to terrify the

Performers from reprefenting it,

but with no better Succefs.

Author and Adors were both

equally incorrigible ; the Piece

was brought on^ and met with

that Encouragement which its

Merit very juAly entitled it

to,——What remained then for

thefe incenfed Elders to do,

but in a public Convocation to

expel and for ever difqualify

for the Minidry , not only

this difobedient Son, but e-

ven others, his Friends, who
were wicked enough either to

keep
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During his Abfcnce he was e-

kited, in 1623, Fellow of jfc/us

Ci'Hege, and, being in Favour

with Lmanuelf Lord Scroop, Lord

Piciidcnt of the North, was by

him appointed his Secretary, on

his Return.—This Port tailing

liim to refide at York, he formed

fufh an Intercft in that County,

as to procure his being eltdcd

Burgefs for the Corporation of

Rlihmtnd, by the Softrages of the

Mayor and Aldermen of that

Corporation, to fit in the Parlia-

ment, which began at H'cjlmirijlcr

in 1627 j and, in the Year 1631,
was made Secretary to Robert

Earl of Ltieefl^r, who was £p-

} ointed Ambaffador Extraordinary

at the Court of Ccpcrbagctj, on a

Coii.miflion of Condolement on
the Death of King Clar/es I's

Grandmother, Sophia y Queen-
Dowager of Dir.rr.ark'^ on which
Occafion Mr. Hcwelt very emi-
nently diftingiiiflicd himfelf, by

fcveral Speeches delivered in La-
tin before the King of Denmark,

fcttwig forth the OccaHon of the

Embaffy,

On his Return to England, he
was put into many btncficial

Employrr.ents, and, about the

Beginning of the Civil War, was
appointed, by King C/fxir/w I, one

of the Clerks of tht Privy Coun-
cil.—But, all ho' thcfe Pofts v.cre

fqually lucrative and honourablr,

he dots not ft-cm to have been

Mailer of much Occonomy, for

when, in the Year 1643, he was
ieizcd by the Comfnittcc of Par-
lianitnt, and fcnt to the F/eet

Prifon, where, by the Courfc of
his Letters, it is evident he con -

tinucd till after the Death of

the King, we find he was ob-

i<ged to have Rccourfc to his Pen
for a Subfiiknce, which at that

Time, before the Trade of Au-
thorfltip bad been ^0 hackney 'd,

H O
as of late Years it has been^ wa»
no dcfpicablc Employment j and
JVood tells us that it brought
him in a very comfortable Sub-
fiftance.

'Jhis long and difajreeable

Confinement, together with the
Narrownefs of his-Circumftances,

and the laborious Manner in
which he was compelled to pro-
vide for hiT/fclf, fccmcd to have
fhakcn the Firmncfs of Mr,
Hoiueirs political Attachments

j
for, during the Rebellion, we
find him lemporizlnf, with the
prevailing Party, and Inclinable

to enter into their Meafuresj for

which Rcafon, tho' they feem
not to have accepted of his Ser- ,

vices, yet, jit the Kertoration,

he was not rcinflated in his Place

of Clerk of tlic Couniil, but only

appointei! the King's Hiftorio-

graphcr, being the firft in Eng-
land who ever bore that Title,—
But this being a Place of no great

Emolument, he was obliged to

continue his Trade of Writing, to

the laft.—He lived to an advanced

Age, and died in the Beginning

of November 1666, being then

ia his 73d Year.

As he was almoft cnc of the

firft among our Englijh Au-
thor?, who introduced Writing for

a Livelihood, fo is he likcwifc

one among the moft voluminous

of thole who have applied the

Advantages of Literature to that

Purpofr , having written and
tranf.ated no lefs than forty-nine

fcveral Books, cxtlufive of one
dramatic Piece, which he wrote

wnlie he wasatPdr/j, and which
was prcfcnted there at Couit no
let's than fix Times, I y the King
and Grandees in Perfon, entitled,

Ntiftiali of PuLtvM andTat-
Tis. Com. and Mafquc.

Mr. Hcwell v>»i, undoubtedly,

a Klao of moft cxicnfivc Know«
£ s

3 3 kdi..
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ledge, a moft perfcft Lingulft,

and very well verfed in Mo-
dcrn Hiftory, more cfpacially

thofe of the Countries through

which he had travelled. His

Letters are extremely entertain-

ing, and convey Anecdotes and

Obfervations that might by no o-

ther Means have been handed
down to us, and fpeak their Au«
thor to have been no bad Politir

cijm.—And as to I'octry, tlio' he

has been little more than a Dab'
bkr in it, yet he has a conHdcra-

ble Share ofFancy, and his Num-
bers are fmother and more har-

monious than thofe of moft of

the Writers of that Time.—He
lies buried on the North-Side of

the Timf/e Church, with the fol-

lowing Infcription over him, pro-

bably written by himfclf in his

Life-Time,

Jacobus Howell. Cambro-Brl-

tanrtus, Rfgius Hijicriographui (in

^r.glia frimui)\ fui, ftoji variat

fengrinationest tandemNatura Cur-

Jum ptrfgit
} fatur Anr.orum &

fama, Domi\ forifque hut ujque

vratUuff kicfxui. 1666.

HiPFEslET, Mr. yobrtf was

much more njtcd as an Aftor

than as an Author.——In the

fiimer of thefe Cbara^ers his

C'enius was very great, and,

without Airiftanie, would have

»eiuiord him famous from his

ftcat Judgment and comic £x-

«Luticn.-——But accidental De-

l,fl», in feme pellicular Cir-

sumftances, have been known to

turn oiit to the Advantage of

thoft who have met with them,

and fo it peculiarly happened to

Mr. Iliff'J'fy ; for a Burn or Scald

in his iacc, which he by Chance

lud undtigone the Fain of in his

yoi»ngcr Days, had implanted

fcmcwhjt fo Caricature and truly

rifiblc in his Countenance, that

It wiie almoft iippQffiblc (0 look

HO ^

at him with any Steadinefs of

Mufcles ; and it had, moreover,

fo far affefted his Voice, as to

render it peculiarly happy for the

Caft of Parts he ufually perform-

ed, which, in the general, was
that of th" feeble Old Man in

Comedy.—He, however, ftill

lives (o perfeftly in the Memory
of mofl of the Frequenters of the

Theatres, that it is needlefs to

fay any more of hiita in that Ca-
pacity, than barely to hint, to

thofe who never did fee him, that

the Idea neareft to Truth, that

they can poflibly firm to them-
felves of his Performance, will

be attained by an Attention to

Mr. Shuier in his Juftice Clachf

in the Jwial Cmv, and other

Parts of the fame Nature.

Mr. Hippejtey died at Briftol in

the Summer of 1748, to which
Place it had been his Cuftom for

fcveral Years to go, every Sum-
mer, as Manager of a Company
of Comedians, felefted from the

Theatres in London.—He wrote

one dramatic Piece, entitled,

j1 jfournty to hv.isr 01.. Farce.

Mr. Hippejtey left two Daughters

behind him, one of whom is the

prefent Mrs. Green, a comic Ac-

trefs of confidcrable Meiir, ^i*-

longing to the Theatre in Cove

Garden, ai) 1 the other, ft 11 ur.-j

married, is a Performer in Drw)\
Lane Theatre.

HucHKs, Mr. jfobn.-^Thxi\

amiable Man, and* elegant Au-

thor, was the Son of a Citizen of|

London, and was born at Maribo-

rough in fVih^irt, or. the •»o''h of|

Jan. 1677, but received the llti-

diments of his Education in pri-l

vate Schools aX London.—Evcninl

the very earlicft Parts of Life hi«

Genius fcem'd to fliew itfelf tA

qnally iiKlincd to each of tha

three Sifter Arts, Mnfic, Poctrj

ind [Hfign, ia all which J>e mxi

avcf]

1^.
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kssp him Company, or go to fee

his Piece performed, and by va-

rious Pamphlets, Advertifements,

ice, to thunder their Anathemai

againft thofe Implements of Satan

the A£tors, who had thus led

H U
ing his Works, or that in hii

firft Play the Diffidence of a

young Author might make him
more ready to a(k and to purfue

the Judgment of others, or from

any other Caufe I know not, but

afidc, or at leaft abetted in his Douglas feems ftill to ftand as Mr,
wandering, this loft Sheep of the

. Huwe's Mafter-Piecc in dramatic

i'lovk.—Howkiver, as Pcrfecution Writing.—His three Plays, which

moil commonly defeats its own
Piirpofcs, fo did it happen in this

Cafe, for the ill Tiheatment which
Mr. Hume had met with in his

own Country, procured him a

rooft valuable Protedlion in an

adjacent one.—Being known to

the Earl of Bctte, and that No-
bleman reprefenting the Circum- one Play, which was never aAed,

are all Tragedies, are entitled as

follows,

1. DooGtAS. Trag.

2. Ac IS. Trag.

3. Siege of AqjJ list J A. Tr.

Hunt, Mr. miliam. —TMii
Gentleman, f^/>/fffo/) tells us, was

a Collcftoi of Excife, and wrote

ftances of this unreafonable Op-
preflion, exercifed on a Man cf

Genius, to our prefent moft gra-

cious Sovereign, then Prince of

Jfj/esy his Royal Highnefs, who
even at that Time gave the

Arongeft A/Turances of that In-

clination to, and Zeal for, the

Polite Arts, which have fince

ftone fo confpicuoufly a Part of
his Character, ftretch*d out his

F*aice. I P"""'y "nd protefting Hand to

-ft two Daughters

ie of whom is the

reen, a comic Ac
arable Meiit, ^^-

'hcatre in Covet-

he other, ft U u.>

performer in Drw)
\
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aU which he
m«*

the Author of Douglas, and, by
fettling a very handibme Penfion

on him, and sheltering him under
the Shade of his own Patronage,

put it out of the Power of either

tlie Thunderbolts of Bigotry or

the Flaflies of Envy or Malevo-
lence to blaft his Laurels.—Mr.
Hume has (ince purfued his po-
etical Talents, and produced two
more dramatic Pieces, both, of
which have been brought on the
Stage in this City, but, whether
thro' an Eagernefs to prove ftill

f.irthcr his Inclination to defcrve
the Favour he has met with, he
has not allowed himfclf a fufii-

cicnt Time for the planning, di-

gdhng, rcconUdcrJng and CQHx€t»

but wjs printed at York, (tho*

we are not told when) entitled.

The Fall of Ta r q.u i N, Tr.

The fame Author informs us that

it is a moft wretched Piece, and,

as a Specimen of it's Merit,

quotes us the following very ex*

traordinary Line,

jfiui the tall TreetJiooJ Circling

in a Row.

Hon T IK, Governor.——Of
this Gentleman we know nothing

farther than his being mentioned

by Coxeter, who fays that, in a

Copy which he had feen of the

under-named Piece, there was a

MS. which declared him to be

the Author of it, vix.

AneLoboros. Farce.

Hurst, Captain.—This Gen-
tleman I know nothing of, only

find his Name mentioned by the

Compiler of J4^hineap's Lift, and

by Chetnvood in his BritifbTheatrc,

as the Author of one Play, which

was a£led with no very great Suo-

cefs, entitled.

The Roman Maid, Trag.

J.B.

i
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JB.—By thefe Initials we find

a Piece diftinguifljed, which
bears the Title of

I'he Bajh/ul Lovers. T. C.

J. G. or Jacob, Giles.

By thefe Initials Mr. Jaat has
thought proper to diftinguiih him-
felf in his Poetical Regijicr, or
Lives and CharaS}ersof the Englifh

Dramatic Poets, 8vo. 1719. p. 3 18.

—And, as no Writer has given

us any Account of him but him-
fclf, I cannot pretend to offer

to my Readers any Thing fo

fatisfa£lory concerning him as

the Repetition of his own
Words.
He is, (fays he, fpeakJng in

the third Perfon) the Son of a
confiderable Malftcr of Romfey, in

the County of Southampton, at

which Place he was born Anno
J 686.—-His Mother is of the Fa-
mily of the TbortiburgFs in fftlts,

one of whom was Bifliop of fVor'

tefttr, in the Reign of K. Cba. I.

and two of them attended the

Royal Exile.—He was bred to the

Law under a very eminent Attor-

ney
J
and has fince been Steward

and Secretary to the Honourable
JVilliam Blathnoayt, Efq; a cele-

brated Courtier in the Reign of
King JVilliam, and who enjoyed

great Preferments in the State in

the late and prefcnt Reign.
He was Author of two drama-

tic Pieces, viz.

J. Love in a fVood. Farce,

2. Soldier's lajl Stake, C.
For the fitft of thefe , which,
however, was never afted, he a-

pologiicd that it was written in

three or four Days, and before the

Author was any Ways acquainted

tings ; and as to the latter, lie

Only informs us that he had fuch

a Piece prepared for the Stage.

Mr. Jacob followed the Profef-

fion of the Law, and wrote fcve-

ral Books in that Science, fome

of which arc ftill held in Efteem,

particularly his Lato DiHionary,

and indeed Works of Compile-

ment feem to have fuitcd his Ta-
lent rather than thofc of Genius

j

for it muft be confeflcd that his

Poetical Regijier, notwithftanding

fome few Errors in it, is by much
the beft Book of the Kind hither-

to extant j and yet io little Merit

had his own dramatic Pieces,

that, according to H^^incopy Dr.

Sewel, who was by no Means re-

markable for Ill-Nature, on read-

ing his Farce called Lcz/e in a

JVeod, wrote the following very

fevere Lines in the Title Vage.

Parent of Darknejs ! genuine Sin

ef Night',

7otal Eclipfe, without one Ray ef

Light

:

Born when dull Midnight Bells

for Funerals chime,

Juji at the clcjipg of the Bellman*:

Rbime,

At what Time Mr. Jacob quitted

the Stage of Life, I have not been

able to trace j but as by his own

Account he was no more than

thirty-three Years of Age at the

Publication of his Poetical Regijicr

in 17I9> it is probable he might

furvive that Publication fcveral

Years.

Jacoj, IJildehrani, Ef^;

This Author was a Gentleman

of Family and Fortune, and f,;un-

ed confiderable Reputation by 1

poetical Tab> called the Curku.

Maid, and fome other humouroi

Poems.—He alfo wrote the fol

with the Stage, or poetical Wri- lowing dramatic Piccci:

Ut^

ii'M.
>

^ M\ ,
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I. r«'j

I N
T. Fatal C'inflancy. T.
2. Neft of Plays, confifting of

three ihort Comedies, en-

titled,

The Prodigal Reform'd,

The Happy Conftancy, and

The 'tryal of Conjugal Love.

Jefferiis, Mr.——Of this

Gentleman I find no farther Men-
tion made by any of the Writers

than that he enjoyed fome Poft in

the Cuflom'HouJt, and that he was
Author of one dramatic Piece,

vhich met with very little Suc-

cefs, entitled,

Edwin. T,
Jf.von, Mr. T^owflj.— This

Author flouriHied in the Reigns

of K. Cbatla II. and K. 'James II,

—He was an A£lor and a Dan-
cing Malter, and attained great

Eminence in both thofe Profef-

fions, efpecially in the former,

in which his general Cad was

that of low Comedy.—He did not

however, long enjoy that Sun-

fhinc of popular Applaufe, whick
was darting in full Luflrc upon
him, for he was taken off in the

very Prime of Life, viz. at the

Age of 36 Years, on the lOth of

December 168 S, and was interred

in Hampftead Church Yard.

He wrote one dramatic Piece,

which even in Its original Form
met with Succefs, but has fince

undergone almoft as many Tranf-

formations as the Banjans of the

Eajl-Indies fable their Deity Wiji

non to have pafled thro'—It was
originally entitled.

The Devil of a Wife. Farce.

Vtd. Appendix.
Inczland, Mr. ^Thomas.'—

This Gentleman is one of our

oldeft di-amatic Writers, having

been a Student in the Univerfity

of Cambridge in the Reign of

Queen Elixabeth.'—^t wrote one

dramatic Piece, wliich he bioifcif

JO
ftiles a prtttie and merrie Interlude,—It is entitled.

The Difobedicht Child. Inter!.

Johnson, Mr. Charles, uas
originally bred to the Law, but
being a great Admirer of the
Mufes, and finding in himfelf
a ftrong Propenfity to dramatic
Writing, he quitted the ftudi-

ous Labour of the one, for the
more fpiritcd Amufcments of
the other j and, by contrafting
an Intimacy with Mr. WilkSf
found Means, thro' that Gentle-
man's Intereft, to get his Plays on
the Stage without much Difficul-

ty.—Some of them met with very
good Succefs , and by being a
conftant Frequenter of thofe grand
Rendezvouz of the Wits of that
Time, Wilt's and Button's Coffec-
houfes, he, by a polite and inof-
fenfive Behaviour, formed fo cx-
tcnfive an Acquaintance and In-
timacy, as conftantly enfured him
great Emoluments on his Benefit

Night, by which Means, being

a Man of Oeconomy, he was en-
abled to fubfift very gcntecly.—

•

He at length manifd a young
Widow, with a tolerable Fortune,

on which he fet up a Tavern ia
Bow - Street, Covent Garden, but
quitted Bufinefs at hij Wife's
Death, and lived privately on an
eafy Competence which he had
faved.—What Time he was born
I know not, but he flourifliid

during the Reigns of Qncen yint.e,

K. George I. and Part of Geo. II.

His firft Play was afted in 1702,
and his lateft is dated in 1732,
but Cihier informs us that he did

not die till about 1744. As a
dramatic Writer, he is far from
deferving to be placed amongft the
loweft Clafs j for tho' his Plots

are feldom original, yet he has
given them fo many Additions of

hit owD| ^nd has doathcd the

Dtfigna
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Defigns of others in Co plcafing

a Drefs, that a great Share of

the Merit they pofiefs " ought

to be attributed to him.
The Language of his Comedies,

vhich are greatly fuperior to his

Trajcdies, is eafy, and the Dia-

logue natural and fprightly ; and

two of them, •viz. the fVife^t Re-

lief and the Country La£'es, ftill

continue on the Lift of adling

Ways,
Tho' I have obfcryed before,

that he was a Man of a very in-

offenfive Behaviour, yet he could

not efcape the Satire of Mr. Popty

Vkho, too ready to rcfent even any

fuppos'd Offence, has, on feme
trivial Pique, immortalize^ him
in the Dur.ciad, auu in one of the

Notes ro that Poem has quoted

from another Piece, called The
CharaSJcti of the Times, the fol-

lowing Account of our Author.
" Charles Johiifonf famous for

** writing a Play every Year, and
** for being at Button z every Day,
*' He had probably thriven better
** in his Vocation had he been a
** fmall Matter leaner j he may
** be julUy called a Martyr to
'* Obefity, and be faid to have
*« fallen a Vidlim to the Rotun-
** dity of his Parts."

I do not repeat this Quotation

by any Means with a View tore-

flcft on Mr. Johnfon, but think

on the contrary, that it fliould

rather turn to his Honour, fince

that Man's Character muft be ex>

trcmely unexceptionable, on whom
his Enemies can fix no greater

Imputation than the Dcfedls of

his Perfon; but rather to point

out how low Rcfentoient may
fometimes plunge even the moft

brilliant Geniufes, when it can

lead them to encourage Scurrility

without Wit, and mere perfonal

Kef?e£lion without even the Sha-

dtfw of Humour.

JO
The dramatic Pieces this Au-

thor produced, notwithftanding
that he appears to have quitted
writing for the Stage for fomc
Years before his Death, are very

numerous, and will be fecn in the

following Lift.

I, Col>/er of PttKsr OS, Farce,

a. Celja, Trag.

3. Country Lajes. Com.
4. Ep HE SI AN Matron. F.

5. Force of Friend/ii/>, Trag.
6. FsrlUTiC in kerWits. Com.
7. Generous Hufband. Com,
8. Gentleman Cully. Com. (af-

cribed to him by Ctxeter

only.)

9. Love and Liberty. Trag,
10. Love in a Chcji. Farce,

1 1. Love in a Fcnji. Com.
12. Majqueradc. Com.
13. Medea, Trag.

«4. Succefsful Pirate, Tr.-Com,
I/;. Sultanejs. Trag.
16. Viaim. Trag.

1 7. Village Optra.

18. mfe's Relief. Com.
Johnson, Mr. Samuel, M. A.

—This excellent Writer , who
is no Icfs the Glory of the prc-

fent Age and Nation, than he

will be the Admiration of all

fucceeding ones, received his E-

ducation and took his Degrees at

the Univerfity of Oxford, after

quitting which Place I have been

informed he for fome Time wai

M.ifter of a private Academy at

Liti-hfcld.-——A Genius like his,

however, could not long content

itfelf with that moft difagreeuble

of all Drud('.cry, the mere claftical

Inftruftion of Youth, nor fuffer

its Biightnefs to be conceal'd in

the dull Obfcurity of a Country

Academy.—He came up therefore

to London, where he immediately

gave Proofs how high a Rank in

the World of Letters he defervcd

to '. )Id. —— Having conceived

the Defign of oue of the nobleft

and

I k 5V
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T.«nc the .oft iaborbufwt":^at could bepoflibJ^undertlk;

fettled Language
; he drew up a

PJanofthefaidDefign. inaL?^

f
ub ifted, gave the ftrongeft Proo?

a Degree of grammatical Peffc?tion and claflicaJ Fu„
'^^'^'"-

in which It was at l,A
"""=r

nijrip am^i 7 ^*' "ft executedmarie ample Amends for alJ tC
£«peaationsoffhePubUcinRe
Pfd fo it for fo lo:,J^ 1

4^"

and the FT«„ ^
^ * ^""^

;

'^^ing, MJ'$^;^°"^^^"''='•-
^^any^'therpiec{ !'•

u''"''^'"*'^

K-hichthei?:::,,^,"^
J'-» -Pf periodical Eflays uhl/hfaiTK out twice a Vr.ll r

^
I'ears fucceffively a'nA

•

' '^

U with k r "" ^'^5 favour-

[ proved at kaft equal if «^^
k^f^or. to that of Jhc C .h Jr^te Wits, who werTt;

M/a7a,cr and rat/cr.^M,'

JO

""oeMdt';;: hiss's"

"7 ""» I'ft nlrinlic Worth

him :„T^°^J"^^^^^ions of

S4"a'„d^r;°^-^-"itJ

l.Xlr? r
^^"''•^ ^'"'> De-

ling rix^inf"''^'"'^'""
'^' ^'"3-

^^^» in which he has^t T
fupported to fk "^^ o"V

I'cpre'flion but^:r,^';r"°'

thecondua2^htp;:.^;t-'
JufticeandStreneth of\- 1*^^
timents.- B;f * °.^ ^« Sen-

ofthatkTTu '^^P'*'^ ^ork

Rules of 4eD.!l^= -*-•;/»•«&,

who /#

lifi f
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who look for little more than Plot

and Incident, without pnying any
great Regard either to Cbara£ter,

Language, or Sentiment ^ ic was
perforincd at Drury-Lane Theatre,

and entitled,

Irine. Trag.

It would, however, be the high-

eft Injuftice, after bellowing theic

undeniable Encomiums on his

Cenius, were I not to obfcrvc,

that nothing hut that Cenius can

poflibly exceed the Extent of his

Erudition, and it would be adding

a greater Injury to his ftill mere
valuable Qualities, were we to

ftop here, fince, togetlier with the

ableji Heady he fcems pofleflcd of

the very bejl Heart at prcfent ex-

iling.—Every Line, every Senti-

ment, ihat.iflucs from his Pen,

tends to the great Centre of all his

Views, the Promotion of Virtue,

Religion and Humanity ; nor arc

his Aftions lefs pointed towards

the fame great End.——Benevo-
lence, Charity and Piety are the

moft ftriking Features in his Cha-
ra£ler, and while his Writings

point out to us wlial a good Man
cugkt to be, his own Cor.dutSl fcts

us an Example of what he it.

JoHNscN, Mr. Samuel.—This
Gentleman, tho' Namcfake to the

laf^-mentioncd Author, mufl not

be confounded wirh him.—-He is

the Author of the three follow-

ing dramatic Pieces, a.lof which,

at the Time of their firft Appear-

ance, greatly attrafted the Notice

of the Public, lix.

1 . /W alive and merry,

2. CheJbireComici, ^
3. Hurlothrunibo,

All thefe Pieces were reprefented

at the Theatre in the llaymarket •,

but the lail, in particular, took

an amazing Run, owing to the

vhlmficp.l Mali "fs and Extrava-

gance which ran thro' the whole
Piece and its Author, who him-

jcr

1

felf prefented a principal Charrx.

ter in it called Lord Fbrne, into

which he had thrown fuch a

Mixture of fine Thoughts and un-

intelligible Fuftian that no ens

could poflibly undcrf>ar.d what h:

was aiming at j and if at any

Time this Unintellifiblcnt/s wa;

objected to him as a Fault in his

Piece, his conftant Reply was,

that the Fault did not lie in that,

but in the Audience, who did not

take the proper Method for at-

taining a Know ledge of his Mean-
ing

J
that no one could poflilly

undcrftand our Author pevfe^ly

unlefs they examined his Works
in the fame Situation and State of

Mind, as they were written j and

therefore, as he himfelf never fate

down to write without a Fiddle

in his Hand, it w as impoflible for

any one to comprehend the Senfe

of what he wrote, without an In-

ftrument of the very fame Kind

to quicken their Underftanding;.

—But, in Order in fome Mcafurei

to remedy this Deficiency in thtl

Audience, he ufcd to a£l his Pa

of Lord Flame in a Manner equally

extravjigant with the reft of tl

Affair, i-ix.. with a Violin in hi

Hand, which he occafionally play

cd upon, and fometimes walkinj

in high Stilts.

Mr. Jchnfon Is a Native

Cbejhire, and was bred to and fol

lowed the Profcfllon of a Dancirj

Maftcr, yet, from what has ht

above related, it is apparent

muft have been infe£ted with

ftrongTinfture ofInfanity,in Coi

fequence of which, it is probabl

that not many P ••fons would

willii.5, to cntruft their Child

in his Hands
; \

."", as his M,

nefs did not take any dangerous

mifchievous Turn ; and, as it

accompanied with Flights of ^•foiDe'Tii

and Humour that rendered hil Mifchief

tho' an extraordinary, yet farfrithers.^—

(
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a difagreeable Companion, his

Acquaintance has been fought by

rooft of the Gentlemen of Fortune

in that Country, at whofe Houfcs

he ufed to refide alternately for a

confiderable Time, in fuch Man-
ner as to render the Purfuit of

Bufmefs unncccflTuy to him.—
Ik is (lill living, and continues

the fam: Kind of Vfc and Hu-
mour, but ha? quitted writing for

thf Stjyc, as that original Oddity

vhich, like Trijiratn Slar.dy, the

V/orld run mad in Admiration of,

only hccaufc they did not undcr-

lK\nd it, at length grew tireforo'i,

and like that hecanie as univer-

fally decried, as at firil it had been

univerfolly fcllowed,— The fol-

lowing humourous Anecdote,

v.hich WAS related to me by a

Gentleman who left Chefbire not

^^
bng fince, may ferve to give thi

the very fame Kind! Reader feme Idea of Mr. Jobrfon'i

heir Underftanding:.! general Turn, and unconcerned

•d rin foiticMcaUi^l Manner.—Some little Time ago

Deficiency in thcl our Author having bcsn invited to
'^

fed to aft bis vJk pafs fome Months at the Country

inaMannerequ

"

" " ' '^all

[with the reft of tl

with a Violin in li:

he occafionally play

fometiir.es walkinl

Houfe of a Gentleman who had

a great Regard for him, but whom
be had never vifited before j ht

accepted the Invitation, and was
for fome Time treated with the

utmoft Hofpitality and Kindnefs.

(n Is a Native ( —Btit at length, having fhewn in

\°
-as bred to and foil f'^mc of his Expreflions and Ac-

f ffionof aDancirl fions that wild and unaccountable

°from what has bellxtru.vagance_ and Oddity which

it is aopa' cut funs thro' his Compofition, the
*

infefted with I I-ady of the Houfc, who happened

""fInfanity,inColtt) enjoy but a very indifferent

V- L it is'probabl State of Health, M-hich rendered

^ p rfons would I ker Mppift and low-fpirited, and

t ft their ChiWfl ''-'"g moreover naturally of a ti-

^, * J' as hisMiliwrous Difpofition, began to be

'.*"'dangerous| extremely alanned ?t his Beha-

Turn- an^> ^^'^1^'°"'' ^^'^ approhenfivc that at

'th Flights of ^f^^nic Time or other he might do

^liat rendered hilMifchief either to himfelf or o-
'^

A'nMM vet fit frl triers.—On this fhc repeatedly re-
ormnary,,

g|monftrated to her Hulband, in-

J o
treating him to find fome Means
of getting rid of Mt. Johnfo'i.'—

The Gentleman, however, who
was better acquainted with yj/"?-

ybfl's Manner, and therefore un-

der no fuch Apprehcnfiors, waT
unwilling to proceed to an Ad of

fii much feeming Inhofpitallty, a:

the forbidding his Houfc to a
'

Ptrfon wliom he had himfrlf

invited to it, and therefore de-

clined fo doing for fome Time
J

till at length, on the coiUin'j;:d

Solicitations of his Lady, who-n
he found he could not n)akc ea*y

on any oth :r Terms, he commil-
fioned a mutual Friend to both, to

break the Afi'air to Mr. Jcttrfoi.

—This being done with all the

Tendernefs imaginable, and tlie

true Reafon afTigi^'d by Way of

Vindication of the Gentlemaa
himfelf, Mr. Jcbnfont with great

Coolnefs, and a Gaiety of Tem-
per peculiar to himfelf, replied,

*rbat be was moji ferfe^ly perfuatLd

of Mr. ——*i Regardfor him, a>:d

jbsuld ever retain the mofi jrra'tfu!

Ser.fe of$te Civiiitirtbe bad recciv-

td-fnm bim \ tbat Icalfo mairtair-

ed the bigbefi RefpeO for Lis Lady ;

attd thought it Hi Duty, by tfay
Means in bis Poiucr, to ccntrilutc

to the R.^JIoration of ber Peace cf
Mind, t'jhicb it appears thit le

bad been the innocent Cavfe of dif-

turbir.g ; tbat bey therefore, tr.ivlt

give her tkejirengeft JJfj'urancerfr'jrn

bim together ivitb his Compliments,

tbat he never tvould again trou-

ble ber Hcufe whilft living, but,

as a Teftimonial of his fincere

Eftcem,^^ might depend en it that,

after his Deit\i,bc^jouU ccnjider her

as the very firft Perfm to whcm, en

a J'ifit back to this World, be JhouUi

think himfelf under an Ob!igafi:>n

to pay biiRcJpeSIs.—This Mc.Ta^e

being delivered to the Lady, who
wc have before nbferved wis of 401

Uipocbondriac Complexion, threw
'
[ T a ] her

ii
!
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hit into iHU greater Appreben-
iions than before ; and, fearing

that he would be as good as his

Word, intreated the Gentleman
to go back to Mr. Johrffin. and

Ytt^from htr that he would conti-

nue where he was, or at leaft fa-

vonr them with his Company as

cftcn as polfible, for that, with

all his Wildncfs, pe had much rj-

tbtr fee him alive than dead.

Mr. 'Johnfcn as a Writer ftands

in the fame Predicament ac ir hi«

jirfonal Charailerj his Writ n-s

have Madneft in them, but at the

llime Time it is evidently the

Madncfs of a Man of great Abi-
lilier.—In his liurlotkrumbo, more
partlcalarly, there are fome Beau-
ties, in the Midft of numberlefs

iVbfurdities, that would do Ho-
nour even to our fiifl Rate Ge-
riufes.-^In Proof of which I Hiall

prefent my Readers with a few
(Quotations from that Piece, which
may prove by no Means unwiter-

taining, not only as Specimens of

hjs Manner of Writing, but as

they arfc in themfelves truly worth
prelerving j and that the Book, it-

fclf being extremely fcarce, and
moreover, from tfie general Idea

formed of it, hardly confldered

as worth looking into. The
jreateft Part of them may poflibly

be unacquainted with that Piece
;

without Regard to Order, there-

fore, be pleafcd to accept the fol-

lowing Sentiments fele^ed from
it.

" Pride is the Serpent's Egg,
*^ laid in the Hearts of all, but
<« hatch'd b^y none !»ut Fools.'*

« Confcience is an intelledluat
** Caul that covers the Heart,, up-
*' on which all the Faculties fport
*• in Terror, like Boys that dance
" upon the Ice.'*

• You are the moft covetous
** Man in the Univerfe

j you give
^' what you have away to ihc

JO
** Poor, that you may enjoy it all

*' yourJ'tlf
J
and when your Time

*' is t^ die, you'll not leave a
" Farthing behind you to fling
'-' av'ay."

** He that lives in Pleafure nins
** up a Score, and he thit is af-

«* fiiaed is paying Debts."
" A Coquet is a Whore in tbe

" Soul, a Harlot for the Devil."
" Oh ! who fhall deliver me

" from the Contagion of Mcr-
•* tals ;—Of my Lambs, x\\\t in-

*' nocently fpcrt all round me, ct

** them will I learn Humility,
** and defpife your Arrogance

:

*' My Dog, that fcouts upon the

" Plain, I'll compare him with
" you, and bluQi for you. He
" loves me and is conftant, a fer-

" vent Friend, will fight till

" Death for his Mailer, rifes not
** up againft him When he fmltcs

« him } he's grateful, he flatters

" not, «md to your Sham^ has

** more Compall^on j for with his

" Tongue heHl heal the Wound
« of the Opprefled.—Ye Ratio-
" nals, learn of Brutes, Xhty teach
'< me to abhor Mankind.'*

Sementory'a Sentiments of Hap*
pinefs in Love are ingenious.—
** Of all Happlnefs (fays ihe) that

*' is the moh fweet, that is near-

** eft to us
i

Riches lie In the

*' Purfe, Love in the Heart j nc-

<* ver marry for Honour or Title
5

** Fame is always at a Diftance
j

" the Man I love is near. What
" is Fame.? A Word j that Word
" is Wind, the Humming of a

" Bee } but when I flefp by he,
<* Man I love, no Wind can comej

«* to me."
The Scene between Urhardeniy\

and PuHy the Mifer, contains the!

following very juft Remarks on

Avarice and upftart Gentility..—

The Mifer is in Alarm on a Re-

bellion bring raifed in the City,

and exclaims to himfclf thut,

«* Oh

icrve
1

" to his
*' ble ar
" of H,
" Light
" Flame

"Pun
" Gcntli
" icftioi

^ u
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Ltween Urbandenry

Llifer, contains the

T iuft Remarks on

Lpftart Gentility,-

In Alarm on a Re-

\a\M in the City,

to himfelf thuj

»« Oh

J o _
" Oh .' thefe Rogues are cnming,
" ihey'Ji rob me, take my Plate

" and break my Windows } O !

" Iweet Heaven, forgive me all

" my iJl-drcamt vifionary Levvd-

" nefs.—If they come I fliall ne-
" ver purchafc ATtw/'s Eftate, and
'< buy a Coat o( Arms and a Ta-
'* tent for my Son.

Enter Urbandcnny.
" Urban. So, old Gaddecar^

*' you're at "rajers j cry aloud,

" thy Dt-ity is deaf, with yotir

" fijuinting Soul that ken both
<* Karlh and Heaven ; fling your
" Bags into the Elements, then
" will you look ftraight up right.

" Degon;, what had thou to do
** in this World ? What doft thod
" mean ?

« Puny. I mean to be the Root
" ;>, a T jmily.

' UrSan. If the Root be Ava-
"lice, what will the Body,
" Branches, Leaves and Fruit be ?

" Twenty Generations muft pafs
*' away before thy Seed can be
" rcfin'd fo far as to produce a
" Gentleman.
' Puny. Is not Gold a Gentle-

JO

'• man ; a Pcrfon of Quality ?—
" \^hat nuikcs a Gefitleman ?

" Uibar. Education, Honour
' and Generofiiy; add to a fine

" Gentleman, Love, Refolution,

laiic: A Pcrfon of Quality

has all thefe Perfe£lions, and

I*'
is dlfcernlng ; with a fubllme

" Thirft in the Soul j a Longing

r lo reward Mi;rlt j fervent to

" fcrvethc Meaneft, andpunftnal
" to his Word ; his Blood is dou-

ble and treble rc/inM j he's full

" of Heaven j a Sun Fire ; a
" Light that quenches all the
** Flame of Nature,

** Puny, Cannot a new-born
" Gentleman have all t*hefe Per-
"Icdions?

'* Urinn, ITo, yoor Upftarts are

" huge and taJi, converre « ith a
** Prince of the Air, aad their
*' Noftrils are full of the Devil.

**

Dohgodclma's Curfe on Ilurio-

tbrumbo is perhaps equal to any
Thing of the Kind in our own or
any other Language.—It is as fol-

lows,
*' May Heaven pour down up-*

*' on him the bitter Blefling, the
*' Honey Curfe, the gilded Pill
«' that fatisfics Defire and infects
" tlic Mind

J
give him Rich^?,

*' and make him love them ; then
*« will he be abhorr'd of Men, the
'« Spirits, the Angels, and the
** Gods

J
may a proud Sign ap-

** pear in his Face, that he muy
** be a Tavern for Devils to riot
'* and banquet in ; ht him pam-
" per Nature, feod high to dc-
" ftroy his Taft.j, fo blind all tht;

" Beauties of his Mind j thci
" will hi^ hungry Pleafure de-
'* vour up all the eternal Treafure
«' of his Soul."

I fliall clofe this Set of Qiiota-

tions with Part of a Speech of
Lord FlamiSy which being the

moft extravagant Charafter in the'

whole Piece, will Aew how much
O.iginality and inventive Imagi-
nation this Writer pofleflls even
in his wjidcft Flight?.—It is Part

of a. Defcription of the next

World, where, after he has glv.^n

fome p,cnrral Account of the State

of Spirits there, he then proceeds,
** Q^^ccn Eizatah is in her

** Hut felling of fry'd Fritters
9

** Pcmpty and Alexander carry
** Charcoal to feed her Fires j the
" Great Mogu!, the Carar, the
** grim Bafjaw, the Fmpfrorj the
«* Grand Turk and Cajar^ arc
** fcrambling for the Drops of the
*• Pan ; and, as they are wont,
*' are fcuffling for Trifles, till it

** raifes their incxtinguifliable
*' Rage to Lnggerhea Js,"

[ T 3 ] John-
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J0MK86K, Mr.—Wh6 or what

this Gentleman was I know not,

but find his Name prefixed to a

Comedy, entitled,

The Femak Fortune-telUr. Cbtn.

Jones, Mr. H;»ry.—This Au-
thor, who is ftili living, is a Na-
tive of Ireland, being born at

Drogbcda, in the County of Meath

in that Kingdom.—He was bred

a Bricklayer, but, having a na-

tural Inclination for the Mufcs,

he purAied his Devotions to them
even during the Laboura of his

mere mechanical Avocations, and

compofing a Line of Brick and a

Line of Verfe alternately, his

Walls and Poems rofe in Growth
together ; but which of his La-

bours will be moft durable Time
aloiic muftdeterminc.—HisTurn,

as is moft generally the Cafe with

mean Poets, or Bards of humble
Origin, was Panegyrick.—This

j|;T0cu/d him fome Friends, and,

in the Year 1745, w^^n the Earl

of Cbeficrfield went over to Ireland

as Lord Lieutenant, Mr. ycuex

was recommended to the Notice

of that Nobleman, who has not

^een more remarkable for his

own fiiining Talents and Brillian»

cy of Parts, than for his zealous

and generous Patronage of Genius

in whatever Perfc. or of what-

ever Rank he may chance to meet

with it.—His Excellency, delight-

ed with the Dilcovery of this me-
chanic Mufe, not only favoured

kinv with his own Notice and gc-

terous Munificence, thought pro-

(sr to tranfplant this opening

Flower into a warmer and more
thriving Climate.——He brought

Slim with him to England, recora-

viended him to many of the No-
lility there, and not only by his

influence and Intereft pvocuied

hint a large Subfcription for the

fubUihing a Colk£lion of his

JO
Poems, hut it is faid even took on

himfelf the Alteration and Cor-

redtioA of his Tragedy, and alfo

the Care of prevailing on the Ma-
nagers of Gn/cnt-Garden Theatre

to bring it on the Stage.—This
Nobleman alfo recommended him
in the warmeft Maaner to the

late Mr. Co/ly Cibber, whofe

friendly and humane D^fpofition

induced him to fliew him a thou-

fand A£ls of Friendihip, and I

have even been informed that he

made ftrong Efforts by his ^nter-

th at Court to have fecured to

him the SucceiHon of the Laurel

at^er his Death.

The Appearance of Mr. Jonei's

Play is fo recent, and its Repre-

fentation fo frequently repeated,

that, excepting for the Sake of

more diflant Readets, it would

fcarcely be necelTary to mcntlcn

that the Title of it is

The Eari cftsszr, T>-ag,

My Opinion of Mr. Jonei^i Me«
rit as a dramatic Wrrtej- may be

feen in my Account of this Phy
in the firft Part of the prefent

Work.—His poetical Worth in

his other Writings is certainly not

in itfelf contemptible, yet is far

from being of the firft rate Kind.

—In fliort, it is pretty nearly on

a Par with that of another ruftic

bred Bard of this Century, whom
the Royal Favour having given a

Sandlic'n to, it became a Fafhicn

to admire his Writing?, tho' the

greateft Value that either that

Gentleman's Poems or thofe of

our Author poflTefibd to call them

into Notice above Hundreds ef|

t^e humbler Inhabitants of Par-

riajfus, was their being produced
j

by Geniufes eWirely uncultl-

vated J fo that, the Wonder was

not how Men of a poetical Turn

fliould produce fuch Verfes as

theirs, btit how any Verfes at all
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Jones, Mr. %A».—'Of this

Author I find no farther Mention
than that he lived in the Reign

of Charles I. and wrote cme very

indifferent Play, totitkd,

AOKASTA.
JoNsoN, Be»f oneofthemoft

confiderable dramatic Poets of the

laft Age } vrhether mtc coafider

the Number or the Mtrit of his

Produ£ltofl».«-^—He was born at

IVtftnrinfierxn 1574, and was edu-

cated at the public School ther?,

under the great Camdint'—'iit was

defcended from a Sects Family j

and his Father, who loft his £f-

tate itnder Qj_iVfflrjr, dying before

eur Poet was born, and his Mo-
ther marrying t Bricklayer for her

fecond Hulband, Bin was taken

from School to work at his Fa-

thcr-tn-Law's Trade.—Not be-

ing captivatrd with this Employ-
ment, he went into the Ix)w

Countries, and diftinguiihed him-
felf in a imlitary C^acity.

On his Return to England he
catered hintfelf at St. Joitn's Col-

lege Camhridge, and having killed

a Ferfon in a Duel, was con-

demned, and narrowly efcaped

Execution,—After this be turned

A£lor, and Shakejftan is faiil to

have firft introduced him to the

World, by reccminending a P}ay

t>f his to the Stage, after it had
been rejefted.——His Aicbymifi

gained him fuch Reputation that

in 161 9 he wa^ at the De^th of

Mr. Daniely made Poet Laureat

to K. yames I. and Mafter of Arts

at Oxford,

As we do not find you/fin's Kco-
nomicai Virtues any where re-

corded, it is the le^. to be won-
dered at, that after this we find

him petitioning K. CtarJes, on
his Acceiiioa, to enlarge his Fa-

ther's Allowance of a hiutdred

JO
Marks into Pounds } an<l quickly

afterwc learn i hat he was very poor

and lick, lodging in an obfcure

Alley : On which Occafion it was,

that Charles being prevailed on in

his Favour, fcnt him ten Gui-
neas ; which Ben receiving, faid,

« His Majefty has fcnt mc ten
" Guineas becaufe I am poor*
•* and Jive in an Alley, go and
" tell him that his Soul lives in
" an Alley."

He died in .luguji 1637, aged

63 Years, and was buried in

}VeliminJicr-/1biey.

His dramatic Compofitions are

very numnroui, and are as fol-

lows. •

I. Alchymifl, Com*
ft. BartbelomrW'Fairt Com.
3. Catalitie's Conf^raey* Trag.

4. Cballengt at Ttk, At a Mar-
riage, printed in 1640.

5. Chriftmai's Mafque.
6. Cloridit. A Mafqne.

7. Cynthia's Rrvels. Mafque.
8. The Devil is an Afs. Com.
9. Entertainment ofKing James,

in pafling his Coronation.

10. Entertainment in private of
the King and Queen, on
May Day in the Morning.
At Sir JVm, Cornwatlit'Sf

at Highgare.

XI. Ditto at Theobald's, on the
Delivery up of the Houfe
by the E. of Salijbury.

1%. Entertainment in farticular of
the Qaeen and Prince, on
the r firft coming into the
Kingdom.

X 3 . Entcrt-ainmenti>fthetwo Kingi

of Great- Britain and Don-
mark, at TheolaWs.

14. Ei'ery Man in hit Humour,
Com.

15. E-very Man *vt of bis Hit'

n:our. Com^
16. Fortunate Jfles, and their U~

nion celebrated, Mafque.

17. Cilden Age refiortd. Mafque.

iS. Hj-

1 r' 'H !i:

<,ii"'f

fet-,
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18. Ilymefnei, Sec. Mafquc.

19. Irt/h Maffjiie.

King's Evtcrfainment at

Welbeck, on his going to

Scotland.

Lote freed from Ignorance

and Folly. Mafquc.

42. Love njtored. Mafque.

13. Loves Welcome, Mafque,

for tlie King and Queen
at Boljover.

44. Mjgnetic Lady, Com.

25, Alaffue, on Lord Hading-

ton's Marriage.

a6. Mafque of Augurs,

27. Mafque of (hi'Is.

Mafque of ^eens.

Majque for the I'rencb Atn-
bailador.

M' tam'rpbojed C^pfies. M.
Mercury vindicated from the

jlkhymiJJs,

Mortimer's Fall. Fragment
of a Trag.

Neptune's Triumph. Mafq;

Ne^vs from the nt^v PVorii

in the Moon.

OieroHf the Fairy Prince.

Mafque.

56. Paris yjnniverfary. Mafq;

37. Pleafurc reconciled to Virtue.

Mafque.

32, Pceta'e, or his Arraign-

ment.

39' ^f""* Maffuef.

40. Sad Shepherd^ or a Tale of
Robin>Hood. Paibtal.

Sejanus's Fall. Trag.

Silent ff'omaH. Com.
Staple of News, Com.
Tale of a Tub Com.
Time vindicated to himfelfi

and to tis Honour,

46. Volfone. Com.

47. Cate ts altered. Com,

48. Pf)dciu. Com,

49. Nevf Inn, or the light Heart.

Com.
JoHDON, Mr. Thomas, lived

*in the Reign of King QbarUs I.

JO

»9-

30.

3*.

11-

34-

35-

4i«

42.

43-

44-

45'

and Wfote the three following re-

gular dramatic Hieccr., vix.

1. Fancy's Fefiivah. Mafque.

a. Money^s an Ajs. Com.
3. Walks of Islington and

HoG..Tox« Com.
I alfo. imagine that he mufl;

have fucceedcd Mr. Tatcham in

the diftinguilhed Honour of City

Poet, as we find fome of his

Pieces written for the Pageant

Ceremonials of Lord Mayor's
Day, in the fame Manner as thofe

which are mentioned in our Ac-
count of that Author.—Thefc,
of this Gentleman's which I have
been able <o tiacc, arc no more
than four, and thofe at broken
Periods ; but it is moft probable

that the City Poet was obliged to

fupply one for every Year.—Tlie
Titles of the four 1 have hinted

at are

1. London's Refurrcffion, 1671,
2. London triumplatit, 1 67 3.

3. London's Glury,, 16S0,

4. London's Joy, 168 1.

Whether Mr. Jordcn was an Ac-
tor by Profeflion I \inovt not, but

am rather apt to imagine the cor-
XxiV/.'—Langbaine however takci

Notice of his having afted the

Part of Lrpida, Mcffalina'i Mo-
ther, in a Tragedy written by

Mr. Richards, called Mefjalina,

Emprefs of Rome.

JoYNtR, Mr. IVilliam, wa*;

born in Oxford/hire in the latter

End of Kmg Charles I's Reipn,
and was educated at Magdalen Col-

lege, where he obtained a Fel-

low/hip, which he kept till he

changed his Religion, on which
he made a voluntary Refignatioo

ot it, and being fond of Retire^

mcnt, took great Delight in the

Favour and Good Will of his pri-

vate Frien'<s, which a natural

Sweutnefs of Difpofition that he

folTcilcdy and aa iaolfeolive Pru-

dcfifit

K
The.
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dcncc In his Behaviour^ obtained

lor him in a very perfeft Degree
j

nnr did he think proper to inter-

fere cither in the public Contro-

vcrfies of Religion or the Affairs

of State, till, on the new model-

ling of the Univerfjty under the

Ecc/cjiajiical Comntiji nert in King
'Jamei IPs Reign, he was rein-

ihted in his former Rank in the

College, which however be did

not very long enjoy, for fliortly

af er, 'vix. at the Revolution, the

College was reftorcd to its former
Settlement, and he and the reft

of the Fellows removed. On
which Occafion he again betook
himfelf to Solitude, in an obfcurc

Village in iuckins^bamjhire, where
he lived for many YedrS in the
moft letir'd Manner, not dying
till the r4th of S^t, 1706.
When he firft withdrew from Ox'
fordy he wrote one dramatic Piece,

entitled.

The ^oman Emprefs. Tr>g.
tangbaint informs us that the
ancient Name belonging to Mr,
Joyner*s Family had been Lyde,
and takes Notice of a little Book
written by this Gentlimaft, en-
titled Obfcrvatiom on the Life of
Cardinal Rcginaldus Polus, in the
Title Page of which the Aiithor
4ifguifes himfelf under the Ini-

<ials G. L. which he interpret! tO
ftand for Guliitmui Lydc,

K.
^

K r.-—Thtfe \>KQ Lfttert

• Lanphaine inttrpreta to
tr.can Francis Kirhnatiy and ftand
affixed to the Dedication of a Piece
of dramatic Satire, entitled.

The l*rejf»ytrrian tajhs, Tragi-
Cum.

K E
Klrkman was a very great Pub-

liAer of dramatic Works foon af-

ter the Refh>ration, whetbef
therefoie he was the Author or

only the Editor of this Piece, J«

not extremely apparent, even al-

lowing Mr. Lanfhaine''6 Explica-

tion of the Initials, which more-
over CoXftert MS. has given us to

be K. E.

This KirkmoKy in Vihcfe Name
by the Way Langbaine makes
fome Degiee of Confufion, calling

him at one Time Francs, and at

oiht'.sytbriKirkman,^^ the Pub
;

lifhcr oi a Collc<f\ion of dramatic

Pieces, under the Title of

The Wits, or Sport upon

Sport,

confiding of the following Farces

or Drolls, intended for Fain.
I . Bemficing Knight,

3. BuMe.
Qubmen,

Empirick.

Efuai Mateb*
6. FaijtHtir.

f, Ferc'd Valour,

8. French Dandng-Mafitr^
91 Grave-makers,

10. ^titkiri*s Love Courfe,

1 1. Ittvijihle Smirk.

12. Lame Commonweabb,

1 3. Landtag,
Mtek Ttftator,

Prince in Conceit,

Simpleton,

Stallion.

18. Svrprixt,

19. Tefiy Lover,

ao. Titrff merry Boys,

As alfo a fccond Pait of this Col-

k£!:on, for which f^d. Cox,
Rtbert.

Kelly, Jebny Efq;——Thil
Gentleman, who may be IHII

living, was a Member of the Ho-
nourable Society of the Miu'dlb

*Temph.—He was concerned with
others it\ the writing a daily pc

riodical Paper, called the Vtiiver*

fat

\\

3-

5-

>4-

»7-
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ful SptEiatoty .and in fome other
J'tcrary Undertakings j and is Au-
thor or five dramatic Pieces, the
1'itlcs of which are as follow.

1. Fall of Bob. Farce. . .,

a. Levfe, Farce,

3. Married Pkihfofber. Com.
4. Fill and Drop. Farce.

5. TiMON in Loi>e. Com.
K.ZLLICIEW, Dr. Htnty.'-

This Gentleman, who was one
cf the moft eminent Wits in

Cba-Us Vi Reign, was educated at

Cbriji Church Colicf,f, Oxfird, and
there, according *oCexeUri he took
the Degree of Doftor of Laws.

—

In what Year he was born is not
apparent, as the Play, on which
Account we have adnrittcd him
to a Place, fcems not to have been
a^ed till fome Time after the
Occafion was paft, for which it

was originally defigned, %/iu, tlte

Celebration of the Nuptials of
Lord Charles Heriert with the La-
dy Mary Ftlliers, at which Time
the Author was no more than fc-

venteea Year* of Age.—.Which
Circumftance we gather from an
Anecdote concerning it, rtlated

by Lan^taine, that refie£ts Ho-
rour on the Author.——For he
tells us, that on its firft Kepre-
fcntation .it Sluik-Friart, certain

Critics cavilled at the Character
of Cltanthi in it, objeAing that it

was monflrous and iwpoJfilU, for a

Poifon of only fcvcntcea Years
old, as that Charafler is fuppofed

t:) be, to conceive and utter fuch
Sentiments as he is made to fpeak,
and which would better fuit the
Lips of one of thirty Years of Agej
Co. which Obje£tion the learned
and ingenious Lord Falkland mait
this very judicious Reply in Vin-
idication of the Author, viz. that

it tcjT Kcithtr rocnftrous nor im-
portiblc for out of fevintctn Tears

tofpcak at fuch a Rate ^ ntlen He
tlat made him /peak in ttat Mart-

«<r, Mftd Virtte the lobole Play, ^vai

himjdfno older.—The Title oi the

Piece, which has alfo been highly

commended by Ben yanfcn, is

The Con'piracy. Trag.

Mr. Killigrcio was in Italy, mod
probably upon his Travels-, at the

Time that this Phy was fir/t pub-

liihed, which was in 163S, by

which Means it came out very

imperfeft and incorrcft.—But af-

ter his Return, it is probable he

might himfelf make fome Alter-

ations in it, and it was republilh-

cd in 1653, ^'^^ ^^^ altered Ti-

tle of
r^LLANTUs and Eudoba,

I And no Hints whereby to trace

out the exa£i Time either of the

Birth or Death of this Author.

KiLLiGREW, ThomaSf Efqj—

•

This Gentleman moft probably

might be related to the laft-men-

tioned Writer, at lea(( it is ap-

parent that they were Cotemfo-
rarics, for our prefcnt Author was

firfl Page of Honour to K. Cha. I.

and being afterwards appointed

Groom of the Bed - Chamber .3

his Son Ckarlti H, attended that

Prince during his Exile.—While

abroad he made the Tour of

France^ Italy and Spain, and in

165 1 was honoured by his Ma-
jefty with the Employment of

Refident at the Republic of Ft-

nice.

After the Rcftoration he conti-

nued in high Favour with the

King, and had frequently Acccfii

to him when he was denied to t)ic

firft Peers in the Realm ; and be

ing a Man of great Wit and Livc-

linefl of Parts, and having from

his long Intimacy with that Mo-
narch, and being continually about

his PerJon during his Troubles,

acquired a Ffeedom and Fami-

liarity with him, whiih even the 1

Pomp of MajcAy afterwards ccnilJ

not check in him, he fometiiti-s
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Ut Wit and Livc-

land having from

Iv with that Mo-

lontinually about

fng his troublfs,

Idom and Fatni-

l vvhich even t^M

\ afterwards couU

J, he fomctiifl'-;'^'

K I

by Way of Jcft, which King

Charkt was ever fond of, if ge-

nuine, even tho' himfelf was the

01 jeil of the Satire, would ad-

venture bold Truths which fcarce-

ly any one bffides woi 1 1 have

dared ev?n to hint at.—One Sto-

ry in paiiiCular is related of him,

which, if true, is a ftrong Proof

of the great Lengths he wdbld

fometimes proceed in his Free-

doms of this Kind, which is as

follows
J
—When the King's un-

bounded Paffion for Women had

given his MIftrefs fuch an Afcen-

dunt over him, that, like the ef-

feminate PerfianMomtQhf he was
much fitter to have handled a

DlftafF than to wield a Sceptre,

and for the Converfation of his

Concubines utterly neglcfled the

moll important Affairs of State,

Mr. Killignv} went to pay his

Majelty a Vifit in his private A-
partmcnts, habited like n Pilgrim

who was bent on a long Journey,

—"The King, furprized at the

Oddity of his -Appearance, in^n'c-

diatcly a/kcd lum what was the

Meaning of it, and whither be
w?.*; going ?

—

To IfeU, bluntly re-

plied the Wag.

—

Prithee, faid the
King, tubtit can your Errand bt to

that Place f—To fetch back Oliver

Cromwell, (rejoined he) that te

may takef'me Care of the Affoirt of
England, for kit Succeffor taket none

at all.

One more Story is related of
hirn, which is not barren of Hu-
mour.—King CharUt'% Fondnefs

for Pleal'ure, to which he almofl

alvv.ny8 made Bufincft give Way,
ufcd frequently to delay Affairs of
Confcquence from hit Majefty*8

riil'appointing the Council of his

Prcfcnce when met for the Uif-

patch of Bufincfs, which Ncgleft

gave great Difguft and Offence to

man' of thofe who wpre treated

with this fceming Difrel'^c^t,—

K I

On one of thefe OccaTions the
Duke of Lauderdale, who was na -

turally impetuous and turbulent,
quijted the Council-Chamber in a
violent Paffion, and, meeting Mr.
AT/y/zi-rOTy pref.>ntly after, exprcffcd
himfelf on the Occafion in very
difrefpeaful Terms of his Ma-
jcAy.—Killigrevf bcgg'd his Grace
to moderate his Paffion, and of-
fer'd to lay htm a Wager of an
hundred Pounds that he himfelf
would prevail on his Majefty to
come to CouncUin half an Hour.—The Duke, furprizcd at the
Boldncfs of the Affcrtion, and
warmed by hisRcfetitment againft
the King, accepted the Wager, on
which Killigrew immediately
went to the King, and, without
Ceremony, told him what hal
happen'd; adding thefe Words,
*' I know that your Majefty hates
*« Lauderd.tle, tho' the Ncccffity
** of your Affairs compels you to
" carry an outwaid Appearance
«< of Civility

; now, if you chufe
'< to be rid of a Man who is thus
" difagrecablc to you, you need
" only go this once to Council

;
«• for I kr.ow his covetous Difpo-
" filion fo pcrfeftly, -hat I am
" well perfuaded, rather than pay
" this, hundred Pounds he would
" hang himfelf out of the W.iv,
" and never plague you more."-^
The King was fo pleafed with the
Arcbncfs of this Obfcrvation, that
he immediately replied, tVelltben,
Killigrcw, / f^o/itivr/y will po.—
And kept his Word accordingly.

During his Rcfidcnce abroad
he applied the grcateft Pjrt of his
Icifure Hours to the .Study and
Praftice of Poetry, and particu-
larly dramatic Writings, feveral
of his Plays being compofed in
that Period of Time To this
S\t John Denham humorouHy al-

ludes, and alfo draws a Ch,ua(!>er
ttf «urAuthox extremely confilte it

with

; 'jM^
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with the Circumftances we have

been relating of him, in his Copy
ol-' Verfes on Mr.^^KiJ/igrtw^s Rjb-

lurn from his JEiDbafly at l^enUt,

Our Refident Tom/ -

From Venice « conUf

Attd bai left the Stateftnan behind

him ;

*Talk$ at thefame Pitch,

Is at ivifcf is as rich,

^d juji cohere yeu left bitiif you

fnd him,

II.

But who fays he is not

A Man of much fhty

May repent tin falfe Accufation ;

Having plotted and peniCd

Six Plays to attend

*rke Farce of bis ]^fgociaiion.

However, tho' Sir John Den-

Jbam here hints at only fix, Mr.
KiUigrcj} wrote nine Plays while

abroad, and two after he came
home ; the Names of them ail

arc as follows,

I. Bellamira., her Dream,

two Part*. Tragi-Com.

a. CicjLiA and Clorinda,
two Parts. Tragi-Com.

3. Claraxilla. Tr.-Com.

4. Parfonsfflidding. Com,
5. Pi/grim. Trag.

6. Princefs. Tragi-Com,

7. Prifoners, Com.
8. Thornaso, two Parts. C.
KiLtiGREW, TifcorMi, E(^;—-

As if the Name of Ki//igrf%v was

of itfelf a Warrant to the Title

of Wit, this Century has, as well

as the two preceding on«s, pro-

duced aiS Author of that Name.
—He was CentkmaR of the Bed

-

Chsmlerto his late Majei^y when
Prince of H^aleSf ^and wrote one

Play, entitled,

CbitCkfH' Com,

K I

KziLlOREw, Sir William,

Knt,—This Gentleman's Father
was Sir Robert Killigrenv^ Knigbt,
Chamberlain to Queen Elixabtth,

—He was born in May 1605, at
the Manor of Hamnvorth, near
HamptoH-Ceurt, and was cnter'd a

Gentleman Commoner in St.

yohn\ College, Oxford^ in Mid-
fummer Term of the Year i6z2.
—Here he continued for about
three Years, at the Expiration of
which he fet out on his Travels,
and made the Tour of Europe.-"
What Time he fpent abroad docs

not exa£lly appear
J

but wc find

him, after his Return, appointed
Governor of Pendennis Caftle and
Falmouth Haven, both in the
County of Curnivall, and alfo put

in the Command of the Militia,

of the Wertern Part of that

County.

His next Promotion brought
him to Court, as an immediate
Attendant on the King's own Pcr-

iij:i, being made one of the Gen-
tlemen Uihcrs of the Privy Cham-
ber, which PotT he kept till tl.c

breaking out of the Civil vVa:rj

when he had the Command of

the two great Troops of thole that

guarded the King's Perfon duriiig

the whole Courfe of the War be-

tween the King and Parliament

bellowed on him.—He was in

Attendance on the King at the

Time that the Court refided at

Oxford in the Year 1 642, at whidt

Time he alfo was a»?mitrcd to the

Degree of Doftor of Civil Law.—
But, when the King's Affairs

had fallen into fuch a Situ.iticn

as to be apparently paft Recovery,

he thought it the moft prudent

Stop, tho* he was under a Necef'

iky of Altering by his Attach*

meDt to the Royal Caufc to enter

into a Compofition for his Eflatt

with

tier,

ers.
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He ^TOte in the Reign of

Qnicen EHxabetbf and feems, from

C.rcumftances relating to this

Play, to have been Tutor to the

Children of the celebrated Lord

Muckburjif a particular which of

itfelf is fufllicient to give us a very

favourable Idea of his literary

Abilities.

L.

LACV, Mr. yohtt, flourift.

cd in the Reign of King
Cbarlts II.-— - He was born near

Doncafitr in Torkjbire, and was at

iiift bred a Dancing-Mafter, but

afterwards went into the Army,
having a Lieutenant's Comninion
and Warrant as Quarter-Maftcr

under Colonel Charlet GerrarJ.—
The Charms of a military Life,

however, he quitted to go upon
the Stage, in wiiich Profefljon,

from the Advantages of a fine

Pcrfon, being well fliaped, of a

good Stature and well propor-

tioned, added to a found critical

Judgment, and a large Share of

comic Humour, iie arrived at fo

great a Height of Excellence, as

to be univerfally admired } and in

particular was fo high in the Ef-

Ceem of King Charles II. that his

Majefty had his PiAure painted

in three feveral CharaAers, via.

ttagut in the Committee^ Scruple

in the Cheatt^ and Calliard in the

Variety ; which Piflure is Aill

prcferved at Windsor Cafllc—Nia
Caft of acting was chiefly in Co-
medy, and his Writings are all

«f that Kind, he being the Au-
thor of the four following Plan's,

I. Dumb LmJ^, Com.

L A
5.- S AwN E Y the Sect. Com.
4. Sir Hekcules Bupiocn.

Com.
The laft of thefe was not brought

.on the Stage till three Years after

the Author's Death, which bap.

pencd on the X7th oi Sept, i63i.

Mr. Durfey^ who wrote the Pro-

logue to it, has, in the following

Lines, paid a very great, but, as

it appears, a veiy deferving Com-
pliment to Mr. Lacy^i theatrical

Abilities, in Reference to the Ad-

vantages the Piece might have re-

ceived from the Author's own

Performance in it, had be beeo

living.

Know, that fum^JLicy, Orna-

ment 0' th* Stage,

Tkat Standard of true Comedy
in our Age,

Wrote this new Play.

AtiJ if it takes not, all that lat I

can fay ont,

Is, we\-e bis Fiddle, not L;

Hands, to play on't.

LANcroRD, Mr.—This Gen-

tleman is perhaps better known I

in the polite than in the ^e.'r/ct;/

World, fbnding at this Timethel

forcmoft in Renown among i\

Set of Orators, whofe Eloqucmel

muft be confcflcd of the moil per<|

hd and powerful Kind, fince itl

has that amazing Prevalence ofl

pcrfuading Mankind to part wiihl

even their Money.—In a Word/

to leave Ambiguities, he is tha

moft celebrated AuAioneer of thj)|

Age, and SucceflTor in that Pn

feHion to the great Mr. Cock.

His Succefs, or perhaps hi j McrirJ

has not been equally great in :))[

Exercife of his Pen as in that 1

another more valuable Weapon |

for the only dram^itic Fleer, 1 bej

licvc, which ht has attemptfi

tJ(M>* it if in print, wai ncvd
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aftcd, nor indeed fccms to by any

iuft Cbim to that Honour.—It

was efivitled,

The Mad Captain. Com.
Lansdownf, Lord, was fe-

Ci'ind Son of Berna>'d Granville^

and Grand-Son of the famous Sir

Pevillc Granville, who was killed

at the Battle of LanfJoiune in

1643.—This Nobleman received

the firft Principles of Education

in I'rancef under Sir/A9n. E///*, a

Gentleman afterw'ard diflinguilh-

cd in many public Employments.
When the Nation was difturbed

hy the Commotions occafioncd by
the Endeavours of yama II. to

introduce the Popifti Religion,

Lurd I.anfdctvuff who bad early

imbibed Principles of Loyalty, be-

inc of a Family which had fuf-

fered in the Caufe of Charles I,

follcited his Father's Pcrmifllon

to engage in the Party of this in*

fatuated Prince : Whether he
really did, or did not join him,
ft not known j but there was no
Opportunity for him to flgnalize

his Courage, as the Revolution
was accomptiHied without any
Lofs of Blood.

In 1702 he trnnflated the fe-

cnnd O/vrtbian of DemoJIbenes : he
was ele£ltd Member for the
County of Cortnval! in 1 7 10 ; and
foon after made Secretary at War.
Ke was next mnd • Comftroller of
the Hou/hold, then Treafurer

;

and fworn of the Pr'.vy Council

:

and created Baron Lanfdowne of
Biddiford in Devonjhirt.—On the

Acceflion of King George I. he
was committed to the Tviver on
an Impeachment for High Trca-
fon; but was honourably dif-

chargcd without Trial.—He died
in 1735.
He wrote,

I. She Gallantt. Com.
t. lieroii Ltvt, Trag.

L E
3. British Enchanters, Dram,

Opera.

4. pELSus and Thktis. M,
Leanari), or Leanerd,

Mr. yohn.—So Coxeter has cor-

refled the Name of this Gentle-

man, who lived in the Reign of
Charles II.— Mr. Lans^bjine has

treated him with great Severity,

and indeed a Degree of Scurrility,

which had fomewhat the Ap-
pearance of pcrfonal Pique and

Refcntment.—He has called hini
** a confident Plagiar}', whom he
" 'lifdains to ftile an Author

j

** one, who, tho' he wou'd be
" efteem'd the Father, is at bcft

*' but the Midwife to the Labours
" of others j" and that, " Gipfy-
" Hie, he begs with ftolen Chil-
" dren, that he may raife the
" more Companion."—Yet, beg-

ging Mr. Langbaine^s Pardon, who
by the bye on many Occafions

(hews himfclf to be far from an

impartial Writer, tho* Plagiarifm

be a Fault, this Gentleman is not

more guilty of it than many
whom he has let pafs without

fo fevere a Cenfure.—And altho*

he may have borrowed from o-

thers, yet he fecms to have hai
at leafl fome Merit of his owu,
(ince yaceb has attributed to him
an origin '.I Play, from which
one of our moft entertaining Co-

mic Writers, viz. Colley Cibbei,

has borrowed the greatefl Part of

a very entertaining Comedy, and

which is frequently a£led to this

Day, viz. Sbe'wou'danijbetvoud

ncr.—The Play of^Mr. Leanerd'%

is entitled

The Couttterfeiti. Com.
The two other dramatic Pieces,

which our Author has publiOicd

under his own Name, and for

which Mr. Lar.gbatne has attack?

ed him with fo much WarmtH
and Violence, arc entitled,

[ U t ] 1. Ceun

n: n:s

'^!
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1. Country Innoetnee. Com.
%. Rambling Jufiice. Com.
Lee, Nathaniely a very emi-

nctet dramatic Poet of the laft

Century, was the Son of a Clcr-

fyman, who gave him a liberal

Iducation.—He received his firft

Rudiments ofLearning TXWtJimin-

per School, from whence he went
o Trinity College, Cambridge.'—
C^oming to London, however, his

.
Inclination promoted him to ap>

pear on the Theatre j but he was
rot more fuccefsful in reprefent-

ing the Thoughts of other Mcd,
than many a Genius bef:des, who
have been equally unfortunate in
trtading the Stage, although they

kjitw fo well how to write for it.

iJc produced eleven Tragedies, all

of which contain a very great Por-
tion of true Poetic Enthufjafm.

—Now, if any ever felt the Paf-

fion of Love more truly j nor
ffiuld any one dcfcribe it with
more Tcndcrnefs.—y^i/fi/ow com-
mends bis Genius highly j ob-
it rving that none of our Englijb

Poets had a happier Turn tor

Tragedy, although his natural

Jfire and unbridled ImpetuoHty
hurried him beyond all Bounds
of Probability , and fometimes
"were quite out of Nature.-—The
'I'luth is, this Poet's Imagination

ran away with his Reafon ; (o

rhat at length he became quite

crazy : and grew fo bad, that his

Friends were obliged to confine

him in Bedlam j where he made
that famous witty Reply to a Cox-
tomb Scribbler, who had the Cru-
elty to jeer him with his Misfor.

tune, by obfer\ing that it was an
cafy Thing to write like a Mad-
man :

—

IJo, faid Lee, // /* not an
taj'y Thing to ivrite like a Madman

;

iift it is very tajy to write like a
rool.

Lee had th: grcd Fortune to re-

L E ^

cover the Ufe of his Reafon fo far

as to be difcharged from his me-
lancholy Confinement j but he

did not long furvive his Enlarge-

ment : dying at the early Age of

Thirty- four. Cibber, in his Lives

of the Poets, fays he petifhed un-

fortunately in a Night Ramble,

in London Streets; and other Wri-

ters mention the fame Thing :

and probably this was the End

of poor Nat. Let

!

—His dramatic

Pieces are,

I. Nero, Emperor cf Rome.
a. SoPHONISBA, OrHANNI-

B A l'j Overthrow.

3. The Rival S^ueens, or A-
LEXANOKR tbeGreat.

4. MiTHBlDATES, King cf

PONTUS.
5. Theodosius, QttbeForct

of Loie.

6. C^sAR Borgia.
7. Lucius Junius Brutus.

fCrW^ deems this thcbefl

of his Tragedies-)

8. CoNSTANTiNE tbeGreat,

9. Tht Princefs o/Cltvz,
10. The Majacre 0/Pav.is.

11. Gloriana, ot the Court of

Augustus.
Befides the above Tragedies, Lee

was concerned with Dryden in

writing the Duke of Guife, and

that other excellent Tragedy en-

titled Oedipus.—He alfo revived

Shake/pear's King Ltar, in v/hich

lie made feme Alterations, and

brought it on the Stage in 1681.
—^^His Tbeodofius and Alexander the

Great are Stock-Plays, and to this

Day are often afted with great

Applaufe.— Mr. Barry has been

particularly fortunate in the Cha-

racter of the Macedonian Here.

Legce, Tbtmas, Of this

Writer I know nothing more than

the Name, which Langbaine tells

us is infertcd in a Catalogue of

Playn printed with MaJJinger's Old

Law,

'
(:
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L E
IctVt and there U\A to be the

Author of a Play, called

The Deftruaton of Jekusa-
LEM.

Leigh, Mr. ydr, was an

After, but of no very grii\t Emi-
nence, and therefore ihcuiii be

dlftingi,i(hed tVom the ^reat Ltinh,

vho was Cotemporary with Un-

d.rhil/f Betterton, 9zc..—Um was a

Native of Inland, and made his

firlt theatrical Eflay on the Stage

in Dublin.—From thence he came
over to Loi:don, where, from his

having th'i Advantage cf a good

Figure, he was eng:^gcd by the

lat..' Mr. Rich in a Company with
uhich, in the Year 1714, he
opened the Theatre Royal at

Lincoln s-Jr.n Fidds.— But, tho'

he continocd on the Stage for

twelve Years after, he made no
confiderable Advances towards

theatrical Excellence.— He ditd

in 1726, in the 37th Year of his

Age, and left behind him two
dramatic Fiect^s, entitl d,

1. HobU H'edding, Furcc.

2. Ktnfuigtm GariiM. Com.
Lenn6x, lAx%, Arabella '"

This Lady, who is now living,

and an Authorefs by Piofe/Hon,

lias railed her Fame on the Foun.
dation of Novel - Writing, of

\^hich ibe has produced ft^vcril,

viz. the fentali ^ixote, Henri ttOf

Sophia, £ic. \^hich arc far from
wa?uing Merit in their Way

;

yei fhe would have had no Right
to any Mention in this Place but

for one little Piece that fhe has

pubU(bed, which, tho* never a£l-

* Her Maiden Name was Ramfay.
She ivat the Daughter ofaVotth'
American Gentleman j and it

jhi-uld feemj from fame ef her

Ptemt, that J?.>t U a Native cf
New-York j on which Place/be
tat virittitia fvert Satire*

L I

cd, has yet fome Connexion witi*

the Drama ; it is entitled,*

Ph 1 1. A N o E R . Dram. Pa^oraL
Lewis, Mr.— This Gentle-

man, according to HHlfincop, was
living in the Year 1747, and pro-

bably may be fo at this Time.—
The fame Writer alfo informs us,

that he was favoured with the

E(tcem and Friendfhip of Mr.
Pope, as likewifc that he was
Author of one DraT.atic Piece,

entitled,

Philip o/"Macedon. Trag.

LiLLo, George, was by Pro-

fi'flion a Jfewcller, and was borit

in the Neighbourhood of Moor'
gate in London, on the 4th of Feb,

1693, in which Neighbourhood
he purfued his Occupation for Ina-

ny Years with the faircft and
moft unSlemifhed Charafter.—He
was bred up in the Principles of
the Protcftant DifTentcrs j but kt
his Religious Trafls have been
what they would, he would have

been an Honour to any Seft he
had adher'd to.—He was ftrongly

attached to the Mofes, yet feem'd

to have laid it down as 2 Maxim,
that the Devotion paid t» them
ought always to tend to the Pro-

motion of Virtue, Morality an<f

Religion.—In the Purfoance of ~

this Aim Mr. Lillo was happy in

the Choice of his Subjects, and
fliew'd great Power of afFei^^ing

the Heart, by working tip the

Paflions to fuch a Height, as to

render the Dii'treffcs cf c'ochhion

and domeHic Life equally intcr-

cdlng to the Audiences zi that

of Kings and Heroes, :nd the

Ruin brought on private Tairiilics

by an Indulgence of Avarice, Luil',

&c. as the Havock made in States

and Empires, by Ambition,"Cru-
elty or Tyranny.——Fiis Cecrgt

Barnwell, FaftdCurioJitj, and At"' •

den cf Feverfbam, are all planned

Oj} common and well-known Sto-

[ U 3 J -^crj

t \

' H

I! in



i'

'(I

Ml

Bf ''*•'

» ,

I. I -

ries
;

yet they have perhapis more
frequently drawn Tears from an
Audience, than the more pompous
Tragedies of Alexander the Great.

Allfor Love, ice. particularly the

f5rftofthenn, which, being found-

ed on a wclUknown old Ballad,

many of the Critics or that Time,
who went to the firft Reprefenta-

tion of it, formed fo contemptible

an Idea of the Piece in their £x-
peflations, that they purchafed

the Ballad, fome Thoufands of
which were ufed in one Day on
this Account, in order to draw
Comparifons between that and
the Play.—But the Merit of the

Play foon got the better of this

Contempt, and prefented them
with Scenes written fo truly to

the Heart, that they were com-
jidled to fubfcribe to the Power,

and drop their Ballads to take up
their Handkerchiefs.

Mr. Lillof as I before obferved,

has been happy in the Choice of

his Subjects } his Conduct in the

Management of them is no lefs

meritorious, and his Pathos very

great.-«-If there is any Fault to

be obiefted to his Writings, it is

ttit u>metimes he iffe€t$ an Ele-

vation of Stile fomcwbat above

Ihe Simplicity of his Subject, and

-flhe fuppofcd Rank of his Cha-
u&ers } but the Cuftom of Tra-
gedy will {fand in fome Degree of

Xxcufe fm this, and a ftill better

Argument perhaps may be ad-

mibed in Vindication, not only of

«ur prcfent Author, but of other

Writers in the like Predicament,,

ifcbich Is, that even Nature itCetf

will juftify this Condufi, fince

we find even the noR kumble
., CtiaraAers in real Life, when un-*

'^'

A^t peculiar Circun>ftances of Dif-

g^ tre(s, or actuated by the Influence

H]|;;aO|t. violent Paflipns, will at

TiVques be diivated to an Aptncfs

«f £]f^tci&<)n »od power of Lan-

LI ^
goage, not only greatly fuperlor

to themfelves, but even to the

general Language of Converfation

of Perfons of much higher Rank
in Life, and of Minds more per-

fectly cultivated.

This Author died September 3,

1739, *" ^^^ 47**^ Year of his

Age, leaving behind him the

Charafter of a Man of ftridl Mo-
rals, great Good -Nature, and a

found Und^rffanding } and, what
added a double Luftre to 7.II thel'e

Perfeftions, endued with an un-
common Share of Modefty.*—i-

H^hincop (or the Compiler of the
Lift of Plays af^rscu to his Sc*n~

derbeg) has indeed fpoke but

flightingly of his Genius, on Ac-
count of fome little Sort of Ri-
valOiip and Pinu fubfifting be-

tween that Gentlen>an and our

Author, with Refped to a Tra-
gedy of the lattcr's, entitled the

Cbrifiian Hero, written on the

fame Story with the Scanderbeg of

the former.——Notwithftanding
which, under the Sanilion not

only of the Succefs of his Pieces,

but alfo of the Commendations
beftowed on them by Mr. Pope,

and other indifputable Judges, 1

1

fhall venture to affirm that Mr.
Lillo is far from fTanding in the

|

loweft Rank of Merit (however he 1

may be ranged with Refpedl toj

Fame) among our dramatic Wrl-
terr.

His dramatic Pieces arc fevenl

in Number;, and their Titles ai|

follow,.

I. ArDKN ef FZVERSHAM.
Trag. Vid. AddenpaI
to Vol. I.

» Chriftlan Hero. Trag,

3. JEhierick, Trag.

4. Fatal Curhpy. Trag,

5. ho-anon Merchant. TrafJ
Vid. Appendix.

6. Marina. Play, 3 Afts,j

7. SoTLViA, Ballad Opera.

Llovi
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XxOYD, Mr. Robertf mws for-

merly one of the Uihers of IVeJi-

minfter School, but at prefcnt I

believe employs his literary Ta-
lents moftly in the Service of the

Prefs.——He was Author of a

Poem called the j^^or^ which not

only gave Proofs of great Judg-
ment in the Subject he was treat-

ing of, but had alfo the Merit of

fmooth VcrGfication and great

Strength of Poetry.—Some little

Poems, however, which he has

publi/hed fince, feem fcarcely e-

Qual to the -Specimen of Abilities

fet forth in that Piece.—In the

Beginning of the Poetical War^
which for fome Time pad raged

among the living Wits of this

Age, and to which the celebrated

Mofciad founded the firft Charge,

Mr. Uoyd was fufpedted to be the

Author of that Poem.——That
Cluirge, however, he exculpated

hitofelf from, by an Advcrtife-

ment in the public Papers, on
which Occaiion the real Author,

Mr. CburcbiUy boldly ftep'd forth,

iKid in the fame public Manner
#Bchred himfelf} and drew on

that Torrent of Anti -Rt)Jciads,

jipolcgin , Mtirphiads , ChurcbiU

tiadtf JSxamfiftrSf Sec. which for a

long Time kept up the Attention

and employed the Geniufes of the

Ireateft Part of the critical World.
Mr. Lioyd is faid to be Author

of one little dramatic Piece of

iaft Seafon's Growth, entitled,

Arcadia. Dram. Pailoral.

Vid. Appendix.
Lock MAN, Mr. Jobtif Secre-

tary to the Britip Herring Fifliery,

—His poetical Talents fccm not

very extenfive, as the greateft Part

t>f what he has favoured the

World with of that Sort, have
keen only a few Songs, Odes, &c.
written on temporary Subjefts,

and intended to receive the Ad-
Vantage of x»«fical CompeTitioA

L O
before they reached the Pubiic—

•

I find, however, two Pieces of

the dramatic Kind, both of them
defigned to be Cet to Mufic, but

only the firft of them, I believe,

ever performed. They arc en-
titled,

Z. D A V I 0*1 Lamentations,

Oratorio.

a. Rosalinda. Dram. Piece,

Mr. LtckmaH has been concerned

in feveral TranOations and Com- '

pilemcnts of very confiderablc

Works
J

particularly the General

DiSionary and Blainvilfs Travels,

Lodge, Tbomasy M. D.—The
Family from which this Gentle-

man wa:- defcended had its ReA-
dcnce in Lincoln/hire, but whether
theDo£lorhimielf was born there,

feems not very eafy to afcertain.

—Langbaifte and jfacol), and after

them fVhincep and Cbeiivecd, who
in the general are little more than

Copiers, run into the Miilake of

giving this Gentleman his Educa-

tion at the Univcrfity of Cam-
bridge, whereas fP'ood informs us

that it was at Oxford he was edu-

cated, where he made his fir'l

Appearance about 1573, and wa»
afterwards a Scholar under the

learned Dr. Hoiye of Trinity Col-

lege.—-Here he made very conf:-

dcntble Advances in Learning,

dedicated ibme Time to reading

the Poets of Antiquity, and hav-

ing himfdf a Turn to Poetry,

more efpeciolly of the fatirical

Kind, his Genius foon render'd

itfelf confpi&uous in various Conv-

pofitions of that Nature, and ob-

tained him no inconfiderable Re-
putation as a Wit and Poet.

However, Mr. Ledge being very

feq/ible of the Barren ncfs of the

Soil throughout the whole Neigh-
bourhood of Parnajfus, and how
feldom the Study of Poetry yi^ds

a competent Provifion to its Pro-

feflbrs, tery prudently coniidered

it

.
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it is Ohly an Amufument for ldl«

iure flouis, a Relaxation from
more important Laboun ; and

therefore, after having taken one
Degree in Arts, applied himfelf

>vith great AflTiduity, to the more
profitable Study of Phyfick, for

the Improvement of which he
went abroad, and after (laying a

fufficicnt Time at Avignon to be

entitled to the Degree of Doctor

in that Univerfity, he returned,

and in the latter End of Queen
Elixaheth'% Reign was incorporat-

ed in the Univerfity of Cambridge.

—He afterwards fettled in London,

vhcre, by his Skill and Intereft

with the /?o»ftf» Catholic Party, in

which Pcrfuafion it is faid he was
brought up, he met with good

Succefs> and came into great

Praaice.

In what Year Dr. Lodge was
born does not evidently appear,

but he died in 1625, and had
Tributes paid to his Memory by
many of his Cotemporary Poets,

who have charafterized him as a

Man of very confiderable Genius,

His dramatic Works are as fol-

low,

I. Looking Glafi for London
and England. Trapi-Com.
(aflifled by Rcbeit Green.)

a. Wounds of Cixil War, Tr.
Winjianky has named four more
dramatic Pieces, befides the firft

of the two above-named, which
he aflerts to have been written in

ConjunAion by this Author, af-

fiftcd by Robert Green, viz.

X<<t<^rALiMONY. Com.
Laws of Nature. Com.
Liberalitie and Prodigaktit, C,

LvMiNALiA. Mafque.
But the three firft of thefe, tho'

they might be brought to agree in

Pgint of Time, yet are all printed

attonymous :->And, as to the laft,

it was written on a particular Oc-
caliOD, and that sot till two Years

L U
after Dr. Lodje^i Death, and full

^^

thirty-five after that of Robert
''

Green,

Lower, Sit William, T^rit. was
a noted Cavalier in li.e Reign of

King Charles I.—He was born at

a Place called Tremare in Cornwall.

—During the Heat of the Civil

Wars he took Refuge in Holland,

where, being ftrongly attached to

the Mufes, he had an Opportu-
nity of enjoying their Society, and
purfuing his Studies in Peace and
Privacy.—He was a very great

Admirer of the French Poets, par-

ticularly Ccrneille and ^inault, on
whofe Works he has built the

Plans of four out of the fix Plays

which he wrote ; the Titles of

all his dramatic Works in gene-

ral are,

I. Amorous Pbantafin. T»-C.
a. HoRATius. Trag.

3. JnchantedLovers, Diam.Paft.

4. Martyr. Trag.

5. Noble Ingratitude. Paft.-

Tragi-Comedy.
6. Phmk IX in her Flames. T.

Sir William Lower died in 166a.
LvPTON, Mr. Tbemat.'—OS

this Author Langbaine tells us he
was unable to recover any Parti-

culars, either as to the Time of

his Birth, the Place where he
lived, or any Thing he wrote, ex-

cepting one Tragedy mentioned in

former Catalogues, entitled,

AH for Money.

As to all the former Particulars i

know as little as Mr. Largbaitre,

but happening to have fecn the

Play, which that Writer honeftly

confefTes he had not, am able t«

afcertain the Author's Name,
wkich Mr. Langbaine has mif-

takenly called Lupon.—The Name
as I have given it is printed, to-

gether with that of the Publiflier,

at the End of the Piece, which
is apparently very old, being writ-

ten iaJLbime, and priatcdin th^
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01 black Letter, withovt any

trnmhering to the Page.—Th«
Manner of the Writing, more-

cvcr, is as old as that of the

Printing.—The Characters bring

all figurative, Allfor Maref, Wit
wHbeut Money , Moitty tBTtheat

Wity P/eafure, iet„ being pcrfona-

Hzcd and made Interlocutors in

the Play or Interlude.

—

Coxeter,

in his Mauufeript Additions to

Jdcob''s Lives, has peremptorily,

^ud without afTigning any Rcafon
ftT fo doing, affixed to it the
Date of 1578.—But if, as is mcft
probable, he has t^kcn this Liber-

ty from having fccn fomc Edition

of it fo dated, it muft* 'have been

an Imprcfljon fuWVqucnt to that

which fell into my Hands, and
which has no Date j and therefore

we may conclude the Play is in

Reality ftill older thnn what even
be has made it to bet

Lydk, WiJliaut, Vid. JoT-
NE«, William.

Lyliy, or LjLr.T, Jobn,
M. A. lived in the Reign of Q^
ElixabetL.—He was a Native of
Kent, and received his Education
in St. Mary Magdalen College,

Oxford, at which Univeriity he
took his Degree of Mafter of Arts
in the Year 1575. He was a
very afliduous Student, and warm-
ly addifted, more elpecially to the
Study of Poetry, in which he
mrde fo great a Proficiency, that
he has bequeathed to the World
no lefs than nine dramatic Pieces.

—He was the firft who attempted
,

to reform and purify the Eng!i/h
Language, by purging it of obfo-
Icte and uncouth Exprcflions : For
this Purpofe he wrote a Book en-

I titled EuPHlEus and lis England,
which feems to have met with a
Degree of Succefs unufual with
the firft Attemptcrs of Reforma-
tion, the being almoft immcdi-

<(

C(

^ L Y '

9te]f and aniverfally foUowid.'-*

At lead, if wc may give Credit

to the Word! of Mr. Blount, who
publillied fix-of Mr. LiUyt Plays

toj,etI«r, in one VoTumc in

twelves, in • Pieface to which
he fays of our Atftfaor, that

Our I^atitn tire in bis Debtfor a

new Englilh, wbicb be taught

tberft : Eapheus dm/ ;&/s England
" (fays he) began Jh^ that Lan-
**

E'^'i' > "'^ *"*' •L<*^»« "rtw* hit

'« Schelan ; aitd that Beauty at
** Court, whieb eould not parley

" Eapheifme, (fhat is to fay)

** who was unabSe to converfi 19

*' that fitre and refBrmed Engliih,

" which he had farmtd his Work
" fo he the Standard of) W3» as

" little regarded as fit which ntn»

" there, peaks not French."

According to this Mr. Bl^m,
Mr. LiJly was deferving Jt the

higheft Encomiums. He ftilcs

him, in his Title Page, the onif

rare Poet tf that T/W, tb« Witty^

Cmkal, Facetioufty-^idt, and un'

paraHeTJ John Lilly j and in }ii«

Epiftle Dedicatory fays, " that he

«* /ate at Apollo'* Tables that A-
" polio i-zTv* him a Wreath of hit

*' own Bayes without fnatching,

" and that the Lyre he played on
*' had no borrowed Stn'ngs.*'-^And

indeed, if what has been above-

hinted with Regard to the Refor-

mation of the Engli/b Language
be FadV, he certainly has a Claini

to the higheft Honours from his

Countrymen, and even to have a

Statue erefted to his Memory,
iince, in the Foundation of what
he thus begun, our Language
feems all at once to have ftarted

out into a Degree of Perfeftion*

which it has fcarcely exceeded at

any Period fince.

His PIa>s, which were in th^
Age very well cfteemed both h^
the Cobxt and the Univcrfity, are.

i;t!

i
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as I faid before, aine in Number,
and their Titles as follow,

1. AtEXANDZR and Cam
TASTt. Tragi-Com.

2. Ekoimion. Com.
3. Gaiatia. Com.
4. Levf lis Mttamorflojis.

Dram. Part.

5. Maid her Me*amofphoJit,

^. Mothtr B M B I X . Com.
7. MvDAS. Com.
?. Sappho and Phaoic. C.
9. Woman in the Moon. Com.

WinfianUy has attributed another
I'iece to this Author, entitled,

^ fVartiittgftr Fair frcmen,
but very erroneoufly, that having
been wrir.cn by an anonymous
Author.

Lynch, Franeit, Efq}—Ofthis

Gentleman I can trace nothing
farther than that he was a Wri-
ter of the prefent Century (pro •

bably ftill Iving) and Author of
two dramatic Pieces, v/«.
Tht Indefendant Patriot. Com.
The Man 0/ Honour, Com.

M.

ME—Thefc Initials (land
• to a dramatic Piece, pub-

lifted in the Reign of Ckar.'cs II.

entitled.

Saint CiciLY, Trag.
But I cannot find out any known
Author of that Time, with whofc
Name the Letters will corrcfpond,

or by whom therefore I can with
any Appearance of Probability
form a ConjcAure of its having
been written.

M. W.~ Thefe Letters ftand

In the Title Page of a dramatic
Piece, called

rhoFtmaUffiit. Cora.

M A %
,i^'-i

Cfxaer, in his Remarks on yactS^
has altered with his Pen the Let-

ters of W. N. which that Author
had mentioned as belonging to a

Piece, entitled,

Huntington'* Dlvcrti't -

ment. Interlude,

to tlio'c at the Head of this Ar-
ticle.^I therefore imagine thefe

to be the Letters properly belong-

ing to it, and Jacob to have been

in a Miftake.—^^/>fo/, how-
ever, has implicitly copied the

W. N. from Jacob.

Machin, Mr. Lewis.—Con
cerning this Author I find no-

thing upon Record but that he

lived in the Reign of K.. Cbar. I.

and wrote one Play, which we
find reprinted in DodJlt/% Collec-

tion of old Plays, entitled.

The Dumb Knight. Com.
MACKtiN, Mr. Charles.

This Author Is a Native of Jre-

larrdf born, as I have been in-

formed, in the County of fViJi

Meath, and that the Name of his

Family was M'LaugUIn, which
feeming fomewhat uncouth to tlie

Pronunciation of an Erglifl)

Tongue, he, on his coming upon

the Stage, anglicized it to that by

which he has ever fince been

known.—His Merit ss a Come-
dian in various Characters is too

well known to need our taking

up much Time in expatiating oa

it, particularly in Sir Gilbert

Wrangle in the Reftifal, Don Mj-
nuelxn the Kind Jmpojicr, Sir Ar-

cbibatd M'Sarcafm in his own

Farce of Love a-fa-MoJe ; he ha^

alfo been cftcemed as very capital

in the Cliarafter of Sbalejftarei

lago
J

bt the Part in which he

has ever been allowed to fhinc

without a Competitor, is that of

Sbyieck in the Merchant ef J'tri f,

which he performed in (o ratur;.!

a Manner, that a Gentleman in
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tlie Audiflice» on his firft Appear*

anfe in it, by Way of Diftlnftion

of his fuperior Excellence, ftarted

out intv this accidentalExtempore,

7bis it the Jn»
that Shakefpeare drewt

fvhlch B^preifion being ready to

every one*s Remembrai.we, efta-

bliflied Mr. Macklin'% very deferr-

ed Reputation in the Character.

Mr. Macklin had the Misfortune

feme Years ago, in Confequence

of a fudden Aft of Paflion, to oc-

caf'ion the Death of a Brother Co-
median (one Mr. Hal/am) and

ilood his Trial on Account of it,

but was honourably acquitted, it

appearing to be merely acciden-

tal, and without any Malice /rf-

fenje.—However, he doe^ not ap-

pear to be of the happieft or moft

complacent Difpofition, and that

Tur'oulence of Temper which has

at fome Times induced him to

Steps whereby he has offended

the Audience, and »t others in-

volved in Difputes with the Ma-
nugcrs, has, at different Periods,

and that for a long while together,

deprived the Public of a very good

Performer, and himfclf of thofe

Emoluments and Rewards that his

Merit had a perfeft Right to, to

the great Lofs of both.—He is

now in the Decline of Life, a

Veteran of the Stage, and as he
has fpent much the greateft Part

of that Life in the Service of the

Public, it were much to be wifli-

ed, that the Remainder of it

might take a quiet Repofe, free

from thofe Storms and Hurricanes

which have but too frequently

difturbed it.->He was formerly

ronndrred as an exc«'IIent Tutor
in the Theatrical Arts, and in«

deed the Succefs Mifs Macklin has

vfry juftljr met with, feems a

ha^l Proof of tht Trwth of ikia

M A
AfTcrtion, as I have been Inform*
ed Ac ftands almoft entirely in'
debted to the Judgment and In-
ftruftion of her Father, in Op-
pofition, if not to Genius, at
Icaft to Inclination, for that the-
atrical Execution which has gain-
ed her fo much of the Favour of
the Town.
Mr. Mack/in"9 Merit as a Wri-

ter is more particularly enlarged
on in our refpeaivc Accounts of
his Works in the firft Volumi^
it will be therefore needlefs to re-
capitulate here wliat we have
there faid, and conicnuently fuf-
ficient to point them* out to the
Reader'* farther Obfervation, bv
an Enumeration of their Title* in
the following Liff, vix.

1. Fortune Hunters. Farce.
2. Henry VII. Trag.

3. Love a la Mode, Farce.

4. Married Libirtine, Com.
5. Suffiiciont Hujband CriticifcJ,

Farce.

6. Will orno mil. Farce.
Ma ID WILL, Mr. yfii6».^The

Times of this Gentleman's Birth
and Death arc not recorded by
any of the Writers.—It appears,
however, that he lived in the
Reign of CkarUt I. and kept a
private School in London for the
Education of young Gentlemen

j
during the Receffes from whicli
very fatiguing Employment it is

probable that, by Way of Amufe-
ment, he wrote the Play pubiifli-

ed in his Name, vi».

The Loving Enemies. Com.
Cexeter (on what Authority I

know not) has llruck out the
Chriftian Nameof yoin, by which
both Langhaint and Jaeo^ have
diftingvldied this Aurbor, and
put the I#etter L. in its Room, as
the Initial of his Name.
Mains, or Maynx, Jafpte^

D. D.—This Y«ry learncj and in-

gcAioui Ccsdtmaa m\i im^ in

1604,
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iSo4, the fecond Yew of King from the College, but alfo dc
Jiumtt Vs Reign, »t a Uttle Mar- prived of both his Livings.

ktt Town called Hatbtriei^ in During the Rage o'' vlie Civil

I)wfl*f/b««.—rie received his E- War, he found an hol^itable Re-

ducation^at Wtfimnfiet School, fuge in the Eftinily of the Earl of

where he continued till the Age Devon/hire^ where he continued

of nineteen, w hen he was re- till the Reiteration, when he wak

Dnoved to the Univerfity of Ott- not only reflored to his former

ford, where he was admitted into Beuefices, but made one of the

Cbrifi-Cbvrch College in the Rank Canons of Chriji Churchy Chap,

of a Servitor ; but in the snfuing lain in Ordinary to his MajeAy,

Year, vix. 1624, he was chofcn

into the Number of Students on

that noble Foundation.—Here he

toolc his Degree of Batchelor and

Mailer of Arts, after which he

cnterM into Orders, and was pre-

fer*d to two Livings in the Gift

of the College, one of which was
fituated pretty near Oxford.'^lt

does not, however, feem to have

been fo much the Do£lor*s own
Inclination that led him fo the

J*ulpit, as the SoUicitation of cer-

tain Perfons of Eminence, who,
on Account of the Figure he made
at the Univerfity in the Study of

Arts and Sciences, and from an

Eftccm for his Abilities, which
they were dcfirous of being en-

abled to reward, urged him to go

into Orders.

On the breaking out of the

Civil Wars, when King Qba. l,

was obliged to fly for Shelter to

Oxford, and keep his Court there,

in order to avoid the Refentmcnt
of the Popukce in Lotidm, where
continual TutnuJts were, prevail-

ing, Mr. Maine v\ as made Choice
of, among others, to preach be-

fore his Majefly.—-Soon after this,

t'ix, in 1646, he was eiefled

Doctor in Divinity, and rcfided

at Omford till the Timr of the

'MockViBtation of that Univer-
fity by Olitfer CremweU'% Crea-

and Archdeacon of Cbicbeflerf all

which Preferments he kept till

his Death, which happened on
the 6th of Dec. 1672.—He lies

buried on the North. Side of the

Choir iq the Cathedral of Ctnji

Cburcb.

Dr, Maine was held in vcrj'

high Efteem both for his natural

Parts and his acquired Accom-
pliflimcnts.— He was an orthodox

Preacher, and a Miln of fcvitc

Virtue and exemplary Behaviour,

yet of a ready and facetious Wit,

and a very fingular Turn of Hu-
mour.—From feme Stories that

are related of him, he feems to

have borne fomc Dtgrcc of Relcm-
blance in his Manner to the ce-

lebrated Dr. Stuiff^ but, if he

did not poiTefs tho c very brilliant

Parts that diilihguiiheJ the Dean,

he probably was Icfs fubjc£l to

that capricious and thofc unac-

countable Whimfies, which at

Times fo greatly cdipfcd the Abi-

lities of the latter.—Yet there is

one Anecdote related of him,

which, although I cannot be of

Opinion that it reflets any great

Honour to his Memory, as it

^mt to carry fome Degree of

Cruelty with it, yet is it a ilrong

Mark of his Rcfemblance to the

Dean, and a Proof that his Pro-

penfity for Drollery and Juke did

tures, when, with manv other*, not quit him even in his latcft

equally difltnguiflted for their Z««l Moments.—The Story is this;

and L«yalty to the poor «iih«ppy The Doclor had in old Servant,

Kin|, he w«i |iot •nly ejected who hid lived with him fome

Years,

v.
'«'
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Dion Caffius from the Or'plnal,

and with two dramatic Pieces,

entitled,

X. jillfor the better, C ...

ft. Generous Choice. Com,
M \ N u c H E , Maj or Coftno.-^

This Gentleman appears to have

been an Italian by Birth, and

Pbi/iips has given us his Name
Manuciy in which it is not im-

probable that he may for once

have been in the Right.——He
took up Arms for King Cbarles,

and had a Major's Commifiion,

but whether of Horfe or Foot

does not appear.—He wrote three

Plays in the Erg/ijb Language,

and, conHdering ihat he was a

Frrcigner, and that he only wrote

for his Diverfion, and not by Way
of a Profeflion, and that at leaft

he has the Merit of their being

original, wholly his own and un-

borrowed, they arc very far from

being contemptible.—Their Ti-

tles are,

I. Thtjujl General Trag.

.., The Loyal Lovers, T, C.

3. The Baftard. Trag. (at-

tributed to him by CoX'

ctcr.)

M A R K H A M, Geri'afe, 7. fq ; was

the Son of RoSert Mtirkham, of

Cotbam in Nottingbawfiire, Efq;

—He flouriffied in the Reigns of

Queen Elixabetb, King James J.

and King Charles I. for the iaft

of whom he took tip Arms, and

bore a Captain's Commiflion.—
He was a good Scholar, being

pcrfcft Maftcr of the Fri'teb, Ita-

lian and Spamjh Languages.—He
was extremely wrll verfed both

in the Theory and Praftice of

. military Difciplinc, and was a

great Adopt in Horfcmanniip,

Farriery and Hufbandry ; by

which Means he was fully qua<

lifted for the Tranflation ar.d

Compilement of numerous Vo-
lumes on all thefe Suljcfls, ma-

, . M A
ny of which are even n w held

in very high Efteem.—He alfo

wrote fome Books on rural Re-
creations ; nor among his other
Attentions were the Mufes ncg-
le£led, for we find one Play ex-

tant in his Name, the' he was
indeed aflifted in it by Mr. Samp-

fon, of whom we fhall hereafter

have Occafion to fpeak, entitled,

Herod ai:d Antitater,
Tiag.

Langbaine fpeaks very highly in

his Commendation, and very Juft-

ly, as a great Benefa£lor to the

Public, by his numerous and ufc-

ful Publications, but fays lit-

tle of his Poetry j and indeed both

him and yaceb, and fince them I

Cibber in his Lives of the Poets,

fccm not to know of any other]

poetical Works that he was con-

cerned in; But Coxetcr, in his]

MS. Notes, has mentioned tv.ol

Pieres of Poetry by this Author]

(boiii indeed Tranflations) of ccn-i

I'.dcrabic Corfequence, vix.

J, Arioflo's Satires, in fevenfd\

nisus Difcourfes, 4to. i6c8, and j

2. The Famous fVhorey or JWf
ble Courtezan : containing the lit [

tncntabU Complaint if Paulina, tm I

famous Roman Courtezan, fomm c

time Mifireft unto the gnat Cardm ^
nal Hippolyto of Eftc, trartjla'f

into I'erfe from the Italian, ^ ij

1609.
I ;ci

Befides thefe C'-<eter mentioil tb

the following Works in ProB ry

not taken Notice of by the Wii is

tcrs 0/ his Life, which he atta mi
butes to him, niz,, I he

1. Df.verxix. Vtrtue''s1tm Un
for the Lofs of the mofi Chrijm he
King Henry, third of that Hm Lif
King of France, and the untim wh(
Death of the mofl nob'.e and herM the

Walter Devereux, nvbo tvas jm Thai

before Roan in Fraunce. m men
'written in French, by that m who
txctlUnt and learned CentlevvM my,

M*m ncvc
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a French, 6y thai
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Ma*
Madame Gcnnoifnc Pdan Mau-

•
3j Edition, ,,rif^"-

««
^t what Time My n^r i,

-^ Born, or ll.fi.^^r^'^'",
^lave not been abF» 11 ? ^^' ^

'^'»ii the Dates o/iis'C^;^"^.
«J^

'JEhtJy fet down i,r 'Ix'have Jived to a vZ^'
"'"'*

«ndhisi>.^,rLtl'I'^97,

p«^n;hirtt:?#^i^
^-ve.been mij kt'^'tf^

"^
mentioned the firft p^-

"'* "°^

fome of his W.ri ^^'^'^"^ <>f

fomc other of thi P'"^
^''^'^'

Buted to hfm .
/'e<^« attri-

^y^o-?CpeZ'^ofte^"

Name. ' '^' '^'"'^ Chrift:,n

^^^rbitanXaorart?"^"-
ry ^^nWerabJet iSh -!:tV"'s no Account cxt.n? rT-

*'''^

mily, but it i. ,, f
°^ ^'s fa-

h^w^^ent e\r:iir^"'^^'^
Univcrfity oflL/„v "'*'='?' '" ^^c

theimmortaJ 9>S/ r
^""""y ^'^^

T-W^^^t^f^-^ndwith
'"cntioncd befo c f

.'''
^''^^

-J'omAileshTmiie'i";;"^''^^

n-'vcr ant to b/ -^ '
^'^^ «•"

i^ to be over JaW/h of

Al A
C^mendation has beftowcd a

fpyo'^Kari^dt'cr

on yerjei dear j

< t

, " "reaft, /ealoufv —. r.,

^«=ry, who, a'yj'"7 ''"» ^'

^»d '"ore'theTnl
°'"'"'"^"'

Pimp than a U^/'''"" °^ *

tender and .^'" ^"''"^'^ ^^' the

Love.Jin"°."» P^'Jion of

granted him vJ ^^^^^^ *<^

'-'jgger, a Weapon at rha^ t:
nioft univerfaJIy worn .a 'T
cd on him to ftlu-' ^"? '"^-

Footman ^eing nLi^'
''"^ '''°

oft' the imn. f-
"'"lB^<^» warded

»« ml ln,pi„v f"
7"i'"','-

us thar ji* , ' » '*'' "c tells

"'
hij

^frl

1

mJ
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his own little Wit^ thought pro-

per to praftife the moft Epicurean
Indulgence, and openly profefled

>\theifm j that he denied God
our Saviour ; blafphemed the a-

<iorable Trinity
J and, as it was

reported, wrote feveral Difcourfes

againft it j affirming our Saviour

to be a Deceiver, the facred Scrip-

tures to entertain nothing but idle

i^tories, and all Religion to be a
Device of I'olicy and Priefteraft.

This Charader, ifjuft, isfuch
a one, as Hiould induce us to look
oack with Contempt and Pity,

tn the Memory ot" the Perfon

who poOeflcd it, and recal to our
Mind tli^t inimitable Sentiment
ot the greut and good Dr. Toung,

in hiS Coiitplaint,

ff^hen I lei old a Genius bright

arJ bafe,

0/ tow'ring lalents, but terref-

trial Aims,

Metbinks Ifee, asfallenfrom it^t

high i^pbercy

*l'ht glorious Image of a Soul im-

mortal
}

I'^ttb w/A-V, andgrwTwg
in tbe Dujl,

I would, however, rather wilh to

take this Character with fome
Degree of Abatement, and, al-

lowing that Mr. Marloe might be

inclinable to Frce-thiuking, yet

that he couid not run to the un-
happy Lengths he ii repoited to

have done, efpecially as the Time
he lived in was a Period of Bi-

gotry
J

and that even, in thefe

calmer Times of Controverfy, we
find a great Aptnefs in Perlcns,

who difter in Opinion with Re-
gard to the fpeculative Points of

Religion, either wilfully or from
the miftaking of Terms, to tax

each other with Deifm, Herefy,

and even Atheifm, on even the

moft trivial Tenets, which have

* MA
the leaft Appearance of being un'

orthodox.

But, to quit his Character in a

religious View, let us now confi-

der him as .1 Poet, and in this

Light he muU be allowed to have

had great Merit.—His Turn was
entirely to Trajjcdy, in which
Kind of Writing he has left the

fix following Tcftimonials of A-
bihties.

T, Dr. Faustus'i Tragical

Hijiory,

a. Edward II. Trag.

3. Jciu of Malta. T. C.

4. Luji'i Dominion. Trag.

5. Mafjacrt of Paris. Trag.

6. Tamberlainx tbe Great,

Trag. in two Parts.

He alfo joined with Nafi^ in the

writing a Play called

D'DO, ^ttrtW e/*CARTHAGE,
and had begun a very fine Poem,
called Hero and Leatider, whicli

was afterwards finiflied by Cbaf>-

ttiart, tho* not witii the fame Spi-

rit and Invention that its Author
had begun it with.

Marmion, or Mabmyon,
Sbahrley, M. A.~This Writtr,

who flouri/hed in the Reign of

Chaiks I. was born in the Here-

ditary Manfion-Houfe of his Fa-

mily at Ainoe in Northamptonfiiire,

about the Beginning of Janrtary

J 602.—When a Boy he was put

to School at Tbame in Oxfordjhire,

from whence, at about the Age

of Sixteen, he was romevcd to

H'adham College Oxford, where

he was entcr'd firft as a Gentlc-

rpan Commoner, and afterwards,

in 1624, took his Degree of

Maftcr of Arts.

Mr. Marmion is not a volumi-

nous Writer, Death having moft

probably flopped the Career of his

Genius
;
yet 1 cannot help confi-

dcring him as one of the beft a-

mong the dramatic Authors of

that Time—His Plots arc ini-e-

niuu:,

us.
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* "^ ^^

kit Jeft only ,),,„ p,
""., and Scurriji,. wt,7V

"''"'^'y, mi

^ntiauarv,
i.i to be V,J ^^ "'«'«d much m„ > •

^"'*'^ ^fid

k ' .'».

1. Antiquary. Com."

: u"n^7^T°"' Com.
•?• nol/and's Leaguer r„».

^0 their ufualCuVm^oVLhfg
;>non>^,ous Plays on.LTju"^
that they thinJc n«,.^

^ '^"thors

for them h v. itr^-""'^ ^^"<^0"t

"or bears any RefemM""'^'''*
Manner of .^rlJ^tem??^^^^

Marsh, Mr rtf > ^

'•"Wontyofon.Sat'.l"''^

That hi 7,^"«3^ o^ the Stage ^•'"at he abhorred fuch w •

—
and their WorK-Aj ^^^^^
oppo/ite a Praft?J-^i'f'"'=^^'>
Performance? th.? /," .^" «^*«

"even -mth'J w^^atfocver

rand'pub,rTherrr\^^'^^'''

" "eeded not to i '1^ ^^= ^«
HispC;;4;«famedof...

- their Titl„:&,^->

» r^>^ .
">"A, Trag,

tins eminent Poet u-L! a* ^?^ ^^^ ^f'^lecment u- .^ ^"ting
ed in the Reign^^ ^Itj^^""*" .^^^^ war^T^^^ ^^^'^^^ ^^X ht
f>"} and King %;«^r k.^^ 'f*" " " Probable thatlJ "i"."^'

>'' '

t^Tcumftances rcm2n n n^ ^'^
'^'^'ency and n . f' ^^'^-Sff-

'^^'''^ only inS" s"^'"?' '"•ghti„r"wTn""\'^"««^"^«
was a StudentTr ^^'^ ^« Aip, as M.,r" *^^t Friend-
College oS '^^^^''P^^Chnfli, Author irh^^i'A'*^''' ^nd our
^xedfhe pCVi A^

"Either dcr prefix j I ^L^''
'° ^^<^ ^'a-

'\« Family fr'o^^Xht'"^'" ^^^^Sve^rv/' '^''^i'"''^-'
defcended • anH r * "^ ^as at the Pr^T* ^ ^^""^'^ Glances
"'> thatVe^as aW?^" ^^"« that Poe fiX»"<» ^Jagiarifm'o?

At)
^ •' The
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Tl;« C5fa£l Period af Mr. Mar*
ficn'f Death is not known ; but,

as Ciober tells us that his Works
were publl/hed after his Death by
Stakej'peare, who himfclf died in

16:6, it is evident that it muft
have been fomc Time before that

year.—As a Specimen of his

Poetry, Mr. Dodfley lias repub-
lished his MaUcontent in his Col'

le{fion, Vol. IV.
MA R T Y N , Benjjmin, E fqj—

Who or what this Gentleman
was, or whether ftiil living, I

know not.—He, however, lays

Claim to a Place in this Work, as

being Author of one Play, which
was aded with fome Succefs, and
is entitled,

TiMOLEON. Trag.

Mason, yobn, M. A, lived in

the Time of King James I. and
about the Middle of that Reign
publiflied one dramatic Piece,

which he has entitled

MvLcAsm the Turk. Awor-
thy Tragedy.

Whether it merits the Title of
nvortky I cannot pretend to de«-ei •

mine, as it has not happened to

fall in my Way, but it is evident

that the Author had himfelf a

very high Opinion of its Worth,
from the following Motto which
he has prefixed to it, quoted from
Horace, viz.

Sumt Superbiam quafitammeritls,

Massinger, Mr. Philip,—

-

This excellent Poet was Son to

Mr. Philip MaJJinger, a Gent^<e-

inan who had fome Employment
under the Earl of Montgomery, in

whofe Service he died, after hav-

ing fpent feveral happy Years in

his Family.—^Our Author was
loin at Salijbury in Queen Eli-

2;<iff/i's Reign, Anno 1584, and

at the Age of eighteen was en-

ttreu a P eilow'Xoinmoaer of St.

^ MA \^
Allan's Uall In Oxford, in whlcli

Station he remained three or four
Yenrs, in Order to compleat his

Education.—Yet, tho' he was en-
couiaged in the Purfuit of his

Studies by his Father's Patron,
the Earl of Pemhroie, yet the na-
tural fient of his Genius leading

him much more to Poetry and
polite Literature, than to dryer

and more abftrufe Studies of Lo-
gic and Philofophy j and, being

impatient for an Opportunity of
moving in a more public Sphere
of Adion, and improving his Po-
etical Fancy and his Knowledge
of the Belles Lettres, by Conver-
fation with the World, and an
Intercourfe with Men of Wit and
Genius, he quitted the Univerfity

without taking any Degree, and
came up to London, where, ap-

plying himfelf to writing for the

Stage, he prefently rofe into high
Reputation, his Plays meeting
with the univerfal Approbation of

the Public, both for the Purity of

their Stile, and the Ingenuity and
Oeconomy of their Plots.—The'
his Pieces befpeak him a Man of

the Firft-Rate Abilities, and well

qualified both as to Learning and

a mofl perfeft Acquaintance with
the Methods of dramatic Wri-
tings, yet he was at the fame

Time a Perfon of the moft con-

fummate Modefty, which rcn-

der'd him extremely beloved by

all his Cotemporary Poets, few ot'

whom but what efteemed it as an

Honour to join with him in the

CompoHtion of their Works.—
The Pieces he has left behind

him are as follow,

1. Bapful Lover, Tragi-Coni,
j

2. Believe as you lift. Com.

3. Bondman. Trag.

4. City Madam, Com.
5. Duke of Mil. AH. Trag.

6. Emperor of the Eaft. T. C.|

7. Fatal Dowry^ Trag.
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the fame Period, whofe AfhcS it

was not woith awakening or call'

ing forth from the Caverns of

Oblivion.—Bat when w« confider

how long many of thofe Pieces,

even of the immortal Sbakefpeare

himfelf, which are now the great-

eft Ornaments ofthe prefent Stage,

lay by negledled, although they

wanted no more than a judicious

Pruning of fome few Luxuriances,

Come httle ftraggling Branches,

which over-hung the fairer Flow-
ers, and hid fome of the choiceft

Fruits, it is the lefs to be won-
dered that this Author, who,
tho' fecond, ftands no more than

fccond to him, ihould fhare for a

while the fame Deftiny.

Thofe who are unacquainted

with Majinger*s Writings will,

perhaps, be furprized to find one

placing him in an equal Rank
with Beaumont and Fletcker, nnd

the immortal Ben 5 but I flatter

myfelf that, if they will but give

themfelve. the Trouble of pe-

tufing his Plays, their Aftoni/h-

ment will ceafe, that they will

acquiefce with me in my Opinion,

and think themfelves obliged to

me for pointing out to them fo

vaft a Treafury of Entertainment

and Delight.

MaJJsnger has certainly equal

Invention, equal Ingenuity in the

ConduA of his Plots, and an

equal Knowledge ofCharaAer and

Nature v/ith Beaumont zndF/etcber
j

and if it (hould be objected that

he has lefs of the yi$ comica, it

will furely be allowed that that

Deficiency is amply made Amends

for by that Purity and Decorum

which he has preferved, and a

Reje£lion of that Loofenefs and

Obfcenity which runs through

moft of their Comedies.—As to

Ben Jonjon, I ftall readily allow

that he excels this Author with

Refpe^ to tbe Itodied Accuracy

'»<

M A
and Claflical Corrcdncfs of his

Stile
J yet Mr. Majfinger has io

greatly the Superiority of him in

Fire, Pathoi, and the Fancy and
Management of his Plots, that I

cannot help thinking the Ballance

ftands pretty even between thom.
However, to the Credit of the

prefent Age, this Author feems
to be rifing out of Obfcurity, as

by a late Republication of his

Works, compleat in four Vo-
lumes, 8vo. to which I refer my
Readers, every one has an Oppor-
tunity of convcrfing with him in

the Study } and as Mr. Garnck,
to whom the Town has been ob-

liged for many valuable Revivals,

has already brought one of his

Pieces on the Stage (viz. 7be
Nevf Way to pay Old Debts) and
may probably beftow the fame
Honour on others of them, ihould

fome able Hand take on itfclf the

Tafk of adapting them ever fo

little mote than they are to the

Tafte of the prefent Time.
May, Thomas, Efqj was both

a Poet and an Hiftorian, and 6.ou-

riPied in the Reigns of James I.

and Cha, I,-—-He was born in the

Year 1595, and was the Son of

Sir Thomas May\ of an ancient,

but foniewhat declining Family,

in the County of Suffex,— He re-

ceived his Education in the Uni-
verfity of Cambridge, wh^re he
was enter'd a Fellow-pommoner
of Sidney Collegcj duHng'his Re-
fidence at which Place, ha ap-

plied very clofe to his Studies, and

acquired that Fund of Learning of

which his various Works g've

fuch apparent Teftimony. -^

From thence he removed to Lon-

don, and frequently made his Ap-
pearance at Court, where he con-

traAed the Friendfliip,and obtained

the Efteem of feveral Perfons of

Fafliion and DiftinAion, more

efpecially with the accoiDpliflied

ffndjmiett
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ed by Dodfey, in the VHth Vol
lume of his Colle£tion, to v hich
is prefixed fome flioi. Account of
the Author, and a very feverc

Epitaph written on him in Latittf

by one of the Cavalier Party,

which he had fo much abufcd.

Pbillips and fVinJianley have at-

tributed two other PJays to this

Author, but without any Regard
to Chronology, the one of them
having been printed when Mr.
A/tfy could not have been above
three Years old, and the other a

Year before he was born.— The
Pieces are,

1. Tht Old m/ii rale. Com.
2. Orlando Furioso. C.
Mi AD, Robert, M. D. was

born in Fketftreet London, in the
Year 1616.—He received the firft

Parts of Education at jyeftminjler

School, from whence, in his

eighteenth Year, he removed to

Oxford, and was elefted a Student

of Cbriji Church College in that

iJhiverfity.—As foon as he had
taken the Degree of Mafter of
Arts, he quitted his Academical
Studies, and took up Arms for

King Charki I, who gave him a
Captain's Commifllon in the Gar-
rifon at Oxford.—In May 1646,
he was appoiiited, by the Gover-
nor thereof, one of the Commif*
fioners to treat"with thofe of the

Parliament concerning a Surren-

der, and in the next Month was
actually created a Do£tor of Phy •

Cc.

He followed King Charks II.

into France, and was fent by
him as an Agent into Stveden.

—Soon after this he returned to

the Place of his Nativity, died in

the very fame Houfe in which he
had been born, on the 12th of

Feb. 1652, Mt. 30, and lies bu-

ried in the Church of St. Duti"

fiant in the ff^

M E ^
While he was an Under Gra-

duate in the Univerfity, he wrote

one Play, which however was ne-

ver publiihed till after his De-
ceafe.—It is entitled.

The Combat of Love and Friend-

fhip. Com.
Phillips has alfo, but without

Foundation, attributed to this

Author an >gionymous Piece, en-

titled,

The Coflly Jf%re. A Comical

Hittory.

Med BO URN, Mr. Mattb.iv,

an A£lor of confiderable Emi-
nence, belonging to the Duke of

York'% Theatre, in the Reign of

King Charles II. but being a Ro-

man Catholic, and inflamed with

a too forward and indifcreet Zeal

for the Religion he had been

brought up in, he became en-

gaged in Titus Oatei*s Plot, on

which Account he was committ.d

to Newgate, in which Place he

died, altho', as Lavgbaine ob-

ferves, he merited a much better

Fate.—He wrote, or rather made

a Tranflation at Large from Mo-

Here, of a Comedy, entitled,

Tartutfe.
This Gentleman alfo publiflied

another dramatic Piece, which

he dedicated to the Queen, of

which Gildon fays, notwithftand-

ing the Letters E. M. in the Ti-

tle Page, he was fuppofed to have

been the Author ^ it is entitled,

5<j/Mr Cecily. Trag.

Tho' all the Writers mention his

having died in Prifon, yet none

of them have informed us in

what Year that Cataftrophe hap-

pened.

Mendez, Mofes, Efq;—This

Gentleman, who has been but a

very few Years dead, was a Jew,

and. If I do not miftakc, either

a Stock-Broker or a Notary Pub-

lic—He was a Perfon of tonfi-

deial^''
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dcrable*Ccnius, of an agreeable

Behaviour and entertaining in

Converfation, and had a very

pretty Turn for Poetry.—He was

Author of two little dramatic

Pieces, both of which met with

good Succrfs, and fome of the

Songs in boih ftill juftly continue

Favorites with Perfons of poetical

and mufical Tafte.

J. Chaplet. Mufical Entertain-

ment.

a. Shtpbetd'i Lottery. Ditto.

Meriton, Mr.Ttomas, lived

in the Reign of King CbarUt II.

Langbaine has been extremely fe-

vfic upon him, telling us that

he was certainly the meaneft dra-

matic Writer that ever England

produced ; and, applying to his

Stupidity a Parody on the Expref-

fion oiMencdemui the Philofopher,

relating to the Wickednefs of Per-

Jctti, fays, that He is indeed a Poetf

iut of all Men that are, tuerCf or

ever /ball be, the dulleji : that ne-

ver Man's Stile was more Bom-
baft, and that, as he himfelf did

not pretend to fuch a Qbickners

of Apprehenlion as to underfland

either of his Plays, he can only

inform us that they are two in

Number, and that their Titles

arc,

1. Love and Jf^ar. Trag.

2. Wandering Lovert. T. C.

He alfo informs us, from Mr.

Meriton' s own Authority, that he

had written another Play, called.

The Several ffits. Com.
which, however, he made only

his Pocket Coippanions, Shewing

them only to a few feleft and pri-

vate Friends, on which, more-

over, he remarks, that thofe were

certainly happieft who were not

reckoned in the Number of this

Author's Friends, and confe-

quently compelled to liften to fuch

FuHian, which, like aa empty

M E
Calk, makes a great Sound, tut
yields at beft nothing but Lees.

In IVoof of thefe Aflcrtions

Mt. Langbaine his given his Rea-
ders a Copy of Part of the Epiftle

Dedicatory to the IVandcrirg Lever,

which is indeed a Curiofity in its

Way, and to which I refer thofe

who are fond of grrjping a Cloud,
or regaling their Appetites with
Whipp'd Syllabub.

MZTASTASIO, Abbe.—This
Gentlemao, as a Foreigner, has
little Right to a Place here

j
yet,

as fome of his Pieces have been
reprefented on our Italian Theatre
in the Haymarket, that Kind of
Naturalization gives me an Op-
portunity of doing fome little Juf-
tice to the Merit of a Poet of the

very firft Rate, who feems to be
little thought of, only bccauftf his

Works, being written in a Lan-
guage not much in Vogue in this

Nation, are but little known.->
Whereas, were they but once in-

troduced to the Acquaintance of
our Countrymen, they would cer-

tainly be as univerfally admired as

thofe of Racine, Corneille, Sec. a-

mong the French^ to which, in
Refpe£l of Plot, Language, Cha-
rafter and Sentiment, they arc

by no Means inferior j and, w hich
is ftill a ftropger Proof of the po-
etical Powers of their Author, he
has found Means of fupporting

the Dignity of Tragedy, and all

the more nervous Beauties of
Tragic Poetry, amidft the Jingle
of Rhime and the Effeminacy of
Sing-Song, to which, incompli-
ance with the depraved Tafte of
his Countrymen, he has been
compelled to fubmit.—He is, I

believe, ftill living, and hold the
Station of Poet-Laureat to the
Emperor.—He has written a great

Number of dramatic Pieces, of
which it were to be wiAed we

; ha4

•iMilp
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had a Traaflation by fomc capi-

tal Hand.—Of thcfe, as I before

obferved, feveral have ml^c their

Appearance at the King's Thea-
tre in the haymarket, where, not-

witliflanding their capital Degree

of Merit, they have pafTed with

juft the fame Sort of Approbation

that has been bellowed on the

contemptible Pieces which are

frequently rcprefentcd there, and

in which the Words have been

intended for nbthing but a mere
Vehicle to the Sound of muHcal
Notes ; thtt is to fay, the Audi*
ence have been enraptured with

MuHc that they did not under-

lland, and never concerned them-
felves about underfianding the

Piece itfelf, waich would have

done Honour to their Judg-
ments.

I (hall, however, only wcrtion
three, and in my Choice of them
fliall be direfted by the Confidcr-

ation of their having been all

introduced into our own Lan>
guage, cither in Imitation, 'i ranf-

lation or Paraphrafe, <i//«.

I. Artaserss. Ital. Opera.

a. Uemenxa di Tito. Jtal.

Opera.

3. Uljola Jefahititta, Italian

C)pera.

The firft of thcfe has been tranf-

latcd, greatly mangled, yet moft
nobly fct to Mufic T.y Dr. uimtf
under the Title of the Eftg/ijh

Opera of /Irtaxerxrt.—Mr. CU/and
has made the fecond the Model
of his Tragedy called litus ft/pa-

J\an\ and \.\iiD(jert JJlar.do: Mr.
Murpiy is only a very greatly ex-

tended Paraph J ale of the laft.

Ml DDL ETON, Mr. 'Gliomas,

vas a very voIunriin< uc Writer,

and lived fo late as tlie Time of

Ctarli^ 1. yet I can meet with
very ftv. Particulars relating to

)iim
J

for, iiotwiihftanding that

he hu ccitaidly Jhcwn cunfidera-

M I

blc Qenlus in thofe .Plays, which

are unqueftionably all his own,
and which are very numerous,

yet he feems in his Life-Time to

have owed the greateft Part of

tlie Reputation he acquire.', to his

Connedliofl with yofijfon, tUfcLer,

Majfinger znd RcivUyy with whom
he was concerned in the writing

of feveral dramatic Pieces, but xo

have been confider'd in himkir
as a Genius of a very inferior

Clafs, and concerning whom tlie

World was not greatly intereftcd

in the purfuing any Memoirs.

~

Yet, furcly it is a Proof of Me-
rit fuiiicient to eftabli(h him in a

Rank far from the moft con-

temptible among our diamaiic

Writers, that a Set of Men of

fuch acknowledged Abilities con-

fider'd hinti as deferring to be ad-

mitted a joint Labourer with

them in the Fields of pocticul

Fame} and more efpecially Iv

Flttcher and jforfor, tiie firft

whom, like

could not be

1)1

9 Widow'd Mufe,

fuppofed readily to

admit another Partner after llu-

Lofs of his long and well-beloved

Mate Bcaumovt j and the latter,

who entertained fo high an Op;

nion of his own Talents as fcarcc-

ly to admit any Brother near the

Throne, and would hardly have

permitted the clear Waters of his

own Heliconian Springs to have

been tpuddied by the Mixture of

any Streams, that did not appa-

rently flow from the fame Source,

and, however narrow their Cur-

rents, were not the genuine Pro-

duce of Parnq/f-.s.

The Pieces which Middkton

wrote entirely, and tl.ofe in whiih

he only Aarcil the Honour with

others, arc diilinguiOicd in the

following LiO.

I. y/wv Ibing for a quiet Lifi*

Com.
X, Blust Mr.Cotifiablt. Com.

3. Ckangt'
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3. Change

M I

^. Changelirg, Trag. (The

Author afllfted by Roiu-

/cy.)

4, Cbajie Maid in CheaJ>fide.

Com.

5, Corona Minerv/e.
Mafque.

6, Fair parrel. Com. (In

this Play Rcwicy alfo join-

ed with our Author.)

7, Family of Love, Com.
8, Fine Callanf, Com. Fid.

Appendix.
g. Game at ChcJJ'e.

I o. Inner 'Jteti:plc Maffut,

11, Mad JVorld my Majien,

Com. «

12. Mayor of Queenbo-
RouGH. Com.

ij. Michaelmas Term. Com.
14. Mere Diffemllcrs bejida Wo

men. Com.
15. iVe mty no Help like a ^0-

man's. Com.
16. Old Law. Com. (This

Author and Rowley aflifted

Majp.rger in writing this

Comedy.)

17. PhvCMx. Tragi-CoTh.

18. Ri^jring Girl, Com.
19. SpaniJhCypJie. Com. (The

Author aihftcd by Roto-

20. Sun in Juries, Entertain,

il. 1'rick to catch the eld One,

Com.
22. Triumphs of Love and Anti-

quity, Mafquc.

23. Triumphs of Truth.

24. Ifidcw, Com. (In this

Middleton only joined with

Fletcher and Jonfon.) .

25. IVorld tojs'd at Tennis. M.
26. JVunen ieivart Women, T.
Miller, the Rev. Mr.yamest

^K the Son of a ClergymaPi
^ho pofTctTed two Livings of ccn-

iiderablc Value in Dorfetjhirt,-^

He was born in the Year 17031
and received his Education at

>f^(idham College in Oxfcrd,^H\»

M I

natural Genius and Turn for Sa-
tire, however, led him, by Way
of Relaxation from his more fe-

rious Studies, to .rpply fome Por-
tion of his Time to the Mufes

;

and, during his Refidence at the
Univerfity, he compofed great

Part of a Comedy called the //«-

mours of Oxford, fome of the Cha

«

rafters in which being either re-

ally dcfigned for, or at Jeaft point-

ed out, as bearing a ftrong Re-
femblance to fome of the Stu-
dents, and indeed Heads, of that
Univerfity, gave confiderable Um-
brage, created the Author many
Enemies, and probably laid the
Foundation of the greateft Part of
his Misfortunes thio' Life.

On his quitting the Univerfity he
entered into holy Orders, and got
immediately preferred to the Lec-
turefljip of Trinity College in Con-
duit Street, and to be Preachei of
Roehampton in Surry.

The Emoluments of thcfe Liv-
ings, however, being i:ot very
confiderable, he having married
an amiable young lady w ith a ve-

ry genteel Fortune, finding the
Expences of a Faoiily growing
upon him, and having perhaps,

from the Vivacity of his Dilpo-

fition, a Defire, as Shakejpcarc ex*

preflcs it,

Of pewing fcmcivhat a more

fwelling Pott

Than his faint Means couldgrant
Continuance,

he was encouraged, by the Suc-
ccfs of his firft Play, which h.i(!

been brought on the Stage at the
particular Recommendation of
Mrs. Oldfield, to have Rctourfc to

dramatic Writing, as a Means of
enlarging his Finances.—But this

Kind of Composition being con-
fidfr'd, in this fqucamiHi Age, i^
fomcwliat foreign to, and ineon-

[ Y J
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fiftent with, a clerical Profcflion,

a certain Right Reverend Prelate,

from whom Mr. Mi//er had per-

heps fome Expetlations of Prefer-

ment, made Ibme very harih Re-
monftrances with him on the Sub-

jeft, and, en not perceiving him
perfectly inclinable at once to<|uit

the Advantages he received from

the Theatre, without the . A('

furance of fomewbat adequate to

jt from the Church, thought pro-

per to withdraw his Patronage.—

On which, in a fatyrical Poem
which our Author publiihed foon

after, there appeared a Character,

which being univerfally fixed on

as intended for the Bifhop, o ca-

fioned an irreconcileable Breach

between his Lordfiiip and the Au-
thor, and was for many Years

afterwards thought to have re-

tarded his Advancement in the

Church.

Mr. Miller proceeded with his

dramatic ProduAions, and met
with fo good Succefs that, from

the Reprefentation of three or

four other Pieces, he reaped very

confiderable Emoluments , and

%-ery probably might have conti-

nued fo to do, had not his Wit
and Propenfity to Satire involved

him in a BrMiet with the Body of

Critics, the Supporters or De-

froyers of thin Kind of Wri-
ting, for having, in a Comedy
called the Coffttbwftf drawn cer-

tain CharaAen, which were ima-

gined to be defigned for Mrs.

Ysnotit and her Daughter, who
kept DiVI's Coflfieeh«ufe betwcea

the Tmplt Gates, and for fome

of the Perfons who frequented

that Houfe, the Tmpfan^ who
confidcr*d thil Step as touching

their own Copyhbld, went in a

Body to the Plav-houfe, with a

Refolution, verv tm from uncom-
mon at that Time, of daiiwio|

the Piece light or wroi>|f

M r

The Author, however, deny-

ing the Charge laid againft him,
the Inns of Court Wits might
perhaps have been reconciled to

him, had not the Engraver, who
was employed to draw a Frontif-

piece for the Play, unfortunately

taken the Sketch of his Defign

from the very CofFeehoufe in Que-
ftion.—This Circumftance, ren-

dering theni entirely implacable,

all Attempts that he made after-

wards proved entirely unfuccefs-

ful, it being of it(elf a fufficient

Reafon, with thofe Gentlemen,
to damn any Piece if it was
known, or but fufpefted to behis,

—Thus was Mr. Mi/kr^s great

Relburce flop^d at once, and he

again reduced to a Depcndance on

his little Pittance in the Churchy

with fcarcely a Profpeft of any

Advancement
J

for, befides the

Enmities he had created by the

fevera) Circumftances above-men.

tinned, he was in his Principles

a r.:ady High Church Man, which

was a Circumftance at that Tinie

no Way favourable to his Promo«
tion.

His Integrity, however, in thefe

Principles was fo firm, that he

had Refolution enough to with-

ftand the Temptation of a very

large Offer made him by the A*

gents of the Miniilry in th^ Time
of genera] Oppofition, notwith*

landing that his Circumftanccs

were at that Period very far from

being eafy.«-He has, indeed, fre-

quently acknowledged that thii

was the fevereii Trial bis Con-

flancy ever endur'd, and that his

Tendernefs for the mof( amiable

of Wivf<;, whofe Dependence bid

been fwatlowcd up in his Misfor-

tunes, had even ftag|er'd hii

Firmncfs, and induced him to

found her DfifofUion, by hinting

Id her on which Terms Prefer*

mcnt ini|Kt be purcbafedj ^^\

ii n
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A e, with
.

' •.— ^" J'ltrepidity and In

» Nalure, and file„c«| every Sc™
[1= that could on licr A„„, .'

Yv=ruggefledi,fclfrt4"I^'
However, lliiisfirhew.. ^^T^•»W temporised,,C\J*"f"ould not eat the nla °
'Kfcd ky writing nrt'fviSr
c.t.onominciplij.e'SrfaJ^^ot
ca* >et he would hav/. a;I t \
wUhtheMiniOryTttt^e
'erms never to iave draw- ?P" "gainft then,.^But .irpi,"Poftl was rejeaed on the ofh

"»X^«t!.j^r^^;vr;;s
"•oft powerful -Ban to K"rl,

'"<i J«ermi„'ed Jo to fl, c'*'°?'

o "P 'n more RcrDrif><i fj.

f-horot\hY.^'.:i5,f--'^^

k^bilifv ^fT^''*!'*"*
««i a Pro.

^i'cnlhtld o„"?r"^
'"^^<^^*.

">« ftoUd hive .
' T''

^'^^^

M Benefit ? J L*""
*''***'' ^w

^ ^»°™ i>" own Benefice, he

M I

r-f^>C/„f/iai without ever h;^v.

i^e had ^iongtiiJiS.'^
^^'^^'

go'ng Relation of his l1 h"
vyas firm and ftedfaSn^ •];;"«

RefentS.lrhrr' " '"^

Circl'.te:te:^^r-°f
Hypochondria over hi?!?'""

'"'^

^vhich got the be a 'Vl-'"^"'
tural Gaietv anH n / r •

^" "'^•*

^s a Writer Pj^f*''^^^°"-

a Right ToTin •
""''"'^ ^^'^

Oxford is per^^il^"'"^*''^ «/

Pieces . for ;V • ^'' ^Iramatic

'"ore or Jefs built on tL r ^ f*

tion of other Wr,>n *^'^'J="««^a-

ornamcn.alCs' ^,5;;,^;^
o'the

^'ave been added to ihrm?^"'''
Prcfent Fabricator i-^Ji ''''''

of them arc,
°''^^ ^^ Names

2. ^offecbouj-e. Com.
l'l¥i,,tatforFocU. Farce

;• teo!"^ ^" ^-^-

i^^Mr Mr. //„,/^,.

9" '^f*

#i:^f

''

•I I
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9. PiShre. Ballad Cpe-n.

J«. Savage. (/retributed to

this Author.)
IT. Uni'verfai Paffton. Com,

Bcfides thefe dramatic Pieces, he
wrote feveral political Pamphlets,
particularly one called Arc thefe

^Things fo ? which was taken very
great Nt>tice of j he was Author
of a Poem called Harlequin llo-

rare, a Satire, otcafioned by fome
ill Treatment he hvid received

from Mr. Rich, the Manager of
Cwent Garden Theatre j and was
likewife concerned, together with
Mr. Henry Baker, F. R. S. now
living, in a compleat Tranflation
«f the Comedies of Molicre, print-

ed together with the original

French, snd pubJi/hed by M-,

Mr, Miller died in 1743, leav-

ing behind him a Wife and two
Children, a Son and Daughter,

the latter of whom is llncc dead,

but the othcx two are flill living
;

and, aliha' it nnay fccm fome-
what foreign to cur prefent Pur-

pofe, yet it would be unjuft to

tKc CibaraOer of that Lady, wiiofe

hcioical and 0oble Behaviour we
have alieady recorded one inftance

of above, net here to convey to

Pofterity the P.ecord of that ilill

contini'cd Attachment to the Ho-
nour nnd Reputation of her Huf-
band even after Death, which in-

duced he- V devote the whole

Tro^.ts be ^. of a Benefit Play,

which Mr. Fleetnvood gave her a

little Time after Mr. Miller^ Dc-
ccafc, and ahb of a large Sub-

fcription to a Volume of admi-

rable Sermons of that Gentle.

man's, which ffic publifhcd, to

the Satisfadion of his Creditois,

and the Payment of thofe Debts

which his limited Circumftances

hid unavoidably engaged him in,

even tho* by the fo^oing flic left

hcrklf and Tamil) almoi^ dcUi-

!! ^^.
A?
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tute of the common Neccrfancs of
Life.

Mr. Miller's Son was bred a
Surgeon, and v/as fome Time in
that Station in the Navyj but
has fince applied to literary Avo-
cations for his Livelihood.—A-
mong other Works he has been
concerned in, he has publiflied k

Volume of original Poems, and
a Tranflation of the Abbe £at-
tea:tx's Conn da Belles Lcttret.

Milton, John, the moft il-

luftrious of the Englipj Poets, was
defcendcd of a genteel Family,
feated at a Place ofthe! rown Name

,

viz. Milton
J

in Oxfordjhire,—He
was horn Dec. 9, 1608, and veceiv-

cd his firft Rudiments of Edu-
cation under the Care of his Pa-
rents, afiifted by a private Tutor.
He afterwards pafled fome Time
at St. Paul's School, London ; in

which City his Father had fettled,

being engaged in the Bufinefs of

a Scrivener.—At the Age of fe-

venteen, he was fent to Cbrifi\

College, Cambridge ; where he

made a great Progrefs in all Parts

of academical Learning ; bu^: his

chief Delight was in Poetry,—In

1698 he proceeded Batchelor of

Arts, having performed his Ex-
'^rtife for it with great Applaufe.

His Father dcfigned him for the

Church } but the young Gentle-

man's Attachments to the MuT-.s

was fo ftrong, it became impofa-

ble to engage him in any other

Purfuits.—In 1632, he took the

Degree of Mafter of Arts ; and,

having now fpent as much Time
in the Univerfity .\s became .1

Pcrfon who determined not to

engage in any of the three Pro-

feflions, he left the College,

greatly regretted by his Arquaini-

ancc, but highly difplcafed vith

th.; uiual Method of training up

Youth there, for the Study of Di

vinity j and being much out of

Humou:
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Humour with the public Admi-
niflration of Ecclefiaflical Affairs,

be grew diiTatisfied with the efta-

bli(hcd Forcn of Church Govern-
ment, and diHiked the whole
Plan of Education pra^lifed in

the Univcrfity.——His Parents,

who now dwelt at Ilortert, near

Colfibrooif in Buckivghamfiiref re-

ceived him wJth unabated Affec-

tion, notwithflanding he had
thwarted thehr Views of providing

for him in the Church, and they

amply indulged him in his Love
of Retirement; wherein he en-

riched his Mind with the cJtoiceft

Stones of Grecian and Reman Li -

kraturc : and his Poems of Co-

mus, VAllcgrOy II Penforofo and
Lycidas, all wrote at this Time,
would have been fufficicnt, had
he never produced any Thing
irore confiderable, to ha\e tranf-

niitted his Fame to lateft Pofte-

ritv.—However, he was not fo

abiofbed in his Studies, as not
tfi make frequent Excurficns
to L-jrJon ; neither did fo much
F.x;.ellcnce pafs unnoticed among
his Neighbours in the Country,
with the moft diftingui/hed of
whom he fometimes chofe to re-

Ijx his Mind, and improve his
Atqiiaintdnce with the World, as

well as with Buuks.

Atter five Years ffeni vn this

M.ir.ner, he ohtrineJ his Father's
I'tiiniflion to travel, f )r farther
IinpriivemcfiT.—In the Spiing ui
the Year 16-58, he fet out for

VarU^ where he w.is intiodiiccd.

to the celebrated Crotlu^ j from
•hcriifi he dep.\rrcd for Genua, and
trum Ginoa he wont to Florence

;

uhcre he fpent two Months with
.Jilt Satisfatflion, in the Com-
r.-iay of Porfons the moft eminent
'It Rink, Parts, or Learning.

—

Htiice he went to Romf, where
ht lafled tlie fame Time in the
U\\:x Manner. —His ncx? Re-

M I

move was to Napltt ; whence bis

Defign was to proceed into Sicily

and Gretce } but, hearing of the

Commotions then beginning to

ftir in Rnglandj he refolved to

Aorten his Tour, in Order to re-

turn to his native Country : being
01' too public-fpiritcd a Difpofi -

iion to remain an unconcerned

Spe^ator of the great Struggle for

Liberty which he faw approach-

ing.——Returning therefore to

Rome, and from thence to Flo^

rence, he crofled the Afptmnt, and
paffed by the Way of Bologna and
rerrara to Venice, where he Aiped
ofF the Books he had colIe£led in

his Travels.—After a Month's
Stay at Venice, lie went through

Verona, Milan and along the Alps,

down Leman Lake to Geneva,

where he fpent fome Time, and

then fet out on his Return thro*

Trance, whence he arrived in

England, towards the Clofe of the

Year 1639.
The Times, however, not be-

ing yet ripe for his Defign of at--

tacking the F.pircopul Order, he
determined to lie perdue for the

prefent ; but, that he might not

be idle, he fet up a genteel A-
tadcmy in Atderfgatc-ftrcct — In
1 641, he beg-u to draw his Pen
in Defence of the Prefbytcrian

Party j and the next Year he
married the Daughter of Richard

Po7vell, Efq; of FcreJI-Hill in Ox-
/ordjhire.-'—This Ludy, however,

whether from a Difl;rence on Ac-
count of Party, h'-r Father being

a zealous Royalitl, or fome other

Caute, fcon thought proper to

return to Iior Relations j which
fo incenfcd her Hufbaiid, that he
refolved never to take her again,

a'ld wrote and publiOied feveral

Trai5>B in Dc/cncc of the Do£lrinc

and Difciplinc of Diinrce,—He
even made his AdJretils to ano-

thri- Lady ; 'but tl:is Incident

[ Y 3 J proved.
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proved the Means of a Reconci-
liation with Mrs, Milton.

In 1644 he wrote his Traft

upon Education ; and the Re-
ftrajnt on the Liberty of the Prefs

being continued ty Aft of Par-

liament, he wtote boldly and no-

bly againft that Reftiaint: For
•which feafonablc Effort eternal

Honour and Glo-.y be to the Me-
mory of the admjiable Author !

That infamous Sthem*' of licencing

continued, however, ta the Year

1649; when Mf. M.iUot, who
held the Office of Liccnkr, v ;

fo much a/hamed of it, and ly

difgufted with the PraOicc, that

he threw up the EnipJcyjTicnt
j

and the Council of Statsr totally

annulled the Officn : For vhich
be due Reverence paid to their

Memory alfo !

In ^645, he publlfhed .'.-.s Ju-
venilc Foems j and about two
Years afu i

j on the Death oi his

Father, he '.'ok a fmaJltr Houfe
in m^h lloikrf), the Back of

which opened 'vt.> Li»cc!ri\'J'ir.'

Fieldi', and here 1. kcp: clofc to

his Studiec, pleaftd to ob'ervcthe

public Affairs daily tending to-

vard the gicat End ofh\3 Wi/hes,

'till it was co;npleated in the De-
flruftion of Monarchy, by the fa-

tal Cjtaftiophc and Death of

CLirhi the Firft.

lint: after this drcsidful Blow
\V2S ftvuck, tlic Prefbytcrians made
k' much Out-, 'y againft it, that

Miitcii grew ap; ' ;henrive left- thf

Dcrij..n of fettling a Common-
wealth ftoulc mifcanyj for which
Keafon he pubh&icd nis 7cnure cf
Kiagf and Ma^lOratc'. P»uvir:g

tf:at it is laivfulJlr any tc iai'C tie

Pi.ti-er, to call to yiictuni r Tyrat.t

cr "u'ich-J Kir.fr, end, cj er due

ConvtfrKti, to dfpcff and p-t him to

Z.Vj.'i.—-Scon aficr thif, he en-

ttr:u u|on his liOory of England,

i%i
jl
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a Work planned in the fame Re-
publican Sj irit, being undertaken

with a Vi'vv of prtfcrving the

Country from fubmitting to mo-
narchical Government, in any

future Time, by Exar ph from

the paft : But, before h(! had

made any great Progrcls i:: this

Work, the Common-weaiih v.as

formed, the Council of State e-

refted, and he was pitched upon

for their Latin Senelary.—Ihe
famoii; nx»v Bar»x<K>) coming out

rtbout the fame Time, our Author,

bj Command, wrote and publiflj-

co h Iii.i7ocii!jii-i the fame Year.

Jr was alTo by Ovdfr of his Maf-
let, hacked by the Reward of

one fhoiif.iiid Pounds, that, in

1651. he publiflied hib celebrated

Piece, entitled Pro Pofulo j^ngH-

ar.o Dsfcnjioy a Defence of the

People of Englandy in Anfwer to

Salniiifiui'^ Defence of the King
-j

which Performance fpread his

Fame over all Europe,—He now
dwelt in a pk.i'"ant Huufc, with a

Garden; \n Petty Franct^ IVcftmin-

fttr, opening into St. Jawes's Park.

In 1652 he buried his Wife, who
died net long alter the Delivery

of her 4th Child ; and about th-:

fame Time he a)fo loft his Eye-

Sight, by 3 Gutta ^trer.a, which

had been growing upon him ma-

ny Yearr.

Cronrwell took the Reins of

Government into his own Hands

in the Year 1653 ; but Milttn

flill held his Office.— His Itiluie

Hours he cnipU yed in profccuting

his Studies, wherein he was lo

far from being difcouragcd by the

Lofs his S'pht, that he c en

cone : Hojes this Misfortune r}

woi ., .,dd new Vijiour to h;s

Genius j which, in Fa£l, feem

to have b'jen the Cj.fe.—Thus

animated, l^e again ventured up-

on Matrimony : His fecond Lady

Wi



M I

ncd in the fame Re-
it, being undertaken
v of prtfcrving the

1 fubmitting to mo-
overnment, in any

J by Exar pi;; from
fut, before he. had
e;ii. Progrels in this

-omnon-weaJih v. as

Council of State e-

\\e was pitched npon
tin Setielary.—'i'Jie

Bar»X«R») coming out

e Time, our Author,

, wrote and publifh-

fifs ihe fame Year,

y Oidfr of his Maf-
by the Reward of

Pounds, that, in

liflied hib celebrated

d Pro Populo /^ngU-

a Defence of the

^lavd, in Anfwer to

:fer,ce of the Kirg
j

rmance fpread his

I Fu>9p(:—He now
iiant Houfc, with a

(ty France^ JVcflmin-

-i^o St. Jams's Park.

uif^d Inc. Wife, who
after the Delivery

ild
J
and about th?

: aJfo loft his Eye-

'utta '^trena, which
ing upon him ma-

ok the Reins of

ito his own fiands

1653 ; '^^^ Miltcn

)fficc.— His Icifuie

I yed in profecuting

therein he was lo

difcouragcd by the

p.ht, that he c en
*

es [his Misfortune F;

w Vigour to hiS
"

h, in Faft, feem

the Cr.fc.—Thus

M I

;"-8 the D.u.ht.. of Ciptafn

c'4:f /^..... s£S

^^''^ Return of the I.^ P^fn?rr-ni, Milton being mwS- .
Secretarv V - ^ continued

'--^aS^^^r-^rS^

M r

^rn,ation;j7^.'^;-"'>^'-Re.
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> ana. utimK the >Vn--..

veral v.i, 7 '''' ^i"ew up fe-V ral S,hei^,.. for rce/labliAinl

hisFruS'tr'^''^^^"-^"'

aiid retired to a PrU^j' r» . v*
i' .J F

'^^ *•"
«* 'riend s HniHoin

;'7" i and „'„,' &2°'"-

;
-J' much Ardor as ever- .
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'^g f^'s^ grand Work, .h'
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could enlarge with Pt /•
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MI$ dramatic Works are

I. Com us. Mafque.

». Samson Agonistils. T.
The former ef thcfe Pieces hath

long been^ and ilill continues to

be, a favorite Entertainme.it on

the Britip Theatre j but it was

firft performed at Ludlow Caftle,

by Perfons of Diftioftion.—The
fecond, tho' an admirable Perfor-

mance on the Plan of the Anr-

cicnts, is not adapted to the mo-
dern Stage.

MiT CHILL, lAv.JoJcphy was

the Son of a Stone-Cutter in North

CritaiB, and was born about the

Year 16S4.—Mr. Cibber tells us

that he received an Univerfity

Education while he remained in.

that Kingdom^ bat does not fpe»

ciiy to which of the Seminaries

of Academical Literature he ftood

indebted for that Advantage.—
He quitted his own Country,

however, and repaired to the Me-
tropolis of its Neighbour Nation,

with a View of improving his

Fcrtune.— Here he got into Fa-

vour wit]i the Earl of Stair and

Sir Robert Walpok } on the latter

of whom he was for great Part of

his Life almoft entirely depen-

dant.—In iJiort, he received fo

many Obligations from that open-

handed Statcfmun, and from a

Stnfe of Gratitude which feems

\n have licen ftfongly Mr. Mit-

fL/i'a Cbjrjfteriltic, was fo zea-

lovis in his Inter^ft, that he was

even diftinguiflied by the Title of,

Sir RibertirulfoWs Poet.~Not-
withftandiug this valuable Patro-

n; ge, however, his natural Dif-

fjpntion ot rtin])tr, his fondncfs

of PJcafurc, and Eagernefs in the

Gratification of every irregnhir

Appetite, threw him into peipe-

tual Diftrcfles, and all thofc un-

c'lfy Sitviation?, which are thena-

tuial Confetjiicncfs of Extrava-

gatfc—Nor docs ii Iffcar that,

M I

after having experienced more
than once the fatal Effects of thofe
dangerous Ft Hies, he thought of
correcting his ConJuft at a Time
when Fortune put it in his Pow-
er io to do.—For when, by the

Death of his Wife's Uncle, fe-

veral thoufand Pounds devolved

to him, he feems not to have
been relieved, by that Acquifition,.

from the Licumbrances which he
laboured under ; but, on the conr-

trary, inftead of difckarging thofe

Debts which he had already con-
traftcd, he laviflied away, in the
Repetition of his former Follies,

thofe Sums,, which would not
only have cleared his Repu>.ation.

In the Eye of the World, but
alfo,. with Prude.'jce and Occo-
nomy, might havp render'd Mm
eaiy for the Remainder of his;

Life.

As to the Particulars of hia

Hiftory, there are not many on
Record, for his Eminence in pub-
lic Chara£ler not rifing to fuch

an Height as to make the Tranf-

actions of his Life important to

Strangers, and the Follico of his

private Behaviour inducing thofe,

who were more intimate with
him, r.ifher to conceal than pub-
lifli his Aftions, there is a Cloud
of Obfcurity hanging over them,
which is neither eafy, nor indeed

much worth while attempting,

to withdraw from them. His

GeniuG was of the third or fou th

Rate, yet he lived in good Cor-

refpondence with moft of the emi-

nent Wits of his Time; paiti-

ci'.larly with Aaron Jlill, Efqj

whofe claimable Character ren-

dered it an Honour, and almoft a

Stamp of
''

icrit, to be noticed Ly

him.—-That Gentleman, op a par-

ticular GccaHon, in which Mr.
Mitchell had laid open the t'if-

trefled Situation of his Circum-

jPanccs to him, finding himAIf

'LUiibl-,
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of her Cabinet Council.—She alfo

procured him the Dignity, firft of
A bbot of Nantueil of the Bene-
diSiine Order in the Diocefe of
MctXy and afterwards of Abbot
of the BenediBinet of St. Martin's
near Pontoife, a pleafant Abbey in
the Diocefe of Roan, in the Roofti
of the Abbot John Frat:cois de
Coudyy deceafed. He was alfo,

thro' his Intereft with that Prin-
cefs, a great Friend to Massarine,
and a piincipal Inftrument in ef-

tablifliing him in her r.vourj
for which, however, the i ardi-

nal afterwards fhewed, on many
Occafions, but a very ungrateful
Return.

This Gentleman, who was ufu-
ally called the yi66c Montague,
and fometimes Lord ^Uot of Pon-
toife, did not long furvivc the
Queen Mother of England, Hen-
rietta Maria, that Princefs Jying
on the hft Day of ^ugufi 1669,
and Mr. Montague bef re the End
of the fame Year.—He was bu-

ried in the Church or Chapel be-
longing to the Hofpital of Incura-

hles at Paris,

Before his quitting his Coun-
try, and Defertion from the Pro-
teftant Religion, he wrote one
dramatic Piece, entitled.

The Shepherd's Paradije. Paft.

MoLLOY, Charles, Efq;—This
Gentleman is defcended from a

very good Family in the King-
dom of Ireland, and was himfelf

born in the City of Dublin, al-

tho' he received the greateft Part

of his Education abroad.—At his

firft coming to England he enter d
himfelf of the Middh Tmple, and

was fuppofed to hav;, had a very

confiderable Hand in the writing

of a periodical Paper, called Fog's

ypurnal, as alfo fince th?t Time
to hav* been alqaoft the fole Au-
thor of another weU-luiown P4-

M O
per, entitled Common SenJe.^^AW.
thcfe Papi rs !c;ive Teftimony of
ftron^; '.. lir frreat Depth of
Uncic'landiijg. and Clearnefs of
Rcufoning.—He has alfo written
three dramatic Pieces, entitled,

1. The Coquet, Com.
2. Half-pay Officers, Farce.

3. Perplexed Couple. Ccrr.

None of thefe Pice -a niv.t with
any very extraordinary. Succefs,

but the Author of H^himop's Ca-
talogue relates an Anecdote re-

lating tJ one of them, vix, the

Half-pay Officers, which, befides

its having feme Humour in it lei f,

has fo much Concern with thea-

trical Hiftory, that I cannot deny
it a Place here.

There was, fays that Writer,

one Thing very remarkable at the

Reprefentation of this Firce ; the

Part of an Old Grandmother was
performed by Mrs. Fryer, who
was trhen 85 Years of Age, and
had quitted the Sta^e ever fince

the Reign of King Charles II.—It
was put in the Bills, The Part of
Ladjf Richlove to be performed by

Peg Fryer, Vihi iai not appeared

upon the Stage thefe fifty Tsars ;

which drew tcgcther a great

Houfe.^^The Charafler in the

Farce was fuppofed to be a very

old Woman, and Peg went thro'

it very well, as if flie had -exerted

her utmoft Abilities.— But the

Farce being ended, fliewas brought

again upon the Stage to daiice «

Jiggt >^'hich had be., promifed

in the Bills.—She c; *? otteing

in, as if ready to fail, and m:'de

two or three pretended Offers to

go out again ; but all on a fudden,

the Muftc ftriking ujp the Irifi>

Trot, Ac danced and footed it al-

moft as nimbly as any Wenrh of

five and lw<:nty could have done.

—<Tbis Woman afterwards fet up

a Public Houfe at Tottenham Court,

anA

•1L

ill|i
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HM^^fcBr
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Specimen of her Poetry, howev^*,

vas handed about before their

Marriage, and has fince appeared

in Print in different CoUeftions

of Songs, particularly in one called

the Cold-Finch.—'It was addicfled

to a Daughter of the famous Ste-

fhcn Duck ; and begins with the

following Stanza,

Wouldyou tbirk it^ my Duck, for
the Fault I mtiji o<zvn.

Tour Jenny, at laft, it quite co-

vetous grown
;

7h'' Millions if Fortune JhouU
la^viftjly pourJ

I fiill Jhoud be wretcbedf if J
^ bad not more.

And after half a Dozen Stanzas

more, in which, with great In-

genuity and Delicacy, and yet in

a Manner that exprefl'es a fincere

Affe&iony ihe has quibbled on
our Author's Name, flie concludes

with the following Lines,

Tou will wonder, my Girl, who
tbis dear one <an be,

Wbofe Merit can boaji fucb a

Conqueft as me
\

But you ft)an^t know bis Name,
tbo* I told you before,

It begins with an M, but I dare

not fay moke.

Mr. Moore died feon after his

eekbrated Papers, entitled The

fVorld, were coUefted into Vo-
lumes.

Moore, Sir TOew^if.——This
Gentleman lived in the Reign of

King George t, which Monarch
beftowed on him the Honour of

Knighthood.—On what Occafion

is not recorded } but, as fome

"Writers have obferved,* it was

Scarcely on Account of his Po-

etry.—He only wrpt^ one Plaj^

which is remarkable only for i^
Abfurdities.—1& is i^ltlcd.

MO..
MANGOK A , King of the T I m •

TtTsiANS. Trag.

This Play, partly thro' the Nc
ceflity of the A^ors of Lincoln i-

Inn-Fieldt Theatre, who were then

only a young Company, and had

met with but fmall Encourage-

ment from the Public, and were
glad of making Trial of any

Thing that had but the Nature

of Novelty to recommend it, and

partly thro' the Influence of ma^
ny good Dinners and Supper<;

which Sir Thomas gave them
while it was in Rehearfal, at

length made its Way to the Stage;

but we need do no more, to give

our Readers an Idea of the Me-
rit of the Piece and the Genius
of its Author, than the quoting

a few Lines from it, which Mr.
Vifior has given us in his Hijlory

of the Stage.—In one Part of the

Play the King makes ufe of the

following very cxtraoriiinary Ex-

clamation,

By all the ancient Gods c/'Rome

and Greece,

7 love my Daughter better than

my Niece }

If any one Jbould ajk the Reafon

why',—
rd tell \m—Nature makes tbt

ftrongeft Tie,

And, in another Place, having

conceived a Sufpicion of fome

Defign being formed againft hit

Life, he thus emphatically calls

for and commands Afliflancc,

Call up my Guards ! call ^em up

eury one t

Ifjou dont call all—jou^d as

good call none, <_

Mob CAN, M'Namara, Efq; a

Native of Ireland; was, if I am

not miEtfktn, » Member of the

Honourable
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4:^Tr'ce%^-^:^-
^'-ti^e of >^,Sri^"f»''\ ^« .

4;*Unguage;tha7L'^!^''^-
was qualified /«ki. "* "°* on'y

I>on ^«S *W ^'"^^^'on of

«entdram^aticWri'ir\^'"^-
8">ge to which he wa.„l^'"^
t>ve.-Thc

refpeftiv^Tid, "';
l»i» numerou, Pi«c of th Ki °!
are as follow, " '^^"<' '

'• A c I s aitil n A.
Mafque. ^'^'^^«A.

'«us. Opwi. ^
3. ^moreus Mijtr. Com.

lerlude. /7^. Vol. ,. f^,

^- Jfi^nd Pfincefu Dramatic
Opera, yd Vd. j. ^Vf

9. ^*t..^.Tfw«V. Farce.
JO. Z,.*.', ^75^. Com.
II. Lcvei of Mars <t»^ Ve.

'3. 7;^*//^ of Lcve. Paftoral
Opera. f^^.VoI.i. a"

'4. THo#Krs,^„,^^^^5^^,^

r -7
^*^^* Opera.

Thi?

'M I
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This Ccntlenian, who feems to

have led a very comfortable Life,

his Circumftances having been

perfcftly eafy, vi^as yet unfortu-

nate in his Death ; for he was
found dead in a disorderly Houfe
in the Par'fli of St. Clement Dams,
opt without Sufpicion of having

been murdered, tho' other Ac-
counts fay, that he tnt^ v;ith his

Fate in trying a very odd Experi-

ment.-i^This Accident happened

to him on the 19th ofFifi. 1717-18,

vhith, being his Birtii-Day, ex-

adVly compleated his 5^h Year,

His Body was intcrr'd in his own
Parifli Church, which was that

ef St. Mery Jlxe, in tile City of

LotidcK.

MoTTLEV, ysAw, Efq; isthe

Son of Colonel Mcttlcy, who was
a great Favorite with King Jamet
the Second, and followed the For-

tunes oi tliat Prince into France,

yames, not being able himfelf to

provide for him fo well as he de-

fircd, proiured for him, by his

Intercft, t^c Ccmmand of a Regi-

ment in the Service of Leuit XIV.
at the Head of which he loft his

Life, in the Battle of T</;7«, in

the Year 1706.——The Coicnel

married a Daughter ofyobnGuty,
Efq; o'[ Abtodfiourt in Gloucefter'

P-'irc, with whom, by the Death
of a Brother who left her nis

whole Efb'.c, he had a vcrycon-

fidcrab'. Fortune.—The Family

of the C:iijis, however, being of

Principlcb diametri'ally oppofite

to thofc of the Colonel, and ze^

li)<is Fri-'nds to the Revolution,

Mrs. ?.!cuhy, notwithftaiiding tlie

tendcicft Aft'eftion (ot her Huf-

V..r\'}., and repeated Invitations

from the King and Qiiren then

at Sr. Certnair.s, could not bcpie-

v.iilcd on to follow him, but ra-

ther rhofe to live on the Rtniains

v' ..r lic lind left );er behijffi.

; Lc Coluncl bcingv ilnl ever to

M O ^*

England, three or four Years af-

ter the Revolution, on a fecret

Commiflion from King Jtanti,

and cohabiting with his Wife du-
ring his Aort Stay there, occa-

fibned the Birth of our Author in

the Year 1692.
Mr. Mottley received the firft

Rudiments of his Education at

St. Mark's Library School, found-

ed by Archbi/hop Tennifon, but

was foon called forth into Buii.

nefs, b'-ing placed in the Excife

Office at fixteen Years of Age un-
der the Comptro?'er, Lord Vif-

count Hvtue, whole Brother and

Siller were both related by Mar-
riage to his Mother,—This Place

he kept till the Year 1720,
when, in Confequence of an un«
happy Contra^ that he had made,
probably in Purfuit of fome of the

Bubbles of that infatuated Year,

he was obliged to refigi. it.

Soon after the Acceflion of

King Cecrge i. Mr. Mottley had

been promifed fay the I-ord Halli-

fax, at that Time firft Lord of the

Treafury, the Place of one of the

Commi/lioners of the Wint Licence

Office ; but when the Day came
that his Name ihould have been

inferred in the Patent, a more
powerful Intereft, to his great

Surprize, had Aep'd in between

him and the Preferment of which

he had io pofilive a Promife.

—This, however, was not the

only Difappointment of that Kind
which this Gentleman met with,

for, at the Period above-men-

tioned, when he parted with hie

Place in the Kxcife, he h.td one

in the Exchequer abfolutely given

to him by Sir Robert IValpt'ity to

whom he lay under many other

Obligations.—But in this Cafe,

as well as the preceding: one, at

the very Time that he imagiiud

liimftli the furcft, he was doomed

tu find his Hopes frudrdted \
tor

tint
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; parted with hie

ui(e, he h.td one

ablbiutely given

under many oth«

ut in this Cafe,

picccdini^^, one, at

that he imagind

ft, he was doomed

.fruflratcJj «of

ilut

that \finlftcr, no longef tliaft

three Days afterwards, recoUeft-

ing that he had made a prior Pro-

mife of it to another, Mr. Mott'

Ity was obliged to relingui(h his

Claim to him who had, in Ho-
nour, an earlier Right to it.

Mr. GuifCf our Author's Grand-
father by the Mother's Side, had

fettled an Eftate on him after the

Death of his Mother, fhc being

to receive the Income of it during

her Lifc-Tinrjcj but that Lady,

whofe Inclination for Expcncc, or

what the World commonly calls

Spirit, war greatly above hcrCir-

ciimflanccs, thus diminilhed a-:

they were in Confequcnce of her

Muftand's Party Principles, being

confiderably involved in Debt,

Mr. Mottlevy in Order to free her

from thofe Incumbrances, con-

fentfd to the Sale of the Eftate,

altho' (he was no more than Te-
nant for Life.—This Step was

taken at the very Time that he

loft his Place in the Excife, which
might perhaps be one Motive for

his joining in the Sale, and when
he was almolt twenty-eight Years

of Age.

In the fame Year, finding his

Fortunes in fome Meafure im-
paired, and his Profpcfts over-

clouded, he applied to his Pen,

which had hitherto been only his

Amufemcnt, for the Means of

immediate Support, and wrote his

firft Play, which met with toler-

able Succefs,—From that Time
h^ depended chiefly on his li-

terary Abilities for he Amcnd-
mi'nt of his Fortune, and wrote
the following dramatic Pieces

;

fome of which met with tolerable

Succefs,

I. An T IOC H us. Trag.
a. Craftfman, Farce.

3. Imperial Capti'iet, Trag.

4. Pfntlope. MorkBall.Op'
5. ff^iJtw bcwitcb'd. Com.

He had ajfo a Hand In the^

Compofition ofthat many-fafher'd

Pjece, thn Devil to pay, as well

as in that of the Farce of Ptnc--

lope ; as may be fccn in our Ac-
count of thofe Piccci in the firft

Vol. of this Work.—He pubKfli-

ed a Life of the great Czar Pettr,

by Subfcription, in '\^'hich he mi^

witli the S.m(£tiort of forric of th.'

Royal Family and great Numbers
of the Nobility and Gentry ; arJ,

on Oocalion of one of his B n:>

tits, which happened on the 3d of

November, her late Majefty Qnccn
Caroline, on the 30th of the prc-

Ci.'ding Month) being the Prince

of }Vahi's Birth -D.iy) did the

Author the lingular Honoir of

ditpofing of a great Number of

his Tickets, with her own Hand,
in the Drawing-Room, moft of

which were paid for in Gold, in-

to tile Hands of Colonel Schuix,

his Roynl Highncfs's Privy-Purfe,

from whom Mr. Mottlfy received

it, with the Addition of a very

libera! Prcfcfnt from the Prince

himfelf.

Chctuwd, in his Britijh Tkea-

trr, has hinted a Surmifc, and I

t'.ink with fome Appearance o:

Rcafon, that Mr. Afottley was (he

Compiler of the Lives of the dra-

matic Writers, publirtied at the

End of Whincop't Scandcrbe^r.—'lt

is certain, that the Life of Mr.
Mottlcy, in that Work, is ren-

dered one of the moft- important

in 't, and is p.nticuhrircd by fuch

a Number of vaiious Incidents, njt

it ftems improbiblc (hould be

known by any but citlier himfiif

or fome one nejily related to him.
ATiong others hi- iclatt? the foU
lo\ 'ng Anecdote, with wli.ch, .»•'

it contains fome Humour, I fliill

dole this Article.

When Colonel I\fott!e\, ou:

Auilior''. rtthcr, arm over, a":

has been before related, on n fecret
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Commifllon from the abdicated

Monarch, the Government, who
had by fome Means Intelligence

of it, were very diligent in the

.Endeavours to have him feizcd.

The Colonel, howuver, was hap-

py enough to elude their Search,

but I'everal other Perfons were, at

different Times, fcized thro' Mif-
take for him.—Among the reft,

it being well known that he fre-

quently fuppcd at the JBlue Poftt

Tavern in the Haymarket, with
one Mr. Tredenkattiy a Cornijb Gen-
tleman, particular Dirc<Slions were
given for fcarching that Houfc.—

.

Colonel MottUyf however, hap-
pening not to be there, the Mcf-
iengers found Mx.TredenbamzlonCt
and with a Heap of Papers before

him, which, being a fufpicious

Circumftance, they immediately
fcized, and carried him before the

Earl of Ncttingbam, then Secrj •

tary of State.

His Lordfhip, who, however,
could not avoid knowing him, as

Ke was a Member of the Houfe of

Commons, and Nephew to the

famous Sir Edward Seymmr, afkcd

him what all thofe Papers con-
tained.-—x-Mr. TnJtntam made
Aafwer, that they were only the

feveral Scenes of a Play, which
he hud been fcribbling for the
Amufcmtntofa few leilbre Hours.
Lord Nottiiighum then only dcfired

Ltave juft to look ovtr them,
which having done for fome little

Time, he returned them again to

the Author, -.Turing him that he

was poi feftly fatirficd ; for, I'fjct

mty U'ord, faid hr, / can Jind no

Plot in thtm,

Mou N 1 y OR T, Mr. W/.V<iw.—
This Gentleman, who :s far from
a conlcmpublc Writer, tlio' in

much (irentcr Eminrnce »5 an Ac-
tor, v^as bcrn in the Year 1650,
but of wi at Family no Particulars

arc extant, farther U;an that thry

M O ''^^

were of Stafford/hire.'^lt Is pro-

bable that he went early upon the

Stage, as it is certain that he died

young, and Jaah informs us that,

after his attaining that Degree of

Excellence which fhewed itfelf in

his Performance of the Character

of tallboy and Sir Courtly NitSy he

was entertained for fome Time in

the Family of the Lord Chan-
cellor Jeffiriei ; after which he

again returned to l^t Stage, in

which Profcflion he continued till

his Death, which happened in

1692,

Mr. Colky Gibber, who has, in

his Apology, Ihewn great Candoiir

and Wuimth in his bcftowing nil

due Commendations on his Co>

temporaries, has drawn one of the

mofi amiable Portraits of Mr.

Mountfort as an A£tor.—He teih

us that he was tall, well i.iade,

fair, and of an agreeable Afpedl.

His Voice clear, full and melo-

dious ; a moil afFc£ling Lover in

Tragedy, and in Comedy gave the

trueft Lite to the real Chara^lar

of a fine Gentleman.—'In Scene;

of Gaiety he nev. r broke into

that Rcfpe£l that was due to the

Prefcnce o£. equal or fuperior Cha-

ra^er:;, though inferior Aiftois

played *hem, nor ibught to ac-

quire an> Advantage over other

PerformerL' by Finrff"^, or Stage

Tricks, but only by fu'pafTin;

.hem in true and maAei ly Touc hcj

of N.ituie.— i-fe had in himfclf 1

fufHcient Sh.irc of Wir, and i

Plcafantry of Humour tjjat gave

new I/iic to tiic more fpright!y

CharaOtrs which he app'rarcd iiij

and fo nnith Dticncy did he piC'

fcr\c even in tlic moic din'ol'ii.
j

Halts in Conn-dy, tliat ^i^v.

Mary II. v, ho was. remark -iMc i

:|

her Solicitude in the Caulc !

Virtue, anvi DirrourJgemcnt «t

even the Appi;;trancc of Vici,j

did, en i!i;cu;| Mr;:. Bdni (
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in the Cauk '

Difruuragcmcnt -1

pcuranc: of V;c>,

medy of the Rrver performed, at

the fame Time that flie cxprefTed

her Difapprobation of the Piece

itfelf, make a very juft Diftinc-

tion between the Author and Ac-
tor, and allowed a due Praife to

the admirable Performance of

Mr. Mountfart in the Charader.

—He had, befides this, fuch an

amazing Variety in his Manner,

as very few Adiors have been able

to attain ; and was fo excellent

in the Caft of Fops and Petit Mai-
treSf that Mr. Cibbtr, who was

himfelf in high Kftccm in that

Manner of playing, not only ac-

knowledges that he was greatly

indebted to his Obftrvation of

this Gentleman for his own Suc-

cefs afterwards, but even contelfcs

u great Inferiority to him, more
(.("pecially in perforjal Advantage

\

;ind fays moreover, that had Mr.
Mount/ort been remcmber'd whrn
he firft attempted them, his Dc-

tedts would have been more eafiiy

ail'covered, and confequcntly his

tavourabic Reception in them ve-

ry mmh and very jtiiUy abated.

Such were the Excellencies of

tl'.is great Performer, who did

not, however, in all Probability,

reach that Summit of Perfection

v.h.ch he might have arrived at,

h.d he nut been untin"fi!y cut cfi'

by the f !ands o( a bat AJfallir.

in the 3^d Year sf.hl;; Age.—A«
the AtVair was in itfelf of an cx-

fuordinary Nuttj»c> and fo elien-

tial a Circutrkllnnce In Mr,Mitint-

fart\ Hifijcy, I need make no

Apology fvjr givir.g a fhort Detail

of it in tlus riace, rolU-f^cd t'rom

t!if Circumftanccs whicli apjicar-

cd on the Trial of tha Murderer's

Accompli re.

Lord Mchiin, who was a Man
rf loofe Morals, and oi a tuttii-

Icnt and raneourrus Sjiirit, had,

tiom ,1 Kind of Symf»alhy nf'D'f-

P'^fition, GuatratUJ thuclufenia-

M O
tlmacy with one Captain /////,

whom Nature, by with-holding

from him every valuable Quality,

feem'd to have intended for a Cut-

Throat.

—

Hi// had long entertain-

ed a PafTion for that celebrated

Adtrefs Mrs. BracegirJle, which
that Lady had rejc£led, w;th that

contemptuous Difdain which his

Charadtcr jutlly deferved.—Fir*d

w/th Refentment for this Treat -

mcnt. Hilt's Vanity would not

fuflcT him to attribute it to any
other Caufe than a Pre -Engage-

ment of her Affcdlions in favour

of fome other Lover.

—

McuntfortXs

agreeable Pctfon, his frequently

performing the Counterparts, in

Love-Scenes wi^h Mrs. Bra£igir'

diet and the Refpe^k vhich h;-*

ufcd always to pay her., induced

Captain //;// to f.x.o;i him, tho'

a married Man, as the luiipofed

Bar to his own Succefs.—Grown
dcfprratc then of fucceediiig by

fair Means, lie determined to at-

tempt foicc j nndj tommutiicat-

ing. his UcGgn tj Lord Mobun,

V hafe Attachtncnt to him wa'- fo

great, as to render him the Ac-
complice in all his Schemes, and

tiic Pioniotcr of even his moil

criminal PlfafuTcr, tlicy deter-

mined on a Plan io\ catrying her

away f:om the l'h;y-Hoiifr ; but,

not f'iding her there, they ^yt

Int'-lliyent-e wbcit /he wavtolup,
ami, liavir'g hired a T'ruinti r wf

Soldiers and a Coach for the i im-

pot'.', waited near the Door for

her coming out, an I, ou Iit

fo doing, the Ruffians a*tua'ly

fi^izcd her, and were going to

force her into the Coach ; but

her Mother, and the Ccivljv •>«

whole Ffoufe (he came out olf,

11 erpiMii.^ nil tartiicr ' . . t > c

toald romc '.;p, ft>c '.va$ ivUiud
froti fhcm, andfafcly cKurt.-l to

be- t'v\ t» Huuic. -i.^/ni w

aijd Cipt.iin Hill, however, ci-
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raged at their Difappointmtnt in

this Attempt, immediatrly re-

refolvcd on one of another Kind,i

•tnd with violent Imprecations

openly vowed Revenge on Mr.
MoutJtfcrt,

Mr«, Bracegirdle's Mother, and
a Gent'eman who were Ear-
WitnefTes to their Threats, im-
mediately icnt to inform Mrs.
Mountforc of her Hufband's Dan-
ger, with {) eir Opinion that /he

fhould warn him ot it, and advife

him not to tome home thatNight
j

but unfortunately, no Meffengcr
Mrs. Mountftrt fent was able to

find him.— In the mean Time
his LordHiip and the Captain pa-

raded the Streets with their

Swords drawn, till about Mid-
night, when Mr. Mountfort, on
his Return home, was met and
falutcd in a friendly Manner by

Lord Mobun ; but, while that

Scandal to the Ruuk and Title

which he bore was trcacherovidy

holding him in a Converfation

which he could form noSufpicion

from, the AfTaflin f//V/, being at

his Back, firft gave him a delpe-

ratc Blow on the Head ^th his

left Hand, and immediately after-

wards, before Mr. Mountfort had
Time to draw and ftand on his

Defence, he, with the Sword he

held ready in his fight, run him
through the Body.—This lad Cir-

eumftjnce Mr, Monrtfort dcclar'd,

as a dying Man, to Mr. Btncroft^

the Surgeon who attended him.

-^Uill immediately made his £f-

rape, but Lord Mchun was feizcd,

tnd rtood his Trial j. but, rs it

did not iippcar that he imme>.

d\3tely afliftcd/f/Z/in perpetrating

this AfHiirination, and that, aU
fho* Lord Mohun had joined with

fhcCiptain in his Threat* of Re-

ten^e, yet the actual Mention of

Murilicr could not be proved, his

Lordlbii^ was acquitted by bit

M O n?-

Peers.—He afterwards, however,

hiir.felf loft his Life in a Duel
vich the Duke of Hamilton^ in

which it has been hinted that

fomc o * the fame Kind of Trea-

c'.ery, which he had be-in an A-
bettor of in the above-mentioned
Affair, was put in Praftice againlt

himfelf.—Mj, Mountfort'i DHath
happened in Norfolk-Street in the

Strand, in the Winter of '692.

—His Body was interred in th<;

Church Yard of St. CUmentf Dana.
He lelt behind him the five

following dramatic Piece?, whicli

he brought on the Stage.—Tbi
firfl of them, however, is nomi-
nated as his by no Writer but

Cbetioood'y and Cexeter tells us It

was written by John Bancroft, an J

given by him to Mr. Mountfort,

1. Edward ill. Trag.

2. Greknwich Park. Com.
3. Injur d Lovers, Trag.

4^ Life and Death of Dr. Fav*
ST us. Farce.

5. Succefsful Strangers, Com.
CcxetiT, in his MS. Notes, h,n

unaccountably altered the Date vi

his Death, having altered i6cj2

to 1696, and added ^tut. 35,
whereas all the other Writers a-

grce in his having been killed iu

his 33d Yeai.—The Date of Lori

Mobun ^ Trial, however, whicti

is by no Mean.; difficult to hav.-

Accefs to, determines that Poii.t

beyond all Difpute.

Moz F. EN, Mr. fyilliam.--1h'<A\

Gentleman, who is an Adtor on|

the l*hcatre Royal in Drury Lar.t

was, as I have been informcc),|

originally bred to th« Law ; bu',

probably finding the LaborioufHcfij

cr Gravity of that Profeflion uii-

fuitablt* to his natural Difpofitior,

he quitted it for the Stage, orJ

which, however, he makes m
very conspicuous Figure.—Yet hfl

has given iijme Proofs of Geniuii

«nd Humour in the Writing Wa*
bcir

in t

iaini

Poet

atov

Yet

eiJe(

Pub,

^uire

thrrn

'Jobn

troni

^rL•I;;
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being reputed -the Author of t
very humorous Account of the

Adventures of a Summer Compa-
ny of Comedians, detached from
the Metropolitan Theatres, com-
mencing capital Heroes within

the Limits of a Barn, and to the

Audience of a Country Towa.—
The Book is entitled Young Scar-

ron, and gives evident Proofs of

the Author's having a perfeft

Knowledge of the Scenes and

Charaders he attempts to de-

fcribe, and no very unflci! n-

cil for the '^ourtraying ilv.. h
their moft ftriking Fear :cs, and

in the livclieft Colours.- '' has

alio wiitten lome little i'oems,

for the Publication of which,, by
Subl'cription, Propofals have been
(iL'livered j and alfo a Farce, en

-

tille.i,

The AnTIR AT.I ICAN, /'/</.

APf ENCIX.

N.

NM.—Thcfff Letters ftand

• as the Initials of a young
LadyV Namf, who introduced on
the St jge an Alteration of Utttu

merit and TUtcli:r''s Loyal Huhjcif,

under the 7'illc of,

The Fai'.iful CenctaL Trng.

Nab BR s, Mr. 'JhcitMs, wrote

in the Reign oi Charlet I.—-Lang-
huinc raoks him as a third Rate
Poet, but Cibbfr will not admit to

above a fifth Rate DegrecofMerit.
Tet he appears to h/ive been well

eitccmod by his Cotemporaries,

Pichard Brome and Rob, Cbamber-
'uire having publi<kly prefelTed

themfelvis his Friends, and Sir

'John Sutkling having warmly pa-

troniacd him. One Degree of
Mt'iit at lead he has a Claim to,

[and that is, that his Plays aic

% N A
truly and entirely his own, not
having had Rccourfe to any prc-
iceding Writer for Afliftanccji on
which Account his Deficiencies

arecertainly more pardonable, and
the Applaufe due to his Beauties
more truly his own, than thofe
of many other Bards. This
Langbaine, whofe great Reading
enabled him very accurately to
trace the Plagiaries of Authors,
fcems to confirm, at the fame
Time that be quotes the Author's
own Aflertion of it in his Prologue
to the Comedy of Covent Garden^
in thefe Words,

Hejujiift: that '//i no borrowed
Strain

From the Invention of another''

i

Brain
j

Nor did be jleal the Fancy, Sec.

The dramatic Piectsextantby this

Author are the following,

1. Bride. Com.
z. Covent Garden, Com.
3. Entertainment on the Prince''

s

Birth-Day. Mafquf,

4.. Hannibal and Sci,PX0,
Hift. Trag.

5. Microcofmui. Mafifue.

(j, Spring'' I Glory, Mafque.

7. lottettham Court. Com.
8. Unfortunate Alcthtr, Tra^»

PI illipi and JVinftanley, dccordijig

to Jieir ufual Culloin, have af-

cribcd two other anonymous Plays

to him, which however Lang'
baine has proved not to be his.-^
They arc entitled,

Charles I. Trag.
IVoman Hater arraigned. Com,

ff^ocd infoimi us, that Mr. Nabbts
made a Continuation of Kr,ollei''t

Uijlory of the Turks, from the
Year 1628 to the End of 1637,
collcdcd from the Difpatchcs of
Sir Peter IVvthe^ Knt. Ambaf-
fudor nt Con/fantinoplc, and others.

ioxiftr fccins to be of Opinion,
* that

,ih

iftiiC, 1
<% V

I 1 \
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that this is the Thomai Nabbett

who lies buried in the Temple

Church, under the Organ on the

Inner Side.

Nash, Mr. Thomas, was Co-
temporary with the foregoing

Writef.—He was born at the Sea-

port Town of Leofioff in Suffolky

and was defcended from a Family

whofe Refidpn^e was in Hertford-

Jhire.—He received his Education

in the Univerfity of Cambridge^

and was deiignt '( for Holy Orders,

but U decs jiji. appear that he ei-

ther Tii:: ith any Patronage, or

obtain "c ^ly Preferment in the

Church.—Or* ^h". contrary, if we
may judge fvon .3 Poem entitled

Pierce Penmkfs, which, tho' writ-

ten with a confiderable Spirit of

Poetry, fcems to breathe the Sen-

timents of a Man in the Height

of Dcfpair and Rage againft the

World, it appears probable that

he had met with many Difap-

pointmcnts and much Diftrefs.—

And indeed, it feems not im-

prolable, from the Raillery which

he vents at Robert Green in his

Pierce Pcr.nikji, and from his hav-

ing been with that Writer at the

Feaft in which he took the Sur-

feit that carried him off the Stage

of Lite, that he had been, and

even continued to the laft to be,

a Companion and Intimate to that

loofc and riotous Genius, whofe

Hiitory I have before related.—

And, as Diflipatron moft gene-

rally fecks out Companions of its

own Kind to confort arid aflbciatc

with, it will not, perhaps, ap-

pear an improbable Suggeftion,

that fome of Green\ Comrades

mlgh': run into the f^ime Extra-

vagances, and meet with the fame

DiilrcfTcs inConfcquence of them,

tliat he himfe'f had done, and

that Niijh'^ Poem above-mention-

ed mi^ht be no Icfs a Pif>ure of

the Situation of l^s Mind, thaik

N A 13*'

the Recantation Piece* which I

have taken Notice of iii' the Life

of Green,

Najfi Talent was Satire, in

which he muft have had great

Excellence, if we may give Cre

.

dit to the Authority of an old

Copy of Verfes which Langbaine
has quoted concerning him, in

which it is faid of him.

Sharply fatyrtc was he j and that

ff^ay

He loent, thatJince his Being, to

tins Day,
Few have attempted; andlfurely

think

Tboje Words Jhall hardly he let

down in Ink

Shall fcorcb and blaft, fo as his

could, ivhen he

Tf^ould inJiiB Fe/jgeance,

Particularly, he was engaged in

a moft virulent Paper-War with
the fame Dr. Gabriel Harv,y,
whom his Friend Rob. Green h..d

fatirized in fome of his Writini;S

and whofe rancorous Revenge Ici

him even to treat his Body ill af-

ter Death, as I have before given

an Account of under Greem.
His dramatic Works arc only

two in Number, mix.

1. Dido, ^leen of Car-
thage. Trag.

2. Summer s laji Will and Tej-

tament. Com.
Befides thefe, Phillips and Win-
ftantey have very unjuftly afcribeJ

to this Author Mr. Dewbridgt-
Court Be.'chier's Comedy of IJai:-

Beer Pot, (which I have rcftorcJ

to the right Owner) and at the

fame Time omitted the Mcniioi
of the Tragedy of Dido, which
was unqueftionably his j ci at

Icaft he had a cenfidcrable H.md

in it in Gonjunftum with Mji"

Nevi!,!

.«^:,.
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Robert^ efteenedonft

the R.cign of King Cbar/es I.— of the moft finifhed Gentlemen,

There are no Particulars relat- as well as the moft diftinguifli-

ing to him extant, farther than ed G'^neral and Statefman of

that he receive^i hh Education at the Age he lived in, was the Son
Kirg's College^ i/i the Univerfity of Sir Charles Cavettdijb, whofe

of Cambridge, where he obtained Fzther wiS Sir ff^lliam Cavtndijh,

a Ftllowftip ; and that he wrote and his elder Brother the firfl

one Play, which is far from de- Earl of Devonpire of that Family,

ficicnt in Point of Merit, en* His Mother was Cd/(&ar/«, Daugh-
tirlcd, ^ ter of Cuthbert, Lord Ogle.—He.

The Poor Scholar. Com. ' was born, in 1592, and his Fa-
Nevill, Mr, Alexander.-" ther, who difcovercd in him, even

This / ithor was a Native of from Infancy, a great Quicknefs

Kivt, lU w:d in the Reign of Queen of Genius, and a ftrong Propenfity

EHxabab, and was Brother to Dr. to Literature, took Care to im-
Ihotf/as Ni.'^i/l, who fuccecded to prove thofe Advantages, by prO'

the Deanery of Canterbury on the curing for him the bcft Mafters ift

Deceafe of Bifhop Rogers,—He every Science,

made a very early Progrefs in His Courfe of Education being

Learning, particularly in the Stu- early complcatcd, he appeared at

Jy of Poetry, for, at fixteen Years Court with fo high a Reputation
~ Age, he was fixed on by the for Abilities, as drew on him theo>

celebrated Jaffer Heyivood, as one peculiar Attention and Regard of

of thofe whom he thought capa- King James I. who, at the Cre-

ble of joining with himfelf in a ation of Henry Prince of fFalet in

Tranflation of the Tragedies of 1610, made nim a Knight of the

Seneca.—That which this Youth Bath, and, in i6»o, his Fathor

undertook was the fifth, entitled having been dead three Years,, by
Oje'dipvs. Trag. whofe Deceafe he became poflefled

This Piece was executed in the of a large Eftate, he was created

Year 1560, tho' not publiOied till a Peer by the Title of Baron Ogle

the reft, by Heywced, Newton, and Vifcount Mansfield, which
Huce and Stadlty, in 1581} be- Titles were afterwards farther cn-

fides which, frood acquaints us nobled in the third Year of Kiu?
of another Work of this Author, Charles I's Reign, l^ the Addi-

cntitled, Kettus, five de Fumoribus tion of that of Lord Cavendijh of

Ncrfolcienjium, Sec. 1582.—Mr. Balfover, and the ftill higher one

NeviH was born in 1544.—It is of Earl of iVirtuffl/J/tf upon Tj'"''

not app;irent when he died, but The high Favour, however, in

he was buried in the Chapel be*

longing to the Cathedral Church
of Canterbury, in a Monument e •

rcftcd for that Purpofe by his

Brother ttie Dean, fome Years

which his LordHiip ftood at Court,

excited the J 'fy of the Mi-
niHers, and mure p.uticularly of

the Favorite Duke of Bucking-

ham, notwithftanding which, hift

tcfore the Deceafe of either of Lcrdfhip prefervcd the King's Af-
ftion towards him in fo pcrfcft

and, according to //''eo</, feenis to a Degree, that, in jCjS, hit

have furvivcd our Author,
N K w c A s T L E , Tflliiam Cavcn-

i'-jh, Duke of.—This noble Au.

Majclly gave the ftrongeft Tcfti-

mony or nis Confidence,

his Abilities and Honour
in

Niviiy

both

, by af-

Cgnin{
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figning him the very important Of-
fice of Governor to the Prince of
VTaUi.-^ln 1639, when the Trou-
bles broke oiit in Scotland^ the

King being obliged, not only to

afTemble an Arrtiy in the North,
but alfo to put himfelf at the

Head of it, which was an Expe-
dition that could not but require

Immenfe Sums, and that at a

Time wheu the Royal Finances

were extremely low, his Lordfliip,

in Dcmonftration of his Zeal and
Loyalty, not only contributed ten

Thoufand Pounds to the Trea-
fury, but alfo raifcd a Troop of
Horfe, confifting of about two
Hundred Knights and Gentlemen,
who ferved at their cwn Charge,

and were incorporated under the

TitJe of the Prince's Troop ; on
which Occafion a very remarkable
Inftance was given of how far his

Loyalty, however it might efta-

blifli him in the King's Eiteem,
continued to give Umbrage to thofe

who were dcfirous of a fuperior

Influence at Court.—And, as his

Lordfliip's Behaviour on the Oc-
caiion was fuch, as exalted his

Reputation, at the fame Time
that it conflderably leflened that

of a Rival, I (hall take the Li-

berty of relating the Story in this

Place.

In the Number of thofe who
looked wit!i an envious Eye on
the particular Diftinftions fliewn

to our Author by the King, was
the Earl of Holland^ at that Time
General in Chief of tht Horfe.

He was a Man remarkably felfifli

in his Temper, and of a Difpofi-

tion, altho' his Courage had ne-

ver before been fufpedcd, r;«hcr

cunning and penetrating, man
brave or open.—The Troop which
the Earl of Nnucajlk had raifed,

was, as I have before obferved,

called the Princess j but was com-
manded by the Earl himfelf) ia

N E #
Pcrfon, as its Captain.~i-When

the Army drew nsar Bemiekj the

Earl fent Sir fVilUam Carnaby, his

Aid de Camp, to Lord Holland,

to know where his Troop fhould

march} whofe Anfwerwas, iVlfArr

after the Troop* of the general Of'

fcers.—The oiarl on this fent a-

gain to reprefent, That having the

tionour to march under the Prince'*

Colours, be thought it not becoming

for him to give Place to any of the

Officen of the Field.—The Gene-
ral, however, repeated his Or-

ders with great Peremptorinefs,'

which the Earl of Ne^vcaflkf

therefore, obeyed, taking no far*

ther Notice of it at that Time,
than by ordering the Pririce's Co-

lours to be taken oft" the Staff,

and marching without any.—But,
as foon as ever the Service was

over, he fent the Earl of Hollar.d

a Challenge, which his Lordfliip

accepted, and agreed to the Time
and Place of meeting ; to which,

however, when our Author came,

he found not his Antagonifl, but

his Second.-—The Affair had been

difdofed to the King, by whofe

Authority, according to Lord Cla'

rendon, the Matter was compofedj

but not without leaving an Impu-

tation, in the Minds of many, of

fome Want of perfonal Bravery

in Lord Holland,

But, though in this Conteft lie

had apparently the Advantage,

yet, as it convinced him, in Con-

currence with other Circum-

ftances, how hard the Minifterial 1

Fa£lion was inclinable to be^r

upon him, and bdfng unwilling

to give his Majefty any Trouble
j

about himfelf, he voluntarily re-

figned the Place of Governor to
j

the Prince, and retired into the

Country, where he remained quiet

till he received the King's Orders

to revifit Hull, which ianportantl

Koitrels, and all the Magazincsj

thiti

I ,« ,«tiM
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that were in it, he offered to bis

M^efty to have fccured for him
;

but when, ioflead of receiving

Directions for that Purpofe, he
found his Inftru£licns were to

obey the Orders of the Parlia-

ircnt, he drop'd his Defign, and

once ihore retired into the Coun-
try.

Here he remained totally in-

a£live, till the Flame of Civil

War being kindled tofuch a Blaze,

that it would have appeared Cow-
ardice to continue longer fo, he
engaged in the Royal Caufe, and
accepted of a Comnraflion for the

raiAng Men t« take Care of the

Town of Neivcaj9/e, and the four

adjacent Counties, in which he
vas fo expeditious and fuccefsful,

that his Majefty conftituted him
General and Commander in.Chicf

of all the Forces raifcd North of
7reKt, and alfo of thofe that might
be levied in many of the South-
ern Counties, with a moft extra-

ordinary plenipotentiary Power of
conferring the Honour of Knight-
hood, coining Money, and print-

ing and fctting forth all fuch De-
clarations as fliould to him appear

expedient.—Of all thcfe extenfive

Powers, however, his Lordfliip

made a very fparing Ufc, except-

ing that of raiflng Men,* which
he purfued with fuch Diligence,

that in three Months he had le-

vied an Army of eight Thoufand
Horfe, Foot and Dragoons, with
vs'hich he marched direflly into

Tork/hirt, and, after defeating the

Enemy at Peira Bridge, advanced
to Tork, the Governor of which
Ciry furrendered up the K^ys to

him.

During the Courfe of the Civil

War, the Earl of Nrwcaflle was
very fuccefsful, having more than

once defeated General Fairfax, and

even gained feveral important Forts

and Battles*-*For which Service

N E
King Charles, in the Year 164J,
advanced him to thr ^.-^nity of
Marquis o( Newcafile, L t when,
in 1644, thro* the Piecipitancy
of Prince i.Kpert, his Majefty's
Forces received a total Defeat at

Marion Moor, in which the Mar-
quis's Infantry was cut to Pieces,
this Nobleman, finding the King's
Affairs in that Part of the King-
dom irretrievably ruined, he made
the beft of his Way to Scar^C"
rough, and from thence, with u

few of thv principal Officers of
his A ,iy, embarked for Ham-
hur^h. After ftaying for about
fix Months at that Place, he went
by Sea to Amprdam, and from
thence took a Journey to Paris,
where he married and refided

fome Time.—He afterwards re-
moved to Antwerp, where he
pafled the Remainder of his Ex-
ile, during which he underwent
a Variety of Misfortunes and Dif-
trcfs, bis Circumflances being at

fome Times fo bad, that the
Dutchefs herfelf, in the Life (he
has V itten of her Hufband, con-
feffes they were both reduced to

the Neceffity of pawning their

Cloaths for Subfiftence.—For, al-

tho' his Eftates in England were
valued at upwards of twenty
Thoufand Pounds per Annum, yet
they were left entirely at the
Mercy of the Parliament, who
levied immenfe Sums on them.

Yet, notwithftanding all thcfe

Severities of Fortune, during the
Courfe of a fixteen Years Banilh-
ment, he never loft his Spirit,

bst retained his Vigour to the
laft, recruiting his natural Viva-
city by the fprightly Converfation
of his Lady, the frequent Compa-
ny of the young King, who made
him Knight of the Carter, and
a full Prepoffefllon that the
Clouds, which then over-hung
his own Fortunes and thufe of

his

; .^
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his Coontiy, would at length be

difperrcd by the King's Reftora*

tion.—In thii his Lordfhip proved

9. true Prophet, for the gloomy

Period at length came to an End,

and the Marquis returned to his

own Country with his Sovereign

;

where, after being, by Letters Pa-

tent, d^tei Mofcb i6t 1664, cre-

ated Earl of Ogle and Duke of

Ifeweaftle, his Grace withdrew to

a happy Country Retirement,

where he fpcnt the Evening of his

Days in calm Repofe, and in the

Indulgence of thofe Studies, with

which he was the moft affe^ed.

At length, after a Life of great

AClion and great Variety, having

attained to the higheft Honours,

and defervedly purchas'd the fair-

eft Reputation, this truly noble

Lord to^k his Flight to a better

World, on the 2 5th of D^f. 1676.

^tail's 84. and lies interred in

WeJImitiJler ' jltbey t againft -

Screen of the Chapel of St. A//-

(baelf under a moft fpaclous an<i

noble Tomb, which a little before

his Death he had caufed to be

ercAed to the Memory of his

Dutchefs.—The Monument is all

of white M^ble, but adorned

with two Pillars of black Mar*
ble, with Entablatures of the Co-

rintkian Order, embelliflicd with

'Arms, as in the Pedcftal, with
various Trophy Works, whereon
are two Images of white Marble,

excellently well carv«:d, and in

full Proportion, in a cumbent
Pcfture, rcprefenting the Duke
and Dutchefs.

With Refpeft to this Noble-
nan's public Chara^er, it will be

needleis to add :iny Thing to what
has been already faid, in RaHird
to his private one.—Some ofnis
Niftorians have fcemed to con-
demn him for a Profufenefs and
Pafllon for Magnificence, which
fometimes had too great a Ten-

, ,N E^ •
dency to the Encouragement of

Luxury and Difllpation, of which
they produce as Inftances the two
famptuous Entertainments which
he gave to King CbarUt I. at his

Seat at IVelbechf the Expences of

which, according to the Dutchefs's

own Computations, muft have
amounted to upwards of ten Thou-
fand Pounds.—And others, of the

graver Kind, have cenfured him
for too ftrong an Attachment to

Poetry and the polite Arts, in

which, however, they have done

no Honour to the Delicacy of

their own Tafte.—It is certain,

indeed, that this noble Perfonage

was, from his earlieft Youth, ce-

lebrated for his Love of the Mufes,

.hat he had a true Tafte for the

liberal Arts, was ever delighted

with having Men of Genius about

him, and took a fingular Pleafure

m icfcuingneceflitous Merit from

O!) curity.—In a Word, that he

wa* truly the Mecenat of King
Charlti I's Reign : But it does not

appear that, in the bufy Scenes of

Life, his Lordfhip fufFcred his

Thoughts to ftray fo far from his

Employment as to tuin Author.

In his Exile, indeed, being ex-

tremely fond of the breaking and

managing Horfes, than which
there cannot be a more nanly
Exercife, tho' in our delicate Age
almoft entirely left to Grooms and

Jock«ys, he thought fit to pub-

liih his Sentiments on thofe Sub-

je£ls, in that very pompous Work
printed in his Name, and which

is fliU held in high Eftcem.—He
alfo, for the Amufement of fonie

leifure Hours, applied himfelf to

dramatic Poetry, the Produce of

which cannot but give us a ftrong

Idea of his Fortitude and Chear-

fulnefs of Temper, even under

the greateft Difficulties, fince,

tho' written durinfi his Bani/h-

ment, and in the MidA of De-

prc'^'on
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;
rr'Hion and Poverty, all the Pieces

he has left us in that Way of

Writing, are of the comic Kind,

'ihcir Titles are,

J. The Country Captain. Com.
a. Exile. Com.

3. Humorous Loveri. Com.

4. Triumpkant fVidow. Com.
5. Variety. Com.

His Grace had been twice mar-
ried, but had Ulue only by his

firft Lcfly.—His Titles defcendcd

to his Son He*jry Earl of Ogle,

who was the laft Heir Male of his

Family, and who, dying without

Iflue In 1691, the Title of Niw-
taflley in the Line of Cirvendipy

became extind.

Newcastle, Margaret^

Duchefs of, Confort cf the above-

mentioned noble Duke, was re-

markable for hfixmany Writings;

but /lie was a mere Pedant in

Pettycoats.—She wrote 7.8 thea-

trical Pieces, many of which, in-

•'ecd, are only fliort unfinifhcd

Scenes;—and, on the whole, it

iii not worth while to prefcrve

''le Memory of their numerous
Titles, wliicia would take up a

?uat Deal of Room to very little

Purpofc.

Newman, l^hcmas.—All that

we know of this Gentleman is,

thcit he lived in the Beginning of
the 17th Centurv, and that he
tranflatcd two of 7erence^s Come-
dies, for School- Exhibitions, r,-::^.

i. Andria. Pid, Appen-
dix.

2. Eunuch. Fid. Appen-
dix.

Nj-.w-; ON, Thomas. • This
!e;irned Writer w_s the clieft Son
oi Edwu'-J Ne^'tof:, o( But/eyy in

the Parilh of Preftbury i" Chfjhire,

i\v AUie his Wife.—fIc w. s born
n that Country, and received his

^r(l Rudiments of grammatical
Frudition under the celebrated

j'cB Briyjvnfivord) for Whom he

N E
appears ever to have retailed 'he
jnoft ardent and almoil filial Af-
feftion ; for, in his Encomium
on fevcral illuftrioiis Men of Erg'
landy he has this very remarkable
Dillith on his

Rhctora, Grammar:cum, Polyhijlora

Teque Pietam

S^ttis tiegat ?— ii Ltppus, hifcuSf

obrjus, ittt:rs.

Nay, Co great was his Refpe£l for

the Memory of this Gentleman,
that he afterwards ereifl.d a Mo-
nument for him, on the South
Wall of the Chancel of the Church
of Macckifcld in Chijkire, with a
Latin Infcription, highly in his

Commendation.—Hut, to return

to our Author.—He was fent very

young to Oxford-^ but, whetlier
thro' any Dilguft, or fiorn what
other Cauf^ I jcnow not, he made
no long Stay there, but rcmo%-t:d

to Cjrfihridpr, where lie fettled in

^uens College, and l.><n:arne 10

eminent for his Latin Fc:'*ry, as

to be efieemed by hie CoJ-<::npora-

ries as deferving to rank- v.ith t!:e

mod ce]cbrat.:d Poets who have
written in that Language.

After this he retired to his
own Country, making fome Re-
fidcnce at Oxford, which he
took in his Way; an:?, having
obtained the warm Patrona^re of
Robert Earl of EJf^x, he tuughc
School and pradifeaPhyfick witli

h\xc>^cUdXMuccl:if,cld. Il I'^i-'cars

however, that he was in* hcly
Orders alfo, for JVoz^l fays, th^t
at length, being bereft rd'sx Little

J/ford in F£ex, he taught School
there, aiid continued at that^'sre
till the Time of hisDeath, which,
after hi? having acquired a ton
fjdcrable Eftate, happeneii in the
Mont' of May 1607. He
was buried in the Chn.vh 1 0-

longing to that VillatjO, ana ' r

[ A a ] tii«
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the Decoration of which he left a

confiderable Legacy.'^i^Hc wrote
and tranflated many Books, and,

among the latter, the third Tra>
gcdy of Sentcot entitled, *

Tbetai's.

Yet, tho' he tranflated only this

one Play, he took onsjiimfelf the

Publication of all the reft, as

tranflated by Heywoodt Nevil/,

Nuci, &c.

PhiUipi has wrongfully attri-

buted to this Author the Compo-
fition of Markers Tragedy of

T

A

Mvzni. Ais the Great, or The
Scythian Shepherd,

LeNoBLX, Monfleur, » French

Writer, produced one petite Piece,

which was a£lcd here by a Set of

Strollers, of his own Country, on
the Theatre in Lineoin't - Inn -

FieMs.-^lt met with but little

Succefs, and was entitled,

The Two HarUfuitii, Farce,

of three AAs.
NoKRis, Mr, Henryt was Son

to Mr. Henry Nerris the Come-
dian, who, from his admirable

Performance in Farfuhart Co-

medy of the 7rip to the Jubilee,

at quir*d the Nick-Name of Ju-
bilee Dicky.-''Tii\s Gentleman al-

fo trod in his Father's Steps as

an A^tor, though not with equal

Succefs, nor perhaps equal Me-
rit }

yet , notwithftanding the

flighting Manner in which Chet'

tvcaii, both in his Hifiety of the

Stage, and in his Britijh Theatre,

fpeaks of him, Mr. Norrit had

certainly great Merit, »fiA in ma*

ny Parts equalled, if not excelled,

the beft A£lors who have at-

tempted them fince.—--He per-

formed for many Years in the

Theatres of London and 't^ii»t

but, in the Decline of hilt.ifc,

retired to York, where he joined

the eftabliflicd Company of Co-

medians belonging to that City,

among whom he died a few Yean

ago.—He publiflied a Colleftlon

of Po^ms, and two dramatic
Pieces, entitled,

I. The Deceit. Farce.

a. Royal Merchant. Com. (fup-

pos'd to be this Author's,

from the Initial Letters

annexed H. N.) This is

only an Alteration of the

Beggar** Bufi of Beaumont
and Fletcher,

Norton, Thomat, £fq;—All
that can be traced concerniug this

Gentleman is, that he was an
Inhabitant, if not a Native, of

Skarpcnhaule, or Shurpenboe, in

Bedfordjbire, that he was a Bar-
rifter at Law, and a zealous Cal-

vinifl in the Beginning of ^cen
Elixabcth*s Reign, as appears by

feveral Tra£ls, printed together

in 8vo. 1569.—lie was Cotcm-
pofary with Stemhold and Fpkint,

and Afliftant to them in their

noted Verfjon of the Pfalms,

twenty fcven of which he turned

into Englijh Metre, to which, in

all the Editions of them, the

Initials of his Name are prcfix'd.

—He alfo tranflated into EngUp
feveral fmall Latin Pieces, and,

being a clofe Intimate and Fellow-

Student with Thomas Sackville,

Efi)} afterwards Earl of Dorfet,

he joined with him in the com-
poHng one dramatic Piece, of

which Mr. Norton wrote the three

iirft AAs, entitled,

FxRRCx and PoRREX, after*

wards reprinted with con*

fiderable Alterations under

the Title of Gorboduc.
Nuci, Mr. Thomas, was a Co*

temporary with Mr. Thomat AVw*

ton before-mentioned, and con-

cerned with him in the Tranfl*-

tion of Senecd't Tragedies, of

which one only fell to his Shart,

v/'xt. the eleventh, which is en-

titled,

OcTAviAt Trag,
Soae
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Some Authors, Ddri9 in parti-

cular, have denied this Play's

having been written by Seneca,

and indeed, the Story of it being

founded on F^'iftory To near the

Time of the fuppofed Author,

and the Conftdcration of the ty-

rannical Period in which Senaa
lived, feem to furniih a reafona-

ble Ground of Sufpicion on this

Head.—But this, being a Parti-

cular, the Difcuflion of which is

fomewhat foreign to uur prcfent

Purpofe, any farther Enquiry on
it in this Place will be needlefs.

o.

ODctL, Tbmas, £f(){ was
born In Buckingbamjbire^

towards the Conclufion of the laft

or the Beginning of this Century
j

in which County he had a very

handfome paternal Eftate, the

greatcft Part of which he expend-
ed in the Service of the Court
Intereft ; but, on the Death of

Lord IVhartent who had been his

Patron, and who, with other

Friends of the fame Principles,

bad procured him a Penfion from
the Government, Mr. OJell, find-

ing both his Fortunes and Inter-

eft impaired, ere^led a Theatre in

(jiodmani-Fteldst which he open-
ed in OBibtr 1719.—For the firft

Scafon it met with all the Suc-
ccfs that could be wifhcd for, and
fully anfwercd his Expcdl.itions

;

and indeed, it is probable, thai it

uould ftill have gone on witK
like Succefs, had not a Com
tlon, vhicb it was faid the S..n

of a rcfprftablc and honourable
Magiftiate of the City of LonJen
bad with the faid Theatre, given

Vmbnge tu the Loid iMayur and

O D
Court of Aldermen, who, under
the Appearance of an Apprehen-
fion that the Apprentices and

Journeymen of the trading Part

of the City would be led too rea-

dily' in Diflipation, by having a

Theatre brought fo near home to

them, made an Application to

Court for the Suppreflion of it.*—

In Confequencc of this, an Or-
ucr came down for tht Autting it

up } in Complaifance to which,
(for at that Time there was no
AA of Parliament for limiting

the Number of the Theatres)

Mr. Oiielt put a Stop to his Per-

formances, and, in the End, found

himtelf under a NeccfTity of dif-

pofmg of his Theatre to Mr.
Hemy Ciffard, who, not meeting
with the fame Oppolition as our

Author, ratf^d a Subfcripticn for

the building of .i more ample
Play-houfe on the fame Spot, to

which, aflembling a very tolera-

ble Company of Performers, he
went on luccefsfully, till the paf«

fmg of the faid A£l ; for the im-
mediate OccaGon of which, Fii,

Vol.1. Appendix, under Gol-
den Rump. — I canno% howe-
ver, help obfervin^ In this Place
one Particular, for which that

Theatre, which is even now
(landing, and which has hern at

different Periods fince opened for

feme Ti;"c by Pcrmi.Tion, lu'.

been remarkable, and that i', fot

the firlt Appearance, in, or about,

the Year 1740, of our Englljb

Pofciuff Mr. Garriik,——In that

Eaftern.Hcmifphere it was that

firft this biilliant Star a<-ofc, and
fhone with (hat dazxling Bright,

nefs which furpr'iccd all who
V!r*-^d it, and which fince, pro-

c^ng Weftward, has blazed with
that Meridian Luftre which has
illuminated the \n}io1c theatrical

World.—-But, to icturn to our
Author.

[ A a 1 ] Mr.
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Mr. Odell was, for forae Years,

and even fo late as 1 7 je. Deputy
JMafter of the Revels, uijder his

Grace the late Duke of Grafton,

when Lord Chamberlain, ^nd
Mr. ChetKuytul, the Licenfer of
the Stage.—This Place he held

till his Death, which happened a

few Years ago.—He has brought
four dramatic Pieces on the Stage,

all of which met with fome Share
of Succefs.—Their Titles are as

follows,

1. Chimera. Farce. •~""

2. Patron. Opera.

3. Prodigal. Com.
4. Smugglers. Farce.

Odincsels, Mr. Gabnel.~—
Of this Gentleman's Life I can
find nothing farther on Record,
than that he was born in London^
that he was matriculated of Pem-
^/vitf College, Oxford, 23d of^-
pril 1707. and that, becoming
lunatic, he put an End to his

own Life, by the Afliftance of a

Cord, on the 10th of Feb. 1734,
at his Houfe in Thatci'd- Court,

iP'eJiminfier.'—lit wrote three dra-

matic Pieces, the Titles of which
are as follow,

1. The Bath unmajk'd. Com.
2. Ba YEs'i 0/xra. Com.
3. The Capricious Lovers. C.
Oldmixon, Mr. yohn.—This

CSentlcman was defcended from

r.n ancient Family of the Name,
•riijinally fealei aiOldmixon, near

Hiii'g'ii.ater, in SoKHrf.tJkirc.— He
was a violent Purty Writer, and

a very fevcre and mahvoUnt Cri-

tic
i

in the former Light lie was

a ftrong Opponent of the Stuart

Family, wlinm he haSi on every

Occafun, as much as pofilble cn-

d^ avoured to blacken and cilnm-

jj'at?, wiihcut any Regard totH^t

[tnparti:iliry which ought ever to

be the mcft efTjntial Chara«fle-

riftic of an Hillorian.—In the o-

thcr ChiTiider he wiis perpetually

P L
attacking, with the inoft appa.

rent Tokens of Envy and Ill-Na-

ture, his feveral Cotemporaries.

Particularly Meflrs. ^ddifofiy EuJ.
den and Pope.—The laft of thefe,

however, whom ht had attacked

in different Letters which he
wrote in the F/ying Pcji, and re-

pcatedly reflefted on in his Profe

Effays on Criticifm, and in his

Art of Logic and Rhetoric, writ-

ten in Imitation of Bouhours, has

condemn'd him to an Immortality

of Infamy, by introducing him
into his Dunciai, with fome very

diftinguifhing Marks of Eminence
among the Devotees of Dulnefs.

For, in the fecond Book of that

fevere Poem, where he introduces

the Dunces contending for the

Prize of Dulnefs, by diving in

the Mud of Flett-Ditch, he re-

prefents our Author as mounting
the Sides of a Lighter, in order

to enable him to take a more ef-

ficacious Plunge.—His Words are

as follows,

/ vaked Majtjly 0\C* \

ftandSf

And, Milo likeffurveys bit Armi
artdHandt

j

then, fighingy thus \ ** And am
** / ntni tbri'tfcert f

** At, i«by, ye Gods ! Jbouldtw
" and two make four f"

He faid, and climbed aftrar.dtd

lighter''s Height,

Shot to the black Ahyfs, ard

plurg'd downright,'-^

The Senior's Judgment all the

Cro^vd admire,

IVho, but to Jink the deeper, rofe

the higher.

Mr. Oldmixon, tho' rigid with

Regard to others, is far from un-

blameable him elf, in the very

Particulars concerning vvliich he

is fu free in his Accufntinn-;, and

that fomciimcs cvcu without a

ftiirt

^^^^.



,/urv(ys bit Armt

O R
ftrift Adherciirc to Truths one

remarkable Irftanrc of this Kind
it is but Jurtice to take Noiicw* of,

and that his having advanced a

particular Faft to charge three

rmincnt Pcrfons with Intcr^ola-

tion in Lord Clarendon'^ Hiftor)',

which Faft was difprovcd by Dr.

A:urburyy tlie on'.y Survivor of

them
i
and the pretended Inter-

polation,. after a Space of almoft

ninety Ycars> pruiduccd in his

Lordfliip*s own Hand - Writing

;

and yet this very Author himt'elf,

when employed by Bifhop Ktnnet

inpublifliing the Hiltoriansin his

Colle£lion, has made no Scruple

ot perverting Da>>itV% Chronicle

in numbcrlcfs IMaces.

What Year Mr. OUmixon was

born in, i$ not mentioned by any

of the Writers, nor where he re-

ceived his Education.—He was,

liowever, undoubtedly a Man of

Learning and Abtlittc$! j and, ex-

clutivc of his ftrong-biafs'd Pre-

judice, and natural Mcrofcnefs

and Petulance, far from a bad

Writer,—He has left behind him
three dramatic Pieces, the Titles

of which arc,

1, Amyntas. Part,

a. Cevernor c^ C v m c S, T,
3. Grcve, Opera.

Hi a!fo wrote a Paftoral, rallrd

'Ihyrjh, which forms one Ail of

Mr. Mtttfux** Aoxv/Or, or Every

A^i a P/ffy.—As he was always a

violent f*arty Writer, on the

Whig Side, he was at length re-

warded with a fmall Po(t in the

Revenue at LiverfeoU, at which
Place he died in a very advanced
Agf, in the Y*ar 1745.
O.iRERY, R(^er Boyle, £arl

of, was the younger Brother of
Rtchanty F.arl of Burlirgtcn and
Cor*, and fifth Son of Richard,

«)lfd the Croat F.arl of i\rk.—
He was born -fer;' 2 5, 1611, and
was raifed to the Dignity of Ba-
:oti£regl i.'l in b.hr,J, when only

OR
feven Years old.-—His Education

was in tj^ College of Dublin j

where he applied himfclf with

fuch Diligence to his Books, and
fo happily digcfted what he ga-

thered from them, that he was
very foon diftinguiflied as an early

and promifing Genius.—In 1636*
his Father fent him to make the

Tour of France and Italy, in Com-
pany with Lord Kynalmtaky, \)\%

elder Brother.—-After his Return
from his Travels, this gallant

young Nobleman found all Things
in great Confufion in England,

and a War on the Point of break-

ing out with Scotland \ in which
he was invited to ferve, with
Marks cf peculiar Dirtin^ion

;

but his Thoughts were turned

another Way.—As the old Earl

of CV* loved to fettle his Children

very early in the World, a Mar-
riage was at this Time propofed

for Lord /Vof/.V.', \\\K\\ the Lady
Margaret Howard, Daughter to

the Earl of Suffolk, and it vfas

quickly concluded : Immediattly

after which his Lordfhip, with

his new-married Lady, fet out

for Ireland^ where they landed

Oii. »3, 164T, the very Day on
which the Rebellion broke out in

that Kingdom.
The Family of Lord Cor}, were

inf^antly obliged to take Arms,
in Order to their own Sccuritj,

as well as that of the Public
;

and the Poft aflignrd to Lord
BroHill, was the Defence of hi.

Father's Caftic of Lifmore ; in

which ir behaved with all the

.Spirit of a young Officer, and all

the Difcretion of an old one.—

i

He afterwards dillinguifted him-
fclf on many fipnal Occafiun? ; in

tHF Courfe of whirh he equally

manifcftcd his Aliilities for ti.e

Field and the Cabinet.—At the

Death of Claries I. hoACvcr, he
was induced to quit both his Eilare

[ A a 3 J a-ri
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*nd h!s Country, as ruined paftall

Kopes.—For fome Time he rc-

ir.ained in clofe Retirement j but-

at length Crcrmc/!, to whom the

Merit of Lord BrogLill v.as well

known, found Means to gain him
o.er to that Pirty, which he had
h t'.ierto fo rigorou/ly oppofed

;

but they were fuch Means as re-

fleft no Dilhonour to his Memo-
ry.—The Story is told at length

in ihc Biogr:iphia Briiafiniea, un-
der the Artiiic Doyle

J
to which

we refer, being too circumflantial

for fo brief a Compilation as the

prefent.—By his own Intereft he
new raifed a gallant Troop of
Horfc, confifiing chi'_-fly of Gcn-
tienitn attac} ed to him by perfo-

nal Friendlhip j which Corps was
fc'on incrcafed to a compleat Re-
giment of 1500 Men.—Thefe he
led into the Field againft the Irip

Rebels ; and was fpeedily joined

Yy Cron.ivcUt who placed thehigh-
I ft Confidence in his ntw Ally ;

and found him of the grca eft

Confcqucnce lo the Intcfcft of the

Commonwealth. —Among other

tonfidcrableEa^ilcits performed by

Lord Erogbillf his Viflory at

Afaciroivt deferves to be particu-

larly mentioned ; where, with

20CO Horfe and Dragoons, he

brifKly attacked above 5OC0 cf

the Rebels, and totally defeated

them.——He afterwards relieved

Crotri'iie/l himftif, at C/orn.^'i/

,

where that great Commander hap.

pened to be fo dangeroufly fuu-

atcd, that he confcfled nothing

tiut the fcafonable Relief afforded

him by Lord Brogbill, could have

foved him from Deftruftion.—He
Jikevvjfe worfted Lord Mufitrry,

who came againft him with an

Army raifed by the Pope's Nun-
cio, and which conf.ftcd of tiiree

Ti^ncs the Number of Lord Bng-
kiU\ forces \ beUdcs the Advunt>

O R
age of being well officer'd by Ve-

teran Commanders from Spain.

When Cromive/I became Pio-

teftor, he fcnt for Lord Broglil',

merely to take his Advice, occa-

fionally.—And we are told, that

not long after his coming to Eng'

land, he formed a Projeft for en-

gaging Crcmtvell to reftore the old

Conftitulion.—The Bafis of the

Scheme was to be a Match be-

tween the King [Charle: II.) and

the Protedlor's Daughter. As

his Lordfliip maintained a fecrct

Correfpondence with the exiled

Monarch and his Friends, it is

imagined he was, before -hand,

pretly furc that Charles was rxt

avcrfc to the Scheme, or he would

not have ventured to propofe it

fe;ioufly to Cronme/l:—who, at

firft, fccmed to think it not un-

feafiblc—He foon changed his

Mind, however, and told Brcg-

h;ll that he thought the Pro-

jeft imprafticablc ; for, faid he,

** Clar/cs cao never forgive me the

" Death of his Father."— In fii e,

this Bufincfs came to no'.hinc, I'l-

though his Lord/hip had enj;a;j,cd

CnttiKvelPs Wife and Daughter in

the Scheme; but he never duifi

let the Proreftor know that ^c

had prcvioufly treated v:hh Charges

about it.

On the Death of the Protertor,

Lord Brogbill continued firmly

attached to his Son Richard^ MU
he faw that the Honefty and

Good-Nature of that worthy M^n
would infallibly render him a

Prey to his many Encmier, he

did not think it ad^ifable to fink

with a Man he could not favc.-—

The dark Clouds of Anarchy

fcemed now to be hovering ovfr

the Btitip Ifiand.—Lord Brcghi'.t

faw the Storm gathering, and lie

deemed it prudent to retire to his

Command in ItelatJ, where he

ibortly
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ftortly after had the Satisfaaiort 6fk hIslUajefty's Pardon for fome
of iceirtg Things take a Turn Steps he had taken in Support of
extremely favorable to the Defign

h^ had long been wcU-wifljer to

—

that of the King's Reftoration.

Ill this great Event, Lord Brog-

bill was not a little inftrumental
j

and, in ConHderation of his emi

the Chancellor.

On iiis Return to Irelaniy he
found kimfelf called to a new
Scene of Action. The Dutch
war was then in its Height j and
the Frenchf in Confederacy with

nemt Services, in this Refpe£V, the Hollanders, were endeavouring-

Charles created him Earl of Or- to ftir up the AOies of Rebellion
nry, by Letters -Patent, bearing in Ireland.—Tht Duke de Beau.
Date Slf/ir. 5, 1660.—Hewasfoon fort, Admiral of France^ had-
after made one of the Lords Jm"- formed a Scheme for a Defcent

upon that Ifland; but this was
rendered abortive by the extraor-

dinary Diligence, military Skill,

and prudent Meafures of Lord
Orrery.

But, in the Midft of all his
His Lordfhip's a£live and free Labours, a Difpute arofe, founded

Courfeof Lfe, at length, broupht on a mutual Jealoufy of each o-
Uf.on him fome Difi.'afes and In- thcr's Greatnefs, betwixt him and

tices of Ireland \ and his Con-
du6t, while at the Head of Af-

fairs in that Kingdom, was fuch,

as greatly added to the general

Efteem in which his Cliarafter

was before held.

tirmities, which gave him much
Pain and Uneafinefs ; and a Fe-

ver, which fell into his Feet,

joined to rhc Gout, wi h which
he" was oftan affliftcd, abated

much of that Vigour which he

had flicwn in the early Part of

his Life; but his Induftiy and

Application were ftiU the fame,

and bent to the fame Purpofes
j

as appears from his Letters, which
ihew at once a Capacity and an

Attention to Bufincfs, which do

Flonour to that Age, and may
fcrve as an Example to this,

Notwithftanding his Infirmi-

ties, on the King's dcfiring to fee

his Lordfhip in England, he v^ent

over in 1665. He found the

Court in fome Difordcr'^ where
his Majefty was on the Point of

removing the Great Earl flf Cla-

rendonf Lord High Chancellor

;

his old Friend the Duke of Or-
mend, then Lord Lieutenant j the
bad Effefts of which were foon
felt by both the Difputants j who
reforted to England, to defend
their refpcftive Irterefts and Pie-
teniions j both having been at-

tacked by fecret Enemies, who
iiiggcftcd many Things to their

Prejudice. — This Quarrel, tho'

of a private Beginning, became
at laft of a Public Nature j and,
producing firft an Attempt to

frame an Impeachment againft

the Duke of Ormond, occafioned

in the End, by Way of Revenge,
an afliial Impeachment of the
Earl of Orrery.'——He defended

" owever, agalnrt

Crimes, and
even of Treafbn itfelf, that the
Profecution came to nothing.—
He, neverthelefs, loft his public

hiinfcl#j6>wc/), ho^

a Cbilfe cf high

and there was alfo a g'nat Mif* Employments j but not the King's
tindetAanding between the Royal ~

Brothers.—Lord Qrrcry undertook

to reconcile the King with the

Duke of York 5 which he cftcft

ti by prevailing on the latter to ages

Favour j he ftill came frequently

to Coutt, andfometimes to Coun-
cil.—After this Revolution in

his Affairs, he made feveral Voy-
Ireland
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often confulted by bh M^el^y on

Affairs of the utmoft Confe-

qucnce ; and, on all Occafions,

gave his Opinion and Advice with

the Freedom of an honeft plain

dealing Man, and a Ancere Friend

;

—which the King always found

him, and refpe^lcd him accor-

dingly.

In 167S, being attacked more

cruelly than ever by his old £-

ncmy th« Gout, he made his )aft

Voyage to Eng/anJ, for Advice in

the Medical Way.—But his Dif-

erder was beyond the Power of

Medicine; and having, in his

lift Illncfs, given the ftrongeft

Proofs of Chrirtian Patience,

manly Courage, and rational For-

titude, he breathed his laft, on

the i6th of OSJober, 1679 j in the

59th Year of his Age.

As to the literary CharaAer of

this amiable and worthy Noble-

man, it may be given in few

Words.——His Wit was manly,

pregnant und folid} the early

Blofloms of it were fair, but not

fairer than the Fruit.—He wrote

fcveral political Tra£ls and fome

ingenious PoeoM f but thfi Pieces

\^hich particd«riy entitled him
to a Place in this Collection, were

the following Plays, *•/«.

I. Henry V. Trag. aftcd

with the peculiar Favor of

the Royal Family,

a. MuRTAPHA. Trag. well

received.—This is written

in Rhyme, which was the

Mode at that Time.

9, Biaek Prirtcc. TragAafted

at the Duke of Tork's

Theatre.

4. Trvphon. Trag, from a

Story in Jofepbuu

OssoRY, jfwn BaUf Biihop

of.——'This learned Prelate was

born at Cwic in Suffolk, in 1495,

and, for his early and extenfive

Learning, made one of the Car-

" OS
melites at Norwich, and from
thence was entered a Student of
St. Jobri'i College, Cambridge.

He was one of the firft that

embraced the Protcftant Religion

before the Time of the Refor-
mation's taking Place in thefe

Kingdoms, on which Account he
found himfelf under a NeceHity
of flying to avoid the Periecution

oiLee Bifliop o(Tork, and Stukeley

Bifliop oi London.—Ht was, how-
ever, recalled by King Edvi. VI,
and made Bifliop of Offory in Ire-

land in 1552 ; but, about fix

Months after this Promotion^
Qu. Mary afcending the Throne,
he retired again from the Dread
of Perfecution, and, in his Voy-
age to Brabant, where he intend-

ed to have fought for Refuge, he
was taken by Pyratcs j but, find-

ing Means not long after to pro-
cure his Random, he found an
Afjlum at Bajil, till Queen Eli-

zabetb came to the Crown, whcJi,

being once more recalled, he ra-

ther chofe to accept of a Preben-
dary of Canttrbuty, than to fue

for his former See of Offery.

Bifliop Bale died in November
1563, being the 6Sth Year of
his Age.——He was fo fcvcre a
Writer againft the Church of
Rome, that his Books are parti-

cularly prohibited in the expur-

gatory Index, publiflicd at Madrid,
in Folio, in the Year 1667 ; and
H'ood accufes him of great Scur-
rility and Abufe aeainft various

Perions, in his Book entitled De
Scriptoribui maioribui Sritarnicte,

He is the earlieft dramatic Wri-
ter in the EnglUh Language, or at

leaft Author of the firft Pieces of
that Kind that we find in Print,

and his Writings in that Way,
that we have been ablp to trace,

are very numerous, as will be

feen in the fftfcqucnt Catalogue

of them, vix,

I. A'



ates : but, find-

lus, as will be

OS
1. Agalnji MomusU and Zoi-

/»j'i. A dramatic Piece.

2. j^gainfl thefe nvbo adulterate

the Word of Cod. Ditto.

3. Of Baptifm and Temftaticrt.

Two Comedies.

4. 0/ Chrift token be was
twelve Tears old. Com.

5. Corruption of the Divine
Laws, Dramatic Piece.

6. Of the Counftls of Bijhops.

Com.
7. Gcd'sPrcmifcs. Interlude.

8. Jmnge of Love. Dramatic
Piece,

9. Impoftures cf Thomas
Bf c K E T. D.-'m. Piece.

10. St. John Baptist
Preaching in the fyildcrnefs,

' Interlude.

11. St. Jo H N tie Bapttfi's Life.

Interlude.

12. Of John King of Eng-
land.

13. Concerning the Laws ofNa-
ture corrupted. Com.

14. C^Lasarvs raised from
the Dead. Com.

1$' Of the Lord's Sttpper artd

loajhing of Feet. Com.
16. On hotb Marriages of the

King. Com.
17. Of the Pajpon of Chr i$T.

Two Comedies.

1 8. Of the Sepulture and Jtefur-

region. Two Comedies.

19. Of Simon the Leper,

Com.
ao. Of the Temptation cf

Christ. Dram. Piece.

21. Treacheries of the PapiJIs.

Dram. Piece.

Of thefc only thofe numt>er^d 7,
10 and 13 hare been feen in

Print; the firft ofwhich hai been
reprinted by Dodjley in the firft

Volume of his Colle£lion of old

Play?, and the only Copy I be-
lieve extant of the laft is preferv-

cd in St. Sepulckr^Mt hxhri^ry in

Dutlin.'—Ai to the rcrt they arc

mentioned by himfelf, as his oivn,

in his Account of the W"t"S of
Britain l>efore-memioned.-——He
alfo tranflated the Tragedies of
Panmaebius.

O T w A V, TketHas, was not

more remarkable, fays Gibber, in

his Lives of the Poets, for moving
the tender Paffions, than for the

Variety of Fortune to which hd
hlmfelf vras fubjed!ed.—He was
the i^on of the Rev. Mr. Hum-
phry Ofu'oy, Re£lor of JVoIbeding

in SuJ/ix, and was born in the

Year 1 65 1.—He received his E-
ducation at Wickeham School near

Wircfeflcr, and became a Cora«
moncr of Chrifl Chm^h, in C*'
fordf in 1 669,—But, on his quit-

ting the Univerfity, and coming
to London^ he turned Player.^
His Succefs as an A£lor was but
indifferent j he was more valued
for the Sprightiinefs of his Con-
verfation and the Acutrnefs of hit

Wit } which gatined him the
Friendfliip of the Eatl of P^-
mouthf who procp^ed him a Cor-
net*9 Commifl>6n in the Treopi
which then fetved in Flanders.

Poor Tom Otwmff Kke the reft

of the Wits and Blpod^ of ev^rjr

Age, was but a bad Oeconomift j
and therefore it is ra Wonder
that we generally find him in very

neceffitous Circumftanoes.'^This
was particularly the Cafe with
him at his Return from Flanders,

—He was, moreover, averfe to

the Military Profeflion^ and it is

therefore not extraordinary, all

ThiMripinfdered, that Tom and
his Coirimifllion foon quarrel'd,

and parted, never to meet again.

After this, he had Rccourfe to
writing for the Stgge j an4 now
it was that he found out the only-

Employment that Nature feems to

hav(j fitted him for.—In Comiuly
he has been deemed too licentious

;

which, however, was no great

• Objuvtien

tt
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ObjeAion to them Jn the profli-

gate Days of Cbar/eilh-^Bui in

Tragedy few of our Englijb Poets

ever equalled him ; indperhaps
none ever excelled him, in touch-
ing the Paflions, particularly the

tender Paflion.—There is gene-

rally foraethini familiar and do-

meftjc in the Fable of his Tra-
gedy, and there is amazing Ener-

gy in his Expreffion.—The Heart eter has pofitively fet him down
that does not qiclt at the Dif- as the Author of one dramatic

trefles of his Orphan, muft be hard Piece never aAed, but which, by

2"^

BcHde thefe Plays, Mr. Otway
made feme JTranflations, and

wrote feveral Mifcellaneous Poenis.

•—Hia whole Works are printed

in two Po«ket Volumes.
D'OuviLLZ, Gto, Certieff

Efq)—Of this Gentleman I know
nothing more than that, from
his Name, he appears to have
been a Frencbmanf and that CoX'

indeed

!

But, tho* Onoof pofleiTed, in

fo eminent a Degree, the rare

Talent of writing to the Heart,

yet he was not very favorably re-

garded by fome of his cotempo-
rary Poets; nor was he always

fucce&Ail in his dramatic Compo-
£tions.—After experiencing ma-
ny Reverfes of Fortune, in Re-*

gard to his Circumftances, but

generally changing for the worfe,

he had at l#il died wretchedly in

9 Public-tioufe on Tower Hill,

whither it is fuppofed he had re-

t red to avoid the PreiTure of his

Creditors.—Some have faid that

downright Huoj^er, compelling

him to fallJbe ^eagerly upon a

Piece of Brd^ of which he had
been fome Time in Want, (he

firft Mouthful choakcd him« and

inftantly put a Period to his

rays.

His dramatic Writings are,

I. Alcibiaoxs, Trag.

. s. TiTvs and Bckkmici.
Trag.

the Date, muft have been written,

or at leaft published, during the

Time of the Jnttr'rcgnum.-^li is

entitled.

The Falfi Favorite difgrac'J.

Tragi-Com-
All the other Wnters have in-

ferted this Play in their Cata-

logues as anonymous, excepting

Langbainef who only tells us that

it was afcribed to the iU>ove«men-

tioncd Gentleman.

OwKN, Robert, Ef<ij—Of this

Gentleman I can find no farther

Account, than that he lived in

the Reign of KX:^Anne, and that

he received the earlier Parts of

his Education at Eton School,

from whence he removed, for the

finifliing of his Studies, to King's

College in Camtri/^e.-^He wrote

one dramatic Piece, founded on

the Grecian Hiftory, and entitled,

Hypsrmnestra. Trag.

O.'ZLL, Mr. yoe».—-This
Writer, to whofe Induftry, if

not to his Genius, the World

lies under very confiderable Ob*

Don Carlos I^^iue of ligations, received the firft Rudi'

Spain. Trag. "^ ments of his Education from Mr.

4. The Orphan. Trag. Shaw, an excellent Grammarian,

5. Caivs Marivs. Trag. and Mafter of the Free-School at

6. Venice Prefcrved, Trag. jijbly de la Zoucb in Leieejfer'

7. The Soldiers Fortune. Com, fl>ire. — He afterwards complear-

8. The Atbeift, or the fecond ed his grammatical Studies under

Part of the Soldier"t For- the Reverend Mr. Afounr/ord, of

tune. Com. Chrifl\ Hottftali where, having

great Degree of Per-

ftdion
9. Fritndjhip i^FaJbion, Com. attained a gf

*

^^
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OX -"

fcAion in the dead Languages,

via. the Latitif Oreek and Ht'

brew, it was next the Intention

of his Friends to have fent him to

the Univerfity of Camhriiige, there

to finifli his Studies, with a View
to his being admitted into Holy
Orders.—But Mr. Oxt/l, averfe

to the Confinement of a College

Life, and perhaps difinclined to

the clerical Profcffion, and de-

firous of being fooner brought out

into, and fettled in the World,
than the regular Courfe of Aca-
demical Gradations would permit,

ibllicited and obtained an Em-
ployment in a Public Office of

Accompts, v«hh a View to which
he had taken previous Care to

qualify himfelf by a moft perfeA

Knowledge of Arithmetic in all

its Branches, and a great Degree

of Excellence in writing all the

neceflary Hands.
Notwithftanding, however, this

grave Attention to Bufinefs, he
ftill retained an Inclination for,

and an Attention to, even polite

Literature, that could fcarcely

have been expected ; and, by en-

tering into much Conversation

with Foreigners abroad} and a

dofe Application to reading at

Home, he made himfelf Mafter

of mofl of the living Languages,

more efpecially the French, Ita-

lian and Spanijbf from all which,
as well as from the Latin and
Grtiky he has favoured the World
with many .valuable Tranflations.

—But, as it is in the Light of a

dramatic Writer only that he has
anyClaim to a Place in thisWork,
I flialS nqt enter into a Recapittt-

lation of any of hit Pieces but
thofe which have fome Connec-
tion with the Theatre.—Thefe,
however, tho* all Tranflations,

are very numerous, there being

included io them an 1%/^ Ver-

o z
fion of all the dramatic Pieces of
that juftly celfbrated French Wri-
ter, Monf. Mo/iere, befides fome
others from CorneilU, Racine^ &c.
the Titles of which are all to be
found in the following Lift.

1. AffiSied Ladiet, Com.
a. Alexansxr. Trag.

3. Amorout S^uarrelm Conit

4. Amphytrion. Com.
5. Britannicus. Trag,
6. Cato e^C^TICA, Trag,

7. Cheats 0/*Soar I N . Farce.
8. Cid. Trag.

9. Countejs of Escarborc*
MAS. dom.

10. Don Garcxan of Na-
varre. Con.

11. Fair 0/ Saint GzMhiAtvt,
Farce.

la. Forced Marriage, Com.
13. Fere'd Ph^ifician. Com.
14. Gentleman Cit» Com.
15. George Damoin. Com.
1 6. Hyfochondriaek, Com.
17. Imaginary Cuckold. Com.
18. Imptrtintntt. Com.
19. Imfremptu cfVtKiAtittU

Com.
10. Learned Ladieu Com.
21. Libertine, Trag* t

aa. Litiganti. Com. ~

23. Love the bfji Pbjifician, C.
24. Magnijiceni Levers. Com.
25. Manbater, Com.
26. MANtlUS CAflTOLI'

Nus. Trag.

27. Melicxhta . Heroic
Paftoral.

28. Mifer, Com.
29. ^^j^inrrDrPoVKCXACG*

iR^c. Com.
30., Prince/s o/* E L i s. Dram.

Piece, in three Parts.

PsvcHE. Opera.
School/or Hujbands, Com.
Schotlfor H^omen. Com.
School/or IVomttt crititii'd*

Farce.
. ^

SitiliMt Com.
-iPf 36. Sir

3«-

3*-

33*

34.

)

^1

3S«

*

• :*,
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36. Sir M A R i«i N Ma^ R -

ALL. Com.
37. Ta«tuffe. Coin.

lAv.^OxtU had the |^oo<! Fortune,

to efcape all thofe Vlciflitudes

and >\nxteties in Regard to pecu-

niary Circumftanccs, which too

frequently ^ttcnd«n Me ". of lite-

rary Abilities j for, bcfSdes that

he was, from his carlieft fctting

out in Life, conftantly in the

Pofleflion of very good Places,

Jiaving been for fome Years Au-
ditor-General of the City and

Bridge Accounts j and, to the

Time of his Deceafe, Auditor of

the Accounts of St. Paa/'s Ca-

thedral and St.Tbomas'i Hofpital,

all of them Pufts of confidcrable

Emolument, a Gentleman, who
was It Native of the fame Coun-
try with him, who had luiown
him from a School-Boy, and it is

faid lay under particular Obliga-

tions to his Family, dying when
Mr. Quell was in the very Prime
of Life, left him fuch a Fortune

as would have been a corjipctent

Support for him, if he fhould, at

any Time, have chofe to retire

from Bufinefs entirely, which
however it does not appear he

ever did,—OurAuthor died about

the Middle of OSiober 1743, and

was buried in a Vault of 1 Church
belonging to the Parifh of St.

Mary Aliermanbury \ but what
Year he was born in, and confe-

quently his Age at the Time of

his Death, are Particulars^ that 1

do not find on Record.

That Mr. QsuU was father a

Man of Application than Genius,

is apparent from many Circum-

ftances 5 nor is any Thing, per-

haps, a ftronger Proof of it, than

the very Employxnefit he made
Choice of} fince it jias been much
qftener feen, that Men of briK

liant Talents h»ve quitted the

more fedentary /Avocations they

^ '

. . .
'^ '

k-

OX'' '

have fortuitoully been bred to,

than that they have fix'd on an»
fuch by their own Eleftion j and

ferh*ps our Author is the only

nftance tf a Perfon, even 6f a

Turn to the heavier and more ab*

ftrufe Branches of Literature,

who ever chofe to bury the great-

eft Part of his Hours behind the

Defk of a Compting-Houfe.
Notwithftanding this Obf«rva»

tion, however, Mr, Oxe/l's Abi-
lities, if lefs entertaining, wert

not perhaps lefs ufeful to the

World, than thofe of fome other

Writers j for, tho' he produced
j

nothing originally his own, yet

he has cloathed in an Eng/i^ Ha-
bit feveral very valuable Pieces,

and, tho' bis Tranflations may I

not, perhaps, have all that Elc.

gance and Spirit which the Ori-

ginals pofl'efs'd, yet, in the ge-

neral, it muft be confefTed that{

they are very juft, and convc):,

if not the poetical, at ieaft the li-

terary Meaning of their rclpe^ivel

Authors : And indeed, it were!

rather to be wiflied, that this!

Writer had confined himfelf to]

the Tranflation of Works of al

more ferjous Nature, than have!

engaged in thofe of Humour and!

Genius, which were Qualities he|

feemed not to pofTefs himfelf, andl

therefore could not do Jaftice tol

in others.—MeZ/Vr*", more parti-

cularly, is an Author of that fu.|

perior Genius, that it would re-l

quire Abilities almoft equal to hisl

own, to trandate him in fuch if

Manner, as to give him, in th

Cloathing of our own Language^

the pcrfeA Air and Manner of

Native.—There is a peculiar Spi*|

rit, a peculiar Manner, adaptciij

to the Dialogue and Language otl

the Stage, more particularly if

Comedy, which is only attainable

by Obfervfliir^ and PraAice, and

renders a Writer of dramatic GeJ

.»
niusi
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niut alono properly qualified for

(heTranflation ofdramatic Pieces.

And this is apparently theReafon

that, notwithftandin|^ we have

many very good Comraies in our

own Language, founded almoft

entirely on thofe of Foreign Au-
thors, yet very few of the Pieces

themfelves, from which thiey have

been borrowed, have a^orded

much Pleafure to the Reader, in

the Tranflations that have ap-

peared of them. Celebrated

as the Name of Moliere has been

for above a Century paft, not-

withftanding that there have been

more than one perfeft Tranflation

of his Works publiflied in Eng-
lift^ yet I will venture to affirm,

that his Pieces arc very little

known, eatcepting to thofe who,
from their Acquaintance v^ith the

f««fA Language, are enabled to

read them in the Original j nor

can I help hinting ny Wiih, that

fome Writer of Eminence would
iin<»ertake theTaflc, which would
bcflow fo valuable an Addition to

the Libraries of the Bella Lcttretf

introduce M. de Moliere among
the Set of our intimate Acquaint-

ances, as perfe€Viy as Ctrvantei at

Le Sage, and enable us to cort-

vcrfe as farmiNarly with the Mi/er

and Hypoih&ndriae of the one, as

with the i)ofl ^ixote and CilBlas

of the others.—But this is a Di-
greflfion fbr which I beg Piartlon,

and will therefore proceed.

Mr. Ozett feems to haVe had ;i'

Imore exalted Idea of his own A-
bilities thttn the World feemed
willing to 3A\am them; fbr, oit

his being introduced by Mr. Pt^
jiftlo the DuHciaJ, ( for vC-hat Caufe
lowev^r does ndt apprear) he puV
lifted a very extraordinary Adver-
tifement, figned vdth bis Name,
in a Paper called theWeekfy Med'

'J, SefU ijz$, ift whidilieex-

jittUtt his R^fentment, and at

the fame Time draws a Compa-
rifon, in his own Favour, be-

tween Mr. P^ and himfelf, both

with RefpeA to Learning and po-

etical Ortjius.—The Advertife-

ment at length may be feen in

the Notes to the Duneiad.—Bur,

tho* I confefs I cannot readily

fubfcribe to this felf-aflum'd Pre-

ference, yet, as Mr. Caxetcr in-

forms us, that his Converfation

was furprizirvgly agreeahle, .-nd

his Knowledge of Men and Things
confiderable j and, as it is probable

that, withanUndcrftandingfomc-
what ab^vn the Commron Rank,
he pnffbflied a considerable Share
Gi Goad-Nature, I will readily

allow, that a Perfon of this Cha-
rafter might be mach more ami-
ahle than one of a greater Bril-

liance of Parts, if deficient in'

thefc good Qualities.

P,

PP. Moft/f^r;—Ift this Man-
• ner, hut without giving us

any Explanations of thefe Ini-

tials, has Latfgbam diffinguiAed

the Author of a mufical dramatic

Piece, performed in K. €ba, li's

Reign, entitled,

Akiadne. Opera.

P. Rj^oxeter, in his Notes,

has gi«M us the fcrll Title of a

very old Way, with thefc Letters'

in the Title- Page, catted,

Arpitrs mid Vittatv tA,
Tragi -Com.

Neither tgHtaine, y^coh, nor

fFhirrc6p*s Editor, have taken any

Notice of this Play, but Cher-

wood (Britifif frpeatrff p. 21.)

mutions the PUitt, v^ith its very

^%irj «arly

\)fr %
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early Date of 1575, but has not

hinted at any Author's Name or

Initials.

P. S.—Thefe Letters are pre-

fixed to a Tranflation of one of

Seneca s Tragedies, to which are

added Poems on feveral Otca-

fions, all which Longbuir.e ima-

gines ought to be afcribcd to 6\j-

niuel Pcrduge, Efqj of whom here-

after.—The Title of the Play is

Troapes.
P. T.— Thefe Initial Letters

are printed to two Plays, both

publiflied in Charles lis Reign.

Tho' at fifteen Years Diftance

from each other, yet it is not

improbable they migiu both Le

the Work of the fan e Author.

—

In looking back to the Writers of

that Time, I can find only one

dramatic Author whofe Name
will correfpond with thefe Let-

ters, and that is TZcwas Pvitcr,

Efqj of whom I fliall have Oc-
cafion to make farther Men-
tion. It is indeed only Con-
jefture

}
yet, as the Walk of

Writing in both thefe Pieces is

the fame with thofe which are

duclaredly that Ceatlcman's, as

the Dates of all come within a

rcalonable Compafs as to Time,

as It was no uncommon Praflife

at that Period for known Authors

to fuhfcribc only Initials to their

Works, and as, laftly, Mr. Lang'

baint feems to hint at Mr. Pir-

ter's having written more than had

come to his Knowledge, I hope I

(hall be pardoned, on all thefe

Circumftanccs of Probability, if I

prefume to attribute thefe two

PietcB to him.—Their refpcftive

Titles are,

I, Frcfteh Corjuror* Com.
a. JVitiy Combat, Tragi-Com.

pALSCRAVB, Rev. Mr. ^c-ew.

—'Thiv learned and ancient Wri-

ter flourinicd in the Reigns of

Htnry VII. and Henry ViH.

PA"
—Ife received his Grammatical
Learning at LcnJon, in whitii

City he was born.—He ftudied

Logic and Philofophy at Cani'

bridge, at which L'niverfity he re-

Tided till he had attained the De-
gree of Batthelor of Arts, after

which he went to Paris, where
he fpent feverjl Years in the Stu-

dy of Philofophical and other

Learning, took the Degree of

Mailer of Arts, and acquired fuch

Excellence in the French Tongue,
that, in 15 14, when a Treaty or

Marriage was negociated between
Louis XII. King of France, and

*r
4r

the Piincefs Mary, Sifter of

King Henry VI II. of Erg/and,

Mr. Pjlfgrave was chofcn to be

her Tutor in that Language.—
But Louis XII. dying almoft im-

mediately after his Marriage,

Palfgrave attended his fair Pupil

back to England, where he taught

the French Language to many of

thi. young Nobility, obtained good

Church Preferment, and was ap-

pointed by the King one of tiis

Chaplains in Ordinary.

In the Year 163 1, he fettled

at Oxford for fome Time, and the

next Year was incorporated Maf-

ler of Arts in that Univerfity, as

he had before been in that of

Paris, and a few Days after was

admitted to the Degree of Bat-

chclor oi Divinity.

At this Time he was highly

efteemed for his Learning ; and,

what is very remarkable, tho' an

Englijhman, he was the firft Au-

thor who reduced the Frmcb

Tongue under grammatical Rules,

or that had attempted to fix it to

any Kind of Standard, which he

undertook, and that with great

Ingenuity and Succefs, in a large

Work which he pubhihcd in that

Language at L*' 'on, entitled,

L' Ecc!air<i(lmtr*t de la Languagt

Francois, containing three Books
in

•i»

••

<J .
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in a thick Folio, 1 530, to which

he has prefixed a large Introduc-

tion in Etig'ijh.— So that the

French Nation feems V> ^inA in-

rltbted to our Country ori|:inally,

for that L^niverfality which their

Language at pirftnt pofll'fles, and

on which they fo greatly pride

themfelves. —— Thefe Works,
however, would not have entitled

him to a Place in this Rcgifterof

Authors, had he not tranflated

into the Erglilh a Latin Play,

written by one Ifill. Ful/ozjus (an

Author then living at Hagen in

Hbilar.d) entitled

Ac CO I, AST us. Com.
When Mr, Paljgrave was born,

or to what Age he livtd, are Par-

ticulars which I have not been

able to trace
j

yet, from the Con-
currence of various Fads, I can-

not fuppofe him to have been

much lefs than fixty Years of

Age at the Time of his publifliing

the above-mentioned Tranflation,

which was in the Year 1 540.

Patrick, The Rev. Dr. 5.

Of this Gentleman, who I ima-

gine is ftill living, I knaw no-

thing farther to entitle him to a

place in this Work, than his

P E
of mentioning, has inferted It in

his Catalogue of Plays by un-
known Authors, and only tells

us, that it was fuppolcd by Kirk'

man, but on what Ground he
knows not, to have been written

by one Peaf>s, from which it is

apparent it had been only pub-

lirt.cd anonymous.

—

Jacob, Gil-

don and ff%incs/', howcvcj;, have,

on this Authority, pofitivcly af-

fixed the Right of it to that

Name.——But Clehuood, in his

Britijb Theatre, has gone ftill far-

ther, and annexed the Chriftian

Name I have mac" ^Jfe of at the

Head of this Article.—How far

he is right in this Particular, or

on what Foundation he has fo

done, I know not.— It is, how-
ever, agreed by all the Writers,

that the Author lived in the

Reign ofCbar/es I. and was a Stu-

dent at Eton, as alfo that the

Piece was compofed w hen he was
but feventeen Years of Ape,
which Information I fuppofe th'.y

derive from the Date, Title -

Page and Preface to the Piece it-

felf.—It is entit|«^

Love in in EtitMt Pa ft,

Coxettr, in his MS. Notes, has

having favoured the World with made a Qu.^re with Regard to the

a very careful and accurate Fdi- Spelling of the Author's Name,
tion, with a very perfeft Tranf- fuppofing that it might have been

lation. Page againft Page, of the one Peftys of Cottenham in Cam-
Works of the Latin Comic Poet, br:dgej}}ire, of which Family was
Terence, in three Vol. izmo.

»745-
Pattison, Mr.—This Gen-

Secretary Pepyi,

Peim , Giorge, M. A.—This
Poet, whoflourifhed in the Reign

tkman wrote one dramatic Piece, of Qo«n E/izahth, was a Native

which was never ad\eJ,' having of D.v^tijhire, from whence, be

been refufed a Licence from the

Ldrd Chamberlain's Office.— It

did not, however, want Merit,

and is in Print by the Title of

Arm IN I us. Trag.

ka

PEAry, Mr. inHiam.—Lang'
inc, who lived t||e nt'areft to

tb- Time of Publication of the
d agnatic Piece I am on the Point

ing fent to BroaJgate\ Hall, hu
was, fome Time afterwards, mt^c
a Student of Cbri^d Church College,

Oxford, about the Year 1573,
where, afte^ going thro' all the

fevcral Forms of Logic and Phi-

lofophy, and taking all the ne-

ccfTary Stepi, he was admitted to

Wis Maftcr of Arts Degree in

[ Bb a 1 1579.

I

I
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7579.—After this it appears tluit

he removed to Lovdon, where he
maintained the Eftimation in his

FOetical Capacity which he had
acquired at the Univerfity, and
\vhich feems to have been of no
jnconfiderabie Rank.—He was a

|ood pailoral Poet, and fFood in-

torfltis us, that his Plays were not

0; ly often afted with great Ap-
^laufe in his Life-Time, but did

ajfo endure reading, 'vith due

jtommcndation, many Years af-

ter his Death.—He fpeaks ofhim,
however, as a more voluminous

yiTriter in tlwt Way than he ap-

eears to have been, mentioning

his dramatic Pieces by the Dif-

findlion of Tragedies and Come-
dies, and has givei) us a Lift of

thofe which he fays he had feen,

^uX in this he if^u^ have made
fome Miftalce, as he has divided

the feveroi Incidents in one of

them, vim. his Ediuard I. in

fuch Mannier as to make the Life

^f Llewellin^ and the Sinking of
^{een Elinor, t.wo detached and

frparat« Pieces of themfelvcs'j

the Error of v>iiich will be feen

in the Perufal of the whole Ti-
tle of thie Way {Fid. Vol. I.

Edward L) — He, moreover,

tells us, that the laft-mentioncd

Piece, together with a Ballad on
the fame Subje^, was, in his

Time, ufually fold by the com-
mon Ballad Mongers.—The real

Titles of tke Plays >vrittcn by

this Author, aii4 which arc but

two in Number, are,

I. Davio and Bathsiieda.
Trag.

a. Edward tbt Firji. Hift.

Play.

pJ^ooJ and IVinJlanUy, mifguided

ky tot met Catalogues, h.'ivc alfo

attributed tu him another Trage-

4y. entitled,

A*.|r»»ONiuft, fmftrtr i\fQt%'

P E »

» ^.*.

Bat (his Lanpbaine aflures us wall.

written by Ctapman, he himfelf

having tke Pl&y in his PofTeflion,

with that Author's Name to it.

In the latter End of Queen £.'/-

zf!i(tb's Reign, 'that is to fay in

1699, f^ood tells us Mr. Peeit

was living, and in his Middle

Age, but IS not able to inform us

whep or where he died ; on which
Account he clofes with an Obfcr-

vation which 1 am forry Hiftory

does not enable me to contradict,

vix. " that (o it is, and always
•* hath been, that moft Poets die

•* poor, and confequently ob-
" fcuiely, and a hard Matter it ia

** to trace them to their Graves."

Pembrokz, Mary Herhert ,

Countefs of,—This Noble Female
Author was Wife of Henry Earl

of Pcmlrtkef and lived in the

Reigns of Queen KUxabttb and

King yamet 1.—She was alfo the

Sifter of the famous Sir Pbilip

Sidney^ to whom th$^t great Ge-
nius dedicated his iijcomparable

Romance called the y^rcadia, and

from whom it has b^n almoft

conftantly named the Coujitefs of

Pembroke's Acadia. — This Or-
cumftance was of itielf fufficient

to have entailed Immortality on

her Memory ; but her Merits

ftood in Neod of no derived Ho-
nour, being in themfelves entitled

to the higheft Praife and Com-
mendation.—She was not only a

Lover of the Mufcs, but alfo a

great Encourager of polite Lite-

rature } a Quality not very fre-

quently met with among the Fulr.

And, not contented with afford-

ing her Sanation to thofc Talents

in others, flje was careful to i ti-

tivate them, and fct Example oi

the \J{e of them in her own V.t

fon.—In the dram.itic Way, 0:.

which Account ftic is entitloJ tw

a Plate here, ihc li.inflated ( ii.

..pitce tiv^m the Iroct, t*\i'<i.

J Mi
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Antonius. Trag.

C'.xeter fays thar, with the Aflift-

ance of her Lord's Chaplain, Dr.

Cer-Viife Baiington,, aftei wards Bi-

fliop of Exeter, Ac mjftle an exa£l

Tranflation of the Pfa/ms of Da-
iiid into Englif/y Metre. He,
h( wtvefj makes a Qu^eie as to

their being ever printed ; but
IP'o^J (ArbcM. Oxoft. Vol. I. p,
1S4.) afcriLes fiich a 7>anllation
to her Brother Sir Piri/i'f> Sidney,

and informs us that it is in MS.
in ihe Library of the Earl of Pem-
hrcke at fi'il.-'jfi, curioufly bound
ill a Crimfon Velvet Cover, left

thireto by this Lady

In what Year (he was born,

I have not been able to trace
j

but it is apparent that flie was
not m;irried in i ^97, from the

DcHieation ( of th<»t Dale ) to

FiKion'i Triig.ua/ Ijifcourjes, in

wliieh flic is addreficci by the Ti-
tk- of the Rjcht Hen. the Lady
Mary Sidney. — She died at her
Houlc \n ylidrrfgatc /Inef, Lirtdon,

Seft. 25, 162 1, and lies in the

Cathedul Church of S^jlijlury,

amoiig the Giavcs of liie /*£/«-

hrMjn Farr.ily.

1 cannot clofe my Account of

tliis xv.'oW excellent Lady, better

thu.i by tranliribing for my Rea-
der; the Char.idter given of her

by Fiufuis (Jp-jy-n^ in his Mimoin
cf tii: Re:gn of A7/;^ James, I'ara-

graph 24.
«* She was ffjvs he) tliat Sif-

" ter of Sir PLi.'.fi Sidveyy to whom
" ihe addrcfTid his ^'Jrmdu, and
" of whom he had no otHcr Ad-
" v;»ntage tlian what he receivel

" fiom the parri.il Benevolence
" of Fortune in making hinn a

•' Man
J

which yet /he did, in
*' fomc Judgmoiiis, rccompenfe
" in Dcautv, iKr Fen being no-
" thing /hv)rtof hlMAs 1 am r>:a.

" <iy to atteft, fa flr as fo infc-

" lior a Rcafoii m .y be takt».

P H
" having fecn incomparable Let"
" ters of hers.—But, left 1 fliould

" feem to trcfpafs upon Truth,
" which few do unfuborncd (as I
'* proteft I am, unlcfs by her
" Rhetoric) I (hail leave the
*' World her Epitaph, in which
" the Author doth manifcft him-
" felf a Poet in all Things but
" Untruth."

UKdiTtteatL thitfaHe Hearfe

Lus tie Suhjta of all l^erfe
;

SydneyV Sijhr , Pembroke'*
Mitler,

De.;th I fVr tbcu kH'CJi Juch an-
other

J

Tair and good, and learn da^P^c,
7iml Jhall threw a Dart at thee.

Alarhie Pilei let nc Man raije

To her Fjtr.e,—for afur Dayi
i^ome kind U onavy lorn as Jhe,

Reading ti:s. iike Niobe,

Shji! turn Stjtue, and become

Both her Meurner, and htr 'lunib.

Phillips, l,U, Anbrcf; was
riefcended from a vciy ancient and
confulcrable Katnily of that N'amc
in l.eiefjiirfoire —\\i. v ar. born, as

1 fliould imjgiti<^'90t much laiur

•than 1 680, >vnl received histJj-
catioii at Sr..7-'^'»'s College, Cant'

Iridge \ diirirg, his St iv at wliirh

I'niverfity he wrote hi-; F'aflural
-j

which ucqiiir'd him at the Time
fo high a Reputation, and con-
cerning tho Merits of whiih thii

Critical World haj fncc b^-en fo

much divi.lid
J
and uifo a Life of

'John Jf^iUs, itfii, Lord Keeper of
the Great Seal, Uifhopof l.ixcJ/:,

and Archbilhop of Tctk, in tije

Reigns pf King Jame! and Ckj. 1.

in whffh arc .lelattd fom? rc-

nuik.ible Oc>.uirenies in thufe

Times, both in Cliurch and State
j

with an Appendix, givlnjj in Ac-
count of his Henefadions to St.

John's Collegc^i-Thib Work Cih-

i^r leenT- to imagine Mr I'i iHtfi

L
C b
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inadc Ufc of the better to make
known his own political Princi-

ples, which, in the Courfe of it,

he had a free Opportunity of do-
ing, as the Archbiftop, who is

the Hero of his Work, was a

ftrong Opponent to the High
Church Meafures.

When he quitted the Univer-
fity, and came to London, he be-

came a conftant Attendant at, and
one of the Wits of, Button\ Cof-
fee-Houfe, where he obtained the

Friendfliip and Intimacy of many
of the celebrated Geniufes of that

Ace, more particularly of Sir

Richard Steele, who, in the firft

Volume of his Tallery has in-

ferred a little Poem of Mr. Phil-

lits's, which he calls a Pointer

Pieccy dated from Copcnkagert, and

addrefTed to the Earl of Dorfet, on

whiih he beftows the higheft En-
comiums ; and, indeed, fo much
Juftice is there in thefc hisCom-
jcTiendations, that even Mr. Pcfe
himfelf, who, for Reafons that I

ihall prefcntly mention, had <>

nicd Avcrfion for the Author,

while he afleAed to defpife his o-

ther Workf, ofed always to en-

6ep^ this from the Number.
The firft Diflike Mr. Pefecon-

•tiived againft Mr. Piillip:, pro-

y:ccdcd from that Jealoufy of Fame
which was fo confpicuous in

tJie Charadier of that great Poet,

tor S\t Richard Sfetij, who, as I

have before obferved, was an Ad*
mirer of Pbi/iips, bad Uken fo

Arong a Liking to the PalVprab of

•he- latter, as to hav« formed a

D^fi^n for a criticatlCp^nparifon

mf tbcm with thofc of Pcfie, in

th« Coi.cluboo of whUh the Pre-

tcret:ce was to have been giv^n to

pfH/iip.'.—This Prftgn, however,

woming to Mr. Pope "< Knowledge,

that Ontlcman, who could not

hear J K)val near the 'I'hronc,

Ait;:;iit;^d to w«tduif tbiiStfolu.

P H /-

by a Stratagem of the nnoft artfu

Kind, which was no other than
taking the fame Taflc on himfelf,

and, in a Paper in the Guardian,

by drawing the like Comparifon,
and giving a like Preference, but

on Principles of Criticifm appa-

rei^^ly fallacious, to point out the

Abfurdity of fuch a Judgment.—
However, notwiihrtanding the

Ridicule that was drawn on him
in Confequence of his ftanding as

it were in Competition with fo

powerful an Antagonift, I cannot

help giving it as my Opinion
that there are, in fome Parts of

Ptil/ips's Pafloralr, > ertan Strokes

of Nature, and a Degree of Sim*
plicity, that are much better fuit-

ed to the Purpofes of Paftoral,

than the more correilly turned

Periods of Mr. Po/e's Verifica-

tion.—But, as I am on the Sub
yti of Pjftoral Writing, I canr.ct

omit obfcrving that we have an

Author at prefent living, who
fe;;ms, tho' Icfs noticed than ci-

ther of thefe Gentlemen, not

only to excell them both, but

even every other Writer of thi=!

or any other Period ; nor do I

doubt that many of my Re.iders

will join with me in Opinion, if

they cither have read, or will

give themfelves the PIcafure of

perufing, Mr. Sben^one''s little

Pieces, publi/hed in the IVth
Volume of Dodjley's Co/IefJion if

Potmsy particularly one Poem, en-

titled a Paftoral Ballad, in four

Parts, confifting of ^4i>fence, Scl-

licitudcy Hope and Dijafpointmcnt.

But to proceed,—Mr. Phillifi and

Mr. Fope be ng of different Poli-

tical Principles, was another Ciiul^-

of Enmity between them, which

arofe at length to fo great a

Height, that the former, findiiii;

his AntagOAift too hard for him

at the Weapon of Wit, had evca

dteteimined oo inakiog Ufe of a

ICUglKJ
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rougher Kind of Argument, for

which Purpofe he even went fo

far as to hang up a Rod at But'
tortus for the Chaftifcment of his

Adverfary whenever h« ihould

come thither, which, however,

Mr. Pope dccl ning to do, avoid-

ed the yhgumentum haculinutHy in

vhich he would, no doubt, have

found himfelf on the wcakcft Side

of the Qucftion.

Bcfides Mr. Popty there were
f(-mc other Writers who have
written in Burlelque of Mr. Phit-

lifs's PocJry, which was fingu-

br in its Manner, and not dif-

ficult to im.tute
, particularly

Ml. Hory t'«J»;_v, who, by fome
Lines in / £j .'i/i's 5tile, and which
weje for fornciime lliou&ht to be

Dtan StvijYs, fixed on that Au-
thor the Name cf NamhfFamlty

j

;.nd FaKt-kiKi Broxtnt, Tlq; in his

Toeni c»Ucd a Pipe of Tohaico,

which, however, is w ritten with
jreat good Humour, and, tho*

intended to bur'.tfqut, h by no
Means designed to ridicule Mr.
PLil/if'S, he having taken the v»-

ry Jamt Liberty wiih »S'wj/ir, Pi-*;,

'IhtmJOHj Teung and Cihher,

As a dramatic Writer, our Au-
th(<r has certainly coniidcrable

Merit.—All bis Pictrs of that

Kind met with SucciL, and one
of them is at this Time a Stan-

dard of Entertainment at both

Theatres, being generally repeat-

ed feveral Times in evciy Se<ifoo.

The Titles of them all, being
three in Number, arc,

I. The hruen. Trag,

a. Difreji M»fbcr. Trag.

}. HuMrHRY Dttkt tfUv^v.
ctsTER. Trag.

Mr. ThU/ipi's Circumftance i were
in general, through his Life. m>t

only cafy, but rather affluent, in

Confcquence of hiii being con-
Rfrted, by his political Principles,

with PuXoAS cf itnv. Kauk uod

P H
Confcqucnce.—He was concerned

with Dr. Hugh Boulter, afterwards

Archbifhop of Aimaghy the Right
Hon. Richard Weft, Ef^; Lord
Chancellor of Ireland, the Rev,
Mr. Gilbert Burnet, and the Rev,

Mr. Henry Stevensj in writing 4

Series of Papers called the Fnt
Thinker, which were all pullifh-

cd together by Mr. Phtlltjn, in

three vol. in ixmo. In the

latter Part of Queen .<^nife's Reign,

he was Secretary to the Hanover
Club, who were a Set of Noble-
men and Gentlemen who had
formed an Aflfociation in Honour
of that SuccefTion, and for the

Support of its Intetefls, and who
ufcd particularly to diftinguifli in

their Toafts fuch of the Fair Sex

as were moil zealoufly attached

to the illuftrious Houfe of Brunf-

•wick,—In Honour of which La-
d es our Bard wiote the following

Lines,

iViiU tbefe, the tbofen Beauties

ofcurljle,

Trbfitiou* on the Caufe of Free-

dom Jmile j^ij^^

Tiff ra/b Prtn^''s Hofei vte

may defpife,

And tr-ufl Britannia*! Safety to

their Eyes.

Mr. Thiliipi'^ Station in this

Club, together with the Zeal
fhcwn in his Writings, recom-
mending him to the Notice and
Favour of llie new Government,
he was, loon after the Acceflion

of King Gterge 1. put into tbe
Commitlton of the Peace, aj)d

appointed one of the CommilTioo-
er» of the Lottery.—And, on his

Friend Dt< £oulton% being made
Primate of Inland, he acconpa-
nicd that Prelate acrofs St. Gttrgt^t

Channel, where he had confidcr*

able Prefermtots i>efK>Wtd on
hkn, and wm tl^ilcd • Mfi»kt

h\
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of the Houfe of Commons there,

as Rtprefcntativc for the County

of jlrmagh.

At length, having purchafed

an Annuity for Life of four hun-

dred Pounds /i^r Annum, he came
over to England fome Time in

the Year 1748, but, having a

very bad State of Health, and be-

ing moreover of an advanced Age,

he died foon after, at his Lodgings

near Vauxhally in Surry,

P» 1 r. L I P s, Mr. EJward.—Of
this Gentleman I can trace no-

thing farther than his Name, that

he was a Writer of the laft Reign,

and produced four little dramatic

Pieces, entitled,

Britons firike Hornf. Farce.

Cbambermoid. Ball. Opera.

Li-ver^ Rake and Country

Lafs. Opera.

4. Mock Lawyer . Farce.

Phillips, Mr. JoJ^n.—This

Name is put to the three follow-

ing E*ie<es, none cf which, I be-

lieve were ever aded 5 the firft

and bit of them, however, be-

ing written entirely on Party

Subjefts, and at a Time that

every Aft of Zeal Ihewn for the

Interelt of the Houfe of Hanover,

which was as yet not fo firmly

eftabliflied in the Hearts of the

People, as it has fince moft hap-

pily and moft defer vcdly lendcr'd

itfelf, met with a generous and

kind Return, Mr. Chttivood has

informed us, that the Author re-

ceived a handfome Prefent from

the Government, in Confideration

of them —The Compiler ofAT/ ;«.

top\ Catalogue feems to furmifc,

that this Name of Fhillipi was

not a real, but only an aflumed

one, but on what Grounds he

builds his Suppofition I know not,

as I can fee no Reafon why an

Author, who only wrote in Con-

tempt' of an unjuftifiable Rebel-

lion, and in Ridicule of the pro-

P H
feffed or deteflcd Enemies of a

juft and an amiable Monarch,
fliould either be afraid or alhameJ
of as openly declaring his Name
as his Opinions.—Be this as it

will, the Titles of the Pieces pub-

lished under this Name, (the fe-

cond of which, however, I find

mentioned by nobody but Coxeter)

are as follow,

1. Earl ofMAR marred. FarcCi

2. In^vifiticn. Farce.

3. Fretender^s Flight. Farce.

Phillips, Mr. R. This
Writer's Name is mentioned by

Coxeter^ as Author of a Series of

poetical Stories, printed in 4to.

1685, under the Title of The
ViEiory of Cupid over the Gods and

GoddcJJ'es, and of one dramatic

Piece, dated 1701, entitled.

Fatal Ineonjiancy, Trag. Vid.

Appendix.
Phillips, fVilliam, E fq ; —

Whether this Gentleman was a

Native of Ireland or not, yaccb

has mfo'mqd us that he was edu-

cated in that Kingdom, and that

he w;ote a Tragedy, entitled

The Revengeful S^ueen.

In this iheConipiKr of If^hiwop's

Catalogue agrees with him, but

afterwards gives us the Name ot

another Gentleman, whom hi

ftiles

P Ji I L L I p s, Capt. fViiliam,

which Gentleman he informs us

was the Author of another Tra-

gedy, entitled,

H I n K R N 1 A Freed.

This Play, however. Coxeter, in 1

his Msl Notes on Jacob, has in-|

ferted as the Work of the fore-

going Gentleman, and Chct'wo(,i^\

in his hritijl) Theatre, has gone

iHil farther, making Mention ot

anatlier Piece alio by the Title ot'j

St, Stephe"'j G>«?(». Com.

afcribing a)l the three Plays in-

dilcriminately to a iVtlliam Pi:r

iips, El\ii- -And indeed, as nv«I

lu\el
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nobody but Coxt^ter)

Mar marred. Farce.
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r'i Flight. Farce.
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TIC is mentioned by

uthor of a Series of

ies, printed in 4^0.

the Title of T/f

hid over the Cods end

nd of one dramatic

1701, entitled,

njiancy. Trag. ^'c/.

ENDtX.
s, William, Efq;

—

lis Gentleman was a

hcland or not, Jacob

d m that he was edu-

t Kingdom, and that

Tragedy, entitled

ir.^eful Siucen.

Conjpilir'of/^^»w«/>'s

grees with him, but

gives us the Name of

sntletnan, whom he

I p s, Cipt. iVilHiVn,

tlem:>n he informs us

ithor of another Tra-

ed,

lA Freed.

however. Coxeter, m

otes on Jacoby has in-

|hc Work of the fore-

Hcman, and Cbctwoody

\tip} 7heatrc, has gone

I, making Mention ot

ceaUbby theTiUecl|

Iphe-'i 0>i?<«. ^'J""'

ill the thiee Plays in-

tely to a miliiini PI-''

.A»d indeed, as Nve|

llAVl
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have Reafon to believe the Au»
thor of the firft Piece to have

been an Irijhitatit and that the

two others have an apparent Re-
ference to l^at Countey, I can-

not help joining in Opinion, that

thefe Aurora muft have been one

•nd the fame Perfon.—The only

Objection to that Opinion is, the

Diftance of Time between 1698

the Date of the firft Play, ani

1721, M^hichis that aflix'd to the

larlieft of the other two.—But,

as we find a Difference only in

the Title of the Gentleman at

the feveral Periods, it is not at

all improbable th?t the Revtngeful

Slueen might have been written

before the Author had taken on

himfelf the military Profeifion,

the Employment of which might

afterwards put a Stop to that At-

tachment to the Mufes, which
afterwards, in Times of Peace

and Recefs from martial Buiiaefs,

be could not avoid iqdalging him-
felf by returning to.

PiLKiNGTON, Mrs. Latiti'a,

a Native ojf Dublin, was born in

17 12.—Her Father was Dr. Fan-
lewin, an eminent Phyfidan of

that City.—Our Authorefs was
married, very young, to the Rev.
Mr. Mattknv Filkington j who
was alfo a Poet of no inconfidera-

blc Merit.—This Pair of Wits,
as is but too often the Cafe, lived

very unhappily together ; and at

length were totally feparaicd, in

Confrquence of an accidental Dif-
covery which,Mr. ¥ilkington made
of a Gentlchian in his Wife's
Bed-chamber. —Of this Affair,

hdwevi-r, Mrs. Filkington, to her
cilcbratcd Memoirs of her own
Lite, '^ivcs fuch an Account, as

wjufd pcrfujde her RcadciS to

believe that, in Reality, nothing
trin-inal pafftd betWKn hrr and
the Gentleman j biit, Cndat Jw
dais ufe//a.

PI
After this unlucky Affairj^ Mrs.

fiikingten had Recourfe to her

Pen for a Support, and raifed a

very confiderable Subfcription for

her Memoirs, which are ex«

tremely entertaining, particularly

on Account of the many lively

Anecdotes (he has given of Dean
Swift, with whom (he had the

Honour of being very intimate.

This unhappy but ingenious

Woman died, in great Penury,

in the Year 1750; having had
Recourfe to the Bottle, in Order
to drown her Sorrows j by which
it is thought flie Aiortened her

Days.—She departed at the Age
of 39, leavin| feveral Children

to take their Chance in the vide
World

J
for her Hufband re-

nounced them at tht fame Time
that he renoitnced her.—^/&»,
her ddeft Son, turned out alfo

fomcthing of a Poet j and has

likewife pohliflied bis Memoirs.
He is ftill living, and therefore

ve ihaU fay no more of him.
Mrs. Filkington, bcTides her 0-

thcr Pbems and her Memoixsj
was Author of or^e burlefque dra*

matic Piece, ervfjlledj

The TvRKffM CSar/, or the

London Trentice j aftcd in

PuMin.
PiX, Mrs. Mary. -^ Of this

Lady, iho' a Woman of confi-

derable Genius and Abilities, I

can trace nothing farther th.m
that Ae was born at Nettlehed in

Oxford/hire, and that her Maiden
Name was Grifitb, being the
Daughter of one Mr. Griffith a

Clergyman, and that, by the Mo-
ther's Side, fhe was defcendcd

from a very confidcrable family,
vix. that of the ff^ailis's.—By

the Date of her Writings Ihc muft
have flourifljcd in K. TVHimm Ill's

Reign, but in what Year (he wa

;

born, to whom roarrifd, or when
(he died, are PHitlcubr which

i'c.tn
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Ladies that

any other

P o . .

fcem burled in Obfcurity and Ob-
livion. She was Cotemporary
•with Mrs. Manky and Mrs. Trot-
ter

^ af;erward$ Mrs. Cockhurn, one
of the moft learned

ever Jived in this or

Country ; and is ridiculed in Com
1 any with thefe Ladies in a little

dramatic Piece called the Female
nits (Fid. Vol. L) but, how-
ever near Ac may ftand on a Par
with the latter, in Refpcft to her
poetical Talents, I can by no
Means think her equal to the

former.— Her Works, how-
ever, will beft fpeak in her

Commendation ; they are feven

in Number, and their Titles as

follovir,

1. Castfro/'Muscovv. Trag,

2. Deceiver deceived. Com,
Double Diftrefi. Trag.

Ibrahim XII. Trag.
Innocent Mijirefi, Com.
^«« Catharikk. T,
Spanish IVivei. Farce.

Popple, IVilliam, Efq;-—This
Gentleman, who is i\'\\\ living, is

Governor of Bermudas, and is

Author of « dramatic Piece,

which met, with fome Succefs,

entitled, 0**l

The Douik Deceit. Com.
There are alfo fcveral Pieces in

Verfe, written by this Gentle-

man, to be found in a Collection

of Mifccllaneous Poems, publiHi-

ed by Richard Savage, in 8vo.

1736.—He was alfo concerned in

fome Periodical Papers
;

particu-

larly The Prompter } in which he

was jointly connefted with the

celebrated u'iaron Hill, Efq;—Mr.
Pepple has likewife publiihed a

Tranflation of Horace's Art of
Poetry ; See Montblf Review, for

0£i. 1753.
PoRDAGE, Samuel, Efq;—

A

Writer in the Reign of King
Charles II.—He was Son of the

Rev. Mr. John Pcrdage, Re^or

3-

4-

5-

6.

7-

: .
' P O

of Sradfeld in Berhjhire, and for.

merly Head Steward of the Lands
to Fhilip the fecond Earl of Tern-

broke.—He was probably born at

Bradjicld
J where he received his

Education I am unable to trace,

but find him mentioned by fVood^

as a Member of the Hon. Society

of Lincoln s-Inn. Befidcs an Edi-

tion with Cuts (publiihed afrcr

the Author's Death) of Reina/uYs

God's Revtnge againji Murder ard

Adulteryj he has favoured tlie

World, of his own Produfts, with

a Romance entitled Eliana, two

Plays of original Compofition,

and a Tranflation of the third.—

The Titles of the faid dramacii

Pieces are,

I. Herod <2»i Mariamne,
Trag.

a. Siege of "BASYLOji. Tragi-

1

Com.
3. Troades. Trag. (fup-

pos'd by Langbaine, from I

the Initial Letters S. P.

annex'd, to have been

tranflated by this Author.)

Portal, Mr. Abraham, is a|

Goldfmith and Jeweller on Lud-

gate-Hill, London.—He has pub*

Tiflied one dramatic Piece whicbl

was never acted, founded on Ta/f9,\

and entitled,

Olinda and Sophronia,|
Trag.

He is likewife Author of fomel

other Poetical Pi«ces, not con-

temptible.—Mr. Portal is the Per-

fon upon whom an extraordinary

and moft daring Attempt wai

made, in February 1763, by

young Man, named John Freak

in Order to obtain from him a

hundred Guineas : The Afljn

made a great Noife in the PJ'
,

pel's, and is, doubtlefs, frelh iij'^

the Mtmory of moft Readeis,

that we need not repeat it hcrt

Freake, who was tried for tbi

Offence, being a Perfon of a gno

F.im'jr
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Family in the Kingdom of Ire-

land, had fo much Favour (hewn

him, that his Life was faved.

Porter, Mr. Henry ^ Author

of a dramatic Piece, which made

its Appearance in the latter Part

of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, en-

titled,

The Tioo argry JVotwri of A-
BIMGTON. Com.

Wood (Atten. Oxort. Vol. I. p.

781.) mentions a Mr. Henry P(%-

Ur, of Chriji Church College, in

the Univerfity of Oxfordy and

Batchelor of Mufic, who, he tells

us, was Father to Mr. Walter

P o
,
Berkjhirey and for-

reward of the Lands

fecond Earl of Tern-

IS probably born at

icre he received his

am unable to trace,

mentioned by VAod^

of the Hon. Society

nn. Befidcs an Edi-

uts (publiftied afrer

Death) of Reinaluii

e againji M^'rder ard

e has favoured the

s own Produfts, with

entitled EUar.ay two

iriginal Compofition,
p^,.,^^^ fome Time Gentleman of

lation of the third.—
ji,e j^Qy^i chapcl, and Matter of

of the faid dramatii | j,^g Chorifters at Wtfiminfter, in

Reign of King Chur/es L—
iDand MARiAMNt.

g. rr • 1

o/Babvlon. Tragi-

1

ADES. Trag. (/up-

'd by Langbaine, from

I Initial Letters S. P.

ex'd, to have been

Hated by this Author.)

, Mr. Abraham, is »

and Jeweller on Lud-^

London.-nc has pub-

dramatic Piece which

cted, founded on Tajjc,

d,

DA and SOPHRONIA.

e'wlfe Author of fottw'

Itical Pi«ces, not con-

Mr. Poz-Mris the Pet-

,hom an extraordinari

daring Attempt VJ!]

February J 7 63, by

the

And, altho' ffocd does not men
tioii that Gentleman as a Writer,

yet, as the Date of his Degree,

which was in July 1600, is but

one Year fubfequcnt to that of

the above-mentioned Play, I

think it is no very far-fetch'd

Conjecture that he might be the

Author of it.

Porter, T/jowjs, Efq; a Ma-
jor in the Army, in the Reigns

nf King Charles I. and IL—He is

the avowed Author of two dra-

matic Pieces, entitled,

1. Carnival. Com.
2. Fillain. Tragi -Com.

[With Refpeft to a Coniefture of

is having written more in the

ramatic Way, fee above, under

he Initials P. T.
Powell, Mr. George, was an

f^or as well as an Author, and

n neither Light deficient of Me
n, named y***" V^'' Wit.—In the former Charafter he

obtain from ^^«^Jttained to great Eminence, and,
uineas :

The A
^ Iho' Cotemporary with Betterton,

at Noife in »?^ '»:,,/,, ff^/k,, Gibber, Sec. main-
:<, ^finhtlels, treini«-._^, i:j.._i.i- i>-_i.

jry of moft Readcis, H

,ecd not repeat it ben
.g,^^^^

..ho was tried for
^J^Uation

beingiiPerfonofa

iined a very confiderable Rank
mong others ; and, 'tmidft the

rightnefs of fuch a dazzlingCon*

as then illuminated the

P R
theatrical World, ihone no in-
glorious Star.—His Excellencies,

however, fuftcred Abatements

,

from fome very confiderable Blc-
miflics in his Manner of afting

j

yet, on the whole, the Good out-

weigh'd the Bad, and his Beau-
ties more than made Amends for

his Deformities.—Whoever is de-
firous of a more particular Idea of
him, need only look into Coi/,y

Gibber's Apology, which is the
moft compleat Hiftory of Thea-
trical Affairs extant, for the Pe-
riod of Time it indjdes.—Mr,
Piioell, however, in the latter

Part of his Life, being fomewhat
too ftrongly attached to the Al-
lurements of the Bottle, declined
in great Mcafure from the Repu-
tation he had acquir'd.

Mr. i*o7tc' died in the Year
1714, and w-ir interred in the
Vault of thp Parifli Church of St.

Clement's Danes, leaving behind
him the five following dramatic
Pieces, all which he had brought
on the Stage with Succefs.

1. Alphonso, King of ^a.-
PLEs. Trag,

2. BoNDucA,*^^rag. (only
an Alteration from Beau-
mont and Fletchtr.)

3. Brutus c/Alba. Trag,

4. Treacherous Brother. Trag,

5. Very good Wife. Com.
GUdon informs us that Mr. Pow-
ell' i Father had alfo been a Play-
er, and was but lately dead at the
Time he wrote, which was in

1698.

Preston, Thomas, L. L. D.
flourifhed in the earlier Part of
Queen Elizabeth's Reign, was
firft Matter of Arts and Fellow of
King' %Qo\\fig(if Cambridge, and af-
terwards created a DoSor of Ci-
vil Law, and Matter of Trinity

Hall in the fame Univerfity.—In
the Year 1564, when Queen F.li»

xabttb was entertained at Cam-
bridge^

\\\.

.,('i'^A\\
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irid£t, this Genttemaa a^ed fo Myjapient Wtrds, I fay^ prepare,
admirably well in the Tragedy of ^ndfo your Skill delate t

DidOf written by Ibo. Naflf^ and Tou know that JMofs vanqui/kti
did moreover fo gentcely and hatb
gracefully difpute before her Ma- Cyrus, that King of State :

i'efty,
that, ac a Teftimontal of

;er Approbation, (he beftowed a ^nd /, ly due Inberitattce,

Penfion of twenty Pounds per Pojeft that princely Crown;
Annum upon him.—On the 6th Rulings by S-word of mighty Forctf

of Sept. 1 566, when the Oxonian

Mufes, in their Turn, were ho-

noured with a Vifit from their

Royal Miftrefs, our Author, vvith

eight more Cantabrigiam, were
incorporated Mafters of Arts in

the Univerfity of Orfeid.

Mr. Prefion wrot< ont: dramatic

Piece, in the old Metre, en-

titled,

Lyjfe ofC-AyijiysiLs, Trag.

In Flace ofgreat Renown,

Pristwich, Pristwith,
orpRESTwicK, Mr. Edmund,—

'

In all rhefe fcveral Manners have

different Authors fpellcd the Name
of a Writer of King Charles I's

Reign, who, according to Phil'

lips and Ulnftanley, (and indetk

moft of the Biographers have fol-

lowed their Opinion) was Au-

1. The HefJers. Trag.

Appendix.
z, HiFPOtiTvs. Trag.

For a more particu! - Account of thor of two dramatic Pieces, en-

which, fee Vol. \. Cambyges. titled.

This Play Langbaive imagines 1. The UeSiors. Trag. Vii^

Shakefpeart meant to ridicule,

V hen, in his Play of Henry IV.
I'art I. A&. II. he makes Fat-

faff talk offaking in King Cam-
byjes Vein.—In Proof of which
Conjefture he has given his Rea-
ders a Quotation from the Be- Q,
ginng of the Way, being a Speech

^^
of K.\ngCanAyJes himfelf, which,

on the fame Account that -he QUarles, Francis^ Efq; was

quoted it, and alfo as being a good ^ Son of James S^uarles, Efq{

Specimen of the Manner of Wri- Clerk of the Board of Green Clatb,

ting of many Authors at that Pe- and Purveyor to Queen Elixabetb.l

riod of Time, 1 fliall take the He was born in 1592, at Stev.>-\

Liberty of tranfcribing^ ' The ards, an ancient Seat of the Fa-

Words are as follow.

"A

My Oiufffilegravn andf^etrt,
IVith Lords of legal Train j

Attentive Fares towards ttt iend.

And mark whatpall befuin*

mily, near Rumfwi in Fffex\\

from whence he was firft fent to

Peter Houfe, and afterwards ti

Cbrift C^rrib College, Cambridgt,\

for tbe compleating of his Stu*

dies
J
and, on his Return to Lm'

doMf beta ne a Member of L(i*|

SeyoUflikewife, myvi0liant Knightf coin's Inn.-^He was Come Timl
ff^fe manly ^s dvtbffy% Cop-bearer to the Queen of Bt-

Bye Brute of Fame tbe famiilit^ bemioy and Chronologer to tbtl

Trump City of London ; and went overl

Doth perft tbe azstre Skyk to Irtlend as Secr«tary to tbatl

xtm

i<(
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Skill delate i

,t Mofs vatim

King of State t

' Jitberitattcef

princely Crown i

vcrd of mighty Force,

?gre0t 'Renown,

icH, Pristmtith,

[CK, Mr. Edmund.—

feveral Manners have

horsfpcUcd theName

r of King ObarUiU

), according to rbti'

inftanUy, (and indeed

Biographers have fol-

Opinion) was Au-

) dramatic Pieces, en-

He^ors

FINDIX.
POllTUS.

Trag.

Trag

Vid,

truly great Prelate* y.itncs Vjhery

Archbifliop oi Armagh,—But the

Troubles in that Kingdom forcing

him from thence, he returned to

his Native Country, where he

died, on the Sth Day ot Sept.

1644, JEtat. 52. and was buried

in the Parilh Church of St. Ve-

iafty ¥ofler-La«e.— His Works,
bcih in Verfe anH Profe, are nu-

merous and well known, parti-

cularly his Divine Emhlemi, which
has been a good Copy to the

Buokl'ellers, and is to this Day in

great Requeft with one Sort of

pious Readers j tho', on Account
of the obfolete Quaintnefs of Stile,

which many of the Writers of

that Age madeUfe of, his Works,
with thofe of many of his Cotem-
poraries once in high Repute, are

now totally neglcfted, or at le«ft

held in but flight Eftimation.—A-

mong his other Works was a Piece

entitled the Loyal Convert, for the

writing of which he underwent a

\e:y fevcre Profccution, from the

lifurpcd Authority then in being.

Langfiaiiie, a great Admirer of

his Works, gives him this amia-

ble Charaftcr.

—

" He was (fays

" he) a Poet that mixed Religion
" and Fancy together j and was
" very careful in all his Writings
" not to intrench upon Gov>d-

I"
Manners, by any Scurrility in

" his Works ; or any Ways of-

r fending againft his Duty to

I"
Go'J, his Neighbour, or him-

I" felf."

In dramatic Writing he only

roduced one Piece, to which

'^fcColicBC,
Cambridg,tM'^^n his zealous Advocate hang-

l«li.atinK 'of hi« Stu-|f«»? gives no hirherComint»«a-

than ftyliiig it an intto'

a' Member of Li»'W '> '"ofenjive P%.— It is en-

Hc was fomc Jif |'!!.':> „ , .„.

.

^ the Queen of Bt-U The r,rg,n Wtdo^v. Com.

'chronS-oget to tbe^- %-/" had, by one Wife,

.In • and went ovcfB'' lets than eK,iHcen Chil.lren
j

SeCMtary to thiWie of whom, 'John, inheriting

, Frandh ^^qJ ^/*

,
Jamei S^uarlei, m\

tc Board of G«fM C/sffc,

[or to Queen £//»«*''*•

U in iS9^'A*?^-
Kicnt Seat of the Fa-

Runfird in EJfe*;

kcebewas firftfentto

L and afterwards t»

U
otWs Return to Iw-I-cn to,

R. \V.

both his Father's Genios and his

Loyalty, received his Education
at Exi-ter College, Oxfcid j and, in

164^, being then but eighteen

Years of Age, bore Arms.within
the Garrifon of Oxon, for King
Charles I. in whofc Army, it is

faid, he afterwards had a Cap-
tain's Commiflion.— But, on the

Dcdcnfion of his M.»jc{ly's Caufe,

he retired to Londsn, where, in

Confcquence of his Attachment
to the Royal Party, he was re-

duced to write for a bare Subfifl-

encc, and there continued in a

poor and mean Condition, till

the great Plague, which, raging

in and about London, fwept him
away, with many Thoufauds more,
in the fatal Year 1665.

R/

J. Vid. Shepherd's Ho •

• HDAY. Vol.1. Apr EN-R
DI X.

R. T. — Thefj^pl^al Letters

ilind in the Titli^W'ine drama-
tic Piece, entitled.

The Extravagant Shepherd

,

Paft. Com.
There is no Au'^hor who wrote
about that Time whofe Name
would fuit with thefe Initials, ex-
cepting TLomas Ra'ulins, of whom
her;;.ifter : Yet, without fomc
farther concominant Circum -

flances, I cannot think myfclf
authorized to father this Play
upon him,

R. W. Thefe two Letters

ftand before a Kind of Prnll or
P'arcc, play'd at Barthclorfu) and
Sttit}wark Fairs, and puhliflicd in

K. Charki IPs Time, entitled,

Th c Cororat.'otj. of S^ct n Eli.
Z A B E T H

.

^
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Thefe Letters are alfo affi^eJ to

a Piece, entitled,

The Tfrree Lords and Ladies of
London. rid. Vol. I.

Three Ladies or Lon-
don.

Ralph,
.
yames, Efq; one of

the greateft political, tho' not one

of the greatcrt poetical Writers of

the piefent Age.—Of his Family

we can trace no particulars j but

it is faid his Defcent was but

mean, and that he folely raifed

himfelf from Obfcurity by h s

Merit ; a Circumftance which re-

dounds more to his Honour than

would a long Bead-roll of great

Anccftors, *• ftuck o'er with Ti-
** ties and hung round with
" ftrings."

Mr. Ralphs fiift Appearance in

the World, bt:foie he became
didinguifhed for his Writings,

was y as we are informed , in

the Charafter of a Sthool-M.<"-

tcr, at Philadelphiay in Ncrtb-

America'^ which remote Situation

not fuiting his aftr^'C Mind, he

came to England, about the Be-

ginning of the Reign of George \.

We have not learnt what was
then the immediate Objeft of

his Purfuit, but it was probably

fomcthing in the public Offices

dependant on the Court j for he

foon became a Frequenter of the

Levees, and atiach'd to fome great

Men, to whom his Abilities re-

commended him.—He did not,

however, at firft make any Fi-

gure in the political World, but

rathe_- applied himfelf to writing

for the ^ gCj in which he was

not veryfu- Vful.—He alfo pro-

duced foi^f; ''iecra of Poeiry,

particularly iV';i>i, a Poen^, of

which Mr. Pop thus takes Notice

in his Dufictad:

Silence ye JVohes ! nvhile Ralph

H Cynthia bow/s,

^ird makei Night hideotis-'-an-

Jwcr bim jf Owh I

R A
This Piffage Mr. Pope has il-

luftratcd by a very abutive Nolc,

in-which Mr. Ralp^i Charadtcr ts

moft unmercifully torn to Piuccsj

which Severity, it fecms, was oc-

cafioned by a I'icce attributed to

aur Author, entitled Sau>f!ey, i

Poem, in which the facrcJ tri-

umvirate, Dean 6'w//>, Mr. T^'
an ) Mr. Gay were attacked. .

This was high Trcafi^n itfclf.

—

Mr. Ralph, was very falfely and

injurioufly rcpreftintcd in the Dnr-
ciad.—Mr. fope fays, iic was i"o

ilUterate, that he did not even

undcrftand Frerch : Whereas, ir

is very certaiii, that he was Mal-
ter of ihe Frencrj and Latin Lai;«

guages ; and not altogether igno-

rant of the Itaiian ; and was, in

Truth, a very ingenious Prole-

Writer, although he did not fuc
ceed as a Poet.—His Hijiory of

England, commencing with the

Reic.r of the Stuarts, is much ef-

tccioed, as were his Political

Pamp'ilcts; fome of which were

looked upon as Mailer -Pieces.—

He was likewife concerned in

writing the Eflays in feveral Pe-

riodical Papers ; in which he be-

came {o formidable to the Mi-

niftry towards the End of Sir Ro-

bert fVa/poie's Time, that it wjil

deemed expedient to take him olTl

by a Penfion.—He had pjeat Ex-

peftations from the late il*r.'> - ^W,

H^iiies, who frequently uy,r<

'

of Mr. Ralph's Pen, • ilr C...

troverfies in which it is u(il|

known that Prince was engagedil

But, by the Death of his Royjlj

Highnefs, all our Author's Vie»iJ

of Preferment were entirely call

oflF.—At the Acceflion of Geo.lM

however, Mr. Ralph, tho' conri-T

derably advanced in Years, begant(

be again taken Notice of, andiiii|

Hopes were revived ; but, al3)|

the great Circumventor of all h*

man Expectations, Death, putij

final Period to all bis Sc!ieoi0
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in the Beginning of the Year

176";, at his Houfe in Chijivitk
;

after fuffering a long and h\txc

Afflid>ion from the Gout, of

which Diforder alio bis only

Daughter, about eighteen, died

in a few Weeks after him.

His dramatic Writings are,

li lajhionable Lady, or Harle-

quin's Optia.

X. Fail of tbf -.:> e/ Essex.
Trap.

3. Latvyy'', Ftaji. Firce,

4. yJP.roU^'". Cnm.
nne ct" Mr" Ralp^'i laft Perfor-

jnar> J .ad alfo fome Relation

to the Stage j and was ef>ecmed

a very excellent and very enter-

taining Performance.—It was en-

titled, Tbe Cafe of gutters.

Ramsay, j'J/.'ait, is fa;d to

have been a Barber in Edinburgh,

Hit Tafte in Poetry, however,

has juftly raifed him to a Degree

of Fame that may in fome Mea-
fure be confider'd as a Recom-
pence for the Frowns of For-

tune.—His Songs are in univerfal

Efteem j as is alfo the only dra-

matic Performance attributed to

him, vix,

Roger and Pattie, or tbe

Gentle Shepherd. A Scots

Paftoral.

This Piece is frequently a£led at

the Little Theavrc in the Hay-

mjrket, for the Benefit of one

Lauder, a Singer j who himfelf

iifualJ" t-f^rfoniis a principal Part

in it.

Our Northern Bard was Father

to the ingenious Mr. Ramfay, a

celebrated Painter of the pre lent

Age, and who bas like«^ife dif-

tinguiflied himfeU by fb'lhe well-

written Trafts on various Branches

of Polite Literature, particul^ly

the Invefligater.

Randolphf., Mr. Thomas.—
This valuable Poet was a Son of

fJ'illtam Randolphe, of Hamfey, near

^ R A
Lnuei in S..[lcr. Efqj Stfward to

Edivnrd Lord y.i.ch, by Eiixt-

bcth his Wifr. Daughter <^"" Tho

mas HrKitb, i''\\ of j\Liv>.Lim,

near Daintree in Nortlamptonjhirey

at which PLice our A thor waa

born, on the 15th of 'June 1605.

—He received the early Pirts of

his Education at yrtfimiKjler Scloolf

from whence, being one of the

King's Scholars, he removed to

Trinity College in Cambridge, at

the Age cf eighteen ; in whicli

College he obtained a Fellowlhip,

and afterwards commenced Maf-

ter of Arts, in which Degree he

was incorporated at Oxford.—-Ve-

ry early in Life he gave Proofs of

an amazing Quicknefs of Parts,

and he was not only efteem'd and

admir'd by Perfons of Genius at

the Univerfity, but likcwife high-

ly valued and beloved by the btii

Poets of that Age in the Metro-

polis.—His extenfive Learning,

Gaiety of Humour, and Readi-

nefs of Repartee, gain'd him Ad-
mirers throughout all Ranks of

Mankind, and more efjecially re-

commended him to the Intimacy

and Friendftip dLB«i Jenfoti, who
admitted him4M|(jfc of his adopt-

ed Sons in t^f^ufes, and held

him in equal Eftcem with the in-

genious Mr. Ciirrwf/|;ibr, of whom
I have before made Mention.

Randofphe's Turn, in his dra-

matic Works, is entirely to Co-

medy ; his Language is elegant,

and his Sentiments are juft and

forcble.—HisCharafters are, for

the moft Part, ftrongly drawn,

and his Satire well chofen and

poignant.—In Hiort, it were to be

wiflicd, that fome Writer of Me-
rit would endeavour at the raifing

him out 01 ihe Obfcurity in which
his Wrttingi at prefent feem bu^

ried, by altering his Pieces, fo a*

to rcnd.T them fit fot the prefent

[ Cc 2 J Stage,
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Stage, or at thcleaft giving the
V/orld a ccrrefi and critical Edi-
tion ot' tlicni.

Tlie dramatic Pieces he has left

behind him, wiiich were puhlifh-

ed after his Deatli by his Biother

Mr. Thomas Randdphe, of Chrijl-

C'unh College, Oxford, are the fix

fo! lowing, "jix..

I. Amyntas. Pai^.

1. Ar isi ipp cs. C;)m.

Conceited Pcd!ar. Farce.

Iley for Hor.fy, Dciun with
Knavery. Com.

5. ym/oi/s I.o'vers. Com.
6. Alufs I.Jok'vg-C/tifs. Com.

The laft of thefe has, within a

few Years pail, been revived at

Ci"uevt -Garden Theatre, and is,

moreover, reprinted in D^djlty's

Colledion of old Plays. It is

probable that, had a Length of

Days been permitted to this Au-
thor, he would have produced

many move valuable Pieces, fome
of which might have become
brilliant Ornaments to the Eng-
iijh Stage ; but, alas ! at the ve-

ry Time when he was attaining

tl»c Prime of Life, at the very

Time when Genius w.«s beginning

to be tcmper'd by Judgment, and

Fancy to be moderated by lixpc-

riencc, at the very Time, in a

Word, when the moft fan^uine

Fxpedlatlons were raifed of a fu-

ture riarveft, of luxuriant Fruit,

this fl(,urifliing Bl )from was » rnp'd

by the envious H.jid of Dj.)lii.—
In .'bort, according lo IFood, be-

ing too like the Gencr.d.ty of

Men of Abilities, fomewhai ad-

d'dtcd to libertine Indulgences,

and, in Confe<iucnce oi kecpi g

too much CoiTif any, and running

into firtiionable Excefles w i h

greater Frei'om than his ConiH-

lution could bear, he aflirtid in

fhoriening his own Days, .and died

bcfutc he hiid com^lcitted the Age

R A
of twenty - nine Years, at the
Houfe of IVilHam Stafford, Efq;
of lUalhcrwyke in Ncrtlamptcn-

Jbire, and was buried, with the
Anceflors of the Family of Staf-

fordf in an Ifle adjoining to the
Church of that Place, on the 17th
of March 1634, foon after vvhicii

a Monument of white Marble
wa^ Cicdcd over his Grave, at

the Charge of Sir Chriflopher (nf-

tervvards Lord) Hattor., of Kir'n\

with an Iiifcription u;'on it, In
Latin and Enalijh Verfe, written
by our Author's intimate Friend
Veter Haujlcd, of whom I have
before had Occafion to mi'ke
Mention, and give fome Account
of in his pioper Place.

R A v E N sc R o F T , Mr. Edward.
This Writer, or rather Compiler
of Plays, lived in the Reigns of

Charles 11. and fames II.—He was
fomelimc a Member of the Mid-
dk Temple, but, looking on the

dry Study of the Law as greatly

beneath the Attention of a Man
of Genius, quitted it, for the

Pleafure of ranging in the more
flowery Fields of Poetry : But
here again he feem'd averfe to

Labour, rather chufing to pluck
and form Nofegays of thofe Flow-
ers which had been planted by o-

thcrs, than by the cultivating of

any until'd Spot, to obtain a ge-

nuine Right of Inheritance in the

Produift of his own Induftry.— In

a Word, he was an errant Plagi-

ary ; and altho', by boldly daring

to enter the Lids, in a vigorous

Oppofition to Mr. Dryden, the

Power of hi-? AntagonKt ftanip'd a

Degree of Difhndlion on hin),

which he would never othcrwife

have obtained
;

yet it is, perhup;

,

the only Chiim he can properly

lay to public Notice ; Anl Mr.
Dryden might, with great Pro-

pntty, have reloricd on him in

the

'I;
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the Words of Ajax.

Ipse tulit Pretturnjam nunc Ccr-

taminii bujos,

£lui, cum vifiui erit^ MxcuM
certajfe ferctur,

Mr. RavitiJcroft''t dramatic Picc! s

are twelve in Number, and are as

follow,

I. Anatomifi Com.
a. Canterbury Gueftu C.

3, Cureltji Levers. Com.
Dame DoBsos. Com.
Edgar and Alfreda .

Trag.

English Lawyer. Com.
Italian Hu/hand. Trag.

London Cuckolds. Com.
Mamamouchi. Com.
Scaramouch, a Phi'ofo-

fher, &c. Com.
11. Titus Andronicus. T.
12. IVrang/ing L(n>ers. Con;).

Rawlins, Ttomas, Efqj was
principal Engraver of the Mint,

in the Reigns both of K'lr^Claries

the Firfl and Second, and died in

that Employment in 1670.—He
was intimately acquainted with

nioft of the Wits and Poets of his

Time, and wrote for Amufemcnt
only, not for Profit ; for, in the

Preface to hi"; firft Play, he thus

addrefTes the Reader.— '• Take no
" Notice of my Name (fays he)
*' for a ,'ccond Work of this Na-
** ture fhall liardly bear it.—

I

" have no Defue to be known by
' a Thread bare Coat, having a

*' Calling that will maintain it

«* woolly."—The Pieces which
pafs under his Name, are the

following,

1. Rebellion, Trag.

a, ToM Essence. Com,
3. TuNBRinGS iFtlls, Com.

(afcribed to this Author.)

Revet, Mr. Edward.— Of
this Author I can trace nothing

farther than that he mult htivc

R I

lived In the Reign of K. Cha,ll.

and that he wrote one dramatic

Piece, whch was a very hafty,

.nnd therefore probably not a very

CNtraordinary Performance, hav-
ing been begun and finiflied in a

Fortnight, entitled,

The Town Shifts, Com.
Rhodes, Richard, M. D

—

This Au'hor was of a good Ex-
traction, being the Son of a Gen-
tleman of London, and probably

born in that Metropolis, tho' in

what Year is not apparent.—He
received the Rudiments of his

Education in Wtflminfier School,

from whence, being at that Time
well giounded in Grammar, and
in the praftical Part of Mufic, he
wa-: tranfplanted to Oxford, where
he became a Student in Cbrijl

Cburcb ColJege, but took only

one Degree in Arts, at which
Time he made certain Compofi-

tions in Mufic.—From thence he

went to France, and took the De-
gree of Doftor in Phyfjc at Mont-
p-llrir, but, being of an unCetled

Difpofition, or perhaps fond of

Travel, he from thence took a

Journey to Spain, where at Ma-
drid he died, ca4 was buried in

the Year 1668.—While he was
at the Univerfity of Oxford, he
wrote one Play, entitled,

Flora': yagnries. Com.
Richard, Mr. Natbanitl,-—

Of thin Author I find nothing

farther on Record than that he

lived in the Reign of K. Charles I.

and, about the Resinning of the

Civil War, puhlifhed one dra-

matic Piece, entitled,

Messalina the Ryman Em'
prefs. Trag.

Rider, H'iliiam, M. A —All

I can learn with Relation to this

Author ii, that he was a Student

in Mtrton College, Oxford, where

he took his Degree of Mafttr of

Arts, fomc Time in the Reign

[ C c J ] Of
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of Chaihi II, that he married a

near KiniVoman to Dr. Arntvay,
Archdeacon of Litchfield and Co-

Hiertry, and that he wrote one
dramatic Piece, entitled,

The Ttvim. Com.
Rivers, Mr.—This Author

was a Jefuit, who lived, I be-

lieve, in the Reign of James I.

ana wrote one Play, entitled,

The Traytcr. Tr:(g.

which, I imagine, was never ac-

ted in its original Form ; but,

falling into the Hands of Mr.
ysmci Shirley, he, with very con

-

fidcrable Alterations and Improve-
ments of his own, brought it on
the Stage, and publirtied it among
his own Works. Mr. Ri'vers

compofed this Piece while he was
in Confinement in Neiogate, on
Account of fomc political and re-

ligious Concerns, in which Pri-

fon he died.— It was afterwards,

I'iz. in 1692, revived with Suc-

cefa, under the Title of /Imidea
j

and after that again, with forae

AUerations, but by its old Title,

by Mr. Cbriji<.pher BulUck, the

Comedian.
Rochester, John IVUmtt

^

Farl of, wi»s Son to the famous
Henry Lord Wilmot, (afterwards

F.irl oi Rocbcfier) who was fo ve-

ry inftrumental in the Prcferva-

tion of CharLs II. in his Flight

from Wontfit-ry where he was de-

fratcd by Crcnivf!/,—I'hc memo-
rable Wit, who is the Siibiedl of

this Article, was born in 1648,
and was educated firfl at liurfurd

Frt'C-School
J

from whence, in

i6i;9, he was admitted a Noblc-

fn.in oi Jf^adham Col!c;^c in Ox-

ferd.—He afterwards travelled in-

to France and Italy ; and, at his

Return, ho frecjucnted the ile-

bauched Court of C'/'rt. II. where
his natural Propeiifuios to Vice
*((e not likely to be curbed or

cuicJ : Hcic he was flill tcuJe

R O
one of the Gentlemen of Fils

Majcfly's Bed-Chamber, and then

Comptroller of //co/^c^A Park.

In the Winter of 1665 he

went to Sea, under the Earl ut

Sandivim , who commanded a

Fleet employed in the War with

the Dutch.—Wtlniot behaved vety

well in the Attack made on liiC

Enemy in the Port of Bergen in

Norway, and gained a high Re-
putation for Co'jr.Tge ; which he

afteiwards loft in an Adventure

with the Earl of Mulgrave, who
called him to an Account, fur

fome Words which he was re-

ported to have too freely fpokcn

of the Earl.

—

lf'i/n:ot accepted the

Challenge ; but when he cam.e

to the Place appointed, he de-

clined coming to Adtion ; urging

that he was fo weak with a cer-

tain Diftemper, that he found

himftlf unfit to fight.—This un-
lucky Affair entirely ruined his

Reputation for Courage, and fub-

jeded him to farther Infultsj

which will ever be the Cafe, when
©ncc People know a Man's Weak-
nels in this Refpe<fl.—His Rc^nj-

tation for/^/>, however, ftill kept

him from totally finking in the

Opinion of the World j but, on
the other Hand, his exceflive De-
baucheries were every Day more
and more completing the Ruin of

his Corftitution j and the natural

Vivacity of his Imagination being

ftill more inflamed with Wine,
made his Company fo eagerly co-

veted by his gay /Affociates, tl'..t

they were ever contriving to en
g.ige him deeper and deeper in

Extravagance and Intemperance,

in order that they miglit be the

more diverted by his Humour.—

«

All this fo entirely fubducd him,

that, as ho afterwards acknow-
ledged, he wan for five Yeats to-

gether cuntinujily drunk j not,

iudocd^ dli ihc while under the

vifilh.
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vKible Effeft of Liquor, but fo

inflamed in his Blood, that he

was never cool eno')gh to be Maf-

tcr of himl'elf.—There were two

Principles in the natural Temper
of this lively and witty Noblc-

Ttan, which hurried him into

great Excelles ; a violent Love of

ienfual Pleafurc, and a Difpofi-

tion to extravagant Mirth.— J he

one involved him in the grofieft

Debaucheries, and the other led

him to many odd Adventures and

Frolicks; fome of which are re-

lated in the leveral Accounts that

have been publiftied of his Life,

but we have not Room to repeat

them here.

As to his Genius, his principal

Turn fccms to have been towards

Satire ; but, being in tliis Relpcft

as licentious as in every Tiling

elfe, his Satires ufually degene-

rated into mere Libcis j in all

which, he had fo peculiar a Ta-
lent of mixing hii Wit with his

Malice, that all his Compofitions

were eafily known.—In Rf-gard

to his other Poems, which have
been fo ufually admired for t eir

Wit, as well as for their Ob-
kenity, they are too indelicate to

deferve any particular Notice.

—

It is a Compliment ji'HIy due to

the more refined Tafic of the

jprcfcnt Age, to fay, that futh

giofs Produflions no longer pkafe,

or can be even endured.—They
|arc indeed, as a more moral Bard

i'jftly exprelles it, more apt to

M out than to kirdle the Fire.

—

lis Tragedy of Va'.cntintatt, hovv-

[vor, and fome other Pieces pub-
i'lied by Tonfnn^ fliew that he
vas not incapable ot more fcrioua

|n1 more innocent Produdioiis.

By conftant Indulg;nec in Sen-
JAlity, he entirely wore out an
itccllent Conftitution, before he
luS 30 Years of Age — In OEiobcr

679, when he was llowly re-

R O
covering from a Difeafe which
had proved fuflicienily powerful

to make a ferious Irnpreflion on.

him, he was vificed by Bif?iop

Burnet, on an Intimation that

fuch a Vifit would not be di.'a-

grecable.— It is natural to fuppofc

that the good Bishop has made
the moft of this Affair. — Wc
havo only his Account of the

Ma:terj and, as far as that Ac-
count may be relied upon, he
made a perfedt Convert of this il-

lurtrious Profligate : So that he,

who lived the Life of a Libertine

and an Atheift, died the Death of
a good Chriftian and a fincere Pe-
nitent.—How far, however, that

I*enitence which is extorted by

Affliction, and the Horrors of an

. approaching DilTolution, can be

efteemed genuine, or tffrElual, is a

Qn^cftion which it would not be

very proper to difcufs in this

Place.

Lord Rodefier died in July
1680, of mere f'd Age, before

he had compleated his 3^d Year
j

quite worn down, fo that Nature
had not Strength even for a dying
Groan.—He left behind him a

Son named Charles, and three
daughters ; the Son died the Year
after his Father, fo the Male
Line ceafing, the Title of Earl of
Rochfficr was transferred, by the
Kinjt, to the Family of Hyde, in

the I'crfon of Laurence, a young-
er Son of Eihvard Earl of cYa-
rinci.>n.

Lord Roch<flcr\ dramatic Works
conlifted only of one Play, vix,

Valentiman. 'i'rag. (al-

ter 'd from Beaumont and
Itetcbcr.)

Ro r. L t , Sign. Paolo /Ititomo.'—

This Gentleman, who I believe

is yet living, is by Birth a Flc
rentine, has an Efta'e in the Cam-
pania of R'^me, and flilcs himfcif

u Riman Senator.—— Ho rcfidcd

fevcral

•1 )
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ieveral Years in this Kingdom,
during which Time he had fomc

Concern in the Management of

the King's Theatre in the Hay^
market^ and wrote the greated

Part of the Operas which were

reprcfentcd there in that Period
;

and indeed, to do him Juftice,

they were in general much fupe-

rior to thofe which have been

fince introduced to the Publick

thro' the Channel of that Theatre.

At length, however, after hav-

ing, I believe, confiderably bet-

tcr'd his Fortune by his Refi-

dence in Eng!atiJ, and the En-
couragement he met with from

the Nobility and Gentry, he chofe

to retire to his own patrimonial

Ellate, and fpend the Remainder

of his Days in Eafe and Indul-

gence ; for which Furpofe he

quitted England about the Year

iy^4.—The Pieces that he wrote

are very numerous j and, as the

Publication of thcfe Operas,

which is intended prncipally for

the Ufe of the Audience within

the Theatre, by Way of Direc-

tion to the Ear during the Time

cf Reprclentation, by no Means

give a Chance for Immortality,

fmce the Number of them which

are deftroyed greatly exceeds thofe

which aie prefeivcd, I am aware

that the following Lift is very im-

perfeft ; but as, in a Courfe of

Time, the Remainder may fall

into my Hands, that Deficiency,

and fuch otiicrs in this Work, as

efcn the utmoft Afliduity and

moft diligent Search has not been

able to avoid during the 'I'imc al-

lotted to zjirji Compilement, the

Reader may depend on finding

fupplied, if it fliould have the

good Fortune to reach to a fecond

Edition. — Thofe Pieces, howe-

ver, which have come to my
Hands of this Author's, arc en-

titled as follow,

R O
T. Arsace. Ital. Opera.
a, AsTARTus. Ital. Opera.

3. Crispus. Ital. Op.

4. Floridante. Ital. Op,

5. Griselda. Ital. Op.
6. Iphigenia in Autis,

Ital. Opera.

7. MUTIUS Sc^voLA. Ital.

Op ra.

8. Narcissus. Ital. Op.
9. NuMJToR. Ital. Opera.

Signior Rol/i has alfo obliged tiic

World with a good Tranflation

of Milton i Paradife Loji, in Ita-

lian; a Work which does him
great Honour.
RooME, Mr.—This Gentle-

man was bred to the Law, and

altered a Comedy of Richard

Broome^s into a Ballad Opera. •»-

He has, however, been honeft e-

nough to make an Acknow-
ledgment to the Founder of his

Feaft, by fuffering the Piece to

retain its original 'i'itle of

The Jovial Crew. Ball. Op.

and, under the Form in which

Mr, Roome left it, or at leaft with

fome very trivial Alterations, it

has within thcfe three Years been

revived, and played with amazing

Succefs at Covent-GardenThaWte.

Rossi, Sign. Giacomo, an ha-

lititiy who, on a Plan laid dowa

for him hy Aaron HiI/, Ef<jj wrot?

the Words of one dramatic Piece,

which, being fet to Mufic by

Mr. llandely was performed with

Succcfs at the Opera Houfc in the

Hayma>kct.—It was entitled,

RiNALDo. Ital. Opera. 1

Rowe, Nicholas, Efqj Son tj
|

yohn Roive, Efqj Seijcant at Law,

was born at Little BtriforJ, in
I

Bcdfordjhire, Anno 1673. — Hii|

F.ducation was begun at a private 1

School in liighgatCy from whence

he wi'S removed to JVtpminHA

School, where he was perfected in|

ClaHical Literature, under theh-

mous Icvcrc Do^or J?«//Jy.--Hiij
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Father defigning him f»r his own
ProfclTion, entcr'd him, at 16

Years of Age, a Student of the

AlidiiU Icmpk.—He foon made a

great Progrcfs in the Law, and

might have made a great Figure

in that Profcflion, if the Love of

Poetry and the BclUi Lettres had

not too much attracted his Atten-

tion.—At the Age of 25 he wrote

his firft Tragedy, the yinibiiious

St p -Mother j the great Succefs of

\vl\ich made him entirely lay alide

.ill Thoughts of the Law.—His

Talent \v;is altogether for Trage-

dy
J

all his Pieces of that Kind
being jurtly cAeemed for the Po-
etry and Sentiments, although

they are by many deemed faulty

in Refpeft to the Plots, which,

in general, arc too thin and fim-

p!e.—Being a great Admirer of

Siakefpeare, he gave the Public an

Edition of his Plays } to which he

prefixed an Account of that great

Man's Life.—But the moft confi-

dcrable of Mr. Uotm's Perfoim-

ances, was a Tranflation of Lu-
tani Pbarfalia^ which he juft

lived to finiOi, but not to publiHi;

for it did not appear in Print till

ten Years after his Death. ,

His Attachment to the MliTes,

however, did not entirely unfit

him for Bufincfs } and when the

Duke of ^n-trjhury was Secretary

of State, he made Mr. Rcwe his

Under - Secretary for I'ubiic Af-
f.iiis : But, Hfter the Duke's
Death, the Avenues to his Pre-

fami-nt being ftoppcd, he paflod

h s Time in Retiremrnt during

the reft of Qticen yhm's Rtijii.

On the AcccHion of G<o. I. he
w.ir m.idc Poet Laureat, and one
ot the Land Surveyors of the

Cuftoms in the Port of London.'—
Ho was aifo Clerk cf the Coun-
cil to the Prince of f/'a/fs, and
the Lord Chancellor Purker made
hiin his Sccretar^• for the Picfcn-

R O
tations ; but he did not long en-

joy thefe Promotions, for he died

in 1718, in the 45th Year of his

Age.—His dramatic Pieces are,

I. The j^mbitious Step-Mother,

Trag.

a. Tamerlane. Trag.

3. Royal Con-vert. Trag,

4. Fair Penitent. Trag.

5. Jane Shore. Trag,

6. Lady Jane Gkey. Trag,

7. Ulysses. Trag,

8. The Biter. Com.
The laft Piece did not meet with

the fame Succefs that he had with
his Tragedies ; for his Genius by
no Means fuited the Comic Mufe,

Mr. Rowe was twice married ;

had a Son by his firft' Wife, and
a Daughter by the fccond.

He was a handfome, genteel

Man ; and his Mind was as ami-
able as his Perfon.—He lived be-

loved, and at his Death, had the

Honour to be lamented by Mr.
Poptf in an Epitaph which is

printed in Pope's Works, although
it was not affixed on Mr. Rowers
Monument, in IVeJiminfter-Abbeyf

where he was interred in the

Poet's Corner, oppofite io Chaucer,

Rowley, Mr. Samuel.—This
Gentleman lived in the Reign of
Charles I. and confequently was
totempo ary with another Writer
of his Name, of whom I Aall
give fomc Account in the next
Article j but, whether he was
any Way related to him, is not
.ipp.ircnt.—He ftiles himfelf Ser-

vant to the Prince of IVales, but

it does not appear what Place he
enjoyed under his Royal High-
ncfs —There arc two Plays in

Print under his Name, the Ti-
tles of which are,

1. Nobh Spanijh Soldier. Trng,

a. When You fee me You knew
me. Hi ft". Play.

Rowley, Mr. William, who
ftands in the third Clafs of dra-

matic

:
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matic Writers, lived in the Reign
of King Charkt I. and received

his Education at the Univerfity

of Cambridge, but whether he
took any Degree there is not evi-

dent, there being few Particulars

preferved in Regard to him, more
than his clofe Intimacy and Con-
nexion with all the principal

Wits and poetical Geniufes of

that A%t, by whom he was
well beloved, and with fome of

whom he joined in their Wri-i

tings.

—

^^ood ftiles him, " the
" Ornament for Wit and Inge-
** nuity of Pemlfroke- hall in Cam"
** bridge.^'''— \xi a Word, he was a

very great B'nefador to the Eng^

iifo Stage, having, exduiive of

his Aid lent to Middletortj Day,
*'" -I ivu, ff^ebjlery tec. left us five

Plays of his own compcfing, and

one in which even the immortal

Sbakefpeare afforded him fome Af-
fiftance.—Their Titles in alpha-

betical Order are as follow,

I. Ms loft bv luft. Trag.

a. Birtb of MiRLjji. Tragi-
^ Com. (aflifted by Sbaktf-

peare.)

g. Match at Midnight. Com.
* 4. New JVonder, a ff^oman tie-

ver vext. Com.
5. Shoemaker is a Gentleman,

^
Com.

6. }Vitcb of Edmonton.
Tragi Com.

The Plays in which he was con-

cerned with others, but, not hav-

ing the principal Hand, are not

afcribed to him, are the follow-

ing, to which I have fubjoined

the Author*! Name who joined

vith him.

I, Chattglirig. Trag. Tbo. Mid-
d/eton,

a. Cure for a Cuckold. Com.
Jchn mbjltr.

3. Fair S^uarrel, Com, Tto,

Middleton,

R U
4. Fcrtune by Land and Sea, C.

Tho, Heyivood,

5. Old Laiv. Tragi-Com. Phi-

lip Majjlnger and 'Tho,Mid-

dkton.

6. Pariiamert of Bees. Mafquf.

John Day and Ccu, IVil-

Jinr.

7. Sfafiijh Gipfcy. Com. 77 c.

Mtddletcn.

8. Thracian IFonder. Comic

Hiftory. John IFdjler.

(on the Authority of IViti'

Jiar.lty only.)

9. Travels of the three Enplifh

Evot^ers. f<-hn Day aiid

Geo. TVilkim.

RUGGLES, Rtilphf A. M.—
All I can difcover concerning tjiii

j

Writer is, he belonged to date-

Hall, Cambridge, and was Author I

of a very celebrated and very

humorous Latin Play, which was I

afted at that Univerfity befoiel

King yatne^ I. on the 8th ofl

March 1614, entitled.

Ignoramus. Com.
RuTTiR, Mr. jFo/«;^J&.—Thlsl

Author lived in the Reign ofl

King Charles I. and was a De-f

pendant on the Family of EdA

ward Earl of Dorfet, Lord Cham>

berlain to the Queen, being Tul

tor to his Son.—At the Corti'l

mand of his Patron, he underf

took a Tranflation of the firft Partj

of the Cid, from the French oij

Corneille, which, when executcJ,

was (o well approved of by tfcij

King, to whom it was flievrJ

that, at his Majefty's own l>j

fire, the fccond Part of the fainf

Piece was put into Mr. Ruttiri

Hands, with an Injunftion tj

tranllatc it, which he imnitiiij

ately obcy'd.—He befides wroi

one original dramatic Piece ofl

own, fo that the Works of tM

Kind, which he has left bebi^

him, are,

¥
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t. Cid. Tragi-Coni. in two

Parts.

2. Shepherd'i Holiday, Trag.

Com. Pafioral.

Ryan, Mr. /-/<zcy.~ThisGen-
licman, tho' generally, I believe,

cilecined a Native of Irclar.df v/as

Iwrn in EngUndy in the Year

R Y
firft Rate Performer?, by a Defi-
ciency in only one Article, vis.
that of Voice,

It is probable that Mr. Ryan\
Voice might not naturally have
been a very good one, as the Ca-
dence of it fcem'd always inclinable

to 3 (harp flirill Treble j but an un-

originally intended for I have ne-

ver heard

;'-lT:on led him to that

on whicji he made
V, !y

i6r4.—What Profeflion he was lucky Fray with fome Watermen,
at the very earlieft Part of his

theatrical Life, in which he re-
ceived a Blow on the Nofe, which
turned that Feature a little out of
its Place, tho' not fo much as to
occafion any Deformity, made an
Alteration in his Voice alfo, by
no Means to its Adv.-intaeej yet
ftill it continued not difguftful,

till, feveral Years afterwards, be-
ing attacked in the Street by fome
Ruffians, who, as it appear'd af-

terwards, miftook him for fome
other Perfon, he received a Brace
of Piftol Bullets in his Mouth,
which broke fome Part of his

Jaw, and prevented his being able

but a flrong theatrical

of the

a very

Appearance, and was even

; :I;cn corifiderable Notice of in

'le Part of Marcus in Cato, du-

I ng the firft Kua of that Play in

•iiC Year 1711, tho' then but

eighteen Years of Age.—:He from
tlut Time increaied in Favour,

arofe to a very coafpicuous Rank
in his Profeflion, and conftantly

maintained a very ufefuland even

important Caft of Parts, botli in

Tragedy and Comedy.— In his

Perlon he was genteel and well

made j his Judgment was critical to perform at all for a long Time
and correft ; hisUnderftandingof afterwards; and tho' he did at

an Author's Senfe moft accurately length recover from the Hurt, yet
uO, and his Emphafis, or Man-
r.'r of pointing out that Senfe to

the Audience, ever conftantly

tiuc, even to a mufical Exaflnefs
j

his Feelings were ftrong, and no-

tiiing could give more honourable

Evidence of his Powers as an Ac-
tor, than the Sympathy to thcfe

Senfations, which was ever a'p-

parent in the Audience when he

his Voice ever after retained a
Tremulum or Quaver, when drawn
out to any Length, which ren-

der'd his Manner very particular,

and, by being extremely eafy to

imitate, laid h'.m much more
open to the Powers of Mimickry
nd Ridicule, than he would other-
wife have been. Notwithftanding
this, however, by being always

thought proper to make them feel extremely perfect in the Words of
with him.

Yet, fo many are the Requi-
f.tcs that ihould go to the form-
ing a capital A£lor, fomewbat io

v-ry near abfolute Perfeftion is

rxpefted in thofe who are to con-

vey to us the Idea, at Times, of
even n^ore than Mortality, that,

with all the above - mentioned
great Qiialities, this AAor was
f<i\\ exduicd from the Lift of

his Author, and juft in the fpeak-

ing of them, added to the Senfi-

bility I before-mentioned, an cx-
aft Propriety in Drefs, and an
Eafe and Gentility of Deportment
en the Stage, he remained even
to the laft a very deferved Favo-
rite with many ; which, more-
over, his amiable Chara£ler in
private L fe did not a little con-
trilote tOi—And a very ftriking

ji'
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Inflance of the perfonal Eftecm he

was held in by the Public, fliew-

ed itfelf on the Occafion of the

Accident 1 related above, at which

Time his late Royal Highncis,

Frederick Prince of JVala, contri-

buted a very handfome Prcfent to

mahe him fome Airends for the

Injury he mufl: receive from the

being out of Employment, and

feveral of the Nobility and Gen-
try followed the laudable Exam-
ple fet them by his Highnefs.

The Friend/hip fubfifting be-

tween him and his great thea-

trical Cotemporary Mr. ^<in, is

well known to have been invio-

lable, and reflefts Honour to

thtm both.—That valuable and

juftly -admir'd Veteran of the

Englijh Stage, even after he had

quitted it as to general Perform-

ance, did, for fome Yeais after-

wards, make an annual Appear-

ance in his favorite Charafter of

Sir John Faljiaff, for the Benefit

of his Friend Mr. Ryan j and

when, at laft, he prudently de-

clined hazarding any longer that

Reputation, which he had in fo

many hardy Campaigns nobly pur-

chafcd, by adventuring 'nto the

Field under the DIfadvantages of

Age and Infirmity
;

yet, even

then; in the Service of that

Friend, he continued to exert

himlelf } and, where his Perfon

could no longer avail him, he, to

fpeak in FalJiajT^ Language, ui'd

kii Credit ; Tea, and lb ui'd it,—

that he has been known, by his

Intercft with the Nobility and

Gentry, tc have difpofed, in the

Rooms of Bathy among Perfons

who could very few of them be

prefcnt at the Play, as many
Tickets for Mr. Ryans Benefit as

have amounted to an t.^ndrcd

Guineas.

At length this Gentleman, in

the 68th Year of a Life, fifty

k
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Years of which he had fpcnt In

the Service and Entertainment of

the Public, paid the great Debt
to Nature at Batb, to which
Place he had retired for his

Health, in the Year 1760.
What entitles him to a Place

in this Work is, his having given

to the Stage a little dramatic

Piece of one Aft, entitled.

The Cohkr's Opera.

Rymer, Thomas, Efq; was
born m the North of Erglar.d,

and educaced at the UniverfiTy of

Cambridge, but in what College I

know not. On his fettling in

London, he became a Member of

the Society of Grafi - hw, and,

in 1692, Succeeded Mr. Shadivell

aS Hifl-oriographer to King M^it-

liam III.—He was a Man of great

Learning and a Lover of Poetry
j

but, when he fets up for a Cri-

tic, feems to prove that he has

very few of the Requifites for

that Charafter ; and was indeed

almoll totally difqualified for it, by

his Want of Candour.—The Seve-

rity which he has exerted, in his

View of the Tragedies, of the laft

Age, againft the inimitable 5i!.iftty-

pcare, are fcarcely to be forgiven,

and muft lurcly be confidered as a

Kindof Sacrilege committedon the

SanS?um SanBorum of the Mufes.

And, that his own Talents for

dramatic Poetry were extremely

inferior to thofe of the Perfons

whofe Writing he has with fo

much Rigour attacked, will be

apparent to any one who will give

himfelf the Trouble of perufing

one Play, which he- has given to

the World, entitled,

Edgar. Trag.

But, altiio' I cannot fubfcribe ei-

ther to his Fame or his Judgment
as a Poet or Critic, yet it cftnnot

be denied that he was a very ex-

cellent Antiquarian and Hiffo-

rian.—Some of ins Pieces relat-

ing

\^
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at he was a very ex-
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Ing to our Conftitution are ex-

tiemely good, and his well-

known, valuable, and mod ufe-

tulWork, entitled the FiEDERA,
printed in fevcntcen Volumes in

Folio, will ftand an cverlafting

Monument of his Worth, his in-

defatigable Afliduity, and Clear*

nefs of Judgment as an hiftorical

Compiler.—He died on the 14th

Dayof Z?(rf. 171 3, and was buried

in the Parifli Church of St. Cle-

ment''z- Danes,

SMr. was Author of one of
' the very oldeft regular Co-

nn dies ever written in our Lan-
guage.-—The Piece itfelf is re-

printed in Mr. DoJJIry^s Colledicn
of old Plays, Vol. L and is en-
titled,

Camtner Gurton^s Needle. Com.
S. E. — Thefe Initial Letters

Are prefixed to a Piece which ap-

pears to have been cnter'd at Sta-

tioner's - Hall as Shakejpcare's,

rho' at the Time confider'd as an
Impofiiion, contriv'd with a View
to promote the Sale of the Book.
Yet there appears a Degree of In -

[

(onfiftency in the Story, as in the
firft Place the Public can know
noth'ng of the Entries made in

the Books of private Corporations;
.ind fccondly, as Shakefpeare"i

IChriftian Name was too univcr-
jiaily known to admit of any Im-
Ipofition under falfe Initials, or
jfor any one to miftake E. S. for

YVilliam Shakefpeare.—The Title
t'f the Piece is,

C u p I
D

' J fVbirligig. Com

.

Phillips and fVinftanky have com-
"litted a Miftake in Regard to

S. S.

this Play, by attributing it to

Mr. Thomas Goff, whofc Genius
and Manner of Writing were as

oppofite to Comedy as Light to

Darknefs, and ftill more fo, if

poHible, to that luJicious Turn
which runs thro' great Part of
this Piece, and is particulaily

confpicuous in the Epifllc Dedi-
catory.

S.
J.—We find no lefs than

five feveral dramatic Pieces with
thefe Initials in the Title Page.
—One of them, •w/'*. the Maf-
ftteradc du Ciel, moll Authors have
attributed to James Shirley, and
as the Dates of all the reft, ex-

cepting the /Athenian Comedy, come
within the Period of Mr. Shirlty's

Wpitinp, 1 cannot think it ftretth-

ing Conjcfture beyond the Limits
of Probability, to afcribe them

the beft Part of

-Yet I muft not

that Ccxeter, in

all, or at leart

them, to him.-
omit obferving

Confequence of fome Lines writ-

ten by Mr. Stanley, fecirs of O-
pinion that the Phillis of Scyros

was trantlated by Sir Edward
Sherbourne, yet, as the Initials ?*"-

fixed to that Piece do not agree

with that Gentleman's Name, and
correfpond perfectly with that of
the Author 1 have mentioned, I

think a diftant Hint of that Na-
ture is fcarcely fufficicnt to fully

invalidate the Surmife I h;»ve

ventured to throw out.—The dra-

matic Works are,

1. Anrromana. Tr.ig.

2. Mafyuev.ide du Ciel, Com,
3. Nev) Athenian Comedy.

4. Phillis o/*ScYRos. Paft.

5. Prince of Prig's Revels. C.
S.,S.—Thcfc Initials only ftand

in the Title Page of one Play,

written, or at Icaft printed, in

the Reign of King James I. nor
do I find any known Authors of
th.1t Period with whofe Name

[ D d J thetc
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thefe Letters can be brought to

corrtCpond.—The Play is entitled.

The Hoveji Lawyer, Com.
Sackvii.le, 'Thomas. Vid.

Dorset, Earl of. »

Sadler, Anthony , D. D.—
This Gentleman was Son of Tho-

was S.<d.'crf of Cbiltcti in Wiltjhire,

Efqi at which Place he was born

towards the Beginning of the

Reign of yames I.—At feventecn

Years of Age, visi, in the Lent

Term of the Year 1627, he was
enter'd Butler of St. Edmunds-
Hall in Oxford, and, in 1631, was
admitted to the Degree of Ba-
chelor of Arts, and received into

Holy Orders, foon after which he
became Chaplain to a Gentleman
in Herffcrdjhircy his Name- Sake,

and moft probably a Relation.

—

Towards the Beginning of the

Civil War he was Curate of Bi-

Jhopjioke in Hampjhire, was after-

vards Chaplain to Letitia, Dow-
ager Lady Paget, till at length,

in the Year 1654, being pfefent-

ed to the Living of Comfton Han-
nvay in Dorfetjhire, he was refufed

to pafs by the Triers, which was

the Occafion of a troublefome

Conteft between him and thofe

Gentlemen.—Soon after this he

was made Vicar of Mitckam in

Surry.—But, indeed, he feems

to have been a Man of a turbu-

lent Difpofition, for we find him,

in the Year 1564, engaged in a

violent Quarrel with one Robert

Cramer, a Merchant of London,

but an Inhabitant of Mitcham, of

whofe Behaviour he complains,

in a little Pamphlet of one Sheet

inO'-arto, entitled. Strange Ncv^s

indeed from Mitcham in Surry,—

After this, however, he took the

Degree of Do^ot of Divinity, and

was appointed one of his Majef-

ty's Chaplains extraordinary, in

which Rank I imagine he conti-

nued till his Death, which hap-

S A
pened about the Year 1680, and
the 70th of his Age.—He was no
very voluminous Writer, but has

left one fmall dramatic Piece be-

hind him, written on a loyal Oc-
cafion, but which I imagine, from
a Circumftance in the Title Page,

was never reprefcnted.— It is en-

titled,

The Suhjea's Joy for the King\
Rejioratton. Mafque.

St. Serfe, Sir Thomas. .

This Title jfacob has given tp a

Gentleman whom neither Lam-
baine nor Gildon have dignified

with any Thing but his plain

Name. He was a Native 0'

North Briton, and it appears, Wj

the Dedication of a Play which

he wrote, and will be prefently

mentioned, that he was in the

King's Service in the North of

Scotland, in the Times of the

Troubles ; tho' in what Poft is

not mentioned
}

yet, it is evi-

dent, that he ver.li r J h's Perfon

on a Service of conf derable Dan-

ger, no lefs than that of a Spy,
j

from the foliowiug four Lines
|

which Cciceter has quoted concern-

ing him from the Covent CnrJr.l

Drollery, 8vo. 1672. p. 84. viz.l

Once like a Pedlar they * haiA
beard thee brag.

How thou did/} cheat their Sight, I

and fa've thy Craig
j

fVben to tie great Montrol':,

urdi^r Pretence

Of godly Bukes, thou brougltjX

Intelligence.

* The Covenanters.

The Title of the above - men-l

tioned Play, the Ground-Worlil

of which, however, is borrowcJ]

from the Spanifl), is,

Ta r u g o'i Wiles. Com.
Langbaine gives it a good Chaj

va£ler, and, in Drydens Milicl-

lanies, PartV. (8 vo. 1704.) pi
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i*i. may be feen a very eletiant

Copy of Verfes by the Earl of

Dorpt, in Compliment to the Au-
thor, on its Publication.

Sampson, Mr. If^i/ham.— All

I can trace relating to this Au-
thor is, that he lived in the Reign

ef King Charles I. and was for

I'ome Time retain'd in, and a

Dependant on, the Family of Sir

Htnry fVtlloughby, of Richley in

Derby/hire.—JHe was the lole Au-
thor of one Play, entitled,

The Vozv Breaker. 'I'rag.

He was alfo Afliftant to Mr.
Maikham, in the Compofition of

his Tragedy of

Herod «n^ Antip ater.
Sandys, George, Efqj—This

very accomplirtied C?ntlemati was

a younger Son of Edicin Arch-
bifhop of York, and was born at

hipopi Ihorp, in that County, in

1577.—At eleven Years of Age
he was fent to the Univcrfity of

Oxford, where he was matricu-

lated of Saint Mary s-lialL—In

the Year i6*to, remarkable for

the Murder of that great and good

F'rince, Htnry IV. of France, Mr.
Sandys fet out on his Travels,

and, in the Courfe of two Years,

made a very extenfive Tour, hav-

ing not only travelled thro' feveral

Parts of Europe, but alfo vifited

many Cities and Countries of the

E; ft under the Turkijh Empire, as

CoiflatJtiriopL', Greece, Egypt, and
the Holy Ljind, af^ter which, tak-

ing a View of the remote Parts

oi Italy and the Illands adjoining,

he went to Rome, where he met
with one Nicholas Fitzherbert, his

Countryman, and for'merly his

Fi'Uow-Student, by whom he was
ftiewn all the Antiquities of that

once renowned City. From
thence he went to Fev.ice, and be-

ing by this Time very greatly im
proved, and become not onlv

S A
pcrfeft Scholar but a complr:\t

Gv.-ntlem3n, he returned to his

Native Country, where, after pro-

p'irly digcfting the Obffrvatioiis

h-j had made, he publilheJ an

Accojnt of h s Travels in F.>lio,

which is held in very confui'-ni-

b e Eftimaii >n.—He had uMo an

I.iciination for Poetry, his Cx'jr-

cifts in which, however, feem !:o

have been mOi^ly on religions

Subiefts, except his Trnnflat on

of Ovid's Mitam'jrphofes.—He alio

paraphrafed the Pfalms, am! has

left behind him a Tranflation,

v/ith Notes, of one facred Drum.i,

written originally by Grotius, un-

der the Title of Chrijius PaticnSy

and which is the Piece that

1^'\ Lauder, fome f?w Years ago,

thought proper to fix on, as the

Foundation of his vile Charge of

Plagiarifm againft our immortal

MiUon. Mr. Sandys, in his

Tranflatior, has entitled it,

Chriji's Paffion.

There are but few Incidents

known concerning our Author,

but all the Writers who have

mentioned him, agree in beftow-

ing on him the Charadter, not

only of a Man of Genius, but

of fingular Worth and Piety.—
For the moft Part of his latter

Days he lived with Sir Francis

Wenmart, of Cafzvell near IVhitvey

in Oxfordjhire, to whom his Sif-

ter was married
j

piobably cha-

fing that Situation in fome Mca-
fure on Account of its Proxi;T)ity

to Furford, the Retirement of

his intimate Acqua'ntance and

valuable Friend I ucius, Lord Vif-

count FalkhnJ, — He died, how-
ever, at the Houfe of his Ne-
phew, Sir Fran is Wyat, at Bexlcy

in Kent, in 1643 > ^^'^ ^ '^ '"'

t-rrcd in the Chancel of that Pa-

rlfli Church.
He had no Monument ercfted
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to his Memory, but various Wri-
ters have handed down the fol-

lowing Infcription, as on« that

was due to his Merit.

Ceorgius Sandys, Poetarum j^tt'

ghrum Jui faculi Fiinccps.

And the high Commendations
given of him by the above-men-
tioned ingenious Nobleman, in a

Copy of Verfes addrefs'd to Gro-

tius on his Chrijim Patiens, are a

moft honourable Tribute to, and

an immortal Record of, our Au-
thor's ijrcat Worth and Abilities.

Savaoe, Richard, one of the

mofl- remarkable Charadlers that

we have riiet with, in all the Re-
cords of Biography.— He was the

unfortunate Son of the moft un-
natural of Mothers, Ann, Coun-
tcfs of Macdtificld \ who confefled

that her Huiband, the Earl of

Maccltifield, was not the Father

of the Child, but that he was
adulteroudy begotten by the Earl

of Riven, whofe Name was Sa-
fage,—This Declaration fhe vo-

luntarily made, Anno 1697, (in

which Year our Author was born)

in order to procure a Separation

Irom her Hufband, with whom
Hxt had lived, for fome Time, on
very uneafy Terms.—As to the

Truth of the Fad, there was no

Doubt made of it j for Lord Ri-

ven acquiefced . in her Declara-

tion, and appeared, by the Mea-
fures he took to provide for him,

to confidcr the Child as his own.
—But his Mother, who was
certainly his Mother, whoever
was the Father, had other, and

lefs natural Sentiments, with Re-
fpc£l to the Duty which all Pa-

rents owe to their Offspring.—

Strange as it miy appear, the

Countefs looked upon her Son,

from the Moment of his Birth,

with a Kind of Refentment and

S A
Abhorrence. She refolved to

difown him, and therefore com-
mitted him to the Care of a po(/i

Woman, whom flie dircfted to

educate him as her own, enjoin-

ing her never to inform him who
were his real Parents.

The haplcfs Infant, however,
was not wholly abandoned.—Tin:

Lady Mafo/i, Mother to the Coun-
tefs, took fome Charge of his E-
ducation, and placed him at a

Grammar School near St. Albam,
where he went by the Name of

his Nurle.

While he was at this School,

his Father, the Earl Riven, Was
feized with a Diftcmper which
threatened his Life; and, as h.-

lay on his Death-Bed, he wa:

deljrous of providing for this, a-

mong othen of his natnral ChiU
dren.—Accordingly he fent to the

Countefs, to enquire after her

Son ; and fhe had the monftrous

Cruelty to declare him dead /—

—

The Earl, not fufpefling that

there could exift in Nature, a

Mother who could thus caufe-

Icfsly ruin her Child, without
procuring any Advantage to hcr-

felf by io doing, believed her

wicked Report j ^nd thereupon

befto'ved upon another the Sum of
|

fix Thoufand Pounds, which he

had before bequeathed to his

Son by Lady Macckijicld.

This unnatM.al Woman did not

ftop here, in her Enmity to, and I

even Perfecution of, her Son.—
She formed a Scheme, on his

quitting the above - mentiond
School, to have him kid-napped

away to the Plantations ; but this

Contrivance was, by fome Acci-

dent, defeated.—She then hatch-

ed another Device, with the|

View of burying him in Pover-

ty and Obfcurity, for the Re-I

mainder of his Days ; and haj|

him placed with a ShocTia-,

kerl
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ker in lUUorn,—In this Station,

however, he did not Ic^g conti-

nue
J

for his Nurfe dyinp, he

went to take Care of the ElVe<fts

of his Aippofed Mother, and found

in her Boxes fome of Lndy Ma-
fon's Letters to the good Woman,
which informed young Savage of

his Birth, and the Caufc of its

Concealment.

from the Moment of^this D'.f-

covcry, it was natural for him to

grow difTat'.sficd with his Station

and Employment \nHolb:rn.— ffc

now ronceived he had a Right to

fhare in the Affluence of 1 is real

Mother, and therefore he d;rc;6>lj',

and perhaps indifcreetly, applied

to her, and made ufe of every

Art to awake her Tenderncfs and

attract h ;r Regard.—But in vain

did he folicit th'S unfeeling Pa-

rent } flie avoided him with the

ttmoft Precaution, and took Mea-
fures to prevent his ever entering

her Houfe, on any Pretence what-

ever.

Savage was at this Time fo

touched with the D.fcovevy of his

Birth, that be frequently rr.ade it

his Praftice to walk in the Even-
ing before his Mother's Door,

in the Hope of feeing her by Ac-
c'd:nt j and otten did he v,armly

fclicit her to admit him to fee

her ; but all to no Eficft,—he

could neilhcr foftcn her Heart,

nor open her Hand.

Mem time, while he was afli-

uoufly endtavourin?, to roufe the

Affeftions of a Mother, in whom
ail natural Affctnion was extinfV,

he was deflitute of the Means of

Support, and reduced to the Mi-
fc; ics of Want.—V/c are no' told

by what Means he got lid of his

Ohligatioii to the Shce-muker, or

whether he ever was y.iTiuallv

bound to him ; bvt we uu.v find

him very difierentiy empluycd,
in order to procurs u Subfiilcnce.

S A
In fliort, the Youth had Part.";,

and a f^rong Inclination towaid
ht.rary Purfuits, efpecially Po-
etry. — Neceflity, however, firft

made him an Author ; and he
was very oddly initiated into the

Myfterics of the Prefs, by a little

Poem on a very fingular Subjedt,

for fuch a Perfon as our young
Author to meddle with : iv«.
the famous Baiigorian Contro-
vcrfy, then warmly agitated by
t^e polemical Writers of that

Time.
Tiiis was, however, but a crude

Efiort of urculiivatcd Genius, of
which the Author was aftervv.ird

much :i(hamed. He then at-

tempted another Kind of Writing;
and, I't only eighteen Yenrs of
Age, offered a Comedy to the

Sra.e, entitled M'^eman's a Kid-
d e, which was refufed by the
PUyeiS} for, in Faft, the Piece

was not Savage's Property, it not

being his own Performance, but
the Work of a Lady who had
tranflated it from the Spanijh, and
given Sjvaje a Copy of it : The
Story is circumftantiallv related

in our firft Volume, under the
above - mentioned Title of this

Play.—Two Years after this, he
wrote Love in a Veil, borrcwcd
likfwil'e from the S/',7f;Jh, but

witii little better Sutcefs than lic-

foro ; for it was a£led fo late ia
the S'ear, that the Author re-

ceived !carce any other Adv.intage

from it than the Acquaintance of
Sir Ri. hard Stcc/e, and Mr.fVi/ies.,

the celebr.^ted Come J; an, by
whom he wa?. pitied, counte-
narxe:?, and relieved.—The for-

mer elpoufc i his Interert with the
moil benevolent Zeal, declaring

that tlie Inhum.anity of his Mo-
ther h.ad given him a right to

f nd every good Mnn his Father,
S:>:e/e priipofcd to have efiabliijjpd

him in a feuled Scheme of Life,
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ami to have married him to a na-

tural Daughter of his, on whom
he intended to beftow a thoufand

Pounds j but Sir Richard con-

ducted his own Affairs fo badly,

that he found too nauch Difficulty

in raifing lb confiderable a Sum

;

on which Account the Marriage

was delayed.—In the mean Time
fome officious I*erfon informed

the good-natured Knight, that his

intended Son-in-Law had ridi-

culed him
J
which, whether true

or not, fo provoked Sir Richard,

that he withdrew his Friendship

from Savage, and never after-

wards admitted him into his

Houfe.

Mr. IFiikcs, however, ftill re-

mained in his Intereft ; and even

found Means to foften the Heart

o\ Savage's Mother, fo far as to

obtain from her the Sum of fifty

Pounds, with a Promife of far-

ther Relief for this her out-caft

Offspring j but we do not find

that this Promife was performed.

Being thus obliged to depend

on Mr. H^ilkes, he become an al-

fiduous Frequenter of the Thea-
tres, and thence the Amufen,ents

of the Stage took furh Poflcffion

of his Mind, thai he was never

«bfent fiom a Play in fevcral

Years.

Jn 17.2^ he brought on the

Stai'.o his Tragedy of Sir Ihotiim

Otjetimry \ in which he himfelf

performed the principal Charac-

ter, but with (o little Reputation,

that he iifed to blot his Name
out 01' the Dramatii PerfoKff,

whi never any of the printed Co-

pic", of the Play lell into his

Hands.
—

'i'he mIioIc Profits of

this Pciformante, from the act-

ing, piinting, and the Dedica-

tion, amounted to about £, 200.

The celebrated y'/aion Hi//, Efcj;

was of gri:at Service to him in

coiie^icg and fitting this Pivu

S A
for the Stage and the Prefs j and
extended his Patronage and good
Offices ftill farther.—Savage was,
like many other Wits, a bad Ma-
nager, and was ever in Diftrefs.

As faft as his Friends raifed him
out of one Difficulty, he funk
into another ; and when he found
himfelf greatly involved, he would
ramble about like a Vagabond,
with fcarce a Shirt on his Back.
He was in one of thefe Situations

all the Time wherein he wrote
his Tragedy above - mentioned

j

without a Lodging, and often

without a Dinner : So that he
ufed to fcribble on Scraps of Pa-
per picked up by Accident, or

begged in the Shops which he oc-

cafionally ftepped into.asThough'.s

occurred to him, craving the Fa-
vour of the Pen and Ink, as it

were juft to take a Memorandum.
Mr. Hid alfo earneftly pro-

moted a Subfcription to a Volume
of Mifcellanies, by Savage ; and
likewife furnifhed Part of the
Poems of which the Volume was
compofed. — To this Mifcellany
Savage wrote a Preface, in which
he gives an Account of his Mo-
ther's Cruelty, in a very uncom-
mon Strain of Humour.
The Profits of his Tragedy and

his Mifcellanies together had now,
for a Tiine , fomowhat raifed poor

Savage, both in Civcumftdnccs

and Credit 5 fo that the World
jufl began to behold him with a

more favorable Eye than former-

ly, wlicn a Misfortune bcfel him,
by which not only his Reputation
but his Life v/as endangered.

On the 2oth of A'tv, 1727,
Mr. Savage came from Richmcrd,

V hither he had for fome Time
retired, in Order to purfue his

Studies without Interruption j anJ

aceiJenuiliy meeting with iv\>)

Aequ.iintarces, whofc Names were

Mmciant and Gregtrj^ he wm
iu
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in with them to a CofFee-houfc,

where thty fat drinking till it was

late.—He would willingly have

gone to Bed in the fame Houfe,

but there was not Room for the

whole Company, and therefore

they agreed to ramble about the

Streets, and divert themfelves

with fuch Incidents as ihould oc-

cur till Morning.—Happening to

difcover a Light in a Coffce-houfe

near CbaringCrofs, they went in

and demanded a Room.—They
were told the next Parlour would
be empty prefently ; ss a Com-
pany were then paying their reck-

oning, in order to leave it.

Merchant, not fatisfied with this

Anfwcr, abruptly rufhed into the

Room, and behaved very rudely.

This produced a Quarrel } Swords

were drawn, and, in the Confu-

fion, one Mr. yamcs Sinclair was
killed.—A Woman Servant, like-

wife, was accidently wounded by
Savage, as flie was endeavouring

to hold him.

Savage and his Companions,
being taken into Cuftody, were
tried for this Offence, and both

he and Gregory were capitally con

vi£ted of Murder.

—

Savage plead-

ed his own Caufe, and behaved

with great Refolution ; but it was
too plainly proved that he gave

Sinclair his Death's Wound, while

Gregory commanded the Sword of
the Deceafcd.

The Convidis being recondu£V«

Cil to Prifon, were heavily ironed,

and remained with no Hopes of

Life, but from the Royal Mer-
cy : But, can it be believed ! ttis

his own Mother (yes, it may be

believed of 'herJ endeavoured to

intercept.—She was now in Hopes
of entirely getting rid of him for

ever ; and that the lad Chincc
for his Life might be totally

turned againO him, Hie had the

horrible Inhumanity to Prejudice

S A
the Queen againft him, at thl$

critical Junfture, by telling her

Majefty the moft malicious Sto-

ries, and even downright Falftjoods,

of her unhappy Son ; which fo far

anfwered her diabolical Purpofe,

that for a long while the Queen
totally rejefted all Petitions that

were ofler'd to her, in Favour of

this unhappy Man.
At length, however, Compaf-

ficn raifed him a Friend, whofe
Rank and Character were too e-

minent to fall of Succefs : This
was the amiable Countefs of //^rr-

/ord, who laid before the Queen
a true Account of the extraordi*

naty Story and Sufferings of poor

Savage
i

and, in Confequence of
fuch feafonable and powerful In-

terj-.ofition in his Favour, he was
foon after admitted to Bail, and,

in March 1728, he pleaded the

Royal Pardon : To which alfo

the Petition deliver'd to his Ma-
jefty by the Lord Tyrconrel, and
the Soliicitations in his Behalf
made to Sir R. Walpole by Mrs.
OldfelJ, were not a little con-
ducive.

Tho' Misfortune made an Im-
prefTion on the Mind of the in-

difcreet Savage, it had not fuffi-

cicnt Weight with him to pro-

duce a thorough Change in his

Life and Manners.——He fcems
fattd to be wretched, throughout
the whole Courfe of his Life.—

.

He had now recovered his Liber-

ty, but he had no Means of Sub-
fjftence. — The lucky Thought
ro\v ftruck him (lucky indeed,

had he known how to have im-
proved it to tlie moft Advantage)
that he might comptl his Mother
to do fomeihing for him, and ei-
tort from her, by a Lampoon,
what flic rcfufed to natural Af-
fcftion.—He thrcatned, that he
would feverely cxpofe her, ;inil

the Expedient prgved fucrefsful.

Whaher

! i
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Whether Shame prevailed with
hir, or whether her Relations h'.d

more Delicacy than herfelf, is not

very clear, but the Event might
have made Savage ha .py for the

Remainder of his Days, had he
pofreflld but common Prudence.

—

In (hort, Lord 7ynoniie/ received

him into his Family, treated him
upon an equjl Footing, and al-

lowed him 20cl. a Year
Saiiagc was now, for once, on

the Top of Fortune's Wheel
;

but, alals ! his Head foo:i grew
giddy, h";f Brain turned, and down
he came Hiad-Jong, with fuch a

Fall a- he never could lecover.—

Fur (ome Time he lived with his

noble Friend, in the utmofl Eafe

and Affluence ; ad the World
fccmcd to fmile upon him, as

tho' he had never experienced

the fiigliteft of its Frowns.—This

Interval of Profperity fu'niflied

him v^ith Opportunities of en-

larging his Knowledge of Human
Natuu". ty contemplating Life

from its higheft Gradation to its

lowfft ; and in this gay Period of

hij D.iys, he pubhfheo the iVan-

darcr, a Moral Poem, which was

a;- proved by Mr. Popi-, and whiih

the Author himfelf conf.dered as

his Mafter - Piece.— It was ad-

drefTcd to the F.ul 'if I'yrrjnuel,

with the higlicP. Strains of Pane-

gyric— I'hel'c Praif*:;;. however,

in a fhortTime, ho found himUlf

inclined to retraft, being dif-

cardcdbythc Noblemiuoii whom
he had brfiowcd them.

Thp Caufealhgncd byhisl.ord-

ftiip, for wiwiihawin}?, his Protec-

tion Uum this ill-fated Ma"i, was,

that i>ai'age v..i:, guihy of the

noft iii.' ntious B..h.»vioiir, inlro-

ducif'tr Company into his Houle,

\vi>h vvhoin hr piaftiledthc moll

hcentio'.i' Froliis, nnd committed

i'.;l theOutiapes of Diunkcnnds

:

Moreover, that he pawned or fold

S A
the Books of which his Lrrdfhip

had made him a Prefe;it, fo tint

he had often the Mortification to

fee them expofed to Sale upon
Stalls.—On the other Hand, ^a-

•vagc a Hedged, that Lord lyrcci^ncl

quarreTd with lijm, becaufe he

would not fubftraft from h'S ow rv

Luxury, what he had promifed.

to allow him ; but this is by no

Means probable.—Our Author's

known Character pleads too

ftrongly againft him ; for his

Conduit was ever fuch as n ade

all his Friends, fooncr or lavr,

grow weary of him j and even

forced moft of them tj become
his Enemies.

Being thus once more turned

adrift u on the Woild, Suvags,

whofc Paflions were very ftrong,

and whofe Gratitude was very

fnall, became cxtrcrricly dilig'nt

in cxpcfing the Faults of Lord
Tyrci/nnel ; and he, moreover,

now tlioupht himfelf again at Li-

berty to take his Revenge upon

his Mother. Accord. ngly, he
wrote Th PaJIardy a I'oem, re-

marf<r.Me for the Vivatity in

the Bjg.nning, (where he ftiitly

enumerates the imaginary Advan-
tages of b.tfe Birth) and for the

pathetic Condufion, wherein he

recoimts the realCalamitics which

he fuftered by the Crime of his

Parents —1 he Reader will net

be difplpafed with a Tranfcript of

fome of the Li cs, in the Open-

ing of the Poem, a; a Spetimen

of this Writer's Spirit and Maa>
ncr of Verfificaiion.

Blejl hi the PaprJ's Bird!
tbro' wof(tracts />' uys,

He p.<itus exctntiic like a Ctmet'i

fl/ame.

Noftckty Fruit offaint Cen:f;\

aiice be
;

lit I fiamp'd in Nature* X Mint
j

'ivitb Lxtafy I
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He lives to build, not boaji a

geti'rons Race
\

No tenth Tranjmitter of afooliJJj

Face.—
ift", kindlingfrom luithin requires

no Flame,

ITc glories irt a Bajiard's glowing

Name.
—•Nature's unbounded Son, be

/lands alone,

Ills Heart unbiased, and bis Mind
bis own,

—0 Mother ! yet no Mother I—
*tis to you

My Thanks for fuch d:Jlinguip*d

Claims axe due.

This Poem had an extraordinary

Sale ; and its Appearance hap-
pening at the Time when his

Mother was at Bath, many Per-

fons there took frequent Oppor-
tunities of repeating PafTages from
the Bajlard in her hearing j fo

that ihc was obliged to ^y the

Place, and take Shelter in Lon-
don,

Some Time after this, Savage
formed the Refoiution of apply-

ing to the Queen j who, having
once given him Life, he hoped
flie might farther extend her
Coodnefs to him, by enabling
him to fupport it.— With this

View he publifljcd a Poem on
her Birth -Day, which he entitled

The rolunteer - Laurec*.-—Wt had
not, at that Time, one Friend to

prefent his Vcrfes to her Majeftyj
who, nevcrthclels, fent him fifty

Pound"*, with an Intimation that

he might annually cxpctil the

fame Bounty.——According he
continued to pay her Majefty this

Compliment on every enfuing

l?iith-Day, and had the Honour
of prefenting his Compofitions,
and of kining her Majefty's Hand.

But Satire was rather his Turn
than Panepyrick ; and, among o-

I

liie^r.xcrcites of his Piupenfity tills

S A
Way, was a Lampoon upon the

Clergy, with a View to expofe

the Bilhop of London, who was
then engaged in a Difpute with

the Lord Chancellor, which, be-

ing the Subject of general Con-
verfation, furniflied So'uage with

a popular Topic.—The Piece was

entitled the Progrefs of a Divine^

in which he painted the Charader
of a profligate Prieft in fuch odious

Colours, as drew ppon him the

utmoft Refcntment of the Eccle-

fiaftics ; who endeavoured to tak«

their Revenge on him by a Pro-

fecution in the Kiug's - Bench for

Obfccnity, in Regard to fomc
Pafl*ages in th s Performance.—
In Anfwer to this Charge Savage

juftly pleaded that he had only

introduced obfcenc Ideas with the

View of expofing them to Detef-

tation, and of difcouraging Vice

by flicwing its Deformity,—As
the Redtitude of this Plea wa«

obvious, it was readily admitted

by Sir Philip Torke, afterwards

Lord Ciiancellor, who then pre-

fided in that Court ^ and who ac-

cordingly difmifled the Informal

tion.

But, the' Savage found fo ma-
ny Friends, and ha 1 fo many Re-
fources and Supplies, he was ever

in Diftrefsi—The CJu^een's annual

Allowance was nothing to a Man
of his ftrange and Angular Extra-

vagance.—His ufual Cuflom was,

as foon as he had received hit

PenGon, to difappear witli it, and

fccrete himfelf from iiis moft in-

timate Friends, till every Shilling

of the fifty Pounds was fpent
j

which done, he again appeared,

pcnnylcfs as before : But he would
riever inform any Pcrlon where
he had been, nor in what Man-
ner his Money had been difli-

patcd.—From the Reports, how-
ever, of fomc who found Means
ts |ici)C(rate his Haunts, it would

fccm

::
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feem that he expended both his times in Cellars, amidft the Rlrt
Time and his Cafh in the moft and Fihh ot the moft proRigate
fordid and defpicable Senuiality

j
of the Rabble j and not feldom

particularly in eating and drink- would he walk the Streets 'till Jie

Ing, in which he would indulge
in the moft unfocial M;mner,
fitting whole Days and Nights by
himfelf, in obfcure Houfes of
Entertainment, over his Bottle
and Trencher, immerfed in Filih
and Sloth, with fcarce decent Ap-
parel

J
generally wrapped up in a

Horfeman's great Coat j and, on

was weary, and then lie down (in

Summer) on a Bulk, or (in Win-
ter) with his Aflbciatcs, among
the Aftjes of a Glafs Houfc.

V'et, amidft all this Penury and

Wretchednefs, had this Man fo

much Pride, fo high an Opinion

of his own Merit, that he ever

kept up his Spirits, and was al-

the whole, with his very homely ways ready to leprefs, with Scorn
Countenance, and altogether, ex- and Contempt, the leaft Appear
hibiting an Objedl the moft dif-

gufting to the Sight, if not to

fome other of the Senfes.

His Wit and Parts, however,
ftill raifed him new Friends, as

faft as his Mifbehavlour loft him
hio old ones ; and Sir R. JVa/po/e,

the Prime Minifter, was warmly
follicited in his Favour. But,
tho' Promifes were made, no-
thing more than Promifes were
obtained, from that celebrated

Statefman : Whether it was that

ibme Enemy to Savage hinted to

Sir Robert, that any Thing done
for that unhappy Man, would be

a mere Waftc of Benevolence,

and Charity utterly thrown away
;

or, to whatever Caufe it was
owing, certain it is, that our
Author's Difappointment, with
Refpcfl to his Expedtations from
this Minifter, could not proceed

fronv any Want of Generofity in

Sir Robert, who was confeftcdly a

moft munificent Patron , and
bounteous Rewardcr of literary

Merit
J

cfpecially where Men cf

Letters employed their Talents in

his Service.

His Poverty ftill incrcafing, he
was even reduced fo low, as to be

deflitute of a Lodging ; infomuch
that he often paflTed his Nights in

tliciV rrcan Houfes which arc fet

t^en for cafual Wanderers j fumc-

ance of any Slight or Indignity

towards himfelf, in the Beha-

viour of his Acquaintance ; a-

mong whom he looked upon none

as his Superiour : He luculd be

treated as an equal, even by Per-

fons of the higheft Rank ! We
have an Inftance of this prepof-

terous and inconfiftent Pride, in

his refufing to wait upon a Gen-
tleman who was defirous of reliev-

ing him when at the loweft Ebb
of Diftrcfs, only becaufe the Mef-

fage fignified the Gentleman's

Defire to fee him at nine o'Cloik

in the Morning : Savage could

not bear that nny one fhould pre-

fume to prefcribe the Hour of

his Attendance ; and therefore

he abfolutely reje£led the proffcr'd

Kindnefc.

This Life, unhappy as it may

be already imagined, was yet ren-

dered more unhappy, by the Death

of the Queen, in 1738 j which

Stroke deprived him of all Hcpcj

from the Court. — His Peiilion

v;is dlfcontlnued, and the info-

icnt Manner in which he detrsr.d-

ed of Sir Robert Walpole, to have

it reftorcd, for ever cut eft'' tiu'

confiderable Supply ; which p f-

fibly had been only delayed, anJ

might have been recovered by

proper Application.

His Diltr«ls now became f^

grut,

n.
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great, and fo notorious, that a

Scheme was at length concerted

for procuring him a permanent

Relief.— It w.<s propofed that he

ftcnild retire into IVuhi., with an

Allowance of 50 1. per ^^rn, on
which he was to live privately, in

a cheap Place, for ever quoting

his Town-Haunts and rcfigning

all farther Prctcnfions to Fame.
This Offer he fecmed gladly to

accept, but his Intentions weie

only to deceive his Friends, by

retiring for a while, to write an-

other Tragedy, and then to return

with it to l.ovdon, in order to

biing it upon ihe Stage.

In 1 739, he fet out for Swanfey

in the Brtjiot Stage- Coach, and
was furnilhed with 15 Guineas
to bear the Expence of his Jour-

ney.—But, on the 14th Day af-

ter his Departure, his Friends

anj Benefadtors, the principal of

whom was no other than the great

Mr. Popf, who expefted to hear

of his Arrival in ff'alis, were fur-

prized with a Letter from Savage^

informing them that he was yet

upon the Road, and could not

proceed for Want of Money.

—

There was no other Remedy than

a Remittance j w hich was fent

him, and by the Help of which
he was enabled to reach Brijiol

j

from whence he was to proceed

to Sivarify by Water.—At Brif-

td, however, he found an Em-
bargo laid upon the Shipping ; To

thut he could not immediately

obtain a PaflTagc.—Here, there-

fore, being obliged to ftay for

fome Time, he, with his ufual

Facility, Co ingratiated- himfelf

with the prinr,-"'' Inhabitants,

that he was frequently invited to

their Houfes, diltinguiflied at their

public Eritertainments, and treat-

rd with a Regard that highly

gratified his Vanity, and there-

S A
fore eafily engaged his Atfec-
tions. — At lei)y,th, with great
Reluclance, hep: ceded to 574,2,;-

/ffy, v\ here he live- iljoutuYear,
very mucli diilatisfitd uith the
Diminution of his Salary; for he
had, in his Letters, treated his
Contributors fo infolently, that
moft of them withdrew their Sub-
fcriptions.—Here he finished his
Tragedy, and refolved to return
with it to London

'j which was
ftrenuoufly oppofed by his great
and conftant Friend Mr. Pope

;

who propofed that Sa'vage fliould

-put this Play into the Hands of
Mr. Tbomjon and Mr. Mallet, in
order that they might fit it for
the Stage, that his Friemis fliould

receive the Profits it might bring
in, and that the Author (hould
receive the Produce by Way of
Annuity.—This kind and prudent
Scheme was reje(fled by Saviige^

with the utmoft Contempt.' .

He declared he would not Aib-
mit his Wotks to any one's Cor-
reftion ; and that he would no
longer be kept in leading Strings.

Accordingly he foon returned to
Bripl, in his Way to London

j
but at Briflolt meeting with a
Repetition of the fame kind
Treatment he had before found*
there, he was tempted to make a
fecond Stay in th:it opule- ' City,

for fome Time.—Here he was 3-

gain not only carefled and treat-

ed, but the Sum of thirty Pounds
was raifed for him, with which
it had been happy if he had im-
mediately departed for London:
But he never conrids»*ed that a

frequent Repetition of fuch Ktnd-
nefs was not to be expelled, and
that it was poflible to tire out the
Generofity of his Brijiol Friends,
as he had before tired his Friends
every where clfc—In fliort, he
remained here, till his Company
was no longer welcome.— His

Vifits

,11
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Vifits in every Family were too

often repeated i
his Wit had loft

its Novelty, and his irregular Be-

haviour grew troublcfome.—Ne-
ceflity came upon him before he

was aware 5 his Money was fpent,

his Cloaths worn out, his Appear-

ance was ftabby, and his Pre-

fence was difgultful at every I'a-

ble.—He now began to find every

Man fron- Home, at whofc Houfe

he called, and he found it diffi-

cult to obtain a Dinner.—Thus
reduced, it would have been pru-

dent in him to have withdrawn

from the Place } but Prudence

and Savage were never acquaint-

ed.—He ftaid, in the Midft of

Poverty, Hunger and Contempt,

till the Miftrcfs of a Coffee-Houfe,

to whom he owed about eight

Pounds, arretted him for the Debt,

He remained for fome Time, at

a great Expencc, in the Houfe of

the Sheriff's Officer, in Hopes of

procuring Bail j which Expence

he was enabled to defray, by a

Prefent of five Guineas, from

Mr. Nap at Bath. No Bail,

however, was to be found j fo

that poor Savage was at laft lodg-

ed in Nctvgate, a Prilon fo named
in Brijioh

But it was the Fortune of this

extraordinary Mortal, always to

find moreFriends than he dcferved.

The Keeper of the Prifon took

Companion on him, and greatly

foftened the Rigours of his Con-

finement, by every Kind of In-

dulgence ; he fupported him at

his own Table, gave him a com-

modious Room to himfelf, al-

lowed him to ftand at the Door

of the Goal, and even frequently

took him into the Fields, for the

Benefit of the Air and Exercife :

So that, in Reality, Savage en-

dured fewer Hardftips in this

Place, than he had ufually fuf>

S A
fer'd, during the greateft Part of

his Life.

While he remained in this not

intolerable Prifon, his Ingratitude

again broke out, in a bitter Sa-

tire on the City of Brijiol, to

which he certainly owed great

Obligations, notwithftanding the

Circumftances of his Arreft,

which -was but the Aft of an in-

dividual, and that attended with

no Circjmftances of Injuftice or

Cruelty.—This Satire he entitled

London and Brijiol Compared } and

in it he abufed the Inhabitants of

the latter, with fuch a Spirit of

Refentment, that the Reader

would imagine he had never re-

ceived any other than the moil

injurious Treatment in that Ci-

ty.—But this is ever the Beha-

viour of ungrateful People.—If a

thoufand Favours are bcftowed on

them, and afterwards but the

fmalleft Offence is given, all the

previous Obligations are immedi-
ately cancel'd, and the fingle Of-

fence, perhaps too an imaginary

one, is returned with as much
Rancour and Refentment, as if

no Aft of Friendfliip or Kindncfs

had ever exifted, or had the leaft
|

Right to be brought into the Ac-

count:— As tho' Injuries only, I

whether real ( fuppofed, ought

to be remembf .'d, and Favours to

be as readily forgot, as they wercj

liberally confer'd !

When Savage had remained a-

bout fix Months in this hofpitablcj

Prifon, he received a Letter fromi

Mr. Pope, (who ftill continued lol

allow him zol. a Year) contain-l

ing a Charge of very attrocious|

Ingratitude.—^What were the Par-

ticulars of this Charge, wc arcl

not informed j but, from the nol

torious Charafter of the Manl
there is Reafr . to fear that SA
vage was but too juflly accufdJ

Hfi
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the greateft Part of

remained in this not

rifon, his Ingratitude

out, in a bitter Sa-

City of Brijlol, to

ertainly owed great

notwithftanding the

ES of his Arreft,

3Ut the Aft of an in-

d that attended with

lances of Injuftice or

'his Satire he entitled

Brifiol Compared •, and

fed the Inhabitants of

with fuch a Spirit of

:, that the Reader

jine he had never re-

'
other than the moll

'reatment in that Ci-

his is ever the Beha-

igrateful People.—If a

avours are bcftovi-ed on

1 afterwards but the

[fence is given, all the

Ibligations are immedi-

I'd, and the fingle Of-

laps too an imaginary

:turned with as much

ind Rcfentment, as if

Friendftiip or Kindncfs

:xiftcd, or had the leaft

le brought into the Ac-

As tho' Injuries only,

•eal ( fuppofed, ought

:mbf.'d, and Favours to

ily forgot, as they were

onfer'd 1

lavage had remained a-

[onths in this hofpitable

received a Letter from

(who ftill continued to

20 1. a Year) contain-

argc of very attrocious

c.—What were the Par-

this Charge, wc art

,ed
J
but, from the no-

!haraacr of the Man,|

Reafc . to fear that Si

but too juftly accufcd.

S A
He, However, folennnly protcfted

his innocence j but he was very

unufually afteftcd on this Occa-

fion.—In a few Days after, he

was felzed with a Diforder, which

at firft was not fufpefted to be

dangerous } but, growing daily

more languid and dejefted, at

lail a Fever feized him, and he

expired on the firft of ^ug"ft*

1743, in the 46th Year of his

Age.

Thus lived, and thus died,

Richard Savage^ Efq.; leaving be-

hind him a Charaftcr ftrangely

chequered with Vices and good

Qualities.—Of the former we
have feen a Variety of Inftances

in this Abflraft of his Life; of

the latter, his peculiar Situation

in the World> gave him but few
Opportunities of making any con-

fiderable Difplay.—He was, how-
ever, undoubtedly a Man of ex-

cellent Parts ; and, had he re-

ceived the full benefits of a li-

beral Education, and had his na-

tural Talents been cultivated to

the befl Advantage, he might
have made a rcfpeftable Figure

in Life,—He was happy in an

agreeable Temper, and u lively

Flow of Wit, which made his

Company much coveted ; nor was
his Judgment, both of Writings

and of Men, inferior to his Wit,
but he was too much a Slave to

his Pnilions, and his Pafliuns

were too eafily excited.—He was

warm in his Friendfliips , but

implacable in his Enmity
j

and his greateft Fault, which
is indeed the greateft of all

Faults, was Ingratitude——He
feemed to think every Thing due
ito his Merit, and that he was
little obliged to any one for thofc

[Favours Avhich he thought it

:hcir Duty ic confer on him : It

ps therefore the lefs to be won-
Icr'd at| that he never rightly

$ c
cftimated the Kindncfs of his

many Friends and Bcnefadlors,

or prefcrvcd a grateful and due
Senfe of their Gcnerofity towards
him.

The dramatic Works of this

unhappy Bard, which are only

two in Number, have been al-

ready mentioned ; but we muft,

in Conformity to our Method,
here recapitulate them

:

1. Love in a f^eil. Comt from
the Spantjb.

2, Sir Thomas Ovxrbvry.
Trag.

To which may be added the Tra-
gedy which he finiflied during hit

Refidence in H^aies, and which
was a kind of Supplement to his

firft Tragedy j being alfo founded
on the Story of Overbury.—It is

not certain what became of thi|

Piece, nor into whofe Hands it

fell at the Author's Death.

Saunders, Mr. Charlfs.~-\

young Gentleman, who lived in

the Reign of King CharUi II,

whofe Wit, Langbaine informs
us, began to bud as early as that

of the incomparable Cowley ; and
was like him a King's Scholar at

tVeJlmitiJier School, at the Time
;hat he wrote a Play, viz.,

Tamerlane the Great. Trig.
Mr. Banki has complimented our
young Author in a Coj)y of Vcrles

prefixed to thib I'!-^, and Mr.
Drydtn did him the Honour of
writing tho Prologue to it.—Whe-
ther the Stroke of Fate deprived

the World foon of this proniifmg

Genius wc know not, but there

are no later Fruits of it on Re-
cord in the dramatic Lifts.

Scott, Mr. Thomas, was edu-

cated at lVeJ}mitiJ}'r School, from
whence he was removed to chc

Univcrfity of Car^i'tiJp'^ in the

Reign of King A/V/:.«;w III. md,
during the latter Parr t.f(^;r(.n

I

Rc;fc;n,
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S E
to the Earl of Boxburgb.—He was
Author of the following dramatic

Pieces,

1. Mock Marriage, Com*
2. Unhappy Marriage, Trag.

3. Unhappy Kindneji, Trag
The two laft, however, are no
more than the fame Play, under

two different Titles, whence dif-

ferent Writers have n^iftakenly

mentioned it in their Cata-

logues.—The latter of them is its

real Title.

S E D L B V, Sir Charles, Bart.

one of the gay Wits that enli-

vened the pleafurable Co«rC of
King Chaylcs the Second, was
Grandfon of Sir William Sedlcy,

Bart, the munificent Founder of
the Sedkian Lcfture of Natural

Philofophy at Oxford, and Son of
Sir John Stdfey, of Aylcifcrd in

Ketity Bart, by his Wife Elixa-

betby Daughter and Heir of Sir

Hcvry Sofville, Knt. the learned

Warden of Merlcn College in Ok-

ford, and Provoft of Eton.— Sir

Charles was born about the Year

3639 j and, after a proper Foun-
dation of Grammar Learning,

was fcnt to Oxford, where he was
admitted a Fellow Commoner of

JVadbam College, in Lent Term,
1655-6.—But he left the Uni-
vcrfity without taking any De-
gree, and, retiring into his own
Country, lived privately there,

out of Humour, as it /hould fceni,

with the governing Powers, till

the Rcftoration of tV-^;. II. when
he came to London, in Order to

join in the general Jubilee, the

Gaiety of which was both agrcc-

aVlc to his Years, and exactly

fuit.iblc to his TaOi! .ind Tern-

jcr.—He wr.F foon introduced to

the King, and it was not long

bttore they, who recommended
bim to his Majcfty, found ihey

h;^ ti:i.'i(.by, in loine Mcarme,
itiw^ilar.ttd then<lwivcs. —— Sir

S E
Cbtrles had ;'uch a diflingui/bingly

polite F)! fs in his Manner and
ConvL ;.i.. 'I, as Tct him higher

in the Ro)al Net e and Favour,

than any of the Courtiers his

Rivals, nofwithftardin^ they all

aimed at the fame Turn, and
fome of them *

•
» n excelied in it.

In the View 1 heightening their

Pleafures, our Author, anu)ng

the reft, did not negleft to exert

his Talents in Wr ting— The
Produftions of his Pen were fome
Plays, and feveial delicately ten-

der amorous Poems, in which the

Softnefs of the Verfes ;< fo ex-

quifite, as to be calu u by the
Duke of Buckingham f Sedley^t

Witchcraft.——-'* 7'here weve no
*' Marks of Genius or true Po-
** etry to be defcried ( fay the Au-
'* thors of the Biographia Britan-
" tiica) the Art wholly confifted

"In raifing loofe ^ h ughts and
" lewd Defircs, without giving
" any Alarm, and fo the Poifon
*' worked gently and irrefiftibly.

** Our Author, we may be fure,

" did not efcape the Infection of

*' his own Art, or rather was firll

** tainted himfelf, before he
*« fpread the Infeftion to others,"

A very ingenious Writer of the

prefent Day , however, fpeaks

much more favorably of Sir

Charhi Sedlrys Writings. " He
1

<' ftudicd human Nature, and was 1

" diftinguifljed for the Art of|

" making himfelf agreeable, par-

** ticularly to the Ladies j for the I

*« Verfes of Lord Rochejier, be-

"* ginning with, Sedley has that\

** prevailing gentle Art, &C fo cf-

** ten quoted, allude not to his I

*' Writings, but to hit peij^mA
** Addrtjs:'' LAftGKOkliX't£J\
fufonSyScc.

Dillblutenefs and Debauchery

|

were the fcandalous Charafleril-

tits of the Times, and it was Sitj

Charkii Ambition to diftinguiAJ

hinttcl/l
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ch a difl!ngu;fl>ingly

s in his Manner and

, as <ct him higher

Ntt e and Favour,

the Courtiers his

ithftardint they all

e fame Turn, and

r\ c t fi excelied ir it.
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I heightening their

)ur Author, anu)ng

not negleft to exert

in Wr ting -The
of his Pen were fome

cveial delicately tcn-

Foems, in which the

the Verfes .' fo ex-

to he cahi u by the

Buckingham , SeJIey's

" There wevc no

Genius or true Po-

jdefcried (fay the Au-

:he Biographia Britan-

: Art wholly confifted

g loofe I h ughts and

;fires, without giving

m, and fo the Poifon

gently and irrefiftibly.

hor, we may be fure,

efcape the Irfeftion of

Art, or rather was firft

himfelf, before he

le Infe£lion to others."

ngenious Writer of the

ay , however, fpeaks

ire favorably of Sir

//f/s Writings. " He

luman Nature, and was

(hed for the Art of|

bimjclf agreeable, par-

to the Ladies} for the

of Lord RochejUer, be-

with, Sedley has tbat\

,g gentle Art, &c fo cf-

ited, ?.ll"de not to his

but to hi« perf^fldl

LANCKOKNE'ii"/'

te.ncfs and Debauchery
|

fcandalous Charaaeril-

; Times, and it was Siil

mbition to diftinguiflil

himicl

S E
himfelf among the Foremoft in

the Falhion.—In Junt 1663, our

Author, Lord Buckburji, and i-ir

Thomas Ogle, were convent d at a

Public Houfe in Bow-Strta, Co'

vent-Garden^ and, being cnflamcd

with ftrong Liquors, they went

up to the Balcony belonging to

that Houfe, and there fliewed in-

decent Poftures, and gave great

OflTence to the PaiTengers in the

Street, by very unmannerly Dif-

chargcs upon them ; w hich done,

Scdley Gripped himfelf naked, and

preached to the People in a grofs

and fcandalous manner : Where-
upon a Riot being railed, the Mob
became clamorouS| and would

have forced the Door next to the

Street; but being oppofed, the

Preacher and his Company were

driven from the Balcony, and the

Windows of a Room into which
they retired were broken by the

Mob.—The Frolic bein;; foon re-

ported abroad, and as Perfuns of

FaiHion were concerned in ir, it

was fo much the more aggravated.

The Company were fummoncd to

appear before a Court of Jufli.e

in WePminJier-Hall, where, being

indi£led for a Riot, they were all

fined, and our Author was fcn-

tenced to pay 500 1.

After this Affair Sir Charla
took a more ferious Turn, ap-

plied himfelf to Bufinefs, and be-

came a Member of Parliament,

in which he was a frequent Spea-
ker,—We find him alfo in the

Houfe of Commons in the Reign
of Jamet IL whofe Attempts up-
on the Conftitution he .vi^orouHy

withftood.—When the Defeat of
the Rebels under the Duke of

Menmouth, made it ncccflary, in

the Language of the Court, to

have a ftanding Army, it was op-
pofed ftrongly by the Gentlemen
of the Country Party, among
whom w«e the Earl of Dorftr,

S E
and Sir Charles Sedley, one of

which bore a ^..at Sway in ths

Houfe of Peers, and the other in

that of the Commons.—TUelr
Jntereft was fo confideiable il

both, efpecially Sir Charles Scd-

hys, that the King, forcfeeing

it would be a Woric of the great-

eft Difficulty, to gain their Con-
fent for the Payment of more
Troops tlian what were upon the

Eftablifiimcnt cf the laft Reign>

contented himfelf with dropping

the Puifuit of it, by a DiUohiticn

of the Parliament.— In the fan.e

Spirit, our Patriot was very ac-

tive in bringing on the Revolu-
tion.—This was thought mom
extraordinary, as iie had received

Favours from yames: But that

Prince had taken a Fancy to Sir

Charles's Daughter, (tho' it feems

fhe was not vcr) handfome) and,

in Confcquence of his Intrigues

with her, he created Mifs SeJ.'

y

Coun'cfs ui UiicUJl r.—This Ho-
nour, lu far from pl'.cllng, great-

ly fTjOtl.cd ^ArCiar'iS.—Hu«'c»er

Lilcttine himfelf had been, yet

he could net bear the Thouglits

of his Diu^hter's Diflionour
j

and, with Regard to this her Ex-
altation, he only confidcrid it as

rendering hei mote conrplcuoiidy

infamous.——He therefore con-

ceived a Hatred for the King,
and from this, as well as otl.f'r

Motives, readily, joined t«difpof-

fefs him of the Throne.
A witty Saying of S:dley\, on

this Occafion, is recorded. ** I

*' hate Ingratitiuic , faid Sir
* Charles ; and therefore, as the
" King has made my Daughter a
" Countefs, I will endeavour to
•< mal.c his Daughter a Queen j"

meaning the Princefs Mltry, mar-
ried to the Prince of Orjw^?, -.'ho

difpoficlfed James of the Throne,
at the ever-glorious Revolution.

Sir Charles lived many Years

[ £ e 2 j after
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S E
after the Revolution, in full Pof-

fcfllon of his Wit and Humour,
and was, to the la&, an agreeable

Companion.—He died at a good
old Age, about the Year 1722,
when his Works were published,

in two Volumes, 8vo,

His dramatic Writings arc,

1. The Mulberry Garden. C.
2. Anthonv and Cleopa-

tra. Trag.

3. BsLtAMiRA, or the Mif-
treft. Com.

4. Beauty the Cor^utror, or the

Death of Mark Anthony.

Trag.

5. The Grumbler. Com. three

Aas.
6. The 'tyrant King o/Ck e T E ,

Trag.

Settle, Elkanabf Son of

Jofepb Settle of Dunftable in Bed-
ford/hire, was born in 1648 ; and

in the 1 8th Year of his Age wa
entered Commoner of Trin. Coll,

Oxsn
J
but he quitted the Univer-

fj'y without raking any Degree,
and came to Lcndcnt where he
applied himfelf to the Study of
Poetry j in which he lived to

make no inconfiderable Figure.

Finding the Nation divided be-

tween the Opinions of Whig and
Tory, he thought proper, onfirft

fetting out in Life, to join the

Whigs, who were then, though
the Minor, yet a powerful Party,

and in Support of whih he em-
ployed his Talents as a Writer.

Afterwards, if we may credit the

Oxrord Antiquary, Settle changed
Sides, turned Tory, and wrote

for that Party with as much Zeal

as he had formerly fliewn for the

Intcrert of the Whigs j by which
we fee that Politicians, as well

as Patriots, were made of the

fame Sort of Stuff" in thofe Times,

as in the prefent.—He alfo wrote

an Heroic Poem on the Corona-

tion of the high and mighty M«-

S E
narch yames II. 16$^, com*
menced a Joiunalift for the Court,

and published Weekly an EfTay

in Behalf of the Adminiftration.

If Settle was capable of thus

meanly writing for, or againft a

Party, as he was hired, he muft
have been totally devoid of all

Principles of Honour ; but, as

there is no other Authority for

it than TVocd's, the Reader may
give what Credit hepleafes to the

Report,

Mr. Settled dramatic Works
are.

1. The Etnprefs 0/ Monoc CO,

Trag. This Play was aftcd

at,Court, as appears by the

two Prologues, which were

both fpoken by the Lady
Elizabeth Howard i the firft

was written by the Earl of

Mulgrave, the other by Lord
Rocbcjler : When it was per-

formed at Court, the Lords

and Ladies of the Bed-Cham-
ber played in it,^~Dryden,

Sbadtoell and Cre^vne, how-
ever, wrote againft it, which
began a famous Controverfy

among the Wits of the|

Town,
2. Love and Revenge, Trag,

Printed in 4to, 1075,

3. Cambvses, AT/Vff o/'Per-

siA. Trag. Written 'm\

Heroic Verfe.

4. The Conqueji of China hA
Me Tar TARS. Trag. 4to.

1676. written alfo in Heroic
|

Verfe.

5. Ibrahim, the IlluJlriouiX

Bajpi. Trag, in Heroic!

Verfe. 1677,

6. Pafior Bido, or the Faithful\

Shepherd. Paftoral. Thisl

is Sir Richard Fanlbanu'il

Tranflation from the Italianl

ofGuarini improved,—Thisl

and the four precedingi

Pieces, were all afted at thel

DukJ
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s 11. i68<. com-

irnalift for the Court,

:d Weekly an Effay

the Adminiftratioiii

as capable of thus

ing for, or againfl a

; was hired, he muft

totally devoid of all

jf Honour J
but, as

, other Authority for

,<rs, the Reader may

Iredit hepleafes to the

'/e's dramatic Works

Emprefs o^ Morocco.
This Play was aftcd

irt, as appears by the

'rologucs, which were

fpoken by the Lady

heth Howard I
the firft

rrittcn by the Earl of

'dve, the other by Lord

fler : When it was per-

:d at Court, the Lords

adiesoftheBed-Chara-

laycd in it.

—

DrydeHf

veil and Crowne, how-

wrote againft it, which

. a famous Controverfy

g the Wits of the

• attd Revenge* Trag,

ed in 4to. 1675.

^BVSEs, ^/wifo/P**'
Trag. Written m

ic Verfe.

Conqueji c/ China <5jf

'a R TAR 8. Trag. 4^0.

i. written alfo in Heroic

e.

A HIM, the Illuftnoui

h. Trag. in Heroic

Te. 1677- ,-,
hr Fido, or the Tatthm

,berd. Paftoral. ThisI

Sir Richard Fati/baiv'il

nflation from the Italifl

'uaritii improved.—ThisT

the four precedingi

tes were all aftcd at thel

Duktf
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Duke ofTork's Theatre.—
The Firft was likcwifeadled

at the fame Theatre, as well

as at Court.

7, Fatal Love, or the Forced In-

conftancy, Trag, 1680.

8, The Female Prelate, being the

Hiftory of the Life and Death
ofPope^fldw. Trag. 1680.

9, The W«>o/ Morocco. T.
1682.

10. DiftreJJed Innocence, or the

Friticefs 0/ Vzrsia, Trag.

This Play was afted with

Applaufe ; the Author ack-

nowledges his Obligations to

Betterton, for fome .valuable

Hints in this Play, and that

Mr. Mountford vitoit the laft

Scene of it.

ii. The Ambitioui Slave, or A
generous Revenge. Trag.

a£tcd with Succcfs .U the

Theatre-Royal, 4to. 1694.
No. 7, 8, 9 and 10 were
likewife adled at the fame
Theatre.

12. The JVorld in the Moon. A
Dramatic Comic Opera, per-

formed at the Theatre in

Dorfct'Qarden, 1 698.

13. City Rambler, or the Play-

houfe IJ^edding. Com. a£ted

at the Thcatrc-Royal.

J 4, The Virgin Propheteft, or the

Fate of Troy. An Opera,

performed 1701.

J 5 , The Ladies i'riuntph. A Co-
mic Opera, prcfentcd at the

Theatre \n Lincoln s- Inn

-

Fields, bySuisfcription, 1710.

This Author had a Penfion

from the City, for an annual Pa-
negyric to celebrate* the Feftival

of the Lord Mayor j in Confe-
qucnce of which he wrote various

Poems, called 'Triumphs for the

Inauguration of the Lord Mayor.—
Befides his dramatic Pieces, he
publiftcd many occafional I'ucms,

addreflied to his Patrons. ~- He

S E
died in the Gbarter-Houfe, 1724 \

fome Months before his Deceafe,

he offered a Play to the Managers
of the Theatre-Royal in Drury-
Lane, but he lived not to bring
it on the Stage : It was called.

The Expuljion of the Danes from
Britain.

Skwell, Dr. C7«rff.—This
Author was born, in wxiai Year
we know not, at the College
of Windfor, of which Pl.Ke his

Father, Mr. John Seviell, was
Treafurer and Chapter Clerk—
He received his early Education
at Eton School, but was after-

wards fent to the Univerfity of
Cambridge, where he was entered

of Peter-Houfe College, and there

took the Degree of Batchelor of
PhyfiC.—From thence he went
over to L-ydtn, where he ftudicd

under the famous Dr, Boerhaave,
and, on his Return to London,
pra£lifed Phyfick in that Metro*
polis for feveral Years with very
good Succefs. At length, to-
wards the lattcrPartof Iws Life,

he retired to Hampftcad, wheie
he continued the iVaftice of his
Profeflion till the Year 1726^ on
the 8th of Feb. in which he de-
parted this Life, and was buried

'^vHampfiead.

He wus a Man of an amiable
Dilpolition, and greatly efteemcd
among his Acquaintance.—In his

Political Principles he was in-
clined to the Tory Party, which
might in fome Meafure be the
Reafon of Jiis being fo wiirm an
Antagor-ift to the Bifliop of Sa-
UJi-ury, whofc Zeal had fo emi-
nently exerted itfelf in the Caufc
of the Whigs.—As an Author,

, he was undoubtedly ponefTed of a
coniiiierabic Share of Gcniu,-, and
wrote in Concert with feveral of
hks Cotcmjiorary Gcniufc?, parti-

cularly in the Sp, Baton and Tat-
len, in il.e fifth Volume of the

[ E « 3 J latter.
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lUter, and the ninth of the for-

mer of which he was princi-

pally concerned, as alfo in the

Tran(lation of the Metamotphojes

of Ovtd, with Dr. Garth and o-

thers.-—He has left only one dra-

matic Piece behind him, which
met with good Succefs at firfl,

but has not been a£lcd for feveral

Years paft, entitled,

Sir Wa lter Raleioh.
Trag.

S H A Dw E L t , Mr. Charles,'^

This Gentleman, Jacob tells us,

was Nephew to the Poct-Laureat,

whofe Life we (hall record in the

next Article.—But Cbetiuood, in

his Britijb ^Theatrtf makes him
more nearly related, being, as he

fays, his younger Son.—He en-

joyed a Port in the Revenue in

Oubliriy in which City he died on

the 1 2th of Auguft 1726.—He
wrote fevcn dramatic Pieces, the

Titles of which are,

I . Fair S^ioJkcr of Dt At. C.

a. Hafy Wedding, Com,

3. Humours of the Army, C.

4. Irish Hofpitality. Com.

5. putting Lovers. Farce.

6. RoTHERic O'Connor,
Trap.

7. Sbcin: Prince. Com.
All thefe, excepting the F^iir

i?}uaker of Dealy and the Humours

ef tbc Army, made their Appear-

ance on the Jrifh Stage only, and

are printed together In one Vol.

fmall Oftiivo.

Shadwell, Thomas, Pjct-

Laurcat to King William III. was

defcended from an ancient Family

in Staff'irdfliire, nnd was born a

bciit the Year 1640, at Lauton

hall in Noifolk, a Seat belonging

to his Father, who was bied to

the Law ; but, having an ample

Fortune, did not trouble himfelf

with the Praftice, chufing rather

to ferve hi« Country as a Jurticc

cf Peace.—He was in that Com-

S H
miflion for three Counties, Mid-
d/efex, Norfolk and Suffolk, and
discharged the Office with diftin-

guiHied Ability and exa£t Inte-

grity.—In the Civil Wars he was
a great Sulferer for the Royal
Caufe ; fo that, having a nume-
rous Family, he was reduced to

theNeccflity of felling and fpend-

ing a confiderable Part of his Bf*

tate, to fupport it.—In thefe Cir-

cumftances he refolved to breed

his Son to his own Profeflion
;

but the young Gentleman, hav-

ing as little Difpofltion to plod in

the Drudgery of the Law, as his

Father had, quitted the Temple,

and refolved to travel.—-He had

a Tafte, and fome Genius, for

polite Literature ; and, upon his

Return home, falling into Ac-
quaintance with the moft cele-

brated Wits of the Age, he ap-

plied himfelf wholly to cultivate

thofe elegant Studies, which were
the fafliionable Amufetnents of
the Times } and it was not long

before he became eminent in dra-

matic Poetry, a Specimen of

which appeared in a Comedy
called the Sullen Lovers, or the

Jmptrtinents, which was a^ed at

the Duke's Theatre.—As the

Play was well received, he wrote

a great many more ComedicF,

which met with good Succefs.

In the mean while, as it was
impoffible in thefe Times to fliinc

among the great ones, which is

the Poet's Ambition, without

Tiding with one of the Parties,

Whig or Tory.—Mr. SbadiveWs
Lot fell among the Whigs j and,

in Confequence thereof, he was
fet up as a Rival to Dryden,

Hence there grew a mutual Dif-

like between them j and, upon

the Appearance of Dryden''s Tra-

gedy, cilhd the Duke cfGuife, in

168 ^j our Author was charged

with having the principal Hand
in
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in writing a Piece, intitled, Some

Rejleilions on the pretended Tarallel,

in the PUy called the Duke of

Cuife, in a Letter to a Friend',

which was printed the fame Year,

in four Sheets, 4to.—Mr. Dryden

wrote a Vindication of the Pa-

rallel ; and fuch a Storm was
raifed, both agAinii Shadwell, and

his Friend //«»r, who afliftedhim

in it, that this latter was forced

to fly into Holland, and we find

our Author complaining, that in

theft, which he calls the worft of

Times, his Ruin v-as def>gned>

^nd his Life fought j and that,

for near ten Years, he was kept

from the Exercife of that Profef-

fion, which had afforded him a

competer.c Subi^ftence.——How-
.vcr, he at lafl faw himfelf

crowned with the Laurel, which
was flripped from the Brows of

his Antagonifl ; who thereupon,

by Way of Revenge, wrote the

bitterefi Satire againfl him that

ever was penned ; this was the

celebrated Mac-Flecnoe.

Our new Laureat had the Mif-
fortune to enjoy his Honour but

a very few Years, for he died fud-

denly in 1692, in the fifiy-fecond

Year of his Age, at Chelfea, and
was interred in the Church there.

His Friend, Dr. Nicholas Brady,

preached his Funeral Sermon
j

wlierein he afTures us, that our

Author was *^ Man of great

" Honefty and Integrity, and had
" a real Love of Truth and Sin-
" cerity, an inviolable Fidelity
" and Stri£tnefs to his Word, an
" unalterable Friendfhip whcre-
" ever he profefTcd it, and a
" much deepe; Senfeof Religion,

re grew a mutual Dif-
i
" than many others have, who

een them ; and, upon \
« pretend to it more openly. His

larance of Dryden i 'Ira- • «* natural and acquired Abilities,

\\ti the Duke cfGuife, in I" (continues the Dr.) made him
^' fufficiently remarkable to all
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" few being equal to him, !n all

<* the becoming Qualities and Ac-
" complifbments of a comp'eat
«* Gentleman."—After hisDcath
came out The Volunteers, or the

Stock-yobbers, a Comedy, aded
by their MajelHes Servants, with
a Dedication to the Qii^een by
Mrs. Shadwell, our Author's Wi-
dow ; and an Epilogue, wherein
his Character as a Poet is fct in
the bcft and mofl advantageous

Light; which, perhaps, wasjudg-
ed necelTary to ballance the very

difTerent Drawing, and even abu-
five Reprefcntation of it, by Dry-
den, who is generally condemned
for treating our Author too un-
mercifully ; his Refentment car-

rying him beyond the Bounds of
Truth, for that, though it muft
be owned he fell vaftly ihort of
Ben yoTtfon, whom hefet to him-
felf as a Model of Excellence;
yet it is certain there are high
Authorities in favour of many of
his Comcdu' ;, and the beO Judges
of tha' ge gave their Teflimony
for them.—They have in them
fint Strokes of Humour; the
Char»ders are often originals,

f^rongly marked, and well Aif-

taincd.—Add to this, that he had
the grcateft Expedition imagl.ia-

ble in writing, and fometimes
produced a Play in lefs than a
Month.—Befides feventeen Plays,

he wrote feveral other Pieces of
Poetry, fome of which have been
commended.—An Edition of his

Works, with fome Account of
his Life and Writings prefixed,

was fpublifhed in 1720, in four
Volumes, 8vo.— His dramatic
^yorks arc.

Lovers, or tbt

ling

Author was charged

the principal Hand If' that he converfcd with, very
in

The Sullen

Impertinents. Com.
2. The HumcfijK Com,
3. Th^ Royal Sbtpherdels. Tr.-

Com. a£ted by the Duloc
«f Tork\ Servants, 1 669.
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Thrs Play was originally

tvrittcn by Mr. Fountain of

Detfortfjire , but altered

throughout by ^hadiuell.

The Virtuojo. Com. 1676.
Psyche. Trag. 1675.
The Libertine. Trag. 1676.
The Story from which he
took the Hint of this Play,

is famous all over Spaing

Italy and France——It was
firft ufed in a Spanijh Play,

the Sfaniardi having a Tra-
dition of fuch a vicious Spa-

niardy as is reprefented in

this Piece ; from them the

Italian Comcdisyis took it
j

the French borrowed it from

the Italians, and four fevcral

Plays have been founded on
the fame Story.

7. Epsom Welh, Com. 1676.

Mr. Langbaine fays, this

is fo diverting and fo true

a Comedy, that even Fo-
reigners, who are not in

general kind to the Wit of

our Nation, have extremely

commended it.

T. The Hipry 0/ Tim ON of
Athens, the Manbatsr.

1678.-111 the Dedication to

George Duke of Buckingham

he obferves, that this Play

was originally Sbakifpeare's,

who never made, lays he,

more mafterly Strokes than

in this
;
yet I can truly fay,

I have made it into a Play.

A. The Mifer. Com. from Mo-
licre^i VAi'are,

AtrueU'ldoiu. Com. 1679.

The Prologue was written by

Mr. Drydcn j for at this

Time they lived in Fricnd-

fliip.

The Lancashire TVitihcs,

andTtAcvt O'Divelly,
//t« Irish Prie/i. i 1682.

The fymon Captain, Com.

JO.

II.

S».

S H
J 3, The Squire of Alsatia.

Com. 1688.

14. Bury Fair. Com. 1689.
15. Amorous Bigot, with the fe-

cond Part ef T e a g u e
O'Divelly. 1690,

16. The Scoiverers. Com. 1690,
17. The Volumters, or the Stock-

Jobbers. A pofthumous Co-
medy, already mentioned.

Shakespeare, U^illiam, th

e

great Poet of Nature, and the
Glory of the Britijh Nation, was
defrcnded of a reputable Family,
at Stratford upon Avon,—His Fa-
ther was in the Wool-trade, and
dealt confiderably that Way.

—

He had ten Children, of whom
our immortal Poet was the eld-

eft, and was born in April 1564.
At a proper Age he was put to

the Free - School in Stratford,

where he acquired the Rudiments
of Grammar-Learning. —Whe-
ther he difcowred at this Time
any extraordinary Genius or In-

clination for Literature is uncer-

tain —His Father had no Dcfign

to make a Scholar of him j on
the contrary, he took him early

from School, and employed him
in his own BufineG, but he did

not continue long in it, under

the Controul of his Father } for

at feventecn Years of Age he

married, commenced Mafter of a

Family, and became the Father

of Cliiidren, before he was out

of his Minority.—He now fettled

in Bufincfs for himfelf, and had

no other Thoughts than of pur*

Juing the Wool - trade, whei;,

happening to fall into Acquaint^

ancc with fomc Perfons who fol-

lowed the Pradice of Decrftc.il-

inp, he was prevailed upon to

engage with them in robbing iJir

Thomas Lucy's Park, nrar Stru!-

ford.-—Tht Injury being rcpt.it. i

more than once, that Ccntlcm.m
vs. .5

1
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was provoked to enter a Profccu-

tion againft the Delinquents, and

Shakefptartf in Revenge, made
him the Subjefl of a Ballad,

which Tradition fays (for the

Piece is loft) was pointed with fo

much Bitternefs, that it became
unfafe for the Author to ftay any
longer in the Country.—To cf-

cape the Law, he fled to London,

where, as might be expefted from
a Man of Wit and Humour in

hisCir*- mftanccs, he threw him-
felf among the Players.—Thus
was this grand Luminary driven,

by a very untoward Accident, in-

to his genuine and proper Sphere.

His firft AdmifTidn into the

Play-houfe was fuitablc to his

Appearance ; a Stranger, and ig-

norant of the Art, he wa« glad

to be taken into the Company in

a very mean Rank j nor did his

Performance recommend him to

any diftinguiAed Notice.—The
Part of an under Aftor neither

engaged nor deferved his Atten-
tion.—It was far from filling,

or being adequate to, the Pow-
ers of his Mind : and therefore

he turned the Advantage which
that Situation afforded him, to a
higher and nobler Ufe.—Haring,
by Pr*ftice and Obfcrvation, ac-
quainted himfelf with the mecha-
nical Oeconomy of the Theatre,
his Native Genius fupplied the
reft : But the whole View of his
firft attempts in Stage-Poetry be-
ing to procure a Subfiftcnce, he
dircftcd his Endeavours folcly to
hit the Tailc and Humour that
then prevailed amongft the mean-
er Sort of People, of whom the
Audience was generally com
pofed

J and therefore his Images
of Life werednwn from thofcof
th.it Rank. —Thus did Stakef-
pcaie fet out, without the Ad-
vintage of Education, the Ad-
vice or AMance of the Learned,

S H
the Patronage of the better Sort,

or any Acquaintance amongthcm.
But when his Performances had

merited the Proteftion of his

Prince, and the Encouragement

of the Court had fucceeded to

that of the Town, the Works of

his riper Years were manifeftly

raifed above the Level of his for-

mer Produdlions.

In this Way of Writing he
was an abfolute Original, and of

fuch a peculiar Caft, as hath per-

petually raifed and confounded

the Emulation of his SucceiTors ;

a Compound of fuch very fingular

Blemiflies, as well as Beauties,

that thefc latter have not mor«
mocked the Toil of every af-

piring Undertaker to emulate

them , than the former , as

flaws intimately united to Dia-

monds, have baffled every At-
tempt of the ableft Artifts to

take them out, without fpoiling

the whole.——Queen E/izabttb,

who fhewed Sbakefpeare manr
Marks of her Favourj was to

much pleafed with the delightful

Charafter of Sir Job/i Faljfaff in
the two Parts of Henry tbt Fourtb,

that (he commanded the Author
to continue it for cne Plajr more,
and to (hew the FLnight in Love ;

which he executed inimitably, in
the Merry fFivex of mndfor.
Among his oth?r Patrons, the

Earl of Southampton is particularly

honoured by him, in the Dedica-

tion of two PocTs, I^titus end
Mollis, and Lucrecei in the latter

efpecially he exprcflts himfelf in
fuch Terms, as gives Countenance
to what is nl.ited of that Pa-
tion's diftinguiflicd Ccnerofity to
him.—In the Beginning of King
7jwi the Firirs Reign (if not
loonLr) he was one of the prin-

cipal Man.i£Crsof the Piayhoufc,
and continued in it fcveral Yean
afterwards j till, having acquired

fuch

•'(
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fuch a Fortune as fatisfied his mo-
derate Wifhes and Views in Life,

he quitted the Stage, and all o-
ther Bulincfs, and pafled the Re-
mainder of his Time in an ho-
nourable Fafe, at his native

Town of Stratford, where he
lived in a handfome Houfe of his

own purchafing, to which he
gave the Name of New-PUce j

and he had the good Fortune to

fave it from the Flames, in the
dreadful Fire that confumed the
greateft Part of the Town, in

J614.

In the Beginning of the Year
1 61 6, he made his Will, where-
in he tef^jfied his RefpeA to his

quondam Partners in the Thea.
tre ; he appointed his youngcft

Daughter, jointly with her Huf-
band, his Executors, and Ic •

queathed to them the bed Part of
his Eftate, which they came into

the PoHeflTion of, not long after.

He died on the 23d of April fol-

lowing, being the fifty-third Year
of his Age, and was interred a*

mong his Anccftors, on the North
Side of the Chancel, in the srCftt

Church of Stratford, where there

is a handfome Monument ere£led

for him, infcribed with the fol-

lowing elegiac Diftich in Latin*

yudicio Py/ium, Genio Socaterr;,

Arte Maroncm,

Terra tegit, Pobulut marct, 0-

lywpui baiet.

In the Year 1740, another very

noble one was raifed to hit Me-
mory, at the pi'blic Expcnce, in

IVcJlminJier - Ahbey } an ample

Contribution for this Purpofc be-

ing made, upon exhibiting his

Tragedy of Juliut Cafar, at the

Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane,

April the 2?th, 1738.—Seven

Years after his Death, his Plays

were colkdUd and {lubliihcd in

S H
1623, in Folio, by two of hft

principal Friends in the Compa-
ny of Comedians, Heninge and
Cvndale who likewife correfted

a fecond Edition in Folio, in

1632.—Though both thefe Edi-

tions were extremely faulty, yet

no other was attempted till 17 14,
when a third was publiflicd in

8vo. hy Mr , Nicbolat Rowe, but

with few if any Correftions, orly

he prefixed Tome Account of the

Author's Life and Writings.—
But the Plays being in the fame
mangled Condition as at firfl-,

Mr. Pefe was prevailed upon to

undertake the TaHc of clearing

away the Rubbifh, and reducing

them to a better Order ; and ac>

cordingly he printed a new Edi-

tion of them in 1721, in 410.'—

Hereupon Mr. Lnvis Theobald,

after many Years fpent in the

fame Taflc, publiAed a Piece,

called Shakefpeart rcftored, 8vo.

1726, which was followed by a

new Edition of Shakefpeart'^

Works, in 1733, by the fame
Author.——In 1744, Sir Tho»

mas ^Harnner publiOied at Ox-

ford a pompous Edition, with

Emendations, in fix Volumes,

4to.—To thefe Mr. IVarburtan,

now Bifhop of Gloucejier, added

another new Edition, with a great

Number of Corrections, in 1747.
And Mr. Theobald's Edition was

reprinted, with fcveral Altera-

tions, in 1757.—In 1760, ap-

peared an hij>orical Play, en-

titled, The Raigne rf Edtvatd the

Third, Sec, which is afcribed to

Shakefpeare, upon thefe three con-

curring Circumftanccs, the Date,

the Style, and the Plan, which

is taken, as fcveral of ShakeJ'

peare's arc, from Holinf^Jhtad, and

a Book of Novels, called the Pa-

lace of Plijfure.—'Thm new Mo-
numents arf continually rifing to

honour Sbaktjpram'a Genius in
•'
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the learned World j and we muil

tiot conclude, v'thout adding an-

other I'eftimon) of thcVcnera-

tion paid to his Manes by the

Public in General, which is,

that a Mulberry-Tree, planted

upon his Eftate by the Hands of

this revered Bard, was cut down
not many Years ago, and the

"Wood, being converted to feveral

domeftic Ufes, was all eagerly

bou£,ht at a high Price, and each

fmgle Piece treatured up by its 4

Purchafer, as a precious Memo-
rial of the Planter.

The rlays of this great Au-
thor, which are forty-three in

Number, are as follow,

I, The Temfeft. C;5m. firft

aftcd in 5/.-.\ "
., t.

a, The T'U'o Gentla-j-. ,/ Ve-
rona. Con .it at

the Commar<'. of <l^kx.
3. The fint and ccond '*arts

of Kin^r Henry IV —
The Chara«er of Falfljff

in thefe Plays is juftly

efteemed a Mafter-Piecc.

4. The Merry Pf^ivesofWifiD-

SOR. Com. written at

the Command of C^ccn
E/ixabetb.

5. Meajurefor Mkafure* Com.
Plot taken from Cyntbio

Ciraliii,

6. The Comedy ofErrors, found-

ed \iponPlautus Mctttfcbmi.

7. Mucb ado about Nvtilng. C.

Plot takea from Aiiojlo^t

Orlando Furiofo.

S. Love's Labour loji. Com.
9. Midfumrner Nigbt'i Dream,

Com.
10, The merchant of VsNICB*

Tragi-Com.
II. ^s you like it. Com.
la. The Taming of a Sbrno,

Com.
13. j^Ws Kvill that tfiJt vffl/t

Com.

17.

28.

ig.

20.

21.

S H
14. The Tiuelftb-Niglty or JVhat

you KuilL Com.—In this

Play there is fomething
Angularly ridiculous in the

fantaftical Steward MaU
volio.—Part of the Plot

taken from Plautus's Ma-
tiecbmi .

J ^. The rVinter's Tale. Tragl-
Com. Plot taken from
Dorajius and luinia,

x6. The Life and D(at i of King

John. An Hift. Play.
The Life and Death ofKing
Richard II. Trag.

The Life of King HeN*
RY V. Hift. Play.

The firft Part of King
HiNRV VI. Hift. Play.

The fecond Part of King
Henry VI. ivith the

Death of the good Duke
Humphrey.

The third Part of King
Hen. VI . wi'h the Death

of the Duke of Vork.-^
"Ihefc Pi.iys contain the
whole R(.icn 0.' this Mo-
n;irch.

22. The Life and Death ofKing
Richard III.

23. The famous Hijiory of the

Lz/ce/^. Henry VIII.

24. TrOILUS <I«iCRESSinA.
Trag. Plot from Chaucer^

25. CoRiotANUs. Trag.

26. Titus Andronicus, T,
27. RoMEo <iK(/ Juliet. T.

Plot fiom Bandello'i No-
vels—This is perhap 5 one
of the moft affeftii g of

Shakefficare's Plays; i; was
not long fincc a^ed four-

teen Nights together at

both Houfes, at the fame
I'ime, and it was a fevr

Years before revived and
afted twelve Nights with
Applaufc, at the Little

ThcaUc ill the ILiymarket^

a^. Ti-
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aS. TiMON c/'Athens. Tr.

The Plot from Lucian'i

Dialogues.

Julius Cjesar. Trag.

Thr 'ragedyofMACRZTH,
p .1 from jiucbatiati, and
other 5'fc/ivb Writers.

Hamlkt Prince of DzV'
MARK. Tng.

JCrfff Lkar. Trag. Plot,

fee Le/and, Monn-.eutb,

Othello, tt>e Moor of
Venice. Trag. Plot

from Cynthio\ Ncvds,
Anthony and Cijfopa-
TKA. Story fiom Tlw
tarcb>

Cymbelinz. Trag. Plot

from Boccace'% Novels.

^6. Pericles Pr/ff«o/*TvRE.
AnHiftorical Play.

37. The London Prodigal, C,

38, The Jjift and Dtaib of'l h o-

MAS Zor</ Cromwell,
the Favourite of King
Henry VIII.

The Hijiory of 9ir Jo]'N
Oldcastle, the good

Lord CoBH AM, Trag,—'

See Fox*s book of Mar-
tyrs.

The Puritatif or the Wtdo^o

fWatUng-firttt, Com
A Yorkshire Tragedy*

This is rather an Inter-

lude than a Tragedy, be-

ing very (hort, and nut

divided into A€is.

The Tragedy of Locrine,
the tidefi Son of King B r J -

TUB. Story from Mil-

row'f Hiftory of England.

Sharp, Mr, Lewis,— This

Gentleman lived in the Reign

of Charlti I. and wrote one Play,

entitled,

The Noble Stranger. Com,
Sharp MAN, Mr. Edward^

was a Member of the Middle

Ttmple in the Reign of Jamet I.

»nd wrote a Play much refcm*

¥.
S H
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bling, if not borrowed from,

Marftor^& Comedy of the Paraf
tafter,—Lt is entitled.

The Fkire. Com.
Shavt, Samue/f was of j^fbhy

de la Zoucb in Lticeftir/birtt and

wrote one Interlude, which was
only reprcfcnted at a Country
School.—>It was entitled,

nOIKIAO«PONE2I2. Interl.

Sheppaad, Mr. ^. lived in

the Reign of King C^^ir/n I. and,

during the Prohibition of the

Stage, wrote and pobliilied two
fmall dramatic Pieces on Party

Subjects, whicht however, bear

much Wronger Teftiinony to his

I<oyalty than to his poetical Abi-
lities

i
for, befides tiie Shortnefs

of each of them» being not

longer than a iingle At\ of a

moderate Play, they are almoft

entirely ftolcn from other Au-
thors.—^The Titles of them both

are the fame, the fecond being

only a Continuation of the fame
Subjea with the firft.—They are

entitled,

The Committee Man curried.

Com. in two Parts.

Sherburne, Sir Edzvard,

Knight. This Author, or at

leaft learned Tranflator, was born

in ColdJmitbU Renti, in the Parifh

of St. GiUi'tf Cripplegate^ London,

in 1616, and was of the fame

ancient Fanvly with Sir Niibolai

Sherburne, > I. of Stoityburfl in

I incafbite.—He was Commiflary

^Jcneral of King Cbirla I's Ar*
tillery, was conftant in his At-
tachment to the Royal Caufe,

and, in Confideration of many
faithful Services and Sufferings

was knighted by Cbarlet II. at

JVhitiba'l, in 168a.—^''W men-
tions him by the Title of late

Clerk of his Majefty's Ordnance

and Armories within the King-

dom of England, which Port he

muft haw held under K. Cha, II.

Hi

«.t
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RNE, Sir Edward,

—This Author, or at

Tranflator, was born

'i Rents, intheParifh

, Crifplegate, London,

and was of the famt

ly with Sir Nubolas

t. of Stonyburji \n

^He was Commiffary

King Cbarlei I's Ar-

conftant in his At-

to the Royal Caufc,

Jonfidcration of many

•rvices and Suffering?,

kted by Cbarlei II. at

in i68a.—^'wi men.

by the Title of late

[n'l

S H
iie was a Perfon of great Learn-

ing, and tranflated four of the

Tragedies of Seneca, viz.

X. Hercules, l^id, Ai*"-

PENOIX. Vol.1.

%. Medea.
3. Thebais.
4. Troades.

Coxeter alfo tells us, that he had
been informed that the Clouds in

Staniey''s Life of Arijlophanes was
written by this Gentleman.—He
alfo conjectures him to be the

Tranflator of the

PniLtlS of SCYROS.
But with Regard to that Con-
je£lurc, fee before under the Ini-

tial Letters S. J.
Sheridan, Thomas^ M.A.—

This Gentleman, who is now
living, and has lately made him-
felf well known by his feveral

Endeavours for the Pjnmotion and
Improvement of the Art of Ora-
tory in thefc Kingdoms, is the

ft'tond Son of Dr. Ihomas Sheri-

iw, whom a clofe Intimacy and
((intinual Correfpondcnce with
that Mafter of true Wit and ori-

ginal Humour, the Dean of St.

ViUricki, introduced more cxten-

fivcly to the Notice of the World
than any very extraordinary Abi-
lities of his own.—The Objeft
ff our prefent Enquiries was, I

bJievc, born at Siuilca, a little

(late in the County of Cavan in

u'and, which came into the Fa-
lily in Right of his Mother,
he Daughter of one Mr. M*Pber'
K, \ Scots Gentleman, who be-
imc pofTeflfed of it during the
Troubles in Ireland,

The early Parts of his Educa-
an, no Doubt, he received un-
;!" his Father, who was fo far

om being a mcrt Country Peda-
is Majefty s Ordnance K.^^^

^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^
•ics within

V*' '*J"5;|Schoolmafter as any in Eur,pe,
,gland, which Poit ne-

^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^
held under K. Ua,

JJ;|r,.f,a«, ©f tU Age he Uved in.

S H
When grounded in thefc Lan •

guages, he removed to Trinity

College, Dublin, where he went
thro' his Academical Studies,

and, I believe, took his Degree
of Mafter of Arts.—This Coiirfe

of Education finiHied, it was
Time for Mr. Sbtridan to fet for-

wards in Life ; but his Father

having no kind of Intereft to pro-

cure him Preferment had he
thought of going into Orders, nor
any Fortune to give him as a

Means of providing for him in

any of the other liberal Profef-

fions, till fuch Time as his own
Talents might have infured hit

Succefs, what Step was to be ta-

ken became a Point of fome Con-
fideration.—The young Gentle-

man's Inclinations, added to the

Applaufe that he had frequently

met with from thofe who had
been prefent at the Delivery of

fomc of his academical Excrcifes,^

in which, tho' very young, he
had acquired great Reputation a»

a juft and critical Orator, pointed

his Thoughts towards the The-
atre.—That oi Dublin was indeed*

at that Time, at a very low Ebb,

not only with Refpeft to the E-
molumentt arifing from it, but

alfo as to the theatrical Merit of
the Performers, and ilili much
more fo as to the internal Oeco*
nomy and Condu^ of it, and the

private Charadlers of the grcateft

Part of its Members ; and confe-

quently not much frequented, ex-

cepting by the yoiinger and more
licentious Members of the Com-
munity, who went there more
for the Sake of indulging an In-

clination of Riot and Intrigue,

than from any o'her Motiv".—

•

Notwithftanding thcfe Difadvan'"-

ages, however, Mr. Sberidan''%

Merit, and th*. ftrong Support

his Intereft met with from hit

Fellow Collegians, who, in that

[Frj City,

1^'^
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S H
city, bfar great Sway in all the

Affairs of public Entertainment,

forc'd him into Notice and Ap-
probation.—And, as if one Pe-
riod had been fixed on by Fate

for awakening the almoft ex-

piring Tafte of both Kingdoms,
it was nearly at the fame Time
that our great brilliant Star ap-

pear'd at once with dazzling Luf-

tre in the Eaft, and this other

new Phaenomenon flione forth

with almoft equal Luftre from
the Weft of the Theatric Hemif-
phere.—But there was a Piece of
Service ftill remaining to be done
to the In'/h Theatre, even of more
Importance than the Acquifition

of capital Performers, snd which
was referved for Mr. Sheric^an

to accomplifli.' This was the

curbing the Liccntioufnefs which
had long reign'd with an iinli-

nited Empire behind the Scenes,

and the putting a Stop to the

Liberties daily taken by the young
and unruly among the Male Part

of the Audience, who, by the

Prefcription of Cuflom almoft im-
mcmoiial, had conftantly claim-

ed a Right of coming into the

Green-Room, attending Rehear-
fals, and carrying on Gallantries

in the moft open and offenfive

Manner, with Aich of the Ac-
treffes as would admit of them,
while thofe who would not, were
perpetually expofed to Infult and
lU-Treatment.——Thcfe Griev-
ances Mr. Sheridan, as foon as he
became Manager of the Theatre,

which was not long after his firft

coming on the Stage, determin-

ed by Degrees to remove; which
he at laft happily cffefted, the'

not till after his having been in-

volved in Contefts with perhaps

the moft tumultuous Audiences
in the WorM, not only at the
Harard of Jofing his Means of
Subfiftcnce, but even at the Rif^ue

S H
of his Life, from the Refenlment
of a Set of lawlefs Rioters j who
were, however, thro' a noble

Exertion of Juftice in the Ma-
giftracy of Dublin, in the Support
of fo good a Caufe, at length

convinced of their Error, or at

leaft of the Impra£ticability of

purfuing it any farther with Im-
punity.— And thus to Mr. She-

riJart's Care, Judgment, Aflidu-

ity and Spirit, the Theatre of

Dublin ftands indebted for the

Regularity, Decorum and Pro-

priety which it has fince been

conduced with, and the Reputa-

tion it has acqjuir'd ; it having

been brought to that Striftnefs of

Conduft, that neither the Pow-
ers of Intereft or of Violence

could procure an Admittance for

any one behind the Scenes during

the Time either of Performance

or Reheavfal.—Nor has the Pub-
lic been under lefs confiderable

Obligation- to this Gentleman, I

not only for the Eafe and quiet

Enioyment of their moft rational

Amufement, but alfo for tlie

very Merit of the Performances, in

Confequence of his introducing]

fuch a Degree of Regularity in-

to them, as became a Tempta-
tion for other Perfons, as well asj

himfelf (pofTefs'd of amiable Cha-

rafters, defcend< d from good Fa-

milies, whofe Ef'ucations haJl

been liberal, and who were cn-f

dowed with thofe Virtues and Ac-I

compliflimcnts, without whidj

theatrical Excellence can ncveii

be attained) to offer their Ser|

vices to the Public, in a Profcl-I

fion, which, for a long Timej

with Refpeft to that KingdeirJ

none but Perfons, indffercnttaf

that moft valuable of all earthli|

Poffcffions, the good Opinion

the World, would venture to ap'

pear in.

During the Space of about t\^

YearJ
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S H
Years, Mr. Sheridan poflfened this

important Office of Manager of

the Theatre Royal of Dublin,

with all the Succefs both with

Refpeft to Fame and Fortune

that could well be expedled.

—

Till at length, an unfortunate

Occurrence overthrew at once

the feemingly ftable Fabric he

had To long and with fo nr.uch

Pains been rearing, prov'd the

Shipwreck of his private For-

tune , and indeed hitherto the

Dcllruftion of all thofe flouri/h-

ing Profpe£ls the Jrijb Stage

fecm'd then to have of an cfia-

blilhed Succefs.

In the Summer of the Year

ft

ns,

1754j in which the Rancour of

g the Space of about cigM

political Party arofe to the great

-

cfl Height that it had alm( ft ever

been i:ncwn to do in Lublin, Mr.
Sheridan unfortunately revived a

Tragedy, -vix. Miller'' i Mahomet.

In this Play were many Paf-

fagesy which, though no more
than general Sentiments of Li'

berty, and the Deteftaticn of

Bribery and Corruption, in thofe

who have the Conduct of public

Affairs, yet being fixed on by the

Anti- Courtiers as exprelTive of

their own Opinions in Regard to

certain Perfons at that Time in

Power, fhofc Paflages were in-

fjfted on Dy them to be repeated
;

a Demand which, on the firli

Night of its Rcprefentation, was
complied with by Mr. Digges, by
whom the Part of Aicanor, in

which moft of them occurrd,

was then pcrform'd.-—On the

fucceeding Night, however, in

Confcquence of feme Remon-
ftrance: which had been made by
the Manager, on the Impropriety

and Inconveniences attending on
fuch a Praftice,the fame Speeches,

when again called for by the Au-
dience, were refufed by the Ac-
tor, and, on fomc Hints which

S H
he could not avoid giving of his

Inducement for that RetVfal, the

Manager became the ' jje£l of
their Refentment. On his

not appearing to appcAfe thoir

Rage by fome Kind of Aprlogy,

they flew out into ihe moll out-

rageous Vi'ilence, cut the Sce-

nery 'o Pieces with their Swords,

tore up the Benches and Boxes,

and, in a Word, totally dcfpoileJ

tlic Tiicatre j concluding with a

Refoluiion never more to permit

Mr. Sheridan to appear on that

Siage.

In Confequence of this Tu-
mult he was obliged to place the

Management of his ravaged Play-

houl'e in other Hands for the cn-

fuing Sealon, and come himfclf

to England, where he continued

till the Opening of the Winter
of the Year 1756, when the Spi-

rit of Party being in fome Degret
fubfjded, and Mr, Sheridan^s per-

'

fonal Opponents fomewhat con-

vinced of the impetuous Ralhnefs

of their Proceedings, he returned

to his native Country, and hav-

ing preceded his firft Appearance

in Cliarafter by a public Apolo-

gy for fuch Parts of his Condu£t
as might have been confider'd as

exceptionable, he was again re-

ceived with the highefV Favour

by the Audience. But now,
thoujih once more feated on the

Throne of theatrical Sove eignty,

his Reign, which had been thus

difturbed by an Infurretlion at

home, was yet to undergo a fe-

cond Shock from an Affaii ftill,

if poHiblc, mote fatal, being nu
lefs than an Invafion from abroad.

,
—Two mighty Potentates from
Er,frl,ini, viz. Mr. Eairf and

Mr. M'^oodivard, having found

Means tu luunil the Difpofuioii

of the People. of Dublin, w tU

whom the fonticr, cxclufive of

his allowed theac..v.al Merit, had

[ F f a ] great

^1
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Igrtat Intercft by being theirCo'jn-

tryman, and binding it the O-
pinlcn of many, that a Tecond

Theatre in that City would be

likely to meet with Encourage-

ment, if fupported by good Per-

formers, immediately raifed a

large Subfcription among the No-
bility and Gentry, fet Artificers

to Work, erected a new Play-

hcufe in Cronv-Jirecl during the

Summer Seafon, and, having en-

gaged a Company felefted from

the two Theatres of London, were

ready for opening by the Begin-

ning of the cnfuing Winter.—
And now, at a Time when he
needed the greateft Increafe of

theatrical Strength, he found

feimfelf deferted by fome of his

principal Performers, who had

engaged themfelves at the new
Houfe; and, as if Fate was de-

termined to combat againft him,

fome valuable Auxiliaries, which
he had engaged from England, a-

inong whom were Mr. Tbeopbi/us

Cibher, and Mr. Maddox the Wire-
Dancer, loft their Lives in the

Attenint to come to Ireland, be-

ing c.iven by a Storm, and caft

away on the Coaft of Scotland.

This was the finifliing Stroke

to that Ruin which had begun to

take Place, and had been fo long

impending over his Head.—He
was now compclledl entirely to

throw up his whole Concern with

that Theatre, and to feek out for

fome other Means of providing

for himfelf and Family.

In the Year 1757, Mr. She-

ridan had publi/hed a Plan, where-

by he propofed to the Natives of

Ireland the Eftablifliment of an

Academy for the Actomplifliment

of Youth in every Qualification

necefTary for a Gentleman.—In
the Form.ition of this Dcfign be

tonfjiicr'd the Att of Oratory as

S H
one of the principal E/Tcntiali.-,

and, in order to give a ftronger

Idea of the Utility of that Art,

by Example as well as Theory,

he opened his Plan to the Pub-
lic in two or three Orations,

which were fo well written, and

fo admirably delivered , as to

give the higheft Proofs of the

Abilities of the Propofer, and his

Fitnefs for the Office of Super-

intendant of fuch an Academy
;

for which Poft heofFer'd his Ser-

vice to the Public—Yet how it

happened I know not ; but, tho'

the Plan itfelf was in fome De-

gree carried into Execution, Mr,
Sheridan was unfortunately ex-

cluded from any Share in the

Conduft of it.

He then came over once more
to England, where he compof*
ed a Courfe of excellent Lec-

tures on Elocution and Oratory,

which he publicly read in the

Theatre of the Univerfity of Ox-

ford, to numerous and elegant

Audiences, ^cry confiderably to

his Emolument, and ftill more fo

to his Reputation ; and, as a far*

ther Teftimony borne to his A-
bilities, was honoured by the

Univerfity with a Mafter of Arts

Degree.—From thence he again

Oitnt to London, where, for thefe

three Years paft, his Time feems

to have been divided between the

Avocations of his former Profef-

fion (having performed frequently

in fome of his moft favorite Cha-

rafters in the Theatre Royal in

Drury-Lane) and that of the

reading Leftures.—-Some Part of

laft Winter, alfo, he publifiiod

Propofals for eftablifliing an A-

cademy for introducing the

Englijh Language in its Purity,

both of Grammar and Pronunci-

ation, into the Kingdom of iS't^r

land, where moreover he had met

>«itb
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with Succefs in his Lc£lures j but

this Defign feems, for the prelent

at leaft, to be laid afiJe.

] have been the fuller in my
Account of this Gentleman, as

his clofe Connertion with, and

his real Confcqucnce in theatrical

Hiftory, fcem naturally to render

the Events of his Life of fome

Importance to x\\z Devotees of

the dramatic Mules, a.-jd to en-

title them to an ample mtntion

in a Work of this nature.—What
Plan he propofcs to puritTe here-

after lam not infoimed of, but, be

it what it will, his Merits of vari-

ous Kinds certainly entitle him to

the Encouragement of the Public,

in whofe Service he has ever been

faithfully afliduous, although in

many Inftances unfucccfsfully fo.

As an A(flor, the capital Station

he fo Jong maintained in the good

Opinion of an Audience who
value themfelves fo highly on be-

ing critical Judges of the Perfor-

mances, is furely fufficient to au-

thorize our allowing him, if not

a Place in the firft Rank of Ac-
tors, at lead defcrving of one

fupcrior to thofc in the fecond.

—

Nature laas indeed been rather

niggard of her Favour to him
with Refpeft to Voice and Perfon,

but the Judgment in oratorical

Execution, and the critical Un-
dcrftanding of his Author, which
are fo efTentially his Charafterif-

tics, muft ever afford Delight to

the judicious and difcerning.—

As a Scholar, all who know him
muft acknowledge his Excellen-

cies ; and as a Writer, his Ef-

fay on Britijh Education^ and

his Courfe of Oratorical Lec-

tura lately publi/hed, as well as

the many little Pieces which, in

his own Defenc'.', he has at Times
been obliged to fend forth into

the WoilJ, Ihew a Depth of Rci-

S H
fonlng, a Fulnefs of Imagination,
and a Command of Language,
which fpeak his Praifes in nobler
Terms than it is in the Power of
my Ten to difplay them with.—

•

In the dramatic Way he has only
produced one original Piece, and
prepared three more for the Stage

from the WorlyS of other Au-
thors, I'i'x.

1

.

Captain O'Bi, under. Far.

2. CoRiCLANus. Trag. Vid,

Vol. I. Appendix.
3. Loyal Subjc£l. Tragi-Com.

aker'd from Beaumont and
Fletcher.

4. Romeo and ]vi.izt. T.
alter'd from Shakejpcare,

Sheridan, Mrs. Wife to the
above-mentioned Gentleman,—
This very ingenious Lady has
written fome Things in the No-
vel-Way, which have been wcll-
rcccived

j particularly the Hiftory

of Mifs Sidnrf BiJdulpb.—She is

likewife Author of a Comedy,
attcd laft Winter, with good Su;c--

ccfs, at the Theatre in Drury^
Lavcy entitled,

T/6« Difcovery,

Her Hufband played a principal

Part in it; a-: did alfo Mr. Gar-
riik, Mr. OSrie/jj Mr. Ilollandy

Mrs. Pritchard, fee. — Gai rick's

Part, being th?t of a formal old

Batcliclor, (Sir Ar.thsny Bran*
vilhj kept the Houfe in a conti-

nual Roar of Laughter j and fe-

veral lively Scenes between Sir

Jlarry Flutter (Mr. Ohrien) and
his Lady, ( Mifs Pope) created

much Mirth, and were greatly

applauded.—As to the Charadkr
of the Play in general, the inge-

nious Authors of the Monthly P.c
•vieKO obfcrvC; that it is " fcnti-

*' mental and moral in the Con-
*' du(i^, eafy and correft in the-

" I^anjiuagc, various and cnter-
•* taining in the Charaftcrs ;"

[ f f 3 J tt
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to which they add, *' the greateft

** Fault we find throughout the
" whole, is tne Length and Lan-
" guor of fome of the Scenes,
** which almoft deviate into
•* Preaching." This Fault,

however, was judicioufly reftified

in the Performance, after the iirft

Night.

This Lady is alfo faid to be the

Tranflator of the Memoirs and

Letters of the celebrated Nircn de

L'Encios, publiflied in 1761, in

two Pocket Volumr —We men-
tion this Circumi-.-i. to diftin-

guifli her Edition from a prior

Tranflation in one Vol. which is

deemed much inferior to MrSt
Sheridan's Performance.

Shipman, Thomas, 'EC(\i—Of
this Gentleman we have no far-

ther Information, than that he

was defcended of a very good Fa-

mily, and had, by Dint of an

excellent Education, acquired all

thofe Accomplifliments which

were ncceflary to fit him for

Converfation , and render his

Company dcfirable by the beft

Wits of the Age.—We find only

one dramatic Piece of his extant,

whofe Title is

Henry III. of France. Trag.

Yet it appears, from : CoHeftion

ef his Poems , entitled Caro-

liiia, that he was held in high

Eflcem by Mr. Cow'ey, and had

written other Tragedies.— But

what they were entitled, or whe-
ther ever publifhed, it is not ea-

fy to trace.—He lived in the

lieign of Charles II. and is fup-

pol'ed to have died in the Year

1691.
Shirley, Mr,—A Genth-

man of this Name I find to have

been, about thirty Years ago,

Author of one dramatic Piece
j

hut whether he is yet living, has

rtndci'd himfelf any other Wayt

S H
known by literary Produftlons,

or any other Particulars relating

to him, I am totally ignorant of.

The Title of his Play is,

The Parricide. Trag.
Shirley, Mr. Henry.-—-Of

this Gentleman I can trace no
farther Particulars, than that he
lived in the Reign of K. Charles I.

and wrote one Play, entitled.

The Martyred Soldier. Trag.
fVood imagines him to be Bro-
ther, or fome near Relation of
yames Shirley, whom I now fliall

proceed to give fome Account of,

Shirley, Jama, was of an
ancient Family, and born about
the Year 1594, in London.—He
was educated at Merchant-Tay'
lor''a School, and from thence re-

moved to St. yohn's College in

Oxford
i

where Dr. Laud, then
Prefident of that College, con-
ceived a great Afteftion for him,
on Account of his excellent Parts,

yet would often tell him, that
** he was an unfit Perfon to take
** the facred Fun£lion upon him,
** and fliould never have his Con-
« fent j" becaufe Mr. Shirley had
a large Mole upon his left Cheek,
which Laude^eemeA a Deformity.

Afterwards, leaving Oxford, he
went to Cambridge, and foon af-

ter, entering into Orders, he took

a Cure at or near St. Albans.—
In the mean Time, growing un-

fettled in his Principles, he
changed his Religion for that of

Rome, left his Living, and taught

a Grammar- School in St. Albans
\

but this Employment being un-

eafy to him, he retired to Lon-

don, lived in Gray's-Inn, and be-

came a Writer of Pliys.—Byl

this he gained, not only a Live-

lihood, but alfo great Refpe£t and

Encouragement from Perfons of|

Quality, efpecially from the

Queen, Wife to King Charles I.
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who made him her Servant.—
When the Rebellion broke out,

he was obliged to leave London
and his Family; for he had a

Wife and Children : And being

invited by his Patron H'/lliantf

Earl, afterwards Duke, of New-
eafile,* to follow his Fortune
in the Civil Wars, he attend-

ed his Lordfliip.—On theiDe-
cline of the King's Caufe, he
retired to London ; where, among
other of his Friends, he found
Mr. Stanley, Author of the Lives

ef the Pcilofofbers, who fup-

ported him for the prcfent.—The
afting of Plays being prohibited,

he then returned to his old Oc-
cupation of teaching School,
which he did in fVbite-Fryars

;

and, at the Reftoration, feveral

of his Plays were brought upon
the Theatre again.—In 1666,
happen'd the great Fire of Lon-
don, by which he was burnt out
of his Houfe near Fleet-Jlreet

\

from whence he removed into
the Parifli of St. Giles's in the
Fields

J
where, being extremely

affefted with the Lofs and Ter-
ror occafioned by that dreadful

Conflagration.—They both died

within the Space of twenty .four

Hours, and were interred in the
fame Grave.

Befides thirty-nine Plays, Tra-
gedies and Comedies, printed at

, different Times, he publifted an
Oftavo Volume of Poems in

1646, with three Trafts relating

to Grammar.— He alTifted his

Patron, the Duke of NtiucaftUy
in conipofing feveral Plays, which
the Duke publi/ht^ j as likewife

Mr. John Ogilby, in his Tranfla-

tion of Homer and Firgil, with
writing Notes on them.—He was
by many confider'd as one of the
moft noted dramatic Poets of
\m Time j and fome thought

S H
him even equal to Fletcher him-
felf.

Our Author's dramatic Pieces
are,

I. The Changest or Love in «
Maxe. Com. 1632.

a. Contention for Honour and
Riches, Mafque, 1633.

3. HoNORiA and Mammon.
Com.

4. The Witty Fair-One. Com.
1633.

5. The Triumphs 0/ Peace,
Mafque, 1633.

6. The Traytor. Trag. 1635,
7. The Toung Admiral, Tragi-

Com. 1637,
8. The Example. Tragi -Com,

1637.

9. Hyde Park. Com.. 1637.
10. The Gamejler. Com. 1637.
11. The Royal Mafier. Tragi-

Com. 1638.
12. The Duke's Mi/Irefs. Traei-

Com. 1638.

13. The Lady of Pleafure. Com.
1638.

14. The Maid's Revenge. Trag,
1638.

15. Ch A BOT Admiral ofFrance,
Trag. 1639.

16. The Ball. Com. 1639.
17. Arcadia. Dramatic Paf-

^pral. J 640.
y'it ZiAC Humorous Courtier. C.

1640.

19. St. Patrick for Ireland,
Hiftorical Play. 1640,

ao. Lo've's Cruelty. Trag. 1640.
%\, The Triumph of Beauty,

Mafque, 1646.
22. The Sifters. Com. 1652.
23. Th^ Brothers. Com. 1652.
24. 1 he Doubtful Heir, Tragi-

Com. 1652.
25. The Court Secret. Tragi-

Com. J 653.
26. The Impoftor, Tragi-Com,

1653.

27. The Politician, Trag. 1655.
28. The

J
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jt8. The Grateful Servant. Tr.-

Com. 1655.
The Gentleman 0/ Venice.
Tragi-Com. 165 <;.

The Contention cf AjAX
and Ulysses /or A-
Ciili.h£.s's Armour. M.
1658.

Cupid a/td Death. Mafq:
i6;8.

Love-Trt'chf or /iftf School

ofConipIitnents. C. 1658.
I'hc t'on/Iant Maid, or Z^ox/tf

mullfind out the Way. C.
The Ofpcrtunity. Com.
The Wedding. Com.

36. v^ £//y/ /m /» f^-'g'^. Com.
37. Tiie Coronation. Com.

The Cardinal. Trag.

And ROM ANA , or //'*

Merchant's Wife. Trag.

1660.

Shirley, William, E fq ;—
This Genlleman is ftiil living,

and was for fome Years Refident

in Portugal, in the Charader, if

I miftakc not, of a ConUil or

public Agent for Mercantile Af-

fairs from th'S Kingdom.—On
fome Difguft, however, or Dif-

pute which he had involved him-

felf in there, he returned to Eng-

land about the Year 1740.

—

He has ever been eflceraed a Per-

fon of deep Penetration, and well

verfcd in Affairs of Trade and

the Commercial Intcrefts and

Connexions of d fferent King-

doms, more efpecially thofe of

Great Jiritain and Portugal

He has alfo been general!;- con-

fidcrM as the Author of {"•ve-

ral l.e ters on thofe Subjects

publifh'^d in the Daily Gazetteer,

and fjgned Lujttanicus.— In his

poetical Capacity, however, Mr.

Sbirlcv does not ftand in fo con-

fiderable a Light, there having

only one dramatic Piece of his

Writing as yet appeared en the

S M
Stage, and that, though Arongly

fupported with Refpeft to the

Performance, met with but very

indifferent Succefs.—It was en-

titled,

Edward the Black Prince,

Trag.

Wc are informed that this Gen-
tleman has written another Tra-
gedy, and that every Thing was
ready for afting it, in the prefent

Year 1763, at the Theatre in

Covent-Garden ^ when it was pro-

hibited by Authority ! The Town
were the more furprized at this,

the Play being entirely built on
an old Story ufed by the Greek

Poets 3000 Years ago, and bear-

ing no Affinity to the prefent

Times.—This is one ill Confc-
qiieiice of inverting a Courtier

with the Power of licenfing the

Stage, which certainly ought to

be as free as the Prefs j the Ex-
ertion of fuch a Power being, as

we conceive, the Iiigheft In-

fult on the Dignity of the Pub-
He.

Smith, Edmund, a Poet of

confideiable Reputation, was the

only Son of Mr Neale, an emi-
nent Merchant, and was born in

the Year 1668.—Some Misfor-

tunes of his Father, which were
foon after followed by his Death,

occafioued the Son's being left

very young in the Hands of Mr.
Smith, who had married his Fa-

ther's Sifter.—This Gentleman
treated him as if he had been his

own Child, and placed him at

Weftminjier School, under Dr.
Bujhy.—After the Death of his-

generous Guardian, whofe Name
in Gratitude he thought proper

to ifTume, he was removed to

Chrij]-Church in Oxford, and was
there, by his Aunt, handfomely

n aintained till her Death.

Seme Time before his leaving

Cbriji-
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Chrijl-Chunb, he was fent for by

his Mother to fVorceJier, and ac-

knowledged by her as a legitimate

Son j which his Friend Mr. 0/-

dijiuortb mentions, to wipe off

the Afperfiens that fome had
ignorantly caft on his Birth.—He
pafled through the Exercifes of

the College and Univerfity with
unufual Applaufe, and acquired

a great P.eputation in the Schools

both for Knowledge and Skill in

Difputation.

—

Mt. Smith's Works
are not many.—His celebrated

Tragedy, PhteJra and Hippolitus,

was afted at the Theatre-Royal
in 1707 ; and was introduced

upon the Stage, at a Time when
the Italian Operas fo much en-

groffed the polite World, that

Senfe was altogether facrificed to

Sound : And this occasioned Mr.
Addifon, who did our Poet the

Honour to write the Prologue, to

rally therein the vitiated Tafte of
the Public, in preferring the un-
ideal Entertainment of an Opera
to the genuine Senfe of a Britijb

Poet. — This Tragedy, with ^

Poem to the Memory of Mr.
John PbilHpiy his moft inti-

mate Friend, three or four Odes,
and a Latifi Oration, fpoken pub-
lickly at Oxford^ in Laudem Tho-
mx Bodltiiy were publifljed in the
Year 17 19, under the Name of
his JVorkiy by Mr. Oldifivorth

}

who prefixed a Character of the
Author, from whence this Ac-
count is taken.—Mr. Smith died

in the Year 17 to, in the 42d
Year of his Age, at the Seat of
George Dtickct, Efqj called Har-
tbam in IViltfhire, and was buried
in the Parift Church there-
Mr. Oldifzvorth has reprefented'

Mr. Smith, as a Man abounding
with Qualities equally good and
great j and we have no Reafon to

impute this Panegyric to the Par-

S M
tiallty of Friendfliip.—Mr. Smith

had, neverthelefs, fome flight

Defefls in his Conduft ; one wag

an extreme Careleffne'' n Drefs,

which Singularity procured hint

the Name of Captain Ragg.-^

His Perfon was yet fo well form-

ed, that no Negleft of this Kind
could render it dilagreeable 5 in-

fomuch that the Fair Sex, who
obferved and admired him, ufed

at once to commend and reprove

him, by the Name of the hand-

fomc Sloven.—It is acknowledg-

ed alfo, that he was much in-

clined to Intemperance ; which

funk him into that Sloth and In-

dolence, which has been the

Bane of many a bright Genius.

Upon the whole, he was a good-

natured Man, a finifhed Skholar,

a fine Poet, and a difcerning

Critic.

Smith, Mr. Henry^ wrote in

the Reign of JVilliam III.—He
belonged to Clifford's' Jnny and

was Author of one Play, en-

titled.

The Primeft ef Pahma. T.
Smith, Mr. John, was born

at Tork, received his Education

at Oxford, and was, for many
Years, Vniar-Msi^er of Magdalen

School in that City.—He is .
:•*

to have lived afterwards in Tc'.-

jbire ; and to have wrote one dra-

matic Piece, refufed by the Play-

ers, but printed about t;ie Year
1 69 1, under the Title of,

Cytherea. Com.
Smith, Mr. W//f<zw.—This

Gentleman wrote, in the Reign
of King "Jamei I, two dramatic

Pieces, whofe Titles are,

1. Freeman t Honour . Pljy.

Vid. \q\. I. Appen-
dix.

2. HeSior of Germany, H'A,
Play.

The firft of tbem, I beiicve, ne-

ver
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ver appeared in Print, being only
mentioned in the Epiftle Dedica-
tory of the other,

Coxfter quaerics, whether this

Author is not the ffliliam Smithy
Rouge Dragon'P\ix(mv&nt. at Arms,
ffokcn of in the EvgHpj Topogra-
pher, pag. 2.

Smollet, Tobiasy M. D.

—

A veil-known Writer of the
prefent Age, is a Native of North
Briton, and was bred a Sea Sur-

geon.— He ferved in the War
which was terminated by the
Peace of Aix la Cbapelle, in J 748.
Having then no farther Employ-
ment at Sea, he betook himfelf
to his Pen j and, being happy in

a lively Genius, he loon pro-

duced his celebrated Novel, en-
titled Roderick Random j which
met with great Succefs.—This
encouraged him to purfue the

fame Path, and he afterwards

gave the Town anoth-^r Novel,

entitled PertgrintTickie ; in which
he luckily introduced the Hiftory

of the celebrated Lady Fane.-"
This Epifode gave the Book a

great Run; but it had likewife

no inconftderable Merit, inde-

pendent of that Lady's enter-

taining Story ; the Materials of
which, it is faid, flie herfelf

furniflied.—He likewife wrote a

third Novel, entitled Ferdinand

Count Fathom, which was judged

greatly inferior to the two for-

t%'*fr; and to this Gentleman alfo

the Public is obliged for a new
Tranflation of Gil Bias, which
was well received.—He alfo made
a new Tranflation of Don ^ix-
6te, from the Spanifi> t—And, in

175a, he ilruck into a difterent

Branch of Literature, and pub-
liflied a Tra6l on Bathing and

Buth Waters.—About this Time
he obtained a Degree as Do£^or

of PhyCc—He rcfided at ChilJ'cfit

and had tome PraAicej but wri-

S M
ting was his chief Purfuit.—Hii

lliflory of England TMX with ama-
zing Succefs

J
but this was chiefly

attributed to the uncommon Arts

of Publication made ufe of by
his Bookfeller ; nevcrthelcfs,

there is'confiderabie Merit in the

Doftor's Hiftory ; which, in Point
of Style, is inferior to none.—
He alfo unfortunately engaged in

a periodical Work, entitled the
Critical Review ^ in which the
Acrimony of his Stridlures ex-
pofcd him to great Inconveni-
ences, particularly a Profecution

from Admiral Knoivlet j in Con-
fequence of which he underwent
a heavy Fine and Imprifonraent

in the King'i Bench.—This feems
to have {iven him a Difgufl to-

wards Criticifm ; and probably

againft AuthorHiip in general.—
Neverthelefs, it is faid, he en«
gaged (in the Year 1762) in the

Political Controverfy relating to

Lord Buttf and the Oppofition

formed againft that Minifter ; and
that he wrote the periodical Pa-
per, entitled The Briton.'—Uovf-

ever, his Health being fomewhat
impaired, he dropt that Paper,

and retired into France, in Hopes
of receiving Benefit from that

milder Climate.

The Doctor had a very agreea-

ble Vein of Poetry ; as appeared

by fome little occafional Pieces,

particularly The Tears of Scotland

^

printed in a Colleftion of inge-

nious Poems, entit/cd The Union,

He is Author of two dramatic

Pieces, vix.

I, The Regicide. Trag. print-

ed in X749, refufid by

Mr. Garnck, and never

a£led.

a. The Reprifdl, or the Tars of

Old England. Farce, aft-

ed, with no great Succefs,

at the Theatre in Drury

Lane, 17 ^j.
Smyth,
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Smyth,

s o s o
Smy-JH, Jamet More, Efq; Southfrn, Tkcmai. — Tills

was the Son of Arthur More, eminent Poet was born in Dub'

Efq; one of the Lords Commif- Hn, in the Year 1660, and re-

fioners of Trade in the Reign of ceivcd his Education at the Uni-

Queen ylnne\ and his Motlier vcrlity there.—In the 18th Year

was the Daughter of Mr. Smyth, of his Age he quitted Irelard,

who left this his Grandfon an and, as his Intention was to pur-

handfome Eftate-, upon which fue a lucrative Profeflion, he en-

Account he obtained an Aft of tered himlclf in the Middle Tcm*

Parliament to change his Name pie j but the natural Vivacity of

from More to Smyth] and, be- his Mind overcoming all Confid^r-

fides this Eftate at the Death of ations of Advantage, he quitted

his Grandfather, he had his Place that State of Life, and entered

of Pay-Mafter to the Band of into the more agreeable Service

Gentlemen Penfioners , jointly of the Mufes.—The firft drama-

with his younger Brother, Ar- tic Performance of Mr. Southern,

thur More, Efq;—He was bred at was his Perfian Pr.r.ce, or Loyal

Oxford, and wrote one Comedy, Brother, afted in the Year 1682.

called, This Play was introduced at a

The Rival Modes, 1726. Time when the Tory Intereft

He wrote feveral humorous Songs was triumphant in England, and

and Poems, and, in Conjunftion the Charaftcr of the Loyal Bro-

with the late Duke of f-Ftarton, ther was intended to compliment

began a weekly Paper, called yamti Duke of Tork, who after-

Ihe Jnquifttor, which favoured fo wards rewarded the Poet.—His

much of Jacobitifm, that the next Play was a Comedy, called

Publifhcr thought it too danger- the Difappointment, or tie Mother

ous to print, and it dropt of Courfe. in Fajhion, performed in the Year
He died in the Year 1734.—This

Gentleman having the Misfor-

tune to rank with the Enemies

of Mr. Pipe, was honoured y^'x^h a

Place in that immortal Satire,

Ihe Dunciad ',
in which he is

damn'd to evcrlafting Fame.—
He is particulnrly pointed at there,

as a notorious Plagiary, inftanced

in a remarkable Story, for which

the Reader is referred to the

16S4.

After the Acccflion of King
James H, to the Throne, when
the Duke of Monmouth made an
unfortunate Attempt upon his

Uncle's Crown, Mr. Southern

went into the Army, in the Re-
giment of Foot raifcd by the
Lord Ferrers, afterwards com-
manded by the Duke of Benvicki
and he had three Commifllons,

Notes to the fecond Book of the viz. Enfign, Lieut^'nant andCap
Dunciad) in that Part which cc- tain, under King James, in that

lebratcs the Foot-Race of the

Bookfcllers.

SoMMER, Mr.—Of thi? Gen-
tleman I know nothing f.uthcr

than the finding his Nnmc on
the Lift of Authors of the Year

1740, tor c'.ic dramatic Piece,

entitled,

OsPHrus and £uaiDici»
Engliih Opera,

Regiment.—During the Reign of
this Prince, in the Year before

the Revolution, he wrote a Tra-
gedy, called the Spartan Dame.—'
This Play wai inimitably aftcd.

Mr. Both, Mr. m/kes, Mr. C/*-

^T, Mr. Mills, fen. Mrs. Old-

fcld, and Mrs. Porter, all per-

formed in it, in their Height nf

Refutation, and the full Vigour

of

tit!'
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of their Powers.—Mr. Southern

acknov ledged, that he received

from the Book-fcUcr, as a Price

for this Play, 150I. which at

that Time was very extraordi-

nary. — He was the firft who
railed the Advantage of PJay-

writing to a fccond and third

Night.

—

Southern was induftrious

to draw all imaginable Profits

from his poetical Labours.

—

Dry-

den once took Occulion to afk

him, how much he got by one of

his Plays ? to which he anfwer-

ed, that he was really afhamed to

inform him.—-But Mr. Dryden

being a little importunate to

know, he plainly told him, that

by his laft Play he cleared feven

hundred Pounds j which appear-

ed aftoni(hing to Dryden, as he

himfclf had never been able to

acquire more than one hundred

by his moft fucci-'fsful Pieces.—

The Secret is, Southern was not

beneath the Drudgery of Sollici-

tation, and often fold his Tickets

at a very high Price, by making
Applications to Perfons of Dif-

tindiionj which, perhaps, Dry-

den thought was much beneath

the Dignity of a Poet,—Our Au-
thor continued, from Time to

Time, to entertain the Public

with his dramatic Pieces, the

greateft Part of which met with

the Succefs t! y dcferved.

Of our Author's Comedies,

none are in Poflfeflion of the

Stage, nor perhaps defcrvc to be

fo ; for in that Province he is

lefs excellent than in Tragedy.—
The moft finished, and the moft

jpathetic of hi Plays, in the O-
pinion of the Critics, is his Oroo-

tnko.' His Fatal Marriage, or

Innocent j^dultery, met with de-

fervcd Succefs ; the affecting In*

«ident8, and intcrefting Tale in

the Tragic Part, rufficiently com-
penfatt for the low, tiifling, Co-

S T
mlc Part.—Mr. Southern died in

the Year 1746, in the 86th Year
of his Age; the latter Part of

which he fpent in a peaceful Se-

renity, having, by his Commif*
fion as a Soldier, and the Profits

of his dramatic Works, acquired

a handfome Fortune ; and, being
an exaft Oeconomift, he im-
proved what Fortune he gained,

to the beft Advantage : He en-
joyed the loDgeft Life of all our
Poets, and died the richeft of
them, a very few excepted.

His dramatic Pieces are,

1. The Loyal Brother. Trag.

1682.

2. The Difappointment. Com.
16S4.

3. Sir Anthony Love, or

the Rambling Lady. Com.
1690.

4. The H''i-ues Excufe, or Cuck-

elds make tbenifelvcs. Com.
1692.

5. The M-'.^s laft Prayer, or

j^ny Ui':^ rather thanfat t»

Com. 1093.

6. The Fatal Marriage, or the

Innocent Adultery. Trag.

1694.

7. Oroonoko. Trag. 1696.

%. The Fate of Cav\J A. Tr.

1700.

9. The Spartan Z)<iwf. T,

10. Money* s the Miftrtfi. Com,

Stapleton, Sir Robert, was
the third Son of Richard Staple*

ton, Efq} of Carleton in Torkjhire,

and was educated a Roman Ca-

tholic, in the College of the £ffj^«

/^ Bt-nediftines, at Doictfy ; but,

bcinj; born with a poetical Turn,

and too volatile to be cunfincc

within the Wails of a Cloiftcr,

he threw off the Reftraint of hii

Education, quitted a reclufe Lifei

came over to England, and turn

cd Proteftant.«»Sir Rthtrt havin

goo
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PLETON, S\r Robert, was

rd Son of Richard Staph

Trag.

1696.

, Tr.

Com.

S T
good IntereO, the Change of his

Religion, having prepared the

Way to Preferment ; he was

made Gentleman-Uflter of the

Privy-Chanjbcr to the Prince of

JVales, afterwards Charlall.—Wc
find him afterwards adhering to

the Intereft of his Royal Maf-
ter ; for when his Majefty was

diiven out of London, by the

Threatnings and Tumults of the

difcontented, he followed him,

and, in 1642, he received the

Honour of Knighthood.—After

the Battle of Edgehill, when his

Majefty was obliged to retire to

Oxford, ©ur Author then attend-

ed him, and was created Doftor

of the Civil Laws.—When the

Royal Caufc declined, Stapleton

thought proper to retire and ap-

ply himfelf to Study j and, as he

was not amongft the moft con-

fpicuous of the Royalifts, he was

fufFcred to enjoy his Solitude un-

molcfted.r—At the Reftotation he

as again promoted in the Ser-

ice of Charlei W. and held a

Place in that Monarch's Eftcem

'till his Death.

—

Langbaine fays,

that his Writings have made him
not only known, but admired,

throughout all England, and

while Mufaut and Juvenal are in

Ellcem with the Learned, Sir

Robertas Fame will ftill furvive

;

the Tranflation of thefetwo Au-
thors hav.'ng placed his Name in

I ' m

r-VI

the Templo of Immortality.—As
.V — *- i/t- '<* Mkfmii, he had fo great a Va-

q; of Carhton in Tork/fPire,^^^
f^^ y^^^^ ^,^^^^ ^^.^^^ ^^ j^^j

as educated a Roman k.*-
^ar.iutcd him, he reduced the

in the College of the £«£•
jjQjy ^^^^ ^ dra.'natic Poem,

nediftines, at Dotvay ;
but.

.^j^^^

born with a poetical Turn, HeroW Leander. Trag.

QO volatile to be confincc p^.^^^^ j^^ ^^^^ ^gg^
1 the Walls of a Cloiftcr, vhcthcr this Play was ever aft-

ew oflfthe Reftraint of hn jj, uncertain, though the Pro-

tion, quitted a redufe Lttc
^^,^^ ^^^ Epilogue fecm to im-

ovcr to England, and turn
,j ^^^^ jj appctwd on th« Stage.

teftant.-Sir R^n having

|0«

S T
Befides thefe Traanatioos and this

Tragedy, our Author wrote

The Slighted Maid. Com. a£t-

ed at the Theatre in Lin-

coin*s -Inn- Fields, by the

Duke of Tcrk's Servants,

1663. <

Steele, Sir Richard, was
born about the Year 1676, in

Ireland, in which Kingdom one
Branch of the F?miiy was pof-

fefTed of a confiderable Eftate in

the County offf^exford.—His Fa»
ther, a Counfellor at Law in

Dub/in, was private Secretary to

Jamei Duke of Ormond, but he
was of Engli/b Extra^tioo, and
his Son, while very youag, be-

'ng carried to London, he put him
to School at the Charter-houfe,

whence he was removed to Mer-
ton College in Oxford, where he
was admitted a Poft-Mafter, in

1692.—-His Inclination and Ge-
nius being turned to polite Lite-

rature, he commenced Author
during his Refidcnce in the Uni-
verfity, and actually finiHied s

Comedy; which, however, he
thought fit to fupprefs, as un-
worthy of his Genius.—Mr. Steeli

was well beloved and refpeflcd by
the whole Society, and had a good
Intereft with them after he left

the Univerfity, which he did

without taking any Degree, in

the full Refolution to enter into

the Army.—This Step was high-
ly difpleafing to his Friends ; but
the Ardor of his PaiTion for a
military Life, rendered him deaf

to any other Propofal.—Not be-

ing able to procure a better Sta-

tion, he entered as a private Gen-
tleman in the Horfe-Guards, not-

withftanding he thereby loft the
Succcflion to his Irijb Eftate.—
However, as he had a Flow of
Good 'Nature, a generous Opcn-
ncfs and Frankneft of Spirit, and

[ G g ] a fpark*
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a fparklinp Vivacity of Wit,—
thefe QiJalities rendered him the
Delight of the Soldiery, and pro-

cured him an Enfign's Commif-
fion in the Guards.—In the mean
Time, as he had made Choice of

a Profcflion, which fet him free

from all the ordinary Reftraints

in Youth, he fpared not to in-

dulge his Inclinations in the

wildeft Exceflcs.~-Yet his Gaie-
ties and Revels did not pafs with-
out fomc cool Hours of Reflec-

tion, and in thefe it was that he
drew up his little Treatife, en-

titled The Chrifian Hero, with a

Defign, if we may believe him-
fclf, to be a Check upon his Paf-

fions.—For this \Jic and Purpofe

it had 'nin fome Time by him,
when he printed it in 1701, with

a Dedication to Lord Cufts, who
had not only appointed him his

private Secretary, but procured

for him a Company in Lord Lu-
cas's Regiment of Fufiliers.—The
whole Plan and Tcnour of our

Author's Book was fuch a flat

(^)ntradiftion to the general

Coiirfe of his Life, that it be-

tamc a Subjeft of much Mirth
und Raillery: But thefe Shafts

had no Effert j he perfevered in-

variably in th2 fame Contradic-

tion, and, though he had no
Power to change his Heart, yet

his Pen was never prodituted to

his Follies.—Under the Influence

of that good Senfc, he wrote his

Comedy, called,

The Funeral.

This Play procured him the Re-
gard of King hf^illiamy who re-

foivcd to give him fome eHcntiai

Maries of his Favour ; and tho',

upon that Prince's Death, his

Hopes were difappointed, yrt, in

tlic Beginning of Queen y^w/ir's

Reign, he was appomted to the

prufltablc Place of Gaxfttcer,—
He owed this Poft to the Friend-

S T
fliip of Lord Hafifax and the Earl
of Sunderland, to whom he had
been rctommended by his School-
Fellow Mr. y4A///or.-^That Gen
tieman alfo lent him an helping
Hand in promoting the Comedy,
called The Tender Hujbatid, which
was afled in 1704, with great
Succcfs.—But his next Play, The
Lyij;g Lcntr, found a very dif-

ferent Fate.—Upon this Rebuff
from the Stage, he turned the
fame humorous Current into an-
other Channel ; and, early in the
Year 1709, he began to'publifli

Tkc Tatler'j which admirable Pa-
per was undertaken in Concert
with Dr. Sivift.—His Reputation
was pcrfeftly eltabliflied bj this

Work ; and, during the Courfe
of it, he was made a Commif-
fioner of the Stamp-Duties, in

1710.—Upon the Change of the
Miniftry the fame Year, he fided

with the Duke of Alailkrough,
who had fevcral Years entertain-

ed a FricndOiip for him } and,

upon his Grace's Difmifllon from
all Employments, in 1711, Mr.
Steele addrcflcd a Letter of Thanl's
to him for the Services done to

his Country.—However, as our

Author J^ill continued tc hold his

Place in the Stamp- Office under

the new Adminiftration, he for-

bore entering with his Pen upon
political Subjcfls.— But, adhe-

ring more clofcly to Mr. Addifcn^fife,

ftcihe dropt t(-e Tatler ; and after-

wards, by the Afliftance chiefly
|

of that (leady Friend, he carried

on the fame Plan, under the Ti-

tle of The S^f^titor.—The Suc-

cefs of this Paper was equal to I

that of the former, which en-

couraged him, before the Clofc

of it, to proceed upon the fame I

Dt'fign i.i the Charafler of r^j

Guardian.—This was opened inl

the Bfginning of the Year I7IJ)I

and W4;> laid down to Oil^btr thtl

f»!ni|
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e former, which cn-

.im, before the CloK

jrocced upon the fame

the Charaftcr of rM
-This was opened in I

jinji of the Year 171 J,

id down to OH«^tr thtl

' s r
time Year.—But, in the Courfe

of it, his Thoughts took a ftrongcr

Turn to Politics j he engaged

rvith great Warmth ag.\inll the

Minillry, .".nd, being determined

to profccurc his Views that Way,
((V procuring a Sc*t in the Houle
of Commons, he immediately re-

moved all OI)rt..rl\:s thereto.—For

that Purpofe, }ie took Care to

pK'vont a forcible Difmiflionfrom

lib Poil in the St.iinp Office, by

.1 timely Refignation of it to the

r..>rl of Oxford j and, at the fame

'I'inie, gave up a Penfion, which
hud been, till this Time, paid

him bv the Queen, as a Servant

to tiie )ate Prince George of iJcn-

rr.ai k.—Hihii done, he wrote the

famous Cujrdi\.n upon the Dc-
r (Ution of Duniiri, which was
publiihed ^/'^. 7, 1713

'f
and the

I'arliament being diffolved the

next Day, th-: Ciaulian was foon

followed by feveral other warm
political Tradls againft the Ad-
miniftravion,—Upon the Meeting
of the new.Purliamcnt, Mr. Steefe

h.iving been returned a Member
for the Borough of Stociindge in

Ikrfci'^ire, took his Seat atcoi'-

dingly in the Honfe of Comir.ons,
but was expelled thence in a ft

w

Days nftcr, for writing fevcral fc-

ditious and fcandalous Libels, as

he had bcfP indeed forewarned
l,y the Author of a periodical Pa-
per, called 'Jha Examitur.— Pre-

fently .»ftcr hii Expulfnn, he pub-
liiTicd Propofals for wiiting the

HiJlory of the Duke of Mun'lo-
rough,—At the fame Time he
Jlfo wrntc T'r .V//>y?<r; an J, in

Oppofition to He Fximirer, he
fct up a Paper calKd T/.-e Rejder,

and con'.inucd publifhing feveral

other Things in the fame Spi-

rit, 'tiil the Death of the Queen.
Imniediitc'./ ,'fur which, as a

Howard for thefc Services, he was
taken into Favour by her Sur

S T
cciTor to the Throne, King
George I. and appointed Surveyor

to the Royal Stables oi IJamfiton-

Court, and put into the Commif-
fion of the Peace in the County
of MiddUfcx j and, h.-iving pro-

cured a Licence for chief Mana-
ger of the Royal Company of Co-
medians, he eafily obtained it to

be changed the fame Year, 1714,-

into a Patent from his Majelly,

appointing him Governor of the

faid Company during his Life;,

and to his Executors, Adminif-
tritors, or AlVigns, for the Space

of three Years afterwards.—He
was alfo chofen one of the Re-
prefentatives for liorougLbritlge in

Torkjhirf, in the firfl Parliament

of that King, who conferred the

Honour of Knighthood upon him,
^'//"v7 28, 1715, and, \\\ jiugujt

following, he received five hun-
dred Pounds fr6m Sir Robert fi'a.'-

polc, for fpecial Sei vices.—Thus
highly encouraged, he triumphed
over his Opponents in fevcral

Pamphlets wrote in this and the

followinjj Ye;rT.— In 1717, be was
appointed one of the Commif-
f.oners f t enquiring into the Ef.

tates forfeited by the late Rebcl-
li:m in ScotU'ul.—This carried

him into that Part of the united

Kin-dom, wherp, how unwel-
cor. c a Gucd focver he miglit be

t.) tliv.' Generality, yet he rece-iv-

cd from fvcval o\ the Nobil'ty

and Gmtry, the moH diflinguiih-

ing Marks 01 ....ipcfl.—In 178,
he buried his fccond Wife, v .»

had brought him a handfonio
Fortune, and a good Eftitc in

IValti-^ but neither tirnt, north';

an»ple Additions lately made t.j

h 3 Jncone, were fufficient to

anfwe-r his DimmJ'. Thi
thou'^:htIefs Vivacity of his Spirit

often reduced him to little Shifts
;;'. %Vit for its Support ; and the

Projecl of the Fijh /(j;/ tUii W-.it^

[ G g i ] ow\.d
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owed Its Birth chiefly to the Pro-
jector's Neccflitics. —-The fol

iowing Year Le oppofed the re-

ttiarkable Peerage Bill tn the

Woufe uf Commons, and, during

the Conrfe of this Oppofition to

the Court, his Licence for a'.'^ing

Plays was revoked, and his Pa-
tent rendered ine(fc<Sual, at the

Inftance of the Lord Chambtr-
iain.—He did his utmoft to (>r''-

vent fo great a Lofs, and, finding

very direifl Avenue of Approach
(.1 his Royal Mafic, edcdually
^.irif.i ftfu^f^ liirn by his pow-
»rfii] Adv. fary, he had Rccourlt

to the Mc hci! of ^ ,''j'ing vo the

PnfiliCi, in Hone-: lii,;r his Com-
plaints woulu .rach the Eat of

his Sovereign, tiunieh :!i an in-

diiedv Coiufe^ by that Canal.

—

in this Spirit lu* formed the Plan

of a periodical Paper, to be pub-

liff;. J twice a Week, under the

Title of fbe liratrti the firft

Number of which came out on
the 20 of yiinuoy 1719-10,—In

the mean 1 inic, the Mi'.foriunii

of bjlng out of FavoiJi ac Court,

like other Misfortune:;, drew af-

ter it A Train of mere.—Ddriijg

the Co',nTc ^t this Paper, in A'hi«:h

he had aruirr.cd the leigned Name
of Sir Idn Iidr.u\ he was out-

ragfoully attarkcd by Mi". Dmnis,

the noted Criti-;, in a very abu-

fivc Pjmphlet, cntiiled "t'.e Cfa-

rafifer and Ccndiicf of ^'tr Joht Ed-
g.ir.—To this Inftlt our Autlior

mace a proper Reply in T.*"?

Heatre.

While he wa? ftru^'gling, wi h

xll his Might, to fave himfelf

from Ruin, he found Time to

turn his Pei» f^ainft the mif«

chievcus Sa. Hea Scheme,

vliich had . ...y brought the

Nation to Ruin, in 1720.—And
the next Year he was reflored to

his Office and Authority in the

Play-boufc in Vrurj-Lam,—Of

ST
this it was not long before he
made an additional Advantapr,

by bringing his celebra'id Co-
medy, called tLe Ctttfc'/tuf l.ovets^

upon that Stage, where '; .• as

adtcd with prodigiotr. Sure fs }

fo that the K-xeipt (h^re ni'.l

ha^3been ves y confiderahlc, w-
fide', the Profi< accrui: j' by the

Sale o^ the Copy, nnd a Purfe of

five hmdred Pounds given to him
by the Kin^, to whom h^ dedi-

cated it —Yet, notwjthlbndir.g

thcfe ample !'ccr'nts, about rhc

Year followi'g, being redtic .

to the utmoft Extremity, '.e folu

his Share in the Play-Houle, and

foon after commenced aLaw[-Suit

with the Managers, which in

1726, was determined to hisDif-

advantage —Having now again,

for the laft Time, brought his

Fortune, by the moft hcedlefi

Profufion, into a ds-fperate Con-
dition, he was rendered altoge-

ther incapable of retrieving the

Lofs, by being feized with a pa-

ralytic Difbrdtr, which greatly

impaired his Undcrihmding.—In
j

thefe unhappy Circumftances, he
i

retired to his Seat at Latigucnor\

near Caermartbin in IValei j where
he paid the laft Debt to Nature,

on the z\A of Sfpfemher, 1729,
and was privately intcrr'd, accor-|

ding to his own Defire, in the]

Church of Caermarthen,—Among!
his Papers were found the Ma-
nufcript!. of two Plays ; one called!

tbt Cenikman, founded upon tlel

Eunuch of Terence j and the othcri

entitled ti>e Sih::^ ^f ASiion, botlij

nearlv finiflicd,

Of three C

Richard had '

Eltzabi,. '

then liv*! .., w

in 173'., ! '.

7rnjcr, T; ; '>nc of the fVcki

Jud£:rs, iS id nn'v, "'aron Tmcr c

iVtff.i)i;»fl,—• i> 4 ..iitard was
Mai

•M which Sit

fccond WifcJ

the only on^

married ycunp^J

honoiiiable ?^'.i
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Man of iindHriniblcd and exton-

fivc Bi-ncvuUnce, a Friend to the

I'ricndlcfs, and, as fir as his Cir-

cun\ftanccs would permit, the

r.ahcf of every Oiphan.—His

V/oiic? are cha(tc and manly.

—

Kc •^is a Sirangtr to the mod
d!;^i'' Appearance of Envy or

M.i; v'olcncc, never jfalous of any

Man's grov.ing Reputation, and

fo fir from arrogating any I'raifc

to hioiiclf from his Conjumftion

.•it!i Mr. AU'fon, that he wms
the firll who difirtd him to d;f-

t"n;:uini his Papers.— ilis grcatcft

hiror was Want of Oeconomy.
Howcvir, he was certainly the

nioft agreeable, and (if we may
be allowed the Expienfion) the

moil innocent Rake, that ever

trod the Rounds of Indulgence.

St r. 1' H E N s, Mr. 7-^''> I'^'^'l

in the Reign of ''fum-i II. was a

Member of the Honourr.lile Soci-

ety of l.inc(jin's-lnny and Author

Of" one dramatic Piece, fntit!ed,

Cvnthia'j Rci'ingf. 'I'rap.

S T F, piir.N>-, Capt. Job)!.—To
thi* Cenrifrnan, wlio w;is alio

Author oi a Dii^'onary of the

Sj'(rni(b and K'ig-p> Lan^u igcs,

publiftcd in the Reign ot" King
(icorge I. C.f.xitcr has afcribed one

drimaiic Pie c, cither tritnflatrd

or borrowed fiom I lie Sj .n.ijl-y

but vhich I Jo not llnJ t;;!;en No-
tice of any where clfe.-—The Ti»

'it of which i*;,

.^'n jF'rt7;.'/?if'i htrl^ne.

Whether this Piece wr>s over :ufl-

(.i, or when it was publi/Ticd, arc

I'ircumlhmccs \^e -- -" —
finifhed.

three C

d had »

1,

Iv

J -id nc'v

at' no' ac-

<Hiaintcd wivh.-—Tht - i.^ior d'.i-*

in AW. 1 T.6.

Stf. Ri rNr, K".-. Mr.—This

C( ntJcman v,.\u .i Native odrc'drnf,

and, indulging;, bi<! Paflion Un the

Tragic Mufr, h.is oblige^ tl-.c

Woii.: aith two Playr, (ntitlcd,

1. Pivri'iie, Tra,'.

2, Rirji C\'t:i.r,i,'i, Tia?.

S T
Stevfks, Mr. George /llx-

ander.—Thii Gentleman, who is

Hill living, and is well known
both as an Adlor and Author,

but flill mo.*-e fo as a Boon Com-
panion, was born in Inland,-—

Inclination orNctcflity, and pro-

bably both, led him early to the

Stage, in which Prolcnion he

pafTed fome Years in itinerant

Compani(s, particuhuly in that

wliofe princip.il Station is at lAn-

colKy till at Icnrth he feems to

liave fixed his Refuiencc in Lon-
(i'.ti, W'liere he is eftabliflied by an

Engagement at the Theatre Royal

in Dri^fy-Lavc.—As a Compa-
nion, he is chearfiil, humorous
and entertaining

;
particularly af-

ter il;e Manner of his Predei «;(ror

'Jon lyi'rfiy, by his Singing,

with much Drollery and Spirit,

a Variety of Songs of his own
Writing, many of which arc not

only poflcffed of great Humour,
but true Wit, a happy Manner of

r.xprcflion, and an Originality

oi Fancy , not often exceed-

jd by Authors in that Walk
of I'oetry. He has, indeed,

been fomctimcs conden n.d ,

and that not entirely witb.out

Cauf'", for having run into too

great a Degree of Libertinifm iJi

hi- little Sallies of this Kind.

—

Mr, Stevens i". alfo Au lior of

a Novel in two Volumes, entitled

the yLhuiithrci of Tom Fco^ and

has alfo of late brcn concerned in

r vcial literary Productions of the

pi nodical Kind, r/.r. EfT.ns in

ti,': FiilHc I.tdg/T, lUai,.iei of u^^

A''iiraxi!tc!, 5:c. in\^hiihli' ;;ivcs

F jcif of a confidcrable ."-liare both

ot Hnmour and Genius.—His
Claim to a Pl.i 2 in this Work, is

hi^; having been Author cf on.i

P':c(c, n.vcr aif^rd, nor 1 believe

irilcnj'd tor the Stage, but writ-

ten after the Mann.r, and with

the fame Dcfign, of Tom Tbimb,

[ G g 3 j U»n>o/h-
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Chroronhotontbologoif Sec. — It is

CJititlcd,

Difin^i upon Difirefs, Burlefque

Trag. printed about the

Year 1749, *** Dubtiny

and rerrinted by the Book-
feller* in London,

Stevens, Jobn.—1K\s Per-
fon was by Profe/Tion a Book-
felJer, but, failing in Bufinefs,

applied for Subfiftence to thecol-

lefting together any Materials he
could meet with of the poetical

Produ£lions of his Acquaintance,
and printing them for his own
Advantage, fometimes at his own,
and fometimes v/ithout any Men-
tion of the Authors, but more
frequently making Ufe of their

Names for a SanAion to Pieces

which he put forth without their

Confcnt, and, indeed, to their

Prejudice, beinp gei.'erally print-

ed from fpurious aid incorrcft

Copies, which he had by fome
clandefline Means or other pro-

cur'd.—Among other of his Pub-
liczitions is one dramatic Piece,

*or v^hich he took Subfcription

in his own Name; but, indif-

ferent as it is, J am n-.urh in

Doubt as to its Leing Jils own.—
It is entitled,

'Ihe l\'oJnnff'ife. Ccim. I745.

Stirling, // ; /// um Ahxan-
^cr. Earl of> —The Family of

this North Bri.'i/^.) Bard was ori-

gina!!/ a Brand) of the Muccic-

nitliis. Alexander MacdoraU,

their An rcftor, obtained from the

family of Ar^yle a Grant of t!ie

Lands of Mirjliy, in Clacmannn-

Jlire, where they f.xcd their Re,-

fiderice, and took llieir Sirnam'.'s

ixi m the Chril'lian Name of their

Pifc'cceflbr. — 0<;r Author was

lo'.n ill the Rci^ji cf Q ^ten Eli -

^abeth, iuid, dur.'ng ti .• Minority

cf 'JlHIiS V I. of yfotlatiJ, he gave

early Specimens of a rifing fJc-

nius; auii inu^b in)froved tLe iine

S T
Parts he had from Nature, by a

very polite and extenfive Educa-
tion.—He firft travelled abroai

as Tutor to the Earl of Argylcf

and, after his Return, being nap-

py in fo great a Patron as the

Earl, he was carefled by Pcrfons

of the firft Fafliion, while he yet

moved in the Sphere of a private

Gentleman, — Mr. Alexander ,

having a ftrong Propenfity to Po-
etry, declined entering upon any
public Employment for fome
Years, and dedicated all his Time
to the Study of the ancient Poets,

uoon whom he formed his Tafte,

Although King Jamet had but
few regal Qualities, yet he cer-

tainly was an Encourager of learn-

ed Mtn.—Accordingly, he foon

took Mr. Alexander into his Fa-
vour, and accepted the Poems,
our Autlior prefented hinj, with
the molt condefcending Marks of

Efteem.—In the Year 16 14, he
created him a Knight, and gave

him the Place of Mafter of the

Kequefts.

—

Charles I. alfo beftow-

cd on him great Marks of the

Royal Favour, and made him Se-

cretary of State for the Scotch

Affairs, in Place of the Earl of

Haddington, and a Peer, by the

Title of Vifcount Stirling j foon

after which he railed him to

the Dignity of an Earl, by Let-
ters Patent, dated ^tfw 14, 1633,
upon the Solemnity of his Ma-
jcfty's Coronation, at the Palace

of Hcl)-Rood-Hoiffe in Edinburgh.

His L' '1/hip enjoyed the Place of
Secretary with the moft unble-

miflicd Reputation, for the Sj;ace

of fifteen V'."'rs, even to h'n

Death, which happened on the

liih of February, 1640.

Mis Lordship's dtaUiutic i^ieces

are,

I, The Alexandria?' !/-,?•

gedie.

z< CiiiKSus. Trag.

3. Da-
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LEXANPRlAr V-'Ji-

S T
3. DARitrs. Trag.

4. Julius C/esar. Trag.

Thefe PJays are printed in Fol.

T599, 11629. — They are rather

Hiflorical Dialogues than dra-

matic Performances , and are

•written in alternate Verfc.

Strode, The Rev. Dr. IVil-

Ham.—This Gentleman was only

Son of Philip Strode, Efqj fome-

time living near Plimpton, and

Grandfon to Sir Richard Strode,

of Ne^vinham in Devonpire, in

which County he was born to-

wards the End of Queen Eb&a-
4>etFs Reign, and, at nineteen

Years of Age, was admitted to

his Degree of Arts in Chri^ Church

Co!!ege, Oxford, into which he

had been received a Student from
^f/?»j;'.'2/Jt'r School.—He took ho-
ly Orders, and became a florid

and celebrated Preacher in the

Univcrfity.— In 1620, he was
ckofen public Orator of the U-
uiverfity, being then one of the

Pro£lors of itj and two Years af-

tor was admitted to the Reading
of the Sentences.—In 1638, he
was inftalled Canon of Chri^
Church, and in the fame Month
created Dod^or in Divinity.

Dr. Strode died of a middle

Age, having only attained his

45th Year, on the icth cf March
1644, and was buried in the Di-
vinity Chapel belorging to the
Cathedral Church ofChr^ Church,

Oxon.—He was a good Preacher,

an txquifite Orator, an eminent
Poet, and indeed, in the general,

a Perfon of great Parts, tho', as

fyond obferves, n t ;rjual to tliofe

of fVilliam Cartivrigkt, of whom
fee an Account before.— '^'e pub-
liflied many Sermons, • hes,

Orations, Epiftles r: • i jpfv,«,

but h^; left behind nim uo mo»e
thi ; t . Attempt in the drams-
tic Way, which is entitled,

The Floating IJlanJ, Tv.Com

s u
Jf^ood has given us the Title of it

as follows,

Pajfitm calmed, or the fettling ef
the Floating Jfland.

Studly, Mr. yoA/7.—Of rhit

Gentleman I can find no farther

Mention made by any of the
"Writers, than that he flood in
high Eftimation as a Poet in the
Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and
that he "received his Education at

Trinity College, Cambridge.—All
the Conneftion he has with dra-
matic Hiftory, is his having tranf-

lated the fourth, feventh, eighth
and tenth Tragedies of Sincca^

viz.

1. Agamemnon.
B. Hercules Ortui.
3. Hippolitus.
4. Medea.
Sturmv, Mr. wrote three

PlaySj all of which feem to have
met w ith Succefs.—Their refpec-
tivc Titles are,

1. The Comprctnife. Com,
2. Lc-ve end Duty, Trag.

3. Sesostis. Trag. FiJ,
Vol. I. ApPENr>ix.

Suckling, Sir John, was
Son of Sir John SwMing, Comp-
troller of the HouCiold to King
Charlet .!. and was born in rhe
Vear 1613.—He cultivated Mu-
fi: and Poetry, and excelled in
both } for, though he had a Vi-
v.city and Sprightlinefs in h;«
Nature, which would not fufftr

his At intion to be long confimd
to any Thing, yet he was mace
ample Amends for this ly
Strength of Genius and Qulck-
nefs of Appiehcnfion.—In hi»
Youth he tr_velled into foreign
Countrier uid became a mcft
accompli/hi i Gentleman. — r?e
was alloweJ to have the peculiar
Happinefs of making every Thing
he did become him.—Yet he
was not fo c, voted to Wit, Gal-
lantry, and i.ae Mufcs. ai to be

wholly

'^
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wfeolly a Stranger to the C;imp,

In his Travels he midc a Cam-
paign under the g:i;;n Giijlavus

yldolpkui, vhere he was j»refcnt

at three Battles, five Sag
; and

fc-'eral Skirmiflics i anti, ;«' ,.Is

Valour was not .u remarkalic,

fays Mr. Langbuinc, in the Be-
ginning of our Civil Wars, yet

his Loyalty was exceedingly fo
j

for, after his Return to his Coun-
try, he raifed a Tioop of Horfe,

for the King's Service entirely at

his own Charge, and fo richly

and romplcatly mounted, that it

is fcii . to have coll him izooo \.

But ! --''c Troops and their Lea-

der Jllinpiiiflied themfelves only

bv their Finery, for they did no-

ti'.in^, for the King's Service,'

which Sir John laid very much
to Heart.—He died of a Fever,

at twenty- eight Years of Age.

—

The Advantages of Birth, Per-

fon, F.ducation, Parts and For-

tune, with whieh this Gentleman
fet out in the World, had raifed

tue Expe(5>ations of Mankind to

a prodig'ous Height ; and, per-

h.ips, his dying fo young was

bc'ter for his Fame, than if he

had lived longer. — He was n

Iprightly Wit and a courtly Wri-
ter, as Dryden fomewherc calls

him ; but certaiviy not a great

Genius, as fome have afFecSled to

reprcfcnt him ; a polite and eafy

Verfifier, but not a Poet.—H s

Works confift of a few Poems,

Letters, &c, and four Plays.-—

Thefe laft are,

1. Aglaura, Tragi-Com.

2. The Goblins. Tragi- Cor

3. BrENNOR ALT, or //6i'i

contttited Colonci. Tr.ig.

4. The fad One. Trag. kft

unfinhhed.

His Poems, Plays, Speeches,

Tta;ts and Letters, are all col-

kttcd into one Volume, in 8vo.

J-oq.

SwiN£v, Owf.'j a Gentleiran

S Y
born in Ireland, and formerly a

Manager of Drury-Luve 'i'heatrc,

and afterwards of the Q^ctns
Theatre in the llajtr.iirh.t. -•-

After Icavirg that Office he re-

fidcd in li.tly fevcral Years,

and, at his Return, procured a
Place in the Ci.Jfom - Houfe. —
He wrotp, or rather tranflati^d

from MJicre, one Play, callt;".

The Quacks, or Love's the Pby
f- r. Com. 17 10.

SwiNHOE, Ci'bert, Efq; a

Native of Northumberland, lived

in the Reigns of King Charles \,

and King Charles U. and, during

the Ufurpation, publilhed one
Play, entitled.

The Unhappy Fair I R E N x

.

Trag.

Sydney, S\r Philip, the Mar-
ccllus of the En^U(h Nation, was
born at Penjhurjl in Kent in 1554.
His Father was Sir Henry Syd-
ney, Bart and his Mother was
Mary, Daughter to John D' .ley,

Duke of Northumberland. He was
educated at Oxford, where he con-

tinued till feventeen Years of
Age, when he fet out on the Tour
of Europe, and at Paris narrowly

cfcaped the horrid Maflacre in

1572, by taking Shelter in tha

Houfe of the Engli(h AnibafTador.

Qj^een Elix,uheth fo highly prized

his Merit and Abilities, that flje

fent him Ambaflador to Vienna,

and to feveral other Courts in

Cermany ; and, when the Fame
of his Valour became fo erten-

fivc, that he was put in Elcdtion

for the Crown of Poland, (he re-

fuse d to further his Advance-
m< c ; left ihe (hould lofe the

brithteft Jewel of her Crown.—
The Brevity we are confined

to in this Work, will not per-

mit us to enlarge on the Tranf-

aftions -of his Life.—We ftiall

therefore only add, that he was

kille<^ at the Battle of Zutpben,

in 1586, while he was mounting
the!
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the third Horfc, having before

had two killed under him.—Be-
fidc his other Works, he wrote

one dramatic Piece, which is print-

ed with his Poems, and called,

The Lady of Mcy. Mafque,

prefented to Queen £//-

zabeth, in the Gardens of

^anjlcad in Ejex.

T.

TATE, Nabtmt, was born in

Irelandf and there educated.

He was, as Mr. Pope obferves in

the Notes to his Dunciad, a cold

Writer , of no Invention , but

tranflated tolerably, when be-

friended by Dryden, with whom
he fometimes wrote in Con*
jur.ftion.——-He fncceeded Dty-

den as Poet - Laureat, and was
concerned with Brady in a new
Vcrfio' i-thc Pfalnis.—He died

in I7it>j and was interred in St.

George'i Churdh, Soutlnvark.—-

His dramatic Pieces are,

I. BauTus o/Alba. Opera,

1678.

». The Loyal Genera/. Trag.

1680.

3. RiCHAKD III. or the Siei'

ban Ufurper, Hift. Play,

1681.

ij,. The Ingratitude ofa Common-
wealth, or the Fall of Co-
RioLANUs. 1682.

J,
Cuckold'^ Haven, or an Al-

derman nt Curjuror. Farce,

1685.

6. A Duke and no Duke. Farce,

1685. taken from Coc-

kain^s Trappolin,

7. The Jjland Princeft. Tragi

-

Com. 1687.

S. King Liar, altered from
Shakefpeare.

9, Injured Love, or the Cruel

IlujharJ, Trag,

T H
Tateham, John, City-Poet

in the Reign of Charles I. wrote

four Plays, viz.

I. The Dijirafled State. Trag.

1651.

a. Scots Vagariesf or a Knot

of Knaves. Com. 1652.

3, Love croivns the End, Tr.-

Com. 1657.

4. The Rump, or the Mirror

of the late 'Limes, Com,
1661.

Tavern ER, William, the Son

of Mr. Jeremiah I'avemer, a Por-

trait - Painter, was bred to the

Civil-Law, wh;ch he praftifed in

Doiitrs Commons.—Having a Turn
for dramatic Poetry, he wrote,

I. The Faithful Bride of Gra^
NADA. Com. 17 II.

a. The Ma.'d the Mijlrejs. C,

3. The Female Advocates, or

the Stock Jcbbers, Com,
1714.

4. The Artful Hufband, Com.
1716.

5. The Artful Wife, Com,
1717.

6. 'T/i v>Hl if it takes. Coin,

1720.
TAvtoR, Rthertf wrote one

PJay, callM,

The Hog has loft his Pearh
Com. 16 II.—-See the Ac-
count of this Play in our

firft Volume.
Theobaid, Mr. Lewis, '-^^

This Author, who was born at

Sittingborne in Kent, was the Son
of Mr. Theoba'd, an Attorney of

that Town, and was bred to liis

Father's Bufinefs.—He was con-

cerned in a Paper, called Tie
Cenforj and published an Edition

of all Shakefpeare's Plays, which
is ftill in great Efteem j being in

general prefered to thofe Editions

publilhed by Pope, JVarburton

,

and Hanmer,—His own dramatic

Pieces are^

X. The

%
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I^,,

T H
T. The Pkrsian Princeft, or

t/je Royal Villain. Trag.

1707.
2. Elkctra. Trag. tranf-

latcd from the Crtek of
Sophocles , with Notes

,

17 14.

3

.

O E 1 1' u s. King f>f Thvbes,

'i'liig. traiidatcd from So-

f>l-oiics, with Notes, 1715.
4. Pi. uiv's, or tbc PForhts

^
LI'jI . Com. tianflatcd

!'
1

^''(.in the Greek of Arifio-
' phunes, with Note% I715.

I 5. 'i'hc Clouds, Com. tranf-

latcd from ArifiophaneSy

T with Notes, 1715.
•r ^. The Perfdious Brother. T.

I 17 '6.

7- Pan awt/ Syrinx. Opera,

!
(' 8. The Tragedy p/KtngR:cH-

. ,|
ARD II. altered from

iij Shakejpearey 1 7 19.
'1 11 g. Double Falpood. T. 1729.

Thompson, Mr. Thomas.—

^

All wc can fay of this Author is,

that he published the two foU
lowing Plays,

I. The English Rogue, C.
1668.

a. Mother Ship TON. Com.
1671.

Thomson, Mr. Jamct, was
born in 1700, at Ednam, in the

Shire of Roxburgh, in Scotland.

His Father was Minifter of Ed-
vanty and was highly refpe£led for

his Piety and Diligence in the

\} I paftoral Duty.—At this Time the

Study of Poetry was become ge-

I

neral in Scotland, the beft EngUJh
\\ i Authors being univerfally read,

and Imitations of them attempt-

ed.

—

Tl-cmfon^s, Genius led him
this Way, and he foon rclin-

quifhed his Views of engaging
in the facrcd Fundion ; nor had
he any Profpeft of being other-

wife provided for in Scotland,

where the firft Fruits of his Gc-

T H
nius were not fo favourabjy re-

ceived as they I'efurvcil to be.

—

Hereupon he repaired to Lcndor,

where Works of Genius jcldom

fail of meeting with a candid

Reception ard due Enct.nrope-

ment. — Nor were the IIoiics

which Mr. Thtmfon had conceiv-

ed, from his Journey to the Ca-
pital, in the leaft dil'appointi J.—
The Reception he met with,

wherever he was introduced, em-
boldened him to rifque tlu- Pub-
lication of his excellent Poem on
Winter,—-This Piece was pub-

liflied in 1726 ; and, from the

univcrfal Applaufe it met with,

Mr. Thowfons Acquaintance was
courted by People of the firlt

Tafte and Fafliion.—But the chief

Advantage which it procured

him, waa the Acquaintance of

Dr. RundUy afterward 6i/hop of
Derry, who introduced him to

the late Lord Chancellor Talbct
;

and fome Years after, when the

eldeft Son of that Nobleman was
to make his Tour of Travelling,

Mr. Thomjon was chbfen as a

proper Companion for him.—-The
£xpe£tations which his Winter

had raifed, were fully fatisfied by

the fucceiTive Publications of the

other Scafons : Of Summer, in

the Year 1727 ; of Spn'rg, in

the followins-Year ; and ot Au-
tumn ; in a Quarto Edition of his

Works, in 1730. —- Befide the

Seafonst and his Tiagcdy of 5o-

phori/ha, written and afted with

Applaufe in the Year J 729, he
had, in 1727. publiflicd his Poem
to the Memory of Sir Ijaac AVw-
ton, with an Account of his

chiet Dil'coverics ; in which he

was afljflcd by his Friend Mr.
Gray, a Gentleman well verled

in the Ne<totonian Philofophy.—

That fame Year the Rcfentment

Of" 1- T Mcrchai.ts, for the Intcr-

rj^Lici of their Trade by tha

Sj^aniuidi
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Spaniards in America, running

very high, Mr. Thomjon zcaloufly

took part in it, and wrote his

fpirited and public-fpiritcd Bri-

tanma, to roufc the Nation to

Revenge.
With the Hon. Mr. Charles

Talbotf our Author vifitcd moft

of the Courts in Europe, and re-

turned with his Views greatly

T H
Place of Surveyor-General of the

Leeward -Ulands, procured for him
by Lord Lyttleton,—His Genius,

however, could not be fupprcffed

by any Reverfe of Fortune.—He
refumed his ufual Chearfulncfs,

and never abated one Article in

his Way of living j which, tho*

Ample, was genial and elegant.

The Profits arifing from his

enlarged ; not of exterior Nature Works were not inconfiderablc
;

only, and the Works of Art, but his Tragedy of y^i'awfwncff, adkd

of human Life and Manners, and

of the Conftitution and Policy of

the fevcral States, their Connec-

tions, and their religious Inftitu-

tions.—How particular and judi-

cious his Obfervations were, we

fee in his Poem on Liberty,
begun foon after his Return to

England.—We fee, at the fame

Time, to what a high Pitch his

Care of his Country was raifed,

by the Comparlfons he had all

\n 1738, yielded a good Sum.—
But his chief Depcndancc was
upon the late F'rince of Pf'alfs,

who fettled on him a handfomc
Allowance, and honoured him
with many Marks of particular

Favour.— Notwithllanding this,

however, he was rcfufed u Licence

for his Tragedy of Edward and
F.leanora, which he had prepared

for the Stage in the Year 1739.
Mr. Tbomfins next Perform

-

along been making of our happy ance was the Mafquc oi Alfred,

Government with thofe of other

Nations.—-To infpire his Fellow

Subjc£ls with the like Senti-

ments, and ftew them by what

Means the precious Freedom we
enjoy may be preferved, and how

written jointly with Mr. Mallet,

by the Command of the Prince

of Wales, for the Entertainment
of his Royal Highnefs's Court,

at Clijden, his Summer Refidence,

in the Year 1740.—Mr. Ikom-

it may be abnied or loft, he em- fon\ Poem, entitled the Cajlle of
ployed two Years in compofing Indolence, was his laft Work pub-

that noble Work; upon which liflied by himfclf j his Tragedy of

he valued hinifelf more than up- Coriolanus being only prepared for

on all bis other Writings.—On
his Return to England with Mr.
Talbot (who foon after died) the

Chancellor made him his Secre-

tary of Briefs ; a Place of little

Attendance, fuiting his retired

indolent Way of Life, and equal

to all his Wants.—This Place

fell when Death, not long after,

deprived him of h.\i noble Patron,

and he then found himfelf re-

duced to a State of precarious De-
pendance, in which he pafTed the

Remainder of his Life; except-

ing only the two laft Years of it,

during which he enjoyed the

the Theatre, when a fatal Acci-

dent robbed the World of one of
the beft of Men and beft of Poets.

He would commonly walk the

Diftance between London and Rich-

mond, (where he lived) with any
Acquaintance that offered, with
whom he might chat, and reft

himfelf, or perhaps dine by the

Way.—One Summer Evening,

being alone, in his Walk from
Town to Hammersmith, he had
over-heated himfelf, and, in that

Condition, imprudently took a

Boat to carry him to Kew ; ap-

prehending no bad Confequcnce

from

!
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from the rhlll Air on the R!ver»

which his Walk to his Houfe,

towards the upper End of Kii»-

Lane, had always hitherto prc-

ented.—But now, the Cold had

{o feized him, that the next Day
he found himfelf in a hi«h Fe-

ver.—This, however, by the Ufe

»>f proper Medicines, waa re-

xnoved, fo that he was thought

to be out of Danger ; till the fine

Weather having tempted him to

cxpofe himfelf once more to the

Evening Dews, his Fever return-

ed with Violence, and with fuch

Symptoms, as left no Hopes of a

Cure.—His lamented Death hap-

pened on the ayth of Auguji,

1748.—His teftamentary Execu-

tors were the Lord LyttUton, whofe

Care of our Poet's Fortune and

Fame ceafed not with his Life

;

and Mr. Mitctell, a Gentleman
equally noted for the Truth and

Conftancy of his private Friend-

fliip, and for his Addrefs and

Spirit as a public Miniftcr.—By
their united Intereft, the Orphan
Play of Ceriolanus was brought on

the Stage, to the beft Advantage
;

from the Profits of which, and

the Sale of Manufcripts and other

£ft'e£lr, a handfome Sum was re-

mitted to his Sifters.—His Re-
mains were depofited in the

Church of Richmond, under a plain

Stone, without any Infcription.

A handfome Monument was e-

refted to him in JVeJirvinJier /ll>hey,

in the Year 1762, the Charge of

which was defrayed by the Pro-

fits arifing from a fplendid Edi-

tion of all his Works in Quarto
;

Mr. Miliar, the Bookfellcr, who
had purchafcd all Mr. Ibomfons

Copies, gencroudy giving up his

Property, on this grateful Occa-

lion.—His dramatic Works are,

1. SoriiOMSBA. T. 1730.

a. AcAMSM^oN• T. 1734

T R
3. Edward (Zw^Elleonor A.

Trag. 1736.

4. Tancrkd and S i g i s-

MUND.. Trag. 1744.

5. CORIOLANUS. T. 1748.
6. Alfred Ma fque, written

in Conjunftion with Mr,
Mallet.

ToLsoN, Mr. was the Author
of one Play, called

The £af/o/ Warwick. Tr.

1721.
Tracy, Johtiy a Gentleman

o( Gloucejiirfifire, was Author of
PsRiANUER, King of Co-

rinth. Trag. 1737,
Trapp, Dr. Jofifh, a cele-

brated Divine and Poet, was the
Son of Mr. Jofepb Trapp, Rcftor
of Cherington in Clomefitrjhirey

where he was born, in 1679.—
He was educated at fVadham Col-
legv', Oxford, where he took ths
ufual Degrees, and was'chofen
Fellow.—He was afterwards cho-
fen to the Profeflbrfliip of Poetry,

founded by Dr, Birkkea.^, for-

merly Fellow of All-Souls Col-

lege.—He was the firft Profeflbrj

and publifhed his Le^ures under
the Title of Pralc^ioixts Poetica,

He has Hiewn there, in very ele-

gant Latin, how perfectly he un-
derftood every Species of it'^oetry,

and how critically and juftly he
could give Dirc<flions towards the

forming a Poem, on^. the wott

juft andmoftcftabliflied Rules.—*

He (hewed afterwards, by his

Tranflation of Virgil, that a Man
may be able to diredl, who can-

not execute ; that is, may have

the Critic's Judgment, without

the Poet's Fire.—Dr. Trapp wa;;

Rcdor of Harlington in MiddUfcr,

of Chriji - Church in Nnvgatt -

Street, and St, Leonard'^ in hoflef

Lane, London ; alfo Lecturer of

St. Lu'wrtnct-'Jury and St. Af<tr-

titit in thi i'itldu Hii very high

Church
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Church-principles, were probably

the Reafon why he did not rife

higher.—He died in November

1747, and left behind him the

Character of a pathetic and in-

ftru£live Preacher, an excellent

Scholar, a difcerning Critic, and

a very exemplary Liver.—He is

Author of a Tragedy, called

Abkamulz, otLwe andEm-
pire, adled in the Year

1704.
Several occafional Poems were
written by him in Englljb ; and
there is one Latin Poem of his in

the Mtifa AngUcana.—He alfo

tranOated Milton t Paradije Loft

into Latin Verfc, but with little

Succcfs.

Trotter, Mrs. Catharine,

was the Daughter of Captain

David Trotter, a Scots Gentle-

man.—He was a Commander in

the Royal Navy, in the Reign of

Charlet II. and at his Death, left

two Daughters, the youngeft of

whom, Catharine, our celebrated

Author, was born in London,

/lugujii6, 1679.—Shegaveearly
Marks of her Genius, and learn*

«d to write, and alfo made hcv-

feif Miftrefs of the French Lan-
guage, by her own Application

and Diligence, without any In-

(bu£tor
J

but (he had fome Aflirt-

ance in the Study of the Latin

(jrai.'imjr and Logic, of which
Litter flje drew up an Abftraft fur

licr own Ul'e.—'I he moft fcrious

iwA iinportart Subjc£^J, and ef-

lr(cially Rdijtion, foon engaged

llif r Attention. — But, notwith-

i^unc ,g hrr Education, her In-

fim.uy with fevcraJ FamiiJes of

JDilHn(f\ion, of the Ri^milb Per-

lo.ifion cxpofeJ her, vhilc very

oung, to ImprrfTions in F.wour
)f that Church, which, not be-

ing rrmovcd by her Confrrcnccs

ith fo'ne eminent .ind learned

4 ;!>'><: .»f the Cbuich of Evg-

T R
Ijnd, /he embraced the Romijk

Communion, in which Hie con-

tinued till the Year 1707.—In

1695, (he produced a Tragedy,

called Agnes de Cajiro, which wai
adcd at the Theatre-Royal, when
fljc was only in her feventeenth

Year.—The Reputation of thi»

Performance , and the Verfei

which flie addrefied to Mr. Cow-

greve upon his Mourning Bride^

in 1697, wereprobably the Foun-
dation of her Acquaintance with

that celebrated Writer.—Her fe»

cond Tragedy, Fatal Friendjhipt

was a^ed in 169S, at the new
Theatre in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields.-^

This Tragedy met with great

Applaufe, and is ftill thought tha

moft perfcft of her dramatic Per-

formances.— Her dramatic Ta-
lents not being confined to Tra-
gedy, (he brought upon the Stjgc,

in 1 701, a Comedy, called Lovi
at a Left, ot Moft Votes carry it.—
In the fame Year flic gave the

Public her third Tragedy, en-

titled, tbi Utibappy Penitent, aft.

eu at the Theatre -Royal in Drury-

r.a«.—But Poetry and dramatic

Writing did not fo far engroi's tht

Thoughts o« Ljr Author, but

that (he fon.cnmes turned them
to Sub')e«£ls of a very difrercnt

Nature —Though engaged in the

Profeflion of a Religion not very

favourable to fo rational a Philo-

fophy uv that oT Mr. L-i\i<-
j

yet

(he h.id read hii incomptrabis

F.JJay an Human l'ndtrftai<din?f

with A) dear .1 CuniprcbeMfon,

and fo bialfed a Judgment, ih it

hrr own Convi£\ion uf the Truth

and Imj'ortance of the Nm oni

contained in it, led he: to ..n-

deavour t.'at of others, by re»

moving It me of the ObjvdiDr.?

lujied aganlt ih'*n).—She drew

up, thrrefjre, a Pefoncf of the

hjlay, apainil fomr Rrmark.*

which lud been pubiifheU .igainlt

[ H h ]
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it in 1667 J

and farther dlftin-

guiAcd hcrfelf in an extraordi-

nary Manner, in Defence of Mr.
Lockers Writings, a Female Me-
taphyfician being a remarkable

Phcenomenon in the Republic of

Letters.

She returned to the Excrcifc of

her dramatic Genius, in 1703,
and fixed upon the Revolution of

Sweden, under Cujiavui Erickfon,

for the Subjcil of a Tragedy.

—

This Tragedy was aftcd in 1706,
at the Queen's Theatre inthe/.'<y»-

warkct. In 1707, her Doubts con-

cerning the /Zow;^ Religion,which
Ihe had fo many Years proteficd,

havinj5 led hci to a thorough Ex-
amination cf the Grounds of it,

by confulting the bcft Bo«ks on
both Sides of the Qiieftion, and

advifing wl h Men of the beft

Judgment ; the Refult was a

Convidiiin of the Fallenefs of the

Pictcnfions of that Church, and

<t Return to that cf Evghiiuiy to

V hich ^e adhered during the Re
mainder of her Life.—In 1708,

Oie was married to the Reverend

Mr. Ccckburftt then Ci rate of

St. Durfiuns in Flat-freit, but

he afterwards obtained the Liv-

ing of I.oiig-lhrfly, near Mcr
fcfh in Noitbuti:bcitand.—He was

a Man of conlidciable Abilities }

and, among fcveral other Tilings,

wrote an Account of the Aicjitic

Vi\»)i.c, whidi was much ap-

proved by tnc Learned.

Mrs. Ctikitirn'% Remarks up-

on jome Writers in the Ccntio-

verfy concerning the Foumlation

of Moral Duty and Moral Obli-

gation, were introduced to the

V.'orld in Augij) 174.3, '" ^^^^

Literary Jotnnal, entitled, I'lw

llijiory cf ikc trij/ks of the L:iir». d.

ihc Sirenjiih, Cliarncfs nnd Vi.

v.aity fhtwn in her Remarks up-

-I the moll abdudl and p^r] 'ox-

Ca (JIu^odiouF, immediately r.\ifcd

T R
the Curiofity of all good Judg«
about the concealed Writer j and

their Admiration was greatly in-

creafed when her Sex and ad-

vanced Age were known.—Dr.

Rutberforth' i Eff'ay on the Naturt

and Obligations of f^irtue, publiHi'

ed in /l/oy 1744, ^°°^ engaged

her Thoughts; and, notwith<

Handing the aflhmatic Diforder,

which had feized her many Years

before, and now left her fa. all

Intervals of Eafe, (he applied her-

felf to the Confutation of that

elaborate Difcourfe ; and, having

f^niOied it with a Spirit, Ele

gance, and Perfpicuity eqnal, i^

not fupcrior, to all her former

Writings, tranfmitted her Ma
nufcript to Mr. JVarburtOH, now
Bifhop of Chceficr ; who pub-

lilhed it, with a Preface of his

own. 'n /Ipril 1747, under the

Title of, Remarks upon tte Prlri'

ciples and Reafcnings of Dr. Ru
tlierforth'i FJJliy on the Nature and

Ohligjtitns cf J'^irtttf, in Fitidica

tion of the antiary Principles an
Reajlns infcreed in tbt IVritirgi cj

(be Jute Dr. Samuel Clark.

The Lofs of her Hiilband, 01

the 4th oi January 1748, in th

7 i ft Year of his Age, was a k
vere Shock to her ; and (he dii

not long furvive him, dying oc

the nth of May 1749, in hoi

71ft Year, after having long fup

ported a pain'ul Diforder, with

Rcfignation to the Divine Wi
whii h bad teen the governi

P'inciple of her whole Life, ao

her Support under the vario

Trials of it.—She war intein

neai her Huiband, atl.tng-IIoflt

Mrs. Cockburn wai no lefs ci

Icbiated fo-- her Beauty, Jn 1

younger Days, than tor her (i

nius ar.d Accomplifliment«;,— .S

was int'ced fmall of Stature, b

had a tcmarkable Livelinefs

liur Eye, and a Delicacy of Cor

pUdli:
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plcftJon, which continued to h^r

Death. — Her private Chariflcr

rendered her cxtremt-'ly amiable

to thofe who intimitcly knew
her.—Her Convcrfation was nl-

ways innocent, ufeful and agree-

able, without the leaft Afteda-

tion of being thought a Wit, and

attended with a remarkable Mo-
defty and Ditfidcncc of hcrlclf,

and a conftant Endeavour to a-

dapt her DircourlV ty her Com-
pany.—Her Difpofuion was ge-

nerous and benevolent j and ready

upon all Occafions to forgiv^- In-

juries, and bear them, u!" well as

Misfortunes, without interrupt-

ing her own Eafe, or tliat of

others, with Complaints or Re-
proaches. •— The PreflTuresi of a

very contraded Fortune were fuj.-

ported by her with Calmncfs and

in Silence j nor did ftie ever at-

tempt to improve it among thofe

great Pcrfonagcs to whom flic

was known, by Importunities j to

which the beft Minds arc mort

averfe, and which her approved

Merit and edabliflied Reputation

fliould have rendered unnccefTary,

But her Abilities as a Writer,

and the Merit of her Works, will

not have full Juftice done, with-

out a due Attention to the pecu-

liar Circum(bnccs, in which they

were produced : Her early Youth,

when flie wrote j her jidvann d

Age, and ill State of Health,

when (he drew up others 5 •he

uncafy Situation of her Fostune,

during the whole Courfc of her

Life } and an Interval of near

twenty Years in the Vigour of

it, fpcnt in the Cares of a Fami-
ly, without the Icail Leifure for

Reading or Contemplation : Af-
ter which, with a Mind To long

diverted and incumbered, refum-
ing her Studies ihc inftantly re-

covered its intiio Powers, ani,

in the Hours of Relaxation fiom

T U
her domeftic Employments, pur-

fued, to their ufmoft Limit";,

feme of the decp;.fl F.iKjuiries of

which the human Mind is capa-

ble ! Her Works aie colleC:icJ

into two large Volumes, 8vo. by'

Dr. Birch ; who has prefixed X.ci

them an Account of her Life and

Writings, from winch we have

extracted the imperfeft NarratiN-c

here given.—Her dramatic I'icc.s,

having been all of them already

mentioned in the Courfe of t!iis

Article, neijd not be here re-

peated.

TucHiN, yohn, was Author
of a weekly I'apcr, called ^i'ie

Olfcrvator j for which he was
fentenced to be whipped thro' fo-

veral Market-Towns in the Weft
of England'^ to avoid this, he

petitioned K. Jawrs II, to change

ois Sentence to Lingin^. — He
li 1, however, to t'ku- his Re-
venge, by writing an Invrtli\«

againft the Memory of that un-

fortunate Prince; and di d in th«

Reign of Queen Anne.—H.- wrot«

one dramatic Piece, cal'ed

The Unfortunate S'f/.le'd, a

Pailor.«l, printed with a

Colleftion of Poems, in

1685.

TUKI, Richard, wa. ^uhor
of one religious Play, called,

The Divine Comtifiai, cr thi

Right Ufe of Playi, a Sa-

cred Tragi-Com. 1671.

TuKK, S\t Samtif/, was of the

County of EJ/lx, and a Colonel

in the Army. — He wrote one

Pl\y, taken from the Spar'Jh of

Don P»dro CuUeron, called.

The Adventures of Jive Hours,

Tragi-Com. 1662,

T u R N i". R , Mr. Cyr./, w rot p.

two Plays :

I. The Athe,fly hit trJgtilt,

l6l7.

a. li'hc Rivcngcr^ kit TrjgeJ.Cf

l6!q.

[ H h 2 ]
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VAnbrugm, Sir John, r>-tii

defcendcd from an antJcnt

Family in Cbefo'-e, wl.lch came
originally irom France \ though,

by his Name, he iTiould appear

to be of Dutch Exlraftion,— H'i

was born about the middle of the

Reign of CU/rlci II, and became
eminent for Poetry and Skill in

Architefturc 5 to butii wiiich he

dikovered an early Propcnfion.—
He had a mod ready Wit, and

was particularly turned for dra-

r-atic Productions.—His firft Co-
medy, called The Relapfe, or Vir-

tue in Darger, was afted with

great Applaufe in the Year 1697,
which encouraged him to proceed

in the fame Track.—The Repu-
tation which he gained by his

Comedies, was rewarded with

greater Advantages, than ufually

Jlrife from the Profits of writing

for the Stage.—He was appoint-

ed Clarencietix King at Arms ; a

Place, which he fometime held,

and at laft difpofed of.—In Au-
guji 1716, he was appointed Sur-

veyor of the Works at Greenivicb

Hf/fpital : He was likewife made
Comptroller-General of his Ma-
jc'ily's Works, and Surveyor of

the Gardens and Waters.— Bu*-.

We aic rather to afcribe thefe Pic-

forments Xo his Skill in Architec-

ture, than to his dramatic Wri-
tings.—Several noble Structures

were raifed under his Direction,

is BltKhtlm in Oxfordjhire, Clare-

mont in Surry, nnd '.he Opera-

Houfe in the Haymarkct, — In

fomc Pait of Sir jfohn^ Life, for

Mc cannot afccrtain the Time,
he went over \.o Franei' \ where,

his Tafte for Architecture ex-

cilinjj him to view the Fortifica-

V I

tlons of the Country, he vas ene
Day ob.'erved by an Engineer,

whofe Information caufcd him to

be fecured by Authority, and fcnt

to the Bojiile ; but was foon fei

at Liberty.—He died of a Qrin-
ley, at his Houfe in PVbitcbally

in 1726.—He was the Contem-
porary and Friend of Mr. Con-

greve.—Thefe two Comic Wri-
ters gave new Life to the Englifb

Stage, and reitored it to Reputa-

tion, when it had, in reality,

been finking for fomc Time.—It

would, however, have been more
to their Credit, if, while they

exerted their Wit upon this O^-
cafion, they had preferved it pure

and unmixed with that Obfcenity

and Licentioufnefs j which, while

it pleafed, tended to corrupt tht

Audience.—When Mr. Collier at-

tacked the Immorality and Pro-

fanenefs of the Stage, in the Year
1698, thefe two Writers were
his principal Objefts.

Sir Jobn'^ dramatic Pieces are,

I. The Relapfe, or Virtue in

Danger. This Comedy 13

a Sequel to dbber^i Love't

laJiSbift, moPf ofthe Cha-
racters being the fame.

». .^ s o p. Com. in two
Parts.

3. The Provoked Wife. Com.
4. The Falfe Friend, Com.
5. The Count;y-Houfe, Farce.

6. The Covfciieracy. Com.
7. 'T\\t Cuckold in Conceit. C.

8 . ^Sijuire T K r. L o n Y . CoM^.

9. The Mifloke. Com.
10, A jfourncy tohanviOli. C.

left unfiniflied.

Vkoerius, Paul, tranflatcd

from the Gt-rman, a Play, called,

The Rcyal Cuckold, or Great

Bajiard. Tragi Com.
Victor, Bevjamiti, Efqj was

f.rrt bred to Trade } but, havinp,

a Turn to Poetry and Thcatriral

Artairs , he became connected

with
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jfrman, & Play, called,

oyai Cuckold, or Great
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W A
with the Engli^ and Irijh Thea-
tres

J
of both which he has writ-

ten an entertaining Hiftory, as a

Supplement to the celebrated Ac-
count written by Mr. Collcy Cib

ier.—Mr. Fi^or is now Poet-

Laureat to the Lord -Lieutenant

of Ireland. — He is reported to

be the Author of feveral little

Theatrical Pieces, and to have

altered fome others, from former

Writeis
j
particularly -Wd^tV/iiwe'i

Iwo Gentlemen of Verona j but

his Name not being affixed

we only fpeak of them thus

briefly, 'ot having Authority

to bo particular. — He is

likew' e Author of fcveral Pieces

of Pc. ''• v.'Mch ha, c been print-

ed witt. nis Name ; bcfidcs his

Birth -day Odes, &c. written by

him asPoet-Laureat oi hcLnd.
ViLt. lEns, George, Duke of

Buckingham. Sec Bucking-
JI A M .

^V.

WAr, F.R, T.m'is, v rote one
Interlude, c;.llcd

Marv Magdalene, /jcr

Lyfe and Rrpentaurccy

1567.
Walker, Thcmas, was both

Author .ind Aflo--,—He was the

original Macheath in tlic Beggar's

Opera \ but his Succefs in that

Par' made him fo vain and care-

Icfs, tlu't he was at length d;l-

mifled the Theatre : He after-

wards went over to //v/jw</, where
he died in 1745.
He brought two dramatic Pieces

on the Stage, nizi.

1. Tlic i'luakcrs. Opera, 17:9.

a. Tlic late of Villainy T.ig,

1:30.

mf
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Walker, William^ was born

in the Ifland of Barbadoes, where
his Father was a confiderable

Planter, who fcnt him over to

England for Education at Eton
College.—He wrote

1. Vi&orious Love. T. 1 69?,
2. Marryy or do worfe. Com.

1707.
Waller, Edmund, Efqj waj

the Son of Robert Wailtr, Efq; of
Agmondcpam in Buckir.ghampire^

by Anne, the Sifter of the great

Ihmden, who diflinguiflied him-
felf lb much in the Beginning of
the Civil Wars.—He was born in

1605 J
and, his Father dying

when he was very young, the
Care of his Education fell to his

Mother, who fent him to Eton
School.— He was afterwards lent

to AT/rj-'s College in Cambridge,
where he could not continue
long

J
for at fixteen or fcventeen

Years of Age, he was clAofcn in-
to the lad ParlianiCJi: of King
James I. and fervcd as Burgcfs for

AginonJJham.—He began to ex-
ercife his poetical Talent lb early

ai the Year 1623, as appears
from his Veifcs " Upon ihcUan-
" gtr h-s Majc.ly (being Prince)
'' efcaj-ej in th^ Road of St.
*' Ander. ," for tiierc Prince
Charles, returning from Spain that
Year, had like to hsve been c;irt

away.— It was not, however, Mr.
fValler'i Wit, his fine Parts, or
his Pociry, that fo much occa-
fioned him to be firfl publicly
kno'.vn, as his carrying of)' the
Daughter and fole Ilcirefs of" u
rich Citizen, againil a Rival,
wl.ofe Intereft was cfpoufed hy
the Ccurt.— It is ncit known at

what Time he married his fril

Lady
i

but he was a Witiowrr,
btiore h.c was five and twenty,
wlicn he began to have a Pallion
for S.jel.ir.fii, which wa> a fi{\\.

tit us Name for the Lidv JJet^'tty

[ Hh 3] ' ,,,/
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iidfiey. Daughter to the Earl of

Leicejiery and afterwards Wife to

the Earl of Sunderland,-—Ht was
now known at Court, careflcd by

all who had any Relifli for Wit
and polite Literature j and was
one of the famous Club, of which
the Lord Falkland, Mr. Ckillwg-

'wortb, and other eminent Men
•were Members.—He was return-

ed Burgefs forAgmondejham in the

Parliament, which met in j4pril

J 640.—An Intermiflion of Parli-

aments having difgufted the Na-
tion, and raifed JealouHes againft

the Dcligns of the Court, which
would be fure to difcovcr them-
felves, whenever the King came
to a/k for a Supply ; Mr. Waller

war one of the firft who con-

demned the preceding Mcafurcs.

He fhewed himfelf in Oppofition

to the Court, and made a Speech
in the Houfc on this Occafion

;

from which we may gather fome
Notion of his general Principles

in Government ; wherein, how-
ever, he afterwards proved very

variable and inconftant.—He op-

pofed the Court alfo in the Long
Parliament, which met in No-
venibtr following, and was chofen

to impeach Judge Cratvliy, which
he did in a warm and eloquent

Speech, Julv the 6th, 1641.—
This Speech was fo highly ap-

plauded, that twenty thoufand of

them were fold in one Day,—In

1642, he was one of the Com-
miflioners appointed by the Par-

liament, to prefcnt their Propo-

rtions of Peace to the King at

Oxford.—In 1643, ^^ was deeply

engaged in a Defign to reduce the

City of London and the Toiver, to

the Service of the King, for

which he was tried and con-

demned, together with Mr. Tcm-

lans his Brother-in-Law, and

Mr. Cballoner : The two latter

fuffcred Death, but Mr, lyalltr

W A
obtained a Reprieve ; he was^
however, fent^nced to fuffer a
Year's Imprifonment, and to pay
a Fine of ten thoufand Pounds.
After this, he became particu-

larly attached to Oliver Cromwell^

upon whom he wrote a very

handfome Panegyric, — He alio

wrote a noble Poem on the Death
of that great Man.
At the Reftoration he was

treated with great Civility by
Charles II. who .ilways made him
one of the Party in his Diverfions
at the Duke of Buckingh «'s and
other Places.—He fat ir. feverai

Parliaments after the Reftoration.

He continued in the full Vigour
of his Genius to the End of his

Life; and h's natural Vivacity
made his Company agreeable to
the kft.—He died of a Dropfy,
OSlober the ift, 1687, a"d was
interred in the Church-Yard of
BeconsfielJy where a Monument
is ereded to his Memory.—He
is looked upon as the moft ele-

gant and harmonious Verfifier of
his Time, and a great Refiner of
the Enghjh Language.—His dra-
matic Pieces are,

1. PoMPEY the Great, Trag.
1664.

2, The Maid's Tragedy \ al-

ter'd from Fletcher.

Wapul, George, wrote one
Play, called

Tide iarriethfor no Man, Com.
1611.

Ward, Edward, was a Man
of low Extraction, and alrnoft

deftitute of Education.—He waa
an Imitator of the famous But-
ler, and wrote The Reformation, a,

Burlefque Poem, in which he
aimed at the fame Kind of Hu-
mour which has fo remarkably
diftinguifhed Hudibras.—Of late

Years, fays Mr. Jacob, he has
kept a public Houfc in the City,

but in a genteel Way.

—

JVard

4
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'S'^. *.>



W A
Reprieve ; he was^

ntv^nced to fufFer a

foninent, and to pay

n thoufand Pounds.

he became particu-

d to Oliver CromzveU^

1 he wrote a very

anegyric, — He alio

e Poem on the Death
Man.

Reftoration he was
h great Civility by

I'hc ,'.lways made him
any in his Diverfions

; of Btickingh »n's and
.—He fat rr. feveral

after the Reftoration.

d in the full Vigour
us to the End of his

h's natural Vivacity

lompany agreeable to

le died of a Dropfy,

ift, 1687, and was
the Church-Yard of

where a Monument
:o his Memory.—He
ipon as the moft ele-

irmonious Verfifier of
and a great Refiner of

Language.—His dra-

are,

E V the Great, Trag.

\'

Maid's Tragedy j al-

J from Fletcher.

George, wrote one

iethfor no Man, Com.
I.

Edward, was a Man
traftion, and alrnoft

Education.—He wa«
of the famous But-

ote the Reformation, a

Poem, in which he

le fame Kind of Hu-
h has fo remarkably

d Hudihras,—Of late

s Mr. Jacob, he has

ic Houfc in the City,

gcnieel Way.--/ruri
va3>

W E
was, in his own droll Manner, %

violent Antagonift to the Whigs,

and, in Confequence of this, drew

to his Hcufe fuch People as had

a Mind to indulge their Spleen

againft the Government. — He
was thought to be a Man of ftrong

natural Parts, and poflefled a ve-

ry agreeable Pleafantry of Ttm-
^tt,—~lVard was much affronted

when he read Mr. yacoh'z Ac-
count, in which he mentions his

keeping a public Houfe in the

City
J

and, in a Book called A-
folloi Maggot, declared this Ac-
count to be a great Falfity, pro-

tefting that his public Houfe was
not in the City, but in Mocr-

feldi.—Ward is moft diftinguifli-

ed by his well - known Londtn

Spy. — He wrote one dramatic

Piece, called,

The Humours of a Coffee-Houfe.

Com. as it is daily aded
at moft of the Coffee-

Houfes in London.

Ward, Henry, a Comedian*
published three dramatic Pieces

in 1747.
I. The Happy Lovers, or the

Beau metamorphofed. C.

3. The Petticoat Plotter , or

More fVays than one for a
Wife. C.

3. The Widow's Wijb, or An
Equipage of Lovers. C.

W A V I R, Mr. Rohert, the

Author of one dramatic Piece,

called

Lw/jy JuvENTUs. Interlude,

1561.

Waver, Mr. William, Au-
thor ot one Play, called

The longer thcu liveji V more

Feote thou arte. ^, 1 570.
Weaver, Mr. John.—This

Pcrfon is a celebrated Dancing-

Majier, who makes his thief Re-
fidence at Sbretvfiury,—Ht dif-

fers from moft of his Profeflion,

aot akogeUicr Jcfcaduig upon

W E
his Heels.—He v.rote, or invent-

ed, feveral Pieces, called drama-
tic Pantomimes.

1. The Lwes of Mars and,

Venue. 1716.

2. Orpheus tf*?^ Eur id ice.

^
I7I7-

3. The Judgment of Parts,
1732.

He was wrote feveral judiciouj

Books, that fhew a Head is not
wanting to his Heels, •vix,

A Hijiory of the Mimes and Pan*
tomimes of the Ancients.

The Art ofDancing, zoitb aTrea-
tife on Anion and Gefture,

He was the firft Reftorer of Pan-
tomimes after the ancient Man-
ner, without fpcaking.

Webster, John, was ac-
counted a tolerable Poet, and
was well efteemed by his Contem-
porary Authors, particuhrly Dec->

kcr, Maijlon and Rcivley, with
whom he wrote in Conjundlion,
His Plays are,

1. ^ht White Devil, or Trjge^
die of P. Gordiano Urfini,
Z)tt^^ o/Brachiano, ivytbe
the Lyfe and Deathe of
Vit.toria Corombona, tbt

famous Venetian Coune-
zan. 1 6 12.

2. The Devil's Law-Cafe, or
When Women go to Law^
the Deville isfulle of Bufi-
nefs. Tragi-Com. 1623,

3. The Dutcbefs of Ma i, f r y.
Trag. i6r3. revived with
(ome Alterations, 1709.

4. Aprius and Virginia,
Trag. 1659.

5. The Thbacian Wonder,
Comic Hiftorical Play.

6. A Cure for a Cuckotd. Com,
Welsted, Leonard, Efqj

This Gentleman was defcendcd
from a very good Family in Lei-
ceflerfhire. and received the Ru-
diments of his Education in Weft^
minjkr SchooI,^lii a Piece, laid

to

!

'T
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to Hare been written by Mr.
Welfted, called the Chara£ttrs of
the Times, printed in 8vo, 1728,

he fays of himfelf, that ** he had,
*' in his Youth, railed (o great

** Expectations of his future Oe-
** nius, that there was a Kind of
** Struggle between the two Uni-
** verfities, which fhould have the

'< Honour of hia Education ; 10

*' compound this, he civilly be-

** came a Member of buth, and,
*« after having paflei fome Time
*' at the one, he removed to the
** other. — From thence he re-

" turned to Town, where he be-

** came the darling Expeftation
*' of all the polite Writeis, whofe
" Encouragement he acknow-
" ledged In his occafional Poems,
** in a Miinner that will make
*< no fmall Part of the Fame of

*' his Proteftors.— It alfo ap-

<' pears from his Works, that he
*< was happy in the Patronage of

«< the moft illullrious Charadteis

<' of the prefent Age.—Encou-
'< raged by fuch a Combination in

<' his Favour, he publilhcd a

*' Book of Poems, fome in the

«* Ovidian, fome in the Horatian

«* Manner, in both which the

" moft exquifite Judges pro-

<* nounced he even rivalled his

<< Mafters. — His Love Verfcs

" have rcfcued that Way of Wri-
« ting from Contempt.—In the

«* Tranflations he has given us

«< the very Soul and Spirit of his

«* Author.—His Odes, his Epif-

V tics, his Verfcs, his Love -

«* Tales, all are the moft ptrfc£l

«< Things in all Poetry."—If this

plcafant Reprcfentation of our

Author's Abilities were juft, it

would fccm no Wonder, if the

two Univcrijties fliould ftrive with

each other for the Honowi of his

Education; but it is certain the

World hath not coincided with

this Oi)inion of Mr, Welfied \

.^?
'y'
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who, by the Way, can hardly bt

thought to have been ferious in

fuch an extravagant Self-Appro-
bation, which we can only look
upon as a Piece of Merriment.—
Our Author, however, does not
appear to have been a mean Poet

}

he had certainly, from Nature, a

good Genius, but, after he came
to Town, he becainc a votary to

Pleafurej and the Applaufes of

his Friends, which taught him
to overvalue his Talents, perhaps

flackened his Diligence, and, by

making him truft folely to Na-
ture, fiight the Afliftance of Art,

In the Year 1718, he wrote
the Triumvirate, or a Lettir in

Verfe from Palemon to Celta from
Batb, which was meant as a Sa-

tire againft Mr. Pope*—He wrote
feveial other occafional Pieces a-

gainrt this Gentleman, who, in

Recompence of his Enmity, h.ii

mentioned him in his l)unciad\

and alfo in his Parodie upon Dtw-
bani'i Cooper^s Hill, as follows

j

" F]ow Wel/Ied, flow j like thine
'* Infpirer, Beer,

*< Tho' ftale, not ripe j tho' thin,
** yet never clear

j

" So fweetly mawkilh, and fo

" fmoothly dull

;

" Heady, not ftrong ; and foam-
" ing, tho' not full."

How far Mr. Pope^ Infinua^

tion is true, that Mr. tVelJied

owed his Infpiralion to Beer,

they %yho read his Works may
determine for thcmfelvcs.—Ills

only dramatic Piece is,

The Diffembied ff'anton, or Ilfy

Son get Money, Com.
1716.

Weston, John, Efq; wrote

a Play, called

The Amazonian S^i/cti, or

the Jlv:ours of Thuleftns

and Alcxujidcr, Tr.-Cotu.

1667. W«-
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We T H K R B Y, yamci, belong- Piece than a Comedy,—The Con
ed to the Revenue at Brijiol, and

wrote

Paul the Spanijh Sharper,

Farce, 1730.
Whincop, Thomas, Efq;—

This Gentleman wrote

ScANDERBEG, or Lovc and
Liberty. Trag. not aft-

cd, but publiftied with the

Life of Scanderbeg, 1747.
Whi TAKER, IVilliam, pub-

lifhed a Piay, called

The Con/piracy, or Change of
Government, Trap. 1680.

Whitehead, f^'^ilu^m, Efqj

'Poet-Laureat to iJ.nr Majeftics

King Gtforg-^II. anJ, ill. fucceed-

ed to the Laurel on the Death of

Mr. Colley Cibber,—He is greatly

efkemed as a police and elegant.

Writer, to which his Travels a-

broad, and particularly into Italy,

the native Soil of the Mufcs,

have perhaps not a little contri-

buted.
' On his Return to England, a-

bout the Year 1749, he gave the

Town a new Tragedy, intitled

the Roman Father, founded on
the celebrated Story of the Hora-

tii and Curiatii ; it was a£led with
tolerable Succefs at the Theatre-

Royal in Drury-Lane, 1750.—
In 1754, he brought upon the

fame Stage another Tragedy, en-
titled, Creufa, ^een of Athens

j

which had a tolerable Run, not-

withftanding it came out too late

in the Year to bring crowded Au-
diences ; however, the Appear-
ance the Boxes made, was fuffi-

cient to keep both the Poet and

Players in Countenance. — In

1762, he likewife brought upon
the fame Theatre, a Comedy,
entitled, The School for Lovers,

formed on a Plan laid down by
M. De Fontenelle, and, like moft
of the French Prodoftiors of this

Kind, is rather a Converution-

verfation is, however, natural,

decent and moral j and, if the

"A ork does not abound with ail

dv'. Variety of Lufinefs, Plot,

ictiiery, Charafter and Humour,
which are requifite to gratify the

Tafte of an Engliji Audience, it

is, neverthelefs, not an uninter-

cfting Performance , and may
certainly rank ^monc 'hofe which

are diftingulfiied by ; e Appella-

tion of Genteel Comedy. — Mr,
Whitehead has alfo pabliflied fe-

vcrai dcta.,hcd "oemf, which have

becji well recciv.J, befides his

Anniverlary OdeS; &c. written,

ex Officio, as Poet Laureat.

Wild, Ro!>ert, a diflenting

Minifter, was Author of Iter Bo"

reale, and fome other Poems ;

and alfo of

The Benefice. Com. i6€9.

Wilder, Mr. was both Ac*

tor and Poet,—He wrote

The Gentleman Cirdcner. Far*

1749-
Wl L K I N S, Mr. Georrrc,-^^\il%

Author wrote a Pbv, lied

The Miferies 0, ^ jurctd Mar^
riage. Trag.r'om. l637»

Wilkinson, Mr. IVilliam,

the Author of one Play, called

Vice Reclaimed, or the Pa£tonat4

Miftref, Com. 1699.

Will AN, Mr. Leonard -^

This Author w-'tc a Paftoral,

called

AsTREA, or Tr.

rour, 165X.

Wii.MOT, Mr.

Gentleman of

publifhed a

called

Tancred

' LomiiMir-

Robert. — A
the Temple, who
draHi v-ic Piece,

and GisMUND,
1592. — This Play was

not originally wrote by

WiltHot. but many Years

^'

beti r-

a Sfi

4:

''ublication, by

'itbkrt,

WiL.
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Wii.soN, Mr. Jo£.«.— This

Otjitleman, who livd in Ire/and,

in the Reign of King Cbar/es II.

and was Recorder of Londqnderiy,
was the Author of four Plays.

I. Andronicus Commk-
KTus. Trag. 1663.

2^ The Projeaors. C. 1665.
3. The Cheats, Com. 1671.

4. BstPHEGOR, or the Mar-
riage of the Devil. €om.
1690.

Wilson, Mr. Robert^ wrote
one Play, called

The Cobier by Prophecie. Com*
1565.

WiNCHELSEA, Antte^ Coun-
ters of, was the Daughter of Sir

IVilliam Kingfmillf of SiJmorton,

in the County of Southampton.—-
She was Maid of Honour to the
lecond Dutchefs of the Duke
of Ti,.- ', afterwards K, James II,

She married Firim?et fecond Son
of the Earl .>?' W^ncbelfea j who
afterwards A -c c4t:l to the Title

of that Est ioau
One of the moJi: confiderable of

this Lady's Poems was that Ufon
the Spleeriy printed in a new Mif-
cellany of original Poems on fe-

veral Occaflons, publiAed by Gil-

don, in 1 70 1.—A Collection of
her Poems was printed in 1713,
8vo. containing likewife a Tra-
gedy, c.'.ied Arijlomenes , never

a£led ; and a great Number of

her Pieces ftill continue unpub-
liflied.—She died Auguft the 5th,

1720, without Iflue; as did the

Earl her Hufband, September the

30th, 1726.

Wiseman, Mrs.—This Gen-
tlewoman wrote a Play, called

Antiochus the Great, or the

Fatal Relapfe, T. 1706.
Wood-, The Rev. Mr. Natha-

niel, was a Clergyman of the

City of Nonvicb j he wrote a

dramatic Piece, calied

W Y
The Confy&e of Confcience, a

Paftoral, 1581.
WORSDALE, Mr. J^:

/.'«.—

This Author is both a^Poet and
a Painter

J
h(? has publifhed fe-

veral fmall Pieces, Songs, &c.
befide the following dramatic
Performancijs

j

1. A Cure for a Scold. Ballad

Farce, taken from ShakfJ-

peare's Taming of tht

Shrew.

2. The AJfembly. Farce, in

which Mr. Worfdalt him-
felf afted the Part of Old
Lady Scandal.

3. The ^:w« o/'Spain.

4. The Extravagant Juftictt

Farce.

Of this Gentleman Mrs. Pilking*

ton has related feveral pleafant A-
necdotes, in her well>known Me-
moirs.—Yit. is now poffefled of a

confiderable Place under th« Go-
vernment, in his Capacity of
Painter.

Wright, fohn.—This Gen-
tleman, who was of the Middle-

Temple, wrote two dramatic

Pieces.

I. Thyestes. Tr. 1674,
a. Mif/i Thvestes. Farce,

in Burlefque Verfc, 1674,
Wright, Thomas, was Ma-

chinift to the Theatre, and wrote

The Female Firtuofos, Com.
1693.

Wycherly, William.—-This
eminent Comic Poet, who was
born about the Year 1640, was
the eldeft Son of Daniel Wycherly,

of Cleve in Shropfhire, Elq;—

—

When he was about fifteen Years

of Age, he was fent to France,

where he became a Roman Ca-

tholick ; but, on his Return to

England, and becoming a Gen-
tleman - Commoner of Queen''

i

College In Oxford^ he was recon-

ciled to the Proteftant Religion.

He

'K
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He afterwards entered hvmfelf in

tk« Middle Temple j but, maki ng

his firft Appearance in Town in

tihc \ooit Reign of Cha. II. when
Wit and Gaiety were the favou-

rite DiftinAions, he foon quitted

the dry Study of the Law, and

purfued Things more agreeable to

his own Genius, as well as to

the Tafte of the Age.—As no-

thing was likely to take better

than dramatic Performances, ef-

pecially Comedies, he applied

himfclf to this Species of Writ-
ing.—On the Appearance of his

firft Play, he became acquainted

with feveral of ihe firft - rate

Wits , and likewife with the

Dutchefs oiCtevland, with whom,
according to the fccret Hiftory of

thofc Times, he was admitted to

the laft Degree of Intimacy.—
Villii-.s, Duke of Buckirgham, had
alfo the higheft Efteerii for him

;

and, as Miller of the Horle to

the King, made him one of his

Equerries ; ai Colonel of a Regi-

ment, Captain-Lieutenant of his

own Company, refigning to him
at the fame Time h;s own Pay as

Captain, with many other Ad-
vantages.—King Charles likewife

fliewed him fignal Marks of Fa-

vour ; and once gave him a Proof

of his £/lcem, which perhaps

never any Sovereign Prince be-

fore had given to a private Gen-
tleman.—Mr. Wycberly being ill

of 3 F^ver, at his Lodgings In

Bovo-fireet, the King did him the

Honour of a Vifit.—-Finding hitn

extreamly weakened, and his Spi-

rits miferably fliattered, he com-
manded him to take a Journey

to the South of France, behaving

that the Air of Montpelier would
contribute to reflore him, and
affured him, at the fame Time,
that he would order him 500I. to

defray the Charges of the Jour-
ney. — Mr. IVjcherly accordingly

W Y
went into France, and, having
fpcnt the Winter there, rclurnod

to EnglanJy entirely reftorcd to

his former Vigour.—The King,
(hortly after his Arrival, told

him, that he had a Son, who he
was refolved fljould Iv educated

like the Son of a

he could not ch-

Man for his C
Wycberly ; io

1500 1. per .

fettled upon him
Mr IVychcrly,

is the uncertain

man Affairs,

the King

,

and that
- proper
^ *n Mr.

'vice

i be

however, fuch

State of all hu-
loft the Favour of

by the following

Means :— Immediately after he
hid received the gracious Offer

above-mentioned, he went down
to Tunbridge, where, walking ons
Day upon the Wells-Walk, with
his Friend Mr. Fairbeard, of
Cray''s-Inn, juft as he came up
to the Bookfeller's Shop, the

Countefs of Droghtda, a young
Widow, rich, noble and beauti<-

ful, came there to enquire for

The Plain Dealer ;
*' Madam,"

fays Mr. Fairbeard, " fince you
*' are for the F'lain Dealer, there
" he is for you ;" pufljing Mr.
Wycberly towards her. " Yes,'*

fays Mr, Wycberly, ** this L?dy
" can bear plain Dealing j for
** ftie appears to be fo accomplifh-
*' ed, that what would be a Com-
" pliment to others, would be
" pia n Dealing to her."—" No,
*' truly, Sir," faid the Countefs,
** I am not without my Faults,
<' any more than the relt of mf
" Sex j

and yet, notwithftand-
** ing, I love plain Dealing, and
" an3 never more fond of it, than
*• when it tells n»e of them."—
"Then, Madam," fays Mr.
Fairbeard, " you and Tbe Plain
* Dealer, feem uefigncd by Hca-
" ven for each oth';r."—In fhort,

Mr, IVjcbtrlj walked a Turn or

two
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two with the CounteTs, waited

upon her home, viflted her daily

at her Lodgini;s while (he ftaid at

7'unbridge, and at her Lodgings

in Hatton-Gardon, after flie went

to London ; where in a little Time
he married her, without acquaint-

ing the King.—But this Match,

fo promifing , in Appearance

,

to his Fortunes and Happinefs,

was the a£lual Ruin of both.—

-

Ai Toon as the News of it came

to Court, it was looked upon »z

a Contempt of his Majefty's Or-

ders } and Mr. Wycber/y'i Con-

du£): after his Marriage occafioned

this to be refented ftill more hei-

noufly ; for he feidom or never

went near the Court, which nude
him thought downright ungrate-

ful.—The true Caufe of his Ab-
sence, however, was not known.

In fhort, the Lady was jealous of

him to that Degree, that ihe

could not endure him to be one

Moment out of her Sight.—Their

Lodgings were in Sow-Jlreet, Co-

vent - Garden, over againft the

Cock ; whither, if he at any Time
went with his Friends, he was

obliged to leave the Windows
open, that his Lady might fee

there was no Woman in Compa-
ny.—Neverthelefs, Oie made him
iome Amends, by dying in a rca-

ibnable Time.—She fettled her

Fortune on .him : But his Title

being difputed after her Death,

the Expcnces of the Law and o-

ther Incumbrances fo far reduced

bim, that, not being able to fa-

titfy the Importunity of his Cre-

ditors, he was flung into Prifon,

where helanguiftrd feveral Years;

nor was he releafed, till King
yamit II. going to fee his Plain-

DcaUr, was fo charmed with the

Entertainment, that he gave im-
mediate Orders for the Payment

of his Debts
J

adding withal a

W Y
Penfion of 200 1. ptr ^ftiiiim,

while he continued in E.giaud.

But the bountifvl Intentions of
that Prince had not all the de-

figned Effeft, for Wyebniy was
aAamed to give the Earl of

Mulgrave, whom the King ha4
feot to demand it, a full Ac-
count of his Debts.—He labour-

ed under thefe Difficulties, till

his Father died j and then too

theEftate, that descended to him,

was left under very uneafy Limi-

tations, fmce, being only a Te*
nant for Life, he could not raiie

Money for the Payment of his

Debts.—However, he took a Me-
thod of doing it, which few fuf-

peAed to be his Choice ; and thit

was making a Jointure.—He had
often declared, that he was re-

/olvcd to die married, though h«
could not bear the Tiioughts of
living in that State again : Ac-
cordingly, juft at the Eve of hia

Death, he married a young Gen-
tlewoman with 1 500 1. Fortune,

Part of which he applied to the
Ufes he wanted it for.—Eleven
Days after the Celebration of
thefe Nupti ".Is, in December 1715,
he died \ and was interred in the

Vault of Covent-Garden Church.
He publiflied a Volume of Poems
in 1704, Folio ; and, in 1728,
his pofthumous Works, in Profc

and Verfe, were publilhed by
Mr. Lewit Theobald, in 8vo.—
His dramatic Pieces are,

I. Love in a Wood, or St,

Jamet's Park, C. 167a,

S. The Gentltman Dancing'

Mafter. Com. 1673.

3. The Plain- Dialer, Com.
1678.

4. The Ctuntry Wife, Com.
1683.

Mr. Pope, when very young,

made his Court to Mr. Wycherly,

when very old j and the latter

wai

e
Cl?

*• #,»
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wai (0 well jleafcd with the for-

trittf and had fuch an Opinion
of his rifihg Genius, that he en-
tered into an intimate Corref-
pondence with him. Sec the
Letters between Pofii and ff^y-

ei>er/y, printed in Pope's Wtrks.

Y.

YA*%iSGTOi:,Mr.Rol>ert,
wrote a Phy, called

Ttvpe Tragedies in one, printed
not till many Years after

it was wrote, 1592.
YowNCj, The Rev. Dr. Ed.

^y«r^,—This great Genius was
bred at Oxford, being a Fellow of
M-SeuU College in that Univer-

Y O
fity. — He took his Dejgree of
Dodor of the Civil Law j and
altcrwards, going into Holy Or-
ders, was made one of his Ma-
jefty's Chaplains, and obtained
the Living of Wihoyn in ticrt-
fcrdpire.^Hd married the Lady
Elisiabeth Lee, Daughter of the
late Earl of litchftld, — He ;«

Author of ihofe fine moral Sa -

tires, called "Jihi UmverfalPaJJlcn;
but his grcateft Reputation ar.fcj

from his celu^rat^d Complaint^ or
Mght TLougttt \ which Work has
fiaceeded more than any other
moral Poem, of fuch confiderable
BjIIc, iGnce Milton sParadife LoJ^.
His dramatic Pieces are,

1. Bvfirit. Trag, 1719.
2. The Reverge. Trag, 1727,
3. The Brothers. Trag. 1753.

Lr. Toung'i Works are colicftei

into four Pocket Volumes. 1757.

^1
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SIcKKRSTArr, Mr. Ifaac, vhom her Father had bequeath-

a Native of the Kingdom of cd the Care of her. We call it a

nj, is a Lieutenant of Ma- falfe Marriage, bccaufc the Gen-

tleman had a former Wife then

living } and pretended to marry

her, only to gratify a criminal

I'afljon. She was afterwards

brought to Loudon, where (he was

foon deferred by him j and thus,

in the very Morning of her Life,

when all Things (hould have been

gay and promifing, (he wore away

three wretched Years ir Lolitude.

When (he appearcc \z World
ajj.uH, (he fell, i .re Acci-

dent, under the Patronage of the

Dutchefs of Qen.<€land, a Mirtrcfs

of Charhs IL— She was intro-

duced by an Acquaintance of her

Gvaci s, iO whom flic was pay-

ing aVifit; but the Dutchefs,

1 cinp a Woman of a very fitkk

'i'cmpcr, grew tired of Mrs.

famous Wu'.k, the 'I'urkijh Hpy, Manhy in fix Months Time, and

Mrs. /W!ii»f(Vy received an £duca- dii'charged her upon a I'retence,

lion fuitable to htr Birth j and whether groundlcls or not is un-

ind, is a Lieutenant of Ma-
tines, and Author of

1, I'homas and Sat.ly, a

Dramatic F.ntcrtainmtnl.

2. Lc^ft in a ydlogr, an Eng-
lifli Opera.

This lafl had a Run almoft equal

to that of the fan»ous r.<'ggar''i

C/>.*rrt,—^Rt^th thefc Pieces were

ai^cd at the '1 heatic Royal in

Covent CaiJ(»\ \\w fiiJl in the

Year 1760, and tlie fecond in

1762.
CoC K B u R N , Mrs. Catherittf.—

Sec this Life u;ider the Lady's

Maiden N.ime ; vix,. Tkot-
TKR.
M A K L E Y, Mf!. was the

Daughter of Sir R~ger Afaiihvf

who is faid to have been the Au-
thor of the fir(t Volume of that

f.ivc early Dilcovcrics of a Ge-
nius, mu>.h fupcricr to what i'S

tnualty found among her Jitx. —
Iti (ar Infancy (he loft her Mo-
ther ; a Lofs which was attended

by many other Misfortunes ; (vt

when ihe ^rcw up, (he was cheat-

ed into a falfe Mamage by a near

Relation of the fame Name, to

certain, t'.iat (he intrigued with

her Son.—When tuir Authorefs

was clifmilHd by the Dutchefs,

flic was foluited by General '7/</-

c mbe, to pafs fome Time with

liim at his Country-Scat ; bu'

ftie cxcufcd hcrfelf by faying

*' Thar licr Love of Solitude wai
•' jmpioved by a Difgurt of thi

« World
i

.^'S,
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" World
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and fince it was im-

«• poOible for her to be in Public
** with Reputation, flic was re-
*•• folwd to remain conceilcd."—
In this Solitude flic wrote her
firrt Tragedy, culled the Royal

Mifchiff, which was a£lcd at the

Theatre in Lincoln't-hn-Fields,

in the Year 1696.—As this Pliy

fucceeded, fljc received fuch un-
bounded Inccnfc from Admirers,
that her Apartment was crowded
with Men of Wit and Gaiety.

—

This proved, in the End, very

fatal to her Virtue j and flic af-

terwards engaged in Intrigues,

and was taken into keeping —In

her retired Hours, flje wrote her

four Volumes of the Memoin of
the New Atalantitf in which flie

was not only very free with her

own Sex, in her wanton Dcfcrip-

tion of Love Adventures, but alfo

with the Charafters of many
high and dillinguiflied Pcrfonages.

fler Father had always been at-

tached to the Caufe of Cha. I.

und flie herfelf had a confirmed

Averfion to the Whig Miniftry
j

fo that the Reprcfentations of

many Characters in her Aialantit,

arc nothing elfc but Satires upnn
thofe, who had brought about the

Revolution .—Upon this a War-
i«nt was granted, from the Secre-

tary of State's Office, to feize the

Printer and Puhliflier of thofc

Volumes.—Mrs, Manlty had too

much Oenerofity, to let innocent

Perfons fuffcr on her Account
5

and therefore voluntarily prcfent-

ed herfelf before the Court of

Kingt-Sencb^ as the Author of

the Atalantti. — When flie was
examined before Lord Sunderland,

who was then Secretary, he was
curious to know, from whom flie

lot Information of fome Parti-

culars, which they imagined to

hi above her own Intelligence.—

>•

:4
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She replied, with great Humili-
ty, that flic had no Defign in

writing, farther than her own
Amufement and Diverfion in the
Country, without intending par-

ticular Rcfleiflions and Charac-
ters

; and did a(Ture them, that

nobody v/as concerned with her.

When this was not believed, and
the contrary urged againil her by
fevcral Circumdances, flie faid,

** then it muft be by Infpiration,
** bccaufc, knowing her own In-
" nocencc, flie could account for

" it no other Way."—The Se-

cretary replied, that " Infpira-

** tion ufed to be upon a good
«* Account ; but that her Wiit-
*' ings were ftark nought."—She
acknowledged, " that his Lord'
" fllip*s Obfervation might be
** true ; but, as there were evil

** Angels as well as good, that

*• what flie had wrote might ftill

« be by Infpiration."—TheCori-

fequenceof this Examination was,

that Mrs. Manlcy was clofe fliut

up in a Meflengcr's Houff, with-

out being allowed Pen, Ink and

Paper. — however, her Council

flicJ out her Habeat Ccr/>us, and

flic was admitted to Bail.—Whe-
ther thofe in Power were adumed
to bring a Woman to a Trial for

writing} a few amorous Trifles, or

whether the Laws could not reach

her, becaufe flic had difguifed her

Satire under romantic Names,

and a feigned Scene of Action,

ftie was difcharged, after fevcral

Times expofing herfelf in Pcrfon,

to crofs the Court before the

Bench of Judges, with her three

Attendant!,, the Printer and two

Publifliers.—Not long after, a

total Change of the Miniftry cn-

fucd, when flic lived in high Re-

putation and Gaiety, and amufed

herfelf in writing Poems and

Letters , and conrerfing with

[ I i » ]
Wits.

I i#^
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Wits.*—A feccnd Edition of a

Volume of her Letters vas pub-

• lifted in the Year 171 3.

—

Lu-^

eiut^ thefirJiCkriJlian King of Bri-

ff*'"* ^!$WlM'^yf ^^^ written by

tier, tti;^ afled in Drury-Lane,

in the Vear 1717.—She dedicated

it to $\fKicbard Steele, whom flie

had ahuted in her New Atalavtis
;

but ^'as now upon fuch friendly

Ternfppwrith him, that he vrote

th^iP'rologue to this Play, as Mr.
Pir/ar di(l the Epilogue.—This,

w|lH- the Tragedy before men-
tioned, and a Comedy called the

l.oJi LoTf, Or the Jealous IJiif-

hand, afled in the Year 1696,
make up her dramatic Works. -r-

She died July the nth,, 17 24.
MoRyHY, Arthurf-'i.iKW is a

Natil^e of Jrtl^ndt was bred to

Bufincfs, and was fpme Time
employed in a Compting-Houfe
in the City of London ; but, havr
ing a greater Love for the Mufes
than for Tare and Tret, he foon

moved to the other Side of
^tm^U'Bary and commenced an

earjy Acquaintance, with the The-
Rtres.

After writing fome fmall Pieces

of Poetry and Dramatic Efl'iys,

he at length refolved to try liis

Talent at an Aftor.—Havijig the
Advantage of a very good Figure,

and being allowed an excellent

Judge of the Performancps of o-

thers, in that Profeflion, the
Managers of Drury-Lane readily

engaged him, at a genteel Salary.

But^ on the Expiration of the
firft Season, not having met with
all the Succefs he poflibly cxpe£l«

e»', In, fome.of the principal Cha-
ncers, he thought proper to quit

the Stagej ai^d th<;n, applying
hiiDfsIf tp'utfce Study of the Law,
he became a Membrr of the So-
cjfty oi'^ncpln't-ltin j and will

M U
prohably one Day make a conii-

derable Figure in that liberal

Profeflion.—He remained, how-
ever, conftant in his AS^eCion
for the Mufes, and has hitherto

chofcn to fill up thofe Intervals

of Time, . in which he was not

employed in his neceflary Atten-

dance upon Coke and Littleten, and

continued to entertain the Public

with his dramatic Writings
;

wh ch are as under ;

I. The Apprentice, Farct, of

two AAs
;

performed

,

with great Applaufe, at

the Theatre in Drury
Lane, 1756.

a. The Upkoljferer, or Klat
Neui ? farce, pf two
Aids

;
perform ed« with

very great Succefs, at the

fame Theatre, 1758.

3. The Orphan cf Ch i n A.

Trag. founded on f^al-

taire\ Trag. on the fame
Subjed } a^ed with Suc-

cefs at the Theatre in

Drury-Lane, 1759.

4. The Defert JJland, a Dra-
matic Poem, in 3 Afts,

perfornrcd^ at tht fame
Theatre, with inferior

Succefs, 1760.

5^ The fVay to keep him. Com,
cf three Adls, performed

j^'^^'y ^'^'^ *^ fo'egoing

Piece, but with greater

Approbation; which the

Author perceiving , en-

larged the H^ay to keep

him, and extended it to a

Com. of five A£ls, which
ha brought upon the fame

Stage, in 1761, with ve^

ry good Succefs.

6. All in the Wrong. Com,
a£led at the fame The-
atre, with great Succefs,

1761.

7. The

- jt
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Vuthor perceiving , en-

irgcd the IVay to keep

im, and extended it to a

lovn. of five A£ls, which
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tage, in 1761, with ve^
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I in tie Pl^ronr, Com.
Qed at the fame The-
tre, with great Succefs,
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,7. Th«

M U
7. The QU Moid. CooH in

. two Ads, ptrformed like-

wife at the fame Houfo,
iq the famf Scafofk ; and
with no inconfidorableAp-

plaufe.

S, TYit Cititie», FarcA, afted

, with tolerable Succefi, at

the Theatre Royal in C»-
'vent-Gard(»t 1762.

Since our firft Volume was
printed off, we have been alfo in-

formed, that Mr. Mufphy was
Author of the Sfoutef, or Tn'pple

Revengef a Comic Jarce of two
A£ls, never brought on the Stage,
and probably intended only for
the CI )fet. — The Monthly Re-
•viewers, in their Account of it,

obferve, that the Author hasdif-
played a good Deal of Wit and
Humour; and that his Satire is

chiefly level'd at certain Theatri-
cal Gentlemen, who are plea-

fantly mimicked and ridiculed.

—

We are therefore convinced, that
this Piece could not be intended
to ridicule his own Farce of the
Apprentice

I whatever might be
the Defign of another Piece,
bearing a fimilar Title, but great-
ly inferior to Mr. Murphy\ Per-
formance.

This ingenious Gentleman is

likewifc Author of thofe fpright-

Jy and entertaining Papers, en-
titled The Craftfmant or Grays-
Inn Journal

'y
which came out

weekly j and were reprinted in

two Pocket Volumei.—He has
alfo been concerned infome Poli-

tical Controverfies j and is fup-

pofed to have had a principal

Hand in the famous Teji, a peri-

odical Paper, which came out in

Oppofition 10 Mr. -P/rr's firft Ad-
miniftration.—And the Auditor^

in Defence of Lord Bute^ was the
Produ£l of Mr. Murpby'i Pen.—
He has, moreover, given the

PH
Pubtk a handfooM E^thai erf

M*. Hiary Fieidtag't Works, hi

4to. to which he has prefixed aft

ingenious and copiooJ DifBertatioft

on the Life and Wri«i»g» of tfcal

witty and humorons Author.

PfltLirt, Mn. Cati>erin»t ws(s

the D.«ighte» of hlf^ Tcmiar^ %.

Merchant of Lnndw } and wa&

born in 1 631.—She was educated

at a Boarding School tniAi***'* »

where fte very early di*inguilh-

ed herfelf for her Skill in Poetry.

She was married to '^amei Fhilifi,

of Cardrgany Efi^j and afterwards

went with the Vifcountefe of

Dumcasnta into Ireland, — She

tranflated Correiile's Tragedy of

Pompey ; wiiich was feveial Times

afted in 1663 and 1664, in

which laft Year ii was publiflied.

She tranflated aifo the four firft

Afts of Horace, another Tragedy

ofCorneilie ; the fifth being done

by Sir John Denham.—'Yln^ ami-

able Lady died of the Small-Pox

in London, Junexr, 1664, to the

Regtet of all who knew her j

and, among many others, the

great Cowley, who cxpiclied his

Rcfpeft for her Memory, by an

elegant Ode upon her Death.—
Her Works were' printed in Fo-

lio, under the Title of, " Poems
" by the moft defcrvrdly-admired

" Mrs. Catherine Philips, the

'« matchleft Orinda,^' 1667. —
There was likewifc another Fo«

lio Edition, in 1678 ; and, in

1705, a fmall Volume of her

Letters to Sir Char'es Cotterel were

printed, under the Title of •< Let -

*• ters fromOrinda to PJiarchus ;"

the Editor of which tells us, that

*• they were the Eficrt of an
" happy Intimacy between her-
•* .'elf and the late famous Po/i-

** archus ; and are an admirable
** Pattern for the pleafing Corref•

'• pondence of a virtuous Friend •

•« Ihip.
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