
IMAGL EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-3)

1.0

I.I

li^ 128 m
II—

IM

1.8



^^

CIHM/ICMH
Microfiche
Series.

CIHM/ICMH
Collection de
microfiches.

Canadian Institute for Historical Microreproductions / Institut Canadian de microreproductions historiques

m I



Tachnlcal and Bibliographic Notat/Notat tachniquaa at bibiiograpliiquaa

Tha inatituta haa attamptad to obtain tha ba»it

original copy avaiiabia for filming. Faaturas of thia

copy which may ba bibliographically uniqua,
which may altar any of tha imagas in tha
raproduction. or which may aignificantiy changa
tha uaual mathod of filming, ara chackad balow.

D

D

!_l

D
D

D

D

Colourad covara/
Couvartura da coulaur

r~~| Covara damagad/
Couvartura andommagAa

Covara raatorad and/or laminatad/
Couvartura raataurAa at/ou palliculte

Covar titia misting/
La titra da couvartura manqua

I I

Colourad maps/
Cartas gAographiq^ as an coulaur

Colourad ink (i.a. othar than blua or black)/

Encra da coulaur (i.a. autra qua blaua ou noira)

n~| Colourad platas and/or illustrations/

Planchas at/ou illustrations an coulaur

Bound with othar matarial/

Ralii avac d'autras documants

Tight binding may causa shadows or distortion

along intarior margin/
La raliura sarrAe paut causar da I'ombra ou da la

distortion la long da la marga intAriaura

Blank laavas isddad during rastoration may
appaar within tha taxt. Whanavar possibla. thase
hava baan omittad from filming/

II sa paut qua cartaisias pagas blanchas ajoutias
lors d'una rastauration apparaissant dans la taxta,

mais. lorsqua cala Atait possibla. cas pagas n'ont

pas «t4 film«as.

Additional commants:/
Commontairas suppiAmantairas:

L'Institut a microfilm* la maillaur axampliira

qu'il lui a Ati possibla da aa procurar. Las dAtaila

da cat axamplaira qui sont paut-Atra uniquaa du
point da vua bibliographiqua, qui pauvant modifiar

una imaga raproduita, ou qui pauvant axigar una
modification dans la mAthoda normala da filmaga

sont indiquAs ci-daasous.

Tha
to th

I—I Colourad pagas/

D
D

Pagaa da coulaur

Pagas damagad/
Pagas andommagAaa

Pagas raatorad and/oi

Pagas rastaurAas at/ou palliculAas

Pagas discolourad. stainad or foxai

Pagas dAcolorAas. tachatAas ou piquAas

Pagas datachad/
Pagas dAtachAes

Showthroughy
Tranaparanca

Quality of prir

QualitA inAgala da I'imprassion

Includas supplamantary matarii

Comprand du matArial supplAmantaira

n~| Pagas damagad/

r~—\ Pagas raatorad and/or laminatad/

r~~| Pagas discolourad. stainad or foxad/

pn Pagas datachad/

FT] Showthrough/

I I

Quality of print variaa/

r~T| Includas supplamantary matarial/

Only adition avaiiabia/

Saula Adition disponibia

Pagas wholly or partially obscurad by arrata

slips, tissues, etc.. have been refilmed to

ensure the best possible image/
Les pages totalement ou partiellement

obscurcies par un feuillet d'errata, une pelure,

etc.. ont AtA filmAes A nouveau da fagon A

obtanlr la meilleure imawe possible.

The
post
of tr

filmi

Grig
begi

the I

sion

otha
first

sion

or ill

The
shall

TINI
whi<

Map
difft

entii

begi

right

requ
metl

This item is filmed at the reduction retic checked below/
Ce document est filmA eu taux de rAduction indiquA ci-dessous.

10X



Th« copy film«d h«r« hat b—n r«produc«d thanks

to tha ganaroaity of:

Univarsity of British Columbia Library

L'axamplaira flimA fut raproduit grAca A la

ginAroait* da:

University of British Columbia Library

Tha imagaa appaaring hara ara tha bast quality

poaaibia conaidaring tha condition and lagibility

of tha original copy and in kaaping with tha
filming contract spacifications.

Las imagas suhrantas ont tt€ raproduitas avac la

plus grand soin. compta tanu da la condition at

da la nattat* da raxamplaira film*, at an
conformity avac las conditions du contrat da
filmaga.

Original copias in printad papar covars ara filmad

baginning with tha front covar and anding on
tha last paga with a printad or iilustratad impraa-

aion, or tha back covar whan appropriata. All

othar original copias ara filmad baginning on tha

firat paga with a printad or iilustratad impras-

sion. and ending on tha last paga with a printad

or iilustratad imprassion.

Las axamplairas originaux dont la couvartura »n
papiar ast imprimAa sont filmifts an commandant
par la pramiar plat at an tarminant soit par la

darniAra paga qui comporta una amprainta
d'imprassion ou d'illustration, soit par la sacond
plat, salon la cas. Tous las autras axamplairas
originaux sont filmte an commandant par la

pramiAra paga qui comporta una amprainta
d'imprassion ou d'illustration at an tarminant par

la darniAra paga qui comporta una talla

amprainta.

Tha last racordad frama on aach microficha

shall contain tha symbol —^ (maaning "CON-
TINUED "I, or tha symbol V (maaning "END").

whichavar applias.

Un das symbolas suivants apparaitra sur la

darniAra imaga da chaqua microficha, salon la

cas: la symbols — nignifia "A SUIVRE", la

symbols V signifia "FIN".

Maps, platas. charts, ate. may ba filmad at

diffarant raduction ratios. Thosa too larga to ba
antiraly includad in ona axposura ara filmad

baginning in tha uppar iaft hand cornar, laft to

right and top to bottom, as many framas as

raquirad. Tha following diagrams illustrata tha

method:

Las cartas, planchas, tablaaux. ate, pauvant Atra

fiimAs A das taux da reduction diffirants.

Lorsqua la documant ast trop grand pour Atre

raproduit an un saul clichA. il ast film* A partir

da I'angla supAriaur gaucha, da gaucha A drolta.

at da haut an bas, an pranant la nombre
d'imagau n6c9ssalra. Las diagrammas suivants

illustrant la mithoda.

1

1



^#«.*^«».

7

*»•#*» »
AN APPEAL

POP THE

PUBLIC

LIBRARY.

1

I

jt jt j» ji j» j»

New Westminster, B. C

COLUMBIAN PRINT.

»J



When, In 1859, the Royal E^nglneers.

in command of Colonel Moody, came to

British Columbia, they brought with
them a collection of boolcs, partly don-

ated, partly subscribed for by the offi-

cers and men, valued at £500. The se-

lection waa made by Bulwer Lytton, the

novelist, at that time Colonial Secretary,

and in the list of persons who gave vol-

umes were the Queen, whose gift includ-

ed a handsome copy of the Prince Con-
sort's speeches, bound in vellum and bear-

ing Her Majesty's autograph. (This book
was fortunately saved.) Lady Frank-
lin, widow of the intrepid Sir

John, and the Duke of Westminster, were
also donors.
The corps formed "The Camp" at what

is now Sapperton (still affectionately
known to old residents of New Westmin-
ster by its first de:?ignation), and, be-

fore very long, the Royal Engineers*
Club was built by the men, who fitted

up with proper pride a room for the
library. During the winter months, the-
atrical performances were given, a stage
being one of the attractioais of the Club
House. The scenery was the work of

Corporal White.
On the disbandonment of the corps, in

1863, the men handed their library over
to the City of Westminster, on the one
condition that, for all time the men of
the corps should have access to the books
free of all charge. The volumes were
removed to the frame building in which
for a brief time the only coins minted
in British Columbia had been struck.
Fortunate was it that the removal was
made; for. In the year following (1864),

the Royal Engineers' Club was destroy-
ed by fire.

The Public Library, for many years,
appears to have been kept alive by pub-
lic spirited persons who were willing to
manage matters and see that the place
was properly looked after. Of these, the
late Rev. Mr. Jamieeon. Messrs. Clute,
J. C. Brown, Keary, Major, and Captein
Peele were the leading spirits. Fro.n
time to time. Indian curios, and specimens
of minerals brought to the city by ad-

venturous hunters and prospectors, were
left with the nntanagement, who had
them placed in glass cases ranged round
the room. A charge of fifty cents a
month was made to those who used the
library, and this paid or helped to pay
the Janitor of the building.

In the early eithtles, when Mr. Morley
Roberts was living in the city, the books
still formed a good collection. Neglect
had not yet spoiled the pioneer library,
as this extract from "The Western
Avernua" shows: "Then I went throu<rh
the bookshelves, with the librarian show
ing me a ligtit, and I saw enough
to make me promise to be a subscriber,
at the moderate terms of 50 cents or

2s. Id. a month. I brought up the
money next evening, and took home
Buckle's History of (Civilization, a book
I had never read through before. There
were 2,000 volumes in the library, and,
during the time I stayed in New West-
minster, I devoured mosi of those that
were worth reading, for there was a
vast amount of engineering and military
matter.'
The picture drawn in this chapter

'.'omes back vividly to those who spent
their leisure around the big box stove,

in the days when Henry Hughes had
charge, or, later, who^i Colonel McGregor,
with much effort, delivered himself of

short paragraphs telling of social and
other equally thrilllhg events which
formed the staple news of the days before

British Columbia's awakening.
In 1886, the Federal Government gave

the city 56 feet frontage on Columbia
street, for the purpose of a free library

"for ever." An extra ten feet was added
to this, the year following. In 1890, be-

gan the building of the three storey brick

and stone Pucilc Library, which, with
its contents, was burned on September
10th last. This structure was on the
site of the old frame building, and the
contents had to be removed, of course,

prior to the clearing of the site and sub-
sequent erection of the new library.

When completed, in 1891, a fine appear-
ance was made. The ground floor was



rented out in stores. The entrance to
the library was of stone, with a pave-
ment In mosaic, leading, by a broad
Btalrway, to large reading and bbok
rooms on the second floor, and an au-
ditorium at the top. The windows on
the landings were In colored glass and
shed a softened light.
The first Board of Commissioners was

placed m charge of the institution, about
July, 1890, and, upon a very memorable
afternoon (the rain was pouring In tor-
9rcnts) proceeded to take stock of the be-
longings which had been in the old mint
building, and which they were informed
wore stored in the old postoffice (a rick-
ety shed up a steep ascent of stairs,
which long lingered at *he side of the
newer buhdlng in which the Dominion
Government officials transacted their
business. Things wore found in complete
chaos. The place was one mass of pa-
pers, books, and rubbish, shot in heaps
on the floor. The glass cases in which
had been stored specimens, were broken
in by the weight of books carelessly
pitched on their tops. The door was off

its hinges, the rain was beating in. and
the wnole was filthy dirty. The £500

worth of books had fallen on evil days.
Indeed, and, when things had been
straightened out, not 200 of the 2,000

books of which Morley Roberts wrote
were found serviceable enough to loan
to the public.

The reading room was <it once fitted

up with papers and magazines, and a
supply of new books procured. From
year to year, these were added to by
donations, which were generous from the
first, but which, in 1894-5-6. amounted
in value to at least three dollars for every
one expended by the corporation. Gifts
of portraits of well known persons were
secured, and hung around the reading
room. A leading feature in the refer-
ence library was the unique collection
of reports of fisheries issued by the prin-
cipal Governments of Europe and the
United States.
In the autumn of 1895. the management

reorganized the Museum, obtaining funds

for the purpose of fitting up the auiti-

torium vith glass ca&es. by means of a
series ok high class lectures on literary
subjects. The museum, from Its fe-
glnning, was successful beyond expecta-
tions. Eiach report uf the Library Com-
missioners, from 1893. was a chronic Ic

of continued prosperity. In the year
named, the Library was estimated lo

contain at)out 1.500 books, about 1,000 per-
sons were entered as borrowers, and tlie

average daily attendance in the reading
room was 130 persons. At the time of
the fire, more than 2,000 volumes were
on the shelves, and the attendance In the
reading room had riser, to about 150 a
day. There weie Ul the museum, on the
night of the fire, six large cases of
stuffed birds and mammals unopened, the
gift of the Provincial Government. These,
together with a variety of exibits (many
of which can never be replaced) were com-
pletely destroyed by fire.

The City Council have appointed us a
Board of Library Conunissioners for the
ipurpoee of opening up a reading room
and reorganizing the Public Library. The
reading room is now open to the public,

and is situated on McKenzle st. To re-
place the library will be a work of
difficulty and time, but can be done. The
institution which we lost in the fire was
largely — pre-eminently — the result of
voluntary contribution. The Commis-
missioners have In their possession about
180 volumes which, at the time of the
disaster, were in the hands of the pub-
lic, and they ask the public, who. in

the past, found the library so great u
benefit to them to assist in speedily re-

opening the institution by gifts. The
Cfommissloners will thankfully acknowl-
edge any volumes handed to them for

this object, whether bound in paper or
cloth.

R. B. WALKER. M.D. (CThairman). 1

JAMES JOHNSON (Secretary).

AULAY MORRISON. M. P..

FRED. HOWAT.
ARTHUR SHEPHERD,

Board of Cointnissioners
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For the ftlatenm.

Two more doaatioai have been re

ceived by the Public Library Goannis

sioners for the masettm.

One of these is a splendid epecimnn of

the nodaled crab, which was captured
near Plumper'a Paen. It fills a box eight

inches square, and was presented by the
Provincial Maaeui^., and conveyed hither

by Dr. Wallcer.
Ti'e other contribution coosists of a

Dumber of old letters and otber docu
ments relating to the establisbment in

this city of a mint. One of these papers
is, apparently, the origninal bill of lad-

ing for the assay and mint plant. It was
shipped to San Francisco on the British

ship "Eliza," from London, and there
transferred to the ship "Gold Hunter/'
consigned to "Oapt. Gossett, R. £.. Vic
toria. Other papers, dated Royal Mint,
17th Oct., 1858, convey the information
that Francis George Olaudet had been
appointed assayer; Frederick Henry
Bonsfield, assiataut assayer ; and William
Hitchcock, aesislant and operating
melter.
These interesUoR relics were presented

by Mr. Justinian Pelly, formerly of this

city, but now of Chilliwack.

I Mrs. S. James, fleaforth, suffered for

years with what is called old people^s

rash. She was treated by many phy*
sicians, without any result- Mr. Fear.
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