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Yo presenting a new periodical publication to the public, w15
both customary and prc:{:er for'the editor to give some ac-
connt of the motives avd principles fhat actuste him, the pur-
poses he bas 1 view, and the means and abiliies he conceives
he possegses for the accomphsiment of the object iotended —
To begin with the last meationed I have noyy been ‘for up.
wards of a year before the public, as the wnter aod editor of
the ScaieBLER, a paper that has had its full share of obloquy
and of applause, of enemies and of friends, of persecution and
of patropage Happly I have it in my power to appeal to its
permanenge and success, s a proof that 1t 13 more praised than

[

condemued, that of even 1ts enemes 1t may be sad thak C L
loudant dlla, sed wsta legunt, | \

though they may prase other thungs, they roadthis 3 and that
the vepeated, powerful and mahignant sttempts that have been
made for 1ts suppresston, have all resulted mn ita greater prosper-
ity, mider circulation, and more Jastwg ‘repatation™ ‘To iy
fnore op this subject would be to betray too much those feehngs
of vanity, I can not but be conscious the approbation aod 1a-
dulgence of the public have awakened within me. Such as 1
am, s a wister, aud a publisher, I am sow keown, my defects,
and my ments, my wenknesées and'my powers, and such as
they are, I flatter myself they will upon the whole afford a
pledge for the execution of the undertaking I am now com.
mencing in a mwaoper that will neither disgrace me, nor be uo-
gceeptable to the Canadian world  , ° -
Having pursiéd the system of excluding from the pages of
the Beribbler subjects of a purely poliice) nature, 1 have pot
been able to avail of, or inéert in that work, several com-
mumcations which solely related to politics, alithough worthy -
of the public eye. ' The present ehackled stustion of the pub )
Iic press 10 Canada, togethier fwith the independénce of my pria
cngles, which hias been both avowed & proved, & the fearlecssnees
which ) have evinced in my publications, have rendered ‘me a
sort of derntcr regort for those -who can not gawn admission into
the colunins of the timd, the tive-serving newspapers of Mont R
real and Quehes, which are any thing rather than the vincles . ;
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of public opinion, or 1mpariial chaonels of the seatiments of 1o-
dividuals. £ s first suggested to me the expediency of pub
lishiog a weekly half sheet to contain a series of such pohtical
essays a1 may be favoured with, slong with such remarks,
and 1lustrations as the subjects may appedr To deserve My
object 15 not, however, to become & wrter op pohtical matters
myself, that bemng a species of literature, to which Beither my
studres nor my choanen lead me, but chiefly to offer the
Frew Pressasa vehicle for conveyng to the public the sea
timents of others  tence I wish the Face Press to be
considered as open to all parties, and I beg to 1nvite the contrt
butions of all ranks who fuel an interest sa the political welfare
of the Canadas, and their whabitants My correspondents may
1ely upon my impartiahty m the execution of my daty as an
editor, winist 1 of course reserve to mysell the privilege of cur-
Tailing, altering or rejecting, such communications, as 10 point
of langusge arrangement, or subject, may requice the prumnog-
kofe, or the scythe.  Correspondents who are not masters of
the Eoglish language niay transont their essays o French, faith-
ful traoslations of which T will endeavour to present to the pub
Lic. ‘Their anmadversions may extend to men a3 well as to
measures, to characters as well us to systems, and wihilst thes
may rely upon thhe most 1aviolable secrecy as regards then
manuscripts, (which will never be seen by any but myself and
one confidential assistant, and will always be copied out to seud
1o the printers,) {hey may also be as bold and as energetic as
they please, for 1 have oot the fear of the Attorney General
before my eyes, and viterly laugh to scorn all 1dea of bewg 2
fraxd of prosecutions for hibel, whilst [ am publishing “the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth” That execrable
qnaxim, invented by tyranoy and oppression, that ““truth 1s o
jushification of libel,” 1 boldly assert 1s as contrary to law, as
at 18 repugnant to common sense, and I should scarcely desrc
a greater triumph than to have an opportuaity of defeading
before an mpartial Jury, a hbel for which I mght be prosecu
ted, by proving it to be none, because it was the truth
Although, as before smd, the Faee Press, 15 wmtended te
be open to all parties, 1t easy to toresee that us pages will be
prucipally occapied by those wraters whose principles are op-
posed to the preseat system that 15 endeavoured to be 1mposed
upon the people of Canada by a very small proportion of 1ts
whabitants  'he government party cor those who upliold the
uchmited power of the metropolitan country to controul and
modify the legislature, apd the constitution of these prowvinces,
and who mamtaw the right inhereat 10 the 1impenal parhament
to coerce such provinces or persous as may be erther refracto-
ry or nutsufficiently subservient, have got possession of almost
all the public presses of the country, and bear dowa aH opposi-
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oo The mercantie 1oterest, as 1t 15 called, bewmg entirely,
thsown 1pto that srale, those English papers that are not di-
rectly under the 1mmediate controuf ofgovernment, are sway ed
completely to the same side of the questiep, by the prepondera-
ting motive of wmteres!, forstis to the merchants alone they
look for their profits both by the circulation of their papers,
aod the prigting their advertisements It 13, however, a pre-
posterous avomaly 1n civif pohity (alluding to Lower Caoada)
that au wsigmificant proportion of the population, a trapsient,
migratory, flock of birds of prey, fuv zuch may with great pro-
priety, the bulk of our mercantile men be called, who lave
not, who can net have, aoy affecion for, or coucern o, the
permaent welfate of the country beyoud what their own mis-
erable temporary interest may create, aspire, and assume, to
dictate to, and costrou), an 1mmense majyonity of their fellow-
subjects, consisting of the ancient nobulity, the landed proprie-
tors, the gentlemes, the farmers, and settlers who are perma
nent, resident natives, and who have no qther country, no oth-
¢r 10terest, upon which to bestow their affection, and thewr at-
tention, than that winch they whabit, than that which gave them
birth  Yet this immense majonty, the upper classes of which
are by far the most enlightened, by far tie most learned, by far
the best cducated, by far the most expenenced, part of the
commumty 11 Lower Capada, have neither voice por head,
neither a fiee press, nor leaders of note, for the chiefl mes a-
mong them are not ambitious nor turoulent, and therr language
13 not that of the government, not that of the army, not that of
the adventurers who resort futher to enrich themselves, and s
now endeavoured to be proscnbed, as a prebminary measure
to the proscription of themselves from all share m _the legisls-
ture of the land of thexr natiaty It 1s obivious, therefare, (hat
a8 long as the other English papers are shut agaipst them, the
Free Press, beng alwost the only one by which the sent
mests and arguments of the Cavadian, or, as 1t has for party-
purposes been dengrugated, the opposition party, can be laid
hefore the public, it will be more occupied by writers on that
side of the question, than by thase on the other side, who have
the whole range of all the otler English papers at their disposal
Born ao Epghshman,* and bred up with feelings as well of the
stauochest layalty to my king, as of veneration far the British
coustilution, and of pride 10 my native country, [ bave never
theless, diring the caurse ofmy chequered lite, nearly one half

* As 1l mght be wondered at how an Eoglshmay gof the
prefic of Mac, thoughat 1s scarcely necessary to state s Can-
ada, where Iam so well known, that that s an assumed appel-
Iation, 1t may be as well to explan to my readers wn general,
that Lenns Luke Macculloh 1s an anagram of my real name
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of which has been passed out of England, Jearnt to “prove all
thiggs,” and have algo endeavoured to “hold fast that which 13

godd” Hence I am ot bliod to the defecs and evils of my
country aud its stitutions, of my countrymen and their prem-
dices, and can perceive the excellencies and menits of other
patiops, and other systems, as well as of those which 10 oy
youth I admired, 1z my maohood approved, and to which 1
my age, I give the prasse of bemng, all things considered, stll
the besttha. I know of  But I havebeen the more sensible of
the defects that exist, and the evils that anse from time, dis-
tance, and circuunstances, 1 the operation of the British consti-
tution and governmeat, when extended to colomes and conquer-
ed provinces, from having personally sustamed oppression and
myjustice, pexsecution and proscription, 10 2 colony and a con-
quered provioce 1f therefore, my exertions are direeted to-
wards the detection and exposure of abuses, the 1esistance of
encroachment, and the resumption of the truly fice and oeble
spirit of the Bratish cocstitution 1 these provinees, I hope the
pubhe will perceive 1 them not oply veneration for that copst

fution, loyalty towards the monarch, and affection for and
pride 1a the name of Englisbman, but also 8 cosmopolitan de

sire (o render all men, ““of all nations, and hindreds, and people
and toogues,” happler, nobler, more independent, more worthy
of the name of freemen, aud more worthy to possess a Free

Press,
LEWIS LUKE MACCULLOHR

Qucbec, 20th dugust, 1822

—— Hee dira meo dum vulnere pestis
Pulsa cadat, patriam remeabo inglorwus urbem  Virerr,

Mr Maccurnnon,

Fortunate indeed would be the situation of this country, of
those who have entered 1t would return to their own native land,
with the satisfaction of having put an end to the pohtical dig-
turbances that bave agitated us so Jong ~ The future historian
of the country, wstead of recording deeds of avarice, meanness,
aod venshity, would dwell with pléasure upon the actions and
me s of such men, he would claim 10 their favour, from thewr
fellow c'tizens, that esteem and affection fo which they wonld
be s0 jusily entitled, sud hold them up to postenity as examples
worthy of imitation  But such men are seldom to be found
"The far greater part of those who vint the Walds o° America
are allured by the prospect of ampssng treasure, ahke regard-
Iess of the praspenty of the country, and of the welfare of uts
mhabitants, wstead of appessiog our political treubles, they
foment avd chensh them  The others, but too well known by
their Jow cunomg and hypocrsy, and whose topgues, geldom
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alent, Iike the barpies mentionedl by the Roman poet, possog-
g every thing they touch, have done more mjury to the coun-
try thap a whole host of barbarians would have been sble o
do, and who have succeeded m'obtaning for themselves and
therr favounites all the places of lucre and advantage that are to
be given away 1 tns country , these, I say, are not the men to
whoa the cojony can look up for protection ‘Paught, from
therr very cradles, to despife the men over whom they now
reiga with despetic sway, they have, npon all occasions; with
pleasure aod zeal, slandered the inhabstants of the country
Lhey who, 1if Canada were this day ceded to the Umted States,
would advecate the cause of 1ebellicus America with 8s much
zeal aud acnimony as they now do that of the miother cotintry,
are the men m whom imphicit confidence 13 placed  Thefr
opimions are recewved as comdng from the oracies of Canada,
and whatever sentiments they ave mewn enough to attribute te
1's 1ahabitants, serve to grouad the proceedings of the British
Parliament. ’

Smce the'memorable period of 1810, have these mea been
attempting to enslave the colony No calumny has been toe
foul, no representations too mean, no steps too daring, to'achies
what, 1n the fulness of ther malice, they lave couceived the
plan of Calummating the mtentioss «f the best of sovereigos,
these men have, with uonivalled impudence aed audacity, ms
represented the motives and actions of the mother country, and
if the affections of thes colony have not long ere this been ahen
ated from the pareat state, they have pot to reproach themselves
;Jmh not hawing pursued thewr best endeavours that it should

e 50 -

The story of our civil hist fully justifies my asserfio
They began by demanding one thing 8¢ soon as that 13 grant-
ed, another demand of a most extraordinary nature'ss set up
the Assembly of the Province 15 to be made a mere tool of,
threatened, 1o case of disobedience, with the total suphilation of
its power It seems air, they have at length obtmed all they
could expect Ther ambition 13 fully gravfied, and, (3f men
can exult 1o such‘a trmmph,) they may now boast of haviug re-
duced to subjection a whole pation composcd of much nobler
and better beings than themselves

Far be 1t from me,sir, to deny the power of the British Pur-
lisment over the Birtish colontes 10 North Amenca I cheer-
fully ackowledge ats wnpenal character, 1n which, to use the
woras of Mr Burke, as from the throne of heaven, 1t superio-
teads' all the several ioferior legishatures, and guides and con.
trouls them all without anntfulating any It 13 ot this author-
sty I call 1o question, but the truth of some strange reports that
bave of late ctrculated throughout this ity

We are told the two provinces are to be united, our munt
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cipal Jaws to be chang=d, ond that the Imperial Parliament is ¢o

tax us, unt) the new legislature shall have provided the means
of defraying the expenses of government.  Bold asit may seem,
1 hesitate got to deny the 1ight in any power to change our mu-
meipal Jaws, or to tax us, without our consent, [t is not'by
mere foibearance or ndulgence, that the old laws of Cavada
aie contivued in full force and effect. Sound policy recom.
mended the measure at first, or it would not have been a2 opted,
'['o say at this dry that the articles of capitulation can je -
ininged, that the teyms of the tieaty, by which we became Biitish
subjects can pe altered, without our cousent, is to speak a lag-
guage hitle conzonant to the principles of a coustitution, wiich
breathes the pmest principles of liberty, whose very esseace is
steadfastoess 10 the mamtenance of political freedom, whose
characteristic is good faith betweea the monarch and the sub-
ject, between the governors and the governed.  As to the other
assertion that the Imperial Parliament intends taxing this colony,
J say it is a language subversive of the constitutionp of the mo-
ther country, and which po true Englishman can hear without
indignation and dlarm. Yes, sir, it is you know a fundamental
prificiple of the British constitution that the subject can not be
taxed without being represented, and our jealous neighbours
will tell us what were the immediate consequences of attempting
a similar taxation 10 1775. At that period Britain could boast,
of the talents of a Chatham, a Burke, and a Fox, aud if the
measures recommended by those celehrated champious of lib-
erty and of coostitutioual 1ights, did not meet with that appro-
bation in the great council of the nation, which reason and pol-
icy ought alike to have dictated, posterity is not the less indebied
to them for their generous efforts, Should we, when, the ques-
tion is submitted to Parliament, be so usfortunate as oot to he
sppported by the same talents and generasity; shpuld Euglish

men forge! the noble efforts, apd successful exertions of their
ancestors in the cause of hberty and freedom; it pevertheless,
behaoves every member of society to despise the uomanly ac-
cusations by which g few have hitherto forced the greater pait
jnto a comphauce with their measures, and to.raise his voice in
favour of himsell, his conntry, aod those natural rights which
are inherent to man.

1 am, 8ir, your obed’t servant,
ORSERVATOR,

"This letter, baving been written previous te the arrival of in-
telligence of the failure, or rather the suspession, of that mes-
sure s0 obnoxious to the greater part of ihe inhahitants o f Low-
er Canada, the Uuion of the two Pravinces, same observations
aud expressions in it, seem rather out of date.  As, however,
there 13 no doubt but the insidious proposers of that impolitic
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aud Isjurious step, (impolitic and injurious at least in the way
attempted o be prosecuted ) will renew their effou(s in the vext
session of-the imparial Parhament, the atteation of the lwhahi-
tants of both Provinces ought to be kept alive1n 1t, and the dis-
Cusston of i(s merits and dements continued as if it were even
at the present moment hanging over our fieads, T'he danger is
notdestroy ed, it 1s only removed toa greater distance, by which
it advocates flatter themselves that their oppouvents will be
lulled into security ; aod that, if the question be suffered to rest,
they will have au opportunity of doing, what they attempted to
do this year but have failed in, samely taking the Pailismentand
the ndtion by surprise, and forcing au uuconstitutional act down
-their throats, before they could either chew it or taste it
. \ L. L. M.

Mg. Maceunvon, - .
1f youran afford space in your pages for the following re-
marks on a portion of English history memorable in the aunals
of the constitution, I think they will be read with interest at the
preseut coujuncture. PUBLIUS.

Nesare qurd acordit ante natus fierts, est semper esse puer.

- Cicero.
Of all the moparchs who endeavoured to introduce arbitrary
_power,no one wus mote zealous, oo one less capable, thao James
11. His bigotry rendered all his sthemes aboitive, Voltaire
says that the antipathy of the English was so great to popery
that this bigoted king ‘might have gained his ends if he -had en-
deavoured to iniroduce mafiometanism in its stead.  ‘T'o this as-
sertion, however, it is impossible to subseribe, for those who

* were averse to popery s considering it the corruption of prim-

itive christianity would have been more averse to a religion
which was intended entirely t0-abolish it,

Wiiea James cast his eyes upon the continent he perceived
despotism-triumphant almost every where. The Swedes aud
Danes, who had once been as free as the English, had submitted
%o the yoke of arbitrary power. But hie forgot that his-ancestor
had been‘brought to theblock by an irditated people;'that his own
brother had bekn an exile some years in cousequence of his fa-
ther’s despotism ; dnd-that after his restoration, walkiug in his
fatner’s steps, he had sowa the paths of govérament with thorns,
which would otherwise bave preduced pothing but roses,

Though he koet that i Eozland & Xing could do nothing
‘without the conéitrrebee of parhoment, he 'boasted, ut'the very
dawo of his reign, of his being independest ; and as -a menace
to compel them to grant him his demands for the cinl bist, he
told tham that * thebest, if not the only, way to engage him to
meet them often, would be to use him wéll.”

The crielties fie iade use'of ‘to ferrify 1 ose whom he could
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yeither corrupt vor persudde to desert their hberfies, were wit-
‘teq in characters of biood by the chancellor Jefferies, who had
been lord chief justice of the king’s bench, and recorder of: the
city of London. *This man had been petitioned against both by
the 'metropolts and the parliament, for discoursging peitions
and remonstrances against grievances under which the nation la-
boured. Under so servile a chancellor it was pot difficult to
condemn every wieasure that was opposite to the minstiy, were
it ever so just or everso legal. It need not theretore be wou-
dered at that the petition of the seven bishops agams: readiog
the declavation for the suspending power in the chuich, shonld
be pronousecd to be publishing a seditions hibel arainst His
Majesty and his govermment.  ‘This has always been the lan-
zuage of the mimsters in similar cases. The bishops were sent
to the tower. Their trumphaot passage to the place of ther
coufinement i3 described at large in the histories of this 1eigp,
and the perusal would force ‘every lover of Jiberty o exclaim,
« 0 might 1 be confined in the same mannet, that my cosfine-
meut might opelrate as theirs ™

The trowns of royalty being unable to stop the torrent of pe-
titioning, the ministry had recourse to finesse; and_to counter-
balatice the cries of freedom, brought forward the approbation
of sycophnnts.  Addresses poured in as fast a3 pelitions, per-
haps vather taster, forhie who is bought to profess friendship,
geoerally overacts his pait. . But when the voice of petitioners
was stifled, the sighs of iberty were disseminated by the press.
As it was in the power of more people to see the critical state of
hberty than to feel 1, these ‘publications opened the eyes of ma-
oy, who were before, supine ; and the torrent, which; had beer
restrained, overflowed every barnier that could be opposed to
it by mwistersal power. .
{To be continued ) .7
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THE FREE PRESS,

Will be published in Moutreal every Thursday, price 6d.
per No. or 5s. 6d. per quarter, or 1 s for six months, or 22s,
per aopum, payable quarterly,in advance. Suhscnibers vesiding
at a distance from Montreal will have to,pay @ additional price
adequate to the expense of conveyance.

Subscriptious received, by Mr. Samuer Abaas, at Mr, Per-
13 %, St.Chailes Barommée Stwreet; Mr. ASDREW T'1r»on, Brit-
ish Cofféehouse; at the office of the NEws-Ro0M; and at No.
26, St. Laurent Street, )

.

N. B. Owing to the present state of the communication be-
twweer Burlington, Vi. {the vestdence of the Editor) ard Mont-
rcal, the Free Press can seldom be delivered tll Friday snorning.
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