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*DEAD IN TRESPASSES AND SINS.”

AN ADDRESS BY PROFESSOR J. Y. SIMPSON, M.D., OF EDINBURGH, 8COTLAND,
Pl
There are many figures and similes | quiver, the body isstill a clay-cold eorpse.
employed by God in the Holy Seriptures | Su are you dead, notwithstanding all your
to represent to us vur lust conditivn assin- | vccasional appearances of interest in the
nars, such as * rebels,” “slaves,” « bliuded,” | things of Gol. The outward machinery

adeaf,” ete.; but to my medical miod | of the Christian system being applied to
‘there is none mure solewnn thaa that which | you, the result is <0 much of galvanised
ocoms twice in the second chapter of | life as nakes you hear sermouns, partake of
Ephesians, pamely—-« Dead in trespasses | sacraments, attend religious services, etc. ;
and sins.”  The unregenerate, unbelieving | but still you have no heartfelt pleasure, no
- soul is.compared here by God to a corpse; | peace, and po joy, in Divine things. For
it ie « dead in sina” your souls are still «dead.” That word
Of all of you who are now living by faith | explains it all. i
- o Christ it may be as truthfully said to-| And how awfully cold is a corpse! 1
day, asit was said eighteen centuiies ago | can never forget the case of a very intellec-
of the Eplesian converts to whom the, tual patient of mine, who, amid other so-
apostle Paul wrote, * You hath he quick- | called illusions of the senses, was troubled,
ened, who were dead.” As many of you, | for a time, nightly, by the vision of the
however, as ave unbelievers are, in the]spectral corpse of her dead father being
strong language of Secripture, «dead.”— | carried in by a spectral procession, and
You are dead in the eye of Divine justice; | laid in front of her bed. At her own ur-
for as the condemned criminal is as a|gent solicitation, she was taken by her
“%dead man,” when his crimes hav ¢ brongh! | husband and myself to the dissecting-room,
on him the legal doom of death, you are|and shown a dead body. She rushed for-
* likewise ¢ dead,” because «he that be-|ward, clutched the cold arm of the o -
ligveth not is condemned already.” Fur-| and held it firmly in her hand- = o o WS:;
ther, you are also spiritually dead on ac- | impressed with the idea ' "o she once
count of Leing cut off Ly your sins from | felt the coldness of , yeql dead bodv. she
communion with the living God. Tor as ! would thus hatg a.power of distin u);;hin M
' 8 corpse moves not, stirs not, feels not, | botween iy 54 her dreaded spectgral visit!:
. and cannot be roused, so are you dead to,ariiand the very thought banished the
al love of God, and to everything pertam-'lutter. And what is this appalling cold-
. ing to the wondrous gospel of Jesug Christ. { ness of the corpse but an emblemn of the
Of the dread and crushing Lurdeu of their | frevzing and fiightful coldness of the un-
~ Own sine your suuls are nul at ull consvivus; | beliesing soul towards God, and Christ,
‘ fgr the dead feel not; corpses are not sen- " and matters of true holiness ¢
- sible of any, even the Leasiest, luads heaped ;- The unregenerate man may be eaid to
upon them. be made up of two parts—a tvine hady
: It is not improlalle that many of you, and a dead soul. In states of disezse an
- may have much to do with Diving things, injury we occasionally find something
; 8nd may take pait in the servites of reli- | analogous, in one part of the body being '
+ gio, but yet be really dead. Now it is Ll of lif, and another part of it alsie?{
: possible by galvanic mieans {0 render a re- ' and dead. I have saun a person a{‘)ter ine
. Centeorpse temporaiily iustinet with ap- | jury of the lower 1. E -k s
: 0 ! N P Jury vor part of the neck survive
_ parent vitality.  But this galanised life,ing for a ipe; the head perfectly aliva
4 ceases with the removal of the external|and well, Lut the bady and ll sefoct
4 cause ofit; and though the eyes and mouth s, T I KT i e
% ) S y j Mallunless.  In the lust fatal duel fought

.

bo thus mude to open, and tho limbs tq | pear Edivbargh, a Lallet etruck the spiug
VL. 4 N0, 10,
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of tho challenger. I have often heard
this unhappy man’s physician say that
when be first visited him, some hours after-
wards, and asked bhim how he felt:—+1
feel, bo replied, * exactly what I am—a
man with a living head and a dead bedy
mysteriously joined together.” Every un-
believing man consists of a dead soul mys-
teriously joined to a living body.

Yes, while unbelievers in Christ, people
are not what they seem to be. They are
indeed hideous and loathsome in the eye
-of God; for, with all their efforts to hide
it from themselves and others, they are
carrying about, in connection with their
living bodies, dead souls. They remind usof
the-fearful punishment described by Virgil
‘a8 inflicted by the mythical Mezentius,
king of the Tyrrhenians, when he bound
dead corpses to living men; and the living
moved about with the dead, decomposiog
bodies tied to them, face to face, and handsto
hands. Many, very many of those who walk
our streets, and some who frequent our
churches, are just like Mezenting' victims;
only ‘the dead, corrupt, and putrifying thing
is within. They are stalking charnel-houses
—walking « whited sepulchres,” which
outwardly “ appear beautiful,” but within
are.full of “rottenness” and ¢ all unclean-
ness”  In God's holy sight the soul. of
every nobelieving man—however “ moral,”
2nd “good,” and “virtuous,” and “excel-
Jent,” aud “ exemplary” (in the estimation of
the world) that man masy be—is dead,
‘“dead in trespasses and sina” For “all
have sinned” (Rom. iii. 28). ¢ Thero is
noue righteous, no, not one” (Rom. iii.
10). And the dreadful efernal fate of
overy such unbeliever is this: ¢ He that
believeth not the Sca’ sball not see life;
but the wrath of God abideth on him”
(John iii. 36). 'What a terrific doom!

At the present day many persons have
pbotographs of theic fuces taken, which
they present to their friends. But if it
ware possible to have an album of photo-
graphs taken of our sinful souls, revealing
3nd blazoning forth all the evil deeds they
had each done, all the evil words they had
ever spoken, and all the evil thoughts
they had ever thonght, how hideous and
horrible would such pictures be! Would
any man dare to give his true soul-photo-
graph to any brother man? I think not,

‘THE GOOD NEWS,

and far less to his friend. Yet the things
and thoughts we would thus conceal from
others, and even from ouwselves, are all
known to God. He hds full and faithful
soul-photographs of all, for he is perfectly
cognizant of every single one of our evil
deeds, and words, and imaginations.—
Nay, possibly, we unwittingly carry about
with us complete photographs of our own
souls. At leas, various facts seem to
show that there is Jeft engraven on the
tablets and ledgers of our own memories
(though we are not conscious of it) fuil
and unremembered records of our whole
past lives. It is only thus, perhaps, tha
physicians can explain varions phenomens;
as, for example, the striking fact that oc-
casionally, when persons have been placed
in circumstances of mortal danger, such
as when almost drowned, a swift and
startling vision of the whole of their past
life has suddenly sprung up, and deeds
long and utterly forgotten have stood for-
ward in appalling distinetness. May not,
at-death, the unsaved soul carry off with it
this record? May not unsaved sinuers
be thus both their own self-accusers and
witnesses at their own trials, when sum-
moned before “the judgment <eat of
Christ?  While the sins of the believer
are remembered no more agaivst him,
having been expunged eternally from the
book and memory of God, the sins of the
unbeliever, of which he himself possesses 2
fresh and perfect consciousness, shall per-
haps thus testify against his own soul and
self-condemun bim. What can wipe out this
fearful photograph and record of one’s un-
converted existence?  Nothing except “the
blood of Christ;” but that blood ¢ cleanseth
usfromallsin.”  Italonecan blotand wash
out the record of our iniquities, and pre-
pare the soul, by the grace of God, to re-
ccive ¢ the image of his Son.”

Moreover, as in most past ages and coun-
tries there have been two principal ways of
disposing of the dewd—they have been
either Luried or burned, and have thereby
becume either food for the worms or fuel
for the flames—so we rtead in Seripture
terrible words from the lips of Jesus him-
self, tolling of a “place of torment” pre-
pared for those who reject the offer of sal-
vation, “ whera their worm dieth uot, and
the fize isnot quenched.” Fearful thought!
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Qan it be that, by persisting in unbelief, | be saved from death by his marve]lgzus.
the souls ofany to whom T speak shall | sacrifice, you must have faith ip him
be found at last among the Curistless dead j along, and in his substitutive work-—not
who shull be exbaustless food for the un- | one particle of faith or belief in yourself, or
dying wotin, or endless fuel for the quench- | in anything that you can yourself do for
less fire ? your own redemption. Thoe work, the

The soul of the siuner is dead.  Aund | whole work of redemption, was done and
now comes the momentous question, Iow i finished, perfectly and eutirely finished,
may it be readered spuitually alivei—  eighteen ceunturies ago by *Christ; and all
How « born again” into new nfe? Ilow rthat is required of you is to believe on
recovered and restorcd, from a state of | hiw as your all-sufficient Sin-bearer ahd
death in sin, to a state of life in righwuus-i.yuur life. When the soul of the sinner
ness ¢ . |is smed, and passes “ from death unto life,”

By natureand practice we are all sinners, | that mighty result is notl—as our chapter
all “dead in trespasses and sins, atl 1¢bels |e.\|;]icitly and strongly tells us—the effect
against God.  And the doom for every | of works” of our own, *lest any man
sngle sin of every sinner 1= cternal death | should boast.”” It is the «gift of God;”
—eterval separation and bauishment fron ¢it is the work of Cluist and the Holy
the hely presenceof God.  But, in theSpirit. Christ, by whom « all things were
fnfinitude of His love to our fulien race, jmade,” is our Creator and our Redeemer.
God offers to each of us mdnidaally a free | We could not ereate owrselves; noither can
ad full pavdon, and hfe now and for ever, ( we redeem owselves. It 3 as impossible
if wa only Lelieve on Jesus Christ lis Son, } for any one to be hisown Saviour, as to
whom he sent to sutler m our stead—to | be Iiis own Creator,  No man eould create
dis that we might lives of we rely and rest ; for bis ewn body a limb or a finger, or
entirely an him as the abi-sutlicient sacrifice jeven a uail or a single hair. No more
for our sins—as our snbsuitute and security. , eould he redeem his own soul, or do any
Itis, writes St Paul in the chapter we ) purt of the work of its redemption.  The
have quoted—itis « by grace ye are saved,”  iden of self-creation is not more absurd
Gol's grace and merey. ¢ By grace,” he jthan is the idea of selfsalvation. And
rapeaty, “are ve saved through fath"—  more, those who think of improving them-
through iaith in the full atoming power of ; selves, and thus working themselves into
the sacrifive of Chyist.  © The just shali ¢ favour with God, as a condition of sal-
five by fugh”  But to see mvre simply ;vadon, should consider that such a

“and cleariy  lLow faith  or Dbelwf thusjcourse is not only absurd, but profane:

gives Life to the dead soul, listen to the | for it supposes that a dead, lost, helpless
words witered by Christ hisiselts © Vendy, . sinner may eaereise the quickoning power
verily, I say unto you, He that henreilr of the Holy Ghost, and do the atoning
my word, and believerh on him that seut ; work of Christ—that work which could
me, buth everlusting hife, and shal notiounly be accomplished by the sufferings,
come uto condemuanon, but is passed , and saciifice, and shedding of the life-blood
from death unto iife” (Johm v. 24). «I{of God’s own Son.
zxm‘thc rcs‘n':'eclion, atg the Lfe: he that No: there is only one unauel-ab]e con-
lieliovet b inme, thouuh Lz were decl, yet ! dition under which you can be saved.—
shall he ive” (Johu xi. 25). E.iier in | That condition is, that you are utterly at
his teaching he had decire U that “Who- a4 end of self and self-work, and trust
soever,”  (what & comprcienshe word :);c\crythin‘_{ to Christ and Chyist’s work.—
“whosoever Lelieveth w bim slould not Tl you see that great truth, your souls
perisn, but have everiwting 1ife.” Al ape in darkness and deaduess.  Some time
tndeed, already, 1l that Leieveth on they agy I jead of a miner walking ina vast and
Son iath everlasting life” (Juhu ih. 16, 36). dangerous mine—one of those great, black,
In these and in other passages, the Serip- { underground cities of England—when
tures uniformly connect our spiritual life | suddenly the lamp which he carried in his
with Jesur, and with belief or faith in him | hand was extinguished by an uuseen stream
as our all-sufficient Redeemer. But tolof water from the roof. For long, long
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hours ie wandered about in search of an
exit from bis dreadful, dark prison; but he
wandered all in vain. At last, utterly
oxhausted, and utterly hopeless, he lay
down to die. He felt and confessed him-
self. a « dead man.” Shortly after he did
50, to his wavering and flickering cyesight,
there appeared a light at a great distance.
Was it a mere delusion or a reality? It
seemed to come mearer and nearer; and
then, as it approached, ho saw the light
shining on and showing (he face of a
brother, who was and had been in anxious
search for him. So will it be with you, if,
wandering in this dark and sinful city of
the world, you will feel and coufess your-
selves at the end of self, with no hope of
escape in yourselves from the wrath to
come; nought but «“dead men.” Then
will Christ, your elder Brother, who is ever
watchful “ to seek and to save that which
wag lost,” straightway come to you, and
be to you your Light and your Life.

He who is thus “the Light of the
world,” ¢ the Light of life,” «the way, the
truth, and the life,” is in search of you
now., Hearken! he is saying to every
careless sinuer, every lukewarm, self-sufli-
cient one among you who is obstinately
keeping the dark chambers of his dead
soul locked wp from all approach of God's
Jove— Behold, 1 stand at the door, and
knock: if any man lLear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to Lim, and
will sup with him, and he with me”(Rev,
iii. 20). For how many, many long years
have you already, in your dire unkindness
and black ingratitude, kept Him standing
and knocking —Himn who came from
lieaven to earth to win and woo you back
from the grasp of Satan to the bosom of
of God—Him who sabmitted Lis sinless
body to death, that your sinful and dead
souls might have Jife? O, open to him
cven now, accept the mighty salvation
which he offers, and heneetorth joj fully
allow yoursehes to “live by the faith of the
Son of God.” If you do not, this may
possibly be to some of you the lust visit
of merey he will pay—the last knock of
love he may give at the door of your
beart—Dbis last offer to you of pardun
and exemption from the horrors of eterunl
death—lhis last offer to you of the untold
Jovs and glories of eternal life!

THE GOOD NEWS.

FAITH IN PRAYER.

« As o prince hast thou power with God.,”—
Gen. xxxii. 28,

An intrepid faith in prayer will always
give it unction. Let the faith of apostles
in the reality of prayer as a power with
Uod take possession of a regenerate heart,
and it s inconceivable that prayer should
be to that hemt a lifeless duty. The joy
of hope, at least, will vitalize the duty. "The
prospect of gaining an object wiki always
atfect thus the expression of intense desire,

The feeling which will bécome sponta-
neous with a Clristian, under the influence
of such a trust, is this: «“1 come to my
devotions this morning, on an errand of real
life. Tbhis is no romance and no farce, 1-
do mot come here to go through a form of
words. 1 have no hopeless desires to ex-
press. 1 have an object to gain. T have
an end o accomplish. This 8 a dusiness
m which Tam about to engage. An astro-
nomer dces not turn his telescope to the
skies with a more reasonable hope of pene-
trating those distant heavens, than I have
of reaching the mind of God, by lifting up
my heart at the throne of grace. Thiz is
the privilege of my ealling of God in Christ
dJesus.  Jiven my faltering voice is now to
be heard in heaven, and it is to put forth a
power there, the results of which only God
can know, and only eternity can develop.
Therefore, O Lord, Thy servant findeth it
in hisheart to pray this prayer unto Thee.”

“Gocd prayers,” says an old English
divine, « never come we>ping home, 1z
sure I shall receive either what T ask or
what 1 should ask”  Such a habit of feel-
ing as this will give to prayer that quality
which Dr. Chalmers observed as being the
characteristic of the prayers of Doddridge
—that they had au intensely “Dbusiness-
like ” spirit.

Olrerve how thoroughly this spirit is
infused into the seriptural representation of
the interior working of prayer in the conn-
sels of God, respecting the prophet Duniel,
The narrative is intelligible to a cbild; yet
scareely another passage in the Bible is so
remarkable, in its bearing upon the difh-
culties which vur winds often generate out
of the mystery of prayer. Almost the very
mechanism. of the plan of God, by which
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this invisible power enters into the execu-
tion of his decrees, js here laid open.
«Whiles I was spenking,” the prophet
says, ¢ Gabriel, being cauzed to fly swiftly,
touched me, and said, O Daniel, at the
begioning of thy supplication the com-
mandment came forth, and T am come to
shew thee; for thon art greatly beloved.”
What greater vividness could be given to
the seality of prayer, even to its occult
operation upou the divine decrecs? No
sooner do the words of supplication pass
out, from the lips, than the command is
given to ono of the presence-angels, « Go
thou;” and he flies swiftly to the prostrate
suppliant, and touches him bodily, and talks
with him audibly, and assures him that his
desite is given to him. ¢Iam come to

thee, 0 man greatly beloved ; T am commis- | 8

sioned to instruct and to strengthen thee,
I was delayed in my journey to thee, ¢lse
1 had come more speedily to thy relief.
For one and twenty days the prince of
Persia withstood me; but Michael came to
help me,—the archangel is leagued with
me to execute the response to thy ey, 7
must veturn to fight that prince of Persia
who would have restrained me from thee.
Unto thee am I sent. From tle first day
that thou didst set thy heart to cliaslen
thyself before thy God, thy words were
heard; and I am come lecause of thy
words, Again I say, O man greatly be-
loved, fear not.  Peace be unto thee; be
strong, yea, be strong.” Could any diagram
of the working of prayer amidst the pur-|
poses of God give to it a more vivid reality
in our conceptions, than it receives from
this little passage of dramatic narrative,
which you will find, in substance, in the
ninth and tenth chapters of the prophecy
of Daniel ?

I have sometimes tried to conceive a
pavorama of the history of one prayer. I
haveendeavoured to follow it from its incep-
tion in a human wind, through its utter-
2nce by hurnan lips; and in its flight up to
the ear of Him who is its Hearer, because
He has Leen aleo its Inspirer; and on its
Jjourney around to the uunumbered points
in the organism of His decrees which this
feobla human voice reaches, and from which
it antices a responsive vibration, because
1his also is a decree of as venerable antiquity
a8 theirs; and in its return frowmn those alti-

.
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tudes, with its golden train of blessings to
which eternal counsels have paid tributs,
at His bidding. I have endeavoured to
form some conception thus, of the methods
by which this omnipotence of poor humar
speech gains its end, without ashock to the
system of the universe, with not so much
as a whit of change to the course of a leaf
falling in the air.  But how futile is the
strain upon these puny faculties! How
shadowy are the thoughts we get from any
such attempt to master prayer! Do we not
fall back with glad relief upon the magni-
tude of this fact of prayer, “beyond the
stars heard,” and answered through these
ministries of dangels?

Human art has not yet succeeded n ex-
tending the electric telegraph around one
lobe. The combined science, and skill,
and wealth of the nations have failed thus
to connect the two continents. But yonder
is a child, whose lisping tongue is every
day doing more than that. In God’s ad-
ministration of things, that child’s morning
prayer is a mightier reality than that. It
sets in motion agencies more secret and
move impalpable, and yet counscious agen-
cies, whoze chief vocation, so far as we
kuow it, is to minister at that child’s bid-
ding: *Verily I say urnto you, that in
heaven their angels do always behold the
face of my Father who is in heaven.”
Could we appreciate prayer, think you, as
such a reality, such a power, so genuine,
so vital a thing in the working of the divine
plan, so free from trammef in its mystery,
so much resembling the power of God
because of its mystery, and yet could we
find it to be in our own experience an in-
sipid duty %—Stll Hour,

Ererxiry.—Eternity is the only theme
that confuses, humbles the proud intellect
of man. Whatis it? The human mind
can grasp any defined length of time, how-
over vast; but this is beyond time, and too
great for the limited conception of man.
It bas no beginning, and can have po end.
It cannot be multiplied, it cannot be added
unto; you may strive’ to subtract from it
but it is useless, Take millions of years
from it, take all the time that enters the
compass of your imagination, it is still whole
and undiminished as before—all caleulation
is lost, '
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THE «BLACK AND DARK: NIGHT;”
OR; PROVERBS ¥OR. YOUNG - MEN:.

BY 8, MASBEY.

«.What:havoo hast: thou made, foul monster, sin!
Groatest and first of ills! The fruitful parent
Of woes o' all dimensions!”

At the window of my house Ilooked
through my casement, and beheld among
the stmple ones, I discerned among the
youths & young man void of understand-
ing passing through the street mear ber
cornery and he went the way to her house.
In thetwi-light of the evening, in the black
and dariz night; and behold there met
him awoman with the attire of an.harlot,
and subtle of heart. Witk her much fair
apecch she caused him to yield. With the

“flattery of ler lips she forced him., He
goeth after her straighiway as an ox goeth
to the slaughter, or as a fool to the corree-
tion of thestocks.  Tilla daytstrike through
his liver; as a Lird hasteth to the snare,
and knoweth not that it is for his life.

Ponder the path of thy feet! Hearken
unto me now therefore, and attend to the
words of my mouth. Let not thine heart
decline to her ways, go not astray i her
paths,  TFor she hath cast down many
wounded, yea many strong men have been
slain by her.  Her house is the way to
hell, going down to the chambers of death.
For the lips of a strange woman drop as
an Loneyconb, and her mouth is spoother
than oil. But her end is bitter as worm-
wood, sharp as a two-edged sword. Iler
feet go down to death, lLer steps take hold
on hell. Come not nigh to the door of
her liouse, lest thou mourn at the last,
when thy fiesh and thy body are con-
sumed.

Can a man take fire in his bosom and
his clothes nut Lo burnel?  Can one walk
upon bot coals and Lis feet not be burned ?

Ryjoice O young man, in thy youth;
and let thy heart cheer thee in the days
of thy youth, and walk in the ways of
thy heart, and in the sizht of thine eyes!
but know thou, that for all these things
God will bring thee into judgment,

Those who give to God only the shadow
of duty, can never expect from him & real
reward.—Flavel

| lieveth not chall be damned.”

THE GO00D NEWS

THINGS TO BE REMEMBERED.

1, That the personal work of cultivatisy
your own heart is- your first and raain daty,
From this no_other alleged obligatiofi -can
excuse you. Not the duty of providing-for
your family, nor of transacting public business.
however important,.nor of preching the gos.
pel at home, or causing it to be preached, nor
of sending it to the heathen, nor of reforming
the morals of the eommunity, for the com.
mand “seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness,” is imperative, and'it is- given
under the awful sanctions;  He that-believeth
and i9 baptized shall be saved ; he that be-
Of this work
God will allow no procrastination or-evasion,
and for it he will accept no substitute. It
you neglect the culture of your heart on the
ground that the care of your family or your
business demauds your whole time and atten-
tion, or that you are engrosséd in the discharge’
of public duties, or that there is a great work
to be done in reforming the morals of the
commurity—if for any of these reasons, or any
other reason whatever, you ueglect the -care’
of your own heart, and remain under the do-
minion of sin, then you perish for ever.

2. That your power to benefit others will
be in proportion to your own progress in
personal holiness. It is by what we are,
rather than by the stations which we occupy,
or the outward direct efforts which we put
forth, that we exert the main part of our in-
fluence. Posts of influence-are indeed desir-
able as means of nsefalness, and direct efforts
to do good we may not withhold; but a
sanctified spirit is, after all, the main thing.
A sanctified spirit is like the sup, it illumin-
ates and warms without any effort to do so.
It isin itself; and of itself; influenceé, and it has:
no need, therefore,to be in a bustle and flarry
of excitement to gain influence.

‘Would you, for example, make a frue pro-
vision for your children ? Be holy, puré,
meek, heavenly-minded. Set them an example
of'secking those things which-are above; where
Christ sitteth at the right hand of God: This
1 of itself will be an infinitely better inheritance
| thaw a house full of silver and gold, with.an
example of ungodliness and supreme devotion
to this world. ~ 1t is better to be the child of
poor but pious parents, who ‘are able to be-
queath to their offspring nothing but their
prayers, their instructions, and their godly
example, than to receive an estate of millions
from ungodly parents who cast off fear and
restrain prayer before God. The worst pos-
sible provision which a man can make for his
children, is tb neglect both his own and:their

souls in his concérn to provide for t};ei; bodies..



THE GOOD NEWS,

THE RELIGIOUS POWER OF
' ‘CHILDHOOD.

—

BY REV. FREDERICK .G, CLARK.

It cannot be denied that «“the world
moves” in the direction of successful effort
. for youthful piety. The last quarter of &

«otntury has done wonders, by divine grace,
to0 demonstrate that ‘God looks forand finds
piety among children. The present history
of the church is full of instanees of holy
.effort on the part of very young persons.
Witness our missionary work; the influ-
enos which Suaday-school <hildren are
continually exerting at home, often upon
wngodly ta; the increasing voll of
gyouthful members in -all our churches;
and the desp and growing consciousness
on the part of ministers, parvents, and
teachers, that piety among children is a
reality and @ daty.

Can any one doubt, setting our theories
aside, that God is at thisday making great
use of the influence of elildren, in advanc-
ing his cause? The little words and the
little acts of youthful piety are proving
themselves wost efficient in the hands of
he Holy Spirit.

The ehain.of providenceg, which reaches
adter and saves many a soil, is found to be
foll of little links. Yet us put on record
here a fow out of the multitude .of facts
which are being reported in our Sunday-
achool circles. They cannot help stimulat-
inog our efforts in the right direction.

A little girl was entering the front deor
&f her home, one Sabbath noon, baving
Jeft the church with her »atents before the
communion service, Her parents noticed
that she wept. «What's the matter,
Larrie!” said the mother. ¢« Oh,” said
she, “I am 0 sad to think that all our
family turned their backs.on Christ to-day "
There was 8 volume in that sentence.

Another girl, four years old, went to
the seats appropriated to the communicants,
1o company with a pieus aunt. - Looking
Up intG the gallery, she saw her own
Sabbath-school teacher, who was present
@ a spectator. ‘That teacher had resisted
many an affectionate appeal, and still re-
tosined impenitent, .

Og getting home, the child asked her
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aunt to write & nofato hLer teachar, in just
her own words. She dictated as follows:
#DearTeacher, wha' pity! You won't
love Jesus and come dewn and take bread
and wine!” .
That note hroke the teacher’s heart,and,
through divine grace, brought her to Christ.
A child sat at the table with her parents.
Neo blessing was acked. She said, sadly,
looking to her father, “Why don't you
pray to God before youeatf” «Who told
you about that, my child#” said he. She
replied, “My teacher” ¢«Mother,” she
asked, looking earnestly into her mother’s
face, « What did you ever do for Jesus$’
The mother was confused. The child then
turned to her father, “Father, What did
you ever do for Jesus?’ «The question
went home as no sermon ever did before.
A mother sat by the windew, sorrowing
for her babe, and looking across the road
into the burying-ground. Her boy, ten
years old, came lovingly to herand said:
“Mother, why do you cry? I have
often seen you very tired of holding the
baby; but now Jesus will hold her, and
if he should get tired, he will pass her all
around among the angels,”
A dying gl said to her mother, “Ma,
I don’t wantto die, for I saw where, they
put Susy when she died. The grave is a
.cold, gloomy place. Won't you die and
go into the ground withme? I am afraid
to go alone” The mother could say
nothing. She only looked out the window
and sobbed. At length the father came
in, and the dying child said the same thing
te him. With broken words he told her
about Jesus, that her parents could not die
and be buried with her; that she mustlook
to God to be with her. She tuined her
face to the wall very sadly, and after think-
ing 2 long time, roused herself and said,
“Papa! Mamma! I dow’t want you to die
and go with me. T am not afraid to die
now. I have asked Jesus to be with me.
He hss been in the grave. He promises
to take care of us, He will go with me.”
Thus sho died, quietly leaning on Jesus.
A good man writes from the country to
a friend in the city: “Please send me a
weeping ash or elm, for the grave of our
dear boy—our first-born—our only son.
Hisend was peace. Heprayed for patience

ia his sickuess—and his prayer was an:
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swered, He would not lst us weep.
«Don't look sad,’ ho said, <look so,” (smil-
ing himself,) at the same time enduring
intense pain, ‘Father, forgive me all my
faults! ~ God has forgiven me. I wantto
be an angel. Oh, mother, I shall have a
‘harp—a golden harp!"”

So he died.

A very little girl, in England, was asked
by her mother if she knew Low Chuist
could save hier? O yes,” she roplied; « 1
will tell you. One day I was naughty,
and went up into the nursery.  Presently
1 heard nurse coming up stairs to have me
punished. I looked round to see what 1
could do, and 1 saw your wide Jress Lang-
ing on the chair. I ran toit, and covered
myself all ovel, so that urse could nut see
even my foot. Now, just so, when God
comes to punish me for my sins, I run to
Jesus, and he covers e all over, so that
God, cannot see even my feet.”

Instances of this sort, which may be in-
definitely multiplied, prove at least how
accessible early childhood is to religious
influence, and how capable it is of appre-
ciating the real essence of piety.

Tt will not answer, of course, to cilesuch
-examples as proving the actual conversion
of the children referred tu, since the tests
of later years are yet to be applied. Many
children pass tirrough these phses of ar-
dent religious experience, whose after lifo
is not in acdordance with the promises of
their youth. But perhaps the exceptivnal
cases in adult professors of religivu is yuite
as frequent.

In view of incidents like these, we may
fairly ask whetber adult pieiy usnally shows
more earnest, courageous, or happy signs
of religion? Do not such things seam o
verify these words which Christ ited from
the eighth Psalm? (Matt. xxi. 16)  Isnot
this praise perfected out of the Learts aud
Ips of children? And why shall we not
accept it as the law of divine grace tobless
the offspring with the parents, thus fulfill-
ing at once the covenant and the prophe-
cies i—Independent.

How Lenévolent and liberal ought every
Chuistian to be! He who has Christ, can
afford to part with a portion of his sub-
stance; he can afford to part with every
thing except Christ antl his own soul.
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RECREATIONS.

Just as the natural world is the product
of combined elements, so it is with the
moral world. Character is the result of
conflict between the two forees of good
and evil. Since these two powers of good
and evil hold between them the sovereignty
over mankind, it follows that every map
must be sulijeel to one of them. Inorder
to bring into use the social element in’our
nature, the disciples of Christ are organ.
ized into a body ealled the Church, It
is meant for the manifestation of good and
God-likeness. 'Were there no church of
Christ, there would be no mauifestationiof
Cluistianity.  This society of Christians
makes itsell known to the world by a:eer-
tain Ladge peculiar to it. It has a:faith,
it has the sacrament, it has a worship.—
Every chureh spire i3 a symbol of the
Christian’s hope.  In the weorld, bt not of
the woild, the church stands a citadel of
godliness. The devil also has his church,
and its profession Las this one bold pecu-
Liarity, that it avows that its motives are
earthly and not heavenly; that its sphere
of action and service is bounded by the
grave; its beaven lies on this side the
death-bed. It has too, its temples where
bis worship is¥attractive; where. to name
the name of Jesus would be heresy agains
Deliul.  These temples are almost side by
side with God’s temples, yet they are so
distinet that even a stranger might know
them, and so these two great forces stand
Dbefore the world, the one the impersonation
of Christianity, the other theimpersonation
of wotldliness. Al men and women be-
long to one of thess associations, the church
of Clirist or the church of the world—
Can they ever coalesce? Can they ke
the same platform? «What concord is
thete Letween Christ and Belial#” Ought
the Cluistian ever 1o defile himself with
the world, in any of its amuseinents and
pleasures, and if he may ever indulge in
them, how far n.ay he go?

We must consider that the eburch of
Christ must of necessity have many poins
of contact with the world. The Chuistisg
is not a hermit, and the monastety is not
the proper home for piety, ~ Christ said,
« | pray not that thou shouldst take them
out of the world, but that thou shouldst
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Késp'them from the evil” In two hostile:
pations that lie side by side, the conflict

is not in the central towns but in the bor-
ders where the battle is waged; so it is in
the great confroversy between the church
and the world. It is not that the frith
itself is assailed; its great central positions
aro unapproachable. It is a warfare that
.clianges 80 with position and cirewinstance
that sometimes the landmarks car Lawdly
be seen. Regeneration does not change
the human organism in the new birih;
the disciple of Chuist must act under the
same necessities, and use thesame facaliies
a3 if he were engaged in the Dlusivess of
the world. The same tongue must mihe
‘the Christinn’s prayer the lawyer’s plea
and the trader’s bargain, The bent bow
loses its spring, and so coutinual employ-
ment must fatigne; then must come repose.
Some sort of divertion is positively ne-
cessary to the best condition of mind and
soul and body, to keep them from the
dobility of overaction; and here we come
to the test of its true characler. Wlhen-
ever amusement is recreation then it be-
comes a part of the obligation under whick
God lays every man; to keep a sound
mind in & sound body, and then there
shall not be an unsound soul. Since both
the worldly man and the Christian both
need yecreation, it s in thewn that the world
and the church bave most easily evalesced.
It is asked, ¢ Why is dancing wrong? TIs
it not simply a motion measured and regu-
leted in a kind of fizure; does it diller
from the march of & military wovement?
‘What more harm is there in the music of
the opera, than in the music of the .Eolian
harp? Even the theatre, why is a drama
any worse than an essay #” These seem
plausible uestions at first, but it is in the
abuse of amusements that the evil lies.—
It may Lerthat in some future tine minuse-
ments which are now as cunducted a ten-
dency to wrong, may be participated in
with-propziety, but that time Lias uot come
yet.  They are wrong beeause of the world-
finess that is mixel up in them. There
caunot be a precise point designated le-
yond which none should go. But if tue
Christian wili only live in close intimacy
with his- Lord, he will not lean too much
towards amusements. Let the young be

taught that there is a better ambition than !
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that of fashionablelife, snd a riobler career
than that of pleasure~—~XRev. Dr. Vinton.

GOD’S PLAN OF YOUR LIFE.

Nover complain of your birth, your
employment, your hardships; never fancy
that you could be somstlung if you.only
had a different lot and sphere assigned you.
God undorstands his own plan, and he
knows what you want a great deal better
than you do. The very thing that you
wmost deprecate as fatal limitations o> ob-
structions, are probably what you most
wait.  What you call hindrances, ob-
stacles, discouragements, are probably God’s
opportunities; and it is nothing new that
the patient should dislike his medicines,
No. A truee to all such impatience.
Choke that envy which gnaws at your
heart, beeause you are not in the same lot
with others; bring down your soul, or
rather bring it up to receive God’s will,
and do his work, in your lot and sphere,
under your cloud of obscurity, against’
your temptetions, and then you shall ficd
that your condition is never opposed to
your good, but consistent with it.

RELIGION IS BEAUTIFUL,

Relizion is beautiful, because it is the
service of the God of beauty, Its inward
and characleriztic experiences are full of
Leauty.,” A good soul is a bequtiful soul.
Evely Clristian household, I think, ought
to Lave a door Beautiful by which it should
be entered. Every Christian church
ought to have a gate called Beautiful;
land they t(iat go into the midst of
i Christizns should ~ as much say, “How
Leautiful they are!” as «Ilow good they
are!” or “IHow tiue they are! or «How
-kind they ave! DButin our churches we
' are apt to have the symbols more frequent-
Iy than the quality. We make beautiful
churclucs more often than we do beautiful
Christians. We carve marbles, and rear
fine proportions in stoue; we decorate
walls and altars; but these are only phy-
sical representations, , material symbols,
while the quality of beauty is in holiness.
The beauty of love in all its infinite inflec-
tions, the Leauty of justice and of truth
these languish.—Beecker.




262
“DOES YOU LOVE GOD?P”

% Does you love God 2

The question came from a swcet pair of
lips. Opposite sat a young gentleman of
striking exterior. Ho and the child were
travelling in o stage coach. The latter sat
on her mother’s knee. Her little {ace, beauti-
ful beyond description, looked out from a
frame of delicate lace-work. For four hours
the coach had been toiling on over an unequal
road; and the child had been very winning
in her little ways~—lisping songs; lifting
her bright blue eyes often to her mother’s
face; then falling back, in a little old-fashion-
ed, contented way, into her mother's arms,
soying by the mute action, I am ha¥py
here.

Formore than anhour, the dear babe, scarce

yet entering the rosy threshold of her fifth year, ! ¥

had been answering the smiles of the young
man, who had been plensed with her beauty.
He had nodded his head to L. - little tunes; be
had offered her his pearl-handled penknife to
play with; and, at last, his heart went over
10 her at every glanee. The mild blue eyes,
full of the innocence of & holy love and a
trusting faith, made his pulses leap with a
purer joy; aud, as the cosch rattled on, be be-
gan to wish the end of the journey were not
§0 very near.

The child had been sitting for the last fifteen
minutesregarding the young man witha glance
that seemed almost solemn; neither smiling at
his caresses sor at the dear face that bent
above her.

A thoughtfulness seemed to spread over
the young brow that had never yet been
shadowed by care ; and as the coach stopped
at the inn-doer, and the passcngers moved
uneasily preparatory to leaving, she bent
towards the young mas, and lisped in ler
childish voice, these words :—* Does you love
God ¥ .

He did not understand at first, in the con-
~fusio(llx, and lé{:nt Iovc;xl- nearer ; aud the voice
asked again, clearly, almost eagerly,—

“Doegsa;on love God ?” the thoughtful, in-
guiring eyes, meantime beamipg into his
own.

The young man drew back hastily blushing
up to the very roots of his hair. He look d
in a sort-of confased abrapt way at the child,
who, frightened at his mauner, had hidden
her face in her mother’s bosom ; turned to
the coach-door ; gave another look back, as
ifheﬁonged to see hétr face ; and then left the
coach,

He burried tohis hotel ; but the little voice
weat with him. There seemed anechoinhis
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heart, constantly repeating the question of the
child,—“Does gou plove éod ?”q .

Several gay young men met him at hig
hotel. ‘They appeared to have been waiting
for him, and welcomed him with mirth that
was almost boisterous. They had prepared
an clegant supper ; and after he had been to
his room, escorted him to the table. The ful}
gleam of the gas fell upon the glittering fun
niture ; red wines threw shadows of a lustroug
crimson hue athwart the snowy linen. There
were mirth, wit, faces lighted with pleasurs,
—everything to charm the eye an]d) pleass
the palate ; but the young man was conscious
of 2 void never experienced before.  His heart
ached 4o see the child again ; and ever and
anon he seemed to hear her words,

« Does you love God ?”

Hisname was Gilbert. Only twenty-thres
ears of age, he was a good scholar, apd
esteemed by his friends a genins, Already

he bad made his mark as a writer ; but hehad
| pever thought, as he thought to-night, on the
solemn import of that simple yuestion,—

“ Does you love God ?”

It came to him when he held the red wine
to his lips ; it was heard amid the clatter of
the bibard-balls, and the shouts of mermry
langhter that filled the wide room, everywhere,
Winchever way he turned, he saw the earnes
glance of that blue-eyed child, heard the low
voice singing, the low voice laughing, thelow
voice asking thrillingly,—

“ Does you love God ?”

{ Itfollowed him to his bedside. He hsd
tried to drown 1t in wine, in song, in cerelels
levity. He strove to sleep it away, but heard
it in his dreams.

The next night, he met 2 fashionable friend
{ He was to tahe her to some place of pleasure
She was very beautifal in dazzling robing—
The gleam of pearls, and the lustres of silk
and lace vied with each other to enhance her
loweliness ; but even as she came sailisg into
the room with smiles upon her young red
lips and 2 welcome in her words, there came
too, Boating noiselessly at her side the pres-
ence of that augelchild. The better feelings
her innocent presence had awakened were yet
warm ; and, before he knew it, the young man
said, quickly and earnestly, * Does you love
God ¥ : )

“VWhat do you mean ?” exclaimed the young
gir], with a start of surprise.

Y was thinking, as you came in, of alove]
child I saw yesterday,” he replied. *As
was in the act of leaving the coach, sho
fsjudd’(’:nly looked up, and asked me that ques

on. -
# And whet, pray, put it into the child$
head ? 'What did you answer "
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§ it ashomed to say, I twas not prepared
%tk an answer,” replied the young man, cast-
o down his eyes.

gI‘hm: night pleasure had no gratification for
him. His feet trod languidly the mazes of the
dance ; his smiles were forced : and moge than
once, it was said of him, * He does not seem
himself.”

No; he was not like the gay thoughtless
gelf of former years. There was astill pool
lyingin his bosom, the waters of which had
never Defore been disturbed. Now a little
child had dropped a pebble in, and the vibra-
tion was to go on through eternity. :
Dust soiled and travel-weary, a thoughtful
man walked through the principal street of a
large western city. As he wenton, apparent-

ly absorbed in his own meditations, his eye
accidentally encountered a face looking down
from the window of a handsome house, His !
whole countenance suddenly changed. He
peused an isstant, looking eagerly at the
window; and in another moment his hand
wos on the bellhandle. He was ushered
inte the very room where sat the lady of the
hease. '

“You will pardon my intrusion,” he said,
«but I could not pass by, affer seeing you !
sccidentally at the window. I have never for- |
gotten you nor your little girl, who five years !
8go, in a stage coath, put to me the artless
question, ‘Does you love God Do you re-
member ?”

“Ithink Ido,” said the lady smilingly,
“from the circumstance that you scemed so
much startled and confused; but my dear child
asked almost every person with whom we met
that or similar questions.” |

“Her innocent fuce is eugraven on my
heart,” said the young maa with mach emo- |
fion. “Never, since that day, have Ibeen
tempted to do that which my conscience would l
notsanction; but the earnest, scricus gaze with
which she regarded me before she asked that |
questiop, has come to my mind. , Would she
remember me, do you think? Absurd!
thought ? of course she wouldnot. ButT
ghonld remember her anywhere, under any !
circamstances. Can T not see her, madam? |
Isshe at home with you? I long fo take
her inmy arms, and hear once more the
voice that God has used to draw my heart to
Him.”

Strange that, in his eagerness, he did not
notice that palling check, the quiver of the
mother’s lips, the sudden placing of her hand
against her heart! Strange also that he did
notmark the absence of pattering feet; of
Iktle gentle indications that a child’s fingers
bad been busy in the room about him.
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Suddenly, as he censed speaking, there
came over him & stertling consciousness.
Ho saw the tear-stained cheek turned towards
tho window; he noticed the garments of
sombre . hue; ke heard the silence réigning
within.

4 Madam——is—the child————2"

¢ She isin heaven,” came low and hrokenly
from the trembling lips.

The young man sank baclk on his seat, agi-
tated, dumb— sorrowiul that he had so rudely
torn open the still bleeding wound in that
womanly heart.

“7T'his is sad tidings,” he said, after a long
pause, and his voice was troubled. ¢ Dear
littlo angel ! she is, then, speaking to me from
the grave.”

The mother arose, and beckoned him to fol-
low her. Into g little hallowed chamber she
went, where, in a case, were the books the
child loved, her Bible, her beantiful rewards,
her childish toys.

«There,” said the mother, now quite broken
down, and sobbing as she spoke, “there is all
that is left on earth of preci%us Nettie.”

« No, madam; that is not all that is left: I

{am here a monument of God's mercy, made so

through her holy influence. Before she asked
me that question on that eventful day, my
mind was a chaos of doubt, of bewildering
and conflicting erzors. I had dared to. ques-
tion the existence of an Almighty Creator.
I'had defyingly thrown my taunts at Him,
who, in great forbearance, has forgiven me.

{ My influcuce for evil was unlimited; because
y men luoked up to me, aud chose me for their
{leader. Iwas going the downward path,—

aeoping blindly in & great labyrinth of error,
and drfx’ggiug others with me. Madam, by
this time I might have been a debaunchee, a
libertine, a God-defying wretch, but for her
unlooked-for question—

«+Does youlove God ?°

“Qh ! that voice ! that look! that almost

| jnfinite sorrow ! that divine pity, that, through

her, glanced into my soul! Madam, these
tears bear witness that your child left more
than precious dust and perishing toys.”

Utterly broken down, the strong man wept
like 2 child. Al hesaid was true; for he held
the hearts of men in hishands. In genius, he
was oue of the strong ones of the earth; and
all that powerfal mind was engaged in spread-
ing the tidings of man’s salvation through
Jesus Christ.

Oh ! Jittle children do amighty work.

Reader, in the sweet accents of that babs
of heaven, is there not a voicein your heart
asking,—

“Toes you love God 2”
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. &« CHRIST IN ME.”

O Christ, within me dwelling!
Thy love my heart hath won;.
Reveal that love, dear Jesus,
As pilgrim days go on,

This world is bleak and barren—-
Thy love is bread and wine;
For this Divine refreshing,
My very heart doth pine.

1 love Thy Woud, revealing
“What Thou, Lord art to me—

'The mirror true and faithful
Wherein Thyself T see.

"No breath of mine can tarnish
The glass revealing Thee!

Thy beauty shining through it
Gives all its radiancy.

Ob- pure and perfect vadiance
That.evermore Temains—

That shineth%r: serenely

. Though dafkness round me reigns!

Shineon, O Christ within me,
- And give me grace to be
© As one of thine epistles
'Tbg’}iide ths world to Thee!

. Tknow no other glorv,
I ciave thishigh renown—
I fdin would add some jewels
To my Redeemer’s crown,

Ob live in me, my Saviour,
Thy saving life, I pray;
And give me strength for Iabours
That shall remajn for aye, )
.M.

—British Herald:
DEATH'S .DONATIOX,
Twenty-seven hundred years ago a funeral
procession was moving along from a house of
mourning towards the burial-place. (2 Kings
it 21§ The corpse lay uncoffined on the
bier. Before reachiug the narrow chamber
prepared for this pale sleeper, the party were
startled by the appearance of b:mg
ders, which at this period were quite numerous
1 that unbappy country. Happeniog to be
then very near a grave already occupied, they
hastily deposited in it their lifeless barden and
fled, What must have been their amazement,
on looking round 2 moment after, to see their
friend issuing from the sepalchre whero they

| rise and retire to the other roow.

of marua-
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had laid him, alive. The corpse bad tonched
the ashes of the dprophet Elisha, and at the
touch Kfe fetnroed. Is notlife a strange dong-
tion for death's hand to bestow?

Years ago there gleamed among the
churches of Scotland the light of a sjlver
lamp. The name inscribed apon that lamp
was Robert Murray McCheyne.  But his bio-
grapher tells us that the light of that gracious
Iife was kiidled at the bier whereon the corpse
of his brother David lay. Another donation
of life from the hand of death.

Here is a wayward son. Instructions,
) exhortations, sermons, revivals, prayers, pa-
rental sohcitudes, have all proved in vain
But now God sends death to ordain the
mother of that youth fo preach in hisears fie
soul-winping sermon. And from those closed
eyes and scaled lips, and from that pale face
and prostrate form there issues a power that
saves her darling from the lions. Thus again
death gives life. .

{ Years ago, in a certain pew, there sat &
{ ap, Sabbath after Sabbatb, Ustening and not
s withvat interest, to. repeated messages of
ymercy. At many a communion season ‘he
y promised submission to Lis Lord'ere anpther
| should arrive. One day, after lonig procrasti-
y nation, death-swooped down upod his honse-
hold, and bore away the spirit of his little
boy. Rarely is & more touching scene pre-
| seoted than was witnessed at that faperal
The poor father was likg a:yandering .spirif. -
He would come into theroom wheré the little:
corpse lay, aud bending one- knee, he would
gaze awhile upon that.sweet white-face, thep
A few
minutes more would find him again in the
former position, and then again he would
retire, .And when we lett that little coffin jn
that little grave, it seemed as if that stricken
father would leave bislife there with.it Our
next communicn found that father a saved man
with us at the table, _Auother life-gift from
death’s hand.

More th:ulfcighteqn hundred years ago the
eternal Son of God died; and O, what & death!.
0, that bloody eweat! 0, thatagonizing ery!
But to-day there ave millions on earth, and
many, masy millions in heaven,once™ dead in
trespasses and sing,” and now alive for ever-
more, .Andall this Jife comes from that death,
And this same death will be the source of all
the life that will throb and flash and sing at
the marriage supper of the Lamb:,

Is this bife yours? 1fnot, for what mre you.
waiting? Tor God to fill some cofin with
the remains of the dearest of your earthly
treagures? Will you not go fo the Saviour;
till you have to go over the grave.of mother
father, wife, or child ?
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DOING GOQD:.

In London there is & large building called
Excter Hall. Itisused chiefly to holdre-
ligiousmeetings and anniversariesin, Once
they were holding a Sunday-school anni-{
gersary there. A clergyman was addressing.!
¢ho children. He told them about two bad.!
littlo boys whom he had once known, and !
s good littie girl, whom he afterwards learn-
ed to know. One day this little girl was
going home from Suuday-school, where she
had lcarned totry to he'like Jesus, “who
wentabout doing good.” On her way home
she saw fwo littie boys, about her own age,
quasteiling.  She went up to them, and told
them how wickedly they were acting. She
maede. them sitop guarrelling, and finally
persuaded them to go to her Sunday-school.
The boys were named Jimand Tom. The
girl was called little Mary Wood.

#Now, children,” said the gentleman,
4 wouldyou like to-sec Jim ?

With-one voice they all-shouted, ¢ Yes.”

«Jim, stand up,” said the gentleman,
looking to:another part of the platform. A
tal], reverend-looking gentleman, dressed in
black, and wearing.a white cravat, arvse and
{ooked smilingly upon the children.

«There,” said the speaker, ¢ that is Jim.
He has-beén ‘a missionary for several ycars
in one of the South Sea Islands. Now
would you like to see-Tom3”

#Yes; yes, sir,” was heard all over the
house. -
¢ Here he ds,” said the ¢peaker, straight-
ening himself up; “he, too, has beema
missionary for years.”

® And now, would you to sece little Mary
Wood

“Yes, yes.; oh yes!” burst forth in a per-
fect storm of voices.

“Well, do you see that lady over there,
with ablack velvet bonnet, putting down
hervail, and blushing Hke & vose? That's
little Mary Wood. And now I have asecret
to tell. yor. She is my-wife I That good girl
sowed a very little sced. in God's garden.
The fruit which it bore-was $wo missionaries
to the heathen, with-all'the good resulting
from their labours.

RECEIVING THE HOLY GHOST.

Hany will Temember how the dying surgcon,
in that affecting parrative, The Victory Won,
cbarged his wife t6 pray daily, «Oh God, fill me
with the Holy Ghost !¥

“Itisa short prayer,” hie added, “butit will
hove 2 long answers® Olll‘mugﬁlmg Christian,
will yon not say ittoo, ana with all your soul, and
mind, and strength?

You are suffering; you are weary; you arc
sighing' for ‘holiness. “You feel that yon shall’
acver be.satisfied until.you can cheerfully chooso
Got's will:rather than your own, and eyen rejoice
1o tribulation he bas appointed,

|
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Why should you toil painfully -n% this, hill,
Difficnlty, when yon may have- the strength of
God-to guide you and make;your way perfect?’
How. must our Father's-love ‘be.grieved away, ifs
he sees you striving to fight your battles alone,
when he has exhausted Iangnage in proving how
full and free is the offered help: of the Holyi
Spirit? Why not receive bhim into your heart,
dear cluld of God? Yoa keep him oit, even
when you are most carhest to overcomeé sin, if
you go about it sadly, donbtingly and alone.

Aad you who long for closer union with Christ;
continue_your prayer and painstaking. Study.
still-the Bible, and strive to do gdod; but take
cffectual measures to mahe your labour successful,;
“Receive ye the Holy Ghost.

Does not our Saviour say these words to ug’as:
truly as he did ta his early disciples? He stands
—~tlis wonderful ail-glorious Lord and King—
HE “stands. at the dvor and. knocks.™ Holding
out this last, best, all-comprehending gift, this:
purchase of his sulerings, lie bids us receive it.

Have ye received the Holy Ghost?—British
Messengers '

THE LORD'S DAY.

‘What special iime is there set apa{t for
the refreshment and the exercise of the.

 Letter and immortal part of man® The

Sabbath.  As the night is to.the workig
day, as it affects the body, so is'the Sab-
bath to the working week as.it affects the.
soul; refreshing and recovering it from the.
toil apd taint of the busy working .days..
Man is born for the possession and wuse of,
two great rights; and these are intimately
related to each other:—The Bible, the
Lord’s Word to man, his great Directory:
of Life; the Sabbath, the Lord’s Day to
man, specially designed for. the study and
application of that Directory—that he may
live. Woe to the master that robs his
servant of that day! Woe to the man
that robs himself! Wooe to the man—bs
he master or servant—who robs his God!
But then you say, and most truly, religion
is not confined to the Sabbath-day. Noj;
religion is not like a man’s coat. I have
seen a working man, and so have you, put
on his best blue coat, go to church in it,
and then take it off, fuld it up and sit in
his shirt sleeves the rest of the day, and
work in his shirt sleeves the rest of the
week. Religion is not 2 coat;itis our
body-linen—would that it were fairer and
purer '—worn next the heart, Sabbath and
Saturday, bigh-day and bolyday, day and
night—* not slothful in business, fervent
in spirit, serving the Lord.” But time
must be given for reading and meditation
on God's ' Word, for this daily attention %o
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the soul, this every-day religion. Thereis
a day of reckoning at hand. There is
*“the Lord’s day” now for preparation.—
There is « the day of the Lord” coming—
the day of reckoning. We shall all be
there, master and man alike. ¢ Working
man, what of thy body?” No; « What
of thy soul?” Ie bas not thoughtof that.
Stricken with terror and amazement, he
loolss round; for he cannot look up. His
eye glances upon his mastei, and lus finger
points him out accusingly. * He so hur-
ried and bustled me, that I Lad no time
to think of my poor soul.” Yet the voice
still demands, “ What of thy soul?” Ah!
two must answer that question upon that
day. Were it not well that these two
settled it between them now? Yes; time
must be given fur reading and meditating
on God’s word, for personal and family
devotion, The family altar—where is it
560 much needed as in the cabin of the

working man? It is a laboratory more;

wondrous than that of the alchemist.—
God blessing the means, it couverts the
dust of humanity into bright and bur-
nished gold. It raises the poor peasant to
the level of the peerless prince.  Excelsior!
Christian yonng men, that is your Ladge;
no “strange device” to youw. “Christ
crucified; to the Greeks foolishness, and
to the Jews a stumbling-block,”—bat no
““strange device” to you.. No; dlasp it in
the morning of your days, clasp it m the
noontide, clasp it in the evening; and
when your body in the night les down
amid the snows and ice of Jeath, the ban-
ner will be found still with you, marking
the way your sval has gone. Excelsior!
And what means so likely, with God's
blessing, to realize these blessed hopes as
the family altar®
* Then kneeling down, to Heaven's elernal King,
The saint, the father, and the husband prays;
Hope springs, exulting, on triumphant wing,
That thus they all shall meet in future days,
There ever bask in uncreated rays;
No more to sigh, or shed the bitter tear,
Together hymning their Creator's praise,

1n such seciety, yetstill more dear,  [sphere.»
While cirching Time moves round in an eterng)

~Prof. Afiller.

How cheerful ought every Christian to
be. If he have Christ, Lie bas the promise
of all things! Worldly objects and changes
ought to have no power over him,

THE GOOD NEWS:

DEPENDENCE ON THE HOLY
SPIRIT IN PRAYER.

1. That dependence is seen in our senv
sibilities. Allthe finest of them have beer
deadened by sin~~love to God, humility,
gratitude, reverence, depetidence, benevo-
lence. And yet there rémains a painful
emptiness, an indefinite longing.in the hu-
man heart. How its groans echo'in the
book of Ecclesiastes! What does it mean?
It is not all morbid. Noyit shows man
to be like a royal child, stoled’ from home
in infancy by wandering beggars, who still
retaing faint recollections and' earnest Jong-
ings for something it has fost. We should
always hear this sighing of the human
| soul with respect and sympathy.

What our sensibilities. need, then, is,
definite shaping, urgency, and right direc-
tions We cannbt take a full' view of our
own necessities. # We know not what we
should pray for as we ought, but the
Spirit maketh intercession for us.” Itis
easy for us to string words topether; but
to pray so as to move the heart of Gody
that requires superpatural aid. To geta
clear, comprehensive, and impressive view
of our own wantsisa great blessing, And
there is a sluggishness and torpor in our
spirits which' only the Spirit of God can
remove. There isa chilling distrust of our’
heavenly Father to be overcome, He only
canremove it, and substitutd a holy “bold-
ness,” a spirit of adoption which, enables:
us to-say, % Abba, Father.” ‘

2. Our understanding needs to be enlight-
ened. “Noman can say that Jesus is the:
Christ but by the Holy Ghost,” 80 no
man can pray but by the Holy Ghost.—
Praying, while it is one of the simplest,
is at the same time one of the most myster+
iousthings in the world. Formality iseasily
comprehended. Praise wecan make plain
to any who' will give attention. But pray-
er is & mystery. The wants if utters are
not obvious fo the natural reason. Itg
relations 1o the persons of the "Frinity are
mysterious. Ifs earnest pleading; wrest-
ling like Jacob; making strong supplication
with crying and tears like our Eord ;Eylead-
ing like Abraham; persevering like Elijah;
expecting to move a kingdom Dby it like
Daniel; or to save a nation, with AMoees
—this i3 wonderful! It is a slone ef
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glumbfing and rock of offence to men in
the church and out of it, This making
fntercession in the saints with unutterable
groanings s a mystery—praying in the
Holy Ghost.  And yet it is real.

8. The wdll needs his aid. We are
morally weak, impotent for the mighty task
of prayer—such prayer as seizes the pillars
of hell to shake them. It is an expression
tq be noted, “The Spirit helpeth our in-
firmities.”  “The Spirit searcheth all
things, yes, the deep things of God, and
maketh intercession for the saints ac-
eording to the will of God.” If the Spirit
of God is in us we must pray. ‘We can-
not be neglectful of prayer till he leaves us.
Satan knows that there is nothing on earth
5o terrible to him as the Spirit of Gord mak-
ing intercession in a human spirit, leading
that person to pray in the Holy Ghost.

FOR THE AGED.

When old age creeps on, or infirmities
still more disabling, let us cheerfully sw-
tander, and be thankful to those who are
good enough to do anything for us, or
carry us any whither.  Old Betty was con-
verted late In life, and though very poor,
was very active. She visited the sick; out
of her own poverty she gave to those who
were still poover,” collected a little money
from others when she could give none of
her own, and told many a one of the love
of the Saviour.

At last she caught cold and rheumatism,
and lay in bed month after month, pain-
worn and helpless. A good minister went
toses her, and asked if, after her active
habits, she did not find the change very
bardtobear? ¢ No, Sir, not atall.  When
I was well, I used to hear the Lord say
day by day— Betty, go here; Betty, go
there; Betty, do this; Betty, do thaty and
Tused to de it as well as T could; and
gow I hear Him say every day— Betty, lic
gtill and cough ',

By a sweet submission glorify God.

By patience and thankfulness render it.

delightful to those around to minister to
your necessities, and seek to give them in
return the edifying spectacle of pain well
endored in strength of God’s own giving.
And thus, whilst he makes your bed in
your sickness—thus, whilst old and grey-
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headed, he keeps his everlasting avms
around you, you will show his strength to
the new generation ;- his power and fafth-
fulpess to those who are coming after—2a
good confession, a gentle ard notinglovious

martyrdom—Dr. Hamilton,

The Kingston Sabbgth Reformation
Society.

This Society, which has been in exist~
ence for over fourteen years, is now, through
its indefatigable Secretary, Dr. Mair, press-
ing on the attention of the church in its
various branches, the subject of closing op
the Sabbath all the canals in the province

The desirability of gaining this otject is
patent to every Christian who understands
the nature and design of the Christian
Sabbath. To those to whom the desira-
bility of this object is not self-evident, he,
in behalf of the Committee of this Society,
renders several important reasons :—

1st. Allmen have a right to one day of
rest out of seven expressly conveyed to
them in the fourth Commandment.

2d. Tle rest of the Sabbath is necessary
to the well-being of man pbysically, mor-
ajly, intellectually, sphitually, and in every
condition and relation; neither ean it be
infringed without dishonour to God and
injury to His creatures,

3d. Those who occupy their Sabbath
hours in other works than those of neces-

sity, mercy, or plety, “labour for that

which satisfieth not,” for it has bezn estab-
lished on .well authenticated facls, that
Jabour on the six lawful days of the weck,
with rest on the Sabbath, is equally pro-
ductive, if not more so, than unremitting
toil every day of the week; and ¢kat with-
out taking into account the continuous
wear and toar of soul and body, for which
there can be no amends.

4th. It is singularly unjust, that labour
should be exacted from the employes of
Government and other men on the St.
Lawrence and Otlawa Canals, when thosa
on the Welland and Lachine Canals are
(and for years past haye been) exempt from
it on the Lord’s Day,

—enem
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5th, Labouron the Canals on the Lord’s.
Day outrages the pious sentiments of Chris-
tians—malkes light of their sense of right
and wrong—disturbs the peace and quiet
of religious assemblies—debases tlie high
and pure standard of morals which ought
to be upleld in every Christian land—
impairs the raterial prosperity of the
country—and worst of all, must prove
higlly displeasing to the Omnipotent and
Gracious Ruler of the Universe, *“the
Hather of Lights, from whom cometh down
every good and perfect gift, in whom we
live and move and have our Leing.”

Gth, The Se'ect Comumittee of the Legis-
Iative Assembly, it their “ Report on the
Propriety of Frohibiting Sunday Labour
in the Public Departments of the Pro-
vince,” priuted in 1833, expressed them-
sehves in the following explicit and peremp-
tory language :—“ Whatever inconvenience,
therefore, might ensue from the prohibition
of Sunday labour in the Public Departinents,
the Committee respectfully submit that
Justice to the officers of Government, and
a due regard to public morality, justify the
demand made by the petitioners, and that
their prayer ought to be acceded to; but
the Committee are far from apprehending
any serious inconvenience.” Moreover, jn
regard to the Canals, it was specially urged
Ly that Committee as follows, that ¢ the
plea of public convenieice for opening the
Canals -on the Lovd’s Day is still less de-
fensible; it is enough to say that the
Welland and Lacline Canals have been
closed for years without any complaint
reaching Government to show the impro-
priety of closing them all. 1t is very ob-
vious that any inconvenience which could
result to the mereantile interest from clos-
ing the St. Lawrence Canals on Sunday,
must have bevu expumienced with far
greater force on the Welland, and it is
equally clear that if any serions inconveni-
ence bad been felt, it would have been re-
presented to Government loug ere this.”
The Select Commitiee therefore prepared
the draft of & Bill, 21st April, 1853, em-
bracing among other requirements the
following, viz., that «all Canal locks shall
rensain closed from Saturday at midnight
until Sunday at midnight.” ~ But hitherto
all Parliamentary action has been.bootless
in this respect.

‘tian be.
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But though this olject can be gained,

‘there is one form of Sabbath desecration

which would not be reaclied, We refer 1o
the Royal Mail river steamers, which regy:
larly leave Hamilton and Montreal op
Saturday morning, and pusb through fo
their destination without respect to the
Sabbath. o

This Society, as we learn from the Jast
yem's report, communicated with the
Managers of the Grand Trunk and Great
Western Railways, relative to the running
of trains on the Sabbath. Ou the whole,
the general conduct of these railways with
regard to the Sabbath, is more satisfactory
than we would have expected from the low
state of public morality and religion. The
Grand Trunk passenger frains that Jeave
East and West on Saturday evening, stop
over the Sabbath, and resume their journey
carly on Monday morning. Why should
uot the Royal Mail steamers do the samef
There is no argument that can be used on
their bebalf, that will not apply with equal
force to the Grand Trunk. )

If the Canals were stopped by legislative
enaciment, the spirit of gain that prompts
the Company to override the Sabbath,
would prompt them to evade the law, by
causing the steamers to start so-carly from
Montreal, that they could pass through the.
Canals before midnight, and thus continug
as they do at present. ‘

There are other forms of Sabbath dese-
craticn to which reference might be made,
aud to which the atfention of Churistians
might be directed. These we may refer
to on some future occasion.—En1ror.

How free from care might every Chris;
He might be free from all cars
except that which relates to knowing and
doing his Master’s will. And those who
do His will, bave His promise that duty
shall be made plain, and we know that
such go «from strength to strength.”
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THE GOOD NEWS.

[Far #The. Good-News.?
"-CHRIST'S ASCENSION.

Chnist, hav,mg finished' the work given
him to do upon earth, spent his last night
with bis little flock—opening up their wn-
derstandiags; that they might understand
theSeriptures.  Bléssed night that to them,
A night with Jesus! “But when the morn-
ing began to dawn, Jesus led them through
the quiet, winding streets of Jerusalem.
Ah! fittle did: the capital that morning
know, that i18 greatest glory was about to
depart.  But Tet us now follow the little
group heyond the city gate, across the
Kedron, and up the vineclad slopes of
Olivet. The dawn has just rolled, back
the black curtains of night when they arrive
o the secluded hallowed spot on the hilf
side next to Betbany—the spot which
Jesus had often trod in company with his
disciples before, and around which many
sunny metwoties hang. As they walked
slowly. and thoughtfully over Olivet, he had
given them his. Jast injunctions. Having
&inished. his: own work . faithfully and un-
fiinchingly, he is now pointing out theirs,
But lie does not send them a warfare upbdn
their own chirges, for he tells them to
wait, until. they are equipped with the
sword.of the Spirit.  He had often uttered
many-dark sayings to them, which they
bad beenat aJoss o comprehend, but before
leaving them, he opens their hearts and
their eyes to the great scheme of salvation
which he had wrought out for man, and
he gives them' a.commission to publish it
tthe ends of the earth. He had told
them by the way over the mountain, that
he was about to go hence, that he might
send the Comforter unto them. _And
while talking of such things they reach
Bethany where the farewell sceme takes

plact, Heaven can be without its Lord
1o longer, He must bid them adien. He

who gpake a5 never man spake, now speaks,

forthe last. time on.earth. They press

.
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around him with anxious solicitude. Kind-
ness in his eye; he lifts his bands and pro-
pounces a blessing on their heads. Each
eye is intently flxed upon him, and he also
looks lovingly upon ecach. But while
blessm«s, more to be desired than gold,
yea than much fine gold, and sweeter than
the boney-comb, drop from bis lips, be is
parted from them, and his body slowly as-
cends from earth, steadily poised by his
own power. He mounts upward on the
thin-air, With smiles of love upon his
countenance he is waving an adien to bis
beloved and wondering eleven, who stand
with their hands and eyes extended in
amazement. Heavenward he is borne amid
the clouds, behind which the armies of God
are arrayed, ready to pioneer lLis way,
straight to the Citadel of glory, where every
thing is prepared for his. triumphal entry.
His disciples still strain their-eyes, as they
gaze upward but all in vain. He has left
them. He has goneto glory or as the
Psalmist says “ he has ascended on high.”
And what a going up washis! Heleftall
his hiimiliation behind him, and when he
approached the battlements of the eternal
throne it was as the King of glory. See
his angelic attendants escorting him over
the cverlasting mountains; as they near
the golden city upon the fields of living
green, hear them sing aloud: «Lifi ug
your heads yo gates, and be ye lifted up ye
evetlasting doors, and the King of glory
shall come in” The celestial porters at
the gates demand, “ Who is this King of
glory?” The answer is sung back, “The
Lord sirong and mighty: the Lord, mighty
in Dbattle” And again the bright escort
sing, ¢ Lift up your heads, O ye gates, even
lift them up ye everlasting doors, and the
King of glory shallcomein.” Theporters
atill ask, «“Who is this King of glory#’

The answer s s qgmn‘ given, “The Lox'l of
hosts, he is the Kmrr of glory.,” At this
the pearly gates swing back upon their
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hinges, and the triumphant Saviour enters
with his jubilant train, and is again crowiied
a King. Ho sat down on the right hand
" of the Majesty on high, ot that throne
which had Leen his of old by eternal right,
and which had now become his possession
by conquest. Such was the winding up
of the earthly carecr of Bethlehem’s babe,
—the carpenter’s son and the erucified
Nazareue, and well might David strike hig
harp and sing, when with prophetic eye he
saw it ‘all pass beforo his view, “The
Lord hath gone up on high,” and, as the
angels said, he shall remain whither he
has gone until hecome as judge, all glorious
as he went, But ifhe has ascended above
all principalities and powers, he has not
forgotten his followers. Just as he sent
down the two angels to comfort his sorrow-
ing disciples then, he sends his Spirit now,
And no bounties whatever come from the
throne of mercy but through Him, they
must all pass through His hand. Ttis by
His intrcession that all our blessings are
obtained. If “prayer movesthe hand that
moves the world,” it is because Jesus pre-
sents it, for no incense is acceptable to God
except that which is offered in His censer,
and perfumed with Ilis sacrifice. Has any
one falien heir to the esceeding riches of
God's grace, and experienced that peace
which passeth all understanding? It is
because he hasamighty Intercessor on high.
He who spent whole nights on earth, in
strong crying aud tears for His people, is
not unmindful of them on His throne.

“Where high the heavenly temple stands,
The house of God not made with hands,
A great High priest our nature wears,
The Guardian of mankind appears.

He who for men their surety stood,

And poured on carth his precious blood,
Pursues in heaven his mighty plan,

The Saviour and tho friend of man.”

XY.Z

It is not our sins which the world per-
secutes in us, but God's grace and loyalty
to King Jesus.— Rutkerford,

fHE 600D NEWS

AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPERY

Cain seemed to think that he was ot
his brother’s keeper; but Gods Word
teaches that he was, You, dear reader,
are your brother's keeper, tooj and we
would bring before you the duty of inter.
ceding for your brethren of mankind, espe
cially those of them who are unconverted,
This is a duty of the greatest importance,
Have you a list of friends and others for
whom you pray by name, pleading the
righteousness of Christ on theéir behall
If not, we would urge you $o commenco
at once, lest your brother's blood cry out
against you. Sinners will not be converted
in great aumbers till saints inquire of God
to do this for themj but wkenever saints
inquire of God, there will be sinners stk *
ing, ¢ What must we do to be saved "~
By way of encouragement, we will givea
fow instances of prayer for others availing
much, .

George Whitfield had & brother for
whose salvation he had prayed and la-
boured for many years, apparently to.no
purpose. But at last, one rnorning, to his
astonishment of joy, his brother cane-fo
his house fron: Gloucestershite where he
lived, and jwith tears told him that the
Lord had changed his heart, and that he
had come to thank kim as the means of
his salvation.  After remaining a fow
days, his brother ‘took his departure for
home, and on the following Sabbath Mr,
Whitfield told his congregstion that ob
that morniog he had received a letter,
informing him that on his brother's re-
turn home he dropped down dead ashe
was getting out of the stage-coach.—
“Therefore,” said the great preacher, “let
us pray always for ourselves, and for thos
who ars dear to us, and never faint. Let
us give up the use of the. means for the
spiritual good of our friends only witk their
lives” How true is Gad’s Word—*The
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much, (Jemes v. 16.)

John Vine Hall, who afierwards wrote
¢« The Sinner’s Friend,” was for forty-two
‘years a noted drunkard. At times heleft
off drinking, wept tears of* bitterness be:
cause of his besetting sin, and gave good
promise of reformation. But whenevar

he entered company, and got a singls
. .
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fass, all his . resolutions were gone
ﬁ;. son, the Rev. Newman Hall, writes:
wBut earnest prayers were daily offered
for him by one who was indeed his guar-
disn angel.  As an encouragement to io-
tercede for others, it may be mentioned
that o one particular day there was special
importunity—even he whoss life and love
1,.5 been dearer than all the world, might
{ia at once & penitent, rather than live on
tnsin?” HoW great must have been the
delight occasioned, by finding him an hour
after, in teara, exclaiming,—¢1 have heard
a8 if it was a voice from heaven, saying,
«Jf thou forsakest thy ein, thou shalt be
forgiven'”  Jobn Vine Hall himself tells
us, that he “started at what he believed
to be & real sound,” and hastily turned
round, but seeing no one he said to him-
gelf—¢ Surely I have been drinking till I
am going mad” He stood paralysed, not
knowing what to think, till relieved by a
fiood of tears, aud then exclaimed—
#Surely this is the voice of mercy, once
more calling me to repentance.” He fell
on his knees, and half-suffocated by his feel-
ings, cried out, “God be merciful to me
asioner!” It was not long after till he was
oonverted.

An instanée somewhat similar to this
cem? to our koowledge not many weeks
ago, for the truth of which we can vouch.
B was agreat drinker. He wasvery
often in fairs, aud seldom came home
aober, This had continued for inany

ears, His wife was a godly woman; and
often did shoe intereede with the Lord on
behalf of her drunken husband. That
#year of the right haud of the most High”
in Ireland—1859—came on, and she went

1o the prayer-meetings. Her husband | (

was much averse to her doing so, and
found fault with her on aecount of it. He
sesmed fo be nothing the better for all the
gvents.of that year, but rather the worse;
drank on as much as ever, and continued
to do so for full two years longer—itill the
Ore day, about that time,
39 went .away to one of his usual haunts,
~a publie-houss which was kept by a
Romanist. Of all places that was the one
whera he would have leastliked to be seen
wiry on aocount of his sins, His wife
iy day was more earmest than ususlj
¥ant.into her closet, shut to ber door, and
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prayed to her Father who seeth in secref,
that if it were His will, her husband might
be convieted of sin just where he was.—
The Lord heard her prayer. Sitting in
that Romanjst public-honse, he began to
cry for mercy, and before many hours was
brought home shrieking and praying
that God would have mercy on bLis sinful
soul. Since that time Lislifs has been
quite & contrast to what it was before.—
See, my reader, the wondrous power of
prayer.

ave you vead the life of Richard
Weaver? If so, we need not tell you
that he was once one of the vagabonds of
the world, But he had a pious mother,
who for five-and-twenty years agonised
for him on her knees, and often said,
when he abused her for it, “I'll not give -
you up, Richard.” Richard is now “a
burning and a shining light,” and has
been marvellously owned of God in- the
conversion of souls. No wonderhe seldom
addresses a meeting without thanking God
for a pious mother.

Look over the Bible and see how God
hag heard the intercessions of His people
on behalf of others, Abraham pleaded
for the etiies of the plain, and had there
been ten righteous in them, they would
have been spared. Lot prayed for Zogr,
and it was saved from overthrow. How
often Moses interceded for Israel, and pre-
vailed] Read over the 32nd chapter
of Exodus and the 14th of Nuihbers.—
What & blessing for them that they had
such an intercesscr! .God seemed not
to be able to withstand the prayer of His
servant. Now, Moses, ¢ let me alone, that
my wrath may wax hot against them,”
Exod. xxxii. 10.) .Aaron ran into the
midst of the congregation when the
plague had hegup among them. «Ho
put on incense, and made an atonement
for the people; and he stood between the
dead and the living, and the plague was
stayed,” (Numb. xvi. 47, 48.) " A hundred
and twenty disciples continued for ten
days with one accord in prayer and sup-
plication. On the day of Pentecost thres
thousaud were converted, (Acts i, ii)
Stephen prayed for his murderers—
“Lord, lay not this sin to their chargeX
Baul of Tarsus, who.held the clothes of
them who stoned him, and who consented
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unto liis death, was changed iuto the|.
Never had man greater |’

devoted Paul.
desire for tho intercessions of others on
Lis behalf, and more faith in them, than
the great Apostle of the Gentiles.

When on earth Jesus pever refused to
heal those who came to Him. Nor did
He over send away any who brought
their frieads to Ilim to be Lealed.—
Whether it was the contwion pleading
for his servant, or the woman of Canaan
for her little daughter, or the men that
brought Lim that was sick of tbe palsy,
and Jet him down through the roof,—in
every case Jesus granted their requests on
bebalf of others.  And is not “this same
Jesus” His name still?  Is He not as will-
ing to hear your intercession as those in the
days of old?

Never is a Christian more like Clrist
than when interceding for others, ¢ Sin-
ger, I have prayed for thee that thy faith
fail not.” In the days of His flesh He in-
terceded with “strong crying and tears.”
Read ovor that wondrous prayer in the
17th chapter of John; remember that He
is “the same yesterday, to-day, and for
ever” Now in heaven, « He ever liveth
to make intercession for us.”  Let us then
follow His example, and plead, for others
as He pleads for us.

Christian reader! we take for granted
that you pray for your minister and con-
gregation. ¢ Brethren pray for us,” says

your minister, with Paul.  If you donot, ;

how can you expect that God will bless
the preaching of the word to you? Bus
have you a list of others for whom you

ray? Here is a meaus of usefulness,—
the greatest that God has put into the
power of any human being. You some-
times wish that you had greater means of
usefulness. Do you use this means that
is within your reach? If you do not,
would you mako a better use of others if
you had them? Ob, for «the spirit of
graca and supplication” that this may be
a great yoar of prayer and intercession
among the Lord’s people! “I exhort,
therefore, that, first of all; supplications,
prayars, intercessions, and giving of thanks,
be made for all men; for this is good and
acceptablo in thesight of God our Saviour.”
—Rev, William J. Patton.

THE 600D NEWS.

SATURDAY PREFPARATION,
‘Saturday s thé day for preparation.—
There is s};mehhing ygood l1)11 };s"éry“n;‘el}.

jon, in one sense. Adopt it! Then
is the poor idolater ih heathen lands; Jot
us imitate his zeal and devotion: he to his
unknown gods, we to Jehovah. There
is tho Mahommedan: let us emulate bis
temperance, There is the Jew: I want to
be a Jew upon half the Saturday. I do
not want to work, and I do not want in
fellow-men to work, upon half of that day,
It is a visiting-day on the morrow; nol
gadding from door to door, from houseto
house, in idle gossip. No. If Iamto
visit a mighty potentate on earth to-mor-
row, I will prepare myself to-day. Ifthero
is auy chance of that great personage re.
turning my visit, and coming into my poor
| home, I will prepare that home for him.

‘Well, Saturday evening has coma. Thera

is visiting on the morrow. 'The ‘poor
“working-man visits then a mightier Being
i than any earthly potentate—he visits God
in His own house, His sanctuary; and it
he do this as he ought, he will mee! his
God there, he will hold communion with
Him; he will not come empty away. Aund
the visiting is not over thenj.it is recipro-
cated: «1 will come into him, and will sup
pith him, and he with me” Working-
man, will you lightly peril that preciows
privilege? ~ No; the Sabbath is wman'sday;
{ «“ the Sabbath was made for man” But
it is “man’s day” ouly when observed-as
«the Lord’s-day.” "The religious barrier
is the only barrier that is damming up,
and that can successfully stem, this great
rising tide of work and labour which is
{threatening to overwhelm the peoplo—
.Break. dowa that barrier, and labour will
come in like a flood, and engulf us all—
Lat the Sabbath cease to be observed as
« the Lord’s-day,” and it will become, not
man’s day, but the master's, as regards the
poor body; and as regards the interests of
the soul, it will be the day of that dread
being who is the implacable and bitter fse
of God and man alike. The working-man
at the present day is told to fake his Sab
bath. No: he needs not take what he has
already got. .Ask for your Sabbathi—
Noj you have it. Keep your Sabbath!
It is yours now; keep it in the (}Ouble

|
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@nse, - If the working-man takes then
His indulgence, his play, his recreation, as
it is gently called, depend upon it, as we
have said, it will be all work with him
goon, But perhaps with a botter wage?
Nb, with the same wage, and rightly so;
for he will do both less work and worse
work in the seven days than in the six, or
five and a-half.  And what of workinﬁ
the seven continuous days without brea

or compensation? No cistern for the
week. Ah! you have indeed hewn out
for yourselves a “cistern—a broken cistcrn
that can hold mo-water.” But keep the
Sabbath cistern fully and then it will be &
foretaste of that final compuusation that

278

awakoned sinner. God’s direction is, « Lay
fotds upon the hope set before you.”

WORDS BY THE WAY TO
YOUNG MEN.

BY 8. MASSEY.
“ All our actions take
Their lines from one complexion of the heart,
As landscapes, their variety from light #

 «How shall n young man cleanse his way?"

This is an important practical question,
and implies that the “way” of a young
man is one of difficulty and danger. This

makes the chain complete. Compensation | is especially the caso in large cities—
for the working-day ¢ Yes, night. Com-!THERE it is beset with snares, many of

pensation for the working-week?
the Sabbath,

\
Yes,
Compensation for the‘

which are concealed beneath the bewitch-
iug iofluence of vice in its varied, and

working-year? Yes, the yemly vacation |fascinating forms. If engaged in mercan-

~but all imperfect. Compensation for
.the Zifetime of toil and heavy labour? aye,
that eternal “rest,” or Sabbath, ¢ that re-
mains for the people of God"—complete
god infinite '— Prof. Ailler.

&% HOPING FOR A HOPE.

A man dying from thirst stands before a
fountain,

“ Have you drank?’

“No! but I kope I shall.,”

“Do you wish to drink ¥’

“No! but Lhope I shall wish to drink.”

“Do you see ihat you are just ready to
dis for want of water %’

‘“No!but I hope 7 shall seeit” -

Why does he not drink? Because he
basno desire to.  Why then does he stand
there? Because he hopes he shall have
such & desire. But if the promptings of
adying agony, and the sweet gushing
streams before him leave him without

. that desire, what does his life amount to?

So stand we poor sinners by the foun-
tain of the water of life. We look at the
waters, and look at those that are drinking,
aud look at the invitation, «whosoever
will,” and then stand thera still and Zope
that we shall drink, What is such a hope
FOOd for? Why not "« take the water of
iga freely ¥ This hoping for a hope is
oiten the devil's opiate for a partially

tile pursuits his « way” is one of difficulty,
arising from the age we live in. It is an
age of restless activity and speculation. The
tendency of the times is to.rush onward
without taking “heed” to the « way.”
But little time is allowed for serious
thought. Euergy and perseverance are
essential elements of success, but when
theso exist and are allowed to carry a young
mau forward without “ taking heed” {o his
way, he is almost sure to go wrong. Some

| very melancholy instauces of this could

be given from commercial life in the
city. ’

It is always pleasing to see an energetic
self-rcliant young man, butan ~hee§lcss,
irreligious slf reliance, isa very dangerous
thing; it leads to self-confidence and self-im-
portance, sure precursors of moral, if not of
commercial ruin.

. The term *cleanse,” in the question

which stands at the head of this™ paper,
has special reference to the mnatural state
of the heart, which is .one of defilement
and pollution. «How shall a young man
cleanse liis way ®’—hisheart. The answer
is at hand— By taking heed thereto, ac-
cording to thy word,” Psal exix: 9. The
word of God is the certain guide to moral
<leansing, the appointed means of regenera-
tion and change of lieart. « Heed” is of
special importance here, but a complete
moral cure can never be effected by any
process of external improvement, Tha
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Leart must be cleaused, purified, and made
“ new” by the Word, Spirit and Blood of
Christ.

The young man who takes heed to his
way, according to the word of God, will
have “clean bands and a pure heart.” A
pure heart is pure in its principles, puve in
its thoughts, desives and motives; and this
inner purity will be manifested by a pure
and holy life. Such a young man will
not go in the paths of evil men, nor stoop
to the ¢ tricks of trade,” either to advance
his business or fill his purse.  He will make
the golden rule his business ditectory—
4 Whatsoever ve would that men should
do to you, do ye even so to them.” This
principle will be his rule of action.

He will realize in his own experience that
purity of heart and life are inseparably and
forever connected with happiness and peaca,
Brother try this plan. From this time
take the word of God as your rule of life
and your “ way” will be *cleansed,” your
success sure, and your salvation certain.

. ¥ Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are
of good report, if there be any virtue . . .
« oo o think on these things,” aud do
them, and the ¢ God of peace shall be with
yous’

THE PREACHER'S POWER.

I know from my own experience that it is no
uncommon thing forsome one individual to arrest
the preacher’s attention. The group of coun-
tenances whicl lay before him ina largeassembly
like the present, might to the first glance ofa
stranger logk confused and inexplicable, asa
Chinese Grammar does to those who know not
the langnage, Butyou need not doubt that a
practiced eye can learn to read the one as well
as the other. The languor and indifierenct of
gome; the curious inquiring look of others; the
cold, critical attention of a considerable number,
and the countenances of those who are rather
absorbed in & train of thought just awakened in
their own minds—thesae have alia peculiar impres-
siveness, and form o picture which often reacts
upon us, and kindles & vehement desire in our
breasts to reach the souls of those who, for a
brief hour, hang upor our lips. Butthere will
sometimes be one who has faith dazzling in bis
very cyes, as they are ixed with an intentness
of which it wero vain for me to attempt a descrip.
tioh, secmingto drink in every word and every
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syllablo of a word, 41l the preacher beeomes ¢
absorbed in that man as tho man had been fg
the ypreachor. And while ho pursues the (7S
course, gaining liberty at every step, till ho fop
gots the formality of the pulpit inthe freedomof
conversation with the people, he perceives thy
at last this man Las beard the very &ruth whiey
racets his case. There is no coneenlingit. Hig
features havo suddenly relaxed. e listons st
but it is no longer with painful anxiety;a caly
satisfaction is palpable on his faco now. Thyy
soul of communion which is {n the cye has u.
ravelled the secret. Preacher and hearor, ug.
known to all the rest of the audience, haw
secretly saluted each other, and met on the com.
mon ground of a vital faith. The anxions ome
feels that it can be done. And I canzreadily con,
clude that the apostle perceived that fecling with
greater ecrtainty than he would, have done hag
the man whispered it in his ears. So have ]
sometimes known that the exhortation to'belfevs
has become from these lips 2 positive commasd
to the struggling conscience of some one, who
has been brought to a point where the remedy
is instantly applied, and the cure instantly
effected.—Rev. C. H, Spurgeon on “Paul o
Lystra

[For  The Good News!
DRIFTING AWAY.

We are drifting away,

Ever drifting away !
As our fathers have drifted before,
To the shadowy land we are going~
Away to the echoless shore,
To return again nevermore.

We are drifting away, ,
Ever drifting away!
To where spirits unclothed abide,
Earth’s enchanted scenes hourly we're leaviny
Like vessels that ocean-ward glide,
To anchor far over tho tide. *
*

We are driftiug away,
Ever drifting away!
And each-one is drifting alone,
Down the rapils of life we are floating,
Fast nearing the cataract’smoan,
That breaks on the dreadful unknown,

We are drifting awey,

Ever drifting away!
1A{id tempests and hurricanes toss'd,
But afar there's & beacon light shining,
Lighting up eternity’s coast, ’
Who steer by it ne'er can bo Jost.

Y%
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. \ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.

Wiken the idea first-entered the mind of
the' plilanthropic Robert Raikes, that
something might be done to check the
reckless profanation of the Sabbath by the
wild waywarduess of the children of the
dity wherein he then diwelt, dnl roclaim
thom from the paths of ignorance and sin,
and lead them in the paths of truth and
holiness; he little dreamt of the stupendous
results that would follow the tiial of his
plau of operations; and when hundreds of
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nature, the necessity of an- interest in the

new and well-ordered covenant of grace,
the Jove of a risen Redeemer, and to guide
them in the paths of truth and holiness, is
the simple yet grand object of Sabbath-
schools; and although originally instituted
for tho purpose of instrueting the childven
of the careless and profane, yet neverthe-
loss they aro likewise open to, and ought
to Lo encouraged by, the presence of the
children of godly, Christian parents. Sab-
bath schools never were intended to set
aside pareatal instruction at home; on the
contrary, they are well caleulated to sup-
plement and assist the pious Christian

otlier benevolent hearts became animated parvents in their endeavowss to instruct
by the same noble and God-like spirit, and theiv children in the things that coucern

marched forth to storm the strongholls of
Satan in the hearts of the young in every
comner of the land—notwithstanding all the

lukewarmness of the Church on the one
band, and the stern opposition of an un-
godly world upon the other, the cause Le-
came triumphant: and many who at first
deubted the propriety of the movement,
afterwards beeane its most strenuous de-
fenders, and most efficient and successful
labourers. The command given by Jeho-
vab 1o the Jew of old is equally applicable
to the Christian of the present day— that
be should diligently teach his children the
Word of the Lord, should talk of it to them
when he sat in his house, when he walked
by the way, when he lay down and when
Le rose up;” and although there are many
in.our day who not only observe this com-
wand, but consider it as a privilege to do
50, yet there are thousands of fawilies in
this and other ‘Christian lands, where the
name of God is never mentioned, unless it
be in such a. manner as is calcalated to
oftend and fusult the Majesty of Heaven.
Itis therefore not_to be expected that the

young of such families will be trained up |

in the fear of the Lord, but on the con-
tary will grow up equally if not more
wicked than their fathers, destitute of that
knowledge that maketh wise unto salva-
tion, without God, and without hope in the
wotld, and in imminent danger of everlast-
ing destructions Now, to endeavour to
anatch these young ones from destruction,
to show them the error of their ways, and:
to acquaint them. with their.ost estate.by.

their cternal peace, and in impasrting to
them a knowledge of the Seriptures of
truth, which alone can make them wise
unto salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus. The effect of Sabbath-school in-
struction on the general life and conduct
of the children in the neighbourhood of
any such school, is always cvident in a
greater or less degree from the salutary
restraints it imposes on juvenile delin-
quency, which would frequently manifest
itself in outrageous misconduct. Propriety
of conduct is looked for and expected in
every Sabbath scholar, whatever may be
his or hor natmal disposition. But there
are effects which ofien flow from Sabbath-
school instruction of a more important and
blessed nature. When the Holy Spirit
applies the truth to the heart and conscience
of the scholar, and who is then born again
of incorruptible seed by the Word of God,
which liveth and abidetl. for ever, then ig
the grand object of the Sabbath-school at-
tained. .

The Sabbath-school has very properly
been designated “the nursery of the
Chureh;” and well does it deservé the name.
We can faney to ourselves the little child,
with shrinking timidity, led for the first
time to take its seat in the lowest or initi~
atory class, 'With increasing curiosity it
surveys itS situation in the school, scans
the face of its fellows in the class, but more
particvlarly the face of the teacher, and at
last ventures to repeat the few words of
the required lecson. His confidence grows.
with:his stature; as, Sabbath after Sabbath,
he takes his accustomed place in.the school,.
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and his interest it. _e exercises increases as
he is promoted from ope class to another;
and at length, in all the vigour of youth,
he takes his place in the Bible-class, from
which he passes into the communion and
fellowship of the Church—~becomes per-
haps an office-bearer, and perbaps (to fol-
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vantage of devoting themselves to this
blessed work when young and vigorous,
and when the heart is yet tender.

We have noticed that one qualification
of the Sabbath-school teacher is love, Byt
there is another, and equally important as
the first—and that is, persomal piaty.

low our pleasing picture a little farther),, Where this is wanting the heart can never
ultimately becomes a minister, and zscends | be in the work, He may be punctual in
the pulpit to declare to his listeni-g audi-  his attendance at school; ke may be able
tory the unsearchable riches of Christ. |to open up and explain the doctriues con-
Thus has the Sabbath-school Leen the)tained in the exercise of the day, and may

nursery of the Church,
most zealous, as well as her most Liumbie
and useful members, and her most talented
and successful ninisters of the present day,
have in many coses received their first
training in the ways of holiness iu the Sab-
bath-school; and many can no doubt Jook
back with pleasure and satisfaction to their
early youth, when they willingly gave their
young hearts to Gud, as the blessed result
of their attending the Sabbath-school.
The Sabbath-school teacher is, or ought
to be, the messenger of love. Love to God
the ruling motive of his life and conduct—
love to perishing souis prowmpting him to
action on their behalf—the Jove of God
shed abroad in his heart, by the Holy Spirit,

|
!

Her brightest and | even eloquently address the school at its

close, as 1s frequently done; but if he i
himself a stranger to the blessings about
which he is speaking to the young people,
it is not to be woudered at if he is unsuc-
cessful in his labours. Where a teacher is
living under the influence of vital godliness,
he will be i earnest with his work, and
this earnestness will be manifest to thoss
receiving his instructions; for unless they
are really convinced that he is a participator
in the blessings he ofters to them, and that
he really means what he says, his instruc-
tions will be listened to with indifference,
and very frequently may be productive of
effects which he may live to sec and deplore.
Therefore the office of the Sabbath-school

who enables him to speak the truth in love teacher is not only calculated to promote
to his young charge; and thus winning, the spiritual welfare of teacher and tanght,
them from the service of sin and Satan, ;but is likewise suljected to a ferrible re-

persuades them to give their hearts to Him
who loved them and gave Himself for them.
Among the diflerent classes of Jabourers in
the vinevard of the Lord, the Sabbath-
school teacher is not one of the least con-
spicuous. He not only in a homely way
seatters the seed as well as the most earnest
and faithful ministerial sower of the Word,
but he is likewise encouraged to expect to
reap the fruit of his Jabours; and many an
liumble Lut earnest Sabbath-school teacher
has actually been privileged to see of the
travail of his soul, and been satisfied with
his crown of rejoicing. -We love and
venerate the man of hoar hairs who is at
his post in the Sabbath-school, surrounded
by bis young charge, but there is some-
thing equally pleasing in seeing our young
church members putting their hands to the
work, and leading their juniors in the same
blessed path in which they themselves have
been led: and if he that waters shall be
watered also himself, how great is the ad-

sponsibility for unfaithfulness in the dis-
charge of its duties.

[The above is portion of an address de-
iivered at a Sabbath-school celebration by
an individual of thirty-five years® experience
in teaching Subbath-schools. The address
is sent us for publication, but is rather long
for 8ur space. 'We, however, give a por-

ytion of it which is well worth reading.—

Ed. G. V)

SLANDER. — Surgery may heal a bodily
wound ; but what balm csu bind up the bite
of a slanderous tongue! It ruws like a con-
tagion over the whole country, and cannot be
recalled. Robbery may be recompensed by
restitution ; but how can you ever make
amends to the man whom you have traduced
I tell you truly, not all the weaith you have in
the world can wipe away the wrong you have

done in such a case.—~HRobert Bolion, 1634
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hear them glory in nothing but in the mercies
of God and in the cross of the Lord Jesus.
Lvery chain is a ray of light, and every
I shall dare to believe in Christ? prison is a palace, and every loss is the pur
Anster.  Come sensible of thy sins and | chuse of a kingdom, and every affront in the
of tho wrath of God due unto them, for thus | cause of God is au efernal honour, and every
thon art bid to come. Matt. xi. 28. day of sorrow is a thousaud years of comfort,
Q. Did ever any come thus to Christ? mulliplied with a never-ceasing numeration—
4. David came thus, Panl and the jailer | days without night, joys without sorrow, sanc-
come thus; also Christ's murderers came thas. | tity without sin, charity without stain, pos-
Ta 1. 1-3; Acts ix. 6; xvi. 80, 31:1i. 87. 1session without fear, suciety without envyings,
. But doth it not seem most reasonable ; communication of juys without lesseniug; and
that we should first mend aud be good. « they shall dwell in a blessed country, where
A. The whole have no need of the physi- , «u cuemy never entered, and from whence a
cian, but those that ave sick ; Christ came not | friend never went away.—Jeremy Taylor.
to call the righteous but sinners to repentance. !

COMING TO CHRIST.

. But is it not the best way, if one can, !
to mend first ? .

A. This is just as if a sick man should say,
*Js it not best for me to be well before 1 go
to the ‘physician " or as if a wounded man
chould say, “ When I am cured I will lay on
{he plaster.” ‘

Q. But when a poor creaturt sees its vile- l

© gess, it is afraid to come to Christ, is it not ?

4. Yes, bhut withvut ground ; for he has

= wid, “Say to them tLut ave of a fearful heart,

" Bestrong, fear not;” and “to this man will I

look, event to him that is poor and of a (‘nn-[

' trite spirit, and trembleth at my word.” lsa.

* nity, 2nd the sighing of a man by the joys of

insv 45 Ixvic 2, g
Q. What encouragement can be given us
thus to come ? l
4. The prodigal came thas, and his f.ther
rcerved bimn, wnd fell upon bis neck an Tkised !
him. Thus Christ received the Colos<iuns, i
and consequently all that are saved. Luke

xv.; Col. it 13.

Q. Will you give me one more encour-
agement ? -

. The promises are so worded, that thex
that are scarlet sinners, crimson sinners, blas
phemous sinuers, have encouragement to come !
to Lim with hopes of life. Isa. i.18; Mark
iit. 28; John vi. 36; Luke xxiv. 47; Acts
3iil. 36.—Bunyan. .

THE GODLY IN ETERNITY.

8o mach as moments are exceeded by cter-

an augel, and a salutary frown by the Light of
God's countenaace, a few Frowns by-the infinite
sod eternal hallelujabs, so much are_ the sor-
1ows of the godly to be undervalued in respect
of what is deposited for them in the treasurcs
of elernity. Their sorrows can die; but so
coanot their joye. .And ifthe blessed marty r3
and confessors were asked concerning hvir

pest sofferings and their preseut rest, and the
Juy of their cortain expectation, you should

WORK IS ETERNAL.
Think not thy work 2 little thing,—
A trifle in thine eye,
For how, aud where, and what we do
Aue things that vever die.

Of robes we may ourselves divest, *
But of our actions never,

As marks of hounor, or of shame,
They'll cling to us for ever.

Although we do not store them up,
Gud and his angels will,

Aud at the mighty julgment day
They'll be our actions still.

Straightforward, honest deeds of life,
With those of sordid stair,

As vestments for that coming hour,
Will rise with us again.

Life’s ills and so:;ows quickly pass,
Its pleasures soon are o'er,

But action, or the waant of it,
Is ours for evermore.

Possessions are not owned, but lent,
Earil's houors end with life:

But work, eternal as God'’s throne,
Goes with us from the strife.

Let then the fleeting hours of time,
To worthy acts be given,
Aud for us shall be garner'd wealth,

In current coin of heaven.
XY.Z
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SAMSON'S BATTLES.
Read Judges xv. 3-20,

7. Samson and the Foxes.

Ver. 3-8, Samson’'s love for his wife made
him seek 1ocondiliation, and with a kid as a
peace-viiriug die returned to Timnath.—
There he found lis wife given to another,
and himself insulted. In revenge—for he
seems o have had no bigher metive—he

caught thice hnndred fuxes—jackals, probably,
which abound in the ncighbourhood of
castern gitics—and by their means fired and

Lurnt up the whole harvest in the district !
—they were tied in pairs to prevent them |

running away at full speed, and dofealing
his purpose. 1t was harvest-time.

THE GOOD NEWS.

must be sought—it will cost effort and solfs
control. Ispeacein yourfamily-? .Are yoy
a peace-breaker or a peacc-maker? Maigy,
v.9. Abraham and Lot, Gen. xiii. 8,

2. JAvenge not yourself. ¢ As.they did ny.
to me, so havel done to them,” is not tyg
rule, Matth. v. 43. Justice must be dong
but never in revenge—sce David when ]']é
lost bis family, 1 Sam. xxx. 6. Boys nesd'
to learn this.

3. Leurn to do your duty alone. Withont
the aid or countenance of man-—do what
is right, though'no one clse will go with
you or do us you do—God is with you. Dy
good, though man neither thauks nor praises
you—Gop is your witness and judge—
Little Samuel among Eli’s wicke) children
——the Hebrew maid in Naaman's house—
Danicl—Joseph. Samson evidently acted
often thus. .

4. Lzxpect ingralitude. Man is most un.

’gr&tcful to God—what can you expect? Dp

The Thilistines in anger fulfil their former ! 554 expecting nothing in return—you will

threat. and put Samsoen's wife and her father
{o death. Justice seems {o have been of
little conscquence in times like these.—
Samson snule them hip and thizh—points per-
haps to the slaughter of a fiying enemy—
the wounds were on the back.

The Rocl Ethum—is supposcd to have been
near Etham, a city of Judeh, a little south
of Bethlehem.

11, Samson Delivered to the Philistines.

Ver. 9-13. damson is distinguished from
all other of Tsinel's deliverers by this—all
he did was by his unaided arm.  Here his
countrywen lascdy betray him,  Knowest

us? Isracl seems tamely to bave submitted
—their only apology was, that Sanmson was
genaaliy moved only by personal vengeance,
v. 11,

IIT. Sams=on’s Victory gained with the
Jaw-bone of alr Ass,

Ver. 14-20, Nwated azains! hin—it was
cowardly.,  The Spirit of the Lord—eunducd
him with Lis supernatural strengib—he
might have easily gained other weapons
from {hie first of hisslain foes; but the more |
contemptilile the weapon, the greater the!
honour. 14d e men of Judah stand by
and sce {Lis dane without striking a blow ¢

When el victory was over, the victor
faints frond thirst—his prayer—he acknow-
ledges God as the giver of the vietory—:
water Is supplicd out of Leki, “the Jaw-
Lone;” tut as the place now took thatname,
v. 8, it seems likely the water came from
the ground—not ont of the bone.

The result of this exploit was his estab.
lishment as judge—Isracl rallied round
him at last, and for twenty years he kept his
place.

XPPLICATION,
1. Seek peace. It well becomes the party

B rsps . xxxii. 32.
tieu wo! thal the Philistines «re rulers over | ~

offended to do so—it is Christ-like—pcace

be happier and better—God will reward
you. Samson found much ingratitude—
Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 15.

5. God's Spirit can make you always con
quer evil. Can give strength to overcome
every evil habit that binds you—every
temptation that assails, Phil. iv. 13. Itis
freely promised—scck and trust it, Luke xl.
13. So Samson, v. 14. .

6. Learn your-own weakness, and give God
the glory. This was Samson’s lesson when
the victory was won—he fainted from
thirst. So Jacob haltzd on hijs thigh, Gen,
So Paul had a thorn in b
flesh—Edin. S. S. Lessons.

0

May 29th, 1864.

THE TEN LEPERS.
Read Luke xvii. 1-19.

1. Christ Teacheth his Disciples, ver. 6-10.

1. Woe to those who lead others to si,
ver 1, 2. He should offend one of thest
little ones~——evidenily is a warning againd
leading theweakest or simplest of God's chil
dren into sin, Matt. xviii. G.

2. Forgive yourbrother, ver. 3,4.  Rebuke;
ifhe vepent, forgive.  Shew your hatred to
the sin, and yet your Jove to the sinner.

3. Value of faith. ver. 5,6. Christ tells
them if they had true faith asa grainyf
mustard-seed, nothing would be impossible
to them—difficulties as great as removiog
trees or mountains, faith overcomes  Trae
faith has its powerin the God on whomit
rests, not in the worm that exercisesit.

4. None caabe profitable to God T
illustration is taken from the caso of a slve
who conld claim no wages, but was working
to pay his debts. This wag a common gt




THE GOOD NEWS.

Jgdes The t truth taught is, that
P x‘:o& can be rzmle to God."ngOue can

ve God anything which was not first received
frcm God. Wheu ‘we have done all, God
has only got His own, and ‘made no profit
by us.

II. Christ Heals the Lepers, ver. 11-19.

Samarie lay on the road to Jerusalem.
Entered a certain.village. The lepers were
ghut out beyond the walls, and dweltin some
hut, where food was provided for them, 2 Kings
vii. 3; 2 Chron. xxvi. 21.  They were com-
mended to stand afer off, and cry unclean,
Lev. xiii. 45. Here they cried for “mercy,”
aud claimed Christ as their “ Master.”

When He saw them. How compassionate
was Chiist’s look ! How miserable the ob-

jects! Picture the scene, They were bealed |

intle act of obedience. They set out to
show themselves to the priest, with the leprosy
clinging to their wasted bodies; ere they reach
his door, their flesh was like that of a child'!
Had thiey waited for a cure before they abeyed,
they wouid never bave been healed.

Oue furned buck—thankful to Christ, and
preising God.  His praise was as loud as his

rayers. 4 Sumaritun. Perbaps even his
ﬁ*)low-]epers despised him. Where are the
aine? Though God's glory was so dear to
Hlim, yet how gently Christ speaks of the
uggrateful ones. :

Fa{tgh can make both body. and soul whole,
vor. 19.

APPLICATION.

1. Beware of templing another to sin. “ It
were better that a millstone were hauged
about his peck! 8o Christ said, aud He
kuows the punishment due to the tempter.
Beware of helping the devil to send a soul to
bell. “Jeroboam who made Israel to sin”
The lying prophet, 1 Kings xiii. 18.

_ 2. Forgive. How do you feel when
ijured? How do you act? Matt v. 44;
Take xxiii. 34.

3. Prust Christ. He will help, He will
aweyou. Those who try to be good will
feel they need His help. 'With His help
nothing is impossible, Heb. xi. 2-39.

& Leprosy represeuls sin. it was incur-
able, contagious, leathsome, and fatal. It ex-
claded from society, and from the temple
service; yeb God could heal it, So with sin
in your soul. ‘The ceremouy of the two birds,
lev. xiv.1-7.  Christ’s blood cleanseth from
al sin.

& Vever forget o praise God. Itis
beaven's work, Rev. iv. 81; v. 9. Many pray
B God in trouble who forget to praise him
hen they are delivered. Ifave-you uow 0
forgpitad-? - Pharaol, Exod. viii. §-28. Istacl
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 cnd the quails and miaopa. Praise God for
"His gifts, and they will be blgssings. indeed.

6. Obey Christ and he will bless you
It was while pbeying Christ the lepers were
cured. Do your duty to God and to maii; be
humble and kind to all, and Christ will blegs
you more and more.

SUBORDINATE LESSONS.

1. Never let sin keep you from Chrigs. F¢
is those who have sin He welcomes,

2. Do good to the ungrateful; Christ &id
s0; He does so still; for He js good to yow,
Matt. v. 44, 45.

3. Many whom we despise may be better
thanus. The grateful one was a Samaritan.
Many children poorer, not so well taughs,
clothed, or fed, may love Christ better than
we do, and get to heaven, when we are ghut
out.— Edin. 8. 8. Lessons.

L

Hth June, 1864.

—

SAMSONS DEATH.
Read Judges xvi. 15-31.

(Connexion.—After twenty years of serviee to hig
country as their ruler, Sawson, through folly and
sin, fails into a snare which ultimately costs hir his
life. _Ho had just escaped from tho danger his 8in-~
il visit to Gaza had brought on- him, by carrying
off its gates and bars, when ho was entrapped by &
woman of the vatley of Sorek. Bribed largely by
the Philistines, she songht from Samson the secret of
his strength. Thrice hedeceived her by falschoods,
but at last, wearied by importunity, he betrayed
hiwself.)

I. Samson Shor.

Ver. 15-20. How canst_thou say Ilove
thee ? Poisoned honey ! His former experi-
ence of such treachery, even though thrice
armed wen had started up in that chamber,
made Samson no wiser.  Vezed to death—
yet he would not leave her!

Hetold her all hiskeart. He had gradu-
ally approached the secret, and he seems to
have thought that God would never leave
bim, though he exposed himself thus.

A sad scene—the base woman having se-
cured the bribe; deprived sleeping Samson of
his hair, and thus of his strength—when the.
cuemy, still timid, advapced on him. How
miserable the warrior looked when he felt his
arm feeble and his might gone!  He wist not
that God had departed firom him!

II. Samson Sport to his Enemies. =

Ver. 21-25. The Philistines ook him—
put out kis eyes. Samson had not used his
eyesas he ought.  Strength without sight
wouldnow be oply blind fury. How Sam-
son’s heart must bave felt the result of ki
folly, when in his brazen fetters he ground
corn in the prison-house! Ho was mades
public epectacle, ver: 24
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. 'The Philistines gave Dagon the praise, and
& some set festival in the idol temple they
called for their unfortunate enemy to become
tha object of their sport, probably decked out
to mock pomp. It was a savage triumph.

Some little time had elapsed, for his beir
" hhd grownr ngain.  Samson had remembered!

. his sins and turned to God.

IIL Samson's Death.

Ver. 26-31.  Suffer me to feel, §c. Tiow
wifldly he speaks! Probably he knew where
he was, and having been there in other days,
remembered that on two great pillars the whole !
edifice rested: On the roof. Probably
eome amphitheatre with galleries, holding
“three thousand.

Samson’s prayer—rememder me~—the dying
thlels prayer. At once avenged for my two

es. Doubtless Sumson had higher motives.

o are-apt to forget that be is clussed among
the worthies who died in faith, Heb. xi. 32-39.
Let me die. Life was joyless. God granted
the prayer, snd wiped away the dishonour
Dagon's worshippers had cast on Him and
bhis cauze.

So great was the consternation at the g
eral destruction of all the leaders of the
dstines among the ruins of the temple, that!
Hamson’s relatives were permitted to give his
body a public funeral. He seems to have
‘had no successor to judge Israel for many

ears. The exploits of Samson form the basis |
of all the fables about Hercules.

APPLICATION,

1. Sincere obedience to Christ s the secret
of the Christian’s strength. Obedience was
the secfet of Samson's bodily strength (see
chap. xiil. 7)—of Adam’s spiritual strength
exe he fell, Isa. x1. 31; Job xvii. 9. Beware
of Jittle sins.

2. Those who offend~ Gud to please you

uill offend you to please themsclves., Delilah !
did this. For this reason David rejected the
sm'vip(;zs of Ishbosheth’s miurderer, 2 Sam.
iv. 10.
. 3. Those who sclf-corfidently enier inta
temptation willbe lef. - full. "God wearied!
atlast of Samson’s presunption. Sia will blind
their minds, and they will Fecome fools, Prov.
xxviil. 26; xii. 15. Peter.

4. When God leaves a man, heis undone.
He becomes lihe Samson—weak, foolish—a
glave to divers lusts and passious—the sport
end prisoner of his spiritnal enemies. ~ So
BSanl, 1 Sam. xvi. 14; 2 Pet. ii. 19; John viii.
8444, '

ep-

8. God will be glorified .“When God's
name is dishonoured, he will appear, to his
epemies’ confusion, and his friends’ juy. See
Belshazrar's feast—Herod's fate, Acts xii, 20;
~—Sennacherib, Isa. xxxvii, 23.

THE GOOD NEWS.

Phil-| 1

SUBORDINATL LESS0XS.

1. Flee foruicution. Sumson's sad e
lustrates Prov. v. and vi.

2. Uov your buuy fue Sod. Tow soonity
fadel Jer,ix. 23,

3. How bast und dungerons 10 abuse the
ubiwitanate = Bdoa, &. S, Lessons,

ALL IN BLOOM.

————

'fwas spring, six thousand yoars ago;

Tho frost wind had net cone,

Nor winter with its cloudy gloom,

Andsilent shroud-like snow;

Nor sumner with its fever-glow.

Young life, first life, was budding Qveryw\hm

And bealth breathed through the swost imms g
sulate air.

Earth, with its virgin soil

Unscourged by human avarice and toft,

Untainted by the rankness of a tomb,

Was all in bloom.

But spring, time's spotless fpring,

Like peace aud hope, took wing,

Went upward with its fair array,
Leaving a faded mantle to-this earth
Instead of the gay raiment of its hirth.

t wes and 13 uot, since the gladsome 4oy
When it alighted from above

On vale, and field, and grove,

Earth has not known its love,

Dear spring of ours, which, with the yaur,
Comes ap 1n April joy and cheer,

Chuld of the past, preserving still

Some features of an ancient sire, |

Which time, and change, anc ill,

Which winter's frost and summer’s fre,
Have not been able to destroy; .
Faint echo of a long-lost song,

Faint relic ofan earlier joy;—

With all thy light and smiles,

The soft and sunny wiles,

What art thou to thatspring,

Earth’s first and freshest, when the magic dizht
Ufthis world's birthduy threw its glances brjght
Over creation’s splendour,— that old spring,
With balm and beauty on the wing,

And earth all freshand blossoming?

But spring, earth’s primal season, reappears;
These long six thousand years
Of storm are ending,and the doom
Of this creation is not seal'd;
The curse shall be repeal’d;
The day of glory stands reveal’d;
Departs the gleom,
Descends the iife of a more vernal clime,,
Bejy wud the blights of time;
A thousand vales rejoice,
A thonsand hillslift up the voice;
Old ocean smilesagmn ) .
In golden glory clad,
And sings a happier strain,~— f
Thekey note of the holy reign.
The tranqu Usky is glad;
;}nd ea‘rth ouc<}>x more,
“rom shore to happy shore,
Isall in bloom. pey v

aud
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