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FHiscellaweous Avticles.

THE HEADSHIP OF CHRIST OVER HIS CHURCH.

The question, Who is the true and only Kiag and head of the Church? has
engaged and is still engaging the attention of many of the professed fullowers
of Christ. It is a matter of vast moment, since much depends upon the views
which are taken of it, and the conclusion to which men come respecting it.
The reign of the Messiah over his Chureh is the subject which is referred to in
the second Psalm. There his supremacy over his Church is described. It
opens with a view of the opposition which the world would offer to the reign
of Christ—Messiah the prince. It describes the heatlien raging, and the peo-\

le, the Jews, imagining vain things; Kings and ruolers combining against
§ehovah, and against 1 s Anointed. They are all seemingly resolved to resist
kis authority, they are filled with implacable hostility, they shall break his
bands, they shall cast his cords from them. Bat despite this mighty league,
“ the counsel of the T.ord shall stand,” His pleasure>shall be accomplished.
Do has set his King upon his holy hill of Sion—he has constituted him the
only King and hea.g of his Churchk. He has given him the heathen ag his
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth as his possession. This is the
appointment, the decree of heaven, *“He must reign ‘Il he put all his enemies
under his feet.” If his enemies oppose they shall be broken in pieces. And
in consequence of this danger to whivh they are exposed, Kings and Princes
are exhorted to submit. The headship of Christ over the Church is the subject
stated in the first part of the Psalm, and the obedience of Kings and princes
is claimed and enjoined in the second part. By the headship of Christ is
meant that he only is King, and has & supreme right to reign as King in Sion,
to give to his Church laws, ordinances and institutions as he sees fit, and
peither men nor angels have any right to interfere with, modify or change any
of these. His appointments, laws and ordinances are binding on his chureh,.
and in order to know what these are, men must have recourse to his word,.
“to the law and to ithe testimony,” and from the decision of the Spirit in
the Seriptures, there is no appeal in this case. Theroe is ancther topic which.
is closely connected with the headship of Christ over the Church—rviz, the
supremacy of Christ over all things for his body’s sake the Church, and from
this, important, and in many respects, false conclusions have been drawn. The
two things are distineg, there must be a difference between the supremacy of
Christ over his Churcly¥ which is his body, the fulness ofhim that filleth sll in
all” the true Kingdom of the Redeemer, and his supremacy over the King-
doms of this world for his body’s sake, the church. We shall attend now to.
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the first, viz,—the headship of Christ over the Church, and at somne other time,
to the doctrine of Christ’s headship over the nations.

The visible Church which cunsists of all those throughout the world, that
profess the true religion together with their children, is the Kingdom of the
Lord Jesus Christ.  lleis the only spiritual Head of this association. Ife has
given it existence laws and ordinances, by which all its members are to be
regulated. He has prescribed its relations to the world, he has also appointed
the means by which it is to’be maintained and extended in the world., Ife
has lett nothing wanting in order to its exsistence and progress. Let us con-
sider this authority a little in detail.

1. Christ as King in Zion has appointed her laws, by which his Church is
known and governed. These are contained in the Ioly Seriptures, they refer
to the faith and duty of every professed subject of Christ. They tell him
what he 1s to believe and what he is to do. Here is the truth most sure, full,
complete, entire. This is ¢ the Statute Book of the Kingdom ”” designed for,
and adapted to every individual subject of this spiritual Kingdom. It contains
not only laws or precepts, which respect duty and conduct, but mighty motives
by which duty is enforced, and conduct regulated. Here is drawn the cha-
racter of the King of Sion—here is described his personal dignity and glory—
Emmanuel, God with us, pussessed of every moral excellency—having o su-
preme right to receive the homage of all creatures—how much more of those
whom he has redeemed ? In this code, the laws of the Kingdom of Christ,
supreme love is required. e claims the homage of the heart. In this King-
dom the first of ali the commandments is,~—Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thine heart, with aii thy soul and strength., Iere are made known
the penalties due to every violation of God’s laws, and which all deserve as
violators of these laws. Ilere is described, the character of those who are the
subjects of Messiah the prince,—what they were once, and how they were
brought from their former state of alienation and sin, to their present state of
reconciliation and fealty. “They have been redeemed, not bZ corruptible
things such as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ as of a
lamb—without money and without price.”” And *there is therefore now no
condemnation to them who are in Chirist Jesus, who walk not after the flesh
but after the Spirit.” Here too are precepts which are to regulate the
thoughts, purposes and %ctions, of one member of this spiritual community
towards another, and to govern their intercourse with each other and with all
men. IHere too are all the laws and ordinances requisite for the proper regu-
lation of the affairs of this spiritual Kingdom in every place and at all times,
They do not become inapplicable or useless by age or changes in society.
The Bible is Christ’s code, containing all the laws by which the church is to
bie governed and her character formed, and manifested.

2. Christ as King in Sion admils of no human legislativn to bring men into his
Kingdom. This must be evident to every one who considers the nature of the
obedience and service which are required from all the subjects of the Messiah,
The obedience required is the obedience of the heart, the requirements of the
Seviour respect the thoughts, the desires and dispositions of the soul. They
enjoin hatred of sin in every form, and the love and practice of holiness. They
enjoin the subjects of this Kingdom to know and love God and Christ, to know
and love his Jaws and ordinances. Now human legislation can never effect
this, as it can never change the heart—renew and elevate the dispositions and
desires of the soul. It can lead no man to think of God, to meditate with de-
light on his character, his purposes and actions—to thirst for God, for the
living God. It will not stimulate him in the performance of his duties, lead-
ing him to hate sin and oppose its influence, in his soul. It will not set him
in.opposition tv the works of the flesh, or lead him to desire and cherish the
influences of the Holy Spirit—whose fruits are *joy and peace, longsuffering
and gontleness, goodness and faith, meekness and temperance.” Such means
as human legislaton would be altogether inadequate to such ends. All the
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enactments of human legislators could never change or renew the soul, and it
may be safely affirmed that no ono has ever been added to the church such as
shall be saved, by such means. Many have been ruined by such methods of
making Christians, or carrying out Christ’s laws, for they have been led to
rest in the proclamations of Kings and the enactments of human legislators as
if these were all that was needful to make mankind Christians; they have
thus rested in a nawe, to live when they were dead, they have been thus
deceived and ruined. But such acts are not o. - insufficient, they are highly
presumptuous, for by such acts authority has beeu claimed over the consciences
of men, to which no human being has a right—and which belongs only to the
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of the conscience. It implies too that the Lord
the Redeemer, who is exalted a prince and a Saviour to give repentance unto
Israel and the remission of sins, has either not the power or the will to bring
men to the knowledge of the truth, That the government ought not to be on
his shoulder, that he is regardless of his own glory and the happiness of his
people. 'This is the spirit of the world which arrogates to itself wisdom and
power which belong only to Christ. Onall such legislation the Saviour frowns.
To those engaged in such acts he says,—*‘ Who hath required this at your
hands.” It is not by might nor by power, but by my IHoly Spirit, saith the Lord
of ITosts. Itis by his own word through the influences of the Holy Spirit that
men are brought to believe, love and obey. This is his work, and he neither
needs nor requires the aid of Kings and judges to accomplicsh it. He has
changed enemies into friends . When he gives the word, great is the company
of them who publish it. It proves, under his guidance, sharp in the heart of
the King’s enemies. It is by his influence made ‘ quick and powerful, sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing ¢ven to the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a diseerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.”

3. Christ as King in Zion, requires no human authority lo enforce obedience to
his laws or ordinances.

‘We have seen that the precepts of Scripture, the laws of the Kingdum of
heaven, respect the dispositions and desires of the soul, and the person who is
not in heart obedient—who does not love Zion’s King and his law, cannot be
made loyal by human enactments. These will never make men delight in God
after the inward man, nor lead them to glorify God in their bodies and spirits
which are God’s. In this is seen the foily and weakness of human authority.
It belongs to the Redeemer to bring men into his Kingdom, and by him they
‘“are made a willing people in the day of his power.”” "It is only by the know-
ledge and belief of the truth, and by itsinfluence on the mind, that men render
to God the service which he requires. They are first brought to proper views
and feelings, respecting the divine character, and his laws, and then, they will
yield that spiritual homage. And by the same spiritual reasonable influence,
they are brought to delight in his ordinances. They love and observe them
because they are appointed by him, and also by their observance, their liberty
and true spiritual enjoyment are promoted and secured. The spiritual, the
true children of God, love his laws and therefore obey them-—they love his
ordinances and therefore observe them. It is because they are embued with
his Spirit, that they say *The Inw of the Lord is perfect converting the soul,
the testimony of the Lorad is sure, making wise the simple, the statutes of the
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart, the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes.” “I will ran in the way of thy commandments, since
thou hast enlarged my heart.” Such are the effects of God’s Spirit and truth on
the hearts of his people. The same power ever exists, and can and will pro-
duce the same effects. '.here is no need for any human legislation, authoriz-
ing coercive measures 0 be used to constrain the subjects of Messiah the
prince, either to ““ honour the Sabbath or reverence the sanctuary.”

4. Christ as King in Zion, authorizes no human authorily to inflict the penal-
ties of kis laws on any violator.

-
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. As the obedience which he requires is spiritual, so the penalties to be
inflicted on the violators of these spiritual laws, are also spiritual. Now by
what bodily or civil pains and penalties, could the guilty soul be persnaded of
the wrath of God, revealed from hLeaven, against all ungodliness and unright-
eousness of men, who hold the truth in unrightevusness? Iow, by such
meang, could the disobedient be convinced of his danger, how could his consci-
ence be awakened, and his soul alarmed? Iow by such means, could the
guils of his past sins he bhrought into remembranee, and the terrors of the Lord
set themsgelves in array against him ?  Christ does this in hisown way and by
his own means. 1le does not invoke any human authorities. This they ¢ounld
not do. Ile has, it is true, appvinted in his Church office-bearers, whose duty
it is to guard so far as they can, the purity of his house; but even these are
not left to their ewn unaided erring judgment, in doing their duties—in either
admitting or rejecting persons. He has given them rules for their guidance in
dealing with offenders. The punishments inflicted on the guilty, are in their
very nature suitable to the offence ; the offence is against the Lord, or against
the peace and order of the spiritual brotherhood, which is his body the chureh,
and the punishmeut is exclusion from its privileges. He who is an offender in
the church of Christ is not to suffer in his worldly interests, though he may be
declared to be unfit, in the judgment of men, to be & member of the Church of
Christ. Ilis loss is of a spiritual kind. Ile, if a sinner against God, loses His
countenance, the approbation of the Saviour and the esteem of the virtuous.
He may also lose peace of conscience, spiritaal joy, hope of eternal life, and in
addition to this loss, he may suffer remorse of mind, and bave sometimes within
him spiritual horrors, the earnests of sorrows infinite and cternal, but no hu-
man authority is to inflict civil pains and penalties.

5. Christ as King in Zion, has provided for the support and exiension of his
Church. When he enjoined hisapostles to preach the Gospel to all the world,
he tells them for their encouragement, that all power is given unto him, and
that he shall be with them always, even to the end of the world. “ Go inte
all the world and preach the gospel unto every creature.” This was their com-
mission, and they entered upon the work entrusted to them, when miraculously
endowed by the Holy Spirit, they were suitably prepared. They began this work
at Jerusalem, and by the preaching of the Gospel, accompanied by the Holy
Sipirit, they * turned multitudes from darkness to light, and from the service
of Satan to the service of the living God.” To this communpity of the faithful,
the Lord added daily such as should be saved. Thus by the preaching of the
Gospel in all lands, the numbers of the citizens of Zion increased, and her
boundaries were enlarged. In proportion as the numbers of the faithful
increased and the boundaries of the church were extended, more labourers
were required, and the Lord provided these, as they were nceded. Every
returning missionary brings tidings to the Church at Jerusalem of new con-
quests—the Lord’s hand is seen in the miracles which he wroaght through the
instrumentality of his apostles. They proceed from city to city, and from ons
province to another, and in the midst of much opposition, proclaim salvation
through Christ crucified. They tell the Jews that Jesus whom they crucified,
whom God raised from the dead and set him at his own right hand, and whom
they preached, ig the Messiah promised to the fathers. Everywhere the Gos-
pel is received by wultitudes, though many opposed it contradicting and
blaspheming. The apostles, and their first followers, had to endure a great
fight of affliction. The Ghurch of Christ Jaboured and suffered for the exten-
sion of this spiritual Kingdom. Then the heathen raged and the people ima-
gined vain things—but God had set his King upon his holy hill of Zion. *He
has given the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth
for his possession.” Then, no civil authorities were favourable, all were adverse,
all persecuted the apostles and faithful followers of Christ. But it may be
objected,—That was the age of miracles, * then God made bare his holy arm
:in the sight of all nations,” there was then need for such interposition, till the
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<hurch was firmly established in the world, then the frequent interposition of
divine power ceased, and human authority stood forth in defence of Christ’s
cause. Those whu make such assertions, seem to forget, that when human
authority was permitted to present itself in the church of God, its presence is
marked by spiritual decay and death. From that period the Church, hecomes
polluted by earthly and worldly men, the crown has fallen from her head, ”
“ the most fine gold is changed.” She descended from her high vantage ground
the favour and support of her Lord, became contaminated with the fullies and
vices of the world, and gradually sunk under these. She abandoned the truth
and her strength is gone. And what are the great lessons taught us in the
history of*revived religion in the Church, in our own and past days? surely
these,—Whenever the Church abandons trust in man, and relies on her Savi-
our, and returns to his ways, she is honoured in saving souls. IIe strengthens
ber, she goes forth in his strength, she lengthens her cords and strengthens
her stakes. She experiences the truth of the promise, * For thou shalt break
forth on the right hand and on the left, and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles,
and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.” D.

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HISTORY.

BY THE REV. DR. FERRIER, CALEDONIA.

By the very principle of a civil establishment of religion, in which both the
creed and the government of the Church are ratified by the laws of the land,
the Church necessarily denudes itself of all power to change its views or its
forms. Jndividuals in such a Church, being open to light, may feel that in
some things they are constrained to differ frum the opinions of their predeces-
sors, and may enlighten their brethren till a change is necessary in their
acknowledged standards, {(as in the Secession by the New Light doctrine, when
it was felt that the magistrate had no authority as such in the Christian
Church), and accordingly may feel it their duty to overture for a correspond-
ing change in their standards. But their overture cannot be made to the
ecclesiastical courts, which have no’power to alter what the civil courts have
sanctioned and established. If made at all it must b~ to the civil authorities to
which the Church has surrendered its liberties. For necessarily there must
be State control, where there iy State establishment, and especially State
emolument. To hold an opposite opinion is quite contrary to justice and
reason, for surely the State, having ratified the constitution of the Chureh,
and bound itself to pay the ministers conforming to this constitution, has a
right to see that no violation of the terms stipulated is made. It has control
either to prevent backsliding into doctrinal error, or advancing into clearer
and fuller development of divine truth.

We cannot wonder then that the Veto Act was considered illegal by many,
not only of the ministers of the Church of Scotland, but foand to be so by the
.civil authorities. If this Church had been free from civil domination, like
our own, it might have passed the Veto, and many more acts of reform and
progress. But being, as Dr. Cook expresses it, more than a Church of Christ
—being also a civil institution, it had no right to alter its constitution in any
degree. Her:e there was ground for the strong declaration of the Lord
President of the Court of Session,—~*¢ That eur Saviour is the Head of the
Kirk of Scvtland, in any temporal, or legislative, or judicial sense, is a posi-
tion which I can digrify by no other name than absurdity, The Parliament
is the temporal haud of the Church, from whose acts, and from whose acts
alone it exists as a national Church, and from which alone it derives all its
powers,” .
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It was a strange reason to assign for the passing of the Veto Act,  that the
intrusion of ministers is *‘ unauthorized in scripture.” Very true, indeed,
but to be consistent with themselves they should have passed another act,
declaring that civil establishments of religion are *“ unauthorized by seripture
and they might have seen, what they seem nout yet to see, that submitting to
be established by law, which is the very root of the evil, they surrendered
their right to legislate on those inferior matters by which Christ’s laws are
not less violated, and by which the seriptures are not less disregarded. Had the
non-intrusionists acted with full consistency they would have suved themselves
a tedious and {)erplexing process, and left the Establishment without violating
an{ of its civil restrictions.

Iere we may see the difference between the struggies of the non-intrusion-
ists, and those, more than a century befure, of the Marrow-men, and the * Four
Brethren. These moved chiefly, yvet legitimately, for evangelical doctrine,
from which the prevailing party had departed, in violation ¢ the established
ereed by which their emoluments were held ; and had the civil suthorities been
eonsistent here they would have declared the prevailing party to have forfeited
their right to the legal provision: and they would have pronounced the
Marrow-men in one generation, and the * Four Brethren” in the next, to be
the faithful supporters of the evangelical standards of the Church, and
and thus deserving not of censure and persecution, hut of protection and fa-
vour. , But when did the State ever interfere to preserve the orthodosy of the
Church? Thus far the establishment of an evangelical creed has been but
a dead letter. The non-intrusionists, on the other hand, were the violaters of
law ; and although they sought, yet they haa no right to expect, the support
of the State in doing it, even though the law might be eonsidered oppressive
and unjust.

From the decisions of the Court of Session and House of Lords, there can
be no doubt that this Veto Act was illegal ; and of course that the proceedings
conpected with it, of those Assemblies in which the evangelical party had the
ascendancy, were contrary to civil law. It iz vain to tell us that five out of
the thirteen Judges of the Court of Session contended for its legality : for not
to say that these were supposed to be prejudiced in favour of the movements
of tho evangelical party, there was still the decided majority of those whose .
business it was to interpret the laws that were of the opposite opinion. But
although this was the case, we are not to be understood as condemning the
gtruggle of the evangelical party in the Church of Scotland. Iad their
Church been what it ought to be, and what they wished it to be, and what, by
a process of reasoning which we do not well understand, they imagined it to
be,—independent of the State in all ecclesiastical matters, we could go along
with them in much that they did, and even proceed to a far greater extent.
But as they were paid, like other established churches, for adhering to a cer-
tain creed, and certain forms of constitutional arrangement, legalized by the
State, (whether right or wrong it matters not), the State had surely a rightto
see that theso were not invaded or transgressed. During the long reign of
Moderatism the Established Church was in no great danger of coming into
collision with the State on the rights of Patrons, and other matters of external
order, for these were firmly supported by that party; and as for doctrine,
although the State might often have calied them to account for departures
from the standards which the laws had sanctioned, yet they were too indifferent
to matters of this description to put themselves to any trouble about them. If
this had been done, the Secession Church, and not the Established Church,
would have been acknowledged as the true Church of Scotland.

It was not till the evangelical party in the Establishment acquired the
magjority, that they discovered the reality and strength of those fetters by which
they had been beund for ages,—and that they tried to rectify their Church, but
could not. Now when this discovery was made, and when they could not
longer submit to State control their course was clear to many, though not to
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themselves. There was no use for struggling so long as they did, and trying
to rectify a system which was radically wrong, which it did not belong to
them to rectify, and which rather required to be up-rooted. Their course was
to come out from its adherents, and be separate, like our own Church more
than o hundred years before. It was well, as we shall find, that wit* a noble
courage, honourable to themselves, and honouring to Christ, they did this at
last. The Voluntary Controversy led to the Veto: the Yeto to the Disruption.

At the same time that the Veto Act was passed, another which was con-
sidered of great importance, and which helped un the coming erisis, was also
agreed to. It is cailed the Chapel Act. By this, Chapels of Ease, the
Churches of some of the Old Light Seceders W]IO;%‘ld joined the Establishment,
and the additivnal Chapels which had recently Been erected, were cunverted
into Parish Churches, and certain lvcalities assigned to their misisters, who
were to sit in Church Courts, and be on a parity with other ministers. All
this was illegal, because the parochial limits were fixed by civil law, and
could not be altered but by civil law. It was thus incompotent to admit these
ministers into the Church Courts without civil authority. It was right, in-
deed, that as a Church of Christ, the ministers of the Church of Scotland,
having charges, should sit as judges in their Church Courts. This, howerver,
had never been the case with Chapel ministers, nor had the Church Courts a
right to make alterations in Parochial limits, or in changing the status of
ministers ; and although ecclesiastically cousidered their prucedure might be
regular and right, yet being incorporated with the State, the Church Courts
had forfeited the power aud privilege of making such alterations, and we un-
derstand that some of the decisions of the ecclesiastical courts, where these
pewly introduced ministers secured the majority, were reversed, not because
the decisions were wrong, but because they were brought ahout by incompetent
Jjudges. We cannot enter particularly on this department of the Assembly’s
proceedings.

There is, however in connection with it a matter of vast importance, and
which occasioned a vigorous struggle between the friends and opponents of
civil establishments, to which we must particularly attend. It is the strenuous
demand which was made by the Established Church for additional endow-
ments, not only fur all those Churches or Chapels, but for as many more as
they might chuose to build, even as many (which they had the assurance to
contemplate) as would accommodate the whoule dissenting population, as well
as their own adherents. We shall see in this, the baughty jealousy, and
malignant opposition which were felt by the prevailing party in the
Establishment to Dissenters of every name, and the intemperate zeal with
which they prosecuted their extravagant cause. It was well, indeed, that they
overshottheir mark by miserable misrepresentations and unreasonabledemands.
It was good for themaselves, it was good for the cause of Christ, that the efforts
of liberal Dissenters triumphed over the insidious and deceptive attempts of
the now almost infatuated friends of religious establishments.

Towards the end of this year, 1834, when these demands for Church exten-
sion 2nd additional endowments were made by the friends of establishments.
The Central Board, as it was called, was instituted in Edinburgh. This was,
says Dr. McKerrow, *““an active and powerful auxiliary to the Dissenting in-
terest.” It was “formed for estending the principle of Voluntary churches,
and vindicating the rights of dissenters.”

The institution of this Board was most seasonable, and it soon found work
to perform which rendered it an instrument of vast public benefit. For it was
now that the Asseribly’s committee on Church accommodation published a
circular calling upon all the Parishes in Scotland to present petitions to
Parliament for funds to build and endow churches to an indefinite extent ; and
{not taking the accommodation afforded by Dissenters into the account), re-
quiring Church accommedation in connection with the Establishment for the
entire population of Scotland,-—alleging that in this there was 2 lamentable
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deficiency, and suggesting different forms of petition, which might be adopted
according to circumstances. These petitions did not conceal the true cause of
their urigin tv be the effurts of the Voluntaries to have civil establishments
abulishied, and they wished the Government to b "ieve that this would be tan-
tamount to the overthrow of religion in Scotland.

All this gave a fit opportunity to the Central Board to correct misreprosen-
tntions, and to bring tv light the true circnmstances in which Scotland was
pluaced as to Church accommodation ; and that so far from there being a defi-
ciency, as was alleged, there was rather a surplus. ““On all public questions,”
says, Dr. McKerrow, * offecting the rights and privileges oF Dissenters, that
have become bLefure Parliament since the formation of the Board, it has acted
with a promptitude, and energy, and wisdom, which give it a strong claim on
the gratitude and support of the various classes of evangelical dissenters in
Scutland.  When the Board understood that the Assembly’s committee had
formed a plan for procuring petitions to Parliament, from all the Parishes, in
support of the church-extensicn scheme, and that they had put into circulation
statisticnl tables, which were calculated to produce an erroneous impression,
with regard to the want of Church accommodaticn, they immediately pro-
cured from the various quarters, where a deficiency was alleged to exist as
authentic information as they could obtain, of the actual accommodation,
both in the Established and Dissenting Churches, The information which
they received was published by them in a statement, which was extensively
circulated, and tended to open the eyes of many to the unjust and sectarian
character of the General Assemply’s scheme. The Board transmitted a copy of
their statement to every member of the Ilouse of Commons; and from a con-
siderable number of them answers were received, declaring their determination
to oppuse anv grant of the public money for the endowment of new churches,”

It was at its meeting in April, 1833, that the attention of the United Asso-
ciate Synod was turned to this subject, and that they resolved to petition both
Houses of Parliament against granting any further endowments to the nation-
al-church ; and they agreed to draw up a memoriul on the subject to his Ma-
Jesty’s Ministers. At the same time Drs.Young of Perth, and Harper of Leith,
were sent as a Deputation to London to present and enforce their memorial.
This deputation discharged its duty with firmness and effect. They had inter-
views with the Premier and other influcntial ministers of State, to whom they
gave much useful infurmation. To members of Parliament, on both sides of
the House, they distributed widely the Synod’s memorial, which they accom-
panied with a letter peinting out the strong points of the case. As this letter
gove a clear and compendious view of the reasons of Dissenters for opposing
t.l;e gxiant for additional endowments to the Church of Scotland, we give it a

ace here :—

P Sv far as eircumstances would permit, we have waited on members, and
have fuund them in general favourable to our views ; but as we cannot remain
in town to complete this service, we shall avail ourselves of this mode of com-
munication in the hope that it may draw attention to the merits of our case.
The Synod which we represent, as is stated in our memorial, consists of three
hundred and.fifty congregations. The grounds on which we oppose the claim
in guestion, and on which we confidently hope that Parliament will sustain
our opposition to it, are the following, namely:

“That although the measure to which we object is often represented as
compassionately intended to provide for *le poor, yet, as petitions for it show,
it is in fact intended for the endowment of churches and chapels already ex-
isting, or to be erected for the rich and the pocr alike; that to represent such
a meunsure as needed for the poor of Scotland, is egregiously to mislead the
Legislature, for the instances in which they are escluded from places of wor-
ghip, by want of room, or by inabil ty to pay for sittings, are so rare, that to
make them a matter of Parlinmentary consideration, is absolutely ridiculous,
that what is claimed for the Church of Seotland is not a right, secured by ex-
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isting stetute, but a favour, for which the law, asit stands, makes no provision ;
that since, by the Act of Tolaration for England, and by securities fur Seotland,
equally valid, the right of dissenters to avow and propagate their religious be-
lief is not only recognised, but established and incorporated with the laws of
the country, tho Legislature is bound to protect dissenters from injury or
aggression ; that the proposed meesureis glaringly unjust, and deeply injurious,
inasmuch as it would confer a new favour on vne religious party, which is rich
and endowed already, at the expense of another which is poor, unendowed,
and contentedly supporting its own religivus institutions; that this injustice
is aggravated by the consideration, that dissenters in Scotland are not the few
whose interest in the measure for the many, it might be immaterial or impuossi-
ble to consult, but in fact a numerous body, consisting of about eight hundred
congregations, while the congregations of the Established Church do not greatly
exceed o thousand ; that although there were no injustice in the prineiple of
the measure, yet the account given, by its promoters, of the present state of
church accomodatior in Scotland, is (as has been proved by the ¢ Statement.’
of the Dissenters’ Board in Edinburgh, copies of which have been sent to meno-
bers of Parliament,) so grossly erroneous, that no legislative measure can in
fairness be founded on it; that the measure involves n principle which if ex-
tended to England and Ireland (and why sanction it at all, if it is not to be so
oxtended ?) would bring on the country an intolerable burden, to the injory of
its peace and religious well-being ; that the smallncss of the sum which the
Church of Scotland may submit to ask at present, is no mitigation of the mea-
sure, for although the sum may be small, so much the more shameful is it to
furce any portion of it, by legal compulsion, out of the pockets of dissenters, who
notonly support their own institutions, without asking anything from the State,
bt are active in diffusing the Gospel at home and abroad ; that althcugh o™ .sent~
ers in Scotland are united in opposing the measure, they are not alone in duing
80, for many enlightened and respectable churchmen have seen it their duty to
oppose it along with them ; that to grant the boon required, instead of dving
good, would dv much evil, by putting an arrest upon their benevolent exertions

y which alone, as we believe, the spiritual wants of Scotland can be suitably
supplied ; that we have no dislike to the Established Church of Scutland,
viewed simply as a religious community, and would rejoice to see her the ins-
trument of reclaiming all that is unreclaimed ; but we appeal to all that is
reason and decency, whether compelling us to give of our substance, and
thereby to eripple the resources of our own religious beneficence, for the ex-
teasion of a church to which we do not belong, can promote the prosperity of
that church ; we believe that it uever can, and therefore we ask the Church of
Scotland, as she values her own prosperity, and is willing to do as she would
be done by, to abstain from a deed of such flagrant injustice.

“¢ Such are some of the grounds on which we rest a strong conviction, that
the Legislature will not grant the money prayed for, and ought not to dc so.
We ask no favour; the sum of our prayer is, let us alone, or give us'that pro-
tection, as British dissenters, which common justice so obviously assigns to us.”

Sir William Rae brought this subject of endowments under notice of Parlia-
ment in June, 1835, by moving— *“ That the petitions presented to the House,
relative to the building and endowing of places of Worshie connected with the
Established Church of Scotland, be referred to a Select Committee ; and that
such committee shall enquire, and report how far the building and “ndowing
-of such places of worship is required for the moral and religious in: ruction of
the lower orders of the people in Scotland.” The Lord Advocate, Murray, met
this motion by proposing an Address to the Crown for a Commission “To en-
quire into the opportunities of religious worship, and the means of religious
instruction afforded to the people of Scotland; asto the state of the law 1a re-
gurd to the building and repairing of churches ; and also as to any funds which
are now applicable to the purposes of the Established Church.,” The discus-
gion on this question was delayed till the beginning of July, when the motion
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and amendment were withdrawn: and a resvlution proposed by Lord Johr
Ruesell unanimously adupted, for the Crowp to appuint a royal Commission
¢« To enquire into the opportunities of religious worship, and the means of
religious instructivn, and the pastoral superintendence affurded to the people
of Seotland, and how far these areof avail for the moral and religious improve-
ment of the puor and working classes; and with this view, to obtain informa-
tion respecting their stated attendance at piaces of worship, and their actual
connection with any religivus denvmination ; to enguire what funds are now,
or may hereafter be made arailable fur the purposes of the Established Church
of Scotland ; and to report frum time tv time, in order that such remedies may
be applied to any of the esisting evils, as Parliament may think fit.”

{ To be continued.)

t

PROPOSED UNION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN AND UNITED PRES-
, BYTERIAN CHURCIIES.

To the Ediler of the Canadian United Presbyterian Mageazine.

My Dear Sir,—In your July number you present the three articles of the
Joint Cummittee on Uniovn, between the Presbyterian and United Presbyterian
Churches, and express your willingness “ to give a place to any judicious and
temperate romarks ” on the subject. I hope there are none disposed to make
remurks of a different character. For certainly there is much in these articles
to approve of, and very little to which any conscientious and enlightened per-
son could olject. Yet much prudence is necessary in speaking or writing on
this subject, for even vne unadvised word might be the means of disappointing
the hopes of union which many on both sides eatertain: and now that negoti-
atiuns for this object are in so promising a state, it may be felt hazardous to
speak or write at all on the subject. Yet, with your permission, I shall venture
to express my sentiments. Fuor it may be thought that having been treated
unjustly,—some hiavesaid cruelly and shumefully, by some of our Free Church
brethren in Canada, I entertain feelings rather peculiar towards them. So, E
confess, I do, But, if I know my own heart, they are not feelings of hostility,
but of Christian brotherhood,—warmed by a dispusition to forgive injuries,
not **tv seven times ” only, but ¢ to seventy times seven.”” To each of a very
few in that Church, T might speak as Paul did when he said—* Alexander
the coppersmith did me much evil ;" but I would not add—* the Lord reward
him according t) his works.” In respect to all of them I would rather say
with Stephen—*“Lord lay not this sin to their charge,” or with our Divine
Master, *‘ Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.” Under these
feelings I have taken no direct part in the pegotistions; and although I was
nominated in the Synod to be one of the Committee on union, yet I declined
the honour, not from opposition to the object, but from a conviction that unless
some material change bad taken place in the Free Church here, that object
could not be attained, and should not be sought ; and that at all evenis it was
more prudent in me to be passive. Still if this object, through the Divine
blessing, were to be reached, 1 was prepared to say, with the apostle, I
therein do rejoice, and will rejoice.”

I am less acq ainted with our Free Church brethren than I once was. But
I always thougtt them good men,—evangelical, conscientious ard zealous,
in a high degree: patterns in these things to ourselves, and to other Charches.
At the same time I saw that they were labouring under misapprehensions and
prejudices in some subordinate matters, on which the United Presbyterians
were better informed. But I am happy to be almost persuaded that they are
advancing towards clearer views, or, that at least, they scem to be getting
clearer views of the sentiments held by us. I regret, howerver, to learn thot




PROPOSED UNION OF THE P. AND U, P, CHURCHES. 285

gome of them are ready to say that we (the United Presbyterians,) are going
over to them ; and, although this to us is an impossibility, I would equally
regret that any on our side should taunt our brethren, and hurt their feelingg,
by saying that they were coming over to us. Such allegations are calculated
to have a chilling influence, and ought to be carefully avoided. It is better to
say that both Churches are anxious to go more and more over to Christ, by
having their views, if nossible, more in confurmity with the Waord of God. I
always thought, and still think, that so little, comparatively speaking, are the
differences between the Churches that all the puints might be ma e matters of
mutual asd entire forbearance. For this, our Church has heen always willing ;
and I shall be happy to find that on the other side, the brethren are willing to
exercise the same forbearance with us. I would not ask them to change their
sontiments, unless it were by obtaining clearer light; nor should they seek
any change in ours, unless they can be proved to be contrary to the Word of
God. Some of my former friends of the Free Churceb, in this country, thought
me too keen a Voluntary for them ; and since that, some of my friends among
the United Presbyterians have told me that I am not 2 right Voluntary at all.
The truth is, I believe that individuals on both sides went too far into opposite
extremes. But I trust they are now all approaching that happy medium
which I, and some in both Churches, have always maintained, and will proba-
bly continue to maintain. The ultras in the Free Church thought me an ultra
of the opposite kind. They were mistaken; and now when they ha.e happil
cooled down, I trust that they can look at sentiments still held by me, and {
believe by the whole of my brethren, which they too hastily conlemned, yet
which many of themselves held, and which none of them ever showed, althvugh
these ultras affirmed, to be contrary to the Word of God. It is sometimes said
that extremes meet, and I trust it will, by and by, be so here, and that thouse
who went too far in upholding Establishment principles,—that is, a compul-
sory support for one denomination from the common funds of the Nation, sub-
Jjecting those not belonging to them, whether the majority or minority, to the
unrighteous necessity of contributing to it, with other views of a colateral
nature, will either give up, or not insist on these, as terms of communion : and
also that those on our own side (and they were always few, and I believe, are
now extinet,} who, in the heat of controversy, might go the length of saying
that the . vil magistrate should allow stores to be open, and public works to
be conducted or the Lord’s day, if their proprietors wished ; and of holding
other eollateral « pinions, will see that this is an exstremeo to which even their
own principles do not bind them : but that, keeping the magistrate in nis own
place, not to legislate for the direct sanctificativa of the Sabbath, but only for
the civil suppression of such out-breakings, or worldly trafic and procedures,
as would deprive any of the opportunity of spending it undisturbed as God
requires. There is thus a middle ground, between the extremes referred to,
on which the churches may fairly and Lonourably mcet without giving what
might be thought a victury to either, but which would rather present the
amiable festures of Christian peace, forbearance, and charity, in both.

Jur Free Church brethren had at first very mistaken views about our prin-
ciples, at which, however, coming out, as they did, from a civilly Established
Church, we did not much wonder; but we wondered more that they seemed
not willing to be undeceived. I remember to have heard with wonder, and I
confess with some indignation, one of them broadly stating in their Synod
that the Viluntaries held that the magistrate, as a megistrate, was no way
bound to act as a Christian in s civil court, and that when he entered such g
court he might shake himself free from all religious responsibility : asd when
i stated in opposition that, knowing Voluntary priociples better than any of
them, I was sure that every Voluntary heid with me that the magistrate, both
in his public and private capacity, and in every position, was bound to regu-
late his principles and actions by the Word of God, he would not believe me,
bui stated to the contrary that the first Committee on Union on our side had
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told them plainly the reverse. This, I.then told them, I was sure, was az
entire mistake. At the same sederunt of their Synod, another minister cari-
catured our priociples with an eloquence, which to the ignorant and preju-
diced might appear plausible, but which was a gross and disgraceful misre-
resentation. No wonder that under such impressions, and with stern anwil-
ingness to be corrected, these persons formerly were led to entertsin senti-
ments respecting us which are altogether groundless, and that they misled
many of their own brethren. But now I truss they see and regret their
mistakes. It is perhaps pot much to be wondered at that persons of different
denominations take up, and long keep up, mistaken views of each other. I well
remember, at the time of the union between the Burghers and the Anti-Bur-
ghers in Scotland, that up to the very eve of that union one of the Bodies
were under a mistake about the views of the other, which prejudiced them
greatly, but which they at last found to be the very reverse of faet, and rejoic-
ing to discover, went hem‘til{ into the union. I must say for cur own church
that I am sure the more our Free Church brethren are enabled, as I trust they
wish, to regulate their sentiments aud procedures by the Word of God, they
will find that we and they are the more at one.  Let it be our common aim to
appeal to the law and testimony of God, and the anioa willnot be long in
being consummated.

With regard to the three articles I have little to say. The first and second
soem o secure all that Voluntaries could wish, and if the Free Church are in
enrnest, which I am not willing to doubt, they are as much seriptural Volun-
taries as ourselves. With regard to the third article, I am persuaded that it
will never do in its present shape. It has, indeed, been somewhat modified
since I first saw it. But still, I am sure it will be unsatisfactory to many of us.
I fear there has been too much haste about it, and that some are so keen on
union as to be in danger of sacrificing principle, at least consistency. I trust
we shall be found true to our own seriptural principles, and true to each other ;
and that, as in the example set before us in Scotland, ten years ago, we shall
have no union till we can all cordially join in it. This article as it stands
would divide us, and I am much mistaken if more than a small minority are
rendy to adopt it, and even these can hold to it only by putting a different
interpretation onthe words from what the Free Church ¥~ *hren will naturally
do. There is an ambiguity in some of its phraseology, wuich by a little inge-
nuity may be interpreted to suit all parties. I could explain it myself, were I
disposed, in consistency with views of my own. The Free Churchman can
explain it in a different way to support his own theories. But this would lead
to continval wrangling, and I wonder not, as the article stands, that the Free
Church wish, in their motion to ascertain how we might agree about ““the
practical! application of the principles referred to.” Itis a needless enquiry.
The -truth is we would not agree at all; and this is a hazardous proposal,
which it would be much better to avoid. Let us be true to our long tested
scriptural principles, and resolve to have no union at all unless we can cor-
dially unite on an explicit basis. To agree under such ambiguity of expres-
sion as is presented in this artiele, would be peither a candid nor an honour-
able mode of procedure. Let us leave out all such doubtful phraseology, and
if we canuot fix on language clear and definite to which both parties, with
one and the same meaning, can assent, either let us remain separate, or lef
us unite and agree to differ. It cannot be denied that there are shades of dif-
ference in our views; and why attempt to make the world believe we are one
when we are not one on these points? It is matter of joy that we agree on
the great doctrines of grace, which with Christian charity should be sufficient
to warrant union: and glad am I to find that the difference on circumstan-
tials seems to be narrowed by mutual explanations. But there is stiil a differ-
ence; yetit is one on which we, now, hope our brethren are willing to for-
bear. Were the Synods to proceed, upon the third article as it stands, to
enquire, as proposed, about the practical application of prineiples, the finst
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question might naturally and properly be,—What is the important part which
the magistrate has to act in relation to the kingdom of Christ? The Free
Church will tell us, unless they have changed their principles, that ““it is law-
ful for the magistrate to endow the Church;” and the Voluntaries of the
United Presbyterian Church will dery this. The former will tell us that the
magistrate is to be the judge of doctrine, at least as far as the religious educa-
tion of children if concerned, that the State may provide it. We will say that
it is not his province to judge of religious doctrine either for the vld, or for the
young. Other questions will, in the same manner, occur. Let us be plain
with our brethren, so that no such enquiries will be necessary,—so that our
language be the precise index of oursentiments. Understanding by the king-
dom of Christ, simply the Church, our portion of the church holds that the
magistrate, as such, that is in his official capacity, has no part to act towards
it at all. e has no authority in it, or over it, but it has authority over him.
His duties as a magistrate are all civil: (so says the Free Church too; and
why elsewhere say more?) he has no province in the Church; and the best
service he can render it is “ to let it alone.”” But whilst these are our senti-
ments, we admit that the very fact of being a magistrate, may give him influ-
ence as a Christian, if such he be, in relation to Christ’s kingdom or Chureh.
If, howerver, “in relation to the kingdom of Christ,”” is to be understood merely
of protecting the subjects, so as to give them freedom to worskip Gud according
to their conscience, that is his duty, but it is still only one of his civil duties.
which need not be presented in this article in such vague language, s0 as to
blind or mislead. Kach individual might indeed interpret such phrasevlogy
as he pieased, which, however, would not only not be satisfactory to either party.
but would lead to public and private strife and animosity. Let us be perfectly
frank and honest with our brethren; but let us by no means assent to any
doubtful phraseology which might afterwards bring us into parties instead of
remaining one. It would be but a small sacrifice to them that they conceded
to us that whatever sentiments they hold on civil establishments of religion,
they will refuse endowments although offered by the State; end I hope that
we are willing to go all the length with them in urging the civil powers, in
the exercise of their civil authority to put down everything of an external or
secular character, by which persons in any situation of society would be pre-
vented from keeping the Christian Sabbath in the manner in which God pre-
scribes. I hope too, that although we will not give the Government, or the Gov-
ernor, the power of appointing Fasts or Thanksgivings for the Nation, yet
we will not object, when such duties are seasonable and becoming, in the
Province at large, that for the convenience of all denominations, the Supreme
Magistrate be requested to fix the day, and even 7o reconimend the duty.

I forbear to say more on the subject at present, excepting that I have always
thought, aud still think, there can be no union but on the principle, always
proffered by us, of forbearance where we differ.

I am, my Dear Sir,

Caledonia, 16th July, 1857. Yours respectfully,

A, F.

[We beg to subjoin a few words on the above subject. It has been supposed,
we believe, that our withdrawal from the Convenership of the U. P. gynod’s
Committee on Union implies an aversion on our part to the Unibn itself. No
conclusion could be more wide of the truth. Whilst very decided Voluntaries,
we disavow sectarianism. The Union, we hope, will be found practicable,
and is fitted, we are sure, to be highly beneficial. It seems to us, howerver, to
be altogether improper to attempt making it out that there is not s difference
amongst us respecting the relation which ought to subsist between the civil
powers and the Church. That difference is, in our humble opinion, much less
than many imagine, and certainly very much too small to keep the two
Churches apart; but that it exists is the general belief of the ecclesiastica
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community both in this country and in Britain; and all attempts to disguise
it seem t0 us inconsistent with simplicity and godly sincerity, and directly
calculated to be productive of mischievous consequences. Tie difference is
real and considerable, and the problem is to discover a proper course in refe-
rence to it. The difference in the United Preshyterian Church (for it has
always existed there) has been found manageable on the principle of forbear-
ance, and it is natural for those connected with that Church to hope that the
same principle, which they believe to be sound in itself, might prove suitable
on a more extensive scale. Whether we shall svon be able to adupt any basis
of univn which may be satisfactory to our brethren of the other Church
remains tu be seen. But it is highly delightful to observe that fur some time
past there has becn a marked progress towards union both here and at home.
That progress we trust will continue and accelerate. Meanwhile let us, in our
separate state, preach the Word, instant in season, out of season ; let us strive
to bring all our own institutions into the most efficient condition; let .us
maintain a fair and friendly bearing towards the Free Church, cultivating
private and official intercourse with them as .ircumstances permit, and avoiding
every thing fitted to occasion irritation and offence ; and let us pray and hope
thut, in God’s good time, a nnion based on sound and Secriptural principles,
clearly and hounestly understood on both sides, may be cordially gone into.]

'iimiemﬁ of FBooks.

SERMONS, DOCTRINAL AND PRACTICAL, BY THE LATE REV. W. ARCHER
BuorLer, A, Professor of Moral Philosophy i the University of
Dublin.  1st and 2nd Series.  8vo., pp. 446 and 399. Parry & Mc-
MiLLan: Philadelphia, 1857.

These sermons have justly attracted considerable attention. After
passing through three British editions, they have been reprinted in
America. The Author was born, it is supposed, in 1814, and died in
1848. His father was a Protestant and his mother a Roman Catholic;
and, at her earnest solicitation he was baptized and educated in conuection
with her party. e carly manifested great anxiety on the subject of reli-
gion, and was driven from the Church of Rome by the shock given him
by a cunfessor to whom he imparted his inward yearnings, and who treated
them as morbid and distempered imaginations. He was led to investiga-
tion, joined the Kstablished Church, and entered the University of Dublin.
There he distinguished himself especially in the department of Ethies;
and an anxiety was felt to retain him in connection with the College, but
his deficiency in Mathematies rendered him unfit for a Fellowship. The
Provost aceordingly succeeded in getting erected for him a Profussorship
of Moral Philosophy, and he was appointed to the chair when about tweunty
three years of age. The College also gave him one parish, and then
another, and he is said to have discharged with exemplary zeal, and
remarkable success, the duties of all his offices. He also wrote copiously
in the Dublin University Magazine, Blackwood’s and elsewhere, and was
fast taking the position of a first class man, when death seemed prema-
turely to arrest his career. His parochial sermons were not usually read
nor written. Many of those contained in these volumes were preached on
public occasions—a counsiderable number of them before the University.
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He is not a very exact or thorough theologian, and has rather high idexs
about aposivlical successivn, and some kindred subjects. But the strain
of his discourses is decidedly evangelical, they are marked by great carn-
estness, and are stored with bold, and fresh, and ingenivus speculations.
To a well educated divine, they are fltted to be highly suggestive and use-
ful. The North British Review says of them, with a little exaggeration,
we think, that they exhibit an ¢“imagery almost as rich as Taylor’s; oratory
as vigorous often as South’s; judgment as sound as Barrow's; a style as
attractive, but more copious, original and forcible than Atterbury’s; piety
as elevated as Howe's; and a fervour as intense, at times, as Baxter’s.”
It scems to us that the style is rather warting in that clear, simple, easy.
elegance which becomes the pulpit ; and indeed is appropriate in all spoken
discourse. We subjoin a passage on the tremendous subject of eternal
punishment. On this head we believe many modern preachers are departing
from the doctrine of the standards, and taking refuge in the idea of anni-
hilation :—

But there is & po’ut of view from which the whole of this awful dispensa-
tion of punishment wppears conceivable with comparative simplicity ; in which
its miseries may be seen to enter info the course of natural justice; and be-
come directly proportional to the guilt they avenge. The view which I am
about to present seems to me to cast a real though a fearful light upon the
horrors ot this doom, making them at once more intelligible, and more terrific.
than before.

It cannot then be doubted that the character of ungodliness with which the
lost spirit leaves this world is perpetuated to the state of being that follows it.
But much more than this is too awfully probable. The aggravating effect of
mutual association in vice, the corrupting example of matured and hardened
wickedness,—and, above all, the desolating influence of utter despair,—are
facts notorious in the present world, miserably notorious in our own prisons
and penal settlements ; but which must be exhibited on a gigantic scale, in the
region uf hopeless and abandoned depravity of which, with fear and trembling,.
I now dare to speak. The total absence of all Divine grace leaving every evil
propensity to rank luxuriance, the presence of all the accursed stimulants to des-
perate impiety, must surely combine to make the sinner, the punished sin-
per of this life, progressively, unceasingly, the everlasiing sinner of the life
that succeeds it. In this way of conceiving them, the punishments of Zell are
but the perpetual vengeance that accompanies the sins of Zell.  An eternity of
wickedness brings with it an eternity of woe. The sinner is tosuffer for ever-
lasting, but it is because the sin itself is as everlasting as the suffering.

It is manifest that this is but to prolong the very connection (of moral and
physical evil) we all beligve to be realized here. Nor can any objection to its
probability, or its justice, be alleged which would not equally apply to the
punishments of time, indeed to the idea of punishment at all.  The supposi-
tion on which it turns—the perpetuation of sin itself in the world of suffering
—is so far from requiring proof, that proof would really be required to estab-
lish the contrary. They who start at the disproportion of an eternal punish-
ment to & temporary sin, cannot deny the proportion when the sin and the
punishment are alike eternal; when the surrender of the soul to the moral evil
1t has chosen (a principle universally recognized in Scripture) is made the
direct punishment of its earthly choice, and all else followsin the way of exact
and proportioned penalty ; while if it be urged—wildly urged—that the sufferer
might be anuihilated, and so the miserable bond of wickedness and woe dis-
solved for ever,—we reply, so too he might never have existed ; at any moment
you select in the countless ages to come, how should that wretched spirit cease
to exist on any ground which will not be as applicable to any otker period, or
which will not equally show he ought never to have existed af all?
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AN ExrranaTIioN oF THE FIrsT EpisTLE To THE CORINTHIANS, BY
Cnavies Ionce, D.D., Professor in the Theological Seminary,
Princeton.  Royal, 12mo., pp. 378. R. Carter and Brothers, New
York, 1857.

The character of Dr. Hodge as a man of learning and talent, and asa
champion of Calvinistic orthodoxy, is very well known ; and this work is
quite what might have been expected from such an author. It may be
described as critico-theological. It consists of a few observations on each
verse separately, and though not unadapted for ordinary readers, is evi-
dently intended chiefly for persons of some education, and is fitted to be
highly useful to those who have ocession to expound the epistle. We
subjoin as a specimen, the comment on chap. viii. verse 6.

6. But to us (there is but) one God, the Father, of whom (are) all things, and
we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom (are) all things, and we by him.

Though there are many creatures called gods, there is but one true God, the
creator of all things. 7o us, i.e. to Christians. T'here is one God, i. e. only
one being who is eternal, self-existing and almighty. This one God is, first,
the Father ; not the first person of the Trinity, but our father. The word does
not here express the relation of the first to the second person in the Godhead,
but the relation of God as such to us as his children. When we say, * Our
Father who art in heaven,” the word Father designates the Supreme Being,
the Triune Jehovah. Secondly, of thisone God it is said, of 2im are all things.
Ie, the one God, is the source of the whole universe, and all that it contains.
ITe created sll things Ly the word of hig power. All other beings are his
creatures. Thirdly, we are to him. Ile is our end; for his glory we were
created and redeemed. Our version rendering the original words, in Zim, is
an unnecessary departure from their proper meaning.

As there is but one Divine Being, so there is but one Lord, i.e. one adminis-
trator of the universe, into whose hands all power in heaven and earth has
been committed, and who is the only mediator between God and man. This
one Lord is Jesus Christ, Jesus the Messiah, the historical person, borm in
Bethlehem and crucified on Calvary. OfF this one Lord it is said, first, atl
things are by him. The all things in this clause must be co-extensive with the
all things in the preceding one, i. e. the universe. Comp. Eph. 3, 9. Col. 1,
16. Heb. 1, 2. The universe was created through Jesus Christ, 1. e. the energy
of the one God was exercised Zhrough the Logos, who became flesh, assuming
our nature into personal union with himself, and is therefore called Jesus
Christ. This passage affords a striking illustration of the fact that the person
of Christ may be denominated from his human nature, when what is affirmed
of him is true only of his divine nature. He is here called Jesus Christ,
though the work of creation attributed to him vwas the work of the Logos.
Secondly, it is said of this one Lord, that we are by kim. This does not mean
we were created by him ; for we Christians are included in the all things. It
would be tautological to say, He created a1l things, and he created us. The
meaning is, we a5 Christians (not, we as creatures, for that had been said be-
fore,) we as the children of God are by him. 'We were redeemed by him ; we
are brought unto God by him.

The above seems to us substantially correct, and it way be regarded as
sufficient, so far as giving the sense is concerned. The view of ¢ The
Father,” which is by no means peculiar to Hodge, is greatly preferable to
that which represents the First Person of the Trinity as meant. Good
Matthew Henry quotes Calvin speaking of the Father as the fountain and
origin of the Deity, the other two Persons having it by communication from
Him ; and Whitby h 8 a learncd Note based on the same hypothesis.
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JAMAICA.—ARRIVAL OF THE NEW MISSIONARIES.

The Rev. Thomas Boyd, who had a very pleasant passage, reached Kingston on
Sabbath morning, the §th March. He gays, *“I went ashore, and in the absence
of Mr. Watson, who was attending the meeting of Synod held in Montego Bay, I
found that I had arrived just when my services were required. The minister who
was to have officiated that evenivg, was unable to do so; and thus it was, that no
sooncr had I set my foot on Jamaica, than I had to begin my work.” Mr. Boyd
immediately proceeded to Rosehill, where he has beeu appointed to labour. On
Saturday morning, the 21st March, the Rev. Messrs. Gillies, Forbes, and White-
cross, arrived at Kingston, after a very agreeable passage. Mr. Gillies preached
tvice on Sabbath in Kingston. ¢ On Monday evening,” says the Rev. Mr. Watson,
‘“we had a large congregational meeting, for the purpose of r: tutning tharks to
God for the safe arrival of the brethren. I had the pleasure o. presiding on the
occasion. Suitable Scriptures were read; appropriate hymns were sung ; I offered
up prayer and gave an address, when one of the elders led our devotions; and the
meeting was addressed by the Rev. Messrs. Whitecross and Gillies in appropriate
and well-timed remarks. The deepest solemnity appeared to characterize the pro-
ceedings. The new missionaries were evidently much affected by the spectacle of
a mission congregation thus assembled to welcome them to the land of their adop-
tion. The home church had committed them to the care of the God of missions;
the foreign church had received them cn their landing, and in the same spirit of
devotion welcomed them with prayer to the work to which they were called. Here
they ‘‘found disciples, and tarried with them certain days;” and they can now
say, and ¢ when we came to Kingston, the brethren received us gladly ; and all the
elders were present.” The Rev. Daniel M’Lean, after a favourable passage, reached
Kingston on the 7th April ; assisted Mr. Wat-onat his communion, ‘‘a very solemn
and interesting occasion;” arrivedat Hampden on the 17th; and began his labours
there on Sabbath, the 19th of that month. The Rev. Mr. Whitecross was dctained
about three weeks in Kingston, ere he conld find a ship going to the Caymanas;
but the Rev. Mr. Robb says, *On the 15th April I had the pleasure of accompany-
ing Mr. and Mrs. Whitecross to the ship, along with Messrs. Roxburgh and Wood,
members of the Kingston church. The little vessel = :3 from the Cayman; was
commanded by a black man, one of Mr. Elmslie’s elders; manned by a black or
coloured crew; and would, in all likelihood, reach the Cayman about Friday, the
17th. I have thus been made happy by seeing all the new labourers, with the
exception of Mr.and Mrs. Forbes. May he who has sent them preserve their lives
and protect their health. How do we hope that this will be a time of refreskbing to
our mission! May he fit these brethren for their work, and bless thsir endeavours
to save souls.”

GOSHEN,

Our readers are aware that the Rev. Alexander Robb Las, at the request of the
Mission Board, agreed to occupy an important post in the Calabar mission, and that
he is coming to Scotland on his way to Africa. The following extracts from a
letter, dated 20th April, deseribe the services connected with the introduction of
Mr. Gillies as his successor, and his leaving his attached people:—

Our dear brother and sister, Mr. and Mrs. Gillies, reached Goshen in safety, and
1 was able to spend nearly three weeks with them before taking leave. Mr. Renton
was with us two Sabbaths, he and I having travelled together from Montego Bay,
by Mount Zion and {Tampden, at wkich latter place he spent a Sabbath. His pre-
sence and his counsels lent interest to the occasion, and were productive of good.
Mr. Renton preached on one Sabbath at Goshen, and took part in the services of
another before he left for Manchester. The congregations, on the occasions of Mr.
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Gillies’ first, and my last sermon, were larger than I had ever scen in Goshen
church. When the children and young people were addressed for the last time,
nenrly 200 of these classes w»re present.

I spoke t> my Iate flock for the last time on the second Sabbath in April, the
anniversary of my first Sabbath; for it was on the .econd Subbath in April, 1853,
that I began my work at Goshen.

The Lord gave such help, that we were enabled to part without any noisy demon-
strations, for which I felt very thankful., I accept it as another token of the Lord’s
goodness, that Mr. Gillies was with us before the parting time came; for that cir-
cumstance mitigated to a very great degree the disposition to mourn over our
separation, and reconciled both parties to what would otherwise have been felt to
be painful in the extreme. By repeated experiences, we come to see how kindly
and how wisely God arranges matters, and causes them to fall out for the comfort
and well-being of his people—how ¢*he stayeth his rough wind in the day of his
east wind ;”’ and thus learning, that as our day, sois the strength which we re.ecive,
we come to banish more and more those anxieties about the future which are so apt
to prey upon us. I have seen the goodness of the Lord, in both the painful and the
pleasant circumstances of the past. May the recollection of it add strength to my
confidence in his unceasing care in all the future.

On the morning of Tuesday last (the 14ih) I left what had been a very happy
home, at one o’.lock, by moonlight ; and when my back was fairly turned, and I
had heard and answered the last request from the lips of one of my domestics, that
¢ minister should remember we,” my feelings overmatched me. But I shall not
dwell on this. The Lord Jesus is worthy of being served by what we too often, and
too easily perhaps, call great sacrifices. It seems ashame to speak of any sacrifice
being wade to do him service.

My prevailing feeling at the close, and in the retrospect of these four years, is,
that I have been an unprofitable servant. How very much more might I have done
in direct efforts to awaken sinners, and lead them to Jesus! I do hope that the
Lord has, in some measure at least, owned me as his scrvant; but if I had been
more earuest, more prayerful, more diligent, there would perhaps have been more
fruit. But in Jesus’ hand, yea, at his feet, I leave myself and my unworthy
services; hoping that he will receive mo and them, and praying that the rest of my
days, be they many or few, may be spent in one continued endeavour to please him.
In parting with my little flock, Ifelt bold to say to them, that if any of them should
perish, they could not blame me for the loss of their souls. God grant that this be
no vain boast. One may labour up to the extent of his own light and his own con-
victions, and yet be very far beneath what he might be, and ought to be, as o servant
of Christ. I think I have learned that the simple word of God—the truth about the
greaf realitics of an unseen and eternal world, especially the truth about a Ziving,
loviay Saviour—is the only weapon we need or should employ for the salvation of
souls. That word, that truth, is the same in its cffects on sinners here as in
S?‘Oﬂ’md; and I go cheered by the sure conviction thet it will prove the same in
Africa.

NEW BROUGHTON.

The Rev. A. Robb, who expected to leave in the ¢ Trelawney ™ on the 10th May,
thus writes on the 4th of that month :—

Public Services.—1 have now spent three Sabbaths at New Broughton, and have
preached every Sabbath, and also oo the last Friday of April, preparatory to the
observance of the Lord’s Supper. Yesterday, Mr. Hogg went to Victoria Town to
dispense the Lord's Supper there. I preached at Broughton, the second service
being for the children and yourg people. About 800 of that class were present:
and their ready 2nswers and quotations of passages that were suggested in the
course of the address to them, bore witness &t once of their attention to what was
being said to them, end of the pains taker in communicating to them a knowledge
of the word of God. .

Collection for Calabar.—In the week of my arrival, it was proposed, by one of the
elders, 1 think, that the congregation should make & collection to helpin giving the
Bible to Calubar. The proposal was agreed to; it was announced on one Subbath,
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and the collection was made on the next. The whole sum was given most heartily ;
and some of them sought to sanctify their gifts by prayer. It is most honovrable
to this people, that their contribution amounted to £13 23. 6d.—a most liberal con-
tribution for them, for it was not sweiled out by the large gifts of any able to give
much. It was made up by almost all giving something—a shilling, one-and-six-
pence, two shillings, and in some cases four shillings.

A gift for Africa was never given by any congregation in a better or more liberal
spirit; and I have no doubt that it will be 2 blessing to them, as well as to the
object for which they gave it.

Yesteggl ¥, the Victoria Town people gave their offering to the same cause amount-
ting to £2.

At our meeting on the Friday before the communion, some of the elders were
asked to express their feeling with regard to the African mission ; and they did so
in a very suitable and interesting manner. There is no doubt that not a few of the
New Broughton people are truly anxious that kindred tribesin the fatberland should
bave the knowledge of orr blessed Saviour. Let but the same sentiments exist and
grow in this and other churches iz the Wast Indies, and, in due time, there will be

found among them eflicient help, in prayers and gifts, towards the evangelization of
Negroland.

OLD CALABAR.—IKUNETU.—EGBO BLOWN ON THE BISSION,

Our Lord said, when enjoining his people to trust in God with respeet to the
things of this world, ¢ for after all these things do the Gentiles seek ® The follow-
ing extracts from the Rev. Mr. Goldie's journal illustrate this statement, as they
show that the people of Ikunetu wished .o make money by the mission, and that
they blew Egbo on it in order to force the missionaries to give for the provisions,
which they have to purchase in the town market, the exhorbitant prices which they
put upon their goods:—

Friday, 30th January.—Yesterday the elders of Ikunetu blew Egbo on the mission
hovse, to the effect that no one was to make market with us; that we were not to
send to market; and that Egbo Bassy, the boy who commonly makes market for
us, should leave the mission house. 1 went into the village in the evening. The
chief men, who had come in from the plantations to hold an Egbo feast, were sitting
in the palaver house; but on seeing me enter the Louse of Ofiung, the head man of
the village, he and most of the others followed me, and mads ~ .own the reason of
their blowing Egbo, complaining that I sold things too dear; tnat though they came
to I ear God’s word, I had not given them each a morning-gown or shirt in which to
attend meeting; that Egbo Bassy made market too stropg; and that I bought
things at Creek Town and Duke Town. I said to them that this was not a matter
to make any palaver about; that if they thought I sold things too dear, they need
not buy them. If any one choose to come to the mission house to make market,
good and well; if any did not choose to come, good and well, it was his own mat-
ter; but they had no right to blow Egbo on the mission house, or to say who
should or who should not bein the mission yard; that I would send as usual to
market, and if they stopped those sent, palaver might come up, which was & thing
I begged them to avoid.  They still persisted in their resolve to siarveus into buy-
ing their provisions at their price, and selling our goods to them also at their price.
The hope of getting European goods at a greatly cheaper rate thau hitherto, as if
we got them for nothing, or could create them at pleasure, was the chief object of
the poor people in agreeing to our seitlement amongst them, and pow that they find
themselves disappointed, they are annoyed. The thing, however, would not hl_(ely
have gone so far, but that a forward and noisy young man came to buy something,
and as it is necessary to pick the coppers every time a purchase is made, as the
people themselves do, the boy marketing with him rejected one or two of his rods.
All his noise did not avail to get his bad coppers received; and so, in going into
the village, he got the head men, who with himself were all half drankat the fegst,
to give us a bit of their mind by blowing Egbo to the above effect. After leaving
Ofiong's yard, I went into Enyang Akpo’s, the head of a family which affects not to
acknowledge Ofiong’s headship: and he and the young man above referred to, fol-
lowel me from the palaver house with the same story, Our great object is to lead
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the people to the truth as itis in Jesus, and any cause, whatever it may be, which
sets them at variance with us, disinclines them to receive the word of God from us,
aod is to be lamented. and if possible avoided; but the sooner they are taught not
to louk to cheap marketing and gifts, as the great benefit the mission is to confer on
them, the better. May God bring good out of evil.

Tuesday, Srd February.—All the head men of the town came up to-day, with the
head men of the Ekoi hamlet. Okunelie, the chief of the latter, 43 I understood,
wished the Ikunetu chiefs to settle the palaver; so they came up to sce what they
could muhe of me. I said that I had nothing to say but what I had already stated
to them ; that they had involved themselves in a foolish matter, and might get
themselves out of it the best way they could, and that the proper way was to take
off the Egbo at once. To this they did not agree, and so took their departure.

Monday, 9th February.—Heard to-day that the Egbo was taken off, It has been
quictly done, as if they were ashamed of the matter, as I have no doubt Ofiong was;
but being a quiet easy man, the forward young men of the village sometimes pre-
vail with him to do things he would not do of himself.

I am glad to say that the Egbo did not at all interrupt our intercourse with the
people, further than marketing was concerned. Our Sabbath mectings and school,
though there are not many attending either just now, went on as usual, which shows
2 degree of friendliness, on the part of the people, very gratifying. The consul was
in the river at the time, and when he heard of the matter, kindly offered Lis services
to settle it. I declined them ; but on going down to Creek Town to the monthly
meeting of committee, I asked King Eyo to advise the Tkunetu people to withdraw
their Egbo, and not to act so again, as they might raise a palaver which I could
not stop.

The above will enable you to sce some of the disagreeable incidents in mission
life out here.  The difficulties attending our proper ministerial work are not the
greatest; the difficulty of living among the people at all ix that which, ever pressing
on one, wears out the spirit. And these pespie you must win to the gospel, whose
opinion of you, and of the word you preach, will be very much formed by the bargain
they think they get of 2 farthing’s worth of fish-hooks, or a halfpenny worth of
needles.

DUKE TOWN.

The following very beautiful and touching narrative is given in a letter of the Rev.
Z. Baillie, dated 24th March :—

Amongst my patients lately wasan cld woman, brought to me by a Mrs. Macaulay
(n member of the church here), and who had been sold by this same old lady more
than thirty years age. Mrs. M. remembered all the circumstances of the case very
well. She was then a girl about fourteen or fifteen years of age, and, on being
taken away, her master ¢¢cried plenty.” Still he could not resist the temptation
of the white man’s goode. When taken on board the vessel, all the men were
chained, but the children and women were permitted to move about at liberty.
When off the African coast, the slave ship was captured by a British man-of-war,
taken to Sicrra Leone, and there condemned. The slaves were there set free. The
old people were set to work—the children to school. 0ld Mrs. M. said, however,
that her head was very hard, and ¢ she no fit to learn book proper.” By and by
she met with her husband, a person who had been stolen from Duke Town, and libe-
rated in the same way. After they heard that the mission had been established
here, they were anxious to spend their old age in the land of their fathers, and emi-
grated bere again. On coming to Duke Town, she went to the house from which
she had been scld, nearly thirty years before. The old lady who sold her was still
alive, but in rednced circumstances. She did not, at first, recognise her former do-
mestic. On Mrs. M. recounting some things familiar to both of them, the old lady
recollected all about her, and, as Mrs. M. told me when relating it, ¢¢ My old missus
put her arms round my neck, and cry plenty ! plenty !” It was pleasant to see the
old Christian woman (for she was brought under the influence of the truth at Sierra
Leone) —it was pleasant to see her treating so kindly the individual who had sold her
from her kome and country. Like Joseph, however, she acknowledged that ¢ it be
good thing she be sent so, for then she hear ¢the big thing what Jesus do for poor
sinner.’ ”’
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CAFFRARIA.—GLENTHORN.

The Rev. J. F. Cumming gives, in a letter dated 4th February, the following very
gratifying notice of the state of matters at Glenthorn, where he is Inbouring.

The last Sabb.th bere was an interesting and, I trust, a profitable oue to many.
The dispensation of the Lord’s Supper took place. The number present, of the
white members, was not large ; bLut, considering all circumstaunces, it was execed-
ingly pleasing to see forty natives surrounding the table of the Lord. Onaccount of
difference of language, it has been considered, on my part, more edifying to have a
repetition of the service on the same day—the one in English, the other in Caffre.
Both tables are, howerver, respectively free tv each; but none avail themselves of it,
as there is a charm in listening to onc’s mother tongue, which invariably decides
which should have the preference.

Some may suppose that, on account of the peculiar habits of the Caffres, there
must also be some difference in dispensing the sacred ordinance, so as to accommo-
date it to them in things non-essential. But this is not the case. With the differ-
ence of language, the mode js the same as that adopted towards their more enlight-
ened brethren. Altogether there were five services during the day : the English
action service, and then the dispensation, after s short interval. The same order
was then followed with respect to the other. The last was the usual Caffre prayer-
meeting. After addressing them on the conduct of Mary, who first sat at Jesus’
feet listening to his gracious instructions, and then acted out her love in anointing
his head with the fragrant ointment, doing what she could, Bacela, tke elder, took
up the idea, and pressed the duty of doing what they could in advancing the Sa-
viour’s cause by their practice. Ie said, the appearance at the Lord’s table to-day
was remarkable as well as encouraging. When he looked back, but a few years
ago, there were scarcely any members, but now they are increased greatly. Is not
tho Lord prospering his work here most wonderfully ?

Amongst the members present, on this occasion, were eight who had been bap-
tized on o previous Sabbath. These had been under my instructions for a consider-
able time. They illustrated, in some measure, the glorious fact, that the Gospel is
limited to neither age, sex, nor nation. There were four men and four women be-
longing to the Amakosa, Tambookie, Fingo, and Basutunations, Were the various
tongues and nations to which my general hearers belong specified, it would seem to
be a strange thing how they could all be benefitted ; and yet the increasing interest
with which the Sabbath exercises are attended, would indicate that they do feel and
understand, in some measure, the importance of the Gospel.

BELGIUM.—REMARKABLE MOVEMENTS.

The following is the address which the Rev. E. Filhol, the deputy of the Belgian
Missionary Church, delivered to the U. P. Synod on the evening of Saturday, the
Tth May +—

s Mo{lemtor, Fathers, and Brethren,—It is the first time I am called upon to ad-
dress & meeting in English, and I feel the necessity of requesting your indulgence
for the difficulty I find in expressing myself in a foreign language. I hope you will
kindly accept the assurance of the gratitude and deep affection which the Belgian
Evangelical Society presents to the U. P. Church. You have always shown us the
most devoted attachment, and have always taken a practical interest in our work,
and in all our wants; and, last year, when our Society was in great pecuniary dis-
tress, it was from you that our deputy, M. Jaccard, obtained the most generous ye~
ception. We express here to you, dear brethren, our lively gratitude, and assure
you how precious it is for us, in our weakness, to be able to rely on your support,
and beg you to continue that support, which is so valuable to us, for -Christ’s
name, and for the advancement of His glorious kingdom.

Our work, as you know, is pursued in a country which, until these few years, was
placed under the exclusive domination of the Romish clergy, but where we are now
protected by one of the most liberal constitutions on the Continent. Under such
faveurable circumstances, and with the aid of Almighty God, our labours have had
the most encouraging extension. If we go back tweny-five years, we find nothing
had at that time beer done for tne evangelization of Belgium ; and, excepting one
or two places, ‘"iere a few remuants of ancient Protestants had survived the Ro~
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mish persecutions, not a singls Protestant native was to be found in all Belgium. But
now many fields may be seen, where the Word of God is thriving in & wondrous
manner ; and many faithful churches are springing up, and bringing forth fruit for
the glory of God. ~ We have now under our direction twelve ministers of the gospel,
five evangelists, five colporteurs, nine schoolmasters or schoolmistresses, and a book-
shop agent in Brussels. Ouc thousand members have been admitted to be partakers
of the Lord’s Supper; six thousand hearers regularly attend our public worship,
and cight hundred children attend our schools ; and all these persons, with very few
exceptions, have been delivered from the Romish darkness through the instrumen-
tality of our society.

Charleroi.—This year has been o time of great activity, and in many of oar
stations, of great blessing. At Charleroi and Jumet, one of the greatest manufac-
turing centres of Belgiuin, the work has acquired such extension within these few
months, that we have been obliged to send another minister to assist M. Poinsot in
hia labours.

The members of the church contribute, in a great measure, towards this result.
The gospel is daily preached by them in the workshops, and even underneath the
ground ; for it often happens that, in coal pits, fifteen hundred or two thousand feet
decp, sisty or eighty workmen surround one of our brethren, to hear the gospel
explained. A considerable number of the Holy Scriptures have been sold by these
sameo brethren, as likewise tracts and other religious books.

The indirect results of this labour by the members of the church are very visible.
The people begin to know what the gospel is, and, in consequence, their blind fana-
ticism bas been much diminished, if not entirely rooted out. We have just now a
striking instance of it:—In a populous village, in the neighbourhood of Charleroi,
M. Poinsot had begun preaching about ten years ago; be could not continue doing
so, on account of the opposition he met with. When he used to go, he was abused
on the road; themost horrid blasphemies were uttered against him. At his second
preaching there, six hundred persons came before the house where the meeting was
held, making a terrible noise. The pastor could not make himself heard by the
small congregution he had assembled. At another time he was attacked on the
road, and would have been beaten, if some of the members of his church, who
accompanied him, bad not protected him.

And now, whatis the case ? He visits the Roman Catholics, and he is well received.
IIe holds, from time to time, meetings there, and the house where they take place
is much too small to contain all the pcople who press forward to hear the word of
God.  One single member of the church of Charleroi has there sold more than one
hundred and fifty New Testaments, and about fifty Bibles. We bave sent thither a
seripture reader, who has written to us, that since he was a colporteur he has never,
in any place, been so well received.

Lirye.—At Liege the work hasequally prospered in the most encouraging manner.
During the last nine months forty Roman Catholics have been admitted to the Lord's
Supper.

Ghent.—The same circumstanco has occurred at Ghent, where we opened a place of
public worship only two years ago. In August, 1855, twelve Roman Catholics were
admitted to the Lord's table; since which time M. Vanshelven’s labours have been
so successful, that his congregation consisis now of eighty communicants, and three
hundred regular attendants. Some of them are persecuted for the truth, yet remain
faithfal. I will give an instance :— .

Last week the director of a manufactory said to one of our brethren, (a married
man, with three young children), ¢¢ Lefevre, do you continue to form part of those
new Protestants?” ¢ Yes, sir,” he answered, * I am more and more convinced of
the truth of the gospel.” ¢ Well, we do not want any more of those men in our
factory. Choose—cither leave thom, or I will give you your dismissal.” ¢ But,
sir, I come here only to work, and I thirk that I am free to serve God according to
my convictions and my conscience. Do you believe in God?” The Director.—
‘¢ Certainly.” Lefevre.—¢ And so do I. And do you believe in our Lord Jesus
Christ, and that he came into the world to save sinners?” The Director.—** Yes,
certainly; but you do not choose to worship the Mother of God.” Lefevre.—* No,
indeed; for it is written, ¢ Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and serve him
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only.”” The Director.—¢ Ah' very well—give Lim his diemiseal.” Our brother
received it with resignation, and, after seeking work for some days, he met with
somebody who was in want of workmen. But it is not in Ghent, it is in the neigh-
bourhood of Brussels that he is employed.

At Brussels our Flemish minister has admitted forty-two Roman Catholics within
eighteen months,

At Antwerp, where we have established a new station, this very year our worship
was interrupted, at the instigation of the Romish clergy, by a furious mob, who
broke the furnitu-e, tore the Bibles in picces, and even threatened the life of our
evangelist, so that it was necessary to call police and militery to protect him. But
the only result of that savage attempt was to rouse the indignation of all honest
people, and to attract to our worship multitudes of hearers, many of whom have
been converted to the truth as it is in Jesus. Unhappily, we have been hitherto
unsuccessful in finding a place large enough to hold our service in. Our evangelist
writes to us, that if we had a chapel large enough to contain a thousand hearers, it
would be immediately filled.

Singular Movement at Brussels.—At Brussels, we have been permitted to behold
such a movement as has, perhaps, not been seen in that city since the days of the
Reformation. It has been produced by s French Catholic missionary, the Abbe
Combalot, one of the most furious preachers in the Church of Rome, who had been
invited by the Belgian clergy to preach there. It is difficult to give an idea of the
virulence of his language: for example, he called all the Protestant countries
heathen countries, the Bible Societies an infernal machine—the most horrid and
satanic persecution which was ever raised against the Church of God. He also
said that, with the Bible one could set on fire the four corners of the world; that
with the Bible, all crimes, murder, robbery, adultery, could be authorised; and
these blasphemies were pronounced before three thousand auditors, the greatest
part of whom were persuaded that it was real truth. We thought then it was our
duty to protest against such slanderous attacks, and we summoned M. Combalot to
a public debate by a letter, which was published in several newspapers. It was
signed by Messrs, Panchaud, Ernet, and myself. And ss he made no answer, wo
gave notice by public placards, that we would hold conferences, in order to confute
all his blasphemies against the Bible, and blasphemies against Protestantism. Six
conferences were held by turns, by Messrs. Anet, Panchaud, Durand, and myself,
in the largest room of the Protestant worship in Brussels. More than a thousand
heavers were present every time, the greater number of whom were Roman
Catholics; and I can affirm, that it would be difficult to describe the interest and
attention which they exhibited. During many weeks, Protestantism and the Abbe
Combalot were the topics of all conversations. All day long our book-shop was
besieged by persons of every class, who went to purchase Bibles, or religious books,
or to talk about the controversy. Curiosity was so awakeued, that M. Anct having
published two letters in answer to the attacks of the Abbe Combalot, two thousand
copies of them were bought up in four days; and such was the energy with which
the Abbe Combalot and his conduct were condemned by the whole press and public
opinion, that he was obliged to leave Belgium immediately in full defeat.

And now all this is but an indication of & movement, which is working through-
out Belgium, and pervading all the classes of society. This movement is particularly
sensible among the liberal party, who feel themselves overwhelmed by the clergy,
whose power and domineering pretensions go oun increasing every day. They have
resolutely placed the question upon religious ground. Not a day passes where
there does not appear some leading article, or some pamphlet, attacking Popery
and praising Protestantism, in its religious, morai and political tendencies. At this
very moment, those at the head of the liberal party are preparing a new edition of
the French and Flemish works of Marnix de Sainte Aldegoude, the illustrious friend
of William the Taciturn, and one of the most formidable adversaries of Rome in the
sixteenth century. The were advertisement of this publication was sufficient to
rouse to fury the clerical party ; and just now all the leaders of Belgian liberalism
have been virulently attacked on that subject, in a little pamphlet named the
Bidlical Musks, where the name of the Honourable Ambassador of Belgium in Eng-
land, and many otheis, are united to those of Messieurs Anet, Panchaud, and
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Filhol. And another pamphlet, on the absolute necessity of coming out of the
Church of Rome, by M Edgard Quinet, & well-known French writer, bas caused &
great sensation; and though it is not written in an evangelical spirit, it is yet
remarkable, as indicating the state of public mind.

The consequence is, that there was, perhaps, never such eagerness to se¢c our
books, and to hear the preaching of the word of God; never were our publications
So numerous, nor the sales of our colpurteur so abundant end successful. There
is, therefure, great progress in Belgium as regards the number of converts, and the
general influence produced on public opinion.  We can truly say, that our task has
greatly increased in importance, and with it our responsibility towards Gud and the
Christian Church. We feel our great weakness, and are fully conscious of our
nothingness and insufficiency ; but welook to him who has promised to make perfect
his strength in our infirmity. The facts I have stated will show that he is blessing
our work, and he is supporting us in carrying it on. I hope, also, the knowledge
of these facts will be to you, Moderator, Fathers, and Brethrer, a recompense for
the kind interest and support you bave hith~rto shown us. We are servants of the
same Lord, and soldiers in the same army; and the return we make to you, for all
your kindness, is to tell you that your cfforts are being blessed, and the kingdom of
our common Saviour Jesus Christ, is advancing in Belgium. As now, beloved
brethren, we are in the thick of the fight, do not desert us; continue, if possible, to
increase your kelp, for we need it much, that we may gain the victory, and that the
glorious standard of the Cross may be clevated triumphant over the superstitions
and the idolatries of the present time.

And now I conclude with the earnest prayer of my heart. May God bless you,
Moderator, Fathers, and Brethren; may he bless your dear church; may he bless
your dear country, and grant that they may contioue to be the bulwark of freedom,
and the centre for the wide diffusion of the gospel of Christ throughout all the earth.
—U. P. Missionary Record.

Feelesiagticnl Fotices.

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN MISSION CHURCHES IN GLASGOW.

The following table, taken from the Report of the Mission Churches of the United
Presbyterian Church in Glasgow, exhibits the progress made during the year :—
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It thus appears that, during the past year, 324 persuns have been admitted into
full communion, about 240 of whom were previously connected with no place of
worship : that 1019 have, since the origin of the scheme, been admitted to the Lord’s
Table, 750 of whom were previously living in neglect of Christian ordinances; that
besides 290 week-day echolars, belunging to two of the churches, and exclusive of
o multitude of Subbath evening scholars less under the influence of the mission,
780 children are receiving weckly instruction under itsimmediate agency ; that 304
attend the pastoral classes, 240 the prayer meetings, and 1900 the Sabbath services
conducted by the minister; and that these infant Mission Churches have raised for
religious purposes, during the past twelve months, within an izconsiderable fraction
of sixteen shillings for each member.

SYXNOD OF PRESBYTERIAN CHURCIL OF CANADA.

The Synod met at Kingston on Tuesday, 9th June. The Rev. G. Cheyne, former
Moderator, preached from Luke xvii. 5. The Rev. G. Smellie, of Fergus, was
elected Moderator. On the Roll there were 124 Ministers, of whom 85 were
present, and 42 klders. Great part of Wednesday was occupied with devotional
exercises and routine business. Afterwards the Synod approved of the reception
of Knox’s Church, Boston, Mass., by the Presbytery of Montreal, and the Rev. Mr.
McLaren of Amherstburgh, was translated to Boston. Leave was given to Pres-
byteries to take seven Students on trials for license. In reference to an Overture
for making provision for aged and infirm Ministers, the Synod appointed a Com-
mittee to bring the matter before the Church, receive contributions, and propose
regulations. 1t was reported that the Fund for Widows and Orphans amounted to
£5358, and thanks were returned to the Convener of Committee. The Rev. Mr.
Duncon, of Greenwich, addressed the Synod as a Delegate from the Presbyterian
Church in England, and was invited to take his seat as a corresponding, member.
The Synod agreed that the Musical Instrument be removed from the Church at
Brockwille, and a Commission of Synod was appointed to act with the Presbytery of
Brockville in the case. The Committee on Knox’s College reported. The Synod
regretted that the contributions from Congregations were not sufficient to meet the
expenditure, and agreed that subscriptions should be raised for the purpose; also
that a regular Tutorship in the College should be dispensed with, and that the
Boarding-honse should be conducted so as not to be burdensome on the Fund. It
was also agreed that the Rev. Dr. Willis be appointed Principal of Enox’s College.
The Committee on Foreign Missions reported that Rev. Mr. Stevenson is now labor-
ing at Banecoorah as Missionary of this Church, and that the sum of £1050 had been
raised for the Mission during the last two years. The Synod resolved io prosecute
the Mission. The Committee on Colportage and Publication reported. The Synod
agreed that, sceing there is a diversity of opinion respecting the expediency of the
Scheme, the Committee be directed to report to next meeting of Synod the result of
their experience regarding it, and Presbyteries wererecommended to give assistance
to the Committee. The Judicial Committee reported, and the Synod directed them
to present to next meeting a Digest of the laws and practice of the Church. The
Synod appointed & Committee to prepare a loyal and dutiful nddress to her Majesty,
which was afterwards adopted. An Overture was presented from Elders, proposing
that the Synod should recommend to Presbyteries to urge Congregations to endeavor
o procure Manses, or at least to acquire sites. The Synod ccrdially approved of
the Overture. The attention of the Synod was occupied for a considerable time with
the proposed Decd and Act of Incorporation for Knox’s College. The Committee
was re-appointed, and authorised to apply te Parliament for an Act.  The Trustc.s,
twenty-four in number, of whom one-fourth, but not more, may be Ministers, are
nominated by the Synod, and continuc in office three years. An Overture was
brought forward by the Presbytery of Toronto in favour of a Mission to the North
American Indians. The Overture was generally approved, and referred to the
Presbytery. The Report of the Home Mission Committee was given in, showing
that 21 pastoral settlements had taken place during the past year; that there are
34 vacant charges, and about 40 Stations requiring supply; that 50 Missionaries,
of whom a considerable proportion are Students, are now labouring within the
bounds. The Rev. Mr. King reported that the Buxston Mission is in a prosperous
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condition; that there are about 200 families in the settlement; that there are two
teachers with 98 day scholars, and that there are eight Sabbath-school teachers and
100 scholars. The Rev. Mr. Reid reported respecting the Red River Mission. The
Synod sent down to Presbyteries two Overtures—one respecting the aiding of Con-
gregations in tlie maintenance of the Ministry, the otherrespecting the employment
of Probationers. The Cummittee on Sabbath Observance reported. The Committee
was re-appointed, and instructed to renew their exertions in bebalf of the sanctifi-
cation of the Lord’s Day. The Committee on College Buildings reported that there
hiad been received during the year £1851, and that there had been expended £1951,
including interest on purchase money unpaid. The Synod thanked the Committee,
and agreed that the College Coummittee visit all the Congregations that have not
contributed. An application was made on bebalf of the French Canadian Mission-
ary Society that in the event of any Minister being appointed General Secretary, he
should be allowed to retais his status in the Church. The Synod declined. The
proceedings of the Synod respecting Union with the U. P. Church were reported in
our last number; and it should be added that the thanks of the Synod were returned
to our deputies, and that the Rev. J. Scott and the Rev. T. Wardrop are appointed to
attend next meeting of the U. P’. Synod, and reciprocate the greetings of the breth-
ren. Tne Synod appointed the Rev. Dr. Burns to appear on its behalf before the
Genernl Assembly of the Irish Presbyterian Church. The Committee on Sabbath
Schools repurted, and an Overture on the subject was remitted for their considera-
tion. The Committee on the State of Religion reported, and was re-appointed.
An Overture respecting Baptism in the Romish Cliurch was taken into consideration,
and was sent down to Presbyteries.  An Overture and petition respecting Temper-
ance were presented, and the Synud resolved to petition for a Prohibitory Liquor
Law, and recommended Presbyteries and Sessions to take similar action and employ
alt means in their power to arrest this master sin. A memorial respecting the use
of intoxisuting wine in the Lord’s Supper was presented, and remitted to the Pres-
bytery of Kingston fur cunsideration. A Overture on the subject of Slavery was
taken up. The Synod renewed the resolutions of 1851, and appointed a Committee.
YVarious picces of routine husiness were transacted. Thanks were returned to the
Accommodation Committee and the friends in Kingston for their hospitality, and to
the authorvities of the Grand Trunk Railway for their liberality in granting return
tickets to the members.  After singing and prayer, the Moderator addressed the
Synod. appeinted next mecting to be held at Hamilton. on the Tucsday after the se-
cond Savbath of Juue, 1858, and dismissed the Synad with the Apostolic benediction.

FISII CREEK, BRLANCHARD.—-CBURCH OPENING.

The members and adherents of the United Presbyterian Church residing in the
Bastern parts of the Township of Biddulphand Western of Blanchard, comparatively
fow in number, but united in effort, have erected a commodious Church at Fish
Creek. in Blanchard, capable of seating more than two hundred person.. This
bouse was pubiicly opened and set apart for the worship of God on Sabbath, the
12th July. The occasion was one of great interest to the surrounding country.
While the house was tilled to excess, not a few stood around the walls, and listened
attentively to the services as they proceeded. Many left the place because they
could not be accommodated as they wished. Public worship commenced at half-
past ten.  After praise, reading the Scriptures, and prayer, the Rev. James Skinner,
the Pastor, preached from Isaiah Ix. 1. Then the Rev. Mr. Preston, of the New
Connexion Methodist Church, St. Mary's, preached an accurate and excellent
sermon from 1 Thessalonians v. 19.  In the afternoon the Rev. Mr. Beattie, of the
Free Church, 8t. Mary's, preached an eloquent and appropriate sermon from
Romans xiv. 17. The Rev. William Caven, of the U. P. Church, St. Mary’s, was
prevented from taking part, being supplying on that d.y in a distant congregation.
The large sudiences appeared to be enjoying a Gospel feast day. May it not be
hoped that the Holy Ghost was pleased to own his blessed Word, aud to apply it
with gracious effect to precious souls ?

This new Cheireh is distant from Bethel Church, in the Township of Lordon,
about fiftcen or sixteen miles. The membership were, by distance, virtually
precluded from the ordinances enjoyed on the Sabbath by the congregation into
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which they had been gradually gathered. They were much nearer to St. Mary’s,
from which the new Church is distant six miles. They could be supplied only on
week days by their own minister, but they had also long reaped advantage from
the Sabbath days Ilabours of Mr. James Fraser, Catechist, afforded them in
rotation with his other stations. As the Church will in a few months be entirely
without debt, the station here, together with another in Biddulph, will probably be
congregated at next meeting of Presbytery. Classed amongst our already numerous
vacuncies and cherished more adequately by the labours of our Probationers and
the members of Presbytery, it is believed they will at no very remote period become
a settled congregation, sustaining the Gospel creditably and securing rich benefits
not only to their own families, but to many others around. May the Lord abun-
dantly bless the provision of his Zion and satisfy her poor with bread.— Com.

T. P. PRESBYTERY OF GRFRY,

This Pre¢bytery met according to appointment, in Mr. Cromar’s house, Riversdale,
21st May, 1857, and was constituted by Rev. R. Dewar. There were present along
with him James Gibson, minister, and James Colter, elder, from Greenock, and
David Swith, elder, from Brant. Read the minutes of formcr meeting, which were
approved. A letter was read from the Rev. Mr. Fayette, who had been appointed
Moderator on the occasion of inducting Mr. Walter Inglis into the charge of the
congregations of Greenock and Culross. Said letter expressed a fear that, from
the state of his health, he might not be able to attend this meeting; but as it was
written upwards of a month ago, and as it appeared, on the one hand, that the
Clerk had received no intimation of the continuance of those ailments of which he
then complained, and, on the other, that he had not provided any one to fulfil the
appointment for which he was responsible, the Presbytery could not sustain his
excuse, but agreed by an unanimous vote to declare it utterly unsatisfactory. The
Presbytery next proceeded to make arrangements for the transaction of the business
for which they had met, when Mr. Dewar agreed to take the part which had been
assigned to Mr. Fayetie, and Mr. Gibson was appointed to act as Clerk pro tem.

The hour for the induction having now arrived, Mr. Inglis’ edict was served on
the congregation, and no obhjector appearing after a reasonable time had been
allowed for this purpose, the Presbytery adjourned cu nstituted to the place of publie
worship, where the religious services were conducted . the usual way, and a sermon
was preached by Mr. Gibson, from 1 Tim. i. 11, ¢ The glorious Gospel.” Mr.
Dewar then narrated the steps which had been taken with a view to this settlement,
and put to Mr. Inglis the Questions of the Formula; on receiving satisfactory
answers to which, he inducted him by solemn prayer into the pastoral charge of the
congregations of Greenock and Culross, row met. The Presbytery then geve to
the newly inducted minvister the right hand of fellowship, and Mr. Dewar delivered
suitable addresses both to him and the people of his charge. At the close of the
service an opportunity was given to the members nf the congregations to welcome
their minister: and the session was constituted, and Mr. Inglis introduced to them
by the Moderator.

The Presbytery resumed in the house of Mr. Cromar, when reports from the
congregations of Owen Sound and Lake Shore were read and ordered to be trans-
mitted; also the statistical returns from Owen Sound, Greenock, and Brant. Mr.
King’s report of labours within the bounds of the Presbytery was read and ordered
to be forwarded to the Committee. Resumed consideration of the petition from
North Greenock, and agreed to receive them as a station, and give them such supply
as the Presbytery may be able to afford. Received and read a petition signed by
sixty-six persons resident in the Townships of Bentinck and Normandy, praying
the Presbytery to supply them with sermon, ar form them into a congregation.
Part of Mr. King's report was read in connectic with the petition, and also a part
of a letter to him from the people, when it was agreed to grant the prayer of the
petition as far and as soon as practicable, and in the meantime to furnish them with
such a supply of preachers as the state of the list will allew. The fixing of next
regular meeting of Presbytery was left over till a meeting to be called during the
session of Synod next month in Toronto. Concluded with prayer.

Or July 14th, the Presbytery granted a Moderation to the congregations of Brant
and Walkerton.
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CHATHAM,

We arc happy to learn, that at last, after not a few disappointments, our good
friendy, the United Presbyterians in Chatham, have had the comfort and sati~fuction
of secing one settled in their midst, to break among them the ¢ beead of life.” On
the 30th of June, the Bev. Wm. Walker was inducted into the pastoral charge of the
V.P. Cungregation in the above town. The services of the day were commenced with
a sermun by the Rev. Wm. Inglis, Westminster. The usuul statements in reference
to the steps taken to bring round this settlement laving been made by the Rev.
Jolin Itogg, of Detroit, and the questions of the Formula huving been answered by
Mr. Walicr in a satisfactory manner, Mr Hogg, in 2 very solemn and appropriate
manner, offered up the Induction Prayer, and thereafter, with much earnestuess,
affection and power, tendered the newly settled brother valuable counsel in refer-
ence to the work before him. The Rev. Mr. Waddell, of llarwich, conciuded the
interesting services of the day by an affectionate and appropriate address to the
congregation. The attendance was good, considering that for many weeks past
there has scarcely been any supply of sermon, and perhaps also that the notice of
the Induction was not so widely spread as it might have been.  Mr. Walker enters
upon his labours with the hearty good wishes and prayers of not a few, and we
trust that by the blessing of the Masrer he may be greatly honoured in bis work,
be the means of building up saints in their most holy faith—and abundantly
successful in turning sinners from darkness to light and from the power of Satan
unto God. As might be expected, from the circumstances in which, for soxie time
past she has been placed, the congregation in Chatham is not large; but where
there is unity of feeling and hearty, earnest co-operation it is surprising how much
even a small congregation can accomplish. Most sincerely do we trust that our
friends in Chatham will give & striking practical illustration of this even as they are
—and that they will show that they verily believe the gospel to be valunble indeed,
well deserving of some considerable 2tfort, nay, even deserving of some considerable
sacrifice.  Our prayer is that they and their pastor may be long spared to each
other—mutual helps and comforts in their journey to the ¢ Father’s house ™
above.—Communicaled.

T. P. PRESBYTERY OF LONDOX.

The ordinary quarterly meeting of the U. P. Presbytery of London was held in
Londen on Monday the Ist of July. Rev. Mr. Iuglis, Westminster, Moderator, p.t.
The report of the Committee appuinted to induct the Rev. YWm. Walker into the
pastoral charge of the U. I Church in Chatham was given in and approved of;
and Mr. Walker's name was added to the roll of Presbiytery.  Sati-factury informa-
tion in reference to persons in Windsor, who had formerly petitioned to be congre-
gated, having been received from Rev. Mr. Hogg—the prayer of said petition was
granted, and they were erected into a congregation, in the meantime under the
pastoral care of Mr. Hogg, who has very Kindly agreed to give gratuitous supply of
sermon cn Sabbath evenings for a year to come. The report of Rev. J. Fraser,
Goderich, in reference to his visit to Kincardine, was read, and approved of, and
the persons who had certificates of membership, or who had been esamined and
approved by Mr F., were erected into a congregation. The Rev. Wm. Inglis was
appointed, in accordance with the request of the people, to dispense the Lord’s Sup-
per in Kincardine on the last Sabbath in July, and to preside iz the clection of
Elders on the Sabbath following. As from papers laid on the Presbytery’s table, it
was found that the Rev. Walter Inglis, of Greenock. though not a member of this
Presbytery, can supply the station in Kincardine with scrmon, once in three wecks,
it was agreesl that this arraugement be cntered into for the next three months at
any rate.

A paper signed by 125 persons, resident in the township of Howick, praying to
be supplied with sermon by the Presbytery, was read, and the prayer cordislly
acceded to.  Mr. Barr, who has been very diligent and successful in his wovk in
that locality, was instructed to visit the friends in Howick, and to report. Every
thing goes to show that were a devoted and energetic minister settled in that district

flourishing congregations would spring up all around.—May the Lord send labourers
into his harvest,
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A call from the congregations of Downie and Fullerton, addressed to Mr. J. M.
King. preacher, was Jaid ou the table with the usual documents. The Presbytery
cordially sustained the call, and in view of Mr. K’s acceptunce, appointed sul jects
of trial for ordination. Reports from the Rev. Walter Scott and Mr. Fraser,
Catechist, were read and passed.  The very small amourt of puyment to preachers
made by certain stations within the bounds of the Presbytery, was rummked upon,
and the question wooted whether or not it might be dutiful to continue supply, at
the expense of the church, of ordinances to professedly Christian people, who were
considerably able, if they only were willing, to * help themselves.”

The Treasurer’s bouks showing a considerable deficiency ; the clerk wasinstructed
to communicate with those congregations which had not made the yearly collection,
that if possible, arrearage may be cleared off by next meeticg of Presbytery.

The Rev. Mr. Fotheringham having found it necessary, from continued bad health,
to pay a visit to Scotland, arrangements were made for the supply of his pulpit for
the next four months. The supply of preachers for the vacancies within the bounds
of the Presbytery being still very inadequate, the Presbytery judged it absolutely
necessary, that each of the brethren give a day at least for that work, and appor-
tioned them accordingly.

Exercises were appointed to Mr. Wm. Fletcker, Student, to be given in at next
meeting.

The Presbytery adjourned to meet on the first Wednesday of October,—the Clerk
being empowered to call a meeting at an earlier date if necessary.—Closed with the
benediction.— Communicated.

U. P. STODENTS” THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY. : ELECTION OF ANGLICAX BISHOP.

Mr. W. Stewart, Student in Divinity, A Synod of the new Diocese of London,

has preached to the congregations of the | C-W., was held in that city, on Wednes-
Rev. Dr. Ferrier and Rev. Mr. Lees, and | 98y, 8th July.  Bishep Strachan, of
has obtgined the following collections | 19ronto, presided.  Upwards of 40
for the Library, viz.: Caledonia, £1 5s. ; minist-rs were present, and there were
Indiana, 15s. 63d. ; Oneida, £1 8s. 3}d. ; | 21s0 lay-delegates from the several par-
Ancaster (Village), £1 1s. 63d.; Ancas- ishes. The election took place by secret
ter (East), 13s. 11d.; Ancaster (West), | ballot, each voter dropping into a box
£1 2s. 53d. ; Total, £6 6s. 9d., which, | ® slip of paper, bearing the name
after deducting expenses, £1 10s., will | of his favourite candidate. When the
leave £4 10s. Yd. for the Library. This votes were scrutinized it was found that
sum will be handed to the Synod's . 22 clergymen and 23 laymen voted for
Committee on Theological Education, to | the Rev. Bgngnmm Cronyn, D.D., Lon-
be expended on bocks. The Library | dom, while 20 clfi'gymv{i and 10 laymen
has received considerable additions of | ¥oted for the \Yeperub.e Dr. Bethune,
late, but it is still a very slender collec- | Archdeacon of York. —On this being an-
tion. We should Lope that where min- nounced, one of the most active sup-
isters, sessions, and congregations can porters of Dr. Bethune ’movod'the con-
be found agreeable, the good exampie ﬁrma}mn of Dr. Cronyn’s election by an
set by Mr. Stewart may be imitated. | upanimous vote, and the whole did
It is sometimes said that books them- themse]yes grcnt‘ credit by cordially
selves might be applied for, and suitable | c02¢urring. Dr. Cronyn hasa high cba-
books would doubtless be exceedingly | Facter as liberal, evangelical, and pious,
acceptable ; but there are many books and withal non-puseyite. So far well. It
very appropriate to certain classes of will be understood he is only nominated,

readers, which in such a Library arc o | 20d is tobe proposed to the Government
real evil. at home for appointment, which he will

no doubt receive. It seems to us ques-
tionable how far such Royal appointment
MOUNT PLEASANT (NEAR BRANTFORD). | jsconsistent with the principle embodied
The Rev. Patrick Greig has vesigned | in the Act for secularizing the Clergy
the pastoral charge of the U. P. Con- | Reserves, namely, that all semblance
gregation here. of conrection between Church and State
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shall cease and determine. Ifitistobe | which met at Truro on the 23d of June,
8o, tho Episcopal Church in Canada | had a visit from a Decputation of the
must be asdistinct from the Government | Free Church in the Province, and that
as the Episcopal Church in Scotland is, | after the interview, the foilowing resolu-
though we have certainly no wish that | tion was unanimously adapted :—

the Scotch Service Book should be “That the members of this Synod
adopted. It is thought that the holding | hail with much satisfaction, the appear-
of such Synodgincluding laymen, isasort | ance, among us, of our brethren of the
of approximation to -Presbyterianism. | Free Church; and baving listened with
It appears to us, however, that the ten- | great pleasure to their addresses, desire
dency is rather to Congregationalism. | to express gratitude to the Great Head
In our Church Courts no laymen (if the | of the Church for the progress which
word is to be used) have a place. All | we are evidently making towards a cor-
the members are ordained to a spiritual | dial union, and cheerfully pledge our-
office, being presbyters i.e. elders. At ; selves, by avoiding unnecessary causes
all events, it is satisfactory to witness | of irritation, and by endeavoring to pro-
the decline of absolute one-man power. | mote the growth of Christian love among
ministers and people, to further & cause

GALT. which is dear to our hearts.”
Mr. John James, Probationer, has _
signified his acceptance of the call given COLUMBUS.
him by the U. P. Congregation here. The U. P. Congregation here have
. unanimously called Mr. John M. King,
HONORARY DEGREE. AN, Probationer, to be their Pastor.
We are glad to observe that, at the -—
25th annnual commencement of the Uni- U. P. PRESBYTERY OF DURHAM.

versity of thecity of New York, on Wed-
nesday last, the honorary degree of D.D.
was conferred on the Rev. John Jennings,
of the First United Presbyterian Charch,
Toronto. The United States Universi-
ties have been censured for sometimes
conferring degrees, without due discri-
mination. If they made it their rule to
select for distinction only men of equal
desert with Mr. Jennings, no such re-
proach would lie at their door. We
trust he may Jong be spared worthily to
wear his newly acquired honorable title.
—Globe (Toronto, 4th July.)

At a late meeting of this Presbytery,
Rev. Gilbert Tweedie laid before the
Presbytery, a paper intimating his de-
mission of the pastoral charge of the
stations under his oversight; assigning
among other reasons, his inability to
undertake any longer the amount of
labor requisite in the very wide field he
occupies. It whs agreed that the paper
meanwhile, lie on the table, ordered the
people to be duly spprized of this step
on the part of Mr. Tweedie, and the
Revds. Messrs. Thornton, Laurence, and
Ewing, were appointed a deputation to
visit the stations concerned, viz. Lindsay,
Verulum, Mariposa, and Fenclon, and to
It appear< from the Missionary Record | report to next meeting to be held at
of the DPreshyterian  Church of Nova | Mamilla in Mariposa, on Thursday, 30th
Scotia that the Synod of that church, l July.— Communicated.

PROPOSED TUNION IN NOVA SCOTIA.

rlcanings.

ANTI-TOBACCO MOVENEXT.

At the opening of the Presbyterian General Assembly, at Clevelaad, & communi-
cation was read from the trustees of the church and some of the citizens, requesting
the members of the Assembly to abstain from the uso of tobacco during the session,
so that the pews might not be defiled! The trustees had previously removed all
the carpets in the house. But this was not all. The communication further stated
that some of the families by whom the members would be entertained had been
made very sensitive on the same point in former years, and many had refused to

receive members, for fear they would prove to be tobacco-chewers.—Canadian
Independent.
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DENOMINATIONS IN LONDOX.

In Low's ¢ Hand-Book to places of worship in London,” theve is n list of three
hundred and seventy-one churches and chapels in connection with the Establishment.
The number of church sittings, according to Mr. Mann, is 409,184. The Indepen-
dents have about 140 places of worship, and 100,436 sittings; the Baptists, 130
chapels, and accommodation for 54,634; the Methodists, 154 chapels, 60,696
sittings; the Presbyterians, 22 chapels, aod 18,211 sittings; the Unitarians, 9
chapels, and about 3,300 sittings; the Roman Catholics, 35 chapels, and 33,994
sittings ; 4 Quaker Chapels, with sittings for 3,151; the Moraviaus bave 2 chapels,
with 1,100 sittings; the Jews have i1 synagogues, and 3,642 sittings; aud there
are 91 chapels belonging to the New Church, the Plymouth Brethren, the Irvingites,
the Latter-day Saints, Sandemanians, Lutherans, French Protestants, Greeks,
Germans, Italians, which chapels have sittings for 18,833.

CULTIVATION OF A MISSIONARY SPIRIT.

[We learn from the Biblical Repertory for July that the Rev. Dr. Adger presented
to the Old School General Assembly which lately met at Lexington, Kentucky, a
report containing the following suggestions for increasing the interestin the mission
cause. We may take the opportuuity of saying that this number of the Repertory
is filled with excellent matter, and has strong claims on the attention of Ministers
and Students. ]

1. That our Sunday-schools be eulisted by the pastors in the good work of con-
tributing for Foreign Missions. The aggregation of many particles is always a
mighty thing, and in this case the many small streams would, by flowing together
make a great river. But far more than this; the children of the Church would
thus be receiving an education in benevolence and in beneficence.

2. That our ministers preach systematically and frequently on the subject of
Foreign Missions, teaching the people that it is their duty to give more money to
this cause, in order that the work may grow and spread, and in proportion as it
does grow and spread, because the knowledge of the Lord muet fiil the earth even
as the waters fill the sea; that our ministersalso teach that it is needful to increase
greatly the number of missionaries in heathen lands, and that to this end more of
our young men must wiilingly offer themselves for this work, being thereto moved
by the Holy Ghost, and therein honoured by the great Head of the Church; that
our ministers also teach that it is the joyful privilege of pious parents, filled with
faith and the IHoly Ghost, to dedicate their children to this most glorious, exalted,
and happy service. Moreover, on the first Sabbath evening of every month, or on
other occasiors, and from time to time, let the people hear from their ministers a
detailed account of our various Foreign Missions in succession, with a description
of the religious condition of the people, and the beginning and progress of the
Churclh’s work amongst them. .

3. That to this end our ministers take pains themselves carefully to read the
Home and Foreign Eecord, and the Foreign Missionary, so as to know what is being
done by our missionaries ; and that they also further the circulaticn, and encourage
the reading of these publications in their congregations.

RESIGNATION OF REV. SAMUEL DAVIDSON, LL.D.

Dr. Davidsen, one of the Professors in the Lancashire Independent College, took

a considerable part in a new edition of Horne’s Introduction to the Study of the
Seriptures, and gave expression to a variety of sentiments deemed very unsound.
A good deal of discussion ensued, and, at length, a College Committee was ap-
pointed to; investigate the matter. Dr. D. published a pampbiet explanatory of
his views, and therein stated a great deal that was very unsatisfactory touching
the inspiration of the Scriptures. The committee lately, by & meajority of 18 to 16,
(four not voting) adopted the following resolution : —* That, decming it only fair and
reasonable, before coming to a final decision on the recent volume published by
Dr. Davidson in connection with the last edition of Horne’s ¢ Introduction,” to
afford him the opportunity of giving such explanations 2s he may think necessary
of the objectionable passages in that work, at variance with those views of Divine
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truth which he has again so strongly professed to maintain ; and having now caro-
fully and candidly examined the explanations offered in his published pamplet,
this committeo are constraired, with deep regret, to declare that, without ques.
tioning the sincerity of his profession, these explanations are, in their judgment,
far from satisfuctory: That, while several material concessions have been made,
and apprehensions removed from some minds, yet, in the main, the m)st formidable
objections are rather passed over than fairly met, and great doubt, and uneertainty
at least, left on matters of essential importance. It is, therefore, their painful
duty to state that, on the ground of these grave faults, and the rashuess which he
still exhibits in dealing with Divine truth, their confidence in biin as a professor
in their institution is greatly shaken, and that they view with serious apprehen-
sion the effect of bis influence and teaching ou the students coramitted to his care.”
The result, as we learn from the Christian Times, is that Dr. D.; on June 29th,
tendered lus resignation. He is a man of great learning and ability, and the suthor
of sume valuable works, but he i3 very much addicted to the stndy of the Germans,
and seems to have allowed himself to be carried away by their wild speculations,

PROTECTION FOR CHRISTIANS IN CHINA.

The Chinese Evangelisation Society lately addressed a letter to the Earl of Cla-
rendon. Secretary of State for foreign affuirs on the above subject and his lordship
has gave the following reply.

Foreiey OrricE, June 22, 1857,

Sir,—I am directod by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 16th inst., again urging the importance of greater facilities and privi-
leges being secured to English missionaries in China in apy future treaty which
may be concluded with that country; and I am to state te you, in reply, for the
information of the Chinese Evangelisation Society, that the Earl of Elgin bas been
instructed to obtain for the members of all Christian communities security for the
free exercise of their religious worship, and prot-ction for thelives of missionaries,
and other peaceful travellers, in the interior of China ; and that his Excelliency has
at the same time been informed that Her Majesty's Government would gladly see
in any treaty with China a renuncintion on the part of the Chinese Government
of any interference with Chinese subjects who may embrace Christianity.

I am, Sir, your obedignt servant, E. HamMoND.

CHINESE EMIGRATION TO CALIFORNIA.

The Californian Legislature some three years ago imposed a heavy poll-tax upon
all Chinese immigrants (50 dollars a head), which had the untoward effect of keep-
ing these useful creatures out of the country. This tax has been declared ungon-
stitutional, and, in consequence, the immigration has been renewed. Several
thousands have lately arrived, and great swarms are preparing to leave Chine for
California.— Christian Times.

LIBERATION OF SLAVES.

Eighty slaves were liberated recently by Colonel Thomas Hite and other philan-
thropic citizens of Jefferson County, Virginia. Col. Hite, as agent of the owners,
accompanicd them to Middleburg, Pennsylvania, where, with a present to each, of
$140 in money, and sufficient clothing, they were set at liberty.—American Paper.

NEW SCHOOL CHURCH SOUTH, U. S.

It appears from American Papers that the place of the Convention, which is to
be held on the 27th August, has been changed from the City of Washington to Rich-
mond, Virginia; and there seems great diversity of opinion as to the course which
ought to be adopted. Some wish to make overtures to the Old School, while others
are opposed to that idea. A new organisation does not seem to be generally
approved of.  The Presbyterian Witness, the New School paper, published in Ten-
nessee, says:—*‘ A large majority of cur Presbyteries (Southern) will never again
acknowledge this present General Assembly—that is clear; and unless our churches
act together in the proposed Convention at Rickmoend, our denomination in the South
will be bruken ingo fragments—some will go to the Old School, some to the Cum-
berlunds, and others to Independency.”



