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NOTES AND COMMENTS.
Cueen's University Alumni Conference which is proceeding
this week, has thus far been very successtul both in point
Tho Collego of attendance and the high standard of
Confcronces. cxcellence reached by the essayists.
Next week we shall be in a position to deal more at length
with tae papers read to the Conference. Taken with the
Knox Conference of last week the Church has every reason
to fecl satisfied that much good work is being accomplished
and that the ministry as a whole is bheing stimulated and
cdified by the results of private study and professional
experience which are exchanged at these annual meetings.

The twenty eighth annual meeting of the Knox College
Students’ Missionary Society was theoccasion of eliciting
Misslons to many interesting facts regarding the
Miners. good work the Society is engaged in.
Mr. W. Beattie’s address on the mission conducted by
him among the western miners showed the hopefulness
of such work and the good results already obtained not-
withstanding the prejudices of the older miners, The
fact that old miacers are more indifferent to the gospel
message than the younger men, of itself, speaks vol. mes

in support of pushing forward mission work at all the

great mining centres. 1lad the churches concerned
followed the miners many years ago, therc would not
be so much hardened opposition to the missionaries of
to-day. Yet even among the old men the sced sown is
hopefully watered and growth and fruit may be looked
for with confidence, The experience of the pioneers in
the field is of great value to the church and such meet-
ings as that of Friday evening at Knox College are
deservedly popular.
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The Dominion Alliance through its officers has made an
appeal to the Ontario Electors in the following terms :--
Against tho “It is deeply to be regretted that the
Liquor Trattie.  yyrecent Legislature has fallen short of
fully representing the advanced temperance sentiment of
Ontario. It was elected immediately after the Province had
declared in favour of prohibition by a majority of 81,769
votes, and we had a right to cxpect that this declaration
against the liquor traffic would have called forth a response
in effective restrictive legislation. It is true that some pro-
gress was made.  The license law was improved and made
more restrictive. ‘The improvement, however, was not at
all what friends of teraperance had a right to expect; and
some further reasonable progressive legislation was voted
down by the Huuse of Assembly."”

In a recent Symposium taken part in by sixty leading
ministers, the subject being ¢* The kind of Hearer I want.”
Tho Pulpit to Rev. Dr. Hall, D.D., New York, thus
TLo Pow. describes the ** hearer " he wants :—

1. Oac who has prayed for the preacher, and the Holy
Spint’s influence on all the congregation, in the closet, and,
if head of a household, at the family altar.

2. One who is punctually in his fixed place in the church
50 as to be recognized by me from the pulpit, and with his
family beside him.

3- One who has a good Bible in his pew, and who
devoutly follows the reading of Scripture, as hearing God
speaking to him.

4. Onc who has a hymn-book, and jomns in the singing
as carnestly as does the leader of the music.

5. One who follows and in heart joins 1n the thanksgiv.
ing, coufession of sin, and in prayer and intercession.

6. One who bears himsell with reverence of manner,
suggesting devoutness to those round about him.

7. One who louks for the divine impress in the sermon,
and uut for rhetoric, elocution, ur startling statements.

8. One who keeps his eye on the preacher, except when
called upun to look up a text qunted and being explained.

9. One who takes the impress to himself, and in his
heart Yooks for God's blessing with it.

10. One who has a look and a word of Christian cour-
tesy for those near him in the Church, after the solemn close
of the service.

General Booth’s visit to Toronto has been attended with
success, if popular demonstration, large meetings, and
General Booth pointed speaking be marks of success.
at Toronto. Whatis observable to allis the gradual
vamishing of the old prejudice against the Salvation
Army and the genuine interest manifested in Mr. Booth,
his movements and sayings. It goes without saying
that he knows full well to conduct himself so as to make
the most of the sympathy shown for the work heis
cngaged in, yet making allowance for the posing which
is pethaps becoming less and less conspicuous, it may
be taken for granted that this visit will help materially
in establishing the Army in the public mind. M:. Booth
has every reason to be satisfied with the reception he
has received and with the progress of the work in



SNy e --v‘rf‘-\r'; LK ]

688

Canada. During sixtesn months past, under Miss Eva
Booth's commandership the social work has progressed
until there are thirty five instead of twenty-three
institutions in the Dominion. At the samc time, the
scheme of colonizing, at Edmonton has been discourag-
ing and notwithstanding that a survey has been made
the district has been given up. At the Massey Hall
Mr. Booth spoke unflinchingly of the duty of Christians
to their vows and to their professions, and he once more
proved his ability to enunciate home truths.

A METHOD WORTH TRYING.

DR. Wilton Merle Smith of the Central Presbyterian

Church gives 1n a recent number of the Fvangelist
some information as to a method adopted in his church
for stimulating the habit of conscientious and systematic
giving among the people, which might with profit be
adopted elsewhere. The session of the church procured
a quantity of little Russia leather books, about four
inches long by two and a half inches wide, made up of
fifty pages of paper ruled for accounts. One of them
was sent to each member of the church able to contri-
bute, with the following message :

“The Pastor and Session, greatly desiring to pro-
mote the grace of worshipful systematic and propor-
tionate giving, present to you this book with the earnest
request that you will use it to keep a careful and accurate
account of all moneys given for any work of the Master
or any charitable object.

«This book is for your private personal use and
between you and your Lord. In accepting it, you
solemnly pledge yourself to use it conscientiously for
the purpose named.”

The results have been most encouraging. Out of
500 distributed 450 have been retained. There is a
large increase of benevolence among the members
generalty and while it is too snon to venture an opinion
as to the permanent eflect, many letters havs been
received by the session testifying to the real blessing,
spiritual and often temporal which had come with the
use of the little books and with conscientious attention
to the matter of giving. The fact is comparatively few
people keep an accurate account of what they are gving
and many imagme they are giving far more thanis
actually the case. When they sit down to add up the
amounts they are surprised to find how small a per-
centage of their income really goes 1n benevolence. Itis
often but a fraction of what is spent for some perfectly
useless indulgence that might be sacrificed without
injury or privation of any kind. Once men get to be
ashamed of theirdoings there is hope of amendment and
to make conscience of giving is to lift up the whole
character to a higher plans—just as it would be to some
others to make coascience of paying their debts. By all
means cncourage every man to keep an account of his
givings. The suggestion that Sessions should initiate
it by some such method is a good one. But no one
need wait for the session of his church to lead the way.
Account books large enough for this purpose are cheap
and readily obtained from any stationer. Any one may
begin at once and find the blessing that speedily comes.

ECUMENICAL MISSIONARY CONFERENCE.
AI‘ the meeting of the representatives of the various

Foreign Mission Boards of the United States and
Canada recently held in New York, steps were taken for
holding an Ecumenical Missionary Conference in that
city during the last ten days of April 1900, the closing
year of the century. An effort will be made to secure
delegates from every Evangelical Protestant foreign
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Missionary organization in the world and as many
missionaries as possible in addition, The conference is
designed to set forth the results of the past century's
work and to take a comprehensive outlook into the
future. As is fitly remarked by the Committee: ¢ [t
would seem like a grave omission were this century, so
marked by the development of the foreign missionary
enterprise, to close without an occasion of this sort, in
which those most actively engaged in this work may
come together to su.vey the whole field, communicate
their varied experience, and sum up results and set
themselves in close array and deeper harmony of spirit
and aim for the great work remaining ere the world be
won to our Lord. Probably in no equal period of time
has such marked advance been made in the evangeliza-
tion of the world as we have witnessed since the close
of the great Conference in London ot 1888, whether we
consider the number of communicants added to mission
churches, or the circulation of the Scriptures in the
vernacular, or the development of Christian schools, or
the growth of self-support in native communities, or the
quality and extent of the influence exerted by the
Gospel in mission lands.”

Such a conference ought to prove a blessing to the
missions by exciting fresh interest in the work that is
only now after many experiments being really organized
for victory. It may prove even a greater blessing to
the churches at home if they respond to the call of duty
that will certainly be issued by universal consent from
such a conference for a decided advance in the twentieth
century. There is indeed no reason why the advance
should not be made now. All the Boards are calling
loudly for assistance both to maintain the work already
begun and to enter upon openings presented on every
hand for additional effort. The rising standard of
Christian responsibility will soon make it impossible to
hear these appeals without a sense of shame that
should be necessary. There is plenty of money for
display, plenty of money for selfish indulgence, plenty
of money {or political corruption, plenty of money for
vicious pleasure. There must be plenty of money for
missions too. It is all a question of the comparative
values of these things in the estimation of the people. '
They will surely in the end learn to esteem the right
things and when they do, these wiil receive their fit
share of the wealth that is now uselessly squandered to
no good end whatever.

ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS
AN important overture has been sent to the General
=& Assembly of the Presbytery of Guelph with respect to
the establishing of an entrance examination at the Theo-
logical Colleges of the Church. It is in the following
terms
“Whereas it is desirable that the Church should, more
fully and directly than at present is done, test the scholar-
ship of those seeking to become ministers of the Gospel,
aond whereas such a plan has been successfully adopted by
sister churches, the Presbytery of Guelph do hereby over:
ture the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Churchin
Canada, appointed to mect at Montreal in June, 158, to
establish a Board of Examiners who shall be empowered to
ascertain by written examination the qualifications, so far
as scholarship is concerned, of all .seeking to become
students of Theology under the care of the Church and of
all secking to he taken upon trials tor license.”

The machinery suggested for carrying out the examina-
tion follows in an appendix to the overture and merits
dctailed notice. It is recommended that the Board of
Examiners shall pumber twenty-four members, of whom
there shall be not more than one member of the teaching
staff of cach of the Theological Colleges. This Board, it
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is proposed, shall appoint as examuners gentlemen of
approved fitness who are not professors in ‘Theological
Colleges, but who ure members of the church. The
sucjects for the proposed entrance examination are Latin,
Greek (classical and New Testament) Mathematics, logic
and Psychology, Ethics, Enghsh Luerature and Composi-
tion, Hebrew, Bible Knowledge and Shorter Catechism.
‘Che possession of a Unmversity degree shall not entitle the
holder thercot to exemption from examination. The Exit
examination subjects suggested arec Bible Krowledge,
Shorter Catechism and Contession of Faith, which three
shall be reckoned as one subject ; English Composition,
Theology (Systematic and Biblical); Hebrew and Old
Testament Cnticism and Exegesis; New Testament
Criticism and Exegesis : Apologetics, Church History,
Church Government and Homiletics. In the Exit Exami-
nation candidates may tal ¢ any four subjects at one time
and the other subjects at anotaer time.

The object of the overture is clearly the maintaining of
a good standard at the Colleges, and as such to be
welcomed. The publication of the overture in our columns
will enable the Church to discuss the whole question in all
its bearings, and as it will come up before the Synod there
will be ample opportunity to elicit the mind of the church
on the subject. Every well considered step to elevate the
scholarship of the ministry will be generally supported and
the proposition made by the Guelph Presbytery scems to
be practicable and in the right direction.

SABBATH OBSERVANCE.
THE appeal to the electors referred to by us last week
has been issued by the Alliance. Briefly it is as
follows :—

What is prohibited by the Lord's Day act as it stands
1s the doing of any wordly labor, business or work of
ordinary employment. From this prohibition there is
an exception in the following words :—*‘¢ Conveying
travellers or her Majesty’s mail by land or by water,
selling drugs and medicines and other works of neces-
sity and works of charity only excepted.”

The law as thus stated, which has been in force for
fifty-three years, the Alliance did not seek to alter, but
only sought to extend its application in the two tollowing
respects :(—

(1) That the law be not restricted to certain named
classes, as had been held by our courts, but be made
applicable to the whole community.

(=) That corporations be not exempted from the act,
as had been decided by the courts, but be made subject
to the same law to which individuals are amenable.

The purpose of these amendments was to make the
act what, as is generally acknowledged, the Legislature
originally intended it to be.

The proposals thus made the Government has
distinctly approv. | as reasonable, and the entire
Legislature has also adopted the principles underlying
the bill by reading it a second time without division.

The Alliance also asked that the Government take
steps to procure from the courts an interpretation of the
words ¢ conveying travellers."’

While the principles advocated by the Alliance have
thus met with very general approval, it 1s of the utmost
consequence to the wheole future of the Lord’s Day in
this county that the peoplc of Ontario should now elect
a House prepared to carry those principles into practical
effect. Every candidate therefore in every constituency
should be asked to declare his intention to do his part
in securing the most perfect possible legislation for the
protection of the Lord’s Day, and in particular his pro-
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mise to support the two amendments requested by the
Alliance.

Such action will very greatly strengthen the position
of those seeking to defend this greatest of our nationatl
institutions agawnst the attacks so persistently made
upon it, for it should be remembered that in this contest
the Alliance are not the aggressors. The object aimed
at, however, can only be attained by means of active
interest and vigorous effort in every constituency.

The Alliance would therefore earnestly urge the
friends of the Lord’s Day throughout all the con-
stituencius in Ontario to use their utmost endeavors in
order that all candidates for the Legislature shall be
pledged to support the amendments to the Lord’s Day
act above mentioned.

SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.

The Rev. Dr. Warden, Treasurer and General Agent
of the Church, sends us the following comparative state-
ment of receipts from the beginning of the ecclesiastical
year, 1st May, to January 31st, 1897 and 1898.

1897. 1896.
Home Migsions....coeeeees tnvinernanes $31,283,6¢ $10,882.00
Aogmentation coieeeenniins caiiiianl, 6,926.16  8,338.48
Foreign Missions........ ... .......... 48.471.27* 48 931.76°
Freach Evangelizagion................... 10,316.10  8,727.97
Pointe.aux.Trembles ... .............. . 3851.84  3,758.86
Widows and Orphana.......... ........ 2,128.55 2,174 57
Aged and Infirm Ministera. ..o esun. ..., 231328  2.766.85
Assembly Fand..... ... ......voi.... 2,768.59  2,631.01
Kaox College.eer..veiiiecannnnnnannannn 2.960.97 2,872,092
Quean’s CMogAa. .. vevieieeninnriarnnann 1,239.50  1,386.45
Presbyterian College, Montreaal,... ...... 47544 528,33
Manitoba College...vovevieeeinnnens oee 1,920.60 1,828.88

*This inolades contributions from the W.F.M.S.

Special attention is called to the fact that the Church
year now termiuates upon the 3ist., March, 2 month
earlier than formerly. This has to be borne in mind in
connection with the foregoing statement,

THE KLONDIKE MISSION.

EV. Dr. Cochrane sends an interesting letter just to
his hand from Rev. Andrew S. Grant, the last
appointed missionary to the Klondike. Mr. Grant
reports his departure from Vancouver for the north and
his prospects of meeting Mr, Dickie who is still at
Skaguay.

There is a great deal of bad blood, says Mr. Grant,
among Canadians over the conduct of Americans on
questions of customs, trade, and their aggressive policy
in claiming portions of land in Brittish Territory. The
Americans are determined to make Dyea and Skaguay
the popular route into Klondike * From what I can
learn the Stikeen route will be open in Febcuary, and
altho’ the distances from Fort Wrangle to Fort Selkirk
is much greater than from Skaguay is, yet the former
way 1s more accessible. The rush is on already. The
“City of Seattle” left Vancouver last week with over
600 passengers, many of them the otf-scourings of *he
republic. On board the ‘ Danube” we have about 400,
many of them Amernicans of the same type. I metaman
in Vancouver who has over 2000 passengers booked
from Chicago via Stikeen route for Klondike. They are
to be out-fitted at Vancouver so as to evade customs
duty. Everything is Klondike. The classes of people
going in are of such a mixed multitude, the majority so
low down in the scale of being, that it is going to make
our work very difficult. We must push the work with
vigor, in faith, since, He who sends us has all power in
Hcaven and on Earth, and His word is quick and
powerful. I have been used of God all tne way in this
work, and beyond my expectations, already permanent
work has been done. 1expect that my knowledge of
the healing art will give me access 10 many a man”

ANDREW S, GRANT.
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THE APPEAL OF THE HOME MISSION COMMITTEE.
For the Revierw,

The appeal winch the Home Misston has recently issued
is a very powerful one It emnbasizes several points to
which the attention of the Church should be directed.
Furst, attention 1s called to the fact that “ The persistent
pressure of the Foreign Mission Work for funds in past
years has wearred the Church, and it had to take aid.”
This statement will be received by many with sausfaction,
Many have telt hike sayingit but could not do so wath so much
propricty az the Home Commuttee. T'his undue pressure
of Foreign Mission Work has been felt for a long tune. The
people ha e been tavght that they have a greater responsi-
bility towards the heathen than towards their own fellow
countrymen. The motive for Foreign Mission Work, con-
trary to what has been much taught, 1s not different from
the motive which prompts to Home Mission Work. The
anthmetical motives, and those associated with the second
coming of our Lord, place the subject in a wrong hight before
the people. It 1s well that the Home Mission Committee
has spoken out so plainly on this subject.  Had it done so
sooner many thousands of the Church’s money might have
been more usclully expended. A wise advocacy of Foreign
Missions will promote Home Mission Work.

There is a second point of importance to which atten-
tion 1s called, namely, *“The help given by the Bnush
Churches.” They say, ** We cannot rely on a continuance
of Briush help.”” This s true, our appeal to the Brush
churches are not altogether just. We forget too much the
Yurden they bave 1o carry.  In the dense and poor popula-
ton of thair cities they have a Home Mission as claimant
as ours. Te collecuon taken 1n their churches for colomal
objects, comes from people in many cases not so well off
as the colonial people to whom the money 1s sent. The
British churches also have means of information as to our
affaits independent of official channels, and they display
their good sense in rebuking us for the want of judgment
displayed 10 the admustration of the work commtted to
us. We must appeal to our own people to do more for the
people at home, and the only hope of such an appeal 1s
in a revivzed spintual life 1o our congregations.  Itas to this
the church should direct her attention.  From this her
attention 1s too much drawn away to matters quite second-
ary.

7 Another point 15 noticed 1n thus appeal, that it 1s very
cncouraging to see cunung into view, I have stnven for
yeats to call attention to it.  The statement 1= made that
the low condiuon of the Funds, * has comgelled Presby-
tenics to empluy students where strong trained men were
needed.” This is a statement I rejoice to meet with,
because it shows that the committee at lengta recogomizes
these two things. 1. That a2 Home Mission Field of
intelligent enterprizing proneers s as much entitled 10 be
mimistered to by a **stroog trained man™ as a Foregn
Mission Field. 2. That while students do and have done
excellent work, they are not a substitute for ordained men,
and are not meant to be.  Hence they 10 many cases are
unsuited to the Fields to which they are sent. I trust the
Committee will press its views In this direction, until the
Church supplies ordained men fur the Home Iields, and
pays them as well and as punctually as the men abroad.
There will sull remian fur the studeats that pioncenng and
supplementary work which they have dune so well 1o the
past. Oaly with this prowisu, that it shall be recognized
both Ly the student and the church, that a students first
work 1s his studes, and that te load lum down with
Mission Woik o bus student course 1s to injure both him
and the church. A learned numstry 1s 1n such circum-
stances wmpossible. 1 trust that the Home Mission
Committee will be sustained in demanding for the Home
Field, “ strong traiced men.”

It s cheenng to think that the regime of sent.mentalism
under which our Church has been laoguishing, may sovon
give way 1o common sensc and scriptural methods in our
Church Work. D. D). McLnen.

THE ENCOURAGING GOD.
BY REV. SAMUEL SCHALES.

A Scotch journalist of repute in reporting a  certain ser-
vice, stated of the sermon that its central message nught
be conveyed by the question, * Whatsort of God isyours 2™
For any preacher to leave that inquiry crying for answer in
the nunds of his Learcrs, i1s an achievenient not small.  To
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have started it 1s a great deed ; to have made it persistent
1s a triumph. That a service should be followed by men
and women publicly yieldmg themselves io God 1s a joy
unspeakable to the preacher’s heart , that it should be fol-
lowed by any passing into the vestry or coming to his home
that they might with frankness speak their doubts and diffi-
culties, is a sign that God is with bimn, which brings strength
and tears ; but thac it should be followed by some being
led to make their own lives inquiry rooms, into which they
c.iter to question of their souls with seriousness concerning
Ged, is not amongst the ** visible resul.. ¥ of his ministry.
And when the preacher has returned from his work in quiet
faith that his message, which was from God cannot have
been in vain, or, perhaps, humbled and depressed at his
apparent failure, some there may be in sccret places, with
shame and penitence, pleading before God, whom they
have forgotten, and others may be gaining to themselves
vigour and victory as they recall the heartening and refresh-
g presentment of God which the preacher gave, and
some sweet souls may be repeating  bis word of help at the
bedside of the sick, or even cheering those ‘of death
afraid,” and in not a few letters of the succeeding week to
distant son or troubled friend may be found his sentences
inserted with the silent prayers of yearning hearts. Every
faithful ministry hath large and gracious rcsults not now
known to the preacher, but preserved for his reward in the
records of God. Thus shall this talk on the eacouraging
God begin with an effort of encouragement to God's
speakers themselves.

It is well that a man should put to himself the question,
*What sort of 2 God1s mme?” and give honest answer.
Heace might come a discovery of shame. an experience of
humbling, a vision of holiness at which the soul would
thrill with joy and glow with grautude, and gather strength
for all the ways of lfe. Ak 1t now, my brother, “ Whnat
sort of God 1s mine?”  ** What 1s God to me ?”

There are conditions of iife, and moods of spint under
which it is fiting and necessary that a man should concawve
of Gud and endeavor to realise Him unde: some defimite
and special relation.  To the bereaved and sorromng He
is the Gud of all comfort. To the trumphing and exultant
Leliever He is the Heavenly Father.  To whom will He be
the encoutaging God ? How will He smpart encourage-
ment? What encouragement will He give? One might
turn to many places ot Scripture and find answers. With
diligence and 1w0sight one might find answers, too, i un-
suspected places.  One 1s sometimes startled and enraptur-
ed to find himself looking into the face of God, where at
other umes seemed only 2 statement of lustoty, an up-
spintual record.

Ia one experience of the hero Gideon we may see and
hear with a clearncss to bring satisfaction of heart the pres-
ence and voice of the encouraging God. It was 1o the
night when God gave lum cummand to make attack upon
the Midiamites. A remembrance of the circumstances wiil
impress une with the sore need io which Gideonstood of
encouragement, and a consideration of them may bnng
knowledge to us of the heart and ways ot God. It may be
that in some Lrue sense his circumstances have resemblance
in yours. If so, mayest thou not look to the unchanging
God for encouragement too? To Gideon had come a ime
of great and regeated disappeintment, Not long before he
had had a marshalled host of thirty-two thousand men
under him, a worthy and likely instrument of war, he nught
well deus. Then came a word from God to give opportun-
ity for the fearful and afraid to rcturn home, and no fewer
than twenty-two thousand moved off in cowardice. So
great would be the suir that to Gideon's alarmed eyes the
whole army might scem to be disbanding. Whiic yet the
shoch of that disappointment had scatce passed, he recerv-
cd a second dwvine word ordering the strange sifung at the
water's edge.  Then was scen the seemingly disastrous out-
come, and three huadred men only were reserved 10 him.
A paltry company to liberatc 2 nation! O mau! hast
thou been circumstanced so? Is it at this day that thy
forces of life have been reduced, and schemes have failed
in the very beginning, and men have deserzed thee, and
losses have come, and thy thirty-two thousand have been
brought down to a pitiful three hundred? Art though
even now luoking upon a mere remnaot of what hfe but
a latle while agy sarrounded thee wuh 2 1s ut thy ume
of disappointment 2

Further, in Gideons expenience had come a ime of
multiphed difficuly.  Bencaih lum 1o the valiey lay the foe
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one huadred and thirty five thousand strong—and to be
attacked by threc hundred! The situation is absurd,
tragical ! Surely down on those slopes can come nothing
but defeat. Is it thus with thee? Whea thou dost look
dowa the slopes of thy to-morrows, are they occupied and
filled with difficulties not imagined, but real? Is thy life a
grim outlook into struggle ? And hopeless struggle does it
seem ?  Is it thy time of difficulty?

Yet more. To Gideon had come an hour demanding
decision.  Whether flight in dishonour, or attack in faith
must be decided that night. And how great the 1ssues !
\Who shall say what temptations crowded against the hero’s
soul at that great moment? Aud has it come to thee to
make decisions whose outcomes shall change all thy years 2
Is it the supreme decision thou art urged to make? Is
there a divine hand upon thee, and a divine voice pleading
with theeto dectde—to decide for the living Christ?  Aund
are there temptations 2 Is it thy time of decision ?

To Gideon, God spoke opportuncly and with encour-
agement. We may casily blunder in our attempts at
encouraging, speaking soft words when edged words shuuld
be said. We may misread character and be ignorant of
circumstances ; but God is unerring. If it is thy time of
disappointment, or of difficulty, or of deasion, it is God's
time of encouragiog.

A wistful soul would learn in what manner the encour-
aging God will aid. The divine encouragement hath its
mode. How then will God deal with one so circumstanced
as Gideon? Does God sec the pallor on the brave man's
cheek, and mark the trembling of his lip when He bids him
to get down to the opposing host?  Will He speakh with
harshness and contempt?  Will e chide? Listen, * It
thou fear to go down.” O word of tenderness ©  God hath
understanding, and sympathy, and iofinite tact. We, io
our littleness and stupidity, might criticise Gideon in his
hesitancy and shrinking, and charge him to remember how
signally and wonderfully God had respunded to his tests
when He called him to this campaign. We might ask him
in wounding tone whether he had forgotten so soon the
drenched fleece and the dry, that now he should grow white
at the word to attack? If we are in search of any whom
to criticise and condemn, let us but look each man within
himself. Qur ways with eack other are not God's ways with
us. Hearken then to what God said to this man in his
time of varied and severc trial, and learn the mode of the
Divine encouragement. *“Go thou with Phurah (mark,
‘‘with Phurah,” God doth enter into the detail of things)
thy servant down to the host.”” Here is a plain direction,
an authoritative word. ‘* And thou shalt hear what they
say, aod afterwards shall thine hands be strengthened to go
down unto the host.” Here is a clear promise, 2 pledged
word. This, then, is Gud's mode. Ife gives to men His
word of direction to be obeyed, and His word of promise
to be trusted. To the man in distress for sin He saith,
*“ Him that comcth to Mg, I willin no wise cast out.” To
the man in anquiet of life He saith, * Come unto Me . .

and I will give you rest.” For the man in perplexity
of circum.,tances He hath had it written, © In all thy ways
acknuwlidge Him, and He shall d.rect thy paths.” For
the man fainting beneath hi; life-l,ad Iic hath given the
word, ** Cast thy Lurden on the Lord, He wil! sustaie thee.”
To the maa lhoking on amid his life hardships to the rest
that remaiaeth, He saith, * He that endureth to the end
shall be saved.” Thus through words of plain direction to
be vbeyed, and through words of precious promise to be
delivered, doth the divine encouragement come And
G.deun had his reward that night, when accompanied by his
scrvant, he stealthily trod down the hillside on his expedi
tion of reconaoitre, which was also ao expedition of faith ;
and in a place of secrecy listened to the strong voice of the
Midianite sentry breaking through the hushed darkness as
he told to his fellow without interruption his curious drcam
of the tumbling cake of barley bread, and the levelled tent.
It is for us also to catch the message brought to Gideon
through a foeman’s dream and itsinterpretation.  Our God
is wonderful in His working and strange sometimes are the
sources whence He brings to His children counsel and up-
lift. "The dream may teach the holy truths which are the
contents of the divine encouragement. Irom it Gideon
would learn that God was ahead of bim in His arrange-
ments of Providence, paralysing with apprehensions the
dreaded foe. And so is God before us. There would be
heart of strength within us were we but firm in faith hat
God was in the morrow and in all the morrows till shall
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dawn the day which is everlasting, and kath no morrcw.
Doth uot our God go beforc us ?  And Gideon would gein
assurance that God was above him in the sublimity of His
purpose. And is not the sky of God’s unfaltering purpose
that under which we walk 7 It is our Father's good pleasure
to give us the kingdom. Ifis purpose is as s'able as His
throne. Our God is not unmindful  Is He not above us?
To Gideon would come the truth tha. God wozld be with
him an invincible strength. Aund it God were with him it
could not matter how many Midianites and Amalekites
were against him  Aud are we not to be brought oft more
than conquerors ?  Is not our God with us? Gideon’s
blood was stirred and warmed with the revival in him of
these great truths, the preparing God ahead, the purposeful
God above, the powerful God accompanying and indwell-
ing. Can any wonrler now that he returned with swiltness,
and zeal, and cheer to summon lus men to the contest
which must be victory. And shall not we, having such a
God, go forward into our life with brave and cheerful heart,
confident that through Him w~ shall pass from victory unto
victory ?  Veriily, He is the encouragi~ God.

THE MINISTER'S DEBT.

Justice Brewer, of the Supreme Court of the United
States, in his suggestions to the ministry from the viewpoint
of a layman, thus refers to a very practical aud siguificant

oint :

P It may seem harsh and hard, and yet I must say that
those beautiful words commencing, * Behold the lilies of
the fi2ld ; they toil not, neither do they spin,” have misled
many a preacher. They have suggested to him, and been
a suggestion influenciog his life, that somehow or other he
is exempt from the control of the ordinary laws of business
and that, because he is as he fanctes the special servant of
the Most High, he may disregard those laws and still escape
the consequences of such disregard. While he may cot
formulate in his own mund the process of reasoning, his
argument practically is this, * that while confessedly the age
of miracles has passed, that of special providences still
exists and it is a good equivalent. While the Almighty may
not sead ravens to bring me food when I am hungry, while
He may not strike the dead rock to opeo living streams of
water when I am thirsty, yet as He cares for the liliesso He
cares for me, and that as I am ergaged specially in His
work I may trust Him to provide all that my life or the life
of my family may, according 10 my judgement, require.’
But the truth is special providences seldom come to him
who secks to trade in them. They never can be depended
upon for the payment ¢f debts. You ate not authorized to
write the Lord’s name as endorser on any note you give to
the man from whom you have purchased your library, or
piano, or horse and buggy. 1t you want to give full play to
the matter of special providences trust the Lord to bring
the thing you need, and never trust Him to furpish the
moncy to pay for that which you think you need and there-
fore have bought. Trust Him to provide the piano you
think your daughter’s musical education requires, rather
than trust Him to provide the money to pay for it after you
have bought it. He may think that your delay in putting
your trust in Him presents a case which He may well leave
outside the reach of special providences. It does not add
to the power of your preaching or the influence which you,
ai a man, cxercise in the community to have the grocer or
the butcher saying that your bills are harder to collect than
those of the saloon keeper, or the woman who keeps a house
of entertainment not for man or beast, but for beasts of meo.
And cven the patient members of your own congregation,
who, most of them, are apt to have somethiog of carth in
their makc-up, often get wearied, unreasonably though it
may seem, of waiting tor the payment of their bills. I do
not mean to intimate by these words of advice that all
preachers act in this way, or evcn that it is a2 common
habit. Still there is enough of it to make it worthy of
notice.”

FILIAL CONFIDENCE.
BY C H., WETHERBE

It is a very reasonable proposition that Christian
parents should so conduct themselves before their
children that the children will have confidence in them.
This seems to be sclf-evident enough, but as a fact there
are Christian parents who so live in the sight of their
children that the latter do not have confidence in them.
They do not have confidence in the promises of their
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parents, or at leastin one of them, it may be. ‘s does
not necessarily signify that cither the tather or mother
will dehiberately tell falsehoods to the children. The
trouble in many cases is, there is carelessness in making
promises. ‘The father, let us say, wi!l carcles:sly promise
to do a certain thing for this child if *he child will do a
certain thing or behave better than usual. Then the
child will do his part, but the father has perhaps let the
promise pass out of s mind, or possibly he afterwards
concludes that he is under no special obligation to do as
he promiszd, seeing that it is only his child to whom he
made the promuse. At any rate, he fails tc tulfill his
promise. But no parent can do such a thing many
times without having his children lose all confidence in
his word. It is sad to relate it, but it 1s a fact that even
the children of some munisters have lost confidence in
their father's word, just because the father has been very
negligent about doing what he said he would do for
them. It would a thousand times be better, both for
the minister and his child, to make no promises at all
than to make even one and not faithfully fulfill it. It
has come to a sad pass when the children of Christian
parents have lost confidence in their word and with it
their character, and if the children have lost confidence
in their parents how can the parents expect that others
who have close dealings with them will long have
corfidence in them? We can do good to people only as
they have confidence in us. Many a Christian’s
influence is powerless for good just because those around
them have lost confidence in them. As for our children,
let us so live that they may have full confidence in us.
—North and est.

The Midland hits the nml on the head when it says:
1 We do not want sermons for publication. They are
too long and the style of a sermon is different from the
style of a newspaper article. Very few sermons, indeed,
are readable. The same is true of addresses. That
which delights and impresses hearers may be dry znd
insipid to readers. Please do not request good sermons
for publication in The Afidland. Our readers do not
want them. DBut we and our readers do want parts of
sermons rewritten for our paper. \Why do not more of
our ministers embody in short articles, written for
publication, some of the valuable thoughts of their
sermons? \When a new idea bas been discovered or
developed, when an old thought has been expressed in
a new way or has received a new illustiation, why not
do good to all men, at least to several thousand men
besides women and children who read our paper and not
merely to a few score who hear the sermon? We wish
that many more of our ministers would benefit our
readers and ourselves by wantting extracts from their
sermons, Why do not the people say to their pastor,
« That was a good point in your sermon, why don't
you send it to The Midland ?” Many excellent articles
in church papers are a recasting ot parts of sermons.
Why not help others with a good thought ?

A Pathetic story attaches to a gospel now pub-
liched in Matabele by the British and Foreign Bible
Society, says Zhe Church Missionary Intelligencer of
Loandon. * M. Thomas, who had once been connected
with the London Missionary Society, and was working
in Matabeieland, made a translation of the New Testa-
ment, which he completed the day on which he was
attacked by an iliness of which he died. During his
last hours he was much troubled by fears lest his work
should be in vain. His wife, to comfort him, undertook
to have the translation printed. She drew out of the
bank the sum of, £, 100, the savings of her lifetime, and
with it had printed five hundred copies of the book.  Of
course, since there was no one in the printec’s office who
knew the language, many mistakes were made. Mrs,
Thomas gave away fifteen copies, and three were sold.
The rest were stored at Shiloh, her husband’s mission-
station. During the revolt the Matabeleles stole these
copies and used them as headgear. A friend of the
Bible Society in Natal heard of all this, obtained what
is probably the only remaining copy of the version, and
sent 1t home. The Bible Society agreed to purchase
the copyright, and prcpose to issue a tentative edition
of one of the gospels, and will proceed with the revision
of the whole of the New Testament if competent scholars
pronounce it to be advisable.”

UNDER THE EVENING LAMP.

PAINTER AND POET
To one God gave shie brush, to one the pen,
And theirs tho blest endeavor to impars
Ia rhymo and color to the world of men
Some of the lovolinces of Nature’s heart,

EVENTIDE.

Mullet, a French artist of renown, use.] to say to his
students: ‘* Theendof thedayisthe proofofa picture.”
Not in the gush and glare ot the morning light, not in
the flare and flame of blazing noon, but in the sober and
serene illumination of the end of day, are the fine effects
of art and genius, in the delicate tintings and traceries
of the painting, which give it its real quality and
character, best seen.

The portrait, which would be rejected in the splendor
of morning or of noon, when its finer characterizations
would be obliterated in the flood of day, might command
unqualified approval in the environment of evening light,
The landscape, which would not bear the overflow of
sunshine, might stand forth impressively with clear out-
lines of woodland and river and bold mountain cliff in
the mellower hues ot the decline of day.

This which is true in art and in nature is true in life.
The end of the day is the proof of conduct. The end of
life is the evidence of character. ;We cannot judge of
men from what they seem to be in the flush and folly of
youth, or in the care and wear of middle life. Thereis
a serexer time, a more decisive period. When the
morning has faded, when the glory has become dimmed,
when the outlines of character are clear and statuesque,
at the end of day, then we can see what men are. ‘At
evening time there shall be light.”

The sober end of the year is such an evening time, a
time tor self-review. In the solemn close of another of
those periods by which our life is measured, when the
events of the earlier months and the changes of the
months that have followed, have given new aspects to
life, and when we hear in the tones of dying knells the
prophecy of our hastening dissolution, then we are in
the right attitude to get the correct view of ourselves,
to carefully notice the picture which time is inevitably
photographing of themselves on the negatives which
are to reproduce us in the eternal galleries of the future,
In the steady, unwavering light of the old year's evening,
when every true soulis sobered, when the glamour of
pleasure and of business is removed, we are in those
conditions which will throw the strongest light upon our
conduct and bring into clearest relief our real character,

In the steady light of the year's ending, what conclu-
sion can we reach as to our personal position? Turning
the illumination in upon our very selves, what is the
proof of the picture? Has the past year been one of
gain or of loss ? Has the past of life been such that we
can look upon it with satisfaction or only with gloomy
reflection? Have we reason to weep with burning tears
over the dreadful waste, or can we truly feel that we
have made some sure progress heavenward?

Henry 1V, once asked the Duke of Alva if he had
noticed the eclipse that had recently occured? That
busy and bloody duke replied : **I have so much todo
on earth, that I have no time to look up to heaven.”
Would something Jike that be our answer to the self-
interrogatory as to our looking to heaven or being
influenced by the realities of heaven? Have we had so
much to do on earth, with the little things that have
occupied and absorbed us, that we have lost sight of
eternal things, of God, of our Saviour, of the welfare of
our souls, of the responsibilities to which we are certainly
held?

When Julius Hare was dying in the rectory of Hurst-
monceaux, his last clear words are said to have been
remarkable. As he lay there so feeble, they asked him
how he would hke to be removed. In a voice more
distinct and strong thanit had been for several days, and
with his eyes turned toward heaven, and with a look of
indescribable brightness, he said : ‘¢ Upward, upward.”

So living ana dying should we be moved. Our con-
versation should be in heaven. Qur treasures should be
laid up on high. We, hke pilgrims, with no backward
look, with the cager intensity of aspirants for crowns,
should press forward and upward uill we reach the rest
and reap  the reward.—New York Obscroer,




.owte .

LS S o RIS N A

The Presbyterian Review 691

LOOKS INTO BOOKS.

EvoLutiorat Emiics axp ANnuan Psvenioroay,” By E. P. Bvanas.
$§1556. Apploton & Co, Publishors, Now York.

"This book exhibits on the part of the author a commendable
industry in bringiog togother a great number of facts and incidents,
which are Intended to illustrate tho subject undor consideration.
But it cannot be eaid, that his industry is rowarded by the demon-
atration of any truth that is pertinent to the subject, Theroisa
manifeat want of approhonsion of what ovolution tn its proper sonso
means, Many of the statements mado na indicating an ovolution
havo no relstion whatovor to such a process, aud mony v linary
incidents ~f animal lifo or national habite, which require no pro-
found explanation to underatand them, are sct down as ovidences of
ovolution. Then again incidents are related to sustain the evelu-
tional idea which indicato on tho part of tho wrniter not only a miu-
apprehension of the meaning of ovolution, but which show a degree
of jgnornnce and misconception that are extraordinary in sucha
writer. For examplo ho statos that ** quite recently a Frenchman
and his wife who wero attending & thoatre in London, going to an
cating houso in the neighborhood, wero attacked by several persons
of the lower class and severely beaten.  Tho srole provocation to this
sudden assault was that thoy spohoa fareign tonguo.” This he aays
**iu atill tho mental attitudo of the cockaoy’ ote. Thisis toillustrate
tho persistenco of the othics of tribal society among tho lower
classes in Evgland. Again, ** It would scom,” ho says** that even at
this late day a man may be her British Majesty’s firat munister (he
rofers to Lord Salisbury) and yet entertain tho notion which pro-
vailed in the days of Warren Hastings, and still lingers among the
subalterns of the colonial servico that an Kast Indiau is a nigger.”
Again, *“ Jeaus Himself evidently nover intended to break away
from Judaism and to becoms tho founder of a new religion,” But
it would be a waste of timo to refer to the mauy absurd and
irrelevant statements with which he professed to support his
position. So far as dealing with ovolution is concernod on the
points to which he refors, the book is of no valuo whatever. Thero
occasionally also appears that Americanisa in its statements, which
regards every other nation as behind tho United States in othical
devolopment.

No one who knows anything of the subject he deals with would
spend time in its perusal. It may amuse and cntertain the igaorant
but it will not instract them. It is, as wo have soen, a monument
of the Author’s industry. He has_ovideatly travelled ovor a wide
field to find what he supposed were illustrations of his subject. It
is another instance, of which there are many in recent years, of the
misapplication of tho term cvolution, and of the manner in which
men will.find the commonest facts to support what they suppose to
be u profound scientific principle. Evolution is a law according to
which nature proceeds, but it requires a more thorough understand-
ing of it than the author manifests to apply it intelligently to the
aubjects he deals with,

Wo could not commend the book as of any service to a student,
and it would, we think, only be 1ead by any one who had no other
book to accupy his time with.

Sapre Turvsts AT Fage Tuouvenr. Br Rgv. W. W. Walker.

Price 75cts. Toronto, William Brigge.

Thisbook, as ita title implies,is writton in defence of Christianity.
It does vot, however, cover the whols ground of this department
intheology. It confinca itself rather to the negativo task of meet.
ing some of the objections that have been urged agaiast Scripture.
Within thess limits tho author shows himself a fearless and
vigorous defender of the faith. Tho work is entirely popularin
character and purpose. The author in cffect atates this in his pre-
face. The well read student of apologetics will find nothing cew in
any one of ita chapters and will bo disappointed that 80 much
space has in some instances been devoted to trifling objections
which havo been ¢ time and again, while some of tho more zerious
which are now engrossing tho attention of Biblical students have
boen discussed vory carsorily, if not altogether overlooked. For
those, however, who do not nced to go far into apologetical
questions—those indeed for whom it is intended—tho work should
prove instractive and stimulatiog. Tho book is divided into two
parts of five chapiors cach, the first mecting objections that have
boen urged against the Old Festament, and tho accond objections
that have been urged against the New. Tho titles of these
chaptors indicats tho contents of tho Look. In tha first part aro
the following chapters: 1. The Teachivg of the Ientateuch
Vindicated; 1I. The Delugo and tho Passago of the Red Sea; 111,
Joshua as a soldicr, the Tel el Amaran Tablets, and the Theocracy
of Isracl ; IV. Scienco and tho Bible, and the Immortality of the
soul ; V. Testimony to tho Genuincness of prophecy. In the
atcond part aro theao: 1. The Teatimony to the Genuinencas of thoe

Gospels, tho Daoteino of the "Tcinity, aad of tho latermdi-ito Stato;
IL. Tho Doctrine of the Rosurrection ; 1II. Tho Moeaniug, Iixorciee
and Triumph of Faith; 1V, Rogoneraticr as sot forth in the
writings of St. Paul; V. Failuro of Infidelity and Victory of

Christianity.

Axproyike. By 8tophanos Thoodorus Xenos, ‘Icanalated from
tho Greck by 'cof. Edwin A. Grosvonor, suthor of ** Constanti-
nople.” 12mo, oloth, §1.60. Boston, Roberts Brothors,

No other book, whethor of desctiption, travel or pure romance,
offers go faithful and completo & picture of Greek lifo to.day. We
cannot apoak Loo highly of tho skilful plan upon which his work is
arrangod, or of tho clear and lucid atylo in which it is writton. It
is a romance of love and advonture, with its sconce laid in Grocco.
As tho plot dovolops, tho roader seoms treading Greok soil, breath-
ing Greek air, aud liviog among tho Greoks. ‘I'hough Andronike
tho hervino, Thrasyboulos hor lover, and tho renegade Barthakas,—
the ovil govius of tho story, —aro actors in tho Greek rovolution of
1521, they might be reckoned characters of to.day. That rovolu.
tion, with ite minglod heroiam and shame, does not differ groatly
from this last war, itself an opisode in the censeloss atruggle
botween the Christian and the Mussulinan, the Greek and tho Turk.
This story is a succession of instantancous photographs, revealing,
with photographic acouracy, phases of life in tho Balkan poninsula.
The author has had enough oxperience to be able to describe this
lifo from the pownt of view of an cye-witness. The toxt tells the
atory 1n dircet classic style that, to the child reader, 18 simple to
underatand, and to the older reader is cxquisito in roserved strength.

‘Tux Curist oF YrsreRDAY, To-DAY, AND ForevER. By Ezca Hoyt
Byington, D.D., Member of tho American Society of Cnurch
Hiatory. Roberta Brothers, Boston.

This book which is dedicated **to the three churches which it
has been my privilege to sorve’ coosists of a serics of sermons
preachod in thess threo New England pastorates. Dr. Byioglon
will ba rememberod as the author of ** The Puritan iv Fogland and
New Eoglaod” an oxceedingly attractive volume upon Puritan
thought and Puritan life which received most favorable criticisms,
The author in his preface oxpresses the object of these sermons in
defining what the preaching for the twentieth century must do.
It must, firet, deepon the senss of personal frocdom and responsi.
bility ; it must, aecondly, set forth the glad tidiugs of peace, pardon,
and eternal lifo; and it must, in the third place, be adapted to
relieve the difficulties of those who are oppressed by hoaest doubt.
Heo well says that ¢ men need to bo taught the aweet reasonableness
of the Gospel, as well as its divine origin, that they may magoify
tho love and grace of God.” Such a volume as thisis one of the
hopeful signs of tho times, indicating as it docs how many pastors
inspired by the new life are endeavoring to ministur to it in the
now apirit,

MAGAZINES.

Tho Presbyterian Quarterly of the Southern church after making &
vain attempt to popularizo itself and greatly increaso its circulation
by reducing its prico has returned to the old figuro of $3.00 a year,
zetaining still the old aize and form. ‘'L'he articles in the January
number aro all interesting ;and nonoe of thom too long. D- Moors
discusses ** Tho larael Tablet of Merneptah”; Dr. Flonrnoy gives
an account of *The Diutessaron of Tatian and its Lvidential
Value” ; Dr. Turnbull asmerts the importance of ¢ Preaching with
Authority ” Dr. DeBain vindicates the *‘ Imprecatory 1'e lme” ;
De. Reed gives an ** Analysis of Cooke’s Historic Episvopate’
I. A1, Mecklin gives an account of tho ¢ Parsonncl of the \West-
minster Assembly *’; Dr Titzer furnishes a statement of the
¢ Premillenariaa View of tho Lord’s Return ; and Dr. Nicolassen
discusses tho ¢ Logia of Jesua.” A limited quaatity of book
reviows clozes tho number.

The Preacher's Magazine for February, contains ite accustomed
rich and varied contents. Tho sermon by Rev. 8. Parkes Cadman
is of commanding merit, and one by Rov. Androw Murray is of
marked devotional spirit. Excollent pictures of the authors are
prioted in connection with the sermone. ¢ The Story of the Royal
Procession,” by Rov. Mark Guy Dcarse, is incisivo and evangelical.
A missionary sermon by Dr. Thoburn Macguo, and a aoldicr’a
scrmon by Msjor J. B. Ketchum, are stimulstiog. There is a
flood-tide of most aidful and thought inspiring ** Homiletics,”
‘¢ Serving tho Lord,” by Rov. John 8. Simon ; * The Two Waya,’,
by Lowis J. Carter ; and *“ Joyful Nows,” by Rov. Bamuel Oliver,
all are full of vigor. Outlines from the DBook of Proverbs on
temperance, by Rev. Robort Browin, ¢ Seed Thoughts,” by Rev.
William Lee, and other skotches enhanco tho value of this issuo,
A now and winsomo department appears ontitled ¢ Preachers and
proaching.” Other coticlos aro to be found in this always wolcomg
magazine.
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FIFTY YEARS AGO.

BY DOUIGLAS DUNCANSON,
For the Review

I
IE HOME-COMING,

It was » lovely home to which Kennethson brought
his youthtul bnide, but the deep regard that can alone
make such moments clothed all its appointments in a
mantle of beauty and gave to each a charm that mere
art aud costliness can never bestow. The whole was
the product of unskilled hands, but to the heartlit eyes of
her whose spirit was to brood over it during the swiftly
passing years it seemed a retreat abounding in attrac.
tiveness. Her words were quite sincere when, half to
herself, she was heard to say during that first evening,
** What a happy, cosy spot.”

It was one of those dwellings common enough
through-out the country fifty years ago, the walls made
of hewed logs dovetailed at the corners and the roof
covered with hand-made shingles manufactured iu the
nearest cedar swamp. The whole, however, represent-
ed very considerable labour, every piece of timber having
been selected, prepared and placed in its position with
much care. It took Kennethson, with occasional help
from his neighbours, the greater part of the winter to
prepare the matirial and several days were required to
finish the walls. From this it followed that every log
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the records of the walls above him. Nor would he be
allowe] to give an abridged version as weariness some-
times prompted him todo. The attempt would be sure
to bLring a reminder from some alert memory, ¢ Yes,
but father, you did not-tell us how you carricd Duncan
Dcuglas to his shanty and the number of places at which
you rested because of your load,” or ¢ you did not tell
us how you left your cradling to ask the neighbours to
the bee for reaping James Campbell's harvest,” or “'you
did not tell us how rhe elm tree for the plate in falling
threw back a huge limb that struck off your cap and
how the memory of your escape would make you sick
at heart for weeks after.” Little wonder if Kennethson
would sometimes turn upon his questioners with assumed
impatience and say, **1 wish that we were living in a
liouse without a history built of plain recordless brick
and mortar.”

The building had only three windows, one in the
west gable and two in the south side, These admitted
oaly the dim hallowed light that poets speak of and that
worshippers of a certain quality demand in their teraples.
In one of the windows downstairs a carefully selected
shingle occupied the place intended for a pane of glass.
While making his purchases Kennethson found that he
had only sufficient money to secure twenty-nine panes
instead of thirty, the result was that hating credit as
much as an Indian of that Jay hated work a shingle
was temporarily fitted into the thirthieth space where it
remained, however, for five and twenty years, but not
without its penalty for every dawning intelligence

and cvery corner had its own associated incidents, -that period must hear unnumbered times from parent
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humorous and serious, so that in a social condition so far
removed from the artificial that the felling of a tree, or
the breaking in of an ox, or the killing of a stag,
provided material for prolonged hearty conversation.
The four walls became to the rising generation a hic ory
as interesting as any that has since been written fu. the
instruction and entertainment of youth. **In hauling
from the bush that heavy maple, third from the bottom,
the hungry oxen dashed against a frozen root breaking
the yoke and thus securiog for themselves a speedy
though not very graceful retreat to the friendly straw-
stack.” * While hewing that cedar, second from the
top, Duncan Douglas struck his glancing axe into his
foot so that the rest of the lingenng winter was spent
within doors.” ** While fitting the front * plate® into
its place James Campbell losing his balance was thrown
to the giound breaking lus ieft leg and makiog him
dependent upon his neighbours for the gathering in of
the year's harvest.”

Many a time Jdid Kennethson re-read these stories to
his urgent and cunious children listening with open-eyed
admiration. For he told a good story and under differ-
ent crcumstances might have proved a valuable contri-
butor to the hight hiteratute columns of the press. At
the southeast corner of the house, the lowest piece of
timber which was partly embadded 1n the earth was
aliowed to project some eighteen inches. Secated on
this projection Kennethson might often be found of a
summer's evening resting from the toil of he day. Oa
such occasions, fitting moments for musiog on the past
he might be heard deciphering for the hundredth time

lips the history of the stranger pane at least until the
elder born were able to tell the tale unto the younger,
and perhaps not without its reward for it was an ever
present injunction backed by a father’s authority,
demandinog that the expenditure be not allowed to break
beyond the lines of income,

The only door opencd into a porch that facing
towards the east afforded protection from the raw south
winds of winter and the biting west winds. The lintel
stood only six feet above the floor, this made it neces-
sary for all above the medium stature to reduce their
perpendicular proportions in passing through, and, as
many of those who were wont to pay their respects at
that fireside were not accustomed to bow themselves in
the presence of anything seen, the rejquirements of the
occasion often resulted in humorous situations. Ken-
nethson, himself, was only of medium height and so was
able to malke his entrance and exit without changing his
usual beariog, this made it all the mere amusing for his
little flock to see the various expedients to which others
resorted in their painful efforts to reduce their attitude.
Days when some unusual work required a large increase
of help were specially fruitful of mirth derived from this
svurce. Oansuchcccasionsasthe dinner hour approached
you might see a youthful group gathering at some point
of vautage from which unobserved themselves they
could sce the stalwart throng hastily enteriog for the
mud day meal. Any unseemly display of merry-making
was restrained by the fear of yarental displeasure but a
mental inventory would be mude of all the ducking, and
dipping, aud nodding, and bowing, and bending of the
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hour, in this way a store would be laid up that would
provide untold amusement for days to come, for in child-
hocd as 10 subsequent years the exigencies of othersare
often the occasion of much mirth only that in childheod
these must not be too painful.

A partition divided the interior into two apartments,
one a bed.room, the other a parlor, sitting-room,.and
kitchen, though prevailingly kitchen. The furniture
was the product of Kennethson’s own many sided skill
with the exception of the chairs which has been secured
from the nearest village and which had been selected
with prophetic insight with an eye to endurance, for
a few years a stone fire-place stood at the cast end of
the last mentioned room, but as its-imperfect construc-
tion proved a standing menace there was substituted a
stove, which through the care that prolonged the life of
everytiiing useful within these walls, endured the wear
for forty years, roasting more meat, baking more bread
and scorching more wet mitts and stockings on little
hands and feet, than any other stove in the country.

It is most evident theref~re that this home-coming
was not into luxury but iato a condition where only the
very necessaries of comfort were provided, The satis-
faction that it gave from the beginning shows therefore
that happiness does nov consist in costly splendor and
luxurious expenditures but in a healthy mind and heart
agluw with a worthy regard. Moreover the expansion
in different directions from these humble beginnings
that marked the course of the passing ycars makes it
evident that the nation blessed with frequent home-
comings of such a sort will continue to dwell in peace
and prosperity.

Colin Kennethson and Anna Maclegan were not at
this stage of life acquaintances of a few days, they had
known each other irom childhood, having spent their
earlier years in two adjacent Highland Glens separated
by a moor some five miles wide. Through a variety of
family relationships social and otherwise, the young
people were thrown much together with the result that
an undying attachment was formed on the part of young
Kennethson and which was not repulsed though not at
first encouraged on the part of his young friend. For
years he continued to pay his visits beyond the moor
and for years these visits were kindly though not respon-
sively received. It was only after crossing the ocean
lying between their earlier and later home that the
regard became sufficicntly mutual ta unite the two lives
into one and that happy end was gained through one of
those frequent tragedies unknown to the world and yet
so bigwith destiny,

Kennethson's youngest brother, Roderick, was
drowned. On a blustering October afternoon he and a
party of acquaintances were returning home in one of
those seaworthy sail-boats so frequently seen opn the
lakes in those early days and so frequently made use of
by the sturdy pioneers in their movements along the
shore, all went well enough uwntil about sunset when a
heavy squall bore down upon them capsizing the boat
and throwing its occupaats into the cold angry waters,
with skilful management the disaster might have been
averted. There were several on board who knew the
duties of such an occasion, but there were others who
did not or werc incapable of putting their knowledge
into practice. The party who held the sails, naturally
of a slow intellect, and at that time made still mote
mentally 1nactive through the fumes of much liquor,
instead of easing the ropes when the wind struck held
them fast 1n an unyielding grip, the result was that
before thie helm could sufficiently empty the sails the
boat was swep over past recovery.

Roderick Kennethson being a powerful swimmer
could have easily saved hiiuself either by making for the
shore, which was not far distant, or by securing a place
on the upturned buat as the others did, but he spent his
strength i rescuing those, who left to their own
resources would have sutcly perished. He had succeed-
ed n sccuring the safety of two such and was fighting
his way back witha tlurd when a huge wave broke
upon them sweeping both beyond hope.

(To be continueld.)

Every man is the best worker for the cause at large
who is the truest and most faithful worker for the
narrower field within which his lot is cast.

693
THE HOME CiRCLE.

TRIFLES OF LIFE.
Wreitten for the Revieso,

It is not only mighty deods,
That brinyg us joy or sorrow :
But overy little kindly act,
\Will cheer us for tho morrow,
A loving word, a gontlo thought
For othora who are lozely,
Will chase away the toars, with amiles,
Aund 81l them with joy, only.

It is not only heavy griof
‘I'hat bows us down with sorrow,
But hittle alights, and unkiad words,
Both clull us for tho morrow.
A oruel word, a spiteful deed,
Will cast ita shadow o'or us,
So let the sunrshino of our smiles
Mako over; heart adore us.

T. Bruck CARRY.,

HERE AND THERE, A GEN..

IHigher thau fear and stronger that fate
Aro love and faith that patiently wait.

Nature has given to men une tongue, but two ears,
that we may hear from others twice as much as we
speak.—Epicetus.

* So many boro, so many died to.day"—
Thousands of angola passing up and down ;

They come to us, they ygo to wear their orown,
And keop ‘twixt heaven and earth an opon way.

—M. Elizabeth Crouse,

There is nothing faith cannot make noble when it
touches it, You need not say 1 want to get away from
my daily business or from my domestic concerns in
order to show my faith, No, no, stop wkere you are and
show it.—D. L. Moody.

0 think not, if thou art not called to work
In mission fields of somo {ar distant climo,
That thine is no grand mission. Every deed
That comos to theo in God’s allotted time
Is just the groatest deed that thine could be,
Siace God's high will appoiateth it to thee.

—Auns Temple.

Great occasions do not make heroes or cowards ;
they simply unveil them to the eyes of men. Silently
and imperceptibly, as we wake or sleep, we grow and
wax strong, we grow and wax weak ; and at last some
crisis shows us what we have become.—~Canon Westcott.

THE BOND OF PERFECTION.

Love is the greatest thing that God can give us, for
Himself is love, and it is the greatest thing we can give
to God, for it will also give ourselves, and carry with it
alt that is ours. The apostle calls it the bond of
perfection. Itis the old, and it is the new, anditis
the greater commandment, and it is all the command-
ments ; for it is the fulfilling of the law. It does the
work of al! other graces without any instrumeaut but its
own immediate virtue. For as the love to sin makes a
man sin against all his own seasun, and all the discourses
of wisdom, and all the advices of his friends, and with-
out temptation, and without opportunity, so does the
love of God make a man chaste without the laborious
arts of fasting and exterior discipline, temperate in the
midst of feasts, and is active enough to choose it with
out a y intermedial appetites, and reaches at glory
through the very heart of grace, without any other arms
but those of love. It is a grace that loves God for
himself, and our neighbors for God, The consideration
of God s goodness and bounty, the experience of those
profitable and excei .nt emanations from him, may be,
and most commonly are, the first motive of our love;
but when we are once entered, and have tasted the
goodness of God, we love the spring for its own
excellency, passing from passion to reason, from tt k-
ing to adoring, from sense to spirit, from considering
ourselves to a union with God. And this is the image
and little representatfon of heaven ; it is beatitude in
picture, or rather the infancy and beginanings of glory.
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FOR THE SABBATH $CHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lxsyox VIII.—Tux Twitvr Sext Fortu.—Fen. 20.
(Afatt, x:2-15.)

GoLveN TeExT.—'* Freely ye have received, freely
give."—Matt. x. 8,

Timg AND Prace.—A.D. 28, Autumn. Capernaum,

LissoN OutLING. —1. The names of the Twelve, 2 4
11. The Mission of the Twelve, 5-13. I11. The Treatment
of the Twelve, 14.

InTrRODUCTION.—WHhile Jesus was speaking the
words found in our Jast lesson, He was sought by a
certain ruler, Jairus by name, who besought His healing
power in behalf of his daughter. On His way to the
ruler’s home the healing of the woman with the issue of
blood took place. In the meantime, the ruler’s daughter
having died, she was restored to hfe by Jesus' power.
Other and numerous miracles followed 1in Capernaum,
and in the journey which followed among the cities and
villages of Galilee. In this tour He was accompamed
by His twelve disciples, who were thus trained for the
duties of the commission which they received, as
recounted in our present lesson. The time of this
commission is by some placed as late as the date of
Jol:n the Baptist, early in the year A. D, 29.

Venuse By VErsg.—2. * Apostles."—The word means
those who are sent forth, ¢ First, Simon.”"—He was
not the first called, nor did Jesus give him authority
over the other disciples, He was, however, prominent
among the disciples, and often seemed to take the place
of leader.

4. **Simon the Canaanite.”—By Luke he is called
Simon Zelotes. * Iscariot.”—So called from his native
place, Kerioth.

5. *‘ The way of the Gentiles.’——That is, into Gentile
or heathen territory. ‘‘Samaritans.”—They were a
mongrel race, pactly Jewish and partly heathen, who
occupied the province of Samaria.

6. ** The lost sheep of the house of 1srael."—All the
Jews who were said to be as sheep without a shepherd
are included in this.

7. ** The kingdom of heaven."—The kingdon which
Jesus as the Messiah was about to establish. *Is at
hand."—Or draws nigh.

8. * Heal the sick, etc.""-~This command was accom-
panied by divine power. (See verse 1.} “Freely ye
have received."—They had received this power from the
Lord without price ; they were to exercise it as freely.

9. * Provide neither gold, etc.”"—They were not to
make such provision as travellers ordinarily made for
journeys.

10. * Scrip.”"—A bag used by travellers for carrying
food and other necessaries. ** Coats."—Literally, tunics,
the inner garment. ‘* Neither shoes, nor yet staves.”
—Comparning this with the corresponding passage in
Mark, the mean:ng probable is, that they were to go
just as they were, without making special preparation.
*The workman 1s worthy of his meat.”"—Meaning that
they were to be supported by those whom they served.

11. **Who in itis worthy."—The worthiness here
consists in readiness to receive the gospel message.
““There abide.”—They were not to spend their time in
receiving hospitality and entertainment, but in preaching
the gospel.

13. ** Your peace,”—The reference 1s to the blessing
of peace’invoked by those cntering a house as guests.

14. ** Shake oft the dust of your feet."—This was 2
symbolic act sigmifying, as 1t 1s stated s Mark and Luke,
a festimony against them.

15. ** More tolerable.”—Sodom and Gomorrah, that
15, will receive a less severe judgment than those who
thus ¢ iect the gospel.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

DAILY READINGS.

First Day- -The Twelve Sent Forth—Matt. x. 1-13
Second Day~ ** What I tell you - * - that speak"—
x. 16-27.

Third Day—* He that receiveth you receiveth me"
Matt. x. 28--xi. 1.

Fourth Day The Twenty Sent Forth~—Luke x. 1-20.

Fifth Day—'*How shall they hear without a

preacher ?"—Rom. x. 1-18.

Sixth Day—' Go and bring forth fruit."—John

XV. 1-27.

Prayer Meeting Topic, Feb. 2o,—Every Christian a
Missionary—Acts 1. 1-11.

MISSIONARY WORK.

Every friend of Jesus is a friend of missions. Where
there is a healtly spiritual life, there is a love for the mis-
sionary cause, When you consider the reasons of this, you
obtain an insight into the glory of missions, and into your
calling to embrace this causc as a part of your soul’s life.
Come and hear how much there is to make missionary work
glorious and precious.

1. It is the cause for which Jesus left the throne of
heaven, The heathen are His inheritance, given to Him
by His Father, It is o heathendom that the power of
Satan has Leen cstablished.  Jesus must have Himself vin-
dicated as the conqueror. His glory, the comiog and
manifestation of His kingdom, depend on missions.

2. Missionary work is the principal aim of the Church
on earth. All the last words of the Lord Jesus teach us
this. The Lord is the tead and He has made Himself
dependent upnn His body, upon His members, by whom
alone He can do Kis work. As a member of Christ, as a
member of the Church, shzll I not give myselfto take part
in the work, that this goal may be reached ?

3- Itis the work for which the Hcly Spirit was given.
Sce this 1n the promise of the Spirit : in the leading of the
Spirit vouschafed to Peter and to Barnabas and Saul. In
the history of the Chuich we find that times of revival go
hand in haud with new zcal for the missionary cause. The
Holy Spirit is always a holy enthusiasm for the extension
ot the kingdom.

4. Missionary work brings olessing on the Church. It
rouses to heroic deeds of faith and self-denial. It has
furnished the most glorious instances of the wondrous power
of the Lord. It gives heavenly joy over the conversion of
sinners to those who watch for it with love and prayer. It
cleanses the heart to understand God’s great plans, and to
await the fulfilment ot them in supplication. Missionary
work is a token cf life in 2 Church, and brings more life.

5. What a blessing 1t is for the world.  What would we
have been, had not missionaries come to our heathen fore-
fathers in Europe ? What a glorious blessing has not mis-
sionary work already won in some lands? What help is
there for the hundred millions of heathen, if not in
missions ?

6. There will be a blessiog for your own sou! in love for
missionary work.

You will be exercised in faith  Missionary work is a
cause for faith, where everything goes on slowly, and not
according to the fancy of men. You will learn to cleave to
God and the word

Love will be awakened. You will learn to go out of
yourselves and your little circle, and with an open eye and
a large heart to live in the interests of your Lord and King :
you will feel how little true love you have, and you will
receive more love.

You will be drawn into prayer.  Your calling and power
as an intercessor will become clearer to you, and therewith
the blessedness of thus co operating {or the kingdom.  You
will discern how it is the highest conformity to Him who
came to seck the lost, to give up your own case and rest to
fight in love the fight of prayer against Satan in behalf of
the heathen.

And if you would know how to have your love for
missions, as the work of your Lord, increased, attend to the
following hints :—Become acquainted with the missivnary
cause. Endcavour by writings and books to know what the
condition and nced of heatheadom is ; what, by the blessing
of the Lord, has been already done there; what the work
is that is being done now  Speak with others about this
cause. Let the Lord sce that you arc in carnest with His
work. If there is missionary work that is baing donc in
your neighborhood, show yourself a friend to it.  Although
there be much imperfection in that work,—and where is
there work of man that is perfect ?—complain not of the
imperfection, but look upon the cssance of the cause, the
cndeavor o obey the command of the Lord, and give your
yrayer and your help. A friend of Jesus is a fricnd of
missions. Love for missionary work is an indispcasable
clecment of the new lic.—Rev. Andrew Murray.




Church News

(40 communizalinns to this column ought to
be sent to (Ae Editor smmediately after the
occurrances (0 which they refer Aave taken
place.)

MONTREAL NOTES.

The Rev, N. II. Ruseell, ot Indore, con.
oladod hie serics of meotiogs in Montroal
and vioinity on Monday evening last with
s parlor meesing as the residence of Mr, J.
R. Lawdon, whoso gaest he lias beon doring
his stay. 5o greas has becn tho osgerntss
to secure his uervices thut it has been neces.
sary for him to spouk as often as four times
on Sundays. It hardly seems kind or fair
to expect soch toil from any missionary
home on fatrlough, but feclicg the need of
increased 1nterest ho has not spared him-
sell. No doubs the result will n the loog
ruo jostify the cffors, whatever thu immedi-
ate «ffecs raay bo,

Tho Rev. Wil'iam Patterson, o1 Cioke's
church, Toronte, hasbeen in thecity during
the weck and has bzen kept busy. On
Tassday evening he gave an address at the
anooal concert of tbe Irish Protostant
Beanovolent Ssciety, and electrified thelarze
asscmbly which completely fitled tbe W .od-
aor Hall, with aa eualogy of she Irish people.
At tho olore of the concert a hesarty vote of
thauke was moved by judge Corrap,anc
onthusiastically carried. On Wednesds:
evening ho lectored in Knox charch for the
benefit of theic Baildiog }and, aund ot
Friday evening he addressed the Loca
Christian Endeavor Unionat » meoring helc
io honor of the soventeonth anniveraary o
the foundation of tho Sosiety. Me, Patter
son i3 always & welccme vintor to Moatrea.
and his aidresses histened to wiih thoe
greatest ploasnre.

The Rev. Dr. Robertson, Superintendent
of North.West Missione, addreesod the
studenta of the Y’resbyterian Collego con
Wednesdsy afternoon and again on Thars-
day in the inte.cat of that field with a view
to securing tho necestary men to carry on
the work. A number of tho stndents bava
his propusitions nander oonsideration and
some will probably go for an ensagement of
a year or cighteon monthe, It seems unfor-
tunate that such a large share of this
pionesr work should be thrown on the
shoulders o! young men who have only
partially completed their conrse of stady,
but the claims of the work wero never
stropger than they are now, and we aro in
the midst of the formative poriod which ia
to determine whut the characterof that vast
conontry is to be for all time to come. Tho
enddeudovelopment of the Klondike impozes
somewhat noexpected responeibilitica, and
it is to be hoped the money needinl will be
forthooming as well as the mon.

Apropos of tho Klondike an interesting
entertainment was given in Chalmers’
charch on Friday evemng at which the
lcading {eature was a scries of stereopticon
viexs illustrating this auciferous repion.
11 would bs well if some saitabloagent wero
10 predent visws of this sort in all our
churches in the direct interost of our Home
Miesion work. Permauvost impressiovs aro
more casily made through the ¢(yo than
through the car; and a mothod which 18
comung 1uto aaiverset ue for allother kinds
of 1oatruction woold bo found of the geatest
801vi00 10 thus ield a» well as othere.

The Rev. Dr. Robert Camphell was ablo
to appear in hisowa pu'pitagainon Snnday
ovcoing after his recont illnces. o con-
tinued bis criticism on Father Pardow's
sermons 1n tho Jesuit chorch addresied 3o
Protestants in which he claimed among
other things that tho Bible, tho Protestant
rale of {aith, had beon preserved and deter-
mined for them by the Catholic Charch,
and that therofors the aunthority of the
Charch was bebind and abico that of the
Bible. Tha aburdity of thia claim was
pointed ont by showing thst we no more
owed tho Bibloe to the Catholic Church than
wo owed Christ and Hie apostles. Allaliko
wero God's gilts 20 mon and all derived theirc
anthority from tho same tource.

The anoual meetiny of Chalmers® chareh,
Quobeo, was held on Wedneaday evening,
Jan. 261h, the Rov. dMz. Tait being is the
chair. Tho report showed that tho sum of
€3,027 had boon contribated dating tho past
yoar to missionary, purposes busidos §3,000
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oxponded on the charoh. It waw resolved
to purobaeo a site oppoeite the ohurch und
to ercct thercon A manse to cost $7,000,
These eijns of prospe-risy in the ancient
capital aro most encouraging and shiow that
Protestantism is far from boing doad theto
yeot.

Owing to the etorm on Tacsday, Feb, 1st,
which blooked all the roads and deranged
all train eervice, the induction ol Alr. V.
T. Morizon to the oharge of Nurwood which
was to huvo taken place on that eveniog
was postponed for ono woek, at tho sugges-
tion of she representatives uf tho congro.
gation

MANITOBA NOTES.

Annual mosting of the Presbyterian
church Mariston was held on Jan. 17th,
Increase in commnunicants 23, IMinances in
good condition, Christian Eadeavor Society
progressing favorably, Sessivn reported the
church too emall and recomnmended a
suitable building bo provided. Rev. J.
Buridge B.D., 1 pastor of this flourishing
church,

Glenboro Preabytery has lost Me. Haguo
feom Gilenbore, Mr. MceTavish from Techerno
and Mr. Sutherland has asnounced his
intention of resiganing Carmau when Presby-
tery mnocts.

A special meeting of tho Rock Lake
Presbytery is called for noxt week at
Killarmey to issus 2 call to Mr, Floyd,
Probationcer to Jhat field.

The Nelson chuich held their anoual
scrvices on Sabbath Jan. 31st, Rov. ¥ J,
Hartley B.A., of Roland conducted tho
services. In spite of the storm the church
was crowded 10 the evening and tho moraiag
service was fairly well attended. Tois
church 1z the oldest church in Manitoba
west of Winoipeg, is situsted very prettily
in the woods where vld Nelsoavillo stood.
Rev, Mr. Bakio of Miam: is the regular
maister-

Tho annual mecting of tho Emerson Pres.
byterian shows an advancement in tho
church. The pow church payments have
been promptly net, Sanday school 1s grow-
ing, prayer mcetings well atteaded and
church services under Rev. Me. Roberison
very succeasful,

Gretoa Mission Station has cleared itsell
of dcbt, chiefly through the instrumentality
of the Ladi 8' Aid Societv of whiciz Mes.
Corbett is  Prestdent, NMrs. C. Wahn
Troasurer, snd Mea Johnston Secrotary.,
A very irteresting featuro of their last
aocial was a hand Il\'i"u’d a0t of chioa pre-
sented to Rev. I T. Hartley, Roland, but
for two years a atudent mismonary at
Gretns, Brucedeld, I'lum Coulcoand .\ltona,
whe.h has been looked after for Sabbath
s.rvices by tho Manitoba Collego Missionary
Society, arc asking for = stationed atudent.
This is herdly a yoar of work.

Rov. Mr. Calder who received a call to
Thorn Hill hasaceepted a call to Alexandnia
and was inducted thero laat week by
Braodon Preabytery.

Rav. C. McDermid has taken charge of
Shark’s Mission field for tho winter.

The aunual scrvicas of Pomeroy churcl.
Sunday rchool were conducted by Rev Me.
Baikio of Miami last Sabhath Jan. 3lat.
Thie actiwsl held in the Methodiat church
*omeroy has for Superittendent Mr. Horton
a promaent clder 10 Roland church.

Thoe Prosbytery of Winpipeg met Feb,
1at, at S*onowall, for the indaction of the
Rav. A. S. Toompeon, who has recontly
been caliad to take the pastoral chiargo of
that cangregatinn, Tho Rev. Prof. Biird
presidted and addreseed tho nexly inducted
minister; the Rev. A, G. Bal preached a
thort bat for:iblo and appropriate sermon,
and tho Rev. James Lawranco addresrod
the congrexation 18 a few happily chosen
waorde, Thoro was a large congregation, in
which the onilyiuy patts of tho Geld wers
woll represented. After the cinclusion of
tho rorvioe relroshmonta were served and a
cordial welc.mo was cexiended 0 Mr
Th.mpson Ly tho cosgregation.

The Young Ieoplo’s Society of St.
Biephen’a charch, Wis. held a delightial
**at homo' recently. The firat part of the
evoning was devoted to butivess. Iho noxt
{eaturo ol 1bs 3t homo consisted in a pro
gramme of an bour with Alondolsschn
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Papors wers read by Dr. Taylor and Rov.
Mr, Gordon on the music of Meadolsiohn
and tho obaracter of his work, Tea wue
served by tho ladies as tho oonolusion of tho
muaical numbers, the room beiog prottily
deoorated aud numerons emall tables being
distributed about the placo a homoliko
appearance.

GENERAL.

The addross of the Clerk of Lindeay Pces-
bytery ia Rov, S. Mucdonuld, Liodeay, Ont.

The Peeabytery of Inverness will meet in
the church, Middle River, 'T'nosday, Fabd.
251h, at ) s, for visitation and other
busineas.

The Board of Managey! of St. Jamos’
church, London, huve decided to offer their
charch snd munso property, valued at about
814,000 for eale.

‘The congregation of St. Mark's churoh,
Wales, have presonted tho pastor, Rov. N.
A. MuoLood, B.A., with an address and a
fur lined overcoat.

A special meetiog of sho Presbuiery of
Hamilton for the indnotion of the Rev. 1.
1. Hodges will bo held in tho church a3
Anocister, oo Taoraday, the 24th iost., at
2 p.m.

Tho Prosbytery of Halifax met at Cobouarg
Road church, Halifax, on Taesday, Feb.
1et, the occasion beiog the induction of she
Rev. J. D. McKsy to thoe pastorato of the
charoh, Rev. 5. LI~Millan, Gandier; G.
Modillan, P. M. McDoistd, Sumpson, and
Prin. Pollock took part in tho service, alter
which the new pastor was cordially wel-
comed by tho congrogation.

Anpiveraary services wore conducted in
the Proabytecian charch, Beschburg, on the
last Sabbath of January by the Rov. Chas.
H. Cooke, B.A., Smith’s Falls. Mr. Cooke
preached two powerful sermons to large
nudienoes. Oa the following Moaday even-
icy the annnal tea mceesing was held, when
excellent addresses were delivaced by Reve.
Measne. Cooke, B’ kely and DeLong, Pre-
coeds 279.

Rev. W. O. Wallace, a form'r Capadian
pastor, was called last April to Morrison.
ville, Ill. Dariog his pastorate thoro his
work hxs boen greatly blessed, the mombse-
ship haviog iocreascd thirty.-six per oent.,
all but one por cent. on confession of faith
in Jesus Christ. The charch has becn
greatly siroogthened in all departments,
with a me.rked doepening of its spirituality,
and theoutlvok for the fature is very bright.

The snnual pablic meeting of the Kaox
Collego Students® Missionary Society was
hold oo Fridsy ovouing, Fob. 43h. Rev. J,
McP. Sxott occapicd the chair. A very
intereating addroan on Alission Work in tlis
Kootenay, was givea by Mr. W. Beattie,
ooo of the Knox College studonte, who has
boon thore for tho last two years. Alr.
Beattio spoke moro particalarly of the work
ia New Doaser, Sandoa atd Slocsa City,
whera thero aro now throo self supperiing
congregations, and Rev. J. G. Shearcr, of
Hamilton, delivered a stirzing sddreas oo
World.Wide Miesions.

The reports prosented wt tho anaual
meetlng of the laron Presbytorial of the
W.F,)M.8. were vory gratifyicg and showad
inc.casod liborality and intoress. Qae Mis-
sion Bsnd formed. Tbo Presbyterial com-
prisea 16 Aoxiliaries, with 36l mombers,
and 10 diseon Binde with 516 membors.
Tao amount raisod dariog tho year was
81.587.28. Rav. Doasld McGillivray, of
Hounan, delivered an iantoresting addroes on
Aission Work in China. and Rev. De.
Robartson spuke of tho wock in the North.
West. Rev. Mr. Acheson, of Kippoen, con
veyod tho grestings of the P’resbytery to
the Iadies, alter which tho mooting closed
with prayer.

Oa Tharadey evening, Feb. 3td, the school
room at New Toronto wes well fillsd by
the children and frionds o! the Sanday
school who were desicrus ol makinz the
meelir a8 successfiul »s pomible it being
their ticst monisoraary. Tho Rev. Joseph
ilsmilion delivored & most intercsting lec-
taraon *“ The \Wenders of tho Heavena
The funde were patily appropriated to pay-
io) off A now organ, which is now quito
clear cfdebt. Tho Sabbathschool hins more

than realized the expectations formed of at,
and has been tho moans of much good in
gathering inthechildzonolthensighborhood.
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Annual Meetings.

ST. GEORGE, ONT.

‘The nonusl meeting of tho I'resbyterian
congregation, 5t. Grorge, Qat., wan held on
Thuraday, Jan. 20:h  Tho pastor, Rev. 1.
Y. Roes, M.A , presded  Reportaofa very
encouraging n«ture wero received from the
Session, Sunday school, Christian Eudeavor,
Gordon Missinn band, W.F.M.8., the Man.
agers® and Ladics' And N ciety. Thoattend-
auce at the church services has been good.
Tho Nanday achool repurts an lncrease in
membership and attendance, alsothe Endea-
vor Nocicty has had instructivo and well
attended meetings  “Tho Ladies® Aid Bocioty
had a successful year  After paying for some
neressery improvements, they had u balance
of 81, which was reserved to swmst the
mansgers 1 payiog off the deht.  ‘The
Manager's rcport was also an :interestiog
one. ‘The debt of 300 with which thoy
startod tho year has Lecu reduced to S$150,
Aud 1t iv expected that tins will bo removed
by a apecral effort very shortly. The
Woman's Foreign Misnounry “ociety reports
an wmcrease 1n 1nterest and attendsnce, and
shows a balance 10 aid of the work of $33.

PORT HOPE.

The annual mecting of the First Presby-
terian church, Port Hope, was held Jaon.
27th.  In the abaenco of the pastor, (Rev.
Dir. *smith) who was »uffaring from a scvere
cold, R A. Mulhollund, Erq., the cimirman
of the Board of Mavagers, proatded.  After
tho usual devotional vxercises, a lotter was
received from tho Nession, in which fecliog
remarks wero made of tho loases the church
had sustained during the ycar by death.
The financial report prescnted by tho Trea-
aurer, showed tho revenue to bo ample to
meet the wotking exjcnves of the church for
the yoar, and were about 2180 more than
the receipts of 15\9G. Repurts {rom the
varjous socictios connected with the church
were alto read, and without exeeption wero
of & most encouraging nature.

BLACKHEATH.

The anaval mecting of Blackheath Preaby-
terian charch was hield op Thursday evening,
Jan. 1nh. The pastor, Rev. D, B. Marsh,
preaided.  Reporta from all brauches of tho
chutch wiroencouragiog. Sinco Mr. Marah’s
indaction, four years ago, tho cengrezation
has made rapid and substantial progcoss.
‘I'he church wembership has been dontled.
The amount contnibuted to the Schemnos of
tho Church incroased npoarly three timeos.
Nine new elders have beon ordmined, threo
now hbrarios purchaved, 50 that cach Nabbath
achool liza 1ts own library. Oae church has
boen renovated and relighted. A noworgan
has  been jurchesed; Ladies  Aaxlary,
Mission Baud, and Chriatian  Fadeavor
aiganized.  The best of feching and iarmony
cXists botwoen pastor and poople,

MOUNT FOREST.

‘The membors of the Presbyterian chareb,
Moont Forest, held their annnal congrogs:
nonal meeting reoeatly. Tho annual re-
fort shows tho numter of families in the
ooogregation 19 be 174, and the total num
ber of members Wt after tho withdrawal
of a namber of farailion o the Bethel con
grogation, Farewell. The flnancial report of
the Roara of Managera plaoces the expendi
tores for the year at 82 444 8{and a balance
doe treasurer of SIRR.06. llncouragiog
reports arn made by the Women's Foreigo
Miszionary Srciety, the Bickell Minsion
Bard, Y I X C L., Ladiea’ Aid acd
Nabbath School.

CHALMERS'CHURCH, QUEBEC.

Tho annual meeting of the congregstion
of Chalmers ( harch was held in the jec-
tare room of the chuorch.

The chamir was oocapied by the Rev.
Danald Tait. \ery eoconragiog reporis
wero read fzorm the Sodsion, the ilard of
Maoagement, the Yonny Yeople’s Naciety of
Chnistian Endeavor, the Sabbath Nat-ool,
the Woman's Foreign Jissionary S ety
and tbo Alissicn Band.

1o tho report of Seasion, releroncs was
mado to the fact ttxtl the contnbations
mado to missionary and bansvolent objeots
woro much Iarger {or the yoar now onding

e it
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thatt 1n oy p=+vioua year in the history of
the congregation, ‘Tho roport of the Board
of Mapagement waz vory satislactory,
showing that after payiog all liabilities
thero is a balance onhand. The Honday
School aupports a popil at the Minasion
Sohiools at Pointe aux Trembles. The
Young Pescplo's Society of Christian In.
doavor has liberally contributed to the sap-
port of Home Missions, and the Woman's
Toreign Mirsionary Sooiet{oand the Mission
Band have sont valuable boxes to Central
India and Trinidad.

Tho ooogrogation oontributed for ordin.
ary copgrozational parposes $3,402,93, and
for missionary and benevolent objeots
$3,027.54.

From the above statement it will bo seen
that the congregation spens almost as much
on missionary and benevolent objects be-
yood its oxn bounde, as was coontributed
for copgregational purposes, The total
n;z(:)o{n.lus raised for all purposes was $6,-
43047,

HINTONBURGH.

The annual report of Bethany Preabyter.
ian church, Hintonburgh, shows a highly
satiofactory state of affaira.

Fourteen new mombers were added to the
congregation daring tbe year, 4 by certi.
ticats and 10 by profession of faith. Oa
the roll aro 99 members, represeating 56
fumilies. The adberents of the congrega.
tion, represent over 40 families. Oan the
book are registered 10 deaths, 11 baptisms
and 3 roarniages. The Sahbath school work
steadily iocreasos. Oa ity roll aro 150
scholars, 18 toachers and officera. The
average attendanco at tho Sabbath school
is 122, and theattendance onJanuary 16ih,
1898 wasg 178.

—

TAVISTOCK.

The annual congregational meeting of
Kooz chuteh, wes beld in $ho basemens on
\Vednesdsy eveging. Dr. Stecle presiding.
Very encouraging reports were received
from the Ladies’ Aid Society, the Y. P. S,
C. E,, the Willing Workers and the Church
Session. Daritg tho year nine now mem.
bera bad bsen added t¢ the communion roli,
the wembership at present being ninety-
two. Thoe toral sum contriboted during the
vear for all purposes was §5696.00. Of this
sum §161.00 was paid for mission porposea
and 8§156.55 wens towards ths ramoval of
t\he Charch debt which is now reduced to
$275.00.

FERGUS.

Tho annaal meeting of St. Andrew's
charch was beld in tho basement of the
chureh. The pastor presiding.

The Seasion reports shows that they had
received duriog tho year by ceriificats 18,
sod on profession of faith, 11, totel 293 re.
moved by osrtificate, 13, leaving anincroass
to tho rollot 14. \lembership as roporied
last year, 307 ; membership as reportod at
dato, 321, number of fawilics added daring
the year, 9 ; number of families removed 3,
total number of families conuected wish the
congregation, 159,

The uaoagera statement thowa roceipts
o! §2,177, includiocg &200 borrowed, $1(0
dus Treasarer, and §i07 sabscribed for
chorch debt. ANl has been cxpended.
Missiozoty  Assooiation, 3200 ; Sabbath
School, $130. Y, 1. S, C. E., 310, Mission
Baod, §21, ladies” Aid, 03 ; Woman's
Foreaign Missioo, $144

WOODSTOCK.

The annusl ocoogrogetional meeting of
Chalmers' Church was hald in the lecture
10om aud wae well attended.

Rev. Dz, Macksy condocted the devotion.
al part of tho meeting.

Goo. Ioncs was olocted $o preside over tho
butinoss moetiog.

The Session reporta showad that 55 mem.
bara had been added duringtbe year making
tho tosal mombership 4122

Tho repors of the wonthly contribations
for maesions showed tho sum of §221.15,
a guaulyicg incroass over the previons

FOAT,
¥ The ladice® Aid report thowed 126 thas
Taised.

Bofcro the meeting cloted somo 40 names
wore added toite membdership ol the so-
owly.

The regort of the W. F, M. 8. The eum
of $101 had beon rajsed during the year.
The Heart and Hand Mission Band bas
rajsed 833.67. Tho Y. P.S. C. E., reported
thas scciety is in a flonrishiog condition,
sixteen of the members having united with
the church daring tho year.

The 8.8. and B. Class had raised $229.71.
Tue contributions for 1he poor amounted to
$43, and Mrs. MoLoed had dopated $40
more for this parpote.

The report from the Board of Trustces
was of & very encouraging kind. There had
boon raised for all purposes daring the
year 82,591, and for the work of the congre.
gation $2,115, The ordinary revenuse this
year showed an inoreass of $149.60 over the
preceading year and their was no dsbt on
the congregation, as she small liability of
$63 was more than met by available assets.

The cemetery report showed receipts dor-
i:s_the year of $493 and expenditure of
Ut/

— .

LINDSAY.

The annusl business meeting of St An_
drew's congregation was rooently held. Th
floapocial statoment and annual reports
showed a gratifying increase in the work of
the congregation and the saveral societies in
conpection with the church. The receipts
for the past year exceeded tho expenditure
by nearly one hundred dollare. Ase the
seating capacity is npw inadequate for the
accommodation of the constantly inoreasing
membership, it is quite probable that dar-
iog the coming year a school bailding will
bs erocted. By this arrangement the audi-
torium of the church can be considerably
enlarged, and a pipe orgau placed in the
church withoat encroaching on the scating
capacity. A sabstantial addition was made
to the Rev. J. W. AMacMillan's ealary by a
unanimous vote of the oongregation.

COLLINGWOOD.

At the annual meeting of thePeeabyterian
church, Collingwood, Rev. Dr. McCrae
presided. Reports of a most encouraging
nature were prescatod from all the different
organizations of the Church. There wasan
addition of 91 new nsmbera during the
year. Tnoorgan debt was completely wiped
out, and §1.000 was paid on the Baildiog
Fand. Attogether the Church is in a most
prosperous condition. A special effort is to
bo mnado to increaso the woekly offerings by
envelope this year. Tho meeting was
largely attendod.

—

SOUTHSIDE CHURCH.

Attheannualmeetingoftho congregationof
Southaide I'resbyterian church, Toroato,
tho pattor, Rev. \Wm. McKinley, presided.
The roview of ths work for the year ending
Docember Slst, as given it the various
reporte prosented, showed very satisfactory
progross.  Tho siatement from the Seasion
gave tho following factas with regard to the
numerical streogth of the congregation:—
Number of families, 102; number of com.-
municants, 175; number veccived, 35 ;
number removed, 20 ; baptisms, 12, amount
raised for missions and benevolent ohjecta,
by congregation, §130; by the W.F.)M.S.
Auxiliary for tho women’s departmont of
Foreign Mission work, €47. Tho receipta
for congregational purposcs were §1,649.36.
The expenditure was $1.577.50, leaving a
balance of §61.56. Tno Sabbath achool
report showed that the tolal number of
scholars on the roll of the achool and Bible
clasa was 2581, with an average attendance
of 215. The number of teachers and officers
is26. FEocouragiog reports wero also given
h; the Ladia Aid, W.E.MS and
Y.PS.CE.

PARKHILL.

At the annual moeting of tho congregation
of St Daul's church, Parkhill, thero was a
good atteadance. The reports were favorable
and showod that the church is in a pros.
porous condition. It was decided to make
an cffort Lo wipe ¢ff the charch debt and
nearly ¥1,000 was subacribed at oncoe for
that purpose.

EGMONDVILLE.

Tho annual mestiog of tho Edmondrille
church was hold on Jan. 14th the pastor
Rev. N, Shaw in the chair. Al the reporte
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®ports read showed that an advance has
been made during the past yoar ia all
departmenta of the work of the congrcguiou-
Tho report of tho Nession showoed that 37
woro added to the memboratup duning the
yoar and 11 removed, making a not increaso
of 26. Thero was an increaso of oves $69.00
contributed to the Schemes of the Church
over the provious year. Tho Treasurer
reported an increaso of $10 00 in the pow
rents.  The \W.F.M. 8. reported an ncrosso
of £1500. T'he debt was reduced to S236.00.
All this is very cucoursgiog for both pastor
and people.

MEAFORD.

The onnoal congregational meeting of
Erskine Presbyterian chursh was held
recently. After dovotional exerciees ocon
duoted by Rev. Mr. Eastman, B.A., Mr.
Jss. Cleland was clecied chairman.

Roports were read from the following
bodies, viz., Tho Seisiop, the Board of
Managers, the Liadies® Aid. the Y. P.6.C.E.,
the Mission Band, the W.F.QL.5,, the Sab.
bath sshool, all of which showed balznces
on the right side. Tho floancial year juet
closed bas beea a prosperous one. The
iouTeane in membersbip bas also been very
gratilyiog. It was decided to have plans
drawn op for a new scheothouse.

WHIT8Y.

The asnual moeting of 5t. Aundrew's
ohurch was *2ld recently. The meeting
opened with uevotional services by the Rev.
Br. Abrabam, pastor of the congregation,
after which Mr. D. Ormiston was called to
thechair. The report of the Seasion showed
that all the departmcnts of charch work
were beiog vigoronsly carried on. There
had been 19 new members added to the roll
dariag the yesr, 10 of whom were by pro-
fession of faith. There was 1 removal by
death and 14 by certificato, showing & net
gain in memberahip ot G, leaving the total
memberahip 106. Tha Managers roport
sbowed that ibe weekly offerings bad a
falling off as compared with last year of
but 46 cants, the debt incorred for repairs
had bsen reduced by over $20), The Trea.
sarer submitted his report, showing receipts
and disborsoments in detail; the toisl
smonant received for church work wasslight.
iy in excess of $2,300.

STRATFORD PRESBYTERY.

This Preabytery held a reguler 1necting in
Kuox charch, Stratford, on Taerday, Jan.
11th, beginaing at 10.30 am. The rotiring
Moderator, Mr. Cooper, constituted ths
Court with prayer.

Thero was a large attendance of members,
Mre. T. A. Cosgrove, M.A., of tbe Fira:
Presbyterian church, St. Mary’s, waschosen
Moderator for the next six months, and took
tae chair.

Tho docket of business was varied and
important. Tho division of the charge of
¥r. Pgko, St. Audrows, Shakespcaro and
Tavistock, was finally accomplished. Air.
Pyke rematns 1n chargo of St. Andrew’s and
Shakespeare with aalary of §iU0 a year and
manse. Tavistock has the status of a con.
gregation and Presbylery is to recommond
it for an aupment. The Clerk of Presbytery
Ar. W. M. McKibhin, 135 Huron St., Strat-
ford, isthe intenm-Moderator. Taecongre-
gation has leavo to securo pulpit supply for
ai1x months.

Tae Treasurer ot the P’reabyterial W.F.
MK, reported the remitting of §1,062.63 to
tho Genoral Treasurer in Taronto. It was
understood that this representod a period of
only nins months,

Au important letter fror the Naperin.
tendent of Misvions in the North-\Weat, was
toad, and clicited a lengthenod discasaion.
Attention was eapecially called to the new
s°cp taken io referencs to the Klondike ficld.

Qa motion of Mr. J. D. Fergaron, tho
Prosbyters ro-aflirmed its confidence in the
position taken by the General Assembly on
the question of I'rohibition of the Liguor
Teathe.

Oa motion of 1), Hamilton the Preaabylery
expreased sympathy with the widow and
family of the late Rev. Wm. Barns, Agent
of the Aged and Infirm Mivisters’ Fand, and
dirocted the Cierk to tranamit a copy of the
minnte to Mrr. Barna.

Mr. Joha L. Murray, M. A,, of Kiacardine,
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was nominated to tho Modoratorship of next
General Aseembly.

Mr. Cooper introduced a question regard-
ing the abolition of the preparatory dopart.
ment of Kuox College. Full discussion was
deferred to the March meoting.

Besides thuso a number of items of less
goucral intcrest were disposed of.

P'resbytery adjourned to meet again in
Knox church, Stratford, on Tuesday, Muarch,
Sth, at 10 30 a,m.— W, M. McKibbin, Clerk.

HURON PRESBYTERY.

‘This Preabytery met in CGoderich on tho
15th January. Mr. Acheson was appointed
Moderator for tho ensuing six mooths. Ses.
ston records wero examined and attested.
Reva, Dr. Robertson, of tho North-Weat
Ausionn and D. Mciliveay, B.D., of the
Honan Mssion being present wero invited
to sit and deliberate,  Ministera reported as
to missionary mectings being held n terins
of resolution of last meoting.  Dr. Robertson
addressed the cu ¢ on Homeo Missions,
dwelling moro cspecially on the requirements
of the North-West, and the Klondike region.
Thereafter the following motion iwas unani-
mously agreed to, viz., Tho Presbytery hav.
ing heard Dr. Robertson, express their satis-
faction in aecing him once more among them,
rocord their geatitude to God for the measure
in which his health is restored, thank him
for his address and would heartily commend
the prescat requirements of the North-\West
Missions to the scrious consideration of our
congregations.

Mr. Fletcher read sn abstract of the
anvual report of tho Presbyterial Society of
the Womanu's Foreign Mission Society, show.
ing chat tho Society is 1n & florishing condi.
tion, the contributions being 880 in exocess of
Iast years’, amounting to §1,562.28. Tho
following deliverance was adopted: *¢ Tho
Presbytery in recoiving the financial report
of the I’reabyterial Society of the W.F.AMLS,
of this Presbytery noticed with much patis-
faction the progress shown by tho givings of
tho ladies. The Preshytery would express
ita gratitude to God for the good work
which this society is doing in conncction
with Foreign Missions. Further, ths I’res-
bytery express to tho ladies ita warm appre.
ciatior of their carnest cndeavors in the
Maxster's work.”

Therzaftor Mr. Fletcher reported on behalf
of the Committee ou tho Anniversary of the
Westminster Standsrds, setting forth that
tho Committes secured the services of Iir.
MacVicar, of Moutreal, for the occasion, and
that they recommend that the I'reabgterial
cclebration bo_held on Monday, Jan. 24th,
at 7.30 p.m.  Dr. McDonald to presido : Dr-
MacVicar to give an address on the ** Dia-
tinclivo Features of the Confession of Faith;”
Mr. Musyrave on “ England and tho West.
mioster Era:” Mr. McLean on tho * Influ.
once of tho Standards on Civil and Rehigious
Laberty : " and Mr. Anderson on the * Qut.
look of Presbyterianis:mn.” The report was
received and recommendations sdopled.

It was agreed to hold a special meeting 1n
Seaforth on the 27th ult., at 7.30 p.m.

Tho next regular meeting is 2o bo held in
Clinton on the 8th of March at 1040 a.m.—
A. McLeap, Clerk,

MAITLAND PRESBYTERY

Met at Wingham, Jan. 1Sth, Rev. W. T.
Hall, Moderator. Tho auditors report was

resented. It wasagreed that congregation
Eo asked to contribute at the rate of seven
cents per family for the Preshytery fund for
tho cnading year.

Resolutions of condolence with the widow
and family of the late Rer. Alexander
Saotherland and with the widow and family
of the Iato Rev. William Boms, of Toronto,
were adopted.

Remit of Assemdbly re appointment of
Committec on Estimates was disapproved of.

Tho Presbyiery will apply to the General
Assembly for leave to receivo into the minia.
try of tho P’reabsterian Church in Canada
tho Rev. Colin Ninclair, minister of the ¥ree
Church of Scotland.

Tho annual report on Young I'eople’s
Socictien was read and adopted.

Tho Preabyterial Young I'«cple's Amso-
ciation veported. The annual Conventien
was held at Wingham 1Tth inat. Tho Assn.
ciation rocommended tho Young Poople’s
Socictien 1o dovotle their fonda thia yrar to
tho Klondike Migion. Aliniaters aro asked
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to bring this to the notico of their young
peoplo and impross upon thew the neceasity.

A committee consiating of Mesars. McKay,
Murray, Weat aud Henderson was appointed
to submit a deliverance on the question of
Prohibion.

Doputations wero appointed to visit aid-
rocoiving corgregations, and report ut next
meoting. Pme River, dlr. Miller and his
elder ; Walton, Mr. Ross and s clder,
North Kiunloss, Riversdale and Enuiskilton,
Nr. McLenoaa and his roprescotative clder.

Mr. Mceloouan gave notice that he will
move at next mocting that the regulations
rogarding tho order of business bo rovised
and printed.

It was agreed to ark tho congregations for
a contrbution for tho Assembly’'s Sabbath
School publications.

A documont regardwug tho mothod of con.
ducting cunzeegational meotings and the
management of church temporalitien was
referred 1o & commijtics consisting of Mesars.
Ross, McReus and Ballantyne, with their
clders, to consider whother it might be
advisablo that the I'resbytery recommend to
congregations and cilico-bearers within tho
bounds to adopt a simlar mothod, and to
report at next meoting.

A letter {rom the Superintendent of Mis.
siong in the N L. and B.C. was received.
The Prosbvtery expressea full aympathy with
vigorous efforta to supply new tields opening
out, with Gospel ordinauces, and apprecia.
tion of the vigilanco and aclivity shown by
ofticials charged with the duty of extending
Home Mission operati. 8. "It cngages to
usc ita utmost cndea v to sccure large
contributions fram the various coagregations
within the bounds

Tho Presbytery adjourned to meet at
Brussels on tho 1st of AMarch at 10 a.m., and
within the Methodust church therc.—John
MacNabb, Clerk.

REALIZING TIXIR LOSS.

The following resolution of coodolence
was adopted by the I'resbytery of Maitland
on Jan, 15th, 1808 :—

‘Thia presbytery has learned with sorrow
of the sudden death of Rev. W. Burns, of
Toronto, on Jan. 2ad, I8N, and desires to
convey an expresainn of 1ts earnest sympathy
aund condolence to his widow uad family in
their sore bereavernent and further desires
to place on record its high appreciation of
his kindly nature, obliging disposition and
of Ins many excollent qualities axa proacher
of tho Gospel, as Agent «f huox College
Eundowment Fand. and Aged and Intirm
Ministers’ Fund. Tothere schemos he had
directed his coergies and untinirg cfforts
satisfactorily and successfully and in con-
nection with themn his namo will be long
rememhered for his invaluable services.—
John MacNabb, Clerk.

CORRESPONDENCE.

St Jouy, NGB, Jan. 24th, 1808,
Editer Presbylerian Revicee.
Sir,—In reply to your correspondent ** B*
allow mo to say :
1. Tho deficit on tho ** Losgon 1ielps® for
tho caleadar year (Jan. to Diec. 184718 $165.

A MISSIONARY'S WIFE

Intecresting Letter from Inda- A Long
Summer Scason.

The following letter is from the wife 22
an  Amctican Laptist  musmonary  at
Nowgang, Assam, India: < After living
here for several vears I found the climato
was weakening me. I began taking
Hood's Saraaparilia every summer. Thia
¢ found a0 bencticial that 1T now take one
dose cvery morning for nine moenths it
the year, that i, through the Lot weather,
My general health is excellent and my
tlosnl s in good contilion, My weight
hws el vary more than ane pound
ta~vughoeut the year.  Tiind Hood’s Sar-
sap~ritla tndispensable in thie summerand
et mmend it for use in a Jdebilitating
climaate,”” Mug, P HL Moont,

Tl atate Irtter fa similar o thoneandy
vvited and constantle comatge i,

-

o - - -t Y"_lx el restion,
Hood's IS tumaa, " Frow e
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This may bo reduced before our hooks are
cloard ou Mar, 3lat, 1f wo are successful 1n
collecting our accounts. Tho only uncortain
ftom 1n the calculation 18 the amount that
will be realized from unpaid subscriptions,
and ample allowance has {:ern mado for this.

2. The defleft. i.e., the differenco between
tho assets and the hatnlitier, at the closo «f
the flnancial year (May lst, In80, o Aprid
31th, 1807) was 81,5609 %), I to this we
add tho listility to subsctibers for the uvex-
pired portion of their subscriptions at that
date, wo have a total deficit of 85,035,000,
‘nie 15 the sum that would have been
required, over and above assc's, to pay all
debits and refund subscribers az the close of
tho Chucch's tinancial year. Tho sum quoted
by your cotrespondent wastho total liability
of the committoe at that date. If from thus
wa deduct the assots, $3,186.00, wo get tho
deficit of $1,5¢9 mentioned above,

3 Inavmuch, however, as subscriptions to
poriodicals wero largely pad for in advance
for the whalo of the calendar year 1597, and
tho amonuats credited to tho financial year
1500-1897, while the cost of supplying theso
samo subscribers for eight months (May to
Dec.) would be charged agsioat tho next
year's iocomo, & moro correct viow of the
tinancial position of thecommitico isobtained
by ascsrtaining whst the deficit would bo at
tho close of 1897. ‘This tho committee have
shown, as accurately ax poasiblo at the timo
it wavmado, in Table V. appended to their
report.  Thero it is shown that if wo should
receive $2,500 for Children’s Day. and £1,000
from a special appeal for personal contnibu.
tions, the probabln deficit oo Dacember 31st.
1897, would be {3.73195. We eatimated
that wo would require to receive 2,500 ~
$1,000+ 83,734.08  (£7,235) from outside
sourcee if wo wished to close 1897 free of
debt. Thisis the §7,000 that your corres-
pondent bay heard about. It is not the
deficit at the time of the Aatembly, but the
estimaled prubable deficit on December 31et,
supposing vhat wo received nothing from any
other sourso than the subscriptions to our
periodicals. Qur expoctationa in regard ‘o
Children’s Day have been fully realiced.
Tha apecial appeal for §1 000 has not been
mado. If we deduct the amount expected
from it from the cstimated reccip's in Table
Y. the estimated deficit at this date will he
84 735 the actual deficit on December 31nt,
is $4,960, that wo should ecome 50 near the
oorcect amount eight mon ha ago shews how
carefully our estiunstes have been made.

My auswer to your correspondent’s first
query therefore is - Tha lnss upan tho ** Les.
wan Helps ™ for 1897 v $465.  The anawer to
hix second query is  Tho real deficit to day
is 84,260,

The accuiacy of the Committeo's accounts
is certified by an official auditor, and the
above iz a samplo of the care with which all
ostimatos have been made  1f any who do
not undorstand the very full stateinents laid
hefore tho last Assembly will ask questions
I atall be hanpy to answer them. Only in
this way can incorrect viows of the commit
tets poaition bo rectified

T. F. Forurrixcnax

Drar Ertronr, Thin week brings ansther
circular froin Rev. T, F. Fotheringham with
another apheal to wipe out the existing
deflcit.

This committoo was given leava to makea
epecial appoal on Children's Day.  I'ro
grammos were arranged and sent out toall
the Sunday schoola in our Church, and
accompanying theto ware envelopes in which
a special oollection was taken up for this
purposc.  Qur twoschools contributed liber-
ally to this fund n the expectation that the
moncy would be thus applied. There har,
however, bren noaccount given of tho money
received on Children’s Day, whether it be
small or great  Of course a defaile? sate-
ment would not be rejuired beforo next
Aunsembly, bat certainly i1t 10 necessary to
kaow haw much has been contributed on
that day. Acoonlirg to 1the  SNiatemene
atd Appeal 3t would ajpear ttat tho Con-
vener and the thres endorsers are sull Liatle
{or the whele deticat, but 1t should be
muanally reduced by taochiddren acfferang.

The questinna which naturally arise aro

1. W\ st amount was reveinned from the
Children's [1ay cxercises ?

2ad. To what was this meney applied ?

ord. 1f applied w0 the nete to meet the
deficat, how much suiil remmins anpaid !

Sarely the whole amuunt of the onginal

The Presbyterian Review

noto doos not yet rost upon theso brothron !
More dufinite tnformation regarding this
matter will bo reqguired beforo any more
appcals can bo entertained by us at least.

During theso times of threatened retrench.
ment 1n Homo and Foreign Missions, it
should be still moro asriowsly considered
whother 1t 1s wise tocontinuothe publication
of vur own Sunday Sclool Helps, whea it is
putting tho Church 1nto more debt.

Morcover we havo nover yet been able to
secure tho Csnadian helps on time. I'hey
sumuotunes arrive as much asa month behind
tune. True wo aro far Weat,but that makes
nu difference, -hoy should boe here, otherwise
they are of no teo whatever. For this rea
sun wo have been compelled to order our
helps clsowhero this year.

Youra very truly,
W. B. Coaisu,

Naxanto, B.C., Jao. 26th, 1885,

NORTH AMERICAN LIFE.
STILL IN TIII_B—FRONT RANK.

Tho aunual meotiog of this Company was
held nt ita head office 1n Toronto on Jana.
ery 25sh, Tho Directors® report presented
st the meeting showed marked proofs of
continned progreas and eolid proeperity in
overy lcxu;mg branch of the Company’s
busineas.

Summsry of the Financial Statement and
Balanso Sheet for the Year ended De.
cember 31st, 1897,

Caeh income.

Ezxpsnditure (1ncloding death

clxime, encowmente, matar.

ed investment policies, pro
fit3 und all other payments
to policy bolders.......

Asyols

699,550 49

. 434367 26
. 2,713,177 22
Reserve Faad...... 2,245,920 60
Nef surplus for poiicy-holdera 427,121 33
Wi McCant, Managiog Dizector.

Aadited sod found correcs.

Jas. CarLyLE, ML A,
Auditor.

The Comp-ay’s consaltivg aotuar re.
rorted to the Directors that he had very
carcfully examined the acconots and balance
sheet of the Company, 88 at December
81z, 1647, and found that in every branch
of tho Company'e work tending to its golid
progress and prosperity substantial guios
bad boen made.

* Your ob 12anon {or investment policies
that matored 10 1597 called for an oatlay
of over $69,500—tho individnal zeitlements
not only being generally satisfactory, bat,
ay a matter of {act, comparing mcre than
faverably with tho scitlements mado by
other ocompanys vpon similar forms of
pohoies.”

Tho President, 2Ir, Joho L. Blaikie, on
movioR the adoption of the report, sad :~

** s On IDANY Previous Jocasions, yon
will bo pleared to obesrvo tha: :1p everythiog
that gees 10 make & lifo insarance company
succeesfal the North American Life agaia
thaws progroes, golidity, nnd gain for the
palicy holders.

For examplo, compsre tho busincas of
1§47 and 1896 nnder tho following heads :

Per cent.
Increagso  uxocf
over 189G Tocreass
Assctans
at Dec
31, IR07.82,773,177 22 257,343 S1 10.2
Cash In.
ocome... 193550 49 57,762 41 Q.
lus. in
force. ..18, 113878 00 1,451,708 00 $3
Premiom
lnccme.  H82.131 @6 42,670 41 7.9
Interost
losomme. 117118 33 15,0022 00 148

* The aaeetd of the Comyany aroo! ahigh
olass, and alter providing forevers liatytivy,
there remaios a nes aarplus of $427,121.33,
tha peroentazo of not surplas 10 labilities
being 18.2, and the porcentago of snots to
Liabalitiey beiog 118.2,

" A year 3ol submitted a table showing
tho cxporience of cleven companies doing
buainess in Canada, the amonnt of insuor.
avoo issned, tha total terminationscach had
experiencod, and what thalsfroonhga war,
Tho North Amorican mado a far botler

ehowing than any of tho eleven, and official
figures given in tho last Dominion Govern.
ment repors, ebowing a liko experionce,
aguin plices the North Amerionn in the
firet position,”

;lé‘]ho Hon, G. \V, Allan, Vics President,
said :—

I thiok tho very bost cvidenco of the
excetlent charactor of the assets of the Com-
pany, and tho care shown by the Directora
10 tbo iavesiment of tho funds, is tho large
increase in our intoreat inoome for tho year,
namcly, 3$15.092, and the faot that our in.
tercot and rents, due and acorned, at tho
end of the yeur, should show a decrease of
21,119 67. Now, bere is the positions of
our ussets, \Ve bavo invested 1n :—

Peroentago
of total
Amount. asscte
Mortygages, ete... 91,108,663 93 40

*Debentures..... 635,197 89 22,9
**Raul catate. ... 292 9263 83 10.5
Btocks and bonde 203 331 44 7.8
Loans on policiea 176,381 61 6.4
Loans on gtocks. 157,780 00 67

Ouatstandinz pre.
iums in coarse
of oollecrion, and
quarterly and
half-yearly pra.
wiums, beiog
balance of year’s
premicme not
yet paid. ...l

100,460 37 3.6
Cash 10 bapks.., 1

57,743 07)

o

Cash onhand.. .. 31 78,
Iaterestundrents,
due and acozraed. 38,376 93 1.4
Raversions ...... 3.046 35 .1
§2,778,177 22 100.

*Mark-t valoe exceede this by $21,425.15,

**Iaclading the Company’s bailaiog.

¢ I thiok you will agres with me this
shows » highly satis{actory state of affaics
avd maust be d.ubly ro-assuring to all the
policy-holders of the Company, ns.well as
its excellent agenoy ataff, as to the high
standard this Company hasattained amony
the lifo companies in this country. So far
as I can jadgoe it stands at the head.

¢ Our real estato, as cornpared with last
year, rhows bnt 8 sligns addition in amonnt,
excopt that we have now added thereto our
own howe, this bandesome building, in
which wo are holding this mesting. It was
a0 excalient stroko of business on tho part
of tho Company 10 secaring this property,
&8 we have now every accommodation for
the proper condnot of the busincas, ia fact,
ono of tho bast equipged odices 1n the city,
and the cost to the Company will be but a
moderats one. Alroady the space we buve
to rent 18 woll tenantoed, and the ono office
at pro:0nd vacant is alroady bagpoken. Al
the properiios 12 posaessson of she Compaoy
are well rented, and giving the Company &
fair retarn,”

Mr. J. N. Lske, in moving & voto of
thaoks to the Company's provincial maan-
agers, inspectors, and agenoy staff, said:

« It will bo grazifying to eversons inter-
eated iothe Company, uud speaks vo'umes
for the caergy dieplased by cur agents, that
our zow busineis this month is the best
bueinesi for Jaouary in the historyof the
Company.

¢ It is interostiog to note the great pro.
gress this Compauy has msde duriog ihs
last ten yeare, as stown by ho following
table :—

7th Yoar. 17th Year.
Cash Io-
came. 8225,282.64 §434,626.42 $699,550.49
Assots. $32,318,99 1,118 978,00 2,773,177 00

12t0 Year.

Ire. in
fozeo.  6,974390 12,060,080 18,945,578
Not Sar-
pluas.. 54.895.94 22563580 427,121.33

* You will ses that the cash incomo in.
creasod over threo-fold; assets over five
timos, insarance in foroo neatly threo fold,
and net surplos nearly cight.fold —the lat.
ter indicatiog that the Company is & geod
oans {or the policy holder,

Me. McCabe, managiog director, said he
could heartily endorsa all that had been said
a9 to tho efliciency of cur agoncy staff, and
tho energo ic and sntisfactory maoner in
wdich thoy had accomplishod their work
doriog tho yoar just closod. o know thas
the agenta bad cousoal competition duriog
tho Iattor part of the yoar, owing to four




