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“ONE IS YOUR MASTER, EVEN CHRIST, AND ALL YE ARE BRETHREN.,”

Vol. 37.

TORONTO, THUKSDAY, June 17, 1880.

New Series, No, 1s.

UNION NUMBER.

The Gaz‘/zerz)Zg_ at Montreal.

A SUCCESS IN EVERY WAY.
Progress All Along the Line,

REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS.

Wednesday evening, June gth, found the Congre-
gational Union of Ontario and Quebec assembled in
Montreal for its 1880 session. The weather was
glorious, the very perfection of a June evening. Em-
manuel Church—where the meetings were held - -was
beautifully adorned with choice flowers, Behind the
pulpit was a conspicuous and seemly motto “ Union
is Strength.”

A large congregation was present to hear the
inaugural sermon. The Rev. J. F. Stevenson, D.D,,
the genial pastor of Emmanuel Church, opened the
proceedings by reading the hymn beginning with

0 Spirit of the living God,
In all thy plenitude of grace
Where'er the foot of man hath trod
Descend on our aposfate race.”

The Rev. A. Duff, D.D., of Sherbrooke, read

psalm xc., and offered prayer.

THE OPENING SERMON

was by the Rev. H, D. Powis, of Toronto, from the
words, “ Is not the Lord in Zion? Is not her king in
her?” Jeremiah viil, 19. The discourse was care-
fully prepared and earnestly delivered. We can
only present the leading thoughts advanced by the
preacher.

He bepan by saying .hat Jesus Christ is the Head
of the Church, is its iing and law-giver. By His
Spirit He is present in His church. He pleaded for
simplicity in worship, and strongly deprccated ibe
tendency to a gorgeous ritual,

Imposing ceremonies, splendid saunctuaries, were
not tokezs of God’s saving presence, for then the
ancier. Jews and Mohammedans, or the Catholic
Church, would thus be far exalted over the pure,
simple worship of Protestants. God is « Spirit, and
the trie worshipper must wership him in spirit and in
truth. .Jerusalem was only a synonym for Judaism, only
a formula for ceremonial and symbolic services, such
as in the temple of Solomon—the most gorgeous of
any land or age, with its thousands of Levites and
ministers, and solemn grand music and vast congre-
gation of hundreds of thousands. But these were
enjoined by God only under a dispensation that was
typical, and which He withdrew in favour of a wor-
ship more simple and spiritual. Take St. Peter’s at
Rome. Bring in the Pope and all his Cardinals,
priests and ministers and choirs, and the best music
and pictures and gorgcous architecture which the
very utmost of their treasure and superstition could
obtain, and compared with Solomon's temple and ser-
vices it would be a mere child’s toy. That is past.
It was like the veil over Moses’ face. Then we saw
darkly. It was only a state of bondage which is
superseded. These dim ceremonies 1o which some
still fondly cling were just lLike the figures of a magic
lantern—shadowy, iadistinct. If rites were to be
emblems of truth we should go back to Judzism and
reconstruct a system declared by God to be deceased
and superseded, and if they were not practical and
suggestive and symbolic—if only sensuous and im-
pressive- -the arrogance was insufierable which offered

his heavenly powers with the gau:e and mimicries
that children love. God dwelt not necessarily in
temples made with hands.

Altars might be wreathed and the dim religious
light might stream in through the stained windows,
aad pictures and music might enrick the worship,
but He might not be there. The whole system of
mere outwatd form and ceremony is an abomination
to Him who knew no temple on earth but that which
was made by His own enduring Spirit, and recognized
no priest as men so understood, save One who had
entcred within the veil and obtained redemption for
us by His own blood, the Lamb of God slain from
before the foundation of the world. Therefore we

ought to correct that tendency, very natural at a cer-

'tain age and with enthusiastic and sensitive minds, to
think that God was honoured by a striking and ornate
character of worship. Nor was the presence of God
to be inferred from a strict adherence to creeds. He
dwelt at length on this subject, shewing the impor-
tance of correct doctrine, as no Church could live
above its accepted creed. He proceeded to shew,
however, that a slavish adherence to creed tended to
check religious growth. The Church to-day was not
over-devoted to creeds, but was too indifferent to
creeds, Wemust have a firm grip on some truth else
morality will decline. The great want of the Church
was a fuller proclamation of the grand old Gospel that
Paul preached, and which is still the power of God
unto salvation. He thought that perilousjtimes had
come, that the Churches of Christ were languishing,
and as God cast off Israel of old, He might cast off
His so-called people to-day and choose others to
carry on His will. He urged ministers to a closer
walk with God, and the membership to love and
purity. The days to come may be yet fuiler and
fuller of blessing, for God would fulfil His promiseand
be present by His Spirit wherever His Word was
faithfully preached and lovingly believed. In an
eloquent conclusion he counselled adherence to the
old-fashioned truths by which our fathers had lived
and died.

Atfter the sermon the following appointments were
made :—

Business Commstlee—Rev. Dr. Jackson, convener ;
Revs. J. L. Forster, C. Duff, H. D. Powis, E. C. W.
McColl, and J. Wood, and Messrs, H. Cox, James
Smith, J. Lamb, H. Savage and J. W. McIntosh,.

Membership Committee—Rev. Professor Fenwick,
convensr ; Revs R. K. Black, W. H. Claris, W. Day,
Dr. Cornish, R. W. Wallace, J. B Siicox, 21d Me;srs.
H. J. Clark, C. Whitlaw, F. McCallum, H. Sanders
and J. McFarlane. .

Nomination , Commitlec — Rev. W. H. Allworth,
convener ; Revs. Dr. Duff, E. D. Silcox, G. Purkis,
]J. G. Sanderson, and Messrs. G. S. Climie, J. Pim,
W. G. Pulien.

Finarce Commzettee—Msr. G. S, Fenwick, convener;
R. Thompson, Joseph Barber, C. Lawes, R. Robert-
son.

Minute Secretaries— Revs. H. Pedley and A. F.
McGregor.

The following is a complete list of the sunisters and
delegates at the Union :(—

MinisTers: W. H. Allworth, R. K. Black, R.
Brown, J. Burton, B.A., W. H. A. Claris, G. Comish,
LL.D,, A. O. Cossar, W. J. Cuthbertson, B. W, Day,
A. Duff, D.D., W. Ewing, B.A., K. M. Fenwick, J. L.
Forster, S. T. Gibbs, M. S. Gray, W, Hay, W. H.
Heu de Bourck, J. Howell, B. D. Hunter, S. N. Jack-
son, M.D,, A. E. Kinmonth, J. L. Litch, R. Mackay,
E. C. W. McColl, M.A,, A. L. McFadyen, B.A,, A, F.
| McGregor, B.A., D. McGregor, M.A,, J. McKillican,

Purkis, J. Salmon, B.A,, J. G. Sanderson, B. B. Sher-
man, B.A,, B.D., E. D.S.icox, W.W. Smith, J. B, Silcox,
J. F. Stevenson, D.D., ]J. Unsworth, H. Witkes, D.D.,
J. Wood, J. C. Wright, F. Wrigley, R. W. Wallace,
M.A., B.D,, Jas. Roy, M.A.; ]. Fraser, of Vermont.
DELEGATES: J. Barber, Georgetown; A. Christie,
H. J. Clark, J. Smith and J. Pim, of Toronto ; H, Cox,
Burford ; G. S. Fenwick and B. W. Robertson, King-

jston, S. Huxley, J. McKeand and E. Savage, Hamil-

ton; C. H. Keays, W. McKillican, Vankleek Hill ; J.
Lamb, Ottawa ; C. Lawes, Cobourg; G. Leet, Dunn-
ville; J. Lyttle, Waterville; J. F. McCallum, Martin-
town ; D. A. McEwei., Athol; J. McIntosh, Granby ;
Geo. Robertson, Cowansville, R. Robertson, T, Watt,
Lanark ; C. O. Swanson, Walterville, X. Thompson,
Guelph; C. Wood, Melbourre, C. Whitlaw, Pans ;
H. Lyman, R. Macaulay, R. \WW, McLachlan, W, @,
Pullan, T. Robertson, H. Sanders, Montreal.

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 10TH.

The first hour of the day was spent in prayer.
Rev. R. Mackay, led in the devotioral exercises by
reading the first chapter of the First Epistle of St.
John. The hymn “I would commune with Thee, my
God,” was sung, and several engaged in prayer.
Professor Fenwick in behalf of the churches extended
a warm Christian welcome to the brethren, and hoped
that the Union would be means of blessing to the
churches of the city. He referred to the gracious
revival at Inverness, where many children of the
pioneers of the Church there had been joined to
Christ —and the Church. The prayers of a godly
member there had brought this shower of blessing
on the Church. Mr. George Hague said he always
reccived a blessing in attending the Union.. He
thought we were criticized now as never before, One
of our first principles was purity of communion. The
world is judging us by this standard. Let us remember
the irjunction *first pure then peaceable” We
have been blessed in the past and may expect better
days to come.

The Union was called to order, when the Rev. J. F.
Stevenson, D.D., LL.D., delivered the annual address,
The following is the address, which was listened to
with deepest interest and frequent applause.

OUR PLACE AND FUNCTIONS IN THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
AND IN OUR COUNTRY.

Dear Brethren,—1 desire to address you to-day on the
place and functions of our Congregational churches in the
Church of Chast and especially among the Churches of our
own country. I shall do so wat., freedom «und frankness, ask-
ing that the kindness which has placed me 1n this chair will
cxtend ftsclf to a geservus inici vretsion of what T may de
sire to say, even though, as 13 likely enough, it may wifer
in some respects from the convictions of many among my
brethren. It is not so much by argument that truth is
clicited as by a quict comparison of mind. It springs into
visibality and assumes clear form aad distinct outline while
we are dehiberately consideniig + subject in as many differ.
<nt aspects as are within our command. It is most unde-
sirable, therefore, that we should all think alike, In
thought, identity and negation are much the same thiug.
Exact ssmilanty of thought is acarly, if nut quite equivalent
to no thovght at ali.

Wher 1 speak of our place i. the Church of Christ I as-
sume of course that the Church of Christ is larger than the
Congregational denomination.  No one will dispute that
aow. [ donot know that theie was ever a ume at which
it would have been denicd. If there was we have passed
beyond it, finally and forever. No man of ordinary sanity,
at all events no such man out of the Church of Rome, sup-

ses that hus denumination s woealenzive with the whule
{Q\;d, of the faithful.  To think > wuu'd be to take a rustic,
untravelled view of the Kingdom of God on ecarth. It
would be to mistake the noises of our own little village for
the murmur of the world. Experience has shewn that there
15 o very obvivus tendency 1 aLy ubc Jenumination to
swalluw up the rest.  They remain si'c Ly side without re
markable gain or loss relatively to each other and without

any such clear differences in the punty or mtcnsu{ of x!u-!r
spinitual life as to lead to the infcience tha une has fallen

to God what was positively unmeaning, to amuse,j, F. Malcolm, H, Pedley, B.A., H. D. Powis, G. |down frum heaven and that all the rest arg of the carth,
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THE CANADIAN INDEPEJYDENT.
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Thete are indeed some who think that theit own denomina- -
tum is nearer than any other 10 what they eall the  Serip.
tural model” They examime the New Testament for the
patteen of the primtive Chureh and thonk they find itin In.
dependency, ar Pre Vytery, vor Fpiseapary, as the case may

PSRt

' ‘ - . -

in adapting the speculations of the jahttatory to the popu- ,
lar car, are debated by our youttg snen as ghey play a game
at billiards or Jounge 1n the park undér she shadow of the
‘trees. A generation 1s growing dp among us that cares
nothing for the questions that have divided the sects, thac is
be  ‘Fhey auume, § ik without proof, that there is some ) profoundly indidferent to elder and  bishop and  deacon,
one form which wac inten bl t1 he the mauld into which ! and even to the contraversy of Calvimist and Aronnian,  If
the Charch shauld fal, the same for every age and every | we keep stamping our mumsters and people with the regula-
sel OF clicumstances, and thus try to discover this n the ! tion dies and turning them out small mnages of thewr ances-
tlst of the scatrers? and fragmentary arrounts of the prm. i tors haunted by the f;hous of extipct controversies, we shall
itine churches. ‘That they ﬁo not succeed very well istdo at at the cost of loting the car of the hving men and
iroved by the fact that there are three or four competing | women around us. What does -a man cire about the great
I’mmg, all equally convinced that they are the perfect New ! surplice question, or the great organ question, ur some
Tostamcat ideal Forany pan § am glad it1ss0. 1 do not! obscure point 10 the stiucture of a local assoCiation or a
much believe in models even though they be seriptural i councsl of referenice when he 18 agomized to determine
wnadels.  Forms may he divinely given and vet harden into t whether the world is 1uled by a bhind {orce or by a just
lotters as tne history of the Jewish law shews. A model, at | God, or when he stands on the grave of the sweet wife or
best, is but aform  Christ, on the wher hand, 1s an example, | sister whom he buned yestenday, doubtful whether she 1s
that i3, a life embadiod in facts, halding fast by real ty, yet | hving 1 a better wotld or has diappeared hke the beants
adapting itself to many forms  Your clild of six and your | ful clowd of the morning and gone out 1nto blank noneatity ?
father of cighty may equally follow the example of Chnst ;| Before 1scues like these, even such questions as the premil-
the furm of heir lile muar Wf¥er widely, but the spint of | lenial advent and 1he pevsunal reign—if 1 v-ay say so wuh-
Christ's wonls and deeds may express uself m both 1t b, fout oflence——sink mto a sort of sentumental tnthng, It

[ think, true of the prinutive Chuarch, as it is of her Lotd,
tha* she is an cxample rather than a model. We are to
stuly her methods and dnnk inlo her spint, and then we are
to modify these tcthods under the guidance of that spst
with reference to the needs of the special place and tme :n
which our lot may be cast  We are doubly mistaken in
roping anud the twilight for the senptural model of u church,
Fur first, we cannot find it, and sccondly, we should not be
bound to follow 1t even 3f we could.  The notices of the
New Testamert as to the orgamzation of the pnmmtive
Church are fm”memavv o the extseme, you have 1o piece
them out by inference, so that when vou get the completed
product it is abaut oenety-mine parts inference and one part
Senpture  Fer my own part 1 co not wach believe i styuc-
tures hke thar : as Coleruige says, I distrust **the cver
widening spira’, e720," that gets <o nuch cut of so hittje
Fepecually 110 50 when there 1s not a word i Scrpture to
indicate that the form of the Apostaiic Church was intended
ta be perpetua) 1 aee no such proof that we are bound to
adopt exactly the church practices of the Apostles than that
we are under obhugation 10 imitate the cut of therwr clothes
or the pattern of their beards.  [n all things they {ollow
very much the fashwons of their age. 1he worship and
methode of the prumitive Chuarch ate an adaptation to C hris-
tian ntes of what they found ready to hond i the syna-
gopue  And, as Hooker pertinently argues, of they did
what convenmence had rendered customary, we mav do what
custom has rendered convenent—assuming, of course, that
no prnciple of truth or motahty s violated.

But wllnlc no form ot Church orgamzation 1s umversally
binding there are some which are better adapted than others
to the expression of cestain great Pnnuplcs. 1 think we
may Lelieve, without being merely fanaiful that each of the
Jeading forms of Chuich g;ovcmmcnl 15 permitted to endure
amongst us because it embodies and iustrates a great trath
or prnciple of the Chustiau hfe  Episcopacy, with s
stately ceremomnies, venerable creeds and elabarate ritual,
seems the manifest outcumie of the great prnciples of order,
decency, and reverence for the past.  Presbytery, wath
accurate inpreal artiwcelanion, conserves for us the punciples
of dactninal punty, ¢ hrsnan equaiity, and orgamzation lor
a cotamon end, and 1t will not be dafficult 1o shew that our
oun churches stand as the witnesses of mughty prnciples
ton Nay, ! believe that we have this great advantage, that
ous pmnciples are those of which the modern world has
tmnst emphatic need, and 10 which alone 1t can hnd the
rewlution af ats daubts and the satistaction of its longings. |
The future 18 mote and more oury, not that vihier denomina-
tens will cease Lo #ive and waotk, but that tne whale Cburch
of ¢ haist wilt 1ecome ncteasingly penetrated by ounr views

nnciples lor which we

and taspirard with aur «pat.

W\ hav then are some of the rlcalr
bear tesimony 2 What are sotue of the ravs of the bnght
hight wiuch we stive to hold up 1 the Church and the
world?  They are, 1 think, such as especially charactenze a
hving and progressive Chuech,

I One preat need ofa hivag Chureb m oue day s suaphaty
of argamzation.  Machinery 1s geod when ode thing onty
needy to be done and when it 1s suthictent to ot always in
cxactly the same way. A mach'ne 1 excetlert for stampang
halt . diar preces because we want thew of one sie and
shape and as sanlar as powable 1a general appearance.
Machinery neans andormsty,  But usiformity has its draw-
hacke 1t greatly Bunts the sphete of work.  The one
tng done may be well done, but then there s only one
thing that can be Jdone. 110 we not sce this 1n ecclesiasti.
cal actwities 2 1 hey take the type of therr sect or school,
1 he dificrznt chutclies stamp the schoot on the whale atts
tude and mianner o) thewr members. Y ou may hnow what
soct a man bhelongs to by the cat of s ¢oo., the tone of has
vuice, his favoarnite set of plirases, vi even by the manner
in which hewears tus hair. Fanstrate dail no doubt, but n
hag the hmutattons of dntl. It teaches wen to do certan
things and to think 1 certain grooves, but what becomes
of the flexabaiuty of thought and vanety of adaptation needed
1 a1 ampauent and mercenal age?  Thought s not, per-
haps, very protound amonyg the masses of men, but 1t s 1n
ity way very active  Lhe girls in our schoots and the clerhs
1 oue stoics are discussing questions that used to be re-
setved for the phlhlsoplmaT Jaxs-mom ot the theological
school.  The monthly magaznes and cven the daily papess
ate moring the fundamental probiems of lWile and de<tiny
Fhe last utterances of the philosopher whose wnitiings are thie

fashion of the hour, or the scicnust whs 35 most successtut fuscshivas.  Men aie very canscious that they are ot nfal-

!
] would be ungenczous to call them a fiddling while Rome 154
burning, but they are at least a nursing of pleasant fxncies
aud a singing of melodions hg;mns while we ought to be res.
cutng living men ftom the bitterness of a devastating un-
belic!.  DBut this is what we shall continue to do if we mag-
nify the machinery of Chutch orgamization.  The great dan-
ger of the Charch now is that the world outside pass by it
with indifference, and that because the Chuich is uarrelling
or dreaming about tufles, while general society 1s grap-
pling with the great rroblcms of life, death and etermty.
We are asking whether the congregation shall go out of
church 1n silence or be played out with a voluntary an the
{ otgan, while other men are trying to determine whether a
| man s altered for the better by believing 1 God and trust.
1 ing to Lhnst, or whether, as sume say, the poorest, meanest,
I natmnwest lives wn thie world are the lives of professing
| Chusuans.  The case 1s exactly inverted since the days of
tour Furitan fathers.  Ihey wiestled with the root questions
t of human duty and desuny ull they saw dayhght through
them, while the world around was perfuming its hair
or dancing in imless tnivolity to the sound of volup-
tuous musie.  But the outside public 1s in eamest now
fand there are muluitudes of Chnistias who care for noth.
| 1ng but the most tsignihcant tnfles of Church tifeand work.
} We are suffening irom nusdirected energy.  I'he needs of
our day demand ali the spintual vigour we cau command.
We are 1n danges of wasting it upon matters which had in-
terest for other days but which no one cares for now,
One of the remedies for this state of things 15 ta be found
I believe 1n a preat sunplicity of church orgamzation. Yet
us get 1 d of all superfluous church questions by setting aside
the too elaborate machinery out of which they anse. lLet
us 1ty (v -wbstitute the quickened encrgy of souls for the
cumbrous mootony of systems. The two things are an-
tagonstic.  Where the mechanism is greater human vigi-
tence and shill will be least, Have you heard of oleopraphs ?
Lhey are pictures n olls—printed from a copy.  They may
be handsome but they are utterly dead ! O, shades ~Raph-
acl, Rubens and Rembsandt, 151t come to this?  We _sed to
took through the canvas into your hving souls—now we
shail look through the canvas and sec a great prninting ma-

chine warranted to do to-morrow exactly as it has done to-
day without the shghiest movement of thought or trouble
No, machinery ts not hife, 1t 1s often the

of imagmanon,
It may be strong when hfe i1s weak or

cnemy of hie,
wanting,

-

-

Hiblg but they are apt to doubt whether former times were
mor¢ 50 than these, What night had the carly ages to
close up questions so that we may not veconsider them ?
The old creeds are noble monuments of Christian thuught
and feeling, Lut ate they certainly true merely because they
arc old? Ind the Nicene Council really know more than
we about the Zhes & Zheou, phas ok photos t The lan.
guage may be noble and sublime, the doctrine venerable
and true, that 1s not the question. The question is—Ts it
certmnly tiue because they sald it?  Is there any point in
what we may call the precipnation or crystallization of d sc-
trne at which it passes out of the region of inquiry and
entets that of final and ascestainad truth s0 as to become a
part of umrersal orthodoxy or tight belicf? Not only are
these questions asked with respect to ihe vemote antiquity,
Lut there arc men so bold that they will not alluw even wur
Puritan fathers to rest undisturbed in theis rulership over
our fatth. They confess a wish to catechise the Catechis.ns,
tuih longer and shorter, and to append nutes, not of expla.
natton but of interrogation, to the Confession of Faith. They
say all these tlungs inay be true, but they are not true be.
cause our fathers thouglt them so. "They are irue, ifat all, for
the reasuns which convinced these great men, and if so Jet
the reasuns be produced and shewn to us. It will not do to
tatk to us about antiquity. l.ong ago Lord Bacon shewed
us that we are the true ancients, we who live in the mature
a; 2 of the world, whereas our fathers lived in its infancy.
W ¢ have access to all the light our fathers had as well as to
ali that has accumulated since their day.  We will belicve
on reasun shewn, but we ask the privilege, nay, we claim the
nght, of judging for ourselves.

Of course 1 quite well know that it is possible to use such
language as thus in a spitit of mere flippant irreverence for
the coaclusions of men immensumbly nobler than those who
thas talk.  There is plenty of questivning amongst us which
1s not a search for truth m the least.  Itis only = display of
vne of the cheapest and most childish gualities of mind—
intellectual periness,  Bui there are many who question
the decisions of furmer ages in a manner quite different,
they dv nut wish tu duubt, they wish to believe. They
are afraid, however, to repeat the words of other mea and
«all that behief. Tu them belief 1s the result of nsight.
They must get thesr foot night duwan upon the immuvable
tuck of imth and feel s firm resistance.  And to me the
questiuns and even the Joubts of these men are sacred,
Thuse dunlts are the vapours that gather found (he nsing
sun, which, as Rubert Hall eluquently says, seldum fail at
the cluse of his tourse to form a magnificent thedire for his
weceplivn and toanvest with vauegated tints and with a sof-
icned cffulgence the spleadout which they caonut hide. The
noblest teachers of the teuth aie those who have won theis
way to it through bitter confhct,

They fought their doubts and g:\thcrcd strength,
They would not make their judgment blind,
They faced the spectres of the mind,

And laid them, till they came at length

To find a firmer faith their own,
And power was with them in the night,
Which makes the darkness and the light,
And dwells not in the light alone.

Now it seems to me that theie is a palpable advantage in
deahing with doctrinal difficulties when vur appeal 1s 10 the
scriptutes directly and not to subordinate standasds.  If, as
1 bcrxc\'c. we sha {l more and more have to prove every posi-
tion we hold the more immediately we gu ty the suuices of
pruof the better fur us.  And 1 am quite sute we need not
fear. No criticism which 1s not stune blind can get out of

Uur uimphicity of vrgamization may be, therefore, an ad- [ the New Testament any other doctone than the substance

vantage to us. It leaves us fice to deal, 1f we wil], with j ol cur Evangelical fauh.  Nuthing 15 mure ceitain than that
‘me actval hwing problems, svcial and sehgious, of our day. | the Apostles were nout Rumanmists, or Mormons, or Rauon.
{ We are 1ot distracted by churchly red tape.  But let us not jabists. Tt is true that they have not given us a scientific
{ be 100 seli-contident. 1t1s only an advantage 10 those whe j statement of their behefs, and 1 for one am very glad they
know how to use i1, It 1s not tor s own sake that a wim- have 2ot We should only bave tortured it into twenty
ple church orgamzation is a good thing, only as setung free | conflicting furms, and turned it into food for our amazing
a power ol hie which might otherwise move in fetters.  Phej skl manvenung puints of difference.  The more formal it
great practical question, therstore, 1s—Is the hife there ¢y was the more elaborate we sheuld have been until we had
Have we an cye tosec and a heart to dcel what men necd | stretched it on the grammar and lexicon hke a martyr upon
to-day? Do not tell me that they need the Gospel—I know | the rack. But Scriptute is not meaningless because it 1s
tat. Bt they need the Gaspel so presented that they may | infurmal, and the final result of our debatngs must be to
sec in 1t the Luvine answer to thew inquinies and helper 1 bung out us real drift more clearly.  The line will come
thear struggles. 2o une 1s mute cestain than 1 am that the | when there 1s no more doubt among instructed pevple as to
t Gospel alone 1s whae we want.  But 1t must be the Gospel, | the meaning of the New Testament than there 15 at present
not dressed in the doed up parchments of a divamty schaol, | as to the revolution of the planets or the law of gravitaton,
but luoking with a face of flesh and blood on the dre~ry un- ¢ I speak deliberately.  The ible has a meaning, and that
benef and the ho‘:clcss indificrence of our age—an age | meamng can be dist  cred by impattial inductive research
which 15 shunting the whole problem of religion to a siding | just as well as can the laws of material natuce.  Already it
10 weary despair of a soletion. That the love of (God n | s beginning to be scen.  Biblical interpreters of all Churches
Lhnst can cicate 8 suul beneath those nbs of death Iam jare getting acarer and nearer together.  The ume 15 nearer
sure, but 1t 1s the love of Chnst camestly behieved by the | than many suppose when the debate as to the meaning of
+ preacher and proclaimed with an itelligent sympathy for the | Scnptute will not be between Charch and Church or even
§ futad and heart of those who hear.  That the pure goodness, | between schoo! and school, but between the instructed of all
1ilic gootness of the boundicss wnfimtude of the nghteous | schuols on one side and on the other those who are unable
i love ol Lud, will save the modem wotld as 1t saved the an- | or who refuse to apply the methods of inductive mvestiga-
jcient, it only 1t ss disentangleyu from the controversies of the | tiun,  More and mure, then, T hold that the absence of a

1:ast so as to lsonr with full force upon the specal needs of | formal creed will be an advantage and not otherwise to those
1 the lite ot to-day.  Brethen, let us give ourselves to dot.g | who seek to guide the thoughts of inquiring men. It will
1this. These can be no nobler work for any man than 1o leave them 2 large degree of hiberty, while yet they have

. bung the vving Chast, at ft be only a hitle neater to the | a doctrine to teach, and that the truth, which 1s the Ueat
- careless or hewtldered souls of hus fellow men.

11 A~ sber ot the < decial needs of the Church i our day
, 13 3 4ot dependence un the power of truth and a ready wail
.t ot the freest inves..gation. 1t 15 of no use our disguis-
»ing the fact that we have to do with 2 state of nund both
. within and without the Church which s impatient of closed

n
beart of all the creeds. O, dearly beloved brethren, let u%

trust the truth of God.  ** Though all the wirds of doctrine
were let loose upon the earth, so truth were in the field we
do injuniously to musdoubt her stzength. Let truth and
falschoud grapide. Who ever knew truth worsted in a frec
and open encounter 2"

1I1. Another of the demands st present made upon the
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Church 1s that the law of
in theolog

1s one of t{:
18 growing, and growing very rapidly,  There 1s no depart-
ment of human inquiry of which that +s not true. The Int-
ceatures of the past aie ransacked. lLanguages are stadied
on more thorough and criucal methods.  The primtive
forms of society, early civihzation, and uncivilization, man-
ners and the want of manners, customs that are barbarous
and customs that are vencrable, are all brought to the
surface and keenly studied, with a view to find out whether
human socicty (ollows any law of growth, and if so what the
lawis. The idea is abroad that language and society are
living things and that there 1s a reason why for ali their
changes. Of course the same is ttue—still more emphati-
cally true—of outward nature. Qur knowledge of natural
sctence 1s cxpanding every day. Chemistry, geology,
botany, the theories of heat, of clectricity, of magnctism,
arc passing constantly into new forms. Those of us who
have reached middle life have had to unlearn and ieatn
agaln a great deal of the physical science that we studied
our college days, Are you sorry for that? Isat not well
that mind should be kept in movement 2 And 1s 1t not one
of the sublimert prerogatives of the mind of man that it
makes every {ragment of new knowledge wn instrument of
further progress?

. e on, said God,
Unto the soul, as to the carth, forever,
. e on it goes,
Rejoicing, native of the infinite,

As is the bird of air, the sun of heaven.”

The ca‘pacu of indefinite progres~ is among the sweet
pledges of a Itfe beyond the grave, It is the sturring of rudi-
mentary wings in the embryo bird befo.c it has yet broken
the shell and emerged into its proper lile. I thank God
for the changes of human thought and the additicns .o hu-
man knowledge. Of course there is false progress as well
as true.  Foolish men think they are gett.ag fusward when
they are on' gyrating aboul in merc childish restlessness.
It is part of the Divine plan, that we grow into truth through
the expenence of error, and finally settle in the nght when
we have ielt the emptiness and misery of all for.as of the
wrong. But the cure for false progress is not stagnation, it
is true prugress.  Macaulay said that the cure fur the evils
of liberty 1s more liberty. In hke manner the cure for the
evils of thought is more thuught, and the cure for the mis-
takes of investigation is closer investigation,  Breth.:n, we
have not faith enough in the puwer of the Gospel to meet
every tral and to stand every test. I am sure it will * rise
superior to detraction and draw lustre from reproach.”
Christ is so good and pure, his love is so transcendent and
complete, the Gospel is so consonant with all our noblest
thoughts of God und all the deepest needs of men that
the wildest tempests may beat upon the temple of the faith
and it will remain unshaken. * The rain descended and the
floods came and they beat upon that house and it fell not
for it was founded ona rock.” O, blessed Rock of Ages, cleft
for sinful men, the thoughts of man iray come and go,
knowledge may grow clear or vanish away,—the peering
cyes of science may scrutinize Thee, the hand of simple fanth
may cling to Thee, the beating waves of oppusitivn may dash

against Thee, the weary, storm-tussed voyager may st an-4 out of place as Ldward Living, vt Canun Ljyddun ou the | spared.
Frotccxing might, for Thou /n(yvmmj/nu masor.
wor foulish men, are alarmed if | of a whale I have every pussilile respect, Lut T dw not care | Gud is oot slack woncerning His pronuse, Lut une Jay s

chor behind the shelter of thy
abidest furever.  We,

| .
“mgress be allowed to hold true | last and ulumate thought, and not the carhier siages, that | the prinaples mihe special excepti ms
as well asin other departments of thought. It reaches a noble and all-embracing simphiaty, and 1 fancy it | desive, e. 4., vn the pait of many goud tien Lo Tuing alwat 4
e main qualit.cs of our condition that knowledge | may be so as to the Gospel of Christ,

There ate three ways in which, as it seems to me, we may
make progress n theolugy,  We shali not luse or change
any truth we have attained, of course—but we may aldd v
the clearness and fuilness of our views.  We may uu so, first,
by discnminating more clusely between the pruvinee ot theo
logy and the province of nawural stiencc; secumdly, by
recaving the light reflceted frum uthes dclpanmcms of human
inquiry ; and, thirdly, by a murcimpartal and truly inductive
study of the Bible.

Wea may, first, see more clearly what belongs to natural
science and what to theolugy.  There has been a great deal
of unnecessary debaie fur wantof a cle it sdea of what natural
sctence had to do.  Theulogy has been anxivus v have all
the ficld to herself. She s of royal Larth and bluod, apt
therefure to be a litde queenly and even impernous.  Let us
acknowledge that she had a great deal of nght to be su. There
is no grander intellectual struciure in the whole istory of
thongﬁl than the magnificent edifice of Chnistian Theolugy.
It deals with the profoundest prublems that can engage the
mind of man nng applies to them the most scau,ﬁmg and
comprehensive examinatior..  We may think parts of it open
to criticism, nay, we may doubt whether the structure aself
is not tov perfectly systematic to be trustworthy, believing
that a strictly logical system which claims to render account
of all the dealings of God from cternity to etermty carnes
suspicion on its very countenance, but there can be no
contempt for it cxcept the co.-(cmg{g of ignorance.
Augustine and Chrysostom, Ougen and Tertullian, Luther
and Calvin, were nct fools but great men, and he
who fails to recognize that fact is himself guilty of wnsen-
cate and preposterous folly. It s the very grandeus of theu-
logy that has rendered her tyrannical.  She has claimed
to Jomunate every department of human thought, She has
ruled pohitics and literature and given iaw to ast and science.
The claim was exclusive and it has pruduced a reaction. We
are feeling nuw that the things of science beiung to science,
and that faith must Le content to deal with the things of
faith. And of 1 am asked tu define the spheres of science
and of religion, I do ¢ inthe wurds of a greal modern philoso
pher, ** Science discloses the method of the world but not ats
cause ; Religion, its cause but not its methud.” Everything
that belongs tu the Jevelopment of the universe, the vider of
uts pheaumena, the laws of their recuirence, the age, forma-
tion, structure uf the earth on which we hve, as well as all
the facts and products v animal and vegetable hfe, includ-
ing the life of man, so far as man is an anima’, is the appro-
priate field of science, and theolugians as such have no
business with 1t. The sooner we admit that frankly the
better forus. It is only by such an admission that we can
save our own territory.  For the men of science are just now
paying us back i our own coin. If we have done their
work, and done it badly, as we were surc to do, they are
doing ours now, and making a still mute wrstched mess of
it.  You will not get much science out of a Hebrew gram-
mar or a Greek lexicon, but you will get less reason and
common sense on the great problems of religion by chipping
the rocks with a geological hammer or making explosions
and vile smells in a chemical laboratory. Mr. Huxley on the
problem of God, ot on the_ desting of man, is to the full as

Four Mr. Huxley's vicws un the flapper

There s a lingeung

| recuncihiation between the early parts of Genesis and modern
jeeology  We have a score of schemes for it, more or less.
i Days are stretched into mallentiums, cpochs of untold eatent
arce thruwn in between the tirst verse and the sec.nd, and 1
knuw not what, But why shuuld we reconcileat all? Why
expect accutale geuluyy in the Bille any mote than accwaie
j thenustiy or accusate anatomy > Why nut tead the grand
panurama wits which the Bille opens as a greupng of
creabion in its successive stages tuund the throne of cternal
power and love without asking whether the stages are accu-
rately marked or the groups suentdically perfect? That
Gud ‘made them all in theie harnieny aad beauty, this is the
great lessun. We are fust tuld that He niade the whule
and then that He made the paits, and they are arranged
majestic steps of ascent as i the struphes of a poem. Take
it as an assettivn ol Livine puwer and skl as against aum-
less chaunce ur Llind insensate furee, ami leave all mertely
scitnting questions tu the scientists to settle.  They can do
wwo harm in thar uwn provinee, but only good. Let ur

frankly iwc them, then, their pruvinee, theie iwhole province,
and avthang but thar pruvince, that we may the better
hold ours.

We may make Yro tesa in ur theology in another way —
by receiving readily the hght thrown un our own subjects of
thought from other departments of human inquiry, All
magnified and ennobled views cf the universs tend to enbhance
our perception of the glories of the Author of the umverse ;
all more accurate knowledge of mnn enlarges our idea of the
plan of Providence and the magniticent sweey. of redemptive
love. When men thought that the vault of heaven was a
Juine a few handseds of miles aciuss, and the sun and stais
vnly lamyps swinging tuund the eath every day, the nution
of Guu was proportionably contiacted.  But how has thought
enlarged its view of the **throne and cquipage of God's
almightiiess.”  The Jevout wunder of the jsalinist when he
considered the heavens the work of Gud's fingers, has a
thuusand  times fuller meaning to day than when he first
wuve it into his sacted sung. I Jo not say that any new
rruth has been Jiscuvered Slc psalm itself would rebuke me
M Idid. 11s one of the sublimest expiessiuns 1n human
language of the etesnity and infinity of Gi-d. But ifthe truth
is the same wo find 1n 1t new lustie and deeper meznung,
Astrunumy, which Loud men feared, and nairow men de-
nuunced, has long since Lrought Ler crown of stars and set
it un the brow of Christ,  Let us learn the lessun. Al the
uther muses will folluw Urania.  They tuu will kneel to the
gentle and sacved Oue and call Him Lourd. Geology s
beginning to do su even already. I read the love uf God fur
man 1n that record of the unnumbered years during which
his home was built and the earth prepared for his comung,
When 1 touch a fragment of limestone rock and think how
many centuries it took God to make that, I can believe that
He will porr out the treasures of His divine heart through
the cross of Christ that e may redeem sinful souls and make
them perfect. I can believe too that He will bear with this
poor world a little longer. I am delivered from small and
fanatical dreams of sudden vengeance and enabled to trust
the patience which said of tares and wheat *let both grow
together ull the harvest.” The voicd of the husbandman
scems tu say “ spase at this year also,” and I think st will Le
Geulogy tells me that the plan of God s ot a
siuall but a vast une. It Jeads new meaning to the woids,

some new discuvery su changes the aspects of existing knuw- | fur hus viinion un the theolugy of St. Paul ur the authencaty | with the Lord as a thuusand years, and a thouwsand yeais as

Iedge as to throw them into new relations.  We fancy that

the foundations of the world are shaken and that the cross | cun only keep these men oft our ground by n

But we had better take nutice that we
ndly heeping

of the Kevelation,

vne day.” May Isay a word even fur the much dreaded
(doctune of evolution also ? - Woulbl it nut be bettes to study

of Christ, of even the throne of God, will lose its puwer. | vuiselves away frum theus.  If we have the right to pat up 2y it befure we rave at it ? Lopecially su as if we did study at
Itis as though a fly, whirded about in a tempest, were tu § nuuice un the sacred fences of thewlugy—no trespass hese— | we muight find that st was nut necessary L rave alad atall,

tremble lest the law of gravitation should fail.
* Lord, Thou hast been vur dwelling placein all generations.

Before the mountains were bruught forh, o1 ever Thou | respect the good old motty, suum «uigue, s uwn tu eadd, § sume nwdifications of doail,

frum the wide domain which belongs to them. We must

No, never. ; vur sutentific friends are cqually justified in warning us away | I ans not guing to defend the doctiine Jfevulation aow. Ca

the whole L think it Ly to Le true, at ail eveuts with
But what after all Jdues it

hadst formed the carth and the world, even from everiast- | and if we Llaim to be teachers in religion we must be willing | an.ount tu?  Only 1o thi., that instead of makioyg the uni-

.ing to everlasting Thou art God. A thousand years are in
thy sight hut as yesterday wheh st is past or as a watch in the

might. Let thy woik appear uato thy servants and thy , nataral science and theology s that we shall have nv more | vut.

tha

glory unto their children, and let the beauty of
«our God be upon us.”

j to be taught in science,

Another advantage of disuogushing cleaily bLetween

T.and | need of labvured reconchiations Letween the Bilie and the | He Jues in the case of cvery 1 ving Laing.

theories of suienisfic teachers. Jn my view, and I say so

You will sce then that I do not fear the advancing know- | frankly, 1t is a nustahe to uxpect scientific accuracy in the

ledge of the time in its relation to the Gospel. I want, on Scnptures.

the other hand, to advance with it.

They were nut meant w teach sucnvc at all,

But it may be ashed ;and I sev ru proof that the wrters spoke anythag on

whether theolugy is ttself capable of progress. Can that, if | scienufic subjects Lut the cusrent ideas of their bime. They
it be a true theulugy, undergo change? At first it would | knew wothing of astronomy, or chemustry, ur_physivlugy, in
perhaps appear nut. But a second thought may lead us tu | the mudetn sense uf these wurds, and they du! not need (v
doubt. (g’lncr tree sciences are subject to change. Even knoa. They had to dv with G, the soul, nghtevusness,
mathemaucs, the mos. fised of them all, has Leen wunder- | the evil uf sin, thz Llessing of guudness, not with plants, w
fully developed in our own day. The eternal tintas of , acids, or the heusy of digestion. They were nut Lound Lo du
space and number scem to disclose new properties. How , for us what we can do for ourselves, and wlat they could
stands it with theology ? i aot pusaible have done without using language unintellygible
To get at an answer to our inquiry we must take a dis- ; orincredible to every generation befure the present.  We
tinction—not new but most important.  We must distinguish | talk uf scicatibc difficuliies in the Bible nuw, but who an .
between theology and the subjects of theology. The sub- | ancient wurld would ot could have believed the sacred Luuk
jects of theology are, speaking broadly, God, Christ, and the , if 1t had stated the correct theury of astivnumy ? - Rememibes
Bible. Theology itself 13 our thaughts of God, our beliefs | they had no telesoupe—no scientific insituments ur caluula
conceming Christ, cur knowledge of the Bible. Itis clear  tuns—and the theory would have contradicted the plain
enough that Gud does not change, nur the Gospel of His , evidence of their senses all the time.  They could nut have
love, nor even the record in which that Gospel is enshriped. | believed it. Difficulties | our dufficultics are as nothing to
The grand old simple Gospel, as 1t hies 1n the thought of God {these ! A buck, to be behieved, must be understowd, and
and the revelation of Chnist, 1s the same {cslcxday and to-day | accurate suence prematurely watten woild be umntelligible
and foiever. But I am not so sure that no development | gibbernh o1 incredible paradoa. A very hittle thought will
can be Lrought about in our views of these things.  Are we ; shew us that 3 book ntended fur ail the ages cantut pussably
mfallible, then?  Are we yuaite sure that we know so much | anucipaie sacnufic discuvery.  Had the Bible dune that it
about the infinite as that no more 1s to be known ?  And 75, would never have been read believangly Gl the hustury of the
the Guspel, according to the schouls, so very simple a|human race was com blete and the mullennium fully come.
matter > Formy own part I should like to simphfy it a1 du not suppuse thrc will be much duffically as tu the

good deal more.  In other branches of knowledge it is the Igcncral principlo of what I now say. But somc who admat

verse as it is to-day, Gud made it in a very elementary form
and unfulded it fium within instead of shaping it fivaa withe
Well, suppuse He Jdud, what then?  Jtis  unly what
Shakspeaie or
i Milton was unce a speck of living matter nu latger than a
| drop of dew and grew fium that tu all the grandew of
cgunus. Surely that s as full of Divine wonder as ol would
| have leen lu carve 3 statue full grown aud then tu warm it
it life. A pece of fusniture, a lux L case fur instance, s
pul together oo an external way st thon more wondeiful,
ymuie diving, thana bee which grows from mystic fuices uf
ceential bfe and atays staelf aawany fuims of hangeful
i Leauly . The athust tiaces the succe’ sive steps Ly sk
y Gungs giow and then derues divine efficacy.  Hesays, 1
Jkouw how this was made, thewcfure God B not misle
W o not see the cunnectivn between prenn » ond cone
celusion. He mught as well arue that a Louse sequued no
,dcdutent Tucause st was Luslt Ly the agency of slonenaisvns
jand carpenters.  Lvolution is uanfold g, and nothug can Le
yunfolded Lut what s there. Notlung can be civnveld Lt
ywhat was fistsnvolved.  If yuu want 1o get uivuey .t of
{youl puise You fhust fist put Lantu ool puise Lvolabion
yexclude creatiun ? Neveo. They dwell peacefully <l 1y
csude. Nay, I should not wecdei of seme fulure Faley s
; Butler should anise wlo will aadertahe 1o Junotstiae tie
pdivine exstunce and attubutes, ahang Lo Lo Lasis the doa-
ytaae of develupment. Tt would not b the last Le that
parties have Jhanged places, wnd that Uiase wlo wee
, brought to carse the Goopel have ended Ly Licssing ot
altugether. Por the wdea of evolulion s vie of hope. 1
man bas sprung tu what he o now through succossive races
of lowes beings, who aball assygin Linats tu by g1 puess 2 He
lm:\y one day know with the innight of an archange! and
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burn with the devotion of 2 seraph Even the vislons of the l have a certain amount of doctrinal agreement. 1f not, we are
proptets and the mystic splendnyre uf the Apocalypte may | not doing—we ave not even trying to do—the same work,
row pale before the nagnificence of the destiny that awaits | We are banded tagether to make oursc)'m and others Chris-
Elm. The chosen son of Giod, hie may reflect the glories of | tians, to get near to Christ, and to bring other men near.
the Infinite Father wih a radiance &t whose sight al! the  We must know in general what we mean by Christianity,
stars hide their Jiminishe 1 heads 1 o there is nmhinF and that we ma'y know it we must sa{_n. Unions on merely
Incredible in the glowing language of Scripture. The woif { negative grounds come to nothing.  They may do somethin
may He down wih the lamb, anﬁ the leopard with the kid, | in opposition, but they arc wholl use!gss fqr apgression.

and the calf and the yuung hon and the fathag together and | Church vnited on the gronnd of free inquiry, for example,
a little child may leat them  Men may beat their swords ! may debate and discuss within itself, may even attack the
{nto ploughshares ar 1 their spears into pruning hooks and { posttive beliels of other Churches, but 1t can do ncthing
learn wai n mare  And the dear and tender name of the | against the world, the flesh, and the devil. Our commission is
g1eat Hon of Lad may be the symbol of an everlasting peace | to speak the truth in love, we must have thercfore a positive
and a univertal hanmony. s‘-‘,w:n so come Lord fesus. | truth to speak, as well as a spirit of love in which to speak
Bathe the tound woild {n the heauty of thy verfect lightlit. It was wise and right therelore lo agree, az we did two
and the purity of thine infinite love years ago, on a declaration of principles, It was wise and

In onc other way at least may we hope for progress in | nght, 100, to make the pnnciples free and fundamental. Let
theology, namely by a more lmliﬂu' and scientific study ol’ us be one in purpoy- and meaning, but let us be as free as
the text of holy Suriptaic,  Theie iy already grear I may * we poss:bly;nn. cansisteatly wit th_:ct unity. Not unifor.
sy umpcnka(\lc ~improvement in this. { ho does not | mity but unity is what we wanl. Close no questions but
remember a time when men went to the Bible not so much to | those that Scripture has closed. Affirm no rnngiplcs but
ascertain ts meanmg, as to find weapons with which to con. | those first truths that lic at the basis of the life in Christ.
tend for their own views, Ifit be true, as Culeridge and { And, cven then, swear to no mere words. No signing of
Trench tells us, that words are living powers rather than life. | articles or repeating of confessions—only a manly declara-
less signs, and if life implics sensitiveness, it is frightful to tion, without entangling casuistries, of the substance of our
think what the words of Scripture must have suffered.  The | belicf. . .
agenies of martyrs on the 1ack were & pleasant sensation com. | Even with such & declaration there will be to some extent

ared to the torture underpone by the sacred Word when a | differences of interpreation.  We all believe in the inspira-
Soclrine was to be proved. Hut we do better now. Of|tion of the Scriptures, but not every one attaches exactly
course, the old ¢vil spirit is nat completcly exorcised yet, | the same meaning to the doctnne, though I am persuaded
But it is neacly so0, and soon will be so entirely. Take the { that, with all the utterance of the New Testament fairly
famous passage, ‘* God manifest 1 the flesh,” in order to g;alhctcd. 18 seceived not as the word of _man, but * as it is
contrast the two methods.  The old method said, Christ is{in truth, the word of God.” We all believe in the doctrine
God , ¢rgo, this passage must say <o ; #rpo, there must be, and | of election, but some may be more and others less confident
is, & mark in the letter which makes it not omicron but theta, § in the explaaations of d_’xe tdex given by our Islpcrs. We all
notes {who) but 7As(for Theos) God. Theopponent,of course,  believe 1n the fact and in the unutterably tervible chazacter
could play with the same edged tvols  He said, Chnst is|of fature punishments, and a majority doubtless regard them
not propetly God; 240, this passage must not say so; ergo, | as finzl and unending, but there are some who can assign no
there {s no mark in the letrer, and the proper transfation is {limits to the efficacy of Christ's atoning love, and who
not *“God " but ** which.” But we do not argue in that | * funtly trust the larger hope.” In the great principles of
way now. Dean Alford goes to the MS. itsell, touches it | our belief we are, I am sure, at one—and great principles
with & chemical preparation to make the letters distinet, and thzz are. ‘The boundless perfection of God, theatoning love
examines with a magnifying glass whether as matter of fact {of Christ, the power and efficacy of the Holy Ghost, the
the matk in the letter is there or no. He sees that the | destined triumph of divine grace, and. the hope that blooms
question is onc of fact, and cannot be settled by abstract | withimmortality, O, brethren, these are glorious beliefs—let
arpument.  This 1s one case, but it iltustrates a large num. | them inspire our very souls with an ardent enthusiasm and
ber. \We used to know that an Anglican commentator would { an exulting faith.  Above all let us be strong ia the t
find the dogmas of his Church everywhere i, Scripture, and | name of Jesus. Here is the panoply of our power. This
a Presbyterian his, and a Baptist his, and 30 on round the | has swayed the hearts of men for eighteen centuries and will
direle ; but now if a man 1s a competent scholar we buy lus | sway them still, Our honoured brother, Thomas Jones, who
commentary fearlestly, and are likely enough to read it [ has just ﬁms{itd his ministry in Melbourne, Australia, and
through without discuvening to what portion of the Church | returned to England, was the other day speaking in London.
he belongs.  Men are trying to ascertain what the Bible says § He said that when he faced a congregation of men and
rather than to find their opinions in it.  In other words they |-women in the chuich, it always seemed to him as though
ate applying scisntific methods of interpretation to the Scnp. [ they were saying, ** Well, litdle sit, and what have you to
tures.  And as the Scniptures have & meaning and an ascer- | say touson these great themes? Huve you any light to throw
tainable one, the time cannot be far distant when we shall | on the mystery? Any help togiveus?” Exactly so. Every
know what Scripture really says, what questions it finally | carnest man among us must understand the feeling, But,
closes and what it lcaves open. I believe the result will [ beloved trethren, if we are little the name o( Christ is not
abate the arrogance of us all.  \Weshall find that two-thirds { latle.  His holy incamnation is not little, His fasting and
of all out contruversics turn upon points on which the Bible temg‘uuon are not little, I:lis agony pnd bloody sweat are
is silent altogether gr which 1t designedly leaves open. But | not little, His precious atoning death is not little, His resur.
the gain will be great  We shall te nearer to the temper | rection and ascension are oot litle! And !f we be rapt by
and spirit of Christ.  What 1sessential tn the Gospel will be | the inspiration of these mighty truths, our littleness will be
seen as essentai, whatas inditferent will be knuwn to be | greatened by divine power and our strength will be made
indiffesent, so that we shall realize the aspiration which is | perfect in weakness. .
uttered somctimes not very intelligently, *“in essentials| Again, we must be one in character. Belaved brethren,
unity, in non-cssentials liberty, in all things charity.” we must be good men.  \Ve must be men filled with love to
ese, then, brethren are some of the advanrages which | God and love to man.  We must be men who are willing to
the Congregational churches have i view of the special | live, and if need be to die, for truth and rightcousness.
demands which the necessities of uut r.ge are making on the § O fet us not mistake the relative importance of aur qualifi-
cations. They are all noble and beautiful—leamning, clo-
quence, fervour of utterance, power of popular speech—all
are admirable. But one thing is necessary, it is that we be
in carnest to become good men ourseives and to make athers
so. It is not necessary to be leamned, but it is to be good.
It is not necessary 1o be cloquent, but it is to be pure in life.
It 15 not necessary to preach to a crowded congregation, but
it is essential to set an example of piety and truth to the
people of Christ. All other things are means. Goodness,
and goodness along, is the end.  The very death of Christ
is a means to that—and the powers of the sevenfold Spirit
ate but instruments in the Diviue hand to make us good. If
we are to lead our people to a great and noble life we must
live nobly and greatly ourselves.

And not only must we hive purely ourselves, but we must
purify the atmsphere of our denomination,  We must keep
out of our pulpits the men of low aims, of coarse tastes,
of profane and v:anton words, and of worldly lives. I speak
in A sadness, and, T will add, au indignation, for which I
have no adequate expression. At this moment our denomi-
nation staggers, it reels to its sery centre under the blows
nflicted upon 1t by clencal heense and secklessness.  If we
would All our place and do our work amony our sister
churches we must change ail that.  We must refase to allow
our country to te a penal coleny to which clerical conviets
» beginging,” 1t was sa to the Pulgnm Fathers, * the hon. | mdy be transported, and where they may wander around on
our shall be yours 10 the end of the world,”  Not the quan- ja ticket-of-leave.  We must sternly frown down and
tity, but the quality of what we do will determine our rank meglly eject from our midst the men whose presence sul.
i the kingdom of Cunst. can we do what s m:z,-dcd’l ies the innocence of our children and withers the white
Yes, if we fulfil 1he v nlinny A word an these, and 1! flower of blamelessness which is the sweetest blossom of
close | our domestic Iife. We must trample with indignant scom

The conditions may be put very bnefly. We must be{on the most bnlhant pulpit talents if they come to us
onz—one 1n puspose, character, effurt, y dissociated from a devout heart and a stainless conduct.

We-must be one sn purpose. It s therefore quite right | There is a canker in the midst of us. Evil and sin are
snd jast that we undersrand each other as to the great truths | done and we pass it bg. In this respect 1 appesi fervently

¢

which we consider to 1 included in Christianity. We must | and afiectionately to the lay delegates before me.  Brethren,

Church of Chiist.  We have a simple organization, which
leaves us free to attend to the weightier questions of thought,
white we might, of our denomipational structure were more
complicated, wasung vur energies on minuate points of

ity or ritual.  We hold to the all-sufficiency of hole{
ggriplurc as a judge and source of doctrine—a position whic
not only permits but compels us w0 court the fullest and
freest investigation of all that we teach.  And, thirdly, the
whole genius of our history commits us to the hope and
expectation of progressive theological knowledge, As
Robinson said, * 'us a part of our Church covenant ' to
seceive light from every quarter of the heavens, yea, to pray
and to strive for .

A great ~uestion remains,  Can we rise to the dutics that
call us and 1ne destiny that awaits us?  Are we men ¢nough
for the day? (an we * stand and cuver our stations '’ in
the great conflict between truth and error, between right and
wrong? We can, if we arec only true to Chnst and to one
another. 1tis true that i Canada we are not numerous.
But the race 13 not always 0 the swift nor the battle to the
strong.  The six hundied men who charged for the old flag
at Balaclava were but a fragment of an army, yet their
deed isimmostal. It s those who plead frr great truths, who
hold up the beacun hight ot maghty pninaples, on whose
biows l\lc Iaurcis of victory shall gather.  **Ye have made

be not 5o easily taken with a pompous or insintating man.

ner, or with a fluent tongue.  Insist on adequate credentials
of high character and preved trustworthiness. Do not elect
intoyourpulpitsmen whose garmentsaredefiled, and whohave
fled across the sea to hide the shame of their moral naked.
ness. I might say that in the long run it will not pay, but
even If it did, if it crowded your churches with hearers and
filled thelr coffers with gold till they began to break beneath
the pressure, the blessing of God is not on it.  ** A bishop
must be blameless *—1t is not my law but the law of Christ.

«\s for us, my clerical brethren, shall we not resolve to lay
hands suddenly on no man? Do we not owe it not only to
one another hut to Christ, not to act in this matter without
consultation with our brethren? Has not hann been already
done? May I express the hope that we shall not separate
from this Union without earnest and prayetful consideration
of what can and ought to be done to clear the contaminated
air?

Finally, we must be onc ineffort.  1do notenlarge on that,
But let this Union be not only a meeting once a year, let it
be a holy and perpetual brotherhood in prayer and labour.
I wish there wete other and local mectings in the intervals,
I wish we helped cach other more. I wish we were banded
toglclher more closely both to promote good and to resist

evil,
May the blessing of God rest on our meeting! May

the spirit of truth and love and power dwell in our hearts
and speak from our tongues. May the churches that we
represent receive apew the inspiratton of the Holy Ghost,
May they arisc anid shine because their light is come and
the glory of the Lord has arisen upon them.

Onc word of personal reference.  During the year one of
our seats of learning has conferred upen me a great honour,
I'am not so presumpluous as o suppose that it was my per-
sonal qualitics alone that moved them to reader me a
mark of regard. In great part I have to thank you for it m
brethren. It is as your chairman and representative that
have been thus distinguished, When therefore my term of
office shall have ended, I shall stul} carry into my more pri-
vate work the memonals of your love and confidence—which,
believe me, I value beyond words. May God make me
more worthy of them !

After the chairman's address, the Union Commit-
tee submitted the annual report. [t recommended a
change in the election of chairman. The present be-
loved and valued chairman, Dr. Stevenson, would by
this remain chairman until the close of the current
calendar year, and the chairman for 1881 be elected
now. -

The committee also recommended the issuing of a
small tract for the guidance of vacant churches, giving
them instructions as to the best manner of pro-
cedure in such circumstances. This was needful, as
unworthy men were sometimes introduced to pulpits,
The difficulty of procuring supplies for the pulpit
from week to week, exposes congregations to the
temptation of taking up with any one calling himself
a minister.

Honorary membership in the Union was to be
only on the recommendation of the Membership Com-
mittee.

It also recommended the using of a circular
letter in the churches ; that one day of each session
of the Union should be devoted to the various socie-
ties of the Denomination, and that the secretaries
should arrange together for these meetings. This
being the jubilee year.of the Congregational Union of
England and Wales, it was desirable that we in some
way join them and aid in circulating among our
churches the publications they propose to issue, The
report was accepted and adopted,

On behalf of the Union Committee, Rev., J. Wood
proposed Rev. S, N. Jackson, M.D., as chairman of
the Union for 1881. Rev. J. B. Silcox thought it
wouid be wise to elect a layman to this position, and
proposed George Hague, Esq. This was supported
by Mr. H. J. Clarke. ‘Che question being raised as
to whether Mr. Hague was eligible, not being a mem.
ber or delegate, the matter was laid over for further
consideration,

The Union adjourned for lunch. The ladies of
Emmanuel Church had prepared a magnificent spread
in the basement, and a happy hour was passed.
Aiter-dinner speeches were made by Dr. Stevenson,
Dr. Wilkes, . D. Litch, and H. J. Clarke.

AFTEROON SESSION.

Apphcations for membership and letters of dismis-
sion were presented and referred to the Membership
Commuttee. A letter of invitation to the rooms of
the Mechanics’ Institute was read, also one from
Puncipal Dawson, inviting the members to McGill

University museum and grounds.
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The nomination of Geerge Hague, Esq., s chair-
man, was withdrawn, he not being a member of the
Union, and on motion the Rev. Dr. Jackson was unani-
mously clected.

A hearty vote of thanks was presented to Rev. Dr.
Stevenson for his very able address. He was re-
quested to allow the editor of the “ Year Book ¥ to
publish it. Several also requested that it be printed
in pamphlet form for wide distribution,

The Rev. Drs. Wilkes, Duff, and Prof. Cornish
were delegated to represent this Union at the Jubilee
of the Congregational Union of England and Wales.

Revs. Dr, Duff and R. K. Black were appointed as
a delegation to convey the fraternal greetings of the
Union to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church now in session in the city.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

Rev. J. B. Silcox read a paper on “ The present
aspect of Sunday school work and its demands.” He
said—~The most hopeful aspect ot Sunday school
work to-day was tne fact that the Church was begin-
ning to realize the importance of young life. In the
conquest of this world to Christ, the Christian teacher
has a work as well as the preachey. Missionaries are
learning that to overthrow heathenism they must
gather the children and youth into Christian schools.

The Sunday school demands to be recognized asa
part of the divinely ordained Church of Christ. Itis
not 2 human institution but is coeval with the Church
of God. The Jewish Church included the school.
They had a regular teaching service which corresponds
with our school. The early Christian Church took
special care to instruct the young in the doctrines and
ethics of the Gospel. The command “ Go . . teach”
is as obligatory on the Church as the command “ Go. .
preach.” The school demands a fair share of the funds
of the Church. It demands the best talent of the
Church as officers and teachers, The Church should
exercise the greatest care in the selection of teachers.
The school demands the pastor of the church. He
should give special attention to this department of
church work. He should assist in the selection and
training of teachers. Teachers' meetings should be
held weekly, and these should be under the super-
vision of *he pastor. He should also assist in tha
s.lection o. ‘he literature. The Church can best
oppose sceptical and pernicious literature by filling
the Sunday school libraries with good books and
circulating good papers. He closed by recommend-
ing the holding of an annual Sunday school meeiing in
connection with the Union, and also the appointment
of a special committee to inquire into the condition
of our schools, which should report to the Union.

The paper was followed by an amimated discussion.

Rev. D. McGregor heartily supported the holding
of the Sunday School Institute yearly in connection
with the Union. He thought our churches should
give this subject more study.

Rev. R. Brown agreed as to the Institute, He
had lately taken increased and special interest 1n his
Sunday school, and found it good for himself. It
helped him in the regular work of the ministry. There
was need of enlisting the active co-operation of the
parents.

Rev. W. H. Allworth was a fast friend of Sunday
schools, but he did not think they required the spe-
cial attention of this Union. The subject was ridden to
death. He had tried to hold a teachers’ meeting, but
the teachers would not come ou:.

Rev. Prof. Cornish agreed with the paper, that the
Church was responsible for the religious education of
the young, and that the school was a part of the
Church, The Church should instruct the young in
Bible truth, but he thought they were not doing it,
He feared there was too much routine work in the
schools. Hedid not favour the Inernational Series of
Lessons,

Rev. R. W. Wallace, B.D., thought the paper read
lacked originality. He had heard it all before, many
times. There was no need whatever of Sundny‘
School Institutes.

Mr. H. J. Clarke, superintendent of the Northern

need of old truths being restated and enforced. Hc'
was 1n favour of such meetings, and folt it desirable
to hold a monthly prayer-meeting of the church for
special prayes for the young of the church. As a
superintendent he felt the need of something being
done to interest ministers in the Sunday school.

Mr. W. H. Cox, of Burford, as a supenintendent,
fully agreed with the paper. e thought the subject
worthy of the attention of the Union,

On motton of Rev. R, Mackay, it was resolved te
hold a Sunday School Institute annually in connec-
tion with the Union.

On wotion of Dr. Jackson, it was resolved that the
thank: of this Union be presented to Rev. . B.
Silcox tor lus excellent paper on Sunday school work,
and that the Union expresses its warmest interest in
the Raikes Centenary Celebration, ard trusts that it
will impart a new impetus to the work in all parts of
the world, and also that this Umon requests H. J.
Clark, Esq., to represent it at the said celebration,
and to wish all our fellow workers God speed in this
important department of Christian work.

“ THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.”

Mr. A. Christie, business manager, gave a financial
statement of the CANADIAN INDEPENDENT. There
was an urgent necessity for more stock. It was aiso
desirable that some one in each church should take
the matter up and get new subscribers,

Mr. H. J. Clark said he had taken the duties of
editor at the urgent request of the Directors. He was
more and more convinced that our churches needed
the INDEPENDENT.  He offered to be one of fifty to
give ten dollars per year towards increasing its stock.
Several others volunteered to join the fifty.

Rev. Dr. Wilkes rejoiced that the paper was so
ably conducted. It was a credit to the denomination.
Rev. Prof. Cornish and Dr. Stevencon spoke in highest
terms of the paper. It should be in the home of
every family in our churches,

On motion it was resolved, * That this Union ex-
presses its sense of the importance to our denomina-
tion of the CANADIAN INDEPENDENT ; urges upon
our churches and rmembers to subscribe $1,000, to be
issued as further shares in order to give a fair working
capital to the CANADIAN INDEPENDENT ; further that
we express our great satisfaction at its conduct under
the able editorship of Mr. H. ]. Clark, and our thanks
to him for his free services so generously rendered.”

The Revs. J. B. Silcox and R. W, Wallace, B.D.,
and Messrs. James Smith and A. Christie, were ap-
pointed a committee to canvass for a guarantee fund
of $1,000 for the CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

Rev. John Wood, in the absence of Rev. W, H.
Warriner, B.A,, read the annual statistical report. It
shewed improvement all along the iine. There were
upwards of oo additions to the membership of the
churches. The financial increase over last year was
$17,022. There had been raised for local church
objects during the year, $77,644 ; denommational ob-
jects, $4,678 ; foreiga missions, $1,246.

A resolution of sympathy with the family of Rev.
J. L. Forster in their bereavement was passed by the
Union rising and engaging in prayer led by Rev.
Prof. Fenw.ck.

THE EVENING SESSION

Was wholly devoted to Missions, with Charles Whit-
law, Esq., of Paris, Ont., in the chair. The hymn,
* Great GGod, the nations of the earth
Are by creation thine,”
was sung, and the Rev. fohn Fraser, of Vermont, led
in praycr.

The venerable Sccret -y-Treasurer, Rev. Dr.Wilkes, ,
read the annual report of the Home Missionary So~;
ciety. The outlook to-day was morc hopeful than;
last year. The indebtedness of .ne Society had been
wiped out during the year, and the grants adjusted to

speaker. In an cloquent address he emphasized the
fact that the Church ceases tu be Christian when
ceases to be mussiwnary. We need hearty, suuple,
faithful prayer, but work must follow. We arc indi-
vidually responsible to God for thus work.  There s
neced of a fuller consecration of vur wealih to Gud.
If we double our devotion, God will double our bles-
sings.

Rev. W, Lwing, B.A,, of Winnipeg, was the next
spcaker. He spoke of the great resources of Mam-
toba and the North-West. ‘They contauin, he saud,
more arable land than all the rest of the Dominion
combined. The rivers are filled with fish and the
mines with ore.  The opening of the West is essential
tu the growth of the Dominion.  The fertde valleys or
Manitoba are being rapudly pevpled. These valleys
will be the greatest fields of the world. He was grati.
fied he had gone there, and gase many interesting
incidents of mission work. He pleaded that we take
that land for Chnist,

Rev. W. W. Smith spoke on behalf of the Congre-
gational Indian Missionary Society. Christians owe
a duty to the Indian. He was pleased to think ol
himself as onc of the fathers of this work, It seemed
small now, but it would look more mmportant a hun-
dred years hence. Joha Elot's work and Dawvid
Brainerd’s work were no doubt sneered at mn their day
by money-making colomsts. But they scem great
now. The Indians, though fond of forms and cere-
monies, a tendency that has to be watched, are often
most whole-souled converts, and take very naturally to
the Congregational mode ot Church government, never
begrudging even a whole day to a conference over
Church affairs. The native pastor at Saugeen, and
Miss Bayls, north of Georgian Bay, have each done
a fine wwork. The Society was ready to push out to

jthe West as soon as funds were furmshed by the

friends of missions.

The Rev. Duncan McGregor, M.A,, briefly advo-
cated the claims of the Labrador Mission. A coast
of ninety mules frequented by sailors depended wholly
upon this mission. The cost was about $1,c00
annually.

The Rev. W. H. Heu de Bourck pleaded for more
faithin God. He spoke of Congregational churches as
giving woman her proper place, and though he could
not help blaming Adam the First, he rejoiced in the
second Adam, who came to save him and teach him
his love. It 1s not only necessary to know what God
has done for us, we must know what we have to do
for God and man.

A collection was taken up, and the meeting closed
with the benediction.

FRIDAY, JUNE 1111

The first hour of the morning session was occupied
in devotional exercises, conducted by Rev William
Hay.

PROVIDENT FUND SOCIETY.

Mr. C. R, Black presented the annual repurt of the
Provident Fund Society, which shewed that the So-
cicty was in a healthy financial condition,

CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE OF BRITISH NORTH
AMERICA,

Mr. George Fenwick, of Kingston, having been
called to the chair, Rev. Prof. Cornish, Secretary
of the Congregational College, presented the annual
report. By reason of the gift of Mr. W. ! Snulie,
of New York, of five thousand doilars, and of Mr.
Joseph Jackson, Montreal, of four thousand, the en-
dowment fund of twenty thousand dollars is now per-
fected. Mr. Robert Anderson had ygiven exlubitions
of $30, $30 and $20 to be competed for by the stu-
dents.

The Treasurer’s statement shewed ieceipts, $4,-
033.0y , dishursements, $4,350.y2 ; balance duz the
Treasurer, $347.83.

she income. Reference was made to the work begun
in Winnipeg by Rev. W, Ewing, B.A,, and also to:
Rev. John Brown, who has just gone there. The
receipts of the year exceeded those of last.

The Chairman pleaded for a permanent addition to,
the funds of the Society.

Church Sunday School, Toronto, thought there was

Rev. H. D. Hunter, of Newmarket, was the ﬁrstl

It was moved by Rev. W. H. Allworth, seconded
by Rev. [. B. Sileex, and resolved, ** That the repust
of the Luard of Lurectors Le recenad and adopied ,
and that the action of the boaird in Wl and several of
the matters appertaining to the Ladowment Fund Le
and hereby 15 sustauned.”

The Rev. Prof. Fenwick, in reference o iiat pait
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of the Report which spoke of several students haviny
withdrawn from the College, wished 1t to be known

that the Faculty courted the fullest investigation as to

the causes.

Kev. H. Pedley, B.A, was of opinion that more at-
tention should be given to Bibhcal exegesis. Our
great classic 1s the New Testament and it should be
more dilsgently studied. '

Rev. K. K. Black thought that sunultancous study
i McGill University and an theulogy reawred more
strength than ordinary minds had,

Rev. Dr. Stevenson contended that better prepara-
tion for college was necessary.
morc tine to the study of theology.

Mr. Geo. Hague spoke asa layman. He recom-
mended strengthening the college yet more and more
financially, and raising the standard. He favoured the
plan of insisting on every student taking a full univer-
sity course before he began to study theology.

Rev. W. H Allworth contended that there was a
work and a place for men 1n this country who had not
a university course. Men of spiritual power and
Chnistian chrracter might accomplish much for Christ.

Rev. J. Burton, B.A,, favoured a higher standard.

Mr. Henry Uyman thought that the religious fervour
of students cooled down by over-devotion to secular
study.

‘The discussion was continued by the Rev. Dr. Duff,
the Revs. R. Brown, A. O. Cossar, and E D. Silcox.

The second resolution, moved by the Rev W. Hay,
was, “ That this meeting has heard with graufication
the report now presented of the completion of the En-
dowment Fund of $20,000 1n aid of the establishment
of the Professorship of Theoloyy, and records its warm
appreciation of the hiberality of those friends, both in
this country and elsewhere, who have contributed
thereto. It further tenders to the Rev. Dr. Wilkes
and Dr. Cornish its cordial thanks for their unremit-
ung care and cxertions on behalf of the Fund, from the
time of its inception until now.”

Mr. Hay, in moving this vote of thanks, referred to
the infiuence this College had excited in securing civil
and religious liberty for Upper Canada in years gone
by. In that struggle Congregational minsters, to a
man, stood for hiberty. In referring to his alma mater,
he said that Rev. Dr. Geikie, author of *“ The Life of
Chrnist,” was a classma & with him n this College.

Moved by Rev. Dr. Jackson, seconded by Rev. R.
Biown, and resotved  “ I'hat this Corporation records
1ts Iincly sense of the valuable service so cheerfully ren-
dered to the College by Zion Church in providing, free
of charge, accommodation for lecture room and h-
brary : and tenders to the charch its hearty thanks!
for tlus pencrous and long-continued kindness.”

It was moved by Rev. John Waod. seconded by
Rev. H. Pedley, and resolved :- - That this Corpora-
ton once more acknowledges with gratitude the deep
obliga.ion under which the College 1s placed by the
continued hiberahty of the Colonial Missionary Society.
It also cordially thanks Mr. Robt. Anderson for the
thoughtful kindness he has displaved in the interests ;
of the students by offering for compeution the exhibi- |
tions now reported.”

A new Board ot Directers was then elected, of which
the Rev. J. k. Stevenson, DD, s Charrman. ;

LUNCHL %

The members sat down to another exccllent tunch *
provided for them 1n the basement by the ladies of |
Fmmanucl Church, !

Kev. r. Wilkes introduced the after-dinner speak- |
ers. Rev. J. Fraser, of Vermont, rejoiced 1 bemg with .
hisloving old friends once more. Rev. B, B. Sherman, .

B D, was mtroduced as the associated pastor of
Sherbrooke chutch, which church hashad only two pas-
tors in forty years.  Kev Jas hoy hiked the frankness
and humour of the mectings.  Rev. J. Burton and A.
E. Xinmonth also buefly acdressed the gathering,
As an tndication of the hospilality of the ladies, we
give the Fadyy baner Bad of Fare  Avass, beef,
lamb, veal.  Louid, ham, tongue, veal pee, beef steak
pre. Sawd, irttuce, potato. Uswert, bie appie,
nunce, castard, lemon and thubarb | cake, oranges,
lemonade, ginger ate, tea, cutlee, seed-water,  Harmet

“delegates cats powerful.”  Observation confirms that | should be more co-operation among them. Said Mr.
stateient. | Laing, “ We should no! only cultivate {riendliness in
‘The Union met after lunch. éour assemblics, but also in the localities where we

i FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHID, ‘labour side by side. It is a pity that one Ch.urch
'should weaken the hands of another when there is so

The followiig resolutions were adopted by the
Union .

1. That while the Union desires to cmphasize the!

much 1o overtake.”
The addresses wers applanded. They were re-
sponded to by the Rev. Dr. Stevenson.

e weuld advise.

fact tha* under the Constitution of Christ each local, e
, Conmyegational church is complete in itself, and should | NEW M ""“m"ks-. .
fully use 1ts freedom of self government according to:  The following persons were received into the mem-
- divine law, nevertheless, as each church forms a part | bership of the Union: Revs. John Burton, B.A,
l'of a confederary of churches of the one denomination - James Roy, M.A., B. B, Sherman, M.A, B.DD,, W. H.
and a portion of the visible kingdom of Cbhrist or the Heu de Bourck, J. C. Wrnght, J. L.'lech, A E-.K'"'
one body catholic, we therefore would carnestly vrge month, W, J. Cuthbertson, D. McKinnon, F. Wrigley,

_the T'nion.

our mimsters and churches to give faithful attention !
and practical application to the following recommen-,
dations .

(1) That while they should seck to cultivate fellow-
ship between the Evangelical Churches of Christ, it
should be a special aim and effort to do so among
those of our faith and order.

(2) That in the exercise of self-government 2ach
church should ever keep in mind its relationship to
sister churches, and the fact that no church can live
only to itself, and in all its affairs of administration
should seck the glory of God and the general good of
the whole family of churches.

(3) That 1n all :mportant matters of church action
which naturally have an influence on the denomination
at large, while the church has full authomty to deal
with them, it should be canstantly borne in mind that
the interests of Christian fellowship, and the good of
God’s kingdom, call for mutual counsel and support
from surrounding sister churches, and should be freely
and frankly sought.

(4} That especially in the formation of new churches,
the disbanding of a church, in the reception of mims-
ters from other countries or from other denominations
n this country, and in the ordination >f ministers and
evangehists, advice should be sought from a Council
composcd of pastors and delegates from surrounding
sister churches.

(3) That aside from the higher grounds of the fel-
lowship of the churches, and their mutual obligations
to Chnist, the Divine Head of the Church, it should
be remembered that the denomination at large has
vested nterests in the churches through the help af-
forded them hitherto or now by our denominational
wstitutions, such as the missionary societies and the
College, and cannot 1 honour ignore the obligation
this nghtfully involves of secking in all things to main-
tain the harmony and interests of .}l ; also that in like
manner the churches have a general claim upon the
sympathies and co-operation of the ministers they
have assisted to educate for their work which none
can honourably ¢verlook.

(6) That it sheuld be borne in mind that organized
Congregationalism has no necessary tendency to sub-
vert the principles of our denomination, but is the
intelhgent union and mutual co-operation of the
churches for closer fellowship and the fuifilment of
mor. efficient work for Christ, without the least in-,
fungement upon the freedom or nights of the incal
churches.

A MANUAL,

1. It was also resolved that a Congregational
manual be pubhshed, and that Revs. Dr. Wilkes,
Stevenson, Jackson, and J. Woed prepare 1t.

DELEGATES FROM THE ASSEMBLY,

A deputation {rom the Canada Presbyterian Gen-
eral Assembly Rev. T. McPherson and Rev. J.
Laing--brought the Assembly’s Chnistian grectings to
‘The Rev, Mr. McPherson made a happy

spee o on the words of Abraham to Lot : * Let there

+be no stafe [ pray thee between my herdsmen and

thine.” The Rev. Mr. Lung nad been in early days |
under Congregational influrnce 1n Danwville, and hel
remembe.ed those eaniy days with great debight.
thuught that there should be a closing up of ranks of
Al the chutches when such quastions as these are.
asked in the comnienny, “Is there a God? s there |
a revelauon?  Is there regenerauon’” He did not

He,

D. McGregor, M.A., W, Wetherall.

The church at Waterville, P.Q)., was al.o reccived
into the Union.

INDIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The nincteenth annual meeting of the Congrega-
tional Indian Missivnary Society was then held, with
Rev. H. D. Powis in the chair.

The Secretary, Rev. Jas. Howell, read the annual
report, shewing the progress of the work done by this
Society among the Indians.

The report referred to the fact that Miss Baylis and
Mr. Walker had been labouring during the year with
considerable success. A Mr. Nichol, of Elora, is to
enter upon an engagement in July for a year, and pro-
mises to be a useful worker. The ficld is continually
widemng out, and the question arises as to whether
the Indians of the North-west should be considered as
claimants upon the consideration uf this Society. Mr.
Walker has transl: .ed about fifty hymns into the
Opbway language. The bell which was sent up last
year kas been broken, it is supposed by an enemy's
hand, and as the Indians have no watches aad
need the bell to know when the hours for church or
school arrive, it is hoped that some one will send them
up such a useful appendage to the mission.

The receipts of the Society had been as foltows :
Balance in hand, $159.37; subscriptions, $1,945.94.
Total, $z,105.31. Expenses, $1,873.87. Balance in
hand at present, $231.44.

UNWORTHY MINISTERS.

It was moved by Rev. R. W. Wallace, B.D,,
seconded by Rev. W. H. Allworth, and unanimously
resolved : -

“That wheraas some of the churches of our de-
nomination in Canada during the past year . :red
seriously through the action of unworthy men who
have, under pretence of genius, been called to the
pastorate of these churches, while subsequent revela-
tions have shewn them to be wolves in sheep’s
clothing, and whereas though no Conyregational min-
1ster 1s responsible for the misdeeds of another, and
no Congregational church is responsible for the errors
of another, yet n public estimation the stigma upon
one erring mimster or church is visited in some
measure upon all, and our principles are blamed for
the wrong-doing of the indtvtdual, all the members
suffering 1n the suffering of the one member. There-
fore, be 1t resolved that “the munisters and delegates
assembled 1n Union would respectfully urge upon the
Congregational churches in Canada the propriety and
need of the strictest caution in summoning men to
the pastorate over them, and of avoiding men who
cannot furnish papers of good standing, or are un-
willing to be ordamned or installed by the brethren
whom the church may summon for the purpose, and
that, inasmuch as evidences of godliness and manli-
ness are essential to the success of any minister or
the church under his leadership, there should be no
undue haste in calling & pastor, but that time should
be allowed for the fullest investigation before entering
upon so solemn and important an engagement, as
that between the church and a minister.”

SOCIAL MEETING.

A very .nimated and delightful scene was presented
by the socia! gathering, held in the basement of the
Jhurch in the evening.  The utmost cordiality seemed
to prevail everywhere. Old friends greeted one ano-
ther again, and new friendships were readily formed.

Beecher Steue has one of her characters 1o say that! think there would be 2 fusion of Churches, but there ] The floral and other decorations which the skilful
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fingers of the ladies had arranged in such profusion
contributed very much to the cheerfulness and bright-
ness of the ocrasion, Not saticfied with the liberal
repast which they provided at noon of the last two
days, the gencrous and unwearying efforts of the
ladies culminated in their inviting their guests of the
evening to partake of a nich variety of tempting
refreshments, consisting of tea and coffee, cakes,
lemonade and ice-cream. The social element was
never before so largely drawn upon and ministered to
as it has been during this mecting of the Union. The
highest praise i3 due to those who hkave been so
lavish of their time and thought and labour in the
endeavour 1o make this meeting of the Union one to
be long remeinbered with delight.
SATURDAY, JUNE 2T,

Rev. J. Salmon, B.A., conducted the devotional
exercises from 9 to 10.

UNION COMMITTEE.

The folloving were appointed on the Union Com.
mittee for 1881 :—Revs. H. D. Powis, ]. Burton, J. B,
Silcox, W. B, Warriner, Joseph Griffith, E. D. Silcox,
H. D. Hunter, R. Hay, Drs. S. N. Jackson, D.
Stevenson, and Messrs. D. Higgins, H. J. Clatke, J.
Smith, D. Williams, R. Flint, W, Freeland, Thomas
Parker and J. Barber.

NEXT MEETING PLACE.

The Union resolved to accept the invitation of Zion
Church, Toronto, to meet there next year.

Rev. D. McG:egor, broaght forward a resolution
having for its object the strengthening of the different
enterprises of the Church and the formation of a
I.adies’ Missiunary Society in connection with our
churches. It was referred to the Business Com-
mittee.

THE PASTORAL.

Rev. Dr. Stevenson and John Wood were appointed
a committec to preparc a pastoral letter to be ad.
dressed to all the churches in connection with the
Union, and the Rev. Drs, Wilkes and Stevenson to
prepare a manual for the use of ministers.

PAPERS FOR NEXT YEAR.

The following were requested to prepare papers
for next year :—Mr. H. J. Clark, subject, “ Sunday
School and Church ;" Rev. John 3urton, B.A,
“ Church Finance and Benevolence;” Rev. James
Roy, M.A,, *“ The Mission of the Church.” The Rev.
J. L. Forster, of Calvary Church, Montreal, was ap:
pointed to preach the annual sermon. Rev. Wm.
Manchee asked for and reccived a lettef of dismissal.
Rev. F. Ireland’s application for a similar letter was
laid over for one year.

WILKES JUBILEE FUND.

Rev. Professor Cornish brought forward the Wilkes
Jubilee fund. The mtent was to present Dr. Wilkes,
who for over forty years had been the honoured
pastor of Zion Church, Montreal, with a substantial
expression of the Church’s esteem ior him as a
Christian man and minister. Over three thousand
dollars hzad already been subscnbed, and he (Prof.
Cornish) was certain that a still larger amount would
be raised if the matter were brought to the attention
of all our churches, Members in Emmanual Church
had contributed about twelve hundred dollars to this
fund,

Dr. Jackson spoke on the subject. He was suse
that all the churches were in hearty sympathy with
this movement; and, on motion, it was recommended
that the Committee appoint some one to visit the
churches in behalf of this fund.

REV. R. MACKAY,

The Union, by a resolution, expressed its joy to
know that Rev. R, Mackay would continue his work
as an Evangelist amcag our churches. His ministry
had been blessed in the conversion, of many to
Christ. He has the confidence and affection of all
his brethren.

CHURCH BUILDING SOCIETY.

The Rev. R. W. Wallace, B.D., read a paper advo-
cating the formation of a “Cengregational Church
Building Society.” The American Congregationalists
by a sinular socicty had aided in the erection of three

hundred churches last year. The English Congre-
gationalists have more than one such soctety, and by
this agency are butlding churches all aver the country
He felt the tire had arrived for such a socicey here.

This paper, together with a previous resolution on
the same subject introduced by Revs. J. Burton and
S. N. Jackson, called forth a lengthened and earnest
discussion.

Dr. Wilkes favoured the formation of such a society.
The Congregational Chapel Building Society in Lon.
don had now a capital of about a quarter of a nulhon
dollars. He believed they intended to extend their
operations to thke colonies. J. Crossley, Esq.. had
years ago lent Zion Church, Toronto, $5,000, without

interest. It was returned to him sooner thap the
bonds called for. To get help we must first help our-
selves.

Rev. J. Burton urged the immediate formation of
this society. We must build securely, observing the
“pay as you go” plan. He was convinced of the
necessity of applying to the English Society for as-
sistance.

Rev. Dr. Jackson favoured the formation of an
auxiliary to the English Chapel Building Socicty. We
need a loan from the old country in order to begin at
once.

Rev. W. H. A. Claris visited England tvo years
ago, and was convinced that England would assist in
establishing a Chape! Building Society here.

Mr. R. McLachlan (Montreal) was persuaded that
we must start ourselves in this .aatter. No one will
start for us.

Several others took part in the discussion, when a
Toronto delegate, Mr. James Smith, volunteered to be
one of one hundred to give S50 each to start the So-
ciety. The matter was referred to the Business Com-
mittee, who at a subsequent period reported, when it
was resolved that the thanks of the Union be tendered
to Rev. R. W, Wallace, B.D,, for his able and practi-
cal paper on church building extension, and that an
effort be made at once to raise $10,000 as a nucleus to
a church building fund ; and further, that steps be
taken to ascertain if the English trustees will agree to
the formation of an auxiliary according to the propasal
already before the Union.

The following gentlemen were appointed as a com-
mittee : Revs, J. Burton, S. N. Jackson, Dr. Steven-
son, R. W, Wallace, and Messrs. Geo. Hague, G. S.
Fenwick, H. J. Clark. Henry Lyman, James Smith,
and Chas. Whitlaw.

VACANT CHURCHES,

Rev. Dr. Wiikes read a paper treating on the subject
of how a church desiting a pastor should proceed to;
clect one. He strongly urged that chuiches shouid |
carefuily inquire 1nto the character of the apphcant. |
Neghbouring churches and pastors should be con.
sulted with and mvited 1o sit as a council in the -
stallac.un of the pastor elect.

Professor Cormish thought such a tract extremely

and enjoyed tea, cake, ice cream, etc.  After some

happy speeches the meeting broke up.  In the even-

g the alumu pathered at the house of Dr. Stevenson,

and spent a pleasant time in reviewing college days.
UNION SUNDAY.

In Emmanuel Church the Rev. G. M. Grant, D.D,,
preached in the motraing from the text, “ Love not the
world.” In the afternoor the Sunday school was ad-
dressed by Revs. B. B. Sherman, B.D,, J. B. Silcox
and W, W, Simith. In the evening Rev, R. W, Wal-
lace, B.D, preached the second Union sermon from
1 Cor.ii 3, 4. . The Chuich, ke said, was to be hon-
oured in her attachments t. Christ.  The nunistry
was to keep the gaze of ::an continually fived on
Christ.  When the apostles were launched out in the
world to do Christ’s work, they were not to dissemni-
nate their own opinions but the truths which origi-
nated in Chnst. The Church must not go before
Christ, nor behind. It must not be broader or nar-
rower than Chust. The nccessity of the age was a
closer walk with God on the part of Christians. At
the closc of the service the Lord's supper was ob-
served. A large number of the members of the Union
with members of the various Congregational churches
joined in this communion service.

OTHER CHURCIHES.

In Zion Church Rev. J. B. Silcox preached in the
morning, and in the evening the pastor, Rev. A. J.
Bray, preached, His subject was “ Paradise Lost.”
A goodly number of ministers and delegates were pre-
sent to hear Mr. Bray. In Wesley Congregational
Church Revs. H. Pedley, B.A., and J. Burton, B.A,,
preached. In Calvary Church F. C. W. McColl,
M.A. and J. B. Silcox preached. ‘The Sunday school
of this church was addressed by Rev. \W. W, Smuth
B. W. Day, H. D. Hunter, and B. \W. Robertson.
This church under the pastorate of Rev. J. L. Foister
1s making steady and healthy progress.  In Inspector
street Church Revs. J. Salmon, B.A,, and R. Mackay
preached. The pastor, Rev. A. McFadyen, welcomed
a large number of converts to the membership 1n the
evening. This church has been blessed with a revival,

MONDAY, JUNE 1414,

After devotional exercises, from g to 10 a.m, con-
ducted by Rev. H. Pedley, B.A., an pplication for
memberskip, to the Union, was made b the Congrega-
tional Church i Winnipeg, but as tns Union only
embraces churches 1n Ontano and Quebec, 1t was re-
gretted that their apphcation could not be recerved at
present.

Rev. J. A. Burton, M.A, gave notice of a motion
that he would move at the next meeting of the Union,
that such a change in the constitution should be made
as to admit such churches as Winnipey.

Rev. D. McGregor recommended the appoint-
ment of some one in cach district tu canvass for and
;advoc.nc the dums of the Church’s different insutu-
: tions.

desirable. ! It was resolved, on motion of the Nomination Com-

Rev. E. C. W. McColl thought the council calted to | muttee, that the thasks of the Uniun be tendered to the
A U . . gt i y N .
wnstall a pastor should mect some tme before the day | Rev. W, H. Warriner, B A, for lus valuable services as

appointed n order that they might have time to make ' Statistical Secretary, and that he be requested to con-
all needful 1nvestigations tiwue his work, and to Rev, Juhn Wood tor his services

Rev. Dr. Jackson suggested a central buicau to @5 Secretary of the Uniun, and that he be again ap

which pastorless churchies and churchless pastors  Ponted to that position.

could communicate. in this way both parties could. LADIES MISSION,

obtain needed information. It was resolved that the resolution introduced by
Dr. Stevenson favoured tlus, He lhought it would! Rev. Mr. MCUIC){OI’ rc];lting to the formation of a i.a-

make a church more carcful 1n sele ting a mumister f ey’ Missicn. iry Soceety, be relerred to the Union

they knew that they were to brng lim and his cre . Commutee to report next year, and if thought expeds-

dentials before a counail. | ent, to summon a meeuny of ladies for the formation

A HALF HOLIDAY.  of such an auxiliary.

The Union was disnussed at noon toallow members | PR TEMPERANCE QUESTION,
an afternoon of freedom from ecclesiastical torl. Some, Rev. R. W. Wajlace moved, seconded by Rev. J.
“took the Mountain Park drive, some others a ride Wood, * That this Union reatfirm ats former position
down the St. Lawrence, or visited places of interest 1n lin regard 1o the practical question of total ubstinence
the city. At four pm. a large number of mimsters | from intoxicants, and hopes that all the churches of
:and delegates with friends in the ity gathered 1o the our order will throw their strongest nfluences on the
‘garden party given by Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Hague.  side of those who are labouning for the removal of the
Everything was dune for the comfort and enjoyment _tratic in strong dnink, and that this U nion rejoices
cof the guests. A band from the uty gave the best of : the fact that the Seott Act has been declared consu-

(music.  After sunaet the guests gathered in the huuscj tutional by tae Supreme Court, and has been saved
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and as the present year may see this Act subimtted
in many of the counties of our Province, thy ' mon
hopes that the Congregational churches will not be be-
hind an the fight aganst intemperance, whirh i< cer
tainly coming.”

This moiion was ¢arried, and the Union adjrurned
for the Home Missionary Society.

MANITORA MISSIONS,

On motion, it was resolved that a special committee
be appointed to take charge of the Manitoba nussion,
and that it be authorized to make no grants of moneys
for tho work there beyond those amounts specially
contnbuted by the Colonial Missionary Society, by
churches, ot by individuals, for the purpose of missions
in Manitoba and the North-\West, the following gentle-
men to form such a Commiitee : Rev. J L. Forster
(Secretary), Revs. Dr. Stevenson, Prof Fenwick, A
M. McFadyen, Messrs. George Hague, T Robertson,
J. R. Daugall, H. Sauaders, and C Cushing

Soveral resolutions were then passed concerning the |
sale of certain church buildings not now occupied by

churches,
MISSION QPERATIONS.

by the action of the Senate from practical deetruction, ! Rev. J. Wood was appointed to present the annual

Rev. W, H. Allwurth read a paper on the re adjust
ment of our present missionary operations. He
feared that the interest in home missions had greatly
decreased. There were many towns in Ontario where
no church of our faith has becn established. The
question he would ask was—~Is our present plan satis-
factory? The great Manitoulin Islands, Muskoka
and other places need the Gospel. He submitted
that each district take full charge of their section. He
would advise the incividualuzing of this work. Each
church should know to which church its ads are
applied, and what that mssion 1s doing. No new
musston should be undertaken without careful prepara.
tion ; churches would 1n this way be sumulated to
speedy sell-support.

Rev. Dr. Wilkes thought there was need of a more
lacal interest being encouraged ; the langzeness of our
ficlds prevents this somewhat.  In England counties
had the work 1n thair hands, but it was found to be
defective 1n that weak counties were kept weaker
from want of outstde help. They are now adopung
an organuzation sumlar to our own. In the four dis-
tricts of Oatario and Quebec (he amounts raised and
expended were about equal. The distnicts need to
be bLetter worked.

Dr. Stevenson did not think the localizing of effust
would increase enthusuism.  Home mussionary work
could never excite much enthusiasm.  ‘1he helpiny of
small churches and weak churches docs not create
enthusiasm.  We must have a great self respect and
be confident of success. Chnist has made the Con-
yregational churches very useful m the past, and we
have a great future if we are willing to enter t. We
should not rashly start a Congregotional church, but
when it 1s started iet us swand by 1t, and make it good,
healthy, and strong.

Rev. J. Burton thought 1t a great puty to separate
our interests. Congregationahsts have had much of
the apologetc in thetr tone.  We need tu cultivate a
missionary spint, Every pastor, every church should
take the work to heatt. Eivery church should be
visited and these matters freshly discussed befere the
people.

Proi. Lornish urged that some one be appointed in
cevery church to take this matter of culiection to
heart, and see that every onc be visited.

Rev. H. Pedley s that every one in his congre-
gation had the opportunity of giving, and the poor
should not be passed by , we wan' the small gifts of
the many.

Rev. M. 5. Gray gave somie very interesting ina-
dents concerming missionary wotk.,  He had laboured
hard in the past, and was willing to labour in the
future.

in the alternoon varnwus soueties held meetings, and
committces met and hnished thair several duties.

Revs. Dr. Stevenson, W. H. Allworth, J. Burton,
B.A, and W, L A, Clans were apponted delegates
to the National Councid of Congregauonal Chiurches

to be held at 5t Lous, Mo.

Sunday morning sermon in June next.

" The Finance Committec reported that four dollars

be deducted from each delegate’s expenses to the

“Union.

Application was made to the chairman of the
Union te sign a document praying for a commutation
of the sentence pronounced upon Robert De Coursier,
to be hanged on Wednesday next, to imprisonment
for ife. The chairman consulted the Union as to
what was his duty. There was at once a prompt re-
ply, “ Don't signt; let the law take its course.” It
was not signed.

The General Missionary Committee met at five p.ae.
The business transacted was the appointing of a com-
mittee to make an application to our Parhaments for
a law to cnable us to sell our disused church pro-
perty not held under the new forms of church deeds,
The Revs. J. L. Forster and Samuel Cushing, LL.D,,
advocate, newly appointed for Quebec,and Revs. H. D.
Powss and J. Burton, newly appointed for Oatario. It
was mov ¢d and carnied that the proceeds of such sale
be put 1nto the fund now accruing for a chapel build-
ing fund.

The advisability of establishing a Congregational
Church on bt. joseph's Istand was discussed, but the
matter was referred to the Western District.

The comnutiee chosen to look after the Manitoba
Mission met at §.30 p.m. Rev. ]J. B, Silcox was re-
quested to visit \Winmipeg dunng the absence of Rev.

W. Ewing.
CLOSING MEETING.

Dr. Stevenson occupied the chair. Rev. J. Wood
led in prayer.

“ FREE THOUGHT.”

Rev. Hugh Pedley, B.A., addressed the meeting o=
the free thought of the age, its advantages and its dis-
adv. ages. Christianity to-day has a firmer hold on
the world than ever befure ; yet the fact is the people
are thinking, and rationalism is spreading everywhere.
He quoted Goldwin Smith that a religious collapse
was imminent.  Gregg's ¢ Creed of Christendom?” is
being read everywhere. There are sceptical men
going through the land lecturing in halls to men on
rationalism. The common people are becoming ac-
quanted with free thought. It is a necessity that our
miisters should be able to meet these doubts and
lead men to think #ruly as well as freely. Our theo-
logical colleges should train men to understand and
guide free thought. He would have these works of
rationalism read and studied by every theological
student. The physican of souls should know the
diseases of the soul. He rejoiced that he was a Con-
gregational minister, for he stood unfettered, and could
be the master not the slave of the frea thought of the
age.

Rev. James Roy, M.A., was the next speaker. He
spoke on “ The Keasonableness of Faith.” Hedefined
faith to be a conviction of the reality of things not
seen and not demonstrated. It is common to con-
found faith and knowledge. It i: reasonable to ba
our conduct an a strong conviction of things not seen.
The pyri mids of Egypt rest upon the axioms of mathe-
matics 2nd these axioms cannot be demonstrated.
They a'e self-evident. The best progress of the world
1s tased on faith in the unseen. Christiarity in its
fundamental principles has never yet been shaken one
iota. He had been reading Haeckel, but was con-
vinced that evolution would never destroy men’s faith
in the personality of God. Christianity has endwred
the keenest criticism, and through the ages it endures
the same. The fact that other religions taught and
enforced truths which are associated with Christianity
confirms our faith in its wine orgin. Personal
experience of the blessirg of our Gospel is the highest
pruof of its divine or'gin and the best reason for put-
ting faith i the Lo'd Jesus Christ. A chemist couid
analyze sugar and shew that it produced a sensation
of sweetness to the taste, but there was an eacier
and better way of finding that out, viz, by tasting
it. So it was with the atonement of Christ, no
one could kaow it until he knew it expenmentally.
“Taste and see .hat the Lord is good.” Our rehigion
is oeing tes.ed to-day very severely, but he was sure

we shall come out stronger and firmer in our belief in
the great truth of God's Word. Not everything
calls uself Christianity will endure, but the Christianity
that Christ taught, and that Paul preached and lived
~this will endure forever and forever.  Christianity is
the truth and power of God, and it is wisdom to ac.
cept it and live it.

George Hague, Esq., was the last speaker. He advo-
cated theclaimsof the CANADIAN INDRPENDENT. The
paper, he said, was steadily growing in the estimation
of thepcople. We mist have a denoméaational paper,
and it is the duty of every one to heartily support it.
Although the paper was not large in size it was good
in quality, and should be in every family of the de-
nomination. There was an urgent necessity that
more stock should be subscribed, so that the Directors
may have a sufficiently large working capital.

CLOSING BUSINESS.

Votes of thanks were gassed to the pastor and
members of Emmanuel Church and others who had
given such Christian hospitality to the Union mem-
bers, and after singing a hymn, the benediction was
pronounced by the Rev. Dr Stevenson, and the
Union dismissed, to meet in Zion Church, Toronto,
in 1881.
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THE BOND STREET CAHURCH.

E expressed a hope at the ciose of our article

a fortnight ago on * The Bond Street Investi-
gation ~ that its lessons might not be lost on pastor
and people, and that out of the storm just passed a
time of peace and purity might come, THE INDE-
PENDENT containing that article was not in the hands
of country subscribers when a new scandal arose,
so exact n its details, supported by testimony so re-
liable, and by admissions so damaging that the
church was driven to take decisive actionfand ata
special meeting a week ago decided by a large ma-
joity to accept Mr. Handford’s resignation, the
minority desiring, not his continuance in the pas-
torate, but that he should be ¢ dismissed,” which is,
we supposc, another name for expulsion,

Such is the sad ending of what might have been a
career of uscfulness and blessedness. With a fatuity
which was surely insanity, M:. Handford was no
sooner acquitted of the charges against him and had
been welcomed back to his pulpit with an enthusiasm
that was, at any rate in its demonstration, bordering
on the ndecorous, than he rushed into company and
practices which had so neatly proved fatal to his re-
putation immediately before; and the friends who
would have saved him, as one of the warmest and
most untiring of them said to us, were compelled to
let him go.

In the presence of this great calamity, for calamity
1t 5s, 1t would ill become us to utter words other than
of sympathy for the church and sorrow for the man.
These are our feelings. Of Mr. Handford we can
hardly hope that his future may be diiferent to the
past. All the warnings that he has received appear
to have been in vain. The grace of God is boundless
or we should utterly despair, for he has sinned in no
ordinary degree, having caused the enemies of God
to blaspheme. To us one thing is ve:v evident—that
the beginning of his decline was ontemporaneous
with his retuen to the use of intoxicating liquors. Let
us pray that repentance unto life may yet be vouch-
safed to him, As to the church, may we hope that
it will now return to'the brotherhood of churches,
and again do the work and exercise the influence of
the *Bond Street Church * of the past.

I¥ zny person found a retum Grand Trunk Rail-
way ticket rom Monireal 1o London, in Emmanuel
Church, at the closing meeting of the Union, will he
forward 1t at once to R. W. Wallace, 396 King street,
London. ) )




